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Repeat offender runs over ‘First Responder’ 

KILLED IN 
HIJACKING

2 arrested, charged in MP murder-robbery

Continued on Page 58

Continued on Page 58

Emergency service members paid their respects to fallen FDNY Emer-
gency Medical Technician Yadira Arroyo on Saturday, March 18 at Joseph 
A. Lucchese Funeral Home. Firefi ghters and EMTs formed a honor line 
outside of the funeral home as they waited for Arroyo’s body to arrive.
      Photo by Ray Maldonado

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx mourns the loss 

of an exemplary Emergency 
Medical Technician killed last 
week in Soundview.

According to police, on 
Thursday, March 16 at 7:08 
p.m., 43rd Precinct offi cers 
discovered an unconscious 
and unresponsive on-duty 
FDNY EMT Yadira Arroyo, 
44, lying in the intersection of 
White Plains Road and Wat-
son Avenue with severe bodily 
trauma.

Arroyo’s partner, Monique 
Williams, 30, also sustained 
injuries to her neck and shoul-
der.

The NYPD Highway Dis-
trict’s Collision Investigation 
Squad determined Arroyo 
and Williams’ 2008 FDNY am-
bulance was traveling south-
bound on White Plains Road 
approaching Watson Avenue 
before being fl agged down by 
pedestrians.

Arroyo and Williams 

parked and exited the vehi-
cle at the northwest corner of 
White Plains Road and Watson 
Avenue after learning a man 
was joyriding on their rear 
bumper.

The suspect, Jose Gonza-
lez, 25, a 2388 Creston Avenue 
resident, suddenly came from 
behind the ambulance and en-
tered its driver’s side.

The EMTs tried preventing 
Gonzalez, who was allegedly 
high on drugs, from hijacking 
their vehicle, but to no avail.

Gonzalez placed the ambu-
lance in reverse knocking Ar-
royo, who was on the driver’s 
side, to the ground before run-
ning her over.

He proceeded in reverse 
northbound on White Plains 
Road striking two occupied ve-
hicles, a 2014 Honda Pilot and 
2007 Toyota Camry. The occu-
pants were unharmed.

Gonzalez then struck a 
parked, unoccupied 1997 Lin-
coln Towncar before driving 

toward Watson Avenue, subse-
quently dragging Arroyo into 
the intersection.

As Gonzalez attempted 
to turn left onto Watson Av-
enue, the ambulance struck 
two more parked cars, a 2007 
Infi niti G35 and a 2000 Kia 
Sportage, before coming to a 
halt at the corner.

He attempted to fl ee on foot, 
but was tackled and appre-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Two men have been ar-

rested and charged in connec-
tion with the abduction and 
murder of the owner of a Mor-
ris Park auto detailing shop 
last fall. 

Robert Pizarro, 37, and 
Juan Rivera, 39, were arrested 
Thursday, March 16 for the al-
leged kidnap and murder of 
36-year-old Robert Bishun on 
September 20 of last year ac-
cording to the United States 
Attorney’s Offi ce for the South-
ern District of New York.

Bishun was abducted by 
two armed and masked men 
from his store, Mobile Cre-
ation Sounds and Security, lo-
cated at 1631 Stillwell Avenue, 
at around 9:50 p.m. on Septem-
ber 27. 

Police later located Bis-
hun’s BMW sedan parked ap-

proximately six miles away at 
6071 Broadway in front of Van 
Cortlandt Park. 

Bishun was found dead sit-
ting upright in the back seat of 
the vehicle, unconscious and 
unresponsive, with a tightly 
fastened zip tie around his 
neck.

“Today’s arrests mark the 
end of an exhaustive investi-
gation by the DEA, the NYPD 
and the New York State Police, 
and the begining of justice for 
Bishun’s family,” stated act-
ing U.S. Attorney for Southern 
New York Joon Kim.   

Morris Park Community 
Association president Tony 
Signorile said residents were 
relieved an arrest had been 
made 

“How that happened - in al-
most broad daylight at the end 
of the day for them to put two 

people in the trunk…that has 
never happened here as far as 
I can remember in this com-
munity,” Signorile said.

Signorile said he had not 
heard any additional informa-
tion from the 45th Precinct on 
the arrest, but said the neigh-
borhood had otherwise been 
quiet.

Pizarro and Rivera are 
charged with the federal fel-
ony charges of conspiracy to 
commit kidnapping result-
ing in death and kidnapping 
resulting in death, as well as 
robbery conspiracy and rob-
bery under the Hobbs Act and 
a fi rearm-related offense.

Bishun had been scheduled 
to testify in a corruption case 
against a former NYPD offi -
cer, Merlin Alston, just before 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Take ESL at Bronx Community College
 Improve your speaking, pronunciation, comprehension and reading

 ESL classes for beginners, intermediate and advanced students

 Evening classes (6–9 p.m.)

 100 hours of instruction — only $110

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Improve your 
English

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Clinton Hall, a trendy 

burger emporium, opened its 
doors on Thursday, March 23 
in Belmont.

The bar and grill combines 
beer, burgers and games to 
bring a unique experience to 
its patrons.

With a popular location al-
ready in Manhattan, owner 
Telly Hatzigeorgiou is excited 
about the young adults the 
Bronx location will attract.

“We love that area primar-
ily because of the Fordham 
[University] students,” said 
Hatzigeorgiou. 

However, he said the com-
bination of experiences Clin-
ton Hall offers creates some-
thing for all ages.

“We’re trying to create a 
concept that we feel is self per-
petuating,” said Hatzigeor-
giou. “You can come when 
you’re younger and when you 
get older and have kids.”

Clinton Hall prides itself 
on its unique selection of beer.

“We like to say ‘If you’ve 
heard of the beer, we don’t 
have it,’” Hatzigeorgiou said 
with a chuckle.

He said the company fea-

Clinton Hall brings trendy burgers to Belmont
tures a method called Super-
craft in which they sell very 
unique and non-mainstream 
brews from all over the coun-
try.

The owner said certain 
brewers - that only release 
a few kegs of beer at a time - 
choose to sell their product to 
Clinton Hall because of their 
success and appreciation of 
certain types of beer.

Hatzigeorgiou said some 
of Clinton Hall’s customer’s 
drive two to three hours to try 
the beers they have on tap.

The bar commonly has 20 
beers on tap, all of which can 
be viewed at clintonhallny.
com.

When it comes to the burg-
ers, Clinton Hall features many 
typical choices such as sliders, 
burgers with bacon and cheese 
and even regular hamburgers 
with lettuce and tomato.

However, Hatzigeorgiou 
is proud of Clinton Hall’s 
more peculiar options such 
as the Cheetohs Burger and 
the Fondo Burger which fea-
tures fries in the middle of the 
burger.

“We try to have fun with 
the burgers,” said Hatzigeor-

giou.
Clinton Hall also has fun 

with its grilled cheese and do-
nuts. 

In the past they have of-
fered the habanero bacon 
grilled cheese and the Walter 
White crystal method donut.

The donut, an ode to Bryan 
Cranston’s ‘Breaking Bad’ 
character, features an all-
white powdered donut with 
raspberry and vanilla cream 
in the middle.

As for the games, Clin-
ton Hall has both giant-sized 
and regular-sized boards for 
games such as connect four, 
scrabble and jenga.

The bar and grill also of-
fers Cards Against Humanity.

Hatzigeorgiou said the 
games add a nice touch to the 
customers’ dining experience.

“We fi nd more and more 
people want to go out and have 
fun and entertainment in ad-
dition to a good drink and 
good food,” he said.

Clinton Hall is at 601 E 
189th Street - a few feet from 
the historic Arthur Avenue.

Frank Franz, chairman 
of the Belmont Business Im-
provement District, is excited 

to have Clinton Hall as a new 
addition to Arthur Avenue.

“We’re happy to have 
something that is profession-
ally run and apparently a lit-
tle more upscale coming up 
from the city and considering 
the Bronx for a change,” said 
Franz.

The BID chair was also 
happy to have the mural - 
which can be seen in the pic-

ture - that now covers the en-
tire building.

Franz said the mural, 
painted by the artist Mr. June, 
is in line with beautifi cation 
plans the BID has for Arthur 
Avenue.

Clinton Hall is open from 
11:30 a.m. to midnight,  Sun-
day to Wednesday and from 
11:30 a.m. to 2 a.m. from Thurs-
day to Saturday.

Clinton Hall opened its doors on Thursday, March 23 at the company’s 
new Bronx location at 601 E. 189th Street in Belmont near Arthur Avenue.
 Community News Group/Robert Christie
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The Board of Directors of the New York 
City Health + Hospitals  invite you to 
attend its Fiscal Year 2017 Annual Public 
Meetings in accordance with §7384(10) 
of the HHC Enabling Act.

Following a report on the activities of the 
health system, the public is invited to 
make oral and/or written presentations. 

Allotted speaking time is FIVE (5) 
minutes.  Speakers are asked to register 
in advance by writing or calling: 

Ms. Patricia Lockhart
Secretary to the Corporation

NYC Health + Hospitals
125 Worth Street, Room 519
New York, New York 10013
Telephone: 212-788-3360

Interpreter and American Sign 
Language services are available upon 
request in advance of registration 
deadline dates only.

On-site registration will be available at 
each location on the day of the meeting 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. and ending at 
6:30 p.m.  Speakers who register in 
advance will be given priority on the 
speaking  schedule.

These Events are 
Wheelchair Accessible

Notice of FY 2017
Annual Public Meetings BRONX

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2017 - 6 PM
NYC Health + Hospitals | Jacobi
1400 Pelham Parkway South
Jacobi Training Center—Building “4” -
Second Floor, Bronx, NY 10461
Advance Registration Deadline: 
04/17/2017

STATEN ISLAND
WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 2017 - 6 PM
NYC Health + Hospitals | Sea View
Lou Caravone Community Services Bldg.
460 Brielle Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10314
Advance Registration Deadline:  
05/08/2017

BROOKLYN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2017 - 6 PM
NYC Health + Hospitals | Coney Island
2601 Ocean Parkway - Second Floor 
Auditorium, Brooklyn, NY 11235
Advance Registration Deadline: 
05/15/2017

MANHATTAN
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2017 - 6 PM
NYC Health + Hospitals | Harlem
506 Lenox Avenue
Dr. Herbert G. Cave Auditorium, 2nd 
Floor, New York, NY 10037
Advance Registration Deadline: 
06/05/20167

QUEENS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2017 - 6 PM
NYC Health + Hospitals | Elmhurst
Auditorium ~ Main Entrance ~ A1-22
79-01 Broadway, Elmhurst, NY 11373
Advance Registration Deadline:  
06/12/2017

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 
Upcoming Role On Netfl ix 

Congratulations to Chris-

tian Lee Navarro on his up-

coming role in The Netfl ix Orig-
inal Series “13 Reasons Why”. 

The show is an adaptation 
of the best-selling novel by Jay 
Asher. Christian is a proud 
Bronxite and always beams 
when discussing his Hunts 
Pount roots. 

Acting is his lifelong passion 
and he is proud to be a part of 
such important project. 

Our family is proud of his 
accomplishments, but more so 
his humbleness and gracious-
ness.

Christian Lee Navarro

The Department of Physi-
cal Medicine and Rehabilita-
tion at Montefi ore, the New 
York Parks Department, the 
Wheelchair Sports Federa-
tion, and Walk with a Doc in-
vite you to participate in a 
free event: on Saturday, April 
1, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Williamsbridge Oval, 3225 
Reservoir Oval East (meet out-
side the Recreation Center).

 Join in for hands-on equip-
ment demos and adaptive 
sports sessions. Find out about 
adaptive sports programs in 
and around NYC and beyond. 
Bring your family and friends 
for a 1 mile walk with the docs 
at Montefi ore, then pick up 
some educational health mate-
rials! For info ation visit adap-
tive-sports@montefi ore.org or 
call (718) 547-4940.

Adaptive Sports event at Monte
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FOR SALE
DELI/GROCERY/VENTA DE NEGOCIO

THROGGS NECK, BRONX, NY
Presently operating, clean, turn-key business. Great corner location near affluent beach 
clubs and condos. Includes a large, professional, fully equipped, stainless steel kitchen. 
- IDEAL FOR ANY CATERING BUSINESS, or satellite kitchen for your other stores. Equip-
ment includes two walk-in coolers in a large basement. Deli slicer, deli cases, bever-
age coolers, dairy cooler, freezers, BUNN 5-burner coffee machine, display steam tables, 
modern storage cabinets, gondolas/shelving, LOTTO machine, ATM, central alarm secu-
rity system with CCTV, AC unit, professional double stove with 10 burners, PITCO oil fryer, 
U.S. RANGE broiler, TOASTMASTER 36” griddle, a large three compartment commercial 
sink, pots, pans, utensils, stainless steel tables & counters, and much more.

Call 917-821-7560  8:00am – 8:00pm
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Lease and Finance offers available with approved credit (Tier 1 FICO score of 740+) through Mazda Capital. Offers exclude tax, tags & MV fees. *Lessee respon-
sible for maintenance, excessive wear/tear. †APR Finance offers to qualified buyers through Mazda Capital with approved credit (Tier 1 FICO score of 740+) in 
lieu of rebates. ̂ Based on Mazda data for 2014-2016 New Car sales. Advertised offers are valid on in-stock inventory which is limited and may not be available 
at time of selection. Vehicles are available on a first come first sold basis. Offers expire 3/31/17. NYS DMV#7115515.

  MazdaofNewRochelle.com 

Sales Hours:

Mon-Thurs 9:00am-9:00pm
Fri-Sat        9:00am-6:00pm
Sunday     12:00pm-5:00pm

Service Hours:

Mon-Fri 8am-7:00pm
Sat 8am-4:00pm
Sunday Closed

Just a Sample of Our Value-Packed Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles
2009 Toyota 

Corolla 
S

Stk #MU2720, 4 cyl, auto, 
116,800 mi. 

Buy 
For

$6,695

2009 Jeep   

Liberty 
Sport

Stk #MU2866, V6, auto, 
54,460 mi.

Buy 
For

$10,995

2014 Nissan   

Altima 
2.5

Stk #MU2830A, 4 cyl, CVT, 
36,039 mi.

Buy 
For

$11,695

2013 Mazda 
Mazda3 i 
Touring

Stk #MU2727, 4 cyl, auto, 
38,877 mi.

Buy 
For

$11,495

2012 Jeep   

Grand Cherokee 
Laredo 4x4
Stk #MU2865, V6, auto, 

64,467 mi.
Buy 
For

$18,495

2015 Chevrolet 

Cruze 
2LT

Buy 
For

$12,295 Stk #MU2796A, 4 cyl, auto, 
41,181 mi.

2015 Chrysler  

200 
C 

Buy 
For

$13,995 Stk #MU2858A, 4 cyl, auto, 
44,711 mi.

2014 Infiniti   

 QX60 
AWD

Buy 
For

$27,395 Stk #MU2833A, V6, CVT, 
49,125 mi.

2014 BMW   

528i 
xDrive

Buy 
For

$25,995Stk #MU2811A, 4 cyl, auto, 
26,979 mi.

2012 Mazda  

CX-9 Grand 
Touring AWD

Buy 
For

$15,995 Stk #MU2680, V6, auto, 
73,098 mi.

2012 Mercedes-Benz   

ML350 
4MATIC

Buy 
For

$26,495 Stk #MU2876, V6, auto, 
59,023 mi.

2014 Mazda  

CX-5 
Touring

Buy 
For

$17,395 Stk #MU2672, 4 cyl, auto, 
32,832 mi.

 Volume Mazda Dealer in The Bronx & Westchester^
3 Years in a Row! 

FINANCE WITH

$129 * 
per mo. 
36 mo.

LEASE FOR

OR
$2495 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees

0% APR
Financing

63 months†for

New 2017 

Mazda3 Sport

Stk #M17-1092, 4DR, 4 cyl., auto, MSRP: 
$19,930. *$2495 down pymt+ $0 1st mo. 
pymt+$0 sec dep = $2495 due at signing + 
tax, tags & mv fees. $595 bank fee included 
in lease. Ttl pymts/residual: $4,644/$10,562. 
Includes 10K mi/year w/15¢/mile thereafter.

FINANCE WITH

$169 * 
per mo. 
36 mo.

LEASE FOR

OR
$2995 due at signing + tax, tags & mv fees

0% APR
Financing

63 months†for

New 2016 

Mazda CX-5
Sport AWD 

Stk #M16-2368, 4DR, 4 cyl., auto, MSRP: 
$25,795. *$2995 down pymt+ $0 1st mo. 
pymt+$0 sec dep = $2995 due at signing + 
tax, tags & mv fees. $595 bank fee included 
in lease. Ttl pymts/residual: $6,084/$15,477. 
Includes 10K mi/year w/15¢/mile thereafter.

149 East Main Street, New Rochelle, NY 10801
Sales 914-595-1472

Mazda of New Rochelle

THIS 
WEEKEND 

ONLY

LIMITED  TIME 
PRICING
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hristina’s airwork

LICENSED HAIRSLIST
Call for an interview

718-597-8681
2911 Bruckner Blvd

Bronx 10461

ALSO SPACE FOR RENT W/ PRIVATE ENTRANCE

WANTED

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A plan to better connect 

borough consumers to pro-
duce grown by upstate farm-
ers appears to be gaining mo-
mentum. 

Non-profi t GrowNYC is 
continuing its advocacy to 
build a regional greenmar-
ket food distribution hub for 
New York-sourced produce in 
Hunts Point, a move that could 
increase access to fruits and 
vegetables in communities 
where they are hard to fi nd. 

The center, which would 
also help regional farmers 
by increasing capacity at 
GrowNYC farmers markets 
and programs, is currently in 
its design phase, said Marcel 
Van Ooyen, GrowNYC presi-
dent and CEO. 

The organization is in the 
process of acquiring the land 
for the 75,000 square facility 
in a space that is currently an 
auxiliary parking lot for the 
Fulton Fish Market near Hal-
leck Street and Viele Avenue, 
said Van Ooyen. 

That land is owned by 
New York City, and would be 
leased, according to the NYC 
Economic Development Cor-

GrowNYC plans new farmers’ market hub

This is a GrowNYC artist’s renderings of the new food hub for locally grown produce the non-profi t hopes to 
build on land that is currently an overfl ow parking lot for the Fulton Fish Market. Photo courtey of Grow NYC

poration. 
The greenmarket hub is en-

visioned as a wholesale ware-
house, but Van Ooyen said 
that there would be retail com-
ponents as well. 

“There will be farmers in 
the parking lot who will sell 
by the case who would be more 
than happy to sell to folks…
who want to buy it directly,” 
said Van Ooyen.

He added that there would 
be some kind of retail compo-
nent either directly at the fa-
cility or in the nearby Hunts 
Point residential community 
consistent with GrowNYC’s 
goal of increasing access in 
underserved communities. 

“We are going to talk to 
people in the neighborhood 
and see what their thoughts 
are and how they would like 
to see their community better 
served,” he said. 

The project has garnered 
support from key elected of-
fi cials, including Governor 
Cuomo, who in 2016 committed 
$15 million to fund the project, 
as well as Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. 

The borough president said 
that he believes that the con-

struction of a regional green-
market hub in Hunts Point 
would expand opportunities 
for new and existing busi-
nesses. 

He said in a statement that 
he also believes the facility 
will facilitate access to fresh 
food for stores, restaurants, 
and people in ‘food desert’ 
communities, where fresh 
produce is in short supply. 

“A regional greenmarket 
food hub in this neighborhood 
creates multiple job opportu-
nities, directly and indirectly, 
and at the same time will fos-
ter entrepreneurship in the 

Hunts Point area,” said Diaz. 
The food hub’s construction 

underscores that the borough 
is the economic development 
gateway between upstate New 
York, the city and the north-
east corridor of our country, 
said the borough president, 
who thanked the governor for 
his commitment to improving 
the economy and infrastruc-
ture. 

Also, Senator Jeff Klein, 
whose district covers the 
Hunts Point markets, said in 
a statement that the project 
would also play a vital role in 
promoting healthy eating for 

people in nearby communi-
ties. 

Currently, a 5,000 square 
foot warehouse services the 
non-profi t greenmarkets and 
‘green box’ distribution pro-
grams GrowNYC runs, limit-
ing the organization’s’ ability 
to buy food in bulk and pass 
cost savings onto consumers, 
said Van Ooyen. 

“This would allow us to 
dramatically increase the 
amount of retail outlets we 
run,” he said, adding that his 
organization is working with 
NYC EDC to make the project 
a reality. 
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Cardinal McCloskey  
Community Charter School

Please join us at our

Open House
to discuss the proposed

Celebrating the diversity 
of our community

CA
RD

INAL McCLOSKEY 

Celebrating the diversity 
of our community

CACC
RAA

DRR

INI ANN LAA McCLCC OL
SKEKK YE

CO
M

M
UNITY  CHARTER SC

HO
O

L

When: Thursday, April 27th, 3:00 – 5:30PM
Where: CMCS Early Childhood Education Office 
 629 Courtlandt Ave, Bronx NY
To RSVP: Call 718–402-0081, ext 227  
 or email us at info@CMCSCharter.org

(Refreshments will be served, child care will be provided.)

The proposed Cardinal McCloskey Community Charter School will provide 
an exceptional educational curriculum along with clinical and therapeutic 
support for at-risk children, children from the community and children 
with special needs. If you are an educator, an elected official, the parent or 
caregiver of a child, or an involved member of the community, we hope you 
will attend. 
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Join Us for an

Easter Feast. 

Continuous OPEN BAR with Premium Liquor!

Carving Station
• Lechon, Whole Turkey, 

and Skirt Steak
Wok Station
• Array of Chinese Cuisine
Pasta Station
• Assorted Pasta Choices

Seafood Station
• Shrimp Cocktail
• Clams Oreganata
• Mussels Posillipo
• Fried Calamari
• Smoked Salmon
• Roasted Red Snapper

Chafing Station
• Pepper Steak 
• Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
• Eggplant Rollatini 
• Maduros 
• Arroz Con Gandule • Pollo Asado
• Veal & Peppers • Chicken Cacciatore
• Ropa Vieja

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
RESERVATION!

for only

50
Valet Parking Included

1/2 PRICE, Children 5 - 12 Years
FREE, Children Under 5 Years Maestro’s 

C a t e r e r s
1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844

www.maestroscaterers.com

Sunday, April 16th, 12 noon to 5pm

Music by “Don’t Stop The Music”

FREE Gifts!
FROM THE EASTER BUNNY

for all the kids!

per 
person$
plus 10% service charge
sales tax included

Deluxe Cocktail Hour 12pm -1pm
Dinner
• Spring Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette

Choice of:
• Filet Mignon • Chicken Francese • Shrimp Oreganata

Dessert
• Fresh Fruit and Pastries • Coffee/Cappuccino/Espresso 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community activists scored 

a victory for disabled people 
who will now have access to a 
local library. 

The Westchester Square Li-
brary achieved partial access 
for people in wheelchairs and 
walkers with the recent instal-
lation of a chair lift and a ramp 
outside the building. 

Disabled patrons can now 
reach the fi rst fl oor of the li-
brary, which previously had 
been diffi cult to maneuver be-
cause of two sets of steps at the 
entrance to the library: one in 

Library branch now wheelchair accessible
the interior of the building, an-
other outside the front door. 

Activist Louis Rocco said he 
advocated for the changes af-
ter several disabled residents 
who wanted to use the  library 
reached out to him and the 
Westchester Square Civic As-
sociation, he said. 

He contacted the NYC Com-
mission on Human Rights, 
which in turn reached out to 
the NYC Public Library re-
garding increasing accessibil-
ity, said Rocco.

“It is the law,” said Rocco, 
referring to the American With 

Sandra Falconi, who uses the Westchester Square Library Branch, stands 
next to a new chair lift that was installed there recently. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Disabilities Act that requires 
public places to make accom-
modations for the disabled and 
alter buildings if necessary. 

The civic association presi-
dent called the chairlift, which 
was being installed on Friday, 
March 17, a shared resource. 

The wooden ramp for wheel-
chairs, was installed in Janu-
ary, said Rocco.

Rocco thanked the library 
and the commission, calling 
the changes long overdue. 

“Everybody can use the 
lift,” he said. “It is not a per-
sonal elevator for someone. The 
law says you have to have equal 
access: not more, not less.” 

Sandra Falconi, a local res-
ident who uses a wheelchair 
and a walker said she had not 
come to the branch for the lon-
gest time because it was hard 
for her to get inside. 

Falconi said that the library 
has programming that she 
would like to be a part of, in-
cluding arts and crafts classes 
and computer training. 

