
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new commanding officer 

has been named to the 45th Pre-
cinct to replace Deputy Inspec-
tor Danielle Raia who is facing 
departmental charges relating 
to alleged time  sheet inaccura-
cies.

Captain Carlos Ghonz, a 12-
year veteran of the force with 
precinct, internal affairs and 
narcotics enforcement experi-
ence, is now in charge. 

He comes to the precinct af-
ter serving as the executive of-
ficer, the second in command at 
the 46th Precinct, where he said 
he learned a great deal from that 

precinct’s leader.
“I had a good mentor before 

coming here: Inspector (Philip) 
Rivera,” said Ghonz, adding that 
at the ‘four-six’ he had discretion 
in fighting crime and that his 
commander stressed the impor-
tance of considering the impact 
of decisions. 

That on-the-job training will 
be put to good use at the 45th Pre-
cinct, where he plans on focusing 
making sure that his officers are 
engaged in their work.  

“I want my officers to feel 
happy about coming to work,” 
said the captain, adding “I want 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The owners of a popular City 

Island seafood restaurant are 
working with local leaders to 
make the establishment safer fol-
lowing a huge brawl caught on 
video in February.

The ownership of Seafood City, 
located at 459 City Island Avenue, 
met with Community Board 10 
Friday, March 24, to discuss ways 
to cut down on potential rowdy 
behavior in the evening hours.

Approximately 40 patrons 
were involved in the Thursday, 
February 23 scrum, fi ghting 
amongst themselves and hitting 
each other with chairs as profes-
sional wrestlers are known to do. 

Video of the incident quickly 
went viral on social media sites 
like Facebook and Youtube, and 
was featured on news programs 
both locally and nationally.

Seafood City’s head of secu-
rity, Dennis Fitzpatrick, posted 
a statement on the City Island 
Civic Association’s Facebook 
page announcing policy changes 
he would be implementing. 

“Our goal is to maintain order 
and a safe environment for every-
one,” he stated. “Unfortunately, 
this is going to come at a cost for 
loyal customers and islanders as 
well.” 

Among actions taken will be 
limiting alcohol sales to one drink 
per person with an ID to deter pa-
trons form loading up on multiple 
alcoholic drinks, the removal of 
some high-alcohol drinks from 
the menu and banning the serv-
ing of alcoholic shots.  

New ID scanning equipment is 
also being purchased, he added.  

CB 10 chairman Martin 
Prince said the restaurant own-
ers discussed how they were ad-
dressing the issues that led to the 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An arrest was recently made 

in connection to a hit-and-run last 
year.

On Friday, March 24, the 45th 
Precinct reported that 44-year old 
Victor Pelaez had been arrested 
for his alleged involvement in a 
hit-and-run incident which re-
sulted in the death of 26-year-old 
Giovanni ‘Gio’ Nin on the morn-
ing of Saturday, June 11.

Pelaez, a Mayfl ower Avenue 
resident, was charged with leav-
ing the scene of an accident result-
ing in death. It is believed he was 
the driver of the silver BMW X5 
(early 2000’s model) which struck 
and killed Nin.

Police used parts of Pelaez’ car 
that were found at the scene to 
identify the vehicle which he had 
reported stolen the evening of the 
tragic incident.

On Wednesday, March 29, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Nin’s family and 
friends gathered outside of the 
Bronx County Hall of Justice to 
protest for the #JUSTICEFOR-
GIO, with the family stating that 
the charges against Pelaez should 
be harsher.

Protestors wore all black and 
either carried signs that said 
‘Justice For Gio’ or fl owers that 
were laid out in front of the court-
house.
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Mayfl ower Avenue man 
charged in Gio Nin’s death

Remembering Happy Land

HIT-AND-RUN
ARREST MADE

Seafood 
City bans to 

address rowdy 
behavior

Community Board 6 joined relatives and friends of the 87 victims of the 
Happy Land Social Club fi re on Saturday, March 25 to commemorate the 
27th anniversary of the tragedy. Many paid their respects and offered 
prayers during the annual candlelight vigil and rosary at the Plaza of the 
Eight-Seven.  Lourdes Robles lit a candle for the husband she lost in the 
arson. See story on page 6. Photo by SIlvio Pacifi co

45th Precinct gets replacement
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*Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum deposit is $500.  APY is subject to change and cannot go below 1.02% or exceed 2.31% over the term of the CD. The rate 

varies based on the 3-year Treasury Bill (via www.treasury.gov). Fees charged on some accounts may reduce your earnings. Early withdrawal penalties 

apply on CD accounts. Terms are subject to change without notice. Rates and APYs displayed are as of February 1, 2017. No additional deposits may 

occur during the term of the CD. 10-day grace period at maturity. CD renews into a 3-year variable CD at the then current rate; if product is 

discontinued it will renew into a 3-year fixed rate CD. 

Follows the 3-Year 
US Treasury Bill and 

updates every month

Cannot go below 
1.02% APY*

Can go as high 
as 2.31% APY*

APY*

3-Year Variable Rate CD

1.49%
Currently 
Yielding

When interest rates go up, feel free to sit back and relax.

Visit us online at ridgewoodbank.com, in our branch or call (877) 417-6547 for further details. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Veterans with mobility issues who 

visit Kingsbridge’s VA hospital may soon 
fi nd it easier to make their way around the 
grounds thanks to a Bronx golf course. 

