
BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Edgewater Park Volunteer 

Hose Company honored an Edge-
water Park resident and veteran 
Eugene Lobbe with an American 
Flag made of fi rehose after his re-
cent passing.

Lobbe served in the Vietnam 
War during the late 1960s and 
- according to an article in the 
Herald Statesman from April 19, 
1968 - received the Bronze Star 
for his “heroism in connection 
with military operatives against 
a hostile force in Vietnam.”

Tom Lobbe, Eugene’s son, ap-
proached members of the fi re de-
partment in the fall about creat-
ing the fl ag to honor his father.

Lobbe got the idea from a simi-
lar piece the department made to 
honor 9-11.

Mark Schoenstein, the  21-
year old captain of the Edgewa-
ter volunteer fi refi ghters, said 
Lobbe donated plywood to make 
the original fi re-hose laden fl ag 
around September 11, 2016.

Since then, Lobbe, Schoen-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
More than a year after a Shop-

Rite food store announced it 
would be moving into the site of 
a former Key Food in Bruckner 
Plaza, residents are still waiting 
for work to begin.

New Jersey–based Village Su-
per Markets, a corporation that 
owns 29 ShopRite stores in New 
Jersey, Maryland and Pennsyl-
vania, announced plans to move 
into the 41,840 square foot prop-
erty in January of 2016. 

The move was announced at 
the time by Senator Jeff Klein, 
who championed the news.

The Key Food store in the 
plaza closed in October of 2015 af-
ter refusing to sign a new lease. 

Village Super Market expected 
to spend $14 million on construc-
tion in anticipation of an early 
2017 opening. 

The store would be the fi rst 
ShopRite in the Bronx.

However, to date, the building 
sits dark and vacant, it’s windows 
covered to conceal the bleak inte-
rior. 

The company has applied 
for an $8.5 million tax incentive 
through the NYC Economic De-
velopment Corporation’s FRESH 
program, aimed at providing in-
centive for companies to open 
grocery stores with produce and 
other healthy options in under-
served New York City neighbor-
hoods.

The new supermarket would 
be an anchor store in the Bruck-
ner Plaza, which has lost a num-
ber of tenants in recent years 
and is undergoing signifi cant im-
provements. 

Residents living in the area 
have been without a major chain 
supermarket since the Key Food 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The family of a Pelham Bay 

man who died after being Tasered 
twice by a NYPD sergeant plan to 
sue the city for $10 million.

On Monday, January 30, the 
family of Ariel Galarza fi led a no-
tice of claim accusing the city of 
negligence in its ability to handle 
situations involving mentally or 
emotionally disturbed people.

The family’s lawyer Sanford 
Rubenstein said the notice of 
claim fi led against the city and the 
NYPD is based on the negligence, 

carelessness and recklessness of 
the NYPD, sergeant William Mel-
rose and other NYPD members 
in causing Galarza’s wrongful 
death.

The notice of claim is the fi rst 
step before a lawsuit can be initi-
ated.

As previously reported, 45th 
Precinct police offi cers responded 
on Wednesday, November 2 at 
5:35 p.m. to a call of an emotion-
ally disturbed man armed with a 
knife behaving violently at 1840 
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Taking The Plunge
The Bronx Polar Bears took the plunge for the annual ‘Dip Against Home-
lessness’ off the icy shores of Orchard Beach on Saturday, February 11. Mi-
chael Max Knobbe (l), BronxNet executive director, joined Valdis Freimane 
(c) and the Bronx Polar Bears for some wintertime fun in the sun. See more 
photos on page 7.   Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

$10M lawsuit claims 
negligence by city

TASERED MAN’S
FAMILY TO SUE

Still no 
movement 

on Bruckner 
ShopRite

Edgewater Park Volunteer 
Hose Co. honors ‘Nam vet
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Four more of the borough’s Catholic 

schools are set to close at the end of the school 
year.

Earlier this month, the Archdiocese of 
New York announced that the schools will 
cease operations at the end of the current ac-
ademic school year.

The schools slated to close at the end of the 
academic year are St. Peter & Paul’s School 
in Morrisania, St. Mary School in Williams-
bridge, Visitation School in Kingsbridge and 
St. Ann School in Norwood.

Beginning in September 2017, St. Peter & 
Paul’s will transition from a K-8 to a univer-
sal pre-k school, which follows a early child-
hood state initiative which provides educa-
tion to four-year old children at no cost.

The Archdiocese believes that this will 
meet the increasing community demands for 
early childhood education.

However, the closings will leave hundreds 
of students scrambling for a decent school to 
attend in fall 2017 and numerous full-time 
and part-time teachers without a job.

“These teachers don’t only educate their 
students - they also offer support to stu-
dents who now face challenges in their fu-
ture school years, which includes fears that 
come with the uncertainty of making friends 
in their new schools,” said Julia Pignataro, 
president of the Federation of Catholic Teach-
ers. “Teachers are also facing an uncertain 
future.”

Pignataro, along with the Federation of 
Catholic Teachers, claims that this situation 
could have been easily avoided, had the Arch-
diocese followed its promised plan of action, 
which included the ‘Pathways to Excellence’ 
initiative in 2010, which was created to en-
sure the longevity, quality and strength of the 

Archdiocese’s Catholic schools. Under that 
initiative, parents and teachers were prom-
ised that increased funds would be available 
for tuition assistance in the near future.

“We understand these are challenging 
times for many families - but we will work 
with all students who are seeking to con-
tinue their Catholic education in this school 
system next year,” said Dr. Timothy McNiff, 
school superintendent of the Archdiocese. 
“These changes are diffi cult but necessary 
to ensure our Catholic schools are stronger 
than ever.”

