
BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Bronx High School of Sci-

ence student has earned na-
tional recognition for her re-
search project.

On Wednesday, January 4, 
Bronx High School of Science 
senior Isabella Greco was se-
lected among 40 fi nalists for 
the Regeneron Science Talent 
Search, the nation’s oldest and 
most prestigious pre-college 
science and mathematics com-
petition for her study, ‘The Ef-

fect of Gender Stereotype and 
Stereotype Inconsistency on 
False Memory of Occupation 
Descriptions’.

According to Regeneron, the 
fi nalists were selected based on 
their research project’s scien-
tifi c rigor and world-changing 
potential. 

Greco, a Concourse Village 
resident, researched gender ste-
reotyping and careers with the 
guidance of Fordham Univer-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Plans for a new Bronx Muslim 

Center on Amethyst Street have 
been resubmitted to address ear-
lier concerns, while plans for an-
other mosque in Allerton are on 
hold. 

The fi ling was submitted by 
the Bronx Muslim Center located 
on Rhinelander Avenue, to build 
a new, larger center just down 
the road on four vacant lots at 
1912-1920 Amethyst Street. 

The new facility is aimed at 
alleviating overcrowding at the 
popular mosque, said the cen-
ter’s attorney Michael Nacmias 
of the Eric Plotnik law fi rm. 

Nacmias is representing the 
project as it goes before Commu-
nity Board 11’s Land Use Com-
mittee.

“They (currently) have space 
that is good for about 150 people,” 
Macmias said. “But what hap-
pens during Friday prayers is 
people are actually on the street 
trying to pray because they can’t 
get into the building.”

The move to Amethyst will al-
low the entire congregation, esti-
mated at around 800 members, to 
pray at the location comfortably, 
he said.

Earlier proposals featured 
a three-story mosque that ex-
ceeded the zoning’s height re-
striction, which Macmias said 
has been addressed in the newest 
plans submitted. 

However the applicant is still 
asking for a waiver of the park-
ing requirement. No on-site park-
ing is planned. 

CB 11 Jeremy Warneke said 
while the height of the building 
was a concern, so too were the 
parking and quality of life is-
sues the new mosque may bring 
if built on a very narrow one-way  
street like Amethyst.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
More information is being re-

quested on the mayor’s proposed 
renovation of Rodman’s Neck. 

A possible city budget allocation 
of $275 million to rebuild the NYPD 
range and training facility at Rod-
man’s Neck in phases over ten years 
has some questioning just how – and 
how quickly – the sound attenuation 
that nearby communities have re-
quested for a generation will come 
to fruition. 

Mayor de Blasio made an offi cial 
announcement along with Council-
man James Vacca at a press confer-
ence at the facility on Tuesday, Jan-

uary 31. 
Barbara Dolensek, City Island 

Civic Association vice president, 
said the community group and 
Vacca had been doing the bulk of 
the advocacy to get sound attenuat-
ing included in the Rodman’s Neck 
rebuilding project, which police of-
fi cials believe is needed for training 
its police offi cers. 

“I am thrilled with the alloca-
tion, it did not happen over night 
and it did not come easy,” said 
Vacca, adding “I am going to insist 
that there be community input dur-
ing the design phase.”
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Questions arise over 
Rodman’s Neck upgrade

A Gift From The Heart

NOT SO FAST,
POLS TO BLAZ

2 mosques 
planned for 
CB 11 area

Children and their families got creative celebrating the approaching Val-
entine’s Day holiday during an arts and crafts event on Friday, February 3 
at the Mall at Bay Plaza. Children made a gift from the heart by creating 
sweetheart bear door hangers for their loved ones and enjoyed dancing 
and playing games at the fun-fi lled extravaganza. Dance contest winner 
Leila Lopez proudly displayed her Wonder Woman face paint design.

Photo by Miriam Quin

HS of Science senior a 
Regeneron fi nalist
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community Board 10 voted 

against some tweaks to the Vision 
Zero pedestrian safety improve-
ments already implemented in the 
Westchester Square commercial 
corridor. 

In a recent advisory vote, CB 
10 opposed a NYC Department of 
Transportation mitigation that 
would have reversed the direction 
of Frisby Avenue for one block-
between Benson Street and East 
Tremont Avenue.