“When they did not have 
the access, I could (not take ad-
vantage) of those classes,” she 
said, adding she initially felt 
as though no one was listening 

but now feels otherwise. 
Disabled people no longer 

feel left out of a facility that 
should be for everyone, said 
Rocco.

Kathleen Carrasco, branch 
manager, confi rmed that the 
building enhancements would 
make the branch partially 
ADA accessible. 

“We do our best to serve ev-
ery member of the community, 
and these improvements help 
us do just that,” said Carrasco. 
“The ramp makes the branch 
much more accessible to a 

wider range of patrons.”
While Rocco noted that the 

facility on Glebe Avenue lacks 
an elevator for handicapped ac-
cess past the fi rst fl oor, the new 
Westcehster Square branch 
to be situated at Lane and 
Westchester avenues is cur-
rently being designed and will 
include full acceessibility. 

“We look forward to the new 
Westchester Square branch 
and anticipate that designs will 
be completed by this summer, 
and construction will begin in 
spring 2018,” said Carrasco.

In addition to installing a lift to provide partial ADA accessibility to the 
branch, this wooden wheelchair ramp was put in place a bit earlier to 
help those with wheelchairs or walkers. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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at Bronx Community College
 Evening and weekend classes

 English and Spanish classes

 Carpentry, plumbing, electrical, boiler maintenance and HVAC

 Hands-on instruction in an actual “Old House”

 Financial assistance may be available

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Learn Construction 
Skills

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*
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First time homebuyer’s           
orientation: 

 
* Open for all 
* 2 Hours /Free of charge 
* Learn what it takes to  
   become a first time home                        
   buyer 
* Grants for down payment                        
   And closing cost 
* Competitive loan products 
* Education and Counseling 
* Referrals to Lenders,  
   Inspectors, Attorneys, Real      
   Estate& Insurance agents 

 
Home Buyers Club Class: 
 
* This course is for bank     
   approved clients & first  
   time homebuyers. 
* One day, 8 Hour class 
* $125.00Fee (Money Order) 
* Will help prepare you for  
   buying your first home. 

 
Fast Track Course: 
 
*Bank approved clients &     
  1st time homebuyers. 
*One day, 4 Hour Class 
*$150.00 Fee (Money Order)  
*Will help prepare for buying   
  You’re first home. 

�

Need repairs? NHS can 
help fix it! 

 
 Grants in combination with a 

low interest rate loan For 
Home Repairs  

 
FREE MONEY up to 

$10,000 Dollars!! 
 

� Roof 
� Boiler 
� Floor 
� Insulation 
� Water main & Sewer 
� Electrical and plumbing 
� Bathroom & Kitchen 

Renovation 
� Window Weatheration 
� Sidewalk & Stoop 
 

*Affordable interest 
Rate Loans 

*Grants up to $10k 
*No prepayment penalties 
*Construction Oversight 

 
Please Call or visit our 

office: 
The Bronx Neighborhood 

Housing Services CDC Inc. 
1451 East Gun Hill Road 

Bronx NY 10469 
718-881-1180 

�

Let us provide you with 
the Loan Modification 

assistance and counseling 
that you need! 

 
You’ll need to bring copies 

of the following 
documents: 

 
o Latest mortgage 

statement  
o 5 recent paystubs 
o Profit and loss 

statement if self 
employed 

o 2 most recent bank 
statements 

o 2 year tax returns 
o Copy of leases and 

bank statements 
showing deposits of 
rental income (if 
applicable)  

o Copy of 
social/pension 
award letter 

o Copies of utility 
bills 

o Hardship letter 
�

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSING SERVICES

41 Precinct 
Friday, March 17 at 8:00 p.m.  --  An act of 

criminal mischief was reported in the precinct when 
police say two people took part in breaking a glass 
door pane at 911 Longwood Avenue. One of the pair 
threw a stick through a glass door at the location, 
shattering it. The suspects then fled on foot in differ-
ent directions. 

42 Precinct
Friday, March 10 at 11:30 a.m.  --  A robbery 

was recorded in the precinct when a black man en-
tered into a dispute with a 23-year-old woman inside 
an apartment on Franklin Avenue. The man took a 
knife to the victim’s throat, taking her Samsung Gal-
axy cellphone. In the process, he assaulted her by 
punching her in the face several times. The victim re-
fused medical attention. 

43 Precinct 
Thursday, March 16 at 7:07 p.m. - An 44-year-

old EMT died when the ambulance that she and her 
partner were operating was nearly stolen. The victim 
was dragged under the moving ambulance, while her 
30-year-old partner sustained injuries to her neck and 
shoulder. The 44-year-old woman, a mother of five, 

was taken to Jacobi Medical Center, where she died. 
The ambulance had apparently been flagged down 
when traveling southbound on White Plains Road. 

46 Precinct 
Thursday, March 16 at 3:50 p.m. -- A man 

was standing in front of 124 E. 183rd Street when 
he was seen shooting into a taxi on the opposite 
side of the street, hitting both passengers in-
side. The passengers, a 21-year-old woman and a 
23-year-old man, both sustained gun shot wounds 
to their torso. Then the man, a black man between 
30-years-old and 40-years-old, fired on a third 
person, a 28-year-old man who was inside of the 
location he was standing in front of. 

52 Precinct  
Friday, February 24 at 7:43 a.m.-- A grand lar-

ceny was reported from inside of a clothing store at 
2543 Webster Avenue. The victim, a 35-year-old 
woman, found that a wallet was missing from her 
purse, which she had placed in her shopping cart 
as she moved around the store.  An investigation 
into the matter determined that an unidentified 
woman, a white or Hispanic woman, removed the 
victim’s wallet from her purse, which was open, as 
they rode in an elevator in the building. The wallet 
contained $445 and bank cards.
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 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 

注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Junior’s Restaurant - Flatbush Avenue Ext.

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
5 Star Restaurant - E. Tremont Avenue

Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed 
to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2017 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.

Subscribing Community Groups
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 
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• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Greasing
the wheels

Dear editor,
It was two years ago that 

Governor Cuomo announced 
supporting a fi ve million dol-
lar study to look at the feasi-
bility of constructing a tunnel 
from Long Island to either the 
Bronx, Westchester or Connect-
icut.  To date, there has been no 
progress for the study that I’m 
aware of.  The concept has been 
considered for decades, but 
deemed unfeasible.  

Property condemnation at 
either end could displace thou-
sands of residents and busi-
nesses.  By the time all the 
court cases would be resolved, 
it could take years and cost bil-
lions.  Add the costs for con-
struction of any tunnel and it 
would be billions more.  

The estimated cost for the 
Gateway Tunnel which would 
connect New Jersey with Penn 
Station is $24 billion.  Crossing 
Long Island Sound would be a 
far greater distance than the 
Hudson River. Can you imag-
ine the cost of this project.  Pro-
posed construction of a new 
Cross Island Sound Tunnel 
also has been previously stud-
ied by various planning and 
transportation agencies going 
back decades.

The ‘family’
continues

Dear editor,
Some time ago a dream 

came true for me - I met and 
became friends (Facebook 
and in-person) with the mu-
sic group Sister Sledge, best 
known for their 70s Disco, now 
multigenerational hit, ‘We Are 
Family’. 

Last week I was informed 
that one of the sisters, Joni, 
passed away at the age of 60. 
The last time we met up was 
at an event in Queens, along 
with sister Kim and niece Ca-
mille, ironically on my birth-
day. And now this??     

Thank you Joni for your 
friendship and welcoming 
me into your FAM club; I am 
thankful to all of the sisters 
for this and will continue my 
friendship with them in your 
memory. You will be missed. 
Heartfelt condolences to sis-
ters Debbie, Kim, Kathy, and 
the entire Sledge family. God 
bless and God speed.

Michael S. Wilbekin

Every year, millions of dol-
lars are spent for planning 
studies to research the poten-
tial for new transportation cap-
ital investments and system ex-
pansion. 

Too many transportation 
studies championed by numer-
ous elected offi cials are nothing 
more than placebos designed to 
placate demagogues, who are 
not regular users of the numer-
ous public transportation al-
ternatives that have been avail-
able for decades.

 These same elected offi cials 
promise a bright future but 
leave riders holding an empty 
bag.

Larry Penner

Fix it before
it’s too late
Dear editor,
Whatever happened to re-

spect for the offi ce of the Pres-
ident?  Regardless of whom I 
voted for in any presidential 
election, once the results were 
in, I prayed for the President 
and pledged my loyalty to his 
offi ce. How many protests oc-
curred when Obama took offi ce 
(or any other President for that 

matter)?  Just as many Ameri-
cans were upset about Obama’s 
agenda as are now upset about 
Trump’s.  In 2008 did they riot 
and beat up Obama support-
ers, or say “He is not my Presi-
dent”?

The President (any Presi-
dent) is not the major part of 
the problem, it is the gridlocked 
Congress.  

If you want to protest, they 
are who you should be pro-
testing against.  They are the 
ones who are bankrupting this 
country with their inability to 
act prudently and by their lack 
of fi scal responsibility; they are 
the ones who have not been able 
to provide for access to afford-
able health care for all; they 
are ones who have failed to fi x 
Social Security and Medicare; 
they are the ones who have 
passed all these issues on from 
one generation to the next.  

When will it end?  It will end 
when we rise up...Democrats 
and Republicans, regardless of 
race, income, social standing, 
etc. and say “I’m not going to 
take it anymore”.

Let us all do our part and 
force them to fi x the problems 
before it is too late.

Mark Saplicki

Light is a 
life saver

Dear editor,
Just below Ace Cleaners in 

Pelham Bay, across from Ho-
bart Avenue near Lawrence F. 
Keane Park, sits a very small 
safety island. On this safety is-
land sits a traffi c light that is 
forever being knocked over by 
somebody, perhaps a group, or 
gang of people, who come out 
maybe at night to do such a 
crazy, stupid thing. 

This traffi c light is not 
bothering you. For your in-
formation and the informa-
tion of other people who may 
be reading this letter, you are 
not making it easier to cross 
Westchester Avenue at this lo-
cation. 

Hundreds of school chil-
dren from P.S. 71, OLA and 
even St.Theresa!s schools use 
this location to cross to school 
each school day. 

Whenever these school chil-
dren use this crossing, there 
is a school crossing guard 
there but, this school crossing 
guard is not there 24/7. 

Joseph Wall

New York State’s academic 
medical centers have always 
been at the forefront of medi-
cal discoveries, through ar-
eas such as: discovering drugs 
to treat cancer, inventing the 
dialysis machine (1947), and 
performing the fi rst pediatric 
heart transplant (1984) . And 
hand-in-hand with these dis-
coveries, they have become 
job creators and economic en-
gines, But, if we want our lo-
cal medical schools to continue 
to contribute to our communi-
ties in the form of well-paying 
jobs and life-saving cures, we’ll 
need to invest more in them.

That’s why the Associated 
Medical Schools of New York is 
urging the NYS Legislature to 
dedicate $50 million of the $650 
million allocated to the life sci-
ences sector in the 2017-2018 Ex-
ecutive Budget, to the state’s 
16 medical schools – eight of 
which are in NYC, including 
the Bronx. It’s a smart invest-
ment, especially given that the 
medical schools have offered to 
match the state investment 2:1.

The combined $150 million 
investment would enable our 
medical schools to create new 
biomedical research laborato-
ries. The State funds would be 

used for laboratory construc-
tion, purchase of high cost 
analytic equipment and other 
expenses related to the recruit-
ment and retention of scientifi c 
talent. We estimate that the in-
vestment would result in 4,000-
5,000 new jobs over ten years – 
ones that pay on average $83,000 
a year, which is well above the 
average local salary.

Because these medical 
school-based laboratories are 
effectively small businesses 
that develop valuable intellec-
tual property that lead to the 
formation of new bioscience 
companies, even more well-
paying jobs are created.

Unfortunately, while there 
has been an unprecedented 
investment by many states in 
biomedical research over the 
past decade, New York State 
has fallen behind. States like 
California, Massachusetts and 
Texas, and more recently Indi-
ana, Iowa, Maryland, Oregon, 
Virginia, Utah and others are 
appropriating billions of dol-
lars to enable their research 
institutions to poach scientists 
and entire laboratories. As a re-
sult, we are losing researchers 
and research jobs.

We can stop the bleed-

OPED: by Jo Wiederhorn Invest in our medical schools
ing now. Thanks to Governor 
Cuomo, the state is investing 
$650 million in the life sciences 
sector. We are calling for only 
a small portion for those funds 
to be invested in local medical 
schools. We know this type of 
investment works.

A similar program that ex-
isted in New York between 
2002-2009, The Faculty Devel-
opment Program, resulted 
in a signifi cant 7:1 return on 
the state’s initial investment. 
More importantly, many jobs 
were created. New York state is 
home to more medical schools 
than any other state in the na-
tion, and those medical schools 
contribute an estimated $85 bil-
lion to the state economy and 
are integral job-creators for 
the communities surround-
ing academic medical centers. 
Approximately 150,000 people 
have work thanks to our medi-
cal schools – but with state in-
vestment, we can ensure that 
medical schools make and even 
stronger contribution to our 
economy, as well as continue to 
advance the health of residents 
in our communities.

Jo Wiederhorn is president 
& CEO, Associated Medical 
Schools of New York
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Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, April 16, 2017 -12noon-5pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair
Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring:

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show

Choice Of:

FREE GIFTS
For the children

from the 
Easter Bunnies

$50
per person

plus 10% service
sales tax included

1/2 Price For

Children Under

the age of 12
Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 5

years of age

Westchester Square will soon be home to the newest branch of the Bronx 
Veterinary Center. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Westchester Square will 

soon be home to the newest 
branch of the Bronx Veteri-
nary Center.

The center, which will sit 
at 66 Westchester Square, is 
the company’s second location 
providing the veterinary ser-
vices of Dr. Stephen Katz, his 
wife Nicole and their team.

Katz, whose other BVC loca-
tion is in West Farms, said he’s 
always viewed Westchester 
Square as a possible destina-
tion.

“We love Westchester 
Square,” he said. “It’s a great 
area that’s thriving, growing 
and improving.”

“From the time I fi rst be-
gan working in the Bronx 22 
years ago,” he continued,” I 
knew that Westchester Square 
was a place I would ultimately 
want to be a part of.”

Domenica Furnari, the 
assistant manager at the 
BVC, shared Katz’ view of 
Westchester Square.

“This was just an area 
where I felt like we can fl our-
ish,” said Furnari who lived 
in the area for most of her life 
before recently moving with 
her husband.

Veterinary center selects Westchester Sq. location
Katz’s fi rst Bronx opera-

tion was the Concourse Ani-
mal Hospital in 1995. 

In 2010, he moved the hospi-
tal and made it the fi rst Bronx 
Veterinary Center on Webster 
Avenue in West Farms.

Katz always felt the Bronx 
was underserved in animal 
health care.

“For me this is sort of play-
ing catch up with the popula-
tion,” Katz said of opening an-
other center.  

The doctor said the BVC 
strives to make sure taking 
care of pets isn’t a huge fi nan-
cial burden to pet owners.

“Basically we are giv-
ing 5th Avenue care at prices 
that are absolutely affordable 
to people of the Bronx,” said 
Katz.

Furnari said taking care 
of pets can be costly but it 
shouldn’t consume pet own-
ers.

“Once you take on that re-
sponsibility it does come with 
some costs,” she said. “But at 
the same time you don’t want 
to be spending huge amounts 
of money that you don’t have 
any left over to enjoy the time 
with your pet.”

She added, “Good care at a 

reasonable cost is not unrea-
sonable to ask for.”

Katz said the hospital pro-
vides “the highest level of 
quality service imaginable” 
while using state of the art 
medicine and 21st century 
technology.

He also said the center pro-
vides a host of services includ-
ing, digital radiology, digital 
dental radiology, ultrasounds, 
platelet rich therapies for vari-
ous conditions, and genetic 
testing.

In addition, the center pro-
vides vaccinations and per-
forms major surgeries if nec-
essary.

Lisa Soren, president of the 
Westchester Square Business 
Improvement District, was 
pleased to have the BVC mov-
ing into the neighborhood. 

She said the BVC would 
be a solid addition to Zoo-
Rama Pets on East Tremont 
Avenue and the Petland at 25 
Westchester Square.

She said adding the center 
would be a “perfect match.”

“It’s almost like they heard 
our call,” said Soren.

The BID president added 
the BVC will also attract peo-
ple with pets who don’t live in 

the area and allow them to get 
to know Westchester Square.

Construction on the new 
veterinary hospital began in 
early March. 

The location was formerly 
occupied by a 99 cents store.

Katz is expecting the hospi-
tal to open by the second week 
of April.
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Sparkling
Tutela 
Prosecco 
750ml 
$899

Torresella 
Prosecco 
$1382

each

each

Barefoot 
Bubbly’s 
$895

Freixenet 
Brut 
750ml 
$1086

each

each

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 03/31/17.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

FREE
PARKING DONT MISS OUR 

WEEKEND TASTING 
4-8PM 

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) WITH MEMBERSHIP CARD

Visit our Website www.bxliquors.com and browse our large selection of unadvertised specials & upcoming tastings. CASE PRICES AVAILABLE

WINE & LIQUOR
Throggs Neck Plaza Upstairs From Target 

White Wines
Mussel 
Bay 
Sauvignon 
Blanc 
750ml 
$1199

Lobster 
Reef  
Sauvignon 
Blanc 
750ml 
$949

eacheach

Bread 
& Butter 
Chardonnay 
750ml 
$1299

Santa 
Cristina 
Pinot 
Grigio 
750ml 
$999

each

each

Light Reds
Meiomi 
Pinot 
Noir 
750ml 
$2299

Pinot 
Project 
Pinot 
Noir 
750ml 
$1199

Jam 
Jar 
Sweet 
Shiraz 
750ml 
$799

Passimento 
Rosso 
750ml 
$1299

each

each

each each

Super 
Shooter
Sale

50ml

Grey Goose 
Vodka
$2199

Best 
Party 
Pack 
Value

12pk

Ciroc Vodka
$1999

Same value 
of 750ml 
for half 
the price! 

15pk

SUPERSTORE

Malibu 
Coconut Rum
1.75ml          Liters

$3149  $2324
ea.

Deep Eddy 
Vodka

          Liters

     $2381

Cranberry 

Lemon

Peach 

Sweet Tea

Three Olives 
Vodka

          Liters

     $2037

Cherry 

Strawberry 

Apple

Pear 

Grape

  Absolut
       Liters

  $2499
Lime

Mango 

Raspberri  

Ruby Red

Hpnotiq
Liters

$2934

  Alize 
Flavors

Liters

$2249

Green 

Apple 

Peach 

Gold 

Red

Maestro Dobel 
Tequila

    750ml   *Great Buy

$3999

Patron Silver
 750ml          1.75ml

 SALE PRICE

$4399  $8999

Jack Daniel 
Black

 1.75ml  SALE PRICE

$4783

Kahula
1.75ml

$3299

AS ALWAYS

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

1.75ml
$1799!!!

Chivas
 18 yr.  1.75ml
Cash or Debit

$9999

Whispering Angel 
750ml 

$2099
each

Miraval Rose 
750ml 

$2488
each

Les Lauzeraies 
Tavel Rose  750ml 

$1299
each

Chateau Montuad 
Rose 750ml Treat yourself 
on a 1.5ml $22.99ea or Purchase 
a crowd pleaser 3LITER $74.99ea 

$1099
each

Angeline Rose Of 
Pinor Noir    750ml 

$1099
each

Aime Roquesante 
Rose            750ml 

$1099
each

Scaia Rosato
750ml 

$1199
each

Dark Horse Rose  
750ml 

$799
each

Apothic Rose  
750ml 

$1099
each

The French 
Escape Rose  

$999
each

ea. ea.

ea. ea. ea.

ea.

ea.

ea.

ea.

ea.

ea.

ea.

ea.
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Governor Cuomo announced on 

Sunday, March 19 a $1.8 billion project 
to transform the Bruckner-Sheridan 
Interchange.

The governor said there would be 
$700 million in the state budget for 
the project’s fi rst phase - turning the 
Sheridan Expressway into the Sheri-
dan Boulevard .

The plan includes crosswalks and 
bike paths placed at different points 
along the boulevard which will allow 
pedestrians and cyclists to get from 
one side to the other.

In addition, the aforementioned 
crosswalks will allow residents access 
to Starlight Park.

The plan also includes a bridge to 
carry pedestrians between the park 
and the Bronx River.

The new project will also feature 
ramps that will give trucks carrying 
produce direct access from the Bruck-
ner Expressawy to the Hunts Point 
Market

For decades, residents in the Hunts 
Point and surrounding neighborhoods 
have complained about the high vol-
ume of truck traffi c travelling the 
Brucker, which then use local roads to 
get to the Hunts Point Market.

The amount of carbon emissions 
from the trucks has contributed to high 
rates of asthma in the neighborhood.

In addition, the trucks rolling 
through the community destroy the lo-
cal roads. 

Councilman Rafael Salamanca, a 
native of Hunts Point, is looking for-
ward to the completion of the gover-
nor’s expressway plan.

“We’re excited and pumped,” said 
Salamanca.

The councilman, whose father 
worked at Hunts Point Market for 17 
years, empathizes with those who have 
been dealing with the air pollution.

“I suffer from asthma,” he said. “I 
have friends that suffer from asthma.”

Gov. Cuomo commits $1.8 
billion to new Sheridan

The councilman said it was impor-
tant for the community to strike a bal-
ance between quality of life for resi-
dents and the importance of the Hunts 
Point Food Market.

According to Salamanca, the mar-
ket feeds about 60 to 70 percent of the 
tri-state area and provides about 3,500 
jobs.

“They play an intrical part in our 
local economy,” said Salamanca.

Bronx electeds also praised the new 
access to Starlight Park and the Bronx 
River.

Senator Ruben Diaz said the park 
was underutilized and Senator Jeff 
Klein pointed out the Bronx River is 
used by residents for canoeing and 
other activities.

The governor’s plan is almost iden-
tical to a study championed by local 
residents and stakeholders in 2013.

At that time, a Sheridan Hunts 
Point Land Use and Transportation 
Study called for crosswalks along the 
Sheridan Expressway.

Klein, one of several elected offi -
cials who have pushed for changes to 
the Sheridan and Bruckner, said the 
current plan is exactly what the Bronx 
community “wanted all along.”

One of the questions that remains 
is whether or not the governor’s com-
mitment to put fi nancial help behind 
the project will materialize.

“I hope that [Cuomo] is not just talk-
ing about it but that it becomes a real-
ity there” said Diaz.

Dr. Ian Amritt, chair of Community 
Board 2, shared similar concerns.

“I am hoping this is not just a po-
litical promise since election year is 
drawing closer”, said Amritt. “But I 
doubt it is.”

Salamanca said he is “confi dent 
this $1.8 billion will remain in the 
state budget.”

Construction of the Sheridan Bou-
levard is expected to start in 2018 and 
reach completion in 2019.

Governor Cuomo (l) met with many Bronxites including Bharati Kemraj (r) following his spe-
cial announcement to transform the south Bronx. Photo by Edwin Soto
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Easter Sunday
Extravaganza
Sunday April 16, 2017

2:00 - 7:00 pm
R E S T A U R A N T

PINE
EST.  1969

Our Extended Cocktail Hour:
Chef’s Selection of Passing Hors D’oeuvres| Baby Lamb Chops

Eggplant Rollatini| Baked Clams|Fried Calamari
Our Old School Antipasto Display| Prosecco Aperitivos

Easter Artisanal Breads
THE MAIN EVENT  

Carving Station:
Leg of Lamb| Sirloin of Beef| Honey Roasted Turkey

Pasta Station:
Stuffed Shells| Farfalle alla Vodka

Orecchiette Broccoli di Rape + Sausage
Specialties:

Chicken Scarpariello| Veal Marsala| Grilled Salmon + Shrimp
Scampi Style| Seasonal Vegetables Medley

Signature Potato Croquettes
Viennese Hour:

An Array of Cordials | Pastries +Cakes |Traditional Italian Cookies
Our Fab-o-licious Chocolate Fountain

Beverages:
Pine’s Premium Open Bar 

Soft Drinks| Coffee| Tea| Espresso 
Children 12 and Under - Half Price 

Entertainment by DJ SERG
Easter Egg Hunt| Easter Basket for the kids

Photos with “Frankie Fudge” the Pine’s Very Own Easter Bunny
$60.00 Per Person - All Inclusive

Space Is Limited, Make Your Reservation Early
718-792-5956 | www.fjpine.com
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Music & Lyrics by ANDREW LIPPA   
Book by MARSHALL BRICKMAN and RICK ELICE 
Based on the Characters Created by Charles Addams 
THE ADDAMS FAMILY is presented through special arrangement with TRW 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local university is in the 

process of organizing fi ndings 
that date back as far as 175 
years ago.