The Theodore Korony American Le-
gion Post #253 and community partner 
John Marano completed delivery of do-
nated golf carts to the James J. Peters 
VA. 

They will be used to help veterans 
make their way around the facility’s park-
ing lot and building. 

Universe Towing helped the veterans 
transport the carts from where they were 
being temporarily stored, at Hammond 
Cove Marina in Throggs Neck, to the 
VA on Friday, March 10 with a donated 
truck. 

Gene DeFrancis, the vice-commander 
of post, which had been raising money for 
the project for a number of years, reached 
out to Marano to see if the community ac-
tivist could be of assistance. 

Marano turned to Trump Links in 
Throggs Neck, which agreed to donate 
two six-seat golf carts, a 2012 and 2016 
model, worth roughly $18,000, according 
to sources. 

“I am the type of guy who sees myself 

as a facilitator,” said Marano of his lead 
role in the effort, adding “I work very 
hard in the community. I love the people 
and the selfl ess veterans who always want 
to help someone else in need.” 

The carts are necessary, said veter-
ans advocate Pat Devine, because of a 
steep incline at the Peter’s VA parking lot 
that can make it extremely hazardous for 
older or disabled veterans to get inside the 
building. 

“Many patients have to park at the far 
end of the lot and it is very challenging for 
some,” said Devine.

Devine said that it is his understanding 
that the carts will be roaming the parking 
lot every 15 minutes or so to transport pa-
tients to the main entrance. 

A Peters VA spokesman confi rmed that 
the carts will be stored in a garage  await-
ing the establishment of a driving group and 
some more favorable weather conditions. 

The current target date for the carts to 
hit the parking lot is on Monday, May 1, he 
stated. 

Peters VA’s Dr. Erik Langhoff, medical 
center director, said that the donation would 
be a great benefi t to patients who have walk-
ing diffi culties. 

“We are grateful to the Korony American 

Legion Post for the generous donation,” said 
Langhoff. 

The post is planning to give an award to 
Justin Dambinskas, proprietor of Hammond 
Cove, for his role in temporarily storing 
the vehicles after they were received from 
Trump Links, said Devine. 

“It was defi nitely a team effort,” said De-
Francis. 

Marano, who multiple sources credited 

for following through and cutting red tape, 
said he was pleased to work with Devine, De-
Francis and Peter Del Debbio to fully realize 
a goal of the post for years. 

A spokesman for Trump Organization 
said that they donate to many charities. 

“We donate to many, many groups and 
it’s just a continuation of our support for vet-
erans who do incredible things for our coun-
try,” he said of the carts. 

Trump Links, Marano 
get golf carts for VA

The golf carts arrive at the James J. Peters V.A. in Kingsbridge Heights on a fl atbed truck. Universe 
Towing donated transportation its service. Photo courtesy of John Marano
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Easter Sunday
Extravaganza
Sunday April 16, 2017

2:00 - 7:00 pm
R E S T A U R A N T

PINE
EST.  1969

Our Extended Cocktail Hour:
Chef’s Selection of Passing Hors D’oeuvres| Baby Lamb Chops

Eggplant Rollatini| Baked Clams|Fried Calamari
Our Old School Antipasto Display| Prosecco Aperitivos

Easter Artisanal Breads
THE MAIN EVENT  

Carving Station:
Leg of Lamb| Sirloin of Beef| Honey Roasted Turkey

Pasta Station:
Stuffed Shells| Farfalle alla Vodka

Orecchiette Broccoli di Rape + Sausage
Specialties:

Chicken Scarpariello| Veal Marsala| Grilled Salmon + Shrimp
Scampi Style| Seasonal Vegetables Medley

Signature Potato Croquettes
Viennese Hour:

An Array of Cordials | Pastries +Cakes |Traditional Italian Cookies
Our Fab-o-licious Chocolate Fountain

Beverages:
Pine’s Premium Open Bar 

Soft Drinks| Coffee| Tea| Espresso 
Children 12 and Under - Half Price 

Entertainment by DJ SERG
Easter Egg Hunt| Easter Basket for the kids

Photos with “Frankie Fudge” the Pine’s Very Own Easter Bunny
$60.00 Per Person - All Inclusive

Space Is Limited, Make Your Reservation Early
718-792-5956 | www.fjpine.com



now-infamous brawl. 
“They wanted us to 

know they took the situ-
ation quite seriously and 
that they had already met 
with residents on City Is-
land and they informed me 
of what they had informed 
them,” he said.

Prince said recent in-
spections of the restaurant 
by city agencies yielded no 
notable issues. 

However, he said he en-
couraged business own-
ers to meet with the board 
even under the best cir-
cumstances.

“We try to get the bars 
and restaurants to come 
speak with us even when 
things don’t happen, it 
helps us get to know who’s 
in the community and what 
they are doing,” he said.

CICA president Bill 
Stanton said he was happy 
to see the restaurant’s pro-
prietors, who he said were 

lifelong City Island resi-
dents, take the incentive 
in addressing community 
concerns.

“They are willing to 
work with law enforce-
ment, the community and 
other restaurants to miti-
gate all the issues that City 
Islanders have, as far as 
criminality and quality of 
life,” he said.

