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Mayfl ower Ave. man charged in Gio Nin’s death

Remembering Happy Land

HIT-AND-RUN
ARREST MADE

Continued on Page 83

Continued on Page 83

Seafood City bans to address rowdy behaviorCommunity Board 6 joined relatives and friends of the 87 victims 
of the Happy Land Social Club fi re on Saturday, March 25 to com-
memorate the 27th anniversary of the tragedy. Many paid their 
respects and offered prayers during the annual candlelight vigil 
and rosary at the Plaza of the Eight-Seven.  Lourdes Robles lit a 
candle for the husband she lost in the arson. See story on page 
14.                                              Photo by SIlvio Pacifi co

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An arrest was recently 

made in connection to a hit-
and-run last year.

On Friday, March 24, the 
45th Precinct reported that 
44-year old Victor Pelaez had 
been arrested for his alleged 
involvement in a hit-and-run 
incident which resulted in the 
death of 26-year-old Giovanni 
‘Gio’ Nin on the morning of 
Saturday, June 11.

Pelaez, a Mayfl ower Av-
enue resident, was charged 
with leaving the scene of an 
accident resulting in death. It 
is believed he was the driver 
of the silver BMW X5 (early 
2000’s model) which struck 
and killed Nin.

Police used parts of Pe-
laez’ car that were found at the 
scene to identify the vehicle 
which he had reported stolen 

the evening of the tragic inci-
dent.

On Wednesday, March 29, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Nin’s 
family and friends gathered 
outside of the Bronx County 
Hall of Justice to protest for 
the #JUSTICEFORGIO, with 
the family stating that the 
charges against Pelaez should 
be harsher.

Protestors wore all black 
and either carried signs that 
said ‘Justice For Gio’ or fl ow-
ers that were laid out in front 
of the courthouse.

Nin, a Foxhurst resident, 
was biking to his girlfriend’s 
apartment in Throggs Neck 
between work shifts at the Fe-
dEx Ground on 635 Zerega Av-
enue.

He was struck on East 
Tremont and Baisley avenues, 
while attempting to cross, 

mid-block, from the west-
bound to the eastbound side 
of East Tremont. He was pro-
nounced dead at the scene by 
emergency medical services 
responders.

Immediately following the 
incident, a GoFundMe page 
was created to help Nin’s fam-
ily raise money for funeral ex-
penses. It only took three days 
to reach the $12,000 goal. 

Later that month, the 
Transportation Alternatives 
Bronx Committee held a cer-
emony commemorating Nin’s 
life, which featured a ghost 
bike dedication and installa-
tion at the spot where he was 
struck.

In September 2016, the NYC 
Department of Transportation 
implemented its traffi c-slow-
ing road diet plan, which had 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The owners of a popular 

City Island seafood restaurant 
are working with local lead-
ers to make the establishment 
safer following a huge brawl 
caught on video in February.

The ownership of Seafood 
City, located at 459 City Island 
Avenue, met with Community 
Board 10 Friday, March 24, to 
discuss ways to cut down on 
potential rowdy behavior in 
the evening hours.

Approximately 40 patrons 
were involved in the Thurs-
day, February 23 scrum, fi ght-
ing amongst themselves and 
hitting each other with chairs 
as professional wrestlers are 

known to do. 
Video of the incident 

quickly went viral on social 
media sites like Facebook and 
Youtube, and was featured on 
news programs both locally 
and nationally.

Seafood City’s head of se-
curity, Dennis Fitzpatrick, 
posted a statement on the City 
Island Civic Association’s Fa-
cebook page announcing pol-
icy changes he would be im-
plementing. 

“Our goal is to maintain or-
der and a safe environment for 
everyone,” he stated. “Unfor-
tunately, this is going to come 
at a cost for loyal customers 
and islanders as well.” 

Among actions taken will 
be limiting alcohol sales to 
one drink per person with an 
ID to deter patrons form load-
ing up on multiple alcoholic 
drinks, the removal of some 
high-alcohol drinks from the 
menu and banning the serv-
ing of alcoholic shots.  

New ID scanning equip-
ment is also being purchased, 
he added.  

CB 10 chairman Martin 
Prince said the restaurant 
owners discussed how they 
were addressing the issues 
that led to the now-infamous 
brawl.     
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new commanding officer has 

been named to the 45th Precinct 
to replace Deputy Inspector Dan-
ielle Raia who is facing departmen-
tal charges relating to alleged time  
sheet inaccuracies.

Captain Carlos Ghonz, a 12-year 
veteran of the force with precinct, in-
ternal affairs and narcotics enforce-
ment experience, is now in charge. 

He comes to the precinct after 
serving as the executive officer, 
the second in command at the 46th 
Precinct, where he said he learned 
a great deal from that precinct’s 
leader.

“I had a good mentor before 
coming here: Inspector (Philip) Ri-

45th Precinct gets ‘timely’ replacement
vera,” said Ghonz, adding that at the 
‘four-six’ he had discretion in fight-
ing crime and that his commander 
stressed the importance of consider-
ing the impact of decisions. 

That on-the-job training will be 
put to good use at the 45th Precinct, 
where he plans on focusing making 
sure that his officers are engaged in 
their work.  

“I want my officers to feel happy 
about coming to work,” said the cap-
tain, adding “I want them to feel that 
this is their second home.”

Like all incoming commanding 
officers, the top priority is keeping 
crime in the precinct as low as pos-
sible, he said.

“It is lower than any other pre-
cinct in the Bronx, but our goal is to 
make it lower,” said Ghonz. 

The new commanding officer has 
already met with the leaders of civic 
associations and elected officials, he 
said. 

He plans on letting community 
members know how they can help 
fight crime. 

“We need them as much as they 
need us,” he said. “The more coop-
eration that we can get from the pub-
lic, the better.” 

He said that he plans to reach out 
to the media, and use Twitter to dis-
pense information on suspects. He 

also plans on involving other agen-
cies where appropriate. 

If a precinct police officer is 

asked by a resident  a non-police re-
lated matter, he does not want his of-
ficers to shrug it off by saying “no” 
but rather say “no problem” and do 
what they can to direct the individ-
ual to the proper resource. 

Ghonz is a former college base-
ball centerfielder, and who born in 
the Dominican Republic. 

He moved to the United States 
when he was nine, living first in 
Mott Haven and then in  Washington 
Heights in Manhattan.

After the academy, he worked in 
Manhattan’s 23rd Precinct as an Op-
eration Impact police officer, part 
of a program that substantially in-
creased cops’ presence in certain ar-
eas by bringing in rookies. 

After a stint in the 30th Precinct, 
he went to the NYPD’s narcotics in 
2007. 

He was promoted to sergeant and 
worked in narcotics control in both 
the borough and in Queens. 

From there, he went to the 46th 
Precinct and onto IAB, investigat-
ing allegations of missing property, 
use of force and abuse of authority.

As a lieutenant, he worked as the 
52nd Precinct’s Integrity Control Of-
ficer, ensuring things such as proper 
timekeeping.  

He is married and has two chil-
dren. His spouse is also ‘on the job.’

Captain Carlos Ghonz was recently appoint-
ed commanding offi cer of the 45th Precinct.
 Photo courtesy of 45th Precinct community affairs 
offi ce

I want my offi ers 
to feel happy about 
coming to work. I 
want them to feel 
that this is their 
second home.

CAPTAIN CARLOS GHONZ

Need Help Paying For 
Medicare Costs?

We can help you apply for 
programs that may save you money 

on prescription drugs and more.

Our experienced counselors offer 
Free Medicare Counseling 

by appointment or telephone.

For more information, 
call 311 and ask for “HIICAP” 

or email HIICAP@aging.nyc.gov
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
and photos to: Bronx Times 
Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont Av-
enue, Bronx, NY 10465, or e-
mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions.

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Birth Announcement

The Messina’s welcomed 
the newest edition to their 
family: Zara Noelle Messina. 
She came to parents Crhist 
and Desiree, brother Xavier 
and sister Ava. God bless them 
all!   

Happy 100th Birthday 

Friends of Janet Banks 
submitted the following item 
to the Bronx Times. 

Janet Banks turns 
100-years-old on Friday, March 
31. She is from Morrisania. 
She was born in Worcester, 
MA. 

She is a mother, grand-

mother and great-grand-
mother. She worked for the 
Department for the Aged for 
25 years. 

She served on the tenant pa-
trol and drug elimination pro-
gram in the Morris Houses. 
She was a member of the Jack-
son/Forest Community Gar-
den and Youth Village Park 
Intergenerational Program. 

She was a member of the St. 
Augustine Senior Center and 

is a member of the William 
Hodson Senior Center. 

Banks has been a member 
of the Catholic community, 
with St. Augustine parish and 
with St. Augustine Our Lady 
of Victory, for over 50 years. 
She was the director of the St. 
Augustine Sunday school and 
also director of St. Augustine 
Senior Center. 

She received the Good Sa-
maritan Award from NYC 
Catholic Charities. 

She was professed a mem-
ber of the Secular Franciscan 
Order, sponsored many new 
people to the faith and was a 

Godmother to many. 
Janet Banks provided sup-

port in additional ares of 
church and community too nu-
merous to mention. We are all 
very blessed to be a part of her 
life. 
Promotion Announcement 

The Center for Family Sup-
port sent the Bronx Times the 
following notice: 

Congratulations to Ty-

rone Quick, a Highbridge 
community member who was 
recently promoted to manager 
of maintenance at McDonalds 
in Wakefi eld, where he has 
worked for four years. 

Zara Noelle Messina
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Take ESL at Bronx Community College
 Improve your speaking, pronunciation, comprehension and reading

 ESL classes for beginners, intermediate and advanced students

 Evening classes (6–9 p.m.)

 100 hours of instruction — only $110

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Improve your 
English

 

 
 

Music & Lyrics by ANDREW LIPPA   
Book by MARSHALL BRICKMAN and RICK ELICE 
Based on the Characters Created by Charles Addams 
THE ADDAMS FAMILY is presented through special arrangement with TRW 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Veterans with mobility issues who 

visit Kingsbridge’s VA hospital may 
soon fi nd it easier to make their way 
around the grounds thanks to a Bronx 
golf course. 

The Theodore Korony American Le-
gion Post #253 and community partner 
John Marano completed delivery of do-
nated golf carts to the James J. Peters 
VA. 

They will be used to help veterans 
make their way around the facility’s 
parking lot and building. 

Universe Towing helped the veter-
ans transport the carts from where they 
were being temporarily stored, at Ham-
mond Cove Marina in Throggs Neck, to 
the VA on Friday, March 10 with a do-
nated truck. 

Trump Links, Marano 
get golf carts for VA

The golf carts arrive at the James J. Peters V.A. in Kingsbridge Heights on a fl atbed truck. 
Universe Towing donated transportation its service. Photo courtesy of John Marano

Gene DeFrancis, the vice-com-
mander of post, which had been rais-
ing money for the project for a number 
of years, reached out to Marano to see 
if the community activist could be of as-
sistance. 

Marano turned to Trump Links in 
Throggs Neck, which agreed to donate 
two six-seat golf carts, a 2012 and 2016 
model, worth roughly $18,000, accord-
ing to sources. 

“I am the type of guy who sees myself 
as a facilitator,” said Marano of his lead 
role in the effort, adding “I work very 
hard in the community. I love the peo-
ple and the selfl ess veterans who always 
want to help someone else in need.” 

The carts are necessary, said veter-
ans advocate Pat Devine, because of a 
steep incline at the Peter’s VA parking 
lot that can make it extremely hazard-
ous for older or disabled veterans to get 
inside the building. 

“Many patients have to park at the 
far end of the lot and it is very challeng-
ing for some,” said Devine.

Devine said that it is his under-
standing that the carts will be roam-
ing the parking lot every 15 minutes or 
so to transport patients to the main en-
trance. 

A Peters VA spokesman confi rmed 

that the carts will be stored in a garage  
awaiting the establishment of a driving 
group and some more favorable weather 
conditions. 

The current target date for the carts 
to hit the parking lot is on Monday, May 
1, he stated. 

Peters VA’s Dr. Erik Langhoff, medi-
cal center director, said that the dona-
tion would be a great benefi t to patients 
who have walking diffi culties. 

“We are grateful to the Korony 
American Legion Post for the generous 
donation,” said Langhoff. 

The post is planning to give an 
award to Justin Dambinskas, propri-
etor of Hammond Cove, for his role in 
temporarily storing the vehicles after 

they were received from Trump Links, 
said Devine. 

“It was defi nitely a team effort,” said 
DeFrancis. 

Marano, who multiple sources cred-
ited for following through and cutting 
red tape, said he was pleased to work 
with Devine, DeFrancis and Peter Del 
Debbio to fully realize a goal of the post 
for years. 

A spokesman for Trump Organiza-
tion said that they donate to many char-
ities. 

“We donate to many, many groups 
and it’s just a continuation of our sup-
port for veterans who do incredible 
things for our country,” he said of the 
carts. 

We are grateful to the 
Korony American Legion 

Post for the generous 
donation.

Dr. Eric Langhoff
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Over 55 Stores, 

Services & Restaurants

Bay Plaza . Something for Everyone

SpringTime!

bayplazany.com

2100 Bartow Ave Bronx NY 10475 • Next To The Mall at Bay Plaza
Conveniently located off Hutchinson River Parkway & I – 95
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at Bronx Community College
 Get your New York High School Equivalency

 Prepare for the Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) — this 
is the test that replaced the GED for the NY High School Equivalency

 Test prep classes in English and Spanish

 Test prep and the TASC test both offered at BCC

 100 hours of instruction — only $110

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Get your GED

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Members of Community 

Board 12 threw its support 
behind a major retail center 
planned for East Gun Hill 
Road, just off I- 95, across 
from Home Depot.

Board members voted 29-
5, with several abstentions, 
following a marathon meet-
ing on Thursday, March 23, 
to approve the project’s Uni-
form Land Use Review Proce-
dure, or ULERP, which had 
been supported by both the 
district manager and board 
chairman.

The proposed outdoor re-
tail shopping center, tenta-
tively known as Baychester 
Square, would be built on a 
former golf facility currently 
owned by the MTA. 

The project also includes 

CB 12 approves Baychester Sq. retail project

A former golf facility on Gun Hill Road is the planned site for Baychester 
Square, an outdoor retail center currently being considered by borough 
offi cials. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

plans for a senior housing de-
velopment built by a separate 
developer.

The developer behind the 
project, Grid Properties, is 
working with the NYC Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion to make the plan a real-
ity.

 The city will sell the land 
to the developer if the plan is 
approved.

District manager George 
Torres said the project, while 
conceding that it could lead 
to increased traffic, urged 
members to support the proj-
ect for the jobs it would cre-
ate, both during construc-
tion and later on, and for 
the increased shopping and 
dining choices communities 
outside the Bronx take for 
granted.

Torres also pointed out 
the board’s recent success in 
thwarting homeless shelters 
in the community, and said 
only by voting for the proj-
ect would the community get 
a “place at the table” with 
the developers to make their 
voices heard, 

“When the powers that be 
start carving up the pie, you 
want to have a seat at that 

table,” Torres said. “Voting 
against this project makes 
that possibility more diffi -
cult.” 

Board chairman William 
Hall also threw his support 
behind the project, telling its 
members they would main-
tain some control over the 
project as it develops. 

“You will continue to be 
involved with this project,” 
Hall said. “You will have 
infl uence and you will be 
watchdogs.”

The project has drawn 
criticism from Councilman 
Andy King, who told resi-
dents at the meeting that the 
area didn’t need more retail 
stores that paid low wages 
but instead suggested the 
development of a corporate 
park or a school that created 
better paying jobs.

Grid Properties principal 
Drew Greenwald said Bay-
chester Square will be an 
outdoor retail center simi-
lar to Cross County Shopping 
Center and Ridge Hill in Yon-
kers. 

The Westchester shopping 
centers have siphoned dol-
lars away from the borough 
for years, he added.

But Hank Sheinkopf, 
the spokesman for Prestige 
Properties, which owns the 
Bay Plaza and the Mall at 
Bay Plaza, repeated his com-
pany’s claim that building 
of another shopping center 
directly across the highway 
was not good for the bor-
ough.

“Putting 5,000 jobs at risk 
in the Bronx is not good pub-
lic policy, period,” he said.

Greenwald counters that 

the traffi c situation on the 
western side of the highway 
is signifi cantly better than 
on the east side where Co-op 
City and the Bay Plaza Mall 
are located.

The project will next be 
the topic of a public hearing 
at the offi ce of Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz Jr. sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 4 at 
11 a.m. The New York City 
Council will then vote on the 
project at a later date.

Putting 5,000 jobs 
at risk in the Bronx 
is not good public 

policy, period.
Hank Sheinkopf
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Add Some Color 
to your Easter

Featuring NEW Custom 
Swizzle® Colors!Easter Bunny Festival™ 
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A slain Emergency Medical Technician was honored in front of her former station 
last week. Many emergency services members and residents expressed solidarity to 
the family, friends and FDNY family of fallen FDNY EMT Yadira Arroyo at a heartfelt 
candlelight vigil on Tuesday, March 21 outside of FDNY EMS Station 26 in Morrisania. 
Arroyo, a 14-year veteran and mother of fi ve, was killed in the line of duty on Thurs-
day, March 16 in Soundview after Jose Gonzalez hijacked her FDNY ambulance. Arroyo 
was run over by Gonzalez when she and her partner attempted to prevent the hijack-
ing. Gonzalez was arrested at the scene and charged with fi rst and second degree 
murder, manslaughter, grand larceny and operating a motor vehicle while impaired 
by drugs.

A fast thinking truck driver’s actions prevented an accident from becoming much worst last 
week in Wakefi eld. Five FDNY units and over 20 fi refi ghters responded to the scene of an 
overturned Repave, Inc. truck on Thursday, March 23 at 11:59 a.m. on East 233rd Street and 
Bussing Avenue off Baychester Avenue. A Repave, Inc. spokesman explained that the driver 
swerved to avoid hitting a car that was parked in the shoulder lane, when gravity took over. 
Incredibly, no damage was caused to either the truck or the car.  Firefi ghters helped secure 
the scene and checked for injuries.  The FDNY and Repave, Inc. confi rmed no injuries were 
reported from the accident.                                                  Photo by Edwin Soto

OVERTURNED REPAVE, INC. TRUCK 

5-STORY APARTMENT BUILDING FIRE

Firefi ghters made quick work extinguishing a fi re inside a 5-story apartment building last 
week in Longwood. Approximately 12 FDNY units and 60 fi refi ghters responded to a call of a 
fourth-fl oor fi re at 883 E. 165th Street on Thursday, March 23 at 11:34 a.m. Firefi ghters were 
able to gain control over the blaze by 12:52 p.m. No injuries or deaths were reported from 
the incident. The cause of the fi re remains under investigation.   Photo by Aracelis Batista

TRUCK PLOWS INTO HARDWARE STORE

A repeat offender led police on a dangerous high speed pursuit in Parkchester last week. 
According to a NYPD spokesman, Anthony Reyes, 38, a 116-30 Sutphin Boulevard resident, 
alledly stole a woman’s pocket book in front of 2561 Frisby Avenue before fl eeing the scene 
in a rental Penske truck. Offi cers from the 43rd Precinct spotted Reyes and gave pursuit 
on Friday, March 24 at 9:15 a.m. on Westchester and Glover avenues going down a one-way 
street in the wrong direction. The pursuit ended when Reyes’ rental truck, droving against 
traffi c, plowed into a bus stop and then the front of Williams Hardware at 1581 Unionport 
Road. The Queens native with 15 prior arrests was charged with robbery, reckless endanger-
ment, assault and reckless driving.                Photo by Edwin Soto

45 Precinct
Wednesday, March 15  at 1:14 p.m.  --  A 

58-year-old man was stabbed aboard a subway 
train near the Pelham Bay Park station above 
Westchester Avenue as the train travelled south-
bound, cops report. The victim was stabbed mul-
tiple times with an unknown object and was taken 
to Jacobi Medical Center with non life-threatening 
injuries. The person doing the stabbing was de-
scribed as a black man who is about 25-years-old. 
He was  last seen wearing red jeans, dark hooded 
coat and brown boots.

Friday, March 24 at 1:24 a.m.-- Cops made an 
arrest in a hit and run case that claimed the life of 
a bicyclist near Mayflower and East Tremont av-
enues on June 11, 2016. After an investigations, 
cops collared the person they believe struck the 
man and then left the scene. Victor Palaez of May-
flower Avenue was teken into custody. 

46 Precinct
Tuesday, March  7 at 12:00 p.m. -- Police got 

a report of a cellphone theft inside a store at 2438 
Jerome Avenue. Someone entered a restricted ac-
cess area of the restaurant and took a 47-year-
old woman’s cell phone. He then walked out of 
the store and fled. He is described as an Hispanic 
man who is of average height and build and be-

tween 35-years-old and 40-years-old. He was last 
seen wearing a black hooded sweater, a gray shirt, 
camouflage pants and a black knit cap.

49 Precinct 
Saturday, March 25 at 7:39 a.m. --  Cops re-

sponded to a report of a 71-year-old woman who was 
followed into the elevator of an apartment building and 
robbed. The crime took place in a building at Cruger 
Avenue, near Pelham Parkway. The victim was struck 
in the stomach and had her property forcibly taken by 
a heavy-set Hispanic woman. The individual had long-
braided hair and was last seen wearing a brown jacket 
and brown pants.

50 Precinct 
March 19 at 10:15 p.m. --  Police responded 

to a report of a motor vehicle colliding with a pe-
destrian on Van Cortlandt Avenue West near Sedg-
wick Avenue. They found an 84-year-old man in 
the roadway with head trauma. EMS responded 
and took the man to St. Barnabas Hospital where 
he was pronounced dead on Wednesday, March 
22. The driver remained on the scene. It was later 
determined that the victim was crossing the street 
when he was struck. No arrests were made imme-
diately following the incident. 

SLAIN EMT HONORED AT VIGIL

(Above) EMTs and fi refi ghters remembered their fallen comrade, EMT Yadira Ar-
royo. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Car thieves
strike again

Dear editor,
I would like to make the 

people in the Bronx aware of 
a problem that will only be 
growing.  My truck’s tailgate 
door was stolen one night.  
Just like the tires being stolen, 
it took the thieves only min-
utes to remove the door. 

I did some research online, 
and found that the installation 
of a hose clamp or a lock will 
prevent the theft from happen-
ing.  Also, don’t forget to lock 
your doors.                  

Katherine Steyer

Taking it to
the streets

Dear editor,
A writer recently pledged 

his loyalty to the President, 
bemoaning a purported lack 
of  respect for the offi ce, of-
fering as evidence imaginary 
events such as riots and vio-
lence against Trump support-
ers.

The writer correctly noted 
that there were no protests 
against Obama in 2008.  The 
differences between these two 
presidents are obvious and 
striking.  One was a thought-
ful leader, the other is Twit-
ter devotee.  The Trump presi-
dency presents an existential 
threat to our democratic insti-
tutions and recognizing this 
threat, millions have taken to 
the streets.

Pasqual Pelosi

A New York
State of mind

Dear editor,
The passing of Pulitzer 

Prize-winning writer Jimmy 
Breslin (1928 - 2017) at 88 was a 
sad day for journalism.  He was 
one of the last old fashion report-
ers.  It reminded me of a great 
idea put forward by the team of 
Norman Mailor for Mayor and 
Jimmy Breslin for City Coun-
cil President in the 1969 NYC 
Democratic Party municipal 
primary.  They proposed mak-
ing NYC the 51st state.  

Considering the historic 
imbalance of tax dollars going 
to both Albany and Washing-
ton versus how much state and 
federal assistance is received 

in return, Big Apple residents 
would be better off keeping 
funds sent to Albany.  

With 8,500,000 residents, 
NYC would be the 12th most 
populous state.  The Big Apple 

Colorectal cancer is the 
second leading cause of can-
cer-related deaths in New 
York. Every year, more than 
9,000 New Yorkers across our 
state are diagnosed with col-
orectal cancer and about 3,300 
New Yorkers die from the dis-
ease. And yet, despite these 
alarming statistics, some ar-
eas in the Bronx have colorec-
tal cancer screening rates as 
low as 57%, far below the aver-
age citywide rate of 70%.

The disease is especially 
dangerous because it often 
does not cause symptoms dur-
ing its initial stages and can 
slowly spread throughout the 
body. If detected late, colorec-
tal cancer can be fatal. When 
detected at an early stage, 
however, the fi ve-year sur-
vival rate for colorectal can-
cer is about 90 percent.

Colorectal cancer usu-
ally starts as a small benign 
growth called a polyp. It can 
take up to 10-15 years for a be-
nign colon polyp to become 
colon cancer. The purpose of 
colon cancer screening is not 
only to detect cancer at an 
early stage, but to actually pre-
vent it from ever happening 
by identifying and removing 
these polyps while they are 
still benign. This is easily and 
safely accomplished by a pro-
cedure called a colonoscopy.

The colorectal cancer death 
rate has been dropping in re-
cent decades due to increased 
colonoscopy screening. How-
ever, routine screening can 
be prohibitively expensive for 
low-income or uninsured indi-
viduals. As a result, only 50% 
of uninsured patients in New 
York City are up to date on 
colonoscopy screenings, com-
pared with the citywide aver-
age of 70%.

Access to colon cancer 
screening is a major pub-
lic health challenge and we, 
at the Endoscopy Center of 
New York, believe that no one 
should be denied access to co-
lon cancer screening due to 

could send two United States 
Senators and twelve Congress 
members to Washington.  Over 
time, with growing seniority 
of our Congressional delega-
tion, this could insure a more 

equitable return of federal as-
sistance to NYC.  Imagine over 
the past 48 years how much fi -
nancially better off NYC could 
have been as a state.

Larry Penner

OPED: by Vanessa Joseph 
We must eliminate insurance disparities in 

colorectal cancer screening rates
a lack of fi nancial resources. 
We have an active Community 
Outreach Program which pro-
vides free colonoscopies for pa-
tients who do not have health 
insurance coverage. Our well-
known and highly-respected 
physicians and staff members 
are committed to providing 
personalized and compassion-
ate gastrointestinal care at 
our comfortable, state-of-the-
art facility.  

