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It’s Bay Plaza vs. Baychester Square

M.S. 89 Cheerleaders At Citrus Bowl

BRONX MALLS
DUKE IT OUT

Continued on Page 60

Continued on Page 60

Delayed ice rink project gets state $$
The Bronx’s very own M.S. 89 Panthers cheerleading squad per-
formed for a sold out crowd of 70,000 people at the Buffalo Wild 
Wings Citrus Bowl on Saturday, December 31 in Orlando, FL. The 
Panthers’ many victories last season earned them the distinct 
honor of being one of the top eastern region cheerleading squads 
invited to perform in the Citrus Bowl. See more photos next 
week.              Photo courtesy of NIDC

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The long-delayed plan to 

turn the Kingsbridge Armory 
into a nation’s largest ice skat-
ing facility got a major infu-
sion of funding from Gover-
nor Cuomo in his State of the 
State presentation in Albany 
on Monday, January 9.

Empire State Development, 
New York’s economic devel-
opment arm, will provide 
$108 million to the project, to 
“bring new life to the century-
old armory and transform it 
into a hub of economic activity 
and commercial potential,” an 
ESD announcement explained 
soon afterwards.

The former Eighth Regi-
ment Armory, as it was for-
mally known, is located in 
Kingsbridge Heights at the 
corner of West Kingsbridge 
Road and Jerome Avenue, 
and was the largest military 
armory in the world until it 
closed 1996. 

The almost 5-acre struc-
ture has loomed over the 
Kingsbridge neighborhood va-
cant and neglected for most of 
the years since.  

Longtime Cuomo ally and 
borough president, Ruben 
Diaz Jr., welcomed the pro-
posed funding for the armory, 
as well as an additional $10 

million put aside to renovate 
the historic pavilion and build 
a performance space at Or-
chard Beach.

“I am thrilled that Gov-
ernor Cuomo has offered his 
support to major Bronx pro-
posals and institutions, spe-
cifi cally the reconstruction of 
Orchard Beach and the future 
of the Kingsbridge Armory,” 
Diaz stated. “These projects 
are top priorities of my admin-
istration and have the over-
whelming support of Bronx 
residents.”

However, Diaz criticized 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The NYC Department of 

City Planning has certifi ed 
a Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure for a proposed re-
tail mall and senior housing 
development. 

The ULURP process will 
move forward on the appli-
cation of Grid Properties, 
Gotham Properties and NYC 
Economic Development Cor-
poration for a zoning vari-
ance for the proposed 400,000 
square foot Baychester Square 
development on East Gun Hill 
Road near I-95. 

Currently, the city owns 
the land, which is a Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority 
site. 

An EDC spokeswoman, 
Stephanie Báez, said the city 

plans to sell the land to the de-
velopers if Baychester Square 
is approved and give the pro-
ceeds to MTA.  

DCP certifi ed the applica-
tion on Tuesday, January 17. 

As part of the proposal se-
nior housing is planned.

Bay Plaza and the Mall at 
Bay Plaza were constructed 
under the current allowable 
zoning density requirements 
while the Gun Hill Road proj-
ect’s ULURP requests almost 
a three fold increase in per-
missible  density. 

A public hearing is being 
planned on the matter at Com-
munity Board 12, likely for the 
second or third week in Feb-
ruary, said George Torres, 
district manager. 

Torres said he wants the 

process to be as transparent 
as possible, and that the board 
has 60 days to make a recom-
mendation. 

“I want people from all 
over the borough to testify,” 
he said of the hearing. “This 
is one of the last large parcels 
of land in the Bronx where we 
have some say over what will 
happen.” 

Meanwhile, Prestige Prop-
erties, developer the Mall at 
Bay Plaza and Bay Plaza Shop-
ping Center, across from the 
project, continues to oppose 
the scope of the proposed de-
velopment, stated spokesman 
Hank Sheinkopf.

 He stated there’s still 
200,000 square feet of available 
retail space at Bay Plaza.  
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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MKT 17.005

We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up today.

ENROLL BY JANUARY 31!

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is culturally sensitive, 
fl uent in more than 70 languages and ready to serve over half a million 
members with a robust network of primary care doctors and specialists. 
We’re here today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two historical locations in 

the borough have been selected 
for a designation that spotlights 
the city’s rich heritage. 

The Historic Districts Coun-
cil, as part of its Six To Cel-
ebrate 2017, has selected and 
highlighted the historical sig-
nifi cance of Mott Haven and 
Hart Island 

The Six to Celebrate is a des-
ignation that the advocacy or-
ganization uses to set preser-
vation priorities and channel 
resources to historical com-
munities in need of recogni-
tion across the city, according 
to HDC.  

In Mott Haven, which has 
town houses dating to the 19th 
century, HDC is working with 
Samuel Brooks at the Mott Ha-
ven Historic Districts Associa-
tion. 

In the case of Hart Island, 
which has a Civil War history 
and has been the city’s Potter’s 
Field since 1869, HDC is work-
ing with the City Island His-
torical Society and Hart Island 
Project. 

HDC will assist the groups 
with their goals: for Hart Is-
land, helping to get it placement 

Mott Haven, Hart Is. are ‘Six to Celebrate’

on the National Registry of His-
toric Places; for Mott Haven, 
gaining more recognition for 
the community’s three historic 
districts, said Simeon Bankoff, 

HDC executive director. 
“The goal is to be where we 

can do the most good and be the 
most helpful,” said Bankoff, ex-
plaining the Six to Celebrate se-

lection process. “We felt in both 
of these cases, the associations 
as groups had very clear goals 
in mind that we can help…bring 
them some attention.” 

Bankoff said that in Hart 
Island’s case, people on City Is-
land may be familiar with it, but 
most people in the city aren’t. 

“It has been in operation 
since the Civil War and is the 
largest municipal cemetery,” 
said Bankoff of the island. 

Barbara Dolensek, CIHS 
vice-president, said that the 
group is looking to get the Hart 
Island placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places be-
fore the NYC Department of Cor-
rections, which has jurisdiction 
over the cemetery and island, 
dismantles historic buildings 
or artifacts dating back to the 
19th century. 

“It would bring positive at-
tention to the island which it 
has not had,” said Dolensek, 
adding that its history goes be-
yond being a burial ground for 
the indigent. 

The island was used to train 
regiments during the Civil War, 
there were burials there during 
the war, and the island has been 
used for a variety of uses: from 

helping women overcome hyste-
ria to youth drug use rehabilita-
tion. 

Brooks said that as commer-
cial and residential develop-
ment continues to intensify in 
Mott Haven in recent years, it 
is even more important to focus 
on the area’s history. 

“Everyone is focused on new 
building, the towers and the 
waterfront; I am saying let’s 
not forget how this whole thing 
started,” said Brooks, adding 
that he plans to bring heritage 
tourism into the community as 
well as a ‘Mott Haven Decora-
tor Show House’ to raise funds 
to showcase up and coming in-
terior designers. 

 “When you get selected by 
the Six to Celebrate, with it 
comes a wealth of technical sup-
port,” said Brooks, adding he 
is planning to create program-
ming for adults, as well as for 
schoolchildren. 

Mott Haven is home to three 
historic districts: Mott Haven 
East, Mott Haven and Bertine 
Block. 

A row of homes that are part of the Mott Haven East Historic District on 
East 140th Street between Willis and Brook avenues is indicative of the 
structures that can be found in the community’s three historic districts. 
 Photo courtesy of MHHDA
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY or e-
mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town.

Birth Announcements

White Plains Hospital an-
nounces the following births 
of new Bronxites: 

•Brayden Thomas Keane 
was born on Wednesday, No-
vember 30 to parents Andrew 
and Christina Keane of Edge-
water Park. He weighed 9 
pounds and 15 ounces.

