
BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Clinton Hall, a trendy burger 

emporium, opened its doors on 
Thursday, March 23 in Belmont.

The bar and grill combines 
beer, burgers and games to bring a 
unique experience to its patrons.

With a popular location al-
ready in Manhattan, owner Telly 
Hatzigeorgiou is excited about the 
young adults the Bronx location 
will attract.

“We love that area primarily be-

cause of the Fordham [University] 
students,” said Hatzigeorgiou. 

However, he said the combina-
tion of experiences Clinton Hall 
offers creates something for all 
ages.

“We’re trying to create a con-
cept that we feel is self perpetuat-
ing,” said Hatzigeorgiou. “You can 
come when you’re younger and 
when you get older and have kids.”

Clinton Hall prides itself on its 
unique selection of beer.

“We like to say ‘If you’ve heard 
of the beer, we don’t have it,’” Hatz-
igeorgiou said with a chuckle.

He said the company features a 
method called Supercraft in which 
they sell very unique and non-
mainstream brews from all over 
the country.

The owner said certain brew-
ers - that only release a few kegs of 
beer at a time - choose to sell their 
product to Clinton Hall because of 
their success and appreciation of 

certain types of beer.
Hatzigeorgiou said some of 

Clinton Hall’s customer’s drive 
two to three hours to try the beers 
they have on tap.

The bar commonly has 20 beers 
on tap, all of which can be viewed 
at clintonhallny.com.

When it comes to the burgers, 
Clinton Hall features many typi-
cal choices such as sliders, burgers 
with bacon and cheese and even 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Two men have been arrested 

and charged in connection with 
the abduction and murder of the 
owner of a Morris Park auto de-
tailing shop last fall. 

Robert Pizarro, 37, and Juan 
Rivera, 39, were arrested Thurs-
day, March 16 for the alleged kid-
nap and murder of 36-year-old 
Robert Bishun on September 20 of 
last year according to the United 
States Attorney’s Offi ce for the 
Southern District of New York.

Bishun was abducted by two 
armed and masked men from his 
store, Mobile Creation Sounds and 
Security, located at 1631 Stillwell 
Avenue, at around 9:50 p.m. on 
September 27. 

Police later located Bishun’s 
BMW sedan parked approximately 
six miles away at 6071 Broadway 
in front of Van Cortlandt Park. 

Bishun was found dead sitting 
upright in the back seat of the ve-
hicle, unconscious and unrespon-
sive, with a tightly fastened zip tie 
around his neck.

“Today’s arrests mark the end 
of an exhaustive investigation by 
the DEA, the NYPD and the New 
York State Police, and the begin-
ing of justice for Bishun’s family,” 
stated acting U.S. Attorney for 
Southern New York Joon Kim.   

Morris Park Community As-
sociation president Tony Signorile 
said residents were relieved an ar-
rest had been made 

“How that happened - in almost 
broad daylight at the end of the day 
for them to put two people in the 
trunk…that has never happened 
here as far as I can remember in 
this community,” Signorile said.

Signorile said he had not heard 
any additional information from 
the 45th Precinct on the arrest, but 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx mourns the 

loss of an exemplary Emer-
gency Medical Technician 
killed last week in Sound-
view.

According to police, on 
Thursday, March 16 at 7:08 
p.m., 43rd Precinct offi cers 
discovered an unconscious 
and unresponsive on-duty 
FDNY EMT Yadira Arroyo, 
44, lying in the intersec-
tion of White Plains Road 
and Watson Avenue with 
severe bodily trauma.

Arroyo’s partner, Mo-
nique Williams, 30, also 
sustained injuries to her 
neck and shoulder.

The NYPD Highway 
District’s Collision Inves-
tigation Squad determined 
Arroyo and Williams’ 2008 
FDNY ambulance was trav-
eling southbound on White 
Plains Road approaching 
Watson Avenue before be-
ing fl agged down by pedes-
trians.

Arroyo and Williams 

parked and exited the vehi-
cle at the northwest corner 
of White Plains Road and 
Watson Avenue after learn-
ing a man was joyriding on 
their rear bumper.

The suspect, Jose Gon-
zalez, 25, a 2388 Creston 
Avenue resident, suddenly 
came from behind the am-
bulance and entered its 
driver’s side.

The EMTs tried pre-
venting Gonzalez, who was 
allegedly high on drugs, 
from hijacking their vehi-
cle, but to no avail.

Gonzalez placed the am-
bulance in reverse knock-
ing Arroyo, who was on the 
driver’s side, to the ground 
before running her over.

He proceeded in re-
verse northbound on White 
Plains Road striking two 
occupied vehicles, a 2014 
Honda Pilot and 2007 Toy-
ota Camry. The occupants 
were unharmed.

Gonzalez then struck a 
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Repeat offender runs 
over ‘First Responder’ 

KILLED IN HIJACKING

Emergency service members paid their respects to fallen FDNY Emergency Medical Technician Yadira 
Arroyo on Saturday, March 18 at Joseph A. Lucchese Funeral Home. Firefi ghters and EMTs formed a honor 
line outside of the funeral home as they waited for Arroyo’s body to arrive.  Photo by Ray Maldonado
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Clinton Hall brings trendy burgers to Belmont
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FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
March 31 from 11am-3pm 

JApril 7 from 2pm-6pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED) ONLY:  
April 3rd at 10am SHARP

at 2125 Glebe Ave, Bronx, NY 10462

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A plan to better connect bor-

ough consumers to produce grown 
by upstate farmers appears to be 
gaining momentum. 

