
BY ROBERT WIRSING
A NYPD detective’s memory will 

live on in Villa Maria Academy’s 
time honored tradition. 

Villa Maria Academy will cel-
ebrate its 28th annual Physical Fit-
ness Dinner Awards Ceremony on 
Tuesday, March 14 and its 28th an-
nual Evening of Champions Dinner 
Awards Ceremony on Wednesday, 
March 15 at 6 p.m. at its Visitation 
Center.

Michael Bernard, VMA Physi-
cal Education director, said the an-
nual Evening of Champions will be 
renamed the ‘Detective Steven Mc-

Donald Evening of Champions’.
Guest speakers include Victor 

Delgado and Joe Rivera, Jr. both of 
whom narrowly survived tragic ac-
cidents.

The Detective Steven McDonald 
Evening of Champions’ purpose 
to recognize Villa’s Fitness Cham-
pions from kindergarten through 
eighth grade emphasizing physi-
cal education’s importance and to 
honor McDonald’s memory.

Bernard confi rmed NYPD com-
missioner James O’Neil and McDon-
ald’s family will attend this year’s 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A homeless plan announced 

last week by Mayor de Blasio ap-
pears to heavily target the Bronx.

A lack of specifi cs over the ex-
act locations of those shelters has 
left borough public offi cials con-
cerned.

The plan, unveiled by the 
mayor Tuesday, February 28 in a 
speech at the Federation of Protes-
tant Welfare Agencies offi ce calls 
for the closure of 360 cluster sites, 
apartments rented by the city for 
the homeless,  as well as an end to 
the controversial use of hotels to 
house the homeless.

“Our plan will continue to 
bring more people off the streets, 
reduce the number of shelter sites 
by almost half, while strengthen-
ing services and keeping home-
less New Yorkers closer to the sup-
ports they need to help them get 
back on their feet,” de Blasio said. 

The mayor’s plan calls for 90 
new traditional homeless shelters 
across the city, in addition to the 
expansion of 30 existing shelters. 

A key point of the proposal is a 
concerted effort to keep the shel-
ters close to where the displaced 
populations call home.      

Under the plan, the city will 
open 20 new shelters per year over 
the next fi ve years. 

The city will provide 30 days 
notice to communities in advance 
of a shelter opening, and will also 
notify communities when it rents 
hotel rooms for homeless popula-
tions during the transition pe-
riod. 

While the plan is a citywide 
strategy, recent published reports 
found the Bronx and Brooklyn 
will be most impacted by the new 
plan. 

In the Bronx, Councilman 
Ritchie Torres district, which in-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A change of leadership at the 

45th Precinct came amid a time-
keeping investigation of the pre-
cinct’s top brass. 

Captain Carlos Ghonz was 
transferred  to command the 45th 
Precinct from the 46th Precinct 
on Monday, March 6. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Inspec-
tor Danielle Raia, the previous 
commanding offi cer and Captain 
David Dent, the executive offi cer, 
were abruptly transferred. 

Dent has been placed on modi-
fi ed duty, according to the NYPD 
Deputy Commissioner for Public 
Information’s offi ce. 

According to published re-
ports, the Internal Affairs Bureau 
is looking into possible instances 

where the two high-ranking of-
fi cers were signed in as working 
when they were not. 

A police spokesperson could 
not discuss the IAB investiga-
tion. 

Community leaders who knew 
Deputy Inspector Raia said that 
she will be missed and that she 
had a positive impact at the com-
mand since taking over in Sep-
tember 2015. 

Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct 
Community Council president, 
said that Raia was accessible to 
him and other community lead-
ers day or night via telephone if 
something major was happening. 

He credited her with creating 
a two-offi cer team to address 311 
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DI Raia, Dent out; Capt. Ghonz in

OLA’s 100 Days Of School

45TH PRECINCT
BRASS GONE

More 
homeless 

shelters for 
central Bronx

Our Lady of the Assumption School kindergartners and their teachers re-
cently commemorated their 100 Days of School in style. OLA youngsters 
dressed up as centenarians in honor of the special occasion.  

Photo courtesy of OLA

VMA’s Evening of Champs 
honors Detective McDonald
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varies based on the 3-year Treasury Bill (via www.treasury.gov). Fees charged on some accounts may reduce your earnings. Early withdrawal penalties 

apply on CD accounts. Terms are subject to change without notice. Rates and APYs displayed are as of February 1, 2017. No additional deposits may 
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discontinued it will renew into a 3-year fixed rate CD. 

Follows the 3-Year 
US Treasury Bill and 

updates every month

Cannot go below 
1.02% APY*

Can go as high 
as 2.31% APY*

APY*

3-Year Variable Rate CD

1.49%
Currently 
Yielding

When interest rates go up, feel free to sit back and relax.

Visit us online at ridgewoodbank.com, in our branch or call (877) 417-6547 for further details. 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Bronx Coalition for Com-

munity Vision - local organizations 
banding together to affect the  Je-
rome Avenue Rezoning - held a town 
hall meeting on Thursday, March 2 to 
hear from council members Vanessa 
Gibson and Fernando Cabrera. 

At the public meeting coalition 
members explained their position 
while challenging the elected offi cials 
on where they stood on the matter.

According to the city, the plan 
will affect approximately 73 blocks - 
predominantly along Jerome Avenue 
-  from University Heights down to 
Highbridge.

The rezoning would change the 
neighborhoods from commercial to 
residential, creating fear of gentrifi -
cation and loss of jobs.

During the meeting, Local 79 
president Wayne Moten led the audi-
ence at the New Settlement Commu-
nity Center in chanting the fi ve items 
the Bronx Coalition wants in order to 
support the rezoning.

He yelled to the crowd, “We’re 
saying no to rezoning unless there is 
what?!”

“Affordable housing! No displace-
ment! Good jobs! Local hire! Real 
community participation!,” they 

yelled back.
Local residents believe that once 

the rezoning occurs, developers will 
come in and build market rate hous-
ing which could push out the resi-
dents who can’t meet the rising cost 
of living.