According to the Archdiocese of New 
York, all effected students will be guaran-
teed a seat at a Catholic school within their 
school system.

Following this school year, students from 
St. Mary, Visitation and St. Ann will have the 
option to transfer to either St. Brendan School 
in Norwood, St. John’s School in Kingsbridge, 
Our Lady of Grace School in Williamsbridge 
or any other neighboring Catholic schools.

The Archdiocese also said that St. Mary, 
Visitation and St. Ann schools are still owned 
by their respective parishes, and it is up to 
each parish to decide if they would like to 
lease or sell their school facility and property 
in the future. No announcements regarding 
sales or leases have been announced, as of 
press time.

St. Gregory the Great in Manhattan, 
as well as St. Peter’s Regional in Sullivan 
County, will also close by the end of the 2016-
17 school year, as announced by the Archdio-
cese of New York earlier this month.

Along with these six schools, the Arch-
diocese has closed 55 Catholic schools since 
2011 - 30 schools in 2011 and an additional 25 
schools in 2013. Out of those 55 schools, 13 
schools operated in the Bronx.

Four Bronx Catholic 
schools set to close

St. Peter & Paul’s School, which will transition 
from a K-8 to a universal pre-k school after this 
academic school year. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

St. Mary School, one of the four Catholic school 
in the borough slated to close. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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3 TO 6 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
IN ONE YEAR!!!

“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S READING PROBLEM



closed, a situation particu-
larly tough on seniors who 
rely on public transporta-
tion. 

The next closest food 
store is Western Beef, a 
low-price chain store, lo-
cated across the Bruckner 
Expressway, in the former 
Pathmark. 

The Bruckner Plaza 
is owned by Urban Edge 
Properties of Manhat-
tan, which acquired the 
116,000-square-foot prop-
erty from Forest City Re-
alty Trust last year for $32 
million. 

Debbie Graham, an ad-
ministrative assistant for 
Urban Edge, said the com-
pany had no comment on 
ongoing developments in 

general or ShopRite in par-
ticular when reached for 
comment.

Calls to Village Super 
Markets for comment were 
not returned by press time. 

But ShopRite’s plan 
seems to going forward.

A Klein spokesman 
said that at the request of 
supermarket, the senator 
and other local elected of-
fi cials, community stake-
holders and members of 
Community Board 9 plan 
to hold town hall meetings 
to provide input into what 
products the community 
would like to see offered at 
the store.

 Klein has also proposed 
hosting a Bronx H.I.R.E. 
event at the proper time to 
ensure that local residents 

are given a fair opportu-
nity for employment at the 
new supermarket when it 
opens, he added.

Jason Cintron, a spokes-
man for Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma said she 
also planned to meet with 
Shop-Rite representatives, 
residents and community 
board residents.

“In the coming days we 
are meeting with Shop-
Rite representatives, the 
local community board, 
and other elected offi cials 
to hopefully establish a 
timeline, and discuss the 
desires of the community,” 
Cintron said. 

Calls to CB 9, which 
maintains its district offi ce 
in the plaza, were not re-
turned at press time. 

Mayfl ower Avenue.
Upon arrival, three uniformed offi cers 

and a sergeant were confronted by Galarza, 
49, who allegedly threatened them with an 
intact glass bottle when they entered his 
basement apartment inside the multi-fam-
ily, 2-story house.

Sergeant Melrose, a 13-year veteran, dis-
charged his Taser at Galarza who fell to the 
fl oor, but quickly recovered and continued 
to struggle with offi cers attempting to re-
strain him.

A second Taser jolt was delivered by 
Melrose by pressing the device directly 
against Galarza’s body, an approved NYPD 
tactic called ‘dry stun’.

While in custody, Galarza entered car-
diac arrest, however police were able to ad-
minister CPR.

Galarza was rushed to Albert Einstein 
Hospital where he died at 7:22 p.m.

Rubenstein is claiming that Galarza be-
ing Tasered twice violated the NYPD Patrol 
Guide.

“It’s prohibited for police to Tase some-
one who’s already in distress and there’s 
also the issue of whether the police followed 
protocol in appropriately isolating Galarza 
until EMS arrived,” said Rubenstein.

The NYPD Patrol Guide states in cases 
of mentally ill or emotionally disturbed 
persons, physical force will only be used to 
the extent necessary to restrain the subject 
until delivered to a hospital or detention fa-
cility.

It also states Tasers should only be used 
against persons actively resisting, exhib-
iting active aggression or to prevent indi-
viduals from injuring themselves or others 
present.

A NYC Offi ce of Chief Medical Exam-
iner spokeswoman said Galarza’s cause of 
death is still under investigation.

The incident is being investigated by the 
Force Investigation Division pending deter-

mination of Galarza’s death.
The use of a Taser will be included in 

the Force Investigation Division’s investi-
gation.

Sergeant Melrose remains on active 
duty at the precinct.

According to neighbors and published 
reports, Galarza struggled with learning 
disabilities, a mild form of asthma and suf-
fered a stroke early last year.

He was waked at Parkchester Funeral 
Home on Tuesday, November 15 and laid to 
rest at St. Raymond’s Cemetery the follow-
ing day. 

NYS Attorney General Schneiderman’s 
Special Investigations and Prosecutions 
Unit is investigating Galarza’s death un-
der the state’s executive order granting the 
AG the authority to prosecute cases of un-
armed civilians who die during confronta-
tions with police.
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Tasered man’s family to sue; $10 
million lawsuit claims negligence

The police-Taser death of Pelham Bay resident 
Ariel Galarza sent shock waves through the com-
munity. Photo courtesy of Facebook

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

A year later, still no movement on 
Bruckner Boulevard ShopRite

The former Key Food building in the Bruckner Plaza sits vacant and untouched, more than a year after 
the announcement that a ShopRite store was to move into the space. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Bronx senior citizens have a 

new location where they can age 
in place thanks to recently con-
structed senior housing in River-
dale.