If you are over 50 years 
old and have no fi nancial re-
sources to pay for colon can-
cer screening, we urge you to 
contact us immediately to de-

termine if you are eligible for 
a free colonoscopy. Our Com-
munity Outreach Program 
is open to all New Yorkers re-
gardless of insurance status.

For more information about 
our program and to check your 
eligibility for a free screening 
colonoscopy, contact me at 
(212) 897-1006 or visit our web-
site at www.ECNY.com. The 
only way to know if you’re at 
risk for colorectal cancer is to 
get screened — and the sooner 
you do it, the better.

Vanessa Joseph is adminis-
trator at the Endoscopy Center 
of New York
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We Never Lose Hope!
Comprehensive

Oncology Care
For Treatment of Cancer and Blood Disorders

Board Certified Oncologist/Hematologist

Emil H. Wassef, M.D., Ph.D.

The Phrase “There is nothing we can do”

is NOT ACCEPTED in this facility

Patients are treated in private rooms in a warm environment

Please Call For An Appointment
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Relatives and friends 

joined Community Board 
6 on Saturday, March 25 to 

Bronxites remember devestating 
1990 Happy Land Club tragedy

commemorate the 27th anni-
versary of the Happy Land 
Social Club Fire, a devas-
tating inferno which tore 

through an illegal two-story 
night club a 1959 Southern 
Boulevard and claimed the 
lives of 87 party goers.

The fi re was caused by Ju-
lio Gonzalez who poured gas-
oline through the club’s only 
entrance and stairwell before 
igniting the combustible af-
ter getting into an allocation 
with his ex-girlfriend, Lydia 
Feliciano, a Happy Land em-
ployee.

Feliciano was one of fi ve 
survivors of the tragedy.

Gonzalez was arrested the 
next day and in September 
1991. He was sentenced to 174 
twenty-fi ve year sentences, a 
total of 4,350 years. 

Gonzalez, 61, died of a 
heart attack last September 
at Clinton Correctional Fa-
cility in Dannemora, New 
York.

The somber ceremony be-
gan with an evening Mass 
dedicated to the victims at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church.

Following the service, a 
procession traveled to the 
Plaza of the Eight-Seven, a 

memorial honoring the 87 
victims located just across 
the street from the former 
night club for a rosary and 
candlelight vigil.

Flowers, wreaths and me-
mentos were laid at the base 
of the obelisk-like monument 
and the names of the de-
ceased were read aloud. 

Karen Lam lit candles in memory of the 87 victims and their families. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Former CB 6 district manager Ivine Galarza (c) and Fr. John Obniski (r) 
from St. Thomas Aquinas Church joined families in remembering the 
many lives lost 27 years ago. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Most insurance plans accepted  •   Secure, validated parking

718-823-0820
3250 Westchester Avenue, Suite 203A, Bronx, New York 10461 

FarahRetinaConsultants.com

✓ Board certified
✓ Dual fellowship trained
✓ Over 20 years of experience

Sam Farah, M.D.
Retina-Vitreous Specialist

“Our mission is to provide 
exceptional care to retinal patients 

at a state-of-the-art facility in 
Pellham Bay.”

Specializing in 
diabetic eye 

disease, macular 
degeneration, 

and other diseases 
and surgeries  

of the retina

Learn about Immigration 
Policies under the Trump    

Administration 

April 20, 2017 @ 7:30 pm  
Bronx YMCA, 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 

For more information: Selenie Villar,                       
svillar@ymcanyc.org, or (718) 829-1564 Ext.2 

 

Come Discuss: 

�� President Trump’s Executive Orders 

�� Your civil rights with Homeland Security, 
with the Police, and at the Airport  

�� Resources for Hate Crimes & 
Discrimination 

�� Access to Legal Resources

PPartners: 

New York City Police Department 
ID NYC 

Commission on Human Rights 
Borough of Immigration 

Sponsored by : 

The Bronx YMCA                        
New Americans Welcome Center 

& 
Councilwoman                              

Annabel Palma 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT
MEDICARE HEALTH INSURANCE,

PRESCRIPTION PLANS OR
COVERAGE COSTS?

WE CAN HELP WITH:
•EPIC
•Medicare Part D
•Medicare Savings Program
•Medicare preventive

services
•Medicare Advantage

•Problems with your
current plan

•“Extra Help” 
Low-Income Subsidy

•Understanding your
health insurance options

For Expert Guidance On 
Your Health Insurance Questions,

Call 311 and ask for HIICAP,
visit www.nyc.gov/aging

or email HIICAP@aging.nyc.gov

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The FDNY discovered a 

‘grow farm’ at 2131 Chatterton 
Avenue on Saturday, March 25 
at 11:30 p.m.

After extinguishing a fi re 
at the Castle Hill residence, 
they found numerous mari-
juana plants in the basement 
and on the fi rst fl oor of the 
house.

Police had to wear masks 
while removing 10 pounds 
of marijuana from the resi-
dence.

Police arrested 65-year old 
Alberto Martinez, the build-
ing’s superintendent, who was 
seen by the authorities exiting 
the back of the house.

Martinez was charged 
with criminal marijuana pos-
session and the criminal sale 
of marijuana, but  the District 
Attorney’s offi ce, dropped the 
charges  due to insuffi cient ev-
idence.

The grow house is cur-
rently under investigation by 
the NYC Offi ce of the Special 
Narcotics Prosecutor.

According to the FDNY, 
fi re marshals determined the 
blaze was an electrical fi re 
that started as a result of an 
illegal connection to the elec-

FDNY fi nd marijuana ‘Grow House’ responding to fi re
tric meter.

Bronxites may remember 
another grow farm that re-
sulted in an FDNY captain’s 
death in September 2016.

Captain Michael Fahy was 
a fi refi ghter who responded to 
the September 27 fi re at 300 W. 
234th Street in Kingsbridge.

The 234th Street house ex-
ploded, injuring more than 20 
people and lead to a charge of 
felony assault for 32-year old 
Garivaldi Castillo and 34-year 
old Julio Jose Salcedo Contrer.

Fahy died after a portion 
of the home’s roof fell on his 
head while the building was 
collapsing.

Castillo and Contrer were 
eventually charged with fi rst 
and second-degree assault and 
fi rst-degree criminal mari-
juana possession.

According to a spokesper-
son for the District Attorney’s 
offi ce, Fahy’s death brought at-
tention to the presence of grow 
houses in the Bronx.

However, she said, grow 
houses have been in the bor-
ough for the last few years.

In addition, she added that 
the operations are getting big-
ger.

Previously, the marijuana 

growers used to operate pre-
dominantly in apartment 
buildings.

However, now they’ve 
moved to private houses where 
they can grow the plants on 
each fl oor of the house.

FDNY spokesperson Frank 
Dwyer described the issues 
grow houses present.

“Illegal operations like this 
pose great dangers to fi refi ght-
ers and residents because the 
work is done without proper 

permits and safety guidelines 
and often involves tamper-
ing with electrical and water 
distribution systems, sealing 
of windows and subdividing 
rooms which can cut off means 
of egress,” Dwyer said.

‘Firefi ghters discovered a ‘grow farm” at 2131 Chatterton Avenue last Saturday. 
 Community News Group/Robert Christie
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Join Us for an

Easter Feast. 

Continuous OPEN BAR with Premium Liquor!

Carving Station
• Lechon, Whole Turkey, 

and Skirt Steak
Wok Station
• Array of Chinese Cuisine
Pasta Station
• Assorted Pasta Choices

Seafood Station
• Shrimp Cocktail
• Clams Oreganata
• Mussels Posillipo
• Fried Calamari
• Smoked Salmon
• Roasted Red Snapper

Chafing Station
• Pepper Steak 
• Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
• Eggplant Rollatini 
• Maduros 
• Arroz Con Gandule • Pollo Asado
• Veal & Peppers • Chicken Cacciatore
• Ropa Vieja

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
RESERVATION!

for only

50
Valet Parking Included

1/2 PRICE, Children 5 - 12 Years
FREE, Children Under 5 Years Maestro’s 

C a t e r e r s
1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844

www.maestroscaterers.com

Sunday, April 16th, 12 noon to 5pm

Music by “Don’t Stop The Music”

FREE Gifts!
FROM THE EASTER BUNNY

for all the kids!

per 
person$
plus 10% service charge
sales tax included

Deluxe Cocktail Hour 12pm -1pm
Dinner
• Spring Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette

Choice of:
• Filet Mignon • Chicken Francese • Shrimp Oreganata

Dessert
• Fresh Fruit and Pastries • Coffee/Cappuccino/Espresso 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
NYPD police offi cer and 

Throggs Neck native Richard 
Haste resigned from the force 
on Friday, March 24 follow-
ing a department hearing ino 
the fatal shooting of Ramarley 
Graham.

Haste shot and killed Gra-
ham, an 18-year-old African 
American male, in 2012 in the 
47th Precinct after chasing 
him from a Wakefi eld bodega 
to his East 229th Street apart-
ment.

Supporters of Graham’s 
family - including his mother 
Constance Malcolm - have 
been asking for Haste’s fi ring 
and prosecution for the past 
fi ve years.

Malcolm and those closest 
to her have been waiting since 
January for Judge Rosemarie 
Maldonado to rule on whether 
or not Haste used the proper 
police protocol in fi ring his 
weapon.

An earlier NYPD internal 
review had determined that 
the shooting was justifi ed.

In addition, a state and fed-
eral grand jury previously ex-
onerated Haste of any crimi-
nal action in regards to the 
shooting.

PO Haste resigns before Graham shooting decision

Maldonado ruled on March 
24 that Haste did not use the 
correct tactics in his pursuit 
and shooting of Graham.

The judge recommended 
that Haste be dismissed from 
the force. 

“The NYPD disciplinary 
trial of Richard Haste ended 

with the right decision: termi-
nation,” Mayor de Blasio said 
in a statement released on 
Sunday, March 26.

However, Haste instead re-
signed before the decision was 
announced, possibly protect-
ing his NYPD pension. 

During a press conference 

on Monday, March 27, Mal-
colm chastised the mayor for 
allowing Haste to resign in-
stead of fi ring him.

They believe a resignation 
will make it easier for Haste to 
get another job as a police offi -
cer in the future.

Both sides have disagreed 
for years on the events sur-
rounding Graham’s shooting.

Haste, along with Sergeant 
Scott Morris and police offi -
cer John McLoughlin, chased 
Graham from a bodega where 
there had been reported drug 
activity.

At the time, they believed 
Graham to be armed and dan-
gerous, a claim Graham’s fam-
ily has disputed. 

After chasing Graham into 
his apartment, Haste yelled 
multiple times for Graham to 
show Haste his hands accord-
ing to court testimony.

Instead, Graham report-
edly began cursing at Haste. 
Also, Haste believed Graham 
had tried to dispose of an item 
in a hallway bathroom upon 
entering the apartment.

According to Haste’s law-
yer, Stuart London, Graham 
did not comply with the police 
offi cer’s request and shot him.

On Tuesday, March 29, 
Malcolm released a statement 
asking de Blasio for the full 
release of Haste’s Civilian 
Complaint Review Board re-
cords.

In addition, she asked that 
Sergeant Morris and police of-
fi cer Mcloughlin be tried  for 
their part in the incident.

“Accountability and trans-
parency shouldn’t be based on 
what’s convenient for Mayor 
de Blasio, it should be based 
on truth and justice without 
delays,” said Graham.

Malcolm has repeatedly 
said she and her family cannot 
feel justice has been served 
until the mayor’s and Com-
missioner O’Neill’s offi ces re-
lease all the details surround-
ing Graham’s shooting and the 
other police offi cers on trial.

Morris and Mcloughin are 
currently facing disciplinary 
action.

Haste has said through the 
media that he thinks every 
day about his actions that day. 

In addition, Haste has of-
fered to meet with Graham’s 
family.

However, Malcolm said 
she has no interest in meeting 
with Haste.

Ramarley Graham with his aunt. NYPD Offi cer and Throggs Neck native 
Richard Haste resigned from the force on Friday, March 24 following a 
department decision in the fatal shooting of Ramarley Graham. 
 Photo Courtesy of Ramarley Graham’s Family
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$100 REBATE
    on qualifying purchases

   APRIL 15—JUNE 26, 2017 SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS
LUMINETTE®  PRIVACY SHEERS 

*

Soften harsh 
sunlight and 
save with 
Hunter Douglas 
window fashions.
 
REBATES AVAILABLE ON SELECT 
LIGHT-TRANSFORMING STYLES.  
ASK FOR DETAILS TODAY.

 
REBATES AVAILABLE ON SELECT 
LIGHT-TRANSFORMING STYLES.  
ASK FOR DETAILS TODAY.

ASK US ABOUT SPECIAL
SAVINGS ON SELECT HUNTER 
DOUGLAS OPERATINF SYSTEMS

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/15/17-6/26/17 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. For certain rebate-eligible products, 
the purchase of multiple units of such product is required to receive a rebate. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate 
claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to application law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month there-
after. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. 2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are property 
of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 17Q2NPS&LC2

CELEBRATE OUR 41st 
ANNIVERSARY WITH US

STOP BY FOR SPECIAL SAVINGS 
THROUGHOUT APRIL

The Curtain Shop & General Store
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Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, April 16, 2017 -12noon-5pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair
Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring:

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show

Choice Of:

FREE GIFTS
For the children

from the 
Easter Bunnies

$50
per person

plus 10% service
sales tax included

1/2 Price For

Children Under

the age of 12
Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 5

years of age

The intersection at Stadium Avenue and Spencer Drive, with its limited 
visibility and incline on Spencer Drive, has some leaders in the commu-
nity petitioning for a four-way stop sign. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two civic groups are com-

ing together to address a pair 
of problematic intersections 
in their closely linked commu-
nities. 

Spencer Estate Civic Asso-
ciation members have started 
a petition drive calling on the 
city to install a four-way stop 
on Spencer Drive and Stadium 
Avenue, an effort the neigh-
boring Country Club Civic As-
sociation is expected to join. 

Both groups are also inter-
ested in seeing the NYC De-
partment of Transportation 
conduct another traffi c study 
of Country Club Road for 
traffi c headed towards Mac-
donough Place, with an eye 
towards alleviating morning 
rush-hour backups. 

Some community mem-
bers want the current ‘right 
turn only’ lane at the Country 
Club Road intersection made 
into a ‘straight or right turn’ 
lane, said Michael McNerney, 
CCCA president. 

The group believes it may 
go a long way to alleviating 
backups that can stretch as far 
back as Kennellworth Place 
some mornings, said McNer-
ney. 

SECA, CCCA look to calm 2 intersections
A spokeswoman from DOT 

stated the agency will study 
both intersections again. 

The Spencer Drive and Sta-
dium Avenue intersection was 
last studied in 2015, and the 
other was surveyed in 2010, 
she stated. 

“Due to continuing com-
munity concerns DOT will re-
open the turn study at Country 
Club Road and Macdonough 

Place this summer, and the 
all-way stop study at Stadium 
Avenue and Spencer Drive 
next spring,” she stated. 

Councilman James Vacca 
is especially concerned about 
Spencer Drive and Stadium 
Avenue, which is a territorial 
dividing line between the two 
civic groups. 

He said he fi rst requested 
a four-way stop at the location 
in 2007. 

“We have asked for the stop 
signs four times,” said Vacca of 
the intersection, adding “The 
problem that you have is that 
Stadium Avenue and Spencer 
Drive is a very awkward inter-
section…at an angle.” 

Vacca said that he would be 
meeting with Nivardo Lopez, 
the new borough DOT com-
missioner, and that the inter-
section would be his top prior-
ity for the area.

“I don’t think the city un-
derstands the seriousness of 
the issues here,” he said. 

Al Carena, SECA presi-
dent, said that Stadium Av-
enue and Spencer Drive is an 
issue because the intersection 
in not at 90 degrees. 

He said it is relatively com-
mon when motoring on Sta-

dium Avenue to ease up and 
begin to travel through the in-
tersection only to fi nd traffi c 
entering the intersection from 
Spencer Drive. 

He said that his organiza-
tion is committed to work-
ing with McNerney and the 
CCCA to address both inter-
sections in their communi-
ties, though he is not aware 
personally of accidents at the 
intersection. 

McNerney said that the 
Stadium and Spencer inter-

We have asked 
for the stop sign 
four times. The 
problem that 

you have is that 
Stadium Avenue 

and Spencer Drive 
is a very awkward 
intersection...at an 

angle.
James Vacca

Councilman

section is a jagged, diagonal 
cross with several different 
blind spots that cause visibil-
ity issues. 

The crossroad is so prob-
lematic that motorists should 
just stop when at the intersec-
tion, whether they have a stop 
sign or not, said McNerney. 

“It is not a plum cross,” he 
said of Stadium Avenue and 
Spencer Drive, adding that he 
sees no reason the CCCA will 
not support the SECA’s peti-
tion effort. 
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GET PAID for what you do

You can now get paid for taking care of your family members and friends,
who have Medicaid and need Home Care Services.

WE ARE ALSO HIRING HHA’s/PCA’s

260 West 35th Street
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*
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First time homebuyer’s           
orientation: 

 
* Open for all 
* 2 Hours /Free of charge 
* Learn what it takes to  
   become a first time home                        
   buyer 
* Grants for down payment                        
   And closing cost 
* Competitive loan products 
* Education and Counseling 
* Referrals to Lenders,  
   Inspectors, Attorneys, Real      
   Estate& Insurance agents 

 
Home Buyers Club Class: 
 
* This course is for bank     
   approved clients & first  
   time homebuyers. 
* One day, 8 Hour class 
* $125.00Fee (Money Order) 
* Will help prepare you for  
   buying your first home. 

 
Fast Track Course: 
 
*Bank approved clients &     
  1st time homebuyers. 
*One day, 4 Hour Class 
*$150.00 Fee (Money Order)  
*Will help prepare for buying   
  You’re first home. 

�

Need repairs? NHS can 
help fix it! 

 
 Grants in combination with a 

low interest rate loan For 
Home Repairs  

 
FREE MONEY up to 

$10,000 Dollars!! 
 

� Roof 
� Boiler 
� Floor 
� Insulation 
� Water main & Sewer 
� Electrical and plumbing 
� Bathroom & Kitchen 

Renovation 
� Window Weatheration 
� Sidewalk & Stoop 
 

*Affordable interest 
Rate Loans 

*Grants up to $10k 
*No prepayment penalties 
*Construction Oversight 

 
Please Call or visit our 

office: 
The Bronx Neighborhood 

Housing Services CDC Inc. 
1451 East Gun Hill Road 

Bronx NY 10469 
718-881-1180 

�

Let us provide you with 
the Loan Modification 

assistance and counseling 
that you need! 

 
You’ll need to bring copies 

of the following 
documents: 

 
o Latest mortgage 

statement  
o 5 recent paystubs 
o Profit and loss 

statement if self 
employed 

o 2 most recent bank 
statements 

o 2 year tax returns 
o Copy of leases and 

bank statements 
showing deposits of 
rental income (if 
applicable)  

o Copy of 
social/pension 
award letter 

o Copies of utility 
bills 

o Hardship letter 
�

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A graphic designer who 

had a long career designing 
LP album art is being show-
cased at a local exhibition. 

Michael Mendel, 83, 
spent the 1960s to the late-
1980s designing record al-
bum art for some of the big-
gest names in music. This 
is the first time his work as 
an album designer has been 
displayed. 

A small sampling of over 
900 albums that he designed 
for performers like Tony 
Bennett, Gladys Knight, the 
Stylistics, Donovan, David 
Cassidy, Mel Torme, and 
many others is on display  
through April at Riverdale 
Senior Services. 

The exhibition of LP ‘jack-
ets’ called ‘Just for the Re-
cord!’ is intended to be a trip 
down memory lane, accord-
ing to Maritza Silva, the cen-
ter’s curator. 

For Mendel, it is a retro-
spective of a career he loved. 

As album art director, 
he was tasked with working 
with photographers and il-
lustrators to market record-
ings, and with collaborating 

Graphic LP artist showcases album jackets

Artist Michael Mendel, who designed album covers and liner notes for 
musical artists from the 1960s through the 1980s, stands beside a col-
lection of his designs currently on display at Riverdale Senior Services 
senior center. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

with record companies and 
the artists. 

“I loved coming to work 
every day,” said Mendel. “No 
two albums were the same.”

During a recent interview 
he was fi lled with stories of 
working with artists and re-
cord company employees to 
come up with ideas – once 
even going so far as to create 
an optical illusion of a piano 
on fi re in the days before dig-
ital alteration of photos. 

 “What was ideal was that 
a cover depict the theme of 
the album,” said Mendel.

He got his start at Colum-
bia Records, now owned by 
Sony, designing the backs of 
Latin American albums. 

“I had never heard of these 
artists,” he said. “It turned 
out that these were million-
sellers in Latin America – 
but it was all Latin to me!” 

As his career progressed, 
he worked for Epic, Para-
mount and independent la-
bels, he said.

Mendel said that one of 
his favorite covers was for 
R&B instrumental band 
Brass Construction’s IV al-
bum, which featured an im-

age of a coin with a design 
of a city under construction, 
complete with cranes soar-
ing against a skyline. 

“I created this coin design 
and we actually had the coin 
made into a souvenir that 
was given out at their con-
certs,” he said.

One of the artists he par-
ticularly enjoyed working 
with was an Israeli per-
former named Benji. 

“What I loved about him 
is that he had a great per-
sonality, and we focused on 
his face in a real close up. It 
printed beautifully.” 

Another standout effort, 
Mendel recalled, was the 
cover for indie-artist Rocky’s 
album ‘Whadda ya want to 
be…when you grow up.’

The artist was photo-
graphed in a variety of occu-
pations: as a businessman in 

a suit, solider doctor, laborer, 
baseball player and even a 
street tough. 

“He was so scared that 
the cops would fi nd us,” said 
Mendel of Rocky during the 
shoot, which featured a photo 
of the artist holding an uzi in 
the city. 

Some artists were very at 
home in his offi ce. Donovan 
was often there, said Mendel, 
adding that he was a very 
spiritual man who made a 
ton of money. 

The diffi cult part of deal-
ing with artists often arose 
when he photographed a 
large musical group and the 
members could not agree on 
which photos to use. 

Mendel own story was at 
times harrowing. 

He was born in Berlin, 
Germany in 1934. His family 
was force to escape the hor-
rors of the Nazi regime in 
1938 and emirgrated fi rst to 
Cuba and then to the United 
States two years later.

In recent years, he has 
blossomed into a fi ne artist, 
painting over 330 canvasses 
of street scenes and land-
scapes. 
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WE WILL FLO
OR YOU WITH

HUGE SAVINGS!

Jimmy
Lanzetta,

Owner, with 
over 40 
years

experience.

MORRIS PARK

FLOORING
1008 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462

718-824-RUGS (7847)

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT
ANY COMPETITORSCOUPON!

Must present competitors coupon 

on or brfore expiration date

WE CARRY
& INSTALL

OPEN: Mon. - Sat.
        7:30 - 6:00pm

FLOORING LINOLEUM AREA RUGS

WINDOW CURTAINS YANKEE CANDLES CARPETING

WE NOW CARRY AND HAVE IN STOCK

FULL SERVICE HOME FURNISHINGS DEPARTMENT

PILLOWS TOWELS THROW PILLOWS

BED SPREADS PILLOWS SHEETS
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at Bronx Community College
 Evening and weekend classes

 English and Spanish classes

 Carpentry, plumbing, electrical, boiler maintenance and HVAC

 Hands-on instruction in an actual “Old House”

 Financial assistance may be available

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Learn Construction 
Skills

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
For the eighth straight 

year, the Bronx is once again 
the least healthiest county in 
the state according to the 2017 
County Health Rankings by 
Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation and the University of 
Wisconsin.

The Bronx fi nished 62nd 
out of 62 counties, far behind 
other NYC counties such as 
Queens - which fi nished 14th 
- and Manhattan which fi n-
ished 11th.

In the study, the Bronx 
ranked last in four of the 
six categories used for grad-
ing - Physical Environment, 
Social & Economic Factors, 
Clinical Care, and Quality of 
Life.

As for the remaining cate-
gories, Health Behaviors and 
Premature Death, the bor-
ough ranked 58th and 47th re-
spectively.

The foundation looked at 
data available as late as 2015 to 
determine the rankings.

“While we remain at num-
ber 62, that does not mean we 
should give up on our efforts 
to strive for better health,” 
said Borough President Ruben 

Bronx still last in health rankings for 8th year
Diaz Jr. in a statement to the 
Bronx Times.

According to his spokes-
person, Diaz also plans to con-
tinue his ‘#not62’ campaign, 
which is a borough wide effort 
to perpetuate healthier habits 
and better quality of life in the 
Bronx.

Despite being last, Jan 
O’Neill, associate researcher 
and community coach for the 
County Health Rankings, was 
very pleased with the work the 
Bronx is doing to raise their 
rating.

“What the Bronx has been 
able to do is extraordinary 
with bringing their prema-
ture death rate down,” said 
O’Neill.

The study defi ned prema-
ture death as people dying un-
der the age of 75 

From 2012-2014, the Bronx 
averaged 6,700 premature 
deaths per 100,000 residents.

Top performers in the 
study throughout the United 
States averaged 5,200 prema-
ture deaths in the same time 
span.

Top performers in New 
York averaged 5,300 prema-
ture deaths.

While, the Bronx averaged 
1,000 premature deaths more 
compared to its U.S. and state 
competitors, O’Neill said it 
was important to realize how 
far the Bronx has come since 
the study began in 2009.

From 2009 to 2011, the 
Bronx was averaging 7,313 
premature deaths.

O’Neill also pointed out 
that throughout the country 
deaths of people ages 15-44 are 
increasing due to drug over-

doses.
However, the Bronx is de-

creasing the amount of drug 
overdoses for people 15-44 
years old.

For those discouraged by 
still holding last place, O’Neill 
pointed out a few factors to 
keep in mind.

“One of the things is this 
is really more of a marathon 
than a sprint,” she said of the 
Bronx’s drive to get healthier.

In addition, she said while 

the Bronx is becoming health-
ier, other counties may be do-
ing the same which makes it 
harder to move up the rank-
ings.

Like O’Neill, Diaz also 
stressed patience in the fi ght 
to get healthier.

“We are witnessing real 
progress towards a healthier 
Bronx, but this work takes 
time,” said Diaz. 