Non-profi t GrowNYC is continu-
ing its advocacy to build a regional 
greenmarket food distribution 
hub for New York-sourced produce 
in Hunts Point, a move that could 
increase access to fruits and vege-
tables in communities where they 
are hard to fi nd. 

The center, which would also 
help regional farmers by increas-
ing capacity at GrowNYC farmers 
markets and programs, is cur-
rently in its design phase, said 
Marcel Van Ooyen, GrowNYC 
president and CEO. 

The organization is in the pro-
cess of acquiring the land for the 
75,000 square facility in a space 
that is currently an auxiliary park-
ing lot for the Fulton Fish Market 
near Halleck Street and Viele Av-
enue, said Van Ooyen. 

That land is owned by New 
York City, and would be leased, ac-
cording to the NYC Economic De-
velopment Corporation. 

The greenmarket hub is envi-
sioned as a wholesale warehouse, 

but Van Ooyen said that there 
would be retail components as 
well. 

“There will be farmers in the 
parking lot who will sell by the 
case who would be more than 
happy to sell to folks…who want to 
buy it directly,” said Van Ooyen.

He added that there would be 
some kind of retail component ei-
ther directly at the facility or in 
the nearby Hunts Point residen-
tial community consistent with 
GrowNYC’s goal of increasing ac-

cess in underserved communities. 
“We are going to talk to people 

in the neighborhood and see what 
their thoughts are and how they 
would like to see their community 
better served,” he said. 

The project has garnered sup-
port from key elected offi cials, in-
cluding Governor Cuomo, who in 
2016 committed $15 million to fund 
the project, as well as Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 

The borough president said 
that he believes that the construc-

tion of a regional greenmarket hub 
in Hunts Point would expand op-
portunities for new and existing 
businesses. 

He said in a statement that he 
also believes the facility will facili-
tate access to fresh food for stores, 
restaurants, and people in ‘food 
desert’ communities, where fresh 
produce is in short supply. 

“A regional greenmarket food 
hub in this neighborhood creates 
multiple job opportunities, di-
rectly and indirectly, and at the 

same time will foster entrepre-
neurship in the Hunts Point area,” 
said Diaz. 

The food hub’s construction 
underscores that the borough is 
the economic development gate-
way between upstate New York, 
the city and the northeast corri-
dor of our country, said the bor-
ough president, who thanked the 
governor for his commitment to 
improving the economy and in-
frastructure. 

Also, Senator Jeff Klein, whose 
district covers the Hunts Point 
markets, said in a statement that 
the project would also play a vital 
role in promoting healthy eating 
for people in nearby communities. 

Currently, a 5,000 square foot 
warehouse services the non-profi t 
greenmarkets and ‘green box’ 
distribution programs GrowNYC 
runs, limiting the organization’s’ 
ability to buy food in bulk and pass 
cost savings onto consumers, said 
Van Ooyen. 

“This would allow us to dra-
matically increase the amount of 
retail outlets we run,” he said, add-
ing that his organization is work-
ing with NYC EDC to make the 
project a reality. 

GrowNYC plans new farmers’ market hub

This is a GrowNYC artist’s renderings of the new food hub for locally grown produce the non-profi t hopes to build on land 
that is currently an overfl ow parking lot for the Fulton Fish Market. Photo courtey of Grow NYC
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department 
of Health. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract 
renewal. A sales person will be present with information and appli-
cations. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220. Visit us at 
www.agewellnewyork.com AgeWell New York complies with applicable 
Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of races, 
color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Age-Well New York cumple 
con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina 
por motivos de raza, color, nacionali-dad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. 

AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 ATTENTION: If 
you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos 
de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-
1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  1-866-586-8044 (TTY 1-800-662-1220)
H4922_DA_4002 Accepted 01142017

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

You can enroll in a plan all year round!
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to discuss the benefits of 
AgeWell New York’s Medicare Advantage Plans. 

Attend one of our seminars at a diner in your community and learn about your enrollment options and 
covered benefits including doctor visits, transportation, fitness program, prescription drugs and more.

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Junior’s Restaurant - Flatbush Avenue Ext.

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
5 Star Restaurant - E. Tremont Avenue

Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street



said the neighborhood had 
otherwise been quiet.

Pizarro and Rivera are 
charged with the federal fel-
ony charges of conspiracy to 
commit kidnapping result-
ing in death and kidnapping 
resulting in death, as well 
as robbery conspiracy and 
robbery under the Hobbs 
Act and a fi rearm-related 
offense.

Bishun had been sched-
uled to testify in a corrup-
tion case against a former 
NYPD offi cer, Merlin Al-
ston, just before he was 
murdered.  

Alston was arrested in 
December 2014 and charged 
with conspiracy to distrib-
ute narcotics and illegal 
possession of a fi rearm.

Alston was caught on 
a wiretap assisting a drug 
dealer with narcotic sales 
and tipping them off to avoid 
raids, as well as acting as a 
bodyguard, according to his 
indictment. 

Alston was convicted on 
drug conspiracy and gun 

charges in federal court Oc-
tober 31. 

If convicted on even one 
of the charges, both men 
could face substantial jail 

time, or worse. 
Kidnapping conspir-

acy carries a maximum 
sentence of life in prison; 
kidnapping resulting in 
death carries a maximum 
sentence of death; robbery 
conspiracy carries a maxi-
mum sentence of 20 years 
in prison and use of a fi re-
arm carries a maximum 
sentence of life in prison. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fi ce is also seeking to seize 
any assets acquired by the 
men in the robbery.

Pizarro is also charged 
with a separate count of 
robbery related to a Janu-
ary 2015 robbery of Bis-
hun at the same location, 
which carries a maximum 
sentence of 20 years in 
prison.  