Stanton also said he was 
pleased the restaurant had 
set up an email account for 
residents to submit con-
cern and complaints, sea-
foodcityconcerns@gmail.
com.

Seafood City, and 
City Island as a whole, 
shouldn’t be blamed for 
the actions of some un-
ruly patrons, he argued.

“It’s (on) people with 
a ghetto mentality that 
think throwing chairs 
and fi lming it is accept-
able,” Stanton said. “It’s 
not in Seafood City’s 

best interest for them to 
become known as an al-
ternate location for the 
WWE.”  

The restaurant has not 
faced signifi cant charges 
from the New York State 
Liquor Authority.  

There is only one SLA 
case on fi le dating back to 
2012 that included seven 
charges: failure to prop-
erly post required signage 
and license, unspecifi ed 
health, fi re or safety vio-
lations and selling liquor 
at a shack on the property 
without permission.  

The restaurant was 
fi ned $2,500 for the infrac-
tions by the SLA Board in 
February 2013, according 
to the agency’s spokes-
man William Crowley.

The restaurant was 
last granted a liquor li-
cense on February 1, 
2016. That license ex-
pires on January 31, 
2018. 

Nin, a Foxhurst resi-
dent, was biking to his 
girlfriend’s apartment in 
Throggs Neck between work 
shifts at the FedEx Ground 
on 635 Zerega Avenue.

He was struck on East 
Tremont and Baisley av-
enues, while attempting to 
cross, mid-block, from the 
westbound to the eastbound 
side of East Tremont. He 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene by emergency medi-
cal services responders.

Immediately following 
the incident, a GoFundMe 
page was created to help 
Nin’s family raise money 
for funeral expenses. It only 
took three days to reach the 
$12,000 goal. 

Later that month, the 
Transportation Alterna-
tives Bronx Committee 
held a ceremony commemo-
rating Nin’s life, which fea-
tured a ghost bike dedica-
tion and installation at the 
spot where he was struck.

In September 2016, the 

NYC Department of Trans-
portation implemented 
its traffi c-slowing road 
diet plan, which had been 
pitched since 2015, from Wa-
terbury Avenue to Bruck-
ner Boulevard to narrow 
a portion of East Tremont 
Avenue, a stretch which in-
cludes the spot where Nin 
was hit.

No prior arrests had 
been made in connection 
to this incident until Pelaez 
was arraigned last Friday.
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Hit-and-run arrest made; Mayfower 
Ave. man charged in Gio Nin’s death

Last year’s video release by NYPD depicts the silver BMW X5 after striking Nin. 
 Photo courtesy of the 45th Precinct

Seafood City restaurant bans 
to address rowdy behavior

The management of City Island’s Seafood City has announced changes to its menu and operations 
aimed at preventing incidents like the infamous brawl that took place in February. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 
agency approved by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-
vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 
Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 
experienced with your specific needs and will always put 
you or your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 
understand and respect your customs and enhance you 
overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-
tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 
personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 
that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-
cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 
your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 
quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 
providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-
tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 
Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 
knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 
and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 
companionship, care and personal attention that you or 
your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 
undergo a background check and have received exten-
sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 
approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 
classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 
quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-
icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 
Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 
care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 
member to become involved with your home care. When 
you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 
a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 
recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 
caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 
your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 
control over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 
can depend on us to support you in your time of need—
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 
can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 
they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 
and listen to feedback directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 
visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Members of Community Board 

12 threw its support behind a ma-
jor retail center planned for East 
Gun Hill Road, just off I- 95, across 
from Home Depot.

Board members voted 29-5, 
with several abstentions, follow-
ing a marathon meeting on Thurs-
day, March 23, to approve the proj-
ect’s Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure, or ULERP, which had 
been supported by both the dis-
trict manager and board chair-
man.

The proposed outdoor retail 
shopping center, tentatively known 
as Baychester Square, would be 
built on a former golf facility cur-
rently owned by the MTA. 

The project also includes plans 
for a senior housing development 
built by a separate developer.

The developer behind the proj-
ect, Grid Properties, is working 
with the NYC Economic Devel-
opment Corporation to make the 
plan a reality.

 The city will sell the land to the 
developer if the plan is approved.

District manager George Tor-
res said the project, while conced-
ing that it could lead to increased 
traffi c, urged members to support 

the project for the jobs it would 
create, both during construction 
and later on, and for the increased 
shopping and dining choices com-
munities outside the Bronx take 
for granted.

Torres also pointed out the 
board’s recent success in thwart-
ing homeless shelters in the com-
munity, and said only by voting 
for the project would the com-
munity get a “place at the table” 
with the developers to make their 
voices heard, 

“When the powers that be start 
carving up the pie, you want to 
have a seat at that table,” Torres 
said. “Voting against this project 
makes that possibility more diffi -
cult.” 

Board chairman William Hall 
also threw his support behind the 
project, telling its members they 
would maintain some control over 
the project as it develops. 

“You will continue to be in-
volved with this project,” Hall 
said. “You will have infl uence and 
you will be watchdogs.”

The project has drawn criticism 
from Councilman Andy King, who 
told residents at the meeting that 
the area didn’t need more retail 
stores that paid low wages but in-
stead suggested the development 
of a corporate park or a school that 
created better paying jobs.