Much like attaining good 
health, no one said getting out 
of last place was going to be 
easy, no one promised quick-
fi xes and overnight improve-
ment,” he added.

According to the study, the 
Bronx improvements are: vio-
lent crime is down, mammog-
raphy screenings are up and 
residents are doing more to 
forego the need to visit hospi-
tals.

“The new data clearly dem-
onstrates that we are making 
inroads in important areas of 
disease prevention – critical to 
decreasing health care dispar-
ities and advancing the long-
term health of our commu-
nity,” said Steven M. Safyer, 
M.D., president of Montefi ore 
Medicine.

For the eighth year in a row, the Bronx is again the least healthiest county 
in the state according to the 2017 County Health Rankings by the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of Wisconsin. 
 Community News Group/Robert Christie
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Doctors are teaming up with civil-

ians to teach wound care basics should 
the unexpected occur.  

An American College of Surgeons’ 
initiative known as Stop the Bleed, 
which trains civilians in identifi ca-
tion and treatment of life-threating 
wounds, was brought to Co-op City at 
Bartow Community Center on Thurs-
day, March 30. 

The class, designed to help every-
day people stop or slow bleeding and 
buy time for paramedics to arrive, was 
hosted by Jacobi Medical Center in 
conjunction with Community Board 
10. 

Jacobi had already had its security 
personnel take the class, said Dr. John 
McNelis, Jacobi surgery chairman. 
The class is between 90 and 120 min-
utes. 

The course trains people in com-
pression and pressure for life-threat-
ening bleeding, how to pack a wound 
and how to use a tourniquet. 

“We are teaching simple techniques 
to treat injuries that may occur any-
where,” said McNelis, adding that the 
training is not all that different from 
educating people in CPR and defi bril-
lator use.

Applying pressure and using a 
tourniquet is something simple that 
anyone can do, said the doctor. 

“We think it’s important to teach 
people a really usable skill that may 
one day save a life,” said McNelis.

He explained that with an extrem-
ity wound to a major blood vessel, such 
a Femoral artery in a leg, the actions 
taken by individuals could prevent ex-
sanguination, or major blood loss. 

The Stop the Bleed initiative grew 
out of the experiences of medical per-
sonnel at the Sandy Hook massacre in 

Jacobi Medical, CB 10 hosts 
‘Stop the Bleed’ training

Newtown, CT in 2012 that claimed the 
lives of 20 children and several adults 
when an armed gunman stormed an 
elementary school. 

A doctor that examined the wounds 
that killed the Sandy Hook victims, 
Dr. Lenworth Jacobs, spearheaded 
Stop the Bleed after determining in 
some cases the wounds that led to sev-
eral deaths might not have been fatal 
if pressure was immediately applied, 
said McNelis. 

Jacobs, Connecticut’s Hartford 
Hospital Trauma Institute’s director, 
visited Jacobi on Tuesday, February 
28 to address medical personnel about 
the education and training initiative. 

The Stop the Bleed training, which 
includes a short informational video, 
was designed to save lives in ‘Black 
Swan’ events like Sandy Hook or the 
2013 Boston Marathon bombing, but 
could work in cases where people are 
in accidents and need immediate help, 
said McNelis. 

The information is more likely to 
be useful for situations that arise with 
one or two injured people, than they 
are on a mass scale, said McNelis.

Retired fi refi ghter and commu-
nity activist John Marano, who was 
trained in similar techniques to the 
ones taught in Stop the Bleed, said he 
believes the training is a good idea be-
cause there are defi nitely opportuni-
ties for EMS to be held up in traffi c or 
otherwise delayed. 

“I think it is a good idea for Jacobi 
to take a proactive approach,” said Ma-
rano, adding that if people know these 
techniques they can help their family. 

The hospital is in the process of 
planning other Stop the Bleed events, 
said a Jacobi spokesman. 

For more information on Stop the 
Bleed, visit bleedingcontrol.org. 

A Stop the Bleed event already took place on the Jacobi campus on Friday, January 20 and 
now the hospital plans on going out into the community to train people to provide medical 
assistance. Photo courtesy of New York City Health + Hospitals / Jacobi

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 10465 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

Have your lips fi lled 
and get a 

10% Discount!
BD Members: 

ENJOY OUR 
BOTOX SPECIAL

$50 OFF 
your next treatment and still earn 

your points!
On 20 units or more

New BD members 
welcome!

St. Patrick’s 
Day

SPECIAL!!!
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WE SAY
YES!

40 YEARS
IN BUSINESS

BANKS
SAY NO.

INSTANT LOAN!
WHY DEAL WITH FLY BY
NIGHT PAWNBROKERS?

WE GIVE
LOANS AND BUY
Coins $ Gold $ Silver $ Jewelry $ Diamonds
Watches $ Tools $ Electronics $ iPods, iPads,
iPhones $ Laptops $ Cameras $ Playstation 4

7 LICENSED LOCATIONS IN NEW YORK STATE
No Credit or Background Check, Strictly Confidential.

All Loans Are Insured by Lloyd’s of LondonStore Hours: Monday - Saturday 10am-5pm

QUICK CASH
Pawnbroker Empeños

THANK YOU
QUICK CA$H!

WHAAAT?

Toll Free 855-393-CASH (2274) www.quickcashpawnusa.com
All loans insured by Lloyd’s of London

0%
INTEREST
FOR THE
FIRST MONTH

New Customers Only

10%
EXTRA

One coupon per customer.

Must Present Coupon at time of Purchase.

WE BUY
ALL UNWANTED AND
OLD GOLD, SILVER,
COINS & DIAMONDS

2712 Westchester Square
Pawnbrokers LLC
2712 E. Tremont Avenue

(In Westchester Square - Across from Wendy’s)
Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 892-1954

BRONX
Westchester Jewelers
& Pawnbrokers LLC
199 North Avenue
(2 Doors off Main Street)

New Rochelle, NY 10801
(914) 738 LOAN (5626)

NEW ROCHELLE

QUICK CASH of 37th
Jewelers & Pawnbrokers LLC

88-15 37th Avenue
Jackson Heights, NY 11372
(718) 803-CASH (2274)

JACKSON HEIGHTS
QUICK CASH

of Wappingers Falls LLC
1708 Route 9 North

(Next Door to Lumber Liquidators & Nutz)
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590
(845) 297 CASH (2274)

WAPPINGERS FALLS

QUICK CASH
of Middletown LLC
125 Dolson Avenue

(In ShopRite Shopping Center - Campbell Plaza)
Middletown, NY 10940
(845) 343 LOAN (5626)

MIDDLETOWN

QUICK CASH
of White Plains
70 East Post Road

White Plains, NY 10601
(914) 437-8118

WHITE PLAINS

Ridgewood III
Jewelry LLC

55-22 Myrtle Avenue
Ridgewood/Queens, NY 11385

(718) 497-CASH (2274)

RIDGEWOOD/QUEENS
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NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING, APRIL 10TH, 2017
INTENT TO AWARD AS A CONCESSION THE RENOVATION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A 

PARKING LOT AT ORCHARD BEACH, PELHAM BAY PARK, BRONX TO PARKING SERVICES PLUS, INC.

NOTICE OF A JOINT PUBLIC HEARING of the Franchise and Concession Review Committee and the New 
York City Department of Parks and Recreation to be held on Monday, April 10th, 2017 at 2 Lafayette Street, 14th

Floor Auditorium, Borough of Manhattan, commencing at 2:30 p.m. relative to:
INTENT TO AWARD as a concession the renovation, operation and maintenance of a parking lot at Orchard 
Beach, Pelham Bay Park, Bronx (“Licensed Premises”), for a potential fifteen (15) year term, to Parking Services 
Plus, Inc. Compensation to the City will be as follows: for each operating year, Parking Services Plus, Inc. shall 
pay to the City license fees consisting of the greater of a guaranteed minimum annual fee versus a percentage 
of gross receipts (Year 1: $165,000.00 vs. 15%; Year 2: $165,000.00 vs. 15%; Year 3: $165,000.00 vs. 15%; 
Year 4: $165,000.00 vs. 15%; Year 5: $165,000.00 vs. 15%; Year 6: $735,000.00 vs. 68%; Year 7: $771,750.00 
vs. 68%; Year 8: $810,337.50 vs. 68%; Year 9: $850,854.38 vs. 68%; Year 10: $893,397.09 vs. 68%; Year 11: 
$938,066.95 vs. 68%; Year 12: $984,970.30 vs. 68%; Year 13: $1,034,218.81 vs. 68%; Year 14: $1,085,929.75 
vs. 68%; Year 15: $1,140,226.24 vs. 68%).
A draft copy of the agreement may be reviewed or obtained at no cost, commencing Friday, March 24, 2017, 
through Monday, April 10, 2017, between the hours of 9 am and 5 pm, excluding weekends and holidays at the 
NYC Department of Parks and Recreation, located at 830 Fifth Avenue, Room 313, New York, NY 10065.

Individuals requesting Sign Language Interpreters should contact the Mayor�s Office of Contract Services, Public 
Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, 9th Floor, New York, NY 10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than SEVEN (7) 
BUSINESS DAYS PRIOR TO THE PUBLIC HEARING.

TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICE FOR THE DEAF (TDD) 212-504-4115

hristina’s airwork

LICENSED HAIRSLIST
Call for an interview

718-597-8681
2911 Bruckner Blvd

Bronx 10461

ALSO SPACE FOR RENT W/ PRIVATE ENTRANCE

WANTED
GEORGE’S RESTAURANT

Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 03/31/2017

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Bronx middle school has 

decided to raise awareness 
about gun violence through a 
campaign.

Last week, One World Mid-
dle School participated in 
WE Day, where the students  
started a ‘Pledge For Peace’ 
campaign to prevent gun vio-
lence.

The students decided to 
create the anti-violence cam-
paign after being inspired by 
a fellow peer within the school 
who had experienced gun vio-
lence fi rst hand.

Students mainly raised 
awareness by fi lling out 
pledges on hand cut hearts 
that read, “I experience vio-
lence when __________. I sign 
for peace.”

After realizing that the  
pledge campaign was such a 
huge success at their school, 
students decided to expand 
their message and partnered 
with students from Santa El-
ena Elementary School in Be-
lize, a country hindered by 
gun violence.

Santa Elena and One World 
Middle School now have a 
‘Partnership for Peace’, and 

School starts ‘Pledge For Peace’ campaign
more than 3,000 petitions have 
been collected between the 
two schools.

Last week, the students of 
One World Middle School also 
visited the United Nations to 
learn about what else they can 
do to grow their campaign.

“One World Middle School 
is an amazing example of 
bright, motivated kids want-
ing to make a difference in 
the community because the 
passion is already there,” 

said Caitlin Robisch, director 
of WE Schools for New York 
Tristate at WE. “They have 
a great group of administra-
tors, teachers and students, 
and we could not be happier 
to nurture that passion by 
providing them with the tools 
and resources necessary for 
them to take action against 
violence.”

The fi rst ever WE Day New 
York Welcome will take place 
on Thursday, April 6, when 
One World Middle School and 
other students will join Martin 

Luther King III, Daya, Talib 
Kweli, Rowan Blanchard, 
Winnie Harlow, Buzz Aldrin, 
Jordan Fisher, Angie Marti-
nez and others at Radio City 
Music Hall to celebrate creat-
ing change in their local com-
munity.

WE Day, which has been 
in the United States since 2012 
and takes place in 16 cities 
across North America and the 
United Kingdom, unites world 
renowned speakers, present-
ers and award-winning per-
formers with thousands of 

One World Middle 
School is an amazing 

example of bright, 
motivated kids 

wanting to make 
a difference in the 

community because 
the passion is already 

there.
Caitlin Robisch

young individuals and fami-
lies to celebrate and inspire 
changing the world.

In the 2015-2016 school 
year, more than 113,000 stu-
dents from over 3,500 schools 
across the U.S. volunteered 
more than 2,675,000 hours and 
raised more than $4,000,000 in 
support of various causes.

WE Day, part of the WE 
organization, will see more 
than 200,000 participants this 
year, and is the world’s largest 
youth empowerment event.

One World Middle School students make heart gestures during their visit to the UN, symbolizing peace. 
 Photo courtesy of WE
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The technology and medi-

cal fi elds are booming, as 
companies continue to hire 
armies of scientists and engi-
neers. 

In fact, many jobs go un-
fi lled simply due to the lack 
of skilled job candidates, said 
Laura Perloff, director of Ad-
vocacy and Strategic Alli-
ances for PhRMA, a pharma-
ceutical trade group. 

“We often have more jobs 
available than we are able to 
fi ll,” Perloff said. “That’s be-
cause we don’t have enough 
people educated in the areas 
we need.”

Perloff joined Assembly-
woman Latoya Joyner on 
Thursday, March 16, to an-
nounce a grant to help fund 
STEM programs at CIS 303 
Leadership and Service Acad-
emy in Morris Heights. 

The $2,000 grant will go to-
wards STEM (Science Tech-
nology, Engineering and 
Math) education. 

The women talked with 
students about STEM careers 
and answered questions about 
their respective fi elds.

Afterwards, Joyner said 
she was asked by PhRMA 

Joyner, PhRMA bring STEM funds to CIS 303
representatives to identify a 
school in her district to take 
part in the initiative, and that 
CIS 303 was the school that 
came to mind.

“We were just exposing 
the kids to STEM programs, 
and this grant will basically 
help bring the industry to the 
classroom,” Joyner said. 

Over 300 students currently 
participate in technology pro-
grams at the school, and an af-
terschool coding club partici-
pated in a Google coding event 
held earlier this year. 

“Many of them have inter-
est in the STEM fi elds, and 
they are all going to wonderful 
places,” Joyner said. “I think 
this program will help them 
see that this dream could be-
come a reality for them.”

Across New York state, 
around 50,000 people are em-
ployed in the pharmaceutical 
industry, and the average sal-
ary in the fi eld is more than 
twice the national average. 

Many of the students who 
attended the event said they 
were interested in pursuing 
STEM-based careers.

“I was going to pursue 
psychiatry, but now I want to 
pursue medical science,” said 

eighth-grader Annmarie Easy, 
who said she planned to attend 
the selective Beacon School in 
Hell’s Kitchen next fall.

Fellow eighth-grader Clau-
dia Valdez said she was taking 
STEM classes and was consid-
ering the medical fi eld after 
attending Inwood Early Col-
lege For Health And Informa-
tion Technologies.

“Maybe I could work in 
medicine and work to fi nd a 
cure for diseases affecting our 
population today,” she said.

Seventh-grader Abdur Ibra-
him said the presentation was 
helpful to learn about medical 
and technology careers.

“A lot of people are telling 
me to become a doctor, but I 
don’t know what I want to be 
yet, but this made me want 
to be a doctor even more,” he 
said.

Another seventh-grader, 
Cheimahou Yaya, said she had 
wanted to be a surgeon all her 
life. She said the presentation 
inspired her to pursue that 

dream. 
“When I was young I would 

play surgery games, and I’ve 
been studying up on it on You-
Tube and Google,” she said.

Principal Patricia Bentley 
said the funding was very wel-
come at her school, and that 
she was proud of her students, 
her ‘303 Children.’

“They were just model stu-
dents, with really good ques-
tions and engagement and a 
level of professionalism that is 
expected,” Bentley said.

Students at CIS 303 in Melrose Heighs met with Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner and representatives from 
PhRMA about STEM careers at a March 16 event. PhrMA and Joyner are donating $2,000 to the school for STEM 
programs. Arthur Cusano
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The Bronx Excellence Lottery is open from January 17th 2017 to April 1st 2017. 

To apply please visit bronxexcellence.org/district/1116-Enroll-Your-Child.html for an online application. 

Excellence Community Schools are based on a National Blue Ribbon Award K-8 program that began with 
Bronx Excellence 1. ECS is a family of free, public charter schools in the Bronx, NY & Stamford, CT. 

When EEXCELLENCE is expected, 
we aim higher, we think bigger, and we RRISE UP!  

 
 
 
 

  BBronx Excellence 1 (K-8) 
 1960 Benedict Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10462 
  BBronx Excellence 2 (K-2) 

 1804 Holland Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10462 

  BBronx Excellence 3 (K-1)  
 Coming to District 10! 

718-828-7301 
BRONXEXCELLENCE.ORG 

“Expect Excellence” 
ORG
e”  

Bronx Excellence is hiring! For more information, please visit: 
excellence-community-schools.workable.com  
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
BronxNet is debuting a new show 

called ‘The Bronx Now’ on Monday, 
April 3 which will bring the Bronx busi-
ness community into the spotlight.

The Bronx Now will feature host Joe 
Kelleher, president of Simone Metro 
Properties, and introduce owners of 
both small and large business in the 
Bronx.

“The Bronx is now a symbol of ur-
ban renewal in many ways,” said Mi-
chael Max Knobbe, executive director 
of BronxNet. “There’s so much oppor-
tunity and people have come together 
to build a very liveable and wonderful 
community that’s evolving.”

“What we wanted to show was that 
community,” said Knobbe.

Kelleher and his guests will tape 
their episodes in the BronxNet East stu-
dio at Mercy College in the Hutchinson 
Metro Center.

However, they will also travel to dif-
ferent areas of the Bronx to visit busi-
ness and learn more about Bronx cul-
ture.

“We are extremely happy to present 
this program highlighting the people, 
places and businesses that make the 
Bronx such a special place,” said Kelle-
her.

In addition to informing Bronx res-
idents about the business in their bor-
ough, the show will also teach its view-
ers tips for better business.

“We have a young borough and 
we have future business leaders now 
who are hungry for knowledge,” said 
Knobbe. “And we have great [business 
owners] across vectors that can educate 
and really present what’s here [in the 
Bronx] and what we have to offer.”

Knobbe is hoping this show discour-
ages the unsavory assumptions that 
some people may have about the Bronx.

“This is just another way that we at 
BronxNet work together to defy the neg-
ative stereotypes, instill community 

pride and inspire,” he said.
Kelleher shared Knobbe’s senti-

ments, hoping the show will attract peo-
ple who are thinking about doing busi-
ness and living in the Bronx.

“Hopefully this new series will help 
shine a spotlight on the New Bronx, 
shed light on the borough’s great in-
stitutions, businesses and people, and 
help promote the Bronx as a wonderful 
place to live, work and visit,” said Kelle-
her, vice chairman of the Westchester 
Square Business Improvement Dis-
trict.

The show’s fi rst episode will focus on 
Westchester Square, visiting historic 
sites such as the Huntington Free Li-
brary and St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

In addition, viewers will get the 
chance to meet local business owners in 
the area.

“Something like this brings out 
what we’ve always looked for - recogni-
tion and curiosity about what’s here and 
why people are here,” said Lisa Sorin, 
executive director of the Westchester 
Square BID. 

The Bronx Now will not only focus 
on business. Viewers will also get the 
chance to visit various Bronx neighbor-
hoods, hear discussions on health care 
facilities and health care access, and 
learn about different educational insti-
tutions and opportunities.

New episodes will debut on the fi rst 
Monday of each month at 8 p.m. on 
Channel 67 on Optimum and Channel 
33 on Fios.

From there viewers can catch repeat 
episodes each Monday at 6:30 p.m. and 1 
p.m., Tuesdays at 8 p.m., Wednesdays at 
6:30 a.m. and 3 p.m., Saturdays at 9 a.m., 
4 p.m. and 11 p.m., and Sundays at 11:30 
a.m.

BronxNet will host a launch party 
for The Bronx Now on Monday. April 3 
at 6 p.m. at the Residence Inn by Mar-
riott at the Metro Center Atrium at 1776 
Eastchester Road.

‘The Bronx Now’ spotlights 
Bronx businesses

‘Bronx Now’ host Joseph Kelleher (r) interviewed Dr. David Cherkas (l), Elmhurst Hospital 
medical director for PA Program, for the premiere episode. Photo by Fernando Justiniano
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Together, We Can

After the hospital, I was worried that I 
wouldn’t be able to live in my own 

apartment anymore. Then I met Alison,
my ArchCare Community Life 

Care Manager. 

  Leonza B.,
Manhattan

To find out how an ArchCare Care Manager like Alison can help you or 
someone you care about stay healthy and safe at home, 
call and speak with an ArchCare Care Navigator today at

855-951-CARE (TTY/TDD: 711),
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week | www.archcare.org

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care | 
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice
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(Left) Buckley is a 6-7 year old English Bulldog who has 
been at the shelter a long time. He is a good dog, but 
needs an experienced owner, preferably a single per-
son. He loves to play but can be toy aggressive. Buckley 
should be the only dog, no children, no cats, no other 
pets. Buckley has his own facebook page: http://www.
nbanimalrescue.org/buckley.

(Right) Daniel is a sweetheart black cat who has 
been overlooked because of his color and has been a 
long-time resident despite his loving personality. He 
was shy when he fi rst arrived but came out of his shell 
and loves to give and receive affection. Gets along with 
other cats as he lives in the free-roaming cat room. He 
looks like a little panther but is very friendly. . 

To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginningani-
malrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

NEW BEGINNING 
ANIMAL RESCUE PETS

Jeanne Jugan Home for the Aged, located at 2999 
Schurz Avenue, is always in need of brand new or 
near-new items that can be sold in its gift shop and 
Annual Christmas Bazaar. 

They have a special need for new toys. Other 
items include jewelry, gift sets, electronic items,  
specialty items, new tagged clothing, accessories, 
and collectibles. No VH.. 

If you have any questions regarding a donation, 
contact Joanne at the home (347) 329 1800.  Make sure 
packages are securely wrapped attention Joanne/
gift shop  If possible drop off donations during the 
weekdays.

Donations needed for 
Jeanne Jugan Home

Do you need help getting to and from your med-
ical appointments?  Transportation Services are 
available to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., in community districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for all medical appoint-
ments

• Courteous, Professional drivers
• Clean Vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair 

lifts 
For further information, contact Mildred Car-

dona, program director of the R.A.I.N. Transporta-
tion Program at (718) 882-8513.  

Transportation 
services for seniors

FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
March 31 from 11am-3pm 

JApril 7 from 2pm-6pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED) ONLY:  
April 3rd at 10am SHARP

at 2125 Glebe Ave, Bronx, NY 10462

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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Easter Sunday
Extravaganza
Sunday April 16, 2017

2:00 - 7:00 pm
R E S T A U R A N T

PINE
EST.  1969

Our Extended Cocktail Hour:
Chef’s Selection of Passing Hors D’oeuvres| Baby Lamb Chops

Eggplant Rollatini| Baked Clams|Fried Calamari
Our Old School Antipasto Display| Prosecco Aperitivos

Easter Artisanal Breads
THE MAIN EVENT  

Carving Station:
Leg of Lamb| Sirloin of Beef| Honey Roasted Turkey

Pasta Station:
Stuffed Shells| Farfalle alla Vodka

Orecchiette Broccoli di Rape + Sausage
Specialties:

Chicken Scarpariello| Veal Marsala| Grilled Salmon + Shrimp
Scampi Style| Seasonal Vegetables Medley

Signature Potato Croquettes
Viennese Hour:

An Array of Cordials | Pastries +Cakes |Traditional Italian Cookies
Our Fab-o-licious Chocolate Fountain

Beverages:
Pine’s Premium Open Bar 

Soft Drinks| Coffee| Tea| Espresso 
Children 12 and Under - Half Price 

Entertainment by DJ SERG
Easter Egg Hunt| Easter Basket for the kids

Photos with “Frankie Fudge” the Pine’s Very Own Easter Bunny
$60.00 Per Person - All Inclusive

Space Is Limited, Make Your Reservation Early
718-792-5956 | www.fjpine.com
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THROGGS NECK

Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

NYC Transit Authority Emerald Society Girl Scout Troop 1194 honoring Sal Randazzo

Honorary grand marshal Arleen Knapp

Honorary grand marshal Jack O’Connor

Honorary grand marshal John P. Quinn

Honorary grand marshal Patrick Boyle

Honorary grand marshal Daniel Smith

Local elected offi cials

Honorary grand marshal Eleanor Kelly

Honorary grand marshal Jack Mullane

Honorary grand marshal John Steel

Theodore Korony American Legion Post #253 Girl Scouts Brownie Troop 1157

Girl Scouts Troop 1057 Riverdale Children’s Theatre Remembering FDNY Lt. Mark McKay
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THROGGS NECK

Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Throggs Neck Home Owners Association The Chippewa Democratic Club

St. Frances de Chantal School

The DA Beach Club

Inishfree School of Irish Dancing

Urban Institute of Mathematics

Elevator Constructors Union Local No. 1

United Association Local Union No. 1 Plumbers of NYC

St. Raymond Academy for Girls

St. Catharine Academy

NYC Laborers International Union Local # 79

New York Ancients Fife and Drum Corps Girl Scouts Brownie Troop 6124

OLA Girl Scouts St. Raymond Elementary School Marching Band Little Prodigies Daycare
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Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Country Club Civic Association St. Benedict School

Cardinal Spellman High School St. Raymond’s Gaelic Football Club Academy of Mount St. Ursula

Salesian High School Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Inc.

Legendary's Dining Room NOW OPEN
$5 Bar Sandwiches all Day   $7 Lunch Specials Everyday

Full Dining Room Menu Always Available
Steaks • Burgers • Chops • Appetizers • Seafood • Salads • Pasta • Desserts

Legendary Bar and Grill 3513

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 

4pm-7pm. Free Buffet
Pints & Bottles 
Domestics $3  Imports $4

Well Drinks $4 

Apple, Dirty & Expresso Martinis $5

Sunday Football
Beef Nachos $5 

Cheese Burger & Fries $7 

FREE HOT DOGS 
1pm-7pm
Monday 

50¢ Jumbo Wings All Day
Thursday 

12am - 2am FREE Buffet

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Daily Special Now delivering 

7 days a week! 

From 5pm-10pm

For 

full menu details 

visit Grubhub 

and 

Seamless
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BY SHENIQUA JOHNSON, RN
THE NOT-FOR-PROFIT 

VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK
Staying healthy can be a challenge 

for everyone, especially as we age, but 
for those managing diabetes, keeping 
aware of changes in your health is crit-
ical. According to the CDC, diabetes is 
the seventh leading cause of death and 
can lead to permanent disability and 
serious health issues. 