Bishun had served time 
for felony drug traffi cking 
charges after being con-
victed in 2012. 

His wife maintained the 
shop while he was incarcer-
ated, but has since closed 
its doors permanently.

parked, unoccupied 1997 Lin-
coln Towncar before driving 
toward Watson Avenue, subse-
quently dragging Arroyo into 
the intersection.

As Gonzalez attempted to 
turn left onto Watson Avenue, 
the ambulance struck two more 
parked cars, a 2007 Infi niti G35 
and a 2000 Kia Sportage, before 
coming to a halt at the corner.

He attempted to fl ee on foot, 
but was tackled and appre-
hended by on-duty MTA K9 of-
fi cer Dan McCade.

Additional EMS responded 
to the scene and transported 
the wounded EMTs to Jacobi 
Hospital.

Arroyo was pronounced de-
ceased that evening while Wil-
liams, in stable condition, was 
released.

Gonzalez was arrested and 
charged with fi rst and second 
degree murder, manslaughter, 
grand larceny and operating a 
motor vehicle while impaired 
by drugs.

A NYPD spokesman con-
fi rmed Gonzalez has 31 prior 
arrests including criminal pos-
session and sale of marijuana, 
assault, criminal mischief, 
public lewdness and turnstile 
jumping.

Arroyo, a 14-year veteran 
and mother of fi ve, was em-
ployed with FDNY EMS Station 
26 in Morrisania.

“This is a woman, a mother 
of fi ve, who dedicated her life in 
serving the community. Know-
ing Yadira was out there gave 
us peace and understanding 
that the right thing was going 
to be done every single time,” 
stated captain Joseph Jeffer-
son of Station 26. “The care and 
compassion she displayed ev-
ery time she touched a patient 

it was like they were her family. 
She cannot be replaced.”

Arroyo is the eighth FDNY 
EMS member to die in the line 
of the duty and the 1,146th mem-
ber to make the supreme sacri-
fi ce.

“This is a terrible tragedy 
and my thoughts and prayers 
are with the entire EMS fam-
ily as well as Arroyo and 
Williams, their families and 
friends during this diffi cult 
time,” expressed Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

A day after the tragedy, 
FDNY members honored Ar-
royo with a banner as they 
marched in the NYC St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade in Manhat-
tan.

Arroyo will be waked on 
Friday, March 24 from 2 to 4 
p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. at Joseph 
A. Lucchese Funeral Home 
on 726 Morris Park Avenue.

Her funeral Mass is Satur-
day, March 25 at 11 a.m. at St. 
Nicholas of Tolentine Church 
on 2345 University Avenue.

The FDNY Foundation 
has established the ‘EMT 
Yadira Arroyo’s Children’s 
Fund’. 

If interested in donating, 
visit www.fdnyfoundation.
org/Donate/.   
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EMT killed in hijacking 2 arrested, charged in MP murder-robbery

FDNY EMT Yadira Arroyo, a 14-
year veteran and mother of 
fi ve, was killed in a fatal ambu-
lance hijacking last Thursday 
evening in Soundview. Photo 
courtesy of FDNY

Bronxites paid their respects to slain FDNY EMT Yadira Arroyo at a candlelight vigil on Sunday, March 
19 on White Plains Road. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Robert Bushun was abducted 
from his Morris Park business 
last fall, and was found dead 
later than evening. Two men 
have been arrested in connec-
tion with the crime. 
 Facebook
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Easter Sunday
Extravaganza
Sunday April 16, 2017

2:00 - 7:00 pm
R E S T A U R A N T

PINE
EST.  1969

Our Extended Cocktail Hour:
Chef’s Selection of Passing Hors D’oeuvres| Baby Lamb Chops

Eggplant Rollatini| Baked Clams|Fried Calamari
Our Old School Antipasto Display| Prosecco Aperitivos

Easter Artisanal Breads
THE MAIN EVENT  

Carving Station:
Leg of Lamb| Sirloin of Beef| Honey Roasted Turkey

Pasta Station:
Stuffed Shells| Farfalle alla Vodka

Orecchiette Broccoli di Rape + Sausage
Specialties:

Chicken Scarpariello| Veal Marsala| Grilled Salmon + Shrimp
Scampi Style| Seasonal Vegetables Medley

Signature Potato Croquettes
Viennese Hour:

An Array of Cordials | Pastries +Cakes |Traditional Italian Cookies
Our Fab-o-licious Chocolate Fountain

Beverages:
Pine’s Premium Open Bar 

Soft Drinks| Coffee| Tea| Espresso 
Children 12 and Under - Half Price 

Entertainment by DJ SERG
Easter Egg Hunt| Easter Basket for the kids

Photos with “Frankie Fudge” the Pine’s Very Own Easter Bunny
$60.00 Per Person - All Inclusive

Space Is Limited, Make Your Reservation Early
718-792-5956 | www.fjpine.com



BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Westchester Square will soon 

be home to the newest branch of 
the Bronx Veterinary Center.

The center, which will sit at 66 
Westchester Square, is the compa-
ny’s second location providing the 
veterinary services of Dr. Stephen 
Katz, his wife Nicole and their 
team.

Katz, whose other BVC location 
is in West Farms, said he’s always 
viewed Westchester Square as a 
possible destination.

“We love Westchester Square,” 
he said. “It’s a great area that’s 
thriving, growing and improv-
ing.”

“From the time I fi rst began 
working in the Bronx 22 years 
ago,” he continued,” I knew that 
Westchester Square was a place I 
would ultimately want to be a part 
of.”