In addition, there are many auto 
repair shops along Jerome Avenue 
that the coalition believes develop-
ers will push out.

The coalition has created a 
term sheet - highlighted by the fi ve 
phrases the crowd chanted - which 
they are demanding city offi cials 
agree to before the rezoning is ap-
proved.

“As you know we have met with 
city agencies many times over the last 
two years and so far they have failed 
to meet most of our core demands,” 
Moten told Gibson and Cabrera.

“Will you push the city to delay 
the [Uniform Land Use Review Pro-
cess] if our demands aren’t met,” he 
asked. “Will you stand with us and 
say ‘no’ to the city if they do not meet 
our demands?”

Gibson did not provide  an abso-
lute answer to Moten’s question.

“What I do not like to do in most 
of my work is bet on a stack of cards 
when I don’t know what that deck 

looks like,” said Gibson. “We have 
received very little detail from the 
administration on how we’re going 
to achieve 4,000 units of housing 
and identify the actual sites.”

The city’s plan currently proj-
ects 3,250 new housing units on 113 
potential development sites.

Gibson stressed to those in at-
tendance that she has continued 
to express to city offi cials what the 
community wants to get them be-

hind the rezoning.
“If it means that when we get 

to ULURP and we are not able to 
support this particular plan in its 
current form then absolutely I will 
support delaying ULURP,” said 
Gibson. “I want to delay this proj-
ect as much as I can because I want 
to get it right.”

Cabrera stressed to those in at-
tendance that many times elected 
offi cials have the most power at the 

11th hour of negotiations.
“I can tell you through experi-

ence,” said Cabrera, “the biggest le-
verage we could ever have happens 
at the end.”

“There’s something about 
the urgency,” said Cabrera, “and 
there’s something about creating a 
dynamic at the very end that (the 
city) will have to give in - they will 
have to give us what we’re asking 
for.”

Gibson, Cabrerra attend Jerome Ave. rezone meeting

Activists expressed concerns about housing affordability, career track jobs, tenant and small business displacement in light 
of the planned rezoning. Photo courtesy of CASA
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department 
of Health. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract 
renewal. A sales person will be present with information and appli-
cations. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220. Visit us at 
www.agewellnewyork.com AgeWell New York complies with applicable 
Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of races, 
color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Age-Well New York cumple 
con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina 
por motivos de raza, color, nacionali-dad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. 

AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 ATTENTION: If 
you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos 
de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-
1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  1-866-586-8044 (TTY 1-800-662-1220)
H4922_DA_4002 Accepted 01142017

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

You can enroll in a plan all year round!
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to discuss the benefits of 
AgeWell New York’s Medicare Advantage Plans. 

Attend one of our seminars at a diner in your community and learn about your enrollment options and 
covered benefits including doctor visits, transportation, fitness program, prescription drugs and more.

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Junior’s Restaurant - Flatbush Avenue Ext.

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
5 Star Restaurant - E. Tremont Avenue

Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street



cludes Belmont, Tremont and West Farms, 
and has the highest number of cluster sites 
in the Bronx. 

The councilman said in a release he 
understands the legitimate need for more 
shelters, but was concerned that the Bronx 
might continue to be targeted for additional 
facilities.

 “My concern is that the boroughs that 
shoulder the greatest burden will continue 
to do so,” Torres stated. “While shelters are 
likely preferable to cluster sites, the only 
real solution is permanent affordable hous-
ing.”

Community Board 6 district manager 
Michael Sanchez said while a new LGBT 
shelter championed by Torres had been 
welcomed, plans to build more shelters in 
the area would likely meet resistance from 
residents and community leaders. 

“Some communities are going to be 
fi ercely opposed to it and be successful, and 
others won’t be as powerful politically and 
may get the shelters in their area despite 
what people want,” Sanchez said.

 CB 6 already has 17 shelters, the second 
most of any community in the entire city, 
according to Sanchez.

CB 6 has 34 cluster sites - 55 percent of 
the citywide total.

 That number includes the new LGBT 
shelter, which moved into an existing drug 
rehab center that had been run by Phoenix 
House. 

That shelter also provides employment 
training, Sanchez said. 

“We supported that one because it was 
an existing shelter site, it just changed its 
population,” he said.

Sanchez was notifi ed Tuesday, March 
8, that an 18th shelter was headed to the 
board area. 

The new site at 2351 Prospect Avenue 
will have 33 units for shelter clients and 
eight units of affordable housing.

“The overall sentiment is that you 
want there to be a fair process in which if 
there are going to be more shelters, every 
community board should have shelters, 
not just concentrate them in two or three 

community boards in the Bronx” 
While the city provides notice before 

opening a shelter, emergency shelters of 
safe haven sites can be opened with little 
or no warning under an emergency or-
der.

While 30 days isn’t a lot of time, San-
chez said residents in Masbeth, Queens, 
were able to get plans for a shelter thrown 
out by actively protesting the proposal. 

“They scared off the private devel-
oper to the point that he didn’t want to 
build the shelter anymore,” Sanchez said. 
“They were picketing outside his house. It 
was pretty extreme.”  

complaints, which tend 
to be quality-of-life issues 
that are so important in 
this particular precinct.  

“The circumstances 
were not ideal,” said Bie-
der of Raia’s transfer. “In 

my opinion she did a phe-
nomenal job for the com-
munity; I hope they fi nd 
it was a clerical error and 
nothing more.” 

Another council mem-
ber, John Doyle, said Raia 
was proactive in mounting 

operations involving tow 
trucks operating illegally 
and in ticketing illegally 
parked commercial vehi-
cles. 