As a registered nurse at the Visit-
ing Nurse Service of New York, my col-
leagues and I are trained to meet the 
specialized care needs of frail, older 
patients who’ve been diagnosed with 
diabetes. Even when a patient is doing 
everything right— managing blood 
sugar levels, exercising, eating healthy 
etc.,—a host of complications can sur-
face, such as heart problems, nerve 
damage or blindness. It is important to 
stay in the know on these common dia-
betes-related complications and know 
what to watch out for.

Diabetes can open the door for these 
serious health problems:

1. Heart Disease – According to the 
ADA, approximately two out of three 
people living with diabetes dies from 
heart disease. Diabetes affects choles-
terol levels and raises the bad choles-
terol while lowering the good choles-
terol. When this happens, arteries are 
narrowed by a build-up of fatty materi-
als and the chances of having a heart 
attack or stroke double. If you have 
chest pain, shortness of breath, sweat-
ing, pain or discomfort in the arms, 
back, jaw or neck, or have nausea with 
exertion, call your doctor or 911.

2. Neuropathy – It is likely that al-
most half of people with diabetes have 
nerve damage, according to the ADA. 
This condition causes loss of sensation 
and it makes it easier to injure your-
self without noticing. Additionally, 
poor circulation and neuropathy leads 
to a compromised immune system—
your body can’t fi ght off infection or 

heal from wounds quickly. Although 
not everyone will suffer from neuropa-
thy, be sure to control your blood glu-
cose levels and report symptoms to 
your doctor.

3. Foot Problems – Poor circulation 
and nerve damage can lead to infec-
tions of the foot—sometimes serious 
ones that spread to the bone, leading 
to amputation. When you notice a cut 
or other injury on your foot, keep it 
clean and notify your doctor immedi-
ately. You can also avoid infections by 
keeping toenails short, wearing com-
fortable shoes and scheduling regular 
checkups with a podiatrist.

4. Retinopathy – Eye trouble is 
common among people living with 
diabetes. Some symptoms to watch 
out for include black smudges on the 
eye, blurred vision, sudden loss of vi-
sion in one eye, seeing rings around 
lights, dark spots and fl ashing lights. 
Again, by managing blood glucose 
levels you can avoid damage to your 
eyes, and you should also consider 
annual eye exams by a retina spe-
cialist.

5. Kidney Failure – According 
to the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), diabetes is the most common 
cause of kidney failure. Although it 
can take up to 15 years to develop, it 
is a slow-growing problem that those 
living with diabetes should monitor. 
Pay attention to fatigue, an decrease 
in urination frequency, lack of concen-
tration, sleep trouble, muscle cramp-
ing at night, lack of appetite, eye puffi -
ness and swollen feet/ankles. You can 
also get routine tests to monitor kid-
ney function.

Today, 26 million Americans are 
living with the disease, but by 2050, as 
many as one in three adults could be 
living with the disease—keep yourself 
protected and informed. 

For further information on diabe-
tes care, visit www.vnsny.org or call 
1-800-675-0391.

Diabetes Management

BY: HEALTH SENIORS CLICC
If you’re older, you may wonder if 

it’s too late to quit smoking. Or you 
may ask yourself if it’s even possible 
to quit at your age, especially if you’ve 
tried more than once and haven’t been 
successful. Although it can be chal-
lenging to quit when you’re older, there 
are proven ways to do it. You CAN be 
successful.

Most older adults who smoke know 
that it’s not good for them. Taking one 
puff of a cigarette can lead to disease, 
disability, and death. They know that 
quitting would lead to many improve-
ments in their life. If they quit, they 
know they could likely have more 
money, less coughing, better smelling 

Smoking cessation: put out the fi re
breath, fewer wrinkles, and more en-
ergy. It affects nearly every single or-
gan in the body. It causes cancer, heart 
disease, stroke, lung diseases, bron-
chitis, emphysema, and a multitude of 
other illnesses. These illnesses are not 
just limited to those who have smoked. 
This also extends to those who are 
second hand smokers and the users 
of smokeless tobacco. Children who 
are exposed to the harmful effects of 
smoke are at increased risk of respira-
tory infections 

If you have health problems, then 
many of your symptoms, your qual-
ity of life, and your future health will 
start improving almost immediately if 
you quit now. For example,

• 20 minutes after quitting, your 
heart rate drops to more normal lev-
els.

• 2 weeks to 3 months after quitting, 
your heart attack risk begins to drop 
and your lung function begins to im-
prove.

The key is to begin smoking less 
and working toward a goal of not smok-
ing at all. 

Resources for smoking cessation 
programs:

CDC - 1-800-QUIT-NOW.
NYC -866-NY-QUITS. You can also 

text NYC QUITS (877-877) to receive 
support in real time to help you quit 
smoking. 

Free smoking cessation programs 

in the Bronx can be found at: Jacobi 
Medical Center, Lincoln Medical and 
Mental Health Center, Morrisania Di-
agnostic and Treatment Center, North 
Central Bronx Hospital, and Segundo 
Ruiz Diagnostic and Treatment Cen-
ter.  

Take the fi rst step to better health 
by quitting. 

Healthy Seniors CliCC is continu-
ing to recruit and train volunteers to 
educate older adults throughout the 
Bronx. If interested, contact Mr. Jeff 
Lucas, Program Manager at RAIN at 
347-202-8805.

Co-Sponsored by the Hartford In-
stitute for Geriatric Nursing at NYU 
and R.A.I.N.

The Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce and Ridgewood Savings 
Bank invite you to attend a Free 
Small Business Financial Work-
shop on Wednesday, April 26, from 
5 to 7 p.m., at the Hutchinson Metro 
Center, 1200 Waters Place.

Meet Ridgewood Savings Bank 
Business Relationship manager 
Vanessa Baijnauth, chairperson of 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s 
Young Professionals Network, and 
learn the importance of success-
ful business planning and network 
with others small business owners. 

A question and answer session 
with industry professionals will fol-
low. 

After the presentation, enjoy a 
martial arts demonstration by stu-
dents from Bronx Shotojuku, a tra-
ditional Shotokan Karate School in 
Throggs Neck.

Bring business cards. Shake 
hands. Share ideas. Meet your busi-
ness peers. Walk away with poten-
tial new business and new business 
associates. 

Fore more information or to 
RSVP (by Friday, April 21) call (718) 
828-3900 or phil@bronxchamber.
org.

Ridgewood Savings Bank, 
founded in 1921, is the largest mu-
tual savings bank in New York 
State, with over $5 billion dollars 
in assets. With brick and mortar lo-
cations throughout seven counties; 
Queens, Bronx, Kings, Manhattan, 
Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester 
and a unique Mobile Branch that 
“Brings the Bank” to older adult 
and assisted living facilities, Ridge-
wood Savings Bank continues to 
serve its community as it did in 
1921, with their continued focus al-

ways on their customers.
Some reasons to attend business 

networking events
• Increase your visibility by mak-

ing sure your face and your message 
get in front of the same people on an 
ongoing basis.

• Start relationships that will 
lead to new alliance and refer-
rals and make sure to follow-up to 
deepen those relationships.

• Offer and receive referrals. The 
best way to fi ll a need is with some-
one who has already proven him/
herself with someone you know. 
Networking events are great for 
this kind of referral exchange.

• Stay current on trends in your 
industry with new information you 
can gather at these events.

• Become and stay connected to 
key infl uencers in your industry 
and within your target market.

• Find solutions to your prob-
lems. Odds are someone else has 
had and solved your current situ-
ation. You, in turn, can offer solu-
tions to others.

• Learn and become motivated. 
Leave with new ideas, inspirations 
and a regenerated sense of motiva-
tion.

Visit www.bronxchamber.org 
for networking events as well as 
other Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
events in your area. For more infor-
mation call (718) 828-3900.

Additional funding for Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce programs 
and services, in conjunction with 
NYS Senator Jeffrey Klein, NYC 
Council Member Andy King, are 
made possible with support from 
NYC Small Business Services, 
Bronx H.I.R.E., and the U.S. Small 
Business Administration.

Small Business
Financial Workshop
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THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF SANTA MARIA 
2352 SAINT RAYMONDS AVENUE 
BRONX, N.Y. 10462 (� 718 828 2380) 
(PARKING AT ZEREGA AND GLEBE) 
  www.santamariaparish.us/ 

 

...invites YOU to our Holy Week 
Masses and Services.. 

Holy Thursday - April 13th 
�� 8:00PM -Concelebrated Mass of the 

Lord's Supper—(Trilingual) 
�� (Adoration before the Repository  

until 1:00AM) 

Good Friday - April 14th 
NO  7:00AM ,  8:15AM or  7:00PM MASSES 
�� 7:00PM - Liturgy of the Passion and 

Death of the Lord: Adoration of the 
Cross and Holy Communion (English) 

Holy Saturday - April 15th 
�� CONFESSIONS: 3:00PM to 6:00PM 

�� 8:00 PM - Easter Vigil Mass— 
The Resurrection of the Lord 
(Trilingual)  

 

HOLY WEEK 2017 
Eve of Palm Sunday – April 8th 
�� Saturday - 5:00PM (Evening Mass) 
 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the 
Lord - April 9th 
�� Masses: 8:15AM (in italiano);  

English: 10:30AM, 12 Noon and 5:00PM 

 

Monday of Holy Week – April 10th 
�� Masses at 7:00AM, 8:15AM & 7:00PM 
CONFESSIONS: 2:00PM to 9:00PM 

April 16th—Easter Sunday Masses / Domingo de Pascua 
8:15AM (in italiano)               9:15AM (en español) 

English: 10:30AM, 12 Noon and 5:00PM 

 

S E M A N A  S A N T A  2 0 1 7  
 

Domingo de Ramos de la Pasión del 
Señor—9 de abril  

 

Santa Misa: 9:15AM (en español) 
 
 

Lunes de Semana Santa – 10 de abril 
 

Confesiones en Español:  
2:00PM a 9:00PM 

Jueves Santo - 13 de abril 

�� 8:00PM—Misa Solemne de la Última 
Cena (en español e inglés) 

�� Adoración del Santísimo Sacramento 
hasta la 1 de la madrugada  

 

Viernes Santo - 14 de abril 
�� 3:00PM - Coronilla de la Divina 

Misericordia en español  

�� 8:30PM - La Pasión del Señor y 
Adoración de la Santa Cruz y La 
Santa Comunión—servicio en 
español 

 

Sábado Santo - 15 de abril  
�� CONFESIONES  - 3:00PM a 6:00PM 

�� 8:00 PM - Vigilia Pascual— 
Misa de La Resurrección del Señor– 
en español y en otros idiomas 
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Tiffany Drysdale will offer two free 
one-hour workshops in the Green 
Building Meeting Room at St. Helena 
Catholic Church, 1315 Olmstead Av-
enue, that will help sharpen one’s job-
seeking skills.  

The fi rst will be Interview 101 on 
Sunday, May 7 at 11:30 a.m.  This 
workshop will teach skills concerning 
how best to interview for a job. 

The second workshop is Resume 
Building on Sunday, June 4 at 11:30 
a.m.  This workshop will teach resume 
writing skills that will help land you that 
initial interview. 

 Drysdale is a job recruiter in the 
health-care fi eld, and she will be of-
fering her knowledge to people in the 
community who are looking for em-
ployment.  

For more information, call the rec-
tory at (718) 892-3232.

* * *
The New York City Department 

of Sanitation announced a major ex-
pansion of its curbside food scrap and 
yard waste collection program. This 
year, the program, which collects “or-
ganic” waste and turns it into usable 
compost or renewable energy, will be 
made available to more than two mil-
lion additional city residents. The pro-
gram began as a pilot for 3,200 resi-
dents in spring 2013 and is already 
available to nearly one million resi-
dents citywide.

 This expansion is the department’s 
latest effort to make food scrap, food-
soiled paper and yard waste recycling 
available to all New Yorkers by the end 
of 2018, with either curbside service 
or convenient neighborhood drop-off 
sites.

 The fi rst districts to receive service 
as part of this year’s expansion are 
Brooklyn community boards 1 and 16 
in May. Brooklyn community boards 2, 
13 and 15 will also receive service in 
June.

 The curbside program will continue 
to expand through the summer and 
into the fall including Bronx community 
boards: 8, 10, 11 and 12.

All single-family homes and build-
ings with nine or fewer residential units 
are automatically enrolled in the vol-
untary program. Residential buildings 
with 10 or more units may apply to par-
ticipate. Building managers may fi nd 
more information on the application 
process at http://on.nyc.gov/request-
organics.

 All eligible households will receive 
a starter kit which includes an indoor 
kitchen container, an instruction bro-
chure, and either their own outdoor 
brown bin or a larger one to share 
for the building. Residents place food 
scraps and food-soiled paper products 
into their kitchen container. Residents 
then transfer the material to their out-
door bin for DSNY collection on their 
pick up day. Yard waste may be placed 
directly in the bin, or placed at the curb 
in open, unlined containers or in paper 

lawn and leaf bags.
The collected material is managed 

locally and regionally. Some organic 
waste is turned into compost, and 
used locally by greening groups, such 
as urban farmers, community garden-
ers, and street tree stewards to rebuild 
the City’s soil.

Residents who do not currently re-
ceive curbside collection may visit food 
scrap drop-off sites offered through-
out all fi ve boroughs. To help bring the 
program to all residents by the end of 
2018, the drop off programs will be ex-
panded this year. For more informa-
tion, visit nyc.gov/organics.

* * *
The Accelerated Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Nursing degree program in 
the Department of Nursing at Lehman 
College was rated the second best in 
the country for 2017 in a recent survey 
conducted by GeriatricNursing.org. 
The report was released on March 16. 
Among the top fi ve schools are Duke 
University, Johns Hopkins University, 
Michigan State University, and Gy-
wnedd Mercy University.  

 To determine the top schools with 
accelerated BSN programs, Geriatric-
nursing.org surveyed 170 institutions. 
They considered costs, academic 
standards, accreditation, time required 
to complete, required clinical experi-
ence, advance degree options, and 
user-friendly websites.

Most individuals interested in the 
accelerated BSN program are seek-
ing a career change or looking for a 
profession with more stability and ben-
efi ts. According to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, when compared to 
other occupations in health services, 
registered nursing as a profession is 
projected to grow by 16 percent from 
2014 to 2024. Still, the U.S. is currently 
experiencing a nursing shortage that 
experts expect will grow to more than 
260,000 by 2025.

 Lehman College launched its ac-
celerated generic BSN program in 
2010. Since then, 112 nurses have 
graduated and many are now working 
in various Bronx-area hospitals, clin-
ics, and centers, including Montefi ore 
Medical Center, Bronx-Lebanon Hos-
pital, Jacobi Medical Center, and other 
parts of NY state.

 On average the program receives 
up to 100 applications each year—
only twenty are admitted. In addition 
to holding a baccalaureate degree, ap-
plicants must fi rst apply and gain en-
try to the College before applying to 
the Nursing Department. Entrance re-
quirements are rigorous, but so is the 
course work. Students complete the 
same courses as the students in the 
traditional program, but do this in one 
year. That means that they have to de-
vote an exceptional number of hours in 
class time and also in clinical areas.

 Visit the Department of Nursing’s 
website for more information on the 
program.

Free workshops at St. Helena

The boss claims that we make more tips than what we
actually do. He has threatened to fire us if we don’t sign
papers misstating what we earn. We need to stop all of the

abuse and exploitation.”
Those words, from a car wash worker at Las Vegas car wash

in Brooklyn, New York, before he and his co-workers joined the
RWDSU and won a union contract, summarize the experiences of
far too many employees of New York’s car washes. Despite the
progress hundreds of workers have made by winning a union
contract, workers throughout the industry continue to be victims
of wage theft. Numerous times over the past decade, industry
leaders have paid hefty settlements to their workers in cases
involving wage theft, even as recently as this year.

One of the contributing factors of this wage theft in New York
is the so-called “tip credit.” The tip credit is a part of New York
State minimum wage law that allows industry operators to pay
car wash workers a different, lower minimum wage. In theory,
workers’ tips are supposed to make up the difference, and
possibly more. And, if workers’ tips don’t raise the level of pay to
at least the minimum wage, car wash employers are supposed to
make up the difference in additional hourly wages.

But tip credit does not work in the car wash environment. It’s
a vehicle for wage theft and contributes to systemic
underpayment of car wash workers – exactly what the car wash
unionizing campaign and car wash workers have been fighting
against. Investigations have shown that employers don’t always
make up the extra pay for workers when tips are short, and car
wash workers don’t always receive the tips customers presume
are going into their pockets. We shouldn’t be giving unscrupulous
employers additional incentives to underpay their workers, and
that’s exactly what tip credit does in the car wash industry. 

The solution: passage of legislation currently before the New
York State Senate and Assembly that would require car wash
workers be paid the full minimum wage. They could still receive
tips, but they would also be guaranteed the state minimum wage.
This would help prevent wage theft, and it would help car wash
workers better predict their weekly pay. 

In the current environment, immigrant workers are under
increased stress. The last thing they need are the additional
worries of having their wages stolen and being underpaid for their
hard work. We are calling on the state legislature to protect them
by doing away with the tip credit in the car wash
industry, and sending a signal to car wash
employees that their work is valuable, and
to the industry that the state is serious
about ending wage theft at the state’s car
washes. 

By Stuart Appelbaum, President
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

Our Perspective

Car Wash Workers
Deserve 
Fair Wages

“



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 31-APRIL 6, 2017 41  BTR

            Saturday, April 29th, 2017

ENTERTAINMENT AND

DOOR PRIZES
Linens

and many more Great Prizes!

First Prize: $1000

Second Prize: $300

 Third Prize: $200

50-50
RAFFLE

Tickets And Chance Books 

Available In Rectory

Card Party

Holy Family Church’s

MECHLER HALL 
2158 Watson Avenue (Off Castle Hill Avenue)
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPECIAL DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT

Shih-Tzu, Maltese and Yorkie!!
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

50% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

917-957-6800

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425
3 bedroom/2 bath.  Throggs Neck-Pelham Bay. Laundry in building $2150.

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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Miguel Sang (c) proudly displayed his artwork to Gene DeFrancis, Al-
lerton International Merchants Association director and Jacqueline 
Villanueva, of MAS Productions. Photo by Ray Maldonado

The Allerton International Merchants Association painted the town 
green during its St. Patrick’s Day Paint Party Fundraiser on Wednes-
day, March 22 at the Sanz Banquet Hall. The fun-fi lled celebration 
featured painting, wine tasting and delicious corned beef, chicken 
marsala, baked ziti and salad courtesy of Gasolina Lounge.

ALLERTON MERCHANTS’
ST PAT’S PAINT PARTY

(l-r) Avvry Concepcion; Jose Mariscal, dance teacher and Carlos 
Quintero had Bronxites dancing to the beat of better living. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

With support from Councilman Ritchie Torres, non-profi t New York 
community health plan Amida Care presented ‘Movement with 
Rhythm’, a free community ‘Live Your Life’ wellness event on Satur-
day, March 25 at Grand Slam Banquet Hall. The energetic event inspir-
ing fi tness and healthy living in the Bronx featured a lively dance 
class designed for all ages and an interactive Latin dance workshop 
led by the Lorenz dancers.

AMIDA CARE HOSTS
DANCE MOVEMENT

Young patients at the Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore spent a morning being dazzled by the stars of Broadway 
including performers from top shows like ‘Wicked’, ‘Mary Poppins’, ‘Billy Elliot’ and ‘Shrek the Musical’ on Tuesday, 
March 21. Patients, staff and families were treated to a performance from members of Project Broadway, a non-
profi t organization providing enriching opportunities for youth to explore theater arts.

(l-r) Colonel Benjamin Tallmadge Chapter’s Jean Hayter, regent; Linda Zeccola, treasurer; Laura Kraig and Joan 
Barnes, vice regent enjoyed the history-centric meeting. Photo by Thomas X. Casey

The Huntington Free Library and Reading Room hosted the Daughters of the American Revolution’s meeting of the 
local Colonel Benjamin Tallmadge Chapter on Sunday, March 19. Thomas Casey, Huntington Free Library president, 
presented ‘The Battle of Westchester Square 1776’ during the meeting.

HUNTINGTON LIBRARY HOSTS DAR MEETING

Rosanna Garcia (l) enjoyed meeting ‘Wicked’ performer Laura Woyasz. Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

BROADWAY STARS PERFORM AT CHAM
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SERVING 
GERMAN SPECIALTIES 

EVERY DAY, NOON 
TIL CLOSE

GERMAN
MONDAYS

Take Me Out To The Ball Game…
Yankees/Mets Opening Bar Specials
Yankees/Tampa Bay  Sun. April 2nd 1pm
Mets/Atlanta Braves  Mon. April 3rd 1pm
Yankees/Tampa Bay (Home Opener)
Mon. April 10th 1pm

** 25¢ Wings (8 fl avors to pick from)
** $5 Specials - Irish Nachos, Clam 
    or Shrimp Special, Disco Fries
** Buckets O’Beer Specials
** Specials available at bar only. 
     Two drink minimum required for specials.

** 25¢ Wings (8 fl avors to pick from)

** $5 Specials
     Irish Nachos, 
    Clam or Shrimp Special, 
    Disco Fries
** Buckets O’Beer Specials
** Specials available at bar only. 
     Two drink minimum required for specials.

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESS!!!!

FINAL!! 

APRIL 3RD

BAR 
SPECIALS!! 

(8–10)

Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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EARLY BIRD DINNER
Monday–Thursday

4PM–6PM

Soup or Salad,
 Entrée, Coffee & Dessert

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes choice of Mimosa, 
Bloody Mary or Glass Of Beer

Traditional Irish Breakfast

COMPLETE
LUNCH

MON. – FRI.

$7 BAR LUNCHES
Monday–Friday 12PM–4PM

$2 DOMESTIC
PINTS
Til 6PM

$1495

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB 
TUESDAYS
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Calvary Hospital recently hosted its 
most recent group of Emergency Medi-
cal Technicians from The Fire Depart-
ment of the City of New York (FDNY).

During their one day visit to the 
hospital’s Bronx campus on Wednes-
day, March 22, the seven EMTs learned 
about Calvary’s unique approach and 
international leadership in palliative 
care, how to best care for patients at 
the end of life, effective pain manage-
ment tips, and made rounds with two 
Calvary physicians.

 The EMS members are currently 
enrolled in a 9-month training pro-
gram to become certifi ed paramedics. 
EMS members have basic life support 
skills. Paramedics, with advanced 
life support skills, practically bring 
the emergency room to wherever it is 
needed.

 “Since the fi rst group of EMS mem-
bers came to Calvary 13 years ago, we 
have found this training to be invalu-
able to our paramedics. Our goal is to 
ensure the safety of all New York resi-
dents,” said Maria Levoce EMT-P CIC, 
Paramedic Original Program Clinical 
Liaison, FDNY EMS Training Acad-
emy.

“Our collaboration with Calvary 
allows us to provide our members 
with the tools and knowledge to care 
for all patients, even those at the end 
of life. Our EMS members tell us fre-
quently how meaningful it was to be at 
Calvary and learn from them. Our stu-

Calvary Hospital hosts FDNY EMTs
dents have voted Calvary their favor-
ite rotation in the training program.”

Calvary and FDNY have collabo-
rated since 2004 with this Palliative 
Care module. This is one of 60 modules 
in the curricula for their paramedic 
training program. More than 60 men 
and women are enrolled in FDNY’s 
2017 paramedic training program. All 
will visit Calvary before they graduate 
later this year.

“Since 1985, we have shared our 
palliative care expertise with health 
care professionals from around the 
country and the world,” noted Robert 
A. Brescia, MD, director of the Pallia-
tive Care Institute and director of Psy-
chiatric Services, Calvary Hospital. 
“We are delighted with our long term 
collaboration with FDNY.”

PCI’s annual visitors include health 
care professionals from coast-to-coast 
and over 800 medical students, resi-
dents and fellows from throughout the 
greater New York area. They come to 
Calvary for visits ranging from one 
day to several months.

In 2005, the NIH’s National Cancer 
Institute designated Calvary “an inter-
national leader in palliative care” and 
invited us to participate in the Middle 
East Cancer Consortium (MECC).

Comprised of the national minis-
tries of health from Egypt, Turkey, Is-
rael, Cyprus, Jordan, and the Palestin-
ian Authority, MECC members have 
visited Calvary regularly over the past 

decade. Since its inception in 1865, The 
Fire Department of the City of New 
York has helped lead efforts to make 
New York the safest big city in the na-
tion. FDNY is the largest Fire Depart-
ment in the United States and uni-
versally is recognized as the world’s 
busiest and most highly skilled emer-
gency response agency. The Depart-

ment’s main goal is to provide fi re pro-
tection and other critical public safety 
services to residents and visitors in 
the fi ve boroughs.

The Department also works to con-
tinually educate the public in fi re, 
life safety and disaster preparedness, 
along with enforcing public safety 
codes.

FDNY EMTs currently enrolled in the paramedic training program spent an entire day at 
Calvary Hospital’s Bronx Campus. Calvary educated them about palliative care and pain 
management that will be helpful in the fi eld. Maria Levoce EMT-P CIC, Paramedic Original 
Program Clinical Liaison, FDNY EMS Training Academy (pictured far left in striped shirt) and 
Thomas Durkin EMT-P CIC, Paramedic Original Program Clinical Coordinator (Pictured far 
right in blue shirt) fl ank the current EMS members in the paramedic program. In the front 
row (l-r) Kathleen Wood, Brittany Wood and BoAnn Thorpe. In the back row (l-r) Timothy 
Stein, Johan Velasco, Randy Brokman and Javin Schaefer.

(Front, l-r) Angelique Vega, Kasey Hayes, Ashley DeLeon (co-captain), Gabriel Vega (co-captain), Mariah Villalon, and Jasmin Juliano.  (Back 
row, l-r) Angelica Lawton, Angelique Taveras, and Cheyenne Tobar.

-They think robotics is amazing.  
They love to build, practice circuit de-
sign and program computers.  They 
spend hours after classes in the STEM 
lab tinkering, experimenting, build-
ing, and even doing peer tutoring so 
that they all stay strong students.  
These are the Comets, the St. Catha-
rine Academy Robotics Team.

The nine member team will head 
out to Council Bluffs, Iowa on Tues-
day, April 4, to compete in the US Open 
Robotics competition, a national event 
sponsored by the Create Foundation.  
They are the fi rst all-girl robotics team 
in New York State to achieve this mile-
stone.