Domenica Furnari, the assis-
tant manager at the BVC, shared 
Katz’ view of Westchester Square.

“This was just an area where I 
felt like we can fl ourish,” said Fur-
nari who lived in the area for most 
of her life before recently moving 
with her husband.

Katz’s fi rst Bronx operation 

was the Concourse Animal Hos-
pital in 1995. 

In 2010, he moved the hospital 
and made it the fi rst Bronx Veter-
inary Center on Webster Avenue 
in West Farms.

Katz always felt the Bronx was 
underserved in animal health 
care.

“For me this is sort of playing 
catch up with the population,” 
Katz said of opening another cen-
ter.  

The doctor said the BVC 
strives to make sure taking care 
of pets isn’t a huge fi nancial bur-
den to pet owners.

“Basically we are giving 5th 
Avenue care at prices that are 
absolutely affordable to people of 
the Bronx,” said Katz.

Furnari said taking care of 
pets can be costly but it shouldn’t 
consume pet owners.

“Once you take on that respon-
sibility it does come with some 
costs,” she said. “But at the same 
time you don’t want to be spending 
huge amounts of money that you 
don’t have any left over to enjoy the 
time with your pet.”

She added, “Good care at a rea-
sonable cost is not unreasonable to 

ask for.”
Katz said the hospital provides 

“the highest level of quality ser-
vice imaginable” while using state 

of the art medicine and 21st cen-
tury technology.

He also said the center provides 
a host of services including, digi-

tal radiology, digital dental radi-
ology, ultrasounds, platelet rich 
therapies for various conditions, 
and genetic testing.

In addition, the center provides 
vaccinations and performs major 
surgeries if necessary.

Lisa Soren, president of the 
Westchester Square Business Im-
provement District, was pleased 
to have the BVC moving into the 
neighborhood. 

She said the BVC would be a 
solid addition to Zoo-Rama Pets 
on East Tremont Avenue and the 
Petland at 25 Westchester Square.

She said adding the center 
would be a “perfect match.”

“It’s almost like they heard our 
call,” said Soren.

The BID president added the 
BVC will also attract people with 
pets who don’t live in the area 
and allow them to get to know 
Westchester Square.

Construction on the new vet-
erinary hospital began in early 
March. 

The location was formerly oc-
cupied by a 99 cents store.

Katz is expecting the hospital to 
open by the second week of April.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community activists scored a 

victory for disabled people who will 
now have access to a local library. 

The Westchester Square Library 
achieved partial access for people in 
wheelchairs and walkers with the 
recent installation of a chair lift and 
a ramp outside the building. 

Disabled patrons can now reach 
the fi rst fl oor of the library, which 
previously had been diffi cult to ma-
neuver because of two sets of steps 
at the entrance to the library: one in 
the interior of the building, another 

outside the front door. 
Activist Louis Rocco said he ad-

vocated for the changes after sev-
eral disabled residents who wanted 
to use the  library reached out to 
him and the Westchester Square 
Civic Association, he said. 

He contacted the NYC Commis-
sion on Human Rights, which in 
turn reached out to the NYC Public 
Library regarding increasing acces-
sibility, said Rocco.

“It is the law,” said Rocco, refer-
ring to the American With Disabili-
ties Act that requires public places 

to make accommodations for the 
disabled and alter buildings if nec-
essary. 

The civic association president 
called the chairlift, which was be-
ing installed on Friday, March 17, a 
shared resource. 

The wooden ramp for wheel-
chairs, was installed in January, 
said Rocco.

Rocco thanked the library and 
the commission, calling the changes 
long overdue. 

“Everybody can use the lift,” he 
said. “It is not a personal elevator 
for someone. The law says you have 
to have equal access: not more, not 
less.” 

Sandra Falconi, a local resident 
who uses a wheelchair and a walker 
said she had not come to the branch 
for the longest time because it was 
hard for her to get inside. 

Falconi said that the library has 
programming that she would like 
to be a part of, including arts and 
crafts classes and computer train-
ing. 

“When they did not have the ac-
cess, I could (not take advantage) of 
those classes,” she said, adding she 
initially felt as though no one was 
listening but now feels otherwise. 

Disabled people no longer feel 

left out of a facility that should be for 
everyone, said Rocco.

Kathleen Carrasco, branch man-
ager, confi rmed that the building en-
hancements would make the branch 
partially ADA accessible. 

“We do our best to serve every 
member of the community, and 
these improvements help us do just 
that,” said Carrasco. “The ramp 
makes the branch much more acces-
sible to a wider range of patrons.”

While Rocco noted that the fa-

cility on Glebe Avenue lacks an el-
evator for handicapped access past 
the fi rst fl oor, the new Westcehster 
Square branch to be situated at 
Lane and Westchester avenues is 
currently being designed and will 
include full acceessibility. 

“We look forward to the new 
Westchester Square branch and 
anticipate that designs will be com-
pleted by this summer, and con-
struction will begin in spring 2018,” 
said Carrasco.

Library branch now wheelchair accessible

Sandra Falconi, who uses the Westchester Square Library Branch, stands next to 
a new chair lift that was installed there recently. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

In addition to installing a lift to provide partial ADA accessibility to the branch, 
this wooden wheelchair ramp was put in place a bit earlier to help those with 
wheelchairs or walkers. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Westchester Square will soon be home to the newest branch of the Bronx Veteri-
nary Center. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

Veterinary center selects Westchester Sq. location



BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A Bronx woman has 

been arrested and charged 
with allegedly stabbing a 
male acquaintance to death 
in his Throggs Neck home, 
according to the NYPD.