Grid Properties principal 
Drew Greenwald said Baychester 
Square will be an outdoor retail 
center similar to Cross County 
Shopping Center and Ridge Hill in 
Yonkers. 

The Westchester shopping 
centers have siphoned dollars 
away from the borough for years, 
he added.

But Hank Sheinkopf, the 
spokesman for Prestige Proper-
ties, which owns the Bay Plaza 
and the Mall at Bay Plaza, re-
peated his company’s claim that 
building of another shopping 
center directly across the high-

way was not good for the bor-
ough.

“Putting 5,000 jobs at risk in 
the Bronx is not good public pol-
icy, period,” he said.

Greenwald counters that the 
traffi c situation on the western 
side of the highway is signifi -
cantly better than on the east 

side where Co-op City and the 
Bay Plaza Mall are located.

The project will next be the 
topic of a public hearing at the 
offi ce of Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. scheduled for Tues-
day, April 4 at 11 a.m. The New 
York City Council will then vote 
on the project at a later date.

CB 12 approves Baychester Sq. retail project

A former golf facility on Gun Hill Road is the planned site for Baychester Square, 
an outdoor retail center currently being considered by borough offi cials. Com-
munity News Group/Arthur Cusano

Putting 5,000 jobs 
at risk in the Bronx 
is not good public 

policy, period.
Hank Sheinkopf

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Relatives and friends joined 

Community Board 6 on Saturday, 
March 25 to commemorate the 27th 
anniversary of the Happy Land 
Social Club Fire, a devastating in-
ferno which tore through an illegal 
two-story night club a 1959 South-
ern Boulevard and claimed the 
lives of 87 party goers.

The fi re was caused by Julio 
Gonzalez who poured gasoline 
through the club’s only entrance 
and stairwell before igniting the 
combustible after getting into an 
allocation with his ex-girlfriend, 
Lydia Feliciano, a Happy Land em-
ployee.

Feliciano was one of fi ve survi-
vors of the tragedy.

Gonzalez was arrested the next 
day and in September 1991. He was 
sentenced to 174 twenty-fi ve year 
sentences, a total of 4,350 years. 

Gonzalez, 61, died of a heart at-
tack last September at Clinton Cor-
rectional Facility in Dannemora, 
New York.

The somber ceremony began 
with an evening Mass dedicated to 
the victims at St. Thomas Aquinas 

Church.
Following the service, a pro-

cession traveled to the Plaza of the 
Eight-Seven, a memorial honoring 
the 87 victims located just across 
the street from the former night 
club for a rosary and candlelight 
vigil.

Flowers, wreaths and mementos 
were laid at the base of the obelisk-
like monument and the names of 
the deceased were read aloud. 

Bronxites remember devestating 
1990 Happy Land Club tragedy

Karen Lam lit candles in memory of the 
87 victims and their families. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Former CB 6 district manager Ivine Galarza (c) and Fr. John Obniski (r) from St. Thomas Aquinas Church joined families in 
remembering the many lives lost 27 years ago. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Learn about Immigration 
Policies under the Trump    

Administration 

April 20, 2017 @ 7:30 pm  
Bronx YMCA, 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 

For more information: Selenie Villar,                      
svillar@ymcanyc.org, or (718) 829-1564 Ext.2 

 

Come Discuss: 

�� President Trump’s Executive Orders 

�� Your civil rights with Homeland Security, 
with the Police, and at the Airport  

�� Resources for Hate Crimes & 
Discrimination 

�� Access to Legal Resources

PPartners: 

New York City Police Department 
ID NYC 

Commission on Human Rights 
Borough of Immigration 

Sponsored by : 

The Bronx YMCA                        
New Americans Welcome Center 

& 
Councilwoman                              

Annabel Palma 

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The FDNY discovered a ‘grow 

farm’ at 2131 Chatterton Avenue 
on Saturday, March 25 at 11:30 
p.m.

After extinguishing a fi re at 
the Castle Hill residence, they 
found numerous marijuana 
plants in the basement and on 
the fi rst fl oor of the house.

Police had to wear masks 
while removing 10 pounds of 
marijuana from the residence.

Police arrested 65-year old 
Alberto Martinez, the build-
ing’s superintendent, who was 
seen by the authorities exiting 
the back of the house.

Martinez was charged with 
criminal marijuana possession 
and the criminal sale of mari-
juana, but  the District Attor-
ney’s offi ce, dropped the charges  
due to insuffi cient evidence.

The grow house is currently 
under investigation by the NYC 
Offi ce of the Special Narcotics 
Prosecutor.

According to the FDNY, fi re 
marshals determined the blaze 
was an electrical fi re that started 
as a result of an illegal connec-
tion to the electric meter.

Bronxites may remember an-
other grow farm that resulted in 
an FDNY captain’s death in Sep-
tember 2016.

Captain Michael Fahy was a 
fi refi ghter who responded to the 
September 27 fi re at 300 W. 234th 

Street in Kingsbridge.
The 234th Street house ex-

ploded, injuring more than 20 peo-
ple and lead to a charge of felony 
assault for 32-year old Garivaldi 
Castillo and 34-year old Julio Jose 
Salcedo Contrer.