SUNY Maritime is cur-
rently creating a platform in-
dex guide within their very 
own library to catelogue var-
ious archives, artifacts, re-
cords and documents from 
Sailors’ Snug Harbor, which 
provided a home for aged sail-
ors in the 1800s and 1900s.

Many of the archives from 
Sailors’ Snug Harbor, once 
located on the north shore of 
Staten Island, include infor-
mation on the retired sailors’ 
family genealogy, documented 
minutes from the Trustees of 
the Sailors’ Snug Harbor, legal 
paperwork from the property 
and even books that belonged 
to Herman Melville, a novelist 
and poet of ‘Moby Dick’ fame.

Two massive bound vol-
umes - portrait books that con-
tain photographs of the thou-
sands of retired sailors who 
lived in the Sailors’ Snug Har-
bor community over the years, 
is part of the collection.

“This was the fi rst insti-
tution of its kind, as nurs-
ing homes didn’t exist at the 

Maritime archives Sailors’ Snug Harbor records
time,” said Annie Tummino, 
SUNY Maritime’s archivist 
who also holds classes specifi -
cally to teach students how to 
access the archives, in the li-
brary or online. “Without this 
retirement institution, many 
of these retired sailors would 
have been living on the street - 
and many of them didn’t have 
limbs, wives or families.”

Since she took the position 
a year ago, Tummino’s effort 
has been to digitize the col-
lection of records, She also ex-
pressed interest in forming a 
collaboration where she and 
others transcribe the portion 
of written documents, some of 
which are barely legible and 
written by a quill feather pen.

“It’s very exciting that this 
history is right here, and the 
student as well as the public 
should take full advantage of 
that,” she added. “This infor-
mation documents a dying 
way of life and the birth of so-
cial services.”

“It’s truly illuminating,” 
said Benson Beilder, a sopho-
more at SUNY Maritime, who 
has helped Tummino orga-
nize the collection. “Without 
this information - many of the 
facts based on Sailors’ Snug 

Harbor would remain a mys-
tery.”

“It is great that these 
sources are here - especially 
for the students who want to 
get an idea of what life was 
like in this institution dur-
ing its years of operation,” 
said Dave Allen, a humani-
ties professor at SUNY Mari-
time for over ten years, who 
has also encouraged his stu-
dents to learn more about the 
archives. “I greatly encourage 
my students to utilize these 
documents - if not to learn 
about the history then to gain 
experience in accessing thou-
sands of different records and 
archives.”

Sailors’ Snug Harbor was 
established in 1801 but did not 
open until the 1830s. When it 
did open, it became the coun-
try’s fi rst home for retired 
sailors, who were referred to 
as inmates.

After the buildings fell into 
disrepair in the 1950s, the in-
stitution was moved to Sea 
Level, NC in the 1970s. How-
ever, the Trustees of the Sail-
ors’ Snug Harbor in New York 
City continues to help retired 
marines each year.

A portion of Sailors’ Snug 

Harbor’s archives can also 
be accessed online by visit-
ing dcmny.org and clicking 
either ’Maritime College, Sail-

ors’ Snug Harbor Archives’ 
or ’Maritime College, Sailors’ 
Snug Harbor Inmate Records’ 
under ‘All Collections’.

Annie and Benson ponder through one of the school’s two massive bound 
volumes of portraits. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 24-30, 2017 19  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 24-30, 201720    BTR

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 10465 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

Have your lips fi lled 
and get a 

10% Discount!
BD Members: 

ENJOY OUR 
BOTOX SPECIAL

$50 OFF 
your next treatment and still earn 

your points!
On 20 units or more

New BD members 
welcome!

St. Patrick’s 
Day

SPECIAL!!!
The Quincy Avenue home of Aaron Rodriguez, where the 39-year-old sanitation worker was 
found dead last week. Rodriguez’s apartment has been sealed off by NYPD investigators. 
 Arthur Cusano

Aaron Rodriguez, 39, of Throggs Neck was 
found dead of multiple stab wounds on Tues-
day, March 14 in his home. A female acquin-
tance has been arrested and charged with 
the crime. Facebook

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A Bronx woman has been arrested 

and charged with allegedly stabbing 
a male acquaintance to death in his 
Throggs Neck home, according to the 
NYPD.

The victim, Aaron Rodriguez, 39, 
was found dead in his home at 445 
Quincy Avenue by his estranged wife 
on Tuesday, March 14.

When Rodriguez did not show up 
to his job with the NYC Department 
of Sanitation Tuesday, police said his 
manager contacted his estranged wife 
to inquire of his whereabouts. 

 Emergency responders were called 
to the home at 7:48 a.m. where they 
found the man unconscious and unre-
sponsive. 

He was pronounced dead at the 
scene by EMS. 

He was found with knife wounds 
on his hands and legs, according to po-
lice. 

The murder weapon was recovered 
at the scene, according to the Bronx 
D.A.’s offi ce.

Police arrested 31-year-old Naomi 
Olmeda of Mott Haven in connection 
with the murder. 

She was charged with second-de-
gree murder, a class A-1 felony; second-
degree manslaughter, a class C felony; 
criminal mischief, a class A misde-
meanor, and fourth-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon, a class E fel-
ony. 

Motive for the killing has not been 
released by police, but some published 
reports said Olmeda found items be-
longing to another woman in Rodri-
guez’s apartment Sunday night, and 
an ensuing argument turned violent.    

Olmeda appeared in Bronx County 
Court briefl y Monday, March 20, be-
fore her case was adjourned by a judge 
until Tuesday, April 11. 

She had not been indicted as of Tues-
day afternoon, according to Bronx Dis-
trict Attorney’s offi ce spokesperson 

Throggs Neck man killed’ 
jelous girlfriend arrested

Patrice O’Shaughnessy. 
Olmeda is being represented by 

Xavier Donaldson of the Harlem-based 
law fi rm Donaldson & Chilliest LLC. 

Calls to Donaldson for comment 
were not returned by press time.

While some neighbors said they 
had heard about the murder, none in-
terviewed were familiar with the de-
ceased or the accused.

Rodriguez’s apartment in a two-
story private house remained sealed 
off by police as of Tuesday, March 21.  

The murder was the second in less 
than a month in the normally quiet 
Throggs Neck area.  

On Wednesday, February 22 police 
responded to a home on Logan Ave-
nue where Zakir Khan, 44, had been 
killed. 

Khan’s landlord, Taha Mahran, 51, 
was charged with the murder, which 
police said allegedly stemmed from 
a dispute over Khan’s failure to pay 
months of back rent.
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Some people do not have the ability 
to begin saving for retirement early on. 
Others may have brushed retirement 
savings aside for so long that they are 
now worried that it’s too late to begin 
socking away money for retirement.

While it’s best to start saving for re-
tirement as early as possible, the good 
news is that it’s never too late to start 
planning for retirement. If your 40th 
birthday has long passed and you’re fi -
nally thinking ahead to retirement, con-
sider these catch-up strategies.

ment savings plans. A fi nancial planner 
can point you in the right direction, or 
consult with your employer about em-
ployee programs. Deposit money into a 
401(k) or 403(b) plan or another retire-
ment vehicle. Jump on any opportunities 
when your employer matches invested 

there are any government incentives. De-
pending on your age, you may be able to 
deposit more money into such accounts 
than other investors.

to save more money for retirement. Fig-

ure out where you can save some money 
you can then allocate to retirement sav-
ings. Maybe you can reduce insurance 
coverage on an older car or raise your 
deductible? Downsize cable packages or 
skip that costly cup of coffee on the way 
to work. Perhaps it’s time to look for a 

pact car instead of an SUV. Any money 
saved now will benefi t you when the time 
comes time to bid farewell to the work-
force.

ple who retire fi nd themselves bored and 
looking for ways to fi ll their time, and as 
a result more and more people are delay-
ing their retirement, which also gives 
them more time to save for that day when 
they do call it quits. If you want to work 
less, discuss and negotiate a phased re-
tirement with your bosses that allows 
you to stick with your employer but grad-
ually work fewer hours until you retire 
completely. You may be able to work part-
time for several years and retire when 
you’re most comfortable.

Even if you are 50 you still have a few 
decades before retirement, which leaves 
lots of time to grow your retirement sav-
ings. But you may want to consider more 
aggressive funds that can help you catch 
up more quickly than less aggressive in-
vestments. Just know that aggressive 
funds may also leave you susceptible to 
substantial losses.

Visit your nearest Ponce De Leon 
Federal Bank and speak to a specialist 
for more information.

ADVERTORIAL

Rebounding 
from a late start 

to retirement 
savings

Bronx Locations
www.poncebank.com

2244 Westchester Avenue
30 East 170th Street

980 Southern Boulevard
5560 Broadway

™

DISCOVER THE
PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

THE CONVERTIBLE IRA CD

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) shown are effective as of 02/01/2017. Minimum opening deposit is $500.00 to qualify for the promotional offer. These promotional IRA Certificates of Deposit allow a one-time 

conversion to any other IRA CD type without penalty during the term. Promotion will expire on 4/18/2017. Rates and provisions subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Early withdrawal fees 

may apply. For more information, visit your nearest branch.

Higher rates now and  
an option to catch rising rates!

1.60% APY*

30 Month IRA CD

1.79% APY*

42 Month IRA CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover
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PLEASE JOIN US

$65 - CHAMBER MEMBERS      $85 - NON MEMBERS
To RSVP or for more information call 718-828-3900  

 or email us at: events@bronxchamber.org

THE BRONX CHAMBER  
of  COMMERCE

FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2017  • 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
VILLA BARONE MANOR    
737 THROGGS NECK EXPWY

MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES
Rhina Valentin 

Host of Bronxnet OPEN

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
NYC Councilmember Vanessa Gibson

65 - CHAMBER MEMBERS $85 - NON MEMBERS$6

737 THROOGGGGGGGGS NECK EXPWY

Honoring
Venecia Fernandez 

Office of NYS Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli

Nancy Rosario-Rodriguez 
Assistant Director of Center for Educational Partnerships 

Fordham University, Graduate School of Education

Tamara Rivera 
Council Representative, NYC District Council of Carpenters

Honoring Trailblazing Women
in Labor & Business

invites you to attend

(Right) A Centers Health Care 
spokesperson confi rmed that the 
facility will undergo renovations 
and new signage will be installed. 
 Community News Group / Steven 
Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
More than a year after the 

acquisition was initiated, 
Centers Health Care has of-
fi cially taken over and re-
named the Beth Abraham fa-
cility.

On Thursday, March 16, lo-
cal health care provider Cen-
ters announced that they are 
moving into the 90-year old 
Beth Abraham Health Ser-
vices facility, located on 612 
Allerton Avenue, after the 
transaction was originally 
announced in February 2016.

Centers Health Care has 
renamed the facility the 
‘Beth Abraham Center for 
Rehabilitation and Nursing’.

It has been confi rmed from 
Centers Health Care that 
renovations will take place 
throughout the building over 
the next year or so. New sig-
nage will also be installed in 
the next few weeks.

Beth Abraham Center for 
Rehabilitation and Nursing 
will continue to provide long-
term care and short-term re-
habilitation, along with spe-
cialized care, for patients 
with Alzheimer’s disease and 
other forms of dementia. The 
520-bed, three-fl oor facility 

Centers Health Care takes over Beth Abraham
will also offer many thera-
peutical and recreational ac-
tivities for its residents.

“Our company started 
right here in the Bronx and 
our commitment to this com-
munity has never wavered,” 
said Kenny Rozenberg, CEO 
of Centers Health Care. “This 
facility enables us to expand 
our world class care and re-
hab service to hundreds more 
of our neighbors.”

Rozenberg also added the 
fact that this is the sixth 
medical facility that Centers 
Health Care has purchased, 
along with Bronx Center on 
Underhill Avenue, Triboro 
Center on Teller Avenue, 
Hope Center on University 
Avenue, University Nursing 
Home on Grand Avenue and 
Williamsbridge Manor on 
Tomlinson Avenue, Centers 
Health Care’s fi rst skilled 
nursing facility.

In total, Centers Health 
Care, one of the largest and 
most complete post-acute 
health care continuums in 
the northeast, owns more 
than 30 skilled nursing and 
rehabilitation centers in New 
York, New Jersey and Rhode 
Island.

“We’ve been preparing 
for this for months - and now 
that it’s fi nally happened, we 
can launch the exciting plans 
we have for Beth Abraham,” 
said Moshe Blackstein, the 
facility’s administrator. “We 
are going to provide our resi-
dents with the fi nest care in 
the Bronx as well as the kind 
of lifestyle they deserve, in-
cluded with a caring staff, 
a vibrant community and a 
comfortable, homey atmo-
sphere.”

A spokesperson from Cen-
ters Health Care would not 
provide any details from last 
February’s transaction be-
tween CenterLight and Cen-
ters Health Care, but did ob-
serve that Beth Abraham’s 
current staff members are 
“cautious but optimistic that 
the facility will fl ourish once 
again.”
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

2330 Eastchester Road
(718) 732-4000   Fax: (718) 881-0092

www.EastchesterCenter.com
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
East Tremont property and 

business owners will meet 
Monday to discuss options 
aimed at helping the neigh-
borhood business community 
through city and state pro-
grams. 

Community Board 6 will 
host the meeting with repre-
sentatives of the NYC Small 
Business Services offi ce on 
Monday, March 27 at Roy’s res-
taurant located at 880 E. Trem-
ont Avenue.

 The main topic will be the 
application being submitted 
by SBS for a grant from the 
state’s New York Main Street 
program, explained CB 6 dis-
trict manager John Sanchez

“This program allows the 
Small Business Services to 
reimburse businesses for im-
provements to their storefront 
facades and their commercial 
space for up to $50,000,” San-
chez said.

The program, funded by 
NYS Offi ce of Community Re-
newal, is aimed at revitaliz-
ing downtown areas through 
improvements such as façade 
renovations, interior building 
upgrades and streetscape en-

E. Tremont businesses eye possible grants
hancements. 

The program offers match-
ing grants to non-profi t orga-
nizations and units of local 
government to work with local 
business and property own-
ers to complete the improve-
ments. 

The program matches in-
vestments at a 3:1 ratio, mean-
ing business and property 
owners will be reimbursed 
three dollars for every one 
spent.  

The amount available 
could be as much as a half mil-
lion dollars and if awarded to 
East Tremont, would be the 
only neighborhood in the city 
to be awarded by the state un-
der the Main Street program 
this year.   

The stretch of East Tremont 
Avenue impacted runs from 
Webster Avenue to the west 
to Southern Boulevard to the 
east, and is home to numerous 
locally owned businesses of 
all kinds: retail, barber shops, 
discount stores, restaurants 
and even some clothing and 
footwear stores. 

The wide array of estab-
lishments has left the avenue 
with a somewhat disjointed 

appearance, Sanchez said. 
“When you walk through 

the strip, a lot of the storefront 
facades are a little too bulky 
and big,” he said. “What SBS 
has been great in doing is us-
ing the programs to make 
the stores  more understated,  
showing the architectural de-
tail of the buildings and the 

history.  It makes for a cleaner 
(looking) block.”

Sanchez pointed to Arthur 
Avenue as a business district 
that is worth emulating.

“There are very few big aw-
nings on Arthur Avenue, but 
it was just named one of Amer-
ica’s greatest streets. The hope 
is that in a few years, East 

Tremont can be similar”
The SBS will also dis-

cuss other services available 
to East Tremont businesses 
about avoiding environmen-
tal and sanitation and health 
code violations, including free 
walkthroughs for businesses 
to help identify potential prob-
lems.

“Attractive, well-designed 
storefronts help make neigh-
borhoods vibrant places to 
live, work, and play,” said 
Gregg Bishop, commissioner 
of SBS. “We offer free re-
sources to help community 
organizations undertake local 
storefront improvement work 
to benefi t area residents and 
small businesses alike.”

Sanchez said the meeting 
will hopefully help build mo-
mentum towards the even-
tual creation of a business 
improvement district, or BID, 
in which members pool re-
sources to help beautify and 
promote their area to encour-
age commerce. 

“Eventually we want more 
plantings, more sanitation, 
more lighting and all of that, 
but this (grant) is step one,” 
Sanchez said.

East Tremont business owners will meet on March 27 to discuss the pos-
sible creation of a business improvement district and available citywide 
assistance programs. Arthur Cusano

at Bronx Community College
 Get your New York High School Equivalency

 Prepare for the Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) — this 
is the test that replaced the GED for the NY High School Equivalency

 Test prep classes in English and Spanish

 Test prep and the TASC test both offered at BCC

 100 hours of instruction — only $110

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Get your GED
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

 

BEER CRAZED MONDAYS-> 1-6pm
$1 OFF ANY BEER 

$2 SLIDERS (BEEF OR PORK, MINIMUM OF 3) 
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 

 

TEQUILA TUESDAYS -> 4-7pm 
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES 

$1 OFF NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS 
$6- GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS 

$5- QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili) 
 

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$4 GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

RED OR WHITE SANGRIA - $7 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$3 WELL DRINKS

$5 MARTINIS 
$5 COSMOS 

$4 IMPORTED PINTS (GUINESS $5) 
$4 IMPORTED BOTTLES 

 $5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 
$5 NACHOS 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS-> 4-8pm 
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS 

$1 OFF ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS 
$3.00 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guinness $5) 

$3.50 DOMESTIC BOTTLES - $4.00 IMPORTED BOTTLES 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

The Wicked Wolf
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

SUNDAY BRUNCH
BUFFET

$18 
95  

per person

WE NOW DELIVER 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A parks advocacy group has formed 

a committee to restore a brook to 
its original aboveground and natu-
ral state, but fi rst it needs to acquire 
a piece of land, currently in private 
hands, 

Tibbetts Brook, which fl ows south 
through Van Cortlandt Park and en-
ters a sewer on Broadway, in the pro-
cess creating four million gallons of 
water per day for a Wards Island treat-
ment plant, would fl ow directly to the 
Harlem River, according to the activ-
ists’ plan. 

The Friends of Van Cortlandt Park 
along with partners announced the 
formation of the Coalition for the Day-
lighting of Tibbetts Brook at a cocktail 
fundraiser at Manhattan College on 
Tuesday, March 7. 

They are calling for elevating sec-
tions of the river within the park that 
are currently buried but once were 
above ground: a process known as day-
lighting. 

Additionally, joining with Coun-
cilman Andrew Cohen and a host 
of other elected offi cials, FVCP and 
their allies announced that they were 
ready to pull out all stops to have NYC 
Parks purchase a four-acre parcel 
that would allow the brook to connect 
to the river. 

Railroad corporation CSX cur-
rently owns that land. 

Parks and the $41 billion rail com-
pany have differing opinions of that 
parcel’s value, according to FCVP. 

“It is critical to put pressure on CSX 
to either reduce the price of or donate 
the property,” said Christina Taylor, 
FCVP executive director. 

Spokespeople for both CSX and the 
Parks Department said that the nego-
tiations regarding a possible land sale 
are ongoing.

A CSX spokesman stated that the 
land in question runs parallel to the 
Major Deegan Expressway between 
Van Cortlandt Park South and West 
230th Street. 

“CSX will be pleased to continue 
those discussions through to the devel-
opment of a mutually satisfactory sale 
agreement,” stated CSX spokesman 
Rob Doolitttle in an email. 

A Parks study is currently under-
way, said Cohen. 

According to Parks, the goals of 
study are “to develop a concept design 
for wetland restoration, expansion of 
the surface fl ow of the brook within 
the park, and identifi cation of a fu-
ture pathway for connecting Tibbetts 
Brook back to the Harlem River.”

The councilman said that an oppor-
tunity to restore land in Van Cortland 
Park to a more natural, pristine state 
is an opportunity that should not be 
lost. 

“There are also signifi cant oppor-
tunities to redirect water away from 
our combined sewer, which would 
mean not having sewer overfl ows into 
the Harlem River,” he said. 

The coalition and elected offi cials 
might step up efforts to pressure CSX 
to sell the parcel at a fair sale price, 
said Cohen.

The effort, if implemented, is one 
that is good both environmentally and 
ascetically, said Cohen, and would help 
in a variety of ways.

“I think the project has so many 
benefi ts as to make the effort worth it,” 
he said. 

Should the land be obtained from 
CSX and the plan implemented, Tib-
betts Brook would run as a babbling 
brook to West 230th Street and then 
piped under MTA property into the 
river, thereby avoiding the sewer, 
stated Taylor. 

Effort to re-babble 
Tibbetts Brook’s waters

Councilman Andrew Cohen introduces Councilman Mark Levine to the crowd during Friends 
of Van Cortlandt Park’s Tibbett’s Brook Cocktail Party at Manhattan College on Tuesday, 
March 7. Photo courtesy of FVCP
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Join us in recognizing the 

Groundbreakers and  

Herstory-makers of our time.

6pm–7pm   Cocktails 

7pm–9pm   Dinner and Awards 
Presentation

Space is limited.  

RSVP by 3/24/2017.
Call 1-212-801-6100 or visit us at 
https://rsvpwomenshistory.eventbrite.com.

Healthfirst presents
Women’s History 

Month Community 

Awards Celebration

Thursday, March 30, 2017

Maestro’s 
1703 Bronxdale Avenue 

Bronx, New York 10462

Healthfirst is the brand name used for products and services provided by one or more of the Healthfirst group 
of affiliated companies.

© 2017 HF Management Services, LLC  0223-17  INA16_28(b)

(Left) Bruce is an 14 month old brindle Whippet/Pit 
Bull mix who was originally brought to the shelter as 
a boarder. However, his owner never returned for him. 
Now, he is available for adoption and waiting for a fam-
ily to call his own. Bruce displays no form of aggression 
and is an overall well-behaved dog. He just needs the 
usual puppy training such as walking on leash and ba-
sic commands, which our trainers and volunteers are 
currently working on, and he’s responding very well to 
it.

(Right) Morticia is a sweet young Domestic Short 
Hair cat. She is pretty mellow girl but may be better in 
a home by herself. 

To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginningani-
malrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

NEW BEGINNING 
ANIMAL RESCUE PETS

Do you need help getting to and from your med-
ical appointments?  Transportation services are 
available to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., in community districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door-to-door service for all medical appoint-
ments

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair 

lifts 
For further information, contact Mildred Car-

dona, program director of the R.A.I.N. Transporta-
tion Program at (718) 882-8513.  

Transportation 
services for seniors

St. Helena Church, 1315 Olmstead Avenue, will 
host the Mobile Care Clinic on Sunday, March 26, 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.!

TheAmerican Italian Cancer Foundation’s Breast 
Cancer Program Mobile Care Clinic will provide at 
no cost digital mammograms and clinical breast ex-
ams.

Eligibility requirements include: woman aged 
40 and older;  currently living in New York City; no 
Mammogram in the past 12 months.

The services are at no cost. No co-pays required 
and deductibles are waived. Uninsured patients wel-
comed.

For an appointment, call (718) 892-3232 or 1-877-
628-9090. Medical Services provided by Multi-Diag-
nostic Services.

Funded by a grant of the NYS Department of 
Health’s Cancer Services Program. Additional 
funding by NY City Council, National Breast Can-
cer Foundation, NYS Assembly, Susan G. Komen 
Greater NY, NY, GreaterGood.org, the RAR Founda-
tion, and individual patrons.

No cost mammograms
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Members of the Mott Ha-

ven-Port Morris Land Trust 
will host an evening with din-
ner and music to garner com-
munity support for a potential 
H.E.Arts Community Center 
in Mott Haven.

The event will take place 
on Saturday, April 1 at the 
Metropolitan College of New 
York from 4 to 7 p.m.

The land trust has been 
planning since June 2016 ways 
in which they can turn the for-
mer Lincoln Recovery Center, 
at 349 E. 140th Street, into a 
useful building for residents 
in the Mott Haven and Port 
Morris neighborhoods.

The recovery center, which 
treated many former prison-
ers referred by the city and 
state for substance abuse, 
closed in 2012.

Now the building sits va-
cant and local community 
members see an opportunity.

The land trust includes 
South Bronx Unite, Upbeat 
NYC, Friends of Brook Park, 
Mothers on the Move, South 
Bronx Farmer’s Market and 
SUNY Attain Lab.

According to Mychal John-
son, president of South Bronx 

Community raises pulse for H.E.Arts center
Unite, the land trust formed 
as a way to identify publicly 
owned property in the com-
munity that was being under-
utilized.

The question the groups 
ask themselves is, “How can 
we help to provide answers 
that our community needs?,” 
he said.

He also said the land trust 
scouts places where better 
health, good education and 
a greater appreciation of the 
arts can be fostered.