The victim, Aaron Rodri-
guez, 39, was found dead in 
his home at 445 Quincy Av-
enue by his estranged wife 
on Tuesday, March 14.

When Rodriguez did not 
show up to his job with the 
NYC Department of Sani-
tation Tuesday, police said 
his manager contacted his 
estranged wife to inquire of 
his whereabouts. 

 Emergency responders 
were called to the home at 
7:48 a.m. where they found 
the man unconscious and 
unresponsive. 

He was pronounced 
dead at the scene by EMS. 

He was found with 
knife wounds on his 
hands and legs, according 
to police. 

The murder weapon 
was recovered at the 
scene, according to the 
Bronx D.A.’s offi ce.

Police arrested 31-year-
old Naomi Olmeda of Mott 
Haven in connection with 
the murder. 

She was charged with 
second-degree murder, a 
class A-1 felony; second-
degree manslaughter, a 

class C felony; criminal 
mischief, a class A mis-
demeanor, and fourth-
degree criminal posses-
sion of a weapon, a class E 
felony. 

Motive for the killing 
has not been released by 
police, but some published 
reports said Olmeda 
found items belonging to 
another woman in Rodri-
guez’s apartment Sunday 
night, and an ensuing ar-
gument turned violent.    

Olmeda appeared in 
Bronx County Court 
briefl y Monday, March 
20, before her case was ad-
journed by a judge until 

Tuesday, April 11. 
She had not been in-

dicted as of Tuesday af-
ternoon, according to 
Bronx District Attorney’s 
offi ce spokesperson Pa-
trice O’Shaughnessy. 

Olmeda is being repre-
sented by Xavier Donald-
son of the Harlem-based 
law fi rm Donaldson & 
Chilliest LLC. 

Calls to Donaldson 
for comment were not re-
turned by press time.

While some neighbors 
said they had heard about 
the murder, none inter-
viewed were familiar 
with the deceased or the 
accused.

Rodriguez’s apartment 
in a two-story private 
house remained sealed off 
by police as of Tuesday, 
March 21.  

The murder was the 
second in less than a 
month in the normally 
quiet Throggs Neck area.  

On Wednesday, Febru-
ary 22 police responded to 
a home on Logan Avenue 
where Zakir Khan, 44, 
had been killed. 

Khan’s landlord, Taha 
Mahran, 51, was charged 
with the murder, which 
police said allegedly 
stemmed from a dispute 
over Khan’s failure to pay 
months of back rent.
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Governor Cuomo an-

nounced on Sunday, March 
19 a $1.8 billion project to 
transform the Bruckner-
Sheridan Interchange.

The governor said there 
would be $700 million in the 
state budget for the project’s 
fi rst phase - turning the 
Sheridan Expressway into 
the Sheridan Boulevard .

The plan includes cross-
walks and bike paths placed 
at different points along the 
boulevard which will allow 
pedestrians and cyclists 
to get from one side to the 
other.

In addition, the afore-
mentioned crosswalks will 
allow residents access to 
Starlight Park.

The plan also includes a 
bridge to carry pedestrians 
between the park and the 
Bronx River.

The new project will 
also feature ramps that will 
give trucks carrying pro-
duce direct access from the 
Bruckner Expressawy to 
the Hunts Point Market

For decades, residents 
in the Hunts Point and sur-
rounding neighborhoods 
have complained about the 
high volume of truck traf-
fi c travelling the Brucker, 
which then use local roads 
to get to the Hunts Point 
Market.

The amount of carbon 
emissions from the trucks 
has contributed to high 

rates of asthma in the neigh-
borhood.

In addition, the trucks 
rolling through the com-
munity destroy the local 
roads. 

Councilman Rafael Sal-
amanca, a native of Hunts 
Point, is looking forward to 
the completion of the gover-
nor’s expressway plan.

“We’re excited and 
pumped,” said Salamanca.

The councilman, whose 
father worked at Hunts 
Point Market for 17 years, 
empathizes with those who 
have been dealing with the 
air pollution.

“I suffer from asthma,” 
he said. “I have friends that 
suffer from asthma.”

The councilman said it 
was important for the com-
munity to strike a balance 
between quality of life for 
residents and the impor-
tance of the Hunts Point 
Food Market.

According to Sala-
manca, the market feeds 
about 60 to 70 percent of the 
tri-state area and provides 
about 3,500 jobs.

“They play an intrical 
part in our local economy,” 
said Salamanca.

Bronx electeds also 
praised the new access 
to Starlight Park and the 
Bronx River.

Senator Ruben Diaz said 
the park was underuti-
lized and Senator Jeff Klein 
pointed out the Bronx River 

is used by residents for ca-
noeing and other activities.

The governor’s plan is 
almost identical to a study 
championed by local resi-
dents and stakeholders in 
2013.

At that time, a Sheri-
dan Hunts Point Land Use 
and Transportation Study 
called for crosswalks along 
the Sheridan Expressway.

Klein, one of several 
elected offi cials who have 
pushed for changes to the 
Sheridan and Bruckner, 
said the current plan is ex-
actly what the Bronx com-
munity “wanted all along.”

One of the questions that 
remains is whether or not 
the governor’s commitment 
to put fi nancial help behind 
the project will material-
ize.

“I hope that [Cuomo] is 
not just talking about it but 
that it becomes a reality 
there” said Diaz.

Dr. Ian Amritt, chair 
of Community Board 2, 
shared similar concerns.

“I am hoping this is not 
just a political promise 
since election year is draw-
ing closer”, said Amritt. 
“But I doubt it is.”

Salamanca said he is 
“confi dent this $1.8 billion 
will remain in the state 
budget.”

