
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
On Thursday, February 23, 

Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. delivered the annual State of 
the Borough address at John F. 
Kennedy High School, his eighth 
since taking offi ce in 2009. Diaz 
discussed the borough’s successes 
involving economic development, 
housing, mental health and edu-
cation. 

He also highlighted the in-
stances where his offi ce provided 
lawyers for tenants in housing 
court, supported the minimum 
wage to $15 an hour, helped stop 

the regressive plastic bag tax and 
obtained funding to rebuild Or-
chard Beach, among other victo-
ries for the Bronx during his ten-
ure.

The borough president also 
spoke about the recent allocation 
of $108 million in state funding by 
Governor Andrew Cuomo to trans-
form the long-vacant Kingsbridge 
Armory into the Kingsbridge Na-
tional Ice Center, along with the 
planning of the four Metro North 
stations in the Bronx and the ferry 
service connecting Soundview to 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A late night brawl at a City Is-

land eatery has become a political 
football as civic leaders and candi-
dates vying for the local city coun-
cil seat presented their takes on the 
fracas.

Approximately 40 patrons were 
involved in a scuffl e at Seafood City 
the night of Thursday, February 23, 
fi ghting amongst themselves and 
throwing chairs and other objects. 

Video of the incident quickly 
went viral on social media sites 
like Facebook and Youtube, and 
was shown on multiple news out-
lets both here and abroad. 

The ruffi ans left the seafood es-
tablishment at 451 City Island Av-
enue before police arrived, and an 
investigation is now underway to 
fi nd them, said 45th Precinct Dep-
uty Inspector Danielle Raia. 

“We have opened up a case, and 
are going to see if we can identify 
people and put a little pressure 
on them (the restaurant),” Raia 
said. “They’re going to make some 
changes there because it’s unac-
ceptable and we can’t have that 
happen anywhere, not just City Is-
land.”

Many of the suspects came 
from areas outside the 45th Pre-
cinct, and the department is work-
ing with other precincts to identify 
them, she added.

Raia said other than occasional 
quality of life complaints, crime on 
the island had remained low in re-
cent years.

A City Island Civic Association 
meeting held on Tuesday, March 1 
was like a lobster pot boiling over 
with frustration from dozens of 
residents who said they were wor-
ried about not only their safety, but 
the reputation of their island.   

“These people that engage in 
that (behavior) and fi nd fun in 
throwing chairs and creating con-
troversy… I think we can all agree 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A feud between a tenant and his 

landlord led to bloodshed last week 
in Throggs Neck.

According to a NYPD spokes-
man, on Wednesday, February 22 
at 6:30 p.m. 45th Precinct police of-
fi cers  discovered an unconscious 
and unresponsive Zakir Khan, 44, 
with multiple stab wounds to his 
chest, in front of 1001 Logan Av-
enue.

Khan was rushed to Jacobi 
Medical Center where he was pro-
nounced deceased.

His landlord, Taha Mahran, 
51, allegedly murdered him over a 

rent dispute.
Police confi rmed Khan’s 

12-year-old son witnessed the mur-
der but was unharmed.

A NYPD source said Mahran 
entered the 45th Precinct station 
house covered in blood stating 
he stabbed someone with a knife 
which he had tossed down a sewer.

The murder weapon, a kitchen 
knife, was recovered by investiga-
tors from the sewer in front of the 
corner home.

Law enforcement stated Khan 
had three prior arrests while Mah-
ran had no criminal history.
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Bangladeshi feud ends 
in deadly stabbing

Mini Horse Whisperer

TN LANDLORD
KILLS TENANT

Seafood brawl 
leaves locals, 

leaders crabby

Claire, a mini horse, paid a surprise visit to Bronx Center for Rehabilitation 
and Healthcare patients on Wednesday, February 22 to help brighten their 
spirits. Marie Dominguez was absolutely delighted to meet Claire.. 

Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BP Diaz delivers annual ‘
State of the Boro’ address



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  M

a
r

c
h

 5
, 2

0
1

7
   

  2
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Rising rents frequently force 

artists out of communities, but a 
new co-op is looking to buck that 
trend with an alternative: owner-
ship. 

Artists cooperative, ArtCondo, 
purchased a 6,400 square foot va-
cant lot in Melrose in January 
with plans of developing an artist’s 
residence and workspace. They are 
looking for fellow collaborators. 

One of the art hub’s founders, 
Michele Gambetta, who formed it 
with Matthew Fletcher, said it took 
years to fi nd the right property, 
which turned out to be a parcel at 
368 E. 152nd Street.

The cooperative plans to de-
velop a 20,000-square foot building 
for 15 to 16 owner artists. 

The concept is to have artists 
pool their money and purchase 
real estate collectively, she said. 

“When people pool their en-
ergy and resources, they can ac-
cess things that they couldn’t oth-
erwise own on their own,” said 
Gambetta, describing the idea as 
something that would anchor par-
ticipants into a live/work spaces in 
the community. 

Gambetta, who is also a li-

censed real estate agent, believes 
that if artists are owners instead 
of renters, rising rents will be less 
of an issue. 

Plans call for roughly 1,500 
square feet of community non-
profi t space, with very simple live/
work spaces that the artists them-
selves retrofi t for their specifi c 
needs. 

“Artists don’t need luxury, they 
just need space to work,” said Gam-
betta, who feels the overall project 
has potential for Social Practice 
Art, where creators work with 
communities to develop art. 

The building will be environ-
mentally friendly, and Gambetta 
said she hopes to have it certifi ed 
as being energy effi cient. 

Currently, with at least seven 
artists on board, the project is 
nearing the halfway point in terms 
of fi nancing the new construction. 

The absolute minimal invest-
ment for interested artists is at 
least $70,000, said Gambetta.  

All creative crafters are wel-
come to apply. 

She extolled the benefi ts of liv-
ing in a community with fellow 
artists, saying it could enhance 
the overall work of individual 

members. 
“I think this is the essence of de-

mocracy,” said Gambetta. “In our 
own way, we are trying to talk to 
people and build something from 
the bottom up.”

Painter and public artist Amy 
Cheng, one of the participants, 
answered questions via email for 
the Bronx Times regarding Art-
Condo. 

Cheng stated that she wanted 
to retire from teaching in the 
Hudson Valley, and dreamed of 
moving back to the city. 

“The collective idea made 
sense to me practically and fi nan-
cially,” stated Cheng. “Real estate 
investors pool their monies to-
gether to purchase property, why 
shouldn’t artists?  

Cheng stated she believes that 

“buildings full of artists, like re-
tailers congregating in the same 
area, have an advantage” and 
that an entire building holding 
an open exhibition is more likely 
to draw an audience than a single 
artist working alone. 

For more information con-
tact Gambetta at mgambetta@
artcondo.com or artcondo2013@
gmail.com. 

ArtCondo apartments offers a creative touch

A realtor has purchased land for an artists condo development at 368 E. 152nd Street. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Van Nest Neighborhood Alli-

ance is planning a town hall for Monday, 
March 6 to discuss the re-location of the 
Bronx Muslim Center.

Representatives from the center have 
been meeting with both the VNNA and 
Community Board 11 over the past several 
months to discuss how the center - which 
is currently located on Rhinelander Av-
enue - will fi t into its new location at 1912-
1920 Amethyst Street.

As the Bronx Times previously re-
ported, parking is a hot button issue at 
the new location.

“It’s a one-way street, and not a very 
wide,” said Bernadette Ferrara, president 
of the VNNA. “The number one issue of 
course is how are you going to control 
your parking, which (is a problem) with 
any place of worship.”

“On Rhinelander it was a major issue 
because people were double and triple 
parked and cars couldn’t get by,” said Fer-
rara. 

“It creates animosity when common 
areas are not respected,” she also said. 
“It’s like a roommate situation.”

According to the center’s attorney, Mi-
chael Nacmias of the Eric Plotnick law 
fi rm, the current location can serve only 
150 worshipers.

This limited capacity leads to worship-
pers praying outside on the street.

The Bronx Times reached out to Nac-
mias for further comment but he said his 
clients no longer want him speaking to 
the media.

Representatives of the mosque met 
with the VNNA on Thursday, February 
23 to discuss the new site ahead of the 
Monday meeting.

The Bronx Times obtained a letter 
from the VNNA to the Bronx Muslim Cen-
ter recapping the meeting.

According to the letter, local business 
owners in the community who also attend 
the mosque agreed to secure additional 
parking spaces in front of their business 
to help relieve the parking problem.

However, Ferrara said the members 
of the mosque are still going to have to 
make sure the parking situation is man-
ageable.

The mosque can hold up to 525 people 
and it’s busiest hours are on Friday from 
noon to 2 p.m.

Ferrara suggested one way parking is-
sues may be alleviated is having someone 
from the mosque available to let members 
know when they are blocking someone on 
the street.

The VNNA president said the town 
hall will serve as a way for neighbors to be 
informed since everyone may not be com-
pletely knowledgeable on the mosque’s 
moving plans.

“A town hall really is just a place for 

people to listen and ask questions,” said 
Ferrara. “And we make sure nothing gets 
out of hand and we stop things as soon as 
somebody decides to get on a soapbox.”

Ferrara also hopes that any residents 
that chose not to attend the meeting and 
learn about the issue, won’t come back 
later and complain about the relocation.

“If [this topic] means something to you 
then you should show up and make your 
voice heard,” she said. “Show up or shut 
up.”

The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. in the 
fi rst fl oor community room at the Monsi-
gnor Fiorentino Apartments at 1830 Am-
ethyst Street.

VNNA to discuss Muslim Center’s relocation

The Bronx Muslim Center purchased this property on Amethyst Street to build a new mosque that will 
be able to hold more of its members. Photo Courtesy of Arthur Cusano
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 
agency approved by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-
vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 
Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 
experienced with your specific needs and will always put 
you or your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 
understand and respect your customs and enhance you 
overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-
tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 
personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 
that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-
cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 
your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 
quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 
providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-
tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 
Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 
knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 
and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 
companionship, care and personal attention that you or 
your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 
undergo a background check and have received exten-
sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 
approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 
classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 
quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-
icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 
Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 
care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 
member to become involved with your home care. When 
you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 
a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 
recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 
caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 
your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 
control over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 
can depend on us to support you in your time of need—
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 
can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 
they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 
and listen to feedback directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 
visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.



that’s not how we want to be 
represented,” association 
president Bill Stanton told 
the crowd. 

“I think the business in-
volved and business owners 
in general do not want to be 
seen as promoting that,” he 
added.

Stanton introduced the 
man who oversees the eve-
ning security for Seafood 
City, island resident and 
former NYPD offi cer Den-
nis Fitzpatrick, who said his 
establishment was being un-
fairly singled out, and that 
there was no way to entirely 
stop large groups of patrons 
from places like Co-op City 
and Mount Vernon from 
starting an altercation if 
they run into someone they 
have a dispute with.

“You never know if peo-
ple have a problem with 
someone in another neigh-
borhood,” he said.  

“I don’t think there is any 
restaurant that has more 
control over a restaurant 
with the volume of business 
that we do on a daily basis 
with the clientele we have.”

Fitzpatrick said he regu-
larly closes the restaurant’s 
bar if he sees potential for 
trouble, and that the bar had 

been closed from 8. to 10 p.m. 
that night due to the restau-
rant’s high volume. 

“You can’t tell me that all 
those people got drunk in 
those 20 minutes they were 
there, it’s impossible,” he 
said.   

The civic association has 
called for a paid detail of off-
duty NYPD offi cers on the 
island in years past, Stanton 
said, and Seafood City man-
agement attended a meeting 
on the issue last year.  

But new city rules that 
require establishments to 
cover additional insurance 
costs for those offi cers in 
the event of injury has put 
the program on hold.  

Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, a candidate for the 
13th Council District  and 
former City Island resident,  
spoke out about the inci-
dent. 

Gjonaj paid a visit to 
Seafood City and stated in 
a subsequent release there 
would be a hiring of addi-
tional in-house security at 
the restaurant.

“While it is fortunate 
that no one was seriously 
injured in this incident, 
the owner, as well as City 
Island residents and the 
NYPD, are frustrated in the 

acts of the individuals in-
volved,” Gjonaj stated. “It is 
important that immediate 
actions are being taken by 
the establishment and the 
community to prevent any 
future occurrences.” 

The civic association cor-
responding secretary, John 
Doyle, another council can-
didate, criticized the restau-
rant for not taking enough 
action eventhough its clien-
tele has been infi ltrated by 
rival gang members.

Marjorie Velazquez, an-
other candidate, called for 
the NY State Liquor Author-
ity to rescind the liquor li-
censes of Seafood City and 
Johnny’s Reef, another City 
Island establishment at the 
island’s southern tip, where 
police claim the disturbance 
originated. 

Both establishments had 
their licenses renewed in 
2016 and are up for approval 
again in 2018. 

City Island Chamber of 
Commerce vice president 
Paul Klein said the business 
organization was not com-
menting on the Seafood City 
debacle, other than it ap-
peared to be handled.

“I think they have the 
situation pretty well under 
control,” he said.

Khan had been arrested 
for criminal contempt, ag-
gravated phone harassment 
and stalking.

A Bangladesh-born 
U.S. citizen, Khan moved 
to Parkchester in 1992 and 
rose to prominence among 
its large Bangladeshi com-
munity.

Khan, a married father 
of three, owned Parkchester 
Real Estate New York 
formerly located at 16 
Westchester Square, Suite 3. 
The property now houses a 
McDonald’s.

Mahran, also Bangla-
deshi, has been charged 
with murder, manslaughter 
and criminal possession of 
a weapon.

The married father of 
three was arraigned at 
Bronx Criminal Court on 
Thursday, February 23 fol-
lowing a psychological eval-
uation at Jacobi.

Khan allegedly promised 
to rent  Mahran’s $1,500 a 
month apartment wih the 
intent to buy it, but instead 

moved his family in without 
a lease.

The 3-bedroom, 1-bath 
rental is listed on his 
Parkchester Real Estate web-
site for $1,575 per month.

Khan was reportedly 
nine months behind in his 
rent after shutting down his 
real estate business.

Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda said Mahran con-
tacted him and Senator 
Ruben Diaz, Sr. to speed up 
Khan’s eviction, but only a 
housing court judge could 
grant his request.

A warrant of eviction 
had been secured, however 
Mahran became infuriated  
after Khan received an ex-
tension.  

Sepulveda said Khan 
worked hard to empower 
the Bangladeshi commu-
nity and would be remem-
bered for his advocacy and 
dedication.

He added Mahran was 
generally a peaceful man 
whose violent act was to-
tally out of character.

Sepulveda called the in-

cident a tragedy for both 
families. 

A neighbor said Mahran 
lived there for 13 years and 
spent a lot of time main-
taining the 1-family frame 
house. 

He was always respectful 
until Khan moved in a year 
ago, the neighbor added.

The source confi rmed 
Khan participated in a se-
ries of actions to taunt Mah-
ran, such as spreading trash 
all over the property. 

“Taha Mahran never 
raised his voice once until 
Zakir Khan moved in,” the 
neighbor said. “Taha was a 
very calm man so whatever 
happened between them 
must have really set him 
off.”

“Zakir Khan was a very 
good friend of mine,” said 
Mohammed Mujumder, 
Community Board 9 Land 
and Zoning chairman. “He 
was a nice, caring husband 
and father and regardless 
of what he allegedly did, he 
didn’t deserve to die in such 
a barbaric manner.”  
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Seafood City brawl leaves locals 
and City Island leaders crabby

Dennis Fitzpatrick, head of security for Seafood City, discusses efforts to control crowds with a large 
group of residents at a City island Civic Association meeting held less than a week after a brawl was 
recorded at Seafood City. Arthur Cusano

Landlord kills tenant; Bangladeshi 
feud ends in deadly stabbing

A rent dispute between 1001 Logan Avenue’s tenant and landlord turned deadly last Wednesday.  
              Community News Group/Robert Wirsing
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of Throggs Neck and the borough’s 

most anticipated events is scheduled for 
Sunday, March 12. 

The 19th Annual Throggs Neck St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade steps off at noon from 
East Tremont and Lafayette avenues. 

A sea of green marchers will make their 
way down the thoroughfare and past a re-
viewing stand at Harding Avenue. 

Honored this year as grand marshal 
Derek Woods, acclaimed videographer and 
a founder of Riverdale Children’s Theater 
founder.

There are three honored religious, mem-
bers of the Dominican Sisters of Sparkill: 
Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary, Sr. Peggy Gannon 
and Sr. Betty McLaughlin.

Woods said that he hopes for great 
weather the day of the parade enabling 
people to celebrate the special bonds that 
are evident in the community and its busi-
nesses on parade day. 

“We hope that people from all over the 
Bronx and the tri-state area come and en-
joy Throggs Neck for the day,” said Woods, 
adding “with traditional Irish fare and mu-
sic all over, it is truly very special: not only 
an Irish-American day, but a great Bronx 
day.” 

The grand marshal, who grew up on 
Bainbridge Avenue and hails from River-
dale today, said that he believes that the 
parade affords people from all over the bor-
ough a chance to visit the Throggs Neck 
community. 

The videographer, who has spent his 
whole career fi lming the borough, includ-
ing the parade for nearly its entire exis-
tence, added that visitors from elsewhere 
get to see a beautiful and vibrant commu-
nity. 

Marching along with Woods and the 
honored religious will be family members 
of 17 posthumously recognized honorary 
grand marshals. 

Extended family and friends are com-
ing away from far away places like Florida, 
according to interviews honorary grand 
marshals’ families, to march in the parade 
and remember everyday people who made 
up the fabric of the community. 

The 17 are Margaret Albin, Patrick 
Boyle, Veronica Christensen, Mary Fitz-
simons, Teresa Fitzsimons, Eleanor Kelly, 
Arleen Knapp, Mary McEnery, Jack Mul-
lane, Jack O’Connor, Kathy O’Sullivan, 
John Quinn, Sal Randazzo, Dennis Raf-
tery, Jr., Daniel Smith, John Steel and Bar-
bara Wynne.

The committee, comprised of Throggs 

Neck Benevolent Association members 
and community leaders, select the honor-
ees based on recommendations and their 
own interactions, said Karin O’Connor, 
committee member. 

O’Connor said that the parade is a 
much looked-forward-to-event in the com-
munity, with many people telling parade 
organizers that it is the highlight of their 
year. 

“We always strive to bring great pa-
rades to the streets of Throggs Neck,” said 
O’Connor, adding “There is a lot of fun and 
revelry that goes on and we are proud to be 
doing this for the 19th time.” 

The parade committee member said 
that as of press time some 20 marching 
bands and 45 to 50 groups have confi rmed 
that they will be taking part this year. 

St. Patrick’s 
Parade Sunday, 

March 12th

Derek Woods is the grand marshal of the 19th An-
nual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Photo 
courtesy of Derek Woods

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Warriors Football 

Club celebrated the close 
of another season and 
looking forward to con-
tinuing its tradition of 
helping youth build their 
bodies and minds next 
season. 

The football league for 
youth held its 65th An-
nual Awards Ceremony at 
Scavello’s on the Island on 
Thursday, February 23.

League offi cials hon-
ored four sponsors who 
have supported the War-
riors for the past three de-
cades - since they switched 
from being a travel team 
to being a community-
based intramural sport-
ing league. 

Since 1985, sponsors 
Ralph Giordano Funeral 
Home, O’Connor Carpets, 
McNulty Funeral Home 
and Schuyler Hill Funeral 
Home have been stead-
fast sponsors and were 
honored, along with the 
players and coaches, said 
Joe DeSimone, Warriors 
president. 

“In 1985, because there 
was such demand in the lo-
cal area because other or-
ganizations were closing 
down, Jay Demers started 
the Warriors football or-
ganization and they were 
our original sponsors,” 
said DeSimone. 

The owner of one of 
the honored businesses, 
James McQuade of Schuy-
ler Hill Funeral Home, 

said that he supports and 
partners with the league 
because he supports any-
thing that is for the benefi t 
of the community youth. 

“I see it as a good way 
for the kids to grow up and 
learn organized sports 
and I think it is an asset 
to the community,” said 
McQuade, adding “Any-
thing that helps get these 
kids off the street, and get 
organized, I support 100 
percent.” 

Demers originally 
founded the Warriors 
travel team in Manhattan 
in 1952, and later moved it 
to the Bronx, but for the 
fi rst few decades it was 
a travel team, said DeSi-
mone. 

Today there is an age 
14 and under travel team 
that continues that tradi-
tion, he said. 

The league is already 
gearing up for next sea-
son, with a free speed and 
agility clinic slated to run 
in Pelham Bay Park ev-
ery Tuesday and Thurs-
day from Tuesday, April 4 

through the end of Thurs-
day, June 29, said the 
league president. 

The strength and con-
ditioning clinic is de-
signed to get youth who 
may be interested in play-
ing football in  shape for 
the fall. 

Focuses of the clinic 
include obstacle courses, 
racing in track events in-
cluding the 40-yard-dash 
and agility drills, said the 
league president. 

Every two weeks, the 
youth receive results from 
their races to see if they 
are improving or not, said 
DeSimone.

“It gets them in shape…
we see incredible improve-
ments,” he said, adding 
“Parents rave about it.” 

The football season for 
the league, which serves 
children ranging from 
fi ve to 14-years-old, begins 
in August. 

The league hosts a fl ag 
football league for fi ve to 
seven-year-olds and sev-
eral tackle leagues: a ju-
nior pee wee league for 
seven to nine-year-olds, 
a pee wee league for ten 
to 13-year-olds, said the 
league president, in addi-
tion to the travel league. 

All of the leagues have 
a weight limit to ensure 
safety, added the league 
president. 

To learn more about 
Warriors programs or to 
register visit: www.bronx-
warriorsfootball.com. 

Warrior Football Club
closes out 65th season

Players, coaches and parents from the Warriors Football Club enjoy their 65th Annual Award Cer-
emony on Thursday, February 23. Photo by Laura Stone

I see it as a good way 
for the kids to grow up 

and learn organized 
sports and I think it is an 
asset to the community.

James McQuade
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ACHIEVE
3 TO 6 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
IN ONE YEAR!!!

“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S READING PROBLEM
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Mia Grade (r) made a maraca using culinary tools with the help of Craig Miller and Nancy 
Lopez of NYBG’s Children’s Education at the Vegetable Orchestra stand. Photo by Laura Stone

Layah Dean stretched some dough she kneaded at the No Rise Pizza Dough stand. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Michael Feltman chopped fruits and veggies with Susanne Costa’s assistance at Chop Shop.
 Photo by Laura Stone

Chef Michelle Warner (l) presented herbs to Jada Concepcion (c) for the Lemony Chicken 
Soup and Dilly Vegetable dumplings the kids helped create. Photo by Laura Stone

Sisters Josie (l) and Brooke showed off the veggie and fruit kabobs they made at Chop 
Shop. Photo by Laura Stone

Layah Dean (l) worked with Veniece Pinnock of NYBG Children’s Education to create some 
No Rise Pizza Dough made with natural ingredients including honey. Photo by Laura Stone

Children and their families celebrated the relationships among plants and their favorite foods from Saturday, February 18 to Monday, February 20 at the New York Botanical Garden’s 
Culinary Kids Weekend. Staff from the Children’s Education Department guided visitors through a variety of delicious activities including activity stations, culinary workshops and cooking 
demonstrations.

NYBG Serves Culinary Kids Workshops
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911 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

The School of American Ballet

Beauty of Ballet
A performance featuring faculty member Katrina Killian and advanced students from the School of American Ballet

SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 2017, AT 1:00 PM

for ages 4 and above the

 in association with

presents

 These programs are supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council and Council Members Daniel 
Garodnick, Stephen Levin, and Helen Rosenthal, and by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts.

School of American Ballet is the official school of New York City Ballet | www.sab.org

 Photos by Rosalie O’Connor; Stars and Stripes choreography by George Balanchine © The George Balanchine Trust

Hostos Center for the Arts & Culture
 Repertory Theater at Hostos Community College

 450 Grand Concourse at 149th St., Bronx

 Pick up free tickets at box offi ce starting 
at 12 pm on the day of the show. 
Seating is fi rst come, fi rst served.

See excerpts from classical ballets and 
learn how talented young students train 

to become professional dancers!

A FREE 

family 

program!
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Government offi cials in part-

nership with Community Access 
broke ground on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 22, for a new affordable 
14-story, 126-unit complex that will 
cater to residents struggling with 
mental health issues.

Community Access, a company 
that specializes in supportive hous-
ing for people dealing with mental 
health concerns, will have onsite 
support services to help each of its 
tenants fi ghting through those is-
sues.

The $52.3 million project re-
ceived help from Governor Cuo-
mo’s fi ve-year Affordable Homeless 
and Housing plan which is geared 
towards fi ghting homelessness and 
creating more affordable housing 
opportunities in the state.

“This development will offer 
residents the help they need to fi nd 
their footing, focus on their recov-
ery and reach their future goals,” 
said Ann Sullivan, commissioner of 
the NYS Offi ce of Mental Health.

According to Cal Hedigan, dep-
uty CEO at Community Access , the 
111 East 172nd Street site will be dif-
ferent from other supportive hous-
ing they have throughout the city.

“Because of the nature of the site 
we were able to create a urban agri-
culture component,” said Hedigan. 

The site will feature an urban 
farm with six raised growing beds 
that will be used to grow vegetables 
year-round.

In addition, it will have a com-
mercial kitchen in which tenants 
will learn how to improve their nu-
trition and prepare healthy meals.

Hedigan added the farm will not 

only help the tenants nutritionally 
but also socially.

“One of the things people living 
with mental health concerns tend 
to struggle with is isolation, lone-
liness and diffi culty creating new 
meaningful relationships,” Hedi-
gan continued. “[The farm] is not 
just about the food - it’s a way to 
draw people out.”

Community Access fi rst fi led ap-
plications for the project in 2015. 

Hedigan said the company was 
very pleased with the site’s size and 
possibilities, adding that usually 
sites are hard to come by for Com-
munity Access. 

Also, she said the hostcommu-
nities are not always thrilled about 
having people with mental health 
issues moving into their neighbor-
hood.

She added that for people living 
in supportive housing, “Developing 

relationships in the community and 
not being exposed to discrimination 
or high levels of stigma are very im-
portant in people’s recovery.”

Hedigan said usually in the 
beginning of the development 
process, community members 
are concerned about this type of 
housing coming into their neigh-
borhood.

However, she added, “Once 
it’s built and they see the quality 
of the building and they see it’s 
contributions to the community, 
we’re generally welcomed.”

The complex will have 60 of its 
units - which are all studio apart-
ments - set aside for people strug-
gling with mental health.

According to Hedigan, some 
of those people will be Medicaid 
users identifi ed by the state while 
others will come from state men-
tal health facilities.

Fifty-seven of the units will 
be for low income families - cho-
sen through a lottery - that are 
making 57 percent of the area’s 
median income while eight units 
will be low-income studio apart-
ments.

Hedigan said the facility is ex-
pected to open by mid 2018.

Supportive housing for Claremont in 2018

Steve Coe (front, 4th from r), Community Access CEO; funders and developers broke ground for a new $52.2 million afford-
able and supportive housing complex at 111 E. 172nd Street. Photo by Ray Maldonado

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Mayor de Blasio instructed the 

NYC School Construction Author-
ity during a Tuesday, February 21 
Bronx Town Hall to look into pur-
chasing two properties in School 
District 10 to help with the district’s 
overcrowding.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, 
who was present for the meeting, 
said the city should try to purchase 
the property at 3120 Corlear Av-
enue - which is currently the Tech 
International Charter School - and 
171 West 239th Street - which is cur-
rently the Visitation School.

Both schools have been in the 
news due to reports they would be 
closing down soon.

The archdiocese announced in 
February that the Visitation School 
would be one of six schools closing 
in the city.

The Church of the Visitation 
occupied the site until it closed in 
2015.

Tech Internationals Charter 
School’s board voted earlier this 
year not to renew its charter at the 
end of the 2016-2017 school year. 

Neither the Tech International 
Charter School nor the New York 
Archdiocese responded to a request 

for comment.
“There are some sites right 

in our neighborhood where we 
can take seats,” Dinowitz told the 
mayor during the town hall. 

“We had mentioned a few 
months ago the site of the former 
Church of the Visitation and now 
unfortunately the school is closing. 
It is a huge site which I hope the De-
partment of Education can secure 
from the Archdiocese,” he added.

De Blasio told those in atten-
dance that he had heard of both 
sites.

“We like to get our hands on 
school buildings,” said the mayor. 
“So the president of the School 
Construction Authority Lorraine 
Grillo is going to make it her busi-
ness to go out and get her hands on 
those buildings.”

During the meeting multiple 
community members joined Di-
nowitz in telling the mayor about 
the school’s overcrowding and lack 
of resources.

Dinowitz pointed specifi cally 
to P.S 7 - which sits near the Tech 
International Charter School - and 
Kingsbridge Heights Neighborhood 
Improvement Association presi-
dent Elizabeth Thompson pointed 

to P.S. 307, P.S. 86, P.S. 340 and the 
Walton High School Campus.

Grillo said at the meeting the 
city has in its budget funding for 
456 additional seats in city schools. 

However, the they need to fi nd 
places to put those seats.

“What we hope you do is give 
us help,” said Grillo. “You guys 
are on the ground and we’d love 
for you to identify sites and we’d 
love to explore and investigate 
anything you give us.”

Dinowitz told the Bronx 
Times on Tuesday, February 
28, “The department of educa-
tion told us they needed some 
seats and I’ve given them two 
sites both of which would be 
very helpful.”

Dinowitz reiterated that it 
is unfortunate that the church 
and school closed but the city 
can turn the closing into some-
thing benefi cial.

“Given the fact they did close 
we would like to see that prop-
erty used for purposes that are 
in the best interest of the entire 
community and building a pub-
lic school there is in the best 
interest of the community,” he 
said.

Mayor instructs SCA to acquire school sites

With the Tech International School Charter School closing at the end of this 
school year, the Department of Education could fi nd a home for a new public 
school at 3120 Corlear Avenue. 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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The Samuel H. Young American Legion Post 620 hosted a World War I Doughboy meeting on Saturday, February 25 in which reenactors and collectors from fi ve states came to swap and 
sell Great War uniforms and ephemera. The free, public event was to prepare for the centennial of the U.S. entry into the First World War on Thursday, April 6 and get more reenactors 
to represent WWI in their communities. The celebration also honored the post’s namesake, private Young, who was the fi rst and youngest neighborhood soldier to be killed in WWI.
   (Above, l-r) Collectors Bill Baldwin, Peter Tragn and Bob Jacobs displayed some WWI-era memorabilia.
  (Insert)  Bronxites viewed many WWI-era items including posters, badges, clothing and photographs among many other historical pieces. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Samuel Young Post 620 Remembers WWISamuel Young Post 620 Remembers WWI

Daniel Rodriguez wore a historic Doughboy U.S. Army uniform from 
‘The Great War’.

Nina Mako and Dan Conna wore historically 
accurate military attire from the time period. 

(Above) Jim McGaughan and son, Mat-
thew, viewed many of the WWI arti-
facts on display. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Javier Rodriguez; his son, Daniel 
(Left) and Todd Rambow gave a one-
of-a-kind history lesson.



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

M
a

r
c

h
 5

, 2
0

1
7

   
1

2
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Butler Houses in Clare-

mont Village are the fi rst NYCHA 
property to receive the full secu-
rity upgrades associated with the 
Mayor’s Action Plan for Neigh-
borhood Safety.

NYCHA completed work on 
CCTV cameras, Layered Access 
security doors and new lighting 
on the grounds in late January 
which are the fi rst step to creat-
ing a safer environment around 
public housing.

According to NYCHA, the six 
21-story buildings - which in-
clude a total of 1,476 units - each 
received two new entrance doors 
and one new exit door.

In addition, the six buildings 
received 30 new cameras in addi-
tion to upgrades to the 58 existing 
cameras.

Finally, 245 new exterior light-
ing fi xtures were installed on the 
grounds.

Cornell Nolton, president 
of the Resident Association at 
the Butler Houses, said the new 
lights have been a plus for Butler 
Houses’ older residents.

“The seniors feel more at ease 

with the lighting,” said Nolton. 
“They feel comfortable that they 
won’t be robbed.”

He added that residents used to 
come in early because they were 
afraid to be outside in the dark.

Nolton, a 20-year resident of 
the houses, said before the up-

grades the Butler Houses expe-
rienced its share of shootings, 
robberies, domestic violence and 
drug use.

He adds, “Crime is down a lit-
tle bit now” since the new secu-
rity features were installed.

In addition, to those features, 

Nolton said he has been holding 
meetings twice a month for resi-
dents to voice their concerns and 
better their living experience.

According to Nolton, dur-
ing those times representatives 
from government offi cials and of-
fi cers from the local PSA 7 have 
attended the meetings to help 
in making the buildings better 
places to live.

The resident association 
president said he is already see-
ing improvements thanks to the 
meetings as residents are putting 
their garbage in the incinerator 
instead of throwing it out their 
window.

According to Renita Francois, 
deputy director of MAP,hearing 
from residents is one of the ways 
the action plan hopes to improve 
quality of life in a program called 
Neighborhood STAT.

Francois said the next step 
for Butler Houses is to install the 
Neighborhood STAT program, 
which will include a “very inte-
gral and coordinated” response 
to the problems facing public 
housing.

She said agencies such as the 

NYPD, NYCHA, the NYC Depart-
ment of Homeless Services and 
the NYC Department of Sanita-
tion will be able to hear from res-
idents and make sure their needs 
are met.

“For example if the homeless 
shelter across the street is not 
open, that population will trickle 
over into this development and 
then we’ll have people sleeping 
in the hallways or camping out 
in front of buildings,” said Fran-
cois.

She explained in that type of 
situation the NYPD’s neighbor-
hood coordination offi cer, a rep-
resentative from NYC Depart-
ment of Homeless Services and 
the property manager will be 
available to come up with a solu-
tion to that problem.

In addition to the security fea-
tures, said a NYCHA representa-
tive, MAP also includes invest-
ments in the community such as 
mentoring and job training for 
young adults, improved access 
to public benefi ts, confl ict media-
tion, grandparent support groups 
and extended hours at local com-
munity centers.

Butler Houses receives full security upgrade 

New security doors at the Butler Houses are just one part of the Mayor’s Action 
Plan for Neighborhood Safety. Photo Courtesy of NYCHA

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A street crossing that neighbors say a 

traffi c light is badly needed for pedestri-
ans will be getting one soon. 

The intersection of Morris Park and Wal-
lace avenues, called “extremely dangerous” 
by a local activist, will soon have a new traf-
fi c light installed in a bid to increase pedes-
trian safety. 

Community activist Katherine Torres 
said that she did not feel comfortable cross-
ing the intersection with a stroller, or hav-
ing her elderly parents cross the street to at-
tend church services or go shopping. 

“We’ve never had a crosswalk there,” 
said Torres, adding “It is just extremely dan-
gerous.” 

She said she has seen a number of close 

calls with pedestrians at the intersection. 
In one incident she said she saw two cars 

swerve into oncoming lanes of traffi c to 
avoid hitting an elderly woman who was car-
rying shopping bags across the street, barely 
missing her, said Torres. 

Torres also got involved because she an-
ticipates that a new charter school and some 
new businesses nearby may generate more 
pedestrian traffi c at the intersection.

“They roll the dice,” said Torres of pedes-
trians, adding that the new light will also 
make for safer travelling for motorists who 
want to continue on Wallace Avenue past 
Morris Park Avenue. 

Councilman James Vacca followed the 
case for Torres after she contacted him, pro-
viding necessary advocacy and information 
to make the new light a reality. 

Torres also reached out to DOT directly, 
she said. 

The councilman said that speeding along 
Morris Park Avenue has been an issue for as 
long as he can remember, and he’s advocated 
for a number of changes, including an ear-
lier effort to get a light at Barnes and Morris 
Park avenues. 

“Katherine Torres reached out to me and 
I really give her a lot of credit: she lobbied 
very hard,” said the councilman, adding that 
wherever he goes in district he hears about 
the need to slow down thoroughfare traffi c. 

The councilman said that there are a va-

riety of solutions that can help in individual 
cases, including speed humps where appro-
priate. 

A DOT spokeswoman stated that the light 
at Morris Park and Wallace avenues was ap-
proved in February and is slated for installa-
tion by Friday, June 30. 

Another traffi c light was approved for 
Rhinelander and Tomlinson avenues in Jan-
uary and should be installed by May, stated 
the spokeswoman. 

Tony Signorile, Morris Park Community 
Association president, said that in addition 
to these two locations, Bronxdale Avenue is 
also in need of speed humps or other traffi c 
calming measures. 

The MPCA president cited frequent 
speeding around a curve on Bronxdale and 
Rhinelander avenues and a fatal accident in 
August 2016 at Bronxdale and Wallace av-
enues as proof that greater traffi c calming 
was needed on the roadway. 

Morris Park, Wallace avenues get traffi c light

City DOT has approved a traffi c light for the cor-
ner of Morris Park Avenue and Wallace Avenue.
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

A new traffi c light has been approved for Rhinelander Avenue and Tomlinson Avenue.  Community News 
Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Senator Jeff Klein, in partnership with assembly members Mark Gjonaj and Michael Benedetto, 
celebrated the 22nd annual Black History Month Breakfast on Saturday, February 25 at Villa Barone 
Manor.,The event featured a lively performance by the Trinity Baptist Choir, a keynote address dis-
trict attorney Darcel Clark and an awards ceremony for special honorees. This year honored 43rd 
Precinct sergeant William Jean Baptiste, Clason Point Gardens community activist Dolores Biggs, 
Mount Vernon Parent Teacher Association Council president Lorna Kirwan, former Community 
Board 8 district manager Patricia Manning and Community Board 10 chairman Martin Prince.
   NY1 News anchor Cheryl Wills (c) graciously accepted a proclamation from (l-r) Benedetto, Klein, 
Clark and Gjonaj. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Klein, Gjonaj & Benedetto
                              Celebrate Black History Month

Klein (l) presented district attorney Clark a procla-
mation recognizing her hardwork and dedication. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assembly members Gjonaj (l) and Benedetto thanked 
district attorney Clark for her service. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Lieutenant Quathisha Epps (front, c) was honored by her fellow 47th Precinct offi cers. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph 
Crowley; Assemblyman Gjonaj; keynote speaker district 
attorney Darcel Clark; Senator Klein and Assemblyman 
Benedetto. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Below) (back, l-r) Honoree sergeant Baptiste; Gjonaj; Rev. 
Dr. Rabbi Keith Elijah Thompson; Clark; Klein; honoree Mar-
tin Prince; Benedetto; (front, l-r) honorees Lorna Kirwan, 
Patricia Manning, Dolores Biggs and lieutenant Epps. Photo 
by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local medical prac-

tice lifts the confi dence of 
Bronxites.

The practice, Bronx 
Plastic Surgery, which 
has provided the Bronx 
with advance services in 
cosmetic, plastic and re-
constructive surgery for 
more than 25 years, is of-
fering residents an oppor-
tunity to further enhance 
their outer appearance at 
a reasonable price, just in 
time for the summer.

Bronx Plastic Sur-
gery, located at 2425 East-
chester Road, headed by 
Robert D. Goldstein M.D., 
F.A.C.S. and Heather A. 
Erhard M.D., F.A.C.S., 
both of whom are board-
certifi ed plastic surgeons, 
is devoted to their practice 
of plastic and reconstruc-
tive surgery.

For the next two 

months, Bronx Plastic 
Surgery is offering breast 
augmentation (implants) 
for only $5,800 and tummy 
tucks for approximately 
$6,000. Pricing includes 
anesthesia as well as a fa-
cility fee. 

BPS is also providing 
patients with Botox treat-
ments for $10 per unit, 
along with Dermal Fill-
ers.

The timing is perfect 
for those who are looking 
to enhance and restore 
their natural beauty, as 
patients who undergo 
these procedures will be 
fully recovered and ready 
for the summer by the 
time beach season comes 
around.

Other body, face and 
breast procedures are also 
available to patients who 
are interested in enhanc-
ing their appearance. The 

practice also offers treat-
ment for patients suffer-
ing with skin cancer.

“Our practice is all 
about making our patients 
feel good about their ap-
pearance and comfortable 
in their own skin - with the 
correct treatment,” said 
Erhard, who specializes in 
breast reconstructive sur-
gery. “It’s a great feeling to 
serve the borough where I 
have lived for so long.”

“Each patient we provide 
service to will need a differ-
ent treatment - and it is up 
to us to decide what treat-
ment is most appropriate 
for them,” said Goodstein, 
who has been in practice 
for over 30 years. “Look-
ing back on our history, it 
has been an honor to have 
so many people from the 
Bronx instilling their trust 
in our practice as long as 
they have.”

According to Erhard and 
Goodstein, the business has 
always put emphasis on pro-
viding customers with a 
positive experience through 
personalized care, making 
sure each customer’s proce-
dure is as comfortable and 
pleasant as possible.

Additionally, both doc-
tors stay current regard-
ing the latest standards and 
surgical techniques to pro-
vide the best possible ser-
vice to their patients.

Before any procedure is 
agreed upon, Bronx Plas-
tic Surgery reviews each 
patient’s medical history, 
current health, as well as 
the patient’s expectations 
and motivation for the pro-
cedure.

To schedule an appoint-
ment at Bronx Plastic Sur-
gery, call (718) 405-7500 or 
visit www.bronxplasticsur-
gery.com.

Bronx Plastic Surgery 
preps patients for summer

Goldstein (l) and Erhard have each headed Bronx Plastic Surgery 
for more than two decades. Photo courtesy of Bronx Plastic Surgery

Manhattan. 
 He added that he would 

continue to stay focused on 
funding for NYCHA com-
munities as well as the 
Sheridan Expressway.

Despite progress in 
these areas, Diaz expressed 
concern with homeless-
ness, public housing, the 
criminal justice system, 
mental health care and 
overcrowded schools/class-
rooms, all categories that 
need considerable improve-
ments. 

One alarming statistic 
shows that only 63 percent 
of Bronx students graduate 
from high school, and even 
less of a percentage are pre-
pared for a CUNY college.

Diaz also discussed the 
future of the Jerome Av-
enue corridor, which is in 
the middle of a major rezon-
ing process and will affect 
local residents and busi-
nesses, as well as the need 
to build more affordable 
and permanent supportive 
housing to prevent home-
lessness.

Diaz’s transportation 
expansion goals included 
creating a ‘Triboro Line’ 
subway proposal with the 
Regional Plan Associa-
tion, which would connect 
Brooklyn and Queens to 
the Bronx, as well as ex-
panding CitiBike to all fi ve 
boroughs.

“I was particularly 
pleased to hear than Diaz 
will continue to focus on 
capital investments in our 
borough,” said Councilman 
Rafael Salamanca, one of 
many elected offi cials in at-
tendance. “His continued 
commitment to healthcare, 
homelessness and schools 
are three issues I know we 
are both passionate about 
and will continue to work 
together on.

“Last week’s State of 
the Borough refl ected his 
steadfast leadership for 
the Bronx - and that’s why 
I am pledging to work with 
him to push for these in-
vestments, which I know 
we both believe will lead to 
greater opportunities for 
the borough’s next genera-

tion.”
“For nearly eight years, 

my offi ce and our partners 
have development and ex-
ecuted policies of equality 
and smart services, making 
the Bronx an even better 
place for all its residents,” 
Diaz said. “We have seen 
considerable improvement, 
but life is certainly not per-
fect in our borough - ser-
vices and amenities abun-
dant in other boroughs are 
lacking here and, despite 
having world-class hospi-
tals, our borough’s health 
indicators have been slow 
to improve.”

Nearly 100,000 more 
Bronxites are currently 
employed than when Diaz 
took offi ce in May 2009.

The State of the Bor-
ough address was attended 
by Salamanca, NYC comp-
troller Scott Stringer, 
Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, District 
Attorney Darcel Clark, 
Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma, Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca, Congressman Jose 
Serrano, senators Ruben 

Diaz, Jeff Klein, Gustavo 
Rivera and Jamaal Bai-
ley, assemblymen Jeffrey 
Dinowitz, Mark Gjonaj, 
Marcos Crespo and Victor 
Pichardo, president of the 
Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation 
Marlene Cintron as well 

as Adolfo Carrion, Jr., a 
former Bronx borough 
president. Aurelia Greene, 
Bronx deputy borough 
president, acted as the 
mistress of ceremonies for 
the event.

The address was broad-
casted live on BronxNet, 

Channel 67 for Optimum 
customers and Channel 33 
for Verizon FiOs custom-
ers, and also streamed on 
bronxnet.tv. Viewers and 
those in attendance hash 
tagged #SOTBX17 on so-
cial media to stay engaged 
during the events.

Diaz (c) met with Manhattan borough president Gail Brewer (l) and Queens borough president Malinda 
Katz following his address. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

PACPLEX Kids
1500 Paerdegat Rd, Brooklyn, NY 11236
www.paccamps.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732, parkslopedaycamp.com

Prospect Park YMCA
357 Ninth St., Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-768-7100   ymcanyc.org/camp

Stage Dreamers
108 Aster Ct., Brooklyn, NY 11229
917-365-8437, stagedreamers.com

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Rd, Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100, luhisummercamps.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Rd, 
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291  ext. 203
frostvalley.org/family/camps

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510, aviatorsports.com/virtual-tour

Bay Terrace Kidz Club 
Nursery Camp
212-00 23rd Ave., Bayside, NY 11360
718-423-6111, btpool.org

Breezy Point Surf Club
718-634-2500, nybreezypoint.com

Buckley’s Day Camp
2 I.U Willets Rd., Roslyn, NY
516-365-7760, www.buckleycamp.com

Christ The King Summer Program
68-02 Metropolitan Ave., Middle Village, NY
718-366-7454, ckkids@ctkny.org

Creative Art Space For Kids
48-D Atlantic Ave, Lynbrook NY 11362
516-596-4278, www.artclasses4kids.org

In Motion Dance Center 
132-19 14th Ave., College Point/Whitestone 
Shopping Center, 718-746-4669
inmotionny@aol.com

The Kew Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY  11375
718-268-4667 x108, kewforest.org

Nadia’s Performing Arts Center
Baybridge Commons Shopping Center
208-42 Cross Island Parkway
Bayside, NY 11360
718-279-3980, Nadiadance.net

Samuel Field Y Day Camp
58-20 Little Neck Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11363
718-225-6750  x261 or x264
sfysummercamps.org

Samuel Field “Y”
Sam’s Camp & Swim Club
718-225-6750 x246, TCampoAsfy.org

St. Agnes Summer Camps
13-20 124th Street
College Point, NY 11356
718.353.6276, stagneshs.org

Aviator Summer Camps
3159 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-7510, aviatorsports.com/virtual-tour

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Pl., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814 ext. 210
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Cumbe: Center for Africian and 
Diaspora Dance
307 Sterling Place, Brooklyn, NY 11238
718-935-9700, www.cumbedance.org

FasTracKids
Park Slope 718-260-8100
Williamsburg 347-987-4450 
Sheepshead Bay 718-748-3000
Bay Ridge/Dyker Heights 718-748-3000
ftkny.com

Fusion Academy
1 Metro Tech Center North - Suite 1004
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-522-3286, fusionsummerclass.com

Mark Morris Performing Arts
3 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11217
718-624-8400, markmorrisdancegroup.org

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200, millbasindaycamp.com

FasTracKids
Grasmere 718-351-7333
Charlston 718-494-1232
 ftkny.com

Richmond County Day Camp
at Mount Loretto, Door to Door 
Transportation from Bay Ridge
6581 Hylan Blvd., SI, NY 10309
718-761-1492, www.rcdaycamp.com

          Wildlife Conservation 
     Society Zoos and Aquarium 

     Camps
let you experience nature in a new way! Campers visit exhibits, meet animal guests, 

and conduct science investigations. 
Each camp has a different focus, and 

varies in price and duration. 
Visit wcs.org/camps 

or call 1-800-433-4149 
     for more information and 

      to register.


