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Questions arise over Rodman’s Neck upgrade

A Gift From The Heart

NOT SO FAST,
POLS TO BLAZ

Continued on Page 68

Continued on Page 68

2 mosques planned for CB 11 area
BY ARTHUR CUSANO

Plans for a new Bronx 
Muslim Center on Amethyst 
Street have been resubmit-
ted to address earlier con-
cerns, while plans for an-
other mosque in Allerton are 
on hold. 

The fi ling was submitted 
by the Bronx Muslim Center 
located on Rhinelander Av-
enue, to build a new, larger 
center just down the road on 
four vacant lots at 1912-1920 
Amethyst Street. 

The new facility is aimed 
at alleviating overcrowding 
at the popular mosque, said 

the center’s attorney Michael 
Nacmias of the Eric Plotnik 
law fi rm. 

Nacmias is representing 
the project as it goes before 
Community Board 11’s Land 
Use Committee.

“They (currently) have 
space that is good for about 
150 people,” Macmias said. 
“But what happens during 
Friday prayers is people are 
actually on the street trying 
to pray because they can’t get 
into the building.”

The move to Amethyst will 
allow the entire congrega-
tion, estimated at around 800 

members, to pray at the loca-
tion comfortably, he said.

Earlier proposals featured 
a three-story mosque that ex-
ceeded the zoning’s height 
restriction, which Macmias 
said has been addressed in 
the newest plans submitted. 

However the applicant is 
still asking for a waiver of 
the parking requirement. No 
on-site parking is planned. 

CB 11 Jeremy Warneke 
said while the height of the 
building was a concern, so 
too were the parking and 

Children and their families got creative celebrating the approach-
ing Valentine’s Day holiday during an arts and crafts event on 
Friday, February 3 at the Mall at Bay Plaza. Children made a gift 
from the heart by creating sweetheart bear door hangers for 
their loved ones and enjoyed dancing and playing games at the 
fun-fi lled extravaganza. Dance contest winner Leila Lopez proudly 
displayed her Wonder Woman face paint design.
See more photos on page 49.             Photo by Miriam Quin

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
More information is being re-

quested on the mayor’s proposed 
renovation of Rodman’s Neck. 

A possible city budget allo-
cation of $275 million to rebuild 
the NYPD range and training 
facility at Rodman’s Neck in 
phases over ten years has some 
questioning just how – and how 
quickly – the sound attenuation 
that nearby communities have 
requested for a generation will 
come to fruition. 

Mayor de Blasio made an of-
fi cial announcement along with 
Councilman James Vacca at a 
press conference at the facility 
on Tuesday, January 31. 

Barbara Dolensek, City Is-
land Civic Association vice 
president, said the community 
group and Vacca had been doing 
the bulk of the advocacy to get 

sound attenuating included in 
the Rodman’s Neck rebuilding 
project, which police offi cials 
believe is needed for training its 
police offi cers. 

“I am thrilled with the al-
location, it did not happen over 
night and it did not come easy,” 
said Vacca, adding “I am go-
ing to insist that there be com-
munity input during the design 
phase.”

Both Dolensek and Vacca 
said more information about 
the details and timetable are 
needed.

Separately, Senator Jeff 
Klein, Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto and Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj, who wrote to the 
mayor about the planned alloca-
tion in a letter dated January 31, 
have all requested more infor-
mation. 

Their letter noted that the 
multi-million dollar commit-
ment, which would include six 
new ranges with sound con-
trols that the mayor said would 
reduce noise from the range in 
nearby communities to ambi-
ent levels, is an ambitious goal 
for the next fi ve to seven years, 
and one “that previous admin-
istrations have been unable to 
fulfi ll.” 

The letter stated that the 
three electeds have “been vocal 
about the negative impacts the 
range presents to local commu-
nities” and urged the noise pol-
lution and metal contamination 
removal parts of the massive 
overhaul be completed earlier in 
the time frame. 

Klein said he would like to 
know how the city concluded 
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BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Bronx High School of 

Science student has earned 
national recognition for her 
research project.

On Wednesday, January 4, 
Bronx High School of Science 
senior Isabella Greco was se-
lected among 40 fi nalists for 
the Regeneron Science Tal-
ent Search, the nation’s oldest 
and most prestigious pre-col-
lege science and mathemat-
ics competition for her study, 
‘The Effect of Gender Stereo-
type and Stereotype Inconsis-
tency on False Memory of Oc-
cupation Descriptions’.

According to Regeneron, 
the fi nalists were selected 
based on their research proj-
ect’s scientifi c rigor and 
world-changing potential. 

Greco, a Concourse Vil-
lage resident, researched gen-
der stereotyping and careers 
with the guidance of Ford-
ham University psychology 
professor Dr. Mitchell Rabi-
nowitz.

With Dr. Rabinowitz’s as-
sistance, she examined the 
impact gender association 
and gender stereotype incon-
sistency had on a person’s 

HS of Science senior a Regeneron fi nalist
ability to precisely recall an 
individual’s occupation.

“I chose this topic because 
stereotypes are something 
that affect us all to such an 
extent that they have a some-
times subtle, sometimes 
not-so-subtle, impact on our 
everyday life,” expressed 
Greco.

She was inspired to learn 
how stereotyping infl uences 
people’s perceptions and the 
possible mechanics behind 
this infl uence.

Her extensive study was 
conducted over four to fi ve 
months which included data 
collection, analysis and inter-
pretation.

Greco had men and women 
complete a four part Mechan-
ical Turk online survey for 
her research project.

The survey started with 
six short biographies detail-
ing individuals in their oc-
cupation which varied in the 
gender association of the job 
and the employee.

A distraction task was im-
plemented to test its impact 
on participants’ cognitive 
performances.

The participants then an-

swered a series of questions 
testing their long-term mem-
ory to distinguish between 
true and false statements from 
the original biographies.

Finally, the test subjects 
answered a short set of ques-
tions asking about their own 
demographic information. 

According to Greco, the 
study’s most major fi nding 

was that any job mostly as-
sociated with women such as 
a nurse had a higher rate of 
false memory compared to 
any job associated with men 
like an engineer.

These results were the 
same whether the person 
holding the ‘feminine’ occu-
pation was a man or woman. 

“You would hope there 

wouldn’t be any biases dis-
covered, but if there were 
you would expect them from 
men,” said Dr. Rabinowitz. 
“However, from this study it 
seems implicit bias is just as 
prevalent among women.” 

Implicit bias refers to atti-
tudes or stereotypes affecting 
people’s understanding, ac-
tions and decisions in an un-
conscious manner.

These pervasive and mal-
leable associations held in 
the subconscious cause peo-
ple to have feelings or atti-
tudes about others based on 
such characteristics as race, 
ethnicity, gender, age and ap-
pearance.

This March, Greco and 
her fellow Regeneron fi nalists 
will visit Washington, D.C. to 
present their research, meet 
National Geographic Society 
scientists and undergo fi nal 
judging.

She will also vie for one of 
the top ten awards ranging 
from $40,000 to $250,000 for 
the fi rst place prize.

The top winners will be an-
nounced at a formal awards 
gala on Tuesday, March 14 
inside the National Building 

Isabella Greco was named one of 40 Regeneron Science Talent Search 
fi nalists for her impressive study examining the effect of gender stereo-
typing and stereotype inconsistency on false memories of occupation 
descriptions. Photo courtesy of Isabella Greco



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 10-16, 20174    BTR

Your Neighborhood — Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
3604 E. Tremont Ave., 

Bronx, NY 10465
To Subscribe:

(718) 260-4595
General Phone:
(718) 260-4595

General Fax:
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 260-4597

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 260-4597
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 260-4593

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) 
is published weekly by Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc., a subsidiary of  News 
Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. 
Copyright © 2017. Periodicals  postage 
rate is being paid at the Bronx, N.Y. 
Post Offi ce. Subscriptions $15.00 per 
year. Postmaster, Send address changes 
to Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 East 
Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465. 
ISSN #8750-4499.

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

CCCCCCOCOCOCOCOOOCOCOCOCCOCCCOCCCONSNNSNSNSNSSSNNNSSULTULTULTULTULTULTUU TUULTU TU TATIATIATIATIATIATITITTIATIATITATITTIIATIIIITIIIITIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONSNSNSNNNNNNNSNSSNNNNNNN

COMCOMCOMOMCOMCOMMMMOMMEE VE VE VEE VE IIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSIT ITIT IIT ITTTITT TITITTITTITT UUUUUUUUSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
IIIIIIIINNNNNNNNN O OU OUOUOU OU OUOOUUOO R RR RR RR RRRR R R NNNNNNNNNNEW EWEWEWEWEWEW EW EWEWEWWEWW WWWWWWWWWW 

MOMOMMOMOMOMOOOOOMOMOOOMOODDDDDDDEREREREEREREREREREREREREREREEREERERNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN O O O OOOOOOOOFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFIIIIIIIIIIICCCCCCCCCCCCEEE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVLL D.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARRE

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter will publish your 
announcements. Send announcements along with 
photo, to: Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or e-mail Bronxtimes@
aol.com. Please include contact information. 

Hello readers and welcome to another edi-
tion of Around Town. 

U.S. Marine 

Earns Citizenship 

Pvt. Oliver Martinez Diaz, who hails from 
the borough and was originally from the Domin-
ican Republic, was made a U.S. Citizen when he 
completed his recruit training recently at Par-
ris Island, SC, the U.S. Marines report. 

Before being made naturalized U.S. citizens 
applicants must demonstrate knowledge of the 
English language and American government, 
show good moral character and take an oath of 
allegiance to the U.S. Constitution.

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community Board 10 voted 

against some tweaks to the Vi-
sion Zero pedestrian safety 
improvements already imple-
mented in the Westchester 
Square commercial corridor. 

In a recent advisory vote, 
CB 10 opposed a NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation mit-
igation that would have re-
versed the direction of Frisby 
Avenue for one blockbetween 
Benson Street and East Trem-
ont Avenue.

The plan would also have 
made St. Raymond’s Avenue 
into a two-way street between 
Williamsbridge Road and East 
Tremont Avenue, with the loss 
of six parking spaces. 

It is unclear as of press 
time if DOT will accept the 
community board’s recom-
mendations. 

The Westchester Square 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict is in favor of the proposed 
changes. 

The vote, taken at the 
monthly CB 10 full board meet-
ing on Thursday, January 19, 
would have sent more traffi c 
from the commercial corridor 
onto residential streets, they 

CB 10 opposes Westchester Sq. road changes
argued. 

The January 19 vote was 17 
against, six in favor, with six 
abstentions, according to the 
board. 

CB 10 member and Zerega 
resident Hannah Acampora, 
who voted not to support the 
changes, was also concerned 
about the loss of parking spots. 

“When they sacrifi ce park-
ing spots, [residents] are the 
ones that lose them, because 
[shoppers park on residential 
streets],” said Acampora. 

Lisa Sorin, Westchester 
Square BID executive di-
rector, said that backups on 
Frisby Avenue approaching 
East Tremont Avenue have 
become commonplace, espe-
cially at peak times, perhaps 
because traffi c is not permit-
ted to make a left onto East 
Tremont Avenue. 

“The cars are stuck, espe-
cially during school hours,” 
she said of traffi c issues on 
Frisby Avenue, adding “It just 
piles up into this massive, con-
gested blockage at that cor-
ner.” 

The reversal of St. Ray-
mond Avenue is necessary to 
stop vehicles from making ille-

gal U-turns or cutting through 
parking lots, said Sorin. 

It has become necessary 
not only because of the prob-
lematic turns, but also because 
Silver Street drivers cannot 
make a left turn to enter the 
Westchester Square business 
area, only a right turn is per-
mitted, she said. 

Another Zerega resident 
and CB 10 board member, 
Bob Bieder, voted in favor of 
the changes because he said 
he trusts that the BID knows 

what’s needed. 
“I voted in favor of it be-

cause I have faith in the BID 
and the people who run the 
BID,” said Bieder. “They are 
there every day.” 

Bieder said he believes that 
overall, the board members 
present voted against the two 
changes because they were 
concerned not only about in-
creased traffi c on residential 
blocks, but also because tak-
ing away parking anywhere is 
“very diffi cult” to support.

In a statement, a DOT 
spokeswoman said that the 
agency “was planning to meet 
with stakeholders to learn 
more about their concerns to 
readjust the plan.”

Starting in 2015, pedes-
trian islands were constructed 
in Westchester Square and 
changes in traffi c patterns 
were implemented to make the 
commercial corridor more pe-
destrian friendly as part of the 
citywide Vision Zero initia-
tive. 

As part of the proposal, DOT would make St. Raymond Avenue, currently a one-way street in the Westchester 
Square BID’s service area, into a two-way street, eliminating  parking spaces on one side of the street. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a 
Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department 
of Health. Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract 
renewal. A sales person will be present with information and appli-
cations. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings call 866-586-8044 and TTY/TDD 800-662-1220. Visit us at 
www.agewellnewyork.com AgeWell New York complies with applicable 
Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of races, 
color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. Age-Well New York cumple 
con las leyes federales de derechos civiles aplicables y no discrimina 
por motivos de raza, color, nacionali-dad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. 

AgeWell New York 遵守適用的聯邦民權法律規定，不因種族、
膚色、民血統、年齡、殘障或性別而歧視任何人 。 ATTENTION: If 
you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos 
de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1- 866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-
1220). 注意：如果您使用繁體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助
服務。請致電  1-866-586-8044 (TTY 1-800-662-1220)
H4922_DA_4002 Accepted 01142017

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044  |  TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220  |  agewellnewyork.com

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS SPECIAL ELECTION SEMINARS 

You can enroll in a plan all year round!
Join us for formal presentations with our licensed Senior Benefits Advisors to discuss the benefits of 
AgeWell New York’s Medicare Advantage Plans. 

Attend one of our seminars at a diner in your community and learn about your enrollment options and 
covered benefits including doctor visits, transportation, fitness program, prescription drugs and more.

For more information on dates and times at a diner in your community, please call: 

718-484-5000 (ext. 5251) or events@agewellnewyork.com

QUEENS
Georgia Diner - Elmhurst

Atlantic Diner - S. Richmond Hill

Bel Aire Diner - Astoria

Glendale Diner - Glendale

BROOKYLN
Denny’s Diner - Pennsylvania Avenue

Junior’s Restaurant - Flatbush Avenue Ext.

Georges Diner - 5th Avenue

New Apolo - Myrtle Avenue

BRONX
5 Star Restaurant - E. Tremont Avenue

Corky’s - Grand Concourse

Crow Diner - E. 161st Street

Perista Coffee Shop & Restaurant - W. Kingsbridge Rd

MANHATTAN
Lenox Hill Grill - Lexington Avenue

Kitchen Sink - 2nd Avenue

Gracie Corner Diner - E. 86th Street
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THE Greek American INSTITUTE

A MULTI-CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

OVER 100 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN A NURTURING PRIVATE SCHOOL SETTING

RISING STARS PROGRAM
This is open to children three to four years old. Our Rising Stars program provides a rich environment to further 

encourage the child’s emotional, intellectual, social and physical development for children who are 3 years old and potty 
trained by September 1st. The curriculum includes story time, dramatic play, painting, exercise, and breakfast/lunch. 

PKA PROGRAM
PKA Program available 8am to 2:20pm for students born in the year 2013.

OPEN HOUSE
Pre-K – 8th Grade

, 6pm–8pm. Informational presentation for all prospective parents. 

and or exceed NYS Standards in ELA, Math and Science

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group of borough orga-

nizations have played a hand, 
along with community culi-
nary input, in creating a salad 
as unique and fl avorful as the 
borough itself. 

The Bronx Salad, an effort 
to create a green dish to rep-
resent the borough for New 
York City’s Restaurant Week 
and as a vehicle for fast grow-
ing immigrant businesses to 
market themselves, is a proac-
tive response to the borough’s 
placing last out of 62 New York 
State counties in the Robert 
Wood Johnson County Health 
Rankings Report, its boosters 
said. 

The effort to make a healthy 
and culturally refl ective dish, 
dovetailing with Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s 
#not62 health campaign, was 
the brainchild of several dif-
ferent borough organizations 
and individuals, and is now on 
sale at food vendors and res-
taurants. 

The South Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Cor-
poration; the United Business 
Cooperative, an SoBRO initia-
tive for immigrant business 

The Bronx Salad is a 5-star tasty mix
owners; and Bronx Health 
Reach, which polled borough 
residents as to the ingredi-
ents to use, all took part in the 
salad’s creation, said Jamila 
Diaz, SoBro vice president. 

“The Bronx Salad came 
about to help (people) under-
stand that the population is 
changing in the Bronx,” she 
said. “Not only in the fact that 
we are becoming more diverse 
and we have new groups that 
want to come into the Bronx, 
but also that people are aware, 
educated and would love to 
change their lifestyle in terms 
of health.” 

The Bronx Salad was fi rst 
created in 2016, but it was pro-
moted heavily during restau-
rant week this past year, she 
said.

Some business owners in 
UBC believe that opportuni-
ties may exist down the line to 
manufacture and market it to 
major food distributors or air-
lines, said Diaz. 

The Bronx Salad contains 
black beans, mango, red pep-
pers, avocado, corn and red 
onions. 

It also includes black ol-
ives, plantain chips, tomatoes, 

cilantro, lettuce and kale. 
According to SoBRO, many 

locally sourced ingredients 
are used, including some in-
gredients from a local com-
munity garden that are har-

vested by youth.
According to published re-

ports from the salad’s initial 
2016 launch, Chef King Pho-
janakong played a role in its 
formulation, and it is some-

times served topped with the 
locally-sourced Bronx Green-
market Hot Sauce. 

The Bronx Salad was re-
cently featured on the Blox.
Tv, a new online news chan-
nel about the south Bronx 
created by Round Seven, a 
Bronx-based development and 
production company founded 
by Marco Shalma and Gillian 
Todd.

The two-minute segment 
was part of Blox.Tv’s Bloxpe-
dia series that showcases var-
ious borough attractions said 
Todd, stating that the video 
was released in conjunction 
with the citywide restaurant 
week. 

According to SoBRO the 
salad is available in several 
places, including: Mott Ha-
ven Bar & Grill at 1 Bruck-
ner Boulevard; Delmys at 
456 East 149 Street; Mexico-
sina at 503 Jackson Avenue; 
Don Pancho Steak House at 
43 Bruckner Boulevard; Vik-
toria Italian Restaurant at 
3114 Third Avenue; Angel’s 
Healthy Soul Food, 555 Ber-
gen Avenue and Fine Fare 
Supermarket at 459 East 
149th Street.  

The Bronx Salad is a colorful and deliciously tasty treat! 
 Photo courtesy of SoBro
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40 Precinct
Thursday, January 26 at 10:45 a.m.  --  A 

robbery was reported to cops after two Hispanic 
men, both about 20-year-old, reportedly entered 
an apartment building near Pontiac Place and 
Cauldwell Avenue. They knocked on the door of a 
21-year-old victim. The man opened the door and 
the two people pushed their way into the apart-
ment. They were holding guns and demanded 
money from seven people inside who had ages 
ranging from 18 to 67. The two men removed 
about $300 in cash, iPhones, and a wallet. No in-
juries were reported as a result of the incident. 

45 Precinct
Wednesday, February 1 at 11:43 p.m. -- 

Cops responded to a 911 call of a vehicle collision. 
A single overturned 2012 Dodge Charger was on 
fire at a roundabout at City Island Road and Park 
Drive after it flipped over. When cops arrived on the 
scene, they pulled from the car  32-year-old man 
with trauma and burns to both legs and a wom-
an with very severe burns, who was pronounced 
dead at the scene. The man was taken to New York 
Health + Hospitals /Jacobi where he was in critical 

condition shortly after the incident. Published re-
ports indicate that at least one of the people in the 
car may have been an off-duty police officer. 

46 Precinct
Tuesday, January 24 at 4:30 p.m. -- Police 

got a report about a robbery in front of 88 W. 181st 
Street. Three people described as Black men who 
are between 16-years-old and 18-years-old ap-
proached a 16-year-old male victim as he entered 
the building. One of the three took a backpack off 
his back and all three fled on foot. No injuries were 
reported. 

48 Precinct 
Friday, January 6 at 5:37 p.m. --  Police re-

sponded to a 911 call of an assault at 2012 Boston 
Road. When they got to the location, cops found 
a woman who was around 45-years-old on the 
ground with a gunshot wound to the torso and 
arm. The woman was taken by ambulance to St. 
Barnabas Hospital, where she died. A male  victim 
went by private means to New York Health + Hos-
pitals /Jacobi. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

A pedestrian walking near the Bruckner Boulevard service road was killed by a drunk 
driver early Saturday morning. According to police, John Pluchino, 58, was struck 
while walking in the middle of the on-ramp  for  the northbound Hutchinson River 
Parkway on Saturday, February 4 around 4 a.m. by a car driven by Carlos Soriano-
Ynfante. The impact caused Soriano-Ynfante’s  2011 Infi niti G37 to jump the curb, fall 
down an embankment and land against a tree. Pluchino sustained massive chest in-
juries and died on the side of the road. Police are unsure why Pluchino was walking 
in the middle of the ramp.
According to a neighbor, Pluchino lived on Ellison Avenue since the 1960s and walked 
to wherever he needed to go. Soriano-Ynfante was unharmed in the crash, but was 
arrested for manslaughter, vehicular manslaughter and drunken driving. Traffi c on 
the ramp was halted for several hours as the NYPD’s Collision Investigation Squad 
investigated the scene.

(Above) NYPD Collision Investigation Squad members and medicial examiners pre-
pared Pluchino’s body for transport. Photo by Edwin Soto

PEDESTRIAL KILLED ON BRUCKNER SERVICE ROAD
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HERE ARE 11 REASONS 
why you should be coming to Flannery’s for your new kitchen

KITCHENS! KITCHENS!! KITCHENS!!!

We Beat Home Depot Prices!

We Sell Only All WOOD Cabinets...No Particle Board or Cardboard!

Fast, FREE Delivery In 1/4 The Time Of The Big Store!

Granite Tops Delivered and Installed In Less Than 1 Week!

Personal One On One Service!

WE Install Everything WE Sell!

No Automated Delivery Lines Or Customer Service Waits!

No Outsourced Installations!

Customize Your Kitchen The Way You Want It!

One Stop Shopping For All Kitchen Needs!

Free Plans and Drawings

Flannery’s
Home Center

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL 3395 E Tremont Ave. | Bronx, NY 10461 

Come visit 
our fully stocked 
hardware store 
and showroom!
For fast prompt 

service call Dave at 
914-879-6676

License # 2017358DCA

Pickup & 
Delivery 
Available 
For Your 

Convenience!