Fahy died after a portion of 
the home’s roof fell on his head 
while the building was collaps-
ing.

Castillo and Contrer were 
eventually charged with fi rst 
and second-degree assault and 

fi rst-degree criminal marijuana 
possession.

According to a spokesperson 
for the District Attorney’s offi ce, 
Fahy’s death brought attention 
to the presence of grow houses 
in the Bronx.

However, she said, grow 
houses have been in the borough 
for the last few years.

In addition, she added that the 
operations are getting bigger.

Previously, the marijuana 
growers used to operate predom-
inantly in apartment buildings.

However, now they’ve moved 
to private houses where they can 
grow the plants on each fl oor of 
the house.

FDNY spokesperson Frank 
Dwyer described the issues grow 
houses present.

“Illegal operations like this 
pose great dangers to fi refi ght-
ers and residents because the 
work is done without proper per-
mits and safety guidelines and 
often involves tampering with 
electrical and water distribution 
systems, sealing of windows and 
subdividing rooms which can 
cut off means of egress,” Dwyer 
said.

FDNY fi nd marijuana ‘Grow House’ responding to fi re

‘Firefi ghters discovered a ‘grow farm” at 2131 Chatterton Avenue last Saturday. 
 Community News Group/Robert Christie



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two civic groups are com-

ing together to address a pair 
of problematic intersections in 
their closely linked communi-
ties. 

Spencer Estate Civic Associa-
tion members have started a pe-
tition drive calling on the city to 
install a four-way stop on Spen-
cer Drive and Stadium Avenue, 
an effort the neighboring Coun-
try Club Civic Association is ex-
pected to join. 

Both groups are also inter-
ested in seeing the NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation conduct 
another traffi c study of Country 
Club Road for traffi c headed to-
wards Macdonough Place, with 
an eye towards alleviating morn-
ing rush-hour backups. 

Some community members 
want the current ‘right turn 
only’ lane at the Country Club 
Road intersection made into a 
‘straight or right turn’ lane, said 
Michael McNerney, CCCA presi-
dent. 

The group believes it may go a 
long way to alleviating backups 
that can stretch as far back as 
Kennellworth Place some morn-

ings, said McNerney. 
A spokeswoman from DOT 

stated the agency will study both 
intersections again. 

The Spencer Drive and Sta-
dium Avenue intersection was 
last studied in 2015, and the other 
was surveyed in 2010, she stated. 

“Due to continuing commu-
nity concerns DOT will reopen 
the turn study at Country Club 
Road and Macdonough Place this 
summer, and the all-way stop 
study at Stadium Avenue and 
Spencer Drive next spring,” she 
stated. 

Councilman James Vacca 
is especially concerned about 
Spencer Drive and Stadium Av-
enue, which is a territorial di-
viding line between the two civic 
groups. 

He said he fi rst requested a 
four-way stop at the location in 
2007. 

“We have asked for the stop 
signs four times,” said Vacca of 
the intersection, adding “The 
problem that you have is that Sta-
dium Avenue and Spencer Drive 
is a very awkward intersection…
at an angle.” 

Vacca said that he would be 
meeting with Nivardo Lopez, 
the new borough DOT commis-
sioner, and that the intersection 
would be his top priority for the 

area.
“I don’t think the city under-

stands the seriousness of the is-
sues here,” he said. 

Al Carena, SECA president, 
said that Stadium Avenue and 
Spencer Drive is an issue be-
cause the intersection in not at 
90 degrees. 

He said it is relatively com-
mon when motoring on Stadium 
Avenue to ease up and begin to 
travel through the intersection 
only to fi nd traffi c entering the 
intersection from Spencer Drive. 

He said that his organization 
is committed to working with 
McNerney and the CCCA to ad-
dress both intersections in their 
communities, though he is not 
aware personally of accidents at 
the intersection. 

McNerney said that the Sta-
dium and Spencer intersection 
is a jagged, diagonal cross with 
several different blind spots that 
cause visibility issues. 

The crossroad is so problem-
atic that motorists should just 
stop when at the intersection, 
whether they have a stop sign or 
not, said McNerney. 

“It is not a plum cross,” he said 
of Stadium Avenue and Spencer 
Drive, adding that he sees no rea-
son the CCCA will not support 
the SECA’s petition effort. 
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
NYPD police offi cer and Throggs 

Neck native Richard Haste resigned 
from the force on Friday, March 24 
following a department hearing ino 
the fatal shooting of Ramarley Gra-
ham.

Haste shot and killed Graham, 
an 18-year-old African American 
male, in 2012 in the 47th Precinct 
after chasing him from a Wake-
fi eld bodega to his East 229th Street 
apartment.

Supporters of Graham’s family 
- including his mother Constance 
Malcolm - have been asking for 
Haste’s fi ring and prosecution for 
the past fi ve years.

Malcolm and those closest to her 
have been waiting since January 
for Judge Rosemarie Maldonado to 
rule on whether or not Haste used 
the proper police protocol in fi ring 
his weapon.

An earlier NYPD internal re-
view had determined that the shoot-
ing was justifi ed.

In addition, a state and federal 
grand jury previously exonerated 
Haste of any criminal action in re-
gards to the shooting.

Maldonado ruled on March 24 
that Haste did not use the correct 

tactics in his pursuit and shooting 
of Graham.