Sonia Feliciano, River-
bay Corp. board director 
and as
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45th Precinct brass gone; DI 
Raia, Dent out; Capt. Ghonz in

(Right) The 46th Pct. released photos of a party 
they threw for Captain Carlos Ghonz after he was 
notifi ed he would be taking command of the 45th 
Precinct. Ghonz joined the force in 2005 
              Photo courtesy of the 46th Precinct / NYPD

Deputy Inspector Danielle Raia is the outgoing 
commanding offi cer of the 45th Precinct. She left 
the command on Friday, March 3. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

More homeless shelters for central Bronx

The central Bronx already houses a large number 
of homeless shelters and will likely get more un-
der the mayor’s new plan, according to Commu-
nity Board 6 district manager Michael Sanchez.
 Arthur Cusano

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A fast-moving fi re ripped 

through a block of row houses in 
the south Bronx on Wednesday, 
March 1, forcing 26 people to seek 
temporary shelter.

The fi re, which began in the 
top fl oor of a two-story frame 
home at 1342 College Avenue, 
was called in to 911 at around 1:29 
p.m.  

The fi re quickly raced down 
the block via the common roofs 
of fi ve adjacent homes: 1338, 1348, 
1344, 1346 and 1340 College Av-
enue. 

All but 1338 were ordered to be 
vacated by the NYC Department 
of Buildings as their investiga-
tion continues. 

The cause of the blaze has not 
been determined, according to an 
FDNY spokesman.

The four-alarm fi re drew ap-
proximately 160 fi refi ghters to 
battle the blaze, fi ve of whom 
were injured at the scene. 

The fi re was under control by 
3:31 p.m. 

One resident sustained minor 
injuries and was treated at Bronx 
Lebanon Hospital and released. 

The American Red Cross of 

Greater New York met with the 
ten displaced families at the 
scene, according to spokesman 
Michael de Vulpillieres. 

“Last night two families 
took us up on our offer to pro-
vide emergency housing, but we 

are expecting that number to go 
up,” de Vulpillieres said. “We 
were back at the scene today 
meeting with our partners at 
NYC Emergency Management 
and other residents who may 
not have contacted us.”

Since 2011, 1342 College Av-
enue had racked up 13 violations, 
according to the DOB.

 Many of those violations were 
for work done without a permit. 

Another complaint from 2012 
was from a tenant who said the 

landlord had turned off electric-
ity, while a violation issued in 2013 
was for the illegal subdivision of 
a two-bedroom apartment. 

Ownership of the building 
has changed hands several times 
since 1999.  

Row house fi re displaces 26 residents

Nearly 160 fi refi ghters responded to the four-alarm blaze at 1342 College Avenue which affected fi ve adjacent homes. Photo by Edwin Soto
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visions
services for the blind and visually impaired

Serving the blind and visually impaired since 1926, the Visions Bronx Advisory Board celebrated its 24th annual dinner and awards ceremony on Thursday, March 2 at 
Tosca Marquee. The prestigious awards gala honored community leaders and innovators for their various contributions to our borough. This year’s exemplary honorees 
were Amir Asadi, Bronx Rotary Club president; Daniel Bernstein, Fordham Road Business Improvement District deputy director; Marilyn Masiero, Rotary District 7230 im-
mediate past governor; Anderson Torres, PhD, LCSW-R, R.A.I.N. Total Care, Inc. president and Simone Development Companies.

Event emcee Gary Axelbank kept the 
evening exciting and engaging for ev-
eryone.

Neldy Martinez gave a glowing address 
recognizing the honorees’ various ac-
complishments.

(l-r) Honorees Amir Asadi, Marilyn Masiero, Anderson Torres and Daniel Bern-
stein; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Nancy Miller, Visions executive director, Joseph 
Kelleher accepting award for Simone Development Companies; Gary Axelbank, 
‘BronxTalk’ host and Monroe College director of community relations and Neldy 
Martinez, Visions Bronx Advisory Board chairwoman. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) John Bonizio, Westchester Square Business Improvement District chairman; As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj; Laura Guerriero; Joseph Kelleher; Thomas Messina; Lenny 
Caro, Mercy College chief community relations offi cer; Joseph Gallitto, D&J Ambu-
lance Service, Inc. president and Steven Squitieri, Sanitation Salvage president.

(l-r) John Collazzi, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto’s chief of staff; Laura Guerriero, 
Bronx Times Reporter publisher; Joe Kelleher, Simone Metro Properties president; 
Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph Crowley and Joseph McManus, 
80th Assembly District.

(l-r) Honoree Anderson Torres; Beatrice Castiglia-Catullo, R.A.I.N. founder and 
Torres’ wife, Saby had a great time at the gala. Tosca Marquee was packed with many community leaders and local celebrities last 

Thursday. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx River Alli-

ance has a new leader that 
is a familiar face at the 
public-private partner-
ship. 

Maggie Scott Green-
fi eld, an alliance employee 
since 2005 and its deputy 
director since 2010, is the 
new executive director of 
the organization dedicated 
to greenways, ecology and 
event programming along 
the Bronx River. 

She will also concur-
rently be the NYC Parks 
Department’s Bronx River 
administrator. 

Greenfi eld fi lled the po-
sitions that were formerly 
held by Linda Cox, who re-
tired on Thursday, March 
2. 

Cox was at the helm of 
the alliance for 15 years. 

Greenfi eld’s top short-
term goal is to open the 
Bronx River Greenway 
River House, a community 
educational facility under 
construction at Starlight 
Park’s riverfront, she 
said. 

“With the opening 
of River House, we are 
looking to deepen and 
expand our educational 
programs,” she said. “We 
will have this beautiful 
new facility that is going 
to be very innovative and 
green.” 

The new building will 
provide space for people to 
access the water, and give 
school groups a chance 
to see river ecology and 
to test water quality, she 
said. 

“It has the potential to 
be a tremendous environ-
mental education center, a 
place for hands-on science 
learning for kids,” said 
Greenfi eld. 

Another short-term 
goal is to complete a part of 
the Bronx River Greenway 
between Concrete Plant 
Park and Starlight Park, 
she said, linking the two 
relatively new parks near 
the southern terminus of 
the 23-mile long river.  

For that project, mil-
lions of dollars have al-
ready been raised, said 
Greenfi eld, adding that 

for the most part, the river 
north of East 180th Street 
to the Westchester County 
line is already greenway 
accessible. 

Other projects BRA 
is spearheading are an 
effort to repopulate the 
river with alewife her-
ring and an installation 
of ‘river broom’ along the 
county line to catch de-
bris, including Styrofoam 
and plastic bottles, before 
it enters the borough. 

Greenfi eld sees the al-
liance’s strength in its 
knowledgeable board and 
dedicated employees, fi ve 
of whom have been with 
the organization for a de-
cade or more, she said.  

The new executive di-
rector and administrator 
had words of praise for her 
predecessor, Linda Cox, 
calling it a “true honor to 
succeed” her.  

She said that Cox 
was really someone who 
turned around what had 

been a negative view of 
the river 15 or 20 years 
ago.  Today, said Green-
fi eld, the river is viewed 
as an asset to the borough 
and the region.

“She really did so much 
to harness the vision of lo-
cal leaders for the river 
and to harness commu-
nity support to achieve 
that vision,” said Green-
fi eld of Cox. 

In a statement, Mitch-
ell Silver, NYC Parks 
commissioner, said that 
Greenfi eld has demon-
strated devotion to the 
river.  “Over the years, 
I have watched Maggie 
rally up neighborhood 
residents for a joint and 
committed effort in mak-
ing the Bronx River one 
of NYC’s most valued re-
sources,” said Silver. 

For information about 
volunteering, call (718) 
430-4465 or email Joseph 
Sanchez joseph.sanchez@
parks.nyc.gov. 

Greenfi eld named new
Bronx River administrator 

MAGGIE SCOTT GREENFIELD 
 PHOTO COURTESY OF MAGGIE GREENFIELD

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Plans to convert a for-

mer military facility in 
Wakefi eld into a homeless 
shelter have been nixed 
in favor of senior and vet-
eran housing. 

The former Sergeant 
Joseph Muller U.S. Army 
Reserve Center will not be 
a homeless center, but in-
stead will be long-term af-
fordable housing, Mayor 
de Blasio announced at 
a town hall meeting in 
Kingsbridge on Tuesday, 
February 21. 

Councilman Andrew 
Cohen and Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz told those 
on hand at the Community 
Board 12 monthly meeting 
on Thursday, February 23 
the controversial proposal 
had been abandoned after 
years of protest.

“Ultimately, it will 
be 70 units of supportive 
housing for veterans and 
seniors, and I think that 
is a big improvement,” Co-
hen said.

Dinowitz said the devel-
opment was an example of 
the community and public 
offi cials working together 
to change city policy.

“When we work to-
gether we can fi ght city 
hall, in this case we 
weren’t really fi ghting 
city hall because Mayor de 
Blasio was actually very 

helpful, as were our other 
public offi cials,” he said.

The NYC Department 
of Health defi nes support-
ive housing on its website 
as a “combination of af-
fordable housing and sup-
port services designed 
to help individuals and 
families use housing as a 
platform for health and re-
covery following a period 
of homelessness, hospital-
ization or incarceration or 
for youth aging out of fos-
ter care.”

The  55,000-square-foot 
facility at 555 Nereid Av-
enue, which overlooks the 
Bronx River Parkway, was 
closed in 2011 after many 
years of use by the U.S. 
Army Reserve. 

The building remains 
fenced off and boarded up 
to prevent trespassing.

CB 12 district manager 
George Torres said resi-
dents were happy to hear 
the news after years of op-
posing another shelter be-
ing built in the area. 

Just blocks away is 
Ana’s House, formerly 
known as the Project Re-
newal homeless shelter, 
which houses roughly 100 
single men. 

The facility is named 
for Ana Charle, a facility 
director who was shot and 
killed by a former shelter 
resident in April 2015. 

Another shelter 
planned for Bronx Boule-
vard was scrapped by the 
city last summer.  

“We’re really happy be-
cause I know a lot of folks 
were anxious about this,” 
he said.

However Torres said 
he was still hoping to get 
clarifi cation as to how the 
new plan differed from a 
homeless shelter. 

There are several types 
of senior and veteran 
housing the new facility 
could become, he said.

“I’ve not seen the pro-
posal, so I’m just taking 
the word of the mayor 
and the councilman, but 
I know the councilman 
has been arguing about 
this for many years under 
different administration 
and made it very clear he 
didn’t want a homeless 
shelter there.”

The mayor announced 
500 more permanent af-
fordable apartments for 
veterans as part of his 
proposed budget in a town 
hall event last month.

Representatives for 
Dinowitz and Cohen said 
they were also waiting for 
additional details on the 
project from the de Bla-
sio administration, and 
hoped to get new informa-
tion to be released in the 
coming weeks.

Former Army center slated 
for veteran, senior housing

The former Muller U.S. Army Reserve Center in Wakefi eld will become housing for veterans and se-
niors, the mayor recently announced. Arthur Cusano
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ACHIEVE
3 TO 6 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
IN ONE YEAR!!!

“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S READING PROBLEM
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NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years as a pharmacist, I’m happy 

of their customers.”
Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS Rph Pharmacist

FREE DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030

Here

We Now Accept WIC

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Hard work pays off - and 

apparently, so does artwork!
For the past month, about 

700 students at P.S. 121, The 
Throop School, participated 
in an art workshop that was 
highlighted on the school’s 
general bulletin board.

It featured the students 
creations based on the works 
of famous painter Wayne 
Thiebaud.

The workshop involved 
students from grades K-5 
who where learning about 
Thiebaud and how he used 
everyday objects, such as 
cupcakes, hot dogs, gumball 
machines and lipstick, in 
his pop artwork.

After learning the nu-
ances  of Thiebaud’s art 
style and techniques, stu-
dents attempted to recreate 
his artwork through their 
own eyes. 

Many of the artworks 
simulated Thiebaud’s style. 

About 50 drawings and 
other artwork were added 
to the bulletin board which 
was titled ‘Learning Today 
For A Better Tomorrow’ at 
the top.

After completing the 
bulletin display, the school 
reached out to Thiebaud, 
writing him a letter and 
sending him pictures of the 
fi nal project. 

Not only did Thiebaud 
respond - he sent them a per-
sonally handwritten letter, 
thanking them for acknowl-
edging his art and encourag-
ing them to keep creating, ei-
ther by drawing or painting.

Thiebaud also sent the 
school a picture of him hold-

ing up the photo that was 
sent to him, which depicted 
the bulletin board and the 
school’s two art teachers, 
Elaine Chiamulera and Gio-
vanna Tsapatsaris.

“We study various art-
ists at this school - but many 
of them, such as Picasso 
and Van Gogh, aren’t alive 
to share their stories and 
experiences with art, so it 
was great to connect the 
students with an iconic art 
fi gure who they can learn a 
lot from,” said Chiamulera. 
“The students were amazed 
when they found out that he 
wrote back - and we are all 
incredibly humbled that he 
acknowledged us.”

“The fact that he (Thie-
baud) wrote a letter thank-
ing us made it real for the 
students - and therefore, 
that much more thrilling for 
them,” said Giovanna Tsap-

atsaris. “The biggest lesson 
that the students learned 
during this whole process 
was that art can be a part 
of everyday life, and can 
also lead to career paths. 
It also taught them to work 
together while solving prob-
lems at the same time.”

“This activity was fun - 
and it was so worth it when 
we received the letter back 
from him,” said third grader 
Kelvin Shehu. “It was very 
exciting - and the experi-
ence taught us that art can 
come in any form, as long as 
the person puts their heart 
into it.”

“Art is my favorite class,” 
said Enrique Gans, also in 
the third grade. “It’s amaz-
ing that a famous artist 
wrote us back and noticed 
the work that we accom-
plished.”

Thiebaud, who is now 
96-years-old and lives in 
California, was a prominent 
fi gure in the pop art move-
ment in the 1950s and ‘60s, 
along with Jasper Johns, 
Larry Rivers and Robert 
Rauschenberg and other 
artists.

He won the National 
Medal of Arts award, a pres-
tigious honor which recog-
nizes artists and patrons of 
the arts, in 1994.

The Thiebaud-infl uenced 
school bulletin board, lo-
cated in the fi rst fl oor lobby, 
will only be on display until 
the end of the school year, 
and the general public is 
greatly encouraged to visit 
the school and view the art-
work created by the students 
before it is removed.

P.S. 121 students’ artwork 
infl uenced by artist Thiebaud

Enrique Gans (l) and Kelvin Shehu pose with Thiebaud’s book from the Acquavella Gallery. 

Thiebaud holding a picture of the 
bulletin board and P.S. 121’s two 
art teachers, Giovanna (l) and 
Tsapatsaris. 
 Photos courtesy of P.S. 121 The Throop 
School

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Van Nest Neighbor-

hood Alliance held a town 
hall on Monday, March 6 at 
the Monsignor Fiorentino 
Apartments’ community 
room to discuss the reloca-
tion of the Bronx Muslim 
Center.

BMC members Jamil 
Yussuf, technical advisor 
for the relocation, and Ya-
hay Obeid, VNNA member 
and liaison to the BMC,  
spoke to residents on what 
the relocation will mean to 
the community.

Yussuf explained to 
those in attendance that 
a lack of space is the 
mosques’ primary prob-
lem.

According to the tech-
nical advisor, when the 
mosque opened in 1998, the 
number of families living 
near the mosque was ap-
proximately 110.

“More Muslim people 
moved into the area, rented 
houses, bought houses and 
started businesses,” he 
continued. 

“Now the number of 
families that live within 
three miles of the exist-
ing mosque exceeds 1,000,” 
said Yussuf.

He explained that the 
current mosque was built 
to hold about 175-200 people 
but their membership now 
far exceed that number.

Currently, the mosque 
holds two prayer services 

on Friday - the busiest day 
for the mosque - yet mem-
bers still have to pray on 
the street.

Yussuf invited the com-
munity to come to the cur-
rent mosque - located at 702 
Rhinelander Avenue - to 
see how small it is.

The BMC is planning 
to move its membership to 
a new, three-story build-
ing at 1912-1920 Amethyst 
Street which will be able to 
accommodate 800 people if 
necessary.

Yussuf said once the 
mosque reaches its full 
capacity , any new people 
will have to fi nd another 
place to worship.

Bernadette Ferrara, 
president of the Van Nest 
Neighborhood Alliance, 
asked Yussuf to address 
the parking issues.

The new location is on 
a one-way street which 
leaves little parking for 
BMC members.

On Friday evenings 
at the current location, 
local Muslim residents 
double and triple park on 
Rhinelander to say their 
prayers.

Yussuf said the mem-
bers had come up with 
three strategies to mitigate 
the parking issue.

Firstly, he said some 
of the local homeowners 
have committed to allow-
ing members to park in 
their driveway during Fri-

day prayers.
“That’s about 45 park-

ing spots,” Obeid told the 
board.

Yussuf said local busi-
ness owners have also com-
mitted to providing park-
ing spots for members.

He added that the 
mosque’s members are 
also hoping to secure a dis-
counted parking lot in the 
area.

Finally, said Yussuf, 
the building will have a 
parking agent who will be 
in charge of discouraging 
illegal parking.

Ferrara pushed Yussuf 
and Obeid for more mea-
sures to make parking go 
smoother on Amethyst.

She asked if the mosque 
could appoint someone to 
go into the mosque and 
alert members when there 
is a  traffi c situation.

Obeid said the mosque 
currently employs this 
method but Ferrara 
contended that people 
still double park on 
Rhinelander and block 
the street.

In addition, Yussuf en-
couraged local NYPD offi -
cers to write tickets if the 
members are a hinder-
ance to motorists.

The technical advisor 
also said they were con-
sidering tearing down the 
current mosque and using 
the property as a parking 
lot.

VN Mosque commits to 
alleviating parking issues

The Bronx Muslim Center’s current location is at 702 Rhinelander Avenue. The new location will be in 
an industrial area on 1912-1920 Amethyst Street. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Metropolitan Tran-

sit Authority has declined a 
request from Bronx elected 
offi cials for a dedicated bus 
run to ensure safe trans-
portation of students of St. 
Catharine’s Academy.

Senator Jeff Klein, As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj 
and Assemblyman Mike 
Benedetto penned a letter 
to the MTA in December 
2016 asking for the special 
bus so the all-girls school’s 
students would not be har-
rassed by other riders.

The special bus would 
have made drop offs only, ac-
cording to the elected three-
some’s request.

The request stemmed 
from a race-related attack 
by three African American 
girls on four, white teenage 
SCA girls as they were rid-
ing home on the Bx8 bus.

On Wednesday, March 8, 
MTA spokesperson Kevin 
Ortiz issued a statement 
to the Bronx Times on the 
MTA’s decision to deny the 
request.

“Under Federal Trans-
portation Administration 
regulations,” the statement 
read, “transit agencies can-
not alter bus routes to di-
rectly serve educational 
facilities unless it can be 
shown that ridership gener-
ated by the school signifi -
cantly exceeds the capacity 
of the bus route.”

The statement contin-

ued,  “In such cases, supple-
mental service can be as-
signed to the route, but must 
be available and accessible 
to the public and make all 
stops along the route.”

According to the state-
ment, the MTA looked at 
how many St. Catharine’s 
Academy students ride the 
bus and determined the 
amount “does not warrant 
additional service.”

The girls who were vic-
timiized in the incident are 
currently taking legal ac-
tion against the MTA.

The girls’ attorney, Scott 
Seskin, offi cially fi led a law-
suit against the agency on 
Monday, February 27. 

According to Seskin, the 
MTA was offi cially served 
on Friday, March 3. 

The lawsuit names fi ve 
entities -  the MTA, the MTA 
Bus Company, the Manhat-
tan and Bronx Surface Tran-
sit Operating Authority, the 
New York City Transit Au-
thority and the bus driver 
Alisha Samuels.

Due to regulations from 
the New York Supreme 
Court, the lawsuit does not 
name the dollar amount the 
girls are seeking in dam-
ages.

However, in December, 
Seskin fi led four notices 
of claim against the MTA 
requesting $10 million for 
each girl and $2 million for 
each parent.

“Under the system that 

we currently have,” Seskin 
previously said. “The only 
method that we have to com-
pensate anybody is mon-
etarily.”

The girls left the Novem-
ber 22 attack with bruises 
and cuts. 

In addition, a knapsack 
containing a laptop was also 
taken.

Although the elected offi -
cials - along with some par-
ents from St. Catharine’s 
- had asked for the special 
bus route, Seskin said his 
clients were not a part of the 
request.

In fact, Seskin did not be-
lieve it to be helpful.

“Besides the fact [my 
clients] don’t want it,” Se-
skin told the Bronx Times 
in January, “It’s not going 
to prevent anything that 
happened from occurring 
again.”

Seskin is confi dent as his 
clients now await a response 
from the MTA.

“I’m expecting a success-
ful outcome,” he said. “The 
evidence shows that this 
particular bus operator’s 
actions were both negligent 
and intentional.”

He added that the negli-
gence showed by Johnson 
caused his clients “severe 
personal injuries which will 
continue throughout their 
lives.”

The MTA declined com-
ment on the ongoing legal 
battle.

MTA says ‘No’ on special 
SCA bus arrangement

The MTA has declined a request from Bronx elected offi cials for a special bus to ensure safe transpor-
tation for students of St. Catharine Academy. Photo Courtesy for Robert Christie



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Pharmacy students re-

cently visited a Hunts Point 
school to conduct an anti-
drug program.

On Thursday, March 2, 
15 future pharmacists from 
Touro College of Pharmacy 
held the ‘Say No To Drugs’ 
program at the Hyde Leader-
ship Charter School to edu-
cate more than 75 seventh 
graders and their teachers 
about drug and substance 
abuse.

During the program, the 
students learned about warn-
ing signs and symptoms of 
abuse for over the counter 
drugs, prescription drugs, 
tranquilizers, sedatives, 
stimulants, pain killers and 
opioids, as well as mixing 
drugs and alcohol and dan-
gerous drug interactions.

During the workshop, the 
students watched videos and 
engaged in various activities 
pertaining to drug abuse, in-
cluding fi lling out forms and 
Q&As with the pharmacy 
students about their knowl-
edge of drugs as well as how 

to become a pharmacist.
More specifi cally, the 

students learned some sta-
tistics involving substance 
abuse, including how many 
Americans die from drug 
overdoses annually, as well 
as how many Americans die 
from drug overdoses com-
pared to those who died from 
a car accident each year.

“Kids need to know the 
signs and symptoms of abuse, 
and how to help themselves 
or their friends before they 
fi nd themselves in a situa-
tion they can’t control,” said 
pharmacist Dipan Ray, direc-
tor of practice experience at 
Touro, who also said that one 
in four teens nationwide be-
lieve that prescription drugs 
can be used as a study aid.

He also added that stu-
dents in the United States 
who take prescription drugs 
are fi ve times more likely 
to develop substance abuse 
problems that those who 
don’t.

“It is important for the 
community to know that 
while these prescription 

drugs are legal, sharing 
them is not legal - as these 
medications are not suitable 
for all patients,” Ray said.

Ray even encouraged all 
to participate in the Drug 
Take Back Program, an ini-
tiative that helps individu-
als properly dispose of medi-
cations they no longer need, 
without questions, instead 
of leaving outdated prescrip-
tions in house cabinets. The 
program holds events bi-an-
nually in each borough and 
every state.

The idea of Thursday’s 
program originally stemmed 
from the workshops the 
school had held with Proj-
ect SUCCESS, another effec-
tive, school-based program 
that prevents and reduces 
adolescent substance use 
and abuse.

“We wanted to help 
young students understand 
how important this topic is, 
as well as provide them with 
knowledge about how much 
of an impact prescription 
drugs can have on an indi-
vidual’s life,” said pharmacy 

doctor Ronnie Moore, assis-
tant dean for clinical affairs 
at Touro. “The main point 
we wanted to get across was 
that just because a doctor 
wrote a prescription for a 
patient, that patient should 
not pass those prescription 
drugs to a family member or 
a friend, just because it is le-
gal for them to take it.”

“This workshop defi -
nitely sparked the seventh 
graders’ curiosity, and I felt 
that the energy that our 
Touro students had made 
the day a success,” Moore 
added.

“This was certainly an 
informational eye-opening 
experience for the students, 
who were very engaged dur-
ing the entire workshop,” 
said Eva Rubinoff, counselor 
for Hyde Leadership Char-
ter School’s middle school. 
“In middle school, kids are 
prone to experiment and 
think about drugs, and we 
want them to be informed 
about drug safety as a pre-
ventative measure now and 
going into high school.”
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new executive director of the 

HUB / Third Avenue Business Im-
provement District was recently 
named. 

Michael Brady recently took the 
helm of the business organization 
at a time of transition: an exciting 
period with several substantial new 
nearby residential and community 
developments in the works. 

There’s a confl uence of devel-
opment activities within the BID 
boundaries and just to the south 
that are spurring a lot of excite-
ment, he said. 

“It is just a really exciting time 
for the south Bronx and the level of 
development that is happening is 
unlike anything else in New York 
City,” said Brady, adding projec-
tions show there will be an addi-
tional 8,000,000 square feet of new 
development added in a ten-block 
radius of the BID.  

These new projects include resi-
dential, commercial and program-
matic space, he said. 

One of the largest new devel-
opments, which breaks ground 
shortly, is La Central. 

It includes 996 housing units, 
ground-level retail and community 

facilities including a YMCA near 
Westchester and Bergen avenues.

It is just one of many new excit-
ing projects. 

This is particularly sensational 
time, said Brady, because Melrose, 
which includes the BID service 
area, saw up to 50 years of disin-
vestment in the past.

There was a time when the BID 
was without a single bank branch, 
said Brady. Today 200,000 people 
pass through in a day. 

With so much new development 
and business activity comes in-
vestment in public works, he said, 
explaining that the BID and sur-
rounding community are seeing 
sewer upgrades and new wifi  broad-
band. 

Visibly on the street is Roberto 
Clemente Plaza that’s currently un-
der construction at Third and Wil-
lis avenues. 

It will include performance 
space, a fountain, planters, bus 

shelters and seating. 
Such investments, along with 

transportation studies and the like, 
simply were not undertaken for 
many years, he said. 

 “We are seeing right now this 
high level of community investment 
so we can catch up and remain com-
petitive to our counterparts,” said 
Brady, adding that this includes the 
citywide business environment.  

With so much new development 
happening nearby, one of Brady’s 

goals is to expand the boundaries 
of the BID to include much more of 
the Melrose community. 

He said the BID would present 
a plan to the NYC City Council as 
part of a two-year strategy to ex-
pand its boundaries: going south 
to East 146th Street and north to 
near the 42nd Precinct around 
East 158th Street, as well as to Lin-
coln Medical Center and Brook Av-
enue. 

“As a result of the expansion 
we will be the largest BID in the 
Bronx,” he said.

Brady, who started the job in 
December, most immediately suc-
ceeded Steven Fish as director, 
who in turn took the helm after the 
departure in 2015 of Vincent Valen-
tino, the BID’s  executive director 

for two decades.
“BIDs have evolving  needs, and 

Vinny being a former NYPD detec-
tive really helped the BID grapple 
with public safety issues,” said 
Brady. 

Mario De Giorgio of Young-
land and past HUB / Third Avenue 
BID board of directors chairman, 
stated he was very pleased to have 
Brady “on board” when he was ap-
pointed.

New director of HUB/Third Ave. BID

Michael Brady of the HUB/Third Avenue BID gestures towards Roberto Clemente Plaza as he describes a complete renova-
tion now underway. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Vincent Tran, a second year pharmacy student from Touro Col-
lege, explained some of the dangers of opioids and other drugs.
 Photo by SIlvio Pacifi co

Touro pharmacists teach students about drug abuse
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Community Board 5 hosted a retirement party on Friday, February 24 for its principal administrative assistant Carmen Cruz who served the 
board for 35 years. Cruz was honored in a ceremony by her CB 5 peers, 46th Precinct police offi cers, Councilman Ritchie Torres and Assem-
blyman Victor Pichardo at St. Simon Stock School’s gymnasium.

CB 5’s Carmen Cruz Celebrates Retirement

1

2

3

4

(1) (back, l-r) The 46th Precinct’s lieutenant Samuel Ravelo; 
police offi cer Anthony Fiol; police offi cer Yupa; police offi -
cer Vega; retired detective Warren Thompson; police offi cer 
Vassallo and inspector Philip Rivera, commanding offi cer, 
honored Cruz (front, c) for her community service.

(2) Salsa Catering’s Daniel Garcia (4th from l) proudly accepted 
an award (l-r) from board members (l-r) Susan Watts, Ada Pat-
terson, Lois Belin, Louella Hatch, Allie Graham and Cleo Boyd.

(3) Carmen Cruz (c) was presented a NYS Assembly Citation 
by Assemblyman Victor Pichardo and Louella Hatch.

(4) Josephine Pabon (c) graciously accepted her award from 
Lois Belin (l) and Allie Burgess Graham.

Josephine Pabon (c) graciously accepted her award from Lois Belin (l) and Allie Burgess Graham. 
 All photos by Miriam Quin





Evening of Champions.
A former U.S. Navy hos-

pital corpsman and third 
generation police offi cer, Mc-
Donald, then 29-years-old, 
was shot three times in the 
line of duty on July 12, 1986 
by 15-year-old Shavod Jones 
whom he was questioning 
about bicycle thefts in Cen-
tral Park.

The brutal attack para-
lyzed McDonald from the 
neck down rendering him a 
quadriplegic who depended 
on a ventilator to breathe.

He was married less than 
a year, with his wife expect-
ing their son, Conor, when he 
was injured.

Several months after his 
life changing ordeal, McDon-
ald received a call from Jones 
apologizing for his actions.

McDonald forgave him 
and was planning to have 
Jones join him in spreading 
a message of hope and for-
giveness, however fate had 
other plans.

After serving nine years, 
Jones was killed in a motor-
cycle accident on September 

9, 1995, three days after his 
release from parole.

McDonald dedicated his 
life toward spreading a mes-
sage of courage, dedication 
and forgiveness to everyone 
he met.

In December 2003, for-

mer NYPD commissioner 
Raymond Kelly presented 
McDonald a surprise double 
promotion to detective fi rst 
grade.

On Tuesday, January 
10, McDonald, 59, passed 
away after suffering a mas-

sive heart attack a few days 
prior.

He was waked a St. Agnes 
Parish Center on Wednes-
day, January 11 and a funeral 
Mass was held on Friday, 
January 13 at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral.

Bernard and principal 
Sr. Teresa Barton attended 
the Mass in which over 4,000 
police offi cers and civilians 
paid their respects.

“It was one of the most 
impressive funerals I’ve ever 
been to and it showed how 
much he inspired people,” he 
noted.

McDonald became a reg-
ular guest speaker at the 
Evening of Champions after 
his friend NYPD assistant 
chief Edward Delatorre in-

vited him.
Bernard and Sr. Barton 

were granted permission 
by McDonald’s wife Patricia 
Ann McDonald and their 
son, sergeant Conor McDon-
ald to rename the celebra-
tion.

“It’s a honor to rename 
this event for detective Mc-
Donald and we hope it keeps 
him alive in the hearts and 
minds of everyone at Villa 
Maria Academy,” expressed 
Bernard.  
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The late detective McDonald’s message of courage, dedication and forgiveness will live on in Villa 
Maria Academy’s annual ‘Detective Steven McDonald Evening of Champions’ celebration. Photo 
courtesy of Michael Bernard

- Seafood City brawl 
correction -

In a front page article last week, March 3, 2017 edi-
tion, Seafood brawl leaves locals, leaders crabby, City 
Council candidate Marjorie Velasquez’ press release 
stated that the brawl started at Johnny’s Reef. However, 
Johnny’s Reef didn’t reopen for the season until six 
days after the incident. 

The Bronx Times apologizes for printing her mis-
information and her subsequent error calling for the 
community board to rescind the establishment’s liquor 
license.

VMA’s Evening of Champs honors Detective McDonald

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
On Friday, March 3, 

members of the Muslim 
and Jewish communities 
united at the Bronx Mus-
lim Center on Rhinelander 
Avenue, along with local 
elected offi cials, to call for 
tolerance and unity in the 
face of increased bigotry. 

Muslim Americans 
have faced a slew of at-
tacks recently, while  a 
wave of bomb threats 
against Jewish establish-
ments and the desecra-
tion of Jewish cemeteries 
across the country, have 
left both groups on edge. 

Hate crimes reported 
in New York City rose 55 
percent from the same 
date in 2016, according to 
the NYPD. 

Anti-Semitic hate 
crimes during that time 
jumped a staggering 94 
percent.

“We are one family, 
coming from Adam and 
Eve, and we have to stand 
for justice, freedom and 
equality for all, regard-
less of belief, color or 

social status” said Ha-
mud Alsilwi, Iman of the 
Bronx Muslim Center.

Alsilwi and his con-
gregation were joined by 
members of the Bronx 
Jewish community, in-
cluding Charles Lands-
berg, president of the Jew-
ish Community Council 
of Pelham Parkway. 

Landsberg said that 
while the human race 
likes to think of itself as 
the supreme commanders 
of planet Earth, there was 
still much progress left to 
be made. 

“We’ve swam like fi sh, 
we’ve fl own like birds, but 
until we can walk together 
like brothers, we’re not fi t 
to mix with the animals,” 
Landsberg said.

The religious leaders 
were joined by Senator 
Jeff Klein, Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj and Council-
man Ritchie Torres.

“The last several 
months have been very 
diffi cult, for all the com-
munities who care about 
decency here in the 

Bronx,” Klein said. “This 
is something we have to 
send a very clear message 
about, we have to stand 

shoulder to shoulder. 
We have to stand united 
against hate.”

Klein mentioned his 

grandfather, who fl ed 
the Holocaust in Europe, 
but was not originally 
allowed in the United 

States, and instead had 
to emigrate to Argentina 
fi rst.

“There are those who 
say the immigrants of 
yesteryear came here to 
make America great,” 
he said. “But you know 
what? Immigrants who 
come here today come to 
make America great as 
well.”

Klein announced he 
was advocating for $25 
million to provide secu-
rity for New York state 
religious institutions in 
next year’s state budget.  

He also proposed legis-
lation to make racist graf-
fi ti a hate crime.

Gjonaj also praised 
immigrants as making 
America great, and urged 
Americans to reject hate.

“An attack on any re-
ligion is an attack on all 
religions,” he said.

The politicians spon-
sored an informational 
forum on immigrant 
rights later that evening 
for the community at the 
Muslim center. 

Bronx Muslims, Jews unite in call for tolerance

Charles Landsberg, President of the Jewish Community Council of Pelham Parkway, calls for religious 
tolerance along with local politicians and Hamud Alsilwi, the Iman of the Bronx Muslim Center, in front 
of the Bronx Muslim Center on March 3. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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