According to Johnson, a 
former Community Board 1 
member, the Mott Haven and 
Port Morris community does 
not have many places to en-
rich culture.

He added students in 
School District 7 - which has 
some of the worst performing 
schools in the Bronx - need 
more places where they can 
continue learning outside of 
school.

Johnson also pointed out 
that many current organiza-
tions serving the community 
don’t have permanent homes.

Liza Austria of Upbeat 
NYC - a local non-profi t orga-
nization that teaches music 
to students ages 5 to 21 - has 

to move around the Bronx to 
hold classes.

The organization currently 
holds classes at Tercera Igle-
sia Baptista, St. Jerome School 
and the Mott Haven Library.

Austria, the group’s direc-
tor, said when they started 
in 2008 the instructors only 
served a few students.

However, now the group 

teaches as many as 150 stu-
dents and some of the spaces 
they use are struggling to ac-
commodate them.

“Imagine how much more 
can be done with a space that 
felt like our own home,” said 
Austria.

The music director said Up-
beat’s story is like many other 
organizations in the south 

Bronx.
In addition, she said these 

organizations need stability 
at a time when many south 
Bronxites are facing instabil-
ity in their own living situa-
tions.

“So many south Bronx or-
ganizations really need per-
manent secure spaces to effi -
ciently deliver our services as 
the community faces the very 
real prospect of displacement 
and gentrifi cation,” said Aus-
tria.

According to Johnson, the 
upcoming dinner is the next 
step for the land trust. 

The land trust previously 
requested that students at City 
College come up with ideas on 
the old buildings repurposing 
as a new community center.

At the dinner, the commu-
nity will hear the engineering 
students’ suggestions.

Johnson said he does not 
expect city funding for the 
community center but hopes 
that elected offi cials come out 
to hear what the land trust has 
to say.

Johnson believes if the cen-
ter is to become a reality, the 
land trust will have to fi gure 
out ways of fundraising.

Members of the Mott Haven-Port Morris Land Trust are looking to turn 
the old Lincoln Recovery Center into the H.E.Arts Community Center. 
 Community News Group/Robert Christie
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P.S. 304’s PTA & Card Party Committee
Proudly Present Our Biggest Fundraiser Of The Year...

Our 10th Annual Card Party

Diamonds Are Forever
Put On All That Sparkles And Head On Over

Thursday, April 6, 2017
Villa Barone Manor

737 Throgs Neck Expressway, Bx., NY 10465

Donation $60 per person

PTA Mailbox  or  ps304pta@gmail.com.

DOOR
PRIZES

50/50

Raffles Drawn All Night Long
Electronics, Jewelry, Trips and Much More
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(l-r) P.S. 19 Loughran School of Music’s Shannon and Oisin O’Shea, Erin Loughran and Matthew and Molly Sherlock 
provided the day’s Celtic musical entertainment. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Joseph McManus, Ancient Order of Hibernians Division 3 president; Thomas Messina, representing Congress-
man Joseph Crowley and Robert Nolan, Ancient Order of Hibernians Bronx County president, enjoyed this year’s 
ceremony at Gaelic Park. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Deputy Borough 
President Aurelia Greene, 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-
nowitz and district attor-
ney Darcel Clark enjoyed 
celebrating Irish heritage 
and culture. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Robert O’Connor (l) accepted the citiation on be-
half of NYS Courts Pipes and Drums. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Honoree William Mulrow (l) proudly accepted his 
citation of merit from Borough President Diaz. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Tom Glacken (l) was hon-
ored by Diaz for his busi-
ness and service to the 
community. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Luck has nothing to do with this year’s Irish Heritage Month honorees’ success. In keeping with tradition, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. celebrated his annual Irish 
Heritage Month celebration on Thursday, March 16 at Gaelic Park. This year’s exemplary honorees were Councilwoman Elizabeth Crowley; Tom Glacken, Glacken’s Bar and 
Grill owner; William Mulrow, Governor Cuomo’s secretary and NYS Courts Pipes and Drums.

Diaz Honors Irish American Leaders
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

PURCHASE A 

KYBELLA 
TREATMENT PACKAGE 

AND GET A 

FREE AREA OF BOTOX 
(MAXIMUM 25 UNITS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

Madeline V. Marquez recently joined 
Ponce De Leon Federal Bank as senior 
VP for Small Business Administration 
Loans and Community Development Fi-
nancial Institution Initiatives. 

For the past 18 years, Marquez served 
as executive vice president of what is now 
The Business Initiative Corporation of 
New York (BICNY). She also served as 
managing director for The Brooklyn Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. 

At BICNY, she helped establish the fi rst 
lending institution designated by the SBA 
to serve Bronx businesses. More recently, 
she has been instrumental in providing 
$70 million in New York State through 
SBA 504 loans, leveraging $202 million 
from banks and private equity loans, while 
retaining and creating 1,840 jobs.

Marquez has received many honors 
for her role in fueling the growth of busi-
nesses and organizations throughout New 
York City, including the “New York Women 
of Excellence Award in Business” from the 
NY Women’s Chamber of Commerce; the 
“Visionary Award” and “Business Devel-
opment Award” from the NYC Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce. The Bronx Times 
Reporter named her one of the “25 In-
fl uential Women of the Bronx” and The 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce awarded 
her their “Leadership Award.” She has 
also received the Bronze Award from the 
US SBA New York District Offi ce.

Founded in 1960, Ponce De Leon 
Federal Bank has earned a reputation for 
serving the needs of our communities. 
With 13 branches in the New York and 
New Jersey area, Ponce Bank continues 
its commitment to delivering quality prod-
ucts and services and encouraging long-
term banking relationships. 

* * *
The Adult Degree Program (ADP) of 

the Lehman College School of Continu-
ing and Professional Studies is holding 
a free information session on Saturday, 
April 1 at 10 a.m.  

The director will provide information on 
this unique program for those 25 years of 
age and older who wish to return to school 
to earn a bachelor’s degree. 

Some of the features of this outstand-
ing program are: fl exibility to take courses 
during the day, evening, weekend, or on-
line; personal academic and career advis-
ing geared especially for adult students; 
the opportunity to earn college credit for 
work, life, U.S. military, and volunteer ex-
perience;  the choice to design your own 
major or select from one of the 50 the col-
lege offers; exemption from some college 
requirements such as a foreign language; 
and affordable tuition and fi nancial aid 
packages. 

Come and learn how the Adult Degree 
Program with a history of success for 40 
years can help you realize your dream! An 
additional session is scheduled for April 
22. 

Register in advance for the session 
you prefer by phone at (718) 960-8666; 
email at adult.degree@lehman.cuny.edu; 
online at http://lehman.edu/academics/
adp/info-sessions.php; or in person in 
Carman Hall, Room 128.

* * *
Councilman Andrew Cohen has an-

nounced the voting locations for Partici-
patory Budgeting (PB) Vote Week 2017 in 
District 11.  Voting will occur over a 9 day 
period from Saturday, March 25 through 
Sunday, April 2.

 PB is a grassroots initiative that allows 
community residents to determine how $1 
million of their tax dollars is spent on com-
munity improvements in their neighbor-
hoods.  Unlike political elections, anyone 
who resides in the 11th Council district re-
gardless of voter status or citizenship sta-
tus, as long as they are at least 14 years 
old, is eligible to vote.  Identifi cation is also 
not required to vote.  Leases, utility bills 
and other forms with addresses are all ac-
cepted.  Additionally, affi davit ballots will 
be available.

The voting sites will be open over the 
course of the entire week.  Those sites will 
be open on the following dates and times 
listed below.  Additionally, “pop-up” voting 
sites will open randomly throughout the 
week at busy intersections, subway sta-
tions and Metro-North stations.

 Mosholu Library, 285 East 205th 
Street: Saturday, March 25th, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m.; Monday, March 27, 2 to 7 p.m.; and  
Saturday, April 1, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Council Member Cohen’s Offi ce, 277 
West 231st Street: Monday, March 27 to 
Friday, March 31, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Riverdale Library, 5540 Mosholu Av-
enue: Monday, March 27, 2 to 7 p.m.; and 
Thursday, March 30, 2 to 7 p.m.

Tracey Towers, 40 West Mosholu 
Parkway South: Tuesday, March 28, 2 to 7 
p.m.; and Thursday, March 30, 2 to 7 p.m.

 Spuyten Duyvil Library, 650 West 
235th Street: Tuesday, March 28, 22 to 7 
p.m.; and Friday, March 31, 2 to 5 p.m.

 Van Cortlandt Library, 3874 Sedgwick 
Avenue: Wednesday, March 29, 3 to 6:30 
p.m.; and Saturday, April 1, 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

 Bedford Park Senior Center, 243 East 
204th Street: Wednesday, March 29, 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m.

 Rambling House, 4292 Katonah Av-
enue: Wednesday, March 29, 7 to 9:30 
p.m. 

Woodlawn Library, 4355 Katonah Av-
enue: Friday, March 31st, 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 

For more information about PB visit 
www.council.nyc.gov, or contact Cohen’s 
offi ce at (718) 549-7300.

Marquez joins Ponce De Leon

MADELINE V. MARQUEZ
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPECIAL DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT

Shih-Tzu, Maltese and Yorkie!!
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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spring 2017
special advertising supplement

Our Neighbors
Our Businesses

Keeping Our
Community Strong

WHO’S WHO
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spring 2017
special advertising supplement

Our Neighbors
Our Businesses

Keeping Our
Community Strong

Please Contact

DONNA MARZI
Marketing Account Executive

917-424-9246
dmsalesbxtimes@aol.com

For Further
Information And To

Advertise In The 
Next Edition Of

WHO’S 
WHO
Our Neighbors
Our Businesses

Keeping Our
Community Strong
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Since 1909, Union Community Health Center (UCHC) has been a cornerstone of the 
Bronx, serving all those in need of healthcare. Once a large community hospital, the 
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health care services designed and delivered to improve the health of Bronx residents. 
Recognized by the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) for its medical 
home model of providing comprehensive, quality care, UCHC provides comprehensive 
primary medical, dental and specialty care services to pediatric, adolescent, adult, and 
geriatric patients.

UCHC accepts most government insurance plans including Medicaid, Medicaid 
Managed Care, Medicare, Medicare Managed Care, VA and commercial insurance 
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convenient location for assistance in applying for insurance coverage or participating in a 
self-pay sliding fee scale.

Our Services Include:

260 East 188th Street • 2021 Grand Concourse 470 East Fordham Rd 
• 4487 Third Avenue • 2101 Quarry Rd • 2016 Bronxdale Avenue

• Pediatrics
• Adult Medicine
• Geriatrics
• OB/GYN – Women’s Health
• Allergy
• Audiology (Children & Adults)
• Behavioral Health
• Cardiology
• Dental/Orthodontics

• Endocrinology
• Optometry
• Orthopedics
• Physiatry
• Physical Therapy
• Psychiatry
• Radiology
• Rheumatology
• Speech, Hearing and 

Language Services

• Urology
• RAPID/After-Hours Care 

Walk-ins Welcome!
• Assistance in Applying 

for Insurance Coverage
• "�����
���������

Enrollment in Self-Pay, 
Sliding Scale Program

Call Today: 718.220.2020 www.uchcbronx.org
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CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

718.220.2020

Accepting New Patients - Open Evenings and Weekends!
Most Insurance Plans Accepted (Medicaid/Commercial/Medicare/Union/VA)
• Pediatrics
• Adult Medicine
• Geriatrics
• OB/GYN – Women’s Health
• Allergy
• Audiology (Children & Adults)
• Behavioral Health
• Cardiology
• Dental/Orthodontics

• Endocrinology
• Optometry
• Orthopedics
• Physiatry
• Physical Therapy
• Psychiatry
• Radiology
• Rheumatology
• Speech, Hearing and 

Language Services

• Urology
• RAPID/After-Hours Care 

Walk-ins Welcome!
• Assistance in Applying for 

Insurance Coverage
• Assistance with 

Enrollment in Self-Pay, 
Sliding Scale Program
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Learn to Drive...Set the Pace for Safety

Al Sorano’s Professional Driving School

Driver Training
In business since 1964, Al Sorano’s Professional Truck Driving School offers 
excellent driver training for commercial vehicles. Our company is available to 
guide and support you throughout your driving career. 

Our Services
Backed by 45 years of experience, our professional instructors offer excep-
tional training services so you can navigate the interstates like a pro. Enroll in 
our institution for driving instruction that includes everything from CDL training 
to insurance courses.

About Us
Al Sorano’s Professional Truck Driving School in Bronx, New York, offers pri-
vate, on-the-road driving lessons. We have patient, reliable, professional male 
and female, college-trained instructors. All of our instructors are English and 
Spanish speaking. Lessons are available day and evening, seven days a week.

Allegiance to Our Military
Our commitment at Al Sorano’s Professional Truck Driving School is to our 
students, assisting them in the transition to a meaningful and productive ca-
reer. We are a state approved agency in New York for the training of military 
veterans, and we follow the principles of excellence guidelines for educational 
institutions serving service members and veterans. Our veteran graduates know 
they are welcome to come back to our institution for guidance throughout their 
career. We offer truck driving, heavy equipment operation, and oil and gas train-
ing programs approved for GI bill benefi ts for eligible veterans.

718-547-3000 Fax: 718-547-3001
asorano@aol.com | 1059 E Gun Hill Rd, Bronx NY 10469

FREE CDL Training
Offer Valid for Individuals/
Veterans for Job Placement 
(See Us For Qualifi cations)
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VETERANS VETERANS
1-800-235-7737

CAR DRIVERS POSITIONS AVAILABLE

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VETERAN’S
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We would like to introduce you to 

Pelham Parkway Nursing Care and 

Rehabilitation Facility, LLC.  We are 

a 200 bed skilled nursing facility 

right here in the Pelham Parkway 

area of the Bronx.  The same family 

has owned and operated Pelham 

for the past 40 years.  We think of 

ourselves as part of the community 

and we make an effort to be a good 

neighbor. We sponsor the Throggs 

Neck Girls’ Softball League, the Al-

lerton Avenue Homeowners’ Asso-

ciation, and we march every year in 

the Morris Park Columbus Day Pa-

rade.  At Pelham we like to think of 

ourselves as a family and not as an 

institution.  We view the residents 

and their family members as part 

of our family and we treat them ac-

cordingly.

When you place a loved one in 

our nursing facility, we know that 

this is a last resort based on an 

increasing need for nursing care 

which cannot be managed at 

home.  We appreciate the trust you 

are placing in us and strive to earn 

it every day.  Communication with 

family members and loved ones 

is a very important aspect of this 

trust.  Each of our five units has a 

designated Registered Nurse Su-

pervisor who maintains contact 

with the families and is available to 

answer any questions and resolve 

any problems.  Our team of expe-

rienced and skilled social workers 

is always ready to listen and assist 

families with any problem.  The 

doors to the Director of Nurses’ 

and the Administrator’s offices are 

open to residents and family mem-

bers.  They are available evenings 

and Sundays to meet with fami-

lies.  

Interdisciplinary care plan meet-

ings are conducted for every resi-

dent and families are encouraged 

to attend and participate.  

 We have a beautiful, new state of 

the art Rehabilitation Room where 

we perform miracles daily under 

the supervision of our caring and 

skilled therapists.  The Recreation 

Department at Pelham conducts 

programs seven days a week both 

daytime and evening time.  There 

are parties, contests, trips, special 

dinners, barbecues, there is some-

thing for everyone. We have a com-

prehensive dementia program.

Come visit us!!!!  
See more information at www.

pelhamparkwaynursing.com

Pelham Parkway Nursing Care and
Rehabilitation Facility, LLC

2401 Laconia Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469

718-798-8600
www.pelhamparkwaynursing.com
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Rehabilitation

RN Supervisor - FullTime/Per Diem
LPN’s - (1199 Union Benefi ts) Full/Part/Per Diem - New Graduates Welcome

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net
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Cohen’s Gentle Dental, Dr. Cohen offers services 
such as tooth extraction, root canals, application of 
crowns, veneers, braces, and fi llings as well as gum sur-
gery, care of dental emergencies, wisdom teeth removal, 
and general consultations and cleanings. For patients in 
need of dentures, Dr. Cohen has many options and can 
even offer patients with same day dentures at their ap-
pointment.

At Cohen’s Gentle Dental, Dr. Cohen is devoted to en-
suring that each of his patients leaves the offi ce having 
received the highest quality of care and are educated on 
their dental health concerns. He prides himself on being 
professional, caring, and welcoming. Dr. Cohen is also 
multilingual and speaks Spanish and Hebrew in addition 
to English. The practice's mission is to provide lifetime 
care for dental health needs to patients of all ages, and 
has been in business for over 20 years. The staff at Co-
hen's Gentle Dental strives to cater to the unique needs 
of each patient and works with them to create good oral 
health habits.

The doctor and the staff of Cohen’s Gentle Dental 
welcome new patients, and the practice accepts most 
major forms of dental insurance.

At Cohen’s Gentle Dental, every 
member of our staff is friendly, pro-
fessional, and experienced. We are 
committed to providing each of our 
Bronx patients with personalized care 
and exceptional service. We strive to 
maximize the one-on-one time with 
each patient and to completely 
answer any questions they 
have about their treat-
ment. Our goal is to en-
sure a comfortable and 
relaxing experience for 
every patient.

Our Bronx dental professionals are 
dedicated to providing quality, advanced 
care to our family of patients. We endeavor 
to provide comprehensive dental examina-
tions, a complete selection of cosmetic ser-
vices, and the best possible restorative oral health 
care in Bronx. Make an appointment today or come 
in to meet our friendly Bronx staff.

CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
183 West 231 Street

Bronx, NY 10463
718-543-1123

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468
718-365-0990

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033
212-923-5555

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462
718-597-6314

NEW
LOCATION

427 FORT WASHINGTON AVE
SUITE 1C, NY NY 10033

212-923-7644

Cohen’s Gentle Denta
100 Alcott Place

(Co-Op City)
Bronx NY 10475
718-585-4400

*MOST INSURANCE

PLANS &

MEDICAID ACCEPTED
www.cohensgentledental.com

About Dr. Cohen

Meet the Staff
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CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

PARTIALS

Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

Reg. $1500
Now $1199

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1500
Now $1200

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$999

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  

$4500

EXPIRES 01/30/17

Call Now And Receive
Our Special
1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/this ad

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning 
are required before treatment

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
with this ad

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL EXAM

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
183 West 231 Street

Bronx, NY 10463
718-543-1123

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468
718-365-0990

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033
212-923-5555

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462
718-597-6314

Cohen’s Gentle Denta
100 Alcott Place

(Co-Op City)
Bronx NY 10475
718-585-4400

NEW
LOCATION

427 FORT WASHINGTON AVE
SUITE 1C, NY NY 10033

212-923-7644
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BETTER GAS MILEAGE
LONGER TIRE LIFE

IMPROVED HANDLING
DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!
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BIG ENOUGH TO SERVE YOU,
SMALL ENOUGH TO KNOW YOU

FRESH PRODUCE READY MADE PARTY DIPS LARGE SELECTION OF JUICE DRINKS

LARGE CHEESE VARIETY SPECIALTY ITEMS LARGE SELECTION OF ETHNIC FOODS

ESPRESSO ASSORTMENTS LARGE TEA ASSORTMENT PASTA AND SAUCES FRESH PRIME CUT MEATS

HIGH QUALITY, LOW PRICES

1018 Morris Park Ave
Bronx, NY 10462
718-824-7571 DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

PHONE ORDERS
AVAILABLE
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Andrea’s
     D ance
       Studio

Andrea’s Dance Studio has been a family owned and operated dance studio for 
over 50 years. Our fi rst studio opened in the Bronx in 1962, and we have been 
teaching the local area kids to Love Dance and Love Life ever since. The studio 
is now owned and directed by Nicole Fusco who has been a student, teacher and 
choreographer with this studio for 30 years. Nicole Fusco has trained in all 
different styles of dance. Throughout her childhood she attended American Bal-
let Academy summer programs and as she grew older trained in Manhattan at 
Broadway Dance Center and Steps in NYC. She was accepted for the dance pro-
gram at LaGuardia High School for Performing Arts. As a teacher and choreog-
rapher Nicole’s students have won numerous awards and competitions through-
out the tri-state area. She has also taught dance in many public after school 
programs in the Bronx and in Westchester as well as teaching dance programs in 
Fordham University and Hostos Community College. Nicole is honored to have 
been given the opportunity to own the dance studio she started her training in. 
She now wants to continue to grow the studio with the same family feel Andrea’s 
Dance Studio has always been known for with a fresh new look and style!

Andrea’s Dance studio accept students from Beginner to Professional Level of 
all ages starting at 1.5 years old through adults. We offer many different styles 
of dance including Jazz, Tap, Ballet, Hip Hop, Contemporary/Lyrical, Salsa, 
Gymnastics, Musical Theatre & Mommy & Me. We also offer competitive level 
classes and our competition students regularly compete in regional and national 
competitions through out New York, New Jersey & Connecticut. Our Company 
students have also travelled and performed at Epcot Center in Disney World 
Florida, Madison Square Garden for a New York Knicks Pregame show and 
many other dance events! Our dedicated staff is highly trained not only in their 
dance specialties, but also to work with children of all ages!

About Andrea’s Dance Studio

For Over 55 Years
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Andrea’s
     D ance
       Studio

Our award winning company teams 
travel regionally and nationally for 

competitions and dance events!

ONGOING REGISTRATION
Tap  Jazz  Hip Hop  Gymnastics

Lyrical/Contemporary  Ballet  Pointe
Salsa  Mommy & Me  Musical Theatre

Ages 1.5 to Adults
Beginner to Advanced Levels

Come see why we are the
#1 Studio in the Bronx

for over 55 years!
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About Us
For the past 19 years, Arties Restaurant has been owned and op-
erated by Spiros Chagares. This passionate restaurateur contin-

ues to upgrade his high-energy restaurant, located on City Island, 
a seaport village in New York. 

 
Arties is a favorite for both locals and visitors who relish the 

restaurant’s casual classic Mediterranean feel. Customers enjoy 
a spirited setting at the cocktail lounge recognized for its grand 

copper lamps hanging overhead. Join the friendly crowd and 
experience our fantastic selection of wines by the glass or one of 

our famous jumbo martinis. 
 

Spiros and his team are dazzling customers daily with beautifully 
prepared contemporary dishes. Arties prepares traditional Italian 
specialties as well as fresh seafood and great steaks and chops. 

 
Our goal is offering the highest quality and freshest locally 

sourced ingredients.
We are continually looking ahead for new and creative food 

trends.
 

It has been a pleasure in not only serving our community but also 
becoming a part of it.

 P ress
“Best New England Clam Chowder 1st Place Winner 2014”

-City Island People’s Choice Award
 

“Expect big hearted Bronx style Italian food”
–The New York Times

 
“Massive Zuppa Di Pesce”

–As seen on Good Day New York
 

“Arties restaurant is a City Island treasure”
–The Bronx Times

 
“A Bronx Cheers”

–The New York Daily News
 

“Arties is no mere fi sh house” 
–The Scarsdale Inquirer Newspapers

 
“Retro Italian-accented menu keep the locals happy as clams “

-Zagat 2013
 

#1 Zagat Rated City Island Restaurant
-Zagat 2012 

 
“Superior seafood and tasty steaks, plated with pizzazz “

-Zagat 2009
 

“Fresh seafood and steaks at prices that won’t soak you”
–Zagat 2008

394 City Island Ave, City Island, New York, 10464 Phone: 718-885-9885

Steak & Seafood
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STEAK & SEAFOOD

394 CITY ISLAND AVE. • CITY ISLAND, NEW YORK 
718-885-9885  /  718-885-0586  /  FAX 718-885-3283

WWW.ARTIESCITYISLAND.COM

SERVING LUNCH & DINNER

FULL WINE LIST
(WITH FULL AND HALF BOTTLES)

CITY ISLAND’S BEST STEAKS

CHEF’S SPECIALS DAILY

FAMOUS MOUTH WATERING RIBS

JUMBO COCKTAIL MENU
DINING ROOMS & BAR/LOUNGE WITH A MEDITERRANEAN FLARE 

A SPIRITED SETTING FOR NETWORKING

ITALIAN, SEAFOOD AND STEAKS SERVED WITH A FLAIR

SUPERIOR SEAFOOD & TASTY STEAKS 
PLATED WITH PIAZZAZE

ENJOY A JUMBO MARTINI OR
SELECTED WINE BY THE GLASS

“A BRONX
CHEER”
NY DAILY NEWS

ARTIE’S ZUPPA-DI PESCE FOR TWO

AS FEATURED ON “GOOD DAY NEW YORK”

CITY ISLAND’S
BEST

CLAMBAKE

DAILY SPECIALSFREE PARKING

DINNER &
FUN AT

THE BAR

PRIVATE PARTY & MEETING ROOMS

ARTIE’S FAMOUS BLACKENED RIBEYES
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Bringing Hope Home

The Eastchester Center for Cancer Care

We bring you the technology

We bring you skilled physicians and experts

Anthony
Hoffman, M.D.