Ask About Our Special Senior Citizen Discounts!

$500 
OFF

Any Fully 
Renovated Kitchens
WITH THIS COUPON
Coupon must be presented 
at the time of sale.

ONE STOP HANDY MAN SHOP

Call Your Neighborhood Handyman at 
Bronx Johnson/Flannery’s Hardware

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED  
PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 75 YEARS
NO MIDDLEMAN!

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

718-792-9060

10% off everything 
in the hardware store 

Monday through Saturday & 

20% off everything 
in the store on Sundays 

(with coupon)

❍ Home Additions and Alterations
❍ Roofi ng, Siding and Gutters
❍ Window, Screens and Door
❍ Fence Installation
❍ Interior and Exterior Painting
❍ Masonry, Pavers and Blacktop 
❍ Plumbing and Electrical 
❍ Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling 
❍ Basement Refi nishing 
❍ Wood and Granite Counter Tops 

❍ New Decks and Patios 
❍ Water Heater Replacement  
❍ Tile Installation 
❍ And Much, Much More 
❍ Power washing
❍ Gutters Cleaned
❍ Exterior Painting
❍ Light Fixtures Installed
❍ Door Bells
❍ Screen and Glass Repair

❍ Driveways, Patched & Resealed 
❍ Drains unclogged 
❍ Waste Pipe Replacement 
❍ Toilets, Sinks, Faucets & Vanitys Replaced 
❍ Grout Removal, Regrout and Caulking 
❍ Rooms Painted 
❍ Appliances Installed
❍ And Much, Much More
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Let’s do

something

A ‘true’
feminist?

Dear editor,
We know that there are mil-

lions of people here illegally. 
They overstayed their visas 
or risked their life to cross our 
border. We all know this.

Some illegal immigrant 
families have been here 10, 20, 
30 years or more. They are part 
of our fabric now. Once here 
they are beautiful people who 
have followed our laws and 
want to be here. They love this 
country. I know these people. I 
love these people. I want them 
to stay.  They don’t just come 
from Latin America. They are 
Irish, Albanian, Somalian, 
Jamaican, Russian, Chinese, 
Filipino and from many other 
parts of this globe.

There is no hate in wanting 
to follow our immigration laws 
but there is disagreement. I 
challenge all of our elected of-
fi cials to be real leaders. Stop 
following the parties rhetoric. 
Make a real difference and get 
us out of this cycle.

If the immigration law is 
unjust or outdated ... change 
the law. To quote President 
Obama, “Pass a bill.” Both 
Obama and President Clinton 
publicly stated, “We are a na-
tion of immigrants but we are 
a nation of laws”. President 
Clinton supported building a 
wall on our southern border.

Five of the seven coun-
tries on the temporary travel 
ban list (Iraq, Syria, Soma-
lia, Libya and Yemen) were 
actively and periodically 
bombed by the Obama admin-
istration. We are in a war in 
these countries. Recent ac-
tions in Iran and Sudan have 
added them to this list.

Bring  peace in this region. 
Lift the ban. Document the un-
documented, let the good stay 
and deport the parasites and 
criminals that victimize our 
citizens.

Stop attacking people for 
wanting the laws to be fol-
lowed and respected. Stop at-
tacking people for wanting to 
stop the exploitation of human 
beings. 

Stop attacking people for 
wanting to get people out of 
the vulnerable shadow of our 
society and into the light.

Leave the attacks and the 
talk at home and let’s start see-
ing some action.

Gene DeFrancis

Family
sing-a-longs

Dear editor,
     I read Lenore Skenazy’s 

column about the lost joys of 
singing.  I would like her to 
know that our family is still 
singing together.  All my life, 
at every family get-together we 
would evolve into a sing-along.  
At some point , three of my 
brothers would bring out the 
instruments and begin play-
ing.  Anyone, family or friend, 
who was so inclined, would 
sing enthusiastically.  This 
was usually a large group.  To-
day, my one surviving brother 
and his son have taken up the 
cause. We are still singing. 
The younger generations will 
sing their music and the older 
folks will sing theirs.  

We sometimes overlap. 
This is still the highlight of ev-
ery family party and Lenore is 
invited.

Anita Mule

Nation must
uphold laws
Dear editor,
I read with interest As-

semblyman Luis Sepulveda’s 
opinion that we should scrap 
the rule of law in order to give 
people who are here illegally 
all the rights afforded citizens. 
Frankly, we have to approach 
this problem not only with 
compassion but with common 
sense and stop the hysteria.  

The assemblyman’s praise 
of Mayor de Blasio’s stance - 
a stance that includes no de-
portation for illegals arrested 
for DWI or grand larceny or 
identity theft is not within the 
boundaries of what I and many 
others consider the American 
way.  

I assume the assemblyman 
took an oath to uphold our 
laws.  It does not seem that he 
is honoring that oath, prefer-
ring to side with those who es-
pouse anarchy.  I must also re-
mind the assemblyman that in 
spite of his rhetoric about Pres-
ident Trump, Democrats have 
lost over 1,200 seats nationally 
since 2012.  That will continue 
in the upcoming midterms un-
less Democrats get with the 
program.  The original pur-
pose of ‘sanctuary cities’ has 
been co-opted to protect crimi-
nals.  This will stop under Pres-
ident Trump.

Marion M. Cronin

Gone forever
Dear editor,
In the 1960s, when there 

was a Bronx GOP fi eld offi ce 
grand opening, it was cause 
for celebration. Today it is lit-
tle more than a wake.

The last Bronx Republi-
can Borough President Joseph 
Periconi and Congressman 
Paul Fino held offi ce in the 
1960s. The last state assem-
bly member was Guy Velella 
who lost his bid for reelection 
in 1982. Despite overwhelm-
ing Democratic Party enroll-
ment in the Bronx, Republi-
can Senator John Calandra 
and subsequently followed by 
Guy Vellela where able to hold 
that seat until 2004. The last 
Republican city council mem-
ber was Nick Savino, who lost 
his borough wide at large seat 
when they were abolished by 
court order in the 1980s.

Enrolled Bronx Democrats 
outnumber Republicans over 
twelve to one. There are fewer 
Bronx Republicans than any 
other borough within NYC. 

Remnants of the Bronx 
GOP can now fi t in one of 
those old-fashion street corner 
telephone booths which disap-
peared decades ago.

Larry Penner

Rodman’s
Neck response

(The following letters were 
sent to the mayor re the recent 
anouncement of  the reconstruc-
tion of Rodman’s Neck NYPD 
training facility.)

Dear Mayor de Blasio,
I applaud the city for dedi-

cating $275 million for the 
much needed reconstruc-
tion of Rodman’s Neck NYPD 
training facility. That invest-
ment, along with a commit-
ment to have the project com-
pleted within 5 to 7 years, is 
an ambitious goal that pre-
vious administrations have 
been unable to fulfi ll. How-
ever, the coastal communities 
surrounding this facility have 
endured years upon years of 
noise and environmental pol-
lution. I believe it’s only fair 
that these long-suffering res-
idents receive some data to 
back the promised noise re-
duction, and the assurance 
that these new gun ranges 
will be prioritized early on in 
the construction process.

Senator Jeff Klein

The city’s allocation of $275 

million to reconstruct the Rod-
man’s Neck NYPD training fa-
cility is a step in the right di-
rection towards enhancing 
the quality of life for City Is-
land residents. For years they 
have voiced concerns over the 
noise and environmental pol-
lution stemming from the out-
dated facility. While this in-
vestment is a welcomed one, I 
look forward to reviewing the 
data collected by the admin-
istration that will assure me 
and my colleagues that these 
concerns will be minimized.
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 

The $275 million appro-
priation is a giant step in 
what needs to be done in Rod-
man’s Neck, and I applaud our 
Mayor for fi nally listening 
to the pleas of the City Island 
community. However, there is 
still a lot more to do, such as 
cleaning up the contamina-
tion of our soil and water way 
and fi nding another home for 
the bomb detonation unit.

Assemblyman Michael 

Benedetto

Dear editor,
Raphael Schweizer took 

offense at my questioning of 
a possible personal prejudice 
on his part in the (49th Pre-
cinct CO) Keith Walton case 
and calls himself a “femi-
nist.” However, in his corre-
spondence on this matter, Sch-
weizer seemed to resent the 
fact that the alleged victim 
was not shamed and called 
a liar. Would a true feminist 
have made that kind of state-
ment?

Schweizer’s apparent criti-
cism regarding treatment of 
the complainant was misogy-
nous and the reason why so 
many women fail to report 
sexual abuse for fear of public 
condemnation. I stand by that 
statement.

Paulette Sorg

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
d t



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 10-16, 2017 13  BTR

START YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION 
EARLY WITH THE NEWEST WAY TO 

RESHAPE YOUR BODY 

4915 Broadway, NY, NY 10034
750 Mclean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

37-73 103rd St, Corona NY 11368

718-804-5452
Adam Y. Goldman, MD

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE Consultation at one of our offi ces 

Financing available

A NEW 
non-invasive 

body contouring 
system for the 
reduction of 

stubborn fat in 
the areas such 

as abdomen and 
love handles..

nymetrovein.com
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

FOR SALE
DELI/GROCERY/CATERING BUSINESS

THROGGS NECK, BRONX, NY
Presently operating, clean, turn-key business. Great corner location near affluent beach 
clubs and condos. Includes a large professional, fully equiped, stainless steel kitchen, 
and two walk in coolers - ideal for any catering business. Deli slicers, cases, beverage 
coolers, dairy cooler, ice cream freezers, coffee machine, display steam tables, modern 
storage cabinets, gondolas/shelving, LOTTO machine, ATM, central alarm security sys-
tem with CCTV and much more. Owner happy to assist with transitioning the business 
and our existing Department of Education catering relationships.

Call 917-821-7560   8:00am-8:00pm

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A weekend drug raid late 

last month that led to 72 indict-
ments and the confi scation of 
53 pounds of heroin is the lat-
est in the ongoing effort to curb 
the opioid epidemic in the bor-
ough. 

The Bronx district attor-
ney’s offi ce announced the raid, 
which was carried out Satur-
day, January 28, in conjunction 
with the NYPD and the Drug 
Enforcement Agency. 

The 32 defendants named 
were indicted on charges in-
cluding multiple charges rang-
ing from second and fourth-de-
gree conspiracy to third-degree 
criminal possession of a con-
trolled substance to operating 
as a major traffi cker, an A-1 
felony.

Eighteen of the 32 defen-
dants indicted call the Bronx 
home. 

Twenty-two of them have al-
ready been arrested, while two 
are already incarcerated on 
separate charges. 

The operation brought her-
oin and fentanyl, a prescrip-
tion opioid far more powerful 
than heroin, from Honduras 
through Guatemala and then 

Multi-agency heroin raid yields 72 indictments
Mexico to Los Angeles, CA. 

The drugs were then packed 
onto tractor-trailers in hid-
den spaces such as wheel wells 
while the trucks were loaded 
with legal goods and driven to 
Pennsylvania or the New York 
City area.

“This operation spanned 
three countries and traffi cked 
drugs 5,200 miles,” stated Dis-
trict Attorney Darcel Clark.  
“No matter –we will go wher-
ever investigations take us 
to eradicate this scourge that 
has destroyed lives here in the 
Bronx and across the nation.”  

The D.A.’s offi ce is also su-
ing the defendants for $10.5 mil-
lion in profi ts from the illicit 
operations.  

The indictment dates back 
to February of 2016, when one 
of the defendants, Juan Santi-
ago, 22, of the Bronx, sold crack 
cocaine to an undercover offi -
cer at the corner of Morris Av-
enue and McClellan Street. 

The investigation included 
numerous recorded phone calls 
between defendants recorded 
over the course of eight months 
in which they discussed drug 
transactions being planned or 
implemented in the Bronx.

Two brothers - Steven Ri-

vera, 40, of the Bronx, and Dan-
iel Rivera, 34, of Manhattan – 
who communicated with other 
defendants via phone and text 
message, oversaw the opera-
tion.  

Jason Alvarez, 37, of Fort 
Lee, NJ, whose family owns the 
Dominican restaurant Celia’s 
on West Fordham Road, was ar-
raigned for the delivery of the 
drugs to the United States, ac-

cording to court documents.
“His mother owns the 

restaurant, but he is in-
volved with running it,” said  
D.A. spokeswoman Patrice 
O’Shaughnessy. 

Alvarez was never seen car-
rying out drug transactions in 
his family’s establishment, but 
was seen carrying out drug-
related business while he was 
there and was eventually ar-

rested while leaving the restau-
rant, O’Shaughnessy said,

There are no plans to at-
tempt to seize assets of the res-
taurant, she added. 

Alvarez was recorded car-
rying out business at the res-
taurant, according to the in-
dictment. 

Alvarez, along with fel-
low defendants Vianet Espinal 
and Cynthia Alegria, drove to 
Pennsylvania to pick up a large 
shipment in April of 2016, ac-
cording to the indictment.

Among other conversa-
tions recorded was one in Octo-
ber 2016 in which a defendant, 
Jeanette Sotomayor, 35, of the 
Bronx, was going to smuggle 
narcotics into Mohawk Cor-
rectional Facility in the city of 
Rome in central New York to 
give to Steven Rivera.

Fifteen Bronx residents 
were arrested in October of 
last year as part of a separate 
heroin crackdown carried out 
under the offi ces of New York 
Attorney General Eric Schnei-
derman.

District Attorney Darcel Clark announces a major heroin operation bust 
that occurred in late January. The heroin and fentanyl was shipped from 
Mexico to New York using tractor-trailers. 
 Photo courtesy of District Attorney Darcel Clark’s Offi ce
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* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 01/31/17.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

SUPERSTORE
WINE & LIQUOR

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
TOWARDS MEMBERSHIP CARD

Throggs Neck Plaza Upstairs From Target 
www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

FREE
PARKING

DONT MISS OUR 
WEEKEND TASTING 

4-8PM 
Bring this original copy 

& get a free tee shirt

limit 1 tee-shirt 

per customer 

per ad

EVERYDAY BIG BOTTLE SPECIAL’S 1.5ML / 1.75ML
$8.99 $8.99 $17.99 each

$35.99 $66.03 $29.99 $11.99 each 
$52.75 $43.99 $39.99 each

Share A Godiva Martini!
1 1⁄2 ounces Godiva original chocolate liqueur. 
750ml $28.99 each
1 1⁄2 ounces Llords Creme de Cacao. 
750ml $6.23 each
1⁄2 ounce Smirnoff vanilla vodka.
Liter $16.49 each
2 1⁄2 ounces half-and-half, chocolate syrup, for rim.

Raspberry Prosecco Bellini
Pour one part Marie Brizard Raspberry Liqueur 
750ml $17.50 each,
into a champagne fl ute 
then add one sprig of fresh basil. 
Top with four parts Santa Margherita 
Prosecco 750ml $19.75 each & ENJOY!

Perfect for Valentine’s Day 
Perrier Jouet Belle Epoque 
with fl utes! 
750ml 
$170.99 each 
The fl oral, fruity notes give 
way to subtle spicy hints for a 
pleasant fi nish on the palate.

Moet Brut Rose Holiday 
Emoji Edition 
750ml 
Sale Price 
$55.99 each 

Moet Nectar Rose 
New York Edition 
750ml $55.99 each 
Great Price!

Veuve Cliquot Brut 
750ml
Sale Price 
$46.99 each

Lomas Del Valle Pinot Noir 2014 
750ml $12.99 each

90 points Wine Enthusiast
Pure Pinot Noir character 
with dried cool strawberry and 
raspberry plus citrus undertones. 
Full body, focused fruit and hints 
of lemons and minerals.

INTRINSIC Cabernet Sauvignon 
750ml $19.99 each 
- Washington State
Tremendously complex, 
this Cabernet Sauvignon boasts 
leather and cherry aromas, subtle 
mineral notes, and a fi nish t
hat goes on forever.

Antiche Terre Amarone 
750ml Great Quality Wine 
at $24.99 each - Italy
A charming, accessible Amarone, 
with pure fl avors of black cherry coulis 
and date, plush tannins and layers 
of baking spice, orange peel and licorice.

Chasing Venus Sauvignon Blanc 
750ml $14.99 each  
- New Zealand
*FROM WINEMAKER 
OF KIM CRAWFORD 
Bright light straw green color. 
Bold, citrusy aromas and fl avors of 
grapefruit, guava, and passionfruit with 
a soft, tangy, dry-yet-fruity medium-full body 
and a warming, nuanced, medium-length lime, 
pineapple, and roasted yellow pepper  fi nish 
with silky, chewy tannins and no oak.

Pepperwood Grove Wines 
750ml $5.97 each 
- Chile 
Merlot, Pinot Noir, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Chardonnay 
& Pinot Grigio 

Apothic Wines 
$10.99 each 
- California 
Red Blend, 
White Blend, 
Crush and Dark
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Da Franco & Tony

Open 7 days a week
Monday–Thursday 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday 12–11:00PM

Sunday 1:00–10:00PM

Franco & Tony welcomes you

Go to http://www.dafrancoandtony.com

We are taking 
reservations for 
Valentine’s Day. 
$45 Per Person
Pre-Fixed Menu

We Deliver! 

2815 Middletown Road
Bronx, New York 10461

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 19th Annual Throggs 

Neck St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade will honor three reli-
gious women who have made 
a difference serving in com-
munity ministries, as well 
celebrating scores of com-
munity groups and Irish-
American heritage. 

Being honored along with 
grand marshal Derek Woods 
as the parade steps off at noon 
on Sunday, March 12 from 
East Tremont and Lafayette 
avenues are three members 
of the Dominican Sisters 
of Sparkill: Sr. Joan Marie 
O’Leary, Sr. Peggy Gannon 
and Sr. Betty McLaughlin. 

Sr. Joan Marie is a volun-
teer and Eucharistic min-
ister to the homebound at 
St. Frances de Chantal and 
a volunteer friendly visitor 
at Jeanne Jugan Residence; 
Sr. Peggy is a friendly visi-
tor volunteer at both St. 
Frances and Jeanne Jugan 
and Sr. Betty is involved in 
outreach at St. Benedict’s 
Church where she runs sup-
port groups and visits the 
homebound and sick to dis-
tribute Communion.

3 religious honorees at TN St. Pat’s Parade

In a joint statement, Sr. 
Peggy or Sr. Joan Marie 
stated that they appreciate 
that people in the commu-

nity recognize the Domini-
can Sisters of Sparkill’s con-
tributions to the borough, 
where they have worked 

since 1899. 
“(We) feel happy and proud 

to be selected as honored re-
ligious as we have always 
treasured our Irish ances-
tors and heritage,” stated the 
two sisters, adding that they 
first attended the parade in 
1998 when it was “small but 
very spirited” and have seen 
it grow with many commu-
nity groups and leaders feel-
ing a sense of warmth, unity 
and Irish pride. 

Sr. Peggy grew up in the 
borough and has worked in 
ministries at St. Joseph’s on 
Bathgate Avenue, Cathedral 
High School’s Sts. Peter and 
Paul branch, St. John Chrys-
ostom and Monsignor Scan-
lan High School. 

Sr. Joan’s parents immi-
grated from County Kerry 
in Ireland in 1927 and she 
was the former Our Lady of 
Mercy Medical Center’s pas-
toral minister. 

Sr. Betty was a teacher 
at Aquinas High School for 
more than three decades, 
and has been a Sparkill reli-
gious sister for 55 years. 

At St. Benedict’s for a de-
cade, she has run support 

groups for people dealing 
with cancer and bereave-
ment, as well as ministering 
to the infirm throughout the 
surrounding communities, 
she said. 

Sr. Betty said that she 
loves being on the steps of St. 
Benedict’s Church after Sun-
day masses, which is where 
she gets her news about the 
community, adding that it is 
an honor to be recognized by 
the parade.  

“It is extremely hum-
bling,” she said. “I am not 
used to being in the lime-
light.”

Parade committee mem-
ber Karin O’Conner said 
that the selection of honor-
ees, including honored re-
ligious comes through the 
committee members’ com-
munity interactions. 

She added that as of press 
time, the following bands, 
school and community 
groups have confirmed, with 
many more to be included as 
the parade date nears: New 
York State Courts Pipes and 
Drums, Elevator Construc-
tors Local One Pipes and 
Drums, NYC Transit Pipes 

Two religious honorees for the 19th Annual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade: Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary (l) and Sr. Peggy Gannon in County 
Kerry, Ireland. Photo courtesy of Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Procida Companies is in the pro-

cess of developing a two-building, 206-
unit mixed-use project to Unionport.

The 2047 Newbold Avenue project, 
called the Westchester Muse, will fea-
ture a 10-story building on Newbold 
Avenue and an 11-story building fac-
ing Westchester Avenue.

According to Peter Procida, an as-
sociate of the company and the son of 
CEO Mario Procida, they purchased 
the parcel in 2015.

Once completed, the Westchester 
Avenue building will neighbor a 134-
unit affordable housing building al-
ready constructed at 2040 Westchester 
Avenue. 

The 10-story building will have 124 
residential units above 1,350 square 
feet of community facility space.

Procida said the fi rm envisions the 
space possibly being used as a small 
doctor’s offi ce or an afterschool tutor-
ing program.

The taller building will have 82 res-
idential units above 7,413 square feet of 
retail space on the ground fl oor.

According to Procida, the company 
is marketing that space as a grocery 
store.

“We wanted to build something 
that serves the community well,” said 
Procida.

Exactly half of the project’s residen-
tial units, 103, will be affordable hous-
ing.

“I think affordable housing is of 
the utmost importance,” said Procida. 
“You sort of see in some of the other 
boroughs concerns over gentrifi cation 
and that’s becoming more and more of 
a hot button issue here in the Bronx.”

“To have permanently affordable 
units at the different levels of the ar-
ea’s median income is a good way to 

preserve affordable housing for fami-
lies and individuals in the Bronx,” he 
added.

The project is being built under the 
city’s new Mandatory Inclusionary 
Housing program which provides ad-
ditional fl oor bonuses in return for the 
developer’s willingness to include af-
fordable housing units to the building.

William Rivera, district manager 
for Community Board 9, said the com-
munity board was very much in favor 
of the new affordable housing.

According to Rivera, the board 
voted 19-6 on Thursday, January 19, to 
support the development.

Procida Companies had to go be-
fore the community board as part of 
the Uniform Land Review Process to 
rezone the lot from an R5 - the area’s 
current zoning - to an R6.

Now that CB9 has given its ap-
proval, the project is in Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz’s offi ce.

The borough president has 30 days 
to make his decision.

From there it will have to be ap-
proved by City Planning and the City 
Council.