Elected offi cials and residents 
participated in a ribbon cutting 
on Friday, February 3, for the new 
11-story, 85-unit Van Cortlandt 
Green at 6469 Broadway.

Each unit in the building - run 
by Selfhelp Community Services 
- is a studio apartment which in-
cludes an accessible kitchen and 
bathroom.

Although the units are studio 
apartments, some are larger to ac-
comodate couples. 

Selfhelp offi cials said all of the 
apartments are already fi lled.

As part of Van Cortlandt 
Green’s amenities, residents are 
able to use a rooftop community 
room, adjoining terrace and on-
site parking.

The building will be Selfhelp’s 
tenth building in the city. 

Evelyn Wolff, vice president of 
real estate development for the or-
ganization, said the company has 
been looking for a place to serve se-
nior citizens in the Bronx.

“From every perspective it was 

a really desirable place to put se-
niors,” said Wolff.

Wolff added Selfhelp serves Ho-
locaust survivors in the area and 
wanted to have proper housing for 
them.

Residents at the Van Cortlandt 
Green are earning less than 60 per-
cent of the area’s median income.

Due to the affordable housing na-
ture of the residence, Selfhelp was 
able to help fund the $26.3 million 
project through various tax credit 

programs from the city and state. 
According to Sandy Myers, di-

rector of government and external 
relations for Selfhelp, prior to the 
start of the project in 2012, Self-
help partnered with LiveOnNY to 
conduct a study on the need for af-
fordable senior housing.

Through the study they found 
that 100,000 seniors in NYC are 
waiting for low to moderate in-
come housing, said Myers.

Also, he said, many seniors 

wait 10 to 11 years to fi nd suitable 
housing.

“We’re dealing with popula-
tions that might not have that 
much time to wait,” said Myers.

It took six months for Van Cor-
tlandt Green to reach full occu-
pancy.

In addition to the housing 
and amenities the Van Cortlandt 
Green provides a Social Adult Day 
Care on the grounds.

According to Myers and Wolff, 

most adult day cares cater to se-
nior citizens suffering from de-
mentia and Alzheimer’s disease.

However, this center, which 
will open in spring 2017, will 
cater to a broader scope of se-
niors who are on Medicaid.

In addition to the service to 
seniors in the Bronx, offi cials 
also praised the building for 
it’s energy effi ciency.

The project recieved $49,000 
in incentives from the NYS 
Energy Research and Develop-
ment Authority.

“The Van Cortlandt Green 
Senior Housing Center offers 
senior citizens energy effi cient 
housing in a healthy, com-
fortable environment,” said 
John B. Rhodes, president of 
NYSERDA. “This project can 
serve as a model for other de-
velopers.”

If senior citizens are inter-
ested in getting on the wait-
ing list for the Van Cortlandt 
Green they can contact Myers 
at smyers@selfhelp.net.

She said when a space is 
open Selfhelp will fi ll it in the 
order in which the candidate 
(or candidates) were placed on 
the waiting list.

Affordable senior housing opens in Riverdale

Local elected offi cials and community leaders were excited to welcome the new Van Cortlandt Green development to Riv-
erdale. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Marching in the 19th Annual 

Throggs Neck will be family members 
of posthumously honored residents. 

The parade will pay tribute to 17 
honorary grand marshals when it 
steps off at noon on Sunday, March 
12 at East Tremont and Lafayette av-
enues. 

The event is a celebration of both 
community and Irish pride. As the 
march makes it way along East Trem-
ont Avenue, past a reviewing stand 
at Harding Avenue, families of the 17 
will join grand marshal Derek Woods 
and honored religious Sr. Peggy Gan-
non, Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary and Sr. 
Betty McLaughlin of the Dominican 
Sisters of Sparkill, in celebrating and  
remembering their loved ones. 

“These individuals represent all 
facets of our Bronx community and 
we are proud to honor them posthu-
mously at the 19th Annual Throggs 
Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade,” read 
a statement from the parade commit-
tee. 

Being remembered this year are 
several well-missed community mem-
bers: Margaret Albin, Patrick Boyle, 
Veronica Christensen, Mary Fitzsi-
mons, Teresa Fitzsimons, Eleanor 

Kelly, Arleen Knapp, Mary McEn-
ery, Jack Mullane, Jack O’Connor,  
Kathy O’Sullivan, John Quinn, Sal 
Randazzo, Dennis Raftery, Jr., Dan-
iel Smith, John Steel and Barbara 
Wynne. 

Smith’s daughter Brittany Smith 
said that her father, who spent most 
of life on Clarence Avenue, always en-
joyed attending the parade because he 

would see so many friends on one day. 
If he could know about the honor, 

Smith would be proud and very 
touched, his daughter said. 

“My dad was a very humble guy 
and knowing that so many people 
were coming out in honor of him 
would have been a surprise,” she said. 

O’Connor, who volunteered as a 
coach with Throgs Neck Little League 

and who took part a campaign to 
build St. Benedict’s Church in his 
youth, would have been tremen-
dously honored, said his daughter 
Mary Anne Aylward. 

“He was a very humble person 
who would probably say he didn’t 
deserve it, but he would be ex-
tremely honored to know he was 
being thought of,” she said, adding 

he was very proud of his Irish heri-
tage. 

Family is coming north from 
Florida to march in the parade to 
remember Jack, she said. 