Alfred
Rosenbaum, M.D.

Fabio
Volterra, M.D.

Nella Irene
Shapiro, M.D.

Avi
Retter, M.D.

Personalized
Care Plans

Compassion

Integrated Team
Approach

Options
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About 900 Park Restaurant: Select 
your favorite Pizza, Italian, Pasta 
dishes directly from the menu of 
900 Park Restaurant located at 900 
Morris Park Ave, Bronx, NY 10462. 

900 Park Restaurant has estab-
lished a reputation for providing 
highest quality food, excellent cus-
tomer service and speedy delivery 
to customers in the Bronx area ... 
always at the lowest possible price 
too. We can promise satisfaction 
because all dishes at 900 Park Res-
taurant are freshly prepared every 
day with premium ingredients. 

Speaking for the entire staff at 900 
Park Restaurant, we appreciate 
our customers for their loyalty and 
past patronage. Going forward, we 
promise to maintain the same high 
quality operation to serve you in 
the future. 

900 Park Restaurant is now accept-
ing online orders for delivery or 
takeout through BeyondMenu.com. 
Enjoy the best, freshest Pizza, Ital-
ian, Pasta cuisine, and remember: 
THERE IS NO WAITING IN LINE 
WHEN YOU ORDER ONLINE.

Restaurant Hours:
Mon - Thurs: 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM
Fri & Sat: 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM
Sunday: 11:00 AM - 09:00 PM
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900 Park Restaurant
(718) 892-3830
900 Morris Park Ave,
Bronx, NY 10462

VALET PARKING



WHO’S WHO IN BUSINESS, SPRING 201722    BTR

Elegance At The Waters Edge

Marina del Rey
THE PALAZZO AT

With its prime location overlooking Long Island Sound and the Manhattan Skyline in the distance and world class 
delicious cuisine, our team of specialists can turn your dream day into a reality.  For over 40 years The Marina del 
Rey is the distinctive setting for your New York celebration. Whether it’s a large family wedding, a Sweet Sixteen, 
or a corporate event, several indoor and outdoor venue spaces are available

One Marina Drive Throgs Neck, NY 10465
Phone: (718) 931-6500    Fax: (718) 239-2072
To Schedule An Appointment Or Tour The Marina del Rey 
Tues 11am-5pm, Wed-Thur 11am-8pm, Fri-Sat-Sun 
11am-5pm   Email: info@mdrnyc.com
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Marina del Rey
THE PALAZZO AT

Before Marina del Rey commanded the 
stunning waterfront views of the East River, 
before exquisite Italian cuisine like Clams 
Orreganato and Eggplant Rollantini cap-
tured the hearts and taste buds of discerning 
guests, before a team of legendary and dedi-
cated staff gained a reputation as the best in 
the industry, there was a man named Sal.

Sal Randazzo, a beloved fi gure in the ca-
tering business, created a name for himself 
in the food business, as always creating the 
best. After running a successful Italian res-
taurant in Throgs Neck he and his mother, 
Anna, broke ground on the waterfront site 
that would become Marina del Rey.

Let our family take care of yours.

A Legacy of Service
K osher Catering

 Services Available

Over Forty Years of Serving The Community

Newly Remodeled Venue

Now Offering Off Site Catering For All Occasions

Waterfront Views 

One Marina Drive, Throgs Neck, NY 10465 Phone: (718) 931-6500  Fax: (718) 239-2072

To Schedule An Appointment Or Tour The Marina del Rey Tues 11am-5pm, Wed-Thur 11am-8pm, Fri-Sat-Sun 11am-5pm   Email: info@mdrnyc.com
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http://www.lucchesefuneralhome.com/
This fi rm is privately owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Joseph A. Lucchese
FUNER AL HOME, INC.

A Short History

Joe Lucchese is preserving a family tradition of service in Morris Park that started five generations ago. In 1875, 
Robert Ruggiero’s family began serving families with a full-service funeral home. Robert was pleased when Joe, 
a lifelong resident of the Morris Park community, reached out to take over the Ruggiero business. Mr. Ruggiero 
purchased Ribustello & Son in 2000, another family owned funeral home in Morris Park since 1963. A strong fam-
ily – and community – tradition continues.

Joseph A. Lucchese
Owner/Funeral Director
Joe@LuccheseFuneralHome.com

Joseph A. Lucchese is a licensed New York State Funeral Director and Certif ied Funeral Service Practitioner 
(CFSP) from the Academy of Professional Funeral Service Practice. Holding a CFSP designation demonstrates 
Joe’s commitment to mastering and diversifying his professional funeral service and business talents to serve the 
community in a more compassionate and innovative manner. Joe also demonstrates his commitment to excellence 
within the funeral service industry and community by being active with the New York State Funeral Directors 
Association, Metropolitan Funeral Directors’ Association, the National Funeral Directors Association, and the 
Morris Park Community Association.
Joe is best known for his involvement with Calvary Hospice, his partnership with the Catholic War Veterans and 
Mayor’s Office of Veterans Affairs in providing military burials for homeless and indigent veterans throughout the 
city, serving as an annual supporter of the Bronx Columbus Day Parade, and an annual supporter of the National 
Night Out Against Crime. He is also recognized as the f irst funeral home in New York State to introduce a therapy 
dog, Lily, to help grieving families. Joe tirelessly works with the York Children’s Foundation pursing grants for 
local area children’s charities and was named “Businessman of the Year” by the Bronx Conservative Committee in 
2014 and by the Bronx Columbus Day Committee in 2015.
Joe’s experience is due to a life dedicated to learning and serving all families in the area. He was born and raised in 
the Bronx and attended Fordham Preparatory School, later graduating from the American Academy McAllister 
Institute of Funeral Service. He has also earned a Master’s Degree from Fordham University.
Joe serves the Bronx communities with a high level of excellence, compassion, creativity, and integrity. He likes to 
spend his free time as a member of the New York Athletic Club and the Knights of Columbus. He currently resides 
in Westchester with his wife Michele and their three children, Adriana, Alexandra, and Frank.

Donna LaMarca
Office Manager
Donna@LuccheseFuneralHome.com

Donna is a lifelong resident of Morris Park. She has been assisting the community as our off ice manager and lady 
attendant since 2002. Donna is honored to serve all of our families with the upmost respect. She resides Morris 
Park with two of her four children.

Lizerette A. Cruz
Funeral Director
Liza@LuccheseFuneralHome.com

Lizerette A. Cruz graduated from the American Academy McAllister Institute of Funeral Service in 1989. She is a 
licensed New York State funeral director. Liza has been serving the Bronx community for over 25 years. She is af-
f iliated with the New York State Funeral Directors Association, Metropolitan Funeral Directors Association, and 
the National Funeral Directors Association. Liza is devoted to her profession and her family. She lives in the Bronx 
with her husband and loves to travel and spend time with her grandchildren.

Sister Kathleen Mary Donohue, OSU
Clergy Liaison
info@LuccheseFuneralHome.com

Kathleen Mary Donohue, OSU, is an Ursuline Sister of the Roman Union. A Connecticut native, she is a graduate 
of the College of New Rochelle, Catholic University of America, and Fordham University. She holds a Certif icate 
in Spiritual Gerontology from the Johnson Institute in St. Louis.
Sister brings an extensive background in elementary and secondary education, school administration and school 
business management with her. In addition, she has ministered to the elderly and infirm members of her Ursuline 
Community for over ten years. In that capacity, she was responsible for the spiritual and physical needs of the Sis-
ters as well as maintaining close contact with their families. Also, in that capacity, Sister worked closely with area 
Funeral Directors and Clergy in coordinating Wake and Funeral Liturgies.

Lily
Therapy Service Dog
info@LuccheseFuneralHome.com

Lily is a labrador retriever who was born on March 4, 2013. After extensive training she was registered as a therapy 
service dog and is recognized as the f irst of her kind in New York State to work exclusively in a funeral home as a 
grief therapy dog.

Joseph A. Lucchese
FUNER AL HOME, INC.

Joseph A. Lucchese

Donna LaMarca

Lizerette A. Cruz

Sister Kathleen Mary Donohue, OSU

Lilly
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Our Video Tributes are more than a unique way  
to show the past–they’re a remarkable way to 

share memories.  You provide old photos of fam-
ily and friends and we’ll develop a one-of-a-kind  

video montage.  It’s then set to music and shown 
at the service.  Treasure it for the day.  Keep it  
forever.  Video Tributes…a moving experience.

Video Tributes from 
our funeral home

G   ive us old snapshots 
and we’ll give you a new 

way of remembering.

This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese 
(NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Joseph A. Lucchese
FUNERAL HOME, INC.
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Eastwood M anor Catering
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Year-Round Nursery School

NEW YORK STATE LICENSED TEACHERS
CERTIFIED IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

LICENSED BY NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Serving the community for over 20 years

Come visit our School at
904 Morris Park Avenue

Call for Registration
718.823.8345

FREE
UPK

REGISTER NOW!
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EASTCHESTER CHECK CASHING

AVAILABLE
NEXIS DEBIT CARDS
MAKE A GREAT GIFT

48 Gramatan Avenue 
Mount Vernon NY 10558 

914-668-8910

108 South Fourth Avenue 
Mount Vernon NY 10550

914-667-3974

2046A Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY

718-792-0334
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Eastwell Automotive
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UNIVERSITY DIAGNOSTIC

A Fully Accredited American College of Radiology Facility 

“We’re in
your l
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C  MEDICAL IMAGING, P.C.

The A-Team in Diagnostic Imaging

WHO’S YOUR
RADIOLOGIST?

THE CHOICE SHOULD BE YOURS

nspired by
oyalty”
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SALE! HUGE SAVINGS!

YOUR COMPLETE HOME CARE FACILITY  |  YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD FRIEND SINCE 1955

1969 WESTCHESTER AVENUE
718-828-1510

DCA# 1190798

IF WE CAN’T GET IT, IT IS NOT MADE
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Steaks • Chops • Chicken • Pork • Veal • Lamb

Seasoned Meats Prepared, Ready For Cooking Or Grilling

Morris Park
Meat Market

1037 Morris Park Ave, Bronx, NY 10461
718-829-7519

Over 50 Years
Serving The
Community

Quality Meats
With Pricing To
Fit Your Budget
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2 5

White Plains Road
Business Improvement District

White Plains Road BID Is Conveniently Located On White Plains Road Between Pelham 
Parkway And Brady Avenue And Is Easily Reached By Bus And The #2 And #5 IRT Train 

Small Town Shopping Atmosphere
Walking distance to
The Bronx Zoo and
Botanical Gardens

Easy To Reach By #2 And 
#5 Train With Bus Service 

And Street Taxi Stand

Diner, Fast Food Restaurants. 
Sit Down Pizza Parlor, Family 

Sized Restaurants

Major size Health Food 
Store. Bx Sport Store

Children and adult clothing 
stores. CVS and Rite Aid 

department stores

All major Cell Phone 
stores and much,

much more
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 PLUMBING SUPPLIES 
 TOOLS  PAINT AND 

  PAINT SUPPLIES 
 HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
 TRASH CANS 
 HOUSEWARE 
 LADDERS  TAPE 
 SEARCH LIGHTS
 AND MORE

1059 MORRIS PARK AVENUE
BRONX NY 10461

718-863-3720

SUPERIOR
PAINTS AND
HARDWARE

OVER 50 YEARS SERVING THE COMMUNITY
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

We have been operating 
since 1978, offering quality 

products to those that
desire organic, more 
natural, gluten-free,
and non GMO foods. 

Our vitamin and herb
selection is extensive.  

Examples of lines stocked; 

New Chapter, Solgar,
Bluebonnet, Twin Labs, 

Nature’s Way, Kal, Solaray, 
Country Life,  Herb Pharm.,  
Gaia, Europharma, Natrol, 

Bach Flower,Life Extension. 

Even our herb selection 
becomes even greater 

when you take into
account all the herbal

teas offered.

 Its unmatched
in the Bronx

Where there is
always a sale
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“Serving Every Family As Our Family”

We’ve Moved!
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INCLUDES:

Car WashPelham Bay MCAMCAPelham Bay
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH

SUPER
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2  130
P.S. 14

From

Bronx Tax ManThomas C. Bible

Bibl

RALPH SQUITIERI
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Hablamos Español

Ge era  & ecia t Pediatri
 

UNION COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER @UCHC_Bronx UCHCBRONX



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 24-30, 2017 35  BTR

See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

50% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

917-957-6800

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425
3 bedroom/2 bath.  Throggs Neck-Pelham Bay. Laundry in building $2150.

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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19th Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Paradet. Patrick’s Parade 

Irish eyes weren’t the only ones smiling this year’s Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  Celebrating 19 years, the 
annual neighborhood parade saw more Celtic-clad marchers and bands trekking down East Tremont Avenue than 
you could shake a shillelagh at on Sunday, March 12!  Groups composed of local elected offi cials, schools, the FDNY, 
pipe and drum bands, community organizations and families representing this year’s honorary grand marshals 
journeyed down the route which sported a fresh green median and massive shamrock as thousands of Bronxites 
from all over the borough cheered from the sidelines. Photos by Laura Stone

(1) (l-r) Religious grand marshals Sr. Peggy Gannon, Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary and Sr. Betty McLaughlin were all smiles.
(2) (l-r) Throggs Neck Benevolent Association members Matt O’Brien, president; Sheila Haney, treasurer; Karin 
O’Connor, secretary and Chris Dalton, vice president, enjoyed the festivities.

(3) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. (l) interviewed grand marshal Derek Woods before the parade.

(4) (l-r) Jackie Rodriguez and Stephanie Carpenter dressed to impress.

(5) Edgewater Park residents Audrey Beach (l) and Mackayla Banker enjoyed watching the parade from the sidelines.

(6) Grand marshal Woods (back, r) with students from the Riverdale Children’s Theatre.

(7) OLA Girl Scouts Troop 6124 and troop leader Josephine Vieni (c) were ready to march down East Tremont Avenue in Celtic style.

(8) Throggs Neck residents Megan McCormack (l) and Victoria Acosta celebrated Gaelic pride.

(9) Jaxson (l) and Mason Giordani traveled all the way from Pelham Bay to see the parade

(10) The FDNY Emergency Medical Service Pipe and Drums led the procession in song.

(11) Throggs Neck’s Cristina McCann (l) and Mia Tierney celebrated in fl ashy Hibernian style.

(12) Fr. Stephen Norton, St. Benedict’s Church pastor and 2013 honored clergy, waved to the crowd.

(13) Tommy Forte wore his St. Patrick’s Day best for the neighborhood celebration.

(14) Billy Davella, Jr. and Sr. embraced the St. Patrick’s Day spirit.
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Your health is important. 
Going to a medical appoint-
ment can often make us ner-
vous; this is perfectly nor-
mal. In order to get the most 
out of your appointment it is 
important to take a few min-
utes to prepare ahead of time 
for your visit. Following the 
simple steps below, will help 
to improve the quality of care 
that you receive.  

• Pick a health care pro-
vider that works for you! 
Someone who listens well and 
answers your questions in a 
way that you can understand. 
It is important to be comfort-

able with your provider. 
 • See your health care 

provider on a regular basis – 
not only when you are having 
a problem

• Make sure you know your 
health care provider’s phone 
number and that you have 
their 24-hour phone number 
to call in case of emergen-
cies. Find out what hospital 
your medical provider is as-
sociated with. 

• If you need an inter-
preter, don’t hesitate to ask 
for one

• Write any questions 
down before you get to your 
appointment

• Take notes to help you re-
member what you discussed 
with the Doctor or Nurse 
Practitioner

• Bring a loved one or 
friend with you for sup-
port (he or she can also take 
notes)

• Review medicines and 
any challenges that you are 
having with managing your 
health condition at every of-
fi ce visit

• Maintain a current list 
of all your medications and 
OTC medicines and bring to 
your medical appointment. 

• Tell your health care 
provider if you have experi-

enced any of the following 
since your last visit:

- Trips to the emergency 
room

- Hospitalizations 
- Falls 
- Dizziness 
- A change or increase in 

your symptoms 
- Forgetting to take your 

medicine and if so, how often 
you forgot

• Remember, your health 
care provider should in-
struct you on ways to manage 
your health and reinforce the 
teaching each time you meet 
with him/her – if that does 
not happen, then ask!

How to get the most of your doctor/
nurse practitioner visits By Health Seniors CliCC

Healthy Seniors CliCC 
is continuing to recruit and 
train volunteers to educate 
older adults throughout the 
Bronx. If interested, contact 
Jeff Lucas, program manager 
at RAIN at 347-202-8805.

Co-sponsored by the Hart-
ford Institute for Geriatric 
Nursing at NYU and R.A.I.N.

Next Week: Smoking Ces-
sation - Put out the fi re

Reference: NYC Health. 
(2016). Managing Asthma: 
Checklist for Doctor Visits. 
From: https://www1.nyc.
gov/site/doh/health/health-
topics/asthma-checklist-for-
doctors-visits.page.

BY CHRYS NAPOILTANO
On Sunday, March 12, I 

attended the Just Food Con-
ference in NYC with my fel-
low CSA coordinators, Sher-
rill Cropper and Barb Roman.  
This was my fourth time at this 
yearly event and I was thrilled 
to fi nally be attending with like 
minded food activists.  I fi rst be-
came aware of Just Food when 
I was a member of the City Is-
land CSA.  Thrilled with the 
difference that fresh local pro-
duce was making in our lives, I 
asked Deb Kavakos, our farmer 
at Stoneledge Farm, if she knew 
of any programs that provided 
folks with local meat and dairy.  
This was back in 2010, and this 
sort of thing was not as well 
known as it is today. She con-
nected me to Paula Lukats at 
Just Food, who connected me 
with Lewis Waite Farm and 
our Locust Point CSA Extras 
Program was born. 

The connection also raised 
my awareness of Just Food and 
their programmatic support for 
people who want to start food-
centric projects in their com-
munities.  Newsletters, work-
shops and events help them 
promote ‘How to Start a CSA’, 
‘How to Start a Farmer’s Mar-
ket’, the Community Chef pro-
gram that teaches people how 
to conduct seasonal cooking 
demos and classes plus Farm 
School NYC.  Their yearly con-
ference is a great way to fi nd 
answers, make connections 
and get involved.

Over the last fi ve years of at-
tending this event, regardless 
of the political climate at the 
time, the conference always 
leaves me buoyed and hope-

ful.  Food is the common de-
nominator. Access to land and 
to the ability to grow your own 
food is in our DNA, so to speak.  
There is so much more to food 
that unites us all across every 
line of distinction.  There are 
so many stories of joy and suc-
cess in the world of community 
farming and food justice, we 
just don’t hear about them.  

Year after year of listen-
ing to speakers like Joan Gus-
sow, Karen Washington, Tanya 
Fields and Andrea Beaman has 
inspired and educated me, and 
more importantly has made 
me see how one person can do a 
small thing that can make a dif-
ference in other people’s lives.  
This year, the conference was 
held on a Sunday and a Monday 
and we were only able to attend 
the Sunday portion.  The day 
started with welcome remarks 
from Robin Burger, acting ex-
ecutive director of Just Food 
and was followed by a series of 
ten minute ‘Food Talks’.  The 
speakers here included Onika 
Abraham, the director of Just 
Food’s Farm School NYC who 
spoke about her experiences as 
an urban farmer, as an educa-
tor and as an entrepreneur.

We left the Food Talks to at-
tend three different morning 
workshops.  I stayed in the audi-
torium to attend a panel discus-
sion on ‘Northeast Food Hubs: 
Building Resiliency in the Re-
gion’.  The ability to connect lo-
cal farmers with markets that 
ensure their success is critical 
to the economy.  Just as a CSA 
connects an individual with 
a farmer, food hubs connect a 
farmer with restaurants and 
institutions like schools, hos-

pitals, nursing homes and food 
pantries.  

At the fi rst conference I at-
tended, Jaquie Gardener, then 
executive director of Just Food, 
spoke about ‘An Argument for 
Complicating the Food System’.  
Local food hubs (some are non 
profi t, some for profi t) are part 
of the complication of the food 
system, which is a good thing.  
Simplifying the food system by 
growing huge monocultures 
of soy, corn and wheat to be 
turned into hundreds of pro-
cessed foods has not been good 
for us.    By creating a complex 
system that connects local 
farmers with markets where 
they can sell their produce at 
prices set by the farmer, not by 
‘the market’, small farmers can 
actually have a shot at making 
a profi t.  

Olivia Blanchfl ower, direc-
tor of Wholesale Distribution at 
GrowNYC, spoke of a success-
ful local grains program that 
has shown the power of food 
hubs to develop markets.  Mi-
chelle Cruz, director of Com-
munity and Vendor Engage-
ment with Farm Fresh Rhode 
Island, talked about how she 
deals with ways to eliminate 
waste by utilizing ‘B’ and ‘C’ 
grade produce, ‘ugly’ produce 
or surplus bumper crop har-
vest.  Being able to work with 
farmers and commercial kitch-
ens to do recipe development 

can create marketing opportu-
nities.  

This network of regional 
food hubs work with each other, 
quite often by visiting each oth-
er’s facilities, to cover supply 
and demand throughout the 
growing season.  Since they are 
the only middleman between 
grower and purchaser, they 
can deal with customer service 
issues quickly.  Food hubs do 
charge the farmers a percent-
age, but farmers do set their 
own prices which take this into 
account and in exchange they 
are able create a partnership 
that provides them with mar-
keting and sales services, giv-
ing them the time to do what 
they need to do: grow food.  

The local food movement 
can create many opportunities 
for women, for people of color, 
for formerly incarcerated indi-
viduals, for veterans suffering 
from PTSD through entrepre-
neurship, but only if they have 
access to marketing and sales 
assistance programs that food 
hubs can offer.  Each of us also 
plays a part in this equation 
when we understand why lo-
cally grown food cost more and 
why we need to make better de-
cisions when it comes to how 
we spend our food dollar.

Sherrill Cropper attended 
a different morning workshop.  
I will let her speak for herself: 
As a longtime gardener and 
chicken-keeper, I was delighted 
to join my friends Chrys Na-
politano and Barb Roman at 
this year’s Just Food Confer-
ence. I was looking to inform 
my increasing local activism 
with a better understanding 
of food justice as well as spend-

ing the day with two of my dear 
friends. Wanting to cover as 
much as possible, we took dif-
ferent sessions and my fi rst ses-
sion was ‘Food Justice, Inside 
and Out: Navigating Power Dy-
namics in Collaborative Part-
nerships’. 

The fi rst half was about 
how to best benefi t from volun-
teers who may have their own 
agendas (e.g. a student/grad re-
searcher looking to gain data 
for a thesis) to those who want 
to help but have no understand-
ing of the population and cul-
ture in which they fi nd them-
selves working in. The second 
half was about the curriculum 
that was developed based on 
Michael Pollan’s book and fi lm, 
‘In Defense of Food: An Eater’s 
Manifesto’, which was created 
for middle school students. We 
were led in one of the activities 
showing the connection with 
excess intake of sugar leading 
to Diabetes Type 2 over time. I 
was impressed that the entire 
curriculum is free of charge 
and can be downloaded from 
the PBS site: http://www.pbs.
org/food/features/in-defense-
of-food-resources/

Both presentations were 
powerful and dynamic and 
brought good questions from 
the audience from both educa-
tors and community organiz-
ers facing similar issues.

Thanks Sherrill.  I will 
cover the other workshops we 
attended in my next column, 
including Barb’s report on her 
morning workshop.  The Locust 
Point CSA is open for member-
ship.  Go to www.stoneledge.
farm to sign up or contact me at 
cnapolitano491@gmail.com.
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ACTION ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES SALUTE YANKS

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
GUS COZZI MEMORIAL GAMES

An Action Environmental Services Truck sports a Bronx Bombers inspired paint job. 
 Photo courtesy of KARV Communications

Action Environmental Services, the longtime offi cial solid waste and recycling provider for the New York Yan-
kees and Mets, made a creative tribute to its two biggest supporters by designing two of its trucks with the 
teams’ logos with the teams’ blessing. The trucks hit the road in the Bronx and Queens on Sunday, March 19 
and made stops at Liberty State Park and Times Square. Throughout the season, as the trucks drive their 
routes, fans can cheer on their team. The idea was the brainchild of Action Environmental Services CEO Ron 
Bergamini.