Begun in 2012, the Comets compete 
in matches as part of the VEX Robotics 
Competitions in the greater New York 
area.  

This season they have captured 
four prestigious awards:  the Innovate 
Award, Create Award, Design Award 
and the Judges Award.  

These awards recognize the unique-
ness of their robot design as an inno-
vative piece of engineering, recognize 
unique design solutions demonstrat-
ing creative thinking, and recognize 
the team’s organized and professional 

SCA Robotics team to compete in Nationals

approach to the design process.  In re-
ceiving the Judges Award the team 
earned special recognition for their 
exemplary effort, perseverance, and 
team accomplishments.

While enormously proud of her 
team reaching national competition, 
Sheree Petrignani, robotics teacher 
and team coach, said that reaching Na-
tionals is not the end goal of the pro-

gram.  
Citing that all of the students as-

pire to a future career in STEM, Petri-
gnani said, “The goal of the program 
is to learn engineering skills such as 
programming, wiring and building.   
The fact that they are winning is a re-
fl ection of what they have learned.”

The sole senior on the Comets, 
Angelique Taveras, will be heading 

to Lafayette College, PA, on a Posse 
Scholarship to study engineering in 
the fall.  As for the other team mem-
bers, co-captain and sophomore Ash-
ley DeLeon, is attracted to biomedical 
engineering, while sophomores Kasey 
Hayes and Angelica Lawton look to a 
future in mechanical engineering and 
Mariah Villalon hopes for a future as 
an electrical engineer.
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TOO TIRED TO COOK?
YOU RING... WE BRING...

$1000 MIN.
Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

CORONA
BEER 

BUCKETS

FRESH 

CLAMS! 
MUSSELS!

We Deliver to The 
Beach Clubs!

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK

MON – WED
Sunday & Thursday 

At The Bar - 
Starting At 6pm

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS
NOT AVAILABLE ON HOLIDAYS

CHECKOUT OUR WEEK DAY 
BLACKBOARD SPECIALS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS RIB EYE STEAK!

MUSEELS!
STEAKS! 
CHOPS! 
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

PLANNING A PARTY?
HAVE IT AT OUR HOUSE OR YOURS

MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

PIZZA
SPECIAL

Buy 
2 Large Pies 
& Get An Order 
Of Wings Free

Eat-In Or To Go

Come Watch the NCAA Final Four and 
Championship Game At Brady’s and 

Enjoy 20¢ Wings & Drink Specials!
Saturday 4/2 South Carolin v.s. Gonzaga 

and Oregon v.s. North Carolina & 
Championship Game On Monday 4/4
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Seventh grader Katie Caminito was proud of her Peace Symbol Foil art. Photo by Laura Stone Nelly Danaz was an artist in action. Photo by Laura Stone

Kindergartner Hayden LaSalle-Roper showed off her fl oral art and awesome 
tiger face paint. Photo by Laura Stone

Adam Rosado (r) proudly displayed his sketch of Pokémon’s Lucario with support from his friend, Sebastian 
Alexander (l). Photo by Laura Stone

(front, l-r) Seventh graders Jenna Hernandez, Isabella Alvarez, Kaitlin Sat-
taur and art teacher Geri Baron (back, r) showcased some vibrant geom-
eteric designs and colorful masks. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Art teachers Shamin Aderle, Ed Mouzon, Stacy Cameron and Geri Baron 
celebrated their student’s creativity and talent. Photo by Laura Stone

St. Raymond students’ artistic side was on full display at their parish’s annual art show. For the seventh year in a row, St. 
Raymond Elementary, St. Raymond Academy for Girls and St. Raymond High School for Boys students showcased their awe-
inspiring artwork on Sunday, March 26. The visual feast featured more than 1,000 pieces made in various media including 
pencil, pen and ink, painting and sculpture; a Sketch Center face painting; cupcake decorating and refreshments. 

St. Raymond Parish Art Show A Visual Feast
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

 

BEER CRAZED MONDAYS-> 1-6pm
$1 OFF ANY BEER 

$2 SLIDERS (BEEF OR PORK, MINIMUM OF 3) 
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 

 

TEQUILA TUESDAYS -> 4-7pm 
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES 

$1 OFF NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS 
$6- GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS 

$5- QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili) 
 

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$4 GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

RED OR WHITE SANGRIA - $7 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$3 WELL DRINKS

$5 MARTINIS 
$5 COSMOS 

$4 IMPORTED PINTS (GUINESS $5) 
$4 IMPORTED BOTTLES 

 $5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 
$5 NACHOS 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS-> 4-8pm 
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS 

$1 OFF ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS 
$3.00 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guinness $5) 

$3.50 DOMESTIC BOTTLES - $4.00 IMPORTED BOTTLES 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

The Wicked Wolf
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET

$18 
95  

per person

WE NOW DELIVER 7 DAYS A WEEK!

25¢ WINGS AND DRINK SPECIALS!

FINALS WEEKEND
AT THE WOLF!

COME CELEBRATE
METS OPENING DAY
ON MONDAY 4/3

YANKEES OPENING DAY
SUNDAY 4/2 AT THE WOLF...

WITH 25¢ WINGS AND DRINK SPECIALS!
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Linda Martinez Lino graciously accepts her award from (l-r) Senator Diaz, Assembly members Crespo and Sepulveda, Councilman Salamanca and Assemblyman Pichardo. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.’s Offi ce

In honor of Garifuna Heritage Month, Senator Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Councilman Rafael Salamanca and assembly members Marcos Crespo, Luis Sepulveda, Michael Blake and Victor Pichardo 
celebrated the seventh annual Abrazo Garifuna Banquet in New York’ On Friday, March 17 at Maestro’s Caterers. This year’s distinguished honorees were U.S. Navy veteran Edson Arzu; 
Mirtha Colon, Casa Yurumein president; Pablo Gomez, Central American Parade and Music Festival founder; Linda Martinez Lino from Comgarigua; Felipa Manaiza, Community Board 9 
Youth and Education Committee board member and Murphy Valentine, Casa Yurumein advisor.

ELECTEDS CELEBRATE ABRAZO GARIFUNA IN NY

Borough President Diaz (l) and Brooklyn Borough President Adams (r) held an informative panel discussion during their hearing. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Brooklyn 
Borough President Eric Adams co-hosted the fi rst 
hearing of their ‘Gifted and Talented Task Force’ on 
Monday, March 20 at Bronx High School of Science 
to study issues surrounding gifted and talented 
education in NYC public schools and the admission 
process for specialized high schools. The next hear-
ing will be held in Brooklyn on Tuesday, March 28 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration 
Plaza on 1368 Fulton Street.

DIAZ, ADAMS HOST 
GIFTED & TALENTED 

HEARING

(l-r) Honorees Bertha Lewis and Councilwoman 
Palma; Borough President Diaz; Mistress of Cer-
emonies Juliet Papa, 1010 WINS Radio reporter 
and honoree Milagros Baez O’Toole. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

In honor of Women’s History Month, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. formally recognized a 
few exemplary female leaders during his annual 
celebration on Thursday, March 23 at Manhat-
tan College. This year’s distinguished honorees 
were Bertha Lewis, the Black Institute founder 
and president; Councilwoman Annabel Palma 
and Milagros Baez O’Toole, Acacia Network Board 
chairwoman.

DIAZ CELEBRATES 
WOMEN’S HISTORY 

MONTH
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Some people do not have the ability 
to begin saving for retirement early on. 
Others may have brushed retirement 
savings aside for so long that they are 
now worried that it’s too late to begin 
socking away money for retirement.

While it’s best to start saving for re-
tirement as early as possible, the good 
news is that it’s never too late to start 
planning for retirement. If your 40th 
birthday has long passed and you’re fi -
nally thinking ahead to retirement, con-
sider these catch-up strategies.

ment savings plans. A fi nancial planner 
can point you in the right direction, or 
consult with your employer about em-
ployee programs. Deposit money into a 
401(k) or 403(b) plan or another retire-
ment vehicle. Jump on any opportunities 
when your employer matches invested 

there are any government incentives. De-
pending on your age, you may be able to 
deposit more money into such accounts 
than other investors.

to save more money for retirement. Fig-

ure out where you can save some money 
you can then allocate to retirement sav-
ings. Maybe you can reduce insurance 
coverage on an older car or raise your 
deductible? Downsize cable packages or 
skip that costly cup of coffee on the way 
to work. Perhaps it’s time to look for a 

pact car instead of an SUV. Any money 
saved now will benefi t you when the time 
comes time to bid farewell to the work-
force.

ple who retire fi nd themselves bored and 
looking for ways to fi ll their time, and as 
a result more and more people are delay-
ing their retirement, which also gives 
them more time to save for that day when 
they do call it quits. If you want to work 
less, discuss and negotiate a phased re-
tirement with your bosses that allows 
you to stick with your employer but grad-
ually work fewer hours until you retire 
completely. You may be able to work part-
time for several years and retire when 
you’re most comfortable.

Even if you are 50 you still have a few 
decades before retirement, which leaves 
lots of time to grow your retirement sav-
ings. But you may want to consider more 
aggressive funds that can help you catch 
up more quickly than less aggressive in-
vestments. Just know that aggressive 
funds may also leave you susceptible to 
substantial losses.

Visit your nearest Ponce De Leon 
Federal Bank and speak to a specialist 
for more information.

ADVERTORIAL

Rebounding 
from a late start 

to retirement 
savings

Bronx Locations
www.poncebank.com

2244 Westchester Avenue
30 East 170th Street

980 Southern Boulevard
5560 Broadway

™

DISCOVER THE
PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

THE CONVERTIBLE IRA CD

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) shown are effective as of 02/01/2017. Minimum opening deposit is $500.00 to qualify for the promotional offer. These promotional IRA Certificates of Deposit allow a one-time 

conversion to any other IRA CD type without penalty during the term. Promotion will expire on 4/18/2017. Rates and provisions subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Early withdrawal fees 
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Hindus and Bronxites let their colors shine bright in a vibrant springtime celebration. Lotus Flame Res-
taurant hosted its second annual Bronx Phagwah Holi Mela on Sunday, March 19 near Castle Hill Little 
League. The free event featured cultural programs by local artists, prayers, Tassa drumming and dancers 
and temple youth performing Chowtal and Holi songs and dances. Phagwah or Holi is a festival of colors 
celebrating the coming of spring and the triumph of good over evil.  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Lotus Flame Restaurant co-owners Jen-
nifer Garib (l) and Savitri McCrea (r) 

presented an award certifi cate 
to Steffi nie Karamchand.

Detective Herawattie Jeeuth from the 
41st Precinct gave everyone a colorful 
shower.

Kristie Narine (c) graciously accepted her 
certifi cate from Jennifer Garib (l) and 
Savitri McCrea.

BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 31-APRIL 6, 201752 BTR

rrrrrrigigigigigigigigiggiggiggggghththtthhthhthhthhththththhththtt i iiiiin nnn nnnnn nn aa aaaaaaaaaa vivivvvivvvivviviv brbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrrbrrrananaanannananaanananananaaaa
gwggwgwgwwgwgwgwgwwgwwgwwgwahahahahahahahahhhhhhhha H H HHHH HHHHHoolololoooooo i iiiiiii MeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeMeeMeMM lalalalalalalalaalalalalaaalaaala 
rrrrrrramamamamamamamamamamaaaaamms s ssssssss sss bybbybybybbybybybybybybybybybbybybb  loccccccccoooco alalalalallalalaalalaaa  a a aaaa aa aaaarrrrrrrrrrr
lililillillllll  s sssss ssss sononononononononononononnonnggsgsgsgggsgsggsggssggggg  aa aaaaaaaaaaaandndndndndndndndndndnddndnddnnd d dd d ddd d d d d ddddddddaananaanaaanaanananananaann

mmmmmphphphphphphphphpphphphphphphphppp  o o oo o oooooooooff ff f f f ff f gogogogogogogoggogogogoooodododododododododooddddoddodd ooooo oooooovvvvveveveeevvevevevverrrrrr

auauuaauauuauaurararaaaaaraaaantntntntnttntnnntnt ccccc cccco-o-o-o-ooooooo owowowowowowwownnnnenennnnerss 
anananannanaa d dd dd dd d ddd SaSaSaSaSaSaaSaaSaaS vivivivivivivivv trtrtrtrrtrtrrrtriiii i  i McMcMMcMcMcMMMMMM CrCrC ee

dd ddd ananananananananana  a a a aaaawawawawawawawawaardrdrdrdrdrdrdddrdrdrr  c cccc c  ccererererrererere tit fi fififi fi
eeeeeeeeffiffiffiffiffiffifffiffifif nnn nnnnnieieieeieeieee KK KK K KKKararrararaaramamamamamamammmchchchccccccc anaannannaannna

HiHiHiHiHiHiHHHiHiHHiHindndnndndndndnndddndususussusussususususususu aaa  a a aaaaaa a ndndndndndnddndndnd BB BB BBB BBB B BBBBBB BBrororroorororororroorororrror nnxnnnnnnnnnnnnnnxittitttittitttttteseseeseseseseseseseseeseeese  l llllllllleteetetettteteteteeett  tttt tt ttttthehehehheheheheheheheheheheeeeiririririiriririirrrrr c ccc cc cc cccccccccc ololololololooloolololololoooolooooorororororororrrooorroroo sss s sssss s s s shshshshshshhshhshshshshhhshiinnininininininiinininnne e eeeeeeeeeeee brbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbrbbrbrrb
tttatttaaaatat ururuururanannannananaanttttttt  t hohohohohohohohohohohohohhohooooststttttststtstttstttedededededededededdededeeeedeed i i i i  iiitstststststststststststtsssstt sss s ss ssss sss ssececeeeeeee onoonnnd ddddddd anananaanannnunununununununuunun alalallalaaaaaaaaa  BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBrorororrororororororororrroorroor nxnxnxnxnxnxnxxnxnxnxnnn P PP PPPPPPPPPPPhahhahhahahahahahhahahahhagggggggggggg
LeLLeLeLeLLeLeLeLLeeeeeLLeeagagagagaagagagagagagaaagaaa ueueueueueueueueueueuueeeeeeeue.... ThThThThThThThThhThhThhe e eeeeeeee ee frfrfrrrfrff eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee e ee e e e ee e eeeeevevveveveveveveeveevvevevvvventntntntntntntnntntntnttt f f ffff fffeaeaeaeaaeaaeaeeeeaatututuututuututuuttut rrrererererrerer dd dd d d d d ddddd cucucucucucucucuucucucccucuultltltttltltltttlttl urururururururuurrururru aalalalalaaaalaaaaaaa  pp p p ppp pppp p p ppprooooorororrororororororor grgggrgrgrgrggrgrgrgrgrg
anananananananannananannannnna dd dd dd d ddddd dd teteteteteeteteteteteteempmpmpmpmpmpmpmppmpmpmmmmpmpmppmppplelelelleleleleleleleellee y y y yyy yyy yy yyyyououououououououououououuuoouuoououthththththththththththtththtthththh ppp ppppp p ppp p p ppperererererererererrerererererererfofofofoffofoffofofofofoofooooormrmrmrmmmmmmmrmrmmmrmmrmmr iiniinnininninininnninnng g g g gggggg ggggg ChChChChChChCChChCChChhChC owowowowowowowoowwowowooowooooowtaatatatatattataatatatataallll lll ll ll l l aaannananananananananananaanddddddddd d dddd dd HoHoHoHoHoHoHoHoHoHooHoHooHHooHoHoHH
cececececececececceeeleleleleleleeleeeleeeeleeleebrbrbrbrbrbbrrrbrataatattatatatatatatatattta ininininninnininininnng g g ggg g ggg thhthththththhthththht ee e eeee cocococcocococooocococococoooc mimimimimimimimimimmmmmmimmmm ngngngngngngngngngngngnggnngnnnngg ooooo oo o oooff ff f fffffffff fff spspspspspspspspspsppppririririririringngngnnggngngngngngngg a aa aa aaaa aandddndndndndndnddndndnddnn  t tttttttt tttttttthehehehehehheheheheeheeheheheeheehh  ttt tttt t  tttttririririiririiirirriirriiuuumumumuumumumumuuuuumu

LoLoLLoLLoooLoLottuttutututt ssssss s s s Fllllllammmmammmee ee eee ReReRReReRReeReR stststsssttststaaaaaaaa
inininininiiiifefefeeerr rrr rrr GaGGaGaGaGaGaGaGGariririiiirrirriib b b b bbbb  b (l(l(l((l(((( )))) )) 

prprprprprprprprpreseessesesesesesseneneeeneneenenenne ttetetetetteteeteddddd
ttototottotottoototottot S S S SS SSSSSSStetetetetetetteete

(l-r) Jennifer Garib, District Attorney Darcel Clark, Savitri McCrea and Siedah had a great time at this 
year’s vibrant Hindu celebration.Savitri McCrea was showered with colorful powder.

Professional dancers Becky (2nd from l) 
and Usha (2nd from r), proudly accepted 
an award on behalf of Payalia Dance 
Company.
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

PURCHASE A 

KYBELLA 
TREATMENT PACKAGE 

AND GET A 

FREE AREA OF BOTOX 
(MAXIMUM 25 UNITS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?
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The Healthy Steps Pro-
gram at Montefi ore Health 
System has been awarded a 
$70,000 grant from the United 
Hospital Fund (UHF) as part 
of a new initiative, Partner-
ships for Early Childhood 
Development, to identify so-
cial and environmental risks 
that interfere with children’s 
healthy development, and 
connect families with essen-
tial services to address those 
risks. Montefi ore will use the 
award to connect children 
aged 3 to 5, who are not pro-
gressing developmentally as 
expected, with Preschool Spe-
cial Education Services – an 
often diffi cult process for par-
ents to navigate.

 Bronx families often lack 
social support systems, stable 
and secure housing and ac-
cess to quality educational 
opportunities. Preschool Spe-
cial Education Services con-
nect children in need with 
dedicated professionals who 
address the child’s unique ed-
ucational needs with develop-
mentally-appropriate instruc-
tion. However, families often 

Monte’s Healthy Steps Program awarded grant
struggle to access these ser-
vices, and the cycle of poverty, 
stress and trauma continues, 
experts say.

“Many children under 
5 may not be in school yet, 
so pediatricians and behav-
ioral health specialists play 
a crucial role in early iden-
tifi cation and referral for in-
terventional therapies,” said 
Rahil D. Briggs, Psy.D, direc-
tor, Healthy Steps Program, 
Montefi ore, and associate pro-
fessor of Clinical Pediatrics 
at Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine. “The process for 
children aged 3 to 5 is diffi -
cult as families are not typi-
cally given much assistance. 
Our goal is to listen to fami-
lies through professionally 
led focus groups and create a 
system that streamlines the 
referral and engagement pro-
cess for children in need of 
preschool special education 
services.”

 The UHF grant will fund 
a collaboration between the 
Healthy Steps Program and 
the Bronx Early Childhood 
Direction Center (ECDC) at 

Bronx Independent Living 
Services, to develop an effi -
cient referral system where 
children identifi ed as need-
ing Preschool Special Educa-
tion Services will be seam-
lessly connected with them. 
During this year-long project, 
children who qualify at two 
Montefi ore pediatric primary 
care locations, the Compre-
hensive Family Care Center 
and The Family Care Center, 
will be guided by associates 
from Montefi ore and ECDC 
through the referral process, 
from evaluation through im-
plementation of services. Two 
other Montefi ore pediatric pri-
mary care practices will serve 
as comparison sites to evalu-
ate the quality and effective-
ness of the collaboration. The 
ultimate goal is to create a sus-
tainable referral process that 
can be replicated across all pe-
diatric primary care sites at 
Montefi ore.

 Dr. Briggs is a nationally 
recognized child psychologist 
who has built the most com-
prehensive integrated pediat-
ric behavioral health system 

in the nation. She brings to-
gether a robust team of psy-
chologists, psychiatrists, so-
cial workers and child health 
experts to work hand-in-hand 
with pediatricians to provide 
comprehensive behavioral 
health services in the pri-
mary care setting, for more 
than 90,000 children and their 
families in the Bronx, through 
the Healthy Steps Program 
and the Pediatric Behavioral 
Health Integration Program 
(BHIP).

 Up to 20 percent of children 
in the U.S. have a mental ill-
ness. With behavioral health 
issues costing the country 
$247 billion, Dr. Briggs recog-
nized that a creative, proac-
tive solution was necessary 
to tackle problems such as 
disruptive and defi ant behav-
iors; anxiety and depressive 
symptoms; tobacco, alcohol 
and drug misuse, and aggres-
sion and violence, from the 
very early stages. For more 
than a decade she has worked 
to co-locate behavioral health 
services for children in the 
pediatric primary care set-

ting, recognizing that it is a 
safe place for families, and 
also the ideal environment 
to provide preventive behav-
ioral health services from 
birth.

 The Healthy Steps and 
BHIP teams screen children 
at every well-child visit for so-
cial and emotional risks, such 
as parent/child stress and 
trauma issues, and connects 
families in need to behavioral 
health providers in the same 
practice. Integrating primary 
care providers and behavioral 
health specialists in the same 
building has been shown to 
increase access to services 
and improve both mental and 
medical health outcomes for 
families. 

The new funding from UHF 
will enhance Dr. Briggs’ team 
efforts to connect children 
with services that go beyond 
the primary care setting, to 
ensure children are accessing 
all the therapies they need for 
long-term positive health out-
comes.

For further information 
visit www.montefi ore.org. 

Rivers Run Community 
Garden and the Co-op City 
Little League will host an 
Earth Day Parade on April 22, 
starting at 10:15 a.m. Organiz-
ers are inviting members of 
the community, schools and 
businesses to join and march 
from the Co-op City Greenway 
Stage to the Co-op City Base-
ball Field to celebrate environ-
mental awareness. 

The parade’s grand mar-
shall is Leslie Peterson, mem-
ber of the Riverbay Board 
and vice president of the Riv-
ers Run Community Garden’s 

Earth Day Parade scheduled in Co-op City
Steering Committee, and will 
be led by the CYO Sea Cadet 
Corps March Band under the 
direction of James Palmer.

This year’s Earth Day cam-
paign focuses on environmen-
tal literacy and taking action 
to save our planet by reducing, 
reusing and recycling. 

The parade will kick-off 
opening season for the Co-op 
City Little League and partici-
pants are encouraged to enjoy 
the game. Participants are in-
vited to stroll next door to the 
Rivers Run Community Gar-
den for composting demon-

strations, recycled-art craft-
ing, free giveaways and to tour 
the Spring gardens.

Located on the banks of the 
Hutchinson River in Co-op 
City next to the baseball fi eld, 
Rivers Run Community Gar-
den is a waterfront garden de-
signed, built and maintained 
by volunteers of diverse ages 
and backgrounds, and ac-
commodates a wide variety 
of needs and abilities, includ-
ing children, elderly and those 
with limited mobility. RRCG, 
a not-for-profi t organization, 
has partnered with Bronx 

Green Up, Riverbay Fund, and 
the neighboring schools and 
daycare centers to provide a 
casual, community-oriented 
learning and growing envi-
ronment.

The Co-op City Little 
League, founded in 1969, and 
located in the Co-op City area, 
is a non-profi t organization 
operated solely by dedicated 
volunteers. For 47 years it has 
provided the local community 
youth ages 4 through 16 with 
an organized baseball pro-
gram. The league’s mission 
is to provide a safe baseball 

playing environment for the 
area boys, girls, and teens and 
to help develop their skills. 
Its focus is to endorse team-
work, and promote commu-
nity pride.

The CYO Sea Cadets Corps 
of St. Nicholas of Tolentine is a 
non-for-profi t organization un-
der the umbrella of the Catho-
lic Youth Organization of the 
Archdiocese of New York is 
facilitated by James Palmer 
and promotes self-respect, dis-
cipline, and good sportsman-
ship. 

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
The next post meeting will 

be held on Saturday, April 1, at 
1 p.m. All members are asked 
to attend. 

There have been changes 
made here at the post and 
members should be aware of 
them. Keep up to date.

Dues are due.
The tap beer is back on at 

the post after considerable 
repairs have been made. We 
have Bud Lite and Pabst Blue 

Ribbon fl owing effectively.
Short column this week.
For room rentals, give 

Shiela a call at the post. Again, 
we don’t rent to Sweet Sixteen 
as we can’t control the drink-
ing and party crashers. 

We also don’t rent to stag 
parties because when full 
grown men see partially 
dressed women they become 
incredibly stupid and that stu-
pidity rolls out into the neigh-
borhood. 

The neighbors don’t need it 

and neither do we. Any other 
party is OK. Shiela will fi ll 
you in on the details.

Before I get into Trivia 
Time, I would like to acknowl-
edge my Seventh Degree Black 
Belt in Triviology, Joe Cusi-

mano, also a Bronx Historian. 
Thanks a lot Joe.

More Hollywood heroes: 
Robert Mitchum served in the 
Army; Robert Montgomery 
in the Navy; Robert Preston 
Army Air Force as an Intel-
ligence Offi cer;  Robert Ryan 
in the Marines; Robert Stack, 
gunnery offi cer in the Navy; 
Robert Taylor, instructor pilot 
Navy; and Rock Hudson, air-
craft mechanic with the Navy, 
served in the Philippines.

Trivia Time

‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ was 
published on March 20, 1852.

The fi rst woman  in the 
electric chair on March 20, 
1899. No, I don’t know her 
name, nor  her offense.

The last prisoner left Al-
catraz March 21, 1963. Same 
as above, but, my Triviologist 
will get me the info on both of 
these individuals and I’ll pass 
it on to you.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 31-APRIL 6, 2017 55  BTR

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY GENE DEFRANCIS
We had some roller coaster 

of a week. Want to thank the 
49th Precinct for their quick re-
sponse and work to fi nd miss-
ing Amina. The community 
quietly rallied together behind 
the scenes to fi nd any informa-
tion they could but before we 
knew it she was found safe and 
unharmed.

We lost Joseph ‘JP’ Penasso 
this week. He was loud, boister-
ous, and very opinionated and 
that’s what we loved about him. 
A longtime Allerton resident 
and veteran activist, he had a 
fi re and a passion every good 
organization needs to keep peo-
ple on their toes. He kept us en-
ergized. He was a great man. 
You didn’t always agree with 
him but you knew where he 
stood and you could trust him 
to watch your back. He will be 
greatly missed.