The plan would also have made 
St. Raymond’s Avenue into a two-
way street between Williams-
bridge Road and East Tremont Av-
enue, with the loss of six parking 
spaces. 

It is unclear as of press time if 
DOT will accept the community 
board’s recommendations. 

The Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District is in fa-
vor of the proposed changes. 

The vote, taken at the monthly 
CB 10 full board meeting on Thurs-
day, January 19, would have sent 
more traffi c from the commercial 
corridor onto residential streets, 
they argued. 

The January 19 vote was 17 
against, six in favor, with six ab-

stentions, according to the board. 
CB 10 member and Zerega resi-

dent Hannah Acampora, who voted 
not to support the changes, was also 
concerned about the loss of parking 
spots. 

“When they sacrifi ce park-
ing spots, [residents] are the ones 
that lose them, because [shoppers 
park on residential streets],” said 
Acampora. 

Lisa Sorin, Westchester Square 
BID executive director, said that 
backups on Frisby Avenue ap-
proaching East Tremont Avenue 
have become commonplace, espe-
cially at peak times, perhaps be-
cause traffi c is not permitted to 
make a left onto East Tremont Av-
enue. 

“The cars are stuck, especially 
during school hours,” she said of 

traffi c issues on Frisby Avenue, 
adding “It just piles up into this 
massive, congested blockage at 
that corner.” 

The reversal of St. Raymond 
Avenue is necessary to stop vehi-
cles from making illegal U-turns 
or cutting through parking lots, 
said Sorin. 

It has become necessary not 
only because of the problematic 

turns, but also because Silver 
Street drivers cannot make a left 
turn to enter the Westchester 
Square business area, only a right 
turn is permitted, she said. 

Another Zerega resident and 
CB 10 board member, Bob Bieder, 
voted in favor of the changes be-
cause he said he trusts that the 
BID knows what’s needed. 

“I voted in favor of it because I 
have faith in the BID and the peo-
ple who run the BID,” said Bieder. 
“They are there every day.” 

Bieder said he believes that 
overall, the board members pres-
ent voted against the two changes 
because they were concerned not 
only about increased traffi c on res-
idential blocks, but also because 
taking away parking anywhere is 
“very diffi cult” to support.

In a statement, a DOT spokes-
woman said that the agency “was 
planning to meet with stakehold-
ers to learn more about their con-
cerns to readjust the plan.”

Starting in 2015, pedestrian 
islands were constructed in 
Westchester Square and changes in 
traffi c patterns were implemented 
to make the commercial corridor 
more pedestrian friendly as part of 
the citywide Vision Zero initiative. 

CB 10 opposes Westchester Sq. road changes

As part of the proposal, DOT would make St. Raymond Avenue, currently a one-way street in the Westchester Square BID’s 
service area, into a two-way street, eliminating  parking spaces on one side of the street. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department 
of Health. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract 
renewal. A sales person will be present with information and appli-
cations. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220. Visit us at 
www.agewellnewyork.com AgeWell New York complies with applicable 
Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of races, 
color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Age-Well New York cumple 
con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina 
por motivos de raza, color, nacionali-dad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. 

AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 ATTENTION: If 
you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos 
de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-
1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  1-866-586-8044 (TTY 1-800-662-1220)
H4922_DA_4002 Accepted 01142017

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

You can enroll in a plan all year round!
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to discuss the benefits of 
AgeWell New York’s Medicare Advantage Plans. 

Attend one of our seminars at a diner in your community and learn about your enrollment options and 
covered benefits including doctor visits, transportation, fitness program, prescription drugs and more.

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Junior’s Restaurant - Flatbush Avenue Ext.

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
5 Star Restaurant - E. Tremont Avenue

Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street



Both Dolensek and Vacca 
said more information about 
the details and timetable are 
needed.

Separately, Senator Jeff 
Klein, Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto and Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj, who 
wrote to the mayor about the 
planned allocation in a letter 
dated January 31, have all re-
quested more information. 

Their letter noted that the 
multi-million dollar commit-
ment, which would include 
six new ranges with sound 
controls that the mayor said 
would reduce noise from the 
range in nearby communities 
to ambient levels, is an ambi-
tious goal for the next fi ve to 
seven years, and one “that 
previous administrations 
have been unable to fulfi ll.” 