(Above, l-r) The Cozzi Family’s Tommy, Issa, Tiffany, Alexa, Matthew, 
Dominic, Gabi, Stefanie, Joseph, Michael, Tommy, Miriam and Rosie at-
tended the heartfelt sports event. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Our Lady of the Assumption School hosted the ‘Gus Cozzi Memorial 
Games’ on Sunday, March 12 in the school’s gymnasium. Cozzi was a for-
mer longtime physical education teacher who was very involved in the 
Catholic Youth Organization/Intramural programs. His widow Stefanie 
and their sons Dominic, Matthew and Joseph continue in his footsteps by 
keeping basketball in their lives.

FESTIVAL OF COLORS CELEBRATES THE START OF SPRING SEASON
Vishnu Mandir Hindu Temple con-
gregants, Bharati Dance Academy 
and Hindus from all around NYC 
celebrated Holi, the Festival of 
Colors recognizing good over evil 
and the start of spring on Sunday, 
March 12. The vibrant celebration 
often referred to as either ‘Holi’ 
or ‘Phagwah’, is observed by the 
sprinkling of ‘gulal’, multicolored 
powder or colored water on each 
other symbolizing the breaking 
down of all barriers of discrimina-
tion so everyone looks the same.  

(Left) Hindus young and old 
alike celebrated spring in a very 
colorful manner. 

(Right) Bharati Kemraj (front, 
l), Bharati Dance Academy founder, 
and Vishnu Mandir Hindu Temple 
members sported some vibrant 
springtime colors and smiles. 
 Photos courtesy of Bharati Kemraj

SUCCESS ACADEMY CHESS CHAMPIONS

On Saturday, March 11 and Sunday, March 12, 151 scholars representing 15 Success Academy schools traveled 
to Saratoga Springs, NY to compete in the 50th annual NYS Scholastic Chess Championships. Out of 1,200 stu-
dents who competed from across the state, Success scholars made up 13% of the entire two-day tournament 
and brought home big wins with four teams fi nishing in the top fi ve of both Elementary School and Middle 
School Championship categories. (Above) Success Academy scholars proudly displayed their trophies.  
                                                        Photo by Tom Perna
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BERKELEY COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Congratulations are in order for several central Bronx high school seniors who demonstrated a high level of 
achievement earning them scholarships to Berkeley College. This year’s proud scholars include Kate Appiah, 
Frederick Douglas Academy; Angela Bonilla, Liberty High School Academy for Newcomers; Saul Caceres, Bronx 
Early College Academy for Teaching and Learning; Blas Dircio, High School for Energy and Technology; Emily 
Flores, Bronx Leadership Academy High School; Kyra Henry, Bronx High School for the Visual Arts; Nicole Lara, 
Bronx Leadership Academy High School; Ivan Lovera, Bronx School of Law and Finance; Jayda Melendez, Lead-
ership Institute; Alvin Noorie, High School for Energy and Technology; Rosvely Perez, Bronx Leadership Acade-
my High School; Njaraharisoa Ramarolahy, Hostos-Lincoln Academy of Science; Lauren Rodriguez, Westchester 
Square Academy; Anna Siskos, Bronx River High School; Alejandra Taveras, Marie Curie School for Medicine, 
Nursing and Health Professions and Lesley Vivar, Bronx High School for Medical Science.

(Above, l-r) Scholars Kyra Henry and Nicole Lara; Evan Woodhouse, Berkeley College high school admissions 
associate; scholars Jayda Melendez, Lauren Rodriguez, Rosvely Perez and Emily Flores. 
 Photo courtesy of Berkeley College

‘STEP UP, SHOW DOWN’ CHAMPS

(Above) First place Beginner Competition champions M.S. 663 K ‘Di-
versity’ and M.S. 66 K ‘Diamond Steppers’ took home the gold.

(Below) Third place Beginner Competition honorees M.S. 484 K ‘The 
Royal Heat Steppers’ proudly displayed their award. 
 Photos courtesy of Rubenstein Public Relations

The Sports and Arts in Schools Foundation hosted its annual ‘Step Up, 
Show Down’ competition on Saturday, March 11 at New Explorers High 
School. This year’s Beginner Competition winners were fi rst place cham-
pions M.S. 663 K ‘Diversity’ and M.S. 66 K ‘Diamond Steppers’, second 
place victors M.S. 381 K “Step Notez’ and third place honorees M.S. 484 
K ‘The Royal Heat Steppers’. The 2017 Advanced Competition winners in-
cluded fi rst place champions Pathways ‘Step It Up Team’, second place 
victors M.S. 356 Q ‘Sounds of Anatomy’ and third place honorees Thorn-
ton High School ‘A1 Steppers’.

COMMON CENTS: A ONE-DAY WORKSHOP
Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo, Catholic Charities, 
State Farm Insurance and 
The Point collaborated for 
‘Common Cents: A One 
Day Workshop’ on Friday, 
March 17 at 940 Garrison 
Avenue. The fi nancial lit-
eracy event for local high 
school students to learn 
the importance of becom-
ing fi nancially fi t, how fi -
nancial decision today im-
pact their lives tomorrow 
and learn the importance 
of repairing and maintain-
ing good credit.  

Assemblyman Crespo (3rd from l) with The Point, State Farm Insurance and Cath-
olic Charities members. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BronxNet’s newest program, ‘In the District’, re-
corded its premiere episode on Friday, March 17 
inside BronxNet East TV studio at Mercy College. 
Each episode of ‘In the District’ features high-
lights and important discussion on issues and 
activities in our borough’s legislative and com-
munity districts. 

(Right) Host Javier Gomez (l) interviewed 
Senator Jeff Klein for the premiere of ‘In the 
District’.   

                            Photo by Aracelis Batista

BRONXNET PREMIERES 
‘IN THE DISTRICT’
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(l-r) Breakfast sponsor James McQuade, Schuyler Hill Funeral Home director; Public Advocate Letitia James; Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph 
Crowley; Councilman James Vacca; Assemblyman Michael Benedetto; Senator Jeff Klein and John Marano, Community Board 10 fi rst vice chairman.

(l-r) Grand marshal Woods, religious grand marshal Sr. Gannon, Klein, religious 
grand marshal Sr. O’Leary and James McQuade enjoyed a hearty breakfast be-
fore the parade. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Grand marshal Woods, Sr. O’Leary, Klein, Sr. Peggy Gannon and James Mc-
Quade were ready to march in this year’s parade. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Religious grand marshals Sr. Peggy Gannon (front, 4th from l), Sr. Betty McLaughlin (front, c) and Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary (front, 3rd from r) with members of Dominican 
Sisters of Sparkill. Photo by Laura Stone

Prior to this year’s 19 annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade, local elected offi cials attended a Mass on Sunday, March 12 and afterwards served breakfast in Fr. Albert Hall 
of St. Benedict’s Church. The breakfast is sponsored by James McQuade. This year’s grand marshal Derek Woods, religious grand marshals Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary, 
Sr. Peggy Gannon and Sr. Betty McLaughlin of the Dominican Sisters of Sparkill and the families of honorary grand marshals Margaret Albin; Patrick Boyle; Veronica 
Christensen; Mary Fitzsimons; Teresa Fitzsimons; Eleanor Kelly; Arleen Knapp; Mary McEnery; Jack Mullane; Jack O’Connor; Kathy O’Sullivan; John Quinn; Sal Randazzo; 
Dennis Raftery, Jr.; Daniel Smith; John Steel and Barbara Wynne were introduced at the time honored  event.

Electeds serve breakfast before St. Pat’s Parade
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

The U.S. Department of 
Education has awarded a $1.8 
million, fi ve-year grant to the 
Bronx Institute at Lehman 
College. The funds will sup-
port Project ALPHA (Aca-
demic Language Produces 
Higher Achievement), a new 
program that provides profes-
sional development to teach-
ers in the fi eld of English lan-
guage instruction.

According to the NYC De-
partment of Education, more 

than 26 percent of all Bronx 
K-12 students, approximately 
40,000 students are English 
Language Learners (ELLs)—
children who are not profi -
cient in English and speak 
another language at home. In 
New York City, 62 percent of 
all ELL students speak Span-
ish, but in the Bronx that num-
ber increases to 85 percent.  

Using a cohort-based model, 
Project ALPHA recruits doz-
ens of certifi ed teachers in 

Bronx public schools, devel-
oping a network of support. 
This month, the program ad-
mitted its fi rst cohort, 30 new 
public school teachers as non-
degree students. Each teacher 
is able to earn credits toward 
either a Masters of Science 
in Education (MSEd); an ad-
vanced certifi cate for Teach-
ers of English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (TESOL); or 
advanced certifi cate for bilin-
gual extension.

Lehman College receives ProjectALPHA funds
Project ALPHA develops 

effective instructional strate-
gies in order to help English 
learners stay in school, gain 
academic content and literacy 
skills, and graduate from high 
school and enter college; some 
of those instructional strat-
egies include: teaching aca-
demic vocabulary intensively 
using a variety of instructional 
activities as an alternative to 
rote learning; providing small 
group instructional interven-

tion to students struggling in 
areas of literacy; and English 
language development.

The $1.8 million grant will 
provide for the education of 
150 students during the next 
fi ve years, or about 30 students 
per year. The second cohort of 
30 students will begin the pro-
gram in September 2017. Cur-
rently, all the students are 
public school teachers, but pa-
rochial school teachers can 
also be accepted.

Congratulations, you’re 
going to have a baby! 
Would you like to 

know if, 50 years or so down 
the line, he or she might de-
velop colon cancer? And by 
the way, the baby may also 
have a slightly increased 
risk of Alzheimer’s. Would 
you like to know about that, 
too? Oh, and how about the 
odds of acne?

Aieee! These are not the 
questions any of us have 
ever had to answer — till 
now. Thanks to an ever-ex-
panding arsenal of genetic 
testing, sometimes at birth, 
sometimes in utero, and 
sometimes even before the 
baby is conceived (that is, by 
testing the potential parents 
for genetic abnormalities), 
new dilemmas are headed to 
a pregnancy near you.

The genetic tests being 
developed today are “revolu-
tionizing what we can know 
about babies, and how we 
perceive and treat and pre-
vent disease,” says Bonnie 
Rochman, the former health 
reporter at Time magazine 
and author of the new book, 
“The Gene Machine: How 
Genetic Technologies Are 
Changing the Way We Have 
Kids — and the Kids We 

Have.” 
Back in 1971, when Bonnie 

was an embryo, all her mom 
knew was that a baby was going 
to appear in about nine months. 
No one could test the gender, 
much less any genetic anoma-
lies.

But today, I have two sons 
who were tested back when they 
were eight-cell embryos for a ge-
netic mutation they had a 50 per-
cent chance of inheriting: Mar-
fan syndrome. It is a disease my 
husband has, which can cause 
things like blindness and heart 
trouble. Thanks to Yale geneti-
cist Dr. Petros Tsipouras, who 
located the gene and then fi g-
ured out how to test for it even 
while our kids were still in test 
tubes, we “engineered” the Mar-
fan syndrome out of them.

This was not an easy or 
cheap process, but we are very 
grateful for the results — our 
Marfan’s-free sons.

But today, 20 years later, 
genetic testing is even more 
widely available, for far more 
issues, and it is this expanding 
universe that Rochman dives 
into.

“How much information 
do we want to know?” asks 
Rochman. 

That’s the heart of the mat-
ter. We already routinely test ba-

bies for certain diseases, “some 
of which may quickly prove 
fatal if not detected,” she says. 
Early detection leads to early 
intervention and “there’s little 
question that newborn screen-
ing has saved countless lives.”

But now, if a new test shows 
that a baby has a slightly el-
evated chance of developing, 
say, schizophrenia, is that some-
thing parents would want to be 
aware of? Or would it simply 
make them worried? One mom 
Rochman interviewed in her 
book had a prenatal test where 
the doctor announced he’d 
found something abnormal, but 
added, “We don’t know what it’s 
going to mean.”

So the woman had new infor-
mation — something was “off” 
— but no clue how seriously it 
would affect her child’s life.

“This is going to happen 
more and more,” says Rochman, 
as science develops tests “so sen-
sitive they can uncover informa-
tion no one fully understands.”

That is precisely the issue 
Dr. Tsipouras, our geneticist, is 
working on now, as the head of a 
new company called Plumcare. 
The company will be sequenc-
ing newborns’ genomes, but 
he realizes a full-blown report 
is not something everyone is 
ready for. 

“My mother would say, ‘Don’t 
interfere with God’s plan.’ My 
wife would say, ‘What can I do 
with this information?’ ” says 
the doctor. 

But younger people, he be-
lieves, are more comfortable 
handling and assessing infor-
mation. And frankly, they’re the 
ones doing the reproducing.

So his company is develop-
ing a rubric of when and what 
information to share. The ques-
tions that must be answered be-
fore passing on any info are:

• Is this information rel-

evant to you, specifi cally? For 
instance, if a baby has a genetic 
variation, but it is one shared 
by his completely healthy dad, 

uncle, and grandpa, it prob-
ably won’t have any ill ef-
fects. 

• What are the odds? If 
seven out of 10 people with 
this genetic variation get se-
riously ill by age fi ve, that’s 
quite different from nine 
out of 10 living to a ripe old 
age. The odds must be taken 
into account.

• When and how will 

this change affect the 

child? Is it in 10 years — or 
70? Will it pack a wallop or 
is it often mild? 

The idea is not to freak 
parents out. It is to alert 
them to problems before 
they occur, rather than re-
acting to them once they 
appear. Medically, it means 
we’re moving from curing 
diseases to prevention via 
prediction. 

“When we talk about 
the info tech revolution, 
this is the next stage,” says 
Rochman: Using deep data 
to understand and change 
our DNA destiny. “And, she 
adds, “we’re only at the be-
ginning.”

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com. 

Oh, baby! Now we can tell if our kid will have acne! 

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
Keep the dues coming in.
The next post meeting is 

Saturday, April 1, at 1 p.m. 
Try to make it.

For all you 77th Infantry 
Division Vets, there will be 
a 100th Anniversary Recog-
nition Program at Ft. Dix, 
NJ. This is hosted by the 77th 
Sustainment Brigade. Any 
vet who wants to attend can 
call Col. Ivan Cornielle at 

(917) 674-0933 for further info. 
There will be car pools leav-
ing Ft. Totten and returning 
in the afternoon.

We are still collecting ser-
viceable used clothing for the 
vets. These donations will be 
headed to the facility at Com-
monwealth Avenue. The VA 
is it’s infi nite wisdom is now 
requesting new, still in the 
package clothing. Common-
wealth Avenue does not re-
quire this.

Therefore, It’s Common-
wealth. This facility is an 
SRO for vets.

We are still collecting eye 
glasses, cell phones and hear-
ing aids for the vets.

We here at the Post are 
still looking for new mem-
bers, so if you know a Vet ask 
him or her to join. Just that 
simple.

Short column this week.
Trivia Time

Lt. Joe Petrosino was 
killed in Italy on March 12, 
1909.

On the same date in 1933, 
F.D.R. Held his fi rst ‘Fireside 
Chat.’

‘Uncle Sam’ debuts as a 

cartoon on March 13, 1852.
On March 16, 1802, West 

Point Academy opened.
On the same date in 1968, 

the ‘My Lai Massacre’  hap-
pened with Lt. William Cal-
ley Jr. left to hang out to dry.

March 18, 1970, saw the 
Great Postal Strike. I was 
called up to sort mail. Did a 
hell of a job too.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.
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METHODIST BUS SHUTTLES DURING STORM

Thanks to the newly acquired shuttle bus for patients and their families, Methodist Home 
for Nursing and Rehabilitation staff were able to get to work and care for residents during 
Winter Storm Stella on Tuesday, March 14.The 2016 Chevy Turtle Top which accommodates 12 
passengers and three wheelchairs, picked up and returned staff to their homes throughout 
the day.                                            Photo by Lourdes Santacruz

DISTRICT SPELLING BEE A SUCCESS

(Above) Senator Diaz (l) and Assemblyman Sepulveda awarded Sophia Hughes a certifi -
cate of achievement for this year’s spelling bee.                             Photo by Bob Kappstatter

Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda and Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.’s annual district spelling was a 
major S-U-C-C-E-S-S on Saturday, March 11 at Stevenson High School. The academic celebra-
tion featured the top winner from each grade receiving $500 in cash and $500 for the 529 
NYS College Savings Fund and trophies. All participants received congratulatory certifi -
cates. The spelling bee was made possible through the support of Affi nity Healthcare Plan, 
Parkchester Medical, Khan’s Tutorial, the United Federation of Teachers and Democrats for 
Educational Reform.

(Above) Roberta Gjonaj (l) and her husband, Assemblyman Gjonaj, congratulated (l-r) 
honorees Monica Major, Nora Feury, Norma Lopez-Vargas, Mimoza Dajci and Yvette Arm-
stong on their success. Photo by Miriam Quin

In honor of Women’s History Month, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj formally recognized a few 
local women leading the Bronx to a better tomorrow on Saturday, March 18 at F&J Pine 
Restaurant. This year’s Women of Distinction honorees included Monica Major, director of 
Education and Youth for Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Norma Lopez, Bronx Park East 
Community Association executive board member; Nora Furey, Community Board 7 secre-
tary; Mimoza Dajci, Albanian American Women Hope and Peace Organization founder and 
Yvette Armstrong, attorney and community activist.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH HONORS

HUNTINGTON FREE LIBRARY HOSTS 
RED MONKEY THEATER GROUP

The Huntington Free Library hosted the Red Monkey Theater Group’s production of William 
Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ on Sunday, March 12 directed by Tal Aviezer. The 
powerful new dramatization of Shakespeare’s comedy of love, wit, deception, revenge and 
redemption was a hit with Bronxites. (Above, l-r) Jessica Rodwick’s ‘Beatrice’, Tal Aviezer’s 
‘Benedick’ and Cameron Blair’s ‘Claudio’ re-enacted an iconic scene from Shakespeare’s 
classic tale with a contemporary twist. Photo by Edward C. Casey

OFFICIALS CALL FOR SLA ENFORCEMENT

Assemblyman Sepulveda (front c) announced legislation forcing the State Liquor Authority 
to enforce retail beer sales equally at small bodega owners and Big Box stores. 
 Photo by Bob Kappstatter

Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda joined Senator Marisol Alcantara and Councilman Ydanis Ro-
driguez to rally Bodega Association owners against unequal enforcement of liquor laws 
by State Liquor Association on the steps of City Hall on Thursday, March 16. The legislation 
follows an investigative report that discovered unfair practices and subsequent continued 
special treatment of big box stores over local small businesses.
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On Saturday, March 25, 
Community Board 6 and the 
relatives and friends of the vic-
tims of the 1990 Happy Land 
Social Club fi re will commem-
orate the 27th anniversary of 
that tragic event, which took 
the lives of 87 people.  

The community board will 
keep the memory alive by re-
membering those who died as 
well as the impact it had on 
the community.  

There will be a Mass 
at Saint Thomas Aquinas 
Church, located at 1900 Cro-
tona Parkway, at 4 p.m.. There 
will be a procession from Saint 
Thomas Aquinas Church to-
wards the monument at East 
Tremont Avenue, between 
Southern Boulevard and Cro-
tona Parkway, for a rosary 
and candlelight vigil.

The Happy Land Social 
Club fi re was the largest mass 

murder to occur in New York 
City, second only to the 9/11 
terrorist attacks.  Eighty-seven 
individuals lost their lives 
when Julio Gonzalez, who had 
been evicted from the club 
earlier after fi ghting with his 
girlfriend, poured and ignited 
gasoline at the entrance of the 
club.  With the club’s windows 
and other means of egress 
barricaded, and no sprinkler 
system available, the individ-

CB 6 to observe 27th anniversary of Happy Land fi re
uals inside had no hope for 
escape. To its credit, the city 
shortly thereafter formed the 
Club Task Force (now known 
as the Multi-Agency Response 
to Community Hotspots, or 
MARCH Operation).

A monument was erected in 
1995 directly across the street 
from the site of the fi re, which 
bears the victims’ names. 
There, family members and 
friends visit and place fl owers 

on special occasions such as 
birthdays, holidays and anni-
versaries. The street in front 
of the monument has been re-
named Ochenta y Siete Boule-
vard.   

Additional information 
about the Happy Land memo-
rial may be obtained by con-
tacting the community board’s 
district offi ce at (718) 579-6990 
or by email at bronxcb6@
bronxcb6.org.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
The storm turned the en-

tire two weeks upside down. 
No shame in admitting it. It’s 
apart of life. We deal with it 
and move on.

We rescheduled Paint 
Night due to the snow storm 
to Wefnesday, March 22.

Lost a few days collecting 
for the anniversary ads and 
tickets. As well as selling 
tickets for the WrestleMania 
Party Sunday,  April 2. But 
doing much better with jour-
nal ads and sales than last 
year. 

Thanks to our dedicated 
volunteers we are still in 
good shape and projects are 
moving along.

If you want to place an ad 
in our journal or pick up tick-
ets to one of our events please 
stop by the offi ce at 930 Aller-

ton Avenue, Bronx, NY 10469. 
You can even visit just to 
share a concern or thought.

But if you tried to reach 
out to us and we failed to re-
spond, please forgive us and 
we will respond as soon as 
we can. And do no hesitate to 
send us a reminder or follow 
up. It does not stress us out 
to hear from you a few extra 
times.

Want to thank the offi -
cers of the 49th Precinct who 
joined us to paint gates after 
our last meeting. We started 
at 9 p.m. and cleaned the 
few store gates that had un-
wanted grafi tti. Thank you 
John Marano for contribut-
ing the paint and a few extra 
supplies.

Thank you DSNY for the 
extra clean up along Allerton 
and removing the snow. This 

helps a lot with traffi c and we 
ask our residents to please 
cooperate with the trucks so 
we can remove as much snow 
as possible.

And we need for all of us 
to do our part. Unwanted 
stickers or grafi tti in or on 
your property, take care of it 
quickly so it does not multi-
ply. Pick up trash and main-
tain your surroundings.

It may seem like it takes so 
much effort to care a little bit 
more. We know the sentiment 
when you feel like you’re the 
only one giving a damn. But 

stick to it. 
Know you are not alone 

and we are making a differ-
ence. This is a great com-
munity and there are people 
who care.

Condolences to Janice 
Walcott and her family. And 
to Bernadette Ferrara and 
her family.  Janice who is 
community leader of the 
Coops and Bernadette who 
is community leader of Van 
Nest both lost their mothers 
this month. We are keeping 
you in our hearts and wish 
you strength during this dif-
fi cult time.

Get well soon Sal Farenga 
who underwent surgery  this 
month. We hope you continue 
to heal and look forward to 
having you back on Allerton 
soon.

Saturday, May 6 Baby to 

Bee Expo Hosted by MAS 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. we hope to 
spark someone’s interest to 
open a Baby Store here in Al-
lerton. It is well needed and 
hopefully we can acquire one 
soon. Anyone reading this 
interested in this venture, 
let us know. It would be very 
much welcomed.

Saturday, June 24 is the 
Annual International Food 
Festival. Mark your calen-
dar and be prepared to have 
a great time.

And don’t forget Easter 
Bunny at the Sanz is Sat-
urday, April 15. Take your 
photo with the bunny and 
color some eggs. This is al-
ways a lot of fun.

Lots going on in Allerton. 
Come join us and help our 
community grow. Your com-
munity is your business.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our next meeting will be on 

Tuesday, March 28 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the First Lutheran Church 
on Hollywood and Baisley av-
enues.  Our guest speaker is 
John Cerini, the Bronx Tax 
Man.  He will be speaking 
about all types of insurance, 
taxes and especially how you 
can contest the tax assessment 
on your home.

You may have noticed that 
the assessment on your house 
went up quite a bit.  As you 
may have experienced in the 
past, when your assessment 
goes up your taxes usually fol-
low.  There is a way to tell the 
city that you do not agree with 

the assessment.  John will be 
speaking about the procedure 
that must be followed to do 
this.

By now you probably know 
that we have a new captain at 
the 45th Precinct.  We have 
asked Captain Ghonz to stop 
by to meet us.  Hopefully, his 
schedule will allow him to do 
this.

Niko Kritikos will also be 
there to update us on the new 
civilian observation patrol 
that will be called Community 
On Patrol.  You can get more 
information on their Facebook 
groups called ‘Community On 
Patrol’ and also ‘45th Precinct 
Eyes and Ears of the Streets’.  

It is a great community watch 
group and you should be in-
formed about all of the great 
programs that they are insti-
tuting.

To celebrate the begin-
ning of spring and the end of 
the snow, we will have some 
spring giveaways.  We hope to 
see you on the 28th.