Construction of the 
Sheridan Boulevard is ex-
pected to start in 2018 and 
reach completion in 2019.

Gov. Cuomo commits $1.8 
billion to new Sheridan

Governor Cuomo (l) met with many Bronxites including Bharati Kemraj (r) following his special an-
nouncement to transform the south Bronx. Photo by Edwin Soto

The Quincy Avenue home of Aaron Rodriguez, where the 39-year-old sanitation worker was found 
dead last week. Rodriguez’s apartment has been sealed off by NYPD investigators. 
 Arthur Cusano

Aaron Rodriguez, 39, of Throggs 
Neck was found dead of multiple 
stab wounds on Tuesday, March 
14 in his home. A female acquin-
tance has been arrested and 
charged with the crime. Facebook

Throggs Neck man killed’ 
jealous girlfriend arrested
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A Centers Health Care spokesperson confi rmed that the facility will undergo renovations and new 
signage will be installed. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
More than a year after 

the acquisition was initi-
ated, Centers Health Care 
has offi cially taken over and 
renamed the Beth Abraham 
facility.

On Thursday, March 16, 
local health care provider 
Centers announced that 
they are moving into the 
90-year old Beth Abraham 
Health Services facility, 
located on 612 Allerton Av-
enue, after the transaction 
was originally announced 
in February 2016.

Centers Health Care has 
renamed the facility the 
‘Beth Abraham Center for 
Rehabilitation and Nurs-
ing’.

It has been confi rmed 
from Centers Health Care 
that renovations will take 
place throughout the build-
ing over the next year or 
so. New signage will also 
be installed in the next few 
weeks.

Beth Abraham Cen-
ter for Rehabilitation and 
Nursing will continue to 
provide long-term care and 

short-term rehabilitation, 
along with specialized care, 
for patients with Alzheim-
er’s disease and other forms 
of dementia. The 520-bed, 
three-fl oor facility will also 
offer many therapeutical 
and recreational activities 
for its residents.

“Our company started 
right here in the Bronx 
and our commitment to 
this community has never 
wavered,” said Kenny 
Rozenberg, CEO of Centers 
Health Care. “This facility 
enables us to expand our 
world class care and rehab 
service to hundreds more of 
our neighbors.”

Rozenberg also added 
the fact that this is the sixth 
medical facility that Centers 
Health Care has purchased, 
along with Bronx Center on 
Underhill Avenue, Triboro 
Center on Teller Avenue, 
Hope Center on University 
Avenue, University Nursing 
Home on Grand Avenue and 
Williamsbridge Manor on 
Tomlinson Avenue, Centers 
Health Care’s fi rst skilled 
nursing facility.

In total, Centers Health 

Care, one of the largest and 
most complete post-acute 
health care continuums in 
the northeast, owns more 
than 30 skilled nursing and 
rehabilitation centers in 
New York, New Jersey and 
Rhode Island.

“We’ve been preparing 
for this for months - and 
now that it’s fi nally hap-
pened, we can launch the 
exciting plans we have for 
Beth Abraham,” said Moshe 
Blackstein, the facility’s ad-
ministrator. “We are going 
to provide our residents 
with the fi nest care in the 
Bronx as well as the kind 
of lifestyle they deserve, in-
cluded with a caring staff, 
a vibrant community and a 
comfortable, homey atmo-
sphere.”

A spokesperson from 
Centers Health Care would 
not provide any details 
from last February’s trans-
action between CenterLight 
and Centers Health Care, 
but did observe that Beth 
Abraham’s current staff 
members are “cautious but 
optimistic that the facility 
will fl ourish once again.”

Centers Health Care takes over Beth Abraham

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
East Tremont property and 

business owners will meet Mon-
day to discuss options aimed at 
helping the neighborhood busi-
ness community through city 
and state programs. 

Community Board 6 will 
host the meeting with represen-
tatives of the NYC Small Busi-
ness Services offi ce on Monday, 
March 27 at Roy’s restaurant 
located at 880 E. Tremont Av-
enue.

 The main topic will be the 
application being submitted by 
SBS for a grant from the state’s 
New York Main Street program, 
explained CB 6 district manager 
John Sanchez

“This program allows the 
Small Business Services to 
reimburse businesses for im-
provements to their storefront 
facades and their commercial 
space for up to $50,000,” Sanchez 
said.

The program, funded by NYS 
Offi ce of Community Renewal, is 
aimed at revitalizing downtown 
areas through improvements 
such as façade renovations, in-
terior building upgrades and 
streetscape enhancements. 

The program offers match-
ing grants to non-profi t orga-
nizations and units of local 
government to work with local 
business and property owners 
to complete the improvements. 

The program matches invest-
ments at a 3:1 ratio, meaning 
business and property owners 
will be reimbursed three dol-
lars for every one spent.  

The amount available could 
be as much as a half million 
dollars and if awarded to East 
Tremont, would be the only 
neighborhood in the city to be 
awarded by the state under the 
Main Street program this year.   

The stretch of East Tremont 
Avenue impacted runs from 
Webster Avenue to the west 
to Southern Boulevard to the 
east, and is home to numerous 
locally owned businesses of all 
kinds: retail, barber shops, dis-
count stores, restaurants and 
even some clothing and foot-
wear stores. 

The wide array of establish-
ments has left the avenue with 
a somewhat disjointed appear-
ance, Sanchez said. 

