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Bangladeshi feud ends in deadly stabbing

Mini Horse Whisperer

TN LANDLORD
KILLS TENANT

A CNG Publication • Vol. 37 No. 9                                                         www.bxtimes.com 

Continued on Page 67

Continued on Page 67

Seafood brawl leaves locals, leaders crabby

Claire, a mini horse, paid a surprise visit to Bronx Center for Re-
habilitation and Healthcare patients on Wednesday, February 22 
to help brighten their spirits. Marie Dominguez was absolutely 
delighted to meet Claire. See more photos on page 47.  
                     Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A late night brawl at a City 

Island eatery has become a 
political football as civic lead-
ers and candidates vying for 
the local city council seat pre-
sented their takes on the fra-
cas.

Approximately 40 patrons 

were involved in a scuffl e 
at Seafood City the night of 
Thursday, February 23, fi ght-
ing amongst themselves and 
throwing chairs and other ob-
jects. 

Video of the incident 
quickly went viral on social 
media sites like Facebook 

and Youtube, and was shown 
on multiple news outlets both 
here and abroad. 

The ruffi ans left the sea-
food establishment at 451 City 
Island Avenue before police 
arrived, and an investigation 
is now underway to fi nd them, 

FREE INSIDE

A 20-PAGE ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT

Savings

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A feud between a tenant 

and his landlord led to blood-
shed last week in Throggs 
Neck.

According to a NYPD 
spokesman, on Wednesday, 
February 22 at 6:30 p.m. 45th 
Precinct police offi cers  dis-
covered an unconscious and 
unresponsive Zakir Khan, 44, 
with multiple stab wounds to 
his chest, in front of 1001 Lo-
gan Avenue.

Khan was rushed to Jacobi 
Medical Center where he was 
pronounced deceased.

His landlord, Taha Mah-
ran, 51, allegedly murdered 
him over a rent dispute.

Police confi rmed Khan’s 
12-year-old son witnessed the 

murder but was unharmed.
A NYPD source said Mah-

ran entered the 45th Pre-
cinct station house covered 
in blood stating he stabbed 
someone with a knife which 
he had tossed down a sewer.

The murder weapon, a 
kitchen knife, was recovered 
by investigators from the 
sewer in front of the corner 
home.

Law enforcement stated 
Khan had three prior arrests 
while Mahran had no crimi-
nal history.

Khan had been arrested 
for criminal contempt, aggra-
vated phone harassment and 
stalking.

A Bangladesh-born U.S. 
citizen, Khan moved to 

Parkchester in 1992 and rose 
to prominence among its 
large Bangladeshi commu-
nity.

Khan, a married father 
of three, owned Parkchester 
Real Estate New York formerly 
located at 16 Westchester 
Square, Suite 3. The property 
now houses a McDonald’s.

Mahran, also Bangla-
deshi, has been charged 
with murder, manslaughter 
and criminal possession of a 
weapon.

The married father of 
three was arraigned at Bronx 
Criminal Court on Thursday, 
February 23 following a psy-
chological evaluation at Ja-
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating them as special individuals. Our practice 
puts patients fi rst, providing a positive experience through personalized care to make each consultation 
and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard ofv excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx 
Plastic Surgery provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest standards and surgical techniques as they 
believe that the best plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and experience. We 
know that you have placed a great deal of confi dence in us to provide a positive surgical experience and 
the outcome you desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, and expectation and 
motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certifi ed Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 

2425 Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY  10469

Phone: 718-405-7500
www.bronxplasticsurgery.com

BREAST
AUGMENTATION
Including Implants,
Facility Fee and Anesthesia.

$6,100

BOTOX
$11.00TUCK

Including Facility Fee 
and Anesthesia.

$6,500
Per Unit
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*Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum deposit is $500.  APY is subject to change and cannot go below 1.02% or exceed 2.31% over the term 

of the CD. The rate varies based on the 3-year Treasury Bill (via www.treasury.gov). Fees charged on some accounts may reduce your 

earnings. Early withdrawal penalties apply on CD accounts. Terms are subject to change without notice. Rates and APYs displayed are 

as of February 1, 2017. No additional deposits may occur during the term of the CD. 10-day grace period at maturity. CD 

renews into a 3-year variable CD at the then current rate; if product is discontinued it will renew into a 3-year fixed rate CD. 

Follows the 3-Year 
US Treasury Bill and 

updates every month

Cannot go below 
1.02% APY*

Can go as high 
as 2.31% APY*

APY*

3-Year Variable Rate CD

1.49%
Currently 
Yielding

When interest rates go up, 
feel free to sit back and relax.

Visit us online at ridgewoodbank.com, in our branch or call (877) 417-6547 for further details. 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
On Thursday, February 

23, Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. delivered the annual 
State of the Borough address at 
John F. Kennedy High School, 
his eighth since taking offi ce 
in 2009. Diaz discussed the bor-
ough’s successes involving eco-
nomic development, housing, 
mental health and education. 

He also highlighted the in-
stances where his offi ce pro-
vided lawyers for tenants in 
housing court, supported the 
minimum wage to $15 an hour, 
helped stop the regressive plas-
tic bag tax and obtained fund-
ing to rebuild Orchard Beach, 
among other victories for the 
Bronx during his tenure.

The borough president also 
spoke about the recent allo-
cation of $108 million in state 
funding by Governor Andrew 
Cuomo to transform the long-
vacant Kingsbridge Armory 
into the Kingsbridge National 
Ice Center, along with the plan-
ning of the four Metro North 
stations in the Bronx and 
the ferry service connecting 
Soundview to Manhattan. 

 He added that he would con-
tinue to stay focused on fund-
ing for NYCHA communities 

BP Diaz delivers annual ‘State of the Boro’ address

as well as the Sheridan Ex-
pressway.

Despite progress in these 
areas, Diaz expressed concern 
with homelessness, public 
housing, the criminal justice 
system, mental health care and 
overcrowded schools/class-
rooms, all categories that need 
considerable improvements. 

One alarming statistic 
shows that only 63 percent of 
Bronx students graduate from 
high school, and even less of a 
percentage are prepared for a 
CUNY college.

Diaz also discussed the fu-
ture of the Jerome Avenue cor-

ridor, which is in the middle of 
a major rezoning process and 
will affect local residents and 
businesses, as well as the need 
to build more affordable and 
permanent supportive housing 
to prevent homelessness.

Diaz’s transportation ex-
pansion goals included creat-
ing a ‘Triboro Line’ subway 
proposal with the Regional 
Plan Association, which would 
connect Brooklyn and Queens 
to the Bronx, as well as ex-
panding CitiBike to all fi ve bor-
oughs.

“I was particularly pleased 
to hear than Diaz will continue 

to focus on capital investments 
in our borough,” said Council-
man Rafael Salamanca, one 
of many elected offi cials in at-
tendance. “His continued com-
mitment to healthcare, home-
lessness and schools are three 
issues I know we are both pas-
sionate about and will continue 
to work together on.

“Last week’s State of the 
Borough refl ected his stead-
fast leadership for the Bronx - 
and that’s why I am pledging to 
work with him to push for these 
investments, which I know we 
both believe will lead to greater 
opportunities for the borough’s 
next generation.”

“For nearly eight years, my 
offi ce and our partners have 
development and executed 
policies of equality and smart 
services, making the Bronx 
an even better place for all its 
residents,” Diaz said. “We have 
seen considerable improve-
ment, but life is certainly not 
perfect in our borough - ser-
vices and amenities abundant 
in other boroughs are lacking 
here and, despite having world-
class hospitals, our borough’s 
health indicators have been 
slow to improve.”

Nearly 100,000 more Bronx-

ites are currently employed 
than when Diaz took offi ce in 
May 2009.

The State of the Borough 
address was attended by Sala-
manca, NYC comptroller Scott 
Stringer, Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, Dis-
trict Attorney Darcel Clark, 
Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma, Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca, Congressman Jose Ser-
rano, senators Ruben Diaz, 
Jeff Klein, Gustavo Rivera 
and Jamaal Bailey, assembly-
men Jeffrey Dinowitz, Mark 
Gjonaj, Marcos Crespo and 
Victor Pichardo, president of 
the Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation Mar-
lene Cintron as well as Adolfo 
Carrion, Jr., a former Bronx 
borough president. Aurelia 
Greene, Bronx deputy borough 
president, acted as the mistress 
of ceremonies for the event.

The address was broad-
casted live on BronxNet, 
Channel 67 for Optimum cus-
tomers and Channel 33 for Ve-
rizon FiOs customers, and also 
streamed on bronxnet.tv. View-
ers and those in attendance 
hash tagged #SOTBX17 on so-
cial media to stay engaged dur-
ing the events.

Diaz (c) met with Manhattan borough president Gail Brewer (l) and Queens 
borough president Malinda Katz following his address. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Services covered at 100%:
Annual wellness visit

Flu and pneumonia shots
Hepatitis C screening

Bone mass measurement
Colon cancer screening

Breast cancer mammogram screening
Counseling to stop smoking

Much more 

“An Apple a Day...”

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Rising rents frequently force 

artists out of communities, but a 
new co-op is looking to buck that 
trend with an alternative: own-
ership. 

Artists cooperative, Art-
Condo, purchased a 6,400 square 
foot vacant lot in Melrose in Jan-
uary with plans of developing 
an artist’s residence and work-
space. They are looking for fel-
low collaborators. 

One of art hub’s founders, 
Michele Gambetta, who formed 
it with Matthew Fletcher, said it 
took years to fi nd the right prop-
erty, which turned out to be a 
parcel at 368 E. 152nd Street.

Art Hub plans to develop a 
20,000-square foot building for 
15 to 16 owner artists. 

The concept is to have artists 
pool their money and purchase 
real estate collectively, she said. 

“When people pool their en-
ergy and resources, they can 
access things that they couldn’t 
otherwise own on their own,” 
said Gambetta, describing the 
idea as something that would 
anchor participants into a live/
work spaces in the community. 

Gambetta, who is also a li-
censed real estate agent, be-

ArtCondo apartments offers a creative touch
lieves that if artists are owners 
instead of renters, rising rents 
will be less of an issue. 

Plans call for roughly 1,500 
square feet of community non-
profi t space, with very simple 
live/work spaces that the artists 
themselves retrofi t for their spe-
cifi c needs. 

“Artists don’t need luxury, 
they just need space to work,” 
said Gambetta, who feels the 
overall project has potential for 
Social Practice Art, where cre-
ators work with communities to 
develop art. 

The building will be environ-
mentally friendly, and Gambetta 
said she hopes to have it certi-
fi ed as being energy effi cient. 

Currently, with at least seven 
artists on board, the project is 
nearing the halfway point in 
terms of fi nancing the new con-
struction. 

The absolute minimal invest-
ment for interested artists is at 
least $70,000, said Gambetta.  

All creative crafters are wel-
come to apply. 

She extolled the benefi ts of 
living in a community with fel-
low artists, saying it could en-
hance the overall work of indi-
vidual members. 

“I think this is the essence of 
democracy,” said Gambetta. 
“In our own way, we are try-
ing to talk to people and build 
something from the bottom 
up.”

Painter and public artist 
Amy Cheng, one of the par-
ticipants, answered ques-
tions via email for the Bronx 
Times regarding ArtCondo. 

Cheng stated that she 

wanted to retire from teach-
ing in the Hudson Valley, and 
dreamed of moving back to 
the city. 

“The collective idea made 
sense to me practically and 
fi nancially,” stated Cheng. 
“Real estate investors pool 
their monies together to 
purchase property, why 
shouldn’t artists?  

Cheng stated she believes 

that “buildings full of art-
ists, like retailers congregat-
ing in the same area, have an 
advantage” and that an en-
tire building holding an open 
exhibition is more likely to 
draw an audience than a sin-
gle artist working alone. 

For more information 
contact Gambetta at mgam-
betta@artcondo.com or art-
condo2013@gmail.com. 

A realtor has purchased land for an artists condo development at 368 E. 152nd Street. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Planned Service Changes

BD
Mon to Fri
10 PM to 5 AM 
Mar 6 - 10
No D   trains between 205 St and 161 St-Yankee Stadium 

B   service ends early each night 

D service operates between Coney Island and 161 St-Yankee Stadium

Travel Alternatives:  
•  Take 4   service to/from nearby stations instead.

 •  Transfer between D and 4  trains at 161 St-Yankee Stadium.  

 • Free shuttle buses provide connecting service between the 205 St D 

  and Mosholu Pkwy 4 stations only.  

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or 

visit mta.info – where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, 

use TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.

© 2017 Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
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The School of American Ballet

Beauty of Ballet
A performance featuring faculty member Katrina Killian and advanced students from the School of American Ballet

SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 2017, AT 1:00 PM

for ages 4 and above the

 in association with

A T  L I N C O L N  C E N T E R

presents

 These programs are supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council 
and Council Members Daniel Garodnick, Stephen Levin, and Helen Rosenthal, and by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts.

School of American Ballet is the official school of New York City Ballet | www.sab.org

 Photos by Rosalie O’Connor; Stars and Stripes choreography by George Balanchine © The George Balanchine Trust

Hostos Center for the Arts & Culture
 Repertory Theater at Hostos Community College

 450 Grand Concourse at 149th St., Bronx

 Pick up free tickets at box offi ce starting 
at 12 pm on the day of the show. 
Seating is fi rst come, fi rst served.

See excerpts from classical ballets and 
learn how talented young students train 

to become professional dancers!

A FREE 

family 

program!

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 19465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Happy Anniversary 

August and Frances 

Magnotta celebrated their 
61st wedding anniversary 
aboard the Carnival ‘Glory’ 
cruise ship on Sunday, Janu-
ary 22. 

The staff were kind enough 
to have a cake and sing to us. 

During these 61 wonder-
ful years, we were so blessed to 
have two children, six grand-
children and seven great-
grandchildren. 

Happy 100th Birthday

Happy 100th Birthday to 
Maria Carolina Aversa 

Magistro on Thursday, 
March 2. 

She was a secretary at Pop-
ular Science Magazine and for 
Reeves Brothers, Inc. 

She married Louis Magis-
tro in 1943 and had children 
Theresa and Nancy Ann. 

She is the grandmother to 

fi ve girls: Donna, Angela, Mi-
chelle, Luisa and Niki. 

She is the great grand-
mother to six great grandchil-
dren ranging in age from 18 
months to 20-years-old. 

According to her family: 
Mary attributes her healthy 
longevity to a lifelong Mediter-
ranean diet coupled with plenty 
of walking.  

She spends her time playing 
Bingo, doing arts and crafts, 
reading the New York Times 
and Bronx Times Reporter, 
as well as socializing with her 

good friends at Fort Schuyler 
House in Throggs Neck.

Birth Announcements 

White Plains Hospital sent 
the Bronx Times the following 
birth announcements: 

Malcolm Buchanan Cas-

sim was born to Teresa and 
Marcus Cassin on Monday, 
January 2. He weighed seven 
pounds and fi ve ounces. 

Mia Lynn Hubbard was 
born to Erica and Chris Hub-
bard of Riverdale on Friday, 
January 13. She weighed seven 
pounds and 14 ounces.

Maria Carolina Aversa Magistro

August and Frances Magnotta
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TO APPLY FOR ADMISSIONS
Visit ApplyCatholicSchoolsNY.org

BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY 
Visit CatholicSchoolsNY.org/touring-tuesdays  

or call (646) 794-2885

Visit our schools on  

Touring Tuesdays from  

9-11AM or book a private  

tour by appointment.

FEBRUARY 14 
MARCH 14 
APRIL 4

Holy Family School
2169 Blackrock Avenue 

Holy Rosary School
1500 Arnow Avenue

Immaculate Conception School 
760 East Gun Hill Road

Nativity of Our Blessed Lady School
3893 Dyre Avenue

Our Lady of Grace School
3981 Bronxwood Avenue

Santa Maria School
1510 Zerega Avenue

St. Benedict School
1016 Edison Avenue

St. Clare of Assisi School
1911 Hone Avenue

St. Frances de Chantal School
2962 Harding Avenue

St. Francis of Assisi School
4300 Baychester Avenue

St. Francis Xavier School
1711 Haight Avenue 

St. Lucy School
830 Mace Avenue 

Sts. Philip and James School
1160 East 213th Street

Invest Today in Your Child’s Education

Catholic schools offer a unique combination of academic and 

spiritual development that helps children of all backgrounds get 

the best start in life and gain the confidence to realize their fullest 

potential as human beings. 99% of our graduating seniors go on 

to college or post-secondary education. Financial assistance and 

scholarships range from $500 to as high as $3,100 per student.
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
First off, the post 

extends to longtime 
member Ed Mc Car-
thy and his fam-
ily our sympathies 
and condolences on 
the loss of his brother John who 
passed away last week.

The WWI swap meet went very 
well last Saturday, Kevin Fitzpat-
rick and his crew of re-enactors 
set up in Johnson Hall and had a 
great time. 

Folks just kept coming in and 
enjoyed nostalgic trip back in 
time.

Just an aside, Judge Wapner of 
‘Peoples Court’ fame, passed away 
recently.

 No one knew that he was an 
Army vet and served in Cebu in 
the Philippines during WWII.

He was wounded by grenade 
shrapnel while saving a wounded 
soldier pinned down by machine 
gun fi re. 

He was awarded the Bronze 
Star and Purple Heart.

A six hour three-part documen-
tary will air on PBS Monday, April 
10 to Wednesday, April 12 from 9 to 
10 p.m. 

This is scheduled with the 
100th Anniversary of America’s 
entry into WWI on April 6, 1917. 

The title is ‘The 
Great War’ and is 
defi nitely worth the 
watch. 

This is the brain 
child of historian 
and author Robert J. 
Laplander. 

He has done considerable re-
search into the 77th Infantry’s 
‘Lost Battalion’ of World War I 
fame. 

You already know I am a big 
fan of the 77th, having served in 
the 6th Howitzer Battalion, 5th 
Artillery.

The paint has been purchased 
for the meeting room. This is seri-
ous and means the room will soon 
be spiffy.

Keep the dues coming in.
Trivia Time

The fl ag was raised on Iwo 
Jima on February 23, 1945.

February 24, 1920, saw the fi rst 
Nazi Party meeting in Munich.

The New York City World 
Trade Center was car bombed on 
February 26, 1993.

Hattie McDaniel was the fi rst 
black to win an Oscar on Febru-
ary 29, 1940

Hank Aaron was the fi rst base-
ball player to earn $200 thousand.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch and 
God bless.

42 Precinct
Friday, February 17 at 12:10 a.m.  -- Po-

lice received a report of a burglary of a storage 
room at an apartment building near Hoe Avenue 
and East 172nd Street. They took miscellaneous 
items. The individuals are described as two black 
men between 45-years-old and 50-years-old. 
Police have video and photographs of the indi-
viduals. 

43 Precinct  
Friday, February 17 at 7:10 a.m -- Cops 

took a robbery report from a cabbie. A 44-year-
old cab driver picked up a person in front of a 
bank branch at Boynton Avenue and Westchester 
Avenue. He was taken to Bruckner Boulevard 
and Wheeler Avenue. The person hailing the ride 
pulled out a gun and demanded money. The in-
dividual is described as a black man with a dark 
complexion and weighing about 140 pounds. He 
was last seen wearing a black hooded sweatshirt 
and tan pants.

Sunday, February 19 at 1:10 a.m -- Cops are 
looking for a black man between 20-years-old and 
25-years-old in an attempted rape and a robbery. 
The victim, a 34-year-old woman, was approached 
from behind by the individual near Westchester and 
Metcalf avenue. He put a knife to her neck and then 
took her pocketbook before pulling the victim into 
an alley. He placed his hand inside of her skirt and 
touched her genitals. When the victim screamed, 

the individual fled the scene. The victim went to Ja-
cobi for evaluation. The person police are seeking 
was of average height and build with a dark com-
plexion. He was last seen wearing a black hooded 
sweat shirt. 

45 Precinct 
Wednesday, February 22 at 6:29 p.m. -- Po-

lice responded to a 911 call of a person stabbed in 
front of 1001 Logan Avenue. When they got to the 
scene, they found a 44-year-old man with multiple 
stab wounds to his torso. He was unresponsive. He 
was taken to Jacobi where was pronounced dead. 
A 51-year-old man, believed to be his landlord, was 
taken into custody. 

49 Precinct 
Friday, February 2 at 10:57 p.m. -- A food 

delivery man was the victim of a robbery as he en-
tered the lobby at 2802 Olinville Avenue. A man and 
a woman punched and kicked him in the face and 
body. While the victim was on the ground, the two 
people rummaged through his pockets, taking an iP-
hone 5S and cash. The victim suffered only minor in-
juries. The man is Black with a dark complexion and 
was last seen wearing a black jacket, a blue hoodie, 
camouflage pants and black boots. The woman is 
Black with a medium complexion and was last seen 
wearing a gray hooded sweatshirt, navy blue pants 
and black shoes. 
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Largest Deli and Buff et Selection in the Bronx 
Serving Breakfast and Lunch Buffet From 6am - 7pm Monday Through Saturday

1790 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY 10461
Across From Einstein Hospital

FREE Delivery  FREE Curbside Pick-Up
Text Your Orders To 347-852-7480

WELCOME TO 
MONTE GRAB AND GO UPSCALE GOURMET MARKET

Breakfast or 
Lunch Buffet 

10%Off
Valid With This Coupon
Minimum $10 Purchase

Catering 
Off

Valid With This Coupon 

Minimum $100 Order

ORDER ONLINE AT montegrabandgomarket.com
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Message was

off track
Dear editor,
Just taking this moment to 

write that I loved the article 
‘Maybe we shouldn’t say some-
thing when we see something’ 
by Lenore Skenazy.  

A couple of months ago 
while traveling with my hus-
band in the subway I saw the 
‘sick passenger’ sign and I 
asked myself the same ques-
tion, “Wouldn’t it be better if 
I helped the person fi rst and 
then got help?” My husband 
agreed with me.  That article 
it brought me back to that day. 

Although there are a lot of 
other subway signs that are 
good, like the ones concerning 
manner, ‘Don’t hog the pole’, 
the helping a sick passenger 
sigb I didn’t agree with.

Thank you Lenore for such 
a great article.  I read it to my 
college daughter and she cut 
it out of the newspaper and is 
taking it with her to school.  

Diana Ramirez 

Offering a
solution

Dear editor,
Fact: By 2024, a college ed-

ucation will be needed to fi ll 
more than 400,000 new jobs in 
New York. Our students must 
be prepared to fi ll these roles 
but many of their families 
struggle to put them through 
college. These economic dif-
fi culties make it imperative 
that a college education pro-
vides the next generation with 
the skills needed to thrive in 
the 21st century. 

According to a 2015 report 
on our future transportation 
workforce released by the De-
partments of Education,   La-
bor, and Transportation, there 
will be a need for approxi-
mately 40,000 new U.S. Coast 
Guard-credentialed captains, 
mates, pilots and ship engi-
neers between 2012 and 2022. 
These are the roles SUNY 
Maritime College is preparing 
its graduates to fi ll, but many 
of our students’ families face 
similar struggles paying for 
college. 