•Amanda Taveras was 
born on Saturday, Decem-
ber 10 to parents Edit Pau-
lino Perez and Carlos Taveras 
of Norwood. She weighed 5 
pounds and 12 ounces. 

•Ryan Janes Ramirez 

was born on Monday, Decem-
ber 19 to parents Donna and 

Michael of Waterbury-La-
Salle. He weighed 8 pounds 
and 9 ounces. 
Bronxite Serves In Japan 

Culinary Specialist Sea-
man Luis Castro is serving 
aboard the amphibious assault 
ship USS Bonhomme Richard 
which is forward-deployed to 
Sasebo, Japan, according to 
the U.S. Navy. 

Together As One Nyc 

The N.Y.P.D. and the May-
or’s Community Affairs Unit 
will present an interfaith ser-
vice on Thursday, January 26 
to bring police and various 
segments of the community 
together. 

Police, clergy, community 
members, youth and business 
leaders will met at the Latino 
Pastoral Center at 14 W. 170th 
Street from 6 to to 8 p.m. for 
the service. 

Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. 
Expect refl ections, light re-
freshments and fellowship. 

RSVP by Friday, January 
20 to Lorraine.Perez@nypd.
org or Kimberly.Ford@nypd.
org. 

U.S. Navy Specialist 3rd Class Jeanette Mullinax separates ribs in the 
ship’s kitchen. Photo courtesy of the U.S. Navy
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Metro-North service 
in the Bronx now 
doubled at Melrose 
and Tremont stations

Enjoy hourly Metro-North service at the Melrose and Tremont 
stations during these new extended hours:

mta.info/mnr 511
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RALPH SQUITIERI

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Elected offi cials and com-

munity residents broke 
ground on Friday, January 
13 for the new Bronx Com-
mons.

The 426,000 square foot 
campus will sit on the last of 
the Melrose Commons par-
cels and include 305 units of 
mixed income housing.

However, this project - 
headed by both the Women’s 
Housing and Economic De-
velopment Corporation and 
BFC Partners, will not just be 
about housing but also about 
Bronx culture. The project 
will include the Bronx Mu-
sic Hall, an auditorium, that 
seats 300 people and also 
serves as an arts-centered 
community hub.

According to a press re-
lease it will be “focused on 
the deeply-rooted history of 
cutting edge Bronx music.”

“The idea for this came 
from Bronx residents,” said 
Nancy Biberman, president 
of WHEDco. “It’s really im-
portant that everybody know 
that.”

“We’ve all learned about 
the history of Bronx music 

Bronx Commons to showcase a music venue

Borough President Diaz (c), local elected offi cials and Bronx Commons stakeholders broke ground for the new 
development. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

and the generations of dif-
ferent immigrant cultures 
that have come here and cre-
ated this fabulous fusion of 
music,” she continued. “The 
residents of the community 
have been involved in the de-
sign and the planning of the 
building over these many 
years.”

Mark Naison, professor 
of African American studies 
at Fordham University, was 
an early contributor to the 
Bronx Music Hall project.

“Fourteen years ago I 
was tapped on the shoulder 
by a number of people in the 
Bronx saying we need to have 
a project to identify and cel-
ebrate Bronx African Amer-
ican history,” said Naison 
at the groundbreaking. “So 
we began that at Fordham 
and we began interviewing 
people who grew up in this 
neighborhood.”

“One of the things we dis-
covered was that this com-
munity produced more vari-
eties of popular music than 
any place in the world,” he 
continued.

Naison said Biberman 
eventually brought him into 

WHEDco to discuss the work 
he had been doing. 

He said the group was 
able to turn “into brick and 
mortar” what had originally 
been an idea to celebrate 
Bronx music and culture.

The $11.4 million, 14,000 
square foot venue will be de-
signed by interactive-media 
design fi rm Local Project.

As for the mixed income 
housing portion of the proj-
ect, elected offi cials were 
pleased with the addition 
of new units in the south 
Bronx.

Councilmember Rafael 
Salamanca was adamant that 
the project include residents 
with varying incomes.

“We need to ensure that 
everyone in our community 
is served and has access 
to these units,” said Sala-
manca.

The annual household in-
come range for residents at 
the Bronx Commons is ex-
pected to be $22,032 for a 
household of three to $89,760 
for a household of three.

“Affordable housing is 
about more than four walls 

and a roof – and that is why 
the innovative, community-
based plan for Bronx Com-
mons will have such a power-
fully positive impact on local 
families.” said Don Capoccia, 
principal at BFC Partners.

In addition, some of the 
units will be available to peo-
ple fi ghting homelessness 
and families in the shelter 
system.

Biberman said one of the 
issues in New York City is 
that many New Yorkers are 
getting pushed out of their 
homes which creates less di-
versity in neighborhoods.
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KICK OFF A NEW YEAR WITH A 
WINNING CLEARANCE SALE

HOVER  BOARDS
 OR SMART

BALANCE WHEELS

PORTABLE
HEATERS

PROFESSIONAL  
PORTABLE 
PA SOUND 
SYSTEMS

STEP DOWN
STEP UP
TRANSFORMERS

$199 $49 $79 $1999

$1999

$8999

$999

$2999

$2499

$1495

$4999 $189 $299

$4999

$2999

$1999

$4995

$8995

$11999 $199

$3999

$5999

$12995

$9999 $24999

SMART WATCHES VIRTUAL REALITY 
GLASSES

DRONES
w/HD Video Cameras

starting at

from

Starting at 

Starting at 

and up

ACOUSTIC GUITAR

FULL SIZE ELECTRIC

GUITARS

Antennas

Freezer

Micro SD Cards

Patton

QFX

DVD PLAYERS

Nintendo

PAL/SECAM
110/220

Home

T Mobile
Simple Mobile
AT&T
Total Call

$299
50”

from

from

from

$999

from

from

$1999

FREE 100 Minutes

And Accessories

BLOWOUT SALE!

REMOTE CAR ALARM

Starting At

incl.500 Gig DVR

many sizes, colors & varieties All size available

All size available

Serato $69999

$999

starting at

Accesories

CAR RADIOS

As Low
As 

19” FLAT SCREEN 
SCREEN LCD 40” FLAT SCREEN TV

starting at VR BOX

NEW THIS SEASON

Smart Car Audio

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Smart Audio

We Repair 

$17999

$3999

Financing

As Low 

As

As Low As

PURCHASE CELL PHONE GET FREE 
HAIR EXTENSION STYLE KIT

SEND CREDIT HOME WITH

DIGICELL
FLOW

TOP UP
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SPECIAL
GRANDMA PIE

$20

2 LARGE
PIES

$29.99

BUY
2 LARGE PIES

GET FREE
2 LITER
SODA

http://bronx.news12.com/multimedia/video-bronx-residents-celebrate-
national-pizza-week-1.12947803

BRONX PIZZA WEEK

Bronx
Pizzeria

As Seen On

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Following a lengthy legal 

battle, a settlement has been 
reached with Parkchester 
South Condominium man-
agement over its ‘draconian’ 
maintenance fee increase.

On Thursday, January 5, 
Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr. and 
Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda 
announced a resolution to 
the months-long battle over a 
15.19% maintenance fees in-
crease at PSC to the delight of 
many condo owners during a 
town hall meeting at St. Paul’s 
Church gymnasium on 1891 
McGraw Avenue.

During an extensive ques-
tion and answer period, condo 
owners learned that unit own-
ers who meet documented fi -
nancial hardship require-
ments of 30 to 40% income 
levels would pay the main-
tenance increase over four 
years.

Senator Diaz has intro-
duced a Bill of Rights for Con-
dominium Owners (Senate 
Bill 510) which is being car-
ried in the Assembly by Sep-
ulveda.

The proposed legislation 
will allow unit owners to re-
view or copy the IRS Form 

Parkchester South Condo settlement reached

990; approved meeting min-
utes; bank and fi nancial state-
ments; health, building code 
and safety inspection reports; 
accountant and consultant re-
ports; bid proposals and ex-
penditure receipts of a condo-
minium .

PSC’s board would be re-
quired to suggest expense 
limits every fi ve years and be 

prohibited from entering into 
contracts for any ‘extraor-
dinary’ non-emergency ex-
penses without the unit own-
ers’ approval.

The attorney general would 
be authorized to enforce these 
provisions and may investi-
gate allegations of any failure 
to comply.

Diaz appreciates all the le-

gal work which prevented the 
eviction of any of the 8,286 
unit owners for failing to pay 
the increase.

“This will show 
Parkchester’s Board that the 
people are paying attention, 
that transparency matters 
and that the board will be held 
accountable,” expressed Diaz. 
“Assemblyman Sepulveda and 
I realize that condo owners 
who live in not-for-profi t con-
dos like the Parkchester South 
Condominiums need more 
protection.”

“We have shown the 
Parkchester board of direc-
tors that we will not stand 
idly by without protecting 
the rights of minority own-
ers,” said Sepulveda. “This is 
only a fi rst step in having our 
sway over our rights. We will 
be heard!”

As previously reported, 
PSC explained the 15.19% 
temporary maintenance fee 
hike was necessary to address 
wide-spread water infi ltration 
and damage to the buildings’ 
roof slabs which required im-
mediate attention.

If not, this would lead to 
ceiling collapses resulting in 
potential injuries, owner dis-

placement and units in a state 
of disrepair rendering them 
unsellable.

Once work is completed 
by year’s end, PSC’s board 
intends to revert the mainte-
nance fees back to 2015 levels 
of 2.5%.

PSC informed condo own-
ers in a letter from Thursday, 
December 15 that there will be 
no common charge increase 
in 2017.

PSC has since completed 
50% of inspections and hopes 
to complete all inspections by 
the end of the year.

The board is currently re-
viewing several projects, in-
cluding modernizing 143 el-
evators, security emergency 
call stations around the prop-
erty, upgrading intercoms 
and heating system effi cien-
cies among others.

PSC has begun posting 
common charge updates on 
its website, www.parkchester.
org, and will send email blasts 
relating to unit owners’ build-
ing, section and property.

Condo owners with any 
questions or concerns are 
asked to contact PSC’s man-
agement offi ces at (718) 320-
6000.

Senator Diaz (l) and Assemblyman Sepulveda discussed the latest de-
velopments in a months-long battle over the 15.19% increase in mainte-
nance fees at Parkchester South Condominiums. 
 Photo by Bob Kappstatter
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START YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION 
EARLY WITH THE NEWEST WAY TO 

RESHAPE YOUR BODY 

4915 Broadway, NY, NY 10034
750 Mclean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

37-73 103rd St, Corona NY 11368

718-804-5452
Adam Y. Goldman, MD

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE Consultation at one of our offi ces 

Financing available

A NEW 
non-invasive 

body contouring 
system for the 
reduction of 

stubborn fat in 
the areas such 

as abdomen and 
love handles..

nymetrovein.com
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40 Precinct
Thursday, January 12 at 10:00 a.m.  --  A 

robbery occurred at an apartment on East 156th 
Street. A Hispanic man entered a 59-year-old 
woman’s apartment when she was not home. 
Shortly after entering he was confronted by the 
woman in the hallway and simulated having a gun. 
He told her to open the door and once inside took 
two tablet computers, a Play Station, $380 cash 
and three watches. He then fled. The person police 
are looking for is about five feet, eight inches tall 
and weighs about 190 pounds. He has a pony tail 
and medium tone blotchy skin.

42 Precinct 
Thursday, January 5 at 9:50 a.m. -- A 

16-year-old man was the victim of a robbery af-
ter exiting a bus near Webster Avenue and East 
167th Street. He was walking on East 167th Street 
when someone approached him from behind and 
began talking to him. When they passed in front 
of 467 E. 167th Street, the person following the 
victim said he had a gun on him and demanded 
the 16-year-old’s cellphone. The victim handed 
over his iPhone. The person who took the phone 
is described as a black male who is close to six-
feet-tall and weighing about 160 pounds. He has a 
dark complexion and was last seen wearing a blue 
hooded sweatshirt, a blue vest, blue sweatpants 
and brown boots.

44 Precinct
Thursday, December 15 at 5:00 p.m. -- Cops 

received a report of petit larceny at dollar store located 
at 1362 Jerome Avenue. A Hispanic man with a light 
complexion took a cashier drawer containing $462. 
The person taking the drawer is described as having a 
light complexion and being around five feet, ten inches 
tall. He was last seen wearing a black skull cap, black 
hooded sweatshirt, gray pants and black boots.

45 Precinct
Sunday, January 8 at 7:15 to 8:40 p.m.-- Po-

lice report that 28 criminal mischief complaints have 
been reported in precincts around the borough after 
beginning in the 45th Precinct. Unknown people used 
marbles as projectiles to break windows of various 
businesses and glass in other locations. They were 
seen in a car described as a white four-door sedan 
with tinted windows. 

49 Precinct 
Thursday, December 22 at 1:50 p.m. --  A man 

was entering his car parked in front of 736 Lydig Av-
enue when someone approached him with a knife 
and demanded property. The robber punched the 
victim in the face and cut his left hand. The person 
cops are looking for is an Hispanic man between 20 
to 30-years-old. He had a medium complexion and 
facial hair. 

Police discovered two pitbulls tied to a tree in Castle Hill last week. According to 
police, a good Samaritan and a jogger discovered the dogs at Barrett and Torry 
avenues on Wednesday, January 11 and contacted law enforcement. The good Sa-
maritan and jogger provided food and water for the pitbulls as they waited. As of 
press time, it is unclear when the dogs were abandoned, however a neighbor claimed 
to have seen two men walking the dogs earlier that same day. Police said there is no 
criminality involved in this incident. The Animal Care Centers of NYC stated the dogs 
have not yet had their medical or behavioral evaluation. They have named the dogs, 
Mars and Neptune and are currently at Animal Care Centers of NYC’s Manhattan Care 
Center.                Photo by Edwin Soto

DOGS ABANDONED IN CASTLE HILL 

EARLY REGISTRATION
NOW AVAILABLE AT DISCOUNTED RATES

UNTIL FEBRUARY 24TH , 2017
@ WWW.BRONXWARRIORSFOOTBALL.COM

WARRIORS FOOTBALL REGISTRATION
FLAG FOOTBALL 5-7 YRS OLD- EARLY

ON-LINE $140- AFTER 2/24 $155- AFTER APRIL 
IN-PERSON REGISTRATION- $175

TACKLE (JR. PEEWEE & PEEWEE) 7-10 &
11-13YRS OLD- EARLY ON-LINE $155- AFTER 

2/24 $170- AFTER APRIL IN-PERSON
REGISTRATION- $190

TRAVEL 14U TEAM (13&14 YR OLD) EARLY 
ON-LINE $260- AFTER 2/24 $275- AFTER APRIL 

IN-PERSON REGISTRATION $295

IN-PERSON REGISTRATION @ PELHAM BAY 
PARK (BLUE SHED NEXT TO TRACK) SATURDAY 

APRIL 1ST AND SATURDAY APRIL 8TH
FROM 11:00 TO 1:00

WWW.BRONXWARRIORSFOOTBALL.COM

TRAVEL 14U TEAM (13&14 YR OLD) EARLY 
ON-LINE $260- AFTER 2/24 $275- AFTER APRIL

IN-PERSON REGISTRATION $295
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ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL 

“A School You Can Believe In” 

 

 

OPEN HOUSE / REGISTRATION 

Sunday, January 29
th
 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

St. Francis Xavier School Offers: 
A dedicated, highly motivated faculty 

 
 Academic Excellence   Spiritual Development Competitive NYS test scores 
 Smartboards in every classroom Small class size  Sports Program (girls and boys) 
 Safe and nurturing environment Grades K-8   Breakfast and Afterschool programs 
  

Special Subject Areas: 
    Physical Education – skills and sportsmanship 
    Art – fundamentals of art expression 
    Computer – taught as a learning tool to enhance and enrich the curriculum 
    Music – appreciation and application 

 

                  FREE full-day, high-quality Universal Pre-K 

Open to families that reside in NYC with children turning 4 by December 31st 
Our highly trained, dedicated teachers have created safe and structured classrooms  

with joyful enriching lessons for our pre-K students. 
Call or email for further information:  718-863-0531 ext. 4 ● sfxupk@gmail.com   

 
St. Francis Xavier School ● 1711 Haight Avenue ● Bronx, New York 10461 

Website:  www.SFXschool.net 

 
If you are unable to attend, please call 718-863-0531 to schedule an appointment at your convenience. 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 20-26, 201712    BTR

Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed 
to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2017 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.

Subscribing Community Groups
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association

Founded in 1981 by
Michael Benedetto and 

John Collazzi
CEO

Les Goodstein
PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER

Jennifer Goodstein
BRONX TIMES PUBLISHER

Laura Guerriero 
EDITOR

John Collazzi
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR/REPORTER

Patrick Rocchio
REPORTER/PHOTO EDITOR

Rob Wirsing
REPORTERS

Arthur Cusano
Robert Christie

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Leonard Vigliotti

Donna Marzi
PRODUCTION
Mauro DeLuca

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
More express

bus stops

Dear editor,
January 1, 2017 was a new 

year and another new begin-
ning--the opening of the new 
2nd Avenue Subway.   

This new subway line, the 
rerouted Q line to and from 
Brooklyn’s Coney Island, 
has stations on Second Av-
enue from East 96th Street to 
East 72nd Street before head-
ing west to merge with other 
routes via Broadway to the 
same Brooklyn destination.  
The construction barricades 
are now removed, the stations 
in question are now open.  

Now an express bus route 
with a drop off stop serviced by 
fi ve express bus lines from the 
Bronx needs to be restored.

The bus lines in question, 
BxM6 thru BxM10 which 
serves the Parkchester, Co-
op City, Pelham Bay, Throggs 
Neck, and Morris Park sec-
tions of the Bronx, all share 
the same fi rst drop off stop in 
Manhattan--Second Avenue 
and East 121st Street. Before 
the subway construction, the 
buses remained on Second Av-
enue, making another drop off 
stop at East 87th Street. They 
would then turn right onto 
East 86th Street, head to Fifth 
Avenue, easily turn left with 
no oncoming traffi c (Central 
Park) and make its remain-
ing drop off stops beginning at 

East 84th Street.
However when the subway 

construction began, the buses 
were rerouted. After the Sec-
ond Avenue-East 121nd Street 
stop, the buses turn right onto 
East 116th Street, head across 
to Fifth Avenue, turn left, and 
proceed down Fifth Avenue to 
its next stop, East 84th Street, 
thereby discontinuing the Sec-
ond Avenue-East 87th Street 
stop.  

MTA’s rerouting purpose 
was to lessen the bus traffi c 
over the subway construction 
in progress, but more impor-
tant: with the various con-
struction barricades in place 
and subject to change at the 
time, it was virtually impos-
sible to not only safely dis-
charge passengers at 2nd Av-
enue and East 87th Street, but 
also for the buses to turn right 
onto East 86th Street without 
any problems or chaos.

But the reroute, which is 
still the current route, has its 
frustrations and downfalls. 
East 116th Street between Sec-
ond Avenue and Fifth Avenue 
frequently has delays mainly 
due to double parked vehicles 
(especially delivery trucks) 
and other MTA crosstown lo-
cal buses that already congest 
the cross street in question. 
Then there are continual de-
lays turning left onto Fifth 
Avenue due to frequent, some-
times heavy oncoming traffi c 
with no protective left turn-
ing green arrow to ease dif-
fi culty at this intersection.  

Funding
shortfall

Dear editor,
There is still more to Let-

ter to the Editor, “Welcome to 
Bizzarowland” (Carl. J. Can-
nizzaro -- January 12), con-
cerning the New Years Day 
opening for phase one of 2nd 
Avenue Subway.   

Governor Cuomo lives in 
a fantasy world when boast-
ing of opening 2nd Avenue 
Subway on time.  In the 1950s, 
bond money intended for con-
struction of the 2nd Avenue 
Subway was spent elsewhere.  
Work starting in the late 1960s 
was suspended in 1975 due to 
the municipal fi scal crises 
faced by the late NYC Mayor 
Abe Beame.  

This resulted in a funding 
fi nancial shortfall.  A second 
ground breaking took place 
in April, 2007.  The opening 
day service date of 2013 within 
a year was revised to 2014.  It 
was announced at a later date 
due to cost overruns delayed 
until 2015.  It ended up taking 
until January 1, 2017. 

There is only $1.035 billion 
within the $27 Billion Five 
Year 2015 - 2019 Capital Pro-
gram to support preliminary 
work for Phase 2 of the 2nd 
Avenue Subway which will 
proceed north to East 125th 
Street.   There is still a short-

fall of $4.965 billion needed for 
actual construction.  These 
dollars will have to come from 
the next MTA Five Year 2020 - 
2024 Capital Program.     

The MTA is counting on 
the US Department of Trans-
portation Federal Transit Ad-
ministration New Starts pro-
gram to provide $500 million 
to $2 billion or more in addi-
tional funding.  Add $15 bil-
lion more down the road for 
phases three and four to com-
plete the full length of 2nd 
Avenue Subway south to Ha-
nover Square. 

Will phase two incorpo-
rate the stretch of tunnel pre-
viously built in the 1970s be-
tween East 99th Street and 
105th Street?  Based upon the 
master grant agreement be-
tween the MTA and USDOT 
FTA, if these portions of work 
do not go into transit use, Un-
cle Sam has the legal right to 
ask for its money back. 

NYCT since the 1970s has 
had to maintain and protect 
this unopened tunnel. The 
federal government has con-
sidered this work part of an 
active ongoing project. If the 
MTA does not incorporate uti-
lization of this tunnel, Wash-
ington may ask for reimburse-
ment.  The MTA could owe 
millions based upon current 
fair market value. 

The goal would be to obtain 
a Full Funding Grant Agree-
ment (FFGA) between the US-
DOT FTA and MTA for fully 
funding the project.  MTA is 
in competition  between its 
own operating agencies and 
against other transit agen-
cies around the nation.  There 
are 98 other senators and 434 
congressmenbers supporting 
their own New Starts proj-
ects.  

Regardless of the funding 
source, 2nd Avenue Subway 
Phase 2 will end up competing 
against many worthy projects 
in the next MTA Five Year 
2020 - 2024 Capital Plan. 

Going back decades, the 
city, state and MTA have con-
sistently kicked the can down 
the road every fi ve years.  As 
a result, coming to a consen-
sus on what to fund in the next 
Five Year Capital Program 
Plan will become even more 
diffi cult.  Second Avenue Sub-
way Phase Two will be the 
largest single project proposed 
for funding in the next Five 
Year Capital Plan.  It could po-
tentially consume almost 20% 
of the total program.

Larry Penner

Then there are further de-
lays on Fifth Avenue to East 
84th Street due to more double 
parked vehicles, making only 
one lane passible (this is fre-
quent in the vicinity of Mt. Si-
nai Hospital) 

Now that the construc-
tion zones are cleared away, it 
would be highly benefi cial to 
return these express bus lines 
back to their initial route on 
Second Avenue to East 86th 
Street (which has more lanes 
than Fifth Avenue), restoring 
the Second Avenue-East 87th 
Street or East 86th Street drop 
off stop. With the newly built 
nearby 2nd -East 86th Street Q 
line subway station now open, 
this would be a huge conve-
nience for departing passen-
gers to transfer to.

The MTA must take this 
into consideration and act 
accordingly on behalf of the 
many affected passengers, 
given the continual criticism 
of “always raising the fare but 
decreasing the quality and 
quantity of service”.

Michael S. Wilbekin
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Coverage Countdown 
to January 31, 2017!
You must apply for enrollment through  
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov by January 31  
to have health insurance in 2017.

•   Do you need health insurance?
•   Are you shopping for coverage but haven’t made  

a decision yet?
•   Have you already chosen a plan, but want to reconsider?
•   Do you know about the Essential Plan, with monthly 

premiums that are either FREE or $20 based on your income?

Fidelis Care can answer all your health insurance questions and  
help you apply for enrollment through www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov.

Fidelis Care is committed to providing you with excellent 
customer service. We are here to help!
Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to make an appointment with a Health 
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To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus  
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Three New York City public 

schools in the Bronx will likely 
close at the end of the school 
year due to unmet academic 
benchmarks, the NYC Depart-
ment of Education announced 
last week. 

The three schools on the 
chopping block are Leadership 
Institute in Claremont Village, 
Junior High School 145 Arturo 
Toscanini in Belmont and Mon-
roe Academy for Visual Arts 
and Design in Soundview. 

The schools are part of the 
School Renewal Program put 
forth by the DOE in 2014 to help 
turn around struggling city 
schools.

Parents received letters from 
the education department Mon-
day, January 9 announcing the 
their children’s schools would 
close at the end of the current 
school year. The letters cited 
substandard math and English 
language arts test scores, and 
in some cases declining enroll-
ment, for the planned closings.

Parent information settings 
were scheduled for the evening 
of Thursday, January 12, at the 
schools to allow concerned par-
ents and students to raise con-

3 Bronx failing schools targeted to close 
cerns and ask questions. 

Students at Leadership Insti-
tute and their parents used the 
hearing as an opportunity to 
hold a rally outside the school 
calling on the DOE to keep their 
school open.

“I don’t even consider them 
classmates anymore - this is 
family,” said junior George 
Jiminez. “We have a family here 
and I really don’t want to give 
that up. Attendance went up, 
graduation, regents scores went 
up- we’ve done everything we 
could.”

Parent Natasha Vann, who 
spoke along with her junior 
class daughter Akira, said it 
simply wasn’t fair that students 
could be shipped to other schools 
across the city, despite the fact 
that the school met fi ve of the 
seven benchmarks the the edu-
cation department tasked them 
with and had created a welcom-
ing learning community. 

“It is not fair that they have to 
be shipped all the way to Brook-
lyn or all the way to Manhattan 
when this is the closest school to 
their home,” Vann said. “There 
are a lot of shelters here, right 
up the block for example, and 
those kids can’t afford to go any-

where else.”
Vann said the school had al-

ready boosted attendance from 
60 percent to 80 percent, and 
simply needed more support 
than what it was getting from 
the DOE.

“They need more than what 
you are giving them,” Vann 
said. “I know what you are giv-
ing them, and it’s not enough to 
maintain a school.”

 Veteran English and tech-
nology teacher at J.H.S. 145 Ar-
turo Tuscanini Craig Moss said 
teachers faced hurdles at his 
school that made meeting the 

DOE benchmarks impossible.
“We have 298 students, and 

140 of them arrived at the school 
directly from the Dominican Re-
public,” Moss said. “Forty-nine 
additional students are from an-
other 17 different countries. We 
have 52 students living in shel-
ters. These are tough conditions, 
and we do what we can.”

While many of those stu-
dents speak English as their 
second language, the school is 
woefully short of English as sec-
ond language, or ESL, teachers, 
Moss said.

“The renewal program was 

supposed to provide additional 
resources, but we have oper-
ated with no bilingual science 
teacher, no bilingual math 
teacher or ELA teacher or social 
studies teacher, just one EFL 
teacher to service 140 kids when 
the mandated number is one per 
40 kids.”

The school had gone with-
out an assistant principal this 
school year until just last week 
and only has one certifi ed math 
teacher and one certifi ed science 
teacher for the entre student 
body, and it hasn’t had a math 
coach in six years, Moss added.  

“We faced tough odds, and 
we’re about to be punished for 
doing what we could with what 
we were given,” Moss said.

 Some who worked at the 
struggling Renewal Schools said 
the writing had been on the wall 
for several years. 

Tom Porton retired last year 
after 47 years as an English and 
drama teacher at James Mon-
roe High School and then the 
current Monroe Academy after 
clashing with administrators 
over his efforts to teach AIDs 
prevention. 

Continued on page 16

Parent Natasha Vann speaks out against the just-announced closing 
of her daughter’s high school, Leadership Institute, one of three Bronx 
schools set to close at the end of the school year. Arthur Cusano
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HERE ARE 11 REASONS 
why you should be coming to Flannery’s for your new kitchen

KITCHENS! KITCHENS!! KITCHENS!!!

We Beat Home Depot Prices!

We Sell Only All WOOD Cabinets...No Particle Board or Cardboard!

Fast, FREE Delivery In 1/4 The Time Of The Big Store!

Granite Tops Delivered and Installed In Less Than 1 Week!

Personal One On One Service!

WE Install Everything WE Sell!

No Automated Delivery Lines Or Customer Service Waits!

No Outsourced Installations!

Customize Your Kitchen The Way You Want It!

One Stop Shopping For All Kitchen Needs!

Free Plans and Drawings

Flannery’s
Home Center

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL 3395 E Tremont Ave. | Bronx, NY 10461 

Come visit 
our fully stocked 
hardware store 
and showroom!
For fast prompt 

service call Dave at 
914-879-6676

License # 2017358DCA

Pickup & 
Delivery 
Available 
For Your 

Convenience!

Ask About Our Special Senior Citizen Discounts!

$500 
OFF

Any Fully 
Renovated Kitchens
WITH THIS COUPON
Coupon must be presented 
at the time of sale.

ONE STOP HANDY MAN SHOP

Call Your Neighborhood Handyman at 
Bronx Johnson/Flannery’s Hardware

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED  
PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 75 YEARS
NO MIDDLEMAN!

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

718-792-9060

10% off everything 
in the hardware store 

Monday through Saturday & 

20% off everything 
in the store on Sundays 

(with coupon)

❍ Home Additions and Alterations
❍ Roofi ng, Siding and Gutters
❍ Window, Screens and Door
❍ Fence Installation
❍ Interior and Exterior Painting
❍ Masonry, Pavers and Blacktop 
❍ Plumbing and Electrical 
❍ Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling 
❍ Basement Refi nishing 
❍ Wood and Granite Counter Tops 

❍ New Decks and Patios 
❍ Water Heater Replacement  
❍ Tile Installation 
❍ And Much, Much More 
❍ Power washing
❍ Gutters Cleaned
❍ Exterior Painting
❍ Light Fixtures Installed
❍ Door Bells
❍ Screen and Glass Repair

❍ Driveways, Patched & Resealed 
❍ Drains unclogged 
❍ Waste Pipe Replacement 
❍ Toilets, Sinks, Faucets & Vanitys Replaced 
❍ Grout Removal, Regrout and Caulking 
❍ Rooms Painted 
❍ Appliances Installed
❍ And Much, Much More
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FOR SALE
DELI/GROCERY/CATERING BUSINESS

THROGGS NECK, BRONX, NY
Presently operating, clean, turn-key business. Great corner location near affluent beach 
clubs and condos. Includes a large professional, fully equiped, stainless steel kitchen, 
and two walk in coolers - ideal for any catering business. Deli slicers, cases, beverage 
coolers, dairy cooler, ice cream freezers, coffee machine, display steam tables, modern 
storage cabinets, gondolas/shelving, LOTTO machine, ATM, central alarm security sys-
tem with CCTV and much more. Owner happy to assist with transitioning the business 
and our existing Department of Education catering relationships.

Call 917-821-7560   8:00am-8:00pm

We are located at 4422 Third Avenue, Bronx, New York 10457. Free parking is available 
through the 183rd Street and Third Avenue entrance. Must be 16 years or older to attend. 

RESERVE YOUR SEAT
PLEASE CALL   718-960-9295

IN ENGLISH   Tuesday, January 24
EN ESPAÑOL   Jueves, 26 de Enero
6:00 PM, SBH Braker Building

WITH A DOCTOR
SERIES

DINNER

SBH Health System invites you to enjoy a FREE Dinner with 
Dr. Joel Sender. He will discuss how to best care for an elderly 
loved one and ways to avoid caregiver burnout. Question and 
answer session to follow. 

CARING FOR  
ELDERLY LOVED ONES

He said the renewal school program 
turnaround was set to fail from the 
start.

“Three years ago they announced the 
renewal schools and said the schools had 
three years to turn themselves around,” 
Porton said. “But they actually an-
nounced that almost a year into the three 
years, giving the schools only two years 
to turn themselves around. It was pretty 
clear the turnaround timetable was be-
ing manipulated towards closing the 
schools.” 

The DOE’s philosophy that replacing 
large schools like the 70-year-old former 
James Monroe High School with several 
smaller schools in the same building to 
provide a better education for students 
was not working as well as planned.

“James Monroe was replaced by four 
schools, and every one of those schools 
has closed - this is the fourth,” he said. 
“And each school that replaced the old 
Monroe was replaced with another 
school. They closed the big school on the 
premise that the small schools were go-
ing to be so much better, and yet every-
thing that replaced it has failed.”  

The smaller schools also have less 
leadership and teacher competency, Por-
ton said, since there are no academic de-
partments led by department chairs but 
instead have one administrator oversee-
ing all subjects.

“The level of incompetence at the 

3 failing schools targeted to close 
From page 14 small schools is pretty scary,” he said.

In addition Porton said having schools 
closing down on a regular basis not only 
hurts the community identity, but cre-
ates a logistical nightmare for graduates 
in need of documentation such as tran-
scripts.  

He said he feared Monroe would be re-
placed with yet another small school, or 
perhaps a charter school.     

Also facing changes is the Young 
Scholars Academy, a middle school in 
Williamsbridge, which will be merged 
with another small middle school at the 
same location.

When reached for comment on the 
closings, a Department of Education 
spokesman stated the department will 
work closely with families of students 
from the closing and contracting schools 
to fi nd a higher-performing school that 
meets their needs.

 “All students will receive individual-
ized enrollment support from the super-
intendent’s staff and Family Welcome 
Center counselors,” the department rep-
resentative stated. “Families and school 
staff are encouraged to attend an upcom-
ing forum to stay informed during this 
transition. All students will have the op-
portunity to attend a higher performing 
school next year.”.  

Come and explore all that Cathedral 
has to offer you! 

Specialized Programs in the field of Medicine, Law and a
Business Academy.
TEM Curriculum featuring Robotics and Coding.
10 AP Courses and 4 languages offered.
Sports include Volleyball, Soccer, Lacrosse, Basketball,
Cheerleading, Softball and Track.
Over 35 clubs and extracurricular activities.

Call to schedule a tour and/or Buddy Day!
�

   

 
   

�

�

Accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges & Schools 

Celebrating 110 Years of Empowering Young Women through Education 

50 East 56th Street, New York, NY  10022 
(212) 688-1545 ~ www.cathedralhs.org 

Mini Open House ~ January 25th at 6 PM
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

Scleratherapy

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profi le of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

START THE NEW YEAR 
OFF RIGHT!!

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
For the second year running, the 

Bronx has led all fi ve NYC boroughs in 
chain store growth according to a re-
cent survey. 

The ninth annual State of the 
Chains report released by the Center 
for Urban Future pegged growth in 
Bronx chain stores at 4.2 percent for 
the period of August 2015 to August 
2016. 

This was the largest leap upwards 
of any of the boroughs. 

National retailers that opened new 
locations in the borough include Dol-
lar Tree with 16 new locations as well 
as Dunkin Donuts, Metro PCS and T-
Mobile which added three stores each, 
according to the report. 

The areas of the borough having 
the greatest number of chain stores 
according to the report are the 10475 
zip code in Co-op City, where the Bay 
Plaza Mall and Mall at Bay Plaza is 
located, with 86 national retailers, up 
from 77 in 2015; the 10462 zip code in 
Parkchester which had 80 chain stores 
in 2016 and 81 the year before; and 
10451 in Highbridge and Morrisania 
with 76 in 2016 and 69 in 2015. 

The borough is seeing a mix of na-
tional retail and food sector growth, 
said Jonathan Bowles, CUF executive 
director. 

Bowles indicated that given the 
population of the borough, and the sat-
uration of national retailers in Man-
hattan, expansion in the borough is 
expected to continue. 

“The Bronx was probably poised for 
this growth for years,” said Bowles.  “I 
think that for a number of years the 
Bronx was probably under retailed 
given the amount of people there and the 
buying power.”

The borough’s residents should ex-
pect job opportunities and amenities of 
having shopping options nearby that 
can attract other employers. 

“While these may not be six fi gure 
jobs for the most part, they have been a 
growing source of jobs in the borough,” 
he said. “They are often an important 
entry point in the labor force for a lot of 
people and that cannot be diminished…
for a lot of people a retail job can be that 
important fi rst rung on the ladder.” 

Nunzio Del Greco, president of the 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce, said that 
national franchises are driven to loca-
tions where there’s money and consum-
ers. 

“I think that it is a positive thing,” he 
said, adding “They view the Bronx as an 
area where they can set up locations to 
generate income and revenue.” 

Del Greco believes that the national 
chains can complement existing ‘mom 
and pop’ stores and local retailers. 

“There are always going to be people 
that are going to be upset about fran-
chises because they feel that it is un-
fair competition to the small ‘mom and 
pops,’”said Del Greco. “But I think in 
the Bronx especially, where you have a 
lot of very close knit communities and 
loyal customers, those establishments 
are not going away because they have 
loyal customers, provide great cus-
tomer service and they have relation-
ships in the community.” 

At the White Plains Road Business 
Improvement District, Joe Thomp-
son, BID executive director, said that 
chain stores could draw in business and 
awareness to the BID that ultimately 
benefi ts other non-chain stores.

‘State of the Chains’ 
shows 4.2 % growth

Chain store growth in the borough led the city over the most recent one-year period at 
4.2 percent growth from August 2015 to August 2016. It was the second year in a row the 
borough led all other boroughs in percentage growth in this study. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Legendary's Dining Room NOW OPEN
$5 Bar Sandwiches all Day    $7 Lunch Specials Everyday

Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Pints & Bottles 
Domestics $3  Imports $4

Well Drinks $4 

Apple, Dirty & Expresso Martinis $5

Legendary Bar and Grill    
3513 East Tremont Ave, Bronx, NY 10465

 718-822-0100
 Open Hours: 11:30 - 4:00am

Sunday Football
Beef Nachos $5 

Cheese Burger & Fries 
FREE HOT DOGS 

Monday 

50¢ Jumbo Wings All Day
 

12am - 2am FREE Buffet
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A community-based ini-

tiative to help police thwart 
crime is moving forward.

The effort to establish 
a community patrol in the 
northeast Bronx, Community 
on Patrol Corp., is in the pro-
cess of being certifi ed a 501(c)3 
non-profi t organization, said 
founder Niko Kritikos. The 
group hopes to start operation 
as soon as possible. 

They are currently hold-
ing a fundraising raffl e with a 
drawing set for Sunday, April 
30, he said. 

The patrol will focus on the 
45th Precinct with the excep-
tion of Co-op City, said Kri-
tikos. 

“The fundraiser is basi-
cally so we can get insurance 
for the patrol,” said Kritikos, 
adding several people are in-
terested in volunteering and 
the group has a personal use 
vehicle that will be converted 
into a patrol car. 

Raffl e tickets are being 
sold for $5 each or $20 for fi ve 
tickets, and can be purchased 
on the organization’s  website: 
www.communityonpatrol.
org. Gift certifi cates will be 

Planned patrol in 45th Pct. ready to roll 

awarded as prizes, he said. 
His motivation for starting 

the patrol, which initially was 
going to include training pro-

vided by the NYPD until brass 
placed a moratorium on a city-
wide civilian patrol program, 
was his own observations in 

his Country Club community 
and others nearby, he said. 

“My own motivation was 
being involved in the commu-
nity (and) being hit by a drunk 
driver in a hit and run,” he 
said.

Even more importantly, 
according to Kritikos, are 
crimes occurring at night like 
theft of spare change from in-
side cars and of bicycles the he 
believes need attention. 

“These (types of crimes) 
are very important to the com-
munity,” he said, adding he 
also plans on two initiatives 
in addition to the patrol: an ef-
fort to help people who cannot 
walk in the snow get rides and 
a ‘stranger danger’ children’s 
effort.  

Patrol training is planned 
in-house using state civilian 
observation patrol guidelines, 
he said. 

The patrol would function 
as the eyes and ears of the 
police, and would not tackle  
crimes in progress.

The patrol members would 
alert police and wait for re-
sponders. 

He believes a patrol can act 
as a crime deterrent and en-

courage more accurate crime 
reporting that could lead to al-
location of more resources to 
the 45th Precinct. 

Local activist Annie Boller 
is assisting the effort by help-
ing with offi ce work and web-
site creation. 

Boller said that thefts of 
auto tires and rims are getting 
out of hand, and a greater com-
munity presence is needed. 

A retired cop and an advo-
cate of community efforts to 
support police and halt crime, 
John Marano, said the new 
patrol needs support of police 
and elected offi cials. 

“I think his success will be 
based on his relationship with 
both,” he said, adding commu-
nication must be kept open at 
all times. 

Irrespective of any patrol, 
the community should get 
more involved and call 911 or 
311 when they see something 
that doesn’t look right, he 
said.  

“If there were more peo-
ple getting involved on their 
own, including business and 
property owners, it would 
help the community overall,” 
he said. 

Niko Kritikos (l), president of Community on Patrol, and Annie Boller, who 
is assisting in the effort, recently got new uniforms to broadcast their 
presence. Photo courtesy of Community on Patrol
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

 

BEER CRAZED MONDAYS-> 1-6pm
$1 OFF ANY BEER 

$2 SLIDERS (BEEF OR PORK, MINIMUM OF 3) 
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 

 

TEQUILA TUESDAYS -> 4-7pm 
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES 

$1 OFF NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS 
$6- GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS 

$5- QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili) 
 

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$4 GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

RED OR WHITE SANGRIA - $7 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$3 WELL DRINKS

$5 MARTINIS 
$5 COSMOS 

$4 IMPORTED PINTS (GUINESS $5) 
$4 IMPORTED BOTTLES 

 $5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 
$5 NACHOS 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS-> 4-8pm 
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS 

$1 OFF ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS 
$3.00 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guinness $5) 

$3.50 DOMESTIC BOTTLES - $4.00 IMPORTED BOTTLES 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

The Wicked Wolf
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

SUNDAY
BRUNCH
BUFFET

$18 95
per person

WWWAAATTTCCCHHH AAALLLLLL PPPLLLAAAYYYOOOFFFFFF
GGGGAAAAMMMMEEEESSSS AAAATTTT TTTTHHHHEEEE WWWWOOOOLLLLFFFF......
FOOTBALL SPECIALS

DOMESTIC DRAFT
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Preet Bharara, the US 
Attorney for the Southern 
District of NY, and Kathy 
A. Enstrom, acting spe-
cial agent in charge of the 
NY Field Offi ce of the IRS, 
Criminal Investigations, 
announced that Flor Soto, 
an associate of K&S Tax So-
lution, Inc., was sentenced 
to 87 months in prison 
by the US District Judge 
Kimba M. Wood. Soto had 
previously pled guilty to 
theft of public funds in con-
nection with her participa-
tion in a lucrative scheme 

Tax preparer sentenced

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
For years, parents and 

school staff have raised con-
cerns about the intersection 
at the rear entrance of P.S. 7 
Milton Fein School in Kings-
bridge.  

“There have been numer-
ous serious accidents,” said 
principal Frank Patterson. “It’s 
hard to see as you’re coming 
through here, and cars would 
come through and would get T-
boned.” 

Last week, there was fi nally 
good news to report, in the 
form of a four-way stop at the 
intersection of Corlear Avenue 
and W. 232nd Street. 

Up until now, there were 
only stop signs on 232nd Street, 
making the crossing treacher-
ous for students headed to and 
from the elementary school. 

A collision occurred at the 
intersection just last month, 
said Councilman Andrew Co-
hen at a press conference at the 
intersection held Wednesday, 
January 11. 

However, since recent NYC 
Department of Transportation 
data showed pedestrian counts 
had gone up and there have 
been slightly more crashes in 

Kingsbridge school fi nally gets 4-way stop

Councilman Andrew Cohen announced the installation of a four-way stop 
sign outside P.S. 7 in Kingsbridge last week alongside school and DOT 
representatives. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

the area, Cohen said he was 
able to get the additional stop 
signs approved.

The new four-way stop was 
a common sense move to make 
the high traffi c intersection 
safer, he said.

“This has honestly been a 
passion of mine for the three 
years I’ve been in offi ce since 
the principal brought it to my 
attention,” Cohen told those on 
hand for the morning event.

Patterson said the request 
went back 40 years and several 
principals, but did not become 
reality until Cohen took on the 

problem.
“Our only wish is that it 

doesn’t take as long to get a 
crossing guard for the inter-
section, because we want that, 
too,” Patterson said.

Cohen said the city coun-
cil had pledged to fund cross-
ing guards when needed, but 
said the task of assigning such 
guards was that of the 50th Pre-
cinct. 

Patterson said a request for a 
guard had already been submit-
ted to the precinct.

DOT Bronx Acting Commis-
sioner Navaro Lopez said safety 

is a big priority for the DOT, es-
pecially under the mayor’s Vi-
sion Zero program.

“We know this is a location 
with a lot of schools and a very 
robust elderly population, so we 
want to make sure this inter-
section and all intersections in 
the community are safe,” Lopez 
said.

P.S. 7 Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation vice-president Richard 

Espinal, who attended the event 
with his 9-year-old daughter, 
Viana, a student at the school, 
thanked Cohen and Patterson 
for making the intersection 
safer.

 “Not to aggrandize the mo-
ment because we are talking 
about a stop sign, but this has 
been an important issue for the 
parents,” Espinal said.

to fi le fraudulent and false 
tax returns, so as to receive 
tax refunds in the form of 
checks and wire transfers. 

Together with others at 
K&S, Soto successfully stole 
over $24 million in tax re-
funds by submitting false 
tax returns using stolen 
identities, most of which had 
been stolen from residents of 
Puerto Rico. 