“When you walk through the 
strip, a lot of the storefront fa-

cades are a little too bulky and 
big,” he said. “What SBS has been 
great in doing is using the pro-
grams to make the stores  more 
understated,  showing the archi-
tectural detail of the buildings 
and the history.  It makes for a 

cleaner (looking) block.”
Sanchez pointed to Arthur Av-

enue as a business district that is 
worth emulating.

“There are very few big aw-
nings on Arthur Avenue, but it 
was just named one of America’s 

greatest streets. The hope is that 
in a few years, East Tremont can 
be similar”

The SBS will also discuss 
other services available to East 
Tremont businesses about avoid-
ing environmental and sanita-
tion and health code violations, 
including free walkthroughs for 
businesses to help identify poten-
tial problems.

“Attractive, well-designed 
storefronts help make neighbor-
hoods vibrant places to live, work, 
and play,” said Gregg Bishop, 
commissioner of SBS. “We offer 
free resources to help community 
organizations undertake local 
storefront improvement work to 
benefi t area residents and small 
businesses alike.”

Sanchez said the meeting will 
hopefully help build momentum 
towards the eventual creation of 
a business improvement district, 
or BID, in which members pool 
resources to help beautify and 
promote their area to encourage 
commerce. 

“Eventually we want more 
plantings, more sanitation, more 
lighting and all of that, but this 
(grant) is step one,” Sanchez 
said.

E. Tremont businesses eye possible grants

East Tremont business owners will meet on March 27 to discuss the possible cre-
ation of a business improvement district and available citywide assistance pro-
grams. Arthur Cusano
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$65 - CHAMBER MEMBERS      $85 - NON MEMBERS
To RSVP or for more information call 718-828-3900  

 or email us at: events@bronxchamber.org

THE BRONX CHAMBER  
of  COMMERCE

FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2017  • 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
VILLA BARONE MANOR    
737 THROGGS NECK EXPWY

65 CHAMBER MEMBERS $85 NON MEMBERS$6

737 THROOOGGGGGGGGSS NNEECCK EXPWY

Honoring
Venecia Fernandez 

Office of NYS Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli

Nancy Rosario-Rodriguez 
Assistant Director of Center for Educational Partnerships 

Fordham University, Graduate School of Education

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
NYC Councilmember Vanessa Gibson

invites you to attend

SAVE THE DATE

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES
Rhina Valentin 

Host of Bronxnet OPEN

Honoring Trailblazing Women
in Labor & Business

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Members of the Mott Haven-

Port Morris Land Trust will host 
an evening with dinner and music 
to garner community support for 
a potential H.E.Arts Community 
Center in Mott Haven.

The event will take place on 
Saturday, April 1 at the Metropol-
itan College of New York from 4 to 
7 p.m.

The land trust has been plan-
ning since June 2016 ways in 
which they can turn the former 
Lincoln Recovery Center, at 349 E. 
140th Street, into a useful build-
ing for residents in the Mott Ha-
ven and Port Morris neighbor-
hoods.

The recovery center, which 
treated many former prisoners 
referred by the city and state for 
substance abuse, closed in 2012.

Now the building sits vacant 
and local community members 
see an opportunity.

The land trust includes South 
Bronx Unite, Upbeat NYC, Friends 
of Brook Park, Mothers on the 
Move, South Bronx Farmer’s Mar-
ket and SUNY Attain Lab.

According to Mychal Johnson, 
president of South Bronx Unite, 

the land trust formed as a way to 
identify publicly owned property 
in the community that was being 
underutilized.

The question the groups ask 
themselves is, “How can we help 
to provide answers that our com-
munity needs?,” he said.

He also said the land trust 
scouts places where better health, 
good education and a greater ap-
preciation of the arts can be fos-
tered.

According to Johnson, a for-
mer Community Board 1 mem-
ber, the Mott Haven and Port 
Morris community does not have 
many places to enrich culture.

He added students in School 
District 7 - which has some of the 
worst performing schools in the 
Bronx - need more places where 
they can continue learning out-
side of school.

Johnson also pointed out that 
many current organizations serv-
ing the community don’t have 
permanent homes.

Liza Austria of Upbeat NYC - a 
local non-profi t organization that 
teaches music to students ages 5 to 
21 - has to move around the Bronx 
to hold classes.

The organization currently 
holds classes at Tercera Iglesia 
Baptista, St. Jerome School and 
the Mott Haven Library.

Austria, the group’s director, 
said when they started in 2008 the 
instructors only served a few stu-
dents.

However, now the group 

teaches as many as 150 students 
and some of the spaces they use 
are struggling to accommodate 
them.

“Imagine how much more can 
be done with a space that felt like 
our own home,” said Austria.

The music director said Up-
beat’s story is like many other or-

ganizations in the south Bronx.
In addition, she said these 

organizations need stability at 
a time when many south Bronx-
ites are facing instability in their 
own living situations.

“So many south Bronx orga-
nizations really need permanent 
secure spaces to effi ciently de-
liver our services as the commu-
nity faces the very real prospect 
of displacement and gentrifi ca-
tion,” said Austria.

According to Johnson, the up-
coming dinner is the next step for 
the land trust. 

The land trust previously re-
quested that students at City Col-
lege come up with ideas on the old 
buildings repurposing as a new 
community center.

At the dinner, the community 
will hear the engineering stu-
dents’ suggestions.

Johnson said he does not ex-
pect city funding for the commu-
nity center but hopes that elected 
offi cials come out to hear what the 
land trust has to say.

Johnson believes if the center 
is to become a reality, the land 
trust will have to fi gure out ways 
of fundraising.