The Defi ant Girl

If you have been watch-

ing the news, you will have 
learned that there is a statue 
of a young girl with her hands 
on her hips in defi ance.  She is 
facing the statue of the bull on 
Wall Street.  The statue was 
put there temporarily but now 
some politicians are asking 
that she remain.  It seems that 
they feel that she is sending a 
positive message to girls and 
women.

I must say that I whole-
heartedly disagree.  We have 
too much defi ance in the world 
today and the message being 
sent is not a positive one for 
either gender.  It has been my 
experience that defi ance is 
destructive and certainly not 

something to aspire to.
Inspiring females to be de-

fi ant will not send them up 
the ladder.  It will send them 
out the door.  We need to in-
spire girls and women as well 
as boys and men to take their 
hands off of their hips in de-
fi ance and extend them out 
in unity with the hope of cre-
ating a consensus so that all 
may be successful.

In order for us, as human 
beings, to be successful, we 
must stop separating ourselves 
as women or men, black or 
white, gay or straight and start 
seeing ourselves as human be-
ings who need to start working 
together as just people.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
First off, condolences to 

our friend and past post com-
mander Tony Ferrara and 
family on the passing of mom 
Doris.

We also have Dee Stoltz re-
covering. We hope she is up 
and about and dancing soon 
and we thank her for all of her 

service with the post auxil-
iary unit.

Notice: we will not have a 
3rd Sunday meeting in April 
due to the observance of Eas-
ter.  Our meeting will be on 
the 4th Sunday instead, regu-
lar time, at American Turn-
ers.

Keep in touch (fl ip the 
page) with our 2nd VC Gene 
DeFrancis and all the great 

community activities the Al-
lerton Avenue International 
Merchant’s Association. will 
be doing in the community.  
Legionnaires in action. Also, 
the golf carts to transport 
patients from the big park-
ing lot up to the VA hospital 
entrance have been deliv-
ered. Ceremony is Thursday, 

May 25, 1 p.m., at VA. You go 
Gene.

Another shipment of Sup-
port the Troops boxes have 
been shipped to units over-
seas.

Until next time: See the 
good that can be accomplished 
when we don’t give up.  You go 
Korony Post.
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COUNCILMAN ANDY KING DELIVERS
STATE OF THE DISTRICT ADDRESS

(Above) Councilman King (3rd from r) applauded this year’s Women’s History Month hon-
orees. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

Councilman Andy King delivered his fourth State of the District Address on Sunday, March 
12 before a packed house at the North Bronx Seventh Day Adventist Church. King discussed 
upcoming and future projects for the 12th Council District which include affordable housing 
for working families through a partnership with Habitat for Humanity, the renovation of Ag-
nes Haywood Park, capital funding to local schools, expense funding to community-based 
organizations, funding for NYCHA developments, youth programs and Department of Trans-
portation and Department of Sanitation needs in the district. In honor of Women’s History 
Month, King presented his 2017 ‘Women of Excellence’ Award to Luciel Boles-Wilson, Ursula 
Greene, Hilary Bloomfi eld, Leslie Peterson, Ayris Granby, Maxine Knight, Jevonni Brooks, Gil-
lian Pemberton-Smith, Lisa Hayes, Rose Donna Taylor, Susan Evans, Mary Morton, Rev. Ingrid 
Peart, Sandria Brown, Rev. Naomi Tyler-Lloyd and Delores Walker. A special 12th Council 
District Leadership Award was also presented to District Attorney Darcel Clark. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. led everyone in celebrating the grand opening of Metro 
UrgiCare at 2720 White Plains Road on Wednesday, March 15.The new location is Metro Urgi-
Care’s sixth facility providing care for patients of all ages, offering urgent care, employer 
health services and basic wellness and prevention services. Metro UrgiCare is open week-
days 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and weekends 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

(Above) Borough President Diaz (front, 3rd from r), community and health leaders were 
excited to celebrate Metro UrgiCare’s grand opening. Photo courtesy of Metro UrgiCare

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER HOSTS
WILD WEST CARD PARTY

(Above, l-r) Manhattan Borough President Brewer, Borough President Diaz and David 
DeVaughn held a very informative conference. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. joined Manhattan Borough president Gale Brewer and 
David DeVaughn, City Harvest’s director of policy and community engagement, at the Just 
Food Conference on Monday, March 13 at Columbia University’s Tisch Food Center to discuss 
various issues regarding food, hunger, equity and politics. Diaz touted the importance of 
NYS becoming a part of a nationwide pilot program allowing Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program participants to purchase groceries online, an initiative his offi ce helped 
spearhead. The borough president also discussed efforts to combat ‘food deserts’, promote 
healthier dietary choices, build a sustainable food system for New Yorkers and other local 
food issues.

JUST FOOD CONFERENCE AT COLUMBIA

METRO URGICARE’S GRAND OPENING

(Above) Angelia Dee-
gan (c), St. Francis Xavier 
School principal, and 
student volunteers dis-
played some awesome 
prizes up for grabs at the 
shindig.  
      Photos by Ray Maldonado

The celebratory spirit of the American Wild West was alive and well at St. Francis Xavier 
School’s Wild West Card Party on Thursday, March 16 at Maestro’s Caterers. The shindig 
benefi tting the school featured a southwestern inspired dinner, dessert and an open bar 
for guests to wet their whistle.

(Left, back, l-r) Vol-
unteers Joanne Colitto, 
Donna Mazza, (front 
l-r) Maria Blandiro and 
Jeanette Messina had a 
rootin’ tootin’ good time 
at the Wild West Card 
Party.
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Action

Association

The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce invites you to at-
tend its annual Women of Dis-
tinction Luncheon on Friday, 
March 31, from 11:30 to 2 p.m., 
at Villa Barone Manor, 737 
Throggs Neck Expressway. 
Join om as they honor three 
distinguished trailblazing 
women in labor and business.

This year’s honorees are 
Venecia Fernandez, Offi ce of 
New York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli; Nancy 
Rosario-Rodriguez, assistant 
director of the Center for Edu-
cational Partnership at Ford-
ham University’s Graduate 

Chamber’s Women of Distinction Luncheon
School of Education; and Ta-
mara Rivera, Council repre-
sentative, New York City Dis-
trict Council of Carpenters. 

The keynote speaker will 
be Councilwoman Vanessa 
Gibson and mistress of cer-
emonies is Rhina Valentin, 
host of the Friday edition of 
BronxNet’s OPEN.

The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce will also be honor-
ing female students from high 
schools throughout the Bronx, 
providing scholarships for 
outstanding scholastic perfor-
mance. 

The scholarships are made 

possible through the generous 
sponsors: Con Edison, Metro 
Optics and Hutch Metro Cen-
ter.

Tickets for the luncheon 
are $65 for chamber members; 
$85 for non-members.

Information or to RSVP: 
(718) 828-3900 or events@
bronxchamber.org. 

Your support for the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce allows 
it to provide a variety of pro-
grams and services, including 
workshops and morning and 
evening networking events 
that continue to enhance your 
businesses.

Visit www.bronxchamber.
org for information on this 
event, as well as other Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce events, 
programs and services in your 
area. For additional informa-
tion call (718) 828-3900.

The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce is one of the most 
infl uential, professional and 
successful organizations and 
the voice for 30,000 plus busi-
nesses in Bronx County. Pro-
fessionals and companies 
are drawn to the successful 
companies and active mem-
bers affi liated with the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce. Mem-

bership includes businesses 
ranging from large corpora-
tions, cultural institutions, 
universities and colleges, hos-
pitals and medical centers, 
non-profi ts, and mid-sized to 
small companies.

Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce programs and services 
are made possible with fund-
ing from Senator Jeffrey Klein 
and Councilman Andy King, 
with additional support from 
NYC Small Business Services, 
MWBE, MBE, Bronx H.I.R.E., 
and the US Small Business 
Administration, all of whom 
are promoted at all events.

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto announces that the 
MetroCard Mobile Van will 
visit the Pelham Bay section 
and City Island on Friday, 
March 31.  

The van will be parked at 
the curb in front of the Chase 

MetroCard Mobile Van schedules additional stops
Manhattan Bank offi ce, lo-
cated at 3217 Westchester Av-
enue, between the hours of 
10 a.m. to noon, then in front 
of Trinity Baptist Church, at 
331 City Island Avenue at Bay 
Street, between the hours of 1 
to 3 p.m. 

The MetroCard Mobile Van 
enables:

• Senior citizens 65 years 
of age or older to apply for Re-
duced-Fare MetroCard and re-
ceive a temporary card on the 
spot (Bring proof of age such 
as a Medicare card and valid 

photo identifi cation);
• People with disabilities 

that qualify, and who present a 
Medicare card and valid photo 
ID such as a driver’s license to 
apply for Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card;

• Daily riders to add money 

to their Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card; and

• Everyone to get all Metro-
Card questions answered.

For further information, 
call Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto’s offi ce at (718) 892-
2235 

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
This season’s crop of 

awards shows produced the 
usual political soliloquies 
from the Hollywood crowd.

Since the period, well over 
a half century ago, when Sen-
ator Joe McCarthy harshly 
probed the infl uence of Com-
munism in the United States, 
it has become almost taboo to 
question the loyalty or motiva-
tions of those in the entertain-
ment community who take 
left-wing positions.  Therefore, 
even when sporadic acts that 
raised serious legal questions 
were committed in the subse-
quent decades, there was little 
backlash or repercussions.

One of the more salient 
examples was the deeply dis-
turbing antics committed by 
Jane Fonda during her trip 
to North Vietnam, providing 
moral support for the very 
forces that were concurrently 
killing American troops on 
the battlefi eld.  The question 
wasn’t about support or oppo-
sition for that war; it was the 
provision of comfort to those 
that were fi ghting the U.S.

There have been incidents 
both eyebrow-raising and ri-

diculous.  Dennis Rodman’s 
trip to North Korea and his ca-
vorting with one of the worst 
dictators in existence, Sean 
Penn’s friendly meetings with 
a member of a brutal Mideast 
regime, and the praise pro-
vided by Michael Moore and 
Oliver Stone after their visits 
with Fidel Castro, one of the 
world’s leading sponsors of 
terror and practitioners of re-
pressions within his own na-
tion, are just a sampling.

Lately, something even 
more insidious has occurred. 
Even though China has 
backed off on plans for some 
major purchases of Hollywood 
assets, the infl uence of the Bei-
jing regime continues to grow, 
and it is neither paranoid nor 
inappropriate to examine 
what this means for the inde-
pendence of America’s signa-
ture art form, and whether 
this is leading to a pandering 
by movie personnel, both in 
the boardrooms and in front 
of the cameras, to foreign in-
terests.

The Wall Street Journal re-
cently reported that Chinese 
companies engaged in $4.5 
billion in purchases of Hol-

lywood assets. “The new dy-
namic highlights Hollywood’s 
dependence on China, where 
the slightest change in state 
policy has ripple effects across 
the entertainment industry. 
China’s deep pockets have be-
come a frequent topic of specu-
lation and intrigue among en-
tertainment executives, some 
of whom see the country as 
full of prospective buyers will-
ing to pay high premiums for 
fl ashy Hollywood holdings.”

Some of China’s infl uence 
has been very overt.  Several 
years ago, a remake of the 
cult classic “Red Dawn” was 
originally scripted to portray 
China as the villain.  Beijing 
cracked its fi nancial whip, 
and another nation was sub-
stituted.

An NBC Today review 
notes that “If you go to a movie 
theater right now, there’s a 
pretty good chance that the 

fi lm you see will have been 
partially fi nanced in China.” 
Correspondent Ronan Far-
row outlined how that infl u-
ences the scripts of the movies 
Americans watch.

To understand how China’s 
investment provides infl uence 
for the Beijing government, it 
must be understood that Chi-
nese companies are subservi-
ent to and work diligently for 
China’s foreign policy. That, 
however, is only part of the 
story.  The appetite for fi lms 
in China’s largest-in-the world 
population is vast, and even 
those Hollywood studies not fi -
nancially dependent on China 
have a signifi cant fi nancial 
interest in producing movies 
that appeal to their worldview, 
even if that is detrimental to 
American interests.

Politico provides another 
example of the interrelation-
ship between Chinese compa-
nies buying major stakes in 
Hollywood and Beijing’s po-
litical goals. Dalian Wanda is 
a Chinese fi rm that has inti-
mate ties to the Chinese Com-
munist Party, and it is intent 
on making major purchases of 
Hollywood assets.

Politico asks “For Ameri-
can moviegoers, the peril lies 
in the unseen. Would a war 
movie called South China Sea 
ever play in one of Wanda’s 
theaters? What about an ac-
tion fl ick with a Chinese vil-
lain?…When you control the 
movie experience, you can 
subtly infl uence public opin-
ion. And the Chinese gov-
ernment — Wanda’s staunch 
supporter — has been trans-
parent about that goal. The 
Communist Party has banned 
or currently bans thousands 
of books deemed controver-
sial. It heavily censors the In-
ternet, while Facebook and 
Twitter remain prohibited in 
China — one of the reasons 
Freedom House ranked it a 
more restrictive society than 
Iran and Saudi Arabia.”

With all that money and 
infl uence in the minds of Hol-
lywood’s moguls, don’t expect 
to hear many  patriotic state-
ments on those award shows 
anytime soon.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our affi liated 
radio broadcasts at usagovpol-
icy.com. 

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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CARINDAL SPELLMAN HIGH SCHOOL 
REHEARSES FOR PRODUCTION OF GREASE

(Above) The Cardinal’s Players dressed to impress as members of the T-Birds and the 
Pink Ladies. Photo courtesy of Cardinal Spellman High School

Cardinal Spellman High School students practiced during a recent rehearsal for their pro-
duction of ‘Grease’ in the school’s auditorium. Since October, the young actors and ac-
tresses have been preparing for opening night. The Cardinal’s Players will present the play 
on Friday, March 31 and Saturday, April 1 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, April 2 at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
available for purchase at www.cardinalspellman.org. For more information, email playtick-
ets@cardinalspellman.org.

(Above. l-r) Bharati Kemraj; bishops Angelo and Nancy Rosario; Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr.; District Attorney Darcel Clark; Bronx Clergy Task Force chief of staff Charles 
Oruam; Councilman Andy King and Human Rights commissioner Carmelyn Malalis. 
 Photo courtesy of Bharati Kemraj

The Bronx Clergy Task Force celebrated its second annual Peace and Health Interfaith 
Breakfast on Thursday, March 16 in Co-op City. Over 300 attendees enjoyed the event which 
featured prayers, recognition of growing faiths in our local communities, Bollywood dance 
performance, prayer dance, confi dential Hepatitis C and HIV testing and state-of-the-art 
cardiac testing.  

PEACE AND HEALTH INTERFAITH BREAKFAST

NEBSC CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK’S DAY

The Northeast Bronx Senior Center celebrated St. Patrick’s Day through song and friendship 
on Friday, March 17 at 2969 Otis Avenue.                                                    Photo by Ray Maldonado

(Above) Councilman Salamanca (c) presented a hefty ceremonial check to ArchCare. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Council members Rafael Salamanca and Annabel Palma and ArchCare staff recently cele-
brated the unveiling of ArchCare’s St. Vincent de Paul Residences’s renovated rehabilitative 
rooms made possible by funding from Councilman Salamanca. Salamanca allocated $23,000 
to be used for short-term rehabilitative programming which includes a mock kitchen help-
ing seniors regain their independence. The residence announced it would name the room 
after Salamanca in recognition of the funding he secured.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL RESIDENCES UNVEILED

A NEW HERD OF BISON IS NOW ON EXHIBIT AT THE BRONX ZOO
In November, the zoo received a gift of eight genetically pure American bison from the Fort 
Peck Assiniboine and Sioux tribes.  The seven female and one male bison are from the Yel-
lowstone National Park bloodline, which are among the few pure herds remaining. The vast 
majority of present-day bison have small amounts of domestic cattle genes, a refl ection of 
past interbreeding efforts when western ranchers tried to create a hardier breed of cattle.  
The historic transfer will further the Bronx Zoo’s long history of facilitating bison conserva-
tion projects in the western U.S., and marks the fi rst time bison have been transferred by 
a tribe to a zoo. Tribal leaders the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux tribes visited the zoo on 
November 18th and conducted a sacred pipe ceremony, blessing the bison that were trans-
ferred from Fort Peck pastures in Montana.  A pipe ceremony—part of a long tradition to 
seal a partnership between people groups—celebrated the relationships between Fort Peck 
Tribes and WCS and honored the gift of the bison provided to the Bronx Zoo.     
               Photo courtesy Julie Larsen Maher © WCS
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WINTER STORM STELLA ROLLS INTO THE BOROUGH

Bronxites braved frigid temperatures and icy conditions during Winter Storm Stella on Tuesday, March 14. Some residents enjoyed a much needed snow day while others were hard at work 
digging out from the ten inches dumped by the season’s biggest blizzard. 

(Above) Some Bedford Park residents braved the cold walking their snow covered neighborhood. Photo by Miriam Quin

Exit Realty Group members helped Bronxites dig out from last Tuesday’s blizzard. 
 Photo courtesy of Exit Realty Group

Winter Storm Stella transformed Crosby and Westchester avenues into a winter wonderland.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Marco Cortes (l) and Reginaldo Vera guided sled rider Nathaly Vera after fi nishing some 
grocery shopping on Crosby Avenue. Photo by Edwin Soto
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Wave Hill concert features Amy Burton and John Musto
Upcoming Wave Hill highlights in-

clude:
Saturday, April 1; Sunday, April 

2: Family Art Project: Organic Colla-
graph Collections: Work with Glyn-
dor Gallery Winter Workspace artist 
Michael Kelly Williams to create your 
own printing plate by collaging origi-
nal abstract designs and your own or-
ganic forms made with cardboard and 
found synthetic and natural materials. 
Ink up your collage and make a colla-
graph series. 

Saturday, April 1; Sunday, April 2: 
Garden Highlights Walk: Join in for 
an hour-long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. 

Sunday, April 2: Pre-Concert Tea: 
Enjoy Afternoon Tea in the Mark 
Twain Room prior to concert in Ar-
mor Hall. The Café at Wave Hill pairs 
a classic menu with an assortment of 
green, black and herbal teas. This tra-
ditional tea service includes the four 

classic elements of savory, scones, 
sweets and tea. The menu, presented 
by Great Performances, includes an 
array of tea sandwiches, scones and 
bite-sized desserts. Afternoon Tea also 
includes a glass of sparkling wine. 

Sunday, April 2: Concert: Amy 
Burton & John Musto: Dynamic hus-
band-and-wife duo soprano Amy Bur-
ton and composer/pianist John Musto 
combine forces for a lively program 
of popular songs. Performance high-
lights for the duo include the cabaret 
room at New York’s Café Sabarsky and 
the Songfest Festival in Los Angeles. 
The artists’ songbook CD, Got a Little 
Rhythm, is available on the Bridge Re-
cords label. . Burton has sung with the 
Metropolitan Opera, New York City 
Opera and at the White House. Musto 
has written four operas which have 
been performed at Wolf Trap Opera, 
Boston Lyric Opera, the Glimmerglass 
Festival and the Moab Music Festival. 

At Wave Hill, together they traverse 
the American Songbook, including “I 
Love Paris in the Springtime,” “Some-
where” and “The Man I Love”. 

Performances begin at 2 p.m. and 

last approximately one hour with no 
intermission. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

Sunday, April 2 concert at Wave Hill will highlight Amy Burton and John Musto.        
                                         Photo courtesy of Emily Blair
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Doris Roberts, of Everybody Loves Raymond, a local gal
When you see the name 

Doris Roberts, the first thing 
that comes to mind is Ma-
rie Barone, Ray’s meddling 
mother, on the hit show “Ev-
erybody Loves Raymond.” 

The series ran from 1996 
to 2005 and although she was 
supposed to be just a sup-
porting character, to many 
viewers she was the star of 
the show. Roberts played 
the doting Italian housewife 
who spent much of her life in 
the kitchen or next door at 
her son’s house. They were 
the two main ingredients 
that made the show a big hit 
and garnered four of the five 
Emmys received by Roberts. 
The other was for her por-
trayal of a homeless woman 
on ‘St. Elsewhere.’

She was in far too many 
movies and television shows 
to enumerate them all here 
but among my favorites 
is Chevy Chase’s “Christ-
mas Vacation.”  She played 
the part of Frances Smith 
in that 1989 flick.  She also 
played Jessie, the mayor’s 
wife, in “The Taking of Pel-
ham One Two Three” and I 
mention that film for its ob-
vious Bronx connection. 

She did love to cook and 
even co-authored a cook-
book. She is a fine actress 
and if you recall the episode 
of “Everybody Loves Ray-
mond” where she took the 
whole family to Italy to visit 
her family, her dialogue was 
incredible. You would swear 
she spoke Italian all her life. 
But, Italian she was not. She 
was raised by her mother 
and grandparents in the typ-
ical Jewish household here 
in the Bronx where cream 
cheese and lox was far more 
likely to be served than lasa-
gna. 

Roberts was born on No-
vember 4, 1930 in St. Louis, 
Missouri but her father de-
serted the family so her 
mother, Ann Melzer, took 
her to the Bronx where they 
moved in with her mother 
who helped raise Doris in 
the Jewish faith. Her mother 
married Chester H. Roberts 
and Doris took her stepfa-
ther’s last name. 

Her parents ran the Z.L. 
Rosenfield Agency which 
was a stenographic service 
that catered to the entertain-
ment industry. It was, there-
fore, no mystery how Doris 
ended up in show business. 

We should all be grateful 
that she chose acting over 
stenography or there would 
be one less star on Holly-
wood’s Walk of Fame. Her 
pink terrazzo and brass star 
was unveiled on February 
10, 2003 in front of 7001 Hol-
lywood Boulevard. I haven’t 
been to the Walk of Fame 
since 1967 at which time 
there were far fewer stars 
than exist today. 

The first permanent star 
was installed on March 28, 
1960 to honor director Stan-
ley Kramer. Today there are 
about 2466 stars each weigh-
ing almost 300 pounds and 
about 10 million people now 
visit the site each year gen-
erally starting at Grauman’s 
Chinese Theatre at 6935 Hol-

lywood Boulevard. 
By the way, every now 

and then someone decides to 
vandalize or even remove a 
star from the Walk of Fame. 
Oddly, some star thieves 
have actually been success-
ful and the stolen stars had 
to be replaced. It’s somewhat 

more difficult today, how-
ever, as closed circuit tele-
vision cameras have been 
installed to deter thieves. 
Thankfully, Doris Roberts’ 
star is quite safe. Perhaps 
there’s something in our 
Bronx water that helps to 
produce such great stars.

DORIS ROBERTS

REPRINTED FROM 5/31/2012
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Cardinal Hayes High School 
will produce a Cardinal’s Players’ 
production of Bye Bye Birdie on 
Friday, April 7; Saturday, April 8; 
and Sunday, April 9. The event will 
take place in Cardinal Hayes’ Regis 
Philbin Auditorium and builds on 
the success of a previous production 
of Grease last year. The play is be-
ing produced by the school’s presi-
dent Fr. Joseph P. Tierney. Tickets 
are $10. To purchase tickets, contact 
Mrs. Aquino at (718) 292-6100, ext. 
112.

* * *

Butler Nursery School, located 
at 100 Underhill Street in Yonkers, 
will be holding a Spring Fair on Sat-
urday, April 1 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on the school’s grounds. There will 
be activities for children including 
face painting, cupcake decorating, 
crafts such as sand art; a bouncy 
castle, and games. There will also be 
a bake sale, vendor and craft tables, 
raffle gift baskets for adults and 
children; a cash raffle with a $500 
prize, and food and refreshments at 
the Spring Fair. Admission is free. 

Tickets can be purchased at the door 
for games and various activities. 
The event is rain or shine.  

Butler Nursery School, a pro-
gram of St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Tuckahoe, welcomes children 2 to 
4 years old and provides a curricu-
lum designed to stimulate a child’s 
growth and curiosity, and enhance 
mental and physical development. 
The school is located on the grounds 
of St. John’s Tuckahoe Episcopal 
Church. Butler Nursery School also 
offers a summer camp program.

For more information about the 
Spring Fair or to learn more about 
Butler Nursery School, visit www.
ButlerNurserySchool.org or call 
(914) 779-7449.

* * *

The Addams Family will be per-
ormed at Preston High School, 
2780 Schurz Avenue,  from  Thurs-
day, March 30 to Saturday, April 1, at 
7 p.m. and Sunday, April 2, at 2 p.m.  
Tickets cost $15 at the door (senior 
citizens $10.  