Mary Theresa McEnery was 
born to Irish immigrant parents 
and moved to Silver Beach in 1931. 

Her son John McEnrey said that 
she witnessed the growth of the 
community into what it is today. 

She married in 1955 and raised 
her family in Silver Beach, be-
friending much of the Throggs 
Neck community, said her son. 

He added in later years that she 
became a ‘go to’ person for many 
local people because of her exten-
sive knowledge of Throggs Neck. 
She was extremely religious, said 
McEnrey. 

Her husband John was an hon-
orary grand marshal in the 2005 
parade, her son said, and she knew 
many of the parade marshals.

Could she know she was being 
honored, she would probably have 
thanked God and have considered 
herself privileged, said her son. 

“I think it would take days for 
the smile to come off her face,” said 
John McEnrey.  

St. Patrick’s honors 17 friends posthumously

Daniel Smith  
         Photo courtesy of Brittany Smith

Jack O’Connor 
 Photo courtesy of Mary Anne Aylward

Mary Theresa McEnery 
 Photo courtesy of John McEnrey
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BRONX POLAR BEARS
TAKE THE PLUNGETAKE THE PLUNGE

Despite the bitter cold, Bronxites still enjoyed a 
day at the beach this winter season. For the third 
year in a row, the Bronx Polar Bears, BronxNet and 
BronxWorks took the plunge on Saturday, February 
11 at Orchard Beach for the 2017 Dip Against Home-
lessness. The icy event raised awareness and col-
lected donations for homeless services.
   The Polar Bears declared victory at this year’s 
Dip Against Homelessness.  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
 (insert)  It’s all in the family! Polar Bears husband 
and wife Valdis Pirkases (l) and Liga Freimane (r) 
and her father Valdis Freimane (c) enjoyed a day 
at the beach.

(Above) Members of the Bronx Polar Bears, BronxNet, BronxWorks and City Parks Department 
braved the bitter cold for a worthy cause.

(Above center) Husband and wife Polar Bears Valdis Perkasis (l) and Liga Freimane took the 
plunge together. 

(Above right) Michael Max Knobbe, BronxNet executive director, proved he really is ‘Bronx 
stong’.

(right) (l-r) Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa; Gianna Dell’Olio, BronxWorks di-
rector of advancement and communications; Michael Max Knobbe and Eileen Torres, Bronx-
Works executive director celebrated another successful year at Orchard Beach.



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An upcoming development 

consisting of nearly 500 residen-
tial units will soon be built in the 
south Bronx.

According to real estate de-
veloper the Ader Group, a devel-
opment including 474 units and 
commercial space is planned to be 
constructed at 1125 Whitlock Av-
enue.

The development will include 
two separate buildings, each top-
ping out to 14 fl oors. Building 1 will 
have 243 units while Building 2 
will include 231 units for its future 
residents, and each building will 
measure out to more than 235,000 
square feet upon completion.

Approximately 40% of the 
apartments will be up to 37% area 
median income, making the in-
come range between $11,246 and 
$42,040 for a studio, while 36% of 
the units will range between 47-
57% AMI. The remaining 24% of 
the units will range between 70-
80% AMI.

The 472,000-square foot devel-
opment will consist of 93 studios, 
193 one-bedroom, 113 two-bedroom 
and 73 three-bedroom units, with 
one bedrooms occupying more 
than 40% of the total units.

The Ader Group confi rmed 
that the development will include 
a green space for its residents. A 
garage with 69 parking spaces will 
be constructed on site.

In addition, the project will 
consist of 15,000 square feet of 
commercial space along with 9,500 
square feet of community facility 
space. Future commercial tenants 
have not yet been announced.

According to Dan Padernacht, 
who represents the Ader Group as 
its attorney, the Rockland County-
based developer is seeking to 
change the area’s zoning, which is 
currently industrial/commercial, 
to residential. The zoning would 
need to change to R8A with a C2-4 
overlay from the M1-1 zoning that 
currently exists.

The development will be lo-
cated within walking distance 
of the 6 train Whitlock Avenue 
station and within close proxim-
ity to the Sheridan and Bruckner 
expressways, as well as Concrete 
Plant Park and other stretches of 
the Bronx River.

Currently, one side of Whitlock 
Avenue is littered with 1-story ga-
rages, while the other side of the 
street is occupied by North Amer-
ica Plastics, a plastic fabrication 

company.
The Ader Group did not con-

fi rm dates for demolition and/or 
construction, but they anticipate 

the process to begin sometime in 
fall 2017. A completion date has not 
been set.

The Uniform Land Use Review 

Procedure will go before Commu-
nity Board 2 shortly to start the 
rezonong process. CB 2 was not 
available for comment.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A police advocacy or-

ganization is requesting 
a seat at the table in the 
mayor’s plan to reno-
vate the city’s shooting 
range. 

The mayor recently 
announced his plan to 
allocate $275 million 
over the next ten years 
to reconstruct the NYPD 
range, training and 
bomb squad facilities at 
Rodman’s Neck in Pel-
ham Bay Park.  

In response the 45th 
Precinct Community 
Council wrote to both 
Mayor de Blasio and 
James O’Niell, Police 
commissioner on Friday, 
February 10 requesting 
that a monitoring com-
mittee of community 
groups be established 
should the project go 
forward and local com-
munities need updates. 

Noting past shortcom-
ings in terms of the com-
munity’s long-standing 
request for sound atten-

uation at the range, the 
letter urged a more col-
laborative approach. 

“While we cannot 
change the past, we can 
plan for the future, and 
so we would propose 
that a monitoring com-
mittee, similar to what 
was done with the Cro-
ton Water Filtration 
Plant,” it stated. 