Most of the properties on Newbold 
between Olmstead and Pugsley ave-
nues are modest 2-story homes.

When asked about the presence of a 
much taller building in the area, Pro-
cida pointed out parts of the block had 
already been rezoned.

The stretch of Newbold already in-
cludes a four-story apartment build-
ing on the corner of Pugsley Avenue 
and Newbold Avenue and a six-story 
apartment building facing Olmstead 
Avenue.

Procida expects a June  start date 
and expects the project to take about 
two years to complete.

206-unit housing project 
coming to Newbold Ave.

Rendering of a 10-story building on Newbold Avenue which will be a part of a two-building 
206-unit mixed-use project. Photo Courtesy of Procida Companies
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ÚNASE A NOSOTROS EN ESTA 
PRESENTACIÓN INFORMATIVA  
SOBRE ESCLEROSIS MÚLTIPLE (EM)

La EM recurrente es el tipo más común 
de EM, y es una enfermedad crónica 
que afecta a las personas de manera 
diferente. Si a usted o a un ser querido 
le diagnosticaron esta afección, le 
recomendamos asistir a esta presentación 
dirigida por un profesional de atención 
médica (médico o enfermero/a) sobre 
cómo tratar la enfermedad y una opción 
de tratamiento disponible.

¡INSCRÍBASE HOY Y 
ASEGURE SU LUGAR!
Llame al 1-866-615-6121 o 
visite mslifelines.com/events
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Esta presentación se 
realizará en español.

El programa y los oradores son patrocinados por:

CON EM

¡Traiga a sus familiares 
y seres queridos para 

que lo acompañen!

PROGRAMA SOBRE CÓMO

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

KAL-SOLARAY

25%
OFF WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 

Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 2/28/17
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Montefiore Einstein
Center for Heart & Vascular Care

WE’RE ALL ABOUT YOUR HEART
Attend a Free Community Heart Health Event 

FREE COMMUNITY LECTURES 
High Blood Pressure, What You Need to Know

Saturday, February 11, 2017 | 9:00–11:00 AM 
P.S. 246X 
2641 Grand Concourse Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10468

Wednesday, February 15 | 1:00–2:30 PM 
SEBCO Erma Cava Senior Center 
887 Southern Boulevard, Ground Floor 
Bronx, New York 10459

Wednesday, February 22 | 11:00 AM–12:00 PM 
R.A.I.N. Senior Center, Boston Secor Site 
3540 Bivona Street 
Bronx, New York 10475

Tuesday, February 28 | 10:30–11:30 AM 
J.A.S.A. Throggs Neck Senior Center 
2705 Schley Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10465

February is American Heart  
Month, and we at Montefiore  

are helping the communities we 
serve celebrate with a series of  
free events. You’ll learn how to  
take better care of your heart 

through educational lectures and 
free screenings to check blood 
pressure and cholesterol levels.

Learn to love your heart and  
the hearts close to you this Heart 

Month. For more information, visit  
www.montefiore.org/HeartMonth

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Elevated levels of lead have 

been detected in an Olinville 
elementary school, city offi -
cials recently announced.

The fi ndings were an-
nounced during a Monday, 
February 6 press conference 
in front of P.S. 41, located just 
off Gun Hill Road, by Council-
man Andy King. 

The councilman was joined 
by representatives from the 
NYC Department of Education 
and several school employee 
labor unions.

Letters sent out Friday, 
January 27 to parents of stu-
dents at the school informed 
them the DEC tested all of the 
water sources at the school on 
Thursday, January 12, and 
found that 10 of the 63 samples 
collected contained elevated 
levels of lead. 

The highest level detected 
was a fi fth fl oor cold water 
faucet in an adult men’s bath-
room, at 442 parts per billion. 

However the results likely of 
more concern to parents were 
four water fountains located on 
various fl oors that all exceeded 
the elevated benchmark. 

A fi rst-fl oor classroom 

Elevated lead levels found at P.S. 41
fountain was tested at 206 ppb, 
while a third-fl oor hallway 
fountain was measured at 43 
ppb and a fourth-fl oor hallway 
fountain was tested at 20 ppb. 

A basement classroom 
fountain was gauged at 260 
ppb. 

Any water source found to 
contain more than 15 pbb in a 
city school automatically trig-
gers a DOE response of shut-
ting down, fl ushing and re-
placing all water sources. 

Water fountains and fau-
cets used for cooking will be 
shut down at the school until 
the plan is implemented. 

King said 23 out of the 36 
schools in his district have 
tested positive for elevated lev-
els of lead, a neurotoxin that 
has been banned from con-
struction for decades but is 
still found in some older build-
ings.

“That means we have a lit-
tle work to do, and that’s okay 
because the only way you can 
fi x something is to uncover 
what needs to be done,” King 
said.

The city recently revamped 
its system of testing for lead in 
schools after criticism from 

health experts, who said the 
fl ushing of pipes for two hours 
before they went unused for 
eight hour prior to testing 
skewed the results. 

Testing done since Decem-
ber has not been proceeded by 
a fl ushing.

DOE spokeswoman Toya 
Holness stressed the lead de-
tected is due to aging lead fi x-
tures that are being replaced 
as they are detected, and is not 
coming from the city’s water 
supply.  

The results of the school 
water tests can be found on 
the department website under 
the ‘water safety’ section, she 
said. 

Results for individual 
schools can be found using a 
database search tool located 
on the page. 

Among other schools 
fl agged for exceeding lead 
standars is the Bronx High 
School of Science, in which 13 
fi xtures were reported.  

DOE Division of Facilities 
CEO John Shea said that fi nd-
ing some elevated lead levels 
in fi xtures tested was normal, 
and immediate steps were be-
ing taken at P.S. 41.

“Those fi xtures are iso-
lated, and by the end of this 
week we will have them re-
placed and we will test them 
again before we put them back 
into service,” he said.

King said P.S. 41, which he 
had attended and which is now 
attended by his granddaugh-

ter, was over 75 years old. 
In addition to aging fi x-

tures, King said bathrooms at 
the school were in dire need of 
renovation.

King promised $400,000 
in city council funds towards 
renovating every bathroom in 
the building.  

Councilman King (c) addresses excessive lead levels found at P.S. 41 dur-
ing a press conference on Monday, February 6. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

2330 Eastchester Road
(718) 732-4000   Fax: (718) 881-0092

www.EastchesterCenter.com
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Video of an unidentifi ed woman 

stealing money from a Throggs Neck 
church last month has gone viral.

The theft occurred at St. Benedict 
Church at 4:23 p.m. on Thursday, Jan-
uary 12. 

The woman was captured on sur-
veillance video footage walking up 
to the locked donation box contain-
ing the votive candle money and pry-
ing it open to steal its contents before 
calmly leaving the church.  

At one point in the video, the 
woman appears to look directly at the 
security camera, but that moment of 
refl ection ends quickly as she contin-
ues with the theft.  

The suspect is a white female, ap-
proximately 30 to 35 years old. 

She is seen wearing a dark-colored 
hooded coat, blue jeans and black and 
white Nike sneakers. 

The theft was reported to the 
NYPD, who asked anyone with infor-
mation on the identity of the woman 
to contact them. 

It was soon picked up by numer-
ous media outlets across the tri-state 
area and posted on social media 
sites.  

Father Stephen Norton said he 
never anticipated the theft would 
grab as much attention from the me-
dia as it did.

“Had I known that would happen I 
never would have given it to them to 
begin with, because it’s not my job to 
hurt this person,” he said. “My hope 
is that anybody who needs assistance 
would come to the rectory door and 
ask for help.”

Thefts from the candle collection 

box have occurred before, Norton 
said, since the amount of money col-
lected has sometimes been noticeably 
lower than the candles lit. 

He said he did not believe the 
woman got away with a large sum.  

The donations all go towards the 
upkeep of the candle setup.   

Norton said the church opens 
early in the morning and remains 
available until the rectory closes, of-
ten around 6 p.m. 

Church staff did not see the 
woman carry out the act as they went 
about their daily tasks, he said. 

“It’s a problem because of the loca-
tion in that area of the church where 
the statues are,” he said. “It’s kind of 
tucked away and hidden. When we 
were able to do so, we put security 
cameras in the building.”

Norton said he did not recognize 
the woman in the video, nor was he 
actively looking to fi nd her - he simply 
wanted to protect the church and its 
assets that are used by the parish. 

While St. Benedic’s does not dis-
tribute cash to those in need, Norton 
said there are other ways the church 
can help, such as through Catho-
lic Charities of New York, local food 
pantries, or gift cards to local gro-
cery stores donated to the church. 

“To the best of my ability I try to 
make sure people are spending the 
money properly, which is why I can’t 
give out $10 at the door or we’d have 
a line out there,” he said. “And what 
would they use it for?” 

A full listing of assistance pro-
grams can be obtained at the church, 
and many are listed in the church’s 
printed bulletins.

Church theft goes viral, 
as pastor offers help

An unidentifi ed person was recorded stealing money from a donation box at St. Benedict 
Church in Throggs Neck last month. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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EM
BARGO

PREVENTIV
O

DE IMPUESTO

If you owe real estate tax, water, sewer, emergency 
repair, or other property-related charges, 

the City of New York may sell a lien on your property.

Contact 311 to apply or to see if your property is on the lien sale list. 
You can also look for your property on the list at nyc.gov/liensale.

Department of

Finance

Department of

Environmental Protection

Department of Housing 

Preservation and Development
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Bronx Locations
www.poncebank.com

2244 Westchester Avenue
30 East 170th Street

980 Southern Boulevard
5560 Broadway

™

DISCOVER THE
PONCE DIFFERENCE: 

THE CONVERTIBLE IRA CD

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) shown are effective as of 02/01/2017. Minimum opening deposit is $500.00 to qualify for the promotional offer. These promotional IRA Certificates of Deposit allow a one-time 

conversion to any other IRA CD type without penalty during the term. Promotion will expire on 4/18/2017. Rates and provisions subject to change without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Early withdrawal fees 

may apply. For more information, visit your nearest branch.

Higher rates now and  
an option to catch rising rates!

1.60% APY*

30 Month IRA CD

1.79% APY*

42 Month IRA CD

|SINCE 1960

Discover
®

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Bronx-based Benedict Re-

alty Group is planning to in-
stall solar panels to it’s 3025 
Godwin Terrace building by 
late fall.

The six-story, 65-unit build-
ing will be BRG’s third build-
ing in the Bronx that uses so-
lar panels to generate energy 
to power its common-area 
lighting, elevators and boiler.

BRG’s two other solar-
powered Bronx building’s, 
2022 Benedict Avenue and 
4568 Manhattan College Park-
way, were upgraded in 2014, 
and started a program which 
stretched to Brooklyn and 
Queens.

Ari Benedict of BRG Realty 
said the development company 
plans to start putting approxi-
mately 100 to 150 panels on the 
Godwin Terrace building by 
mid-summer and have them 
up and running by late fall.

“Traditionally electricity 
is supplied by burning coal or 
natural gas, which contribute 
towards pollution and green-
house gas emissions,” said 
Benedict. “Solar energy is a 
clean alternative with zero 
emissions, no pollution, and 

Solar panels save market-rate renters $$
no harmful effects on the en-
vironment.”

Benedict adds that even 
on cloudy days the panels are 
able to turn energy from the 
sun into electricity.

According to Benedict, 
BRG has already seen some 
success with its other two 
buildings.

At the Manhattan College 
Parkway building - which has 
325 panels on the roof - the in-
stallation has helped saved 
112,911 pounds of carbon diox-
ide emissions since 2014. 

To save the same amount 
of emissions, BRG would have 
had to plant 2,843 trees near 
the building.

In addition, the amount of 
power generated from the pan-
els could power 200,965 light-
bulbs for a day.

Benedict adds the company 
has saved $16,000 in electricity 
costs since 2014.

At the Benedict Avenue 
property, the company has 
saved $61,000 in electricity 
costs since 2014.

As far as carbon dioxide 
emissions, the 126 panels at 
have saved 436,615 pounds.

The amount of power gener-

ated at the building since 2014 
could have powered 854,447 
lightbulbs for one day.

“We’re motivated by a com-
bination of these projects sav-
ing money on our electricity 
bills and also just being more 
friendly to the environment,” 
said Benedict. 

According to Benedict, 
the Benedict Avenue job cost 
about $300,000 and the instal-
lation at Manhattan College 
Parkway cost $116,000.

Although the company was 
aided by New York State tax 
incentives and partial fund-
ing from the New York State 
Energy Research and Develop-
ment Authority, Benedict said 
the jobs are still expensive.

Therefore, BRG makes sure 
to choose buildings that don’t 
have a lot of clutter on their 
roofs and are not surrounded 
by taller buildings that could 
block out sunlight.

Benedict adds that without 
the state’s fi nancial help, the 
projects would have been cost 
prohibitive.

Although many of BRG’s 
Bronx apartments are rent 
stabilized, Benedict said pay-
ing less for electricity helps re-

duce costs for the market-rate 
rentals.

“Where the tenants are not 
rent stabilized the price of rent 
is directly correlated to the ex-
penses in the building,” said 
Benedict. “So if we’re able to 
keep expenses down by keep-

ing our electricity cost down, 
then we can keep the rent 
lower for the tenants.”

Benedict said if more devel-
opment companies were aware 
of the success of the solar pan-
els, they would install them on 
their buildings.

Benedict Realty Group is planning to bring solar panels - similar to the 
ones pictured here at 2022 Benedict Avenue - to it’s 3025 Godwin Terrace 
building by late fall. Photo Courtesy of Benedict Realty Group
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    PreK for All Available 
         Enroll Today for PreK-8th grade. If you can not make it for Open House, Call for Daily Tours. 

                                        Accredited by the AdvancED Accredited/NCA 

  St. Lucy’s School  
                           830 Mace Ave. Bronx, NY 10467 (718)-882-2203  

OPEN HOUSE 
Grades PreK-8 

Tuesday, February 2nd 
   9am to 11am and 7pm to 8pm 

�� FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN    

�� FREE EARLY MORNING DROP OFF 

�� FULL TIME REGISTERED NURSE 

�� AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM UNTIL 6PM 

�� SUMMER ENRICHMENT 

�� SMART BOARD 

�� COMMUNITY SERVICE 

�� DRAMA CLUB 

�� HOT BREAKFAST/LUNCH PROGRAM 

�� STATE-OF-ART COMPUTER LAB 

�� WIRELESS TABLETS FOR ACADEMICS 

�� ART, MUSIC, SCHOOL BAND, CHOIR 

�� FULL TIME PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

�� TEAM SPORTS/TOURNAMENTS 

�� HOMEWORK/MATH CLUB 

�� OUR GRADUATES ACCEPTED TO FINEST NY HIGH 
SCHOOLS 

�� PARENT ONLINE ACCESS TO CHILD’S GRADES 

�� TACHS PREP PROGRAM 

�� SUMMER SCHOOL 

�� STUDENT COUNCIL 

�� NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 

�� PEER TUTORING 

�� SCARAMENTAL PREPARATION 

�� SPIRTUAL/CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS 

Tuesday, January 31st, Thursday, February 23rd 
Nursery-8

9am to 11am and 6:30pm.

  St. Lucy’s School  
                           830 Mace Ave. Bronx, NY 10467 (718)-882-2203  

OPEN HOUSE

    PreK for All Available 
         Enroll Today for PreK-8th grade. If you can not make it for Open House, Call for Daily Tours. 

                                        Accredited by the AdvancED Accredited/NCA 

FULL DAY 3 YEAR OLD PROGRAM (NURSERY)
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Bronx
Pizzeria

http://bronx.news12.com/multimedia/video-bronx-residents-celebrate-
national-pizza-week-1.12947803

BRONX PIZZA WEEKAs Seen On

2 Large Pies
& 40 Wings

$75

40 Wings 
& Small Pie

$49.99

2 Large Pies 
& 2 Liter Soda

$36.99

2 Small Pies
 & 25 Wings

$49.99

FREE 
2 Liter Sodas With 

Any Order Over 

$39.99

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Bombart family has 

regained ownership of 888 
Grand Concourse after the 
building was foreclosed on in 
2015.

The Bombart family, 
through Concourse Realty As-
sociates LLC, and Castellan 
Realty, a new partner in own-
ership of the property, paid off 
the outstanding debt on the 
building to mortgage lender 
Madison Capital Realty.

Tenants, who had been at 
odds with Jonathan Bombart 
and his late father Louis Bom-
bart due to unsatisfactory liv-
ing conditions, gathered out-
side the Bronx Supreme Court 
to rail against the deal.

Residents at 888 Grand 
Concourse have been fi ghting 
with the Bombart family for 
decades over uninhabital con-
ditions in the building such as 
lack of heat and hot water, bro-
ken elevators and roach infes-
tation.

MCR, which owned the lien 
on 888 Grand Concourse, be-
gan foreclosure proceedings 
on the building in 2013 after 
the Bombarts defaulted on the 
mortgage payments and had 

Bombart retains control of 888 Grand Concourse
amassed unpaid real estate 
taxes.

An auction to sell the build-
ing was originally scheduled 
for Monday, February 6.

However, according to 
members of Community Ac-
tion for Safe Apartments, the 
deal between Bombart and 
MCR was closed several min-
utes before the auction was 
scheduled to take place.

CASA and Bronx Legal Ser-
vices have been working with 
the tenants through protests 
and court battles to get the re-
pairs the building needs.

At the Monday rally against 
Bombart’s re-acquistion of the 
building, residents shouted 
“888! Not for sale!” and “Hous-
ing is a right! Fight! Fight! 
Fight!”

Carmen Vega Rivera, who 
started the building’s tenants’ 
association in 1993, said she 
was disappointed in the fi nal 
outcome.

“The courts have let us 
down, the system has let us 
down, government agencies 
have let us down,” said Ri-
vera.

“We’re going to fi ght tooth 
and nail with CASA, with 

[Bronx] Legal Services, with 
Urban Justice and the com-
munity because we feel for 30 
years we paid our rent and [the 
Bombarts] stole the money,” 
she added.

The tenants have tried 
many tactics in their battle 
with the Bombarts including a 
rent strike and sticking signs 
in their windows telling pro-
spective tenants to beware.

Their latest plan is a 7A Ac-
tion against Bombart. 

Article 7A of the New York 
State Real Property Actions 
and Proceedings law allows 
housing court judges to ap-
point private administrators 
to manage residential build-
ings that have been “effec-
tively abandoned” by their 
owners. 

Robert Hammond, a lawyer 
with Bronx Legal Services, be-
lieves Bombart’s recovery of 
the building will help their 7A 
action.

According to Hammond, if 
a new owner had purchased 
the building, they could have 
blamed the building’s condi-
tion on the previous landlord.

However, with Bombart re-
gaining ownership, Bronx Le-

gal Services can claim he was 
the person under which the 
building’s condition deterio-
rated.

Neither Castellan Realty or 
Concourse Realty Associates 
was available for comment.

 However, in a letter Bom-
barts sent to his tenants he 
wrote, “I hope you will help us, 

to once again, make this build-
ing a jewel of the Bronx,”

He promised to begin ex-
tensive renovations shortly  
“to make our building safe 
and comfortable.” 

Tenants still want a face-
to-face sit down with the land-
lord and sent him a letter ask-
ing for one.

888 Grand Concourse Entrance - The roller coaster ride which has been 
888 Grand Concourse took another dip earlier this month. On Thursday, 
January 5, tenants found out an auction - which could have left the build-
ing with a new owner - was postponed until February 6. 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE SUN-THURS

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT: WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COMINQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

We Now Have Parking In Our New Lot!  In The Service 
Station On The Corner Of Gerber and East Tremont

$1895
Sunday Brunch Buffet - All You Can Eat

The Wicked Wolf

Come And Enjoy A Candlelight Dinner and Champagne Toast

Clams Oreganata
Fried Calmari
Clams on the half shell

Clams Casino
Seafood Cerviche
Mozzarella Sticks
Wolf Wings
Shrimp Cocktail
Mussels (red or white)
Shrimp Tempura
Mayland Crabcakes
Chicken Pot Stickers
Fresh Mozzarella with
Tomato, Roasted Red 
Peppers and Olives

$11
$12
1/2 doz $9
1 doz    $15
$12
$11
$9
$10
$13
$11
$11
$14
$10
$11

Appetizers Entrees
Chicken Cordon Bleu
stuffed with ham, swiss and blended, fried & served with pan gravy
New Zealand Rack of Lamb
served with mint jelly and pesto sauce 
Stuffed Filet of Sole
wih crabmeat stuffi ng, served with a lemon butter sauce
10oz. Filet Mignon
topped with 3 jumbo shrimp, served with a scampi sauce
18oz. Black Angus Rib Eye
16oz. Black Angus Shell Steak
Chicken Franchese
lightly battered & topped with a lemon butter sauce
Pistachio Crusted Salmon
served with a dijon mustard cream sauce
Stuffed Chicken Sorrentino
sauteed chicken breast with prosciutto, eggplant, mozzerella ove penne
Seafood Fra Diavolo
shrimp, clams, calamari & mussels in a spicy marinara sauce over linguine

Above is served with choice of potato, Roasted, Baked, Mashed or Frence Fries

All Entrees aer served with choice of Soup or Salad

$20

$25

$22

$35

$30
$31
$19

$20

$20

$20

Beef Stroganoff
chunks of beef in a sour cream and mushroom sauce served over egg noodles
Chicken Pot Pie
chuncks of chicken with peppers & onions in a creamy sauce topped with pastry 
Steak Sandwich
grilled sliced prime steak with sauteed onions & mushrooms on a club roll
Black Angus Burger
served with steak fries

$18

$16

$13

$12

Old Time Favorites

Valentine’s Day, Tuesday, February 14th

MAKE RESERVATIONS EARLY
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Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 10465 347-281-5576

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FEBRUARY
“PUCKER”

SPECIAL!!!

Have your lips filled  
and get a 

10% Discount!
BD Members:  

ENJOY OUR  
BOTOX SPECIAL

$50 OFF  

your next treatment and still earn 
your points!

On 15 units or more

New BD members  
welcome!

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A hair salon is celebrating 20 years 

of beauty treatments at their East 
Tremont Avenue location.

Creative Images, a hair salon lo-
cated at 3162 E. Tremont Avenue, is 
still going strong after two decades 
and continues to make their custom-
ers look good and feel great.

For two decades, the hair salon has 
provided great service to customers 
from Throggs Neck, Country Club, Pel-
ham Bay and other east Bronx neigh-
borhoods, who continue to come back 
time and time again to update their 
looks and hairstyles.

The business opened in 1997 and 
was taken over by Francesca Fal-
ciano in 2007, who worked as a stylist 
for three years before she became the 
owner.