The letter stated that the 
three electeds have “been 
vocal about the negative im-
pacts the range presents to lo-
cal communities” and urged 
the noise pollution and metal 
contamination removal parts 
of the massive overhaul be 
completed earlier in the time 
frame. 

Klein said he would like to 

know how the city concluded 
that gunfi re noise in nearby 
communities could be re-
duced to ambient levels, and 
thinks the construction of six 
new pistol ranges with sound 
baffl ing, a part of a much 
larger project, should be com-
pleted earlier on. 

“The (gun noise) has been 
something that City Island-
ers have had to suffer and 
bear for an awful long time,” 
said Klein. “If we can allevi-
ate that as quickly as pos-
sible, that is really our top 
priority.” 

The senator also wants to 
see an environmental impact 
statement on the surround-
ing community. 

For Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, who said he lived on 
City Island for over a decade, 
environmental concerns and 
the overall effectiveness of 
sound mitigation stemming 
from the project are top is-
sues. 

“Our concern is that we 
make sure that $275 million 
is going to cover everything, 
and that the money is spent 
wisely,” said Gjonaj, added he 
wants to ensure that the re-
duction is signifi cant.

Another priority that all 
three lawmakers stated they 
would like to see addressed is 
the future of the NYPD bomb 
detonation unit, which is cur-
rently housed at Rodman’s 
Neck. 

“There is still a lot more 
to do, such as cleaning up 
the contamination of our soil 
and water way and fi nding 
another home for the bomb 
detonation unit,” said Bene-
detto.

Given the fact that the 
range was slated in 2007 to be 
moved to Queens, a plan that 
was later scuttled, some on 
City Island are doubtful that 
the sound remediation will 
even occur. 

“Anything to get more 
information (on the plan) is 
helpful,” said John Doyle, a 
CICA board member, adding 
“until there is a shovel in the 
ground,” there should not be 
any celebration. 

He believes that future 
mayors during the ten-year 
time frame, he or she could 
remove the funding for all 
or part of the Rodman’s Neck 
project even if it is allocated 
in this coming year’s fi scal 
budget. 
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Mayor de Blasio examines bullet resistant windows on police cars with James O’Neill, NYPD commis-
sioner and cops at Rodman’s Neck. This was before a press conference on Wednesday, February 1 
where the mayor spoke of the future of Rodman’s Neck and a possible $275 million budget allocation 
for the major reconstruction of the NYPD facility. Photo courtesy of Mayor de Blasio’s offi ce

Not so fast, pols to Blaz; questions 
arise over Rodman’s Neck upgrade

2 mosques planned for CB 11 area

Plans to convert a house at 2501 Laconia Avenue into a mosque have stalled. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

“A bigger building there 
will mean more people and 
less room,” he said. “Dur-
ing services there will be 
more people and more traf-
fi c. There is no parking, and 
people will park illegally, or 
they might leave garbage.”

Macmias said area busi-
ness owners have offered to 
let congregation members 
park in their parking lots 
on Fridays afternoons, and 
that many members walk. 

The majority of the 
members live within a 
mile of both sites in the 
area around Rhinelander 
Avenue that has become 
a hotspot for halal restau-
rants, markets and retail 
stores. 

But Macmias said the 
congregation has worked 
to fi t into the diverse Van 
Nest community.

“They are very con-
scientious neighbors,” he 
said. “They are trying to 

do the best they can for the 
community and for their 
own members.”

Meanwhile, plans for 
another mosque at 2501 La-
conia Avenue in Allerton 
seem to have stalled in the 
application process.

The two-story brick 
house, located at 2501 Laco-
nia Avenue, sits at the busy 
intersection with Mace 
Avenue and is two blocks 
away from a stretch of Wil-
liamsbridge Road with a 
strong retail presence. 

A United States Post 
Offi ce and the popular 
Mazzei playground are 
also nearby, making park-
ing spaces an already pre-
cious commodity. 

The property is zoned  
R4.

The home was pur-
chased by Sagir Chaudhry 
in April of 2015, who sub-
mitted plans to convert the 
building into a mosque in 
March of last year. 

That permit was re-
jected by the NYC De-
partment of Buildings on 
Monday, January 9 due to 
the application being in-
complete at the time of the 
scheduled plan exam, ac-
cording to a department 
spokesman. 

Chaudhry can schedule 
another examination once 
the application is com-
plete. 

He could not be reached 
for comment.