JP was a former tow truck 
driver at Hunts Point so it will 
be fi tting that I follow up with a 
giant fi sh that has been parked 
on Bronxwood Avenue for a few 
weeks now. Usually it comes 
and goes but for the past sev-
eral days the tractor trailer has 
not budged.

If you own this vehicle 
please move it. Commercial ve-
hicles are illegal to park on our 
streets. It occupies much need 

residential and business park-
ing. We thank you for your co-
operation.

We also want to ask again 
that those feeding the birds, 
please do not throw out more 
food than the birds can handle. 
We do not want to enhance a 
rodent infestation any greater 
than it already is at. Please co-
operate with us in keeping the 
community safe and clean.

We had an absolutely amaz-
ing time at our fi rst ever Paint 
Party. We thank MAS Produc-
tions for hosting. 

Also have to thank Kacer for 
guiding our painters throw the 
process. Some appreciated his 
hands off approach and some 
asked for more guidance. 

I personally enjoy his en-
couragement to let you express 
yourself and bring your in-
terpretations to the work. As 
an artist myself, I appreciate 
it. His natural teaching abil-
ity give him the patience and 
desire to come to each painter 
and give them help if they are 
stuck.

The beauty of art is there if 
not right way, as long as you ex-
press yourself and share your 
voice through another me-
dium.

Thank you Miguel at Gas-
olina Lounge. The food was 
amazing and delicious and so 

was the wine. Veronica and 
Marie also brought some amaz-
ing deserts to share. I can’t say 
enough how great and how 
needed this event was. I trea-
sure this community so much. 
I was so grateful to spend the 
time with my neighbors and 
friends.

Pictures are on our Face-
book page. Please share any 
photos that you may have as 
well.

We announced our Inspira-
tion Award recipients. Along 
with our honoree we give a 
small token of our appreciation 

and recognition to three ad-
ditional people who motivate, 
touch, or inspire members of 
our community.   

This year we recognize 
community leader Norma Lo-
pez, educator and leader of P.S. 
89 Panthers Cheer Squad An-
gelika Rey and FDNY EMT 
Yadira Arroyo for her selfl ess-
ness and sacrifi ce that has 
greatly touched the country, 
the Bronx and this commu-
nity.

We simply want to let each 
of you know you are loved and 
appreciated and you work has 
not gone unnoticed.

The Anniversary Party is 
almost here. Tuesday, April 
4 at 7 p.m. We want to thank 
all those who have taken out a 
journal ad. We will list those 
who contributed in an upcom-
ing article. We received more 

ads than the prior year and 
that must mean we are doing 
something right. 

Your support will not go un-
noticed and again we thank 
you.

WrestleMania Party is also 
this Sunday. Don’t forget to 
RSVP. Another great opportu-
nity for the community to come 
together. And again we thank 
Gasolina Lounge for hosting it 
with us.

Next Paint Party will likely 
be in September. We are also 
looking to host a Bingo Night 
twice a year. Also, the Artist 
Flea Market will be coming 
back soon.

Email us at AllertonMer-
chant@gmail.com to share 
ideas or to let us know if any of 
these projects interest you.

As always, your community 
is your business.

A job fair organized by Assembly-
man Luis Sepulveda for Wednesday, 
April 5, is expected to draw several 
hundred jobseekers to meet with sev-
eral dozen potential employers from 
city and state agencies, retailers, gen-
eral contractors, colleges and the 
healthcare/hospital industry.

Co-sponsored by Senator Ruben 
Diaz and Assemblyman Marcos Cre-
spo, the job fair will run from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. at the Sotomayor Community 
Center, 1000 Rosedale Avenue, just off 
the Bruckner service road.

 A similar job fair held by Sep-
ulveda and Diaz last November at 
Adlai Stevenson High School drew 
similar numbers of jobseekers and po-
tential employers.

For more information, contact As-
semblyman Sepulveda’s offi ce at (718) 
931-2620.

* * *

A “Know Your Rights” Workshop 
for Immigrants organized by Assem-

Sepulveda hosts job fair and 
“Know Your Rights” workshop

blyman Luis Sepulveda will be held 
this Sunday, April 2, from 1 to 5 p.m. at 
Holy Family Church, 2158 Watson Av-
enue, at Castle Hill Avenue.

Co-sponsored by senators Jeff Klein 
and Ruben Diaz, the workshop will fea-
ture a number of speakers from city 
government and private agencies dis-
cussing immigration issues and tak-
ing questions from the audience.

 A recent similar workshop orga-
nized by Sepulveda at St. Helena’s 
Catholic Church in Parkchester drew 
500 participants.

“I urge those in the community 
who may have issues with their im-
migration status, or even possibly face 
deportation, to attend this workshop,” 
said Sepulveda. “This will be a chance 
to connect with a number of agencies 
and organizations that are there to 
help.”

For more information, contact As-
semblyman Sepulveda’s offi ce at (718) 
931-2620.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

4th Annual Immigration Forum
On Thursday, April 6, 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
Senator Jeff Klein, and As-
semblyman Michael Bene-
detto will host their 4th an-
nual Immigration “Know 
Your Rights” Forum, at 
Bronx House, 990 Pelham 

Parkway South, from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m.

Immigrant members of the 
community are invited to speak 
to a panel of experts to discuss 
their rights under the current 
immigration laws. Panelists 
include representatives from: 

NY Immigration Coalition, 
Immigration Equality, WI-
ADCA, NYC Paralegal Asso-
ciation, Catholic Charities, 
the Bronx Defenders, the 
Bronx District Attorney’s 
Offi ce, as well as several im-
migration lawyers. 
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Councilwoman Gibson (c) presented proclamations to (l-r) Sharon Ife Charles, District Attorney Clark, Eileen Torres and deputy inspector 
Materasso. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

In honor of Women’s History Month, Council-
woman Vanessa Gibson commemorated four 
Bronx women who are making ‘herstory’ in 
our borough during her annual Celebration 
of Women’s HerStory Month on Thursday, 
March 23 at the Mullaly Recreation Center. 
This year’s honorees included District Attor-
ney Darcel Clark; Sharon Ife Charles, Center 
for Court Innovation project director; dep-
uty inspector Martine Materasso, 44th Pre-
cinct commanding offi cer and Eileen Torres, 
BronxWorks executive director.  

GIBSON’S WOMEN 
HERSTORY MONTH

 CELEBRATION

The spirit of the Jazz Age was alive 
and well for ‘Jazz Night at the Hun-
tington’ on Saturday, March 25 at the 
Huntington Free Library. Sponsored by 
Huntington Free Library, Westchester 
Square Zerega Improvement Organiza-
tion and Westchester Square Business 
Improvement District, the evening’s 
festivities included 1920s and 1930s 
jazz music, a display of original record 
players from the era and a costume 
party. This year’s women’s costume 
winners were fi rst place champion 
Frances Pizzini, second place victor 
Katheryn Acosta and third place hon-
oree Marion Cronin.

JAZZ NIGHT AT THE HUNTINGTON LIBRARY

(l-r) Frances Pizzini, Joe Regina and Lisa Sorin, WSBID 
executive director, dressed to impress. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Woody Brundage showcased some old-fashioned records and players dating as far 
back as the late 1800s. Photo by Laura Stone

Senator Klein (r) presented District Attorney Clark (c) and DOC commissioner Ponte a gener-
ous donation for the Rikers Island Prosecution Bureau. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein, District Attorney Darcel Clark and NYC Department of Corrections com-
missioner Joseph Ponte visited the Rikers Island Prosecution Bureau on Friday, March 17 
where Klein was briefed on how his $100,000 allocation helped equip the district attorney’s 
satellite offi ce. The state funding allows for two work vehicles for the bureau’s staff and 
computer equipment and security enhancements for the offi ce. Rikers Island Prosecution 
Bureau opened last September under the district attorney’s leadership who has made it a 
priority to establish a physical presence on the island.

KLEIN TOURS RIKERS ISLAND, JAIL FACILITY

Councilman Cohen (l) and Senator Klein (r) presented a hefty ceremonial check to Riverdale 
Kingsbridge Academy. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein and Councilman Andrew Cohen announced $800,000 in joint funding for 
Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy on Saturday, March 18 at the school’s Parent Association 
Gala. The two elected offi cials each secured $400,000 which will be used for upgrading the 
school’s 60-year-old auditorium.

KLEIN, COHEN FUND RKA RENOVATION



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 31-APRIL 6, 201758    BTR

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

TOM ALLON

My pillow is smarter than your pillow
If you’ve been wondering 

what to do with all that extra 
cash you’re so sick of, I hope 
you hightailed it over to the 
Luxury Technology Show 
last week in Chelsea. Other-
wise, you might not be aware 
of some of the must-haves 
coming soon — or already 
upon us — like the smart pil-
low.

Now, a truly smart pil-
low would have a mallet that 
knocked you over the head 
every time you couldn’t sleep. 
(Well, every time you were in 
bed and couldn’t sleep. You 
wouldn’t want the pillow-
mallet chasing you around 
the apartment.) 

But this smart pillow, the 
Zeeq, does things like detect 
when you are snoring. Then 
it gently vibrates so you’ll 
shift position. This is an im-
provement on the old “smart 
device” you may have em-
ployed, also known as “your 
spouse,” who would gently (or 
not) kick your shin when you 
started sawing logs. For $299, 
the Zeeq also streams music, 
and since it, like everything 
else in the world, is linked to 
your phone, which is linked 
to your life, Zeeq also keeps a 
record of how your sleep cor-

relates with how much you ate, 
walked, ran, exercised, napped, 
drank wine, and guzzled coffee 
during the day. 

Then, as you start trying 
to calculate out all the connec-
tions between those variables 
— hmm, fi ve blocks of walk-
ing and one latte plus a nap mi-
nus a Chardonnay — you fi nd 
your eyes swimming. And so: 
It works!

Other booths were fi lled 
with high-tech wrinkle reduc-
ers, headsets that look like iP-
hone earmuffs, apps to interact 
with your dog when you’re on 
the road, and ear buds that do 
everything but revive the dead. 
So it was refreshing to stumble 
upon a booth selling something 
that didn’t seem too hard to op-
erate.

“Open can!” I commanded 
and voila! The voice-activated 
garbage can opened up. 

This can is not actually on 
the market yet, explained Mia 
Fields, who works for simple-
human [cq], a line of home 
goods found at Bed Bath & Be-
yond and beyond. But come 
May, you will at last be able to 
talk to your trash receptacle. 
And if you don’t feel like chat-
ting, a wave of the hand opens 
it, too. 

I didn’t want to mention that 
there are already garbage cans 
on the market where you press 
a little pedal with your foot, no 
voice recognition or batteries 
are required. So I shut up (like 
a garbage can messing with its 
owner) and asked Mia about 
the other item on display: A 
light-up makeup mirror. 

The mirror’s lights are 
controlled by, what else? Your 
phone. But this is not a question 
of “off” and “on” or even “day-
light” versus “Hollywood.” 

“There are 50,000 differ-
ent light settings,” Mia said. 
So, for instance, “If you want 
to do your makeup based on 
the lighting in your offi ce, you 

can take a photo in the app and 
mimic the same lighting on the 
mirror.” 

This struck me as the most 
fi rst-world solution to the most 
fi rst-world problem I’d ever 
heard. But when I mentioned 
the mirror to two of my friends, 
they both thought it sounded 
fantastic.

A male friend has a simi-
lar reaction when I tried to de-
scribe the “Fizzics” geegaw at 
the show.

“If you take a can or bottle 
of beer and do a normal pour” 
— the Fizzics demonstrator 
proceeded to pour a can of beer 
into a plastic cup — “the bub-
bles are all different sizes. You 
lose the fl avor and aroma.” 

You do? 
I didn’t want to drink the 

beer, so the demonstrator 
obliged by drinking it for me 
and shaking his head to indi-
cate this sub-optimal beer expe-
rience. But, put your can or bot-
tle into the “Fizzics” machine, 
and the ultrasound technology 
controls things so precisely 
that when you press a lever and 
the beer comes out, the bub-
bles are perfect and the head is 
more impressive than the snow 
on Mt. Fuji. The demonstrator 
drank this beer for me too, ex-

claiming at its creaminess 
and aroma. 

“The micro-foam locks 
all the fl avor in!”

His eyes looked slightly 
glassy as the next customer 
came up to ask for a demon-
stration. But it was a happy 
glassy. 

And then there were the 
folks selling the LumiDiet — 
a belt the size of the one you 
get if you’re heavyweight 
champion of the world (no 
pun intended), except it’s 
lined with red light-emitting 
diodes. When the lights are 
on, the belt melts the pounds 
away. The marketing spe-
cialist, Jay Lee, said,  “We 
recommend you use it prior 
to exercise, for better, faster 
results.” 

Yes, I’ll bet that helps. 
“Can I eat while I wear 

it?” I asked, causing Lee 
to snap, “You can’t eat fi ve 
hamburgers a day and still 
lose weight.”

Maybe technology still 
can’t do everything we need 
it to. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

It was 1994 and New York 
Newsday had just folded.

I was the publisher of a chain 
of weekly newspapers in Man-
hattan and one of my colleagues 
came into my offi ce with an in-
triguing idea: “Let’s try to buy 
[Newsday columnist] Murray 
Kempton’s column for the Chel-
sea Clinton News,” publisher 
Bob Trentlyon suggested.

Since Kempton was no longer 
being published in a city news-
paper (Newsday reigned still in 
Long Island only), perhaps the 
Los Angeles Times Syndicate 
would sell us his column.

I liked Kempton a lot, but I 
had an even better idea: “Let’s 
also try to get Jimmy Breslin’s 
column. We’ll put that in The 
West Side Spirit and you can use 
Kempton in Chelsea,” I replied.

That afternoon Bob came 
back to my offi ce with the jour-
nalistic equivalent of winning 
the lottery: “We got both of their 
columns. It’ll only cost us $25 
per week per column.” I couldn’t 
believe our dumb luck.

Coincidentally, that week 
the famed civil rights attorney 
Bill Kunstler passed away sud-

denly. Breslin knew him well 
and wrote a very poignant trib-
ute to the legendary attorney. I 
now had a very good reason to 
put our new columnist on the 
front cover that week.

“Breslin Joins The West Side 
Spirit: this week he writes exclu-
sively about the fabled career of 
legendary activist attorney Bill 
Kunstler,” blared the headline I 
wrote for the front page.

The day the newspaper came 
out, I was sitting at my desk with 
my feet up, proudly reviewing 
my coup, when the phone rang: 
it was Daily News gossip colum-
nist A.J. Benza.

“I see you got Breslin to 
write for The Spirit. How much 
are you paying him?” the scribe 
asked.

“Let’s just say we’re paying 
him less than Newsday did,” 
I said. But Benza then called 
the L.A. Times Syndicate. The 
next day there was an item in 
the Daily News: “For those of 
you who live in Manhattan who 
miss Jimmy Breslin’s column, 
you can now read it in the West 
Side Spirit. And they’re paying 
him a whopping $25 per week.” 

Early that morning my col-
league Bob barreled into my 
offi ce: “I just got a call from the 
L.A. Times Syndicate. They 
said they made a mistake. We 
can’t run Breslin or Kempton’s 
columns any anymore.”

I smelled a rat. I called his 
home number and that unmis-
takable gruff voice answered.

“Whattayu want?” he 
greeted me.

“Hey Jimmy, how come we 
can’t run your column any-
more?”

“You’re killing me!” he 
screamed into the phone. “Next 
thing you know, they’ll be run-
ning my column in a church 
newsletter!”

I had just been insulted by 
one of my childhood idols but 
he did it in his own unique and 
disarming way. I didn’t care. I 
had glimpsed the glory of being 
Jimmy’s editor for one week.

Jimmy Breslin, one of the 
giants of New York journalism, 
passed away this weekend, just 
months after the loss of Wayne 
Barrett and Nat Hentoff. The 
hits just keep on coming.

About a decade ago, I was 

looking for an emcee to host an 
event my company was doing 
to honor the “Building Work-
ers and Doormen of the Year.” 
I reached out to Jimmy’s wife 
to see if he could do it. She said 
yes, but said that he was slow-
ing down, so could I send a car 
to pick him up and take him 
home from the union headquar-
ters where the event was tak-
ing place. I gladly obliged. The 
night of the awards ceremony, 
I walked in front of my offi ce 
building to fi nd the car my sec-
retary reserved. To my shock, it 
was a block-long white limo.

“It was the only car we had 
available tonight,” the driver in-
formed me when I asked why we 
needed such a big car. We drove 
to the upper West Side to pick up 
our emcee. I walked out of the 
car to greet Jimmy and in an 
instant the loud, expletive-laced 
barrage began.

“I ain’t going to no union 
headquarters in a limo!” Jimmy 
protested. We were on a tight 
schedule. I pleaded with him 
to get in. We’re going to miss 
the ceremony, I claimed dra-
matically. No way said his body 

language. I then had an impish 
idea.

“Hey Jimmy, how about 
we park three blocks from the 
union headquarters, is that 
okay?”

He looked at me half cross 
and half with a twinkle in his 
eye. “I’m only doing this for the 
doormen, not for you.”

Once again, an insult from 
Jimmy Breslin never felt so 
good.

Allon, president of City & 
State NY, was a mayoral candi-
date in 2013 before he left to re-
turn to the private sector. Reach 
him at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

RIP Jimmy Breslin: A tabloid titan whose insults never stung
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Aaron Bouska (r), NYBG vice president of government and community relations, presented 
Senator Klein with a plaque commemorating NYBG’s 125th anniversary. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein and New York Botanical Garden green thumbs celebrated the launch of 
this year’s series of free home gardening programs on Sunday, March 19.This year’s fi rst ‘The 
Fundamentals of Gardening’ class featuring Ann Perkowski, Lady Clippers Inc. founder and 
owner, offering tips and tricks on pruning a variety of shrubs and trees including evergreens, 
deciduous tree and woody plants. The series concludes on Sunday, April 2 with a class on 
gardening fundamentals hosted by NYBG Gardening Program coordinator Daryl Beyers.

HOME GARDENING PROGRAMS AT NYBG

(l-r) Laura J.A. De Riggi, curatorial assistant 
Patricia Cazorla and Nancy Saleme proudly 
displayed an intricately designed handmade 
wooden fence. Photo by Miriam Quin

Artist Cecilia Mandrile gave a demonstration 
of her breathing suitcase machine. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Lehman College Art Gallery celebrated the 
opening reception of its newest exhibit ‘Alien 
Nations’ on Thursday, March 23. The creative 
showcase explored how artists convey a sense 
of people’s alienation from modern society 
and examined how a myriad of social issues 
affect the individual’s psychological state.

LEHMAN COLLEGE 
EXHIBITS ‘ALIEN 

NATIONS’

(l-r) Bryson Rose; Olivia; Adaku Utah; Darlene Dominguez; Hunter Citrin; Petra Olivo; Lauren Gama and Thomas Krevar, Hetrick-Martin Insti-
tute executive director, greeted all who atteded this year’s summit. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Right) Alliance for Positive Change’s Derrick Flowers provided educational literature for attendees. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Hetrick-Martin Institute hosted a Bronx LGBTQ Youth Summit on Saturday, March 18 at Urban Assembly Bronx Academy of Letters. The free 
event is part of a series of borough-specifi c LGBTQ youth-targeted summits designed to reduce isolation and increase LGBTQ youth’s access 
to vital community services. 

HETRICK-MARTIN HOSTS LGBTQ YOUTH SUMMIT
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Action
Association

BY FRANCES ARICO
NYC Department of Trans-

portation Commissioner Ni-
vardo Lopez spoke on issues 
affecting our area: a speed 
bump for Stadium Avenue be-
tween Ampere and Griswold 
avenues where cars, trucks 
and buses speed; a 4-way stop 
sign at Stadium Avenue and 
Spencer Drive which is a dan-
gerous corner with the Bx 24 
bus turning into and out of 
Spencer Estate and also is a 
blind spot for cars going west 
on Spencer Drive to Stadium 
Avenue;  the removal of the 
right turn only on Country 
Club Road and Bruckner Bou-

levard which causes a backup 
of traffi c trying to go west 
on Country Club Road; and a 
left turn signal for eastbound 
Jarvis Avenue traffi c going 
north on Bruckner Boulevard 
at Country Club Road.      

Special thanks to Andy 
Salas from Senator Jeff 
Klein’s offi ce for also attend-
ing our meeting and getting 
us speakers to help with is-
sues in our community. Our 
sincere thanks to John Ma-
rano, vice-chairperson of 
Community Board 10 who 
spoke and helped with some 
of the issues in our area and 
also informed us he will re-
turn to our meetings again to 

help resolve problems in our 
community.  

We thank all those who 
came out to our very informa-
tive meeting despite it being 
a very cold evening.  Many 
thanks to Barbara Fleming 
for the delicious Irish Soda 
Bread, apple pie and cakes 
she baked.  Get well wishes 
to our fundraiser chairlady, 
Joanne Polykarpous who is 

The Spencer Estate Civic Association hosted several prominent leaders 
at its monthly meeting on Wednesday, March 22 at Guiding Star Knights 
of Columbus. The evening’s guests included NYC Department of Trans-
portation borough commissioner Nivardo Lopez, Andy Salas from Sena-
tor Jeff Klein’s Offi ce and the FDNY Fire Safety Education Unit.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
China harsh reaction to the 

deployment of the U.S. anti-bal-
listic missile system to South 
Korea in response to the signif-
icant danger of a North Korean 
nuclear attack (see the New 
York Analysis study on that 
topic) has raised the key ques-
tion of Beijing’s nuclear arms 
capabilities and practices. Un-
fortunately, much of the in-
formation necessary to make 
valid policy choices is limited.

Beijing’s excessive re-
sponse has not been limited to 
anti-missile systems. A Jame-
stown Foundation report cites 
Chinese sources, closely tied 
to the government, stating 
that “Northeast Asia is under 
imminent threat of a New Cold 
War,” with the U.S. and its Jap-
anese and South Korean allies 
pitted against China, Russia 
and the DPRK.”

With this prevailing atti-
tude, it’s important to under-
stand the status of China’s nu-
clear forces.

According to the Arms 
Control Agency, Beijing com-
mands about 260 [strategic] 
atomic warheads. The 21st-
Century Arms Race  site indi-
cates that China has up to 100 
missiles with which to launch 
them.

But this information may 
signifi cantly underestimate 
the true size of the arsenal. 
A Diplomat study notes that 
“China offi cially communi-
cates the least about the size, 
status and capabilities of its 
nuclear forces. “

A Georgetown University 
study by Dr. Philip Karber  
points out the challenge of 
correctly estimating the nu-
clear capability of a secretive 
state.  In the case of China, a 
large number of weapons may 
be concealed in a vast array of 
tunnels.

“During the cold war we 
missed 50% of the Soviet 
stockpile…while the U.S. has 
tracked PRC tunnel construc-
tion for years, the scope, mag-
nitude and strategic rational 
behind the “Underground 
Great Wall” has been under 
appreciated…the Chinese 
buildup of their Theater-Stra-
tegic Rocket Force has not 
been the focus of a comprehen-
sive all source analogy…pub-
lic numbers [of atomic war-
heads] could be easily off by a 
factor of 10…”

A 2011 Washington Post 
article outlined the extraor-
dinary dimensions of the “nu-
clear tunnels:” “According to 
a report by state-run CCTV, 

China had more than 3,000 
miles of tunnels — roughly 
the distance between Boston 
and San Francisco — includ-
ing deep underground bases 
that could withstand multiple 
nuclear attacks… The lack of 
interest, particularly in the 
U.S. media, demonstrated 
China’s unique position in the 
world of nuclear arms.For de-
cades, the focus has been on 
the two powers with the larg-
est nuclear stockpiles by far… 
of the fi ve nuclear weapons 
states recognized by the Non-
Proliferation Treaty, China 
has been the most secretive. 
While the United States and 
Russia are bound by bilateral 
treaties that require on-site in-
spections, disclosure of forces 
and bans on certain missiles, 
China is not.”

The Georgetown research-
ers have concluded that Chi-
na’s arsenal may include not 
hundreds of warheads, but 
thousands—possibly 3,000.

China’s policy on the use of 
its nuclear prowess is getting 

more belligerent. Beijing is us-
ing the legitimate response to 
North Korea’s illegal nuclear 
weapons program and its 
threats to use them as an ex-
cuse to move to a more aggres-
sive posture.

Senior Colonel Yang Yujun, 
spokesman for China’s Minis-
try of National Defense (MND)  
said in July that “We will pay 
close attention to relevant ac-
tions of the U.S. and the ROK 
and will take necessary mea-
sures to maintain national 
strategic security as well as 
regional strategic equilib-
rium.” Recently, reports In-
fowars “China warns that it is 
reconsidering its policy not to 
use nuclear weapons against 
South Korea…”

Despite Beijing’s public de-
nunciation of North Korea’s 
nuclear program, it makes 
clear that it will tolerate no 
external interference with its 
development, leading to the 
question of whether it actu-
ally fi nds Pyongyang’s weap-
ons a useful counterweight for 
American and South Korean 
forces.

China’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs recently released 
policy paper, downplays the 
looming threats from North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons, pro-

claiming “Currently, the situa-
tion in the Asia-Pacifi c region 
is stable on the whole, with a 
strong momentum for peace 
and development. The Asia-
Pacifi c region is a stable part 
of the global landscape. To pro-
mote peace and seek stability 
and development is the strate-
gic goal and common aspira-
tion of most countries in the 
region.”  (the report says that 
“China’s position on the Ko-
rean peninsula nuclear issue 
is consistent and clear-cut. 

China is committed to the 
denuclearization of the pen-
insula, its peace and stabil-
ity, and settlement of the issue 
through dialogue and consul-
tation.”) However, the report 
objects to defensive regional 
alliances, stating “To beef up 
a military alliance targeted at 
a third party is not conducive 
to maintaining common secu-
rity.”

