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3 women assaulted, robbed on Yates Ave.

Dolan Visits Holy Rosary

49TH PCT. SEEKS 
HOME INVADERS

Three notable borough leaders pass
Continued on Page 64

Continued on Page 8

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The borough experienced 

three notable passings last 
week. 

Hector Aponte, former 
Bronx Parks commissioner 
for a decade; Congressman 
Robert ‘Bobby’ Garcia, who 
represented the borough from 
1978 to 1990 in the U.S. House 
of Representatives and Jo-
seph Orlando, longtime Jacobi 
Medical Center executive di-

rector have all passed. 
Hector Aponte

Aponte, who friends and as-
sociates said had a soft-spoken 
demeanor and even tempera-
ment, spent ten years as the 
borough’s top ‘parkie,’ accord-
ing to a statement from Mitch-
ell Silver, NYC Parks commis-
sioner, which also stated that 
he also held posts in Manhat-
tan and Staten Island. 

“Hector’s service across 

boroughs was notable but the 
Bronx was special to him,” 
stated the commissioner’s 
note. “When he was appointed 
Bronx borough commissioner 
in 2004, he said, ‘the Bronx—
and their parks—shaped who I 
am today. I grew up running at 
Macombs Dam Park and Van 
Cortlandt Park and through 
that experience earned an ath-
letic scholarship at the Univer-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Police are investigating a 

late-night home invasion and 
assault of two women in Mor-
ris Park that occurred earlier 
this month.

Three unidentifi ed men 
gained entry to a home on 
Yates Avenue on the block be-
tween Peirce and Van Nest av-
enues at around 4:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, January 15, accord-
ing to the NYPD.   

One of the three men bran-
dished a gun and demanded 
cash and property from the 

residents, two 31-year-old 
women. 

The armed intruder then 
proceeded to pistol whip the 
two women in the head before 
fl eeing the home with two iP-
hone 6 smartphones, a purse, 
several credit cards and cash.

Commander for the 49th 
Precinct Captain Thomas Alps 
told residents at the Tuesday, 
January 31, precinct council 
meeting at the Morris Park 
Community Association that 
the investigation into the rob-
bery was being investigated 

by the Bronx Robbery Squad. 
Alps did not bring up the 

robbery during his monthly 
report but later discussed it 
briefl y when a resident asked 
about it toward the end of the 
meeting.

“The victims in that case, 
we believe, were targeted, 
meaning the perpetrators 
knew of them,” Alps said. “It 
wasn’t a random thing, they 
went to that location for a spe-
cifi c reason.”

In celebration of Catholic Schools Week, Cardinal Timothy Dolan 
hosted a special morning Mass on Wednesday, February 1 at Holy 
Rosary School. Following the service, Cardinal Dolan and the faith-
ful traveled two and a half blocks to Holy Rosary School for His 
Eminence to bless a plaque inside the school’s lobby and meet 
with students. (Above) Cardinal Dolan was interested to see what 
one student was reading for class. More photos next week.                            
               Photo by Silvio Pacifi c
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Both sides in the trial of police offi -

cer Richard Haste are now waiting for 
a decision from Police Commissioner 
James O’Neill in Haste’s connection to 
the shooting death of unarmed African 
American 18-year old, Ramarley Gra-
ham in 2012.

Haste’s, who is white, actions in 2012 
began a string of events that led to a 
fi ve-day trial which ended on Monday, 
January 23 that will decide whether or 
not Haste can remain on the force.

On February 2, 2012 - Haste, Ser-
geant Scott Morris and police offi cer 
John Mcloughlin pursed Graham into 
his apartment building at 749 E. 229th 
Street.

Earlier Graham was spotted leaving 
a Wakefi eld bodega where drug activity 
had been reported.

As the pursuit began Haste and the 
other two police offi cers believed Gra-
ham was armed and dangerous.

According to Haste’s lawyer, Stuart 
London, after Mcloughlin kicked in the 
apartment door, Graham did not com-
ply with Haste’s command to “Show me 
your hands!”

Instead, he reportedly began curs-
ing at the offi cer and advancing to-
wards Haste - reaching his hands into 
his pants - before Haste shot him.

In addition, the offi cers believed he 
had previously been trying to fl ush a 
bag of marijuana down the toilet of a 
hallway bathroom.

After the shooting, no gun was re-
covered.

“Had he listened to ‘show me your 
hands, show me your hands’ there 
never would have been a shooting,” said 
London. 

He also said. “This is obviously a 
tragic case because there is a loss of 

Waiting for decision in Graham shooting
life.”

London also noted the NYPD’s re-
view of the fi rearm discharge ruled the 
shooting as legal.

Haste has been charged with “poor 
tactical judgement” as the prosecution 
questioned whether the offi cers should 
have entered the apartment or waited 
for backup.

London said the prosecution is ques-
tioning the tactics surrounding the 
shooting because the actual shooting 
was already ruled legal.

However, London contests, “Gener-
ally if the shooting was good the tactics 
were good.”

Councilman Andy King attended all 
fi ve days of the trail in support of Gra-
ham’s mother Constance Malcolm. 

King was not pleased with the man-
ner in which the offi cers burst into the 
apartment.

King said the community has been 
protesting the shooting for fi ve years 
but Haste was never convicted of any 
crime despite a manslaughter indict-
ment in 2012.

Graham’s family, King and many 
other members of the community await 
the fi nding.

Although Judge Rosemarie Mal-
donado oversaw the trial, she can only 
give a recommendation to O’Neill since 
the commissioner will have the last say 
on Haste’s job status.

In addition, the results of the trial 
will not be open to the public due to Sec-
tion 50-A of the state Civil Rights law 
which prevents the release of a police 
offi cers’ disciplinary records.

Currently, Haste has been stripped 
of his badge and gun and is on desk 
duty.

Morris and Mcloughlin are also fac-
ing disciplinary action

Ramarley Graham’s mother Constance Malcolm at a rally in 2012 about her son’s death. 
 Photo Credit by Walter Pofeldt
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Reporter 

will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Birth Announcement 

Congratulations to Pete 

and Alyssa Koys on the birth 
of their son Justin Peter. 

Justin Peter was born at 
Stony Brook University Hos-
pital on Tuesday, January 17, 
weighing 7 pounds, 13 ounces. 
He was 20 inches long. 

The very proud grandpar-
ents are Janet and Peter Koys 
from Throggs Neck and Jane 
and Joe Nesci from Staten Is-
land. 

Justin Peter Koys

PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL’S ANNUAL ART COMPETITION FOR 7TH GRADE GIRLS
Preston High School held its annual Art competition for seventh 
grade girls on Wednesday, December 7. The theme was Infi nite Light, 
and students from 11 different schools throughout the Bronx and 
Westchester submitted art pieces for the event. During the awards 
reception, students and their families participated in an art lesson 
led by Preston’s Art department. Winners included:  First Place: Mar-
lena Sullivan, St. Benedict School (Her Own Galaxy); Second Place: 
Victoria Odinmah, Leaders of Tomorrow (Light of the World); Third 
Place: Erika Nicoleau,  Leaders of Tomorrow (Light in the Darkness); 
Honorable Mention: Sheea Mcfarlane, Leaders of Tomorrows (Day or 
Night; There’s always Light!); and Honorable Mention: Alicia Marti-
nez, Amani Charter School (Path to your Dreams).
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Sponsored by the NYC Health + Hospitals /Jacobi Community Advisory Board

2017 LEGISLATIVE FORUM
Maintaining A Strong And Safe Public Hospital System 

In Challenging Fiscal Times

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 -  6 p.m.
Jacobi Conference Center - Building 4, 2nd Floor

Refreshments 5:30 p.m. – 6 p.m.

RSVP (718) 918-6038

Concerned about ways that health services and coverage

in our borough may change under the new administration?  

Want to make sure that the needs of

vital safety net hospitals like Jacobi are met?

Join us to ask questions and hear from our local elected officials.
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Da Franco & Tony

Open 7 days a week
Monday–Thursday 12–10:00PM
Friday & Saturday 12–11:00PM

Sunday 1:00–10:00PM

Franco & Tony welcomes you

Go to http://www.dafrancoandtony.com

We are taking 
reservations for 
Valentine’s Day. 
$45 Per Person
Pre-Fixed Menu

We Deliver! 

2815 Middletown Road
Bronx, New York 10461

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A celebration of Irish-American 

heritage is coming back to Throggs 
Neck this March. 

The 19th Throggs Neck St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade, an annual display 
of ethnic and civic pride, is scheduled 
to step off at noon on Sunday, March 
12, marching along East Tremont Av-
enue from Lafayette Avenue. 

There will be a reviewing stand at 
Harding and East Tremont avenues. 

For 2017, the parade committee 
selected videographer Derek Woods 
as grand marshal, and three hon-
ored religious: Sr. Peggy Gannon, 
Sr. Joan Marie O’Leary and Sr. Betty 
McLaughlin, all members of Domin-
ican Sisters of Sparkill who are ac-
tive in the borough. 

Additionally, the families of 17 
community people who have passed 
away during the 2016 and who are 
honorary grand marshals will be 
marching in remembrance of their 
loved ones. 

Woods described himself on the 
website of his videographer com-
pany, DWI Productions, as one of 
the “most prolific videographers to 

Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Parade Sunday, March 12th 

cover people, places, and events re-
lated to the Bronx.”

The videographer and journalist’s 
work began at BronxNet public ac-
cess television at the inception of the 
network in 1993, and he covered and 
fi lmed the Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Day parade for its fi rst 17 years. 

“I cannot tell you how honored 
I am that the parade committee is 
asking me to be the grand marshal,” 
said Woods, who added that a parade 
committee member told him he was 
a big cheerleader for the parade over 
the years. 

The grand marshal honor has 
greater significance, indicated 
Woods, because both his parents 
were born in Ireland, he said. 

Woods said he grew up near East 
204th Street and now lives in River-
dale. 

He co-founded a non-profit called 
the Riverdale Children’s Theater, 
which performs at Lehman Col-
lege and Pelham Parkway’s Bronx 
House, he said. 

The parade shows the strong 
Irish-American tradition in Throggs 
Neck, said Woods, but it is about 

even more than ethnic pride and the 
rich Irish history in the borough. 

“It is a celebration of the com-
munity itself,” said Woods of the pa-
rade. “It is a day when everyone is 
Irish; it’s also a day for everyone to 
appreciate all the hardworking fam-
ilies that make Throggs Neck an in-
credible place to live and work.” 

Gannon, O’Leary and McLaugh-
lin all serve St. Benedict’s Parish. 
Gannon and O’Leary volunteer at 
Jeanne Jugan Residence, stated 
O’Leary. 

According to parade committee 
information, the sisters have spent 
decades ministering to Bronx res-
idents in hospitals, parishes and 
schools, as well as working with the 
elderly and homebound. 

Honorary grand marshals for this 
year’s parade are Margaret Albin, 
Patrick Boyle, Veronica Christensen, 
Mary Fitzsimons, Teresa Fitzsi-
mons, Eleanor Kelly, Arleen Knapp, 
Mary McEnery, Jack Mullane, Jack 
O’Connor, Kathy O’Sullivan, John 
Quinn, Sal Randazzo, Dennis Raf-
tery Jr., Daniel Smith, John Steel 
and Barbara Wynne. 

Derek Woods, a television journalist and 
videographer who has been covering the 
borough since 1993, was selected as the 
grand marshal of the 2017 Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. 
 Photo courtesy of Derek Woods
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NOW OPEN!

2016 Bronxdale Ave Suite 301 
(Between Holland Ave & Antin Pl)

Call to make an appointment:

718.220.2020
Accepting New Patients and Open Evenings

Primary Health Care for the Entire Family
Most Insurance Plans Accepted including Medicaid/Commercial/Medicare/Union and VA 

Self-Pay-Sliding-Scale Program for the Uninsured 

www.uchcbronx.org
Hablamos Español

UNION COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER @UCHC_Bronx UCHCBRONX
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• Faith-Centered Education

• Full-Day Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4 Programs

• SMART Boards in Every Classroom

• State-of-the-Art Library, Computer  
      & Science Labs

• Math Initiative

• Honors & Enrichment Programs

• Advanced Level Math & Science

• Remediation Program

• Fitness Center, Sports  
      & Physical Education

• Extended Day Academic Programs

• Extracurricular Activities

• Fully Air-conditioned Classrooms

FREE PRE-K FOR ALL  (Universal Pre-K for 4-year-olds) 

AFFORDABLE FULL-DAY PRE-K 3 PROGRAM  

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

Fr. James Cruz, Pastor  |  Sr. Patricia Brito, RJM, Principal

2380 E. Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462   

718-597-3232  •  www.straymondelementary.org

St. Raymond Elementary School

St. Raymond 
Elementary School

Excellence in Catholic Education for Over 150 Years

Christ-Centered Education in a Safe, Nurturing 
and Academically Motivating Environment
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OPEN HOUSE
January 31 & February 1...... 9:30 - 11:00 AM

REGISTRATION & INFORMATION
February 6-10, 13-16,   
      22-23  .............................9:00 AM & 1:00 PM 

February 22 & 23 ..............6:00 PM 

TOURING TUESDAYS

Limited Seating for All Grades. Register Early!

January 31
February 14

March 14
April 4

AFFORDABLE TUITION

FREE EARLY DROP-OFF 
FREE BREAKFAST PROGRAM

sity of Puerto Rico.’”  
During his time as commissioner, 

Aponte helped secure Croton Filtra-
tion Funds Plant mitigation funds for 
new and improved parks around the 
borough, and worked on the develop-
ing the new Yankee Stadium, said his 
successor Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, bor-
ough Parks commissioner. 

He was active in the NYC Parks La-
tino Society, she added. 

Aponte was born in Puerto Rico 
and got his start in public service in 
1960s south Bronx politics and in the 
1970s as a regional director of the New 
York chapter of Aspira, an organiza-
tion dedicated to helping Latinos at-
tain higher education, said longtime 
friend Rafael Rivera. 

“The man was a giant in our com-
munity,” said Rivera, adding his friend 
was the kind of man who would always 
keep his word, had a great sense of hu-
mor, and looked to empower others. 

Aponte liked motorcycles and trav-
eling to far-fl ung destinations like 
Dubai and China, said Rivera, adding 
that Aponte was a Buddhist. 

His wife Marta Aponte, daughter 
Michelle Armella, son Hector Aponte 
Jr., and a grandson survive Aponte. 

 Congressman Robert Garcia 

Garcia passed away on Wednesday, 
January 25, his wife, Jane Garcia, con-
fi rmed. She said the cause was chronic 

3 notable borough leaders pass
From page 1

obstructive pulmonary disease. 
Garcia, who was 84, served in Con-

gress from a south Bronx district and 
was preceded by Herman Badillo and 
succeeded by Jose Serrano, who re-
leased a statement on his passing. 

Serrano recalled that while Gar-
cia was in offi ce from 1978 to 1990, he 
worked on a variety of initiatives and 
in several capacities.

Serrano said Garcia was offi cial 
representative of the U.S. Congress to 
N.A.T.O.; helped to convince President 
Carter to add the term ‘Hispanic’ to 
the census; developed legislation that 
led to the creation of the Empower-

ment Zone program for economic de-
velopment and worked with the Con-
gressional Black Caucus to establish 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day as a na-
tional holiday. 

“For 25 years, Bob worked hard for 
the people of the south Bronx as its 
representative in the New York State 
Assembly, the New York State Senate, 
and eventually the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives,” stated Serrano.

Garcia resigned from the U.S. Con-
gress shortly after being found guilty 
of extortion stemming from a 1980s 
corruption scandal known as Wedtech, 
which led to the convictions of several 

borough politicians. 
Convictions against Garcia and 

his wife were overturned on appeal in 
1990. 

His wife remembered her husband’s 
desire to unify Latino groups, and his 
service as the de-facto representative 
of Puerto Rico in the U.S. Congress,  
because the island’s delegate cannot 
vote. 

“His great thing was unity and I 
think that is what he will be remem-
bered for,” she said, adding about his 
public service: “He never cared about 

Hector Aponte, former Bronx Parks commis-
sioner, has passed. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC ParksJoe Orlando

Congressman Robert Garcia, who represent-
ed the borough in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives for more than a decade. 
 Photo courtesy of U.S. House of Representatives

Continued on page 64
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TO APPLY
Visit ApplyCatholicSchoolsNY.org

BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY 
Visit CatholicSchoolsNY.org/touring-tuesdays  

or call (646) 794-2885

Visit our schools on  

Touring Tuesdays from  

9-11AM or book a private  

tour by appointment.

FEBRUARY 14 
MARCH 14 
APRIL 4

Holy Family School
2169 Blackrock Avenue 

Holy Rosary School
1500 Arnow Avenue

Immaculate Conception School 
760 East Gun Hill Road

Nativity of Our Blessed Lady School
3893 Dyre Avenue

Our Lady of Grace School
3981 Bronxwood Avenue

Santa Maria School
1510 Zerega Avenue

St. Benedict School
1016 Edison Avenue

St. Clare of Assisi School
1911 Hone Avenue

St. Frances de Chantal School
2962 Harding Avenue

St. Francis of Assisi School
4300 Baychester Avenue

St. Francis Xavier School
1711 Haight Avenue 

St. Lucy School
830 Mace Avenue 

St. Mary School
3956 Carpenter Avenue

Sts. Philip and James School
1160 East 213th Street

Invest Today in Your Child’s Education

Catholic schools offer a unique combination of academic and 

spiritual development that helps children of all backgrounds get 

the best start in life and gain the confidence to realize their fullest 

potential as human beings. 99% of our graduating seniors go on 

to college or post-secondary education. Financial assistance and 

scholarships range from $500 to as high as $3,100 per student.
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 

To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 

Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 

Offer. Exp. 02/28/2017

HIT BY TWO AUTOS WHILE CROSSING H’WY

SCHOOL SAFETY AGENT STRUCK BY CARS

Police are trying to identify the man who survived being struck by two cars after 
crossing a busy Bronx highway. According to police, the man was walking north to  
south on the Bruckner Expressway on Sunday, January 22 around 7:20 p.m. when he 
was struck by two vehicles, a 2004 Volkswagen Passat and a 2005 Toyota Camry.
The man was thrown over the highway divider and landed in the eastbound lanes of 
the roadway. The victim was rushed to Jacobi Medical Center in critical condition 
and is expected to survive. Neither driver was charged in this ongoing investiga-
tion.                      Photo by Edwin Soto

A Lehman High School safety agent is fi ghting for his life after being struck by two 
cars near Westchester Square last week. According to published reports, the incident 
happened on Tuesday, January 24 at 6 a.m. when Heriberto Lopez, 59, attempted to 
cross Little League Avenue near East Tremont Avenue as a car was turning into the 
street. The school safety agent was parking his personal vehicle when he was struck 
by one car and then by another while on the ground. Witnesses said Lopez was not 
in the crosswalk, but was in the middle of the road. Lopez sustained head trauma, a 
spleen injury and a broken ankle. He was rushed to Jacobi Medical Center in critical 
condition and has undergone surgery. No charges were fi led against the unidentifi ed 
driver of the fi rst car who remained at the scene. Police are still investigating the 
incident. The second driver allegedly fl ed the scene.  Photo by Edwin Soto

42 Precinct
Friday, January 27 at 4:50 p.m. -- Cops re-

ceived a report of a grand larceny taking place in 
the rear of 1309 Washington Avenue. An Hispanic 
man in between 20-years-old and 30-years-old 
approached a 54-year-old male victim from be-
hind and put his hands inside his pockets. When 
the victim pushed away, he was stabbed twice in 
the torso and forearm. The would-be robber fled 
empty-handed into 1309 Washington Avenue. 
The person cops are looking for was last seen 
wearing a red hooded sweater, a red knit cap, 
white sneakers, and blue jeans. 

45 Precinct
Saturday, January 14 at 9:00 p.m. --A 

push-in robbery was reported in Co-op City. Two 
people, both described as Hispanic men, pushed 
their way inside of an apartment of a 61-year-old 
man. The two men struck the victim’s head with 
a firearm before stealing his keys and fleeing the 
scene. The men cops are looking for were wear-

ing dark jackets during the robbery. 

46 Precinct
Saturday, January 28 at 3:00 a.m. -- A shoot-

ing was reported outside a lounge at 1789 Webster 
Avenue. A 21-year-old man was hit in the torso in-
side the lounge. As the shooter exited the club, he 
shot someone else, a woman, once in the leg. The 
man was taken to Albert Einstein Medical Center 
and the woman to St. Barnabas Hospital. 

49 Precinct
Sunday, January 15 at 4:25 p.m.. -- Cops 

received a report from two 31-year-old women 
that three people gained entry into their apart-
ment on Yates Avenue. One of the men had a 
handgun and demanded cash and property. They 
took two iPhone 6 cell phones, a purse, cash and 
credit cards. They fled the scene in a black SUV 
that may possibly be a Jeep Liberty. The wom-
en suffered lacerations to their heads after they 
were pistol whipped during the incident. 
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START YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION 
EARLY WITH THE NEWEST WAY TO 

RESHAPE YOUR BODY 

4915 Broadway, NY, NY 10034
750 Mclean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

37-73 103rd St, Corona NY 11368

718-804-5452
Adam Y. Goldman, MD

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE Consultation at one of our offi ces 

Financing available

A NEW 
non-invasive 

body contouring 
system for the 
reduction of 

stubborn fat in 
the areas such 

as abdomen and 
love handles..

nymetrovein.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
President 

has dark soul

Dear editor,
With President Trump’s 

executive order threatening to 
cut off federal funds to ‘sanc-
tuary cities’ protecting undoc-
umented immigrants, history 
will record this moment as 
one of the darker ones in our 
nation’s history.

And I believe it will as-
cribe to the president some of 
the lowest grades for his term 
in offi ce. Rather than bring-
ing a nation together, he will 
instead be remembered as a 
dark soul who tore it asunder.

I join proudly with Mayor 
de Blasio, my fellow legislators 
across the city and the rest of 
a God-fearing, caring nation 
in standing strong against 
this attack on so many decent 
people who have struggled to 
reach this nation, who have 
worked hard, raised their chil-
dren under the American fl ag 
and pursued the American 
Dream.

This is a battle the Presi-
dent of these United States 
will not win.

Assemblyman 

Luis Sepulveda

Take over
the MTA

Dear editor,
There may be a better alter-

native to deal with concerns 
raised by recent Letter to the 
Editor “Unreliable bus ser-
vice” (The City Island Civic 
Association -- January 26) and 
“CI group requests dedicated 
bus line” (Patrick Rocchio -- 
January 26) if only NYC had 
direct control of both bus and 
subway service.  

In 1953, the old NYC Board 
of Transportation passed on 
control of the municipal sub-
way system, including all its 
assets under a master lease 
and operating agreement to 
the newly created NYC Tran-
sit Authority.  Under late Gov-
ernor Nelson Rockefeller in 
the 60s, the MTA was created.  

Buried within the 1953 
master agreement between 
the city and NYC Transit is 
an escape clause.  NYC has the 
legal right at any time to take 
back control of its assets.  This 
includes the subway and bus 
system.  Actions speak louder 
than words.  

If Mayor Bill de Blasio 

and other municipal offi cials 
feel they could do a better job 
managing the MTA including 
running the nation’s largest 
subway and bus system, man 
up and regain control.  This 
might provide faster resolu-
tion to these legitimate issues 
of City Island residents and 
others around the Bronx.  

Larry Penner

Subway
vernacular

Dear editor,
Many, many thanks to Le-

nore Skenazy for her article 
on a dictionary of subway 
vernacular. I haven’t stopped 
laughing since reading it!

I am mailing copies to my 
commuting friends who will 
also appreciate it, having ex-
perienced, as well as I, some of 
the situations depicted.

Lilly Pappas

The Bx29
is what it is
Dear editor, 
Re your letter and news 

article from the City Island 
Civic Association: I hate to 
bust open your dream bub-
bles but, I don!t think you 
will ever see the day that the 
Bx29 is going to receive 24/7 
bus service as the Bx29 is 
classifi ed as a round robin, 
not a crosstown or even a in-
ter borough, bus route. 

As for splitting the Bx29 
into two separate bus routes 
City Island and Co-op City, I 
think that that might make 
the bus service serving Pel-
ham Bay worse not better 
as you may see buses from 
different bus routes serving 
Pelham Bay fi ghting for bus 
space. As for the woman who 
says her bus is inconsistent: 
check your sechedule. 

There is usually a bus 
ahead of the one you usu-
ally take. When I ride the 
bus, I usually take a bus or 
two ahead of the bus I want 
to take just in case that bus 
is late for some reason or an-
other.

As for bus signage: 
yes,there are a few buses 
hanging around the bus ga-
rages that have hand cranked 
signs but these buses are now 
known as nostalgia specials 
and won’t be put on the Bx29. 
So, the Bx29 is what it is.

Joseph Wall

School area
needs cameras

(The following letter was 
sent to the NYC Department of 
Transportation by Senator Jeff 
Klein.)

Dear editor,
Adequate pedestrian safety 

measures surrounding city 
schools is a no-brainer. Stu-
dents, staff and NYPD School 
Safety Agents shouldn’t have 
to risk their lives while walk-
ing to and from school. My 
thoughts and prayers are 
with the victim and his fam-
ily of last week’s accident (at 
Lehman High School), and I 
hope for his speedy recovery. 
More could be done to protect 
the well-being of pedestrians 
at, and near, the accident site. 
I’m hopeful the DOT will con-
sider my request and exam-
ine all possible solutions to 
reduce the likelihood of an-
other tragedy like this from 
occurring. 

     I’ve asked that the DOT 
to explore all possible options 

to boost pedestrian safety at 
that intersection, as well as the 
nearby stretch of East Trem-
ont Avenue in front of Lehman 
High School. I suggest the in-
stallation of more School Zone 
signs and crosswalks on East 
Tremont Avenue. At the ac-
cident site intersection, there 
is only a crosswalk on Lit-
tle League Place, not across 
East Tremont Avenue. In fact, 
there’s long stretch without 
a crosswalk on East Trem-
ont Avenue from the school’s 
main entrance to Westchester 
Avenue. 

     The stretch of East Trem-
ont Avenue in front of Lehman 
High School has been prob-
lematic in the past. Workers 
at nearby businesses recalled 
a recent multi-car accident 
where a sedan overturned in 
front of the campus, tempo-
rarily trapping its occupants. 
In addition to more signs and 
crosswalks I recommends a 
speed camera be placed near 
the school to act as an addi-
tional deterrent to reckless 
drivers.

Senator Jeff Klein
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HERE ARE 11 REASONS 
why you should be coming to Flannery’s for your new kitchen

KITCHENS! KITCHENS!! KITCHENS!!!

We Beat Home Depot Prices!

We Sell Only All WOOD Cabinets...No Particle Board or Cardboard!

Fast, FREE Delivery In 1/4 The Time Of The Big Store!

Granite Tops Delivered and Installed In Less Than 1 Week!

Personal One On One Service!

WE Install Everything WE Sell!

No Automated Delivery Lines Or Customer Service Waits!

No Outsourced Installations!

Customize Your Kitchen The Way You Want It!

One Stop Shopping For All Kitchen Needs!

Free Plans and Drawings

Flannery’s
Home Center

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL 3395 E Tremont Ave. | Bronx, NY 10461 

Come visit 
our fully stocked 
hardware store 
and showroom!
For fast prompt 

service call Dave at 
914-879-6676

License # 2017358DCA

Pickup & 
Delivery 
Available 
For Your 

Convenience!

Ask About Our Special Senior Citizen Discounts!

$500 
OFF

Any Fully 
Renovated Kitchens
WITH THIS COUPON
Coupon must be presented 
at the time of sale.

ONE STOP HANDY MAN SHOP

Call Your Neighborhood Handyman at 
Bronx Johnson/Flannery’s Hardware

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED  
PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 75 YEARS
NO MIDDLEMAN!

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

718-792-9060

10% off everything 
in the hardware store 

Monday through Saturday & 

20% off everything 
in the store on Sundays 

(with coupon)

❍ Home Additions and Alterations
❍ Roofi ng, Siding and Gutters
❍ Window, Screens and Door
❍ Fence Installation
❍ Interior and Exterior Painting
❍ Masonry, Pavers and Blacktop 
❍ Plumbing and Electrical 
❍ Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling 
❍ Basement Refi nishing 
❍ Wood and Granite Counter Tops 

❍ New Decks and Patios 
❍ Water Heater Replacement  
❍ Tile Installation 
❍ And Much, Much More 
❍ Power washing
❍ Gutters Cleaned
❍ Exterior Painting
❍ Light Fixtures Installed
❍ Door Bells
❍ Screen and Glass Repair

❍ Driveways, Patched & Resealed 
❍ Drains unclogged 
❍ Waste Pipe Replacement 
❍ Toilets, Sinks, Faucets & Vanitys Replaced 
❍ Grout Removal, Regrout and Caulking 
❍ Rooms Painted 
❍ Appliances Installed
❍ And Much, Much More
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WWW.SHOPASSOCIATED.COM
WWW.METFOODS.COM
WWW.PIONEERSUPERMARKET.COM

STAY CONNECTED!

$399

White Rock
Seltzer Water

1 Liter

2 $4FOR

Oscar Mayer
Bacon
16oz
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$399
Nathan’s 

Franks
11-14oz

$399
Edy’s

Ice Cream
48oz

2 $5FOR

Stacy’s 
Pita Chips
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THE Greek American INSTITUTE

A MULTI-CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT

OVER 100 YEARS OF EDUCATIONAL AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN A NURTURING PRIVATE SCHOOL SETTING

RISING STARS PROGRAM
This is open to children three to four years old. Our Rising Stars program provides a rich environment to further 

encourage the child’s emotional, intellectual, social and physical development for children who are 3 years old and potty 
trained by September 1st. The curriculum includes story time, dramatic play, painting, exercise, and breakfast/lunch. 

PKA PROGRAM
PKA Program available 8am to 2:20pm for students born in the year 2013.

OPEN HOUSE
Pre-K – 8th Grade

, 6pm–8pm. Informational Presentation for all prospective parents. 

and or exceed NYS Standards in ELA, Math and Science

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Bronx resident is sharing 

the wonderments of his newest 
home - 17 syllables at a time.

David Ellis, a teacher and 
library technology coordina-
tor at St. Mark the Evange-
list School in Harlem who has 
lived on City Island for the last 
seven years, is currently work-
ing on a new children’s version 
of his book ‘Beach in City Is-
land: Haiku Poems by David 
Ellis’, which was printed and 
released earlier this month.

The poems describe the 
many adventures one would 
experience while living on or 
visiting City Island, from the 
summertime and the wildlife 
to the fi sherman, the rocks on 
the coast line and, of course, 
the beaches at the end of City 
Island streets.

Born and raised in Mount 
Vernon, Ellis graduated from 
Allen University in Colombia, 
SC, where he majored in el-
ementary education and also 
studied poetry. He also lived 
in New Rochelle for fi ve years 

City Island father and son 
collaborate on poetry book

before settling down on City 
Island in 2010.

“A lot of people travel to 
City Island to eat or fi sh - but 
I wrote this book to spread 
the word that there is so much 
more to this place than just 
that,” Ellis said. “City Island 
is really an undiscovered gem 
- there is a lot of history and 
nature here that many people 
are not aware of. That’s why I 
wrote this book.”

Ellis  also said that almost 
all of his students were born 
and raised in an urban, in-
ner city environment and are 
rarely exposed to habitats like 
those which exist on City Is-
land.

“Many of my students don’t 
realize that City Island is right 
in their backyard - and much of 
this nature and wildlife is eas-
ily accessible to them,” David 
said. “I am committed to not 
only bringing my experiences 
of City Island to my readers, 
but also encouraging them to 
come visit an area that offers 
so much.”

Ellis added that he also 
writes poetry on pieces of 
driftwood, which City Island-
ers sometimes stumble upon 
when they are by the water 
in areas such as Belden Point 
or the Catherine Scott Prom-
enade.

“One day, my son asked 
me why I loved the beach so 
much, and I told him it was be-
cause I love to be surrounded 
by God and everything that 
he made, like the seagulls and 
the ocean,” David added. “Any-
time I am on the beach, I feel 
the spirits who walked on this 
same sand hundreds of years 
ago.”

The new version of the 
book, which includes nearly 
100 haiku poems, will feature 
illustrations by David’s son Ga-
briel, whom he dedicated the 
book to in the preface. Haiku 
poems follow a 5-7-5 syllable 
format.

The children’s version of the 
book is expected to be released 
in the next few months.

Since graduating from Al-

len University, Ellis has writ-
ten nearly 3,000 poems and is 
working on another poetry 
book about Harlem, where he 
has been an educator for the 
last 15 years.

Copies of the original ver-
sion of  Beach in City Island 

can be purchased on lulu.com 
or at the Kaleidoscope Gal-
lery, 280 City Island Avenue. 
The gallery can be reached at 
(718) 885-3090.

For more information on 
David Ellis, visit instagram.
com/beachincityisland.

David Ellis and his son, Gabriel kayak in the Long Island Sound, just off of 
City Island, last summer. Photo courtesy of David Ellis
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TOO TIRED TO COOK?
YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

TRY OUR SUICIDE HOT WINGS! 
ALSO HOT, MILD, HONEY, BBQ, 
TERIYAKI HICKORY SMOKED

CORONA
BEER 

BUCKETS

FRESH 

CLAMS! 
MUSSELS!

BUY 2 LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF 

WINGS FREE
EAT-IN OR TO GO

PIZZA
SPECIAL

We Deliver to The 
Beach Clubs!

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

ORDER AND PICK-UP YOUR WING TRAYS PRIOR TO THE BIG GAME 
AS EARLY AS 12PM & WITH 1 EASY STEP YOUR WINGS WILL BE HOT 

AND CRISPY AND READY FOR GAME TIME! CALL FOR DETAILS!

COME WATCH THE SUPER BOWL AT BRADY’S
KEEP US IN MIND FOR YOUR PARTY....IN OUR 

HOUSE OR YOURS... BEAT THE RUSH!

HAVING A SUPER BOWL PARTY? WE ARE NOW TAKING ORDERS!
TRY OUR DELICIOUS FINGER FOODS

WINGS, CHICKEN FINGERS, CALAMARI, BAKED CLAMS, MOZZARELLA STICKS, MEATBALLS, 
BAKED ZITI, MAC-N-CHEESE BITES, FRIED RAVIOLI, MUSSELS, ONION RINGS, POTATO SKINS, 

SLIDERS, QUESADILLAS, JALAPENO POPPERS AND MORE...
OR OUR LARGE VARIETY OF PASTA, SEAFOOD, STEAK AND CHICKEN ENTREES
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Montefiore Einstein
Center for Heart & Vascular Care

WE’RE ALL ABOUT YOUR HEART
Attend a Free Community Heart Health Event 

FREE COMMUNITY LECTURES 
High Blood Pressure, What You Need to Know

Saturday, February 11, 2017 | 9:00–11:00 AM 
P.S. 246X 
2641 Grand Concourse Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10468

Wednesday, February 15 | 1:00–2:30 PM 
SEBCO Erma Cava Senior Center 
887 Southern Boulevard, Ground Floor 
Bronx, New York 10459

Wednesday, February 22 | 11:00 AM–12:00 PM 
R.A.I.N. Senior Center, Boston Secor Site 
3540 Bivona Street 
Bronx, New York 10475

Tuesday, February 28 | 10:30–11:30 AM 
J.A.S.A. Throggs Neck Senior Center 
2705 Schley Avenue 
Bronx, New York 10465

February is American Heart  
Month, and we at Montefiore  

are helping the communities we 
serve celebrate with a series of  
free events. You’ll learn how to  
take better care of your heart 

through educational lectures and 
free screenings to check blood 
pressure and cholesterol levels.

Learn to love your heart and  
the hearts close to you this Heart 

Month. For more information, visit  
www.montefiore.org/HeartMonth

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A famous mural in the 

Bronx was recently restored by 
an up and coming artist.

On Saturday, January 28, 
emerging artist Hawa Diallo 
unveiled her new restoration 
of the Amadou Diallo mural in 
Soundview.

The 18-foot mural on the 
brick side wall of his residence, 
which was updated for the fi rst 
time in over 15 years, commem-
orates and honors the life of 
Amadou, who was shot to death 
by police in front of his home at 
1157 Wheeler Avenue on Febru-
ary 4, 1999.

The mural portrays a smil-
ing Diallo in front of the Ameri-
can and Guinean fl ags and next 
to African cuisine. A message 
from Amadou on the mural 
reads, “Mom, I’m going to col-
lege.”

“I’m very honored to have 
had the responsibility of restor-
ing this mural and bringing at-
tention to an important mo-
ment in New York’s history,” 
Hawa said. “This mural is a re-
minder of the work our city and 

Emerging artist restores mural 
memoralizing Diallo’s legacy

our nation needs to do so lives 
like Amadou’s are not lost in 
the future.”

Hawa, a Fulani from West 
Africa, came to the United 
States as a refugee after surviv-
ing a genocide. Painting since 
her mid-40s, Hawa uses near-
photographic visual memory 
to produce paintings which 
remind her of her childhood, 
as well as beautiful and pain-
ful experiences from when she 
lived in Africa.

Though not related, Hawa 
and Amadou are both Fulani, 
a large and widely dispersed 
West Muslim ethic group based 
out of countries in West Africa, 
such as Nigeria, Guinea and 
Mali.

“This beautiful mural com-
memorating the life and leg-
acy of Amadou Diallo holds 
a dear spot in my heart and 
a reminder of where we have 
been since that fateful night in 
Soundview, and where we want 
to go as we continue to fi ght for 
justice and equality,” said Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

The unveiling of the re-

stored mural was held in prep-
aration for the second annual 
Amadou Diallo Foundation 
Benefi t Dinner, which will take 
place at the Alhambra Ball-
room in Harlem on Saturday, 
February 4, the 18-year anni-
versary of the tragic incident.

The dinner will honor for-
mer congressman Charles 
Rangel, former mayor David 
Dinkins and Rev.Al Sharpton, 
while Emmy award-winning 
reporter and multimedia jour-
nalist AJ Ross will emcee the 
event.

Amadou, who came to the 
United States in the mid-1990s, 
was returning home in the 
early morning hours when po-
lice offi cers, in plain clothes 
fi red 42 shots at him, 19 of which 
hit him, when he reached into 
his pocket and pulled out a wal-
let after being told not to move. 
He was unarmed.

It was later discovered that 
the police offi cers were in 
search of a serial rapist. Ama-
dou matched the suspect’s de-
scription. 

The mother of Eric Garner, 

who died while being hand-
cuffed by police on Staten Is-
land, was in attendance at the 
unveiling. Since it’s creation 
in 2001, the mural has become 
a popular Bronx attraction for 

tourists. The original earlier 
version of the mural depicted 
Diallo on the right side of the 
wall, with four police offi cers 
wearing Klu Klux Klan hoods 
on the left side.

(l-r) Balde Addoulaye; Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Kadiatou Diallo 
(Amadou Diallo’s mother; Hawa Bah, Mohamed Bah’s mother), artist Hawa 
Diallo and Gwen Carr, Eric Garner’s mother, were excited to unveil the 
restored Amadou Diallo mural. Photo by Aracelis Batista

The newly restored 18-foot mural honors the site where African immi-
grant, Amadou Diallo, was shot and killed by police on February 4, 1999. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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SAVE $100
WHEN YOU CALL BEFORE 3/31/17*

GET THE BEST 
REPORT CARD EVER!
GET HELP NOW!

©2017 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. 
SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark 
of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of 
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Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 
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  Free consultation

  Personalized tutoring

  �������	
������������

  Comprehensive academic 
evaluation

  Flexible payment options  
for all budgets

Tutoring
Reading and Phonics - Writing - Math  

Study Skills - Algebra - Geometry  

Trigonometry - Calculus - Biology  

Chemistry - ADHD support - More

��������
ACT - SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - AP - GED  

ASVAB - High School Entrance Exams

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

BRONX
718-597-1500
BAY RIDGE
718-491-0900 

EASTCHESTER
914-722-6100
FLUSHING
718-358-7900

MANHATTAN
212-362-0100

PARK SLOPE
718-230-4600

SCARSDALE
914-946-7800

STATEN ISLAND
718-697-0500

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

KAL-SOLARAY

25%
OFF WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 

Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 2/28/17

Our amenities include: 
• Spacious studios starting at $2,400 per 

month and one-bedroom apartments 
starting at $2,800 per month

• Complimentary Lunch and Dinner 
served buffet style

• Cable TV – with HD channels
• All Utilities are included
• Weekly linen service
• Visitor Parking
• Pastoral Services
• A wealth of Programs and Activities
• Conveniently located near medical, 

physical therapy, occupational therapy 
and psychiatric services

• On-site beauty salon, entertainment 
center, gift shop, laundry and check-
cashing facilities

• Moderately priced lodging for 
overnight guests

525 Audubon Ave. at 191st Street. 

New York, NY

www.isabella.org

We’ve thought of everything to 
enrich and enhance your life.

For more information and 
to schedule a private tour, 
please call: 212-342-9539

ISABELLA 
HOUSE

x  youtube.com/IsabellaOrg

l  twitter.com/IsabellaOrg

f  fb.com/IsabellaOrg

Independent Living 
for Older Adults
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The city and a preservation group 

agreed to save several stately trees dur-
ing Pelham Parkway’s upcoming Phase 
2 reconstruction. 

The project will rebuild the park-
ways’ two westbound roadways, and 
add a variety of improvements. 

After consultation with grassroots 
conservation organization Pelham 
Parkway Preservation Alliance, more 
than 40 trees will be lost due to disease, 
damage or construction, according to 
alliance leaders. 

However, PPPA offi cials, who initi-
ated legal action against the city to save 
trees during the project’s Phase 1, now 
report that they have walked the park-
way with city offi cials and reviewed 
all trees that were planned for removal 
as part of Phase 2, said PPPA activist 
George Zulch.  

The result of this examination is the 
saving of approximately seven trees, 
said Zulch, including an elm tree near 
a bus stop just west of Williamsbridge 
Road on Pelham Parkway West that 
may be 150-years-old. 

The city reviewed and reconsidered 
tree removal in several cases, he said. 

In the case of the elm, city offi cials 
moved the bus stop a bit to accommo-
date the tree, he said. 

“We think that they are very proac-
tive and forward- looking in working to-
gether with us,” said Zulch of the NYC 
Department of Design and Constric-
tion, the agency in charge of the project. 
“They understand the importance of 
preserving the parkway along with do-
ing…the reconstruction.” 

Currently, the DDC and PPPA have 
a “good working relationship,” said 
Zulch, though he did qualify by saying 

‘So far, so good’ on Pelham 
Parkway’s next work phase

“anything can happen” during the proj-
ect. 

His PPPA colleague, Joseph Menta, 
said he was pleased that the city has 
agreed to save so many trees that other-
wise would be gone. 

He said of the DDC/PPPA relation-
ship: “so far, so good.” 

“Trees that were slated for removal 
are going to stay, which is a victory in 
and of itself,” said Menta, though he 
added: “We still need to be vigilant.” 

John Fratta, Community Board 
11’s liaison for the parkway project, 
said that the board wanted to make 
sure that this second phase did not fall 
into the same hole as it did in Phase 
1, which rebuilt the parkways’ south-
side.  

Fratta said CB 11 worked to ensure 
that the PPPA had a seat at the table 
during Phase 2, he said, and made other 
stipulations that were conditional for 
CB 11’s support for Phase 2, making 
sure DDC understood “the concerns of 
the community board and alliance were 
real and needed to be addressed.” 

Fratta said he believes that after 
much concern during Phase 1, the city 
has decided on a different approach this 
time.  

A DDC spokeswoman stated that the 
agency would continue to work with the 
community, PPPA, Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, NYC Parks, and 
NYC Department of Transportation to 
ensure successful project completion. 

“While fi eld conditions can be unpre-
dictable, during the design phase, we 
have taken every step possible to save as 
many trees as we can during construc-
tion, she stated. “Once a contractor is 
selected and registered, we anticipate 
mobilizing by mid-summer 2017.”

This very old elm tree along Pelham Parkway West near Williamsbridge Road was saved, 
according to the PPPA, as a result of the group working with DDC. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

Scleratherapy

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profi le of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

START THE NEW YEAR 
OFF RIGHT!!

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
According to Community Board 

10 and other city agencies, a new plan 
involving alternate side parking and 
street cleaning may soon be imple-
mented in Throggs Neck, after the plan 
request was submitted to the board by 
the NYC Department of Parks & Recre-
ation and NYC Department of Sanita-
tion in November.

The streets that will be affected 
by this plan include Miles Avenue 
between Balcolm and Emerson av-
enues as well as Emerson Avenue be-
tween Miles and Schurz Avenue, two 
stretches which border the eastern 
portion of Trump Golf Links at Ferry 
Point.

According to Parks, the request 
was submitted to the board in an effort 
to maintain the perimeter of Trump 
Golf Links. 

The plan would enable DoS to send 
a mechanical street sweeper through 
once a week, plus aide in unhindered 
access to the area for cleaning and 
weed whacking weekly.

Alternate side parking would take 
place on the park sides of the selected 
streets on Mondays from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. only. 

“Before we (CB10) make a decision 
regarding alternate side parking on 
these particular streets, we want to 
ensure that the residents who will be 
most affected by this will have the op-
portunity to express their opinions 
about it,” said Martin Prince, chair-
man of CB 10.

“There was never any protocol for 
cleaning on these streets - and before 
there is, we want to give residents in 

Alt. side parking 
considered for 

TN  streets
the area enough time to voice their 
thoughts on whether they support it or 
not,” Prince added.

CB 10 will hold a discussion on this 
topic at their Municipal Services Com-
mittee meeting on Tuesday, February 
28 at 7:30 p.m. at their offi ce, prior to 
voting on the request at a later date.

Many residents who live on these 
streets are not in support of the plan.

“It’s a very bad idea - there’s no 
reason for it,” said a resident who has 
lived on Miles Avenue between Emer-
son and Hosser avenues for ten years.

“I actually was glad that there was 
no alternate side parking when I fi rst 
moved here - but if this plan is ap-
proved, that is not good news,” said 
a resident who lives on Miles Avenue 
between Hosmer and Robinson and 
whose family has three cars. 

An Emerson Avenue resident also 
expressed her displeasure with the 
plan, bringing up the fact that the 
street’s angle parking spots bordering 
the park (between Miles and Schurz 
avenues) would be eliminated for two 
hours each week.

“A lot of people on this block work 
during the day so this might not ef-
fect them so much, but it’s a big deal 
for those who are home all day. We’ve 
never had to deal with alternate side 
parking, which could be diffi cult to get 
adjusted to.”

There are several dozen angled 
parking spots on the park side of Emer-
son Avenue between Miles and Schurz 
avenues.

Nearby Trump Golf Links at Ferry 
Point declined to comment on the new 
plan.

A portion of Miles Avenue, including the stretch between Robinson and Emerson avenues, 
may soon be affected by alternate side parking. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE SUN-THURS

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT: WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COMINQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.

ENJOY OUR FREE HALF TIME

Buffet

Call us for all your Big Game catering needs

We Now Have Parking In Our New Lot!  In The Service 
Station On The Corner Of Gerber and East Tremont

All You Can Eat $1895

Start Super Bowl Sunday 
off with our Sunday 

Brunch Buffet

 

BEER CRAZED MONDAYS-> 1-6pm
$1 OFF ANY BEER 

$2 SLIDERS (BEEF OR PORK, MINIMUM OF 3) 
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 

 

TEQUILA TUESDAYS -> 4-7pm 
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES 

$1 OFF NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS 
$6- GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS 

$5- QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili) 
 

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$4 GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

RED OR WHITE SANGRIA - $7 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$3 WELL DRINKS 

$5 MARTINIS 
$5 COSMOS 

$4 IMPORTED PINTS (GUINESS $5) 
$4 IMPORTED BOTTLES 

 $5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 
$5 NACHOS 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS-> 4-8pm 
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS 

$1 OFF ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS 
$3.00 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guinness $5) 

$3.50 DOMESTIC BOTTLES - $4.00 IMPORTED BOTTLES 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

The Wicked Wolf
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

The Wicked Wolf

SUPERBOWL SUNDAY
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NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The future is looking bright 

for an eco-friendly community 
clinic.

NYC solar installation pi-
oneer Quixotic Systems has 
designed an innovative solar 
system at the Longwood-based 
Urban Health Plan’s Simpson 
Pavilion destined to optimize 
the facility’s clean energy pro-
duction and save money for 
crucial community health-
care services. 

Constructed in 2014, the 
54,000 square foot state-of-the-
art LEED-certifi ed Gold addi-
tion houses adult medicine, 
walk-in, pediatrics, behav-
ioral health and OB/GYN de-
partments; a gym for patients 
and a teaching kitchen for nu-
trition education.

The Quixotic team designed 
and installed a four-story pho-
tovoltaic system façade on the 
1054 Simpson Street building’s 
southside.

Gerry Heimbuch, Quixotic 
Systems Inc. vice president, 
said it took three months to in-
stall the solar wall.

The high effi ciency array 
features 104 SunPower 327 
panels mounted on a custom 

UHP clinic installs high-powered ‘solar wall’
vertical rack.

What makes this system 
unique is that it performs best 
in the winter unlike most PV 
installations which typically 
generate more power during 
the summer.

Compared to conventional 
panels, SunPower solar pan-
els are more effective in low-
light conditions and utilize 
high-quality anti-refl ective 
glass which traps light from 
all angles.

“Adding this distinctive so-
lar system not only helps our 
environment, it saves money 
that we can put back into ser-
vices for our community,” said 
Paloma Izquierdo-Hernandez, 
UHP president.

“The UHP installation rep-
resents the kind of creative 
solar solutions that can be de-
signed for even the most ur-
ban environments,” expressed 
Heimbuch.

UHP’s company-wide goal 
is to reduce its fossil fuel reli-
ance while continuing its mis-
sion to improve communities’ 
health and people’s quality of 
life.

The solar installation will 
offset the center’s energy use 

by 10%, saving an estimated 
$230,000 over the next 25 
years.

The system is expected to 
generate 31,986 kilowatt-hours 
of clean energy in its fi rst year 
of operation.

It will avoid producing 24.8 
tons of carbon dioxide emis-
sions annually, the equivalent 
to 54,000 miles driven in an av-

erage passenger car. 
According to Solar Energy 

Industries Association, last 
year the number of residen-
tial solar installations in the 
fi ve boroughs surged to nearly 
6,000 from less than 200 fi ve 
years ago.

The solar industry has 
growth in NYC due to rising 
electricity prices, state and 

federal tax incentives and 
declining solar installation 
costs.

The Simpson Pavilion’s 
solar wall is only one of its 
many green building features 
which include sustainably 
sourced and recycled build-
ing materials; effi cient heat-
ing, cooling and lighting sys-
tems to reduce use of natural 
resources and reduce green-
house gas emissions and a 
‘green roof’ containing 2,000 
square feet of plants to mi-
grate heat and reduce storm 
water runoff.

Robin West, UHP director 
of communications, noted the 
Bronx has some of the nation’s 
highest asthma rates.

“Having such a building 
designed with the environ-
ment in mind makes sure that 
we not only provide for our 
residents’ health, but protect 
it, too,” she said.   

“We’re always support-
ive of any initiative such as 
UHP’s solar wall which shines 
new light on how to improve 
our community’s health and 
quality of life,” said Dr. Ian 
Amritt, Community Board 2 
chairman.

The four-story ‘solar wall’ at Urban Health Plan will optimize the facility’s 
clean energy production and save money for critical community health-
care services. Photo courtesy of Clean Power Marketing Group
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TAILGATE PARTY
AT THE CLIPPER

JOIN US FOR THE BIG GAME!!

SNACKS & CHIPS
HALFTIME SUPER BUFFET 

JERSEY RAFFLE
(PROCEEDS GO TO ST JUDES

& CALVARY HOSPITALS)

GAME DAY BEER SPECIALS!!
INCLUDING BUCKETS O’NIPS 

HAVING A PARTY AT HOME?
ORDER YOUR WINGS
FROM THE CLIPPER

8 FLAVORS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Enjoy A Candlelit Dinner At 
The Clipper For

We Will Be Serving Our
Valentines Menu 
from 4 til 10pm

Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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EARLY BIRD DINNER
Monday–Thursday

4PM–6PM

Soup or Salad,

 Entrée, Coffee & Dessert

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes choice of Mimosa, 

Bloody Mary or Glass Of Beer

Traditional Irish Breakfast

COMPLETE
LUNCH

MON. – FRI.

$7 BAR LUNCHES
Monday–Friday 12PM–4PM

$2 DOMESTIC
PINTS
Til 6PM

$1495
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http://bronx.news12.com/multimedia/video-bronx-residents-celebrate-
national-pizza-week-1.12947803

BRONX PIZZA WEEK

Bronx
Pizzeria

As Seen On

2 Large Pies
& 40 Wings

$75

40 Wings 
& Small Pie

$49.99

2 Large Pies 
& 2 Liter Soda

$36.99

2 Small Pies
 & 25 Wings
$49.99

FREE 
2 Liter Sodas With 

Any Order Over 

$39.99

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The confl ict between a 

group of shareholders and the 
elected executive board at Ja-
mie Towers have only gotten 
worse.

At one point the police had 
to be called in to calm an esca-
lating situation.

On Sunday, January 22, 
disgruntled shareholders de-
cided to gather after a meeting 
of the Jamie Towers Share-
holders Association.

They’re  meeting was called 
after the executive board re-
jected a proposal for an ad hoc 
shareholder’s committee. 

The committee would have 
allowed shareholders at the 
state-run Mitchell Lama coop-
erative to voice their displea-
sure and discuss ways to ad-
dress them.

According to dissident 
shareholder Kathie Jackson, 
the Sunday gathering was 
met with resistance when the 
group attempted to meet in the 
lobby at 4 p.m.

A maintenance fl oor mop-
ping prevented the impromtu 
meeting from being held at 
2070 Seward Avenue, one of 
the four-buildings comprising 

Angry shareholders unite at Jamie Towers
cooperative development.

When the meeting was 
moved to the laundry room 
the shareholders were booted 
out by a security guard.

Jackson said eventually 
the police were called and the 
responding offi cer attempted 
to mediate the situation by 
asking if the group could meet 
in a community room.

However, according to 
Jackson, the security guard 
said no and threatened to shut 
down the laundry room before 
its usual 9 p.m. closing time.

Shareholders have been 
complaining for several 
months of an increase in car-
rying charges and mainte-
nance fees at the coop despite 
ongoing issues such as incon-
sistent heat and a change in 
security guard hours.

Linda Milner, head of 
the JTSA, said her carrying 
charges and maintenance fees 
went up as much as $800 since 
the start of the decade. 

Milner’s monthly fees were  
$480 when she moved into Ja-
mie Towers in 1994. 

According to the NYSHCR, 
in 2016, air condition fees rose 
from $25 to $35 and parking 
fees rose from $50 to $75.

An NYSCHR spokesper-
son said the carrying charges 
went up by $12.71 per rental 
room at the start of this year.

NYSHCR had planned to 
increase the carrying charges 
by $14.57 but decreased the 
amount after receiving com-
plaints from shareholders. 

In addition, a November 
meeting between sharehold-
ers, the executive board, the 
NYS Department of Housing 

and Community Renewal and 
elected offi cials produced con-
cerns about an alleged misap-
propriation of funds.

Ssuspicious shareholders, 
who declined to be named, be-
lieve there could be as much 
as $2 million missing from the 
Jamie Towers operating bud-
get and called for an audit.

Executive board president 
Earl Washington, father of ac-
tress Kerry Washington, said, 

“There are no unaccounted 
for funds.”

“The budget and fi nan-
cial operations of Jamie Tow-
ers are overseen by the New 
York State Division of Homes 
and Community Renewal and 
annually an independent ac-
counting fi rm performs an 
audit of the corporation’s fi -
nances and issues audited fi -
nancial statements,” Wash-
ington added.

Milner said Washington 
and the board took several 
weeks to respond to her re-
quest for an ad hoc commit-
tee.

In addition, Milner and 
other residents emailed pic-
tures of violations they re-
ceived for illegal protests.

On Tuesday, January 24, 
Milner even sent out a letter to 
elected offi cials and NYSHCR 
outlining that day’s  events

Washington said he has en-
couraged all residents  wish-
ing to form a shareholder’s 
committee to attend the Feb-
ruary executive board meet-
ing.

“It is important that com-
mittees be benefi cial and help-
ful and not harmful to Jamie 
Towers,” he said.

633 Olmstead Aveneue building of Jamie Towers 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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In Loving Memory of

Michael Smilh
Happy 14th Anniversary In Heaven

Love, Mom, Janis, Kara & Frank
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Councilman Andy King held his 

fourth annual Black History Month 
celebration at Evander High School 
on Wednesday, February 1.

King partnered with the Bronx 
Youth Empowerment Program to 
host the event which served as a kick-
off for Black History Month.

The event featured words of wis-
dom from keynote speakers, a poem 
reading by children from the Bronx 
Youth Empowerment Program, mu-
sical selections from students at the 
High School of Contemporary Arts 
and the unveiling of an art piece en-
titled ‘Justice’.

WPIX reporter Jay Dow spoke to 
the students in attendance - many of 
whom were African American - in an 
effort to make sure they understand 
what it’s like to be a black person in 
America and to educate them on how 
they can change their communities.

“All of you were lucky enough to 
grow up watching the nation’s fi rst 
black president,” said Dow, “and you 
were all told that we are living in a 
post-racial America.”

Dow then asked the students if 
they believed they were living in a 
post-racial America.

“No”s could be heard spattered 
throughout the Evander library.

“People who are my age and older 
who are accustomed to reading news-
papers and watching newscasts,” 
Dow continued, “We are now looking 
back and hoping you guys with your 
smartphones will carry the torch. 
We are hoping you can help mend 
this country,” 

“I have one simple request,” he 

added. “Know your history that you 
can know where you’re headed.”

King encouraged the students to 
stay away from any types of discrim-
ination.

“When you move around the 
neighborhood, when you’re in the 
schools, don’t discriminate against 
anyone,” he said. “That means lead-
ing by example because some people 
may not understand this.”

King also said the celebration of 
black history shouldn’t be relegated 
to a month.

“Black History Month - even 
though it’s dedicated to 28 days in a 
year - our story goes far beyond the 
28 days of a calendar,” he said.

King told the students that even 
when they are not learning black 
history in school they should be 
educating themselves on their own 
time.

After King spoke, an artist named 
Tasha Douge unveiled a new piece 
called ‘Justice.’

The piece, which Douge kept in a 
sleeping bag before unveiling it, is an 
American fl ag made out of the hair of 
African American people.

Dogue, who is of Haitian descent, 
told the audience she was inspired by 
the recent political climate and Pres-
ident’s Trump’s campaign slogan 
‘Make America Great Again.’

She said she began to ask herself, 
“What makes America great?”

“So, I wanted to do something that 
was unapologetically black,” Douge 
said. “I didn’t want anyone to confuse 
that this history, this great nation, is 
only great because of the blood, sweat 
and tears of our ancestors.”

Andy King holds Black 
History Month kickoff 

Artist Tasha Douge (left) holds up her newest piece ‘Justice’ with the help of Bronx Youth 
Empowerment Program member Jhaniya Smith-Butler (right) 
 Photo Courtesy of Councilman Andy King
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BIG GAME CATERING!
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
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GET A JUMP START IN 2017 WITH OUR
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Bronx Zoo is about to pull back 

the curtain on what happens behind 
the scenes in a new television series 
that will debut on the cable channel 
Animal Planet later this month. 

The show, entitled simply enough 
‘The Zoo,’ will debut Saturday, Feb-
ruary 18 and focuses on several plot 
lines as the staff care for animals 
and take part in wildlife conserva-
tion efforts around the world. 

Among the stories already an-
nounced for the fi rst season include 
a silverback gorilla being treated 
for glaucoma; Malayan tiger kittens 
preparing for the Tiger Mountain ex-
hibit; two endangered birds paired 
to breed and zoo staffers working 
to save an orphan snow leopard cub 
from a remote region of Pakistan.

“The Zoo is an inspiring and eye-
opening fi rst ever look at the diverse 
animals residing at the Bronx Zoo and 
the passionate caretakers working at 
the zoo,” said Patrice Andrews, gen-
eral manager of Animal Planet, one of 
several channels owned by the Discov-
ery Network. “Our series gives amaz-
ing access for our viewers to get a fi rst-
hand look at the conservation efforts 
of the Wildlife Conservation Society.”

Jim Breheny, director of the Bronx 
Zoo and WCS executive vice presi-
dent of Zoos and Aquarium said the 

Bronx Zoo 
comes to life on 
Animal Planet

show will highlight how the Associa-
tion of Zoos and Aquariums provide 
excellent care to animals and work to 
sustain species for the future. 

The Bronx Zoo will be hosting a 
special screening of the show for the 
media on Thursday, February 16 at 
the Schiff Family Great Hall where 
zoo offi cials will talk about the pro-
duction in more detail. A preview 
video for the show can be view on the 
Discovery Network’s Facebook page.

“We are really happy to be sharing 
this series with the Animal Planet 
audience as the series emphasizes 
that today’s zoos must do more than 
exhibit animals - they must have a 
higher purpose and that purpose is 
conservation of species in the wild,” 
Breheny said.

 “We gave Animal Planet total ac-
cess so that viewers could see, feel 
and be part of what we do every day 
at the Bronx Zoo,” Added zoo curator 
Pat Thomas.

The show is being produced by 
Copper Pot Pictures and Left/Right 
Productions, the latter of which has 
produced several high-profi le shows 
for various cable networks includ-
ing VH1’s Mob Wives, ‘This Ameri-
can Life’ on Showtime and ‘Ride with 
Norman Reedus’ on AMC, a reality 
show featuring the popular star of 
‘The Walking Dead.’

A scene from the upcoming Animal Planet series ‘The Zoo’ features a gorilla being treated 
for glaucoma. The series premieres Saturday, February 18. Animal Planet
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

 Assemblyman Michael R. Bene-
detto, in conjunction with the Iona Col-
lege Accounting Department, is once 
again offering free income tax prepa-
ration for seniors 62 years of age or 
older who reside within the boundar-
ies of his district (Co-op City, Throggs 
Neck, Morris Park, Pelham Bay, and 
City Island). Tax documents can be 
dropped off at the Assemblyman’s of-
fi ce beginning on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 15 and is limited to seniors who 
meet the following criteria:

• Simple fi lings only
• Complete copies of 2016 federal 

and state returns must be included
• Name, social security number, 

and date of birth of all people claimed 
on the return as taxpayers and depen-
dents

• Adjusted gross income (AGI) for 
2016 must be under $50,000

• All necessary paper work must be 
included as a complete fi le and brought 
to the offi ce, otherwise it will be re-
turned 

• You must provide us with a tele-
phone or cellphone number at which 
you can be reached during normal 

business hours and on Saturdays
Let us know if there have been any 

changes in taxpayers or dependents 
from your 2016 return, such as birth or 
death of a taxpayer or dependent.

Seniors are encouraged to bring 
all their tax documents to Assembly-
man Benedetto’s offi ce at 3602 East 
Tremont Ave, Suite 201 or 177 Dreiser 
Loop, Room 12, anytime from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. (The 
tax preparer will collect documenta-
tion until Wednesday, March 22 and 
no more taxes will be done after that 
date. All participants will be contacted 
when the forms are completed.)

This free service is limited to the 
fi rst 250 constituent respondents, so 
please present your materials early.

All returns are prepared by stu-
dent volunteers from Iona College as a 
service to the community. All returns 
will indicate that they were prepared 
by a non-preparer. For more informa-
tion, please contact Assemblyman 
Benedetto’s offi ce at 

3602 E. Tremont Avenue, Suite 201, 
(718) 892-2235; and 177 Dreiser Loop, 
Room 12, (718)  320-2220.

Benedetto provides free 
tax prep for seniors

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Bronx parents with chil-

dren on the autism spectrum 
now have a learning center to 
bring their children thanks to 
a new Quality Services for the 
Autism Community school at 
3200 Jerome Avenue.

The school, which had its 
ribbon cutting on Thursday, 
January 26, already has about 
10 students registered and 
hopes to reach 92 students, ac-
cording to QSAC deputy execu-
tive director Lisa Veglia.

Prior to the opening, fami-
lies had to take their children 
across the Throgs Neck Bridge 
to get QSAC’s services.

“Many kids came to our 
Queens site from the Bronx be-
cause there weren’t enough ex-
isting programs in the Bronx,” 
said Veglia. “By opening the 
new QSAC School, we are help-
ing to meet the needs of fami-
lies affected by autism living 
in the Bronx.”

The school will serve 
grades K through 12 and ages 
fi ve to 21.

Veglia said discussions for a 
Bronx location began in 2008. 

However, due to the reces-
sion, the project was put on 

New autism school opens in Norwood

hold. 
The new school follows the 

principles of Applied Behavior 
Analysis, or ABA, which sup-
ports students in achieving 
greater independence and re-
alizing their full potential.

In addition QSAC makes 
sure each child gets the atten-
tion they need by implement-
ing an individual education 
plan, or IEP, for every student.

In addition, that IEP will 
dictate the class to instructor 
ratio for each student.

Veglia said classes will 
break up in ratios of six stu-

dents/one teacher/three teach-
er’s assistants, eight students/
one teacher/two teacher’s as-
sistants, or ten students/one 
teacher/two teacher’s assis-
tants.

The deputy executive di-
rector also stresses that even 
though the school is funded by 
the state and city department 
of educations, the school is not 
a public school and does not 
charge tuition.

Valerie Holt, a long life resi-
dent of the Bronx, was excited 
to have a place closer to home 
for her six-year old daughter 

McKenzie to attend school.
McKenzie had previously 

been attending QSAC’s loca-
tion in Queens.

Holt said she was pleased 
that the organization brought 
a couple of McKenzie’s teach-
ers over to the Bronx location 
to make sure she was comfort-
able.

“When McKenzie arrived at 
the school her speech teacher 
was there and the teacher from 
her old classroom,” said Holt. 
“So there’s familiarity and it 
wasn’t like a shock to her sys-
tem.”

She continued, “For kids on 
the spectrum change is not al-
ways a good thing.”

Holt also praised the school 
for the specifi c attention it pays 
to children.

She, like Veglia, noted the 
Bronx doesn’t have many op-
tions for children with autism.

“[Public schools] may have 
special ed or certain things but 
it’s not an autistic program,” 
said Holt. 

“She may be grouped up 
with a kid who is blind or a kid 
who is there for bad behavior,” 
Holt continued. “That’s not a 
program where she can learn 
and grow.”

Veglia said the school prides 
itself on its qualifi ed staff as 
many of them are special edu-
cators and behavior analysts. 

“The school provides stu-
dents with a person-centered 
approach to developing aca-
demic, socialization, commu-
nication, and life skills,” she 
said.

As QSAC fi lls spots in the 
school Veglia encourages par-
ents to reach out to her at (212) 
244-5560. 

For more information visit 
their website at qsac.com.

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. (front, 2nd from l) and QSAC board members and staff were excited to cut 
the ribbon for the new school on 3200 Jerome Avenue. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 3-9, 201732    BTR

The Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce and Ridgewood Savings Bank 
invite you to join them for a Valen-
tine networking event and party on 
Thursday, February 9, from 6 to 8 
p.m., at Residence Inn by Marriott, 
located at 1776 Eastchester Road, at 
the Atrium within the Hutchinson 
Metro Center complex.

The evening will include: A brief 
presentation by Ridgewood Sav-
ings Bank Business Relationship 
manager Vanessa Baijnauth, chair-
person of the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce’s Young Professionals 
Network; A Bollywood dance per-
formance by Bharati Kemraj, giv-
ing everyone a taste of Indian and 

Caribbean music; food and refresh-
ments; plus raffl es, a 50/50 and free 
give-aways. 

Bring business cards. Shake 
hands. Share ideas. Meet your busi-
ness peers. Walk away with poten-
tial new business and new business 
associates. 

The fi rst 25 women to arrive get 
a free rose.

Chamber members: $25 by Tues-
day, February 7, $35 after Tuesday, 
February 7; non-Chamber mem-
bers: $50 by Tuesday, February 7, 
$75 for after Tuesday, February 7; 
$100 at the door.

To RSVP call (718) 828-3900 or 
phil@bronxchamber.org.

Chamber’s Valentine networking 

Erika Mendelsohn, LMSW, director of 
NYC Health+Hospitals/Jacobi’s “Stand 
Up to Violence” (SUV) program, has 
been named an “Emerging Leader” by the 
National Association of Social Workers, 
New York City Chapter (NASW-NYC). As 
director, Mendelsohn oversees the pro-
gram, coordinates case management ser-
vices for program participants, and does 
bedside visits with victims of trauma.

 Mendelsohn has led the program 
since June 2014, successfully expanded 
SUV’s target area from two to three pre-
cincts, and played a critical role in reduc-
ing gun violence by 40 percent in those 
precincts.

The hospital’s SUV program is an ex-
ample of important programing aimed at 
addressing the needs of the community 
it serves. Based on the nationwide Cure 
Violence initiative, SUV targets areas 
prone to gun violence using credible mes-
sengers, men or women once involved in 
gangs or violent incidents. These mes-
sengers are charged with reaching high-
risk, young adults to encourage positive 
alternatives to violence, helping to guide 
them on a better life path. SUV is funded 
by New York State’s Division of Crimi-
nal Justice Services, operates within the 
Bronx 43rd, 47th and 49th precincts, and 
employs 10 outreach workers.

NASW-NYC recognizes exemplary so-
cial workers in New York City who stand 
out and are emerging as the leaders of to-
morrow. Since 2007, the Emerging Social 
Work Leader Award has been awarded to 
98 people who demonstrate outstanding 
social work leadership, early in their ca-
reers.

 Mendelsohn is a graduate of the Co-
lumbia School of Social Work and has 
spent her career advocating for social jus-
tice. Before arriving at SUV, she worked at 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Lincoln, within the 
City’s foster care system, and at a gender-
based violence clinic in Sierra Leone.

* * *
This spring, four Lehman students 

will set off for study abroad opportunities 
in Japan; South Korea; Shanghai, China; 
and Singapore, thanks to the Benjamin A. 
Gilman International Scholarship. Since 
2015, sixteen Lehman students have been 
awarded the competitive scholarship. 

Junior Melissa Ruiz is an English major, 
minoring in linguistics. For six years she’s 
been dreaming of going to Japan. Her love 
of all things Japanese started with anime 
and comic books. In high school, she 
taught herself rudimentary Japanese by 
stocking up on books and free magazines 
from the Kinokuniya bookstore in Manhat-
tan. This March, she’ll board a plane to Ja-
pan, where she will attend the Sugiyama 
Jogakuen University. She’s taking a total 
of six classes—all in Japanese.

Aspiring journalist Yara Palin is head-
ing to South Korea at the end of February. 
She will attend the Sungshin Women’s 
University in South Korea, where she will 
take classes in journalism and language.

Sociology major Cindy Vargas is a stu-
dent in the Lehman Scholars Program. 
She will be traveling to Shanghai, China, 
where she will attend Shanghai Univer-
sity. In addition to language classes, Var-
gas will be studying Chinese business 

practices. Last summer, Vargas earned a 
fellowship at the Public Policy and Interna-
tional Affairs Junior Summer Institute. The 
seven-week program, which was held at 
the Carnegie Mellon Institute in Pitts-
burgh, PA, introduced her to international 
policy and China’s rise as an international 
power.

Gilman scholars receive up to $5,000 
to apply toward their study abroad or in-
ternship program costs. The program of-
fers grants for U.S. citizen undergradu-
ate students of limited fi nancial means to 
pursue academic studies or credit-bear-
ing, career-oriented internships abroad. 
Over 850 American undergraduate stu-
dents from 359 colleges and universities 
across the U.S. were selected to receive 
the scholarships.

* * *
NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell J. 

Silver, FAICP joined Empire BlueCross 
BlueShield Medical director Dr. Craig 
Hersh, NYC Health, and dozens of com-
munity members on Friday, January 27 in 
a Silent Disco celebrating 75 new Shape 
Up NYC free fi tness classes being offered 
in. 

More than 250 classes will be offered 
at 200 sites across the city, including 
parks, recreation centers, hospitals, and 
libraries. The new classes include yoga, 
Soca and dance-hall, more bilingual Eng-
lish/Spanish classes – and Silent Disco, in 
which dancers don headphones.

“Getting fi t should be fun, free, and 
easy to do – and thanks to Shape Up, it 
is,” Commissioner Silver.  “However you 
like to dance, stretch, lift, kickbox, or step, 
there’s a Shape Up program for you, and 
near you. And with a special focus on 
neighborhoods served by the Community 
Parks Initiative, we’re bringing Shape Up 
to areas where it can have the most im-
pact.”

Shape Up NYC is led by NYC Parks in 
partnership Empire BlueCross BlueShield 
Foundation and NYC Service.  No mem-
bership or pre-registration is required 
to join, and classes range from yoga, to 
dance, to self-defense. The new classes 
are heavily targeted to areas identifi ed by 
the Community Parks Initiative as densely 
populated and growing neighborhoods 
with higher-than-average concentrations 
of poverty. CPI is NYC Parks’ fi rst major 
equity initiative and part of OneNYC, the 
mayor’s plan for a strong and just city, and 
the Building Healthy Communities initia-
tive.

All of the new classes will be led by 
volunteer instructors who successfully 
completed NYC Parks’ Fitness Instructor 
Training program, a comprehensive train-
the-trainer style program designed to train 
“regular New Yorkers” to become fi tness 
instructors in their communities. The pro-
gram consists of ten weeks of classroom 
training (topics include basic anatomy, ex-
ercise physiology, injury prevention, mu-
sic, cueing and choreography) followed 
by a six-month internship where partici-
pants get practical experience by leading 
one Shape Up NYC class per week in their 
community.

Class offerings are varied and include 
yoga, Zumba, pilates, kickboxing, cardio 
sculpt, conditioning and more. Classes 

are completely free, open to the public 
and no pre-registration is required.  For 
a complete schedule of classes visit: nyc.
gov/shapeup.

* * *
Upcoming City Island Library pro-

grams:
Mixed Aged Rock and Roll: A one-

of-a-kind music shin-dig for mixed ages. 
Great for siblings! Bradley True and trusty 
pal, Gus Guitar, will perform original tunes 
and classic renditions that will serve your 
kid’s developmental milestones and keep 
your repertoire at home fresh and exciting! 
Recommended for children of all ages. 
Monday, February 6, 11 a.m.

Lego League: Bring your imagination 
and join in for fun with LEGOS!  Blocks 
of various sizes will be provided. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Ages 5 
-11.  A limit of 10 children with their care-
givers. Every Thursday from 3 to 4 p.m.

Circle Time: Children from birth to 3 
years old and their caregivers can en-
joy stories, songs, and fi nger plays while 
spending time with other toddlers. Limit 
of 15 children with their caregivers. Every 
Tuesday from 11 to 11:45 a.m.

Read & Play: Children from birth to 3 
years old and caregivers can take part in 
wonderful stories, discover amazing toys, 
and meet new friends in this fun, informal 
program. Limit of 15 children with their 
caregivers. Every Friday from 11 to 11:30 
a.m.

It’s Bin Fun!: Toddlers and preschool-
ers can play and explore our various sen-
sory bins that will encourage curiosity 
through touch, sight, and sound! Parent 
and child participation required. Ages 2 - 
4 years old. Saturday, February 4 and 18 
between 10 a.m. and noon.

Craft-A-Way: Drop in and participate 
in creating projects related to a theme or 
holiday. Ages 2 - 5.  Friday February 10 at 
11:30 a.m.

After School Lounge: Come to the li-
brary after school for studying and a 
chance to unwind.  Monday through 
Thursday from 3 to 5 p.m.

On Fridays, at 3 p.m. a series of spe-

cial activities to celebrate the beginning 
of the weekend so check out this month’s 
events and come hang out with us!

February 3:   The Get Down: Library 
Rap; February 10 and 24:     Wii & Board 
Games; and February 17: Anti-Valentine’s 
Day Party.

Family Movie: Feature movie titles 
varying in length. 

Finding Dory: Wednesday, February 
22 at 3 p.m.

The City Island Scrabble Club: If you’re 
looking for some friendly competition, then 
join our Scrabble Club! Come in and fl ex 
your vocabulary muscles. You may even 
learn a thing or two while you’re making 
some new friends.  Note: Limited to 12 
participants, registration required. Call 
(718) 885-1703 or stop by the branch to 
reserve your spot! Thursday, February 9 
and 23 at 1 p.m.

City Island Book Club: Call the branch 
or stop in for more information. Monday, 
February 6 and 27 at 5 p.m. 

The Island Writers:  This is a group for 
all who are interested in writing profes-
sionally or personally. Every Tuesday at 
1 p.m.

Intro to Computers: Come to the library, 
ask questions about how to use comput-
ers and sharpen your skills through com-
puter use.  “How do I turn the computer 
on?” “How do I set up my own e-mail ac-
count and e-mail family and friends?” Ev-
ery Tuesday from 10 a.m. to noon.

Résumé Workshop: Designed to assist 
in creating a new or updated resume. Top-
ics include cover letters and resources for 
job opportunities. A fl ash drive is required. 
Every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon.

One-on-One: Computer Training: Stop 
by or call to make an appointment for one 
hour of instruction that focuses on your 
questions and interests. 

Saturday Afternoon Movies: at 1 p.m.: 
February 4, Sully; February 11: Southside 
With You; February 18: Magnifi cent Seven; 
and February 25: Jason Bourne.

Some programs require advance reg-
istration, which can be done in person, or 
by phone. All programs are free.

Emerging Leader award; Lehman students study abroad

• Shape Up NYC

• City Island Library Programs

• Bronx Chamber Holds Valentine Networking Event
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IS NOW PRESIDENTS DAY
GRAND OPENING

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3400 STORE LOCATIONS

QUEEN  
MATTRESS SETS

AS 
LOW 

AS

$17999

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
adjustable mattress sets.

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
mattress sets.

BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

***

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
mattress sets. 

Prices go up on 2/28/17.

BUY NOW & SAVE
$300UP 
TO

††*

SAVEUP 
TO

$500**

0%APR FOR

5Minimum purchase of 
$4,499 with your Mat-
tress Firm credit card. 
60 Equal Monthly  
Payments required. 

YEARS*

BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO$500
SAVEUP 

TO

STOREWIDE

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
mattress sets.**

*†
***

MF18 NYC CPI 2.3 DAILYNEWS_FRONT

0% APR: 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $3499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $2999, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $1999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 48, 36, or 24 equal monthly payments required. *Offer 
valid 1/30/17-2/5/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the 
number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was 
a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement 
for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 3-9, 201734    BTR

GIVE YOURSELF 
A RAISE 

Read, watch TV, relax and sleep in unlimited rest positions all with the touch of a button.

PRESIDENTS DAY
GRAND OPENING SALE

Prices reflect queen adjustable sets with applicable savings. Split kings shown. Some models in select stores only. Offer valid on select mattress set purchases.

0% APR FORUP 
TO5YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $4,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 Equal Monthly Payments required. 

$81
Per Month**†  
48 Months 
0% APR*

$3848 
Total to Pay

TEMPUR-Cloud® Supreme on a
TEMPUR-Ergo® Plus Adjustable Base

$80
Per Month**†  
60 Months 
0% APR*

$4773 
Total to Pay

TEMPUR-ContourTM Supreme HD 
on a TEMPUR-Ergo® Premier 

Adjustable Base

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$74
Per Month**†  
48 Months 
0% APR*

$3548 
Total to Pay

TEMPUR-ContourTM Supreme on a
TEMPUR-Ergo® Plus Adjustable Base

$76
Per Month**†  
60 Months 
0% APR*

$4548  
Total to Pay

TEMPUR-Cloud® Supreme HD on a
TEMPUR-Ergo® Plus Adjustable Base

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

TEM
on 

BONUS CASH

SAVEUP 
TO

On select Tempur-Pedic 
adjustable mattress sets.

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
mattress set purchases.

$300UP 
TO

***

$500**

On select Tempur-Pedic® 
mattress sets. 

Prices go up on 2/28/17.

BUY NOW & SAVE
$300UP 
TO

††*
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       is 
now

AMERICA’S #1 TEMPUR-PEDIC® RETAILER!

Prices reflect queen flat sets with applicable savings. Some models in select stores only. Offer valid on select mattress set purchases.

$80
Per Month**†  
60 Months 
0% APR*

$4799 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

TEMPUR-ContourTM 
Luxe Breeze

TEMPUR-Cloud® 
Luxe Breeze

$80
Per Month**†  
60 Months 
0% APR*

$4799 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

TEMPUR-Cloud® 
Supreme Breeze

$75
Per Month**†  
48 Months 
0% APR*

$3599 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

$75
Per Month**†  
48 Months 
0% APR*

$3599 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

TEMPUR-ContourTM 
Rhapsody Luxe

$88
Per Month**†  
36 Months 
0% APR*

$3149 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

TEMPUR-ContourTM 
Elite

$86
Per Month**†  
48 Months 
0% APR*

$4099 
Total to Pay

***
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

TEMPUR-ContourTM 
Elite Breeze

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

FREE
PILLOW***

FREE
MATTRESS

PROTECTOR***
FREE
MATTRESS
FRAME***

On select Tempur-Pedic® mattress set purchases. Good towards a free luxury pillow,  
free Premier mattress protector, or free mattress frame.

*******$300UP 
TO

BONUS 
CASH
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SAVE UP TO $500 STOREWIDE *†

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS, NOBODY!TM

WE GUARANTEE OUR LOWEST PRICE OR IT’S FREE!†

0% APR FORUP 
TO 5YEARS* Minimum purchase of $4,499 with 

your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 
Equal Monthly Payments required. 

OR NO CREDIT NEEDED!
See store for details.

is 
nowPRESIDENTS DAY GRAND OPENING SALE

EXCLUSIVELY AT EXCLUSIVELY AT 

***
BONUS CASH
$100UP 
TO

SAVE
UP TO

$300*†

0%
APR FOR
UP TO

5YEARS****
BONUS CASH
$300UP 

TO

*

T

SAVE
UP TO

$500*†
BB
$$$

*Minimum purchase of $4,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 60 Equal 
Monthly Payments required. 

FOUNDERS COLLECTION

**†All monthly payments are rounded up to the nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may affect 
the monthly payment. **Tempur-Pedic Savings Event: Offer valid 1/30/17-2/26/17 or while supplies last. Maximum savings of $500 requires purchase of a King/CA King Tempur-Pedic® Luxe level or TEMPUR-Breeze® mattress with a King/CA King TEMPUR-Ergo® Premier adjustable base. Save $300 on 
King/CA King Tempur-Pedic Luxe level or TEMPUR-Breeze mattresses. Save $200 on Tempur-Pedic Queen and Full Luxe level or TEMPUR-Breeze mattresses and on King/CA King Tempur-Pedic Elite level mattresses. Save $150 on Twin/ Twin XL Tempur-Pedic Luxe level or TEMPUR-Breeze mattresses and 
on Queen and Full Tempur-Pedic Elite level mattresses. Save $100 on Twin/Twin XL Tempur-Pedic Elite level mattresses and on King/CA King Tempur-Pedic Supreme level mattresses. Save $75 on Queen and Full Tempur-Pedic Supreme level mattresses. Save $50 on Twin/ Twin XL Tempur-Pedic Supreme 
level mattresses. Save $200 on King/CA King TEMPUR-Ergo Premier adjustable bases. Save $150 on Queen and Full TEMPUR-Ergo Premier adjustable bases. Save $100 on Twin/Twin XL TEMPUR-Ergo Premier adjustable bases. Save $100 on King/CA King TEMPUR-Ergo® Plus adjustable bases. Save $75 
on Queen and Full TEMPUR-Ergo Plus adjustable bases. Save $50 on Twin/Twin XL TEMPUR-Ergo Plus adjustable bases. Savings realized at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer, coupon or discounts. Excludes previous purchases. See store for availability and details. Copyright 2017 
Tempur-Pedic North America, LLC. All rights reserved. ††*Buy Now & Save: Buy now and save before prices go up on new Tempur-Pedic inventory. Offer valid 1/23/17-2/27/17 or while supplies last. Maximum savings of $300 requires purchase of a Tempur-Contour Supreme mattress set. Savings vary by 
mattress set and model. Not valid on previous purchases. See stores for complete details. 2017 Tempur-Pedic pricing starts 2/28/17. ***Mattress Firm Bonus Cash: Offer valid 1/30/17-2/5/17. Purchase a Tempur-Pedic® mattress set at $1299.99 and above and receive up to $300 in Bonus Cash. Bonus Cash 
good towards in-store credit for free accessories including a luxury pillow (up to a $109.99 value), Premier mattress protector (up to a $119.99 value) or mattress frame (up to an $89 value). Bonus Cash breakouts are as follows: Spend $1299.99-$1999.98 and get $100 in Bonus Cash, spend $1999.99-$2999.98 
and get $200 in Bonus Cash, or spend $2999.99 or more and get $300 in Bonus Cash. LuxLiving Black Ice and Hyperchill pillows and DreamFit sheets excluded from Bonus Cash offer. Not valid towards mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Has no cash 
value, see store for details. *†*If you are not satisfied with your new mattress, you may exchange or return the mattress with a small processing fee. See store for details. †On available products in local delivery areas. Must be purchased before delivery cut off time. Not available for online purchases. ††Our 
Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you find the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. See store for details. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Tempur-Pedic®, Optimum™, Stearns & Foster, 
Sealy Posturepedic Hybrid, Beautyrest Black® Hybrid (Plus), Serta SmartREACT Elite, clearance merchandise, floor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued merchandise. Merchandise offered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are 
excluded. See store for details. *†Advertised dollar savings range from $50-$500. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not reflect actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in 
our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise noted, offers valid 
1/30/17-2/5/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. MF18 NYC CPI 2.3 DAILYNEWS_BACK

JUST BECAUSE YOU CAN KEEP 
YOUR MATTRESS FOREVER, 

DOESN’T MEAN YOU SHOULD.
After 8 years your body changes and 
so does your mattress. So check your 

tag and if your mattress is over 8, 
it’s time to replace at

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3400 STORE LOCATIONS
VISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

Read our reviews at mattressfirm.com/reviews

Sleep Happy on your 
new mattress or your 
money back!™*†*

We guarantee to beat 
competitors’ advertised 
price by 10% or your 
mattress is free.††

Guaranteed 
on time 
delivery!†

Our professional 
sleep experts will 
help you find the 
right mattress.

Why  is America's Preferred Choice for Better Sleep.
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

Culture/Context, a new talk program on Bronx-
Net, is giving viewers an in-depth look at the inner 
workings of the artistic process. Hosted by Leronn 
Brooks, associate professor of African-American 
Studies at Lehman College, the program features 
artists discussing their artworks and how they re-
late to our culture and community.

“Culture/Context documents artists of color do-
ing important cultural work in New York. The pro-
gram is an important resource for artists, students, 
historians and the general public. BronxNet’s pro-
duction courses were absolutely essential to the 
show’s creation. BronxNet empowers its students 
and supports their vision. Most importantly, it give 
s local communities a voice to speak about their 
worlds, their interests, and their futures,” said Pro-
fessor Brooks.

Professor Brooks independently produced two 
seasons of Culture/Context for the web and one of 
those seasons will launch the program’s BronxNet 
debut. BronxNet will partner with Professor Brooks 
to produce subsequent episodes.  The lineup includes 
an discussions with Ethiopian-born painter Julie 
Mehretu and with visual artist Mickalene Thomas, 
best known for her elaborate paintings composed of 
rhinestones, acrylic and enamel.

BronxNet is the independent not-for-profi t orga-
nization serving the people of the Bronx through 
the provision of media production training, access 
to technology, and cable television channels. Bronx-
Net programs six channels - 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 and 38 
on the Verizon FiOS system and six channels - 67, 
68, 69, 70, 951 and 952 - on the Optimum system in 
the Bronx

Artists discuss their 
work on BronxNet

To help its customers achieve healthier lifestyles, 
Stop & Shop, 691 Co-op City Boulevard, is offering 
free health screenings at select in-store pharmacies 
on Saturday, February 18, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Customers can receive free blood pressure, glu-
cose and cholesterol screenings. In addition, Stop 
& Shop pharmacists can help determine if you are 
missing any recommended adult vaccinations.  No 
appointment is necessary for the free health screen-
ings, which are generously supported by Honey Nut 
Cheerios and Vicks.

Free health screenings

Saint Francis Xavier School presents Wild West 
Card Party to benefi t the school.  

The card party will be held on Thursday, March 
16, at 7 p.m. at Maestro’s, located at 1703 Bronxdale 
Avenue.  

The cost is $55 per person, which includes full 
dinner, dessert, and an open bar. 

 Tables seat 10 to 12 people.
Deadline to register and pay is Friday, Febru-

ary 24.  Remit check or money order payable to: SFX 
HSA and mail to St. Francis Xavier Card Party, 1711 
Haight Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461.  

 Include a list of guest names, payment, and con-
tact information (name, address, phone, email). 

For further information call St. Francis Xavier 
School.

St. Francis Xavier 
School Wild West Card 

Party March 16th
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S
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2861 BRUCKNER BLVLL D.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARRE
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Bronxites toasted outgoing NYC Department of Transportation borough commissioner Constance Moran at her retirement party. The celebration was held on Thursday, 
January 26 at Eastwood Manor in recognition of Moran’s ten years of serving as the Bronx’s borough commissioner and three years as Queens borough commissioner. 
Moran previously served as the Bronx’s borough commissioner from 2001 to 2003 until her reappointment in 2006.

DOT Commissioner Moran’s Retirement Party

Outgoing NYC DOT borough commissioner Constance Moran (c) graciously ac-
cepted a citation from Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce presented to 
her by Marisol Halpern (l) and Tracy McDermott. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The outgoing borough commissioner was given her own ceremonial street sign. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Constance Moran and her husband, Tom, had a 
great time celebrating at Eastwood Manor. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

NYC DOT chief operations offi cer Margaret Forgione held ‘a book commissioner Constance Moran should 
have written’. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Councilman Andrew Cohen thanked Moran for 
her decade of service to our borough. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj wished Moran well 
at her retirement party. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto congratu-
lated Moran on her many years of service as 
the borough’s NYC DOT commissioner. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Cut your electric bill 
by 50% or more
by going solar!
Financing available 
with zero money down

Contact us today to learn more.
NYC Solar Installers Serving All Five Boroughs since 2009

voltaicsolaire.com

Bronx Chamber of Commerce highlights

NUNZIO DEL GRECO

School nurses are there to han-
dle every bump, fever, sore throat 
and upset stomach. They are the 
caregivers that look after children 
during the day, which is why Chil-
dren’s Advil®, Children’s Robitus-
sin® and Children’s Dimetapp® 
have launched a nationwide contest 
to fi nd America’s Greatest School 
Nurse. The contest is running now 
through Friday, May 5. 

Phase 1: Nominations are being 
accepted nationwide now through 
Thursday, February 23, from any-
one who would like to honor an ex-

School nurse contest
emplary school nurse.

Phase 2: One nurse from each of 
the 50 states and Washington D.C. 
will be named a fi nalist and will 
win $500. From March 27 to April 
16, consumers will vote for one of 
the fi nalists to win a grand prize.

Phase 3: On May 5, one nurse 
will be named “America’s Greatest 
School Nurse” and will win an ulti-
mate summer vacation.

 For further information, rules 
and the nomination form can be 
found at www.AmericasGreatest-
SchoolNurse.com.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
With the dramatic change in the 

White House, the time is ripe to dis-
cuss an overarching issue: should the 
federal government’s vast role in ar-
eas which the Constitution primar-
ily leaves to the states be sharply re-
duced?

There can be little doubt that the 
founding fathers both worried about 
federal activities beyond those speci-
fi ed in the Constitution and took par-
ticular and very specifi c steps to pre-
vent them from occurring. The Tenth 
Amendment to the Constitution is 
quite clear and specifi c:

“The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are re-
served to the States respectively, or to 
the people.”

The effects on governance and 
individual freedom in America of 
Washington’s growing dominance of 
domestic program spending has not 
been beneficial. Josh Eboch, writing 
for the Tenth Amendment Center  
explains that State obsequiousness 
to central authority in exchange 
for federal tax dollars has resulted 

in significant loss of 
individual freedom 
over the years.

Leaving aside the 
vital issue of Consti-
tutionality, did Wash-
ington’s intervention 
in matters legally left to the states 
produce positive results? David Muhl-
hausen, Ph.D, writing for the Heri-
tage Foundation,, found that the an-
swer was no.

“Missing almost completely from 
debates over federal funding levels 
is any discussion of whether the pro-
grams being bankrolled actually 
achieve their stated goals… The fed-
eral government has spent decades 
trying to improve the earnings of low-
income individuals through various 
employment and training programs, 
but the Government Accountabil-
ity Offi ce has concluded that there 
is little evidence indicating that any 
of them actually work. It’s been es-
timated that only about one percent 
of federal non-defense discretionary 
spending is backed by any evidence 
of effectiveness. Clearly, very few fed-
eral programs have been evaluated to 

determine how well 
they’re working—or 
if they’re working at 
all.”

The American peo-
ple have noticed the 
negative results.

The CATO Institutes’  Roger Pi-
lon, testifying  before the House of 
Representatives’ Subcommittee on 
Human Resources and Intergovern-
mental Relations, Committee on the 
Government Reform and Oversight 
in 1995 stated: “The people and the 
states no longer trust Washington 
not simply because Washington has 
been doing a less than satisfactory 
job but, more deeply, because Wash-
ington has assumed a vast array of 
regulatory and redistributive pow-
ers that were never its to assume—
not, that is, if we take the Constitu-
tion seriously. Thus, the question 
the people and the states are increas-
ingly putting to Washington is sim-
ply this: ‘By what authority do you 
rule us as you do?’”

A 2012 Pew Research Center poll  
reported that “Just a third of Ameri-

cans have a favorable opinion of the 
federal government, the lowest posi-
tive rating in 15 years.”

A 2016 Gallup poll  confi rmed that 
fi nding. “A majority of Americans 
(55%) favor the theory of government 
that concentrates power in state gov-
ernments, outnumbering the 37% 
who favor power concentrated in the 
federal government. The latest update 
of this question — asked only twice 
before, in 1936 and 1981 — is from a 
June 14-23 Gallup poll…”

The issue is primed to rise in prom-
inence. The Dallas Morning News  re-
ported last January that Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott is leading a call for a con-
vention to “wrest power from a fed-
eral government ‘run amok,’ noting 
that “If we are going to fi ght for, pro-
tect and hand on to the next genera-
tion, the freedom that [President] Rea-
gan spoke of … then we have to take 
the lead to restore the rule of law in 
America.”

Contact COMACTA at nycommu-
nityaction@gmail.com; tune into our 
radio broadcasts at amfm247.com, and 
visit our website at comactainc.com.

BY NUNZIO DE GRECO
Rebranding

In my quest of rebranding 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce, the theme of the an-
nual gala will be consistent 
going forward and is now ti-
tled: Bronx Business Awards 
2017 Gala Celebration. For 
future events, only the year 
will change annually. Mem-
bers and friends of the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce were 
encouraged to nominate com-
panies to be honored at the 
gala for the fi rst time. The 
response was overwhelming. 
Multiple nominations were 
received for each award cat-
egory. The events committee 
had a diffi cult time select-
ing only 1 candidate for each 

award category. I think it’s a 
wonderful problem to have 
created and it is an excellent 
source of award recipients for 
our many other events such 
as the Heritage Luncheons.

I am very pleased to an-
nounce that the Events Com-
mittee of the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce has unanimously 
selected the honorees for the 
gala celebration. The business 
awards gala is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 9 at the el-
egant Marina del Rey Cater-
ers. The distinguished hon-
orees are: John Catsimatidis, 
Red Apple Group, Developer of 
the Year Award;  Ensign En-
gineering, MWBE Company 
of the Year; Woodlawn Cem-
etery, Non-profi t of the Year; 

Montefi ore Health System, 
Health Provider of the Year; 
and  Metro Optics, Made in the 
Bronx Award.

Bronx Business Awards 
2017 Gala sponsorship and 
journal advertising avail-
able.

Excitement for this fabu-
lous event continues to grow 
each day. There are limited 
number of exclusive Sponsor-
ship Opportunities available. 
Members and businesses can 
take advantage of advertising 
in the Bronx Business Awards 
journal to promote their ser-
vices and or salute the distin-
guished 2017 honorees. 

For more information on 
advertising in the journal 
or reservations to attend the 
2017 celebration contact Phil 
Cardone at (718) 828-3900 or 
email: Events@BronxCham-
ber.org. 

I am proud to be leading 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce and actively partici-
pating in the renaissance tak-
ing place in the Bronx. The 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
is one of the most infl uential, 
professional and successful 
organizations and voice for 
businesses in Bronx County. 
Professionals and companies 
are drawn to the successful 
companies and active mem-
bers affi liated with the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce. Mem-
bership includes businesses 
ranging from large corpora-
tions, cultural institutions, 
universities and colleges, hos-
pitals and medical centers, 
non-profi ts, and mid-sized to 
small companies. 

Action

Association
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After learning that the 
Department of Education 
had denied Riverdale Nurs-
ery School’s  application for 
a Universal Pre-K Program, 
elected offi cials got to work.

 According to its director, 
Susan Smelin, the Riverdale 
Nursery School and Fam-
ily Center is one of the few 
area schools that was estab-
lished specifi cally as an inte-

Elected offi cials secure Universal Pre-K
grated, inclusive mainstream 
nursery school that could of-
fer quality education to both 
typically developing children 
and children with special 
needs. While other schools of-
fer services to children with 
special needs, none can claim 
to be as inclusive, creating an 
environment where children 
with special needs work in a 
learning environment along-

side their typically develop-
ing peers.

 Having been denied a 
DOE grant for UPK, the Riv-
erdale Nursery School and 
Family Center was in danger 
of losing students to nearby 
schools that were granted 
UPK as a result of economic 
constraints on parents, and 
Riverdale was in danger of 
losing one of its most lauded  

and well established Pre-
School programs.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-
nowitz, Senator Jeff Klein, 
and Councilman Andrew 
Cohen successfully peti-
tioned the DOE to reverse 
their original decision ar-
guing for Riverdale Nurs-
ery’s preeminence as a 
school that prioritized inte-
grated and inclusive learn-

ing for all, and its value to 
the community as one of the 
only schools that offered 
such a learning environ-
ment in that regard, not to 
mention its fantastic record 
and widespread  popularity 
among parents.

 Now, with UPK, Riverdale 
Nursery School can continue 
to offer quality education to 
children.

Temple Hatikva February dates announced
 Temple Hatikva will hold 

its next Shabbat evening ser-
vice on Friday, February 10, at 
7:30 p.m.  Temple Hatikva is lo-
cated at Bronx House, 990 Pel-
ham Parkway South.

“Five years ago our late 
Rabbi Harry declared Febru-
ary ‘the month of love,’ said 
Temple Hatikva’s Cantor Kyle 
Cherry.  “Last year we revived 
this concept and had a lot of 

fun, even having our choir 
adapt our closing song to a pop-
ular Turtles tune.  This year 
we’ll keep this tradition and 
celebrate love and together-
ness again, and while the world 
grows cold, we can share our 
warmth with one another.”

All Friday evening ser-
vices at Temple Hatikva be-
gin at 7:30 p.m.  Every service 
is followed by an Oneg Shab-

bat, an opportunity to unwind 
from the fast pace of your work 
week and commence the Shab-
bat with some challah, wine 
and other light refreshments, 
while relaxing with your area 
neighbors.

Temple Hatikva welcomes 
all those of the Jewish faith 
for our traditional, yet mod-
ern services, offering a mean-
ingful experience to all, even 

those with no synagogue back-
ground.

The synagogue’s monthly 
adult education sessions will 
continue on Sunday, Febru-
ary 14, starting with our usual 
bagel breakfast at 10 a.m.  The 
session will continue our ex-
amination of the origins and 
tenets of different sects of Ju-
daism.  Monthly adult educa-
tion breakfasts are sponsored 

by Shalom Funeral Home in 
the Bronx.

Shabbat services and Adult 
Education sessions will re-
sume next month on Friday 
evening, March 10, and on 
Sunday morning, March 12.  

For further information, 
the synagogue can be reached 
by email at TempleHatikva@
aol.com, or on the web at www.
TempleHatikva.com.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Thank you to those that 

have promptly sent in their 
membership dues.  Many of 
you have sent in extra dues.  
We send a special thank you 
as this helps us to keep our 
dues low so that everyone 
can afford to join us.  As I al-
ways say, when we all work 
together and do what we can, 
everything just works bet-

ter.
If you have not sent in 

your dues yet, please do so 
today.  You can send a check 
for $10 to 1145 Hobart Avenue, 
Bronx NY 10461.  This will 
be your dues for 2017.  Mem-
bership dues always cov-
ers you from January until 
December.  If you have new 
neighbors or neighbors that 
are not yet members, please 

invite them to join us.
We are now in the process 

of securing guest speakers 
for our spring meetings.  If 

you have a suggestion as to 
who you would like us to in-
vite to address our group, 
please send your suggestion 
in with your dues.

Black Raspberries

And you thought that 
they were just to put on your 
cereal.  Well, recently re-
searchers have discovered 
that black raspberries are a 
super anti-cancer food.

     It seems as though black 
raspberries are poised to be-
come the newest therapeutic 
star.  Research into its anti-
cancer benefits show that 
many natural substances in 
this little fruit team together 
to fight tumors.  

Researchers at Ohio State 
University have conducted 
research that shows that 
black raspberries protect 
against cervical cancer as 
well as other cancers, like 
prostrate and colon cancer.  

The interesting thing is 
that they could not pull out 
one substance in the fruit 
that is responsible for this.  
Instead, they believe that it 
is the complex mixture of 
plant chemicals that provide 
the magic.  So, eating the 
whole fruit is more benefi-
cial than a single compound 
extracted from it.

The Ohio University sci-
entists found that black rasp-
berries slowed or stopped 
the growth of all cancer cell 
lines they examined.  One of 
the main ways it interfered 

with tumor formation was 
by inducing apoptosis- caus-
ing the cancer cells to self-
destruct.  

If you are looking for 
black raspberries in your lo-
cal supermarket, please do 
not confuse them with black-
berries.  

They may look similar 
but they are not the same.  
These items are clearly la-
beled so make sure you are 
buying the correct fruit.  

Usually, you will see red 
raspberries not black rasp-
berries, which are much 
harder to find.  Remember, 
the benefit comes from only 
the black raspberries.

Not to worry, if you have 
a sunny backyard you grow 
them easily.  In fact, they 
may take over your yard.  
Oh, make sure you pick them 
as soon as they are ripe.  
Otherwise, birds, who love 
them, will swoop in and get 
them first.

Thank You

I guess we have a lot of 
animal lovers in our great 
community because so many 
of you have responded to the 
loss of my sweet cat, Maxie.  
You shared your pet stories 
which helped to heal my bro-
ken heart.  They made me 
smile.  

They made me laugh and 
they made me cry.  I loved 
them all and I am touched 
that you would take the time 
to share them with me. 

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
George Fox, Methodist 

minister; Alexander Goode, 
Reform rabbi; Clark Polling, 
Baptist minister; and John 
Washington, Catholic priest 
are the Four Chaplains being 
memorialized on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 5, at 11 a.m. at St. Bene-
dict’s Church. 

This event is being hosted 
by the Koroney American Le-
gion Post. These men were 
aboard the USS Dorchester a 
private ship that was re-fi tted 
as a naval vessel and used as a 
troop transport. This ship was 
torpedoed by a German U-boat 
while en-route to Greenland. 
This happened at 12:55 a.m. on 
February 3, 1943. 

Many passengers were 
asleep below deck, the power 
went out and panic set in. Many 
did not have life jackets on as 
was ordered due to  the heat 
and discomfort while sleep-
ing. The chaplains controlled 
the abandoning of ship as well 

as they could and gave up their 
life jackets to troops having 
none. The ship went down rap-
idly taking the chaplains with 
it as they prayed for the safety 
of those in the water. More on 
Wikipedia on this subject.

Marines, pay attention to 
the following: The snail paced 
VA has fi nally agreed to pay 
out billions of dollars to those 
Marines and dependents af-
fected by the contamination of 
drinking water at Camp Leje-
une, NC. Surviving spouses 
are also eligible. The people 
eligible are those that were 
stationed at Lejeune between 
August 1, 1953 and December 
31 1987. Eight diseases are cov-
ered, adult anemia, aplastic 
anemia, bladder cancer, kid-

ney cancer, multiple myeloma, 
non-hodgkins lymohoma and 
Parkinson’s disease. Contact 
the VA and submit applications 
for action. Wow! Look what you 
can learn hanging out with this 
Pulitzer Prize worthy column.

Mental health care is avail-
able at the NYU Langone Medi-
cal Center in NYC. This covers 
all vets regardless of discharge 
status. Services are provided at 
home via computer, laptop or 
tablet with web cam, mike and 
speakers. Contact Dr. Noulas at 
(646) 754-7258 for further info. 
Thanks to Sandy Rolon for this 
item.

I watched ‘Hacksaw Ridge’ 
last week, a movie about Des-
mond Doss, a member of the 
307th 77th Infantry Division 
during WW II, He was a CO 
Medic who won the Medal Of 
Honor for Valor while in the 
islands. This was of interest 
to me because I’m a former 
77th member. This fl ick is well 
worth watching.

     God bless the vets.
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From Friday, January 20 to Sunday, January 22, the Bronx County American 
Legion visited Albany for its mid-winter conference The Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion William Clancy III was named the leading candidate for detach-
ment commander for the Department of NY 2017-18. Bronx County also 
presented a check to incoming department commander Rena Nessler.

BRONX AMERICAN LEGION 
ATTENDS CONFERENCE

Bronx County American Legion commander Tony Salimbene presented a 
check to department commander Rena Nessler. 
 Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

Birthday girl Julia Rodriguez was delighted to receive fl owers and a larger-than-life birthday cake commemo-
rating her remarkable milestone. Photo by Laura Stone

Local elected offi cials and community members wished 87th Female District Leader Julia Rodriguez well dur-
ing her 90th birthday celebration on Saturday, January 28 at Holy Family Church’s Mechler Hall. The longtime 
district leader received praise and proclamations from Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie; Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr. and Senator Jeff Klein. 

DISTRICT LEADER RODRIGUEZ CELEBRATES 90TH

The Bronx’s very own E’lyse Murray received a Presidential Achievement Award, letter and a seal from the President Barack Obama in recognition of volunteering over 4,000 hours toward 
the community. The Edenwald Houses resident and E’lyse Group 7 Entertainment Agency owner became proactive with the Bronx Lupus Foundation after being diagnosed with the chronic, 
autoimmune disease. Murray travels around the nation as ‘E’lyse Murray Speak’ educating, defending and walking for Lupus awareness. She also serves on the Pantry Projects board in 
conjunction with Minnie’s Food Pantry and as community outreach for ‘Spirit of Sisterhood’. Murray took on the project to help provide lunch or dinner in restaurants for NYC Omega Black 
College Tour students while visiting historical black colleges in the south.

EDENWALD HOUSES RESIDENT RECEIVES PRESIDENTIAL AWARD

E’lyse Murray’s framed Presidential Achievement Award and seal from former president 
Obama. Photo courtesy of Betty Murray

E’lyse Murray proudly displayed her framed Presidential Achievement Award. 
 Photo courtesy of Betty Murray
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Council members Annabel Palma (back, 3rd 
from l) and Andy King (back, 4th from l) and 
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs com-
missioner Tom Finkelpearl (back, c) visited 
a table discussing equity, access and inclu-
sion. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

CreateNYC hosted its fi nal Bronx borough-wide 
workshop on cultural planning on Wednesday, 
January 25 inside the Bronx Zoo’s Schiff Fam-
ily Great Hall. Bronxites contributed to creat-
ing NYC’s fi rst-ever comprehensive cultural 
plan by examining the borough’s unique cul-
tural assets relating to specifi c places, con-
cerns, opportunities and issues.

CREATENYC
HOSTS CULTURAL 

PLANNING WORKSHOP

(l-r) Mothers and members of the OLA Drama 
Club Tina Di Marco, Dana Zillitto, Olimpia and 
Olivia Iodice, Jenna Zillitto, Grabriella and 
Patty Imperia and Lilly Rivera offered used 
books for bibliophiles to purchase. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Our Lady of the Assumption School’s Drama 
Club hosted its Used Book Sale on Saturday, 
January 28 in the school’s cafeteria. All pro-
ceeds raised will benefi t the OLA Drama Club 
and its production of ‘Grease, Jr.’ set for Fri-
day, May 19 and Saturday, May 20. 

OLA DRAMA CLUB 
HOSTS BOOK SALE

P.S. 205 swore in its new student council at its Oath of Offi ce Ceremony on Wednesday, January 25 with Lee Holzman, retired surrogate for Bronx County, administering the oath. The cer-
emony also featured former student council president Maria Rivera and District 10 superintendent Maribel Hulla as guest speakers. The event concluded with a musical tribute by the Senior 
Glee Club under the leadership of Carole Sylvan, Young Audience teaching artist. 

P.S. 205 HOSTS OATH OF OFFICE SWEARING IN CEREMONY

Carole Sylvan (front, c), Young Audience teaching artist, with members of the Glee Club. Photo by Myrlene Michel

Maria Rivera (l), a P.S. 205 alumna and Class of 2005 student council 
president, congratulated new student council president Mikayla Ri-
vera on her success. Photo by Myrlene Michel
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Tony-nominated Broadway choreographer Randy Skinner (back, 4th from l) taught the Pres-
ton Players a fun dance routine. Photo courtesy of Preston High School

Cast members of the Preston High School spring musical ‘The Addams Family’ met at Nola 
Studios in Manhattan on Saturday, January 21 to learn a dance routine from four-time Tony-
nominated Broadway choreographer Randy Skinner. Show dates for Preston High School’s 
‘The Addams Family: the Musical’ will be Thursday, March 30 to Saturday, April 1 at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday, April 2 at 2 p.m. in the gymnasium. Tickets are available at the door and in 
advance by contacting Cristina Fragale at (718) 863-9134 ext. 132.

PRESTON PLAYERS MEET
TONY-NOMINATED CHOREOGRAPHER

Sarah Louise Fisher (front, 2nd from l) celebrated her remarkable milestone with her family.
 Photo courtesy of Regeis Care Center

Regeis Care Center resident Sarah Louise Fisher celebrated her 105th birthday on Tuesday, 
January 24 at the 3200 Baychester Avenue facility. Louise Fisher was the fi fth of ten chil-
dren born in 1912 in Lowndesboro, AL and attended elementary school with Rosa Parks. She 
moved to New York in 1941 working various jobs until becoming an assistant case worker for 
the Community Service Society of New York until she retired.

REGIS CARE CENTER RESIDENT’S 105TH

(l-r) TNBA board members Chris Dalton, Karin 
O’Connor, Sheila Haney and Matthew O’Brien 
had a great time at the dinner dance. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

A great time was had by all who attended 
the Throggs Neck Benevolent Association’s 
annual dinner dance on Saturday, January 
28 at Marina del Rey Caterers. Party goers 
enjoyed catching up with old friends and 
meeting other TNBA members throughout 
the fun-fi lled evening.

TNBA SERVES 
DINNER DANCE

(l-r) TNMA’s new executive board members 
are (l-r) Ed Angelino, new member coordina-
tor; John Marano, resident advisor; Richard 
Rosario, vice president; Bobby Jean, presi-
dent; John Cerini, founder; Patrick Caruso, 
government liaison; Hussein Nouri, technol-
ogy director and Angela Molinini, secretary, 
were sworn in by Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto. Photo courtesy of John Marano

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto swore in 
the Throggs Neck Merchants Association’s 
new executive board on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 25 at the Villa Barone Manor.

THROGGS NECK 
MERCHANTS SWEAR

 IN BOARD
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House. Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425
3 bedroom/2 bath.  Throggs Neck-Pelham Bay. Laundry in building $2150.

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99

Khakis
and

Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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JUMBO PARTY WINGS
COOKED ST. LOUIS RIBS (36.8 oz.)   BUY 1 GET 1 FREE
ITALIAN CHICKEN SAUSAGE              BUY 1 GET 1 FREE
HOMEMADE ITALIAN SAUSAGE (5LB. PACK)
WHOLE CHICKENS (3 LB. AVG)             3 FOR 
ITALIAN STYLE CHICKEN CUTLETS (4.5 NET)
RIB STEAKS (BONE IN)

EXTRA JUMBO SHRIMP (ON ICE)
TILAPIA FILLET (3-5 OZ.)
BABY LOBSTER TAILS (1 OZ. AVG)
BRAZILIAN 4 oz. LOBSTER TAILS
JUMBO SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS

ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT
YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

 COME IN AND 
HAVE A FREE CUP 

OF COFFEE

www.giordanosbigg.com

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BUTCHER HERE 7 DAYS A WEEK

$359 lb.

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

$299 lb.

$15 00 lb.

$20 00

$9 99 lb.

$9 99 lb.

$3 99 lb.

$199 EACH

$799 EACH

$1299 lb.

HORMEL HAM  (LOWER SALT)

RARE ROAST BEEF
BOAR’S HEAD HAM
BOAR’S HEAD TURKEY
AMERICAN CHEESE
DOMESTIC SWISS
MOZZERELLA CHEESE
MUENSTER CHEESE
DOMESTIC PROVOLONE

NO TIME TO 
SHOP? LET US DO 

IT FOR YOU

SHOP
AT

HOME
YOUR WAREHOUSE 

THAT DELIVERS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
HAVE YOUR MEAT CUT 

YOUR WAY
SAME DAY SERVICE

1 lb. HORMEL HAM
1 lb. OVEN ROASTED TURKEY
1 lb. GENOA SALAMI
1 lb. AMERICAN OR SWISS CHEESE

$1999 
ALL FOR

FREE JAR OF 
GORMET SLICED 
PICKLES WITH ANY 
COLD CUT PLAN

$4 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

$5 99 lb.

$5 99 lb.

WE DELIVER

• Do You Remember - Andrew Freedman House....51

• Bronx Community Upcoming Exhibits.....................55

• NY Phiharmonic At Bronx Arts Enxemble...............55

Lehman Center celebrates Valentine’s Day
Lehman Center for the Per-

forming Arts celebrates Valen-
tine’s Day with Amor En Salsa, 
a special concert of the best ro-
mantic Salsa interpreters fea-
turing Tito Rojas (“Sensual”), 
Maelo Ruiz (El cantante del 
amor), Nino Segarra (“Enam-
orado”) and Giro Lopez (Amor 
Lunático) on Saturday, Febru-
ary 11, at 8 p.m. This concert 
is produced by Lehman Cen-
ter and José Raposo.

Lehman Center for the Per-
forming Arts is on the campus 
of Lehman College/CUNY at 
250 Bedford Park Boulevard 
West.  

Tickets for Amor en Salsa 
are $100*VIP, $65, $55, and $50 
and can be purchased by call-
ing the Lehman Center box 
offi ce at (718) 960-8833 (Mon-
day through Thursday, 10am–
5pm, and beginning at noon 
on the day of the concert), or 

through online access at www.
LehmanCenter.org. 

*New This Season: Havana 
Café and Lehman Center spe-
cial VIP pre-concert wine 
& hors d’oeuvres reception 
starting at 6:30 p.m. VIP tick-
ets include the reception and 
the best seats in the house. At 
the reception meet other pa-
trons and the staff of Lehman 
Center. Sponsored by Havana 

Café Restaurant and Havana 
Club Puerto Rican Rum. 

Low-cost on-site parking 
available for $5.

Rojas began his musical ca-
reer in the 1970’s. In 1983, Ro-
jas joined the Salsa orchestra 
Puerto Rican Power as lead 
vocalist  Going solo in the 
early ‘90s, Rojas reached num-
ber 8 on the Billboard Tropi-
cal/Salsa chart. In 1999, Rojas 
released his number one hit 
“Por Mujeres Como Tu.” His 
most recent record El Viajero 
was released in 2014.

 Ruiz began his profes-
sional career as the lead 
singer for Pedro Conga y Su 
Orquesta Inernacional. Dur-
ing his seven years with the 
orchestra, he recorded four al-
bums. Maelo’s fi rst release of 
his own, entitled Solo (1994), 
featured the hit “Te Neces-
ito Mi Amor” and spent four 

straight weeks at number one 
throughout Latin America. 

He has released 12 solo al-
bums, including Puro Cora-
zón (2007) that was nominated 
for the Latin Grammy Award 
for Best Salsa Album. 

Segarra is a Salsa singer, 
composer and arranger. His 
third record, Con La Musica 
Por Dentro (1990) reached #3 
on the US Tropical Album 

chart with the international 
hit “Porque te Amo”. The fol-
lowing year’s release, “Entre 
La Espada y La Pared”, made it 
to #4 and contained the popu-
lar tune “Eres La Unica”. Also 
notable amongst the twelv

Lopez started his profes-
sional career singer with the 
band Los Chicos and sang on 
two Los Chicos #1 Latin tropi-
cal Airplay hits. In 1994 he re-
leased one of his greatest hits 
“Mi Amor Lunático” and the 
following year was honored 
with the Lo Nuestro Award 
for New Tropical Singer of 
the Year. Giro released nine 
albums, starting with 1993’s 
Simplemente Un Corazón and 
highlighted by his Grammy-
nominated 2002 album Mi 
Nostagia. Recently, he has re-
leased one song, “Terremoto” 
from the new album he is cur-
rently working on.

TITO ROJAS MAELO RUIZ
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Andrew Freedman House on the Concourse
The week before last, I 

wrote about the Art Deco build-
ings on the Grand Concourse. I 
paid special attention to the 
so-called Fish Building at 1150 
Grand Concourse off McClel-
lan Street. Directly across the 
street from that building is 
the huge landmarked Andrew 
Freedman Home.

It was erected at 1125 Grand 
Concourse in 1924, long before 
the Art Deco craze, by Andrew 
Freedman, the millionaire 
who was closely associated 
with Tammany Hall. The 
100,000 square foot building 
occupies the entire block be-
tween the Concourse and Wal-
ton Avenue south of McClellan 
Street to 166th Street. It is con-
structed of yellow limestone, 
stands three stories tall in the 
front and four stories tall in the 
back, has an expansive lawn, 
and is protected by wrought 
iron fencing.

Freedman was born in 1860, 
graduated from the City Col-
lege of New York, and never 
married. He is recalled in base-
ball circles with derision for his 
handling of the New York Gi-
ants when he bought the team 
in 1895. One of the few things 
he did right was the hiring of 

John McGraw of the Baltimore 
Orioles as manager. Freedman 
was also responsible for get-
ting the fi nancial backing for 
the construction of the IRT #4, 
5, and 6 lines. Apparently, he 
was somewhat unyielding and 
unswayed by adversaries once 
his mind was made up. He was 
however, extremely loyal to his 
friends and to Tammany Hall. 

No one knows how he accu-
mulated such wealth but his 
close association with Tam-
many Hall may hold some clues 
to the answer. When he passed 
away in 1915 he left half of his 
fortune to his mother, brother 
and sister and created a trust 
with the other half to help the 
rich who lost their wealth and 
were living in poverty. 

He arranged for the con-
struction of the magnifi cent 
building at 1125 Grand Con-
course to provide them with 
the luxurious accommodations 
they were used to.  The exqui-
site home he had built wasn’t 
just open to anyone wealthy 

who fell on hard times. They 
had to be between 60 and 80 
years of age and, unlike at 
other homes, they were able to 
bring their spouses.

The home had a staff of 50 of 
the fi nest chefs, nurses, maids, 
and servants available. There 
were only 129 residents at that 
time. All the furnishings were 
the fi nest money could buy. 
Plush carpets, marble showers, 
a well-stocked library and oak 
paneled walls greeted them 
and monthly viewing of the 
latest movies, dances and var-
ied entertainment occupied 
their time. The residents were 
to do nothing but relax and en-
joy life in grand style. The best 
part was that all this attention 
lavished upon them was to-
tally free. They weren’t even 
allowed to tip. One interesting 
strict rule was that they could 
not treat the servants nastily. 

All good things come to an 
end and infl ation eventually 
took its toll. The costs of oper-
ating the home exceeded the 

income from the endowment 
by the early 1970s and parts of 
the building had to be closed 
off as the last residents died off. 
The home was in rapid decline 
and in 1984 the Mid-Bronx Se-
nior Citizens Council took over 
the home and established a day 
care center, head-start pro-
gram and other social service 
programs. 

Those wishing to see the in-
terior of the building will now 

have a unique opportunity 
to do so as “This Side of Para-
dise,” a two-month long art 
show opened there on April 4.   
Artists were given individual 
rooms to create and showcase 
their art. It is open to the pub-
lic and will run Thursday to 
Sunday, 1 to 7 p.m. until June 
5. It’s a marvelous opportunity 
to visit this historic building 
and meet some artists and view 
their works. 

Andrew Freedman built a mansion on the Grand Concourse for those who 
lost their fortunes so that they could continue to live in luxury.  This im-
age comes from Wikepedia. 

REPRINTED FROM 4/19/2012



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 3-9, 201752    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 3-9, 2017 53  BTR

The Triboro Center for Rehabilitation and Healthcare on 1160 Teller Avenue is offering free 
exercise classes to staff and residents at the center every Friday through the city’s Shape 
Up NYC program, a program targeted to bring free fi tness classes various urban communi-
ties with the highest obesity rates. Classes are held every Friday at 2 p.m. which include 
stretching, toning and light dance aerobics. Though not age specifi c, these classes are open 
to the public and are geared toward the 65 and older population. For more information, 
contact Triboro Center at (718) 293-1500.

TRIBORO CENTER, SHAPE UP NYC
HOST FREE EXERCISE CLASSES

Triboro Center For Rehabilitation and Healthcare staff and residents had fun participating 
in a free exercise class at the center. Photo courtesy of Centers Health Care

Sr. Giovanna, SV, graciously accepted the check from AOH Division 4 treasurer James 
O’Farrell (l) and AOH Division 4 president John Ward. Photo courtesy of Jack McCarrick

The Ancient Order of Hibernians Division 4 donated $250 to the Sisters of Life on Tuesday, 
January 17 at their Formation Convent on 198 Hollywood Avenue. The donation was given 
to help the Sisters cover expenses for their ‘March for Life’ in Washington, D.C on Thursday, 
January 26.

AOH DIVISION 4 DONATES TO SISTERS OF LIFE

(l-r) Exit Realty Search’s Millie Valentin, Israel Sanchez, Shane Rossi, Enrique Josef, Angelo 
Gonzalez, Andrew Haxhiu and Jeannette Zapata. Photo courtesy of Exit Realty Group

Congratulations are in order for Exit Realty Search’s agents who were recently honored 
as the ‘Top Agents of 2016’. Exit Realty Search located at 3928 E. Tremont Avenue is open 
everyday from 9 a.m to 6 p.m. For more information, contact Exit Realty Search at (347) 
202-4965.

EXIT REALTY SEARCH TOP AGENTS AWARD

Borough President Diaz (c), along with Congressman Espillat (l) and Congressman Serrano 
expressed their opposition to President Trump’s immigration plan. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Congressman Espaillat, along with elected offi cials 
and immigration advocates from across the city, co-hosted a press conference to speak out 
against and resist president Trump’s recent executive orders on illegal immigration includ-
ing his proposal to build a wall along the Mexican border and his threat to revoke funding 
for ‘sanctuary cities’ like New York.

RESISTING TRUMP’S IMMIGRATION PLANS

(l-r) Joe McManus, 80th District State Committeeman; 
Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda; 85th District Leader Toni 
Figueroa; Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Diaz’s wife, 
Hilda; 87th District Leader Julia Rodriguez; Senator Jeff 
Klein; former borough president Fernando Ferrer; NYC 
Civil Court Judge Armando Martando; Maria Roman; for-
mer senior policy staff for former governor George Pataki 
and Joe Ramos. Photo by Laura Stone

DISTRICT LEADER CELEBRATES 90TH
Local elected offi cials and community members wished 
87th Female District Leader Julia Rodriguez well during 
her 90th birthday celebration on Saturday, January 28 at 
Holy Family Church’s Mechler Hall. The longtime district 
leader received praise and proclamations from Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie; 
Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr. and Senator Jeff Klein. 
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To mark this year’s Black History Month, 
Bronx Community College is presenting 
a series of exhibits, talks and workshops 
under the umbrella theme of [MQ1]  “S T 
Y L E: We the People are Ready — Self-
Determination, Self-Expression, and Re-
sistance.” A campus-wide collaboration of 
several BCC Departments, all events are 
free and open to the public. They include: 

A student photography exhibit with ad-
ditional work contributed by photographer 
Casey Williams that explores the historic 
legacy of African style in the Americas. 
Date: Until Friday, March 3. Location: 
across campus.

Refl ections on Seneca Village. Created 
by Digital Arts students over the last year, 
this exhibit features creative works inspired 
by the historic nineteenth-century free Black 
community of Seneca Village that lived in 
what is today Central Park. Date: February 
6 to February 28, with a reception on Tues-
day, February 14, from 2 to 4 p.m. Location: 
Hall of Fame Gallery, Bliss Hall, 1st Floor

Reclaiming our Past, a Faculty Lecture 
by Art and Music Department Associate 
Professor Jeanine Kelley-Williams on the 
popular trend of researching family gene-
alogy through digital archives. Date: Mon-
day, February 6, 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. Location: 
North Hall and Library, Law Room

An “African Diaspora Gallery Exposition” 
commemorating the more than 20 million 
African captives who endured the horrors of 
the trans-Atlantic slave trade. Faculty, staff 
and students will host tables displaying his-
torical and cultural materials from countries 
in the Americas where Africans were used 
for slave labor. Date: February 9. Location: 
Gould Memorial Library Rotunda

A presentation by BCC’s Food and Gar-
den Club will explore the African infl uence 
on the everyday food we grow, prepare and 
enjoy. Date: Thursday, February 9, noon 
to p.m. Location: Nichols Hall, Room 103, 
Kitchen

The Fourth Annual Amadou Diallo Youth 
Commemoration “Mind, Spirit and Body 
Wellness Day.” Middle and high school stu-
dents will visit BCC and engage with col-
lege students through workshops that focus 
on the role of positive mental and physical 
health in academic success and commu-
nity awareness. Date February 11.  Loca-
tion: Nichols Hall, Room 104

“There to Here and Back: A Journey 
into African Spirituality.” BCC graduate and 
Harvard Ph.D. candidate Funlayo Woods 
will give a presentation on the transference 
and survival of African spiritual beliefs and 
values in the Americas.  Date: February 16, 
noon to 2 p.m. Location: Roscoe Brown 
Student Center, Room 311A

A concert by the genre-defying quintet, 
Imani Winds. Date: Thursday, February 16, 
noon to 2 p.m. Location: Gould Memorial Li-
brary Rotunda

A performance exploring the dance of 
the African Diaspora, choreographed by 
Professor Kelvin Cooper and performed by 
the students of the Dance Workshop. Date: 
Thursday, February 23, noon to 2 p.m.  Lo-
cation: Roscoe Brown Student Center, Hall 
of Fame Playhouse.

A screening of the documentary Brother 
Outsider: The Life of Bayard Rustin, the 
story of the civil rights pioneer. Date: Thurs-
day, February 23, 2017, noon to 1:30 p.m.  
Location: Colston Hall, Room 203.

A screening of Rise of the Black Pha-
raohs, a documentary look at ancient Egypt, 
Date: Thursday, March 2, noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Location: Colston Hall, Room 203

For further information, contact 

Prathibha.Kanakamedala@bcc.cuny.edu, 
(718) 289-5299 or Eugene.Adams@bcc.
cuny.edu, 718.289.5952.

* * *
New York Philharmonic Principal Clari-

netist Anthony McGill will perform with 
members of the Bronx Arts Ensemble on 
Sunday, February 12 at 2 p.m., in the his-
toric Riverdale home of Paula Luria and Bill 
Caplan, 761 West 231st Street.  The spe-
cial concert, a benefi t for the Bronx Arts 
Ensemble (BAE), provides listeners with a 
rare opportunity to hear Mr. McGill in a no-
table private home and chat with him after 
the performance.  BAE pianist Adrienne 
Kim, violinist Jorge Avila, and cellist Eliana 
Mendoza will join McGill in a performance 
of Beethoven’s Trio for Clarinet, Cello and 
Piano in B fl at, Opus 11, Bernstein’s Sonata 
for Clarinet and Piano, and Fauré’s Piano 
Trio, Opus 120. Refreshments and cham-
pagne will be served.  Tickets to the benefi t 
concert are $90 and can be purchased in 
advance at bronxartsensemble.org.

Before joining the New York Philhar-
monic, Anthony McGill was Principal Clari-
netist of the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra 
and Associate Principal of the Cincinnati 
Symphony. He has been a soloist with the 
American Symphony, New York String Or-
chestra, and the orchestras of Baltimore, 
Kansas City, New Jersey, and San Diego. 
He has appeared with the Chamber Music 
Society of Lincoln Center and Philadelphia 
Chamber Music Society, and at the Tangle-
wood, Marlboro, Mainly Mozart, and Santa 
Fe Festivals.  McGill performed with Itzhak 
Perlman, Yo-Yo Ma, and Gabriela Montero 
at the 2009 inauguration of President Ba-
rack Obama. A graduate of the Curtis Insti-
tute of Music, he serves on the faculties of 
the Juilliard School of Music, Peabody Con-
servatory, Bard College Conservatory, and 
Manhattan School of Music.

Bronx Arts Ensemble is a Bronx-based 
cultural institution with a long trajectory per-
forming high-quality chamber and sym-
phonic music, and providing educational 
music and arts programs from grade school 
to college.

Founded in 1972, the Bronx Arts En-
semble is the premier professional music 
organization serving the borough. With a 
Local 802, AFM contract the BAE employs 
some of New York’s fi nest freelance musi-
cians. BAE commands the respect of the 
music world for its high artistic standards, 
innovative programming, acclaimed arts-in-
education programs and extensive record-
ings, as well as its demonstrated commit-
ment and service to the Bronx community. 
BAE comprises all instruments of the stan-
dard orchestra, performing as a small group 
or full symphony and it presents over 100 
concerts each season, reaching an annual 
audience of over 50,000.

BAE serves its community with pro-
grams that include a repertoire of many cul-
tures, educational services for children and 
traditional chamber and orchestra concerts. 
Featuring notable guest artists and conduc-
tors of varied backgrounds, concerts fre-
quently include new works, commissions or 
rarely performed music of all periods.

Since 1979 the BAE has been in Resi-
dence at Fordham University (Bronx Rose 
Hill Campus) presenting free summer con-
certs, performances with the University 
Chorus at both Rose Hill and Lincoln Center 
campuses, and free chamber concerts for 
students and the adjacent community. Pop-
ular family concerts including “Peter and 
the Wolf”, “The Three Little Pigs”, “Hansel 
and Gretel”, “The Emperor’s New Clothes” 

are given each season at New York Botani-
cal Garden, Whitehall Club Ballroom and 
Lehman College.

BAE’s customized Arts Education pro-
grams have served over 100,000 Bronx 
students since the 1980s through multi-
disciplinary artist residencies during school 
hours, after-school and through summer 
activities that culminate in original audito-
rium programs and in-school art exhibits.  
BAE’s more than 60 teaching artists work 
in 44 K-12 Bronx public schools. At many of 
these schools, BAE is the only arts educa-
tion provider.

This year marks the loss of Founding 
Artistic Director, Bill Scribner. BAE contin-
ues his work of over 40 years which brought 
the organization to its present status as the 
preeminent live music and arts in education 
group in the Bronx.

* * *
Opening on Friday, February 17, the 

Bronx Museum of the Arts will present 
Wild Noise/Ruido Salvaje, an exploration of 
contemporary Cuban art from the 1970s to 
the present that looks at how Cuban artists 
both on the island and abroad have grap-
pled with issues of identity, community, and 
the urban experience. 

Bringing together over 60 works by 
more than 30 artists from the Bronx Mu-
seum collection and other U.S. institutions 
and private collections, the exhibition will 
feature many artworks that will be publicly 
exhibited for the fi rst time, including a newly 
commissioned sculpture and performance 
by Humberto Díaz as the culmination of a 
three-month residency at the Bronx Mu-
seum, and works by Belkis Ayón, Abel 
Barroso, José Bedia, Tania Bruguera, Ale-
jandro Campins, Los Carpinteros, Carlos 
Garaicoa, Kcho, Glenda León, Ana Mendi-
eta, Diana Fonseca Quiñones, Eduardo 
Ponjuán, Wilfredo Prieto, Sandra Ramos, 
Esterio Segura, Meira Marrero and José 
Angel Toirac, and others.

On view through July 3, the exhibition 
is organized by the Bronx Museum and by 
Corina Matamoros and Aylet Ojeda Jequín, 
Curators of Contemporary Cuban Art at 
El Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes in Ha-
vana, as part of a multi-year collaboration 
between the Bronx Museum and the MNBA 
to foster artistic and cultural exchange be-
tween Cuba and the United States.

In conjunction with the Wild Noise/Ru-
ido Salvaje exhibition, the Bronx Museum 
will present a series of public programs to 
address urban issues of relevance to the 
Bronx community, examine the relationship 
between contemporary art and local his-
tory, and explore representations of multi-
culturalism and national identity.   

These include a Bronx Museum Open 
House on Sunday, March 5; a kickoff event 
to the Museum’s 8th Annual collaboration 
with the Havana Film Festival New York, 
including a fi lm screening and live perfor-
mance in partnership with the Hostos Cen-
ter for the Arts & Culture; and a literary 
event with founder of Latino Sports & La-
tinosports.com, author, and Bronxite Julio 
Pabón on his book Knockout: Fidel Castro 
visits the South Bronx.

Highlights of the exhibition include:
• Two sculptures by Humberto Díaz, 

as well as a work commissioned specifi -
cally for Wild Noise/Ruido Salvaje. On Sun-
day, March 5, Díaz will debut a new perfor-
mance work at the museum as part of the 
exhibition;

• A suite of 12 photographs by Ana 
Mendieta focused on her celebrated Silu-
eta series.

• A collection of drawings, paintings, 
and video by Meira Marrero and José An-
gel Toirac that examine the political legacy 
of the country;

• A mahogany sculpture by Los Carpinte-
ros inspired by the iconic architecture of the 
Russian Embassy in the Miramar neighbor-
hood of Havana;

ª Cabeza Abajo (Head Down), an early 
work by Tania Bruguera that explores the 
failure of utopian proposals and the act of 
obedience as a strategy for social survival; 
and

• The photographic series Eighteen 
Reasons to Cease Making Art by Felipe 
Dulzaides, exhibited for the fi rst time, which 
highlights his conceptually humorous, me-
dia-based work.

* * *
Upcoming Wave Hill events:
Saturday, February 11; Sunday, Febru-

ary 12: Family Art Project: Hearts For Flow-
ers, Love For Manatees: Layer an abun-
dance of hearts in circular formations to 
create joyful and rapturous fl owery cards 
and gifts. Today, we also give some love to 
the majestic manatees. Hear touching tales 
about these marine creatures and make a 
stuffed-manatee valentine gift or card.  

Saturday, February 11; Sunday, Febru-
ary 12: Valentine’s Day In The Shop:  The 
Shop at Wave Hill is opening its cases of 
quality jewelry to a 30% off sale on a wide 
selection. The sale continues through Val-
entine’s Day, February 14. Purchases over 
$100 in The Shop on Valentine’s Weekend 
receive a gift of chocolate!

Saturday, February 11: Garden & Con-
servatory Highlights Walk: Join in for an 
hour-long tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. 

Saturday, February 11: Language Of 
Flowers Drop-In Tour: Stop by the Marco 
Polo Stufano Conservatory for a drop-in 
tour of the fragrant plants currently in bloom 
and learn the language of fl owers. 

Saturday, February 11: Winter Work-
space Session 1 Open House: This win-
ter, Glyndor Gallery is transformed again 
into studio spaces for artists to develop 
new work and offer opportunities for pub-
lic interaction in the context of the garden. 
Individual artists share their studio practice 
with the public on this open studio day. This 
year’s Session 1artists are Dahlia Elsayed, 
Rosemarie Fiore, Crystal Gregory, Yeon Jin 
Kim, Summer McCorkle and Anne Percoco 
& Ellie Irons. 

Saturday, February 11; Sunday, Febru-
ary 12: Hearts And Flowers Cookie Deco-
rating Workshop: Bring your sweethearts to 
Wave Hill this Valentine’s Day for a special 
cookie decorating event. Use sanding sug-
ars, cookie icing and a variety of sprinkles 
to design your own cookies. Fill a box with 
your creations to show that certain some-
one how much you love them. Perfect for 
families and crafty visitors of all ages. 

Sunday, February 12: Winter Birding: 
Explore Wave Hill’s tranquil gardens and 
woodlands with naturalist Gabriel Willow to 
observe birds in their winter habitats. Bird-
ers of all levels welcome. 

Sunday, February 12: Family Nature 
Walk: Join naturalist and educator Gabriel 
Willow on a family-friendly walk through the 
gardens or woodlands. 

Sunday, February 12: Garden & Conser-
vatory Highlights Walk; Join in for an hour-
long tour of seasonal garden highlights. 
Free with admission to the grounds.

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 252nd 
Street. For more information call (718) 549-
3200 ext. 232.

Bronx Community College exhibits; NY Philharmonic at BAE
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Prepare for upcoming exams
Unity Neighborhood 

Center, Inc., 3952 Bronx-
wood Avenue, will offer the 
following free program for 
adults 21 years and older 
preparing to apply and take  
the School Safety Agent 

Exam, the Traffi c Enforce-
ment Exam and  Post offi ce ex-
ams.

A high school diploma is 
required. 

This program is made pos-
sible by funds from the offi ce 

of Councilman Andy King 
and the NYC DYCD, De-
partment of Youth Commu-
nity Development.

For further information 
and to register call (718) 
994-8400.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
As we pass the holiday sea-

son, we now enter the journal 
ad season.

Last week we announced 
that our anniversary event 
will be April 4th at the Sanz. 
Journal ads and tickets will 
be available soon.

Also, we highly encourage 
you support our neighbors 
and their galas at the Marina 
Del Rey.  Allerton Homeown-
ers and Tenants Association 
will celebrate their 40th An-
nual Dinner Dance on Satur-
day, March 4 and Morris Park 
Community Association will 
celebrate their 43rd Annual 
Dinner Dance. 

If you wish to advertise in 
their journals, reach out to 
us and we will ensure they 
connect with you. We can’t 
emphasize enough how im-
portant it is to participate in 
these journals. Not only does 
it help these organizations do 
the work to strengthen our 
community, it also connects 
you with the community and 
gets your business attention.

Monday you can come to 
our offi ce at 930 Mace Avenue 
to pick up tickets for our an-
niversary and place an ad in 
the journal.  Offi ce hours are 
generally 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Don’t laugh, but Santa is 
still here. The Lucky Santa 
Raffl e was a great idea that 
was rushed into development 
without a proper promotion 
leading up to it. Next year 
we will give it time to get the 
word out and hopefully it will 
be a continued success people 
look forward too.

But we still have 100 San-
tas and they will be in our 
offi ce and when we sell all 
100 Santas we will draw the 
raffl e to see who wins a $250 
cash and $250 Allerton shop-
ping spree.

Also we will be selling 
paver stones to pave the al-
leyway. The plan is to have 

each stone state and inspira-
tional message or quote and 
the name of the person spon-
soring the quote. This will 
be a nice added feature to 
the community and will also 
pay for uplifting an eye sore 
in the community and other 
projects.

We had the honor to at-
tend our new state senator’s 
inauguration last Saturday. 
We welcome Jamaal Bailey 
to our community and wish 
him much success in the 
coming years. We fi nd him to 
be compassionate, thought-
ful, engaged and dedicated. 
The new energy that he will 
bring is welcomed and we 
look forward to seeing him in 
Allerton often.

With his help Allerton 
will be even stronger than 
ever.

We also have some great 
candidates running for city 
council. One was a speaker 
at Senator Bailey’s inaugura-
tion that night and I want to 
give him a shout out for his 
class.

For a backstory, I get 
many residents questioning 
why I work with the elected 
offi cials. Well aside from the 
fact that if we want a stron-
ger community we all have to 
work together, my other an-
swer is because we have re-
ally good elected offi cials.

Our Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj is one of the best we 
have. He has rolled up his 
sleeves along side us and lit-
erally gets in and does the 
work. When we had to light 
our tree, Mark was there 
with us in freezing tempera-
ture stringing up the tree. 
And if Allerton needed some-
thing there was always some-
one to respond. That dedica-
tion cannot go unnoticed.

So at the Senator Bai-
ley’s inauguration I watched 
elected offi cials one after the 
other use the podium to talk 

about their agenda, their be-
liefs, their self promotion. 
This was his time not theirs. 
But as typical politicians 
they see a crowd and they 
‘seize the moment’. But our 
representative not only put 
the focus on Senator Bailey, 
he was the fi rst to recognize 
and celebrate Senator Bai-
ley’s wife for her sacrifi ces 
during the campaign.

I felt that was worth men-
tioning. I felt that needed 
to be mentioned. That was 
class and dignity. These are 
the types of leaders we need 
in offi ce and that we need to 
support.

Selfl essness. Good or bad, 
whether you agree or dis-
agree the times they are a 
changing. It’s up to the peo-
ple to decide whether it is for 
the good or the bad. The old 
mold for what an elected of-
fi cial should be is changing, 
especially here in the Bronx. 
We are tired of being last in 
things we should be fi rst in 
and fi rst in things we should 
be last in. We have elected of-
fi cials who fi t this mold but we 
need to step up and support 
them so they don’t stand up 
and support us in challeng-
ing issues and get knocked 
down by big money without 
us there to catch them.

Our readers need to un-
derstand that we do not take 
money from elected offi cials 
and we do not give money to 
the elected. Our word is pure. 
We tell you what we see and 
how we see it. We leave it up 
to you to make your own de-
cision. Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj and our Councilman 
Ritchie Torres are excep-
tional human beings and we 
believe Jamaal Bailey fi ts 
this group perfectly. They do 
not try to dominate or control 
the community. They work 
with the community. There’s 
no quid pro quo with these 
men. They do the right thing 

because it’s the right thing. 
And they don’t do it expect-
ing anything in return. They 
don’t hold grudges when we 
disagree with them on a cer-
tain issue. They are secure 
in themselves and that reso-
nates throughout the com-
munity.

We want this relationship 
with all our elected offi cials, 
including the mayor and the 
governor. Don’t come into 
our community and dictate 
what we need. And when we 
tell you we need something 
work with us. We live here. 
We know what we need and 
we know we need to share re-
sources with other commu-
nities. But they also need to 
share resources with us be-
cause we pay taxes too. We 
vote too.

But it doesn’t all fall on 
the elected shoulders. Resi-
dents need to step up too.

Join our Facebook page. 
Get in the conversation. You 
have an idea for Allerton?  
Share it.

Want to open a business 
that will bring variety and 
depth to our community?  Let 
us know. 2017 is the year for 
action. So let’s get motivated.

An urgent care is open-
ing up on White Plains Road 
between Allerton and Arnow 
aavenues. We welcome them 
as well and look forward to 
meeting you. Remember if 
you can walk/travel on your 
own accord, head to an urgent 
care. Leave the emergency 
room for the emergencies.

We also want to share what 
a great time we had at Gaso-
lina Lounge this past Satur-
day celebrating Chinese New 
Year with good friends and 
good authentic Chinese food. 
It was amazing. Good things 
will be coming out of this es-
tablishment this year and in 
the future. They are owned 
and operated by local family 
and they are worth visiting. 
You may not be aware of it, 
but they serve food and the 
food is fantastic. Best fried 
wings in the neighborhood. 
Crispy and fresh. It’s my per-
sonal favorite.

Our next executive meet-
ing is Tuesday, February 7 at 
the Sanz 815 Allerton Avenue 

at 7:30 p.m.
will be visited by Elsie 

Torres from Assist Ambu-
lance who will also share 
information regarding an 
amazing app for your Smart 
Phone called Smart EMS and 
it is free.  It is quick access to 
an ambulance that will send 
you to the hospital of your 
choice. The hospital will be 
listed in the system along 
with important medical in-
formation such as medica-
tions, allergies etc.  Down-
load it today.

We are having an ongoing 
collection so clean out your 
closet and we will fi nd homes 
for your unwanted clothes. 
Especially if you have old 
suits that do not fi t. Bring 
them by because there are 
several programs going on 
that we can put them to good 
use.

Landlords, don’t waste the 
heat. Check your windows in 
your building and make sure 
that they are sealed tight. We 
are working with Council-
man Torres to help one se-
nior citizen get her windows 
fi xed. No matter how much 
heat you send up, if there is 
a leak in the apartment win-
dows it’s going to freeze your 
tenant. No one should have to 
live like that and we will help 
to make sure no one does. We 
will hopefully have an update 
to write about next week.

Join our Facebook page. 
Become a member of the asso-
ciation and receive discounts 
at local stores. Drop off clothes 
to our offi ce. And get tickets 
to our anniversary.

Dates 
Anniversary event is 

Tuesday, April 4 at the Sanz; 
Four Chaplains Mass at St. 
Benedicts is Sunday, Febru-
ary 5; Allerton Homeown-
ers’ 40th Annual Dinner 
Dance is Saturday, March 4; 
Allerton International Food 
Festival is June 24; and the 
Morris Park Community As-
sociation’s 43rd Annual Din-
ner Dance (TBA). 

Save the dates and if you 
have any questions, reach out 
to us at AllertonMerchants@
gmail.com.

Your community is your 
business.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Don’t forget. This Sun-

day, February 5, we have the 
4 Chaplains Mass at St. Bene-
dict, 11 a.m. with a breakfast to 
follow.  All legionnairs, ladies, 
sons, riders and bosters are in-
vited.  Form up at 10:30 a.m. so 
we can proceed in profession-
ally, proper attire please.

Also for February, we 
have the Bronx County meet-
ing at Sam Young Post 620 at 
7:30 p.m. sharp on Wednesday, 
February 2.  

On the 3rd Sunday, our Ko-
rony Post 253 meeting starts 
with coffee at 10:30 a.m. at 
American Turners. This meet-

ing will include swearing in of 
new members.

Until next time:  Again, a 
heartfelt thanks to all of Bronx 
County for the great showing at 
the 2017 Conference. The ladies 
had a successful meeting, the 
Sons were in full force support-
ing Bill Clancy Jr. for detach-
ment commander.  Bronx pride.  
Legion pride. American pride.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 3-9, 201758    BTR

TOM ALLON

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Ever wonder where our 
obsession with child 
predators began?

The answer just might 
be at the movies. And “ M ” 
is the picture that started it 
all.

What a creepy fi lm. It 
opens with a mother put-
tering around the kitchen, 
waiting for her daughter to 
come home from school. We 
see the clock on the wall. 
We see her expression grow 
from cheer to terror. And 
somewhere in the streets be-
low, we see a man buy a little 
girl a balloon. 

If your pulse is racing 
already, thank Fritz Lang, 
director of that 1931 classic 
that taught fi lmmakers ev-
erywhere to hook audiences 
with the primal emotion of 
heart-stopping fear for our 
kids.

After bad guy Peter 
Lorre murders the girl he 
bought the balloon for — off 
camera, so we can imagine 
the worst — the city rises up 
to hunt him down.

He nonetheless manages 
to befriend another child on 
the street. But just as he is 
leading her off to buy candy, 
her mother appears. Halle-
lujah!

And that is the moral of the 
story: Unless you want your 
children to get murdered, you 
cannot let them go outside on 
their own. Lang himself said he 
made the movie “to warn moth-
ers about neglecting children.”

“It almost feels like those hy-
giene fi lms that warned you to 
brush your teeth,” says Robert 
Thompson, a professor of pop 
culture at Syracuse University. 
“That’s what I think “ Adam ” 
did as well.”

“Adam” is the made-for-tele-
vision picture that came out in 
1983, two years after 6-year-old 
Adam Walsh was abducted from 
a Sears store in Florida and sub-
sequently beheaded. Even more 
than “M” (which was, after all, 
German), it is the movie that 
branded stranger-danger onto 
the collective American con-
sciousness.

Until then, the majority of 
child abduction movies were ei-
ther police procedurals or fam-
ily melodramas, says Pat Gill, 
professor emeritus of commu-
nications at the University of Il-
linois. 

“You often don’t see the child 
at all, or if you do, it’s got some 
gangster’s moll taking care of 
the kid. He’s not tied up or any-
thing.”

Adam changed all that. The 

two-part mini-series was rat-
ings gold, and the media world 
began ordering more and more 
kiddie kidnappings. That’s why 
we’ve seen fl icks about teenaged 
abductees (Elizabeth Smart), 
toddler murder victim (Jon-
Benét Ramsey), and  kids ripped 
from their bicycles (Amber 
Hagerman, for whom the Amber 
Alerts are named). Then there 
are all those “Law & Order: Spe-
cial Victims Unit” episodes. 

How do you proceed to kick 
it up a notch? You hire Liam 
Neeson. In 2008, we got “ Taken ,” 

the megahit in which Neeson is 
convinced by his pushy ex-wife 
to let their 17-year-old daughter 
and her slutty friend travel to 
Paris without supervision. The 
girls land and immediately meet 
a cute but skeevy guy who asks 
to share their taxi. Moments af-
ter he drops them off, he and his 
gang of sex traffi ckers return.

Neeson’s daughter sees the 
men grab her friend in the next 
room and speed-dials daddy — a 
Special Ops type — for advice. 
Matter-of-factly he tells her, 
“You will be taken.”

So will you, dear viewer, 
on what is basically an excuse 
for vigilante sadism as Neeson 
hightails it to Paris. Without a 
hint of jet lag, he takes on an in-
ternational team of traffi ckers, 
allowing the audience to enjoy 
all sorts of cruelty while feeling 
smug: Take that, you fi ends! 

Meantime, it gave parents 
something else to be terrifi ed 
of. A mom at a PTA meeting 
once solemnly informed me that 
there are more girls sex traf-
fi cked in America today than 
there were slaves before the 
Civil War. (Umm … wrong.)

“ Room ,” by comparison, is a 
serious fi lm. We know this be-
cause the lead actress, Brie Lar-
son, won an Academy Award for 
playing the mom who raises a 

son within the confi nes of 
a backyard shed. Her fi c-
tional character was taken 
at age 17 when she was kind 
enough to help a man who 
said he’d lost his dog. 

In all these pictures, a 
mom is overtly or subtly at 
fault: The mother in “M,” 
who didn’t walk her child 
home from school. The 
mother in “Adam,” who 
didn’t keep her son by her 
side at Sears. The mother 
in “Taken,” who sends her 
daughter to Europe un-
chaperoned. And even in 
“Room,” Larson yells at her 
own mother for teaching 
her to be nice to strangers. 
Maybe if she’d been a little 
less nice, she wouldn’t have 
been snatched.

The movie industry has 
realized what newspaper 
editors, cable television pro-
ducers, and grandstanding 
politicians already know: 
There’s no business like woe 
business, and most woeful 
of all are stories about miss-
ing children whose mothers 
could have saved them — 
but didn’t.

Lenore Skenazy is a 
public speaker and author 
of the book, blog and Twit-
ter feed Free-Range Kids. 

Movie of the weak: Don’t let your kids out of your site

The ingenious framers of 
our Constitution got most 
things right. It is amaz-

ing that a document crafted in 
the 18th century can be largely 
intact now in a very different 
world than the one in which it 
was conceived. Their plan to 
structure a government system 
that would check the power of 
the executive — the “checks 
and balances” — allowed us 
to succeed and make progress 
even when our President is mis-
guided or has made a mistake.

We saw a great illustration 
this past weekend after the 
President decided to ban travel-
ers from seven Muslim nations 
from entering our country. In 
dictatorships or monarchies, 
no one would been able to over-
rule this pernicious attempt at 
excluding people for their reli-
gion. In America, within a few 
hours of this executive action, 
a judge in Brooklyn was able 
to temporarily right a potential 
wrong. I live across the street 
from the Federal Courthouse in 
Brooklyn and it was amazing to 
watch  the lights fl ick on Satur-
day night for an NYCLU injunc-
tion that led to a hearing and a 

stunning rebuke to Trump .
Wow. That’s a real democ-

racy in action and it heartened 
millions of Americans who 
worry that we are going off a 
cliff with this new administra-
tion. I’m sure this “stay” is just 
the beginning of a long battle, 
but round one ended encourag-
ingly and it reminded everyone 
that in America citizens have 
lots of power and legal mecha-
nisms to fi ght the White House. 
No other country in the world 
has such a robust and resilient 
form of government. In addition 
to the “checks and balances” 
we have our First Amendment, 
protecting freedom of religion, 
speech, the press, and the right 
to assemble. This is one of the 
more stunning pieces of for-
ward-thinking in governance. 
It is another bulwark against an 
out-of-control executive branch, 
and it has never felt more impor-
tant in my lifetime than it has 
these past few weeks.

The peaceful protests that 
went on around the country the 
day after the inauguration — en-
gineered and mostly populated 
by women — were evidence of 
the strength of our democracy 

and our unparalleled tradition 
of free speech. It showed our 
fellow citizens, the rest of the 
world, and, hopefully, the in-
coming administration that the 
power to assemble and protest is 
one of the most powerful rights 
Americans citizens retain. 

More than 4 million protest-
ers around the country sent a 
message to the incoming ad-
ministration that there is a 
movement brewing that will re-
sist attempts to trample on the 
rights of minorities, women, im-
migrants and other oppressed 
groups.

The Women’s March on 
Washington will undoubtedly 
be a thorn in this government’s 
regressive side, and one hopes 
that it will translate into effi -
cient political organizing and 
encourage more women to run 
for national offi ce.

This past weekend, a pop-up 
demonstration at Kennedy Air-
port illustrated the passion and 
solidarity of those who were ap-
palled by the anti-immigration 
actions of the new President. “If 
you build a wall, we will tear it 
down,” they chanted. A quick 
mobilization at airports, within 

hours, is an astounding mod-
ern development made possible 
through the powers of social 
media. Like the Arab Spring of a 
few years ago that toppled long-
time leaders in Tunisia, Libya, 
Egypt and Yemen, the power of 
viral protests should never be 
underestimated.

The press is called “The 
Fourth Estate” because it be-
longs in our system of checks 
and balances. As a graduate 
student at the Columbia School 
of Journalism in the mid-’80s 
I was taught good journalism 
comforts the affl icted and af-
fl icts the comfortable. Truer 
words could not be spoken about 
the role of the media in America 
in this scary moment. We need 
a strong, independent, and fair 
press to question, probe, and ex-
pose the misuse of power.

The media needs the sup-
port of the citizenry against 
manipulation by the govern-
ment so we don’t degenerate like 
other countries have when the 
government made the media 
the enemy. Steve Banon’s chill-
ing words last week that the 
“ media is the opposition party ” 
and “should shut up” are not 

far removed from the bullying 
tactics in Nazi Germany in the 
mid-20th century. And we know 
where that went.

So, as citizens of the most 
democratic country in history, 
we must exercise our power to 
assemble, protest, organize, and 
support our free press.

The resistance has just be-
gun.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

The people and the press must check government’s power



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, FEBRUARY 3-9, 2017 59  BTR

Visit www.PelhamBayLL.com for more information!!!
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Come Visit Our Fully-Equipped Artificial Turf Training Facility
Year Round FREE Indoor/Outdoor Clinics Held at Naclerio Field & Lehman High School

2017 Baseball and Softball Registration Dates

REGISTRATION HELD AT:
PELHAM BAY LITTLE LEAGUE CLUBHOUSE
2680 WESTCHESTER AVE
718-931-9585

BOYS BASEBALL
REGISTRATION
OPEN TO ALL PELHAM BAY &
COUNTRY CLUB RESIDENTS

GIRLS SOFTBALL
REGISTRATION
OPEN TO ALL
BRONX RESIDENTS

Sat. & Sun., Feb. 4 & 5  9am to 2pm
Month of February

Every Mon. & Thurs. 7pm to 9pm
Every Sat. & Sun. 9am to 2pm

Ages 5 Thru 16
Welcome
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3 notable borough leaders pass away, Orlando, Aponte and Garcia

money or glory; he wanted to pick up 
the phone and help someone.” 

His fi rst wife, Anita, as well as two 
sons and a daughter from a fi rst mar-
riage, four stepchildren, and 15 grand-
children, according to his wife, sur-
vive Garcia. 

Joseph Orlando 

Joseph Orlando, Jacobi Medical 
Center’s executive director for a de-
cade, died on Wednesday, January 25, 
said his brother Francis Orlando. He 
was 69. 

Orlando was appointed to Jacobi’s 

helm during the Giuliani administra-
tion and remained there until 2005. 

“He loved working at Jacobi,” said 
his brother, who added that the cause 
of death is unclear and that Orlando 
had been recovering from back sur-
gery. 

 According to members of the Ja-
cobi Community Advisory Board, 
some of his accomplishments were the 
addition of a new building and the cre-
ation of a memory grove that is home 
to the hospital’s September 11th, 2001 
memorial. 

  Silvio Mazzella, Jacobi CAB chair-
man, stated that the CAB, staff and 

many patients who came through the 
hospital’s doors for help would remem-
ber Orlando fondly.  

“During his time at the helm of Ja-
cobi, he showed himself to be an ex-
tremely community minded person 
who extended himself and the hospi-
tal’s resources throughout the Bronx,” 
said Mazzella. “Through his work 
with the late Senator Guy Velella, we 
were able to construct a lasting memo-
rial to the lives we lost on September 
11th 2001.” 

According to published reports 
from 2005, he was removed from his 
post at Jacobi after it was brought to 

light that over a 16-month period hun-
dreds of women were not told of their 
cancer screening results. 

Orlando grew up in Pelham Bay, 
said his brother, adding that he at-
tended Salesian High School and Pace 
University. 

Sylvia Lask, Jacobi CAB board 
member, said that Orlando worked 
well with the CAB and was encourag-
ing. 

“He worked well with us, he thought 
of us, and he loved the community,” 
she said. 

Two daughters, four grandchil-
dren, two former spouses and siblings 
survive Orlando.

From page 1

One of the women managed to fl ee 
the home while the robbery was in 
progress, he added. 

Security camera footage from sev-
eral homes on the street showed the 
three suspects getting into a dark-
colored SUV, possible a Jeep Liberty, 
before driving off down the one-way 
road.

The suspects were described as 
black males in their early to mid-twen-
ties. 

The armed suspect was wearing a 
red hooded sweatshirt and gray sweat-
pants, with a gray semi-automatic 
handgun. 

A second suspect wore a gray sweat-
suit, while the third was wore all black 
clothing.    

Anyone with information in re-
gards to this incident is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
(800) 577-TIPS (8477) or by logging onto 
the Crime Stoppers website at WWW.
NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.COM or by 
texting their tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then enter TIP577. All calls are strictly 
confi dential.

Alps also told those on hand there 
were six burglaries last week in the 
Van Nest area, an unusually high 

49th Pct. seeks home invaders; 3 women assaulted, robbed on Yates
From page 1 number. 

That number included four residen-
tial burglaries and two commercial 
ones that resulted in an arrest.

Three of the residential burglaries 
occurred on Melville Street, and in all 
four cases the burglars got in through 
front doors that were left unlocked. 

Alps said he believed the crimes 
were all carried out by the same per-
son, who Alps said would likely soon 
be caught.

“He got away but he dropped his 
jacket, so we’re going to process that 
jacket and we anticipate getting DNA 
off of it,” Alps said. “And we anticipate 
he’s going to have a criminal history I 
anticipate we’re going to identify and 
arrest him.”

Allerton Merchant Association 
Gene DeFrancis thanked Alps for 
making an arrest in another burglary 
in that area, and said he was hoping an 
arrest in connection to another recent 
burglary would be made soon. 

(Right) Security cameras caught one of 
three robbers of a Yates Avenue apartment 
arriving and fl eeing the scene via a parked 
SUV on January 15. The suspects are still at 
large. Photo courtesy of the NYPD
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“This year I told Rucker, I’m going to challenge you as a 
player to average a triple-double. I told him that he had 
to create a resume for coaches to see and show what he 
can do at his size. He’s just on another mission.”

PAUL CAMPBELL   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

BY JON PEREZ
The sun is shining on the 

Rams.
Almost a month ago, Ford-

ham’s season looked bleak. 
The Rams lost a heartbreaker 
to Duquesne on Dec. 30 and 
moral was running low at Rose 
Hill. After the game, graduate 
student Javontae Hawkins and 
fellow captains Christian Sen-
gfelder, Joseph Chartouny and 
Antwoine Anderson called a 
players-only meeting in an ef-
fort to salvage its season.

“We were tired of losing,” 
Hawkins said. “We got to-
gether, we just all bought in 
from there. From that point, 
you could see how well we’ve 
been playing.”

Since the meeting the 
Rams are 3-3 (update after Sat-
urday) but Hawkins feels that 

the group is the tightest it has 
been all season.

“We’re sticking together,” 
Hawkins said. “Sometimes we 
get knocked in the mouth dur-
ing the course of the game and 
earlier in the season we would 
break down and fall apart. 
During the last few weeks 
we’ve been sticking together 
and I think that’s been a really 
big help to not only individual 
success, but team success, a lot 
of players are playing better 
and the team is winning.”

Hawkins was named At-
lantic 10 men’s basketball co-
player of the week with George 
Mason’s Marquise Moore 
late last month and he’s play-
ing with an extra spring in 
his step, determined to help 
jumpstart his team. He aver-
aged 20.0 points per game and 

fi ve rebounds per game in two 
wins against VCU and UMass.

“My approach to the game 
has changed the most,” Hawk-
ins said. “I always had a defen-
sive approach, but it became 
more stronger. I’m guarding 
the primary ball handler for 
the opposing team most of the 
time during the game. My de-
fensive mentality on getting 
stops on defense has opened 
up my offensive games a lot 
more.”

Hawkins has had a nomadic 
college career. The graduate 
student started his career for 
Stan Heath at the University of 
South Florida. After two sea-
sons with the Bulls, Hawkins 
sought a change of scenery af-
ter Heath was fi red and a new 
coaching staff was set to take 
over the program. 

Hawkins transferred to 
Eastern Kentucky, joining 
childhood friend and Colonels 
guard Glenn Cosey. During his 
time with the team, Hawkins 
developed a bond with then-
head coach Jeff Neubauer and 
assistant coach Rodney Craw-
ford. After a season in Ken-
tucky, Hawkins followed Neu-
bauer and Crawford to the 
Bronx. This time, however, the 
transition wasn’t as diffi cult 
as it was a few years earlier 
when he departed from USF to 
Eastern Kentucky.

“They both recruited me 
when I was transferring from 
South Florida,” Hawkins said. 
“During my red-shirt year 
they accepted the job here at 
Fordham and I decided since 
I was graduating last year, to 
do my graduate year here. It 

was a lot more comfortable be-
cause I established a relation-
ship with coach Neubauer and 
coach Crawford, the transition 
couldn’t have been smoother.”

Fordham isn’t out of the 
woods yet, but Hawkins says 
he likes the character of the 
team to make a deep run in 
the Atlantic 10 tournament 
and possible NCAA Tourna-
ment. The Rams aren’t get-
ting ahead of themselves, but 
Hawkins believes in his team-
mates.

“The ceiling is high,” 
Hawkins said. “The only thing 
I could focus on is one game at 
a time and we’ll see where we 
can go from there. Hopefully 
we can make a big run at this 
Atlantic 10 conference tour-
nament and head into the big 
tournament.”

RAMS JOURNEYMAN HELPING 
SQUAD FIND ITS RHYTHM

Rams standout Javontae Hawkins has stepped into a leadership role with the team this season, determined to lead the squad towards a postseason run. Fordham Athletics
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COACH WINSTON DINKINS
Monsignor Scanlan High School 

Track Team had a good 1st month for 
2017.  On Monday, January 2nd, we 
competed in the 15th Annual Grinch 
Games at Fordham University Lom-
bardi Center.  Sophomore Student Ath-
lete Jaelah Eargle won a silver medal 
in the girls Sophomore 400 meter dash 
and Freshman Jordon Proidance won 
a silver medal in the boys Freshman 
400 meters with a time of 60.5 seconds.  
On January 6st, we competed in the 
23rd Annual Cardinal Hayes Invita-
tional & Bronx CHSAA Champion-
ships at Fordham University Lom-
bardi Center. Jordon Proidance won a 
silver medal in the Freshman 300 me-
ters and a Bronze medal in the Fresh-
man 55 meter dash.  On Sunday, Janu-
ary 29th, we competed in the CHSAA 
NY Sectional Championship and Soph-
omore Student Athlete Jaelah Eargle 
took 2nd in the Varsity 55 meter hur-
dles.  Go Crusaders!!

Monsignor Scanlan High School Track Team highlights

Jaelah Eargle sporting her medal from the CHSAA NY Sectional 
Championship

Jordon Proidance sporting his medals from the Cardinal Hayes Invi-
tational &amp; Bronx CHSAA Championships

BY LAURA AMATO
Jorge Lopez heard the whistle and 

winced – he knew what it meant. 
It was a foul and not one that would 

help his team. The St. Raymond’s boys 
basketball team had just missed a shot 
on the previous play and, while trying 
to come up with an offensive rebound, 
earned a whistle for a foul against Kofi  
Cockburn. 

The Christ the King center stepped 
up to the free throw line, hit his sec-
ond shot and the Ravens came up short 
of clinching the SNY Invitational title, 
falling 67-66 at City College on Jan. 28. 

“I think you’ve just got to give credit 
to them. They played well and they exe-
cuted down the stretch and I was proud 
of my guys,” Lopez said. “We just had 
a bad foul down the stretch and it cost 
us.”

It was a tight game from opening tip, 
but the Ravens thought they’d grabbed 
a bit of momentum midway through the 
third quarter, jumping out to a 10-point 
lead with 4:41 left. 

Christ the King, however, answered 
in kind – wrapping up the quarter on a 
13-2 run as Cockburn and senior guard 
Jose Alvarado jumpstarted the Royals’ 
offense. 

“It was hard to hold onto that ten-
point lead and you’ve got to give credit 
to Christ the King,” Lopez said. “They 
battled back to cut into that lead.”

The Royals grabbed a one-point 
cushion heading into the fourth quar-
ter, but St. Raymond’s seized back the 
momentum with a few quick points 
from Isaiah Washington and Omar Sil-
verio. 

Silverio, in particular, was big for 
the Ravens down the stretch – his three-
pointer to open the fourth quarter left 

the sellout crowd stunned and he fi n-
ished with a team-high 18 points. 

“I tell him all the time, that the only 
way we’re going to win is if he plays 
at that level,” Lopez said. “If we’re ex-
pecting to win a city championship, we 
need to get production from him all the 
time at that level.” 

St. Rays took a seven-point lead with 
just under six minutes on the clock, but 
Cockburn would not be denied on the 
block and the Ravens struggled to con-
tain his 6-foot-11 frame. 

In the end, it all came down to the 
fi nal few moments. 

Alvarado went 1-for-2 from the line 

to give Christ the King a two-point 
lead with 36.9 seconds left. St. Ray’s an-
swered on its next possession as Darius 
Lee grabbed the offensive rebound and 
drained the bucket to make it 66-all. 

Lee was fouled on the play, but 
couldn’t sink the and-one, giving the 
Royals a window to stay in the game. 
Cockburn’s game-winning free throw 
came just three seconds later, one of 
the biggest moments the sophomore 
has dealt with all season. 

“I followed through and just up to the 
line confi dent,” said Cockburn who was 
named the game’s MVP. “I knew that I 
got my team and my team got me.” 

The Ravens had a fi nal look for the 
game-winner, but couldn’t get a good 
shot off as Christ the King brought de-
fensive pressure from every angle. 

It was a disappointing loss for St. 
Raymond’s, but the squad is determined 
to see the silver lining – they’ll get an-
other shot at Christ the King soon, fac-
ing off against the Royals on Feb. 12. 

“At some point we’re going to have 
to see Christ the King again, so we’re 
going to have to use that as motiva-
tion,” Lopez said. “A game like this it 
just gets us ready for the playoffs and 
at the end of the day that’s what’s most 
important.”

Ravens can’t hold on, fall to Christ the King in SNY fi nal

St. Ray’s Isaiah Washington (left) and Christ the King’s Jose Alvarado squared off in the SNY Invitational fi nal  at City College on Jan. 28. 
 CNG/Laura Amato
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BY LAURA AMATO
The call came from the sideline and 

Tilquan Rucker groaned as soon as he 
heard the words – he didn’t want to 
come off the court. 

The South Bronx Prep senior rolled 
his eyes and his shoulders and groaned 
a second time, frustrated at even the 
mere idea that he had to stop playing 
basketball. It was practice. Rucker 
didn’t want to leave the scrimmage. 

That’s simply the kind of player he 
is. 

“I like to stay on the court to give 
my team an edge,” Rucker said. “And I 
just always want to play hard.”

Rucker’s almost improbable run to 
on-court success began years ago – as 
a football player. 

He was always athletic, always 
strong and always determined, but he 
didn’t turn to basketball until a foot-
ball injury forced him in that direc-
tion. After all, Rucker and basketball 
don’t have a picture-perfect history. 

“My father used to play basketball 
and he had the ability to make it, to 
go pro, but it never worked. It messed 
him up in the long run and he was on 
the streets and stuff like that,” Rucker 
said. 

“So with me I actually started off as 
a football kind of guy,” he added. “But 
I switched because I knew my father’s 
passion was basketball. I wanted to see 
what I could do and here I am.”

Turned out Rucker could do more 
than just play basketball – he could 
dominate a game and, this season, 
that’s exactly what he’s been doing. 

The Cougars guard leads the entire 
city in scoring, averaging a whopping 
36.8 points per game, but it isn’t just his 
ability to put the ball in the hoop that’s 
set him apart. Rucker is involved in ev-
ery South Bronx offensive possession 
in one way or another, whether it’s 
dishing out an assist or hauling in an 
offensive rebound for a second-chance 
look. 

It’s an attack that has been, liter-
ally, years in the making. 

“This year I told him, I’m going to 
challenge you as a player to average 
a triple-double,” Cougars coach Paul 
Campbell said. “I told him that he had 
to create a resume for coaches to see 
and show what he can do at his size. 
He’s just on another mission.”

Rucker might not ever want to 
come off the court, but he doesn’t ex-
actly strike a particularly imposing 
fi gure when he’s on it. 

At just 5-foot-5, the Cougars guard 
doesn’t look like someone who aver-
ages nearly 40 points a game. It’s a re-
action Rucker is counting on – and one 
he enjoys proving wrong. 

“When I hear the doubters, I like 
to shut people up and show what I can 
do,” Rucker said. “Other teams, they’ll 
come in and they look at us when we 
walk in and I’m the shortest person 

on the court. They’ll be like, what can 
he do? I just go out there and show 
them.”

Rucker has played varsity basket-
ball since his freshman year and, each 
season, he’s seen his game improve. It 
wasn’t always easy – he and Campbell 
clashed early in Rucker’s career – but 
he’s found a way to make his game 
about more than just his jumpshot. 

He had to – at 5-foot-5, Rucker re-
alized rather quickly he needed to be 
able to do more than just score if he’s 
going to play at the next level. 

“At my height you wouldn’t think 
that I could do what I do,” he said. 
“The coaches would say, oh, you lack 
this and that and over the summer I’d 
work on it to make it become one of 
my strengths. I started to improve my 
game and I just come in hungry.”

Rucker is more determined than 
ever to prove the detractors wrong 
and, even more importantly, stay on 
the court as long as possible. He’s got 
his sights set on a championship and 
he wants the ball in his hands when 
the pressure is on. 

“I just want to play hard and refuse 
to give up,” Rucker said. “I want to put 
this team over the edge so we can make 
it to a championship and, hopefully, go 

Small, but mighty: South Bronx 
Prep guard defying expectations

South Bronx Prep senior Tilquan Rucker isn’t 
the tallest player on the court, but he makes 
up for size with one of the most dominant 
shoots in the entire city. 
 CNG/Laura Amato

Children who participate receive 
autism diagnostic testing, 
while parents will complete 
questionnaires and interviews 
about their child.

We collect a blood sample from 
each participant for the genetic 
testing. All information is kept 
completely confidential.

Participating families receive 
compensation of up to $150.00 
and a report on the results of the 
clinical testing. 

If you are interested in participating, 
please email childrensreasearchunit@einstein.yu.edu 

or call 718-862-1860. 

If so, he or she may 
qualify for a research 
study on autism. 
Einstein and Montefiore 
are conducting a study 
on the genetics of 
autism in the African- 
American population.

DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE 
AUTISM, PDD-NOS 
OR ASPERGER’S? 

IRB NUMBER: 2012-537
IRB APPROVAL DATE: 05/06/2016
IRB NUMBER: 2012-537
IRB APPROVAL DATE: 05/06/2016

911 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 
Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 
our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

Remember, New Deductable Starts in 2017