Warneke said inspec-
tors found work had been 
done to remove a wall and 
staircase in the home with-
out a permit, and that a 
complaint had been fi led in 
December. 

He said he was waiting 
on an update on the project 
from the DOB. 

A separate permit was 
issued on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 3 for the installation of 
a temporary construction 
fence around the property. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

from Page 1
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS
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NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years as a pharmacist, I’m happy 

of their customers.”
Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS Rph Pharmacist

FREE DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030

Here

We Now Accept WIC

911 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group of borough organiza-

tions have played a hand, along 
with community culinary input, 
in creating a salad as unique and 
fl avorful as the borough itself. 

The Bronx Salad, an effort to 
create a green dish to represent 
the borough for New York City’s 
Restaurant Week and as a vehi-
cle for fast growing immigrant 
businesses to market them-
selves, is a proactive response 
to the borough’s placing last 
out of 62 New York State coun-
ties in the Robert Wood Johnson 
County Health Rankings Re-
port, its boosters said. 

The effort to make a healthy 
and culturally refl ective dish, 
dovetailing with Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz Jr.’s #not62 
health campaign, was the brain-
child of several different bor-
ough organizations and individ-
uals, and is now on sale at food 
vendors and restaurants. 

The South Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration; the United Business Co-
operative, an SoBRO initiative 
for immigrant business owners; 
and Bronx Health Reach, which 

polled borough residents as to 
the ingredients to use, all took 
part in the salad’s creation, said 
Jamila Diaz, SoBro vice presi-
dent. 

“The Bronx Salad came about 
to help (people) understand that 
the population is changing in 
the Bronx,” she said. “Not only 
in the fact that we are becoming 

more diverse and we have new 
groups that want to come into 
the Bronx, but also that people 
are aware, educated and would 
love to change their lifestyle in 
terms of health.” 

The Bronx Salad was fi rst 
created in 2016, but it was pro-
moted heavily during restau-
rant week this past year, she 
said.

Some business owners in 
UBC believe that opportunities 
may exist down the line to man-
ufacture and market it to major 
food distributors or airlines, 
said Diaz. 

The Bronx Salad contains 
black beans, mango, red pep-
pers, avocado, corn and red on-
ions. 

It also includes black olives, 
plantain chips, tomatoes, cilan-
tro, lettuce and kale. 

According to SoBRO, many 
locally sourced ingredients are 
used, including some ingredi-
ents from a local community 
garden that are harvested by 
youth.

According to published re-
ports from the salad’s initial 
2016 launch, Chef King Phojana-

kong played a role in its formula-
tion, and it is sometimes served 
topped with the locally-sourced 
Bronx Greenmarket Hot Sauce. 

The Bronx Salad was re-
cently featured on the Blox.Tv, a 
new online news channel about 
the south Bronx created by 
Round Seven, a Bronx-based de-
velopment and production com-
pany founded by Marco Shalma 
and Gillian Todd.

The two-minute segment 
was part of Blox.Tv’s Bloxpedia 
series that showcases various 
borough attractions said Todd, 
stating that the video was re-
leased in conjunction with the 
citywide restaurant week. 

According to SoBRO the 
salad is available in several 
places, including: Mott Haven 
Bar & Grill at 1 Bruckner Bou-
levard; Delmys at 456 East 149 
Street; Mexicosina at 503 Jack-
son Avenue; Don Pancho Steak 
House at 43 Bruckner Bou-
levard; Viktoria Italian Res-
taurant at 3114 Third Avenue; 
Angel’s Healthy Soul Food, 555 
Bergen Avenue and Fine Fare 
Supermarket at 459 East 149th 
Street.  

The Bronx Salad is a 5-star tasty mix

The Bronx Salad is a colorful and deliciously tasty treat! 
 Photo courtesy of SoBro
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ACHIEVE
3 TO 6 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
IN ONE YEAR!!!

“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S READING PROBLEM
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A weekend drug raid late last 

month that led to 72 indictments 
and the confi scation of 53 pounds 
of heroin is the latest in the ongo-
ing effort to curb the opioid epi-
demic in the borough. 

The Bronx district attorney’s 
offi ce announced the raid, which 
was carried out Saturday, Janu-
ary 28, in conjunction with the 
NYPD and the Drug Enforcement 
Agency. 

The 32 defendants named 
were indicted on charges includ-
ing multiple charges ranging 
from second and fourth-degree 
conspiracy to third-degree crim-
inal possession of a controlled 
substance to operating as a major 
traffi cker, an A-1 felony.

Eighteen of the 32 defendants 
indicted call the Bronx home. 

Twenty-two of them have al-
ready been arrested, while two 
are already incarcerated on sep-
arate charges. 

The operation brought her-
oin and fentanyl, a prescription 
opioid far more powerful than 
heroin, from Honduras through 
Guatemala and then Mexico to 
Los Angeles, CA. 

The drugs were then packed 

onto tractor-trailers in hidden 
spaces such as wheel wells while 
the trucks were loaded with legal 
goods and driven to Pennsylva-
nia or the New York City area.

“This operation spanned 
three countries and traffi cked 
drugs 5,200 miles,” stated Dis-
trict Attorney Darcel Clark.  “No 
matter –we will go wherever in-
vestigations take us to eradicate 
this scourge that has destroyed 
lives here in the Bronx and 
across the nation.”  

The D.A.’s offi ce is also suing 
the defendants for $10.5 million 
in profi ts from the illicit opera-
tions.  

The indictment dates back to 
February of 2016, when one of 
the defendants, Juan Santiago, 
22, of the Bronx, sold crack co-
caine to an undercover offi cer at 
the corner of Morris Avenue and 
McClellan Street. 

The investigation included 
numerous recorded phone calls 
between defendants recorded 
over the course of eight months 
in which they discussed drug 
transactions being planned or 
implemented in the Bronx.

Two brothers - Steven Rivera, 
40, of the Bronx, and Daniel Ri-

vera, 34, of Manhattan – who com-
municated with other defendants 
via phone and text message, over-
saw the operation.  

Jason Alvarez, 37, of Fort 
Lee, NJ, whose family owns the 
Dominican restaurant Celia’s 
on West Fordham Road, was ar-

raigned for the delivery of the 
drugs to the United States, ac-
cording to court documents.

“His mother owns the restau-
rant, but he is involved with run-
ning it,” said  D.A. spokeswoman 
Patrice O’Shaughnessy. 

Alvarez was never seen carry-

ing out drug transactions in his 
family’s establishment, but was 
seen carrying out drug-related 
business while he was there 
and was eventually arrested 
while leaving the restaurant, 
O’Shaughnessy said,

There are no plans to attempt 
to seize assets of the restaurant, 
she added. 

Alvarez was recorded carry-
ing out business at the restau-
rant, according to the indict-
ment. 

Alvarez, along with fellow 
defendants Vianet Espinal and 
Cynthia Alegria, drove to Penn-
sylvania to pick up a large ship-
ment in April of 2016, according 
to the indictment.

Among other conversations 
recorded was one in October 2016 
in which a defendant, Jeanette 
Sotomayor, 35, of the Bronx, was 
going to smuggle narcotics into 
Mohawk Correctional Facility in 
the city of Rome in central New 
York to give to Steven Rivera.

Fifteen Bronx residents were 
arrested in October of last year 
as part of a separate heroin 
crackdown carried out under 
the offi ces of New York Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman.

Multi-agency heroin raid yields 72 indictments

District Attorney Darcel Clark announces a major heroin operation bust that oc-
curred in late January. The heroin and fentanyl was shipped from Mexico to New 
York using tractor-trailers. Photo courtesy of District Attorney Darcel Clark’s Offi ce

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 19th Annual 

Throggs Neck St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade will 
honor three religious 
women who have made 
a difference serving in 
community ministries, 
as well celebrating scores 
of community groups and 
Irish-American heritage. 

Being honored along 
with grand marshal 
Derek Woods as the pa-
rade steps off at noon on 
Sunday, March 12 from 
East Tremont and Lafay-
ette avenues are three 
members of the Domini-
can Sisters of Sparkill: 
Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary, 
Sr. Peggy Gannon and Sr. 
Betty McLaughlin. 

Sr. Joan Marie is a 
volunteer and Eucharis-
tic minister to the home-
bound at St. Frances de 
Chantal and a volun-
teer friendly visitor at 
Jeanne Jugan Residence; 
Sr. Peggy is a friendly 
visitor volunteer at both 

St. Frances and Jeanne 
Jugan and Sr. Betty is in-
volved in outreach at St. 
Benedict’s Church where 
she runs support groups 
and visits the home-
bound and sick to distrib-
ute Communion.

In a joint statement, 
Sr. Peggy or Sr. Joan Ma-
rie stated that they ap-
preciate that people in 
the community recog-
nize the Dominican Sis-
ters of Sparkill’s contri-
butions to the borough, 
where they have worked 
since 1899. 

“(We) feel happy and 
proud to be selected as 
honored religious as we 
have always treasured 
our Irish ancestors and 
heritage,” stated the two 
sisters, adding that they 
first attended the pa-
rade in 1998 when it was 
“small but very spirited” 
and have seen it grow 
with many community 
groups and leaders feel-
ing a sense of warmth, 

unity and Irish pride. 
Sr. Peggy grew up 

in the borough and has 
worked in ministries at 

St. Joseph’s on Bathgate 
Avenue, Cathedral High 
School’s Sts. Peter and 
Paul branch, St. John 

Chrysostom and Mon-
signor Scanlan High 
School. 

Sr. Joan’s parents im-
migrated from County 
Kerry in Ireland in 1927 
and she was the former 
Our Lady of Mercy Med-
ical Center’s pastoral 
minister. 

Sr. Betty was a teacher 
at Aquinas High School 
for more than three de-
cades, and has been a 
Sparkill religious sister 
for 55 years. 

At St. Benedict’s for a 
decade, she has run sup-
port groups for people 
dealing with cancer and 
bereavement, as well as 
ministering to the in-
firm throughout the sur-
rounding communities, 
she said. 

Sr. Betty said that she 
loves being on the steps 
of St. Benedict’s Church 
after Sunday masses, 
which is where she gets 
her news about the com-
munity, adding that it 

is an honor to be recog-
nized by the parade.  

“It is extremely hum-
bling,” she said. “I am 
not used to being in the 
limelight.”

Parade committee 
member Karin O’Conner 
said that the selection 
of honorees, including 
honored religious comes 
through the committee 
members’ community in-
teractions. 

She added that as of 
press time, the following 
bands, school and com-
munity groups have con-
firmed, with many more 
to be included as the pa-
rade date nears: New 
York State Courts Pipes 
and Drums, Elevator Con-
structors Local One Pipes 
and Drums, NYC Transit 
Pipes and Drums, FDNY 
Pipes, Irish Free School 
of Dancing, St. Catha-
rine’s Academy, Preston 
High School and St. Ray-
mond’s elementary and 
high schools.

3 religious honorees at TN St. Pat’s Parade

Two religious honorees for the 19th Annual Throggs Neck St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade: Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary (l) and Sr. Peggy Gannon 
in County Kerry, Ireland. Photo courtesy of Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary
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sity psychology professor 
Dr. Mitchell Rabinowitz.

With Dr. Rabinowitz’s 
assistance, she examined 
the impact gender associ-
ation and gender stereo-
type inconsistency had 
on a person’s ability to 
precisely recall an indi-
vidual’s occupation.

“I chose this topic be-
cause stereotypes are 
something that affect us 
all to such an extent that 
they have a sometimes 
subtle, sometimes not-
so-subtle, impact on our 
everyday life,” expressed 
Greco.

She was inspired to 
learn how stereotyping 
infl uences people’s per-
ceptions and the possible 
mechanics behind this 
infl uence.

Her extensive study 
was conducted over four 
to fi ve months which in-
cluded data collection, 
analysis and interpreta-
tion.

Greco had men and 
women complete a four 
part Mechanical Turk 
online survey for her re-
search project.

The survey started 
with six short biogra-
phies detailing individu-
als in their occupation 
which varied in the gen-
der association of the job 
and the employee.

A distraction task was 
implemented to test its 
impact on participants’ 
cognitive performances.

The participants then 
answered a series of ques-
tions testing their long-
term memory to distin-
guish between true and 
false statements from the 
original biographies.

Finally, the test sub-
jects answered a short set 
of questions asking about 
their own demographic 
information. 

According to Greco, 
the study’s most major 
fi nding was that any job 
mostly associated with 

women such as a nurse 
had a higher rate of false 
memory compared to any 
job associated with men 
like an engineer.

These results were the 
same whether the person 
holding the ‘feminine’ oc-
cupation was a man or 
woman. 

“You would hope there 
wouldn’t be any biases 
discovered, but if there 
were you would expect 
them from men,” said 
Dr. Rabinowitz. “How-
ever, from this study it 
seems implicit bias is 
just as prevalent among 
women.” 

Implicit bias refers to 
attitudes or stereotypes 
affecting people’s under-
standing, actions and de-
cisions in an unconscious 
manner.

These pervasive and 
malleable associations 
held in the subconscious 
cause people to have feel-
ings or attitudes about 
others based on such 

characteristics as race, 
ethnicity, gender, age and 
appearance.

This March, Greco 
and her fellow Regen-
eron fi nalists will visit 
Washington, D.C. to pres-

ent their research, meet 
National Geographic So-
ciety scientists and un-
dergo fi nal judging.

She will also vie for 
one of the top ten awards 
ranging from $40,000 to 

$250,000 for the fi rst place 
prize.

The top winners will 
be announced at a formal 
awards gala on Tuesday, 
March 14 inside the Na-
tional Building Museum.
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HS of Science senior a Regeneron fi nalist

Isabella Greco was named one of 40 Regeneron Science Talent Search fi nalists for her impressive 
study examining the effect of gender stereotyping and stereotype inconsistency on false memories 
of occupation descriptions. Photo courtesy of Isabella Greco

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Procida Companies is 

in the process of develop-
ing a two-building, 206-unit 
mixed-use project to Union-
port.

The 2047 Newbold Av-
enue project, called the 
Westchester Muse, will 
feature a 10-story building 
on Newbold Avenue and 
an 11-story building facing 
Westchester Avenue.

According to Peter Pro-
cida, an associate of the 
company and the son of 
CEO Mario Procida, they 
purchased the parcel in 
2015.

Once completed, the 
Westchester Avenue build-
ing will neighbor a 134-unit 
affordable housing building 
already constructed at 2040 
Westchester Avenue. 

The 10-story building 
will have 124 residential 
units above 1,350 square 
feet of community facility 
space.

Procida said the fi rm en-
visions the space possibly 
being used as a small doc-
tor’s offi ce or an afterschool 
tutoring program.

The taller building will 
have 82 residential units 
above 7,413 square feet of 
retail space on the ground 
fl oor.

According to Procida, 
the company is market-
ing that space as a grocery 
store.

“We wanted to build 
something that serves the 
community well,” said Pro-
cida.

Exactly half of the proj-
ect’s residential units, 103, 
will be affordable housing.

“I think affordable 
housing is of the utmost 
importance,” said Procida. 
“You sort of see in some 
of the other boroughs con-
cerns over gentrifi cation 
and that’s becoming more 
and more of a hot button is-
sue here in the Bronx.”

“To have permanently 
affordable units at the dif-
ferent levels of the area’s 
median income is a good 
way to preserve affordable 
housing for families and in-
dividuals in the Bronx,” he 
added.

The project is being built 
under the city’s new Manda-

tory Inclusionary Housing 
program which provides 
additional fl oor bonuses in 
return for the developer’s 
willingness to include af-
fordable housing units to 
the building.

William Rivera, district 
manager for Community 
Board 9, said the commu-
nity board was very much 
in favor of the new afford-
able housing.

According to Rivera, the 

board voted 19-6 on Thurs-
day, January 19, to support 
the development.

Procida Companies had 
to go before the community 
board as part of the Uni-
form Land Review Process 

to rezone the lot from an R5 
- the area’s current zoning - 
to an R6.

Now that CB9 has given 
its approval, the project is 
in Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz’s offi ce.

The borough president 
has 30 days to make his de-
cision.

From there it will have 
to be approved by City Plan-
ning and the City Council.

Most of the properties on 
Newbold between Olmstead 
and Pugsley avenues are 
modest 2-story homes.

When asked about the 
presence of a much taller 
building in the area, Pro-
cida pointed out parts of 
the block had already been 
rezoned.

The stretch of Newbold 
already includes a four-
story apartment building 
on the corner of Pugsley Av-
enue and Newbold Avenue 
and a six-story apartment 
building facing Olmstead 
Avenue.

Procida expects a June  
start date and expects the 
project to take about two 
years to complete.

206-unit housing project coming to Newbold Ave.

Rendering of a 10-story building on Newbold Avenue which will be a part of a two-building 206-unit 
mixed-use project. Photo Courtesy of Procida Companies
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