Last month, Governor 
Cuomo launched a proposal 
called the Excelsior Scholar-
ship. One of the boldest in the 
country, this plan offers free 
tuition at SUNY and CUNY 
colleges to students whose 

families earn $125,000 a year 
or less.

This program would close 
the gap between the state’s 
other tuition aid programs 
and the total cost of tuition – 
a major boost to families who 
struggle to afford a college 
education. It works by com-
bining New York’s sweeping 
$1 billion Tuition Assistance 
Program with federal grant 
funding, and then fi lls in any 
remaining gaps. 

This program is about 
helping more students gain 
access to a college degree 
who wouldn’t be able to other-
wise because of fi nancial con-
straints. 

A degree from SUNY Mari-
time prepares students for re-
warding careers in the U.S. 
maritime industry, an essen-
tial part of our nation’s econ-
omy. Each year the industry 
creates more than $100 bil-
lion in economic output, em-
ploying 1.5 million Americans 
and paying tens of billions 
in wages and benefi ts. SUNY 
Maritime College is commit-
ted to providing students path-
ways to incredible careers 
and experiences in this little 
known, but vitally important, 
industry. 

As president of SUNY Mar-
itime College, I support any 
program that would make 
these kinds of opportunities 
more available to more New 
Yorkers. 

The Excelsior Scholarship 
will help universities like ours 
mold our students into tomor-
row’s leaders who will help 
grow and shape our economy 
and our country. While states 
across the nation continue to 
grapple with the vexing prob-
lem of aligning skills to work-
force demands, in New York, 
Governor Cuomo is offering a 
real solution. For the benefi t of 
all New York’s students, this 
plan must become a reality.

Rear Adm. Michael Alful-

tis, USMS, Ph.D.

President SUNY Maritime 

College

No scientific
basis at all

Dear editor,
In last week’s edition the 

COMACTA spokesman stated 
“31,072 American scientists ... 
signed a petition opposing the 
views of those who claim hu-
man factors have altered the 
climate.”  It should be noted 
that the total percentage of sig-

natories with a background in 
climate change science is one-
half of one percent, hence the 
vast majority of signers are 
completely unqualifi ed in the 
area of climate change science 
and their opinions are not 
those of experts in this very 
specialized fi eld.

Pasqual Pelosi

No entry, then
no immigrant

Dear editor,
Pasqual Pelosi needs to 

check the Merriam-Webster 
dictionary before he makes 
his sore-loser remarks public.  
His current fake news head-
line is that President Trump 
wants to use extreme vetting 
measures before allowing an 
‘immigrant’ entry.  An immi-
grant is a person who comes 
to a country to take up perma-
nent residence.    

The important part of the 
defi nition is ‘the arrival’.  You 
cannot be an immigrant, if 
you are not allowed entry into 
US territory.  No alien has the 
right to just show up on our 
shores and demand entry.  

Would Mr. Pelosi allow 
me to start camping out in 
his backyard?  How about a 
stranger from Syria?  I don’t 
think so.  

The seven nations that 
President Trump and Presi-
dent Obama identifi ed as prob-
lematic due to record keeping 
and terror training, means 
that citizen safety is on the 
line if backgrounds are not 
confi rmed.  The destruction 
in Syria makes that task even 

You’re not
number one
(The following letter was 

sent to US Senator Charles 
Schumer.)

Dear Senator Schumer,
Many are not happy with 

you not approving President 
Trump’s cabinet nominees.  
As with President Trump, 
many people do not tell the 
pollsters what they are think-
ing -  they just vote. 

Please help bring this 
country together, we are all 
Americans. Many politicians 
say so many things and prom-
ise so much but never follow 
through. Mr. Trump became 
president because the every-
day, quiet people were tired of 
words and wanted action.  

     Mr. Senator, don’t believe 
the article in the Daily News 
that claims you’re # 1, they 
didn’t ask the right people. 

Catherine Praino

more diffi cult.  Language mat-
ters.  

It may be troubling that 
someone that has been living 
illegally in the U.S. for many 
years and is a good family 
man, could be subject to de-
portation.  Calling him an im-
migrant or undocumented is 
also disingenuous, since the 
other part of the defi nition is 
that the US government has 
to confi rm status to an alien. 
This has been the law for nu-
merous generations. 

Illegal aliens are not ‘un-
documented’, in fact, their 
native countries document 
them.

Thomas X. Casey

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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THE THROG GS NECK BEN EVOLEN T A SSOCI ATION PR ESEN TS

The 19th Annual

THROGGS NECK
St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Celebration

SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 2017
We are thrilled to honor the 2017 Grand Marshals and Religious Honorees.

The Grand Marshal is Derek Woods
Religious Honorees are Sr. Peggy Gannon, O.P.,

Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary, O.P. and Sr. Betty McLaughlin, O.P.

Celebration 
After the Parade, the celebration of Irish Heritage will continue. Please join your family and friends for fi ne 

Irish food, traditional music and of course, fun!

Long-sleeve T-shirts are on sale at local establishments on the Parade Route!

For more information, if your group would like to join the Line of March, please call 347-231-6993 or please view the 

latest Parade information on our website http://tnsaintpatricksdayparade.blogspot.com.

We also celebrate the lives of the Honorary Grand Marshals. These individuals represent all facets of our Bronx 
Community and we are proud to honor their lives at the 19th Annual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Margaret Albin
Patrick Boyle

Veronica Christensen
Mary Fitzsimons

Teresa Fitzsimons

Eleanor Kelly
Arleen Knapp
Mary McEnery
Jack Mullane
Jack O’Connor

Kathy O’Sullivan
John Quinn

Dennis Raftery, Jr.
Sal Randazzo
Daniel Smith

John Steel
Barbara Wynne

9:00 a.m. 
Mass at St. Benedict’s Church at 2969 Otis Avenue, Bronx, NY.

10:00 a.m. 
Complimentary breakfast, donated by The McQuade Family of Schuyler Hill Funeral Home, will be served in 

Father Albert Hall, downstairs at St. Benedict’s Church.

11:00 a.m. 
Line of March Assembly at the corner of East Tremont and Lafayette Avenues

12 noon 
Parade Begins - Reviewing Stand on E. Tremont at Harding Avenue 

(Parade Route begins at E. Tremont and Lafayette Avenues and continues down E. Tremont, 

Right onto Harding Avenue and concludes at Harding Ave.)
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RAISING A PRESCHOOLER
DIAGNOSED WITH 

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER? For more information or to register 
Visit: http://ramapoforchildren.org/parent-workshops 

Contact: Alicia Barry at 
212.754.7003 or abarry@ramapoforchildren.org 

Ramapo for Children is offering a FREE 4-part series 
for parents and caregivers of children under the age 

of four who have recently received a diagnosis 
of Autism Spectrum Disorder, or are in the process 

of having their child evaluated.
You will leave this 4-part workshop series with

a “Toolbox” of strategies to:
aMaintain a strong connection with your child

aSet reasonable limits and expectations

aAddress sensory needs at home and in the community

aReduce personal and familial stress

aRespond to conflicts that arise at home

This event is made possible through the generosity of the New York City Council Awareness 

Initiative and in partnership with the Metropolitan Parent Center at Sinergia.

Dates: March 9th, March 16th, March 23rd, March 30th, 2017
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm

Where: Address provided upon registration
Breakfast and transportation reimbursement will be available. 

Limited childcare will be provided.

The workshop series is completely free to attend; 

advanced registration is requested.

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Van Nest Neighbor-

hood Alliance is planning a 
town hall for Monday, March 
6 to discuss the re-location of 
the Bronx Muslim Center.

Representatives from 
the center have been meet-
ing with both the VNNA and 
Community Board 11 over the 
past several months to discuss 
how the center - which is cur-
rently located on Rhinelander 
Avenue - will fi t into its new lo-
cation at 1912-1920 Amethyst 
Street.

As the Bronx Times previ-
ously reported, parking is a 
hot button issue at the new lo-
cation.

“It’s a one-way street, and 
not a very wide,” said Berna-
dette Ferrara, president of the 
VNNA. “The number one is-
sue of course is how are you 
going to control your parking, 
which (is a problem) with any 
place of worship.”

“On Rhinelander it was a 
major issue because people 
were double and triple parked 
and cars couldn’t get by,” said 
Ferrara. 

“It creates animosity when 
common areas are not re-
spected,” she also said. “It’s 

VNNA to discuss Muslim Center’s relocation
like a roommate situation.”

According to the center’s 
attorney, Michael Nacmias 
of the Eric Plotnick law fi rm, 
the current location can serve 
only 150 worshipers.

This limited capacity leads 
to worshippers praying out-
side on the street.

The Bronx Times reached 
out to Nacmias for further 
comment but he said his cli-
ents no longer want him speak-
ing to the media.

Representatives of the 
mosque met with the VNNA 
on Thursday, February 23 to 
discuss the new site ahead of 
the Monday meeting.

The Bronx Times obtained 
a letter from the VNNA to the 
Bronx Muslim Center recap-
ping the meeting.

According to the letter, lo-
cal business owners in the 
community who also attend 
the mosque agreed to secure 
additional parking spaces in 
front of their business to help 
relieve the parking problem.

However, Ferrara said the 
members of the mosque are 
still going to have to make 
sure the parking situation is 
manageable.

The mosque can hold up 

to 525 people and it’s busi-
est hours are on Friday from 
noon to 2 p.m.

Ferrara suggested one way 
parking issues may be allevi-
ated is having someone from 
the mosque available to let 
members know when they 
are blocking someone on the 
street.

The VNNA president said 
the town hall will serve as a 
way for neighbors to be in-
formed since everyone may 
not be completely knowledge-
able on the mosque’s moving 
plans.

“A town hall really is just 
a place for people to listen and 
ask questions,” said Ferrara. 
“And we make sure nothing 
gets out of hand and we stop 
things as soon as somebody 
decides to get on a soapbox.”

Ferrara also hopes that 
any residents that chose not to 
attend the meeting and learn 
about the issue, won’t come 
back later and complain about 
the relocation.

“If [this topic] means some-
thing to you then you should 
show up and make your voice 
heard,” she said. “Show up or 
shut up.”

The meeting will be held at 
7 p.m. in the fi rst fl oor commu-
nity room at the Monsignor 

Fiorentino Apartments at 1830 
Amethyst Street.

The Bronx Muslim Center purchased this property on Amethyst Street to 
build a new mosque that will be able to hold more of its members. 
 Photo Courtesy of Arthur Cusano
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P.S. 304’s PTA & Card Party Committee
Proudly Present Our Biggest Fundraiser Of The Year...

Our 10th Annual Card Party

Diamonds Are Forever
Put On All That Sparkles And Head On Over

Thursday, April 6, 2017
Villa Barone Manor

737 Throgs Neck Expressway, Bx., NY 10465

Donation $60 per person

PTA Mailbox  or  ps304pta@gmail.com.

DOOR
PRIZES

50/50

Raffles Drawn All Night Long
Electronics, Jewelry, Trips and Much More
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#1 Studio For The Past 36 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com
NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SPRING CLASSES

Monday–Friday, 3:00–9:00pm
Saturday, 9:00–6:00pm

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

CLASSES IN: NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPION COMPETITION TEAM!
WE’RE #1 WITH MOMS!

ABT, MTV, 
Broadway and Dance Companies

Only

Get social!

VISIT US AT 
ONE OF OUR 
3 LOCATIONS

Nobody Does it Like Fancy Feet!

Register online at

www.fancyfeet.com
It’s quick and easy!

VOTED
Best Bronx Dance Studio

 2016

Take ESL at Bronx Community College
 Improve your speaking, pronunciation, comprehension and reading

 ESL classes for beginners, intermediate and advanced students

 Evening classes (6–9 p.m.)

 100 hours of instruction — only $110

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Improve your 
English

Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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REGISTERED NURSES
REHABILITATION THERAPISTS
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Your wife needs  
help after her stroke 
and she can’t even 
ask for it. 

Now what? 

The transition home from the hospital may be 

complicated. The Visiting Nurse Service of New 

York can help. Our skilled rehabilitation therapists 

will work to rebuild her speech, movement and 

memory, while our nurses will be there to help 

manage pain, monitor vitals and assist with 

medication. With rehabilitation services that 

enhance the recovery process, the Visiting Nurse 

Service of New York is the right care now. 

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOUR 

LOVED ONE MAKE THE BEST RECOVERY POSSIBLE 

WITH VNSNY REHABILITATION THERAPIES.  

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG 

Services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurers. VNSNY also offers private care.  

© 2017 VNSNY

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Warriors Football Club cel-

ebrated the close of another season 
and looking forward to continuing 
its tradition of helping youth build 
their bodies and minds next sea-
son. 

The football league for youth held 
its 65th Annual Awards Ceremony at 
Scavello’s on the Island on Thursday, 
February 23.

League officials honored four 
sponsors who have supported the 
Warriors for the past three decades 
- since they switched from being a 
travel team to being a community-

based intermural sporting league. 
Since 1985, sponsors Ralph Gior-

dano Funeral Home, O’Connor Car-
pets, McNulty Funeral Home and 
Schuyler Hill Funeral Home have 
been steadfast sponsors and were 
honored, along with the players and 
coaches, said Joe DeSimone, War-
riors president. 

“In 1985, because there was such 
demand in the local area because 
other organizations were closing 
down, Jay Demers started the War-
riors football organization and they 
were our original sponsors,” said 
DeSimone. 

The owner of one of the hon-
ored businesses, James McQuade of 
Schuyler Hill Funeral Home, said 
that he supports and partners with 
the league because he supports any-
thing that is for the benefi t of the 
community youth. 

“I see it as a good way for the 

Warrior Football Club
closes out 65th season

kids to grow up and learn organized 
sports and I think it is an asset to the 
community,” said McQuade, adding 
“Anything that helps get these kids 
off the street, and get organized, I 
support 100 percent.” 

Demers originally founded the 
Warriors travel team in Manhat-
tan in 1952, and later moved it to the 
Bronx, but for the fi rst few decades it 
was a travel team, said DeSimone. 

Today there is an age 14 and under 
travel team that continues that tradi-
tion, he said. 

The league is already gearing up 
for next season, with a free speed and 
agility clinic slated to run in Pelham 
Bay Park every Tuesday and Thurs-
day from Tuesday, April 4 through 
the end of Thursday, June 29, said the 
league president. 

The strength and conditioning 
clinic is designed to get youth who 
may be interested in playing football 
in  shape for the fall. 

Focuses of the clinic include ob-
stacle courses, racing in track events 
including the 40-yard-dash and agil-
ity drills, said the league president. 

Every two weeks, the youth re-
ceive results from their races to see 
if they are improving or not, said 
DeSimone.

“It gets them in shape…we see 
incredible improvements,” he said, 
adding “Parents rave about it.” 

The football season for the league, 
which serves children ranging from 
fi ve to 14-years-old, begins in Au-
gust. 

The league hosts a flag foot-
ball league for five to seven-year-
olds and several tackle leagues: a 
junior pee wee league for seven to 
nine-year-olds, a pee wee league for 
ten to 13-year-olds, said the league 
president, in addition to the travel 
league. 

All of the leagues have a weight 
limit to ensure safety, added the 
league president. 

To learn more about Warriors 
programs or to register visit: www.
bronxwarriorsfootball.com. 

Players, coaches and parents from the Warriors Football Club enjoy their 65th Annual Award 
Ceremony on Thursday, February 23. Photo by Laura Stone

I see it as a good way 
for the kids to grow up 

and learn organized 
sports and I think it is an 
asset to the community.

James McQuade
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Top Graduating  
Math Scores  

Bronx Catholic Elementary Schools   
March 14, 2017 March 19, 2017 
 9:00—11:00 A.M.  1:00—3:00 P.M. 

*Closed School’s Tuition Rate will be Honored* 

�� Highly Rated Pre-K Pro-
gram 

 
�� Free Breakfast Program 
 
�� Scholarships & Financial 

Aid Available 
 
�� Academic Clubs 
 
�� Music & Drama Clubs 
 
�� Free Title I Services 
 

�� Before & After School 
Programs 

 
�� Spanish, Art, Music, 

Physical Education and 
Technology classes  

 
�� Blended Learning  

Program 
 
�� Summer Program:  
 6 Weeks, Sports,  
 Academics, & 
 Technology  

Special School Events: 
Pumpkin Patch 
Valentine's Day 
Holiday Sales 
Crazy Hat Day 
Sports Field Days  
100th Day of School 
 
Family Events include:  
Welcome Back BBQ 
Family Fall Dinner 
Breakfast With Santa 
Christmas Show 
Annual Card Party 

1617 Parkview Avenue, Bronx, New York 10461 ~ Tel: 718-829-1706   Fax: 718-931-2693 
www.olassumptionbronx.org 

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Government offi cials in 

partnership with Commu-
nity Access broke ground on 
Wednesday, February 22, for 
a new affordable 14-story, 126-
unit complex that will cater to 
residents struggling with men-
tal health issues.

Community Access, a com-
pany that specializes in sup-
portive housing for people 
dealing with mental health 
concerns, will have onsite sup-
port services to help each of its 
tenants fi ghting through those 
issues.

The $52.3 million project 
received help from Governor 
Cuomo’s fi ve-year Affordable 
Homeless and Housing plan 
which is geared towards fi ght-
ing homelessness and creating 
more affordable housing op-
portunities in the state.

“This development will of-
fer residents the help they need 
to fi nd their footing, focus on 
their recovery and reach their 
future goals,” said Ann Sulli-
van, commissioner of the NYS 
Offi ce of Mental Health.

According to Cal Hedigan, 
deputy CEO at Community Ac-
cess , the 111 East 172nd Street 

Supportive housing for Claremont in 2018
site will be different from other 
supportive housing they have 
throughout the city.

“Because of the nature of 
the site we were able to create 
a urban agriculture compo-
nent,” said Hedigan. 

The site will feature an ur-
ban farm with six raised grow-
ing beds that will be used to 
grow vegetables year-round.

In addition, it will have a 
commercial kitchen in which 
tenants will learn how to im-
prove their nutrition and pre-
pare healthy meals.

Hedigan added the farm 
will not only help the tenants 
nutritionally but also socially.

“One of the things people 
living with mental health con-
cerns tend to struggle with is 
isolation, loneliness and diffi -
culty creating new meaning-
ful relationships,” Hedigan 
continued. “[The farm] is not 
just about the food - it’s a way 
to draw people out.”

Community Access fi rst 
fi led applications for the proj-
ect in 2015. 

Hedigan said the company 
was very pleased with the site’s 
size and possibilities, adding 
that usually sites are hard to 

come by for Community Ac-
cess. 

Also, she said the host-
communities are not always 
thrilled about having people 
with mental health issues mov-
ing into their neighborhood.

She added that for people 
living in supportive housing, 
“Developing relationships in 
the community and not being 
exposed to discrimination or 
high levels of stigma are very 
important in people’s recov-
ery.”

Hedigan said usually in the 

beginning of the development 
process, community members 
are concerned about this type 
of housing coming into their 
neighborhood.

However, she added, “Once 
it’s built and they see the qual-
ity of the building and they see 
it’s contributions to the com-
munity, we’re generally wel-
comed.”

The complex will have 60 
of its units - which are all stu-
dio apartments - set aside for 
people struggling with mental 
health.

According to Hedigan, some 
of those people will be Medic-
aid users identifi ed by the state 
while others will come from 
state mental health facilities.

Fifty-seven of the units will 
be for low income families - 
chosen through a lottery - that 
are making 57 percent of the ar-
ea’s median income while eight 
units will be low-income studio 
apartments.

Hedigan said the facility is 
expected to open by mid 2018.

Steve Coe (front, 4th from r), Community Access CEO; funders and developers broke ground for a new $52.2 
million affordable and supportive housing complex at 111 E. 172nd Street. Photo by Ray Maldonado



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 3-9, 2017 21  BTR

Saturday, April 1, 2017
Villa Maria Academy

3335 Country Club Rd, Bronx, NY 10465

$35 per ticket
Doors Open at 5pm – First Game at 6pm

For tickets, contact PTA:
718-829-6372 ext. 4561 or 646-734-9342

BOOK OF 15 GAMES! 
Soda, Tea, Coffee and Desserts included.

Please feel free to bring your own drinks, snacks and food

Captain’s Game: Table of 10 or more

Sold Separately: 50/50, Calendar Game, Extra Bingo Cards, 
Special Bag Raffl e & Lottery Ticket Raffl e

All proceeds support technology for MS101 students!

MS101 PTA thanks you for your support
(Sorry, Tickets will not be sold at the door)

The P.O. Edward R. Byrne School MS101 PTA 

April Fool ’s Masquerade 
DESIGNER BAG
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ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
2380 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462
www.straymondelementary.org

JOIN US!
SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2017

for our 
Annual Sts. Patrick and Joseph Celebration 

ST. RAYMOND CHURCH
12:00 PM MASS 

ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
1:00 PM IRISH & ITALIAN  

ENTERTAINMENT & BRUNCH

TICKETS:  
$10.00 for adults and children 

Children under 3 - FREE

Tickets will not be sold at the door. Seating is limited. 
To purchase tickets or for additional information, call (718) 597-3232  

or email nole@straymondelementary.org.
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at Bronx Community College
 Get your New York High School Equivalency

 Prepare for the Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC) — this 
is the test that replaced the GED for the NY High School Equivalency

 Test prep classes in English and Spanish

 Test prep and the TASC test both offered at BCC

 100 hours of instruction — only $110

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Get your GED

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Mayor de Blasio instructed 

the NYC School Construction 
Authority during a Tuesday, 
February 21 Bronx Town Hall 
to look into purchasing two 
properties in School District 
10 to help with the district’s 
overcrowding.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-
nowitz, who was present for 
the meeting, said the city 
should try to purchase the 
property at 3120 Corlear Av-
enue - which is currently the 
Tech International Charter 
School - and 171 West 239th 
Street - which is currently the 
Visitation School.

Both schools have been in 
the news due to reports they 
would be closing down soon.

The archdiocese announced 
in February that the Visita-
tion School would be one of six 
schools closing in the city.

The Church of the Visita-
tion occupied the site until it 
closed in 2015.

Tech Internationals Char-
ter School’s board voted ear-
lier this year not to renew its 
charter at the end of the 2016-
2017 school year. 

Neither the Tech Interna-

Mayor instructs SCA to acquire school sites
tional Charter School nor the 
New York Archdiocese re-
sponded to a request for com-
ment.

“There are some sites right 
in our neighborhood where we 
can take seats,” Dinowitz told 
the mayor during the town 
hall. 

“We had mentioned a few 
months ago the site of the for-
mer Church of the Visitation 
and now unfortunately the 
school is closing. It is a huge 
site which I hope the Depart-
ment of Education can secure 
from the Archdiocese,” he 
added.

De Blasio told those in at-
tendance that he had heard of 
both sites.

“We like to get our hands 
on school buildings,” said the 
mayor. “So the president of the 
School Construction Author-
ity Lorraine Grillo is going 
to make it her business to go 
out and get her hands on those 
buildings.”

During the meeting mul-
tiple community members 
joined Dinowitz in telling 
the mayor about the school’s 
overcrowding and lack of re-
sources.

Dinowitz pointed specifi -
cally to P.S 7 - which sits near 
the Tech International Char-
ter School - and Kingsbridge 
Heights Neighborhood Im-
provement Association pres-
ident Elizabeth Thompson 
pointed to P.S. 307, P.S. 86, 
P.S. 340 and the Walton High 
School Campus.

Grillo said at the meeting 
the city has in its budget fund-
ing for 456 additional seats in 
city schools. 

However, the they need to 
fi nd places to put those seats.

“What we hope you do is 
give us help,” said Grillo. “You 
guys are on the ground and 
we’d love for you to identify 
sites and we’d love to explore 
and investigate anything you 
give us.”

Dinowitz told the Bronx 
Times on Tuesday, February 
28, “The department of educa-
tion told us they needed some 
seats and I’ve given them two 
sites both of which would be 
very helpful.”

Dinowitz reiterated that it 
is unfortunate that the church 
and school closed but the city 
can turn the closing into some-
thing benefi cial.

“Given the fact they did 
close we would like to see that 
property used for purposes 
that are in the best interest 

of the entire community and 
building a public school there 
is in the best interest of the 
community,” he said.

With the Tech International School Charter School closing at the end of 
this school year, the Department of Education could fi nd a home for a 
new public school at 3120 Corlear Avenue. 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Loving
M emory
In

Angela Berger
March 4, 1993 - January 30, 2017

Our Beautiful 
Loving 

Daughter and Sister 
In Our Hearts 

Forever...
Birthday Blessings 

In 
Heaven

Love You Forever
Mom, Vinny and Steven

My Dear 

Angela
You’re An Angel 

On Earth
You’re 

An Angel In Heaven

We Will Love You Forever...
Grandma and Uncle Mike
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Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 10465 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

Have your lips fi lled 
and get a 

10% Discount!
BD Members: 

ENJOY OUR 
BOTOX SPECIAL

$50 OFF 
your next treatment and still earn 

your points!
On 20 units or more

New BD members 
welcome!

St. Patrick’s 
Day

SPECIAL!!!

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of Throggs Neck and the bor-

ough’s most anticipated events is sched-
uled for Sunday, March 12. 

The 19th Annual Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade steps off at noon 
from East Tremont and Lafayette ave-
nues. 

A sea of green marchers will make 
their way down the thoroughfare and 
past a reviewing stand at Harding Av-
enue. 

Honored this year as grand marshal 
Derek Woods, acclaimed videographer 
and a founder of Riverdale Children’s 
Theater founder.

There are three honored religious, 
members of the Dominican Sisters of 
Sparkill: Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary, Sr. 
Peggy Gannon and Sr. Betty McLaugh-
lin.

Woods said that he hopes for great 
weather the day of the parade enabling 
people to celebrate the special bonds that 
are evident in the community and its 
businesses on parade day. 

“We hope that people from all over 
the Bronx and the tri-state area come 
and enjoy Throggs Neck for the day,” said 
Woods, adding “with traditional Irish 
fare and music all over, it is truly very 
special: not only an Irish-American day, 
but a great Bronx day.” 

The grand marshal, who grew up on 
Bainbridge Avenue and hails from River-
dale today, said that he believes that the 
parade affords people from all over the 
borough a chance to visit the Throggs 
Neck community. 

The videographer, who has spent his 
whole career fi lming the borough, in-
cluding the parade for nearly its entire 
existence, added that visitors from else-
where get to see a beautiful and vibrant 
community. 

Marching along with Woods and the 
honored religious will be family mem-
bers of 17 posthumously recognized hon-
orary grand marshals. 

Extended family and friends are 
coming away from far away places like 
Florida, according to interviews honor-
ary grand marshals’ families, to march 
in the parade and remember everyday 
people who made up the fabric of the 
community. 

The 17 are Margaret Albin, Patrick 
Boyle, Veronica Christensen, Mary 
Fitzsimons, Teresa Fitzsimons, Eleanor 
Kelly, Arleen Knapp, Mary McEnery, 
Jack Mullane, Jack O’Connor, Kathy 
O’Sullivan, John Quinn, Sal Randazzo, 
Dennis Raftery, Jr., Daniel Smith, John 
Steel and Barbara Wynne.

The committee, comprised of 

St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Sunday, 

March 12th, noon

Throggs Neck Benevolent Association 
members and community leaders, se-
lect the honorees based on recommen-
dations and their own interactions, said 
Karin O’Connor, committee member. 

O’Connor said that the parade is a 
much looked-forward-to-event in the 
community, with many people telling 
parade organizers that it is the high-
light of their year. 

“We always strive to bring great pa-
rades to the streets of Throggs Neck,” 
said O’Connor, adding “There is a lot 
of fun and revelry that goes on and we 
are proud to be doing this for the 19th 
time.” 

The parade committee member said 
that as of press time some 20 march-
ing bands and 45 to 50 groups have con-
fi rmed that they will be taking part this 
year. 

Derek Woods is the grand marshal of the 
19th Annual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade. Photo courtesy of Derek Woods
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Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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Congratulations to TNBA on their 19th 

St. Patricks Day Parade and to the Grand Marshalls and 

Honorary Grand Marshalls and their families

SUNDAY, MARCH 12TH

THROGGS NECK 
SAINT PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

Serving Traditional Irish Breakfast from 10 am til noon
Parade kicks off at 12 noon (sharp!)
After the Parade we will be serving 

Irish Food Specialities all day until 10pm

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY 

WEEKEND LINEUP

FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
Serving Irish food specialties all day 
including traditional Irish breakfast

Stop by and enjoy a cold pint of Guinness
with Sally who will be talking the Blarney!!!

Cead Mile Failte to the Clipper
(One hundred thousand welcomes!!!)
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• Faith-Centered Education

• Full-Day Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 Programs

• SMART Boards in Every Classroom

• State-of-the-Art Library, Computer
      & Science Labs

• Math Initiative

• Honors & Enrichment Programs

• Advanced Level Math & Science

• Remediation Program

• Fitness Center, Sports
      & Physical Education

• Extended Day Academic Programs

• Extracurricular Activities

• Fully Air-conditioned Classrooms

FREE PRE-K FOR ALL  (Universal Pre-K for 4-year-olds) 

AFFORDABLE FULL-DAY PRE-K 3 PROGRAM 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

Fr. James Cruz, Pastor  |  Sr. Patricia Brito, RJM, Principal

2380 E. Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462   

718-597-3232  •  www.straymondelementary.org

St. Raymond Elementary School

St. Raymond 
Elementary School

Excellence in Catholic Education for Over 150 Years

Christ-Centered Education in a Safe, Nurturing 
and Academically Motivating Environment
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REGISTRATION & INFORMATION

March 7, 9, 13, 14, 22, 23
28 & 30  ................................9:00 AM & 1:00 PM 

March 22 .............................6:00 PM 

TOURING TUESDAYS

Limited Seating for All Grades. Register Early!

March 14
April 4

AFFORDABLE TUITION

FREE EARLY DROP-OFF

FREE BREAKFAST PROGRAM

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A street crossing that neigh-

bors say a traffi c light is badly 
needed for pedestrians will be 
getting one soon. 

The intersection of Morris 
Park and Wallace avenues, called 
“extremely dangerous” by a lo-
cal activist, will soon have a new 
traffi c light installed in a bid to 
increase pedestrian safety. 

Community activist Kather-
ine Torres said that she did not 
feel comfortable crossing the in-
tersection with a stroller, or hav-
ing her elderly parents cross the 
street to attend church services 

Morris Park, Wallace avenues get traffi c light
or go shopping. 

“We’ve never had a crosswalk 
there,” said Torres, adding “It is 
just extremely dangerous.” 

She said she has seen a num-
ber of close calls with pedestri-
ans at the intersection. 

In one incident she said she 
saw two cars swerve into oncom-
ing lanes of traffi c to avoid hit-
ting an elderly woman who was 
carrying shopping bags across 
the street, barely missing her, 
said Torres. 

Torres also got involved be-
cause she anticipates that a new 
charter school and some new 

businesses nearby may generate 
more pedestrian traffi c at the in-
tersection.

“They roll the dice,” said Tor-
res of pedestrians, adding that 
the new light will also make for 
safer travelling for motorists 
who want to continue on Wal-
lace Avenue past Morris Park 
Avenue. 

Councilman James Vacca fol-
lowed the case for Torres after 
she contacted him, providing 
necessary advocacy and infor-
mation to make the new light a 
reality. 

Torres also reached out to 
DOT directly, she said. 

The councilman said that 
speeding along Morris Park Ave-
nue has been an issue for as long 
as he can remember, and he’s ad-
vocated for a number of changes, 
including an earlier effort to 
get a light at Barnes and Morris 
Park avenues. 

“Katherine Torres reached 
out to me and I really give her 
a lot of credit: she lobbied very 
hard,” said the councilman, add-
ing that wherever he goes in dis-
trict he hears about the need to 
slow down thoroughfare traffi c. 

The councilman said that 
there are a variety of solutions 

that can help in individual cases, 
including speed humps where 
appropriate. 

A DOT spokeswoman stated 
that the light at Morris Park and 
Wallace avenues was approved 
in February and is slated for in-
stallation by Friday, June 30. 

Another traffi c light was ap-
proved for Rhinelander and 
Tomlinson avenues in January 
and should be installed by May, 
stated the spokeswoman. 

Tony Signorile, Morris Park 
Community Association presi-
dent, said that in addition to 
these two locations, Bronxdale 
Avenue is also in need of speed 

humps or other traffi c calming 
measures. 

The MPCA president cited fre-
quent speeding around a curve 
on Bronxdale and Rhinelander 
avenues and a fatal accident in 
August 2016 at Bronxdale and 
Wallace avenues as proof that 
greater traffi c calming was 
needed on the roadway. 

City DOT has approved a traffi c light for the corner of Morris Park Avenue 
and Wallace Avenue. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

A new traffi c light has been approved for Rhinelander Avenue and Tom-
linson Avenue.  Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Soup
Leek & Potato 

Cream of Turnip

French Onion

Appetizers
Crab Cakes

Loaded Potato Skins

Irish Nachos

Shrimp Cocktail

Entrees
Entrees are served with a Soup of the Day or Salad

Corned Beef & Cabbage with Potato

Prime Rib Ajus
with Scallion Mash

Dublin Fish & Chips

Shepherd’s Pie

Liver, Bacon, Sautéed Onion & Vegetable

Baby Lamb Chops with Vegetable

to the Throggs Neck Benevolent Association on 
Celebrating their 19th Year and to all the Honorees

St. Patrick’s
Day Menu

LIVE

MUSIC

SUNDAY

STARTING AT

2PM

Come and

Enjoy a Pint

of Guinness

Inquire
about our

Delicious Desserts & Irish Coffee
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

B
E

FO
R

E
A

FT
E

R

GET READY FOR SPRING WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An alternate side parking plan was 

recently rejected by the committee 
studying the proposal.

On Tuesday, February 28, at Com-
munity Board 10’s monthly Municipal 
Services Committee meeting, commit-
tee members voted down a plan that 
would bring alternate side parking to 
streets in Throggs Neck.

During the meeting, members of 
both the committee and community 
board discussed the possibility of an 
alternate side parking scenario, before 
the committee voted the plan down.

The full board still has to vote on 
the matter at its public meeting at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, March 16 at P.S. 175  
on City Island.

Prior to the meeting CB 10 member 
Marjorie Velazquez  launched a peti-
tion drive to give voices to residents in 
the area as well as to garner support to 
reject the proposal altogether. 

“I am absolutely opposed to the city 
needlessly changing parking regula-
tions in our community,” she said.

She even found a way to introduce 
presidential politics into the discus-
sion by claiming that the golfers at 
Trump Links in Ferry Point Park, 
which abuts the residential area, were 
to blame for the trash. 

She called on the golf course to 
prove Trump Organization’s commit-

CB 10 committee 
rejects alternate 
side parking plan

ment to being a good neighbor to these 
residents by stepping up its enforce-
ment of litter collection around the 
course’s perimeter, eventhough the 
range is not the source of the debris. 

Streets that have been considered 
for the plan include Miles Avenue 
between Balcolm and Emerson av-
enues as well as Emerson Avenue be-
tween Miles and Schurz Avenue, two 
stretches which border Trump Links 
at Ferry Point’s eastern portion.

Alternate side parking was pro-
posed to take place on Mondays from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. on the park side of the 
streets.

The plan, which was originally re-
quested to CB10 by the NYC Depart-
ment of Parks & Recreation and NYC 
Department of Sanitation in Novem-
ber, was submitted in an effort to main-
tain the perimeter of Trump Links, 
which would include DOS sending a 
mechanical street sweeper through 
the selected streets once a week, as 
well as cleaning and weed whacking 
along the park/street perimeter.

Trump Links at Ferry Point de-
clined to comment on the alternate 
side parking plan. 

The community board did not com-
ment on the plan, but said that they 
continue to encourage feedback from 
local residents regarding this plan be-
fore they vote in two weeks.

An alternate side parking plan for streets in Throggs Neck, including this stretch of Miles 
Avenue, was rejected by the Municipal Services Committee at the CB10 meeting. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

$14.95

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
MON-SAT 10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT:

WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

The Wicked Wolf

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

03.16.14 03.16.14

Special Irish Menu
ALL DAY

Come Celebrate 

The Throggs Neck
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

On Sunday, March 12th
Under Our Big Top Tent... In Our Parking Lot!

We Will Have Live Music Inside And Outside Of The Wolf....
MUSIC ALL DAY

“Celtic Cross”
“McLean Ave. Band”
“Ireland The Band”

03.12.17 03.12.17
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NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Butler Houses in Cla-

remont Village are the fi rst 
NYCHA property to receive 
the full security upgrades as-
sociated with the Mayor’s Ac-
tion Plan for Neighborhood 
Safety.

NYCHA completed work 
on CCTV cameras, Layered 
Access security doors and 
new lighting on the grounds 
in late January which are the 
fi rst step to creating a safer 
environment around public 
housing.

According to NYCHA, the 
six 21-story buildings - which 
include a total of 1,476 units 
- each received two new en-
trance doors and one new 
exit door.

In addition, the six build-
ings received 30 new cameras 
in addition to upgrades to the 
58 existing cameras.

Finally, 245 new exterior 
lighting fi xtures were in-
stalled on the grounds.

Cornell Nolton, president 
of the Resident Association 
at the Butler Houses, said the 
new lights have been a plus 
for Butler Houses’ older resi-
dents.

Butler Houses receives full security upgrade 

New security doors at the Butler Houses are just one part of the Mayor’s 
Action Plan for Neighborhood Safety. Photo Courtesy of NYCHA

“The seniors feel more 
at ease with the lighting,” 
said Nolton. “They feel com-
fortable that they won’t be 
robbed.”

He added that residents 
used to come in early because 
they were afraid to be outside 
in the dark.

Nolton, a 20-year resident 
of the houses, said before the 
upgrades the Butler Houses 

experienced its share of 
shootings, robberies, domes-
tic violence and drug use.

He adds, “Crime is down a 
little bit now” since the new 
security features were in-
stalled.

In addition, to those fea-
tures, Nolton said he has 
been holding meetings 
twice a month for residents 
to voice their concerns and 

better their living experi-
ence.

According to Nolton, dur-
ing those times representa-
tives from government offi cials 
and offi cers from the local PSA 
7 have attended the meetings to 
help in making the buildings 
better places to live.

The resident association 
president said he is already 
seeing improvements thanks 
to the meetings as residents are 
putting their garbage in the in-
cinerator instead of throwing 
it out their window.

According to Renita Fran-
cois, deputy director of 
MAP,hearing from residents is 
one of the ways the action plan 
hopes to improve quality of life 
in a program called Neighbor-
hood STAT.

Francois said the next step 
for Butler Houses is to install 
the Neighborhood STAT pro-
gram, which will include a 
“very integral and coordi-
nated” response to the prob-
lems facing public housing.

She said agencies such as 
the NYPD, NYCHA, the NYC 
Department of Homeless Ser-
vices and the NYC Department 
of Sanitation will be able to 

hear from residents and make 
sure their needs are met.

“For example if the home-
less shelter across the street is 
not open, that population will 
trickle over into this develop-
ment and then we’ll have peo-
ple sleeping in the hallways or 
camping out in front of build-
ings,” said Francois.

She explained in that type 
of situation the NYPD’s neigh-
borhood coordination offi cer, 
a representative from NYC De-
partment of Homeless Services 
and the property manager will 
be available to come up with a 
solution to that problem.

In addition to the security 
features, said a NYCHA repre-
sentative, MAP also includes 
investments in the commu-
nity such as mentoring and job 
training for young adults, im-
proved access to public bene-
fi ts, confl ict mediation, grand-
parent support groups and 
extended hours at local com-
munity centers.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local medical practice 

lifts the confi dence of Bronx-
ites.

The practice, Bronx Plas-
tic Surgery, which has pro-
vided the Bronx with advance 
services in cosmetic, plastic 
and reconstructive surgery 
for more than 25 years, is of-
fering residents an opportu-
nity to further enhance their 
outer appearance at a reason-
able price, just in time for the 
summer.

Bronx Plastic Surgery, lo-
cated at 2425 Eastchester Road, 
headed by Robert D. Goldstein 
M.D., F.A.C.S. and Heather A. 
Erhard M.D., F.A.C.S., both 
of whom are board-certifi ed 
plastic surgeons, is devoted to 
their practice of plastic and re-
constructive surgery.

For the next two months, 
Bronx Plastic Surgery is of-
fering breast augmentation 
(implants) for only $5,800 and 
tummy tucks for approxi-
mately $6,000. Pricing in-

Bronx Plastic Surgery 
preps patients for summer

cludes anesthesia as well as a 
facility fee. 

BPS is also providing pa-
tients with Botox treatments 
for $10 per unit, along with 
Dermal Fillers.

The timing is perfect for 
those who are looking to en-
hance and restore their natu-
ral beauty, as patients who un-
dergo these procedures will be 
fully recovered and ready for 
the summer by the time beach 
season comes around.

Other body, face and breast 
procedures are also available 
to patients who are interested 
in enhancing their appear-
ance. The practice also offers 
treatment for patients suffer-
ing with skin cancer.

“Our practice is all about 
making our patients feel good 
about their appearance and 
comfortable in their own skin 
- with the correct treatment,” 
said Erhard, who special-
izes in breast reconstructive 
surgery. “It’s a great feeling 
to serve the borough where I 

have lived for so long.”
“Each patient we provide 

service to will need a differ-
ent treatment - and it is up to 
us to decide what treatment is 
most appropriate for them,” 
said Goodstein, who has been 
in practice for over 30 years. 
“Looking back on our history, 
it has been an honor to have so 
many people from the Bronx 
instilling their trust in our 
practice as long as they have.”

According to Erhard and 
Goodstein, the business has 
always put emphasis on pro-
viding customers with a posi-
tive experience through per-
sonalized care, making sure 
each customer’s procedure is 
as comfortable and pleasant 
as possible.

Additionally, both doctors 
stay current regarding the 
latest standards and surgi-
cal techniques to provide the 
best possible service to their 
patients.

Before any procedure is 
agreed upon, Bronx Plas-

tic Surgery reviews each pa-
tient’s medical history, cur-
rent health, as well as the 
patient’s expectations and mo-
tivation for the procedure.

To schedule an appoint-
ment at Bronx Plastic Sur-
gery, call (718) 405-7500 or visit 
www.bronxplasticsurgery.
com.

Goldstein (l) and Erhard have each headed Bronx Plastic Surgery for 
more than two decades. Photo courtesy of Bronx Plastic Surgery
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

SAVE $100
WHEN YOU CALL BEFORE 4/30/17*

GET THE 
BEST REPORT 
CARD EVER!
GET HELP NOW!

©2017 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. 
SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark  
of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of these 
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����������Evaluation, new students only.  
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Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

BRONX
718-597-1500

EASTCHESTER
914-722-6100

NANUET
845-624-6800

FLUSHING
718-358-7900 

SCARSDALE
914-946-7800

���������	
������
  Free consultation
  Personalized tutoring
  �������	
������������
  Comprehensive academic 

evaluation
  Flexible payment options 

for all budgets

Tutoring
Reading and Phonics - Writing - Math 
Study Skills - Algebra - Geometry  
Trigonometry - Calculus -Biology 
Chemistry - ADHD support - More

��������
ACT - SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - AP - GED 
ASVAB - High School Entrance Exams

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 

To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 

Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 

Offer. Exp. 03/31/2017

at Bronx Community College
 Evening and weekend classes

 English and Spanish classes

 Carpentry, plumbing, electrical, boiler maintenance and HVAC

 Hands-on instruction in an actual “Old House”

 Financial assistance may be available

 Call for information: 718.289.5170

Division of Workforce and Economic Development
www.bcc.cuny.edu/workforce-development

Learn Construction 
Skills
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPECIAL DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT

Shih-Tzu, Maltese and Yorkie!!
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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Graduation season is a time for cel-

ebration as students prepare to face 

the next phase of their lives. Gradua-

tion parties will soon be in full swing, 

and people may fi nd themselves at-

tending one or more of these festive 

occasions.

Party guests and graduation well-

wishers may want to bring gifts for the 

guests of honor, and the following are a 

few ideas that newly minted grads may 

appreciate now or in the near future.

Travel
Graduates enter a time of transition 

between graduation and their pursuits 

of a career or additional schooling. The 

summer that follows graduation is fi lled 

with free time for many recent grads, 

making it a prime time to explore the 

world. If you know a new grad who 

harbors a sense of wanderlust, put to-

gether a travel-themed present com-

plete with airline tickets, guide books, 

carry-on luggage, and some converted 

currency to use as spending money. 

You even can work with a travel agent 

to customize a trip you know your new 

grad will love.

Charitable giving
Philanthropic students may have 

spent their time as students helping 

others and supporting certain chari-

ties. If you are aware of a cause your 

graduate supports, think about making 

a donation to that organization. Couple 

that gift with an offering to volunteer. 

It’s a great way to spend time with the 

graduate before he or she moves on to 

the next phase of life.

Professional wardrobe
Recent graduates may have inter-

views lined up or even a job awaiting 

them upon graduation, and such grads 

may need attire that is more befi tting 

the business world. Suits, ties, collared 

shirts, briefcases, and the like will make 

thoughtful gifts for the budding profes-

sional. If you are unsure of sizes or style 

preferences, a gift card to a well-known 

retailer or specialty shop is a safe idea.

Automotive accessories
Many recent grads use the months 

immediately following graduation to 

take a road trip, making automotive 

accessories great gifts. Increase the 

enjoyment factor of a post-graduation 

road trip by treating the grad to a sub-

scription to a streaming satellite music 

service. This way grads can enjoy their 

favorite tunes no matter where their 

roads lead them.

Relaxation
School is not easy, so a gift to a spa 

for a massage or facial session can be 

a way to help your favorite graduate un-

wind once fi nal exam and term paper 

season has offi cially ended. Exercise is 

another way to unwind from the rigors 

of a school year, so consider a health 

club membership for new grads whose 

campus gym access is no longer avail-

able.

Financial favors
Cash is a graduation gift that will 

never go out of style. It may not be fan-

cy, but cash certainly comes in handy 

for graduates facing repayment of 

student loans or the costs of second-

ary schooling. If giving cash at a party, 

write a check payable to the graduate 

rather than giving loose cash that can 

be easily lost. Some grads even may 

have a Go Fund Me or Paypal account 

to help offset schooling costs, and gift 

givers can deposit money directly into 

such accounts if they so desire.

Can’t miss graduation gifts
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International Caterers
3243 Ampere Ave.
Bronx, NY 10465
(718) 892-2989

INTERNATIONAL CATERERS
3243 Ampere Ave. | Bronx, NY 10465

(718) 892-2989 | www.international-caterers.com

CATERING
P R O F E S S I O N A L

S E R V I C E S

Upcoming Events
Avengers Brunch ........March 5th .......... 11am - 2pm
Easter Dinner .............March 27th ........ 2pm - 6pm
Legends of Vegas ........April 23rd .......... 7pm - 11pm
Mother’s Day ..............May 8th ............. TBA
Sip & Paint .................TBA ................... 6:30pm - 9:30pm

Pre-Teen Dances 6th, 7th and 8th grades...March 24th, April 22nd...7pm - 10pm
Visit our website - www.international-caterers.com | Like us on Facebook

On and Off Premises
Leave the cooking to us so you can relax, enjoy the 

occasion and be a guest at your own affair.
Let us cater your next event at your home, office, 
school, venue of your choice or bring the party ro 

our hall accommodating up to 200 people.

Specializing In
Sweet Sixteens, Quinceanera, Weddings, 

Engagement, Anniversary & Birthday parties, 
Communions, Confirmations, Graduation, Bridal & 

Baby Showers, Brunches, Luncheons, Holiday 
parties, Corporate parties & Special Events

Upcoming Events
March 11, 2017 - Comedy Night - Staring Fred Rubino and Company

March 31, 2017 - FDR Drive Band 
April 16, 2017 - Easter Dinner

May 14, 2017 - Mother’s Day Brunch



BRONX TIMES REPORTER 2017 SPRING PARTY GUIDE 5  

SPRING SAVINGS • EVENTS • PARTIES • HOME IMPROVEMENT



SPRING SAVINGS • EVENTS • PARTIES • HOME IMPROVEMENT

BRONX TIMES REPORTER 2017 SPRING PARTY GUIDE6    



BRONX TIMES REPORTER 2017 SPRING PARTY GUIDE 7  

SPRING SAVINGS • EVENTS • PARTIES • HOME IMPROVEMENT

REGISTER BEFORE APRIL 4TH AND RECEIVE A 5% DISCOUNT!

SAMPLE DAILY SCHEDULE:
8:30-9:30am Breakfast/Circle Time 10:45-11:45am Arts and Crafts 1:45-2:45pm Improv/Acting
9:30-10:30am Jazz/Hip Hop 11:45am-12:45pm Tumblebugs/Gymnastics 2:45-3:45pm Ballet 
10:30-10:45am Snack time 12:45-1:45pm Lunch 3:45-5:30pm Snacks & Movie

Share in the magic of this Special Camp where your child will learn Ballet, Tap. Jazz/Hip Hop, Tumblebugs/ 
Gymnastics, Improv/Acting and participate with Arts and Crafts and Games. Lunch must be brought by each child 

daily. Every week has a theme and ends with a performance for the parents.

Full Day Program for ages 5-10    Half Day Programs    Girls and Boys Welcome
Studio will provide: Breakfast, Snacks, Arts and Crafts Materials

$350 for 1 Week or $300 Weekly for Multiple Weeks. Registration Fee $25.00

July 24th – 
28th

Sea 

July 31st – 
Aug 4th

Aug 7th – 
Aug 11th

Aug 14th –
Aug 18th Aug 21st – 

Aug 25th

PERFORMING ARTS
BRINGING BROADWAY TO THE BRONX

SUMMER CLASSES at DMPA: August 15th–August 31st! All ages, levels, & styles.
COMPETITION TEAM BOOT CAMP for the serious dancer: July 17th–21st
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Bronx
Pizzeria

http://bronx.news12.com/multimedia/video-bronx-residents-celebrate-
national-pizza-week-1.12947803

BRONX PIZZA WEEKAs Seen On

2 Large Pies
& 40 Wings

$75

40 Wings 
& Small Pie

$49.99

2 Large Pies 
& 2 Liter Soda

$36.99

2 Small Pies
 & 25 Wings

$49.99

FREE 
2 Liter Sodas With 

Any Order Over 

$39.99
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Factors to consider when choosing carpeting
When the time comes to choose 

fl ooring for their homes, homeown-

ers may be overwhelmed by the 

vast array of options at their dis-

posal. The choice between carpet 

and hardwood fl ooring, laminate or 

tile is a matter of personal prefer-

ence. People have long extolled 

the virtues of hardwood fl ooring, 

but carpeting can be just as stylish 

and provides a host of other ben-

efi ts as well.

Carpeting insulates rooms in the 

summer and winter, adding that 

extra level of protection against the 

elements. Carpeting also absorbs 

sound in a home. Many appreci-

ate the warmth and cozy feeling of 

carpet, especially when stepping 

out of bed. Carpeting also can in-

crease the level of safety at home. 

According to the Carpet and Rug 

Institute, carpeting makes areas of 

play safer and may also reduce the 

severity of an injury in the event of 

a fall.

Today, there are many differ-

ent types of carpeting available. 

Selecting the right carpeting for a 

room comes down to identifying 

the level of traffi c in a particular 

room, the attributes homeowners 

would like the carpet to have and 

any other needs that fi t with their 

lifestyles. The following guidelines 

can make carpet shopping a bit 

easier.

Type of carpeting
There are many different types 

of carpeting, some of which are 

best suited to certain situations. 

For example, plush and saxony 

carpets are better in low-traffi c 

areas. These carpets may show 

footprints and also vacuum tracks 

and dirt, but they’re higher on the 

comfort spectrum than other types 

of carpet. Berber, which is more 

fl at and dense, helps mask stains 

and tracks. It is durable in high-

traffi c areas. Textured carpets like 

frieze are cut from fi bers of differ-

ent heights, so they mask stains 

and are also softer on the feet than 

berber. 

Padding
Padding can impact the way 

carpeting feels and how long it 

lasts. It isn’t always necessary to 

purchase the most expensive  or 

thickest padding. However, it is 

wise to pick a pad that matches 

the type of carpeting you’re se-

lecting and one that aligns with 

how you plan to use the room. You 

may be able to go with a thinner 

pad in low-traffi c rooms and be-

neath dense carpeting like ber-

ber. In high-traffi c rooms, choose 

a thicker, more durable padding. 

Padding prevents carpet backing 

and fi bers from coming apart over 

time. It pays to invest in a padding 

that will last as well.

Installation
Select a reliable carpet retailer 

and installer for your business. 

Competent installers will lay the 

carpeting in the correct manner so 

that it will look beautiful and main-

tain its durability for the life of the 

product. Shop around to fi nd the 

right installer or even do the work 

yourself if you feel capable.

Take time when shopping for 

carpeting, which is a substantial 

investment that can last for many 

years if the right material is chosen 

and installed correctly.
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The season couples choose to get 

married can affect many aspects of 

their ceremonies and celebrations. 

Vendors are in high demand during 

popular wedding seasons like spring 

and summer. But those same vendors 

may be more fl exible and less expen-

sive during those times of year when 

fewer couples tie the knot.

According to The Knot.com, a lead-

ing Web-based wedding resource, 

June, August, September and Octo-

ber are the most popular months for 

couples to say “I do,” while January, 

February and March are the least 

popular months to get married. Wed-

ding dates can affect wedding costs 

considerably, and knowing this can 

help couples fi nd the date that works 

best for them and their budgets.

Value dates
Tying the knot in the early part of 

the year can be a more budget-friend-

ly option for cost-conscious couples. 

Prices for reception sites and vendors 

may be lower in January and March 

than during other times of the year. 

However, February may not be so 

budget-friendly thanks to Valentine’s 

Day. December also may not garner 

signifi cant discounts thanks to the 

holiday season, when vendors may be 

in high demand for holiday parties. 

Local events
Even though certain months may 

not be in high demand for weddings, 

that doesn’t always mean they are 

the perfect time for couples to tie the 

knot. Popular local events, such as 

festivals, large-scale meetings and 

conventions, can intrude on wedding 

plans. Consult with a local chamber 

of commerce and local schools to see 

if any local events that might drive up 

the cost of your wedding are going on. 

Reunions or conventions can stretch 

nearby restaurants, hotels and recep-

tion sites pretty thin, leaving you with 

fewer options.

 

Vary the time
If you have your heart set on getting 

married during more popular months 

to tie the knot, then you may be able 

to save a bit here and there by be-

ing more fl exible with the time and 

day you choose to make your vows. 

Couples often choose a Friday or 

Saturday wedding because they be-

lieve it will make it most convenient 

for guests to attend. However, if you 

provide ample notice to guests, they 

may be able to take off a Thursday or 

even a Monday from work, making a  

Thursday or Sunday wedding a more 

doable option.

If Saturday is still your ideal day to 

walk down the aisle, think about hav-

ing an early wedding ceremony fol-

lowed by a brunch or lunch reception. 

You also can customize your wedding 

to be a cocktail party only, saving you 

some money.

Have backup options
Recognize that if you want to get 

married on a Saturday at the height of 

wedding season, you may not get fi rst 

choice on your venues and vendors. 

Have a list of service providers at the 

ready just in case your fi rst choices 

are already booked. 

By understanding how dates and 

times can affect weddings, couples 

can make more informed decisions 

when planning their nuptials.

Choosing popular months for weddings
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Fall Registration Dates And Registration Fees
Aug. 8th-11th 3pm-8pm         Aug 15th-19th 9am-8pm $15.00

Aug 22nd-26th 9am-8pm $15.00
Aug 29th-31st 3pm-8pm $20.00

September 6th-9th 3pm-8pm $20.00

* CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 12TH $25.00    *Multiple Class Discounts    *Sibling Discounts Available 
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BRONX SITE
4037 E. Tremont Ave.

Bronx, N.Y. 10465
718.822.2025

SCARSDALE SITEBRONX SITE
4037 E. Tremont Ave.

Bronx, N.Y. 10465
718.822.2025

AWARD Winning Choreographers on staff including the Director who was awarded
BUSINESS WOMAN of the YEAR 

Monthly workshops with Fox 5 TV Show So You Think You Can Dance Finalist

T
R

A
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 W
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H PROFESSIONAL AND QUALIFIED WORKING INSTRU
C

T
O

R
S

The only BRONX and WESTCHESTER  studio to have students on the BROOKLYN  NETS KIDS

SCARSDALE SITE
4 Grayrock Rd,

Scarsdale, NY 10583
914-713-3282
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Rebounding 
from a late start 

to retirement 
savings

Bronx Locations
���������	
������

2244 Westchester Avenue
30 East 170th Street

980 Southern Boulevard
5560 Broadway

�

From today’s mobile banking to
Tomorrow’s latest technology,
Discover the Ponce difference.

Visit www.poncebank.com.

DISCOVER 
THE PONCE DIFFERENCE: 
MODERN TECHNOLOGY

|SINCE 1960

Discover
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Participating in the Sacrament of 

the Eucharist, often referred to as 

Holy Communion, as a child and 

Confi rmation as an adolescent are 

pivotal moments in a person’s life. 

Communion and Confi rmation com-

plete the Sacraments of Initiation in 

the Christian Church. According to 

Pope Paul VI, “The faithful are born 

anew by Baptism, strengthened by 

the sacrament of Confi rmation, and 

receive in the Eucharist the food of 

eternal life.”

Much importance is placed on 

these important rites of passage 

in the Church. As a result, many 

families prefer to do all they can to 

catalog and remember religious cel-

ebrations for years to come. Profes-

sional photographers can help fam-

ilies preserve the memories made 

during these milestone moments in 

a young Christian’s life.

There are many advantages to 

hiring a professional photographer 

to document these special religious 

celebrations. The following are just 

a few reasons to consider profes-

sional photography for your event.

• Expertise: Professional photog-

raphers have the skills and expertise 

to capture the perfect shots. Skilled 

photographers will know which 

angles or backgrounds produce 

the best results in photographs, 

and that can help create lasting 

memories for families. According to 

the Professional Photographers of 

America, many certifi ed photogra-

phers also are students of art, light-

ing, posing, fashion, and even inte-

rior design. They can combine these 

elements to create images that will 

last a lifetime. Photographers also 

have high-end equipment and know 

how to adjust shutter speeds and 

zoom in with a high-powered lens 

to provide interesting details with-

out intruding on the ceremony.

• Security: Many photographers 

rely on an off-site service to keep 

digital backups of their images. 

That helps safeguard photographs 

should the photographer experi-

ence a technical glitch on personal 

equipment or in the studio. Backed-

up images can be referred to later 

should you require more prints.

• Set task: The photographer’s job 

at the ceremony and after-party is 

to capture images and nothing else. 

The presence of a photographer al-

lows family members and parents 

to fully immerse themselves in the 

festivities without having to worry 

about taking photos. 

• Impressive stationery: Photog-

raphers may offer photo packages 

that include portraiture, invitations 

and thank-you notes. Guests can 

remember the event long after it is 

over with a beautiful photo thank-

you card.

• Customer satisfaction: Profes-

sional photographers know their 

business is frequently based on 

customer service and satisfaction. 

Many photographers are willing to 

go the extra mile to provide a series 

of ideal shots that will make for pre-

cious memories.

When big religious moments are 

unfolding in a child’s life, hiring pro-

fessional photographers is a great 

way for parents to capture special 

moments that will last a lifetime. 

benefi ts of hiring professional photographers
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1729 Crosby Ave, Bronx, 
New York 10461

Takes Reservations, Walk-Ins Welcome, 
Good For Groups and Take Out 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Drinks 

Catering For All Occasions...
Accepting Reservations For Parties Up To 40 People...

Come Join Us After The Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
For A Pint And Food Specials On Sunday, March 12

Join Us After The St. Patrick’s Day Parade Friday, March 17 
For Irish Specialities!

1729 Crosby Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 822-8889  |  718-823-8889  |  718-239-2928

COME ON 
IN AND ENJOY 

A PINT!
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“Best spot 
for brunch in 

the Bronx”
Rated 2017

“Lovingly restored 1922 pizza oven”

“#1 Pizza In The Bronx”

“100 Best Italian
Restaurants”

C O A L - F I R E D  B R I C K  O V E N  P I Z Z A
R E S T A U R A N T  ·  B A R  ·  L O U N G E  ·  E V E N T S

4038 EAST TREMONT AVE. · AT MILES AVE. · THROGS NECK, BRONX, NY

FAST FREE DELIVERY 718.239.3300
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G    ·    C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P    ·    VA L E T  PA R K I N G 
T O S C A N Y C . C O M       T O S C A N Y C       T O S C A N Y C

$20 OFF A CHECK
OF $40 OR MORE
SUNDAY–THURSDAY

WITH ENTRÉES
Dine-In Only

WITH COUPON ONLY, PLEASE MENTION 
WHEN ORDERING. NOT TO BE COMBINED 

WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 5/31/2017

TOSCA CAFÉ BRONX TIMES 3-2017

FREE
LARGE PLAIN PIZZA
WITH ANY ORDER OF ONE
OR MORE LARGE PIZZAS
Takeout or Delivery
WITH COUPON ONLY, PLEASE MENTION 

WHEN ORDERING. NOT TO BE COMBINED 
WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 5/31/2017

TOSCA CAFÉ BRONX TIMES 3-2017

$10 PASTA MONDAY · $15.95 LOBSTER TUESDAY · LATE-NIGHT HAPPY HOUR · SATURDAY/SUNDAY UNLIMITED CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

TOSCAMARQUEE
4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY · 718.863.6363 · TOSCAMARQUEE.COM

YOUR VISION. YOUR STYLE. YOUR DAY.

We make it happen
Show this ad to one of our banquet managers and receive a complimentary event upgrade
Located in Throgs Neck, New York, on the 

banks of Long Island Sound, TOSCA MARQUEE 

provides its customers with an exciting 

alternative to traditional venues.

Weddings

Birthday Celebrations

Showers

Communions

Christenings

Graduation

Retirements

Holiday Parties

Fundraisers

Social Events

Meetings/Seminars

Proms
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

50% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

917-957-6800

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425
3 bedroom/2 bath.  Throggs Neck-Pelham Bay. Laundry in building $2150.

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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The Bronx River Alliance announced 
the appointment of Maggie Scott Green-
fi eld as the new executive director of the 
Bronx River Alliance and Bronx River Ad-
ministrator for NYC Parks. She will succeed 
outgoing executive director/Bronx River 
administrator Linda R. Cox, who retires on 
March 2.

Greenfi eld has served the Alliance in 
multiple roles since joining as the Green-
way coordinator in 2005. She has served 
as director of Programs and Development, 
and has been deputy director since 2010. 
She worked closely with NYC Parks and 
has engaged with multiple levels of govern-
ment offi cials and Bronx leaders in these 
capacities, guiding plans and raising funds 
for new parks and segments of the Bronx 
River Greenway. She lead the agency’s ap-
plication to USDOT’s highly-competitive TI-
GER program in 2015.

Greenfi eld holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Public Health/Environmental Sci-
ence from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill and a Master’s in City Plan-
ning from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. She grew up on the banks of 
the Tennessee River and witnessed how 
reclaiming a river can revitalize urban com-
munities in her native Chattanooga. Green-
fi eld lives in the Bronx with her husband 
and two children.

* * *
Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda and St. 

Helena Catholic Church are sponsoring an 
Immigration Workshop on Sunday, March 
5 from 1:30  to 4 p.m.at  St. Helena’s, 1315 
Olmstead Avenue. 

The workshop will be conducted in 
English and Spanish, and translators for 
French, Arabic, and Bengali will be avail-
able.  Panelists will include lawyers, as well 
as reps from the New York Civil Liberties 
Union, the Mayor’s Offi ce for Immigrant Af-
fairs, the Offi ce for New Americans, and the 
Bronx Public Defender’s Offi ce. 

For information, call (718) 892-3233.
* * *

Jennifer Connolly, a history teacher at 
Preston High School, was chosen to at-
tend the 21st annual Lincoln Forum in Get-
tysburg, PA as a teacher scholarship re-
cipient.  One of four teachers selected from 
across the nation by a committee of the 
organization, Connolly, class of 1992, was 
awarded a full scholarship to attend the 
three-day event as a teacher-in-residence.  

The symposium featured major histori-
ans, writers, and lecturers, along with panel 
discussions, book signings, discussion 
groups, and other activities from November 
16 through the 18.

* * *
Calvary Hospital recently honored Sa-

brina Moye and Evelyn Roy with the 2017 
Meviar Smith Humanitarian Award. The 
award, which has been bestowed since 
1988, was created to honor the memory of 
long-time employee, Meviar Smith. Until her 
death in 1987, Meviar was famous for her 
loyalty, conscientious work ethic, and dedi-
cation to the patients at Calvary Hospital.

 Sabrina Moye, a 25-year veteran of 

Calvary, was born and raised in the Bronx, 
New York. In October 1992, she started 
working at the Hospital as a nurse’s aide. In 
1994, Sabrina was nominated to participate 
in the CCT (Cancer Care Technician) pro-
gram and then promoted to CCT Instructor. 
She held that positon until 2009, when she 
earned her LPN license. Sabrina worked 
as a unit nurse until joining the wound care 
team in 2012.

 Sabrina is currently enrolled in the RN 
program at Rockland Community College 
and resides in the Bronx with her family.

Roy Evelyn was born in Barbados, West 
Indies, and immigrated to New York in 
1972. Under the wings of Anthony Taranto 
and Ned Esposito, Roy quickly learned and 
advanced in the security fi eld and has been 
part of the Calvary family for over 30 years. 
Roy joined the Calvary Hospital team as 
per-diem offi cer in 1987 and was promoted 
to full time security offi cer in February 1988. 
He was quickly promoted to Sergeant in 
1993, Captain in 1997, Captain Security 
Specialist in January 2001, and Executive 
Captain in January 2015. Roy is married to 
Lillian Evelyn. Their blended family includes 
seven children and two grandchildren. Roy 
and his family live in Orange County, New 
York.

* * *
The following is a joint statement from 

interim co-chairs of the newly established 
New Yorkers for Culture and Arts, John 
F. Calvelli, executive vice president of Pub-
lic Affairs, Wildlife Conservation Society, 
and Andrea Louie, executive director of the 
Asian American Arts Alliance:

 “The New York City Arts Coalition and 
One Percent for Culture are announcing 
that they are merging to form a new organi-
zation – New Yorkers for Culture & Arts. 

 An interim Board of Directors will over-
see the new organization’s key program-
matic activities this year, including advocat-
ing for increased City funding for the New 
York City Department of Cultural Affairs in 
the FY18 budget, ensuring that candidates 
in the upcoming City election hear from the 
cultural community, and contributing to the 
City’s fi rst-ever Cultural Plan.

* * *
NYC Parks and UNIQLO USA selected 

ten artists as recipients of the Art in the 
Parks: UNIQLO Park Expressions Grant. 
Announced last September, the project 
builds on Parks’ equity initiatives by bring-
ing regular public art exhibits to parks that 
have historically lacked cultural program-
ming. The $200,000 grant will be issued 
to a total of 20 artists over the course of 
two consecutive years, with $100,000 dis-
tributed to 10 artists each year. Each cho-
sen artist will receive $10,000 to execute 
their pieces, with installation beginning this 
June. There will be a second application 
period for the next round later in 2017, with 
the second round of 10 winning artists an-
nounced in early 2018.

Representing the Bronx are: Patricia 
Cazorla and Nancy Saleme, ‘Flying High 
for Equality’, Joyce Kilmer Park; and Lovie 
Pignata, ‘Daylighting’, Virginia Park.

New Executive director 
of Bronx River Alliance
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BLOX TV ONLINE TV LAUNCH

WWII VETERAN CELEBRATES 100TH

The Blox TV, a new Bronx-based online television station, hosted a live streamed, offi cial 
launch event and fundraiser on Friday, February 24 at the Port Morris Distillery. The Blox TV 
is a community of emerging talent and media professionals committed to amplifying Bronx-
centric, entertaining content celebrating culture and diversity. For more information, visit 
the Blox TV’s at www.theblox.tv/home.         Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

(Above) The Blox TV’s staff were excited to celebrated its station’s offi cial launch. 

(Below) Blox TV producer Gillian Todd (l) and creative director Ray Mendez watched Blox 
TV’s live streaming.

(Above) Birthday boy Nicholas Calabrese (front, c) celebrated his incredible milestone 
with (l-r) Jill Calabrese, George Greenwood, retired U.S. Marine Corp. lieutenant colonel Ron 
Watson, Frank Calabrese and Kathy Greenwood. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Retired U.S. Marine Corp. lieutenant colonel Ron Watson presented an American Legion 
Medal to World War II veteran Nicholas Calabrese in honor of his 100th birthday on Tuesday, 
February 21 at Throgs Neck Extended Care. Calabrese fought in the Pacifi c theater during 
the war, served as a NYPD detective and a minor league baseball player. 

(Above, back, l-r) Nunzio Del Greco, Bronx Chamber president; honoree Charles Benson; 
Joseph Kelleher, Bronx Chamber chairman; honoree Brian Melford; Adam Bermudez; hon-
oree Quincy Luzunaris; (front, l-r) Sharma Johnson; honorees Madaha Kinsey-Lamb, Varahn 
Chamblee and Kathleen Walker-Pinckney and Ana Frampton. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

CHAMBER HOSTS BLACK HERITAGE EVENT
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce honored a few distinguished community leaders at its an-
nual Black Heritage Celebration Luncheon on Friday, February 24 at F&J Pine Restaurant.
This year’s exemplary honorees included Councilman Andy King; Kathleen Walker-Pinckney, 
Owen Dolen Recreation Center/NYC Parks center manager; Madaha Kinsey-Lamb, Mind-
Builders Creative Arts Center executive director; Charles Benson, Jewish Board of Family 
and Children’s Services PROS Vocational manager; Quincy Luzunaris, Kredit Koncepts presi-
dent and Varahn Chamblee, community activist.

2ND ANNUAL COMMUNITY COAT DRIVE

The United Church of God and Foxy Family Inc. hosted its second annual Community Coat 
Drive on Saturday, February 25 at 4430 Third Avenue for local families in need of some 
warmth this winter season. The heartwarming event was made possible by Assemblyman 
Jose Rivera, Tasty Ladies, 48th Precinct, I AM MY COMMUNITY, Confetti Party Place, Circle of 
Love Ministry, Blessed Hope Assembly of God, Iglesias El Buen Camino, community activists 
John Marano and Annie Boller, Whoopies Miniature Dessert Corporation and attorney Jaime 
Rodriguez.                           Photos by Ray Maldonado

(Above) Coat 
drive organizers and 
volunteers with local 
community members 
and their children. 

(Left, l-r) Crystal 
Perez, Evelyn Tor-
res and Ms. Liconia 
showed off some of 
there gifts from the 
church.
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The Peace Corps announced that Fordham University ranked No. 20 among medium size 

schools on the agency’s 2017 Top Volunteer-Producing Colleges and Universities list. This is the 

second consecutive year that Fordham has ranked among the top 20 medium size schools, with 

17 alumni currently volunteering worldwide.

Service in the Peace Corps is a life-defining, hands-on leadership experience that offers vol-

unteers the opportunity to travel to a community overseas and make a lasting difference in the 

lives of others. Since the Peace Corps’ founding in 1961, 452 alumni from Fordham have trav-

eled abroad to serve as volunteers.

This year’s rankings follow the launch of a refreshed brand platform that underscores the 

agency’s commitment to putting the user experience first and makes the Peace Corps more 

accessible to audiences through the platforms they already use. A simple and personal Peace 

Corps application process can be completed online in about one hour. Applicants can learn 

more about service opportunities by assignment area, country and departure date by visiting 

the Peace Corps website and connecting with a recruiter.

Fordham Ranked Top Volunteer-Producing College

(Left)  Pixie is a female Chihuahua estimated to be 8-10 
years old. She is super sweet and affectionate. Such a 
ham! Her foster parents say she’s good with small dogs 
and cats. She’s house trained and crate trained and 
loves to go on long walks. 

(Right) Hazel and Grayson were both found aban-
doned in a box outside of the shelter in the freezing 
winter weather. A volunteer is currently fostering them 
and describes them as the sweetest and most affec-
tionate cats she’s ever met! Hazel is a tortoiseshell 
female and Grayson is a grey tuxedo male. Both are 
estimated to be 3-5 years old. 

New Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 
Newbold Avenue. 

To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginningani-
malrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

NEW BEGINNING 
ANIMAL RESCUE PETS

BY HEALTHY SENIORS CLICC
Various situations called “stressors” can lead 

people to feeling worried or anxious. Stressors can 
be happy occasions such as getting married, buy-
ing a home, or retiring, or they can be things that 
make us feel sad or hopeless, such as the death of 
a spouse or close family member, getting divorced, 
being diagnosed with an illness, living on a fi xed 
income, or being lonely. 

Some of the warning signs that stress is af-
fecting our health in a negative way include: 1) 
A change in eating habits – such as eating more 
than usual, eating excessive amounts of junk 
food or having no appetite and eating very little; 
2) A change in sleep habits – like trouble falling 
or staying asleep; 3) A change in bowel function-
ing  with constant stomach upset or constipation 
or diarrhea; 4) An uptake in the amount of alco-
hol, drugs, or cigarettes used to relax or to stave 
off tension and strain, and 5) Being frequently sick 
with a cold or the fl u can also indicate that stress 
is compromising our health. 

How do we fi ght the harmful effects of stress? 
Get out and move! Walk! Engage in regular exer-
cise, and follow a healthy diet including fresh fruit 
and vegetables, whole grains, lean protein, “good 
fat” choices. Limit sugar and fried foods! They 
weigh you down.  

Try relaxation techniques such as meditation 
and deep breathing. 

Call your local RAIN center to fi nd a program 
to help you. 

Help us teach others about health and wellness 
in the community. Contact Mr. Jeff Lucas, Project 
Manager at R.A.I.N. ( 347-202-8805) to help us make 
a difference in the lives of Bronx seniors.

Sponsored by: The Hartford Institute for Geri-
atric Nursing at NYU and R.A.I.N.

Next week: Keep Smiling

Don’t bite your nails!

MEAT PLANS
Mon-Sat 7am - 7pm Sunday 9am - 5pm

WE TAKE E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY
ON PURCHASES OVER $50

6 lbs Chicken (2)

2 lbs Italian Sausage

1 lbs Chicken Cutlets

2 lbs CC Pork Chops

2 lbs Chuck Chop

$4499
ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE
1 Top Round London 

    Broil (1”)

1 lb Veal Cutlets

1 1/2 lbs Chicken

    Cutlets

6 Pcs. CC Pork Chops 

1 1/2 lbs Sirloin

   Chop Meat

$5595
ALL THIS FOR

BEST OF EVERYTHING

2 lb London Broil
2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Sandwich Steak
2 lbs Chuck Chop

$5799
ALL THIS FOR

HERE’S THE BEEF
1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs CC Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chop

$5999
ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK

Daily Chef 1lb.
Organic Whole
Wheat Pasta

Delicia Italian 
Chocolate 
Truffl es 

Fedeli 24oz. 
Italian Pasta 
Sauce

Newmans Own
Organic Balsamic or 

Olive Oil & Vinegar 

Dressing  24 oz.

LA Tourangelle

Walnut Oil

33.6 oz.

Mrs. Thinsters
Toasted Coconut
Cookies  16 oz.

1 lb. Hormel Ham

1 lb. Oven Roast Turkey Breast

1 lb. Citero Genoea Salami

1 lb. L O L American Cheese

ALL THIS FOR

COLD CUT FEAST

$6595
ALL THIS FOR

FAMILY PACK

4 lb Round Roast Beef

2 lb London Broil

3 lbs CC Pork Chops

6 lb Chicken (2)

1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets

$7999
ALL THIS FOR

$10999
ALL THIS FOR

5 PEOPLE CAN
EAT FOR 5 DAYS

ALL THIS FOR

CADILLAC PLAN

Sucker Punch
Gormet Pickles
24 oz. Spicy Garlic

16 oz. Larabar
Chocolate
Macaroon

2 lbs. Imported
European 
Cookies

La Tourangelle
Avocado Oil
33.6 oz.

Spectrum

Organic Coconut

Oil 54 oz.

Pons Summer
Fresh Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil

3 lbs Spare Ribs
3 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs 1/4 Legs
2 lbs Sausage
3 lbs Chuck Chop

$5895
ALL THIS FOR

BARBECUE FEAST

1 lb Veal Cutlets
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
1 London Broil (1” thick)
4 lbs Spare Ribs
5 lbs Chuck Chop
6 lbs Chicken
3 lbs Italian Sausage
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

$11499
ALL THIS FOR

MET THE SAVINGS

1 lb Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs Chicken Legs
2 lbs Italian Sausage

PARTY PACK

$9999
ALL THIS FOR

WOW
1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Italian Sausage
6 lbs Chicken
3 pcs. Club Steak
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

5 Pieces Shell Steak

1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets

3 lbs CC Pork Chops

6 lbs Chicken (2)

3 lbs Chuck Chop

2 lbs Chuck Filet

2 lbs Sh. London Broil

2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

2 lbs Sh. Lamb Chops

2 lbs Beef Stew

2 lbs Shell Steak

2 lbs Club Steak

2 lbs Chicken Legs

2 Lbs Chicken Breasts

2 lbs Chuck Chop

2 lbs Sausage

2 lbs CC Pork Chops

$14999
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Action
Association

Temple Hatikva celebrates Purim

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz’ State of the Bor-
ough address, delivered on 
Thursday, February 23, was 
broadcast live and is being 
rebroadcast on BronxNet 
Ch. 67 on Optimum and on 
Ch. 33 on FiOS on Friday, 
March 3 at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m., 
and Saturday, March 4 at 6 
p.m. Viewers can also share 
the experience live, at www.
bronxnet.org.

“I want to thank Bronx-
Net for their support over the 

years, and for chronicling 
the great things that are 
happening in our borough,” 
said Diaz. “For years, Bronx-
Net has been our local voice, 
keeping our community in-
formed of the pressing mat-
ters that affect us the most, 
keeping us on top of the news 
that’s pertinent to our bor-
ough, including broadcast-
ing my 8th State of the Bor-
ough address. If you missed 
their live broadcast, tune in 
for the replay on BronxNet.”

State of the Boro on BronxNet

 Temple Hatikva will hold 
its Purim Shabbat service on 
Friday, March 10, at 7:30 p.m.  
All community residents seek-
ing a welcoming atmosphere 
in which to learn more about 
and connect to Judaism are 
welcome at Temple Hatikva’s 
modern/traditional services 
and adult education sessions, 
regardless of their level of 
knowledge and expertise.

Purim, is one of the most 
joyous holidays on the Jewish 
calendar, commemorating a 
time when the Jewish people 
of ancient Persia were saved 
from extermination through 
the bravery of a young Jewess 
named Esther, whose bravery 
inspired The Book of Esther, 
one of the books of the Old Tes-
tament. 

At synagogues throughout 
the world, congregants will 
hear the Purim story through 
the reading of the Megillah.  
Those attending Temple Ha-

tikva are encouraged to follow 
Jewish tradition by coming in 
costume, and also to bring an 
unopened box of kosher dry 
pasta to be used as a gragger, 
Purim noisemaker, to drown 
out the name of Haman, the 
evil villain in the Purim story 
whose plot to destroy the Jews 
is central to the Purim story, 
whenever it is mentioned dur-
ing the reading of the Megil-
lah.  

Following the chanting of 
the Purim story in the Megil-
lah by Cantor Kyle Cherry, 
there will be a holiday Kiddush 
featuring Hamantaschen, tri-
angular fruit-fi lled cookies in 
the shape Haman’s three-cor-
nered hat traditionally served 
at Purim, generously provided 
by the Bronx Jewish Commu-
nity Council.  Afterward, the 
pasta collected at the service 
will be donated to the commu-
nity council’s food pantry.

“In our history there have 

always been those whose pur-
pose has been to eradicate our 
people,” said Cantor Kyle.  “Pu-
rim stands as the archetypal 
struggle the Jews have faced 
time and again:  evil plots, 
overwhelming odds, a self-
sacrifi cing hero, and a great 
victory.  And the fact that the 
main hero of this story is a 
woman is an even greater ben-
efi t to today’s young Jews and 
all young people, as they can 
recognize that both men and 
women have played impor-
tant roles in our history and 
will continue to do so for gen-
erations to come.  What better 
reason is there to celebrate, 
cheer, dance and sing?”

Hamantaschen will also be 
served at the free bagel break-
fast at the next adult education 
session on Sunday, March 12, 
starting at 10 a.m.  The tem-
ple’s adult ed breakfasts are 
sponsored by Shalom Funeral 
Home.  This month’s session 

will continue our exploration 
of the roots and history of the 
various sects of Judaism.  A 
guest speaker will bring new 
understanding and knowl-
edge of the Jewish way of life 
and the Jewish people.

The synagogue is located 

at Bronx House, 990 Pelham 
Parkway South, in Pelham 
Parkway.  For more informa-
tion, the synagogue can be 
reached at (917) 819-2456, by 
email at TempleHatikva@aol.
com, or on the web at www.
TempleHatikva.com.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Hi all, quick reminders. 
On Sunday, March 12 we 

will march in the annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade.  A Mass 
will be held at St. Benedict’s 
Church, followed by a colation 
downstairs.  

We step off from Lafay-
ette and E. Tremont avenues 
at noon sharp.  Please look 
sharp.

Don’t forget our 3rd Sunday 
meeting at American Turners.  

We may have a guest speaker 
from the VA for a brief Q&A.

Until next time: Condo-
lences on the passing of Harry 
Alberts, Tom Henderson’s dad-
in-law. *Hand salute*

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The need for change in U.S. 

public schools is clear.
A 2011 report in the Atlan-

tic by former NYC Schools 
Chancellor Joel Klein noted: 
“…three decades after A Na-
tion at Risk, the groundbreak-
ing report by the National 
Commission on Excellence 
in Education, warned of ‘a 
rising tide of mediocrity 
that threatens our very fu-
ture as a Nation and a peo-
ple,’ the gains we have made 
in improving our schools are 
negligible—even though we 
have doubled our spending 
(in infl ation-adjusted dol-
lars) on K–12 public educa-
tion…While America’s stu-
dents are stuck in a ditch, the 
rest of the world is moving 
ahead. The World Economic 
Forum ranks us 48th in math 
and science education. On in-
ternational math tests, the 
United States is near the bot-
tom of industrialized coun-
tries (the 34 members of the 
Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop-
ment), and we’re in the mid-
dle in science and reading. 
Similarly, although we used 
to have one of the top per-
centages of high-school and 
college graduates among the 
OECD countries, we’re now 
in the basement for high-
school and the middle for col-
lege graduates. And these fi g-
ures don’t take into account 
the leaps in educational at-

tainment in China, Singa-
pore, and many developing 
countries.”

Why is this situation tol-
erated? Politicians bear great 
responsibility. Klein notes: 
“From their point of view, 
the school system can be 
enormously helpful, provid-
ing patronage hires, school-
placement opportunities for 
connected constituents, the 
means to get favored commu-
nity and business programs 
adopted and funded, and po-
litically advantageous ties to 
schools and parents in their 
communities.”

Democrats are heavily de-
pendent on union support for 
their electoral victories, and 
the teachers’ union, which 
vehemently opposes school 
choice, is a key element. Open 
Secrets notes that “Led by 
the American Federation of 
Teachers and the National 
Education Association, teach-
ers unions contributed a to-
tal of about $19.2 million in 
the 2012 elections. The NEA, 
which is more than 150 years 
old and advocates for teachers 
on a number of issues, contrib-
uted more than $14.7 million 
in 2012. Since 1989, it has been 
the fourth biggest donor out of 
all organizations tracked by 
CRP. AFT is another heavy-
hitter, having given $4.4 mil-
lion in 2012 that went to Demo-
crats or liberal groups.”

Within the Democrat 
Party, the infl uence of teach-

ers’ unions is signifi cant. In 
a study at Oberlin College, 
Molly Brand wrote: “My case 
studies, centered on state-level 
electoral politics through the 
gubernatorial primaries in 
New York and Rhode Island, 
lead me to believe that teach-
ers’ unions are strong enough 
to have an infl uential outcome 
in a Democratic primary elec-
tion.”

Clinton’s bow to teachers’ 
unions may have been a fac-
tor in her defeat. Slate reports 
that “Following eight years of 
federally driven closures and 
turnarounds of schools with 
low test scores, which have 
put union jobs at risk, it was 
music to the NEA’s ears when 
the presumptive Democratic 
nominee promised to end ‘the 
education wars’…the only 
time Clinton referenced ‘ac-
countability’ was to refer not 
to getting rid of bad teachers, 
but to giving unions a bigger 
voice in education policy.”

     While successful in ma-
nipulating Democrat Party 
politics, unions have had neg-
ative impacts on the success 
of students. Science Direct  
notes that there is evidence 
that “students have lower 

test scores in larger school 
districts and in districts in 
which the district’s teachers’ 
union has negotiated a con-
tract that is more favorable 
to the district’s teachers. The 
teachers’ unions at the state 
and national levels contribute 
a great deal of money to can-
didates for state and federal 
offi ces. This gives the unions 
some infl uence in passing 
(defeating) bills that would 
help (harm) the state’s teach-
ers…[There is] remarkably 
strong evidence that students 
in states with strong teachers 
unions have lower profi ciency 
rates than students in states 
with weak state-wide teacher 
unions.”

The Illinois Policy organi-
zation concurs. “… new study 
from the University of Chicago 
shows that union bosses…are 
actively advocating for poli-
cies that have a negative effect 
on people they are supposed 

to care the most about: stu-
dents.”

Everyone who has a role 
in the day-to-day operations 
within most public schools, 
including the principals, the 
support staff, the teachers, 
and even the janitors, has a 
contract which provides them 
a specifi c return for their in-
vestment of time, and their 
contracts get upgraded peri-
odically.

It is only the students and 
their parents that have no 
such guarantees, because they 
have not been molded into a 
politically infl uential force. 
Had Devos been defeated, that 
may have changed, and Demo-
crats would have paid a heavy 
price. In this instance, the 
Democrats won by losing.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our affi liated 
radio broadcasts at usagovpol-
icy.com.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, MARCH 3-9, 2017 41  BTR

Mia Grade (r) made a maraca using culinary tools with the help of Craig Miller and Nancy 
Lopez of NYBG’s Children’s Education at the Vegetable Orchestra stand. Photo by Laura Stone

Layah Dean stretched some dough she kneaded at the No Rise Pizza Dough stand. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Michael Feltman chopped fruits and veggies with Susanne Costa’s assistance at Chop Shop.
 Photo by Laura Stone

Chef Michelle Warner (l) presented herbs to Jada Concepcion (c) for the Lemony Chicken 
Soup and Dilly Vegetable dumplings the kids helped create. Photo by Laura Stone

Sisters Josie (l) and Brooke showed off the veggie and fruit kabobs they made at Chop Shop.
 Photo by Laura Stone

Layah Dean (l) worked with Veniece Pinnock of NYBG Children’s Education to create some No 
Rise Pizza Dough made with natural ingredients including honey. Photo by Laura Stone

Children and their families celebrated the relationships among plants and their favorite foods from Saturday, February 18 to Monday, February 20 at the New York Botanical Garden’s 
Culinary Kids Weekend. Staff from the Children’s Education Department guided visitors through a variety of delicious activities including activity stations, culinary workshops and cooking 
demonstrations.

NYBG Serves Culinary Kids Workshops
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Bronx Chamber of Commerce highlights

NUNZIO DEL GRECO

BY NUNZIO DEL GRECO
The Bronx Chamber of 

Commerce provides free as-
sistance to companies inter-
ested in becoming certifi ed 
as M/WBE (Minority/Women 
Business Enterprises. This 
service is very valuable since 
there are many benefi ts of be-
ing M/WBE Certifi ed in New 
York City and New York State. 
The friendly and professional 
staff of the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce can expedite the 
extensive process. Our goal is 
to help businesses grow in the 
Bronx. Below are some of the 
benefi ts of M/WBE Certifi ca-
tion:

1. Access to and eligibility 
for government contracts is a 
huge benefi t of certifi cation. 
Most government entities at 
the federal, state and local lev-
els mandate that at least some 
percentage of business goes to 
women and minorities. Cer-
tifi cation is a competitive ad-
vantage. In 2014, Governor 
Cuomo established a goal of 30 
percent for New York’s MWBE 
state contract utilization – the 
highest goal of any state in the 
nation. However, under state 
law, that goal only applies to 
contracts issued by state agen-
cies and authorities; it does 
not apply to state funding 
given to localities such as cit-
ies, counties, towns, villages 
and school districts, which 

amounts to approximately $65 
billion annually.

2. Being certifi ed as an M/
WBE business allows you the 
opportunity to compete for 
RFPs for which you might not 
have been considered for. It 
opens up a world of corporate 
and government opportunities 
that you would not be exposed 
to otherwise. After completing 
the W/MBE certifi cation pro-
cess, you are granted access 
to large databases utilized by 
major corporations, other W/
MBEs and government enti-
ties that support supplier di-
versity. These databases allow 
you to search for prospective 
customers and clients who 
will benefi t from the product 
or service your business pro-
vides. Likewise, your compa-
ny’s information will be avail-
able so that purchasers who 
are looking for your particu-
lar product or service can con-
nect with you.

3. In addition to a better 
chance at federal government 
contracting, many Fortune 
500 companies have well-de-
veloped minority contracting 
programs. With your minority 
certifi cation, you will be going 
to be placed directly in front of 
decision makers at very large 
corporations and government 
entities that are committed to 
doing business with certifi ed 
minority-owned businesses.

4. Obtaining an M/WBE 
certifi cation is an effective 
way to receive assistance for 
securing loans. For exam-
ple if you are the owner of a 
certifi ed WBE, you can uti-
lize third-party intermediar-
ies such as a Women’s Busi-
ness Development Center or 
Small Business Development 
Company to help you prepare 
and submit loan applications 
to the Small Business Ad-
ministration. Initial funding 
will provide you with capi-
tal to get your business up 
and running. Existing small 
businesses also benefi t from 
obtaining loans in order to ac-
quire additional equipment, 
expand their employee base, 
or open another location.

5. Networking is another 

important way to connect with 
corporations, government en-
tities, and other W/MBEs is 
by attending conferences and 
events held by the major cer-
tifying organizations. Such 
conferences include WBENC’s 
National Conferences & Busi-
ness Fair and NMSDC’s Con-
ference and Business Op-
portunity Fair. Events and 
conferences enable you to 
gain valuable face time with 
potential purchasers in order 
to increase awareness of your 
brand, develop relationships, 
and increase the likelihood 
of establishing contracts with 
purchasers. In addition, net-
working at the Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce sponsored 
events are an excellent venue 
to connect with other W/
MBEs to share insight, com-
pare experiences, and discuss 
future business opportunities 
or partnerships.

6. Certifi ed W/MBEs have 
access to training programs, 
educational workshops, and 
mentorship programs. These 
workshops include strate-
gies for selling to large cor-
porations, ways to establish 
supplier diversity programs 
within your company, and 
best practices for obtaining 
government contracts. 

Becoming a certifi ed W/
MBE is a wonderful asset to 
your business because it adds 

credibility to your business 
while setting your unique 
product or service apart from 
your competition. Simply ob-
taining certifi cation aids the 
growth of your business and 
taking advantage of these in-
cluded perks is a sure way to 
success. For more informa-
tion call the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce (718) 828-3900 or 
email: Events@BronxCham-
ber.org. 

Regarding M/WBE Certi-
fi cation, my personal goal is 
to signifi cantly increase the 
number of certifi ed M/WBE 
companies in the Bronx. Cur-
rently, there are approxi-
mately only 300 certifi ed M/
WBE companies out of over 
30,000 businesses in the Bronx. 
Clearly, there is tremendous 
potential to make it happen.

I am proud to be leading 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce and actively partici-
pating in the renaissance 
taking place in the Bronx. 
The Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce is one of the most in-
fl uential, professional, suc-
cessful organizations and 
voice for 30,000 businesses in 
Bronx County. 

Professionals and compa-
nies are drawn to the success-
ful companies and active mem-
bers affi liated with the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce. Visit: 
www.BronxChamber.org.  

BY GENE DEFRANCIS 
If business is slow, “What’s 

your plan to get business back 
on track?”

As a resident of this com-
munity for nearly four de-
cades I can tell you right now 
the small business owners ei-
ther don’t know or forgot the 
territory.  There is an entire 
pool of potential customers 
that are right here in this com-
munity that rarely shop on Al-
lerton.  Parking, lack of vari-
ety, security concerns, and 
quality of merchandise are 
the sighted reasons for shop-
ping elsewhere.

In the last four years we 

have made strides in the ap-
pearance and variety of stores 
on Allerton. But their is still 
some work to be done and 
that includes shaking off the 
stigma that has clung onto 
this great neighborhood. Well 
we are telling you the neigh-
borhood is changing again. 
And it’s not with outside infl u-
ences but from residents from 
this community.

If more came out to con-
tribute just a little bit, there is 
no limit to what we do on Al-
lerton. The only way that hap-
pens is if the merchants and 
the residents come together.  
We provide the opportunity 

for this connection with our 
events and programs. The 
fundraisers we create help 
with beautifying and improv-
ing our community. 

Tuesday, March 7 is our ex-
ecutive meeting at the Sanz, 
815 Allerton Avenue at 7:30 
p.m. It is free to attend and 
you can voice your questions 
and concerns freely.

Tuesday, March 14 is the 
St. Patrick’s Paint Party, $40 
for wine, appetizers and paint 
at 7 p.m. at the Sanz 815 Aller-
ton Avenue.

Sunday, April 2 is Aller-
ton’s Exclusive WrestleMania 
Party at Gasolina Lounge on 
Boston Road, starting at 7 p.m. 
for $25.

Tuesday, April 4 is our 4th 
Anniversary Celebration, at 7 
p.m. at the Sanz 815 Allerton 
Avenue. Tickets are $75.

Space is limited to these 
event so it is better to come to 
the offi ce at 930 Allerton Ave-
nue to reserve a spot. Or visit 
our Facebook page for links to 

sign up. FB@Allerton Interna-
tional Merchants Association.

Do not let these opportuni-
ties to connect with your audi-
ence go by. If we work together 
now we can speed up the pro-
cess of rejuvenation.

Stop wasting your re-
sources on characters handing 
out fl iers and be mindful to not 
irritate or inconvenience your 
neighbors. Once you burn that 
bridge you’re stuck.

You can not survive with-
out building strong relation-
ships with the community.

Which is why we always 
say, “Your community is your 
business”

The NYC Neighborhood Li-
brary Awards celebrate and 
reward exceptional branches 
for outstanding service to 
their community. Every year 
they award six libraries with 
a grand prize of $20,000 each 

and fi ve runners-up with 
$10,000 each, based on nomi-
nations from library users 
across the City.

Community Board 6 is sup-
porting the Tremont Branch 
at 1866 Bathgate Avenue and 

urge you to do the same. The 
Tremont Branch will soon 
have the fi rst Sound Lab in 
the New York Public Library 
system and offer to the Trem-
ont community a place to cre-
ate music, practice or learn an 

instrument as well as sound 
design through software. 
The Sound Lab will offer pro-
grams and services to people 
of all ages for free.  

Nominations are due on 
March 13. Nominate the Trem-

ont Branch at www.nycli-
braryawards.org/nominate, 
or print out the attached form 
and return it to any library 
branch, before March 13 and/
or post on Twitter and Face-
book. 

NYC Neighborhood Library Awards nominations
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The Samuel H. Young American Legion Post 620 hosted a World War I Doughboy meeting on Saturday, February 25 in which reenactors and collectors from fi ve states came to swap and 
sell Great War uniforms and ephemera. The free, public event was to prepare for the centennial of the U.S. entry into the First World War on Thursday, April 6 and get more reenactors 
to represent WWI in their communities. The celebration also honored the post’s namesake, private Young, who was the fi rst and youngest neighborhood soldier to be killed in WWI.
   (Above, l-r) Collectors Bill Baldwin, Peter Tragn and Bob Jacobs displayed some WWI-era memorabilia.
  (Insert)  Bronxites viewed many WWI-era items including posters, badges, clothing and photographs among many other historical pieces. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Samuel Young Post 620 Remembers WWISamuel Young Post 620 Remembers WWI

Daniel Rodriguez wore a historic Doughboy U.S. Army uniform from 
‘The Great War’.

Nina Mako and Dan Conna wore historically 
accurate military attire from the time period. 

(Above) Jim McGaughan and son, Mat-
thew, viewed many of the WWI arti-
facts on display. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Javier Rodriguez; his son, Daniel 
(Left) and Todd Rambow gave a one-
of-a-kind history lesson.
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Titanosaur on view at the 
Museum of Natural History

TOM ALLON

If anyone could lay claim 
to the excuse, “I’m not fat — 
I’m big boned,” it’s the Ti-
tanosaur on view at the Mu-
seum of Natural History.

This creature has a thigh 
bone 8-feet tall. Taller than 
Shaq! That’s not just a big 
bone — it’s the biggest bone 
in the biggest dinosaur ever 
discovered.

And yet, the Titanosaur 
began life in an egg the size 
of a “large grapefruit,” says 
Danny Barta, a PhD candi-
date in the museum’s Rich-
ard Gilder Graduate School.

Danny is studying dino-
saur growth — how do you 
go from the size of a piece of 
fruit to something 120 feet 
long, especially when you’re 
a vegetarian?

“They must have spent 
most of their day eating,” 
says Danny. It just goes to 
show that anyone hoping an 
all-kale diet will do the trick 
may end up sorely disap-
pointed. (And extinct.)

The Titanosaur is so big, 
you see it burst into a grin. 
Holy moly! It doesn’t even fi t 
in one of the museum’s cav-
ernous rooms. Instead, its 
giant skull sticks out into 
the hallway, like a dog who 

For the past month, my col-
leagues in the editorial depart-
ment of City & State magazine 
have been debating the rank-
ings in our annual  New York 
City Power 100 List .

Each February, the publica-
tion that comprehensively cov-
ers politics on the city and state 
level, ranks who is up and who 
is down in New York. 

It always amazes me how 
seriously those on the list (and 
those who have fallen off) take 
this issue and the pecking order 
it delineates.

In previous years, the big 
question always was: Who has 
a bigger impact on the fi ve bor-
oughs, the mayor or the gover-
nor?

In 2014, our editors gave the 
nod to the new mayor, who was 
pushing through his ambitious 

progressive agenda.
But for the next two years, it 

was Gov. Cuomo who landed on 
top, because of his superior pow-
ers and his ability to outplay the 
mayor in their ongoing rivalry.

But in 2017, we have a very 
different political scene: the new 
President is a New Yorker and 
the head of the political resis-
tance, the Democratic minority 
leader of the Senate, hails from 
Brooklyn.

Where should these two pow-
erful national fi gures fi t on the 
list that measures power and in-
fl uence on New York City only?

Thus began an interesting 
look at what’s at stake locally 
in a Trump Administration. 
Because of the President’s over-
zealous

plan to crack down on un-
documented immigrants, New 

York, like other big cities, could 
lose billions in federal aid.

That would blow a hole in 
the mayor’s $72-billion budget 
and necessitate cutbacks in ser-
vices, raising taxes, or both. 

But, my editors argued, there 
is one person who can possibly 
beat back this defunding of big 
cities — New York’s senior Sena-
tor Chuck Schumer.

And that is why Schumer 
is No. 1, Cuomo second, DeBla-
sio third and President Trump 
fourth.

I’m sure many people will 
second guess this ranking or-
der but that’s besides the point. 
The impetus behind producing 
power lists like this is to inform 
readers about who holds the le-
vers of power and to refl ect on 
what those people are doing 
with that transitory power.

That’s the thing about politi-
cal power — in democracies it 
has a shelf life. One day you’re 
leader of the free world, like 
Obama was a month ago, and 
now he’s a regular citizen  going 
to Broadway shows with his old-
est daughter Malia .

One old boss of mine told 
me the story of how one year, 
because he was a high-ranking 
city offi cial, he sat on the dais at 
a big dinner next to the mayor 
and governor. The next year, 
after he stepped down from his 
post, he wasn’t even invited to 
that dinner.

Power is fl eeting, transitory, 
evanescent, and intoxicating.

Out President is enjoying all 
the attention he is getting. He 
should know that one year in 
the near future he may not even 
be invited to the White House 

Correspondents dinner.
Tom Allon, president of City 

& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

I’ve got the power: Ranking city’s most infl uential

can’t wait to go for a walk. 
And, for the record, what’s 

on display is not the actual 
skeleton. It’s a 3-D scanned 
cast of the bones, which is in 
some ways even more amaz-
ing — something 100 million 
years old has been recreated by 
a technology that didn’t come 
into its own until the 2000s.

But if you’re hankering for 
“real” relics, all you have to do 
is turn around. There, on dis-
play for the fi rst time, are about 
30 fossilized bones from the 
museum’s Big Bone Room — a 
room Danny compares to a li-
brary’s “oversize book section.” 
These bones include a leg bone 
the size of a 7-year-old North 
American studentis (that is, a 
third grader), and vertebrae 
that look like snow tires.

They’re all part of a long-
necked plant-eating Diplodo-
cus dug up by the museum’s di-
nosaur hunter Barnum Brown 
(yes, named for the circus meis-
ter himself), with Henry Fair-
fi eld Osborn in 1897. Ironically 
the men had gone to Wyoming 
seeking fossil evidence of an-
cient mammals, the bones of 
which do not make for amazing 
crowd pleasers. Instead, they 
found this giant beast, which 
launched the museum’s dino-

saur collection. Barnum would 
go on to discover the fi rst Ty-
rannosaurus Rex.

Danny actually hails from 
Wyoming himself, and when 
he went on trips to the local mu-
seum, he fell in love with the 
dinosaurs. Now he spends his 
time studying the specimens 
at the museum and heading out 
to fi nd more. He spent last sum-
mer in Mongolia’s Gobi Des-
ert, which sounds like a dream 
come true:

“You wake up, you have 
breakfast — we’re in a tent 
— and then you walk around 
and look to see if there are any 

bones or eggshells sticking out 
of the ground. And probably ev-
ery few minutes you’re seeing 
something — oftentimes, it’s 
just some fragments, but some-
times it can be part of a skele-
ton.”

Sign me up!
“We had really nice weather 

— it barely topped 100,” Danny 
added. “And we experienced 
one sandstorm.”

Okay, maybe Danny doesn’t 
really need my help.

Once someone discovers 
what looks like a decent set of 
bones, the team carefully cov-
ers these with the tools of the 
trade: tin foil, paper towels, or 
toilet paper. “Fossil collecting 
has hardly changed at all since 
Barnum Brown’s day,” says 
Danny. With the bones pro-
tected, the team digs a trench 
around the skeleton and covers 
the whole thing with a plaster 
of Paris “jacket.” Then they dig 
it up, and ship it to the museum, 
where three “preparers” exca-
vate the bones, using brushes, 
dental picks, and a whole lot of 
patience.

But what excites Danny is 
that the Gobi site has yielded 
dozens of specimens of one of 
the dinosaurs he is studying 
most intently, the Haya griva 

(named for the Hindu god 
Hayagriva). Adults of this 
species are about the size 
of a beagle, and the littlest 
ones are the size of crows. 
What he has now are a se-
ries of skeletons, affording 
him a sort of time-lapse look 
at how they grow.

“Each is a snap shot 
from a stage of life,” Danny 
explains. Imagine if the 
only skeleton left of humans 
100 million years from now 
was that of a 5-year-old. Fu-
ture Earthlings would as-
sume homo sapiens gener-
ally grew to the height of a 
Great Dane. So how do you 
get a full picture of the life 
cycle of an animal that’s ex-
tinct? “Any living animal, 
we could watch,” Danny 
points out — but with dino-
saurs, you need skeletons of 
all different ages.

That’s what he has in 
front of him now. And if he 
or anyone else ever needs a 
different dino to study, the 
museum has tons more — 
literally.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.
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Senator Jeff Klein, in partnership with assembly members Mark Gjonaj and Michael Benedetto, 
celebrated the 22nd annual Black History Month Breakfast on Saturday, February 25 at Villa Barone 
Manor.,The event featured a lively performance by the Trinity Baptist Choir, a keynote address dis-
trict attorney Darcel Clark and an awards ceremony for special honorees. This year honored 43rd 
Precinct sergeant William Jean Baptiste, Clason Point Gardens community activist Dolores Biggs, 
Mount Vernon Parent Teacher Association Council president Lorna Kirwan, former Community 
Board 8 district manager Patricia Manning and Community Board 10 chairman Martin Prince.
   NY1 News anchor Cheryl Wills (c) graciously accepted a proclamation from (l-r) Benedetto, Klein, 
Clark and Gjonaj. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Klein, Gjonaj & Benedetto
                              Celebrate Black History Month

Klein (l) presented district attorney Clark a procla-
mation recognizing her hardwork and dedication. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assembly members Gjonaj (l) and Benedetto thanked 
district attorney Clark for her service. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Lieutenant Quathisha Epps (front, c) was honored by her fellow 47th Precinct offi cers. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph 
Crowley; Assemblyman Gjonaj; keynote speaker district at-
torney Darcel Clark; Senator Klein and Assemblyman Bene-
detto. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Below) (back, l-r) Honoree sergeant Baptiste; Gjonaj; Rev. 
Dr. Rabbi Keith Elijah Thompson; Clark; Klein; honoree Mar-
tin Prince; Benedetto; (front, l-r) honorees Lorna Kirwan, 
Patricia Manning, Dolores Biggs and lieutenant Epps. Photo 
by Silvio Pacifi co
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FORDHAM UNIVERSITY HOSTS RACE AND PUBLIC EDUCATION IN NYC: A TOWN HALL
Fordham University hosted ‘Race and 
Public Education in NYC: A Town Hall’ on 
Tuesday, February 21 at the Flom Audito-
rium. Moderated by professor of history 
and African American studies Mark Nai-
son, the panel featured Fabienne Doucet, 
associate professor of early childhood 
education at New York University; Pamela 
Lewis, ‘Teaching While Black: A New Voice 
on Race and Education in NYC’ author; 
Luis Torres, P.S. 55 principal; Sean Ahern, 
NYC public school teacher; Kaliris Salas-
Ramirez, assistant medical professor at 
CUNY; Arthur Goldstein, United Federa-
tion of Teachers chapter leader at Francis 
Lewis High School and ESL teacher; Ruth 
Rodriguez, United Opt Out National ad-
ministrator and Daniel Katz, Community 
Education Council 3 Zoning Committee 
member and teacher. 

(l-r) Arthur Goldstein, Aixa Rodriguez, Ruth Rodriguez, Dr. Fabienne Doucet, Daniel Katz and Louis Torres discussed education and race during 
an informative panel session. Photo by Ray Maldonado

EAST BRONX HISTORY FORUM MEETING

The East Bronx History Forum had a full house at its monthly meeting discussing the his-
toric Jerome Park Reservoir with Anne Marie Garti on Wednesday, February 15 at the Hun-
tington Free Library.

(Above, l-r) Mike Gupta, EBHF web master; Richard Vitacco, EBHF president; Anne Marie 
Garti, Jerome Park Conservancy president and Tom Vasti, EBHF vice president. 
 Photo courtesy of Tom Casey

(Above) Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. joined Montefi ore Care Management Organi-
zation’s Almitra Yancey (l) and Sharon Thompson at the rally. Photo by Miriam Quin

Governor Cuomo delivered remarks at the 1199SEIU Rally to protect quality healthcare 
in NYS on Wednesday, February 22 at Albert Einstein College of Medicine Jack and Pearl 
Resnick Campus Forchheimer Building Robbins Auditorium.

1199 SEIU RALLY TO PROTECT HEALTHCARE

VALENTINE’S DINNER DANCE 

(Above) Ft. Schuyler Presbyterian Church’s congregation celebrated Valentine’s Day 
with the community. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronxites felt the love while celebrating Fort Schuyler Presbyterian Church’s annual Valen-
tine’s Dinner Dance on Saturday, February 18 at 2950 Dewey Avenue.
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CONGRESSMEN SERRANO AND ESPAILLAT
 HOST DOMINICAN HERITAGE CELEBRATION

NYC HEALTH + HOSPITALS/NCB’S RECOGNITION AWARDS

(Above) Eddie Cuesta (c) 
proudly accepted his award 
from Congressmen Serrano (l) 
and Espaillat (2nd from r) while 
dancers Milly Sosa and Genual 
Espina and honoree Dr. Hugo 
Morales (r) congratulated him 
on his success.

Congressmen Jose Serrano and Adriano Espaillat hosted their Dominican Heritage Celebration on Tuesday, 
February 21 at Lehman College with local community groups and advocates. The event featured local enter-
tainment and honored community leaders working with the Dominican Diaspora in the borough. This year’s 
distinguished honorees included Eddie Cuesta, Dominicanos USA executive director; Jaime Vargas, former am-
bassador of the Dominican Republic for Asian Affairs and small business owner; Dr. Hugo Morales, psychiatrist 
and civic leader and Sussie Lozaza, UNITEHERE! Local 100 community organizing and political director.

(Left) Sussie Lozada (2nd 
from l) was presented the Cer-
tifi cate of Special Congressio-
nal Recognition for her service 
to the Bronx and its residents.
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Above) Clinicians, providers, administrators, community leaders and elected offi cials celebrated the pres-
tigious recognition. Photo courtesy of NYC Health + Hospitals/North Central Bronx

NYC Health + Hospitals/North Central Bronx hosted a recognition award ceremony on Wednesday, February 8 
to celebrate its recent designation as a Baby Friendly Hospital. The distinction was awarded by Baby-Friendly 
USA, an initiative of the World Health Organization and United Nations Children’s Fund designed to recognize 
hospitals that encourage and promote breast feeding and mother-baby bonding. The event also honored the 
positive transformation of the hospital’s Labor and Delivery Service  which last year saw 1,297 babies born and 
97% of the babies received mother’s milk.  

(Above) Claire gave Juan Guerrido a kiss. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

MINI PONY VISITS BRONX CENTER
Patients at the Bronx Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare were 
treated to a heartwarming visit by a mini pony named Claire on Wednes-
day, February 22 as part of their therapy.

KINGS HARBOR MULTICARE CENTER
ADOPT-A-PLATOON FUN FAIR

(Above) Resident Joan Perillo enjoyed her cotton candy during the 
fun fair. Photo courtesy of Kings Harbor Multicare Center

Kings Harbor Multicare Center’s Men’s Club hosted a Fun Fair on Thursday, 
February 16 to raise funds for the Adopt-A-Platoon program, a charity or-
ganization that sends care packages to platoons from the proceeds. The 
fair raised over $400 and the previous fl ea market the week prior raised 
nearly $300. There was great fun to be had at the celebration including 
horse racing, ring toss, football throw, baseball; delicious cotton candy, 
ice cream sundaes, mini waffl es, donuts and soda.
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(Above, l-r) John Jurenko, NYC Health + Hospitals vice president of Government and Community Relations; 
Robert Nolan, NYC Health + Hospitals Board member; Esme Sattaur-Low, Community Advisory Board member; 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; William Foley, NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi CEO; Sylvia Lask, CAB member; Silvio 
Mazzella, CAB member; Alvin Young, NYC Health + Hospitals Intergovernmental Affairs and Josephine Bolus, 
NYC Health + Hospitals Board of Directors Community Relations Committee chairwoman. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

The Community Advisory Board of NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi hosted its annual Legislative Forum on 
Wednesday, February 8. Approximately 70 people, including board members and staff, attended to hear from 
local elected offi cials regarding healthcare funding and the role of public hospital system in serving the com-
munity.

NYC HEALTH + HOSPITALS/JACOBI ADVISORY 
BOARD HOSTS ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE FORUM

(Above) Brandon Acosta (l) gave a thumbs up for his heart health with 
Super WHY at the party. Photos courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

Young patients at the Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore pumped up the 
beat at the annual Pediatric Heart Party on Thursday, February 16 to 
celebrate their heart health with friends, families and medical teams at 
CHAM. Nearly 100 attendees, including children who have been treated 
for a wide variety of heart conditions, and their families enjoyed arts 
and crafts, games, face painting, dancing, live music and food as part of 
Montefi ore’s extensive Heart Month activities. The annual kids’ party was 
co-sponsored by the Family Learning Place at CHAM, the Pediatric Heart 
Center at CHAM and Harboring Hearts, an organization providing fi nan-
cial assistance to patients awaiting or undergoing a heart transplant or 
critical cardio-thoracic surgical care. 

(Below( Big brother Ethan Jose Lee celebrated with 2-month-old Ka-
morie Rose Dunning.Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

PEDIATRIC HEART PARTY AT MONTESTOP & SHOP FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS
To help its customers 
achieve healthier lifestyles, 
Stop & Shop offered free 
health screenings at its 691 
Co-op City Boulevard loca-
tion on Saturday, February 
18. Customers received free 
blood pressure, glucose and 
cholesterol screenings while 
Stop & Shop pharmacists de-
termined if they were miss-
ing any recommended adult 
vaccinations.

(Left, left, l-r) Shaneek 
Hemmings, pharmacy tech-
nician; Lisa Stanzione phar-
macist and Joshua Herman, 
supervising pharmacist, pro-
vided free health screenings 
to Co-op City residents. 
                         Photos  by Miriam Quin

(Above, left) Stop and Shop security offi cer Mohammad Shoeb (r) got his blood sugar tested by supervising 
pharmacist Joshua Herman. 
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Bronx Arts Ensemble’s free jazz workshop/concert
Bronx Arts Ensemble pres-

ents a free 10 a.m. Jazz Work-
shop for Young Musicians 
with Jay Hoggard followed by 
an 11:30 a.m. concert with The 
Jay Hoggard Quartet perform-
ing ballads, bop, and blues, 
and music that blends jazz and 
gospel roots with African Ma-
rimba at Bronx Community 
College in Gould Auditorium 
at 2155 University Avenue, 
Bronx. 

The Jay Hoggard Quartet 
includes Hoggard on vibra-
phone; James Weidman, pi-
ano, organ; Belden Bullock, 
bass; and Pheeroan AkLaff, 
drums, percussion. 

Admission to the workshop 
and concert is free and open to 
the public. 

For additional informa-
tion: http://bronxartsensem-
ble.org.

The workshop will focus on 
jazz rhythmic patterns, basic 
improvisation, and ensemble 
techniques. High school and 
college-aged music students 
of all skill levels are invited to 
attend the free workshop, con-
ducted by Jay Hoggard, featur-
ing students of Bronx Arts En-
semble partner schools.

The Jay Hoggard Quartet’s 
latest project, Harlem Hiero-
glyphs makes excursions into 
African diasporic rhythmic 
conceptions, using various 
African-American spirituals, 
gospel music, and jazz. With 
selections titled Piety and Re-
demption, I Live Because I 
Breathe, & I Am Free, the Har-
lem Hieroglyphs Project em-
bodies the essence of the on-
going struggle for equity that 
greatly relates to the senti-
ments of today’s Bronx youth.

Hoggard, a master vibra-
phonist who has recorded 22 
CDs as a leader and 50 as a 
collaborator, has performed 
throughout the U.S. at venues 
such as the Kennedy Center 
and Lincoln Center, and in 
Africa, Europe, South Amer-
ica, the Caribbean, and Asia.  
He has played with Lionel 
Hampton, Tito Puente, Kenny 
Burrell, Billy Taylor, Dizzy 
Gillespie, Max Roach, Hilton 
Ruiz, Bobby Hutcherson, and 
other top-notch artists.  Hog-
gard is an Adjunct Full Profes-
sor of Music at his alma mater 
Wesleyan University, where 
he has been the director of the 
Wesleyan Jazz Orchestra, and 
has taught and mentored hun-
dreds of students for 26 years. 
He has conducted workshops 
around the world for students 
of all ages. “Musicians come 

up to me now and thank me for 
the help I gave them over the 
years when they were my stu-
dents,” said Hoggard. The CD 
will be available for sale in the 
lobby after the concert.

The Bronx Arts Ensemble 
is a professional ensemble 
with a year-round schedule, 

performing over 100 concerts 
of diverse musical traditions 
in chamber music and orches-
tral settings, including chil-
dren’s shows and concerts in 
Bronx parks.  For a schedule of 
concerts and activities: http://
bronxartsensemble.org.

Jay Hoggard
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Menconi brothers create war memorial
All who pass 139th Street 

and Third Avenue are familiar 
with the huge Quincy granite 
memorial honoring our veter-
ans. It was installed on May 30, 
1919 in a grand ceremony led by 
Robert L. Moran, the president 
of the Board of Alderman who 
was presented with the offi cial 
gift to the City of New York from 
George Mohr, chairman of Lo-
cal Board 2 which had raised 
the funding for its construction 
through public donations. Rob-
ert L. Moran, the main speaker, 
by the way, was simply fi lling in 
for the mayor and it’s interest-
ing to note that he was later ap-
pointed County Clerk and then 
in 1930 he was named Sheriff 
of Bronx County. Henry Bruck-
ner, who served as our Borough 
President from 1918 to 1933, was 
the offi cial reviewer at the mon-
ument unveiling. 

There were 151 members of 
the Oliver Tilden and Vander-
bilt Posts of the Grand Army 
of the Republic (GAR) ceremo-
niously borne up the avenue 
in decorated carriages. What a 
grand sight it must have been 
as thousands of people lined 
the streets to honor the heroes 

of the Civil War, the Spanish 
American War, and World War 
I.  Rev. G. H. Carstensen gave 
the invocation and approxi-
mately two hundred Civil War 
veterans were on the dais while 
several thousand guests at-
tended the reception to honor 
their war heroes. Patriotic mu-
sic was supplied by the 69th 
Regiment Band.

The monument was sculpted 
by Italian immigrants Raffa-
ele and Giuseppe Menconi and 
Harold M. Bowdin was the 
architect. It was unveiled on 
Memorial Day of 1919 and the 
square was named after John 
B. Graham, a casualty of World 
War I, months later on Decem-
ber 23, 1919. His name is among 
the many carved into the mon-
ument. The Menconi’s created 
many great works and if you’re 
ever near the New York Pub-
lic Library at Fifth Avenue in 
Manhattan, look at the ornate 
base of the fl ag pole for a great 

example of their work. It was 
cast at Tiffany’s circa 1912.

It’s interesting to note that 
Raffaele Menconi’s son, Ralph 
(1915-1972), also became a fa-
mous sculptor. He is renowned 
for his creation of numerous 
medals honoring the presidents 
of our great nation. 

He was the recipient of the 
Freedom Foundation Award, 
the Michelangelo Award, and 
the Sculptor of the Year Award 
in 1970.   It’s also interesting 
to note that he is a graduate of 
Yale University and also served 
in the Army Corps of Engineers 
where he received the bronze 
star.   He retired from the Army 
with the rank of major.  

REPRINTED FROM 5/10/2012

(Right) Jim Vogt of Riverdale is ad-
miring the War Memorial sculpted 
by the Menconi Brothers in this 
2006 photograph by Tom Casey.   
The monument is located at 139th 
Street and Third Avenue.
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The 2017 WCS Run for the Wild is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 29. Run-
ners, walkers, and wildlife supporters 
are invited to participate in the 9th an-
nual 5K race and family fun run/walk at 
the Bronx Zoo.

Each year, WCS Run for the Wild 
is committed to raising awareness of 
the threats facing wildlife while raising 
money to help WCS conservation work 
at the Bronx Zoo and around the world. 
This year runners and walkers can 
choose to participate on behalf of which-
ever species most inspires them. Since 
its inception in 2009, more than more 
than 40,000 people have participated at 
the Bronx Zoo.

Registration is now open and there 
are many ways to participate. Visit www.
wcsrunforthewild.org to register for the 
run or family fun walk; make a donation; 
or support a friend or team.

Registration for the run is $50 for 
adults, $40 for children (3–15), and $40 
for seniors (65+). All WCS members re-
ceive a discount on registration. Partici-
pants are encouraged to fundraise and 
seek individual sponsors for their indi-
vidual effort. All adult (and senior) par-
ticipants are required to raise a minimum 
of $30 in order to participate.

The price of registration includes 
parking and general admission to the 
Bronx Zoo on the day of the event. Total 
Experience Ticket upgrade is available 
on site.

Registrants can choose from two dif-
ferent events. The 5K run for individual 
runners will begin at 8:00 a.m.; casual 
runners and walkers can take part in the 
Family Fun Run/Walk at 8:45 a.m.

After the run, everyone is encour-
aged to stay at the Bronx Zoo to enjoy 
the wildlife and race-day activities. En-
joy a local microbrew at the beer garden 
(age 21 and above); burn off some ex-
tra energy on the rock climbing wall; or 
dance to some tunes on the Bronx Zoo’s 
historic Astor Court. A full listing of race 
day activities is available at www.wcs-
runforthewild.com.

The zoo’s marquee exhibits will be 
open for everyone to enjoy for the day. 
All are welcome to visit the Bronx Zoo’s 
animal ambassadors for extra inspira-
tion and to learn about the conservation 
work WCS is doing to save wildlife and 
wild places around the globe. Exhibits 
like Tiger Mountain, Madagascar!, and 
African Plains are just a few of the exhib-
its that will bring people face-to-face with 
some of the species that they are helping 
to save through their participation in or 
support of WCS Run for the Wild.

Prizes will be awarded to those who 
meet various fundraising goals. For $30 
in pledges, runners will earn a WCS Run 
for the Wild T-shirt; $75 earns a plush 
animal; $150 earns a water bottle; $300 
earns a tote bag; $600 earns a yoga mat; 
$1,000 earns Bronx Zoo tickets; $1,500 
earns a VIP brunch. Each ascending 
incentive level achieved includes ALL 
prizes from the lower levels.

The event is expected to sell out, so 
runners and walkers are encouraged to 
sign up early.

WCS Run for the Wild is made pos-
sible by these generous sponsors:

Presented by: Con Edison. Featured 
Sponsors:               Montefi ore Health Sys-
tem; and Paul Gauguin Cruises.

Supporting Sponsors:           ABC-
7; Coca-Cola; Empire BlueCross 
BlueShield; Mercy College; Sakroots.

* * *
Gospel singer and domestic vio-

lence activist Sherell Rosegreen will 
launch her stage play “Abused Under 
His Charm,” a book based on her expe-
riences in an abusive relationship, offer-
ing advice, help, and support to women 
who need to reclaim their shattered lives 
from their abusers.

A  testimonial event based on her true 
life story will be held on Sunday, March 
12, at  7 p.m. at the Calvary Triumphant 
Deliverance Temple. 2861 White Plains 
Road.

* * *
Upcoming Wave Hill events:
Saturday, March 11; Sunday, March 

12: Family Art Project: Amour For Armor: 
Inspired by Wave Hill’s illustrious former 
resident Bashford Dean and his passion 
for armor, we’ll make our own protective 
gear that shimmers. Using up-cycled 
materials and colored aluminum foil, em-
boss and bedazzle a pair of shiny cuffs, 
a modern helmet or a fancy shield. 

Saturday, March 11; Sunday, March 
12: In The Shop: Seed-Pack Sale: This 
weekend, buy one seed pack in The 
Shop and save 50% on a second.

Saturday, March 11: Garden & Con-
servatory Highlights Walk: Join in for 
an hour-long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. Free, and admission to the 
grounds is free until noon.

Saturday, March 11: Gardening Work-
shop: Terrariums: Don’t have a garden or 
greenhouse? Tiny ferns and other tropi-
cal plants thrive in the humid conditions 
of an enclosed glass jar as if in their own 
miniature greenhouse. Design and plant 
your own fanciful landscape with a se-
lection of diminutive plants, perfect for 
home or offi ce. Wave Hill Gardener Al-
bert Cabrera provides plants, materials 
and technical assistance. 

Sunday, March 12: Spring Birding: 
Welcome migratory birds back to Wave 
Hill this spring! Explore the gardens and 
woodlands with naturalist Gabriel Willow 
on a quest to spot some of our favorite 
feathered friends as they return to the 
Hudson Highlands. 

Sunday, March 12: Family Nature 
Walk: Join naturalist and educator Ga-
briel Willow on a family-friendly walk 
through the gardens or woodlands. 

Sunday, March 12: Winter Workspace 
Drop-In Sunday: Artists in the Winter 
Workspace program share their stu-
dio practice with visitors on this Drop-in 
Sunday. In the Winter Workspace today 
are Cecile Chong and Michael Kelly Wil-
liams. Stop by Glyndor Gallery to speak 
to the artists and get a closer look at the 
creative process. 

Sunday, March 12: Garden & Con-
servatory Highlights Walk: Join in for an 
hour-long tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information call 
(718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

* * *
The Bronx Academy of Arts & 

Dance forges forward with the 17th an-
nual Baad!Ass Women Festival, celebrat-
ing the empowerment of women through 
art, culture and performance.   The festi-
val includes evenings of dance, comedy, 

poetry, music and performance, and this 
year’s title adds the word “nasty” which 
was used recently to devalue a wom-
en’s power and brazenness. The festival 
takes place at BAAD!, 2474 Westchester 
Avenue in the Westchester Square sec-
tion. Ticket prices vary from free to $20.  
Participants can take advantage of the 
Five for $5 special (you and four “girl-
friends” make a group of fi ve and pay only 
$5 each with a prior reservation.)  BAAD! 
offers discounts to BAADGE cardhold-
ers, BCA cardholders and NALAC mem-
bers, and free admission to residents of 
10474 and 10461 zip codes. Ticket offers 
cannot be combined. Visit www.BAAD-
Bronx.org for more details.

The schedule for the shows and 
events is as follows:

Thursday, March 9, 7 to 9 p.m. Free 
Women’s Safety Seminar co-presented 
by Recoveries R US, LLC and BAAD!

Join Connie Pacheco, President of 
Recoveries R US LLC, for an empower-
ing 2-hour seminar providing integral in-
formation on rape, and becoming aware 
of the dynamics of domestic violence, 
important insights, personal safety tips, 
and general awareness. Connie is a rape 
and domestic violence survivor with over 
25 years experience in the fi eld working 
with women and families with training 
and credential in the latest statistics and 
information regarding rape and other vio-
lent crimes. The second part of the semi-
nar is a hands-on practical self-defense. 
This seminar is for trans and cisgender 
women only. 

Friday, March 10, 8 p.m.,  $15. Women 
Laugh Back: What do we do in times of 
turmoil? Get ready, get set, take action, 
and laugh as often as we can. Comedi-
ennes Lisa Harmon, Robynne Kaamil, 
Kitty Bella, and Elizabeth “Macha” Mar-
rero take over the BAAD! stage for a 
night of comedy by women who will take 
you down with one joke. You’ll be crawl-
ing out of BAAD! with a stomach so sore 
you’ll have abs. The legendary Javon 
Egyptt emcees the evening.

Saturday, March 11, 8 p.m., $20: 
Sole Sisters: Compilation Dance Con-
cert : The BAAD!Ass Women Dance 
Concert is no-holds-barred. Eight cho-
reographers takeover BAAD!. The cho-
reographers from the Bronx and beyond 
include: Jessica Danser, Aya Lane, PAS-
SION FRUIT Dance Company, Sari Nor-
dman, Shannon Reynolds, Lily Bo Sha-
piro and Charmy Wells.

 Thursday, March 16, 5:30 to 9 p.m., 
Free Zinister, co-presented by Domini-
can Women’s Development Center and 
BAAD!

Zinister is a zine fair for/by people of 
color and lgbtq+ folks. It is a call for our 
local artists and cultural workers to dis-
rupt the system through creative resis-
tance. ZINISTER includes a zine-fair, a 
zine-making station, readings, and more. 
Current lineup: Dot Zine, The Coalition, 
Stephanie Rodriguez, Atlas Magazine, 
The Felt, Stephon Lawrence, Phoebe 
Glick, Christa Myers, Nicole Acosta, and 
Catherine Feliz. Feauturing zines by: 
Neta Zine, miXed and Ana Maria Hoff-
man.

Friday, March 17, 8 p.m., $15: A Letter 
To White Amerika: Gringa Loca (Esther 
Baker-Tarpaga) in a dancing commen-
tary ritual on living in the time of Trump.  
Ms. Baker-Tarpaga is a performance art-

ist and choreographer who co-directs 
Baker & Tarpaga Project, a transnational 
performance project based in Burkina 
Faso and Philly. She presents work from 
a current multi-year collaboration with 
performance artists in Tijuana, Mexico.

Saturday, March 18, 8 p.m., $20: Gan-
essa James & Maria Bauman: Passages: 
Dynamic choreographer Maria Bau-
man and seductive songwriter Ganessa 
James blend their worlds of dance and 
music to explore constant and sacred 
transitions and focus on the human con-
dition of vulnerability with love-drenched 
offerings of body and voice. In addition to 
Maria and Ganessa, Passages features 
dancing by Courtney Cook and Sanchel 
Brown.

Friday, March 24, 8 p.m. Free Pa-
mela Sneed And Kelly Mcgowan: Cou-
rageous Conversations: The prolifi c 
poet, actress, writer Pamela Sneed and 
the LGBTQ/Community Activist Kelly 
McGowan kick off BAAD!’s new series 
Courageous Conversations: Strategies 
for Living and Loving in America.  Cou-
rageous Conversations is a free monthly 
community/education forum that is a mix 
of topical talks and resilience workshops 
led by leading thinkers from the arts, 
media and politics, followed by a facili-
tated/open community forum for queer 
people on how to navigate and thrive as 
the President and his administration po-
sition the chess pieces to dismantle and 
reverse many hard-fought protections. 
Sneed has deftly interwoven art and a 
social stance on the power of women 
and queer people into her works while 
McGowan has partnered with individuals 
and leaders who are working for social 
transformation in the world as well as in 
their projects, groups and organizations. 
These two powerhouses have fostered 
changed through their art, activism and 
professional/personal practice.

Saturday, March 25, 8 p.m. Free Blue, 
Sable, And Burning (Excerpt) perfor-
mance and artist talk featuring Jasmine 
Hearn, co-presented by Bronx Writers 
Center and BAAD!

Jasmine Hearn’s new solo work uses 
memories of home, travel, and the wa-
ters that we visited, and that visited us, 
as sources for a collage of dance, song, 
and storytelling. Revisiting imagery from 
an ongoing collaboration with visual art-
ist and activist Jennifer Myers, Jasmine 
maps past, present, and future journeys 
of “the sable venus,” a character inspired 
by Robin Coste Lewis’ poem “The Voy-
age of the Sable Venus.” Bronx Writer’s 
Center Director Charlie Vazquez will 
conduct an artist talk with Jasmine after 
the performance, regarding the impact of 
works of fantasy on her work.

Friday and Saturday, April 7 and 8, 
8 p.m., $20: Davalois Fearon Dance: 
Time To Talk: Davalois Fearon returns 
to BAAD! with her emerging dance com-
pany that uses movement and artistic 
collaborations to explore a variety of top-
ics. Ms. Fearon, a dancer with the Ste-
phen Petronio Company, is inspired by 
events, experiences and human connec-
tion, which she translates into fl uid, phys-
ical, and dynamic choreography. For the 
Spring 2017 presentation, the company 
will present “Time to Talk,” which ad-
dresses African American identity and 
current race relations in American with a 
hyper focus on the Bronx.

WCS Run for the Wild; Gospel singer Sherell 
Rosegreen; BAAD highlights; Wave Hill events
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PROJECT X KICKS OFF A SHOWCASE OF BRONX DIASPORA ARTISTS

(Left) Project X’s showcase event 
featured many unique local artists and 
performers. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

In celebration of Bronx art, culture and 
resilience, Project X celebrated its kick-
off event a showcase of Bronx diaspora 
artists on Thursday, February 23 at the 
Longwood Art Gallery. The open mic/
slam series with hip-hop performances, 
art, music and poetry featured notable 
such artists as Peggy Robles-Alvarado, 
Keren Abreu, Noel Quiñones, Mayte Lis-
beth, Dilcia Mercedes, Jeremy Rios, DJ 
Paco and Chris Rodriguez among many 
others. 

CUB SCOUTS PACK 1214 PINE DERBY
St. Theresa Cub Scouts Pack 1214 took part in its time honored pine derby race on Monday, February 20.   
                                                                 Photo courtesy of St. Theresa Cub Scouts Pack 1214

WHITE PLAINS GRAND MARSHAL

(Above) Grand marshal Kevin Keane (r) was presented a proclamation 
by White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach in honor of the upcoming parade. 
 Photo by Stephen Morton

Bronxite Kevin Keane, Archbishop Stepinac High School Board of Trustees 
chairman and Class of 1974, has been named this year’s grand marshal 
for the 20th annual White Plains St. Patrick’s Day Parade set for noon on 
Saturday, March 11 at 377 Mamaroneck Avenue.

(Above) Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 commander 
Guy Richardson (l) presented Mario DeGiorgio a Certifi cate of Apprecia-
tion for his work and assistance in the toy drive. Photos by Aracelis Batista

(Left) Laura Leich, Throggs 
Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corp. 
Women’s Auxiliary, proudly ac-
cepted a $500 check from Guy 
Richardson.

The Theodore Korony American 
Legion Post 253 honored Mario De-
Giorgio, Youngland/Kid City Stores 
district manager, on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 19 at the American Turners 
Club for assisting the post’s annual 
toy drive.  

KORONY POST 
HONORS TOY
DRIVE DONOR
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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“I’m really proud of the team to respond to a tough 
first half. Thank you to our entire Fordham community 
for helping us knock off Davidson and advance to the 
quarterfinals.”

STEPHANIE GAITLEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

BY LAURA AMATO
Elijah Buchanan felt his feet leave 

the ground and hoped. 
There was no whistle, there was 

no foul, there was just a blocked shot 
and Buchanan, fi nally, breathed a bit 
easier. 

The Mount St. Michael senior 
standout blocked Alan Griffi n’s three-
point attempt with just seconds left on 
the clock, preserving a slim lead as the 
squad held on for a 73-69 victory over 
Stepinac in the CHSAA ‘AA’ archdio-
cese fi nal on Feb. 25. 

“I just told myself the only way he 
was going to miss was if we blocked his 
shot,” said Buchanan, who chipped in 
24 points. “So I just took a chance and 
went up. I just wanted to make sure he 
didn’t get a shot off. I wanted to win 
this.”

Buchanan’s game-saving play kept 
the ball out of the basket and staved off 
a Stepinac comeback that was nothing 

short of dramatic. 
Mount controlled tempo from the 

get-go, jumping out to a 16-1 lead in 
the fi rst quarter, but Stepinac refused 
to simply lay down. The Crusaders 
clawed back to make it a nine-point 
game at the break and Mount knew 
this one was going to be a battle down 
the stretch. 

“We told them at halftime, this nine 
point lead is nothing,” said Mount 
coach Tom Fraher. “We answered 
them a lot. They made their run and 
we answered right back.”

Griffi n led the Crusaders second-
half charge, scoring 26 of his game-
high 39 points in the fi nal 16 minutes of 
play. The junior guard – who played the 
game with a knee injury – connected 
on shot after shot, many of them with a 
hand in his face. 

“It’s not like he was just open,” Fra-
her said. “We were in him, on him, 
forcing him. I thought we did a good 

job, but when a kid gets a hot hand like 
that.”

Buchanan answered the offensive 
call in the third quarter – scoring 
Mount’s fi rst 11 points of the period – 
while fellow senior Jacob Rodriguez 
added six points in the fi nal 1:13. 

“It was a little bit of adrenaline, a 
little bit of my dad’s motivational talks 
before the game,” said Rodriguez, who 
fi nished with 19 points. “For me, I just 
had a vision out here.”

Mount took an eight-point lead into 
the fourth quarter, but the squad was 
never able to truly pull away. Griffi n 
continued his dominant performance 
from behind the arc and Stepinac 
made it a three-point game with 4:41 
left. 

The two teams continued to trade 
baskets down the stretch and Buch-
anan couldn’t quite wrap up the vic-
tory on a trip to the line with 11.5 sec-
onds on the clock, going one of two 

to make it a three-point game. His 
blocked shot, however, set up Rodri-
guez, who was fouled while going after 
the loose ball. The senior only needed 
one shot, sinking the second of two 
free throw attempts. 

“A lot was going through my mind. 
For me to hit those were big,” Rodri-
guez said. “It was just great for us to 
pull out the win.”

It’s the fi rst ‘AA’ title for Mount, 
which won an ‘A’ championship in 
2011, and the victory is a big-time 
statement for the program and, most 
importantly, its senior class. This 
group believes and, heading into in-
tersectional play, is ready to prove a 
few more doubters wrong. 

“They deserve it,” Fraher said. 
“Listen, it’s a nice story, coaches like 
to talk about seniors and this matches 
up. Rodriguez, Buchanan and [Joe] 
Bull, you can’t get a better trio, you re-
ally can’t.”

TOP OF THE MOUNT:
MOUNT ST. MICHAEL CLINCHES ARCHDIOCESE TITLE

The Mount St. Michael basketball team celebrates after defeating Stepinac in the CHSAA ‘AA’ archdiocese championship on Feb. 25. CNG/Laura Amato
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BY LAURA AMATO
The Fordham women’s 

basketball team defended its 
home court on Feb. 26, cruis-
ing to a 62-45 victory over Da-
vidson in the fi rst round of 
the Atlantic-10 tournament. 

The fi fth-seeded Rams 
used an 11-point second-half 
run to their advantage, while 
junior G’mrice Davis was a 
force on both ends of the ball. 

“I’m really proud of the 
team to respond to a tough 
fi rst half,” Fordham coach 
Stephanie Gaitley said, 
“Thank you to our entire 
Fordham community for 
helping us knock off David-
son and advance to the quar-
terfi nals.”

Davis tallied her 21st dou-
ble-double of the year in the 

victory, racking up 17 points 
and 16 rebounds, despite play-
ing with four fouls for much 
of the fourth quarter. She 
answered each one of Da-
vidson’s early-game pushes, 
scoring nine of Fordham’s 14 
fi rst-quarter points. 

Fordham held a two-point 
cushion at the break, but 
the Rams came out fi ring in 
the second half. The squad 
opened up an 11-point run 
just minutes into the third 
quarter and never looked 
back, outscoring the Wildcats 
17-6 in the period.

Davidson did its best to 
rally late – scoring fi ve of 
the fi rst seven points of the 
fourth quarter –but the squad 
couldn’t ever quite get over 
the fi nal hump. And, more 

importantly, Fordham made 
sure the Wildcats were never 
able to pull off the comeback. 

The Lady Rams went 10-
of-12 from the line in the fi nal 
minutes of play to notch the 
victory, maintaining a com-
fortable eight-point cushion 
down the stretch. 

Davidson outshot Ford-
ham – going 43.1 percent from 
the lien – but the Lady Rams 
won the battle of the boards 
and drained nine shots from 
behind the arcs. 

It’s the eighth postseason 
victory under Gaitley for the 
Rams and another step to-
wards an A-10 title run. Ford-
ham takes on fourth-seeded 
Saint Louis in the league 
quarterfi nals on March 3 at 
2 p.m. 

Lady Rams roll to fi rst-round win, take 
down Davidson in A-10 tournament

Fordham standout G’mrice Davis did a bit of everything on Feb. 26, lead-
ing the Lady Rams to a fi rst-round victory over Davidson in the A-10 Tour-
nament. Photo by Robert Cole

On Monday, the Skyline Confer-
ence announced its weekly awards for 
the twelfth week of the 2016-17 men’s 
basketball season with Maritime ju-
nior John Liccese (Bronx, N.Y./Car-
dinal Spellman) earning a spot on the 
weekly honor roll. The honor comes as 
Liccese’s fi rst of the season.

Liccese averaged 21.5 points ap-
pearing in two games last week, net-
ting 22 against Mount St. Vincent and 
21 against North Division foe Sage. 
Overall, he shot .447 from the fi eld, in-
cluding an impressive .571 percent be-
hind the arc against Mount St. Vincent 
on February 17th.

In addition to his shooting, Liccese 
also added eight steals with a season-
high six against Mount St. Vincent, 
and also dished out seven assists and 
collected eight boards.

During his 21 point performance 
against Sage, Liccese netted his 1,000th 
career point when the junior stole the 
ball away from the Gators under the 
Privateer basket and dribbled in for a 
layup. Liccese becomes the 14th player 
in program history and second Priva-
teer this season to reach the 1,000 point 
mark this season behind classmate 
Patrick MacDonald (Buffalo, N.Y./Ca-
nisius) who reached the milestone at 
Mount Saint Mary on February 11th.

On the season, Liccese put down a 
total of 331 points, an average of 16.6 
per game, as well as a team leading 117 
assists and 32 steals. Heading into his 
senior season, Liccese will have 1,002 
points under his belt as well as 288 as-
sists, just 43 helpers behind all-time 
Privateer leader Sean Corley who fi n-
ished his career with 331. Liccese also 
has 92 steals thus far in his career, now 

fourth all-time in the Privateer record 
books, just behind former teammate 
T’Vaughn Gibson who concluded his 
career in 2015 with 93.

The Maritime basketball team 
closed out the 2016-17 season on Satur-
day with a 10-15 overall record while 
posting a 5-11 mark in the Skyline Con-
ference.

John Liccese Earns Season’s First Honor 
Roll Accolades from Skyline Conference

On Wednesday February 22 and 
Thursday February 23 the Warriors 
Football League celebrated its 65th 
Anniversary with a Flag Football 
Awards party at International Ca-
terers in Country Club and a Tackle 
Awards Dinner at Scavello’s on City 
Island. 

The Flag party was just that, with 
our 5-7 year olds receiving trophies 
and enjoying food and family. The 
Chief, Jay Demers welcomed all of the 
attendees and thanked the Coaches, 
parents and of course the players for 
their participation and support of the 
programs offered by the Warriors. 

The Tackle Awards Dinner was 
a ‘giant” success, with 300 people in 
attendance to celebrate the league 
and to thank our honorees for the 
evening. McNulty F.H., O’Connor 
Carpets, Ralph Giordano F.H. and 
Schuyler Hill F.H. received plaques 
and proclamations from Senator Jeff 
Klein to honor their unwavering sup-
port to the Warriors as our original 
sponsors since 1985. Jim McQuade, 
of Schuyler Hill F.H. spoke on behalf 
of the honorees, expressing his com-
mitment to the organization and rec-
ognizing the good it has done for the 
community over these many years in 
the Bronx. 

We were also honored to host Con-
gressman Joe Crowley, Senator Jeff 
Klein who has been a longtime sup-
porter of the Warriors and the Chief, 
and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. Each 
spoke to the crowd, pledging support 
for the program and recognizing the 
positive infl uences that football has 
had on the youth of our communities. 
Senator Klein also pledged to steer 

funding toward the much-needed re-
pairs to the turf fi eld at Pelham Bay 
Park, the home of Warriors Football.

All Warrior players received tro-
phies and the Jr. PeeWee Playoff 
Champ Giants, Division Champ Jets, 
PeeWee Playoff and Division Champ 
Black Knights also received special 
recognition.

The Executive Board of Joe DeSi-
mone, Jay Demers, Dennis Kandell, 
Jim Pellicone, Jose Garcia, Tom La-
macchia and Jeff Ortiz also thank 
all of those who supported our fund-
raising journal this season to make it 
such a success.

They are: The Parents, Coaches 
and Players of the Giants, Congress-
man Joseph Crowley, Schuyler Hill 
F.H., Ralph Giordano FH, St. Theresa 
Parish, Caffe Azzurri, The Huddle, 
The DeSimone Family, The Pellicone 
Family, Eye Care Unlimited, Phil & 
Debbie Addario, Katie’s Corner @ 
Jimmy Ryan’s, Paddy’s On The Is-
land, Jimmy Ryan’s, Sammy’s and 
Seashore Restaurants, Tony’s Pier 
Restaurant, Crab Shanty, Interna-
tional Caterers, Continental Foods, 
Ava’s Rain Florist, Lobster House, 
Sound Bound Fishing Charters,  the 
family of Antonio Mautone, the Fam-
ily of Logan Arroyo, Middletown Ani-
mal clinic, Barino’s Market, Kevin G. 
Jenkins, Attorney at Law, the Fam-
ily of Daniel Ortiz, the Family of 
Lorenzo Dejesus, the Family of Ernie 
Beam, Artie’s Seafood, Portofi no Res-
taurant, Scavello’s on the Island, Car-
dinal Spellman Football, Cardinal 
Spellman High School, Bronx Design 
Group and the PS 106/Warriors 1967 
City Champions.  

Warriors Football Club’s 65th 
Anniversary Dinner Highlights
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BY LAURA AMATO
Gary O’Connor loves two 

things – his Irish heritage 
and baseball. Now, the Ford-
ham Prep assistant baseball 
coach and Woodlawn native 
is getting to merge those two 
loves in a way he never quite 
expected. 

O’Connor will join the 
Irish Junior National Base-
ball Team coaching staff 
this summer, set to compete 
in the European Champion-
ships in Zurich, Switzerland. 
It’s a chance he didn’t expect, 
but O’Connor is determined 
to make sure it’s also one he 
doesn’t waste. 

“It’s absolutely awesome,” 
O’Connor said. “I’m Irish-
American and growing up 
in Woodlawn with my family 
and my background and this 
is one of the coolest things 
that’s ever happened to me.”

Ireland and baseball 
don’t exactly seem to go 
hand in hand at fi rst glance, 
but O’Connor, at least, has 
always felt the two were 
a match made in athletic 
heaven. That’s why he was so 
quick to jump at this coach-
ing chance. 

O’Connor was fi rst ap-
proached several weeks ago, 
meeting the team’s coordina-
tor Don Fitzgerald. The two 
discussed the competition 
and the impressive number 
of Irish-American baseball 
players O’Connor could sim-
ply name off the top of his 
head and it didn’t take long 
for the Rams coach to fi nd 
himself offered a position on 
a brand-new staff. 

“We sat down and talked 
and really liked my ap-
proach and my story and the 
kids I brought to the table,” 

O’Connor said. 
“Going back to coach 

Irish-American and Irish 
players and go to a tourna-
ment against other coun-
tries, is something I never 
thought would happen to 
me,” he added. “I’m so ex-
cited and I’m so thankful to 
be a part of it.”

O’Connor’s road to coach-
ing began during his playing 
days, growing up on a base-
ball fi eld. His father passed 
away when he was just 11 
years old and O’Connor 
found a whole group of fa-
ther-fi guers in his coaches. It 
was a built in family outside 
of his home and O’Connor 
credits those ties with keep-
ing him focused throughout 
his childhood. 

He’s been determined 
to provide the same rela-
tionship for the players he 

coaches now. 
“My coaches were the guys 

that kind of took me under 
their wing and were there for 
me all the time,” O’Connor 
said. “I wanted to give back 
to that team and I’ve been do-
ing it ever since.”

O’Connor is still work-
ing on fi lling out the roster, 
but he’s certain it won’t be a 
problem fi nding players who 
can knock the ball out of the 
park – literally or metaphor-
ically. After all, he’s wit-
nessed Irish-American base-
ball talent fi rst hand for the 
better part of his entire life. 

He knows there are kids 
out there and he knows they 
want to play. 

“We have some kids from 
the city and some kids from 
all over and even some kids 
from the Woodlawn area,” 
O’Connor said. “They’re 

from the team I grew up play-
ing with and ended up coach-
ing with. That’s really impor-
tant to me because I can give 
back to the kids.” 

O’Connor started a Crow-
drise page to help fund the 
team late last month and 
the fundraiser has already 
surpassed its $2,500 goal. 
Now, he’s working on getting 
a squad and, most impor-
tantly, getting them ready to 
compete. 

This may be a dream come 
true for O’Connor already, 
but he’s going in ready to win 
some games as well. 

“You always want to win 
and we want to go out there 
and compete,” O’Connor 
said. “We want to show Ire-
land the US that, hey, we 
have some good talent and 
some good baseball players 
here.”

Irish eyes are smiling: Prep coach joins junior baseball team staff

WINSTON DINKINS
COACH / PRESIDENT 

Wow, you got to love Velocity Track 
Club New York!  On Sunday, February 
26st we competed in the 2017 USA Track 
& Field New York Youth Indoor Cham-
pionship at Ocean Breeze Athletic 
Complex in Staten Island New York! 
Plus, this meet served as a qualifi er for 
the USATF Hershey Youth Indoor Na-
tional Championship. I must say, our 
children showed up and showed out!  
The top 8 athletes in each event ad-
vanced to the USATF Hershey Indoor 
Nationals Championship which will 
be held on March 10-12 at the Ocean 
Breeze Athletic Complex.  Awards were 
given to the 6 athletes in their event / 
gender & age division. The competition 
was fi erce with most of the best teams 
from the USATF New York Associa-
tion.  The following events were con-
tested: 3000m Race Walk, 1500m Race 
Walk, 3000m, 4x200m Relay, 800m, 
400m, 1500m, 200m, 4x400m Relay, 55m 
Hurdles, 55m, Shot Put, Weight Throw, 
Pole Vault, Triple Jump, Long Jump 
and High Jump. 

We had 33 athletes participate in 
this event. We were blessed with 25 out 
of the 33 athletes advancing to the na-
tional! Plus we won 32 medals (6 Gold, 6 
Silver & 20 Bronze) and many personal 
records were broken!  The 8 athletes 
that didn’t advance joined the team in 
Sept or January, after they get one com-
plete year under their belt, I’m positive 
they will qualify for the National next 
year.  The following athletes advanced 
to the nationals: Brianna Burrell, 
Shyenne Blake, Miniya Fraser, Da-
koto Hickman, Sania Caldwell, Olyvia 
Burrell, Tiarra Jackson, Saagi Hem-

mings, Jada Clarke, Allyson Wright, 
Adonijah Washington, Hannah Gad-
paille, Treynece Davis, Jaelah Eargle, 
Justice Wellington, Daniel Gibbons, 
Pierce Parker, Dillon Hampton, Kassir 
Gayle, Dontae Lindo, Julian Caldwell, 
Jordan Ingram, Matthiaus, Love-An-
derson, Kabir Gaydarik and Darius 

Gordon.   Awesome Job VTC!  
Our next meet will be on Saturday, 

March 4th, the Armory Youth Champi-
onship at the Armory 

of the New Balance Track & Field 
Center. Come on out to see your future 
Olympians!

Velocity Track Club New York is a 

501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of your do-
nation will go to help 

our children.  For additional infor-
mation, you can go to our web site Ve-
locitytrack.org or contact

 me, Coach Winston Dinkins at 914-
441-6196 or email me at watclt@aol.
com. 

Velocity Track Club New York highlights

Velocity Track Club New York student-athletes
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BY LAURA AMATO
He was only ever going to be a bas-

ketball player. 
Jordan Gaitley grew up in gyms 

and on courts across the country, a 
coach’s son in the truest sense of the 
word, but maybe not in the way most 
people would expect. 

His mother, Stephanie, is the head 
women’s basketball coach at Fordham 
University, responsible for the com-
plete turnaround of the Rams’ pro-
gram. And Gaitley has been on the 
sidelines every step of the way, watch-
ing his mother work and, most impor-
tantly, learning how to be a basketball 
player. 

There wasn’t really any other 
choice. 

“I’ve been in a gym all day every 
day,” Gaitley said. “It’s helped me and 
it’s defi nitely made me the player I am. 
I’ve always been around the game.”

Gaitley packed his stat line this sea-
son. He was named CHSAA ‘A’ Player 
of the Year, racking up 20 double-dou-
bles and averaging nearly 21 points 
per game. It’s his on-court awareness, 
however, that separates Gaitley from 
the rest of his teammates. That knowl-
edge was no more apparent than in the 

Rams’ 50-48 victory over St. Edmunds 
in the ‘A’ quarterfi nals on Feb. 25. 

Gaitley very easily could have tried 
to force a fi nal-second shot, but he 
dished the ball to Ryan Flynn instead, 
setting up his teammate’s game-win-
ner with just two seconds left on the 
clock. He’s a talent, but he’s also smart 
and, this season, that’s exactly what 
the Rams have needed. 

“He knows what should be done,” 
said Fordham Prep coach Brian 
Downey. “He’s so mentally above ev-
eryone in terms of maturity. He sees 
the fl oor well.”

Gatiley has followed his mother’s 
career – from LIU Brooklyn to Mon-
mouth and, now, to Fordham – and 
he’s learned something every step of 
the way. In fact he credits his mother’s 
success with helping spark his own de-
termination on the court. 

“She’s known for going to a pro-
gram, taking it over and turning it into 
something great,” Gaitley said. “It’s re-
ally been a great journey, watching her 
go up the ladder and up to Fordham.”

The Fordham women notched their 
fourth straight 20-win season this win-
ter, but there are still some who are 
surprised that it’s Gatiley’s mother 

who was the driving basketball infl u-
ence in his life.   

“They’re always like, oh, where 
did your mom play and I’m, like, Vil-
lanova. And they say, what about your 
dad?” Gaitley said. “He played at Al-
bright, you probably don’t know about 
that school. My family always joke 
about it because he’s the only player 
who didn’t play Division I.”

It would be easy to assume that 
Gaitley would get tired of basketball, 
but that hasn’t happened yet. If any-
thing, the Rams star is always ready 
for even more, determined to watch 
every top-tier matchup, rack up a few 
more minutes in the gym or fi ne-tune 
another aspect of his game. 

“I honestly don’t get tired of it,” 
Gaitley said. “I come home from prac-

tice, I eat dinner and do some home-
work and then we sit down as a family 
and just watch whatever game is on. 
It really doesn’t matter whether it’s 
women’s, men’s or NBA.”

It’s been a picture-perfect season 
for Gaitley, who plans on playing a sea-
son at prep school next year, but he’s 
certain his career is far from over. 

Gaitley always knew he’d be a bas-
ketball player and he already knows 
what he’s going to do after his playing 
days are over. He’s going to coach – of 
course. 

“When people ask me what I want 
to do in the future, I already know I 
want to coach,” Gaitley said. “People 
are surprised when they hear that be-
cause not many kids know what they 
want to do. I do.”
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The Gaitley Game:
Fordham Prep star’s basketball talent in his blood

Fordham Prep senior star Jordan Gaitley grew up around basketball and his experience with 
the game has helped him fi nd on an edge on the court this season. Photo by Robert Cole
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said 45th Precinct Deputy Inspector 
Danielle Raia. 

“We have opened up a case, and are 
going to see if we can identify people 
and put a little pressure on them (the 
restaurant),” Raia said. “They’re go-
ing to make some changes there be-
cause it’s unacceptable and we can’t 
have that happen anywhere, not just 
City Island.”

Many of the suspects came from ar-
eas outside the 45th Precinct, and the 
department is working with other pre-
cincts to identify them, she added.

Raia said other than occasional 
quality of life complaints, crime on 
the island had remained low in recent 
years.

A City Island Civic Association 
meeting held on Tuesday, March 1 
was like a lobster pot boiling over with 
frustration from dozens of residents 
who said they were worried about not 
only their safety, but the reputation of 
their island.   

“These people that engage in that 
(behavior) and fi nd fun in throwing 
chairs and creating controversy… I 
think we can all agree that’s not how 
we want to be represented,” associa-
tion president Bill Stanton told the 
crowd. 

“I think the business involved and 
business owners in general do not 
want to be seen as promoting that,” he 
added.

Seafood City brawl leaves locals 
and City Island leaders crabby

Stanton introduced the man who 
oversees the evening security for 
Seafood City, island resident and 
former NYPD offi cer Dennis Fitz-
patrick, who said his establishment 
was being unfairly singled out, and 
that there was no way to entirely stop 
large groups of patrons from places 
like Co-op City and Mount Vernon 
from starting an altercation if they 
run into someone they have a dispute 
with.

“You never know if people have 
a problem with someone in another 
neighborhood,” he said.  

“I don’t think there is any restau-
rant that has more control over a res-
taurant with the volume of business 
that we do on a daily basis with the cli-
entele we have.”

Fitzpatrick said he regularly closes 
the restaurant’s bar if he sees potential 
for trouble, and that the bar had been 
closed from 8. to 10 p.m. that night due 
to the restaurant’s high volume. 

“You can’t tell me that all those peo-
ple got drunk in those 20 minutes they 
were there, it’s impossible,” he said.   

The civic association has called for 
a paid detail of off-duty NYPD offi cers 
on the island in years past, Stanton 
said, and Seafood City management 
attended a meeting on the issue last 
year.  

But new city rules that require es-
tablishments to cover additional in-
surance costs for those offi cers in the 

event of injury has put the program on 
hold.  

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, a can-
didate for the 13th Council District  
and former City Island resident,  spoke 
out about the incident. 

Gjonaj paid a visit to Seafood City 
and stated in a subsequent release 
there would be a hiring of additional 
in-house security at the restaurant.

“While it is fortunate that no one 
was seriously injured in this incident, 
the owner, as well as City Island resi-
dents and the NYPD, are frustrated in 
the acts of the individuals involved,” 
Gjonaj stated. “It is important that im-
mediate actions are being taken by the 
establishment and the community to 
prevent any future occurrences.” 

The civic association correspond-
ing secretary, John Doyle, another 

council candidate, criticized the res-
taurant for not taking enough action 
eventhough its clientele has been infi l-
trated by rival gang members.

Marjorie Velazquez, another candi-
date, called for the NY State Liquor Au-
thority to rescind the liquor licenses 
of Seafood City and Johnny’s Reef, 
another City Island establishment at 
the island’s southern tip, where police 
claim the disturbance originated. 

Both establishments had their li-
censes renewed in 2016 and are up for 
approval again in 2018. 

City Island Chamber of Commerce 
vice president Paul Klein said the busi-
ness organization was not comment-
ing on the Seafood City debacle, other 
than it appeared to be handled.

“I think they have the situation 
pretty well under control,” he said.

From page 1

Dennis Fitzpatrick, head of security for Seafood City, discusses efforts to control crowds 
with a large group of residents at a City island Civic Association meeting held less than a 
week after a brawl was recorded at Seafood City. Arthur Cusano

cobi.
Khan allegedly promised to rent  

Mahran’s $1,500 a month apartment 
wih the intent to buy it, but instead 
moved his family in without a lease.

The 3-bedroom, 1-bath rental is 
listed on his Parkchester Real Estate 
website for $1,575 per month.

Khan was reportedly nine months 
behind in his rent after shutting 
down his real estate business.

Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda said 
Mahran contacted him and Senator 
Ruben Diaz, Sr. to speed up Khan’s 
eviction, but only a housing court 
judge could grant his request.

A warrant of eviction had been se-
cured, however Mahran became infu-
riated  after Khan received an exten-
sion.  

Sepulveda said Khan worked hard 
to empower the Bangladeshi commu-
nity and would be remembered for 
his advocacy and dedication.

He added Mahran was generally a 
peaceful man whose violent act was 
totally out of character.

Sepulveda called the incident a 
tragedy for both families. 

A neighbor said Mahran lived 

TN landlord kills tenant; Bangladeshi feud ends in deadly stabbing
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there for 13 years and spent a lot of 
time maintaining the 1-family frame 
house. 

He was always respectful until 
Khan moved in a year ago, the neigh-
bor added.

The source confi rmed Khan par-
ticipated in a series of actions to taunt 
Mahran, such as spreading trash all 
over the property. 

“Taha Mahran never raised his 
voice once until Zakir Khan moved 
in,” the neighbor said. “Taha was a 
very calm man so whatever happened 
between them must have really set 
him off.”

“Zakir Khan was a very good 
friend of mine,” said Mohammed Mu-
jumder, Community Board 9 Land 
and Zoning chairman. “He was a 
nice, caring husband and father and 
regardless of what he allegedly did, 
he didn’t deserve to die in such a bar-
baric manner.”  

(Right) A rent dispute between 1001 Logan 
Avenue’s tenant and landlord turned deadly 
last Wednesday. 
 Community News Group/Robert Wirsing
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