China’s potentially signifi -
cant hidden nuclear arsenal, 
as well as its increased confi -
dence in asserting its power, 
looms as am existing  major 
threat.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our affi liated 
radio broadcasts at usagovpol-
icy.com.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Well, more bad news.  By 

now you have heard of the 
passing of JP and the memo-
rial ceremony may be over 
as we get to read this.  More 
info to follow if not.  He should 
be remembered for insist-
ing upon and maintaining a 
squared away, old fashioned 
Legion Post Color Guard, 

which brought many com-
pliments and positive rec-
ognition to Post 253 and the 
American Legion from our 
neighbors in our area.  Funny, 
just saw a 1965 Legion Post 4 
Chaplains plaque downtown.  
RIP.  *Hand Salute*

Don’t forget, no 3rd Sunday 
meeting in April due to Easter, 
a happy and blessed one to all.  

The meeting will be on the 4th 
Sunday at American Turners 
NY instead, same time.

Support the Troops Bingo is 
always a successful fund raiser 
for funds to send packages (I 
hate the term ‘goodie boxs’) to 
fi eld units. Thanks commit-
tee and neighbors.  We have 
to keep asking how to get that 
postage reduced, somehow...

Bronx County Legion meet-
ing, fi rst Wednesday, in April, 
7:30 p.m., Samuel Young Post 

620. 
Oh, just got the Consoli-

dated Report form and listing 
of offi cers from for the SAL.  
Please transmit them to Al-
bany as soon as possible. If it’s 
not on paper, it didn’t happen.

Until next time: Take a 
moment to remember all of 
our fallen members in your 
prayers.

For Advertising Information Call (718) 260-4593

recuperating from surgery. 
Hope to see you at our 

next meeting on Wednesday, 
April 19 at the Knights of Co-

lumbus Hall, 3283 Ampere 
Avenue at 7 p.m.  Happy Pass-
over, Blessed Palm Sunday 
and Happy Easter to all.
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The National Council of Negro Women North Bronx Section board members congratulated this year’s honorees on their remarkable accomplishments. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Award recipient Lady Pamela Damon (3rd from l) with some of her students 
Olivia, Shaniya, Nia, Chante and Yamara. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The National Council of Negro Women North Bronx Section celebrated its Women’s 
History Month awards gala on Saturday, March 25 at Bronx Community College’s 
Colston Hall. This year’s ceremony honored such exemplary local women as NYC 
Civil Court judge Marsha Michael, Alice Cooper-Jackson, United Federation of 
Teachers district representative, Lady Pamela Damon, Talitha Cumi Urban Eti-
quette and Leadership Academy founder and director, Leonora Julius, advocate 
for parents and children in NYC and Larcenia Walton, director of Senior Services 
Offi ce of the Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO 
WOMEN HONOREES

First Lady McCray (c) and Councilman Torres (r) shared their opinions on Marsha’s House. 
 Photo courtesy of Michael Appleton/Mayoral Photography Offi ce

On Tuesday, March 21, Department of Social Services commissioner Steve Banks hosted a tour 
of Marsha’s House, a LGBTQ shelter, which opened last month at 480 E. 185th Street. First 
lady Chirlane McCray; Councilman Ritchie Torres and Mitchel Netburn, Project Renewal CEO, 
attended and delivered brief remarks at the celebration.

TORRES, MCCRAY TOUR MARSHA’S HOUSE

Muralist Tova Synder proudly unveiled the draft design for C.S. 211’s mural. 
 Photo courtesy of Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

The Mural Arts Project, an initiative led by the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, 
hosted an event at VIP Community Services on Tuesday, March 21 where muralist Tova Synder 
presented her draft design for a mental health mural to be installed at C.S. 211. Members of 
the public were encouraged to give constructive criticism to improve Tova’s draft designs. 
Participants will be able to collaborate on the mural during a Community Paint Fest on Sat-
urday, May 6 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at VIP Community Services’ Parking Lot Facilities on 1870 
Crotona Avenue.

MURAL ARTS PROJECT REVIEWS
C.S. 211 MURAL
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Seventh graders from the Bronx, NYC and Westchester schools took part in Preston High 
School’s inaugural Mock Trial Workshop. Photo courtesy of Preston High School

Preston High School hosted its inaugural Mock Trial Workshop for seventh grade girls on 
Saturday, February 4. Led by history teacher Jennifer Connolly, Esq., students from differ-
ent schools in the Bronx, Manhattan and lower Westchester participated in a day of learning 
the intricacies of a trial such as legal vocabulary, parties in a case and steps in trial. The day 
concluded with small groups conducting mock trials and reaching a verdict.

PRESTON HOSTS MOCK TRIAL WORKSHOP

The cast of ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ put on quite the show for guests. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Monsignor Scanlan High School served as the stage for the Red Monkey Theatre Group 
Production of the William Shakespeare classic ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ on Sunday, March 
26. mThe St. Helena Business High School Alumni Association host fundraiser collected pro-
ceeds to benefi t the Sr. Mary Richard Scholarship Fund. 

SCANLAN HOSTS THEATRE FUNDRAISER

St. Barnabas Hospital’s ICU Units received a prestigious award for quality service. Photo courtesy St. Barnabas Hospital

The Intensive Care Unit at St. Barnabas Hospital recently received ‘Certifi ed Zero Awards’ for having no catheter-associated urinary tract infections or central line-associated bloodstream 
infections in the past year. Catheters deliver life-saving medicines and nutrients to some of the hospital’s most vulnerable patients. Without proper insertion, utilization and maintenance, 
catheters can transmit deadly infections to the bloodstream. Proper infection control plays a vital role in creating a culture of patient safety.

ST. BARNABAS HOSPITAL’S ICU HONORED

Science Fair fi rst place winner Jordan Mensah (r) with 
runner ups. Photo by Ray Maldonado

Approximately 330 students representing 37 Bronx 
Catholic schools in grades kindergarten to eighth 
competed at the 17th annual Bronx Catholic School’s 
Science Fair on Thursday, March 23 at Mount St. Mi-
chael Academy. A total of 250 projects concentrating 
on science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
were displayed and recognized at an awards ceremo-
ny with regional superintendents.

BRONX CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL’S

SCIENCE FAIR
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(l-r) Troop leaders Dan Manfredonia, Sean Cahill, Rob Rico, Angela Rico and Joe Radice received special com-
mendations recognizing their expert leadership. Photo by Laura Stone

Troop 162 took the Boy Scout Pledge and received certifi cates for their community service. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Joseph Thompson (r), 49th Precinct Community Council president, conferred a special commendation to Pack 
162’s Rob and Angela Rico. Photo by Laura Stone

Victory was a sweet treat for the Carol Ann Behrendt Red Hawks Cub Scouts Pack 162 who celebrated their 
annual Blue and Gold Banquet on Sunday, March 26 at Holy Rosary Church’s Fr. Winters Hall. In honor of the Cub 
Scouting program’s birthday, Pack 162 scouts created super hero-themed birthday cakes while competing in a 
bake-off. This year’s winners were fi rst place champion Lucas Agis’ ‘The Last Stand’, second place victor Lucas 
Quintana’s ‘Captain Underpants and third place honoree Thomas Neal’s Thor’s hammer Mjölnir.

PACK 162 HOSTS BLUE & GOLD BANQUET

(l-r) Costumed cantor Kyle Cherry, board member Evan Frankl and presi-
dent Stephen Schwartz displayed some of the collected Kosher pasta 
and Passover items donated to the Bronx Jewish Community Council’s 
Food Pantry following the service. Photo courtesy of Temple Hatikva

Temple Hatikva’s faithful celebrated pre-Purim Shabbat service on Fri-
day, March 10 in costume and brought unopened boxes of Kosher pasta 
to be used lieu of as the traditional ‘gragger’ noisemakers to drown out 
the name of the Purim story’s villain who plotted the destruction of the 
Jews in ancient Persia.

TEMPLE HATIKVA CELEBRATES PURIM 

Councilman Cabrera (r) joined community leaders in cutting the ribbon 
for Kingsbridge Road’s new trash receptacles. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Fernando Cabrera’s Offi ce

Councilman Fernando Cabrera celebrated the arrival of attractive, new 
trash receptacles on Thursday, March 23 on Kingsbridge Road at Jerome 
Avenue. The new bins are adorned with a custom decal featuring the Kings-
bridge Merchants Association name and logo showcasing the sponsorship 
by the NYC Council. The receptacles can be found in various locations on 
Kingsbridge Road between the Grand Concourse and University Avenue. 

KINGSBRIDGE RD. GETS
NEW RECEPTACLES 
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CHIHULY dazzles at the New York Botanical Garden

Macchia Forest, Dale Chihuly, The New York Botanical Garden, 2006.

Artworks by world-re-
nowned artist Dale Chihuly 
will be on view at New York 
Botanical Garden in his fi rst 
major garden exhibition in 
New York in more than ten 
years on Saturdays beginning 
April 29 to June; Thursdays, 
July to August; Thursdays to 
Saturdays, September to Octo-
ber, from  6:30 to 10:30 p.m.

CHIHULY, presented by 
Bank of America, will show-
case approximately 20 instal-
lations and include drawings 
and early works that reveal 
the evolution and development 
of Chihuly’s artistic process 
during his celebrated career. 

Set within NYBG’s land-
mark landscape and buildings, 
this sensory-fi lled exhibition 
is a must-see throughout the 
changing seasons from spring 

through fall.
The garden’s dramatic vis-

tas become living canvases for 
work created specifi cally for 
NYBG, showcasing Chihuly’s 
signature organic shapes in 
brilliant colors. Among the 
singular sights, a new monu-
mental work inspired by his 
storied 1975 Artpark instal-
lation will enliven the water 
features of the Native Plant 
Garden and the Enid A. Haupt 
Conservatory Courtyard’s 
Tropical Pool, refl ecting the 
interplay and movement of 
color and light.

Special weekend celebra-
tions, fi lms, poetry, and fun-
fi lled art programs for kids 
offer colorful and imaginative 
tributes to nature. On CHI-
HULY Nights, the exhibition 
is infused with a magical en-

ergy as the artworks are spec-
tacularly illuminated amid 
NYBG’s sweeping vistas and 
magnifi cent Conservatory.

Tickets are: non-member 
adult $35, child (ages 2-12) $15 
/ member $25, (ages 2-12) child 
$10

For further information 
about Dale Chihuly and his 
art, and for tickets visit chi-
huly.com.

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
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MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE
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Astronaut, Mario Runco, Jr., from Highbridge

Mario Runco, Jr., Bronx astronaut.

Astronaut Mario Runco Jr. 
was born on January 26, 1952 
and raised in the Bronx at 
1215 Nelson Avenue in High-
bridge where he attended Sa-
cred Heart Elementary School 
which is located at 1248 Nel-
son Avenue just across the 
street on the next block within 
view of his home. Upon gradu-
ation in 1966, he attended Car-
dinal Hayes High School on 
the Grand Concourse at 151st 
Street, graduating in 1970. He 
then enrolled in City College 
where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Earth and Planetary 
Science in 1974. He earned his 
Master of Science degree in 
Atmospheric Physics from 
Rutger’s University two years 
later. 

He worked briefl y as a New 
Jersey State Trooper before 
enlisting in the Navy in June 
of 1978 where he worked in a 
variety of positions. He served 
aboard the amphibious as-
sault ship USS Nassau as a me-
teorological offi cer until De-
cember of 1983 after which he 
taught at the Naval Postgrad-
uate School in Monterey, Cali-
fornia. His next shipboard as-
signment was as commander 

of the USNS Chauvenet, a sur-
vey vessel. He was chosen as 
an astronaut candidate on 
June 5, 1987 and qualifi ed in 
August of 1988. Thereafter, 
he took part in three space 
fl ights: 1991, 1993 and 1996 
and logged over 551 hours in 
space. 

 His fi rst mission was 
aboard the Space Shuttle At-
lantis which was launched on 
November 24, 1991 and com-
pleted 110 orbits of earth. It 
successfully launched the 
5,200 pound Defense Support 
System Satellite before land-
ing at Edwards Air Force Base 
in California on December 1, 
1991, several days early. The 
total time in space for the mis-
sion was 6 days, 22 hours, and 
50 minutes.

 His next mission was 
aboard the Space Shuttle En-
deavor (STS-54) which was 
launched from the Kennedy 
Space Center at Merritt Is-
land, Florida. It was launched 

on January 13, 1993 and suc-
cessfully deployed a NASA 
Tracking and Data Recovery 
Satellite. 

Also of signifi cance to Ma-
rio Runco is that he then be-
came the 48th American to 
walk in space. The space suit, 
as an aside, cost 10 million dol-
lars. The mission lasted for 5 
days, 23 hours, and 38 minutes 
before returning to the Ken-
nedy Space Center.

 His fi nal space mission 
was aboard Space Shuttle En-
deavor (STS-77) which was 
launched on May 19, 1996. That 
fl ight successfully deployed 
two satellites which included 
the Spartan / Infl atable An-
tenna Experiment and a small 
satellite test unit. The mission 
lasted 10 days and 39 minutes, 
returning to earth on May 29, 
1996 at 7:09 a.m. The Bronx 
can be very proud that a na-
tive son was among the select 
few chosen for NASA’s space 
program. 

REPRINTED FROM 6/7/2012
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A Jazz Appreciation Month series, 
presented by WHEDco’s Bronx Music 
Heritage Center, will be held from Sat-
urday, April 8 to Sunday, April 30, at the 
BMHC Lab, 1303 Louis Nine Boulevard.

: April is Jazz Appreciation Month, and 
what better place to celebrate jazz cul-
ture than here in the Bronx, where hun-
dreds of jazz’s most renowned musicians 
have come to gather and jam? From leg-
endary jazz venues like Club 845, to the 
contributions of artists like Maxine Sul-
livan and Thelonious Monk, the Bronx 
is alive with the footprints of its rich jazz 
history. To celebrate, WHEDco’s Bronx 
Music Heritage Center (BMHC) is host-
ing a series of exciting events throughout 
the month – including a performance by 
The Lowdown Brass Band and a conver-
sation about the contributions of master 
women musicians like Helen Merill.

 Saturday, April 8:  7 p.m.,  (discus-
sion, music): Enjoy Bronx Rising! Maxine 
Sullivan Women in Jazz series: Conver-
sations with the Masters — a conversa-
tion and concert featuring Helen Merrill, 
a world renowned Bronx jazz vocalist 
who began her career at 845 Club in the 
Bronx and has performed and recorded 
with the likes of Chet Baker, Gil Evans 
and Stan Getz, among many others. The 
event will also feature a music perfor-
mance by acclaimed Serbian jazz vocal-
ist Alma Micic and her quartet.

Sunday, April 9:  4 to 6 p.m., (music): 
Catch The Lowdown Brass Band featur-
ing a performance of 2nd Line: Our liv-
ing Legacy, where The Lowdown Brass 
Band takes the audience on a journey 
through time. Hailing from Chicago, the 
LDB is a horn-driven tour de force that 
breaks the barrier between audience 
and performer with their live show, which 
features dynamic vocals, Rapper Billa 
Camp, and body movement. The event 
includes a presentation, followed by a 
concert.

Sunday, April 30: 7 p.m.: Swing the 
night away with the New School Afro-Cu-
ban Jazz Orchestra, directed by multi-
Grammy nominated percussionist and 
BMHC’s co-aristic director, Bobby San-
abria. This ensemble celebrates the rich 
legacy of jazz and Afro-Cuban music, 
with a repertoire that takes us on a jour-
ney through the past, present, and future 
of the genre. Cost: $10 (all proceeds go 
to the students)

 Exhibit on view all month: Fridays and 
Saturdays, 2 to 5 p.m.: Black Is Beauti-
ful: A Tribute to Elombe Brath, a multi-
media exhibit curated by Bob Gumbs 
and Cinque Brathwaite that pays tribute 
to Elombe Brath, a Pan-African activ-
ist, artist, and jazz advocate who grew 
up in Hunts Point. The exhibit features 
Brath’s work with the Jazz Art Society, 
and includes Kwame Braithwaite’s pho-
tos of Thelonius Monk and Abby Lincoln. 
Members of the Elombe Brath Founda-
tion will be in attendance during some of 
the gallery hours to talk to visitors about 
the exhibit.

 For more information, visit www.thi-
sisbronxmusic.org

* * *
Sangre Latina NYC photo exhibit by 

Spanish artist Nacho Berdugo shows 

freshness, closeness, and realism but 
above all, it is an open window into the 
world to understand fi rsthand the daily 
life experience of millions of Latinos who 
build their identity between two coun-
tries. 

A free opening reception will be held 
on Wednesday, April 5, starting at 7 p.m. 
at Pregones’ lobby gallery, 575 Walton 
Avenue.

For more information call (718) 585-
1202.

* * *
Thanks to increased funding from the 

New York State Council on the Arts and 
the New York City Department of Cul-
tural Affairs, in 2017 the Bronx Council 
on the Arts is able to give $202,715 in 
grants to 54 grantees for project funding 
in all community engaged granting op-
portunists. In 2016, the Bronx Council on 
the Arts awarded $169,715 to 51 grant-
ees of the BCA Community Arts Grant, 
Artists for Community Grant and Arts 
Fund Grant.  

A celebration for this year’s grant-
ees and their community projects will 
take place on Wednesday, April 19, at 
Longwood Art Gallery @ Hostos. The 
celebration will begin at 6 p.m. and will 
include representatives of recipient or-
ganizations, artists, local legislators, the 
New York State Council on the Arts, the 
New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs and members of BCA’s Board of 
Directors. The gallery is located on the 
campus of Hostos Community College 
at 450 Grand Concourse at 149th Street 
in the Mott Haven section. All are wel-
come.

For more information on BCA and its 
entire grant programs, visit the grants 
pages on BCA’s website at www.bronx-
arts.org.   

* * *
Pelham Art Center, 155 Fifth Av-

enue, Pelham, NY,  will continue its an-
nual exhibition featuring exceptional stu-
dent art with the High School Art Salon, 
on view Thursday, April 6 to Friday, 21, 
with an opening reception on Thursday, 
April 6, 6 to 7:30 p.m., free and open to 
the public.  

The exhibition will highlight artwork 
by students in advanced art classes from 
seven local high schools: Dobbs Ferry, 
Fordham Preparatory, Mamaroneck, 
Mount Vernon, New Rochelle, Pelham 
Memorial, and Scarsdale. 

Advanced art classes, including Ad-
vanced Placement and International 
Baccalaureate courses, are designed for 
upper level high school students inter-
ested in pursuing art with added inten-
sity. Many of the talented students are 
preparing art portfolios as part of their 
college applications. T

his exhibition offers the public a 
chance to see the innovative works of 
these young artists as well as giving the 
artists the experience of a gallery exhi-
bition.

 Featuring work in a range of media, 
this exhibition captures the unique en-
ergy and vision of a new generation of 
artists. For many, this will be their fi rst 
exhibition experience and the Pelham 
Art Center is delighted to offer a learning 

and career-building opportunity for these 
talented students. 

 For more information call (914) 738-
2525  or go to info@pelhamartcenter.
org.

* * *
Upcoming Wave Hill events:
Saturday, April 8; Sunday, April 9: 

Family Art Project: Eels And Hudson 
River Theaters: The Hudson River is 
seen through beautiful vistas at Wave 
Hill, but what is life really like inside the 
river? Hear about the relationship be-
tween eels and the health of the river 
and our role as good river stewards. Cre-
ate drawings, maps and images of river 
residents, then create a diorama with 
movable parts—a thriving river theater! 

Saturday, April 8: Garden Highlights 
Walk: Join in for an hour-long tour of sea-
sonal garden highlights. 

Sunday, April 9: Spring Birding: Wel-
come migratory birds back to Wave Hill 
this spring! Explore the gardens and 
woodlands with naturalist Gabriel Willow 
on a quest to spot some of our favorite 
feathered friends as they return to the 
Hudson Highlands. 

Sunday, April 9: family nature walk: 
Join naturalist and educator Gabriel Wil-
low on a family-friendly walk through the 
gardens or woodlands. 

Sunday, April 9: Nature Program: The 
Incredible Journey Of The American Eel: 
An environmental educator from the NYS 
Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion’s Hudson River Eel Project shares 
the incredible journey of Anguilla ros-
trata with images, artifacts and live eels. 
Hear how scientists, students and com-
munity volunteers are working together 
to gather vital information about local eel 
populations by catching, counting and 
releasing thousands of tiny “glass eels” 
as they make their way up the Hudson 
River estuary each spring. 

 Sunday, April 9: Garden Highlights 
Walk: Join in for an hour-long tour of sea-
sonal garden highlights. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information call 
(718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

* * *
The New York Botanical Garden, 

Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) at Ford-
ham Road, will offer the following pro-
grams and events: 

The Orchid Show: Thailand: through 
April 9: The New York Botanical Garden 
celebrates its 15th year of spectacular 
orchid exhibitions with The Orchid Show: 
Thailand. The exhibition is an homage to 
the wealth of orchids, acclaimed tropi-
cal gardens, renowned orchid breeding, 
and rich cultural history of this Southeast 
Asian nation (home to more than 1,200 
native orchid species). This year’s Orchid 
Show will feature thousands of orchids in 
a classic Thai garden setting. The grand 
centerpiece of the design will be the fa-
çade of a sala, a traditional pavilion used 
for shade and relaxation, with a signa-
ture sweeping gabled roofl ine festooned 
with exquisite orchids.

The show’s design recalls the an-
cient Thai garden tradition of mai dat, in 
which trees and shrubs are pruned and 
trained over time to form fanciful shapes. 

Throughout the exhibition, small ponds 
and pools create a tranquil atmosphere. 
Colorful fl owers will fl oat in large glazed 
water jars, providing a moment of beauty 
and refl ection.

 Orchid Evening: Saturday, April 1; 
6:30to 9:30 p.m.: Stroll through The Or-
chid Show: Thailand in the lush con-
servatory, while music, dance, and un-
matched beauty create one of New York 
City’s most unique and spectacular eve-
ning outings. Throughout the night, enjoy 
the sights and sounds of live DJs from 
a variety of musical backgrounds, and 
the renowned traditional dance routines 
of the Somapa Thai Dance Company. 
Round out your experience with refresh-
ments for sale headlined by a specialty 
cocktail—the Dancing Lady—created for 
Orchid Evenings by Edible Bronx’s head 
mixologist.

 Orchid Care Demonstrations: Easy 
Orchid Care: Saturday, April 1 and Sun-
day, April 2; 2:30 and 3:30 p.m.: Join 
NYBG experts as they discuss the best 
orchids to grow at home for both color 
and fragrance. Learn basic orchid care 
and experience the fragrance of many 
orchid varieties.

Magical Thailand—A Journey with 
the Somapa Thai Dance Company: Sat-
urday, April 1 and Sunday, April 2; 1 and 
3 p.m.: The Washington, D.C.-based So-
mapa Thai Dance Company introduces 
visitors to Thai performing arts and cul-
ture by performing graceful classical and 
folk dances from various parts of Thai-
land.

What in the World is a Herbarium? 
through October 29: With more than 7.8 
million preserved specimens, the Wil-
liam and Lynda Steere Herbarium is the 
largest herbarium in the Western Hemi-
sphere. This exhibition celebrates the 
Steere Herbarium as the centerpiece 
of the Garden’s botanical research pro-
gram, and a priceless resource for schol-
ars from around the world. Through this 
exhibition, learn some of the many ways 
that Garden scientists are working to 
study and save the plants of the world.

Spring Fun: Saturday, April 1 and Sun-
day, April 2; 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.: Watch 
the garden’s plants and animals wake 
up from winter with buds bursting, birds 
nesting, and seeds sprouting. Investi-
gate the ways that nature signals spring 
and help our feathered friends build their 
nests with special nesting bags to take 
back to your neighborhood.

Dig! Plant! Grow! Wake Up, Garden: 
Saturday, April 1 and Sunday, April 2; 
1:30 to 5:30 p.m.: Plants and imagina-
tions grow at the Howell Family Garden, 
where kids are encouraged to play in the 
dirt. Display gardens, such as the Global 
Gardens, Bean Tunnel, and Salad Bowl, 
and daily interactive gardening activities 
delight and inspire.

Bird Walk: Saturday, April 1; 11 a.m.: 
Collect data on resident bird populations 
and migratory species that help to as-
sess the health of bird populations and 
to guide conservation action. Meet at the 
Refl ecting Pool at the Leon Levy Visitor 
Center.

 For more information, please call 
(718) 817-8700 or visit nybg.org.

Jazz at Bronx Heritage Center; Latina NYC photo exhibit; BCA 
celebration; High School Art Salon; Wave Hill/NYBG highlights
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Angelina (l) and Samantha had socalizing at their school’s pajama party. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Rosemarie Facciabene (l) painted Isabel’s nails a vibrant orange shade. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Francis Xavier School’s students had a great time at their school’s pajama party on Friday, March 24. Students enjoyed spending time with their peers, painting their fi nger nails and 
dining on some tasty ice cream.

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL’S PJ PARTY

NYC Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña read to second grade 
students at P.S. 218. 
 Photo courtesy of the NYC Department of Education

For the 2017-2018 academic year, the Universal Literacy initia-
tive will expand to all 164 Bronx elementary schools which will 
receive support from a dedicated reading coach working with 
kindergarten through second grade teachers to ensure all stu-
dents are reading on grade level be the end of 2nd grade.

UNIVERSAL LITERACY’S 
BRONX EXPANSION

Bronxites of all ages had a great deal of fun shopping at St. Helena Parish’s Flea Market. Photo by Ray Maldonado

There was a great deal of fun and savings to be had at St. Helena Church’s Parish Flea Market on Sunday, March 19 in 
the St. Helena School’s gymnasium.

ST. HELENA PARISH’S FLEA MARKET

Congressman Engel (back, c) marched with the Boys Club of Wood-Lean at this 
year’s parade. Photo courtesy of Congressman Eliot Engel’s Offi ce

His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan (l) met 
with Congressman Engel after Mass. 
 Photo courtesy of Congressman Eliot Engel’s Offi ce

Congressman Eliot Engel and grand marshal Timothy 
Cardinal Dolan marched in the Yonkers annual St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade on Saturday, March 18. His Eminence 
attended a special Mass at St. Barnabas Church prior 
to the march.

ENGEL, DOLAN
MARCH IN YONKERS
ST. PAT’S PARADE
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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“It wasn’t our night. We couldn’t make shots from 
the outside and it got a little contagious. Credit 
to my guys though. They fought their way back 
and went on a nice run.”
JOE LODS   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

BY LAURA AMATO
Roger Red Collier stood 

in front of his team and 
smiled. 

There was no point talk-
ing about the game. The 
game was, simply, bad. The 
rest of the season, however, 
and the road that led to that 
final game, was nothing less 
of historic. 

The Aquinas girls basket-
ball team fell 83-43 to Seton 
Catholic in the NYS Feder-
ation “B” championship at 
the Glens Falls Civic Cen-
ter and while the final score 
was lopsided, the Lady Bears 
were far from disappointed. 

“I said, look, put it out 
there on the floor,” said 
Aquinas coach Roger Red 
Collier. “Go out there and 
we’re so proud to get in there 
because back at home no one 
would have expected us to 
get this far. All those top 
teams in there, but not Aqui-
nas. I’m very proud to be in 

the company of those great 
teams on the girls level.”

Aquinas was out-matched 
for much of the champion-
ship tilt, unable to slow 
down Seton Catholic’s out-
side scoring threat. The 
Saints racked up nine three-
pointers in the third quarter 
alone and Aquinas trailed 
48-20 at halftime. 

It didn’t get much better 
in the second half. 

Seton Catholic put seven 
players in the box score, 
four in double digits, and 
finished with 16 shots from 
behind the arc.

“I know they’re very 
athletic, so my goal was to 
just take away the perim-
eter shooting for them and 
have them work in size,” 
Collier said. “But their ath-
leticism was really tough. 
We couldn’t chase them off 
the top.”

Aquinas, of course, was 
frustrated by the perfor-

mance – a less-than-impres-
sive finish to a season that 
was chock full of victories – 
but the Lady Bears weren’t 
in Glens Falls simply be-
cause of basketball. 

They were there, in part, 
for the experience, for the 
bus ride up and the mo-
ments together as a team. 

“It’s a great experience, 
especially with this team,” 
said sophomore Kira Vil-
legas, who finished with 
14 points. “This team is 
my family and I wouldn’t 
trade this, we’re just really 
close and it’s a great expe-
rience.”

The trip to Glens Falls 
was the first road trip for 
Aquinas this season and 
while some of the Lady 
Bears had been to the area 
before, the chance to travel 
with their high school 
squad was something par-
ticularly different. 

Aquinas had a small, but 

loud fan base at the Civic 
Center as well, cheering for 
every single basket, even 
in the waning minutes of 
play. 

“It’s pretty cool because 
we were losing by a lot, but 
they were cheering us on,” 
Villegas said. “That meant 
a lot to us because it didn’t 
get us down. If we didn’t 
have them, then I don’t 
know how it would react.”

There were no tears when 
the final buzzer went off, no 
dejected sighs and there were 
smiles as well, a certainty 
that this team had done 
something special this sea-
son. Aquinas came up short 
in the end, but the path to the 
final was worth the trip. 

“This right here is an-
other step,” Collier said. 
“Now we know how much 
to put, the grind and the 
workmanship in to get us 
back here again and do a 
better job. ”

LADY BEARS COME UP SHORT IN FEDS, 
BUT HAPPY WITH JOURNEY THERE

The Aquinas girls basketball team came up short of its goal at Feds, but even getting to Glens Falls this season felt like a victory. 
 CNG/Laura Amato

WINSTON DINKINS 
PRESIDENT / HEAD COACH
2017 is starting out to be a 

great year for Velocity Track 
Club New York (VTC). After 
three years of wearing our 
original sweat suits which be-
came too small for our chil-
dren, we were blessed with 
a generous donation to help 
us get new sweat suits for all 
of our children with no cost 
to our parents.  We also re-
ceived New Balance sneakers 
for the entire team, thanks to 
the New York Road Runners.  
Thru fundraising, we will 
able to pay for the entire team 
to work out at the Family Fit-
ness Center. 

On Saturday, February 
11th we won 6 medals and the 
title Fastest Kid on the Block 
at the 110th edition of the 
NYRR Millrose Games. On 
February 12th we charter a 
bus to the Reggie Lewis Track 
and Athletic Center in Boston, 
Massachusetts for the North-
east Indoor Classic. Where we 
won 11 trophies, over 40 med-
als and a 3rd place team tro-
phy. On February 18th we had 
4 girls compete in the 43rd Col-
gate Women’s Games, earning 
4 trophies and $250 in an edu-
cational grant.  March 4th we 
competed in the Armory Youth 
Championship and won 4 gold, 
6 silver and 6 bronze medals! 
On March 10th – 12th we won 9 
medals at the USATF Hershey 
Indoor Youth National Cham-
pionship and had a National 
Champion! 

On March 18th, we were 
honored at the Throgs Neck 
S.D.A. Church for the out-
standing work we do with our 
youth.  On March 19th, we had 
two athletes named the USA 
Track & Field New York Ath-
letes of the Year for 2016. I be-
lieved Velocity Track Club is 
having an awesome year and I 
can’t wait to see what the Lord 
have in store for us for the rest 
of 2017.  

As our children enjoy their 

Velocity 
Track Club 
New York
highlights

Continued on Page 81
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BY LAURA AMATO
There just wasn’t enough left in the 

tank.
The Fannie Lou Hamer boys bas-

ketball team couldn’t mount the come-
back on March 24, falling to LaSalle 
61-47 in the NYS Federation “B” semifi -
nal at the Glens Falls Civic Center. The 
Panthers did their best to claw into La-
Salle’s lead, but every time Fannie 
Lout got a bit of momentum, the Cardi-
nals seized it right back. 

“I think the fi rst quarter, we shot 
about the same percentage as the tem-
perature in here,” said Fannie Lou 
coach Marc Skelton. “We’re a very 
young team. We start two sophomores 
and LaSalle has juniors and seniors.”

The Panthers struggled from the 
get-go, unable to connect on much of 
anything in the fi rst eight minutes of 
play. Fannie Lou trailed 19-5 after the 
fi rst quarter, as the Cardinals pushed 
into the lane and dictated tempo.

LaSalle got to the line early and of-
ten, setting the Panthers back on their 
collective heels as the squad had to con-
tend with foul trouble in the fi rst half. 

“I think LaSalle’s defense was the 
key,” Skelton said. “I think their man 
to man pressure was absolutely fantas-
tic. It was very disruptive and we had a 

hard time running our offense.”
Fannie Lou grabbed a bit of momen-

tum in the second quarter, making it a 
single-digit game midway through the 
period. The Panthers started to settle 
into a momentum late in the fi rst half, 
matching LaSalle bucket for bucket to 
go into the break down seven. 

Still, the squad knew things would 
have to change if it was going to turn 
the tide of the tilt completely. 

“We just wanted to pick up the in-
tensity,” said sophomore Tyree Mor-
ris, who fi nished with a game-high 23 
points. “The other team didn’t really 
like our intensity. When we played, we 
wanted to be more intense than them 
and I feel like we did that in moments.”

That, however, was easier said than 
done. 

Fannie Lou made it a fi ve-point 
game with 5:26 left in the third quarter 
– on a Frankie Walker bucket – but that 
was as close as the Panthers would get. 
LaSalle answered with a six-point run, 
pushing the lead back to double digits 
with 3:37 on the clock. 

The Panthers did their best to slow 
down LaSalle’s offense – even dropping 
into a zone defense in the second half 
– but Fannie Lou didn’t help its own 
cause, struggling on the board and 

racking up 16 turnovers. 
“[The fi rst quarter] haunted us, but 

we always fi nd ways to get back at it 
and we tried to do our thing,” Morris 
said. “We just couldn’t do it here.”

LaSalle controlled the game 
throughout the fourth quarter and 
the Panthers were never able to truly 
get over that hump. It’s a disappoint-

ing loss, but Fannie Lou is still proud 
of its entire season and, most impor-
tantly, its city title. As far as they’re 
concerned, they’re still champions. 

“The Federation is looked upon as 
another piece of hardware,” Skelton 
said. “We got the ultimate goal. We won 
a city title. The boys will be a little dis-
appointed, but they’ll be fi ne.”

Fannie Lou falters in 
Federation semis

Fannie Lou Hamer struggled on both sides of the ball against LaSalle, unable to settle into a 
rhythm in the NYS Federation “B” semifi nals at the Glens Falls Civic Center. 
 File photo by Robert Cole

BY LAURA AMATO
The comeback couldn’t 

come quite all the way back. 
The Cardinal Hayes bas-

ketball team built a season 
on a hot-shooting offense and 
deep-scoring threats, but the 
squad hit a wall on March 24, 
unable to fi nd its rhythm on 
the offensive side of the ball. 

Hayes did its best to rally 
late, but the Cardinals fell 56-
47 to Lincoln in the NYS Fed-
eration “AA” semis at Glens 
Falls Civic Center, suffering a 
shooting slump at the least op-
portune moment. 

“I think it had something 
to do with the ice under the 
court here,” said Hayes coach 
Joe Lods. “It wasn’t our night. 
We couldn’t make shots from 
the outside and it got a little 
contagious. Credit to my guys 
though. They fought their way 
back and went on a nice run.”

The Cardinals actually 
came out strong, jumping 
out to a 16-12 lead after the 
fi rst quarter. That, however, 
changed in the second. 

Hayes’ offense stalled com-
pletely, struggling against 
Lincoln’s defensive looks as 

shot after shot refused to fall. 
“[Lincoln] played excel-

lent defense on us,” Lods said. 
“I take my hat off to coach 
[Dwayne] Morton and it’s a 
good day for the PSAL. I look 
forward to playing these guys 
hopefully next year at the 
same venue.”

Hayes didn’t connect on a 

single jump shot in the second 
quarter – notching just three 
points from the line – while 
Lincoln pushed tempo on both 
sides of the ball, sinking shots 
from every angle. The Cardi-
nals still felt confi dent, how-
ever, trailing by just seven at 
the break. 

“We said we played proba-

bly our worst half of the year, 
we didn’t make a shot, we’re 
in foul trouble and we’re only 
down seven,” Lods said. “We 
told them we’ve gone on good 
runs before.”

It didn’t get any easier in 
the third quarter. 

Hayes continued to miss 
shots, unable to fi nd a rhythm 
from behind the arc and Lin-
coln pushed its lead to double 
digits with just over three 
minutes left in the period. 

That was when Joe Tou-
issant took over. The sopho-
more guard jumpstarted the 
Hayes offense, sparking a 
late-quarter rally and, sud-
denly, the Cardinals had sec-
ond life. 

“Joe’s got a lot of heart,” 
Lods said. “He’s a tenacious 
kid and he tried us back to 
battle us in it. It takes more 
than one guy and tonight our 
complimentary guys weren’t 
very complimentary.”

Touissant was a force to 
be reckoned with down the 
stretch, grabbing a bit of one-
man momentum as Hayes, 
fi nally, found its shooting 
stroke. The Cardinals made it 

a three-point game with 3:40 
left to play – on a Touissant 
triple – but that was as close 
as the squad would get. 

Lincoln wrapped up the 
game from the free throw line 
and while Hayes got close, the 
Cardinals could never quite 
get over that fi nal hump. 

“We just couldn’t get over 
the hump today,” Lods said. “I 
felt like we were always a pos-
session away.”

The squad was frustrated 
with the performance – par-
ticularly in the second quar-
ter – but Hayes still refused 
to be disappointed with its 
season. This team won a city 
title and, most importantly, 
returns a good chunk of its 
roster next winter. 

The come back didn’t play 
out this season, but the Car-
dinals are certain, they’ll be 
coming back next year. 

“We’re down by four three 
weeks ago against Holy Cross 
and it could have been over 
then,” Lods said. “The sea-
son takes on a whole different 
complexion if that happens. 
There’s nothing really to be 
dejected about here.”

Cardinal Hayes hoops halted in Glens Falls

Cardinal Hayes guard Joe Touissant sparked a late-game rally by the 
city champs, but it wasn’t enough as the squad fell to Lincoln in the NYS 
Federation “AA” semi on March 24. File photo by Robert Cole
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BY LAURA AMATO
It got bad and then it, some-

how, got even worse. 
The Holcombe L. Rucker 

girls basketball team struggled 
from every angle on March 24, 
suffering a season-ending 84-
38 loss to Seton Catholic in the 
NYS Federation “B” semifi -
nals at the Glens Falls Civic 
Center. 

“It’s tough when you get 
up here,” said Rucker coach 
Cortney Lovick. You’ve got 
schools who aspire to be here 
and we’re a school, that this is 
all new to us. We aspire to win 
the city.”

The Lady Mavericks – who 
only started competing at the 
varsity level a few years ago – 
fell into a quick 11-point hole 
in the opening minutes of the 
game and the squad was never 
able to recover, unable to slow 
down Seton Catholic’s potent 
transition offense. 

Rucker racked up nine 
turnovers in the fi rst half and 
connected on just six shots in 
the fi rst 16 minutes of play, go-
ing into the break down 47-20. 

“To be honest, they were in 
more shape than us,” Lovick 
said. “And they were more fo-
cused than us. I think we were 
one of the teams there were 
just happy to be here.”

Rucker couldn’t fi nd a 
rhythm, even in the second 
half, unable to fi nd an answer 
for Seton Catholic’s size down 
low and shooting stroke be-
hind the arc. 

By the fi nal buzzer the 
Saints drilled 10 shots from be-

hind the arc an shot a blister-
ing 48 percent from the fl oor. 

“I told them there’s two 
types of teams. There’s a team 
that’s happy to be here and a 
team that’s coming to win,” 
Lovick said. “So you’ve got to 
come here and be ready. It’s 
not fun, it’s business. I tried to 
tell them it’s business.”

Rucker’s miscues on both 
sides of the ball defi ned the 
game for the Lady Mavericks 
as the squad notched 21 total 
turnovers, frequently push-
ing the ball into passing lanes 
that, simply, weren’t there. 

Seton Catholic, more often 
than not, turned those mis-
takes into points – and Rucker 
was never able to answer. 

“If we work hard, we’ll be 
back and now we now what 
to expect,” Lovick said. “It’s 
a new experience for me too. I 
wasn’t even ready for the situ-
ation. So we’ll be more pre-
pared.”

It’s a diffi cult end to a sea-
son that defi ed expectations 
for the Lady Mavericks, but de-
spite the fi nal score, the squad 
did its best to focus on the posi-
tives. Rucker won its fi rst-ever 
city title this season and the 
team knows there’s plenty to 
build on going forward. 

“We have two schools that 
we take kids from and it’s only 
300 kids,” Lovick said. “The 
beauty is we competed against 
500, 600 some schools 1,000 
kids and we were able to be 
the New York City champions. 
That alone is a super success 
for us.”

Rucker gets routed in Federation semis

Rucker’s Gia Marie Correa couldn’t spark her squad’s offense as the Lady Mavericks struggled from every 
angle in their loss to Seton Catholic on March 24. File photo by Robert Cole

much needed break, coaches 
and staff are working hard to 
be  prepare for their return. Our 
1st day of practice will be Mon-
day, April 10th at Truman High 
School.   Our 1st meet should 
be Sunday, April 23rd, the New 
York Relay (Youth Challenge) 
at Icahn Stadium, Randall’s Is-
land. 

Velocity Track Club New 
York is a 501C3 Non for profi t.  
100% of your donation will go to 
help 

our children.  For additional in-
formation, you can go to our web 
site Velocitytrack.org or contact  me, 
Coach Winston Dinkins at 914-441-
6196 or email me at watclt@aol.com.  

Pictured right: VTC athletes 
Brianna and Olyvia Burrell with 
Coaches Gordon & Dinkins at the 
USATF New York Award Cere-
mony.  

from Page 81

Velocity Track Club New York highlights
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BY LAURA AMATO
There wasn’t one last rally in the 

Walton boys basketball team. 
The Wildcats started cold and 

stayed that way on March 26, falling 
76-46 to Albany Academy in the NYS 
Federation “A” fi nal at the Glens Falls 
Civic Center. 

For the team that built its postsea-
son success on comebacks – even stag-
ing one in the Federation semis – it 
was a disappointing showing fi lled 
with missed shots and miscues. 

“The magic ended,” Walton coach 
Eric Swillinger said. “If some shot had 
gone in or a foul call went our way, we 
might have hung out a little bit longer. 
But that was a super, super talented 
team with a lot of size. We just ran into 
an avalanche today.”

The Wildcats couldn’t fi nd a rhythm 
on either side of the ball, held without 
a single point for the fi rst three and 
a half minutes of play. Still, Walton 
managed to keep it close in the fi rst 
quarter, closing the defi cit to make it 
an eight-point game at the end of the 
period. 

Albany Academy, however, didn’t 
let that stand for long. The Cadets con-
verged on defense throughout the sec-
ond quarter and Walton couldn’t fi nd 
an answer, unable to push the ball in-
side as the squad settled for low-per-
centage outside shots. 

“I think they were intimidated by 
the size,” Swillinger said. “I thought 
when we got past the fi rst guy, there 
was just another big guy waiting for 
them. They weren’t used to dealing 
with situations like that.”

Walton trailed 33-17 at the break 
and a three-point attempt in the wean-
ing seconds of the quarter – which 
would have made it a 13-point game – 
rimmed out just before the buzzer. It 
was a bit of a microcosm for how the 

rest of the afternoon would go. 
The Wildcats didn’t connect on a 

single fi eld goal in the third quarter – 
held to just three points from the line 
– and the defense didn’t fare much bet-
ter, unable to slow down Academy’s 
scoring threats from the outside. 

The Cadets notched eight shots 
from distance and, more importantly, 
hauled in nearly every offensive re-
bound, getting multiple looks at the 
basket. 

“In the championship game we 
were down 17 at halftime. So we knew 
it could be possible to come back,” said 
senior Louis Florimon, who fi nished 

with 11 points. “But they came out 
strong and we couldn’t pull it off. ”

Walton drained its fi rst fi eld goal 
of the second half with 7:41 left in the 
fourth quarter, snapping a shooting 
skid that spanned over 11 minutes of 
gametime. 

“It was frustrating,” Florimon said. 
“The shots weren’t falling from wher-
ever we shot the ball. [Academy] beat 
us, congrats to them. They deserve all 
the credit in the world.”

It wasn’t the fi nish the Wildcats 
hoped for, but the squad was quick to 
point out that just getting here was a 
win. There wasn’t a late-game come-
back or another fi nal-second victory, 
but this group was still proud of what 
it did this season. 

“I’m very happy,” Swillinger said. 
“If somebody would have said to me 
at the beginning of the season, I’d be 
playing in the state fi nals, I would have 
signed up for it in a heart beat. ”

Walton doomed by shooting woes in Federation fi nal

Walton’s Louis Florimon was one of only a few bright spots for the Wildcats in the squad’s lopsided loss to Albany Academy in the NYS “A” 
Federation title game on March 26. File photo by Robert Cole

Warriors Registration

President Joe DeSimone and Chief 
Jerry Demers announce that registra-
tion for the Flag (5 to 7 year olds) and 
Tackle Program (7 to 9 and 10 to 13 year 
olds) and Travel Team (13 to 14 year 
olds) will be held on Saturdays, April 
1 and April 8, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Rice Stadium in Pelham Bay Park by 
the blue shed, rain or shine.

Ages for the intramural Program 
are determined as of January 1, 2017. 
Ages for the Travel Team is deter-
mined as of August 1, 2017. Registrants 
should be accompanied by an adult 
and should have a copy of their birth 
certifi cate.

The Warrior Football Program 
is in its 65th year and provides over 
125 hours of practice and competition 
aimed at helping youth to gain self 
confi dence, discipline and respect for 
others. 

Boys and girls are welcome to at-
tend. For more information call DeS-
imone at (347) 242-1423 or Demers at 

(718) 829-7575. All information is also 
available on website www.bronxwar-
riorsfootball.org.

Warriors Annual 
Speed and Agility

Program
President Joe DeSimone and Chief 

Jerry Demers announce that the 3rd 
Annual Speed and Agility Program 
will start on Tuesday, April 4 and will 
be held every Tuesday and Thursday 
until the end of June. Activities will 
be held at Rice Stadium in Pelham Bay 
Park from 6 to 8 p.m.

All boys and girls are welcome to 
attend, regardless of their participa-
tion in the Warrior Football League.

Participants will receive a T-shirt 
and should wear clothing appropriate 
to the water. The program is for chil-
dren ages 6 to 14 years.

For further information call DeSi-
mone at (347) 242-1423.
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

been pitched since 2015, from Water-
bury Avenue to Bruckner Boulevard 
to narrow a portion of East Tremont 

Hit-and-run arrest made; Mayfower 
Ave. man charged in Gio Nin’s death

From page 1
Avenue, a stretch which includes the 
spot where Nin was hit.

No prior arrests had been made in 
connection to this incident until Pe-
laez was arraigned last Friday.

“They wanted us to know they took 
the situation quite seriously and that 
they had already met with residents 
on City Island and they informed me 
of what they had informed them,” he 
said.

Prince said recent inspections of 
the restaurant by city agencies yielded 
no notable issues. 

However, he said he encouraged 
business owners to meet with the 
board even under the best circum-
stances.

“We try to get the bars and restau-
rants to come speak with us even when 
things don’t happen, it helps us get to 
know who’s in the community and 
what they are doing,” he said.

CICA president Bill Stanton said 
he was happy to see the restaurant’s 
proprietors, who he said were lifelong 
City Island residents, take the incen-
tive in addressing community con-
cerns.

Seafood City restaurant bans to address rowdy behavior
From page 1

“They are willing to work with 
law enforcement, the community and 
other restaurants to mitigate all the 
issues that City Islanders have, as far 
as criminality and quality of life,” he 
said.

Stanton also said he was pleased 
the restaurant had set up an email 
account for residents to submit con-
cern and complaints, seafoodcitycon-
cerns@gmail.com.

Seafood City, and City Island as a 
whole, shouldn’t be blamed for the ac-
tions of some unruly patrons, he ar-
gued.

“It’s (on) people with a ghetto men-
tality that think throwing chairs and 
fi lming it is acceptable,” Stanton said. 
“It’s not in Seafood City’s best interest 
for them to become known as an alter-
nate location for the WWE.”  

The restaurant has not faced signif-
icant charges from the New York State 
Liquor Authority.  

There is only one SLA case on fi le 
dating back to 2012 that included seven 

charges: failure to properly post re-
quired signage and license, unspeci-
fi ed health, fi re or safety violations 
and selling liquor at a shack on the 
property without permission.  

The restaurant was fi ned $2,500 for 

the infractions by the SLA Board in 
February 2013, according to the agen-
cy’s spokesman William Crowley.

The restaurant was last granted a li-
quor license on February 1, 2016. That 
license expires on January 31, 2018. 

Last year’s video release by NYPD depicts the silver BMW X5 after striking Nin. 
 Photo courtesy of the 45th Precinct The fl yer from Wednesday’s #JUSTICEFORGIO protest. Photo courtesy of Kevin Daloia

The management of City Island’s Seafood City has announced changes to its menu and op-
erations aimed at preventing incidents like the infamous brawl that took place in February. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 31-APRIL 6, 201784    BTR

Offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. Advertised offers are valid on in-stock inventory which is limited and may not be available at time of selection. Vehicles are available on a 
first come first sold basis. ^Based on Mazda data for 2014-2016 New Car sales. Offers expire 4/02/17. NYS DMV#7115515.

  MazdaofNewRochelle.com 

Sales Hours:

Mon-Thurs 9:00am-9:00pm
Fri-Sat        9:00am-6:00pm
Sunday     12:00pm-5:00pm

Service Hours:

Mon-Fri 8am-6:00pm
Sat 8am-4:00pm
Sunday Closed

 Volume Mazda Dealer in The Bronx & Westchester^
3 Years in a Row! 

149 East Main Street, New Rochelle, NY 10801
Sales 914-595-1472

Mazda of New Rochelle

Fri-Sun  3 DAY
SALES  EVENT!

Hurry in for best selection! We have vehicles to fit every budget!

• 12-Month/12,000-mile limited vehicle warranty
• 7-Year/100,000-mile limited powertrain warranty
• 24-Hour emergency roadside assistance
• 160-Point mechanical inspection

MANAGER’S 
SPECIALSCERTIFIED

PRE-OWNED

2013 Mazda

Mazda3 i Touring .................................$11,495
Stk #MU2727, 4 cyl, auto, 38,877 mi.
2014 Mazda

Mazda6 i Touring .................................$14,995
Stk #MU271A, 4 cyl, auto, 37,130 mi.
2014 Mazda

Mazda3 i Grand Touring ......................$16,495
Stk #MU2817, 4 cyl, auto, 7,793 mi.
2014 Mazda 

CX-5 Touring ........................................$18,295
Stk #MU2762A, 4 cyl, auto, 25,723 mi.
2015 Mazda 

CX-5 Sport ............................................$18,995
Stk #MU2801A, 4 cyl, auto, 17,402 mi.

2014 Nissan 

Altima 2.5 .............................................$11,695
Stk #MU2830A, 4 cyl, CVT, 36,039 mi.
2015 Chevrolet 

Cruze 2LT .............................................$12,295
Stk #MU271A, 4 cyl, auto, 37,130 mi.
2016 Ford

Focus SE ...............................................$12,995
Stk #MU2800A, 4 cyl, auto, 15,798 mi.
2015 Jeep 

Patriot Latitude 4x4 .............................$15,395
Stk #MU2807A, 4 cyl, CVT, 30,593 mi.
2014 Infiniti 

QX60 AWD ............................................$27,395
Stk #MU2833A, V6, CVT, 49,125 mi.

2016 Mazda 
CX-5 
Sport AWD .........$19,995
Stk #MU2802, 4 cyl, auto, 17,108 mi.

2014 Mazda 
CX-5 Grand 
Touring AWD .......$21,795
Stk #MU2885, 4 cyl, auto, 21,513 mi. 

2016 Mazda 
CX-5 Grand 
Touring AWD ......$25,295
Stk #MU2908, 4 cyl, auto, 15,200 mi.

2013 Acura 
TL 
SH-AWD ............. $21,995
Stk #MU2878A, V6, auto, 34,828 mi.

2012 Mercedes-Benz 
ML350 
4MATIC ...............$26,495
Stk #MU2876, V6, auto, 59,023 mi.

2016 Audi  
A6 3.0T 
Premium Plus ....$45,795
Stk #MU2909, V6, auto, 5,617 mi. 