The judge recommended that 
Haste be dismissed from the force. 

“The NYPD disciplinary trial of 
Richard Haste ended with the right 
decision: termination,” Mayor de 
Blasio said in a statement released 
on Sunday, March 26.

However, Haste instead re-
signed before the decision was an-
nounced, possibly protecting his 
NYPD pension. 

During a press conference on 
Monday, March 27, Malcolm chas-
tised the mayor for allowing Haste 
to resign instead of fi ring him.

They believe a resignation will 
make it easier for Haste to get an-
other job as a police offi cer in the 
future.

Both sides have disagreed for 
years on the events surrounding 
Graham’s shooting.

Haste, along with Sergeant Scott 
Morris and police offi cer John 
McLoughlin, chased Graham from 
a bodega where there had been re-
ported drug activity.

At the time, they believed Gra-
ham to be armed and dangerous, 
a claim Graham’s family has dis-
puted. 

After chasing Graham into his 
apartment, Haste yelled multiple 
times for Graham to show Haste 
his hands according to court testi-
mony.

Instead, Graham reportedly be-

gan cursing at Haste. Also, Haste 
believed Graham had tried to dis-
pose of an item in a hallway bath-
room upon entering the apartment.

According to Haste’s lawyer, Stu-
art London, Graham did not comply 

with the police offi cer’s request and 
shot him.

On Tuesday, March 29, Mal-
colm released a statement asking 
de Blasio for the full release of 
Haste’s Civilian Complaint Re-
view Board records.

In addition, she asked that Ser-
geant Morris and police offi cer 
Mcloughlin be tried  for their part 
in the incident.

“Accountability and transpar-
ency shouldn’t be based on what’s 
convenient for Mayor de Blasio, 
it should be based on truth and 
justice without delays,” said Gra-
ham.

Malcolm has repeatedly said 
she and her family cannot feel jus-
tice has been served until the may-
or’s and Commissioner O’Neill’s 
offi ces release all the details sur-
rounding Graham’s shooting and 
the other police offi cers on trial.

Morris and Mcloughin are cur-
rently facing disciplinary action.

Haste has said through the me-
dia that he thinks every day about 
his actions that day. 

In addition, Haste has offered 
to meet with Graham’s family.

However, Malcolm said she has 
no interest in meeting with Haste.

PO Haste resigns before Graham shooting decision

Ramarley Graham with his aunt. NYPD Offi cer and Throggs Neck native Richard 
Haste resigned from the force on Friday, March 24 following a department deci-
sion in the fatal shooting of Ramarley Graham. 
 Photo Courtesy of Ramarley Graham’s Family

The intersection at Stadium Avenue and Spencer Drive, with its limited visibility 
and incline on Spencer Drive, has some leaders in the community petitioning for 
a four-way stop sign. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

SECA, CCCA look to calm 2 intersections
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A graphic designer who had a 

long career designing LP album 
art is being showcased at a local 
exhibition. 

Michael Mendel, 83, spent 
the 1960s to the late-1980s de-
signing record album art for 
some of the biggest names in 
music. This is the first time his 
work as an album designer has 
been displayed. 

A small sampling of over 
900 albums that he designed for 
performers like Tony Bennett, 
Gladys Knight, the Stylistics, 
Donovan, David Cassidy, Mel 
Torme, and many others is on 
display  through April at River-
dale Senior Services. 

The exhibition of LP ‘jackets’ 
called ‘Just for the Record!’ is in-
tended to be a trip down memory 
lane, according to Maritza Silva, 
the center’s curator. 

For Mendel, it is a retrospec-
tive of a career he loved. 

As album art director, he was 
tasked with working with pho-
tographers and illustrators to 
market recordings, and with col-
laborating with record compa-

nies and the artists. 
“I loved coming to work every 

day,” said Mendel. “No two al-
bums were the same.”

During a recent interview he 
was fi lled with stories of work-
ing with artists and record com-
pany employees to come up with 
ideas – once even going so far as 
to create an optical illusion of a 
piano on fi re in the days before 
digital alteration of photos. 

 “What was ideal was that a 
cover depict the theme of the al-
bum,” said Mendel.

He got his start at Columbia 
Records, now owned by Sony, de-
signing the backs of Latin Amer-
ican albums. 

“I had never heard of these 
artists,” he said. “It turned out 
that these were million-sellers 
in Latin America – but it was all 
Latin to me!” 

As his career progressed, he 
worked for Epic, Paramount and 
independent labels, he said.

Mendel said that one of his 
favorite covers was for R&B in-
strumental band Brass Con-
struction’s IV album, which fea-
tured an image of a coin with a 
design of a city under construc-

tion, complete with cranes soar-
ing against a skyline. 

“I created this coin design 
and we actually had the coin 
made into a souvenir that was 
given out at their concerts,” he 
said.

One of the artists he particu-
larly enjoyed working with was 
an Israeli performer named 
Benji. 

“What I loved about him is 
that he had a great personality, 
and we focused on his face in a 
real close up. It printed beauti-
fully.” 

Another standout effort, 
Mendel recalled, was the cover 
for indie-artist Rocky’s album 
‘Whadda ya want to be…when 
you grow up.’

The artist was photographed 

in a variety of occupations: as 
a businessman in a suit, solider 
doctor, laborer, baseball player 
and even a street tough. 

“He was so scared that the 
cops would fi nd us,” said Mendel 
of Rocky during the shoot, which 
featured a photo of the artist 
holding an uzi in the city. 

Some artists were very at 
home in his offi ce. Donovan was 
often there, said Mendel, adding 
that he was a very spiritual man 
who made a ton of money. 

The diffi cult part of dealing 
with artists often arose when he 
photographed a large musical 
group and the members could 
not agree on which photos to 
use. 

Mendel own story was at 
times harrowing. 

He was born in Berlin, Ger-
many in 1934. His family was 
force to escape the horrors of the 
Nazi regime in 1938 and emir-
grated fi rst to Cuba and then 
to the United States two years 
later.

In recent years, he has blos-
somed into a fi ne artist, paint-
ing over 330 canvasses of street 
scenes and landscapes. 

Graphic LP artist showcases album jackets

Artist Michael Mendel, who designed album covers and liner notes for musical 
artists from the 1960s through the 1980s, stands beside a collection of his de-
signs currently on display at Riverdale Senior Services senior center. Community 
News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
For the eighth straight year, 

the Bronx is once again the least 
healthiest county in the state 
according to the 2017 County 
Health Rankings by Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation and 
the University of Wisconsin.

The Bronx fi nished 62nd out 
of 62 counties, far behind other 
NYC counties such as Queens - 
which fi nished 14th - and Man-
hattan which fi nished 11th.

In the study, the Bronx 
ranked last in four of the six 
categories used for grading - 
Physical Environment, Social 
& Economic Factors, Clinical 
Care, and Quality of Life.

As for the remaining cat-
egories, Health Behaviors and 
Premature Death, the borough 
ranked 58th and 47th respec-
tively.

The foundation looked at 
data available as late as 2015 to 
determine the rankings.

“While we remain at num-
ber 62, that does not mean we 
should give up on our efforts to 
strive for better health,” said 
Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. in a statement to the Bronx 
Times.

According to his spokesper-
son, Diaz also plans to continue 
his ‘#not62’ campaign, which is 
a borough wide effort to perpet-
uate healthier habits and better 
quality of life in the Bronx.

Despite being last, Jan 
O’Neill, associate researcher 
and community coach for the 
County Health Rankings, was 
very pleased with the work the 

Bronx is doing to raise their rat-
ing.

“What the Bronx has been 
able to do is extraordinary with 
bringing their premature death 
rate down,” said O’Neill.

The study defi ned premature 
death as people dying under the 
age of 75 

From 2012-2014, the Bronx av-
eraged 6,700 premature deaths 

per 100,000 residents.
Top performers in the study 

throughout the United States 
averaged 5,200 premature 
deaths in the same time span.

Top performers in New 
York averaged 5,300 premature 
deaths.

While, the Bronx averaged 
1,000 premature deaths more 
compared to its U.S. and state 
competitors, O’Neill said it was 
important to realize how far the 
Bronx has come since the study 
began in 2009.

From 2009 to 2011, the Bronx 
was averaging 7,313 premature 
deaths.

O’Neill also pointed out that 
throughout the country deaths 
of people ages 15-44 are increas-
ing due to drug overdoses.

However, the Bronx is de-
creasing the amount of drug 
overdoses for people 15-44 years 
old.

For those discouraged by 
still holding last place, O’Neill 
pointed out a few factors to keep 
in mind.

“One of the things is this is 
really more of a marathon than 
a sprint,” she said of the Bronx’s 
drive to get healthier.

In addition, she said while 
the Bronx is becoming health-
ier, other counties may be doing 
the same which makes it harder 
to move up the rankings.

Like O’Neill, Diaz also 
stressed patience in the fi ght to 
get healthier.

“We are witnessing real prog-
ress towards a healthier Bronx, 
but this work takes time,” said 
Diaz. 

Much like attaining good 
health, no one said getting out 
of last place was going to be 
easy, no one promised quick-
fi xes and overnight improve-
ment,” he added.

According to the study, the 
Bronx improvements are: vio-
lent crime is down, mammogra-
phy screenings are up and resi-
dents are doing more to forego 
the need to visit hospitals.

“The new data clearly dem-
onstrates that we are making 
inroads in important areas of 
disease prevention – critical to 
decreasing health care dispari-
ties and advancing the long-
term health of our community,” 
said Steven M. Safyer, M.D., 
president of Montefi ore Medi-
cine.

Bronx still last in health rankings for 8th year

For the eighth year in a row, the Bronx is again the least healthiest county in 
the state according to the 2017 County Health Rankings by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation and the University of Wisconsin. 
 Community News Group/Robert Christie





them to feel that this is their sec-
ond home.”

Like all incoming command-
ing officers, the top priority is 
keeping crime in the precinct as 
low as possible, he said.

“It is lower than any other 
precinct in the Bronx, but our 
goal is to make it lower,” said 
Ghonz. 

The new commanding officer 
has already met with the leaders 
of civic associations and elected 
officials, he said. 

He plans on letting commu-
nity members know how they 
can help fight crime. 

“We need them as much as 
they need us,” he said. “The 
more cooperation that we can 
get from the public, the better.” 

He said that he plans to reach 
out to the media, and use Twit-
ter to dispense information on 
suspects. He also plans on in-
volving other agencies where ap-

propriate. 
If a precinct police officer is 

asked by a resident  a non-police 
related matter, he does not want 
his officers to shrug it off by say-
ing “no” but rather say “no prob-
lem” and do what they can to di-
rect the individual to the proper 
resource. 

Ghonz is a former college 
baseball centerfielder, and who 
born in the Dominican Repub-
lic. 

He moved to the United States 

when he was nine, living first in 
Mott Haven and then in  Wash-
ington Heights in Manhattan.

After the academy, he worked 
in Manhattan’s 23rd Precinct 
as an Operation Impact police 
officer, part of a program that 
substantially increased cops’ 
presence in certain areas by 
bringing in rookies. 

After a stint in the 30th Pre-
cinct, he went to the NYPD’s 
narcotics in 2007. 

He was promoted to sergeant 
and worked in narcotics con-
trol in both the borough and in 
Queens. 

From there, he went to the 
46th Precinct and onto IAB, in-
vestigating allegations of miss-
ing property, use of force and 
abuse of authority.

As a lieutenant, he worked 
as the 52nd Precinct’s Integrity 
Control Officer, ensuring things 
such as proper timekeeping.  

He is married and has two 
children. His spouse is also ‘on 

the job.’
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from Page 1

45th Precinct gets replacement

Captain Carlos Ghonz was recently 
appointed commanding offi cer of the 
45th Precinct. Photo courtesy of 45th 
Precinct community affairs offi ce

I want my offi ers 
to feel happy about 
coming to work. I 

want them to feel that 
this is their second 

home.
CAPTAIN CARLOS GHONZ

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
BronxNet is debuting a new 

show called ‘The Bronx Now’ on 
Monday, April 3 which will bring 
the Bronx business community into 
the spotlight.

The Bronx Now will feature host 
Joe Kelleher, president of Simone 
Metro Properties, and introduce 
owners of both small and large busi-
ness in the Bronx.

“The Bronx is now a symbol 
of urban renewal in many ways,” 
said Michael Max Knobbe, execu-
tive director of BronxNet. “There’s 
so much opportunity and people 
have come together to build a very 
liveable and wonderful community 
that’s evolving.”

“What we wanted to show was 
that community,” said Knobbe.

Kelleher and his guests will 
tape their episodes in the BronxNet 
East studio at Mercy College in the 
Hutchinson Metro Center.

However, they will also travel 
to different areas of the Bronx to 
visit business and learn more about 
Bronx culture.

“We are extremely happy to 
present this program highlighting 
the people, places and businesses 
that make the Bronx such a special 
place,” said Kelleher.

In addition to informing Bronx 
residents about the business in their 
borough, the show will also teach its 
viewers tips for better business.

“We have a young borough and 
we have future business leaders now 
who are hungry for knowledge,” 
said Knobbe. “And we have great 
[business owners] across vectors 
that can educate and really present 
what’s here [in the Bronx] and what 
we have to offer.”

Knobbe is hoping this show dis-
courages the unsavory assumptions 
that some people may have about 
the Bronx.

“This is just another way that we 
at BronxNet work together to defy 
the negative stereotypes, instill 
community pride and inspire,” he 
said.

Kelleher shared Knobbe’s senti-
ments, hoping the show will attract 
people who are thinking about doing 
business and living in the Bronx.

“Hopefully this new series will 
help shine a spotlight on the New 
Bronx, shed light on the borough’s 
great institutions, businesses and 
people, and help promote the Bronx 
as a wonderful place to live, work 
and visit,” said Kelleher, vice chair-
man of the Westchester Square 
Business Improvement District.

The show’s fi rst episode will fo-
cus on Westchester Square, visit-
ing historic sites such as the Hun-
tington Free Library and St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church.

In addition, viewers will get the 
chance to meet local business own-
ers in the area.

“Something like this brings out 
what we’ve always looked for - rec-
ognition and curiosity about what’s 
here and why people are here,” said 
Lisa Sorin, executive director of 
the Westchester Square BID. 

The Bronx Now will not only 
focus on business. Viewers will 
also get the chance to visit various 
Bronx neighborhoods, hear discus-

sions on health care facilities and 
health care access, and learn about 
different educational institutions 
and opportunities.

New episodes will debut on the 
fi rst Monday of each month at 8 
p.m. on Channel 67 on Optimum 
and Channel 33 on Fios.

From there viewers can catch 
repeat episodes each Monday at 

6:30 p.m. and 1 p.m., Tuesdays at 8 
p.m., Wednesdays at 6:30 a.m. and 3 
p.m., Saturdays at 9 a.m., 4 p.m. and 
11 p.m., and Sundays at 11:30 a.m.

BronxNet will host a launch 
party for The Bronx Now on Mon-
day. April 3 at 6 p.m. at the Resi-
dence Inn by Marriott at the Metro 
Center Atrium at 1776 Eastchester 
Road.

‘The Bronx Now’ spotlights Bronx businesses

‘Bronx Now’ host Joseph Kelleher (r) interviewed Dr. David Cherkas (l), Elmhurst Hospital medical director for PA Program, 
for the premiere episode. Photo by Fernando Justiniano
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER


