
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new set of homes will be 

built on the last vacant parcel 
along Miles Avenue.

The construction of 5 two-
family homes is underway 
between Robinson and Davis 
avenues that will become 2626-
2634 Miles Avenue, locateddi-
rectly across from Ferry Point 
Park and Donald Trump’s 
new golf course, Trump Golf 
Links.

Four of the detached brick 
homes will feature over 2,500 
suare-feet of residential space, 

and the fifth detached struc-
ture will be a bit smaller at 
about 2,400 square feet.

According to sources, each 
of the market rate homes will 
have a one or two-car parking 
garages and a driveway with 
enough room to park at least 
one more vehicle. 

Each home will include 
luxury granite kitchens and 
hot water baseboard heating, 
while each ground floor unit 
will include a basement and 
backyard space.

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The location of a special ad-

vanced screening for cable network 
Animal Planet’s newest series was 
literally an animal house.

The new series, ‘The Zoo,’ was 
filmed at the Bronx Zoo over the 
course of several months last year 
in conjunction with the zoo and its 
staff, and gives a behind the scenes 
view of the daily work done to care 
for the park’s thousands of animal 
residents.  

It debuted Saturday, February 
18 at 10 p.m.

Prior to the Thursday, Febru-
ary 16 evening screening, the in-
door Madagascar exhibit was open 
to members of the press to inter-
view representatives from Animal 
Planet and the zoo itself. 

They were also treated to a 
feeding of a pair of large Nile 
crocodiles, which make an appear-
ance in the new program along 
with their extremely cautious han-
dlers.

As ring-tailed lemurs scur-
ried about their own arid exhibit, 
Bronx Zoo general curator Pat 
Thomas said the idea for the show 
was to give the public a better idea 
of what zoos actually do.

Zoos do not just exist for enter-
tainment, he said, but are mainly 
focused on conservation efforts 
and research. 

In the past year, 230 zoos under 
the umbrella of the Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums contrib-
uted $186 million to conservation 
efforts outside their parks in the 
wild, he added.

“We felt there are a lot of mis-
conceptions about zoos, and some 
questions about whether there 
need to be zoos and aquariums in 
the 21st century,” Thomas said. 
“We thought the best way to con-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Aggressive NYPD parking en-

forcement  should relieve Bruck-
ner Boulevard of illegally stored 
commercial vehicles. 

A stretch of Bruckner Boule-
vard between Middletown Road 
and Wilkinson Avenue that runs 
parallel to Pelham Bay Park has 
become a virtual truck stop for 
18-wheelers and other oversized 
vehicles recently, according 
sources. 

The 45th Precinct has mounted 
an aggressive tow, boot and ticket 
operation for the illegally parked 
trucks to rectify the situation, 
said the precinct commanding of-

fi cer, Deputy Inspector Danielle 
Raia. 

Raia said that Councilman 
James Vacca told her he had re-
ceived complaints, and that the 
precinct secured a heavy-duty 
tow truck for an operation on Sat-
urday, February 11.

A second action was carried 
out on Sunday, February 19, and 
another is being planned, she 
said. 

“We are going to keep doing it 
until they get the message,” said 
Raia, adding “We are going to do 
it as many times as we have to.” 

A total of 14 summonses were 
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45th removes stored 
semis from park area

Grins And Roses

ILLEGAL TRUCKS
TOWED & FINED

Bronx Zoo 
closeup on 

Animal 
Planet

Bronxites felt the love while celebrating Fort Schuyler Presbyterian 
Church’s annual Valentine’s Dinner Dance on Saturday, February 18 at 2950 
Dewey Avenue. Olivia fl ashed a smile as beautiful as her centerpiece rose. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Two-family homes being built 
across from golf course
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents supporting 

the downzoning of Mosholu 
Parkway got the chance to 
present their arguments to 
the NYC Department of City 
Planning.

Shawn Brede, the deputy 
director of the City Planning 
offi ce for the Bronx, listened 
on Wednesday, February 
15 to resident’s concerns of 
having too many tall build-
ings along Mosholu Park-
way.

Supporters of downzon-
ing Mosholu Parkway have 
been campaigning for City 
Planning to downzone Mo-
sholu to an R-5 zone, which 
allows buildings as tall as 
six stores.

Anthony Riveccio, presi-
dent of the Northwest Bronx 
Democrats, has contended 
that if city planning would 
look at Mosholu as an east 
to west corridor, they could 
zone the entire parkway as 
one zone.

As currently constituted, 
Mosholu is viewed as a north 
to south corridor and is split 
between an R-7 and R-8 zone, 
which permit greater den-
sity.

“When looking at Mosh-
olu Parkway from Webster 
Avenue to Jerome Avenue,” 
said Brede, “I look at it as a 
north/south corridor.”

He added that the reason 
Mosholu has two different 
zones dates back to a 1961 
zoning plan that encouraged 
dense housing on the Grand 

Concourse.
Brede said during that 

time, as the concourse grew, 
the zoning moved up to an 
R-8 to accommodate the 
growing population.

Residents at the meet-
ing said they were worried 
about developer’s coming 
into the neighborhood and 
putting up taller buildings 
that would affect the area’s 
character.

Both Adaline Walker-
Santiago, chair of CB 7, and 
Councilmember Andy Co-
hen contended that Mosh-
olu should have a nice mix 
of tall and short buildings 
along the parkway.

Cohen said that having 
slightly taller buildings on 
the corner of blocks that are 
fi lled with smaller houses 
adds to the character of the 
neighborhood and creates 
a sort of ‘hodge-podge’ of 
buildings.

Cohen however cau-
tioned that developers are 
replacing  smaller homes 
with larger structures.

“The contextual zoning 
in this area would be a mix 
and we don’t have that and 
we would like city planning 
to help us come up with a 
way to preserve that mix,” 
he added.

Walker-Santiago echoed 
Cohen’s sentiments, com-
paring Mosholu Parkway to 
children’s building blocks.

She said, “If you have 
blocks as a little child and 
you’re playing in your room, 

do you want every building 
to look the same? No!”

“You put a red building, 
a white building, a brown 
building and their different 
sizes,” she added. “That’s 
what makes it fun.”

She added that when she 
walks outside her house 
now, the sun is blocked by a 
building across the street. 

Walker-Santiago also 
said the community mem-
bers may be willing to com-
promise with city planning 
by supporting an upzoning 
in one area along Mosholu 
Parkway to get a downzon-
ing in another area.

Currently, CB 7 is con-
ducting a study to see if they 
can downzone only the Bed-
ford Park and Kingsbridge 
Heights neighborhoods. 

In past discussions be-
tween CB 7 and residents, 
CB 7 members have said 
they would focus on the 
Bedford Park/Kingsbridge 
Heights study fi rst before 
moving on to the entire 
parkway.

Brede said the best way 
to go about the rezoning 
may be to compromise as 
both Cohen and Walker-
Santiago suggested.

Joe Marvilli, a spokes-
man for the Department of 
City Planning, said, “We 
are open and willing to have 
further conversations with 
the board to further under-
stand their request and to 
address planning concerns 
for the area”.

CB7, City Planning discuss 
downzoning Mosholu Pkwy.

Anthony Riveccio (left), president of the Northwest Bronx Democrats, talks with Shawn Brede of City 
Planning (c) about the possiblity of downzoning Mosholu Parkway. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Shakespeare’s ‘Much 

Ado About Nothing’ is 
coming to Monsignor 
Scanlan for a scholar-
ship fundraiser. 

The high school will 
host a Red Monkey The-
ater Group production 
of the play on Sunday, 
March 26. 

This rendition of the 
play is set in Italy at the 
close of World War II. 

The production is 
a fundraiser for the 
school’s Sr. Mary Rich-
ard Scholarship, which 
helps students in finan-
cial need pay tuition, 
said Bob Louttit, a Mon-
signor Scanlan board of 
directors member. 

Tickets will be $20 for 
adults, $15 for seniors 
and $10 for students with 
a 2 p.m. showtime at the 
school’s Silverberg Field 
House. 

Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door or in 
advance. 

“All are invited to 
attend,” said Karen 
Genneralli, the school’s 
development director, 
adding the entire com-
munity is invited. 

The recently estab-
lished scholarship has 
already helped to par-
tially pay the tuition of 
a Scanlan student, said 
Louttit.

It is named after a 

principal of St. Helena 
Business High School, a 
precursor to the present 
day school, he said. 

The schools boost-
ers were discussing 
fundraising ideas when 
alumna Ida Longarino, 
a community theater 
veteran, mentioned the 
College of Mount St. Vin-
cent-based Red Monkey 
Theater Group’s touring 
performance. 

“We found out that 
they were doing a Shake-
speare play, an updated 
version of ‘Much Ado 
About Nothing,’ and 
we thought it would be 
appropriate for a high 
school fundraiser,” said 
Louttit.

Louttit said that many 
of the students are cur-
rently studying the play 
as part of their English 
Literature curriculum, 
and Longarino said that 
an alum has already do-
nated tickets for some 
students to attend. 

Alumni donations are 
also the Red Monkey The-
ater Group’s cost for the 
travelling performance, 
said Longarino. 

‘Much Ado About 
Nothing’ is considered 
one of ‘the Bard’s’ great-
est comedies. 

The choice to give the 
play a modern setting 
makes it more accessible 
to audiences, said the 

play’s director and Red 
Monkey artistic director 
Tal Aviezar. 

When Shakespear-
ian plays are set in mod-
ern times audiences see 
things that are familiar 
to them, he explained. 

“Much Ado About 
Nothing was originally 
a play set at the end of a 
civil war, and for us set-
ting it in Italy at the end 
of World War II made 
sense for a variety of rea-
sons,” said Aviezar. 

“It is an Elizabethan-
era play, but so much of 
it does fit very well into 
that mid-century period 
of change,” said the di-
rector, adding it allowed 
for the use of a lot of big 
band and swing music 
from that era. 

Nevertheless the lan-
guage will be Shake-
speare’s, and “the audi-
ence will hear the verse 
and the poetry that 
makes the play great,” he 
said. 

The running time will 
be about 90 minutes, an 
abridged version with 
nine actors and some 
actors playing multi-
ple roles, he said. Cur-
rently, an intermission 
is planned. 

To purchase tickets 
in advance visit the high 
school’s website at www.
scanlanhs.edu and click 
on ‘alumni events.’

Msgr. Scanlan to present 
Much Ado About Nothing

Charly Bivona, playing Hero and Cameron Blair as Claudio in Red Monkey Theater Group’s production 
of Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing that will soon visit Monsignor Scanlan High School.  
                                   Photo courtesy of Red Monkey Theater Group
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department 
of Health. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract 
renewal. A sales person will be present with information and appli-
cations. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220. Visit us at 
www.agewellnewyork.com AgeWell New York complies with applicable 
Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of races, 
color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Age-Well New York cumple 

AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 ATTENTION: If 
you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos 
de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-
1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  1-866-586-8044 (TTY 1-800-662-1220)
H4922_DA_4002 Accepted 01142017

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

You can enroll in a plan all year round!
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to discuss the benefits of 
AgeWell New York’s Medicare Advantage Plans. 

Attend one of our seminars at a diner in your community and learn about your enrollment options and 
covered benefits including doctor visits, transportation, fitness program, prescription drugs and more.

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Junior’s Restaurant - Flatbush Avenue Ext.

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
5 Star Restaurant - E. Tremont Avenue

Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street



issued to 12 different vehi-
cles for Commercial Over-
night Parking, with two  
tractor trailer trucks towed 
to a pound on February 11, 
according to information 
supplied by Vacca’s offi ce. 

Additionally, a white 
pickup truck with Delaware 
plates and tractor-trailer 
with New York plates had 
boots applied that same 
day. 

On February 19, accord-
ing to Raia, six more sum-
monses were issued, fi ve 
more vehicles were booted 
and one bus was towed. 

The councilman said 
that he has witnessed the 
illegal parking alongside 
Pelham Bay Park for some 
time, but said that the sever-
ity has increased and he re-

cently counted 
nine trucks, in-

cluding fl at bed trucks with 
cars on them. 

“We are not a truck stop 
here,” said Vacca, adding 
that he felt the towing is 
“going to send a message 
because they are going to 
wake up in the morning and 
not fi nd their vehicle.” 

The councilman said 
the Bruckner service road, 
along with part of Cross 
Bronx Expressway Ser-
vice Road near St. Ray-
mond Cemetery, have had 
this problem on and off for 
years. 

Based on his experience, 
the councilman said that 
commercial vehicles are 
stored on local streets for a 
variety of reasons, includ-
ing owners who don’t want 

to pay to store their vehicles 
in manufacturing areas. 

Local activist Victor De-
Pierro said that he passes 
the service road almost 
daily when he takes his son 
to school in New Rochelle, 
and that the problem is 
growing. 

He has seen up to ten 
trucks parked next to the 
park on Bruckner Boule-
vard at once, he said. 

“This is a residential 
community,” said DePierro, 
who said he brought the 
matter to the councilman’s 
attention. 

“It just gives you the per-
ception that this is becom-
ing a truck stop,” said DePi-
erro, who added that he has 
questions as to the cargo 
and the whereabouts of the 
drivers. 
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Illegal trucks towed, fi ned; 45th
removes stored semis from park area

Rows of tractor-trailer trucks parked next to Pelham Bay Park on Bruckner Boulevard just north of 
Middletown Road illustrate the amount of the illegal parking of 18-wheelers. A community activist 
submitted this photo. Photo courtesy of Victor DiPierro

Bronx Zoo closeup on 
Animal Planet show 

Bronx Zoo staff fed two Nile crocodiles for the media as part of an event at the zoo to celebrate the 
launch of a new Animal Planet TV show, ‘The Zoo’. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

vey that was to partner with 
Animal Planet and open up 
our doors and let them film 
whatever they want.”

Multiple film crews fol-
lowed zoo staff on and off for 
eight months, and quickly 
learned how to blend in 
around the animals. 

For instance, crews some-
times used smaller GoPro 
cameras instead of larger, 
more intrusive cameras.

There are 500 employees 
at the zoo who contribute in 
some way to animal care, 
and about 100 or so who care 
for the animals directly. 

Being featured on a na-
tional television network 
was a new experience for 
staffers, but Thomas said 
one thing that will come 
through loud and clear in 
the show is the passion that 
zoo employees have for their 
work. 

“I think in general, the 
people who work with ani-
mals are drawn to animals 
and tend to be more intro-
verted, myself included,” 
he said  “But then there are 
people who love being in 
front of the camera.”

Thomas said the show-
runners did not intention-
ally spotlight any particular 

staff members, but instead 
chose to film whichever em-
ployees were caring for the 
animals being featured in a 
given episode.

“It was the machinists 
that would be building a 
shoot for a giraffe and the 
keepers that work with the 
giraffe. In the first episode, 
someone counted 40 people 
appearing, and that’s great 
because it gives us a chance 
to showcase the people who 
by and large fly under the 
radar.”

The Animal Planet net-
work’s general manager, 
Patrice Andrews, said the 
show was the result of what 
she called an incredible and 
amazing partnership that 
her crews established with 
the zoo employees.

“This was like an all-ac-
cess backstage pass for the 
zoo,” Andrews said. “We 
pulled back every curtain 
that we could,” she said. 
“The beauty here is that 
there are 6,000 animals, 
and we had every door 
opened. It was just a matter 
of where we were and what 
kind of story we wanted to 
cover.” 

That exclusive access 
led to several memorable 

behind-the-scenes moments 
that viewers will see, in-
cluding the treatment of a 
flamingo with a broken leg.

“They were able to rig 
something together with a 
hinge that allowed the leg 
to keep moving,” Andrews 
said. “Just seeing the inge-
nuity that goes into caring 
for them, because there are 
no kits to save a flamingo’s 
leg.”

Another memorable 
scene Andrews said she was 
proud of chronicles the zoo 
staff treating a gorilla for 
glaucoma.

“They were able to fig-
ure out one of the goril-
las had glaucoma and per-
formed surgery,” she said.  
“Just the fact they were able 
to discern that during day-
to-day interactions with 
that gorilla was just amaz-
ing to me.” 

Following the crocodile 
feeding, the screening was 
held in a nearby gathering 
hall. The possibility of fu-
ture seasons now rests in 
the hands of viewers, but 
Andrews said she would 
love to see it happen. 

“If we could run this 
100 episodes, we’d be very 
happy,” she said.
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ACHIEVE
3 TO 6 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
IN ONE YEAR!!!

“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S READING PROBLEM
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
Elected offi cials and 

Grand Concourse residents 
are demanding change af-
ter a rare bacterial disease 
claimed a person’s life.

According to Health Com-
missioner Dr. Mary Bas-
sett, the NYC Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene 
identifi ed three leptospiro-
sis cases on one block of the 
Grand Concourse. 

One patient diagnosed 
in December has died while 
the others, one of whom is a 
750 Grand Concourse tenant, 
have recovered.

On Monday, February 13, 
DOHMH confi rmed the third 
case at 750 Grand Concourse 
and immediately baited its 
basement.

The remaining cases oc-
curred in non-residents who 
spent signifi cant time on 
the block but not inside the 
building.

DOHMH issued a health 
alert to healthcare providers 
and informed tenants of the 
cluster by distributing infor-
mative bilingual letters. 

Tenants were provided 
protective rubber gloves and 
masks to wear when enter-
ing the building’s basement.

DOHMH briefed the NYC 
Department of Buildings, 
NYC Housing Preservation 
and Development and local 
elected offi cials of the situa-
tion.

DOB vacated eight ille-

gal single room occupancy 
units in the basement while 
the American Red Cross of-
fered tenants relocation as-
sistance.

The vacate orders were is-
sued for illegal subdivisions 
and lack of secondary egress 
unrelated to the infestation.

DOHMH, HPD and DOB 
are working with landlord, 
Ved Parkash, to remediate 
rodent infestations, remove 
debris, clean, seal cracks and 
holes, exterminating and set-
ting traps.

Joint inspections of 750 
Grand Concourse and neigh-
boring buildings will be con-
ducted by DOHMH.

Leptospirosis is a bacte-
rial disease spread by animal 
urine and is rarely spread 
through human contact.

It can enter through the 
eyes, nose, mouth, wounds 
or cuts in the skin.

Sickness occurs between 
two days to four weeks after 
exposure with symptoms in-
cluding a mild illness with 
fever, headache, chills, mus-
cle aches, vomiting or diar-
rhea.

Those infected rarely de-
velop a life-threatening ill-
ness affecting their kidneys 
and liver.

Leptospirosis is treatable 
with antibiotics.

Dogs can contract lep-
tospirosis and may experi-
ence fatigue, loss of appetite 
and vomiting.

“Seven-fi fty Grand Con-
course has long been re-
garded as one of the worst 
buildings in the city, with 
nearly 1,500 complaints of 
all kinds, including rodents, 
with many unresolved,” ex-
pressed Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. 

“Ved Parkash bears re-
sponsibility for this tragedy 
and must be held account-
able,” said Public Advocate 
Letitia James.

Senator Gustavo Rivera 
wrote to DOHMH and HPD 
asking they launch a full 
investigation of Parkash’s 
buildings and implement 
a plan addressing infesta-
tions at his properties.

HPD said as of Tues-
day, February 21 there are 
109 open violations at 750 
Grand Concourse with 19 
Class A non-hazardous vio-
lations, 77 Class B hazard-
ous violations and 12 Class 
C immediately hazardous 
violations.

Parkash was ranked 
‘number one’ on the public 
advocate’s ‘100 Worst Land-
lords in New York City’ in 
2015 for accumulating 2,369 
violations in 11 of his 43 
buildings. Parkash owns 
approximately 40 buildings 
in the Bronx.

He dropped to fi fth place 
on last year’s list for 257 
units in four buildings with 
992 HPD violations and 28 
DOB violations.

Councilman Salamanca joined 750 Grand Concourse residents in their fi ght for better living conditions 
after a third leptospirosis case was discovered at their building. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Leptospirosis cluster 
kills one, sickens 2

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Students at a Morrisania 

middle school facing clo-
sure held a march at the end 
of the school day last week 
hoping to draw attention to 
what they say is unfair tar-
geting by the NYC Depart-
ment of Education.

J.H.S. 145 Academy For 
Creative Education and the 
Arts, also known as the Ar-
turo Toscanini school after 
the famed Italian composer, 
is among nine schools city-
wide in the renewal school 
program that will either 
be shuttered or merge with 
other schools after failing 
to meet benchmark goals 
assigned in 2014. 

English teacher James 
Donohue said prior to the 
Thursday, February 16 
march the students them-
selves wanted to do some-
thing to draw attention to 
their plight ahead of the 
fi rst joint public hearing 
scheduled for March 6. The 
vote on whether to close the 
school will be held March 
22.

Two other Bronx re-
newal schools, Leadership 
Institute in Claremont Vil-
lage, Monroe Academy for 
Visual Arts and Design 
in Soundview, both high 
schools, are also facing pos-
sible closure. 

Another school, the 
Young Scholars Academy 
middle school in Willams-
bridge, may be merged with 

another school at the same 
location.  

“Parents are upset that 
the classrooms they are in 
right now are probably go-
ing to end up belonging to a 
charter school on the same 
fl oor,” Donohue said. 

“I think they fi nd it up-
setting that there is uncer-
tainty, that they don’t know 
where their sixth or seventh 
grader will be next year, 
and to know the very rooms 
that they are sitting in this 
year will be given to some-
one else next year is upset-
ting to them, ”he added.

That charter school is 
Success Academy Bronx 
3 Upper, one of a growing 
number of charter schools 
founded by Eva Moskowitz 
that dot the city. 

While that school also 
educates middle school aged 
children, none of MS 145’s 
students can be admitted to 
the school due to strict rules 
against admitting students 
over the fourth grade level.

Two other middle schools 
in the renewal school pro-
gram call the large building 
at 1000 Teller Avenue home: 
X.S. 328 New Millennium 
Business Academy and X 
325 Urban Science Acad-
emy. 

While one solution would 
be to admit MS 145 students 
into those two schools, that 
solution isn’t as simple as it 
would seem. 

Parents would have to 

apply to the schools and 
wait for the principals to 
admit them if they meet the 
admissions criteria, which 
could be a diffi cult task for 
many of the special needs 
students.

The DOS has told par-
ents they will work closely 
with families of students 
from the closing and con-
tracting schools to fi nd a 
higher-performing school 
that meet their needs.

But Parent Association 
president Annagine Lois 
said despite having im-
proved test scores and reg-
istration rates higher than 
other community schools at 
the site, the school has not 
gotten the support it needs 
for its 290 students. 

She said parents believe 
the school is being targeted 
to benefi t the neighboring 
charter school. 

Lois cited the fact that 
the school does not have an 
English language learner 
teacher for its large ELL 
population, despite state-
ments to the contrary on the 
school webpage. 

“If we can do this with 
so little, imagine what we 
could do with more,” she 
said. How can they expect 
us to run a race without giv-
ing us the tools we need to 
get to the fi nish line?” 

“They say our school is 
failing, but I think the De-
partment of Education has 
failed us,” she said.

Bronx renewal schools 
protest possible closing 

Students at M.S. 145 in Morrisania held up signs protesting the possible closing of their school. The 
school has a very high population of ELL students. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An arrest was recently made in con-

nection to last month’s burglary pattern 
in Throggs Neck.

On Wednesday, February 8, 23-year 
white male, Kiran McClain, was ar-
rested after being connected to at least 
three burglaries in Throggs Neck in 
three weeks, along with other crime-re-
lated incidents over the past two years.

The fi rst of the three incidents oc-
curred just before 1 a.m. on Friday, 
January 13, when McClain allegedly at-
tempted to enter Euro Products, located 
at 3200 Schley Avenue. 

According to a police report, McClain 
used bolt cutters in an attempt to gain en-
try into the store’s basement through the 
cellar door. He eventually fl ed the scene 
after an unsuccessful attempt.

The second incident took place less 
than a half an hour later, when McClain 
allegedly broke into the Silver Beach 
Deli, 4 Plaza Place. After breaking the 
side window, he entered the commer-
cial establishment and removed $1,100 
in cash before leaving the scene, police 
claim.

A surveillance video, which was re-
leased by the NYPD, shows McClain 
taking money from the deli that Friday 
morning.

Less than three weeks later, on Mon-
day, January 30, McClain entered the 
Bronxonia Yacht Club at 518 Ellsworth 
Avenue, also during the early hours of 
the morning. After alllegedly breaking 
through a window, he removed the regis-
ter, which contained approximately $50.

McClain was arrested just over a week 
later on the Throgs Neck Expressway 
service road. He was charged with crimi-
nal intent involving damaged property, 
grand larceny involving criminal pos-
session of stolen property over $1,000 and 

petty larceny involving criminal posses-
sion of stolen property..

“It is clear that this individual was 
very good at what he did - but it was bound 
to catch up with him sooner or later,” 
said Bob Bider, the 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council president, who said that 
McClain and his actions were brought up 
at a recent community council meeting.

According to Euro Products’ owners, 
McClain’s mom reached out to the estab-
lishment two years ago, pleading with 
them to give her son an employment op-
portunity. Kiran was employed at the 
business for only three days, when its 
surveillance camera caught him in sus-
picious behavior. The video was shared 
with 45th Precinct detectives the follow-
ing morning.

Following the incident, Kiran was re-
lieved of his duties but the stores’ owners 
did not fi le a police report  - as Euro Prod-
ucts did not want to ruin the young man’s 
future because of one incident.

Multiple sources confi rm that these 
occurances have been taking place in 
the area sporadically over the last two 
years.

After this most recent incident at 
Euro Products, the Bronx DA’s offi ce is-
sued a 3-year order of protection to keep 
McClain away from the establishment..

Arrest made in 
connection to TN 
burglary pattern

McClain was arrested on Wednesday, February 8 
in connection to a burgery spree. 
 Photo courtesy of DCPI

It is clear that this 
individual was very good 

at what he did - but it 
was bound to catch up 

with him sooner or later.
Bob Bieder

TBY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A planned addition to 

the James J. Peters VA 
medical center in Kings-
bridge should provide 
peace of mind to patient’s 
families. 

Fisher House Founda-
tion has announced its 
intention to construct 
two 16-unit buildings on 
the VA grounds that will 
provide free temporary 
lodging to family of veter-
ans receiving treatment 
at the facility, helping re-
duce stress for families 
during trying times. 

Local veterans organi-
zations have been asked 
to raise $1 million from 
the greater community 
for the buildings, said 
Tom Hansen of the Theo-
dore Korony American 
Legion Post.

“It’s a really big deal 
for the Bronx’s VA,” said 
Hansen, adding that the 
lodging is going to be-
come more important 
when the hospital begins 
performing kidney trans-
plants in its new renal 
unit.

Veterans will be com-
ing from as far away as 
New England, southern 
New Jersey and eastern 
Pennsylvania, he said, 
adding families will not 
have to be concerned 
with finding a hotel or 
arranging for local trans-
portation. 

Military installations 
and veterans groups were 

asked to help fundraise 
a portion of the over-
all funding for Fisher 
Houses’ construction so 
they have “skin in the 
game,” said Hansen. 

The two Fisher Houses 
at the Peters VA will be 
the foundation’s 74th and 
75th, and a groundbreak-
ing ceremony is being 
planned for Thursday, 
May 25, coinciding with 
Fleet Week, said Kenneth 
Fisher, Fisher House 
Foundation chairman. 

Fisher said that he 
wanted to build a Fisher 
House at James J. Peters 
VA because he is origi-
nally from Riverdale, 
describing himself as a 
‘Bronx boy.’ 

“Because I am the 
chairman and I am from 
the Bronx, this became 
a high priority for me,” 
said Fisher, adding, “I 
am proud to come home 
in a certain respect.” 

Looking to the Kings-
bridge community’s Tu-
dor-style walk-up apart-
ment buildings, Fisher 
wanted the 10,000 to 
12,000 square foot build-
ings’ architecture to mir-
ror the surrounding com-
munity. 

There will be some 
differences in that the 
Fisher  buildings will 
have elevators, but no fire 
escapes. They will not be 
cookie-cutter buildings, 
he said. 

“It is going to be a 

little different than the 
norm,” said Fisher, add-
ing that much of Peters’ 
Fisher House will reflect 
his roots in the borough. 

Typical Fisher Houses 
cost $4 million each to 
construct, said Fisher, 
though the final pric-
ing is not yet been deter-
mined. 

These buildings will 
be union-built by Plaza 
Construction, said 
Fisher. 

All Fisher Houses are 
located on federal land 
at VAs and military hos-
pitals and have private 
bedrooms and baths, 
with communal kitch-
ens, dining rooms, and 
living rooms, according 
to the charitable organi-
zation.  

“We are proud and 
appreciative to have re-
ceived favorable con-
sideration of our Fisher 
House application,” said 
Dr. Erik Langhoff, di-
rector at James J. Peters 
VA. “This home-away-
from-home will be a tre-
mendous comfort for our 
wounded warriors and 
their families.”

Pat Devine, a veterans 
advocate with the Bronx 
American Legion, urged 
fellow veterans to support 
the cause, since the VA 
medical center itself is not 
permitted to fundraise. 

To make a donation 
visit: http://donate.fisher-
house.org/Bronx. 

Peters VA Hospital 
to get Fisher Houses

The proposed tudor style of the two James J. Peters VA Fisher House buildings is designed to look 
similar to some of the apartment buildings in the neighboring Kingsbridge Heights community. Photo 
courtesy of Fisher House
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Eventhough the relationship 

between Airbnb hosts and elected 
offi cials is still not totally harmo-
nious, Airbnb is thriving in the 
Bronx.

According to a Wednesday, 
February 15 press release from 
the home sharing company, 
22,000 tourists stayed in the 
Bronx through Airbnb in 2016, 
which is up 107 percent - or ap-
proximately 11,000 - from 2015.

Monetarily, earnings for 
Airbnb hosts rose 75 percent 
from $2 million in  2015 to 2016 
in the amount of $3.5 million.

Airbnb’s growth in the Bronx 
comes at a time of controversy 
surrounding homesharing.

In 2016, homesharing sup-
porters were fi ghting elected 
offi cials in NY who were trying 
to ensure landlords were not il-
legally renting out their proper-
ties through companies such as 
Airbnb.

Senator Jeff Klein and other 
electeds were afraid that land-
lords would take affordable 
housing and rent it on a short 
term basis using Airbnb’s app to 

increase their profi t.
In New York, it is illegal to 

rent an apartment to a tenant for 
less than 30-days.

A bill in early 2016, that  was 
signed into law in October, im-
poses $7,500 fi nes on landlord’s 
if they violate the law.

Airbnb hosts feel the fi ne 
structure is not large enough 
to discourage landlords from 
breaking the law.

After battling in court over 
the law, Airbnb and the city 
were able to reach a settlement 
on December 2, 2016 in which, 
according to an Airbnb repre-
sentative, the two sides agreed 
to “work cooperatively on ways 
to address New York City’s per-
manent housing shortage, in-
cluding through host compli-
ance with Airbnb’s One Host, 
One Home policy.”

According to the settlement, 
if a host violates the law, the city 
would charge them as an indi-
vidual violator, with no reper-
cussions against Airbnb.

Airbnb hosts share their 
homes in large part to supple-
ment their income.

According to Airbnb, on av-
erage a host can earn $3,800 per 
year.

“It just helps out with the ad-
ditional income,” said Melrose 
resident Lisa Tejeda. “I was 
able to do upgrades to my house 
which the guests can take ad-
vantage of too.”

The 14-year Bronx resident 
said when she began hosting in 
2011, she had one visitor every 
few months.

“Now I can be booked every-
day for a month if I wanted,” she 
said.

Tejeda also discussed the 
reason so many people select the 
Bronx as a destination to stay.

“I think people want to see 
different kinds of culture,” said 
Tejeda. “In Manhattan and 
Brooklyn I think you get a lot of 
the same thing.”

In addition, she said the Bronx 
offers great tourist spots such as 
Yankee Stadium, the Bronx Zoo 
and the Botanical Garden.

However, she adds, if people 
want to visit some of the more 
common city attractions - such 
as Times Square - the Bronx is a  

very convenient location.
Tejeda said if Bronx resi-

dents are thinking about joining 
Airbnb they should dip their feet 
in the water.

“I always say ‘just give it a try 

one time,’” she said. 
In addition, she said prospec-

tive hosts should visit Airbnb.
com and view some of the re-
views other hosts have received 
as encouragement.

Airbnb hosts 22,000 in Bronx during 2016

Airbnb Logo. Photo Courtesy of Airbnb

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A city recreation center is 

slated for millions in repairs 
after years of deferred mainte-
nance.   

The NYC Parks Department 
is moving forward with the 
multi-million dollar renova-
tion of Owen Dolen Recreation 
Center, including replacement 
of the classic building’s roof 
and masonry repairs to the ex-
terior of the building. 

According to an Parks 
spokesman, the design for the 
project was completed last 
month, and $2.39 million has 
been allocated though the final 
cost won’t be known until the 
project is put out to bid. 

Pending a successful bid, 
the reconstruction is expected 
to begin later in 2017, stated the 
spokesman. 

Councilman James Vacca 
said he allocated $1,555,000 to 
the recreation center renova-
tion. 

This is part of a larger ef-
fort that includes an upgrade of 
Owen Dolen Park and the con-
struction of a new library in 
the Westchester Square Busi-

ness Improvement District’s 
commercial hub. 

“We want the recreation 
center to be used more,” said 

Vacca, adding “The mainte-
nance on lot of these buildings 
was postponed and neglected 
for years, including here at 

Owen Dolen.” 
With the help of additional 

capital funding allocated by 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. and former Mayor 
Bloomberg, renovations will 
be made that could lead to the 
children’s and fitness pro-
grams and facilities at the rec-
reation center to be even better 
utilized, said Vacca. 

Local community activist 
Sandi Lusk of the Westchester 
Square Zerega Improvement 
Organization said that the re-
pairs to the building are long 
overdue and badly needed. 

In 2013, upon the completion 
of upgrades to the parkland 
outside the recreation center, 
Lusk said she presented the 
Parks Department officials 
with pictures of problems in-
side the center’s building.  

Among the issues were 
leaks in the roof that resulted 
in decreases in the building’s 
usable space, she said. 

“Evidentially, (the renova-
tions are) starting to move for-
ward and this is hopefully only 
the beginning of what we hope 
will be a larger renovation of 

the building which will allow 
us to be open to more uses and 
activities,” said Lusk. 

Lusk said she was glad that 
Community Board 10 voted 
unanimously at a general meet-
ing on Thursday, January 19 to 
approve the renovation plans. 

The Westchester Square 
BID provides support to pro-
gramming inside the recre-
ation center, said Lisa Sorin, 
BID executive director, who 
added that the building needs a 
lot of work. 

“They get horrible leaks, 
she said. “The roof is ex-
tremely damaged; they get a 
lot of water damage inside the 
building.” 

Another issue Sorin said she 
personally is concerned about 
is that the second floor of the 
recreation center, which has 
computer and fitness equip-
ment, is not accessible to any-
one with a physical disability 
because there is no elevator. 

Sorin said the BID and the 
recreation center have a great 
working relationship, and she 
believes that there is a lot more 
potential in the building. 

Owen Dolen Recreation Center design approved

Roof replacement and masonry maintenance are slated for the Owen Dolen Recre-
ation Center in Owen Dolen Park. They may begin later this year.
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The 3 bedroom over 
3 bedroom homes will 
also be located within 
walking distance of the 
Bx42 stop at Harding 
and Emerson avenues.

The property, which 
was previously a filled 
in marshland/swamp-
like vacant lot, will soon 
see a new row of family 
homes similar to the 
ones located on Emer-
son and Hosmer avenues 
and Hosmer and Rob-
inson avenues on Miles 
Avenue, which were con-
structed in the 1990s.

“Once completed, 
these homes will con-
tribute to a neighbor-
hood that continues to 
see improvement,” said 
John Navi, CEO of Co-
lonial Construction 
and Development, who 
is currently developing 
the property. 

“These particular 
homes, which are very 
similar to the quality 
you would find in Man-

hattan, will provide 
high quality living for 
the families who will 
call this development 
their home in the fu-
ture,” he added.

Navi added that fami-
lies who live on the sec-
ond floor of these town-
houses will have great 
views of Trump Golf 
Links at Ferry Point 
Park, which was com-
pleted in May 2015. 

He confirmed that 
construction of the two-
family homes, which be-
gan last spring, would 
be completed sometime 
this summer.

The price range for 
these buildings has not 
yet been determined.

Community Board 10 
did not comment on the 
new homes, saying that 
they had not heard any-
thing negative about the 
development.

The only deterrent 
that may push potential 
tenants away is the pos-
sibility of alternate side 

parking in the near fu-
ture. 

Last month, NYC 
Department of Park & 
Recreation and NYC De-
partment of Sanitation 

submitted a request to 
Community Board 10 
to implement alternate 
side parking and street 
cleaning on Miles Av-
enue between Balcolm 

and Emerson avenues 
as well as Emerson Av-
enue between Miles and 
Schurz Avenue, that 
run alongside the east-
ern portion of the golf 

course.
If approved, street 

cleaning and alternate 
side parking would take 
place on from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. on Mondays.
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Education took center stage 

during Mayor de Blasio’s Tues-
day, February 22 Northwest 
Bronx Town Hall at In-Tech 
Academy in Kingsbridge.

De Blasio fi elded questions on 
overcrowding and special educa-
tion.

The mayor began the evening 
by touting some of his successes 
since taking offi ce including Uni-
versal Pre-K and the rate of grad-
uation for high school students.

According to de Blasio, there 
are now more than 70,000 pre-
schoolers enrolled in Universal 
Pre-k, compared to the 20,000 
that were in pre-K when he took 
offi ce.

DeBlasio also said 72.6 percent 
of students are graduating from 
high school - the highest rate in 
city history - while adding that 
the dropout rate had dropped to 
8 percent - the lowest rate in city 
history.

He added that 15 years ago the 
rate of graduation was under 50 
percent.

“That’s how quickly we’re 
moving in this city,” he added.

Despite victories for the de 
Blasio administration, residents 

of the city’s School District 10 are 
still having issues.

Elizabeth Thompson, presi-
dent of the Kingsbridge Heights 
Neighborhood Improvement As-
sociation, asked the mayor how 
he would help with overcrowd-
ing in schools within District 10. 

Thompson pointed specifi -
cally to schools such as P.S. 307, 
P.S. 86, P.S. 340 and the Walton 
High School Campus.

De Blasio said Lorraine Grillo, 
president of the city’s school con-
struction authority, has been plan-
ning for a long time to add seats to 
the district.

“We want to work closely 
with the elected offi cials to fi nd 
the appropriate locations and we 
need help nailing down those lo-
cations,” said de Blasio.

“Right now in District 10 there 
is funding for 456 new seats that 
we’d love to create in the areas of 
overcrowding,” Grillo said fol-
lowing de Blasio. 

She reiterated that the city 
fi rst has to fi nd the proper build-
ings in which they can place the 
seats.

Grillo also agreed that the 
elementary schools and middle 
schools Thompson mentioned 

are overcrowded but said Walton 
High School has not reached full 
capacity.

“What we hope you do is give 
us help,” said Grillo. “You guys 
are on the ground and we’d love 

for you to identify sites and we’d 
love to explore and investigate 
anything you give us.”

Eric Dinowitz, a special ed-
ucation teacher at Selia Cruz 
Bronx High School of Music, said 

the special education teachers at 
the school are stretched thin.

Dinowitz said his students 
- who deal with many issues in-
cluding homelessness and men-
tal health problems - need more 
mental health support.

He also pointed out that while 
the mayor has implemented pro-
grams for younger students ... 
there aren’t much programs for 
older, special-ed students.

He also spoke to Grillo’s point 
that the School of Music - which 
sits on the Walton High School 
Campus - may not be at full ca-
pacity.

“There are certainly not 
enough staff members to support 
these students in the way they 
need to be supported,” said Di-
nowitz.

In response de Blasio pointed 
to NYC Well, the city’s mental 
health support system to which 
any person suffering from men-
tal health issues can call and re-
ceive help.

In addition, de Blasio said the 
school’s are working their way 
up through the grade levels to 
make sure each teacher is re-
ceiving mental health support 
training.

Mayor discusses ed issues at town hall meeting 

Mayor de Blasio speaks to northwest Bronx residents during a February 21 town 
hall meeting in Kingsbridge. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

2626-2634 Miles Avenue is expected to be completed by the summer. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Two-family homes being built across from golf course
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