The precinct council 
was referring to the Cro-
ton Filtration Monitor-
ing Committee, which 
provided community 
oversight during that 
plant’s construction un-
der Van Cortlandt Park. 

Precinct council 
board member John 
Doyle said that the pro-
posed monitoring com-
mittee would have 
public meetings where 
anyone could learn 
more and voice feed-
back. 

“Our thoughts were 
that [sound baffling im-
provements] have been 
promised before,” he 

said. “We are looking to 
find some way to provide 
constructive feedback 
and public confidence.” 

Promises to address 
sound from gunfire at 
the range through noise 
attenuation go back at 

least to a July 1993 mem-
orandum of understand-
ing signed by Mayor Din-
kins, stated the letter. 

In 2007, Mayor 
Bloomberg said that the 
range would move to a 
new police academy at 
College Point, Queens, 
a plan later sunk by 
budget shortfalls, said 
Doyle. 

The board member 
reasoned that more in-
formation cannot hurt 
anyone, and it was 
highly likely that civic 
groups from City Is-
land, Throggs Neck and 
Country Club would 
join the council, he 
said. 

The council presi-
dent, Bob Bieder, said 
that the letter also re-
quests periodic pre-
cinct council updates 
on noise remediation. 

Bieder said that Sen-
ator Jeff Klein has re-
quested clarification as 
to the details of the proj-
ect, including when the 

sound-baffling compo-
nent of the much larger 
project would occur. 

“We don’t know if 
they are going to do the 
sound baffling first, or 
the sound attenuation 
last,” said Bieder, add-
ing that there are sev-
eral components to the 
reconstruction. 

Barbara Dolensek, 
City Island Civic Asso-
ciation vice-president, 
said that different at-
tempts at sound attenu-
ation at Rodman’s Neck 
“have disappeared from 
view” in the past, they 
don’t want it to happen 
again this time. 

“I think the commu-
nity council absolutely 
should be a part of the 
meetings to make sure 
this project goes for-
ward,” said Dolensek. 
“If the community could 
participate in regular 
updates, that would be 
terrific and we would 
be sure that progress is 
being made.” 

45th Council: create Rodman’s advisory board 

Rodman’s Neck is off-limits to everyone but police personnel, but 
noise from the range affects nearby communities. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

474-unit affordable residence planned at Whitlock Avenue

Rendering of the development planned at 1125 Whitlock Avenue. 
 Photo courtesy of the Ader Group
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Learning to swim can be a mat-

ter of life and death, especially for 
special needs children. 

For the past 20 years, Florencio 
Flores Palomo has worked with 
special needs children, teaching 
them to swim. 

Palomo started his career 
working with Special Olympics 
swimmers in his native Nebraska, 
a job he said changed his life. 

When he came to New York, 
he looked to continue serving the 
disabled community, but he said 
many swim programs he worked 
for showed limited interest in 
serving this segment of the popu-
lation.

“After 18 years of hearing ‘no, 
we can’t do anymore’, I thought 
either I continue to hope the next 
job will work, or leave and start 
my own,” he said.

In the summer of 2015 he 
started REACH Swim Academy 
to fi ll what he saw as a void in 
the swim programs in New York 
City. 

Six instructors followed him 
to the new endeavor, which found 
a home in the aquatics center at 

Hostos Community College. 
News spread fast through 

word of mouth and social media, 
and REACH soon had 35 children 
enrolled, helped in part by a grant 
through Autism Speaks. 

Palomo said he now has 75 
children in the current winter 
program, and has altogether 
taught over 150 children. 

The Bronx was a perfect loca-
tion for the program, he said.

“In my experience, the Bronx 
has a 2-1 ratio of families with 
special needs children, compared 
to other boroughs, and more fam-
ilies with multiple children with 
special needs,” Palomo said. “I 
knew this was the borough to tar-
get and help.”

The program welcomes chil-
dren with physical and intellec-
tual disabilities, such as those 
with autism, cerebral palsy and 
down syndrome. 

Palomo said many of those stu-
dents approach the pool with fear 
and anxiety, but eventually de-
velop a sense of accomplishment 
and pride. 

Because of the inclusive na-
ture of the program, typical chil-

dren are also mixed into some 
classes and treated the same in 
the pool.

“It’s our approach that all 
kids are alike, all kids should 
be treated the same – that is the 
foundation of REACH,” he said.

Classes are kept small, and 
Palomo said he personally ar-
range classes to group kids who 
are going to best benefi t from the 
other kids in the class.

In addition to lifeguard cer-
tifi cation, staff members are 

trained to work with student 
who might run off, such as autis-
tic students.

In addition to spring classes 
that begin April 8, REACH is 
also looking to expand into Man-
hattan, and will also be taking 
its philosophy to the Far East 
to spend 10 days in Vietnam 
working with a school that was 
founded primarily for special 
needs children, many of whom 
are from an orphanage. 

Palomo said he believed 
all along REACH had a much 
broader potential.

“When we started, I told my 
staff that this was my calling, 
that I think we can take this 
global, this is going to be big, and 
I think we can make this bigger 
than the Bronx,” he said.

There are an average of ten 
drowning deaths per day in the 
United States, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

One in fi ve people who die 
from drowning are children 14 
and younger, and minority youth 
are more likely to drown, espe-
cially in swimming pools.   

REACH Swim Academy welcomes all kids

Florencio Flores Palomo works with Athena, one of the students in the REACH 
Swim Academy. The program, founded by Palomo in 2015, teaches children of all 
physical and mental ability levels in small, personalized classes. Photo courtesy of 
REACH Swim Academy

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A grassroots organization ded-

icated to improving Van Cortlandt 
Park is celebrating a milestone. 