Community raises pulse for H.E.Arts center

Members of the Mott Haven-Port Morris Land Trust are looking to turn the old 
Lincoln Recovery Center into the H.E.Arts Community Center. 
 Community News Group/Robert Christie
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mregular hamburgers with 

lettuce and tomato.
However, Hatzigeorgiou 

is proud of Clinton Hall’s 
more peculiar options such 
as the Cheetohs Burger and 
the Fondo Burger which 
features fries in the middle 
of the burger.

“We try to have fun with 
the burgers,” said Hatzi-
georgiou.

Clinton Hall also has 
fun with its grilled cheese 
and donuts. 

In the past they have of-
fered the habanero bacon 
grilled cheese and the Wal-
ter White crystal method 
donut.

The donut, an ode to 
Bryan Cranston’s ‘Break-
ing Bad’ character, features 
an all-white powdered do-
nut with raspberry and va-
nilla cream in the middle.

As for the games, Clinton 
Hall has both giant-sized 
and regular-sized boards 
for games such as connect 
four, scrabble and jenga.

The bar and grill also of-
fers Cards Against Human-
ity.

Hatzigeorgiou said the 
games add a nice touch to 
the customers’ dining expe-
rience.

“We fi nd more and more 
people want to go out and 
have fun and entertainment 
in addition to a good drink 
and good food,” he said.

Clinton Hall is at 601 
E 189th Street - a few feet 
from the historic Arthur 
Avenue.

Frank Franz, chairman 
of the Belmont Business 
Improvement District, is 
excited to have Clinton Hall 
as a new addition to Arthur 
Avenue.

“We’re happy to have 
something that is profes-
sionally run and appar-
ently a little more upscale 
coming up from the city and 
considering the Bronx for a 
change,” said Franz.

The BID chair was also 
happy to have the mural - 
which can be seen in the 
picture - that now covers 
the entire building.

Franz said the mural, 
painted by the artist Mr. 
June, is in line with beau-
tifi cation plans the BID has 
for Arthur Avenue.

Clinton Hall is open from 
11:30 a.m. to midnight,  Sun-
day to Wednesday and from 
11:30 a.m. to 2 a.m. from 
Thursday to Saturday.

from Page 1

Clinton Hall opened its doors on Thursday, March 23 at the company’s new Bronx location at 601 E. 189th Street in Belmont near Arthur 
Avenue. Community News Group/Robert Christie

Clinton Hall brings trendy burgers to Belmont

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local university is in the 

process of organizing fi ndings 
that date back as far as 175 years 
ago.

SUNY Maritime is currently 
creating a platform index guide 
within their very own library to 
catelogue various archives, ar-
tifacts, records and documents 
from Sailors’ Snug Harbor, 
which provided a home for aged 
sailors in the 1800s and 1900s.

Many of the archives from 
Sailors’ Snug Harbor, once lo-
cated on the north shore of 
Staten Island, include infor-
mation on the retired sailors’ 
family genealogy, documented 
minutes from the Trustees of 
the Sailors’ Snug Harbor, legal 
paperwork from the property 
and even books that belonged to 
Herman Melville, a novelist and 
poet of ‘Moby Dick’ fame.

Two massive bound volumes 
- portrait books that contain 
photographs of the thousands of 

retired sailors who lived in the 
Sailors’ Snug Harbor commu-
nity over the years, is part of the 
collection.

“This was the fi rst insti-
tution of its kind, as nursing 
homes didn’t exist at the time,” 
said Annie Tummino, SUNY 
Maritime’s archivist who also 
holds classes specifi cally to 
teach students how to access 
the archives, in the library or 
online. “Without this retire-
ment institution, many of these 
retired sailors would have been 
living on the street - and many of 
them didn’t have limbs, wives or 
families.”

Since she took the position a 
year ago, Tummino’s effort has 
been to digitize the collection 
of records, She also expressed 
interest in forming a collabora-
tion where she and others tran-
scribe the portion of written 
documents, some of which are 
barely legible and written by a 
quill feather pen.

“It’s very exciting that this 
history is right here, and the stu-
dent as well as the public should 
take full advantage of that,” she 
added. “This information docu-
ments a dying way of life and the 
birth of social services.”

“It’s truly illuminating,” 
said Benson Beilder, a sopho-
more at SUNY Maritime, who 
has helped Tummino organize 
the collection. “Without this 
information - many of the facts 
based on Sailors’ Snug Harbor 
would remain a mystery.”

“It is great that these sources 
are here - especially for the stu-
dents who want to get an idea 
of what life was like in this in-
stitution during its years of 
operation,” said Dave Allen, a 
humanities professor at SUNY 
Maritime for over ten years, 
who has also encouraged his 
students to learn more about the 
archives. “I greatly encourage 
my students to utilize these doc-
uments - if not to learn about the 

history then to gain experience 
in accessing thousands of differ-
ent records and archives.”

Sailors’ Snug Harbor was 
established in 1801 but did not 
open until the 1830s. When it 
did open, it became the coun-
try’s fi rst home for retired sail-
ors, who were referred to as in-
mates.

After the buildings fell into 
disrepair in the 1950s, the insti-
tution was moved to Sea Level, 
NC in the 1970s. However, the 
Trustees of the Sailors’ Snug 
Harbor in New York City contin-
ues to help retired marines each 
year.

A portion of Sailors’ Snug 
Harbor’s archives can also be 
accessed online by visiting dc-
mny.org and clicking either 
’Maritime College, Sailors’ Snug 
Harbor Archives’ or ’Maritime 
College, Sailors’ Snug Harbor 
Inmate Records’ under ‘All Col-
lections’.

Maritime archives Sailors’ Snug Harbor records

Annie and Benson ponder through one of the school’s two massive 
bound volumes of portraits. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER


