
BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The long-delayed plan to turn 

the Kingsbridge Armory into a 
nation’s largest ice skating facil-
ity got a major infusion of fund-
ing from Governor Cuomo in his 
State of the State presentation in 
Albany on Monday, January 9.

Empire State Development, 
New York’s economic develop-
ment arm, will provide $108 
million to the project, to “bring 
new life to the century-old ar-
mory and transform it into a hub 
of economic activity and com-
mercial potential,” an ESD an-
nouncement explained soon af-
terwards.

The former Eighth Regi-
ment Armory, as it was formally 
known, is located in Kingsbridge 
Heights at the corner of West 
Kingsbridge Road and Jerome 
Avenue, and was the largest mili-
tary armory in the world until it 
closed 1996. 

The almost 5-acre structure 
has loomed over the Kingsbridge 
neighborhood vacant and ne-
glected for most of the years 
since.  

Longtime Cuomo ally and 
borough president, Ruben Diaz 
Jr., welcomed the proposed fund-
ing for the armory, as well as an 
additional $10 million put aside 
to renovate the historic pavilion 
and build a performance space at 
Orchard Beach.

“I am thrilled that Governor 
Cuomo has offered his support 
to major Bronx proposals and in-
stitutions, specifi cally the recon-
struction of Orchard Beach and 
the future of the Kingsbridge 
Armory,” Diaz stated. “These 
projects are top priorities of my 
administration and have the 
overwhelming support of Bronx 
residents.”

However, Diaz criticized what 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The NYC Department of City 

Planning has certifi ed a Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure for 
a proposed retail mall and senior 
housing development. 

The ULURP process will move 
forward on the application of Grid 
Properties, Gotham Properties 
and NYC Economic Development 
Corporation for a zoning variance 
for the proposed 400,000 square 
foot Baychester Square develop-
ment on East Gun Hill Road near 
I-95. 

Currently, the city owns the 
land, which is a Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority site. 

An EDC spokeswoman, Steph-

anie Báez, said the city plans to 
sell the land to the developers if 
Baychester Square is approved 
and give the proceeds to MTA.  

DCP certifi ed the application 
on Tuesday, January 17. 

As part of the proposal senior 
housing is planned.

Bay Plaza and the Mall at Bay 
Plaza were constructed under the 
current allowable zoning density 
requirements while the Gun Hill 
Road project’s ULURP requests al-
most a three fold increase in per-
missible  density. 

A public hearing is being 
planned on the matter at Commu-
nity Board 12, likely for the second 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two historical locations in the 

borough have been selected for a 
designation that spotlights the 
city’s rich heritage. 

The Historic Districts Coun-
cil, as part of its Six To Celebrate 
2017, has selected and highlighted 
the historical signifi cance of Mott 
Haven and Hart Island 

The Six to Celebrate is a des-
ignation that the advocacy orga-
nization uses to set preservation 
priorities and channel resources 
to historical communities in need 

of recognition across the city, ac-
cording to HDC.  

In Mott Haven, which has 
town houses dating to the 19th 
century, HDC is working with 
Samuel Brooks at the Mott Haven 
Historic Districts Association. 

In the case of Hart Island, 
which has a Civil War history and 
has been the city’s Potter’s Field 
since 1869, HDC is working with 
the City Island Historical Society 
and Hart Island Project. 

HDC will assist the groups 
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Mott Haven, Hart Island 
are ‘Six to Celebrate’

Bay Plaza vs. Baychester Square

M.S. 89 Cheerleaders At Citrus Bowl

BRONX MALLS
DUKE IT OUT

Delayed ice 
rink project 
gets state $$

The Bronx’s very own M.S. 89 Panthers cheerleading squad performed for 
a sold out crowd of 70,000 people at the Buffalo Wild Wings Citrus Bowl 
on Saturday, December 31 in Orlando, FL. The Panthers’ many victories last 
season earned them the distinct honor of being one of the top eastern re-
gion cheerleading squads invited to perform in the Citrus Bowl. See more 
photos next week.     Photo courtesy of NIDC
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Elected offi cials and community res-

idents broke ground on Friday, January 
13 for the new Bronx Commons.

The 426,000 square foot campus will 
sit on the last of the Melrose Commons 
parcels and include 305 units of mixed 
income housing.

However, this project - headed by 
both the Women’s Housing and Eco-
nomic Development Corporation and 
BFC Partners, will not just be about 
housing but also about Bronx culture. 
The project will include the Bronx Mu-
sic Hall, an auditorium, that seats 300 
people and also serves as an arts-cen-
tered community hub.

According to a press release it will be 
“focused on the deeply-rooted history of 
cutting edge Bronx music.”

“The idea for this came from Bronx 
residents,” said Nancy Biberman, presi-
dent of WHEDco. “It’s really important 
that everybody know that.”

“We’ve all learned about the history 
of Bronx music and the generations of 
different immigrant cultures that have 
come here and created this fabulous fu-
sion of music,” she continued. “The res-
idents of the community have been in-
volved in the design and the planning of 
the building over these many years.”

Mark Naison, professor of African 

American studies at Fordham Univer-
sity, was an early contributor to the 
Bronx Music Hall project.

“Fourteen years ago I was tapped on 
the shoulder by a number of people in 
the Bronx saying we need to have a proj-
ect to identify and celebrate Bronx Afri-
can American history,” said Naison at 
the groundbreaking. “So we began that 
at Fordham and we began interviewing 
people who grew up in this neighbor-
hood.”

“One of the things we discovered was 
that this community produced more va-
rieties of popular music than any place 

in the world,” he continued.
Naison said Biberman eventually 

brought him into WHEDco to discuss 
the work he had been doing. 

He said the group was able to turn 
“into brick and mortar” what had orig-
inally been an idea to celebrate Bronx 
music and culture.

The $11.4 million, 14,000 square foot 
venue will be designed by interactive-
media design fi rm Local Project.

As for the mixed income housing 
portion of the project, elected offi cials 
were pleased with the addition of new 
units in the south Bronx.

Councilmember Rafael Salamanca 
was adamant that the project include 
residents with varying incomes.

“We need to ensure that everyone in 
our community is served and has ac-
cess to these units,” said Salamanca.

The annual household income range 
for residents at the Bronx Commons is 
expected to be $22,032 for a household 
of three to $89,760 for a household of 
three.

“Affordable housing is about more 
than four walls and a roof – and that is 
why the innovative, community-based 
plan for Bronx Commons will have such 
a powerfully positive impact on local 
families.” said Don Capoccia, principal 
at BFC Partners.

In addition, some of the units will be 
available to people fi ghting homeless-
ness and families in the shelter system.

Biberman said one of the issues in 
New York City is that many New York-
ers are getting pushed out of their 
homes which creates less diversity in 
neighborhoods.

Bronx Commons is expected to reach 
completion in 2019. 

Some of the fi nancing for the $165 
million project came from state and city 
agencies, elected offi cials, JP Morgan 
Chase, Citibank, and Richman Housing 
Resources.

Bronx Commons to showcase a music venue

Borough President Diaz (c), local elected offi cials and Bronx Commons stakeholders broke ground for 
the new development. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Following a lengthy legal battle, 

a settlement has been reached with 
Parkchester South Condominium 
management over its ‘draconian’ 
maintenance fee increase.

On Thursday, January 5, Sena-
tor Ruben Diaz, Sr. and Assembly-
man Luis Sepulveda announced a 
resolution to the months-long bat-
tle over a 15.19% maintenance fees 
increase at PSC to the delight of 
many condo owners during a town 
hall meeting at St. Paul’s Church 
gymnasium on 1891 McGraw Av-
enue.

During an extensive question 
and answer period, condo owners 
learned that unit owners who meet 
documented fi nancial hardship re-
quirements of 30 to 40% income 
levels would pay the maintenance 
increase over four years.

Senator Diaz has introduced 
a Bill of Rights for Condominium 
Owners (Senate Bill 510) which is 
being carried in the Assembly by 
Sepulveda.

The proposed legislation will al-
low unit owners to review or copy 
the IRS Form 990; approved meet-
ing minutes; bank and fi nancial 
statements; health, building code 

and safety inspection reports; ac-
countant and consultant reports; 
bid proposals and expenditure re-
ceipts of a condominium .

PSC’s board would be required 
to suggest expense limits every 
fi ve years and be prohibited from 
entering into contracts for any 
‘extraordinary’ non-emergency 
expenses without the unit owners’ 
approval.

The attorney general would be 
authorized to enforce these provi-
sions and may investigate allega-
tions of any failure to comply.

Diaz appreciates all the legal 
work which prevented the evic-
tion of any of the 8,286 unit own-
ers for failing to pay the increase.

“This will show Parkchester’s 
Board that the people are pay-
ing attention, that transparency 
matters and that the board will 
be held accountable,” expressed 
Diaz. “Assemblyman Sepulveda 
and I realize that condo owners 
who live in not-for-profi t condos 
like the Parkchester South Condo-
miniums need more protection.”

“We have shown the 
Parkchester board of directors 
that we will not stand idly by with-
out protecting the rights of minor-

ity owners,” said Sepulveda. “This 
is only a fi rst step in having our 
sway over our rights. We will be 
heard!”

As previously reported, PSC 
explained the 15.19% temporary 

maintenance fee hike was neces-
sary to address wide-spread wa-
ter infi ltration and damage to the 
buildings’ roof slabs which re-
quired immediate attention.

If not, this would lead to ceiling 

collapses resulting in potential 
injuries, owner displacement and 
units in a state of disrepair render-
ing them unsellable.

Once work is completed by 
year’s end, PSC’s board intends to 
revert the maintenance fees back 
to 2015 levels of 2.5%.

PSC informed condo owners in 
a letter from Thursday, December 
15 that there will be no common 
charge increase in 2017.

PSC has since completed 50% 
of inspections and hopes to com-
plete all inspections by the end of 
the year.

The board is currently re-
viewing several projects, includ-
ing modernizing 143 elevators, 
security emergency call stations 
around the property, upgrading 
intercoms and heating system ef-
fi ciencies among others.

PSC has begun posting com-
mon charge updates on its web-
site, www.parkchester.org, and 
will send email blasts relating to 
unit owners’ building, section and 
property.

Condo owners with any ques-
tions or concerns are asked to con-
tact PSC’s management offi ces at 
(718) 320-6000.

Parkchester South Condo settlement reached

Senator Diaz (l) and Assemblyman Sepulveda discussed the latest developments in 
a months-long battle over the 15.19% increase in maintenance fees at Parkchester 
South Condominiums. Photo by Bob Kappstatter
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Meet the directors and representatives 
of some of the best day camps 

and sleep away camps 
all under one roof. 

ONE FAMILY 
ATTENDING THAT DAY

WILL WIN 
A FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

TO THE MAMARONECK BEACH 
& YACHT CLUB WORTH 

OVER $8,000! 

Children are welcome to attend.

Mamaroneck Beach & Yacht Club
555 S. Barry Ave., Mamaroneck

From 1 to 4 p.m.

To register, visit 
WestchesterFamily.com/CampFair

YOU’RE INVITED

WESTCHESTER FAMILY

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
For the second year run-

ning, the Bronx has led all 
fi ve NYC boroughs in chain 
store growth according to a 
recent survey. 

The ninth annual State of 
the Chains report released 
by the Center for Urban Fu-
ture pegged growth in Bronx 
chain stores at 4.2 percent 
for the period of August 2015 
to August 2016. 

This was the largest leap 
upwards of any of the bor-
oughs. 

National retailers that 
opened new locations in the 
borough include Dollar Tree 
with 16 new locations as well 
as Dunkin Donuts, Metro 
PCS and T-Mobile which 
added three stores each, ac-
cording to the report. 

The areas of the borough 
having the greatest number 
of chain stores according to 
the report are the 10475 zip 
code in Co-op City, where the 
Bay Plaza Mall and Mall at 
Bay Plaza is located, with 86 
national retailers, up from 
77 in 2015; the 10462 zip code 
in Parkchester which had 80 
chain stores in 2016 and 81 
the year before; and 10451 
in Highbridge and Morrisa-
nia with 76 in 2016 and 69 in 
2015. 

The borough is seeing a 

mix of national retail and 
food sector growth, said Jon-
athan Bowles, CUF execu-
tive director. 

Bowles indicated that 
given the population of the 
borough, and the satura-
tion of national retailers in 
Manhattan, expansion in 
the borough is expected to 
continue. 

“The Bronx was prob-
ably poised for this growth 
for years,” said Bowles.  “I 
think that for a number of 
years the Bronx was proba-
bly under retailed given the 
amount of people there and 
the buying power.”

The borough’s residents 
should expect job oppor-
tunities and amenities of 
having shopping options 
nearby that can attract 
other employers. 

“While these may not be 
six fi gure jobs for the most 
part, they have been a grow-
ing source of jobs in the bor-
ough,” he said. “They are 
often an important entry 
point in the labor force for 
a lot of people and that can-
not be diminished…for a lot 
of people a retail job can be 
that important fi rst rung on 
the ladder.” 

Nunzio Del Greco, presi-
dent of the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce, said that na-

tional franchises are driven 
to locations where there’s 
money and consumers. 

“I think that it is a posi-
tive thing,” he said, adding 
“They view the Bronx as 
an area where they can set 
up locations to generate in-
come and revenue.” 

Del Greco believes that 
the national chains can 
complement existing ‘mom 
and pop’ stores and local re-
tailers. 

“There are always going 
to be people that are going 
to be upset about franchises 
because they feel that it is 
unfair competition to the 
small ‘mom and pops,’”said 
Del Greco. “But I think in 
the Bronx especially, where 
you have a lot of very close 
knit communities and loyal 
customers, those establish-
ments are not going away 
because they have loyal 
customers, provide great 
customer service and they 
have relationships in the 
community.” 

At the White Plains Road 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict, Joe Thompson, BID 
executive director, said that 
chain stores could draw in 
business and awareness 
to the BID that ultimately 
benefi ts other non-chain 
stores.

‘State of the Chains’ 
shows 4.2 % growth

Chain store growth in the borough led the city over the most recent one-year period at 4.2 percent 
growth from August 2015 to August 2016. It was the second year in a row the borough led all other 
boroughs in percentage growth in this study. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio



or third week in February, 
said George Torres, district 
manager. 

Torres said he wants the 
process to be as transpar-
ent as possible, and that the 
board has 60 days to make a 
recommendation. 

“I want people from all 
over the borough to tes-
tify,” he said of the hearing. 
“This is one of the last large 
parcels of land in the Bronx 
where we have some say 
over what will happen.” 

Meanwhile, Prestige 
Properties, developer the 
Mall at Bay Plaza and Bay 
Plaza Shopping Center, 
across from the project, 
continues to oppose the 
scope of the proposed devel-
opment, stated spokesman 
Hank Sheinkopf.

 He stated there’s still 
200,000 square feet of avail-
able retail space at Bay 
Plaza.  

“We believe the pro-
posed retail/outlet center 
will cause a loss of tenants 
and risk the 5,000 jobs that 
Bay Plaza created,” stated 
Sheinkopf. 

He added the project 
would jam access roads to 
Co-op City, an assertion 
that Drew Greenwald of 
Grid disputes. 

Greenwald stated that a 
Baychester Square traffi c 
engineering report that’s 
part of a mandated Environ-
mental Impact Statement 
“does not show signifi cant 
differences between the 
build and no-build options 

from a traffi c perspective.” 
“What this means is that 

shoppers primary means 
of getting to Baychester 
Square, other than those 
who live in Co-op City, will 
not require passing through 
the existing traffi c morass 
at Co-op City,” stated Green-
wald.

Speak Up for a Better 
Bronx, a coalition of busi-
ness and community activ-
ists, sent to elected and lo-
cal offi cials copies of 64,000 
signatures its canvassers 
collected from individuals 
who do not want additional 
traffi c in and near Co-op 
City, according to the orga-
nization. 

Copies of the petitions 
were sent to Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz Jr.; As-
semblymen Marcos Crespo 
and Michael Benedetto; 
Councilmen Andy King and 
James Vacca; Linda Berk, 
Riverbay Corporation pres-
ident; community boards 
10, 11 and 12, as well as City 
Planning. 

“The 64,000 individuals 
who have signed the peti-
tions are seeking more af-
fordable housing, commu-
nity facilities, a new park 
or a senior facility,” stated 
a Speak Up for a Better 
Bronx representative in an 
email. “Local residents do 
not want additional traf-
fi c in the area, which will 
only negatively impact air 
quality, safety and quality 
of life.” 

The representative 
stated that SUFBB is plan-

ning on hosting a rally and 
community meetings. 

An earlier Bronx Times 
report stated that Bay Pla-
za’s operators and tenants 
are providing some support 
to SUFBB. 

Greenwald said that 
Prestige has not presented 
any data to substantiate 
their traffi c concerns. 

“They are simply run-
ning a very aggressive 
in your face campaign to 
maintain the monopoly 
they have enjoyed for sev-
eral decades,” stated Green-
wald, “EDC numbers show 
that there is $1.7 billion of 
retail leakage in this pri-
mary trade area (within 
three miles) as Bronx resi-
dents are forced into lower 
Westchester to broaden 
their retail choices.” 

Greenwald stated that, 
as part of the project, 178-
units of senior housing will 
be constructed on the west-
ern edge of the mall site. 

“NYCEDC is excited 
to be part of a project that 
will pioneer modern senior 
living in the Bronx,” said 
Báez, adding “Moreover, 
this project stands to be a 
major job generator that 
will deliver quality on-site 
shopping and help meet the 
north Bronx’s strong retail 
demand,” 

Baychester Square 
would feature affordable 
housing, several acres of 
open space and community 
amenities, she said. 
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Bay Plaza vs. Baychester Square

Delayed ice rink project 
receives state money

The vacant Kingsbridge Armory towers over the surrounding Kingsbridge Heights neighborhood. 
Plans to convert the building into a massive indoor skating facility just got $108 million in proposed 
state funding. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

he saw as a lack of part-
nership and enthusiasm 
for the projects from City 
Hall, and urged more coop-
eration from Mayor de Bla-
sio’s administration.

“We can only hope now 
that the administration 
will see the wisdom in 
bringing these projects to 
fruition,” he stated.

The project, approved 
while Michael Bloomberg 
was still mayor, has been 
stalled in litigation be-
tween the development 
company, Kingsbridge Na-
tional Ice Center, and the 
NYC Economic Develop-
ment Corporation since 
June of last year.  

KNIC, led by former 
New York Ranger star 
Mark Messier, fi led a law-
suit alleging breach of 
contract against the EDC 

for failing to turn over the 
lease to the property to the 
developers so they could 
acquire fi nancing. 

However the EDC had 
argued the developer 
needed to acquire adequate 
funding before the lease 
was granted. 

A New York Supreme 
Court judge sided with the 
city last month, but an ap-
peal by the developer was 
expected.   

However, Cuomo’s fund-
ing would likely be enough 
to convince the EDC to 
turn over the lease to the 
developer.  

“This announcement 
affi rms the state’s com-
mitment to revitalize the 
long-vacant Kingsbridge 
Armory, which will bring 
hundreds of needed jobs 
to the Bronx,” said ESD 
spokeswoman Amy Var-

ghese.
The state funding would 

go towards Phase 1 of the 
project construction, Var-
ghese said.

Anthony Hogrebe, 
spokesman for the EDC, 
said the department ap-
preciated the state’s pro-
posed funding and looked 
forward to receiving addi-
tional details. 

Another longtime proj-
ect proponent, Senator 
Gustavo Rivera, called the 
project an economic en-
gine for the surrounding 
neighborhoods.

Assemblyman Jeffrey 
Dinowitz has been pushing 
for the project to get up and 
running for years. 

A spokesman said he 
was still reviewing the 
governor’s plan and could 
not yet comment on the 
proposal. 

from Page 1
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ACHIEVE
3 TO 6 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
IN ONE YEAR!!!

“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S READING PROBLEM
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Three New York City 

public schools in the Bronx 
will likely close at the end of 
the school year due to unmet 
academic benchmarks, the 
NYC Department of Educa-
tion announced last week. 

The three schools on the 
chopping block are Leader-
ship Institute in Claremont 
Village, Junior High School 
145 Arturo Toscanini in Bel-
mont and Monroe Academy 
for Visual Arts and Design 
in Soundview. 

The schools are part of 
the School Renewal Pro-
gram put forth by the DOE 
in 2014 to help turn around 
struggling city schools.

Parents received letters 
from the education depart-
ment Monday, January 9 
announcing the their chil-
dren’s schools would close at 
the end of the current school 
year. The letters cited sub-
standard math and English 
language arts test scores, 
and in some cases declining 
enrollment, for the planned 
closings.

Parent information set-

tings were scheduled for the 
evening of Thursday, Janu-
ary 12, at the schools to al-
low concerned parents and 
students to raise concerns 
and ask questions. 

Students at Leadership 
Institute and their parents 
used the hearing as an op-
portunity to hold a rally 
outside the school calling on 
the DOE to keep their school 
open.

“I don’t even consider 
them classmates anymore 
- this is family,” said junior 
George Jiminez. “We have 
a family here and I really 
don’t want to give that up. 
Attendance went up, gradu-
ation, regents scores went 
up- we’ve done everything 
we could.”

Parent Natasha Vann, 
who spoke along with her 
junior class daughter Akira, 
said it simply wasn’t fair that 
students could be shipped 
to other schools across the 
city, despite the fact that the 
school met fi ve of the seven 
benchmarks the the edu-
cation department tasked 
them with and had created 

a welcoming learning com-
munity. 

“It is not fair that they 
have to be shipped all the 
way to Brooklyn or all the 
way to Manhattan when this 
is the closest school to their 
home,” Vann said. “There 
are a lot of shelters here, 
right up the block for exam-
ple, and those kids can’t af-
ford to go anywhere else.”

Vann said the school 
had already boosted atten-
dance from 60 percent to 80 
percent, and simply needed 
more support than what it 
was getting from the DOE.

“They need more than 
what you are giving them,” 
Vann said. “I know what 
you are giving them, and 
it’s not enough to maintain 
a school.”

 Veteran English and 
technology teacher at J.H.S. 
145 Arturo Tuscanini Craig 
Moss said teachers faced 
hurdles at his school that 
made meeting the DOE 
benchmarks impossible.

“We have 298 students, 
and 140 of them arrived at 
the school directly from the 

Dominican Republic,” Moss 
said. “Forty-nine additional 
students are from another 
17 different countries. We 
have 52 students living in 
shelters. These are tough 
conditions, and we do what 
we can.”

While many of those stu-
dents speak English as their 
second language, the school 
is woefully short of English 
as second language, or ESL, 
teachers, Moss said.

“The renewal program 
was supposed to provide ad-
ditional resources, but we 
have operated with no bi-
lingual science teacher, no 
bilingual math teacher or 
ELA teacher or social stud-
ies teacher, just one EFL 
teacher to service 140 kids 
when the mandated number 
is one per 40 kids.”

The school had gone 
without an assistant prin-
cipal this school year until 
just last week and only has 
one certifi ed math teacher 
and one certifi ed science 
teacher for the entre stu-
dent body, and it hasn’t had 
a math coach in six years, 
Moss added.  

“We faced tough odds, 
and we’re about to be pun-
ished for doing what we 
could with what we were 
given,” Moss said.

 Some who worked at the 
struggling Renewal Schools 
said the writing had been on 
the wall for several years. 

Tom Porton retired last 
year after 47 years as an Eng-
lish and drama teacher at 
James Monroe High School 
and then the current Mon-

roe Academy after clashing 
with administrators over 
his efforts to teach AIDs pre-
vention. 

He said the renewal 
school program turnaround 
was set to fail from the 
start.

“Three years ago they 
announced the renewal 
schools and said the schools 
had three years to turn 
themselves around,” Porton 
said. “But they actually an-
nounced that almost a year 
into the three years, giving 
the schools only two years 
to turn themselves around. 
It was pretty clear the turn-
around timetable was being 
manipulated towards clos-
ing the schools.” 

The DOE’s philosophy 
that replacing large schools 
like the 70-year-old former 
James Monroe High School 
with several smaller schools 
in the same building to pro-
vide a better education for 
students was not working as 
well as planned.

“James Monroe was re-
placed by four schools, and 
every one of those schools 
has closed - this is the 
fourth,” he said. “And each 
school that replaced the old 
Monroe was replaced with 
another school. They closed 
the big school on the premise 
that the small schools were 
going to be so much better, 
and yet everything that re-
placed it has failed.”  

The smaller schools also 
have less leadership and 
teacher competency, Por-
ton said, since there are no 
academic departments led 

by department chairs but in-
stead have one administra-
tor overseeing all subjects.

“The level of incompe-
tence at the small schools is 
pretty scary,” he said.

In addition Porton said 
having schools closing down 
on a regular basis not only 
hurts the community iden-
tity, but creates a logistical 
nightmare for graduates in 
need of documentation such 
as transcripts.  

He said he feared Monroe 
would be replaced with yet 
another small school, or per-
haps a charter school.     

Also facing changes is 
the Young Scholars Acad-
emy, a middle school in Wil-
liamsbridge, which will be 
merged with another small 
middle school at the same 
location.

When reached for com-
ment on the closings, a 
Department of Education 
spokesman stated the de-
partment will work closely 
with families of students 
from the closing and con-
tracting schools to fi nd a 
higher-performing school 
that meets their needs.

 “All students will receive 
individualized enrollment 
support from the superinten-
dent’s staff and Family Wel-
come Center counselors,” 
the department representa-
tive stated. “Families and 
school staff are encouraged 
to attend an upcoming fo-
rum to stay informed during 
this transition. All students 
will have the opportunity to 
attend a higher performing 
school next year.”.  

3 Bronx failing schools targeted to close 

Parent Natasha Vann speaks out against the just-announced closing of her daughter’s high school, 
Leadership Institute, one of three Bronx schools set to close at the end of the school year. 
 Arthur Cusano
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St. Martin de Porres Society,

St. Frances of Rome Honor MLK
St. Frances of Rome Church and St. Martin de Porres Society celebrated the life and legacy of the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Sunday, January 15 
at the 4307 Barnes Avenue parish. St. Francis of Assisi School and Our Lady of Grace School students gave incredible dance performances honoring the late 
civil rights leader. Awards were presented to Debbie Marogh-Thompson and Sharon Brown in recognition of their service to the community. Our Lady of Grace 
principal Richard Helmrich (back, l) and second grade teacher Patricia Latty (2nd row, r) with second grade singers and dancers. Photo by Laura Ston

(Above Far left) Sylvia Kennedy (r) of St. Martin de Porres Church presented 
the Correspondent Secretary Award to Sharon Brown (l).

(Above left) Debbie Marogh-Thompson (l) graciously accepted her Women’s 
Club Award from Cynthia Rankie (r) of St. Martin de Porres Church.

(Above) Cosmas Balogen (l) of St. Martin de Porres Church presented an 
award to St. Frances of Rome Church which was accepted by Fr. Francis 
Oroffa (r), associate pastor

(Above right) Deacon John Maulucci opened the program with a prayer.

(Above Insert) Our Lady of Grace dancers performed a praise dance at the 
ceremony

(Left) Our Lady of Grace second graders gave a stirring performance of 
‘Marching on to Freedom Land’. Photo by Laura Stone
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A community-based initiative 

to help police thwart crime is 
moving forward.

The effort to establish a com-
munity patrol in the northeast 
Bronx, Community on Patrol 
Corp., is in the process of being 
certifi ed a 501(c)3 non-profi t orga-
nization, said founder Niko Kri-
tikos. The group hopes to start 
operation as soon as possible. 

They are currently holding a 
fundraising raffl e with a draw-
ing set for Sunday, April 30, he 
said. 

The patrol will focus on the 
45th Precinct with the exception 
of Co-op City, said Kritikos. 

“The fundraiser is basically 
so we can get insurance for the 
patrol,” said Kritikos, adding 
several people are interested in 
volunteering and the group has a 
personal use vehicle that will be 
converted into a patrol car. 

Raffl e tickets are being sold 
for $5 each or $20 for fi ve tickets, 
and can be purchased on the or-
ganization’s  website: www.com-
munityonpatrol.org. Gift certifi -
cates will be awarded as prizes, 

he said. 
His motivation for starting 

the patrol, which initially was 
going to include training pro-
vided by the NYPD until brass 
placed a moratorium on a city-
wide civilian patrol program, 
was his own observations in his 
Country Club community and 
others nearby, he said. 

“My own motivation was be-
ing involved in the community 
(and) being hit by a drunk driver 
in a hit and run,” he said.

Even more importantly, ac-
cording to Kritikos, are crimes 
occurring at night like theft of 
spare change from inside cars 
and of bicycles the he believes 
need attention. 

“These (types of crimes) are 
very important to the commu-
nity,” he said, adding he also 
plans on two initiatives in ad-
dition to the patrol: an effort to 
help people who cannot walk in 
the snow get rides and a ‘stranger 
danger’ children’s effort.  

Patrol training is planned in-
house using state civilian obser-
vation patrol guidelines, he said. 

The patrol would function as 

the eyes and ears of the police, 
and would not tackle  crimes in 
progress.

Th patrol members would alert 

police and wait for responders. 
He believes a patrol can act as 

a crime deterrent and encourage 
more accurate crime reporting 

that could lead to allocation of 
more resources to the 45th Pre-
cinct. 

Local activist Annie Boller 
is assisting the effort by helping 
with offi ce work and website cre-
ation. 

Boller said that thefts of auto 
tires and rims are getting out of 
hand, and a greater community 
presence is needed. 

A retired cop and an advocate 
of community efforts to support 
police and halt crime, John Ma-
rano, said the new patrol needs 
support of police and elected of-
fi cials. 

“I think his success will be 
based on his relationship with 
both,” he said, adding commu-
nication must be kept open at all 
times. 

Irrespective of any patrol, the 
community should get more in-
volved and call 911 or 311 when 
they see something that doesn’t 
look right, he said.  

“If there were more people 
getting involved on their own, 
including business and property 
owners, it would help the commu-
nity overall,” he said. 

Planned patrol in 45th Pct. ready to roll 

Niko Kritikos (l), president of Community on Patrol, and Annie Boller, who is assist-
ing in the effort, recently got new uniforms to broadcast their presence. Photo 
courtesy of Community on Patrol

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
For years, parents and 

school staff have raised con-
cerns about the intersection 
at the rear entrance of P.S. 7 
Milton Fein School in Kings-
bridge.  

“There have been numer-
ous serious accidents,” said 
principal Frank Patterson. 
“It’s hard to see as you’re 
coming through here, and 
cars would come through 
and would get T-boned.” 

Last week, there was fi -
nally good news to report, in 
the form of a four-way stop at 
the intersection of Corlear 
Avenue and W. 232nd Street. 

Up until now, there were 
only stop signs on 232nd 
Street, making the cross-
ing treacherous for students 
headed to and from the ele-
mentary school. 

A collision occurred at the 
intersection just last month, 
said Councilman Andrew Co-
hen at a press conference at 
the intersection held Wednes-
day, January 11. 

However, since recent 
NYC Department of Trans-

portation data showed pedes-
trian counts had gone up and 
there have been slightly more 
crashes in the area, Cohen 
said he was able to get the ad-
ditional stop signs approved.

The new four-way stop 
was a common sense move to 
make the high traffi c inter-
section safer, he said.

“This has honestly been a 
passion of mine for the three 
years I’ve been in offi ce since 
the principal brought it to my 

attention,” Cohen told those 
on hand for the morning 
event.

Patterson said the request 
went back 40 years and sev-
eral principals, but did not be-
come reality until Cohen took 
on the problem.

“Our only wish is that it 
doesn’t take as long to get a 
crossing guard for the inter-
section, because we want that, 
too,” Patterson said.

Cohen said the city coun-

cil had pledged to fund cross-
ing guards when needed, but 
said the task of assigning such 
guards was that of the 50th 
Precinct. 

Patterson said a request for 
a guard had already been sub-
mitted to the precinct.

DOT Bronx Acting Com-
missioner Navaro Lopez said 
safety is a big priority for the 
DOT, especially under the 
mayor’s Vision Zero program.

“We know this is a loca-
tion with a lot of schools and 

a very robust elderly popula-
tion, so we want to make sure 
this intersection and all inter-
sections in the community are 
safe,” Lopez said.

P.S. 7 Parent Teacher As-
sociation vice-president Rich-
ard Espinal, who attended 
the event with his 9-year-old 
daughter, Viana, a student at 
the school, thanked Cohen and 
Patterson for making the inter-
section safer.

“Not to aggrandize the mo-
ment because we are talking 
about a stop sign, but this has 
been an important issue for 
the parents,” Espinal said.

Kingsbridge school fi nally gets 4-way stop

Councilman Andrew Cohen announced the installation of a four-way stop 
sign outside P.S. 7 in Kingsbridge last week alongside school and DOT rep-
resentatives. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

Tax preparer 
sentenced

Preet Bharara, the US Attorney for 
the Southern District of NY, and Kathy 
A. Enstrom, acting special agent in 
charge of the NY Field Offi ce of the IRS, 
Criminal Investigations, announced 
that Flor Soto, an associate of K&S 
Tax Solution, Inc., was sentenced to 87 
months in prison by the US District 
Judge Kimba M. Wood. Soto had previ-
ously pled guilty to theft of public funds 
in connection with her participation 
in a lucrative scheme to fi le fraudulent 
and false tax returns, so as to receive 
tax refunds in the form of checks and 
wire transfers. 

Together with others at K&S, Soto 
successfully stole over $24 million in 
tax refunds by submitting false tax re-
turns using stolen identities, most of 
which had been stolen from residents of 
Puerto Rico. 

To date, 14 employees and associ-
ates of K&S, in addition to Soto, have 
been convicted in connection with this 
scheme.
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Bronx residents Marco Shalma 

and Gillian Todd are attempting to 
bring new media and some positiv-
ity to the south Bronx through an 
online TV channel called The Blox.

Shalma and Todd, creators of the 
production company Round Seven, 
want to showcase some of the cul-
ture the Bronx has to offer.

“Being members of the commu-
nity, we see a lot of positive things 
about the Bronx and we wanted to 
highlight that,” said Todd.

The new media content will be 
available at the theblox.tv and, ac-
cording to Todd, much of the con-
tent is already in the production 
and post production stages.

Todd highlighted some of the 
new shows Bronxites can expect to 
see in the coming weeks.

One of the fi rst shows on the 
channel will be Bloxpedia.

It will provide short videos high-
lighting certain Bronx attractions 
such as Mott Haven and the Bronx 
Zoo.

Todd said in the next couple 
weeks they will slowly roll out new 
Bloxpedia videos.

Then in late January or early 
February, the team will offi cially 

launch The Blox TV channel.
Todd, who has lived in the Bronx 

for four years, said she hopes The 
Blox shines a more positive light on 
the borough.

“When you google the Bronx the 
fi rst two suggestions are usually 
crimes or fi res,” she said. “Not re-
ally positive stuff.”

She added she hopes the content 
really highlights the diversity and 

culture of people in the Bronx.
“It’s really important to us,” she 

said.
Shalma, a nine year resident of 

the Bronx, shares his feelings.
“I’d like the Bronx, it’s sense of 

community, it’s talent and the won-
derful people that live here to get 
proper representation for a change,” 
he said.

Shalma is also hoping The Blox 

will encourage young Bronxites to 
stay and grow in the Bronx.

“I entered this project hoping to 
help young Bronxites understand 
that success doesn’t mean they need 
to leave the borough physically or 
ideologically,” he said.

Round Seven recently had a 
casting call on Saturday, January 
14, for another new show called Up 
the Blox.

Up the Blox will serve as a news 
style show that will feature differ-
ent hosts over the course of the pro-
gram.

Todd was excited about the dif-
ferent people that showed up to the 
three-hour casting call.

“It was so great,” she said. “We 
had really great people - really 
different people - which is exactly 
what we’re looking for. We really 
want to work with people to develop 
their voice.”

Todd said the prospective hosts 
brought with them ideas including 
fashion, music and exploring the 
borough.

For those interested in becom-
ing a host on Up The Blox, Todd 
said Round Seven will be hosting 
casting calls for the show once a 
month for the foreseeable future.

When the show airs later this 
winter, it will air two to three times 
a week and then eventually become 
a daily show.

Todd encouraged those looking 
for more information on The Blox 
to check them out on Twitter, Face-
book and Instagram at @thebloxtv.

In addition, viewers can visit 
their YouTube page which already 
has a few videos available.

Bronxites Create Bronx-Based Online TV 

(l-r) TheBlox.TV’s team is Stephen Serra, Freda Guo, Brian Edgar, Kahleem Poole, Gillian Todd and Marco Shalma. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The United States Postal Service is 

months into a major mailbox security under-
taking in the Bronx, but the extended length 
of the project is a topic of growing concern by 
borough offi cials.

The USPS began removing the ubiquitous 
blue drop boxes from the entire borough this 
past fall to make them immune to fi shing, a 
method of stealing mail from a mailbox by 
dropping an object covered in glue or an-
other sticky substance into the mail slot and 
them pulling the mail out. 

Fishing thefts continue to be a problem 
citywide. 

More than $11,000 in checks were stolen 
from an East Harlem mailbox by someone 
using the method in recent months, accord-
ing to various published reports. 

The stolen checks were placed in the box 
by Boriken Neighborhood Health Center, 
who eventually caught on when vendors re-
ported not receiving payments.

While most residents welcome the safety 
improvements, many did not welcome the 
inconvenience of losing their neighborhood 
mailbox, particularly during this past holi-
day season. 

Making matters worse, residents were 
not provided with advanced notice that the 
removals would occur. 

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz for in-
stance, who has been frustrated by the or-
deal,  claims the postal service has failed to 
answer his questions or provide a timeline 
for the mailboxes to be returned.

“This is a situation that could have been 
managed had my offi ce and other elected 
offi cials been contacted and informed this 
would be happening,” Dinowitz stated on 
Friday, January 6. “We could have worked 
together to make sure people could still post 
their mail while these mailboxes were being 
replaced. 

“Sadly, the USPS decided it was not im-
portant to keep us in the loop, nor did they 
seem to think this is important enough issue 
to address in a timely fashion.“

Suggestions that the postal service set up 
temporary collection stations in areas with 
no mailboxes have been implemented by the 
service, Dinowitz added.

Representatives from the USPS met with 
Community Board 10 on Tuesday, January 
17 during a committee meeting to discuss the 
situation in Co-op City, said Board 10 chair-

man Martin Prince. 
He said the representatives, led by U.S. 

Postal Inspection Service spokeswoman 
Donna Harris and Bronx Postmaster Lil-
liam Rodriguez, apologized for not being 
more proactive in their communication with 
Bronx offi cials and residents. 

He said he was assured the situation was 
temporary. 

 “All the boxes will be returned,” Prince 
said.

Prince reminded residents that USPS 
mail carriers wiill pick up outgoing mail 
from residents’ homes until the mailboxes 
are replaced.

Harris confi rmed that a borough meeting 
would be scheduled soon to discuss the topic 

and that the project was ongoing.
A representative from the offi ce of Bor-

ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. also attended 
the January 17 meeting. 

Diaz’s spokesman, John DeSio, said the 
staff member requested a meeting between 
postal service offi cials and the borough 
board in the near future to get an update on 
the process and have questions answered.

“Mailbox fi shing has become a serious 
problem across the Bronx, and my offi ce 
looks forward to working with our commu-
nity boards, elected offi cials and the United 
States Post Offi ce to identify solutions that 
protect the integrity of our mail and postal 
system,” stated Diaz Jr. on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18.

Bronx offi cials to meet 
over missing mailboxes 

Mailboxes like the one pictured in front of an East Tremont post offi ce are being replaced to make 
them more secure against fi shing theft. However, many of the boxes removed last fall have yet to be 
returned. 
 Community News Group / Arthur Cusano





BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents at Jamie Towers, a 

624-unit, 12-acre Mitchell-Lama co-
operative, were blocked in their at-
tempt to start an ad hoc sharehold-
ers’ committee to address living 
conditions and recent increases in 
carrying charges and maintenance 
fees. 

Linda Milner, a shareholder at 
the cooperative, approached the 
cooperative’s executive board in 
November 2016 about creating the 
grievance committee.

According to a letter sent to As-
semblyman Luis Sepulveda, Milner 
gathered 200 signatures from Jamie 
Towers shareholders in support of 
the ad hoc committee.

However, a representative from 
the NYS Department of Housing 
and Community Renewal informed 
Milner that the cooperative’s execu-
tive board had the option of shut-
ting down the committee.

Sepulveda echoed the represen-
tative’s sentiments.

“[The shareholders] are well 
within their right,” said the assem-
blyman. “However, we must remem-

ber there is a duly elected board.”
In early January, after waiting 

two months for a response, the ex-
ecutive board rejected the share-
holder’s proposal for the ad hoc 
committee.

According to Milner’s letter, 
shareholder’s wanted the commit-
tee “for the purpose of providing 
advocacy and justice for safe, de-
cent and affordable housing.”

The committee would have had 
no power but would have created 
a place for the shareholders to let 
their concerns be heard.

Some shareholders have been 
battling with the executive board 
and management - First Service 
Residential - for months over higher 
fees and issues with their living 
conditions.

Barbara Jones, a 21-year resi-
dents of Jamie Towers, previously 
told the Bronx Times heat in the 
building has been inconsistent.

Jones, who serves as chair for 
Jamie Towers’ Gems and Gents Se-
nior Group, said there is insuffi cient 
outdoor lighting which can create a 
scary environment for seniors.

According to Jones, 60 percent 
of the residents in Jamie Towers 
are senior citizens and some are 80 
and 90 years old.

Milner said many residents 
are wondering why their carrying 
charges and fees are rising when 
the conditions in the building have 
not improved.

In addition, she said many of 
the residents in the building have 
retired and, while the charges and 
fees are rising, their income is not.

In 2016, air conditioner fees rose 
from $25 to $35 and parking fees 
rose from $50 to $75.

According to Milner, when she 
fi rst moved into Jamie Towers 
in 1994 her carrying charges and 
maintenance fees were approxi-
mately $480 per month.

By the mid 2000s they had 
reached approximately $600, she 
said, and by 2010 her carrying 
charges had climbed to $800.

In addition, Milner said the 
hours that security personnel are 
on the grounds have been reduced 
and shareholders were not notifi ed.

The Bronx Times asked multi-

ple times to speak with Earl Wash-
ington, president of the executive 
board, but he declined a phone in-
terview twice.

He did not respond to email ques-
tions at the time of this article.

The DHCR along with Senator 
Ruben Diaz and Sepulveda, met 
with shareholders and the execu-

tive board on November 4.
Mark Colon, president of the 

Offi ce of Housing Preservation for 
HCR, told Diaz the carrying charges 
and fees increases allow the state to 
make repairs to the cooperative.

The Bronx Times attempted to 
contact First Service Residential 
but did not receive any response.

with their goals: for Hart 
Island, helping to get it 
placement on the National 
Registry of Historic Places; 
for Mott Haven, gaining 
more recognition for the 
community’s three his-
toric districts, said Simeon 
Bankoff, HDC executive di-
rector. 

“The goal is to be where 
we can do the most good 
and be the most helpful,” 
said Bankoff, explaining 
the Six to Celebrate selec-
tion process. “We felt in 
both of these cases, the as-
sociations as groups had 
very clear goals in mind 
that we can help…bring 
them some attention.” 

Bankoff said that in 
Hart Island’s case, people 
on City Island may be fa-
miliar with it, but most 
people in the city aren’t. 

“It has been in operation 
since the Civil War and is 
the largest municipal cem-
etery,” said Bankoff of the 

island. 
Barbara Dolensek, 

CIHS vice-president, said 
that the group is looking to 
get the Hart Island placed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places before the 
NYC Department of Cor-
rections, which has juris-
diction over the cemetery 
and island, dismantles his-
toric buildings or artifacts 
dating back to the 19th cen-
tury. 

“It would bring posi-
tive attention to the island 
which it has not had,” said 
Dolensek, adding that its 
history goes beyond being 
a burial ground for the in-
digent. 

The island was used 
to train regiments during 
the Civil War, there were 
burials there during the 
war, and the island has 
been used for a variety of 
uses: from helping women 
overcome hysteria to youth 
drug use rehabilitation. 

Brooks said that as com-

mercial and residential 
development continues to 
intensify in Mott Haven 
in recent years, it is even 
more important to focus on 
the area’s history. 

“Everyone is focused on 
new building, the towers 
and the waterfront; I am 
saying let’s not forget how 
this whole thing started,” 
said Brooks, adding that 
he plans to bring heritage 
tourism into the commu-
nity as well as a ‘Mott Ha-
ven Decorator Show House’ 
to raise funds to showcase 
up and coming interior de-
signers. 

 “When you get selected 
by the Six to Celebrate, 
with it comes a wealth of 
technical support,” said 
Brooks, adding he is plan-
ning to create program-
ming for adults, as well as 
for schoolchildren. 

Mott Haven is home to 
three historic districts: 
Mott Haven East, Mott Ha-
ven and Bertine Block. 
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from Page 1

A row of homes that are part of the Mott Haven East Historic Dis-
trict on East 140th Street between Willis and Brook avenues is in-
dicative of the structures that can be found in the community’s 
three historic districts. Photo courtesy of MHHDA

Mott Haven, Hart Is. are ‘Six to Celebrate’

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

JT executive board denies 
co-op shareholders a voice

630 Pugsley Avenue, one of the buildings at Jamie Towers 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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