The Friends of Van Cortlandt 
Park, an independent community-
based organization that actively 
promotes the conservation and 
improvement of Van Cortlandt 
Park, is recognizing its 25th anni-
versary in 2017.  

The organization is planning 
events to celebrate the achieve-
ment, said Christina Taylor, 
FVCP executive director; Silvani 
Design created the 25th anniver-
sary FVCP logo. 

Taylor said that the organiza-
tion wants to take full advantage 
of the anniversary and use it as an 
opportunity to let people know of 
the organization, if they don’t al-
ready, and their accomplishments. 

One key FVCP accomplishment 
in recent years was securing mil-
lions of dollars to build a pedes-
trian bridge over the Major Dee-
gan Expressway that would link 
the east and west sides of the park, 
said Taylor. 

“It was years of advocacy to get 
to that point,” she said. “We see 
that as a tremendous accomplish-
ment.” 

Work on maintaining and im-
proving hiking trails in more re-
mote areas of the park is another 
FVCP achievement, said the execu-
tive director. 

The organization was respon-
sible for funding a 1997 restoration 
of the park’s cross country trail, 
she said. 

FVCP worked with the Bronx 
Council for Environmental Qual-
ity and other groups in securing 
more than $200 million in mitiga-

tion funding from the Croton Wa-
ter Filtration Plant, she said. 

While construction on the fi l-
tration plant went forward, had it 
not been for FVCP’s advocacy Tay-
lor said that it would have been 
built above ground in the park and 
there wouldn’t have been funding 
for parks improvement.   

Moving forward, FVCP goals 
are to see the park’s 2034 Master 
Plan implemented, said Taylor, 
including elements dealing with 

trails and wetlands.  
Felicity Nitz founded FVCP in 

spring 1992 after reading a New 
York Times story about Parks De-
partment budget shortfalls affect-
ing a park in her community: Van 
Cortlandt Park, said Taylor. 

By the summer, four friends 
joined Nitz and FVCP to hire teens 
to work in the park for the sum-
mer removing debris, said Taylor. 

Nitz, in a statement, recalled 
that very fi rst project. 

“We collaborated with River-
dale Neighborhood House to bring 
teens to work in the park,” stated 
Nitz. “Little did we know this was 
the genesis of 25 years of advocacy 
for and change in this jewel of the 
Bronx.”

According to FVCP, the 
group has served about 20,000 
youth through educational and 
volunteer programming and 
hired around 1,000 high school 
students for internships during 
its quarter-century history. 

The founder added that the 
anniversary is a time of celebra-
tion and that the organization 
“is proud of its many accom-
plishments.”

The FVCP board chairman, 
Christopher Rizzo, stated that 

the moment of pride is also a 
celebration of the organization’s 
partners, including volunteers 
and students. 

Taylor said FVCP is planning 
on making the anniversary part 
of a number of events, including 
an annual spring hike on Satur-
day, May 13 where she plans on 
highlighting FVCP’s determi-
nation to reveal the  park’s as-
sets. 

For more information on 
FVCP and their upcoming 
events, visit: vancortlandt.org. 

FVCP: 25 years of protecting park’s beauty

The Hare Jumping Over the Tortoise statue in Van Cortlandt Park. 
 Community News Group / Arthur Cusano

Silvani Design created the 25th anni-
versary Friends of Van Cortlandt Park 
logo for use throughout the year. Photo 
courtesy of FVCP
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The winter season’s biggest snowstorm yet dumped 
over 10 inches of snow on the borough on Thursday, 
February 8. Residents and wildlife enjoyed some much 
needed wintertime fun during the snow day. 

Blizzard Blankets 
man and beast

1

2

3

4

5

6 7

(1) A halal food server braved the bitter cold to pro-
vide Bronxites a warm meal on the go. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(2) A polar bear enjoyed swimming, splashing and 
playing with a giant red ball during the Bronx Zoo’s 
snow day. Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

(3) A Siberian tiger had snow on his face after ex-
ploring the snowy Tiger Mountain exhibit. 
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

(4) Justin Batista (l) and his son, Jesse worked togeth-
er to clean up after the snowstorm. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

(5) A Bedford Park resident helped clear a path for 
travelers as the storm continued. Photo by Miriam Quin

(6) A brown bear enjoyed making some snow angels.
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

(7) The blizzard transformed Harrinton and May-
fl ower avenues into a winter wonderland. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

(Background photo) Jerome Avenue and the Grand 
Concourse was a snow covered ghost town last 
Thursday. Photo by Miriam Quin
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911 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Tuesday at 2:00 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY TUESDAY AT 2:00PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio BY ARTHUR CUSANO

Bronx Park and the now-
linked Shoelace Park will 
eventually become a part 
of the greater Bronx River 
Greenway, but residents 
must fi rst decide how they 
want to use their stretch of 
green space.

Residents of Commu-
nity Board 12 heard several 
ideas for the space Tues-
day, February 14 from NYC 
Parks and Recreation offi -
cials and W Architecture, 
their contracted architec-
tural fi rm, during a meet-
ing at the board’s offi ces on 
White Plains Road.      

Maggie Greenfi eld of 
the Bronx River Alliance 
explained to the roughly 
dozen people on hand that 
the work was part of a 
greater effort to link the 
land to other stretches of 
the planned 23-mile green-
way. 

The  greenway will run 
the entire lenghth of the 
narrow Bronx River, but 
the one-and-a-half mile 
portion of the park dis-
cussed Tuesday night lies 
between East 211th Street 
to East 229th Street. 