“Over the years, we have built and 
continue to build great relationships 
with our customers - many of whom 
also tell their family members and 
friends about the salon,” said Falciano. 
“This is a great location and a close-
knit block, with a lot of businesses 
assisting each other and working to-
gether to achieve the same goal - to be 
successful, and, most importantly, to 
make our customers happy.”

Falciano, a lifelong Pelham Bay 
resident who graduated from Lehman 
High School and International Beauty 
School in Manhattan, has been very 
involved in her community for many 
years.

In previous years, Creative Im-

ages has participated in Locks of Love, 
where kids can get free haircut if they 
agree to allow their hair to be donated 
to the non-profi t organization, which 
provides hairpieces to children who 
suffer from long-term medical hair 
loss.

The salon has also donated funds 
to Lehman High School’s proms in 
past years. Falciano is responsible for 
stretching Throggs Neck’s Christmas 
lights two blocks north on East Trem-
ont Avenue, which includes the stretch 
where her business is located.

She added that the past ten years in 
business have produced many lasting 
memories.

“I am so grateful for all of the ex-
periences that have taken place here 
over the years,” Falciano said. “There 
have been some lows but many more 
highs - and I just hope we can continue 
to make our customers look their very 
best for many more years to come.”

Falciano is also accompanied by 
two other stylists, Carmen and Maria, 
who work at the salon part-time.

Before Creative Images took over, 
another hair salon named ‘Hair Biz’ 
occupied the location for nearly a de-
cade.

Creative Images, which also offers 
discounts for seniors (on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays) as well as students (who 
show their ID) is open everyday except 
for Monday, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Customers should call the salon at 
(718) 863-6376 a day in advance for Sun-
day appointments.

Local hair salon, Creative 
Images, celebrates 20 years

Falciano has been the owner of Creative Images since 2007. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 10-16, 2017 29  BTR

Enjoy A Candlelit Dinner At The Clipper For

We Will Be Serving Menu Tuesday 4 til 10 
(Sorry No Prime Rib Dinner Special on 2/14)

Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

D
A

IL
Y

L
U

N
C
H

 &
 D

IN
N

E
R
 

S
P
E
C
IA

L
S
 F

A
X

E
D

 

O
N

 R
E
Q
U

E
S
T

F
R

E
E

W
I-F

I

EARLY BIRD DINNER
Monday–Thursday

4PM–6PM

Soup or Salad,
 Entrée, Coffee & Dessert

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes choice of Mimosa, 
Bloody Mary or Glass Of Beer

Traditional Irish Breakfast

COMPLETE
LUNCH

MON. – FRI.

$7 BAR LUNCHES
Monday–Friday 12PM–4PM

$2 DOMESTIC
PINTS
Til 6PM

$1495

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB 
TUESDAYS

18oz BLACK ANGUS SHELL STEAK
SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!
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MAX

On Wednesday, February 15, Community Board 
10 will conduct a Public Hearing with respect to the 
board’s response to the Mayor’s Preliminary Budget 
for Fiscal Year 2018.

The Public Hearing will take place at Community 
Board 10, 3165 East Tremont Avenue, at 7:30 p.m.

Contact the board offi ce at (718) 892-1161 with any 
questions.

Notice of 
Public Hearing

BY LYNN GERBINO
How are you all do-

ing with this mild (so far) 
winter? I hope well...

Our next meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, 
March 28, at 7:30 p.m. Our 
guest speaker will be Richard Bassik, BID Develop-
ment from Westchester Square who will talk about 
the proposed BID (Business Improvement District) 
for East Tremont Avenue. He will explain what hap-
pens when one comes to a community and what to 
expect. We also want to know if it affects our hom-
eowners who live on East Tremont Avenue.

New Scam Alert

It’s not a Verizon commercial: If you receive a 
phone call from someone asking “can you hear 
me,” hang up. You’re a potential victim in the latest 
scam circulating around the U.S. 

Police are now warning about the scheme, which 
also sparked warnings by Pennsylvania authorities 
late last year. The “can you hear me” con is actually 
a variation on earlier scams aimed at getting the 
victim to say the word “yes” in a phone conversa-
tion. That affi rmative response is recorded by the 
fraudster and used to authorize unwanted charges 
on a phone or utility bill or on a purloined credit 
card.

You say ‘yes,’ it gets recorded and they say that 
you have agreed to something,” said Susan Grant, 
director of consumer protection for the Consumer 
Federation of America. “I know that people think 
it’s impolite to hang up, but it’s a good strategy.”

But how can you get charged if you don’t provide 
a payment method? The con artist already has your 
phone number, and many phone providers pass 
through third-party charges. 

In addition, the criminal may have already col-
lected some of your personal information -- a credit 
card number or cable bill, perhaps -- as the result of 
a data breach. When the victim disputes the charge, 
the crook can then counter that he or she has your 
assent on a recorded line.  

What can you do? If you suspect you have al-
ready been victimized, check your credit card, 
phone and cable statements carefully for any unfa-
miliar charges. Call the billing company -- whether 
your credit card company or your phone provider 
-- and dispute anything that you didn’t authorize 
on purpose. If they say you have been recorded ap-
proving the charge and you have no recollection of 
that, ask for proof. 

Be wise, be aware.
If you have not sent in your dues yet, please do 

so. You can send a check for $15 to Throggs Neck 
Homeowners Association, P.O. Box 25, Throggs 
Neck Station, Bronx, NY 10465. We will be sending 
out the dues notices soon, but if you pay now you 
will help us save postage.

You can reach us at (718) 823-0327 or on our Fa-
cebook page, Throggs Neck Homeowners Associa-
tion.
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
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GET A JUMP START IN 2017 WITH OUR
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

New York City Department of 

Youth and Community Development 
Commissioner Bill Chong announced 
that applications are open for the 2017 
Summer Youth Employment Program 
through Friday, March 17. 

The application process was 
launched earlier this year to give New 
Yorkers additional time to plan for sum-
mer. 

Participants are selected by lottery 
for the program, which runs from July 
5 through August 19.

SYEP is the nation’s largest summer 
youth employment initiative, and since 
1963 has provided New York City young 
people between the ages of 14 and 24 
with up to six weeks of entry-level expe-
rience at worksites in all fi ve boroughs.

SYEP participants are compensated 
for their work at thousands of diverse 
worksites, including government agen-
cies, hospitals, summer camps, non-
profi ts, small businesses, law fi rms, 
museums, sports enterprises and retail. 
Specialized programming for disabled, 
foster care, runaway/homeless and 
court-involved young people are also 
available. SYEP offers workshops on 
job readiness, career exploration and 
fi nancial literacy, and opportunities to 
continue education and social growth. 
Ladders for Leaders is an employer-
paid internship component of SYEP for 
youth aged 16-22.

As part of a national effort to en-
courage young people to save and make 
healthy fi nancial choices, SYEP partici-
pants have the option to receive their 
wages via direct deposit to a bank ac-
count of their choice. Youth who signed 
up for direct deposit and/or opened sav-
ings accounts are eligible to receive 
over 2,000 rewards deposited to their ac-
counts ranging from $25-$500.   

Applications can be completed on-
line or at a participating community-

based organization during the appli-
cation period. Online applications are 
available on the DYCD website (nyc.
gov/dycd) Updates will also be posted 
to DYCD’s Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram sites. For more information, call 
311 or DYCD Youth Connect (1-800-246-
4646).

Employers and worksites looking 
to support New York City’s youth em-
ployment programs, including SYEP, 
should go to the Center for Youth Em-
ployment’s website (www.nyc.gov/cye). 
Interested employers can also email the 
Mayor’s Fund at fund@cityhall.nyc.gov 
for details.

* * *

Associates at the Montefi ore Ein-

stein Center for Heart & Vascular 
Care will host a series of heart-healthy 
events in observance of American 
Heart Month.

 Montefi ore leadership will kick-off 
Heart Month on Thursday, February 
2, at 11 a.m. at the Henry and Lucy Mo-
ses Division of Montefi ore in the main 
lobby, located near the East 210 Street 
entrance, with welcome comments fol-
lowed by a group walk of the “Mon-
tefi ore Mile,” a designated indoor, one-
mile path. 

Montefi ore’s Heart Month program 
offers a wide variety of events in both 
the Bronx and Westchester, including 
heart healthy screenings, healthy eat-
ing and cooking demonstrations, and 
educational talks. A full schedule of 
Heart Month events can be found at 
www.montefi ore.org/heartmonth.

 To learn more about the Montefi ore 
Einstein Center for Heart & Vascular 
Care and heart healthy tips, follow @
Montefi oreNYC on Twitter and use the 
hashtag #LoveYourHeart. Additional 
information will also be available on 
Montefi ore’s Facebook and YouTube 
pages.

Summer youth employment
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Holy Rosary School celebrated Catholic Schools 
Week with the Archbishop of New York last 
week. Timothy Cardinal Dolan hosted a morning 
Mass on Wednesday, February 1 at Holy Rosary 
Church. Following the service, Cardinal Dolan 
and the faithful traveled two and a half blocks 
to Holy Rosary School for His Eminence to bless 
a plaque inside the school’s lobby and to meet 
with students. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

ols 
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(Leftg) (l-r) Cardinal Dolan (c) with principal 
Maryann Fusco (l) and Donna D’Urso who pro-
vided funding for the school’s plaque.

(Left below) Holy Rosary students were 
excited to meet His Eminence at their Bay-
chester school.

(Bottom left) Cardinal Dolan asked about 
what the students were learning in their 
class.

(Bottom right) Cardinal Dolan with 
second grade teacher Josephine 
Mascia.

Cardinal Dolan looked at some of the stu-
dents’ work.
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The 45th Precinct Community Council named offi cer Garfi eld Reynolds as ‘Cop of the Month’ 
at its monthly meeting on Thursday, February 2 at the monthly meeting. Offi cer Reynolds 
received this distinct honor after he and his partner pulled people out of a car containing 
60 bags of marijuana and a gun near Mayfl ower Avenue during a midnight tour.

OFFICER REYNOLDS NAMED COP OF THE MONTH

Police offi cer Reynolds (front, c) received thanks and praise from Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, Senator Jeff Klein and Deputy inspector Danielle Raia (back, l), the precinct’s 
commanding offi cer at the 45th Precinct Community Council meeting. 
 Community News Group/Patrick Rocchio

(l-r) Noel Gaskin, Noga Tech founder; Mohammed Diallo, Ginjan Bros CEO; Ibrahima Diallo, 
Ginjan Bros COO; George Logothetis, Libra Group chairman; Natasha Green, WeIntervene 
founder; Lily Kesselman, South Bronx Market co-founder and Stacie Alexiou, Watt + Flux 
founder were named last year’s honorees. Photo courtesy of Libra Group

The American Entrepreneurship Award, a program created and funded by the Libra Group 
to support American start-up businesses and entrepreneurs, announced on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 31 it will begin accepting submissions for its second annual award. Entrepreneurs are 
encouraged to apply for the opportunity to receive vital business funding and ongoing 
coaching from experienced business leaders on how to effectively grow their businesses 
including advice on how to best harness the power of technology and innovation within 
their business plans.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP AWARDS FOR BRONXITES

Art teacher Hannah Brenner-Leonard inspired the children to create their own distinctive 
Valentine’s Day cards. Photo by Miriam Quin

Lehman College Art Gallery helped local children explore their artistic side by creating 
unique Valentine’s Day cards at its Family Focus event on Saturday, January 28. The budding 
artists created handmade cards just in time for the upcoming romantic holiday.

YOUTHFUL VALENTINE CARDS AT LEHMAN COLLEGE

NYC Civil Court judge-elect Pat-
sy Goldbourne (r) administered 
the oath of offi ce to Senator 
Bailey as his wife Giamara (l) 
and his mother joined him on 
stage. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Jamaal Bailey took 
the oath of offi ce on Saturday, 
January 28 at Butler Memo-
rial United Methodist Church. 
Bailey’s exciting inauguration 
featured addresses by Senator 
Chuck Schumer, Councilman 
Andy King, Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie, District Attorney 
Darcel Clark, assembly mem-
bers Marcos Crespo and Mi-
chael Benedetto and a live per-
formance by the Mind-Builders 
Creative Arts Center Dancers.

SENATOR JAMAAL BAILEY’S INAUGURATION

The Mind-Builders Creative Arts 
Center Dancers gave a crowd 
pleasing performance at Sena-
tor Bailey’s inauguration. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Cut your electric bill 
by 50% or more
by going solar!
Financing available 
with zero money down

Contact us today to learn more.
NYC Solar Installers Serving All Five Boroughs since 2009

voltaicsolaire.com

BY RAIN GWEP PROGRAM
Welcome to a new column dedicated 

to increasing the health and wellbeing 
of older adults living in the Bronx.  

Healthy Seniors CliCC is a partner-
ship of the Hartford Institute for Ge-
riatric Nursing at NYU Rory Meyers 
College of Nursing, Montefi ore Medi-
cal System and R.A.I.N. 

This partnership is dedicated to 
connecting primary health care to the 
community and their engagement in 
healthy behaviors. A goal is to move 
the Bronx out of the last position, #62, 
in the New York State county health 
rankings. 

From this initiative, we have es-
tablished the Bronx Health Corps – a 
group of volunteers who have commit-
ted to be trained as teachers for older 
adults and their families. This edu-
cation is designed with the senior in 
mind; providing engaging, innovative, 
and interactive workshops on: Asthma, 
Healthy Heart, Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementias, and Healthy 

Healthy Seniors CliCC
Living which includes topics on nutri-
tion, stress management, exercise and 
older adult sexuality. Each topic is ei-
ther a three or four part series that is 
delivered across 4 consecutive weeks. 
The goal of the Bronx Health Corps, 
which began in the 12 R.A.I.N. Senior 
Centers, is to educate seniors in the 
Bronx Community to live a healthy 
life and manage a chronic disease they 
may have.

Healthy Seniors CliCC is continu-
ing to recruit and train volunteers. 
Our goal is to have more than 100 com-
munity volunteers trained to educate 
older adults and their families or care-
takers throughout the Bronx. 

We are continually recruiting in-
dividuals who are concerned about 
the health of their community. Please 
contact Jeff Lucas, project manager at 
R.A.I.N. at (347) 202-8805 to join us. You 
can have a unique impact on your com-
munity by helping us make difference 
in the lives of a senior near you.

Next week: Catch a Falling Star

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
Well the Patriots 

won, I hope the Falcon 
fans don’t go wild in the 
streets protesting the 
win like what happened 
with the election.

Post 620 welcomes new members 
Ray Bravo, Army/Navy, Jamie Betan-
cur, Army. Both are on active duty. 
Welcome also Joseph Frerrante a 
transfer in. He is also Army.

We have taken out an ad in the St. 
Pat’s Day Parade journal, wishing all 
the participants well. Once again, I 
have been passed over for grand mar-
shal. Oh well, There’s next year. The 
parade is on Sunday, March 12.

Dues are due. You will be dropped 
from the rolls if not paid up.

We donated monies to FDNY Lad-
der 44 for the cost of mailing goody 
packages over seas to  the troops in 
A’stan.

Need a DD-214? Call (866) 272-6272 
and follow instructions.

We are still collect-
ing eye glasses, cell 
phones hearing aids and 
non-stained, non-torn 
clothing for the vets. 
This clothing includes 
women’s and children. 

If were not home, leave your donation 
inside the gate on the Ericson side of 
the building. That’s the pub entrance.

The post clean-up and prettifi cation 
is going well. We can use some more 
vols.

Short column this week.
Trivia Time

The Lincoln Tunnel north tube 
opened February 1, 1945.

The fi rst ‘lunch counter sit-in’ hap-
pened on February 1, 1960 in Greens-
boro, NC.

Baseball’s National League was 
founded on February 2, 1876.

Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and 
the Big Bopper went down in a plane 
crash on February 3, 1959.

Keep the troops in your prayers, 
hug a vet and God bless.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Frequent soccer ball heading is a 
common and under recognized cause 
of concussion symptoms, according to 
a study of amateur players led by Al-
bert Einstein College of Medicine re-
searchers. The fi ndings run counter to 
earlier soccer studies suggesting con-
cussion injuries mainly result from in-
advertent head impacts, such as colli-
sions with other players or a goalpost. 
The study was published online today 
in Neurology®, the medical journal of 
the American Academy of Neurology.

“The prevailing wisdom is that rou-
tine heading in soccer is innocuous 
and we need only worry about players 
when they have unintentional head 
collisions,” says study leader Michael 
L. Lipton, M.D., Ph.D., professor of ra-
diology and of psychiatry and behav-
ioral sciences at Einstein and director 
of MRI Services at Montefi ore. “But 
our study suggests that you don’t need 
an overt collision to warrant this type 
of concern. Many players who head the 
ball frequently are experiencing clas-
sic concussion symptoms such as head-
ache, confusion, and dizziness during 
games and practice, even though they 
are not actually diagnosed with con-
cussion. Concussion sufferers should 
avoid additional collisions or head 

Possible causes for concussion symptoms
impacts during the following days or 
weeks, when their risk of incurring a 
second concussion is extremely high. 
Because these injuries go unrecog-
nized and unmanaged, there may be 
important clinical consequences for 
the short and long term.”

Studies clearly show that single or 
repeated concussion causes neurologic 
problems. But little is known about the 
effects of frequent but lesser impacts, 
such as those experienced while head-
ing a soccer ball. Some research, nota-
bly a recent study of adolescent players 
published in JAMA Pediatrics, suggest 
that heading is not a common cause of 
concussion. “However, these studies 
did not actually measure heading, and 
thus they were unable to separate the 
relative contributions of intentional 
and unintentional head impacts,” says 
Dr. Lipton.

In the current study, a part of the 
Einstein Soccer Study, Dr. Lipton and 
his colleagues asked 222 adult amateur 
soccer players (80 percent men, ages 18 
to 55) to fi ll out online questionnaires 
on their soccer-related activities dur-
ing the previous two weeks, including 
details about heading and other unin-
tentional head impacts and any result-
ing headaches, pain and dizziness as 

well as more severe symptoms, such 
as feeling dazed, needing medical at-
tention, and becoming unconscious. 
Some of the 222 players fi lled out ques-
tionnaires for more than a single two-
week span, resulting in a total of 470 
questionnaires during a nine-month 
period in 2013-2014.

Approximately 35 percent of the 
participants reported one uninten-
tional head impact, and 16 percent re-
ported more than one such impact. The 
median number of headings during 
the two-week reporting period for all 
respondents was 40.5. Twenty percent 
of the participants reported experienc-
ing moderate-to-very severe concus-
sion symptoms, with 18 percent report-
ing severe and 7 percent very severe 
symptoms. Although these symptoms 
were more strongly connected with 
unintentional head impacts, heading 
was shown to be an independent risk 
factor for concussion symptoms.

“This fi nding is consistent with 
one of our previous studies, where 30 
percent of soccer players who’d had 
more than 1,000 headings per year 
had a higher risk of microstructural 
changes in the brain’s white matter, 
typical of traumatic brain injury, and 
worse cognitive performance,” says 

Dr. Lipton
In the new study, players who 

headed the most were the most sus-
ceptible to concussion. “The extent 
to which lesser degrees of exposure 
to heading lead to cumulative injury 
over time is not known and deserves 
further study,” Dr. Lipton says. “Our 
fi ndings certainly indicate that head-
ing is more than just a ‘sub-concus-
sive’ impact, and that heading-related 
concussions are common. We need to 
give people who have these injuries 
proper care and make efforts to pre-
vent multiple head impacts, which are 
particularly dangerous.”

The study is titled, “Symptoms 
from Repeated Intentional and Unin-
tentional Head Impact in Soccer Play-
ers.” Other contributors are Walter F. 
Stewart, Ph.D., M.P.H., at Sutter Health 
Research, Walnut Creek, CA; Namhee 
Kim, Chloe Ifrah, Richard B. Lipton, 
M.D., Tamar Glattstein, and Mimi 
Kim, Sc.D., all at Einstein; and Molly 
E. Zimmerman, Ph.D., at Einstein and 
Fordham University, Bronx, NY.

The study was funded by grants 
from the National Institutes of Health 
(R01 NS082432) and the Dana Founda-
tion. The authors declare no confl icts 
of interest.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
William ‘Bill’ Suriani was 

a local fi xture. A 94-year old 
silvered hair man who sat 
outside his home on Allerton 
Avenue everyday when the 
weather was suitable. And 
if the weather was bad you 
could fi nd him in one of the lo-
cal shops, either chatting it up 
with the crew from Napoleons 
Hair Salon or grabbing a few 
lollipops from Tax Time As-
sociates.

Peppa my sweet and loving 
pitbull terrier also had to stop 
and say “hi” to Bill whenever 
we went on our walks. She 
would have plenty of kisses for 
him and each time he would 
say the same reply “Thanks 
for the bath, sweetheart.” As 
other residents would walk by 
Peppa with concern, he would 
comfort them and say “Don’t 
worry she ate already.”

The man was a gem and a 
sentinel of Allerton. He social-
ized with everyone and was 
fearless. These are common 

traits in veterans and Bill 
served during WWII. Always 
clean shaven, a gentle but 
stern face with a lot of life and 
intelligence in his eyes.

Bill lived on Allerton on 
the same block, in the same 
house for over 80 years. His 
parents owned the house and 
lived there as a kid. When the 
war was over, he married his 
sweetheart and they lived to-
gether in that house when Al-
lerton was still a farm. He saw 
it all and was happy to share 
it with anyone who would lis-
ten.

Through thick and thin, for 
bad times and for good times, 
he never forgot where he came 
from. He never abandoned his 
home ... he never left his post.

His seal of approval was 
the most encouraging and 
valuable compliment we re-
ceived as an organization and 
personally as an individual. 
He motivated us to do more 
because when a man who has 
been in the neighborhood 

since the 30s notices and ap-
preciates the work you are do-
ing, especially a man of this 
caliber and respect, it hits you 
right in the heart and in the 
gut.  When community ser-
vice reached it diffi cult levels 
I would think back to Bill and 
other old timers who were so 
grateful of the work we have 
done.

And now the image and 
moment that will stick in my 
head is Thursday night as Bill 
sat in my newly established of-
fi ce. He came in and made sure 
he signed my freshly printed 
contact sheet list. Then he 
sat down for a moment and 
we talked. And at the end of 
the conversation he was tell-
ing me all of his buddies in 

the neighborhood who never 
made it back from the war. 
The guys who lived on Radcliff 
and Colden. He remembered 
them by name, fi rst and last. 
He parted telling me to “Keep 
up the good work.”

Those were his last words 
to me. The next day, Friday 
afternoon, Bill had a massive 
heart attack driving his car 
out of Farenga Bros. Funeral 
Home parking lot.

Imagination and hindsight 
are powerful tools. I can’t help 
but feel he knew his time was 
coming. Our last conversa-
tion was like none we’ve had 
before. I can’t help but believe 
he came in that night to pass 
the torch. That he felt Aller-
ton was in good hands and he 
can rest. He can be relieved of 
his duties as the Allerton sen-
tinel.

Bill Suriani you will be 
terribly missed. You made Al-
lerton a better place and you 
shared your heart with every-
one you met. You loved read-

ing these articles and told me 
so frequently. It’s only fi tting 
we dedicate this one to you.

Rest now. Allerton is 
grateful for you and we will 
continue to rebuild Allerton 
into a strong thriving com-
munity.

Email us at AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com. Visit us 
on Facebook @Allerton Inter-
national Merchants. Stop by 
our offi ce 930 Allerton Avenue, 
a space generously donated by 
Tax Time Associates.

Thank you Mamma Rosa 
for donating a few much 
needed items to the 4 Chap-
lains Mass this past Sunday. 
Also thank you to Ammirati 
Coffee and Tea for supplying 
us with fresh LaVazza and 
Cafe Ammi. And to Veronica 
Castro, Dawn Gonzalez and 
MaryAnn Cordani for volun-
teering for our vets on this day 
and helping set up and serve 
brunch.

Your community is your 
business.

BY FRAN ARICO
AND BARBARA FLEMING

Our next meeting will be 
on Wednesday, February 15 
at 7:15 p.m. at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 3283 Am-
pere Avenue (corner of Re-
search Avenue).  We will 
have guest speakers from 

Senator Jeff Klein’s and 
Councilman James Vac-
ca’s offices. On Wednesday, 
March 1 we will sponsor a 
bus ride to the Sands Ca-
sino, Bethlehem, PA leaving 
from in front of the Knights 
of Columbus Hall at 9 a.m. 
and 9:15 a.m. from the Mor-

ris Park Library, 985 Morris 
Park Avenue. The Sands has 

over 3,000 slot machines, 200 
game tables, restaurants, 
buffet, food court and over 
20 designer outlet stores all 
in one building. 

Tickets: $40 with a return 
of $35.

Call:  Fran Arico (718) 
828-5073 or Barbara Fleming 

(718) 664-7782, all invited.   
Annual dues of $10 will be 

collected, if members have 
not paid their 2016 dues, the 
subscription to the newspa-
per will be discontinued.  

Coffee and cake will be 
served at end of our meet-
ing.
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Our Lady of the Assumption 
School needs your help to restore 
its gymnasium.  They need paint, 
window, ceiling and vestibule re-
pairs, and new stage curtains.  

They are asking each family to 
help with this improvement proj-
ect by supporting The Park Lane 
Jewelry Fundraiser and  share the 
link on your social media with your 
family and friends.  https://www.

parklanejewelry.com/store/start/
fundraiser/1037.  

Park Lane Jewelry, founded in 
1955, is all about giving back.  A full 
50% of the fundraiser sales will be 
given back to benefi t Our Lady of 
the Assumption School.  

 The goal is to raise $30,000.
Y will pay no tax; no shipping 

and your produce comes with a life-
time replacement guarantee.

OLA gym restoration project

On Friday, January 27, 51 Spell-
man students accompanied by three 
chaperones (David Oniffrey of the 
Theology Dept., Fr. Peter Pilsner and 
Lauren Toro ’09) attended the March 
for Life in Washington DC.  They ar-
rived for the rally, featuring guest 
speakers Mike Pence, Vice President 
of the United States, Kellyanne Con-
way, Counsel to the President of the 
United States, and Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan. After the rally, tens of thou-
sands of participants marched from 
the Washington Monument, past the 
United States Capitol to the Supreme 
Court building.  

The students stayed overnight, 
and on Saturday toured the Saint 
John Paul II Shrine as well as the Ba-
silica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, where Fr. 

Spellman students attend March for Life

Pilsner celebrated Mass for the Spell-
manites in the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Chapel.  

The trip was sponsored by the Pro 

Life Club, which has attended the 
March for Life for over the past 25 
years.  Students who attended this 
trip recognize the sanctity of life 

from the moment of conception to the 
moment of natural death, and were 
there to show their support for the 
unborn. 

Spellman students in front of the Washington Monument at the start of the 44th annual March for Life.

Monsignor Scanlan High School 
(formerly St. Helena High School.) 
will be welcoming the Red Monkey 
Theatre Group in their production 
of “Much Ado About Nothing” to its 
Bronx campus.  This production is 
being fully funded by the St. Helena 
Business High School Alumni Asso-
ciation and all proceeds will benefi t 
the Sr. Mary Richard Scholarship 
Fund at Monsignor Scanlan High 
School.

Sister Mary Richard was instru-
mental in the opening of the St. Hel-
ena Business School on September 
9, 1957. As their principal, Sr. Mary 
Richard opened the doors to 136 stu-
dents introducing them to a curric-
ulum that included academic and 
business subjects with Religion at its 
core. Each year 300 graduates walked 
down the aisle of St. Helena’s Church 
to receive their diplomas and take 
their places in the business world.  
Many of these graduates have since 
gone on to college and successful ca-
reers, attributing their successes in 
school and in life to Sr. Mary Rich-
ard.  

Sr. Mary Richard retired in 1973, 
having served as principal for 16 
years and she died on November 16, 
1995.  She is fondly remembered by 

her students, many who still recall 
the words she imparted to them a very 
long time ago, “May all that meet you 
be better for having met you; may no 
one be less good, less kind for having 
known you.”

Much Ado About Nothing is a play 
set at the end of the war, at a time 
when people are allowing themselves 
to believe they have a future.  Their 
emotions are thawing out after a pe-
riod of national trauma.  Soldiers are 
struggling to re-enter the civilian 
world; survivors are struggling to re-
form the bonds of family and friend-
ship.  

Like any Shakespeare play, this 
is a piece that reaches across time to 
shake us by our collective cultural la-
pels.  It confronts us with a wealth of 
ideas that couldn’t be more current – 
gender roles, infi delity, generational 
divides, civil war – and hope.

This play is a struggle of love, 
trust and forgiveness against pride, 
fear and envy.  In this struggle, wit is 
sometimes a delicious poison – a tool 
by means of which we may speak to 
each other without listening.  And 
the moments when characters in this 
play truly listen to each other, time 
and time again, are the moments 
when hearts and lives can be won or 

lost.
The Red Monkey Theatre Group’s 

production is a 90-minute adaptation 
directed by Tal Aviezer.  

This adaptation is set in Italy in 
the late 1940’s, just after the close of 
World War II, and will feature cos-
tumes, music and dance from that pe-
riod.  Scanlan students, who are pres-
ently reading Shakespeare’s “Much 
Ado About Nothing” as part of their 
school curriculum, are excited to 
have the opportunity to see this play 
live, on stage on their campus.  A do-
nation of $10 will fund a Scanlan stu-
dent who wishes to attend this pro-
duction.

There will be one performance on 
Sunday, March 26 at 2 p.m. in the Sil-
verberg Field House on the campus 
of Monsignor Scanlan High School.  
Following the performance, there 
will be a brief question and answer 
session with the cast members.  Am-
ple parking is available on the Scan-
lan campus and refreshments and 
raffl es will be sold.  

Ticket prices are $20 for adults, 
$15 for seniors and $10 for students 

(with a school ID). 
To purchase your tickets, fund a 

Scanlan student or to make a dona-
tion to the Sr. Mary Richard Scholar-
ship Fund, visit the Scanlan website 
– www.scanlanhs.edu - and click on 
Alumni Events or call (718) 430-0100, 
ext. 46 or ext. 58.  

If space allows, tickets will be sold 
at the door on the day of the perfor-
mance.  No reserved seating – open 
seating only on a fi rst come, fi rst 
served basis.

The Red Monkey Theatre Group 
is a non-profi t performing arts com-
pany that was founded in 1999 and is 
the resident theater company of the 
College of Mount Saint Vincent in 
Riverdale, NY.  

RMTG is dedicated to enriching 
local communities through the culti-
vation, creation and presentation of 
live theater. Company members have 
trained with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company, the National Theater In-
stitute at the Eugene O’Neill Theater 
Center, the Moscow Arts Theater, 
Lincoln Center Theater, and other di-
verse institutions and programs.

Monsignor Scanlan presents ‘Much Ado About Nothing’

This event will be taking 
place at Confetti. located at 3190 
Westchester Avenue.

Kishma Simmons, Inc. will 
bring a free  Pre-Valentine’s Day 
Pop Up Shoppe for the fi rst time to 
Confetti, 3190 Westchester Avenue, 
on Sunday, February 12, from 5 to 
8 p.m. 

The event will feature the fol-

Pre-Valentine’s Day
Pop-Up Shoppe

lowing businesses spreading their 
gifts and selling their items: Cook-
iez Boutique, Sassalicious Cos-
metics, PIP Treasures, Rebecca’s 
Sweets & Spices and LuLa Roe.

Also included will be music, 
hair, makeup, clothing and more 
at a variety of stations. 

For further information email 
dorian2002@gmail.com.
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

FEBRUARY AND MARCH SPECIAL DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT

Shih-Tzu, Maltese and Yorkie!!
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425
3 bedroom/2 bath.  Throggs Neck-Pelham Bay. Laundry in building $2150.

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99
Khakis

and
Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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An international consor-
tium of academic research in-
stitutions have been awarded 
a $21 million grant from the 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) to develop better ways 
to prevent epilepsy in patients 
who have suffered traumatic 
brain injuries.

The grant will be led by 
seven principal investigators 
at fi ve institutions: Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine, 
David Geffen School of Medi-
cine at UCLA, Keck School of 
Medicine at the University of 
Southern California, Univer-
sity of Melbourne and Univer-
sity of Eastern Finland. The 
investigators will collaborate 
in the fi elds of bioinformatics, 

$21M traumatic brain injury grant
molecular biology, cellular 
pathology, therapy discovery 
and the health sciences.

The research team will 
identify biomarkers associ-
ated with the development of 
epilepsy and develop novel 
therapies designed to prevent 
or modify the condition, which 
is currently incurable. They 
will also engage with patients 
and their families to help iden-
tify their most pressing needs 
and concerns, encourage them 
to participate in research, 
and provide educational re-
sources. The project, the Epi-
lepsy Bioinformatics Study 
for Antiepileptogenic Ther-
apy, or EpiBioS4Rx, includes 
an international network of 

13 centers for traumatic brain 
injuries and seven preclinical 
research centers with exper-
tise in traumatic brain injury, 
epileptogenesis (the develop-
ment of epilepsy), the identifi -
cation of plasma, tissue, EEG, 
and imaging biomarkers and 
preclinical therapy develop-
ment.

“Spontaneous seizures are 
a major side effect of brain in-
juries. With its diverse team of 
international experts, EpiBio-
S4Rx is one of three Epilepsy 
Centers without Walls which 
the National Institutes of 
Health funds to tackle some of 
the biggest hurdles in epilepsy 
research,” said Randall Stew-
art, Ph.D., program director 

the NIH’s National Institute 
of Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke (NINDS). “The hope 
is that work by the research-
ers will lead to better ways to 
treat and prevent these types 
of seizures.”

Epilepsy is a broad term 
used for a brain disorder that 
causes seizures. About 2.9 mil-
lion adults and children in the 
United States have active epi-
lepsy, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. About a third of those 
patients’ seizures are not con-
trolled by drugs. Traumatic 
brain injuries are the most 
signifi cant cause of epilepsy 
in people ages 15 to 24.

The principal investiga-

tors on the grant are Jerome 
Engel Jr., M.D., Ph.D. and 
Paul Vespa, M.D. of the Da-
vid Geffen School of Medicine 
at UCLA; Aristea Galanopo-
ulou, M.D., Ph.D. and Solo-
mon Moshé, M.D. of Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine/
Montefi ore Health System; 
Terence O’Brien M.B., B.S., 
M.D., F.R.A.C.P. of the Univer-
sity of Melbourne; Asla Pit-
känen M.D., Ph.D. of the Uni-
versity of Eastern Finland; 
and Arthur Toga, Ph.D. of the 
Keck School of Medicine at the 
University of Southern Cali-
fornia.

The grant was awarded by 
the NINDS, part of the NIH 
(1U54NS100064).

Action
Association

(Right) Myra (dog) loves to go 
for walks and play. A good girl 
who can’t wait to be part of a 
forever family where she can 
give tons of love. Can be food 
aggressive so a home without 
small children is preferable.

(Far right) Zachary (cat), 
found roaming the streets, was  
brought in by a good samaritan. 
He loves to cuddles, especially 
on people’s laps.

New Beginning Animal Res-
cue is located at 2515 Newbold 
Avenue. 

To adopt any of these pets, 
email newbeginninganimalres-
cue@gmail.com or call 347-691-
3282.

NEW BEGINNING ANIMAL RESCUE PETS

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The real goals of the anti-

Trump movement leaders are 
more complex than portrayed 
by the friendly media.

Even before Donald Trump 
took the oath of offi ce, protests 
were being planned and exe-
cuted across the United States. 
The tone and vehemence of 
those events are without any 
precedent, with the sole excep-
tion of the reaction to the elec-
tion of Abraham Lincoln.

There is a certain irratio-
nality to the comments and 
demonstrations.  Some of the 
conditions those involved are 
angry about exist after eight 
years of an Obama presidency, 
an individual they clearly pre-
fer. Despite the angry shouts, 
signs, and statements of the 
participants, there is scant 
evidence that, absent a strenu-
ous misinterpretation, (which  
a biased media has been quite 
willing to provide) Mr. Trump 
has engaged in any action that 
could reasonably be construed 
as racist, misogynist, xeno-
phobic, or anti-LGBT.

Nor does there appear to be 
any attempt to engage the new 
president in a reasonable dis-
cussion to dissuade him from 
the views that the demonstra-
tors object to. Indeed, on In-
auguration Day, rather than 
seeking to merely make their 
voices heard as the inaugura-
tion process unfolded, the at-
tempt was actually to disrupt 
the process itself.

The Daily Signal  reported 
that: “Disrupt J20 organizers, 
[posted] this defi nition of what 
it means to take ‘direct action:’ 
‘Direct Action is when you 
take collective action to make 
social change without giving 
power over to an authority or 

middle person. We don’t ask 
permission or put our faith 
in electoral politics, instead, 
we use our bodies to stop the 
smooth operation of the sys-
tem we oppose. Examples of 
direct action include the on-
going resistance at Standing 
Rock against the Dakota Ac-
cess Pipeline, the street and 
highway blockades of Black 
Lives Matter, or the occupa-
tions of public squares dur-
ing Occupy Wall Street.’ An-
archist-affi liated media sites 
such as Crimethinc.com…
suggest the potential for vio-
lence.”

CNN reported that six po-
lice offi cers were injured, 217 
protestors were arrested, and 
a limousine was set afi re in 
Washington on Inauguration 
Day. Centrist Democrat Sena-
tor Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) 
condemned the violence, in an 
interview with The Hill.

If these activities occurred 
spontaneously, some leeway 
might be given to the lack 
of coherence or logic in the 
course of their actions and 
statements.  But the reality is 
this movement is well-funded 
and well-planned. Breitbart 
reports that “The Women’s 
March on Washington, a ce-
lebrity-endorsed event [was] 
backed by a who’s who of far-
left organizations, including 
scores of groups fi nanced by 
billionaire George Soros.”

The Washington Times re-
ported “Republican strategist 
Michael McKenna said pro-
testing the peaceful transition 
of power is ‘really an unhelp-
ful thing’ for Democrats look-
ing to establish the moral high 
ground and turn public opin-
ion against Mr. Trump. ‘It’s 
pathological,’ said Mr. McK-
enna, who at one point advised 

the Trump transition. ‘Demo-
crats need to realize that one-
party rule doesn’t serve any-
one’s purposes. Competition is 
what makes this whole thing 
work, and Democrats need 
to start being a competitive 
party again.’ ”

A careful review might 
disclose that the motivation 
for the protests could in-
clude a leadership struggle 
within the Democrat Party, 
the initial shots in a civil war 
brought about by the devas-
tating loss of its power in the 
White House, the House of 
Representatives, the U.S. Sen-

ate, many state legislatures 
and governorships in recent 
years.  Democrats seeking 
the survival of their party 
will be forced to note that the 
combination of extreme left-
wing policies, divisive iden-
tity politics, back-door infl u-
ence by billionaires such as 
Tom Steyer and George So-
ros, and Clinton-style cor-
ruption have not served their 
party well.  Outrageous ac-
tions by New York Senator 
Charles Schumer, who intro-
duced legislation to weaken 
First Amendment protec-
tions, have also harmed the 
party.

In addition to their losses 
at the ballot box, the embar-
rassing condition of many cit-
ies run by left-wing Democrat 
mayors across the nation (Chi-
cago being a prime example) 
points to a clear need for sig-

nifi cant change—an altera-
tion which will detrimentally 
affect the leftist who currently 
control the party.

It is becoming increasingly 
evident that the goal of the ex-
treme leftists sponsoring this 
movement is not to effectuate 
specifi c policy changes.  Part 
of it is a struggle to retain con-
trol of the Democrat Party de-
spite a record of failure. And 
part of it is a rebellion—the 
word is used intentionally—
against the constitutional elec-
tion process which rendered a 
result the left did not want.  It 
is, in its essence, a rejection of 
the entire concept of the elec-
toral process itself.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.
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500+ miles. 7 days.
to end cancer
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EmpireStateRide.com

JULY 30 - AUGUST 5, 2017
NYC TO NIAGARA FALLS
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Alyssa Clear embodied the noir genre in both her attire and her work, ‘Goodbye, Darling’. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Daniel Huben with his visually stunning work, ‘Prospect Station’. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Bronx Council on the Arts hosted an opening reception for its newest exhibition ‘Noir: Defi ning the Melodrama’ on Wednesday, February 1 at the Longwood Art Gallery. The exhibit 
drew inspiration from the classic fi lm genre and detective stories to address such ongoing social concerns as crime, gender roles, isolation and displacement. Featured artists include 
Laura Alvarez, Tyrone Brown-Osborne, Carey Clark, Alyssa Clear, Roberto de Jesus, Ray Felix, Elizabeth Glushko, Steve Pavlovsky, Daniel Hauben, Rasheed Humphrey, Patrick Jewell, Nikki 
Johnson, Jayson Keeling, Gabrielle Lopez, Jeanette may, Osjua Newton, Gelah Penn, Néstor Pérez-Molière, Jaime Permuth, Ethan Shoshan, Shira Toren, Nitza Tufi ño, Deenesa Usher, Boo 
Lynn Walsh, Joe Wippler and Michael Young. ‘Noir: Defi ning the Melodrama’ will be on view through Thursday, May 4. The 450 Grand Concourse gallery is open every Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday from noon to 5 p.m. 

BCA PRESENTS ‘NOIR: DEFINING THE MELODRAMA’

BCHN members wore their best red outfi ts 
to raise heart health awareness. 
 Photo by Eric Machicote, Bronx Community Health 
Network

Bronx Community Health Network celebrated 
National Wear Red Day on Friday, February 3 
at the organization’s Fordham Plaza head-
quarters. In order to bring better aware-
ness to heart health, BCHN and other orga-
nizations promoted small lifestyle changes 
people can make to positively impact their 
health such as being more physically active, 
controlling blood pressure and cholesterol 
and getting adequate amounts of sleep.

BX. HEALTH NETWORK’S
 WEAR RED DAY

Blink Fitness management and staff and Makers Point representatives were thrilled to cut the ribbon for the new 
Blink Fitness Southern Boulevard center. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Jacqueline Estrada (l), Blink Fitness area manager, presented Brenda 
Cabrerra, Blink Fitness facility manager, the ceremonial key. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Longwood residents were excited to welcome premium quality, value-based fi tness club Blink Fitness to their 
neighborhood on Monday, January 30. A fun-fi lled grand opening ceremony was held in honor of the fi tness 
club’s 52nd club located at 932 Southern Boulevard. In honor of this special occasion, Blink Fitness will donate 
50 one-year memberships to two local non-profi t organizations, Makers Point and South Bronx United.

BLINK FITNESS CLUB OPENS IN LONGWOOD
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This week’s share from GrowNYC’s Fresh Food Box.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Has everyone gone 

crazy?  Who, in their 
right mind, would put 
two light poles practi-
cally in the middle of a 
main street with traffi c 
problems.  The second I 
saw this I knew it would only be days 
before someone would hit it.   They 
haven’t even attached the light pole 
to the base and it has already caused 
an accident.  Could you imagine if the 
light pole was attached when it was 
hit?  Surely, someone would have been 
killed.

The situation on Tremont Avenue is 
getting worse by the minute thanks to 
those in a government that is supposed 
to protect us.  Adding this insanity to 
an already insane plan which is called 
Vision Zero is just typical of what the 
mayor, the NYC Department of Trans-
portation and Councilman James 
Vacca have done to the most traveled 
street in our community.  Our com-
munity is putting our electeds and our 
government on notice.  If those light 
poles remain in the street and some-
one is hurt or killed because of it , their 
blood will be on your hands.

I can only assume that placing the 
light poles there was an effort to in-
crease the amount of lighting in the 
area.  No one will dispute the fact that 

we need increased light-
ing along Tremont Ave-
nue.  As a matter of fact, 
we requested that the 
lighting be increased in 
the cemetery area many 
years ago.  But when the 
solution is worse than 

the problem, you lose every bit of con-
fi dence that our government has the 
ability to protect us. 

This has to go down as the very 
worst solution that has been thrust 
upon us. Our government must re-
think the entire Vision Zero program, 
especially because Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg, head of DOT, has 
freely admitted that it is not working 
as they thought it would.  

Dues

Thanks to the members that have 
sent in their dues. If you have not done 
so, please take the time to do it today.  
As I have said before, we never want 
to remove someone from our member-
ship list but with the cost of everything 
going up, we will have to cancel the 
Bronx Times Reporter subscriptions 
of any member that has not paid their 
dues.  So, please work with us and send 
your check for $10 to 1145 Hobart Av-
enue, Bronx, NY 10461.  Send it today 
because we want you to remain as a 
member of our great association.  

Thanks.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
As a follow up to my last article, 

I wanted to offer some helpful infor-
mation for those of you who want to 
make a concerted effort to buy Ameri-
can.  If you have access to the Inter-
net and like to shop online, all you 
have to do is Google ‘made in USA’ or 
‘made in America’ or even, ‘made in 
NYC’.  I went on to Amazon because I 
knew I had some points to spend so I 
put in this search criteria and found a 
few companies that intrigued me.  As 
I fi nd companies that I feel are worth 
passing on to you, I will.

With that in mind, this week I will 
let you in on a company in Buford, GA 
that employs 100 people and makes 
women’s shoes: Oka-B.  The shoes 
come in a few basic styles: a sandal, 
a ballet fl at and an open toed wedge 
heel, all in a huge variety of colors.  
All of the shoes are made from plas-
tic, with 25% derived from recycled 
material.  This will most certainly ap-
peal to those who are trying to avoid 
wearing leather while still wanting to 
be stylish, as these are not your run of 
the mill plastic shoes.  

I ordered a pair of coral colored bal-
let fl ats with a starfi sh shaped rhine-
stone embellishment at the toes.  I was 
impressed at the quality of the crafts-
manship.  The edges of the shoes were 
clean, the padded insert was applied 
straight and the rhinestone embel-
lishment was well made and securely 
applied; all implying good quality 
control and pride in workmanship.  
The shoes were comfortable and I am 
looking forward to rocking them this 
spring.  

At retail, prices range from $26 for 
sandals and slides to $60 for the wedge 
heels.   The website offers a sale sec-
tion, albeit with limited colors and 
sizes available, but good bargains can 
be had.  You can order via Amazon or 
direct from their website, www.oka-b.
com.  Their website is fi lled with in-
formation on the company and envi-
ronmental practices, plus there’s a 
great video with scenes from inside 
the factory.

Now back to food.
Our Locust Point CSA is up and 

running and we have already seen 
some new members signing up.  As al-
ways, we have members who drop out 
for one reason or another.  CSA is not 
perfect for everyone, but it seems that 
every year, about 1/3 of our members 
do not return and we get new mem-
bers to replace them.  No matter what 
we do, our membership seems to end 
up at an average of 35 full shares, with 
lots of those shares being split by two 
families.  If you are interested in join-
ing a CSA, Stoneledge Farm has two 
distribution sites in our area:  Locust 
Point and City Island.  Go to www.
stoneledge.farm to sign up.  If you 
have any questions or need a share 
partner, contact me at my new email 
address: cnapolitano491@gmail.com.  
You can also check out our Locust 
Point CSA page on Facebook.

One of the limits of our CSA pro-
gram is that it only runs for 24 weeks, 
from June until November.  Did you 

know that right here in the Bronx 
there are two locations for a year 
round CSA program?  GrowNYC runs 
the Fresh Food Box program (www.
grownyc.org/foodbox) which helps 
New Yorkers access $25 worth of fresh 
local produce (six to nine different 
items each week, including greens 
and fruit) for only $12 a week.  There 
are a number of sites in Manhattan 
which may work for some of you if it’s 
close to your offi ce.  There is a site in 
Hunts Point and another at Bronx-
works, 1130 Grand Concourse.

This past Wednesday afternoon, 
my fellow CSA coordinator Sherrill 
and I were given a tour of the Bronx-
Works’ Carolyn McLaughlin Commu-
nity Center.  The tour was given to us 
by Gianna Dell’Olio, BronxWorks’ di-
rector of Advancement and Commu-
nications.  

Gianna is a member of our CSA 
and we wanted to check out the Grow 
NYC Fresh Food Box program that 
has a distribution site at their facil-
ity on Wednesdays from 3:30 to 6:30 
p.m.  Aside from the benefi t of oper-
ating year round, the Fresh Food Box 
allows you to commit to the share on 
a week by week basis.  Families who 
picked up their shares this particu-
lar week would be receiving apples, 
acorn squash, red onions, baby mixed 
leaf kale, Asian mixed greens, green 
beans and a bag of dried black beans.  
Shares were already bagged for mem-
bers and included a handout detail-
ing what was in the bag, information 
about the farms that supplied the pro-
duce and recipes using that week’s 
items.

It put our CSA management skills 
to shame.  

Anyone can sign up for the Fresh 
Food Box, they accept cash, credit, 
debit, EBT and HealthBucks.  If you 
would like to utilize the BronxWorks 
site, stop by their distribution site at 
1130 Grand Concourse on Wednesdays 
between 3:30 and 6:30 p.m.  You can see 
what members are getting that week 
and if the program looks like it’s for 
you, sign up for the next week’s share 
and pay the site coordinator.  The fol-
lowing week, you can pick up your 
share.  Parking is not great in the 
area, so mass transit is better.  If you 
have to drive, bring a buddy so you 
can run in while someone circles the 
block.  The week we were there, they 
also had locally baked bread, eggs and 
honey available for sale.  For more in-
formation on how the program works, 
how they are procuring local produce 
and how you can join the program go 
to www.grownyc.org/foodbox or con-
tact the site coordinator, vvitanza@
grownyc.org. 

By the time we left BronxWorks, 
our heads were spinning with all of 

the amazing programs that are of-
fered by this terrifi c local organiza-
tion.  Over the course of the next few 
weeks, I will cover some of the pro-
grams that BronxWorks offers, espe-
cially those related to food insecurity, 
nutritional information and cooking 

healthy and delicious food.  Check out 
all that they do and consider making 
a donation to help them continue to 
build a stronger Bronx at www.bronx-
works.org.  

In the meantime, be the change 
you want to see in the world.  
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

East Bronx History Forum news and highlights

1898 Jerome Reservoir Park.

It seems like arguing — 
screaming, shouting 
or at the very least, ex-

treme eye-rolling — is right 
up there with eating break-
fast these days. Wake up, 
brush your teeth, glance at 
the latest news and … ex-
plode!

Jeanne Johnson was 
sick of it.

Johnson is a mom of two 
in Ridgewood, New Jersey, 
and a local activist. A few 
years back, she got the city 
to make its crosswalks 
more obvious to encourage 
kids to walk — and cars to 
stop. Last week she wanted 
to encourage something 
else to stop: The demoniza-
tion of everyone who voted 
for someone other than 
the someone you voted for. 
So to a local social hall 
she invited Guy Benson, a 
conservative author, Julie 
Roginsky, a Democratic 
strategist, and Kennedy, 
the mordantly hilarious 
libertarian who has a show 
on Fox Business. In fact, 
all three are on Fox all the 
time, often sparring, but 
also always happy to see 
each other.

That’s what Johnson 
wanted her fellow citizens 
to witness with their own 
eyes: You can disagree 

with someone’s politics, even 
vehemently, and not despise 
them as humans. 

As crazy as that sounds. 
Kennedy moderated the 

chat by asking the kind of 
questions that can stop a, “You 
crazy s-------” in mid-air. For 
instance, she wondered, was 
there ever a time when either 
of her guests realized the other 
side was not evil incarnate?

Roginsky recalled a time 
back in college when she and 
her fellow feminists took a 
bus to a Rhode Island abortion 
clinic, where nuns and priests 
were protesting outside. As Ro-
ginsky and her retinue shouted, 
“Keep your R dorian2002@
gmail.com osaries off our ova-
ries!” she looked at the clergy, 
fervently praying, and sud-
denly it hit her: These folks 
weren’t there to be judgmental 
jerks. They had come because 
they truly believe that a fetus 
is a life that must be saved. For 
them, blocking the clinic was 
no different from grabbing the 
gun from some nut holding a 
hostage. To this day, Roginsky 
remains adamantly pro-choice. 
But instead of seeing pro-life 
supporters as bad people, she 
seems them as people.

For his part, Benson fl ashed 
back on 2009, when Obama was 
sworn into offi ce on a wave of 
Democratic euphoria. Con-

servatives were beside them-
selves: Here was a President 
who would pass every piece of 
liberal legislation this side of 
Sweden. The Republicans were 
on the outs, perhaps never to 
rise again. 

So Benson said, smirk-free, 
he truly empathizes with what 
Democrats are feeling now. 
He  obviously doesn’t share 
their dismay (although he 
didn’t sound very happy about 
Trump). But he gave a know-
ing nod to the people who, well, 
that’s just the thing. The room 
was fi lled with ardent Demo-
crats and Republicans, and 
probably some Libertarians 

besides just Kennedy. And you 
couldn’t tell who was who.

For Johnson, that was the 
point. 

“Those [feuding] people 
ended up having to sit at the 
same tables together,” she 
said. She’d deliberately cho-
sen round tables, so everyone 
would be looking at everyone 
else, and purple table cloths. 
Not red. Not blue. Purple. The 
cookies for the event were iced 
in purple frosting, “Together.” 
Cookies are always an ice 
breaker.

And so was this event. Up 
on stage, Roginsky and Benson 
were discussing free speech. 
They’d just gotten word about 
the unrest — riots? — at the 
University of California Berke-
ley, where masked agitators 
had caused $100,000 in dam-
age as they protested a speech 
to be given by the right-wing 
agitator Milo Yiannopoulos. 
Roginsky was appalled. She is 
hardly a fan of Yiannopoulos, 
but free speech wins, she said. 
“Always.” 

For his part, Benson was 
ready with some good advice 
for the Democrats. “If every-
thing is an outrage, nothing 
is.” In other words, if the left 
rejects absolutely everyone 
and everything Trump pro-
poses, their message will get 
tuned out. Pick your battles, he 

advised, to  get more trac-
tion. 

How did the two oppo-
sites manage to stay friends 
through this election and 
post-election season? The 
same way they handle the 
Twitter taunts the come 
their way. The trick is to 
“listen generously,” said 
Benson. Don’t assume the 
person who didn’t vote 
your way chose the other 
candidate out of bigotry, 
stupidity, or calumny. As-
sume they had their varied 
reasons, just like you had 
yours. Give folks the ben-
efi t of the doubt.

By the end of the night, 
said Johnson, she thought 
she saw that happening. 
“I know how contentious 
things were, or are, in our 
community — horrible. 
Just like we’re seeing on 
the national stage.” But 
afterward the event, the 
audience hung around for 
almost an hour, talking, 
laughing, and eating those 
cookies. “Let’s do this 
again!” they said.

That’s an idea no one 
could argue with. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com. 

Stop hating everyone who didn’t vote like you

BY THOMAS X. CASEY
The Huntington Free Li-

brary and Reading Room 
announces the East Bronx 
History Forum will hold its 
118th meeting on Wednesday, 
February 15 at 7:30 p.m. 

Last month, president 
Richard Vitacco and vice 
president Tom Vasti pre-
sented a tour of the Morris 
Park Racetrack which was 
later developed into the res-
idential neighborhood we 
know today as Morris Park.  
They touched on the story 
of the closing of the Jerome 
Park Racetrack and how the 
expansion of the Croton Aq-
ueduct system led to Morris 
Park.  

Now, you will hear the 
rest of the story.

Anne Marie Garti, dur-
ing the past two decades, has 
been using her talents as an 
attorney, environmentalist 
and historian to advocate for 

the return of the Jerome Res-
ervoir, back to the original 
plan of the Jerome Park Res-
ervoir.  In other words, she 
wants to put the ‘park’ back 
into the Jerome Reservoir 
with her presentation   ‘The 
Historic Jerome Park Reser-
voir.    

Garti has used her re-
search talents to uncover 
historic maps and images of 
the Jerome Park Reservoir to 
secure agreements from the 
NYC Department of Environ-
mental Protection to allow 
public access to this wonder-
ful resource.  

The Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and 
various other agencies have 
continued to restrict the pub-
lic, but at least full access is 
beginning with two days per 
year.

The great fi re in New 
York City of 1835, led to con-
struction in 1837 of the High 

Bridge and Croton Aqueduct 
system.   The High Bridge 
which recently reopened to 
the public as well as the Je-
rome Reservoir are land-
marked.  Garti is also pres-
ident of the Jerome Park 
Conservancy, which submit-
ted the landmarked applica-
tion in 1998 for the Reservoir.  
There has been a lot of drama 
in the past 180 years, but be 
sure to fi nd  out what is cur-
rently going on at this impor-
tant presentation.  There will 
also be a vote – ‘City Gin’ or 
‘Croton Cocktail’.

All meetings are free 
and open to the public at 
The Huntington Free Li-
brary and Reading Room, lo-
cated next to Apple Bank at 9 
Westchester Square.  Street 
parking is free after 7 p.m. 

Please view the East Bronx 
History Forum web page at 
BronxNYC.com for details, 
follow us on Facebook.
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Pastor Jay Gooding, (l) SUV director of community outreach and founder, 
and minister Kwame Thompson, SUV outreach director, led the rally in 
protest of two recent shootings. Photo by Ray Maldonado

Local community, clergy and residents joined Jacobi Medical Center’s 
violence interruption program Stand Up to Violence to rally against gun 
violence on Friday, February 3 at Bronx River Houses Community Center 
and Watson and Boynton avenues. The rally was held in response to two 
separate shootings on Wednesday, January 25 in which two men were 
shot and injured at East 174th Street and Bronx River Avenue and on the 
corner of Watson and Boynton avenues.

SUV RALLIES AT BRONX RIVER HOUSES

(l-r) Anthony and Jody Castaldo and JeanMarie and Joseph Vittoreage 
made a gift from the heart creating some sweetheart bear door hangers.
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Children and their families celebrated the upcoming Valentine’s Day 
holiday by exploring their artistic side at an arts and crafts event held 
on Friday, February 3 at the Mall at Bay Plaza. Kids created their own 
sweetheart bears door hangers, a colorful Valentine’s Day gift for their 
friends or family members, danced to music performed by DJ Omar and 
played games.

BAY PLAZA VALENTINE’S DAY FOR KIDS

Dondre Green, Bronx Narratives co-founder and creative director, signed a copy of the online publication’s 
limited edition print magazine for a fan. Photo by Kevin de los Santos

Bronx Narratives hosted an exhilarating launch party for its limited edition print magazine on Saturday, Janu-
ary 28 at the Gun Hill Tavern on 780 E. 133rd Street. The online publication debuted the physical magazine at 
its celebration which included live art by local artists Andre Trenier and Annie Leginni, an in-depth keynote 
presentation on the magazine and an opportunity for attendees to purchase a copy.

BRONX NARRATIVES DEBUTS PRINT MAGAZINE

Bronxites and art afi cionados ‘got animated’ at the ‘Col-
or of Comics’ opening reception on Saturday, February 
4 at the Poe Park Visitor Center. The action-packed ex-
hibition showcased private art collections from artist 
Ray Felix and writer Alex Simmons along with several 
talented African American comic book artists such as 
Paris Cullins, Trevor Vonnie Eden, N. Steven Harris, Carl 
Kent, Corey Fields, Jerry Craft, Christopher Duckett, 
Khary Randolph, Jamal Ingle, Alitha E. Martinez and 
Sha-Nee Williams among many others.

POE PARK EXHIBITS ‘COLOR OF COMICS’   

(l-r) N. Steven Harris, ‘(Brotherhood of) The Fringe’ 
comic book creator and artist; Alex Simmons, writer 
consultant; Alitha E. Martinez, ‘Yume and Ever’ comic 
book creator and artist; Julian Voloj and Ray Felix, 
curator.

‘Ghetto Brother: Warrior to Peacemaker’, a graphic 
novel by author Julian Voloj, was proudly displayed 
at the exhibition. Photo by Miriam Quin
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Bronx Chamber of Commerce highlights

NUNZIO DEL GRECO

BY NUNZIO DEL GRECO
My goal is to provide more 

opportunities for businesses 
in to grow in the Bronx. We 
have expanded our programs 
and services to include:

• The Annual Bronx Busi-
ness Directory and Resource 
Guide to drive more busi-
ness to your company and in-
crease economic activity in 
the Bronx;

• Networking events and 
business card exchanges;

• Informative workshops 
and seminars;

• Bronx HIRE Program – 
employment assistance: par-
ticipate in interview and job 
fairs;

• MWBE Certifi cation: 
The commerce assists busi-
nesses with the extensive ap-
plication process to become 
certifi ed by New York City 
as minority and women busi-
ness enterprises;

• Advocate on behalf of 
small to mid-sized businesses 
and members to promote eco-
nomic development;

• Small business in addi-
tion to corporate sponsor-
ship pportunities;

• Promotion of grand open-
ings and ribbon cutting cere-
monies;

• Special recognition 
and awards presented to se-
lect companies at chamber 
events;

• Special discounts and 
exclusive offers for chamber 
members;

• Provides opportunities to 
give back to the Bronx com-
munity through our charity 
events;

• Promote and encourage 
patronizing chamber mem-
bers to strengthen our com-
munity.

Members and friends of 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce are encouraged to nom-
inate up to six companies or 
organizations to receive Spe-
cial Recognition and Distin-
guished Awards at the 2017 
Bronx heritage awards and 
veterans awards luncheons. 
To process nominations, 

please forward name, con-
tact information and biogra-
phy up to 150 words for each 
nominee as soon as possible 
for the upcoming 2017 awards 
luncheons that include: Black 
Heritage Awards Luncheon, 
February 24, noon to 3 p.m. at 
F&J Pine Restaurant; Irish 
Heritage Awards Luncheon, 
March 23, noon to 3 p.m., at 

Rambling House; Hispanic 
Heritage Awards Luncheon, 
September 28, noon to 3 p.m., 
at Tosca Marquee; Italian 
Heritage Awards Luncheon, 
October 12, noon to 3 p.m., at 
F&J Pine Restaurant; and the 
Veteran’s Awards Luncheon, 
November 16, noon to 3 p.m., 
at Maestro’s Caterers.

For each heritage award 
luncheon and veteran’s 
awards luncheon, we honor 
up to six award recipients. 
Based on the overwhelm-
ing response when nomina-
tions were opened up for the 
upcoming Bronx Business 
Awards, I expect a signifi -
cant number of nominations 
for the luncheons.

As a reminder, The Bronx 
Business Awards 2017 Gala 
Celebration is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 9, at the 
elegant Marina del Rey Ca-
terers. The distinguished 
honorees are: John Catsima-
tidis, Red Apple Group; En-
sign Engineering, Woodlawn 
Cemeter, Ridgewood Savings 

Bank, Montefi ore Medical 
Center, and Metro Optics.

The Bronx version of the 
Academy Awards is The 
Bronx Business Awards 2017 
Gala Celebration and excite-
ment for this fabulous event 
continues to grow each day. 
There are limited number of 
exclusive sponsorship oppor-
tunities available. 

Members and businesses 
can take advantage of adver-
tising in the journal to pro-
mote their services and or 
salute the distinguished 2017 
honorees. 

For more information on 
advertising in the journal 
or reservations to attend the 
2017 gala celebration contact 
Phil Cardone at (718) 828-3900 
or email: Events@Bronx-
Chamber.org. 

I am proud to be leading 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce and actively partici-
pating in the renaissance 
taking place in the Bronx.  

Visit: www.BronxCham-
ber.org. 

BY AL D’ANGELO
What happened to my 

America? I feel my country has 
been hijacked by partisan pol-
itics. Both Democrats and Re-
publicans are more interested 
in their party than the Amer-
ican people. When Republi-
cans refused to hold hearings 
on President Obama’s pick for 
the Supreme Court the Demo-
crats were up in arms. Now 
President Trump puts up a 
nominee for the court and the 
Democrats decided to the vote 
against the nominee before his 
name was even mentioned. 

How does this reprisal 
help the business of govern-
ing our country? It doesn’t, it 
just serves party politics.  Do-
ing whatever it takes to make 
the other party look bad is 
hurting our ability to come 
together for the betterment of 
our country. 

When did it become wrong 
to express an opposing opinion 
in the United States? When did 
it become fashionable to burn 
and destroy when thing don’t 
go our way? Peaceful protests 
are part of the American fab-
ric. Freedom of speech is 

one of our most fundamental 
rights yet college campuses 
erupt in violence to decry an 
opposing view. 

The educational system in 
our inner cities is a disgrace, 
yet unions fi ght change be-
cause it does not serve their 
purposes and the children suf-

fer.  
We are a democracy and 

should be touting a peaceful 
transition of power; what hap-
pened after our last election 
was disgraceful. Where is our 
moral compass? When do our 
leaders regardless of party 
stand up against injustice, or 
is it OK for them to look the 
other way because it serves 
their political agenda to down-
grade a member of the opposi-
tion party. 

How does allowing vio-
lence and destruction of prop-
erty to bring attention to a 

cause, serve our nation? We 
have elected representatives 
to serve and represent the 
people, not to play politics 
with our futures. How do we 
expect the country to come to-
gether when those we elected 
are calling each other rac-
ists, homophobes, and xeno-
phobes? 

Does anyone remember the 
adage, ‘Lead by example’? Our 
country faces some serious is-
sues and we need our elected 
offi cials to put aside partisan 
politics for the good of the na-
tion.  

BY TONY SALIMBENE
      Another reminder, there 

will be a Veterans’ Services 
Committee Meeting, Friday, 
February 24, 7 p.m. at the 
Samuel Young American Le-
gion Post 620, Erickson Place 
by the Tremont East Dinner.  
All are welcome to attend, you 
don’t have to be a military vet-
eran.  Maybe you have a ques-

tion or would like guidance 
with a patriotic project, please 
feel free to stop by and help us 
remember and assist the vets 
in our neighborhood.

Our Post 253 meeting will 
be, as always, the third Sun-
day, that’s February 19, start-
ing at 10:30 a.m.for coffee, 11 
a.m. meeting, noon at the club 
room.  Auxiliary, Sons and 

Riders members will join us 
in keeping with the concept of 
‘American Legion Family.’

Thanks for participation 
in 4 Chaplains Sunday, a Le-
gion tradition and an impor-
tant lesson in history and 
in life. I was humbled by the 
turnout.  Thanks also to Mor-
ris Perk for the reception and 
Victoria for baking and serv-
ing.

Sunday, March 12 it’s the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade down 

the avenue, East Tremont 
with a 9 a.m. Mass then step-
off at Lafayette Avenue at 
noon.  If you feel like having 
some green beer, please leave 
the car at home! 

Until Next Time:  Remem-
ber the upcoming holidays are 
St. Valentine’s Day and St. Pat-
rick’s Day, sometimes we for-
get the saint part.

The Joint Apprenticeship 
and Training Committee for 
the High-Rise Concrete Car-
penters of New York City will 
begin taking applications 

Carpenters union to hire one hundred apprentices
Wednesday for 100 carpenter 
apprenticeships, offi cials said.

Applications must be ob-
tained in person at the car-
penters’ training center, 395 

Hudson Street, in Manhattan, 
from 7 to 7:30 a.m. on the sec-
ond Wednesday of every month 
through Nov.ember 8. 

Applicants must have 

a valid government-issued 
photo ID.  The forms must be 
mailed to the New York City 
District Council of Carpenters 
Training Center, 395 Hudson 

Street, second fl oor, New York, 
NY 10014. They must be post-
marked no later than fi ve busi-
ness days after the application 
was picked up.
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Bronx CERT volunteers practiced basic fi re safety response, search and rescue and triage 
skills during a disaster simulation exercise. Photo courtesy of NYC Emergency Management

The NYC Emergency Management Department hosted a disaster simulation exercise for 
Community Emergency Response Team volunteers on Thursday, February 2 at the Rafael 
Hernandez Dual Language Magnet School in Mott Haven. Instructors from Emergency Man-
agement, FDNY and NYPD tested and reviewed the volunteers’ emergency preparedness 
and response skills in fi re suppression, search and rescue, medical operations and traffi c 
management.

CERT HOLDS DISASTER SIMULATION EXERCISE

Assemblyman Gjonaj (c) met with patients 
and doctors of NY Cardiac Care and Mon-
tefi ore who are working on a women heart 
health awareness initiative. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj’s 
Offi ce

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and NY Cardiac 
Care Associates doctors and patients cel-
ebrated For Red for Women Day, a day of 
women heart health awareness, on Friday, 
February 3. Both Gjonaj and NY Cardiac Care 
Associates are collaborating on a district 
awareness campaign of screenings, healthy 
eating demonstrations, educational talks 
and workshops designed to promote wom-
en’s heart health free and open to all.

GJONAJ, NY CARDIAC 
CARE ASSOCIATES

GO RED

(l-r) Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Eta Omega Omega Chapter members Stephannia Cleaton; 
Marie Whitehead, president; Rashida Richards, Pink Goes Red chairwoman and Donna Jo-
seph, vice president celebrated American Heart Month in style. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., Eta Omega Omega Chapter and Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc., Bronx Alumnae Chapter hosted the annual ‘Pink Goes Red’, a free com-
munity healthy heart awareness event on Saturday, February 4 at Wings Academy. Held in 
observance of American Heart Month, the event featured healthy cooking presentations, 
hands-on CPR demonstrations and aerobics.

SORORITIES HOST ‘PINK GOES RED’ EVENT
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Councilman Salamanca presented a hefty ceremonial check to Bronx Legal Services. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

This past January, Councilman Rafael Salamanca presented Bronx Legal Services with a gener-
ous $60,000 check to be used for constituent legal assistance in the south Bronx. These funds 
will be specifi cally used to help with housing or landlord issues in addition to assisting with 
combating domestic violence in the community. 

SALAMANCA FUNDS BRONX LEGAL SERVICES

Councilman Salamanca (2nd row, l) promised to allocate more resources to food pantries, 
fresh food services, school lunch programs and senior meal programs at the hearing. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

As a member of the Council Committee on General Welfare, Councilman Rafael Salamanca re-
cently attended a hearing to request additional resources be contributed for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program and Emergency Food Assistance Program.

SALAMANCA FIGHTS SOUTH BRONX HUNGER

Salamanca spoke with seniors about their 
needs and concerns. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s 
Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca recently visited 
Lafayette Estates to update seniors on City 
Hall related current events and address com-
munity concerns. With the Bronx’s ever-grow-
ing senior population in mind, Salamanca, a 
Council Aging Committee member, is prioritiz-
ing senior needs and programming in the up-
coming city budget.

SALAMANCA VISITS 
LAFAYETTE ESTATES

 SENIORS

Councilman Salamanca conducted an interview with Center for Urban Pedagogy students. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s Offi ce

Councilman Rafael Salamanca recently had the honor of greeting and meeting with several stu-
dents from the Center for Urban Pedagogy and South Bronx Community Charter High School. 
Center for Urban Pedagogy students did a professional interview with Salamanca while South 
Bronx Community Charter students visited City Hall to learn how to emulate the council through 
their own student government.

SALAMANCA MEETS WITH LOCAL STUDENTS

Joel Berg (l), Hunger Free America CEO; Congressman Maloney (3rd from l); Borough Presi-
dent Diaz (c); Christopher Bean (2nd from r), POTS executive director and local resident 
Louis Vivarina (r) who will be positively impacted by the new law. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney and hunger advocates 
met on Monday, January 30 at Part of the Solution on 2759 Webster Avenue to discuss the 
state’s participation in a new nationwide pilot program which will allow Supplement Nutrition 
Assistance Program participants to purchase their groceries online.

BP DIAZ, DISCUSSES USDA SNAP PROGRAM
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John Cerini (2nd from l) who recently announced his candidacy for the 13th Councilmatic 
District, joins members of the club at the fi eld offi ce’s grand opening. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Bronx GOP celebrated the grand opening of its new fi eld offi ce on Sunday, January 29 at 
3029 Middletown Road with a day long community celebration.

BRONX GOP OPENS NEW FIELD OFFICE

NYISE students had a blast engaging in some indoor winter skiing. Photo courtesy of NYISE

Nearly 100 developmentally delayed Bronx preschoolers at New York Institute for Special Edu-
cation’s Readiness Program skated, bowled, glided and threw paper snow balls while celebrat-
ing their school’s annual Winter Olympics on Thursday, January 26. The children, ages three to 
fi ve-years-old, enjoyed fun winter-themed activities designed to improve their motor skills.

NYISE HOSTS WINTER OLYMPICS

(l-r) Steven Safyer, M.D., Montefi ore Medicine president; Luigi Di Biase, M.D., Ph.D, F.A.A.C., F.H.R.S., cardiologist, 
section head of electrophysiology and director of arrhythmia services at the Montefi ore Einstein Center for 
Heart & Vascular Care; Peter Semczuk, D.D.S., M.P.H., senior vice president, clinical affairs and acute care and 
executive director, Moses and Donald Stark, Montefi ore Einstein Center for Heart & Vascular Care director of 
cardiology. Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

Montefi ore employees walked the ‘Montefi ore Mile’ to stay heart healthy 
in recognition of American Heart Month. 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

Montefi ore Einstein Center for Heart and Vascular Care gave a ‘hearty welcome’ to American Heart Month on Thursday, February 2 at the Henry and Lucy Moses Division of Montefi ore. The health 
conscious celebration featured a group walk of the ‘Montefi ore Mile’, a designated indoor one-mile path.

MONTEFIORE FETES AMERICAN HEART MONTH

Thirty Vision Board Brunch attendees proud-
ly displayed their impressive vision boards. 
 Photo courtesy of Confetti Party Place

Women from all over New York and even New Jer-
sey attended Confetti Party Place’s second annu-
al Vision Board Brunch on Saturday, January 28 
to defi ne their goals and harness their purpose. 
The Havana Cafe sponsored celebration featured 
guest motivational speaker Dhylles Davis, award-
winning actor and author Andres Rodriguez and 
energy healer Sherrill Cropper. 

CONFETTI PARTY PLACE
 HOLDS VISION BRUNCH
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Upcoming Wave Hill events
Saturday, February 18; 

Sunday, February 19: Fam-
ily Art Project: Kindred To-
tem Poles: Using colorful 
paper and vibrant, bold de-
signs, sculpt the characters 
around us, and then step into 
a “photo booth” to make an 
interactive family totem. 

Saturday, February 18; 
sunday, february 19: Garden 
& Conservatory Highlights 
Walk; Join in for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. 

Sunday, February 19: Pre-
Concert Tea: Enjoy Afternoon 
Tea in the Mark Twain Room 
prior to concert in Armor 
Hall.  The menu, presented 
by Great Performances, in-
cludes an array of tea sand-
wiches, scones and bite-sized 
desserts. Afternoon Tea also 
includes a glass of sparkling 
wine. 

Concerts at Wave Hill featuring the Canellakis Brown Duo 2.
             Photo by Sophie Zhai

Sunday, February 19: Con-
cert: Canellakis–Brown Duo: 
Hailed as “a pair of adventur-
ous young talents” (Time Out 
New York), the Canellakis-
Brown Duo, comprised of cel-
list Nicholas Canellakis and 
composer/pianist Michael 
Brown, has been captivat-
ing audiences with its superb 
musicianship and thrilling 
performances of innovative 
programs that combine mas-
terpieces from the standard 
repertoire with original 
compositions and arrange-
ments. 

In Fall 2017, the Chamber 
Music Society of Lincoln Cen-
ter presents the Duo’s Ameri-
can Romantic program in its 
Art of the Recital Series. 

At Wave Hill, the artists 
offer works by Beethoven, 
Mendelssohn, Shostakovich, 
Brown and Bulgarian folk 

tunes arranged by Canella-
kis. 

Adults $28/$22 Wave Hill 
Member, children (ages 8-18) 
$15/$12 Member child. Order 
tickets online at wavehill.org 
or onsite at the Perkins Visi-
tors Center. 

Tuesday, February 21: 
Family Workshop: Winter 
Weather Tapestries.

Wednesday, February 22: 
Family Workshop: Snowy, 
Felted Sculptures.

Thursday, February 23: 
Family Workshop: Frosty, 
3-D Landscapes.

Family Sale In The Shop: 
Visitors enjoy 20% discounts 
on all kids’ merchandise.

Wave Hill, A public gar-
den and cultural center, is 
located at 675 West 252nd 
Street.

For further  information 
call  (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

BOOK 10 HRS. BEFORE APRIL 1st GET 2 HRS. FREE
DOT 1869905

Offi ce Hours: 10am – 10pm
www.artistelimo.com

914-243-0807

                                      EST. 1983
Serving the Tri-State Area

FOR ANY OCCASION & DESTINATION

PROM 
Special

We Can Accommodate 
Prom Couples From 
2 To 24 Passengers

 
a new addition to our fl eet
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Jane Hill and Edgewater Park’s Fat Runway
I recently gave a brief talk 

about Bronx swimmers and in-
cluded the relatively unknown 
Jane Hill of Edgewater Park. 
She was the woman who taught 
my cousins, brothers and me 
how to swim at the dock known 
as the “Fat Runway.” It was 
known by that name because it 
was twice the width of the adja-
cent jetty to its east which was 
appropriately referred to as the 
“Skinny Runway.”

My family moved out of 
Edgewater when I was in my 
teens and in the ensuing years, 
my visits to the waterfront of 
my youth became less and less 
frequent. I will always remem-
ber it, however, with very fond 
memories that I wouldn’t trade 
for anything. It was a summer-
time paradise where bare feet 
were the norm and a bathing 
suit was all the garb you needed 
for most of the day.

Life in Edgewater revolved 
around the tides and young-
sters learned how to swim 
shortly after they learned how 
to walk. It was not an option, 
but a necessity in a coastal com-
munity. I grew up in the 1940s 
and 50s when very few women 
worked. It was not unusual, 

The Fat Runway in Edgewater 
Park’s “D” Section circa 1950 look-
ing south from Eastchester Bay. 

therefore, to have one or more 
mothers down at the beach act-
ing as unoffi cial lifeguards. 

My mother often fi lled that 
position and I have fond mem-
ories of her reinforcing the 
swimming skills taught to me 
by Jane Hill. She would face me 
and then backstroke, always 
staying just a couple of strokes 
ahead but ready to help me if I 
faltered. When the lesson was 

over, she turned around chang-
ing to a breaststroke and I’d 
hold onto her shoulders as she 
towed me to shore. She then re-
turned to her post on the beach 
keeping alert for any children 
in danger. 

There always seemed to be 
one or more mothers on the 
beach watching for danger or 
bullying. The latter was not tol-
erated. Jane Hill was generally 
posted on the “Fat Runway,” it-
self and her husband Charlie 
was also there teaching us how 
to fi sh and crab. He taught us 
the effective use of a crab net 
and how to spot a double-jointed 
blue claw by its coloring. Jane 
and Charlie didn’t have any 
children so they adopted all the 
neighborhood kids teaching us 
how to swim, fi sh, crab, clam 
and dig for worms. They taught 
us well. 

Occasionally they’d call for 
a beach cleanup and we’d all 
come with a rake and pull out 
seaweed, glass (no plastic bot-

View of the Fat Runway from Eastchester Bay looking south toward Edge-
water Park’s “D” Section circa 1955.  

tlers yet) and debris from the 
shoreline. When the work was 
done, we’d be sent clamming. 
We had to feel around with our 
toes for the cherrystones while 
others used pitchforks to dig 
up the chowder clams. Others 
scoured the old permanently 
moored barge and jetties for 
blue claws. The entire catch 
was handed over to Jane who 
brought out her pot of huge pro-
portions which she readied to 
cook up a seafood feast for all 
who came by.

I met a fellow Edgewaterite 
from that era recently and in-
quired about Jane. I was told 
that she went a little daft in her 

old age and chased people away 
yelling at them. I wonder if 
those people knew or were told 
about all the many good deeds 
she performed. I then regretted 
not going back to Edgewater to 
thank her for teaching me how 
to swim among other things.

Sometimes we just take peo-
ple for granted and have to live 
with regrets. This is my public 
thank you to Jane and Charlie 
Hill for their many kindnesses 
to the children from D Section. 
I’m sure her eternal reward 
will be great but I couldn’t help 
putting in my two cents. Thank 
you, Jane and Charlie, wher-
ever you are. 

REPRINTED FROM 4/26/2012
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On Saturday February 11, dozens of 
people will join the Bronx Polar Bears 
for a dip into the brisk waters of Or-
chard Beach in the Bronx.  

As with the 2016 event, this year’s 
plunge will help BronxWorks and 
BronxNet bring awareness to the issue 
of homelessness, particularly street 
homelessness.  Participants will bring 
new socks, gloves, hats and other items 
to donate to BronxWorks.  

Others who are unable to partici-
pate in the plunge are encouraged to 
do the same and can view a link on the 
BronxWorks website for additional in-
formation: http://www.bronxworks.
org/dip-against-homelessness. 

 Many factors may lead to indi-
viduals becoming homeless, includ-
ing traumatic experiences, mental or 
emotional conditions, alcohol or sub-
stance abuse, and prolonged jobless-
ness. Homeless men and women strug-
gle to fi nd a warm and safe place where 
they can lie down for a night’s sleep. 
Deep sleep, which is essential to good 
health, is impossible and safety is of-
ten a concern.

 Each year the BronxWorks Home-
less Outreach Team (HOT) makes thou-
sands of contacts with street homeless 
men and women, often providing them 
with a trip to their Living Room/Safe 
Haven or a safe bed at a church that 

collaborates with BronxWorks. 
“We are thrilled to partner for the 

3rd year in a row with BronxNet and 
the Bronx Polar Bears to raise aware-
ness of homelessness in the Bronx.” 
states BronxWorks executive director 
Eileen Torres, “Each year this event 
grows in size and we are grateful to all 
who come together to show support for 
our most vulnerable neighbors.”

 Since 2011, the Coney Island Po-
lar Bears and other participants have 
joined the Bronx Polar Bears for the 
fun, healthy weekend plunge. Bronx-
Net has helped spotlight the issues and 
highlight the event on its channels.  

“We continue to partner with 
BronxWorks in support of their home-
less services while raising awareness 
about the issue. Thank you to NYC De-
partment of Parks, the NYC Fire De-
partment, and our friends the Coney 
Island Polar Bears for helping to make 
this fun and meaningful event possi-
ble,” said BronxNet Executive Direc-
tor and Bronx Polar Bears event co-
founder Michael Max Knobbe.

 The event will begin at 11:00 a.m. 
with safety tips from the lifeguard 
team and words of inspiration from 
some Bronx leaders followed by the 
plunge at noon. Participants will warm 
up after the plunge with hot soup pro-
vided by Havana Cafe.  

Bronx Polar Bears’ dip

Longwood Arts Project, the visual 
arts program of Bronx Council on the 
Arts and Hostos Center for the Arts & 
Culture, invites you to Noir: Defi ning 
the Melodrama, an exhibition featur-
ing works inspired by fi lm noir and de-
tective stories. Drawings, illustrations, 
paintings, photography and video ex-
hibited revisit, reimagine and respond 
to symbols used in the noir style, while 
addressing ongoing social concerns 
such as crime, gender roles, isolation 
and displacement. This exhibit is be-
ing co-curated by Juanita Lanzo, Char-
lie Vazquez and Kimberly Vaquedano-
Rose. It will be on view through May 4.

Noir: Defi ning the Melodrama will 
feature interactive creative writing 
workshops that connect the written 
word to works on display, in collabora-
tion with BCA’s Bronx Writers Center. 
Four contemporary genre-focused writ-
ing workshops will be held at Longwood 
Art Gallery as part of the exhibit’s pub-
lic programs as well as the Big Read. 
The writers facilitating these sessions 
include Regine Sawyer, Richie Nar-
vaez, Sofi a Quintero and BWC Direc-
tor, Charlie Vazquez.

Participating artists include Laura 
Alvarez, Tyrone Brown-Osborne, 
Carey Clark, Alyssa Clear, Roberto De 
Jesus, Ray Felix, Elizabeth Glushko 
and Steve Pavlovsky, Daniel Hauben, 
Rasheed Humphrey, Patrick Jewell, 
Nikki Johnson, Jayson Keeling, Gabri-
elle Lopez, Jeanette May, Osjua New-

ton, Gelah Penn, Néstor Pérez-Molière, 
Jaime Permuth, Ethan Shoshan, Shira 
Toren, Nitza Tufi ño, Dennesa Usher, 
Boo Lynn Walsh, Joe Wippler, and Mi-
chael Young.

Juanita Lanzo is thedirector and Cu-
rator of Longwood Art Gallery @ Hos-
tos. Kimberly Vaquedano-Rose is the 
gallery coordinator. author and editor 
Charlie Vazquez is the Bronx Writers 
Center director.

Events: Wednesday, March 1, re-
ception and artists’ talk, 5 to 9 p.m.; 
Wednesday, April 5, reception and 
Bronx Culture Trolley, 5 to 9 p.m.; and 
Wednesday, May 3, closing reception 
and Bronx Culture Trolley, 5 to 9 p.m.

Public Programs: Saturday, March 18 
- Will Eisner’s Theory of Sequential Art 
in Comics; and Saturday, April 8, 22 and 
29,  The Big Read genre workshops, or-
ganized by the Bronx Writers’ Center.

For updated events and public pro-
grams visit website www.bronxarts.org

Gallery hours: Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday, noon to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday by appointment; closed on 
the weekends and major holidays.

* * *
Anthony McGill, NY Philharmonic 

principal clarinetist, will perform with 
members of the Bronx Arts Ensem-
ble in a Chamber Music concert set in 
the historic home of Paula Luria and 
Bill Caplan. 

The special concert, a benefi t for 
the Bronx Arts Ensemble (BAE), pro-

vides listeners with a rare opportu-
nity to hear McGill in a notable private 
home and chat with him after the per-
formance.  

BAE pianist Adrienne Kim, violin-
ist Jorge Avila, and cellist Eliana Men-
doza will join McGill in a performance 
of Beethoven’s Trio for Clarinet, Cello 
and Piano in B fl at, Opus 11, Bern-
stein’s Sonata for Clarinet and Piano, 
and Fauré’s Piano Trio, Opus 120. 

Refreshments and champagne will 
be served.  Address is 761 West 231 
Street, Bronx. Tickets: $90 ($50 tax 
deductible). For more information go to 
bronxartsensemble.org.

* * *
Opening Saturday, February 18, at 

the Bruce Museum, the new exhibition 
Street Smart: Photographs of New York 
City, 1945-1980 provides a glimpse at 
life in the Big Apple during the post-war 
period.  Featuring 30 black-and-white 
works drawn from the Bruce Museum’s 
permanent collection, the show re-
cords both cacophonous scenes of ur-
ban life and moments of quietude and 
respite from the chaos. 

In the decades that followed World 
War II, New York City was a world cul-
tural center hosting a whirlwind of ac-
tivities from protests and race riots to 
jazz performances. At the same time, 
the role of photography in American life 
was changing. As exposure to wartime 
propaganda made the public question 
the objective truth of photographic im-

agery and as cameras became more 
affordable and easier to use, many 
American photographers began to 
imbue their pictures with a more per-
sonal approach. The exhibition fea-
tures works by the fi ve photographers 
Larry Fink, Herman Leonard, Leon 
Levinstein, John Shearer, and Garry 
Winogrand, who record in intimate de-
tail how street-savvy New Yorkers nav-
igate the bustling landscape.

In photographs like Stan Getz, Bird-
land, from 1949, Herman Leonard 
places the viewer in the center of the ac-
tion, in the audience or right on stage,to 
see some of the most important musi-
cians in American history perform.

In pictures of anonymous strang-
ers like Leon Levinstein’s Man Holding 
Cup, where the heads are cropped and 
the camera angle tilted, the impression 
may appear candid and off-the-cuff, 
but Levinstein carefully composed this 
photograph to create the impression 
that we are walking down the street 
ourselves.

Street Smart is presented with sup-
port from The Charles M. and Debo-
rah G. Royce Exhibition Fund and the 
Connecticut Offi ce of the Arts and will 
be on view through June 4. The Bruce 
Museum, 1 Museum Drive, Greenwich, 
CT, is open Tuesday through Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call the Bruce Museum at (203) 
869-0376 or visit www.brucemuseum.
org.

Longwood Arts Project exhibition

The Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association
Invites you to our 

Community Meeting 
Our guest this month is

Capt. Thomas Alps
of the 49th Precinct

Date:
Tuesday February 14th 2017

Time:
7:15PM

Location:
Bronx House at 990 Pelham Parkway South

Executive
Board
President:

Andrea Siegel 

Vice President:
Steven Glosser

Treasurer:
Debby Kawalick

Recording Secretary:
Louis Lutnick

Sergeant at Arms:
Kay Cordona

Keep up with the latest
News & Events in Our Community:

Email us:  PelhamParkwayNA@gmail.com

 Also look us up on Facebook!

Sponsored by Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association
(A not-for-profi t corporation)

P.P.N.A
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Second grader Isabella Corniel gave a detailed explanation on how to ‘remove a lime’s life 
jacket’. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Sr. Patricia Brito (2nd row, l),  Silvia D’Arco (3rd row, l), Sr. Josefa Marie Curcio (front, 2nd 
from r) and Eugene Scalon (front, r) with the fi rst, second, third and fourth grade winners. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Sr. Patricia Brito (front, l), Silvia D’Arco, (2nd row, l) and Eugene Scalon (2nd row, r) with the 
fi fth, sixth, seventh and eighth grade winners. Photo by Aracelis Batista

St. Raymond Elementary School hosted its annual science fair on Thursday, February 2 in the 
school’s auditorium. Students from kindergarten through eighth grade whose projects were 
chosen as the best in their class exhibited them at the fair and made a presentation before a 
panel of judges. First place winners were announced the next day during an assembly.

ST. RAYMONDS HOLDS SCIENCE FAIR

COMMUNITY SUPPORTS FORMER 49TH CO

911 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:

Over 25 community members came out in support of former 49th Precinct commanding 
offi cer deputy inspector Keith Walton as he maintained his innocence in court on Tuesday, 
February 7. The prosecution submitted evidence which the defendant will review until the 
next court date on Tuesday, March 28. Walton’s previous court date on Wednesday, De-
cember 14 had over 35 community members in attendance including clergy and uniformed 
offi cers to show their support for a NYPD commanding offi cer noted for holding police-
community relations to a higher standard than his predecessors. As previously reported, 
Walton was indicted and arraigned in Bronx County Court before Supreme Court Justice 
Steven Barrett on three counts of fi rst-degree sexual abuse, a Class D felony; two counts 
of forcible touching, a class A misdemeanor; three counts of third-degree sexual abuse, 
a class B misdemeanor; offi cial misconduct, a class A misdemeanor and second-degree 
harassment, a violation for the alleged sexual abuse of a female offi cer.

(Above) Community and clergy members from the 46th and 49th precincts lent their full 
support for former 49th Precinct commanding offi cer Walton (2nd row, 2nd from l) in front 
of Bronx County Hall of Justice. Photo courtesy of Raphael Schweizer
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Rehabilitation

We Want To Wish Everyone A Happy Valentine’s Day

RN Supervisor - FullTime/Per Diem
LPN’s - (1199 Union Benefi ts) Full/Part/Per Diem - New Graduates Welcome

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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quality of life issues the new mosque 
may bring if built on a very narrow 

2 mosques planned for CB 11 area
one-way  street like Amethyst.

“A bigger building there will mean 
more people and less room,” he said. 

From page 1

“During services there will be more 
people and more traffi c. There is no 
parking, and people will park ille-
gally, or they might leave garbage.”

Macmias said area business own-
ers have offered to let congrega-
tion members park in their parking 
lots on Fridays afternoons, and that 
many members walk. 

The majority of the members live 
within a mile of both sites in the area 
around Rhinelander Avenue that has 
become a hotspot for halal restau-
rants, markets and retail stores. 

But Macmias said the congrega-
tion has worked to fi t into the diverse 
Van Nest community.

“They are very conscientious 
neighbors,” he said. “They are trying 
to do the best they can for the com-
munity and for their own members.”

Meanwhile, plans for another 
mosque at 2501 Laconia Avenue in 
Allerton seem to have stalled in the 
application process.

The two-story brick house, located 
at 2501 Laconia Avenue, sits at the 
busy intersection with Mace Avenue 
and is two blocks away from a stretch 
of Williamsbridge Road with a strong 
retail presence. 

A United States Post Offi ce and 
the popular Mazzei playground are 
also nearby, making parking spaces 
an already precious commodity. 

The property is zoned  R4.
The home was purchased by Sagir 

Chaudhry in April of 2015, who sub-
mitted plans to convert the building 
into a mosque in March of last year. 

That permit was rejected by the 
NYC Department of Buildings on 
Monday, January 9 due to the appli-
cation being incomplete at the time of 
the scheduled plan exam, according 
to a department spokesman. 

Chaudhry can schedule another 
examination once the application is 
complete. 

He could not be reached for com-
ment.

Warneke said inspectors found 
work had been done to remove a wall 
and staircase in the home without 
a permit, and that a complaint had 
been fi led in December. 

He said he was waiting on an up-
date on the project from the DOB. 

A separate permit was issued on 
Tuesday, January 3 for the instal-
lation of a temporary construction 
fence around the property. 

Plans to convert a house at 2501 Laconia Avenue into a mosque have stalled. 
 Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

Mayor de Blasio examines bullet resistant windows on police cars with James O’Neill, NYPD 
commissioner and cops at Rodman’s Neck. This was before a press conference on Wednes-
day, February 1 where the mayor spoke of the future of Rodman’s Neck and a possible $275 
million budget allocation for the major reconstruction of the NYPD facility. 
 Photo courtesy of Mayor de Blasio’s offi ce

that gunfi re noise in nearby communi-
ties could be reduced to ambient levels, 
and thinks the construction of six new 
pistol ranges with sound baffl ing, a part 
of a much larger project, should be com-
pleted earlier on. 

“The (gun noise) has been something 
that City Islanders have had to suffer and 
bear for an awful long time,” said Klein. 
“If we can alleviate that as quickly as 
possible, that is really our top priority.” 

The senator also wants to see an envi-
ronmental impact statement on the sur-
rounding community. 

For Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, who 
said he lived on City Island for over a de-
cade, environmental concerns and the 
overall effectiveness of sound mitiga-
tion stemming from the project are top 
issues. 

“Our concern is that we make sure 
that $275 million is going to cover ev-
erything, and that the money is spent 
wisely,” said Gjonaj, added he wants to 

Not so fast, pols to Blaz; questions arise over Rodman’s Neck upgrade
From page 1

ensure that the reduction is signifi cant.
Another priority that all three law-

makers stated they would like to see ad-
dressed is the future of the NYPD bomb 
detonation unit, which is currently 
housed at Rodman’s Neck. 

“There is still a lot more to do, such 
as cleaning up the contamination of our 
soil and water way and fi nding another 
home for the bomb detonation unit,” said 
Benedetto.

Given the fact that the range was 
slated in 2007 to be moved to Queens, a 
plan that was later scuttled, some on City 
Island are doubtful that the sound reme-
diation will even occur. 

“Anything to get more information 
(on the plan) is helpful,” said John Doyle, 
a CICA board member, adding “until 
there is a shovel in the ground,” there 
should not be any celebration. 

He believes that future mayors during 
the ten-year time frame, he or she could 
remove the funding for all or part of the 
Rodman’s Neck project even if it is allo-
cated in this coming year’s fi scal budget. 
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“This group has great potential and brings a wealth of 
speed and size to our team. We can’t wait for them to 
arrive on campus this summer and help us build on the 
tremendous accomplishments of the past four years.”

ANDREW BREINER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

BY LAURA AMATO
He considers himself a stu-

dent. 
Jon Severe is always learn-

ing, always determined to get 
better and overcome the next 
obstacle. It’s a trait that served 
the basketball star well in the 
classroom – graduating from 
Fordham University in three 
years – and on the court. 

Severe, in the midst of his 
fi nal season of eligibility, has 
settled into a leadership role 
at Iona College this year, but 
he’s still learning. In fact, he’s 
learned more about himself 
this year than ever before. 

“I’ve just tried to get 
smarter on the court,” Se-
vere said. “Before I was kind 
of fresh to the game and I’m 
always trying to learn some-
thing new. I’ve learned to trust 
my body and started really do-

ing the right things on and off 
the court.”

Severe’s basketball educa-
tion began at Christ the King, 
leading the Royals to a Fed-
eration title as a senior. He 
was also named a Parade All-
American and New York’s Mr. 
Basketball, the state’s highest 
honor, wrapping up his career 
with over 1,100 points. 

“Christ the King was al-
ways a great program and they 
always fi nd a way to win,” Se-
vere said. “There’s just a ton 
of talent in that team. It really 
helped shape me as a player.”

Severe learned even more 
at the college level – fi ne-tun-
ing his game and his offen-
sive presence to become one 
of the most dominant scorers 
in Fordham history. He set 
the Rams freshman scoring 
record with a whopping 536 

points and, as a junior last sea-
son, racked up 10 games with 
double-digit points. 

Severe credits his deter-
mination to learn more about 
the game for helping him on 
the court. He’s worked on his 
shooting technique for as long 
as he can remember, but, as 
far as Severe is concerned, 
there’s always room for im-
provement. 

“I think I’ve improved my 
shot selection,” he said. “It’s 
easier to tell what’s a good shot 
and what’s a bad shot now. I’m 
still trying to be a bit more 
defensive-minded as a guard 
though, just trying to get bet-
ter over all.”

Severe graduated from 
Fordham in three years with 
a degree in communications, 
but he still wanted a brand-
new challenge and it found it 

– at Iona. 
He’s had to work to fi nd 

a place in the Gaels starting 
lineup, but Severe believes 
he’s hit his stride over the last 
few weeks. His 11.3 points per 
game are second on the team 
in scoring and Severe saw ac-
tion in all of the team’s fi rst 23 
games. 

He’s still learning, but he’s 
also having some fun. 

“I thought the team was re-
ally good for my style of play. 
I’ve had fun playing here,” 
Severe said. “It’s a score-fi rst 
program and that’s my kind of 
mentality.”

Severe has been around the 
basketball block over the last 
decade or so and, now that he’s 
at Iona, he’s doing his best to 
impart a few of those lessons 
on to his teammates. The stu-
dent, in this case, has become 

the teacher. 
“I’ve been in just about 

every situation on a basket-
ball court,” Severe said. “So I 
try to help the freshman out 
and help out teammates who 
haven’t seen certain things 
before. I kind of see that as my 
role.”

Severe has one more thing 
he’d like to learn at Iona – how 
to win a championship. The 
Gales are the favorites to re-
peat as Metro Athletic champi-
ons and Severe is determined 
for one fi nal basketball-test on 
the national stage. 

And he’s ready to work for 
it. 

“I’ve just been trying to 
come to practice every day 
and play hard,” Sever said. 
“That’s always been my men-
tality. I want to be consistent, 
come out and take over.”

LEARNING CURVE:
FORMER FORDHAM 
STAR STILL GETTING 
SCHOOLED ON AND
OFF THE COURT

Former Fordham star Jon Severe has a reputation for scoring the ball, something he’s worked on now that he’s competing at Iona this season. Iona Athletics
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BY LAURA AMATO
It hurt – that was the only 

thing DeMarley Smith could 
think. 

It hurt and it was bleeding – a 
lot. 

The Eagle Academy senior 
guard looked down at his hands 
a few weeks ago – in the middle 
of a league matchup at Gompers – 
and realized he had to get off the 
court. His hand had been stepped 
on, split open between his middle 
and ring fi nger and seven stitches 
later, Smith is still doing his best 
to ignore just how much it hurt. 

He’s also still playing basket-
ball. 

“I went up for a loose ball and 
the kid stepped on my hand,” said 
Smith, who is averaging just over 
18 points per game. “The doctors 
told me I wouldn’t be able to play 
for like two weeks. But there were 
a lot of important games coming 
up though, so I just had to play. I 
wanted to play.”

Smith, eventually, got off the 
court after his initial injury, but 
he refused to miss another mo-
ment with his team. In fact, he 
scored a team-high 20 points in 
the Eagles’ very next matchup – 
an 81-73 victory over Wadleigh 
Secondary School. 

It wasn’t an easy return – 
Smith injured his shooting hand 
– but he and the coaching staff at 
Eagle did their best to make sure 
he could, at least, still grip the 
ball. 

“They try to cushion it as 
much as possible and wrap it,” 
Smith said. “They keep some of 
my fi ngers free so I can spread 
my fi ngers when I shoot.”

Smith wasn’t particularly 
concerned with reaggravat-
ing his injury – confi dent in the 
amount of gauze and tape he has 
wrapped around his hand every 

time he plays – he was simply 
determined to be an asset to his 
team. That is, after all, the role 
he’s assumed for the Eagles this 
season. 

“It’s my last year,” Smith 
said. “You’ve got to go hard. I 
don’t feel like I have a real spe-
cifi c job, but I try to be a leader. 
I’m always trying to do what-
ever I can to help us win, no 
matter it takes.”

Smith did his best to make 
sure his game didn’t change at 
all, despite the injury and the 
stitches, trying to will himself 
to ignore how much it still hurt 
to shoot the ball. He didn’t mind 
as much, however, when the 
ball kept going in. 

“I’ve just got to stay focused 
and try to play through it,” 
Smith said. “It depends on the 
game, sometimes it hurts and 
sometimes it doesn’t. If the de-
fender is playing me real close, 
if he’s rough, then it starts to 
hurt and throb and stuff. I just 
try to play through it.”

Smith’s stitches came out 
on Feb. 7 and as far as he’s con-
cerned, it’s just in time. Af-
ter all, he’s got more shots to 
make and a playoff run to help 
spark. 

The Eagles have their 
sights set on a borough cham-
pionship fi rst and then are de-
termined to make a run at a 
city title and Smith knows he 
needs to bring his best game – 
and shooting stroke – to lead 
the charge. It might still hurt 
to shoot, but Smith isn’t let-
ting that slow him down. He’s 
got games to win. 

“The playoffs are about to 
start and nothing is going to 
hold me back,” he said. “We 
want to win the city, but we re-
ally want to win the boroughs. 

Eagle star doesn’t let injury slow him down

Eagle Academy senior guard DeMarley Smith has played through injury for the last two weeks, but he 
hasn’t let that keep him off the court. CNG/Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO
Sixteen players, eight dif-

ferent states, one goal – win-
ning football games. Ford-
ham University announced 
the commitment of 16 players 
as part of National Singing 
Day on Feb. 1, bringing in ath-
letes from across the country 
as the Rams look to make a 
return to the postseason next 
year. 

“We are thrilled to wel-
come the 16 new student-ath-
letes to our program,” said 
Rams coach Andrew Breiner 
in a statement released by the 
team. 

“This group has great po-
tential and brings a wealth of 
speed and size to our team,” 
he added. “We can’t wait for 
them to arrive on campus this 
summer and help us build on 
the tremendous accomplish-
ments of the past four years.”

The new class features 
seven defensive players, seven 
offensive players and two spe-
cial teams standouts, includ-
ing six signees from the state 
of Connecticut. 

The complete signing list 
is: Marcus Alleyne (DB); 
Will Conley (OL); Glenn Cun-
ningham (LB); Zach Davis 

(RB); Anthony Diodato (DL); 
Hamze Elzayat (WR); Jack 
Gildea (TE); Hunter Harris 
(WR); Jeremy Iperati (LB); 
Mike Marinelli (DL); Andrew 
Mevis (K/P); Sawyer Schwarz 
(DL): Ellis Taylor (DL): Jake 
Trautman (OL); Paul Wil-
liams (LS) and Nick Zakelj 
(OL).

The group all boast a 
handful of high school ac-
colades and many led their 
team’s to postseason glory 
as seniors last fall. Davis, in 
particular, brings an impres-
sive resume to the Bronx af-
ter earning All-American 

honors from Max Preps at 
Sheehan High School in Con-
necticut. 

Fordham’s incoming 
freshman group will join 14 
returning starters for the 
2017 season. 

Amongst those starters is 
rising senior running back 
Chase Edmonds, who will 
onace again be the focal point 
of the Rams offense – and the 
unquestioned on-fi eld leader 
for the freshman-16. 

Edmonds led the NCAA 
FCS in rushing yards per 
game (163.5) and was sec-
ond in total rushing yards. 

He also fi nished second in 
all-purpose yards per game 
(194.6) and fi nished just 39 
yards shy of his own single-
season yards record. 

The Rams will try to im-
prove upon last season’s suc-
cess – their fi rst year under 
Breiner – fi nishing fourth in 
the FCS in total offense and 
fi rst in the Patriot League in 
points per game. 

Fordham opens up the 
2017 football season – and it’s 
118th season of varsity foot-
ball – on Friday, Sept. 1 as 
the squad faces off against 
Army at West Point. 

Sweet 16: Fordham football announces incoming freshman class
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BY LAURA AMATO
If Shameen Jones is being totally 

honest with himself, he was a little 
nervous this moment wouldn’t ever 
come. In fact, just a few months ago, he 
was nervous he wouldn’t ever get back 
on the football fi eld. 

The Cardinal Hayes wide receiver, 
who suffered a knee injury before his 
senior season, refused to give into his 
pain or his doubt, working harder and 
longer than he has in his entire career 
and, on Feb. 1, it all paid off. Jones, 
surrounded by family, friends and 
coaches, signed his National Letter of 
Intent to play college football at Rut-
gers University. 

“I realized after a while I have to 
get myself together and get back on 
the fi eld to help my team,” Jones said. 
“I made it happen. We won the cham-
pionship and now I’m making a bigger 
milestone in my life.”

Jones missed the entire regular 
season at Hayes and spending the year 
on the sideline was a devastating blow 
for the star. He was frustrated, unable 
to compete with his teammates, and, 
even more importantly, worried that 
he might miss out on the opportunity 
to compete at the next level. 

Jones had only just verbally com-
mitted to Rutgers before getting in-

jured and his fi rst concern was that 
the school wouldn’t be quite as inter-
ested once they heard the news. 

The Scarlet Knights, however, sur-
prised Jones – they stuck with him, 
supporting his rehab regiment and 
providing a pillar of support when 
things got diffi cult. 

“I was scared they were going to 
pull the scholarship,” Jones said. “I 
stayed with Rutgers because they stuck 
with me and put faith in the process.”
Of course, that process was far from 
easy. 

Jones didn’t always enjoy rehab, 
didn’t appreciate the hours in the gym 
or the time spent trying to strengthen 
his knee, but it all paid off when he, 
fi nally, managed to get back on the 
fi eld. 

He suited up for Hayes in the ‘AAA’ 
championship and capped off his im-
probable comeback story with a sto-
rybook ending – hauling in the game-
winning touchdown reception to lift 
the Cardinals to their fi rst-ever ‘AAA’ 
city title. 

“My favorite thing to say about the 
championship game and he didn’t he 
play a good game except for that game 
winning touchdown at the end,” Hayes 
coach CJ O’Neil said. “We called a tim-
eout and it was third down and 8, we 

were deciding what to do and Chris-
tian [Anderson] and Shameen, they 
were on their own page and made a big 
decision to overrode myself and the of-
fensive coordinator and we all agreed 
when we left that timeout. It was great 
to see.”

Jones and Anderson teamed up one 
more time during their NLI signings 
– with the quarterback cementing his 
future at Army after one of the most 
prolifi c passing seasons in Hayes his-
tory. 

It was a picture-perfect moment for 

Jones, a metaphorical bow on the gift 
this season actually ended up being. 
It wasn’t always easy and he wasn’t 
always certain, but Jones knows, if 
he can conquer this injury and that 
doubt, he can do just about anything 
– even grab a few more touchdown 
passes against Big 10 competition. 

“Its just another time to compete,” 
Jones said. “I feel like everyone on the 
schedule is a step to get better there is 
no fear or disregard for any team but 
I just want to get better on the college 
level.”

Jones heading to Rutgers 
after senior-season comeback

Cardinal Hayes wide receiver Shameen Hayes (left) signed his NLI to Rutgers University on 
Feb. 1, capping off a comeback season for the gridiron standout. CNG/Laura Amato

 WINSTON DINKINS
COACH / PRESIDENT 

Velocity Track Club New York 
racks up awards at the USATF Con-
necticut Youth Indoor Invitational at 
the Floyd Little Athletic Center, New 
Haven CT and the YMCA Youth Se-
ries at the Brooklyn Armory on Feb-
ruary 5th, 2017.  Most of our 14 & un-
der children went to the New Haven 
CT for the USATF Youth Invitation.  
The following events were contested:  
55, 200 (8 & under only), 400, 800, 1500 
and 3000 meters, shot put, long jump, 
high jump,  pole vault and 55 meter 
hurdles.  Medals were given to the top 
3 athletes in their event / age division 
& gender.  Most of the best teams north 
of New York City were competing.  I’m 
pleased to note that we won 18 medals 
(3 Gold, 7 Silver and 8 Bronze) 

The following student athletes won 
medals: In the 8 & under boy’s divi-
sion: Justice Wilmington won a silver 
medal in the 400 meters race. Malik 
Smith, bronze medal in the shot put. In 
the Girl’s 9 & 10 age division, Saniah 
Caldwell won bronze medals in the 400 
& 800 meters race. In the Boy’s 9 & 10 
division, Pierce Parker won gold med-
als in the 1500 and 800 meters race.  
Dillon Hampton won Silver in 1500 me-
ters and bronze in the 800 meter race. 

Kassir Gayle won a bronze in the shot 
put. In the girl’s 11 & 12 division, Ay-
sya Brown won silver medal in the 
400 meters and bronze in the 800 me-
ters. Adonijah Washington won a sil-

ver medal in the 800 meter race walk 
and Messiah Jean won a silver medal 
in the girl’s 13 & 14 age division 800 me-
ter race walk.   In the 11 & 12 division:  
Dontae Lindo won gold in the 800 me-
ter and silver in the 1500 meters race. 
Matthiaus Love-Anderson won bronze 
medal in the shot put. Kyle Reinosa 
won a silver medal in the 55 meter 
dash.  In the boy’s 13 & 14 age division, 
Kabir Gaydarik won bronze medal in 
the high jump.   Great job to all that 
competed. 

At the YMCA Youth Series, where 
our 15 & older athletes attended with 
some of our younger athletes.  The 
following events were contested:  LJ-
11-12 & 13-14 Only, HJ-9/10 & 15-18 
Only, 4x800-11/12, 13/14, 15-18 Only, 
200 meters, 1500 meters, 400 meters, 
4x200-Parent/Coach Relay 4x200-All 
Divisions.  Medals went to the top 5 in-
dividuals and top 3 relays in all divi-
sions.  Most of the top teams from New 
York were competing.  The following 

VTC Athletes earned medals: In the 
girls 9 & 10 division, Dakota Hickman 
won a silver medal in the high jump.  
In the girl’s 11 & 12 division, Saagi 
Hemmings won a gold medal in the 
long jump.  In the girls 13 & 14 division, 
Hannah Gadpaille won bronze medals 
in the 200 and 400 meter dash. In the 
boy’s 15 – 18 age division, Darius Gor-
don won a gold medal in the 400 me-
ters. Great job to all!

Our next meet will be on Sunday, 
February 12th, we will be taking a 
charter bus to the Reggie Lewis 

Track and Athletic Center in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts for the Northeast 
Indoor Classic.  

Velocity Track Club New York is 
a 501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of your 
donation will go to help our children.  
For additional information, you can 
go to our web site Velocitytrack.org or 
contact me, Coach Winston Dinkins at 
914-441-6196 or email me at watclt@aol.
com. 

Velocity Track Club New York highlights

Velocity Track Club’s 2017 Colgate Women’s 
Games fi nalist.

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEWS
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WALK-IN URGENT CARE
For Children & Adults

UCHC’s emergency room trained physicians provide 
medical care for sudden illnesses including: 

uchcbronx

UCHC’s emergency room trained
medical care for sudden illne

 

WALK-IN

We accept Medicaid, Medicare and Most Commercial 
Insurance.  Sliding Scale Fees for the Uninsured!

 

 Monday –  Friday 3pm-9pm  Saturday & Sunday 10am-6pm
  

  Monday – Fr iday 3pm-8pm  Saturday & Sunday 10am-6pm

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Fr iday 9am-5pm
Thursday 9am-7pm

     

Family-Centered, Quality Medical Care 
Y Hablamos Español
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