Call (718) 863-9134 ext. 600 for 
tickets.  

Bye Bye Birdie at Hayes; 
Butler Nursery Fair; 

Addams Family at Preston 

KZA Realty Group Inc. an-
nounced three real estate trans-
actions in which owner Kathy 
Zamechansky, Gina Watson, and Al-
fons Shkoza represented the owners 
and lessees.

Zamechansky represented the 
lessee, Angel Espinal, and the 
owner, North Central Bronx Real 
Estate LLC, in the $203,870 fi ve-year 
lease of a 1,650-square-foot space at 
2959 Webster Avenue. The space will 
serve as a new bakery to the area.

Watson represented the les-
see, Concourse Animal Hospi-
tal, in the fi ve-year $241,926 lease 
of a 1,600-square-foot space at 66 
Westchester Square. Along with 

Watson, Zamechansky represented 
the owner, West Square Realty LLC.

Shkoza represented the lessee, 
MAZ Chiropractic, in the over $1.5 
million lease of a 4,191-square-foot 
space at 800 St. Ann’s Avenue. Za-
mechansky and Watson represented 
the owner, Verbena Management 
LLC. MAZ Chiropractic will be one 
of several medical offi ces to come to 
the area, further securing the loca-
tion a future medical destination.

“These deals, with a new bakery 
and two medical facilities making up 
a combined total of over 7,000 square 
feet, will contribute to the continued 
growth of health and commerce in 
the Bronx,” said Zamechansky.

KZA Realty Group announces 
three Bronx transactions

GINA WATSON KATHY ZAMECHANSKY

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
March 31 from 11am-3pm 

JApril 7 from 2pm-6pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED) ONLY:  
April 3rd at 10am SHARP

at 2125 Glebe Ave, Bronx, NY 10462

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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hended by on-duty MTA K9 offi cer Dan 
McCade.

Additional EMS responded to the 
scene and transported the wounded 
EMTs to Jacobi Hospital.

Arroyo was pronounced deceased 
that evening while Williams, in stable 
condition, was released.

Gonzalez was arrested and charged 
with fi rst and second degree murder, 
manslaughter, grand larceny and op-
erating a motor vehicle while impaired 
by drugs.

A NYPD spokesman confi rmed 
Gonzalez has 31 prior arrests including 
criminal possession and sale of mari-
juana, assault, criminal mischief, pub-
lic lewdness and turnstile jumping.

Arroyo, a 14-year veteran and 
mother of fi ve, was employed with 
FDNY EMS Station 26 in Morrisania.

“This is a woman, a mother of fi ve, 
who dedicated her life in serving the 
community. Knowing Yadira was out 
there gave us peace and understand-
ing that the right thing was going to be 
done every single time,” stated captain 
Joseph Jefferson of Station 26. “The 
care and compassion she displayed ev-
ery time she touched a patient it was 
like they were her family. She cannot 
be replaced.”

Arroyo is the eighth FDNY EMS 
member to die in the line of the duty 
and the 1,146th member to make the su-
preme sacrifi ce.

“This is a terrible tragedy and my 
thoughts and prayers are with the en-
tire EMS family as well as Arroyo and 
Williams, their families and friends 

Killed in hijacking;repeat offender runs over ‘First Responder’  
From page 1

Police roped off the intersection Thursday night where Arroyo and William’s damaged am-
bulance crashed following a chaotic scene earlier that evening. Photo by Edwin Soto

during this diffi cult time,” expressed 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

A day after the tragedy, FDNY mem-
bers honored Arroyo with a banner as 
they marched in the NYC St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade in Manhattan.

Arroyo will be waked on Friday, 
March 24 from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Joseph A. Lucchese Funeral Home 
on 726 Morris Park Avenue.

Her funeral Mass is Saturday, 
March 25 at 11 a.m. at St. Nicholas of 
Tolentine Church on 2345 University 
Avenue.

The FDNY Foundation has estab-
lished the ‘EMT Yadira Arroyo’s Chil-
dren’s Fund’. 

If interested in donating, visit www.
fdnyfoundation.org/Donate/.   

FDNY EMT Yadira Arroyo, a 14-year veteran 
and mother of fi ve, was killed in a fatal am-
bulance hijacking last Thursday evening in 
Soundview. Photo courtesy of FDNY

Bronxites paid their respects to slain FDNY EMT Yadira Arroyo at a candlelight vigil on Sun-
day, March 19 on White Plains Road. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

he was murdered.  
Alston was arrested in December 

2014 and charged with conspiracy to 

Two arrested and charged in Stillwell Avenue murder-robbery
From page 1 distribute narcotics and illegal posses-

sion of a fi rearm.
Alston was caught on a wiretap as-

sisting a drug dealer with narcotic 
sales and tipping them off to avoid 

raids, as well as acting as a bodyguard, 
according to his indictment. 

Alston was convicted on drug con-
spiracy and gun charges in federal 
court October 31. 

If convicted on even one of the 
charges, both men could face substan-
tial jail time, or worse. 

Kidnapping conspiracy carries a 
maximum sentence of life in prison; 
kidnapping resulting in death carries 
a maximum sentence of death; rob-
bery conspiracy carries a maximum 
sentence of 20 years in prison and use 
of a fi rearm carries a maximum sen-
tence of life in prison. 

The U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce is also 
seeking to seize any assets acquired by 
the men in the robbery.

Pizarro is also charged with a 
separate count of robbery related to 
a January 2015 robbery of Bishun 
at the same location, which carries 
a maximum sentence of 20 years in 
prison.  

Bishun had served time for felony 
drug traffi cking charges after being 
convicted in 2012. 

His wife maintained the shop while 
he was incarcerated, but has since 
closed its doors permanently.

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
Robert Bushun was abducted from his Mor-
ris Park business last fall, and was found 
dead later than evening. Two men have been 
arrested in connection with the crime. 
 Facebook
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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“It’s always tough to have your season end. But 
I will remember this team for its resiliency and 
the outstanding accomplishments of our three 
seniors.”
STEPHANIE GAITLEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

BY LAURA AMATO
Arturo Sealy didn’t think. 

He just jumped – and hoped. 
The Walton junior guard 

felt the ball land in his hands 
and simply did his best to get 
it through the hoop. He did 
and it landed him a champi-
onship. 

Sealy drained the game-
winning basket as time ex-
pired, lifting the third-seeded 
Wildcats to a 58-57 victory 
over No. 1 Brooklyn Law and 
Tech in the PSAL “A” fi nal at 
Baruch College on March 18. 

“I’m the happiest per-
son on the Earth right now,” 
Sealy said. “I don’t know what 
was going through my mind. 
I just knew I wanted to win 
this game. We were down one 
and I couldn’t really see how 
much time was on the clock, I 
just had to get it up there and 
it went in.”

Sealy’s basket capped of 
an improbable comeback for 
the Wildcats, who trailed by 
17 points at halftime. Walton 

didn’t do much to inspire con-
fi dence in the fi rst half, strug-
gling to fi nd consistency on 
either side of the ball. 

And, going into the break, 
the squad needed a quick 
emotional spark. They got it 
from head coach Eric Swill-
inger. 

“You know the words I 
probably used, and I handed 
them a MetroCard,” Swill-
inger said. “I said, go home. 
If you’re not going to give me 
everything you’ve got, here’s 
your MetroCard. I saw a little 
bit of a click the other way, 
where I knew I had them.”

The Wildcats answered 
the call, opening the third 
quarter with an extra skip 
in their collective step. Wal-
ton made it a fi ve-point game 
heading into the fourth quar-
ter and the squad felt confi -
dent the tide had, offi cially, 
turned. 

Andres Rivera made it a 
one-point game with 1:55 left, 
but Law and Tech refused 

to go down easily. Walter 
Pitt drained a corner three 
and Mikko Johnson added 
two from the line as the Jets 
jumped out to a six-point 
cushion with 28 seconds left. 

Walton never lost confi -
dence – the Wildcats just kept 
taking shots. 

Derek Smith hit a three-
pointer with 17.6 seconds left 
and Rivera followed with a 
layup eight ticks later. And, 
suddenly, Walton had a bit of 
late-game life. 

“I’ve got to admit, I was 
kind of thinking this could 
be it,” Swillinger said. “But 
when Derek hit that prayer 
of a three, a pro-line three, I 
was kind of like, whoop, we’re 
right back into this thing.”

Law and Tech simply 
needed to inbound the ball 
after Rivera’s bucket – likely 
heading to the free throw line 
– but the Jets couldn’t get the 
ball in, turning it over in the 
face of Walton’s tough trap de-
fense. 

The Wildcats knew, in 
that moment, they were go-
ing to win. 

“There was no doubt,” Ri-
vera said. “The basketball 
gods saved our life.”

It wasn’t a perfect fi nal-sec-
ond play. Smith’s three-point 
attempt sailed wide right, 
but Sealy was in perfect posi-
tion to grab the rebound and, 
most importantly, connect on 
the shot. 

The squad advances to the 
NYS Federation Tournament 
in Glens Falls this weekend, 
hoping to clinch another ti-
tle, with maybe just a bit less 
drama. It was a roller coaster 
of emotions for Walton – win-
ning its fi rst city title in 
nearly two decades – but the 
Wildcats are the fi rst to ad-
mit they absolutely enjoyed 
the ride. 

“These are my brothers,” 
Sealy said. “I told them we 
were going to do it today and 
I wanted to keep my promise. 
We did it.”

WILDCATS GRAB WILD
VICTORY IN CITY FINAL

The Walton boys basketball team staged one of the most impressive comebacks in PSAL history on March 18, scoring the game-winning bucket with 
one second left to grab the “A” title. Photo by Robert Cole

WINSTON DINKINS 
PRESIDENT / HEAD COACH
Velocity Track Club (VTC) 

had an awesome weekend!  
On Saturday, March 18th we 
(VTC) were invited to the 
Throgs Neck S.D.A. Church 
Mission, located at 329 Quincy 
Avenue Bronx NY 10465 to Wor-
ship God and to be honored for 
our sacrifi ce we make for our 
youth. The DeMore Family (El-
der Anthony DeMore and his 
wife, Sister Johanina DeMore) 
have two sons which trains 
with Velocity Track Club.  Af-
ter being part of the team for 
6 months, they seem fi rsthand 
the sacrifi ce we make for our 
youth and wanted to honor 
us.  The service was tailored 
just for us and we were truly 
blessed in word and song. 
They had talented singers, 
musicians.  They had story 
telling for the youth and close 
it with a heartfelt sermon!  It 
was great to have the team 
spending time together in a 
spiritual setting at this joy-
ous event!  They honored the 
coaches (Destry Gordon, Ken-
Dall Jackson, Gary Caldwell 
and Winston Dinkins) with 
lovely plagues and encourag-
ing words, they presented the 
coach’s wife (Charlotte Gor-
don, Serena Jackson, Melanie 
Caldwell and Angela Corbin-
Dinkins) with lovely fl owers 
and a thank you card.  They 
also presented certifi cates and 
thank you cards to our entire 
staff (Tanya Ingram, Serena 
Jackson, Renee Parker, Diana 
Kendall and Edith Tolbert). 
After the event, we were serve 
delicious food with drinks. We 
were truly blessed, thank you 
DeMore Family, we truly ap-
preciate everything!   

On Sunday, March 19th, 
Coach Gordon and I (Winston 
Dinkins) attended the USATF 
New York Awards Banquet in 
Ocean Breeze Athletic Com-
plex in Staten Island, NY.  We 
celebrated all the great ath-
letic performances of 2016 and 

Velocity 
Track Club
New York
highlights

Continued on Page 67
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BY LAURA AMATO
Charles Davis looked like he could 

fl y. 
The Fannie Lou Hamer junior took 

off from the post with just seconds left 
on the clock, slamming down a two-
handed dunk and cementing the Pan-
thers’ 61-55 victory over top-seeded 
South Bronx Prep in the PSAL “B” fi -
nal at Baruch College on March 18. 

Davis, who was named the game’s 
MVP, played hero in the waning mo-
ments of regulation, connecting on a 
three-point play just moments earlier 
to give Fannie Lou a late-game lead 
over its inter-borough rival. 

“I just hoped the cameras are fl ow-
ing because it’s so pretty,” said Cou-
gars coach Marc Skelton. “When he’s 
up in the air and it’s just like, some-
body get a picture of this, because he’s 
special.”

It’s the fi rst city title for Fannie Lou 
since 2013, securing a berth to the NYS 
Federation Tournament in Glens Falls 
this weekend. It also felt a bit like re-
venge for the Panthers, whose only 
loss during the regular season came at 
the hands of South Bronx Prep. 

“We like the idea of harpooning the 
whale,” Skelton said. “There’s an issue 
of harpooning the whale is when you 
win a championship and it’s very, very 
diffi cult. Tonight it could have gone 
South Bronx’s way very easily.”

It wasn’t an easy victory for the sec-

ond-seeded Panthers who struggled to 
fi nd a rhythm early in the champion-
ship matchup. Fannie Lou battled foul 
trouble in the fi rst quarter, but found 
a bit of extra energy fueled by sheer 
determination to take down South 
Bronx. 

The Panthers scored the fi nal two 
buckets of the second quarter and went 
into the break down just four points. 

“We knew it was going to be hard, 

we knew we were going to have to work 
for it,” said Davis, who fi nished with 22 
points. “That’s what we did today, we 
played as a team.”

Of course, maintaining that mo-
mentum was diffi cult out of halftime. 
South Bronx Prep opened the third 
quarter on a 14-7 run and set Fannie 
Lou back on its defensive toes. Wil-
liams snapped the Cougars’ scoring 
streak with 3:41 left in the period, how-

ever, and Fannie Lou regrouped on 
both sides of the ball. 

“We expected to win so we just had 
to lock down on defense and do the 
best we can,” Davis said. “The pres-
sure wasn’t on us it was on them.”

The Cougars’ defense was the 
spark that led the team to a victory 
down the stretch. Fannie Lou took 
control on the boards, limiting South 
Bronx Prep to one-and-done posses-
sions and pushing tempo in transition 
– something that didn’t happen in the 
fi rst half. Tyree Frankie Morris gave 
Fannie Lou a two-point cushion with 
1:57 left and Davis wrapped up the 
victory 30 seconds later, scoring fi ve 
quick points, including the game-seal-
ing dunk. 

“We knew we were going to win, 
without a doubt,” Skelton said. “Just 
because of the way we play. There is 
an issue of hero ball versus team ball 
and I have a serious conviction that 
team basketball wins.”

Fannie Lou fi nished at the foul line 
– going 9-10 from the stripe in the fi nal 
30 seconds – and now sets its sights on 
a Federation title. It’s a quick turn-
around, but the squad is confi dent, 
anxious to make a bit more history 
this season. 

“We had all the confi dence in the 
world,” Davis said. “This is what we 
prepared for all year, we had to leave 
it all out on the court.”

Fannie Lou fl ies past South Bronx, books trip to Feds

The Fannie Lou Hamer boys basketball team celebrates after its come-from-behind victory 
over South Bronx Prep in the PSAL “B” championship on March 18. Photo by Robert Cole

BY LAURA AMATO
The Holcombe Rucker girls basket-

ball team proved the old cliche true – 
defense does win championships. 

The top-seeded Lady Mavericks set-
tled in a full-court defensive attack on 
March 18, bouncing back after a less-
than-ideal start to take down Spring-
fi eld Gardens 52-40 in the PSAL “B” 
fi nal at Baruch College. It’s the fi rst-
ever city title for the team. 

“It was magical,” said junior for-
ward Gia Marie Correa. “We really 
played as a team, we communicated 
and we just listened to our coach. 
Whatever coach told us to do, that’s 
what we did.”

The fi rst half was a game of runs 
as Springfi eld Gardens jumped out to 
an early lead in the opening minutes 
of play. The Lady Eagles pushed tempo 
from the opening tip, forcing 11 turn-
overs and grabbing an 11-point cush-
ion after the fi rst quarter. 

“I think they got the fi rst swing on 
us,” said Rucker coach Cortney Lovick. 
“We got punched in the face and we re-
alized we weren’t just going to walk 
in and win this game like every other 
one. We had to be better than them and 
overcome our own emotions.”

The problem, however, for Spring-
fi eld Gardens was maintaining 
that tempo and the Lady Mavericks 
were ready to grab a bit of their own 

rhythm. 
Rucker bounced back in the second 

quarter, forcing their own turnovers 
and taking control as Springfi eld Gar-
dens was plagued with late-half foul 
trouble. The Lady Mavericks went into 
the break facing a fi ve-point defi cit, 
but Rucker was confi dent it had, effec-
tively, turned the tide of the champion-
ship tilt. 

“We had a slow start, but we knew 
that we had to keep our composure,” 
said sophomore Jada Simon. “Coach 
always focuses on defense for us and 
we knew that we just had to follow him 
and keep our head in the game.”

Rucker forced double-digit turn-
overs in the third quarter, frequently 
just grabbing the ball out of the Lady 
Eagles hands and setting themselves 

up for chip shots in front of the hoop. 
The Lady Mavericks didn’t give up 

a single fi eld goal in the period and out-
scored Springfi eld Gardens 10-3 in the 
third quarter alone. The squad gave up 
just 13 total points in the fi nal 16 min-
utes of play. 

“In the second half that’s when we 
all turned everything around, decided 
to communicate and play as a team,” 
Correa said. “We were frustrating 
them.”

Springfi eld Gardens got as close as 
fi ve early in the fourth quarter – go-
ing 2-for-4 from the line after the Lady 
Mavericks were whistled for a per-
sonal and technical foul on the same 
play – but that was as close as the Lady 
Eagles would get. 

Rucker hit key shots down the 
stretch – including a pair of three-
pointers from Traynise Delaney and 
Daquana Harris with just over six 
minutes to play – and the defense kept 
Springfi eld Gardens off the board in 
the waning minutes of regulation. 

Now, the Lady Mavericks turn their 
attention to this year’s NYS Federation 
tournament, determined to bring back 
one more title to the Bronx. 

“We know Glens Falls is going to be 
a whole different type,” Lovick said. 
“It’s going to be different basketball. 
So we’ve got go up there and mix our 
toughness and our smarts.”

Rucker rolls to “B” title, fi rst championship in school history

The top-seeded Holcombe Rucker girls basketball team celebrates after clinching a PSAL 
“B” title with a victory over Springfi eld Gardens at Baruch College on March 18. 
 Photo by Robert Cole
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honor the hard working offi cials, ad-
ministrators and coaches at this 3rd 
annual USATF New York Awards Ban-
quet. The Athlete of the Year Awards 
categories were: Youth (Track & Field 
and Cross Country) for their division 
/ gender, plus overall athlete for girl 
& boy.  Open (men & women) Track & 
Field, Masters Track & Field, Long Dis-
tance Running, Race Walking award, 
Offi cials award, President awards, Me-
dia award and Coaching award.  The 
best performers from USATF New York 
during 2016 were honored and Velocity 
Track Club New York had two athletes 
received this prestigious award. 

Brianna Burrell was named Ath-
lete of the Year for the 8 & under girls 
for Track & Field.  Brianna had a great 
2016, at the USATF Hershey Indoor 
Championship; she took 2nd in the long 
jump and 5th in the 55 meter dash.  She 
also has the USATF New York record 
in the long jump.  At the 2016 USATF 
Hershey Outdoor Youth National 
Championship at Millersville Univer-
sity PA.  Brianna won silver medal in 
the long jump, bronze medal in the 100 
meters & 6th place medal in the 200 
meters.  In 2016, Brianna earned 5 na-
tional medals and has an association 
record, Great job Brianna!

Olivia Burrell (sister) was named 
Athlete of the Year for the 9 & 10 girls 
Track & Field.  Olivia also had an out-

standing 2016.  At the 2016 USATF Her-
shey Indoor National Championship, 
she won a Gold medal in the long jump.  
She also won a 5th place medal in the 
55 meters dash. At the 2016 USATF 
Hershey Outdoor Youth National 
Championship at Millersville Univer-
sity PA.  Olivia won a silver medal in 
the long jump, 5th place medal in the 
100 meters and 6th place medal in the 
200 meters. During 2016, Olivia earned 
5 national medals and was named Na-
tional Champion, plus she has an asso-
ciation record.  Great job Olivia. 

Velocity Track Club New York is a 
501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of your do-
nation will go to help 

our children.  For additional in-
formation, you can go to our web site 
Velocitytrack.org or conta me, Coach 
Winston Dinkins at 914-441-6196 or 
email me at watclt@aol.com.  

BY LAURA AMATO
The Fordham women’s basketball 

team watched their season come to an 
end on March 19, falling 70-51 to Penn 
State in the second round of the WNIT. 

The Rams were never able to quite 
recover after a slow start, held to a sea-
son-low 12 points in the fi rst 20 minutes 
of play. It’s the third time Fordham has 
reached the second round of the WNIT 
in the last fi ve years.

“It’s always tough to have your sea-
son end,” said coach Stephanie Gaitley. 
“But I will remember this team for its 
resiliency and the outstanding accom-
plishments of our three seniors.”

Fordham scored the fi rst bucket of 
the postseason tilt, but Penn State an-
swered with a 12-point run and jumped 
out to a 17-4 lead after just the fi rst 
quarter of play. 

“The slow start kind of put us on 
our heels,” Gaitley said. “I wasn’t dis-
appointed in our halfcourt defense, it 
was really just not taking care of the 
ball. You’ve got to credit Penn State, a 
very talented team, a very good team.”

The Lady Lions shot 48.1 percent in 
the fi rst half and out-scored Fordham 
16-6 in the paint, taking advantage of 
eight Rams turnovers to notch 10 fast-
break points as well. Fordham, mean-
while, shot just 18.8 percent from the 
fl oor and missed 10 of its three-point at-
tempts in the fi rst two quarters of play. 

“I told them, we’ve got to put the 
fi rst half behind us and we’ve got to 
learn from it,” Gaitley said. “We’ve got 
to use the second half to defi ne what 
we want to be Fordham basketball and 
I thought the second half was much 
more a refl ection of who we are.”

Fordham opened up the second half 
strong – going on an 11-8 run in the fi rst 
fi ve minutes of the third period – rack-
ing up 20 points in the period. Still, the 

Lions refused to relinquish control of 
the game, holding on to a 55-32 lead at 
the end of the third quarter. 

The Rams did their best to chip 
away at the lead in the fi nal ten min-
utes of play, out-scoring Penn State 19-
15 in the fourth quarter, as G’mrice Da-
vis almost recorded a double-double in 
the period. 

It was too little, too late however 
and the Rams couldn’t ever get over 

the hump of their early-game shooting 
struggles. 

Davis fi nished with a team-high 20 
points and 15 rebounds – her 24th dou-
ble-double of the year and the third 
time she reached the 20-15 mark. Han-
nah Missry chipped in 12 second-half 
points for the Rams, while Mary Gould-
ing pulled in a person-best seven offen-
sive rebounds and 10 total boards. It 
was the third straight game the sopho-
more racked up double-digit rebounds. 

It was a diffi cult loss for the Rams, 
but in particular for the squad’s senior 
stars – Missry, Danielle Padovano and 
Danielle Burns. 

Burns and Missry wrapped up their 
careers with the third and fourth-most 
games played in program history, 131 
and 128, respectively, while Padovano 
fi nished with in seventh with 121 total 
court appearances. 

Missry also made her 122nd ca-
reer start in the season-ending loss, 
the second-most in school history. She 
wrapped up her career with 1,142 ca-
reer points – 14th in program record 
books. 

The Rams end the season with a 22-
12 record. 

“The number one thing is this se-
nior class took us to three postsea-
sons and they averaged 20 wins since 
they’ve been here,” Gaitley said. “I’m 
really, really proud of this group.” 

Rams can’t rally, fall to Penn State in WNIT

Fordham junior forward G’mrice Davis notched another double-double, but it wasn’t quite 
enough to lift the Rams to a second-round victory in the WNIT. Photo by Robert Cole

Velocity Track Club New York
from Page 65

Law enforcement is investigating the mysterious death of a woman found on top 
of a snow bank in Norwood over the weekend. An unidentifi ed 49-year-old woman 
was discovered by police lying face up on a snow bank on Sunday, March 19 at 
3:20 a.m. at Bainbridge and Jerome avenues near Woodlawn Cemetery. Paramed-
ics rushed to the scene, however the unconscious and unresponsive woman was 
pronounced dead on arrival. Police said drug paraphernalia was discovered near 
her body. The medical examiner is investigating her death.

(Above) Police and medical examiners prepared the woman’s body to be trans-
ported for further examination. Photo by Edwin Soto

BODY FOUND ON TOP OF SNOW BANK
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 
Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 
our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

Remember, New Deductable Starts in 2017