The $3.15 million allo-
cated to the project will go 
towards safety improve-
ments for pedestrians and 
and cyclists, enhancing the 
park entrances, and to cre-
ate a more defi ned green-

way. 
A 2009 park master plan 

proposed the idea of divid-
ing the 40-foot-wide green 
space into several uses, 
such as a playground and 
a bike trail, but did not go 
into the details of how that 
might be implemented, ex-
plained W Architecture’s 
Barbara Wilks.

“That’s all they said 
about this park we’re go-
ing to work on. So what we 
have to do now is take the 
next step and decide where 
will these things happen,” 
Wilks said.

The strip of land could 
include benches, adult fi t-
ness equipment, a dedi-
cated bike path, a dedi-
cated jogging path or any 
combination of those fea-
tures. 

Other ideas she fl oated 
included an overlook above 
the river near 220th Street 
that could include benches, 
the creation of additional 
entrance plazas along the 
greenway to make more 
inviting entry points and 
a possible redesign of the 
area around the historic 
Niles Triangle area. 

Wilks said changes 
could also be made to the 
multi-use event plaza at 
East 222nd Street, which 
could be used for perfor-
mance space. 

No restrooms can be in-

stalled as part of the cur-
rent project due to the cost, 
she added. 

CB 12 district manager 
George Torres advocated 
for more benches. 

He said he walked the 
stretch of park every day, 
and said there were few 
places to sit and take in the 
river’s beauty. 

Like Wilks, Torres 
urged residents on hand to 
focus on the path, the focal 
point of the project. 

“The only thing I’ll add 
to that is that bikes and 
people should be sepa-
rated – you don’t want the 
bike paths right next to 
the walking path because 
you don’t want people get-
ting accidently run over,” 
Wilks said.

Residents in attendance 
mostly agreed, and also 
hoped narrower, divided 
pathways will reduce the 
use of illegal ATVs along 
the trailway, which some 
said was a common nui-
sance. 

Others asked for lower, 
pedestrian-friendly light-
ing, more entrances and 
new barbeque areas for 
families who spend the day 
in the park. 

Another meeting on the 
project will be scheduled at 
a later date to show plans 
incorporating the recent 
resident input.

Shoelace Park’s future 
tied to residents’ needs

Barbara Wilks of W Architecture presented ideas to renovate a portion of the Bronx River Greenway to 
Community Board 12 offi cials and residents at a Tuesday, February 14 meeting. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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CALVARY PRESENTS DAISY AWARD

SCANLAN PERFORMS AT LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

MARDI GRAS FUNDRAISING PAINT NIGHT

SEPULVEDA DANCES THE NIGHT AWAY

Calvary Hospital honored registered nurse Latisha Bangari on Monday, February 6 with the 
prestigious DAISY Award, a bi-annual honor recognizing nurses demonstrating excellence 
through clinical expertise and extraordinary compassionate care. Bangari, a Lehman Col-
lege graduate, started as a staff nurse at Calvary in 2003 before becoming a Clinical Care 
coordinator.

(l-r) Fran Nunziata, Human Resources assistant director; Camelia Brown, RN, Patient Service 
manager; honoree Latisha Bangari, RN, CCC; Margaret Pelkowski, RN, MSN, Patient Care Ser-
vices vice president and Leonila Quinones, RN, MA, DON, Nursing Operations director. 
 Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

Confetti Party Place and La Reina Del Barrio Inc. hosted a Mardi Gras fundraising paint night 
in support of a new television project, ‘Colors of Rhina’ on Friday, February 10. ‘Colors of Rhi-
na’ showcases the range of Rhina Valentin’s talent and abilities with her vibrant, spicy and 
comedic personal style. For more information and air times, visit www.colorsofrhina.tv.

(Above) Staff members 
of Confetti Party Place 
and La Riena del Barrio, 
Inc. and artists proudly 
displayed their fi nished 
works. 

(Left) Julio Rodriguez 
put the fi nishing touches 
on his Mardi Gras-inspired 
painting. 
 Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Monsignor Scanlan High School’s Cantad! choral group gave a crowd pleasing performance 
in Manhattan. Photo courtesy of Monsignor Scanlan High School

The Monsignor Scanlan High School premier choral group Cantad! performed at the High 
School Leadership Summit on Thursday, January 26 at the Mutual of America Building in 
NYC. Principals, presidents and board chairs attended the summit with the primary goal to 
invigorate all in their service to Catholic education. Musical director Stephen Johnson led 
Cantad!’s impressive performance showcasing the positive impact Catholic education has 
had on the whole person.

(Above Assemblyman Sepulveda (r) danced the night away with Julianna Perez. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.; Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda and Senator Jeff Klein celebrated 
Valentine’s Day with Castle Hill Senior Center residents on Saturday, February 11. The fun-
fi lled evening featured great music, food and friendship for everyone.





stein and a couple of the 
fi refi ghters had been dis-
cussing honoring Eugene 
with a similar fl ag.

Once Eugene passed 
away from cancer on Janu-
ary 23, Tom said he and the 
fi refi ghters decided to start 
working on the fl ag

Schoenstein said the en-
tire process took about fi ve 
days.

The group used an old, 
gray fi rehose which they 
cut and laid on 1-foot by 
3-foot plywood to make the 
fl ag’s stripes.

They then painted every 
other stripe red and left the 
other fi rehoses gray to give 
the fl ag a rustic look.

Finally, they painted 
the top left corner of the 
fl ag blue and placed white-
painted wooden stars 
on top of the blue back-
ground.

The fi re department 
presented the Lobbe fam-
ily with the fl ag during Eu-
gene’s February 4 wake.

“When I saw it, I fell 

in love with it,” said Tom 
Lobbe, “I wouldn’t have 
asked for this if I didn’t 
think my father deserved 
it.”

Lobbe said he has no re-
grets about his dad’s pass-
ing since he got to spend 
time with his father at Cal-
vary Hospital during his 
last days. 

In happier times they 
spent many a night watch-
ing Jeopardy and NFL foot-
ball games together.

Eugene was diagnosed 
with lung, trachea and 
brain cancer in August of 
2015.

Lobbe, who died at the 
age of 69, was originally 
told he had three months 
to live.

Tom, 47, said he remem-
bers his dad as a family 
man.

He recalls Eugene tell-
ing him to copy his best 
qualities when fathering 
his own children and re-
fraining from copying his 
worst qualities.

“It’s a lesson I live by ev-

eryday,” Tom said.
Tom, who has lived in 

Edgewater his entire life, 
was especially touched 
by the fi re department’s 
gesture because his dad 
wasn’t a fi refi ghter and the 
makers of the fl ag didn’t 
really know his father.

However, Schoenstein 

said the fi re department’s 
actions are indicative of 
Edgewater Park’s dedica-
tion to its residents.

“Edgewater Park is a 
very small tight-knit com-
munity,” said Schoen-
stein.

He added that when he 
had an almost-terminal 

illness at age 14, the com-
munity brought food to 
his house and visited his 
family to see how he was 
doing.

“I’ve witnessed fi rst-
hand what neighbors could 
do for each other,” he said.

Eugene Lobbe lived 
in Edgewater Park for 15 

years after moving to the 
Bronx from Yonkers in the 
early 70s. 

He was a mailman for 
30 years before retiring in 
the early 2000s.

He is survived by his 
wife Sheila, his sons Tom 
and Bryan and his daugh-
ter Jennifer.
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from Page 1

Edgewater Park Volunteer Hose Co. honors ‘Nam vet

Members of the Edgewater Park Volunteer Hose Company displayed the American fl ag they made using fi re hoses from 9/11 at the Eugene 
Lobbe memorial service at Schuyler Hill Funeral Home. Lobbe’s family and fi re department members assembled around the fl ag. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Students at P.S. 71 

gathered on Monday, Feb-
ruary 13, to listen to sto-
ries from Harlem native 
Rebekah Bieber, daugh-
ter and granddaughter of 
Holocaust survivors.

Beiber is a member of 
3GNY, an organization 
that gives children and 
grandchildren of Holo-
caust survivors a place 
to share their family’s’ 
experiences with one an-
other while also learn-
ing to share those same 
stories with students.

The eighth graders at 
P.S. 71 have been study-
ing the events surround-
ing the Holocaust for the 
last few weeks as part of 
their Social Studies cur-
riculum.

As she told her mother 
and grandmother’s story, 
Beiber had the attention 
of the 26 students in Sa-
mantha Lanaro’s eighth 
grade class.

Bieber related the 
story of her grandmother 

and grandfather - Irene 
and David Kozak - and 
her mother Mireille Bie-
ber who had to fight 
against the Nazi’s to 
staytogether.

Irene married David 
in 1940 before he went off 
to fight the Nazi’s in the 
French Army.

David was captured 
that same year and was 
forced to work with Ger-
man soldiers to decode 
morse code. 

Bieber said her grand-
father then escaped from 
the Nazi’s to southern 
France to be with his 
wife and where they felt 
safer.

There, the couple se-
cretly worked to help the 
Jewish community - Da-
vid as an ordained rabbi 
and Irene as a nurse for 
the Red Cross.

In 1944, they were cap-
tured again by the Nazi’s 
and imprisoned.

However, at that time 
Irene was pregnant and 
gave birth to Bieber’s 

mother Mireille while 
detained.

Bieber said her grand-
mother was able to smug-
gle the infant out of 
prison to Beiber’s great 
grandmother - whose 

name is also Rebekah - 
in France.

There, Bieber’s great 
grandmother raised 
Mireille and never let 
her leave the attic of 
their house in fear Nazi’s 

would find her.
That same year, 

while the Nazi’s were 
transporting Irene 
and David - along with 
many other Jews - by 
train to a concentration 
camp, the train station 
was bombed by British 
forces.

The couple escaped 
the train and lived in 
hiding until they were 
able to recover Mireille 
and live in a refu-
gee camp in northern 
France in 1945.

The eighth grade 
class stayed entralled 
throughout the story, 
shared  how much they 
knew about concentra-

tion camps and eagerly 
asked Bieber questions.

“I would have to go 
back and remember each 
individual class but they 
were the most engaged,” 
said Bieber. “They asked 
the most questions and 
most interesting ques-
tions.”

Ana Martinez, a 

teacher at P.S. 71, said 
the school doesn’t believe 
in common methods of 
teaching students.

“We don’t just open a 
textbook and say, ‘Read 
Page 35 and answer these 
questions,” said Marti-
nez. “It’s more engag-
ing.”

“We tell them that 
history books are writ-
ten by human beings 
and they have their own 
perspective and that per-
spective might not be 
the right perspective,” 
added Raquel Quesada, 
assistant principal for 
the middle school at P.S. 
71. “So as historians you 
have to investigate and 
come up with your own 
perspectives.”

Bieber was the first of 
five speakers who spoke 
about the Holocaust.

At a later time Que-
sada said the school 
hopes to have a speaker 
who has ancestors that 
were slaves discuss the 
horrors of slavery.

P.S. 71 students hear Holocaust stories

Rebekah Bieber, daughter of Holocaust survivor Mireille Bieber, 
talks to an eighth grade class at P.S. 71 about her family’s experi-
ences during the Holocaust. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

F
e

b
r

u
a

r
y

 1
9

, 2
0

1
7

   
1

6
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