To date, 14 employees and 
associates of K&S, in addi-
tion to Soto, have been con-
victed in connection with 
this scheme.
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Morris Park Community Association

The people of the Morris Park commuity should take time to thank our local businesses, our banks, our hospitals and 
our elected offi cials who have donated towards the 2016 Holiday Lights. Please read the list below carefully, these 
are the people and organizations whose generosity allowed us to enjoy the holiday lights.  It is in our power to reward 
these people with our business and our support. Thank You for Supporting Your Community

Caputo Jewelers
Karma Liquor
Side Street Sports
Big Deal Supermarkets
John & Maria Reilly/B&S Auto Springs
G&R Deli
DJ Ambulette Service
GianCarlo Hair Studio
J & C Pharmacy
Scaglione Brothers Bakery
Ann Clairs 
Vuksam “Sonny” Vataj
Wild Orchid Florist
Joe & Faye Ventura
Lou Valentino
Doyle’s Pub
Joseph Cosentino Morris Park Realty
Income Tax Service
Morris Park Flooring
Kleenofab 
Enzo’s
Donation Received From
Williamsbridge Wine & Liquor
Van Nest Auto
Loconsolo Paints Ben Moore
Luciano’s Pizza
Imagination Hair Salon
Travel World Showcase
Metro Optics
Katonah Property Management
Morris Park Avenue Prop.
William J. Madonna
Senator Jeff Klein
Conti Cake Company
Rabine Realty Corp.
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj

WM Shubert & Co.
Emilio’s Pizza
Morris Park Bake Shop
Morris Park Dental
Velella Basso Law
Vendourata Corp.
Allstate
Dr. Stevens
Donation Received From
Window King
Demolish Kreative Service
The Spata Company
Patrick J. Cavallo
Gowns By Louise
Jampol
Anthony Pizza
Eye Care Unlimited
Locascio Realty Corp.
LaMasa
Nick’s European market
Remax Top Realty
Sassone 
Rosenberg Realty
99 Cents Store and More
Houseware & Hardware
Today Realty Corp.
Just for Looks
900 Park
Pioneer Supermarket
Inland Group
New Morris Deli
Mendoza Agency Inc.
Donation Received From
Edible Arrangements
Malave Novelties & Gifts
Dr. Michael Perretta DDS

RTG Sorrento Corp.
Bronx Manhattan North Realtors
Park & Nguyen Attorneys
John Dormi
Portofi no Cafe Williamsbridge Road
Triboro Supply
Mr. Q’s/ CC Cuisine Inc.
Happy Cleaners II
Community Board 11 
Patsy of Morris Park
Lee’s Pick & Pack
Capital One Bank
Fiorino Jewelers
Alba Fuel
Patricia’s Morris Park Corp.
Pasta Pasta
Dunkin Donuts/Kings Point Ven-
tures 1090 Morris Park Avenue
Anthony’s Hair Studio Williamsbridge Road

Pelham Parkway Dental
TD Bank
Donation Received From 
Kravet Hoefer & Maher PC
Captain’s Pizza -Mendicino Inc.
JSR Deli
Century 21 Metro Star Corp.
Burger Time/Roc-Roc Corp.
Steven C. Gottesman
Marengo ESQ
Joy Washington 
Soups Salads & Beyond 1060 
Morris Park Avenue
BKB Tax Agency
Cross County Savings Bank

Carmela Printing

The Agency of the Bronx Paulding Avenue

Morris Park Pizza

Victor Pharmacy

Fast Eddie’s

For Kids Only

Business Emporium

Albert Kahen Real Estate

Pantiga Group

ADM Electronic

Van Nest Hardware

Victor Pharmacy

Donation Received From

Primavera Pizzeria

CEMS Travel

El Rincon Del Sabor Restaurant

Best Way Mini Market

725 Morris Park Laundry

Phil Napolitano Law

900 Park 

IL Bel Café

Mona Lisa Café

Ridgewood Savings Bank

Healthy Fresh 

RMF Electric

J & D Snacks UTZ

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto

Golden Eagle White Plains Road 

and Morris Park

DiMartino Brothers (Chick & Ribs)

Dash 
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COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY

3pm - 6pm
YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 01/31/2017

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Bronx residents Marco 

Shalma and Gillian Todd are 
attempting to bring new me-
dia and some positivity to the 
south Bronx through an online 
TV channel called The Blox.

Shalma and Todd, creators 
of the production company 
Round Seven, want to show-
case some of the culture the 
Bronx has to offer.

“Being members of the com-
munity, we see a lot of positive 
things about the Bronx and we 
wanted to highlight that,” said 
Todd.

The new media content will 
be available at the theblox.tv 
and, according to Todd, much 
of the content is already in the 
production and post produc-
tion stages.

Todd highlighted some of 
the new shows Bronxites can 
expect to see in the coming 
weeks.

One of the fi rst shows on the 
channel will be Bloxpedia.

It will provide short videos 
highlighting certain Bronx at-
tractions such as Mott Haven 
and the Bronx Zoo.

Todd said in the next couple 
weeks they will slowly roll out 
new Bloxpedia videos.

Bronxites Create bronx-based online TV 
Then in late January or 

early February, the team will 
offi cially launch The Blox TV 
channel.

Todd, who has lived in the 
Bronx for four years, said she 
hopes The Blox shines a more 
positive light on the borough.

“When you google the 
Bronx the fi rst two suggestions 
are usually crimes or fi res,” 
she said. “Not really positive 
stuff.”

She added she hopes the 
content really highlights the 
diversity and culture of people 
in the Bronx.

“It’s really important to us,” 
she said.

Shalma, a nine year resi-
dent of the Bronx, shares his 
feelings.

“I’d like the Bronx, it’s sense 
of community, it’s talent and 
the wonderful people that live 
here to get proper representa-
tion for a change,” he said.

Shalma is also hoping The 
Blox will encourage young 
Bronxites to stay and grow in 
the Bronx.

“I entered this project hop-
ing to help young Bronxites un-
derstand that success doesn’t 
mean they need to leave the 
borough physically or ideologi-

cally,” he said.
Round Seven recently had a 

casting call on Saturday, Janu-
ary 14, for another new show 
called Up the Blox.

Up the Blox will serve as a 
news style show that will fea-
ture different hosts over the 
course of the program.

Todd was excited about the 
different people that showed up 
to the three-hour casting call.

“It was so great,” she said. 
“We had really great people - 
really different people - which 

is exactly what we’re looking 
for. We really want to work 
with people to develop their 
voice.”

Todd said the prospective 
hosts brought with them ideas 
including fashion, music and 
exploring the borough.

For those interested in be-
coming a host on Up The Blox, 
Todd said Round Seven will be 
hosting casting calls for the 
show once a month for the fore-
seeable future.

When the show airs later 

this winter, it will air two to 
three times a week and then 
eventually become a daily 
show.

Todd encouraged those 
looking for more information 
on The Blox to check them out 
on Twitter, Facebook and Ins-
tagram at @thebloxtv.

In addition, viewers can 
visit their YouTube page which 
already has a few videos avail-
able.

(l-r) TheBlox.TV’s team is Stephen Serra, Freda Guo, Brian Edgar, Kahleem Poole, Gillian Todd and Marco Shalma.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Play our digital scratch-off from 
Sun, 1/22 thru Sat, 1/28 for a 
chance to throw the ultimate 
Big Game party this year! 
 

FIRST  PRIZE:  1 of 7 
$250 Shopping Sprees

SECOND PRIZE:  1 of 35
$100 Shopping Sprees from 
Associated, Met & Pioneer  

Supermarkets

PICK UP SUNDAY’S DAILY 
NEWS FOR DETAILS!



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 20-26, 201726    BTR

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

CCCCCCOCCOCOCOCOOCCOOCOCOCOCCOCCOC NSNNNSNSSNNSNSNNSSSULTULTULTULTULTUUULTULTTUU TU TATIATIATIATIATIATITTTITATIATIATITIATITIIATIITIIITIIIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONNSNSNSNNNNNSNSSNNNNNNNN

COMCOMCOMOMMCOMMMMMOMEE VE VE VEE VE IIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSITITIT ITIT IT TTIT T ITITITTITTT UUUUUUUUSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
IIIIIIINNNNNNNNN OOU OU OUOUOU OU OUOUOOUOO R RR RR RR RRR R NNNNNNNNNNNEW EWEWEWEWEWEW EW EWEEWWEWWEWW WWWWWWWWWW 

MOMOMMOMOMOMOOOOMOOMOOOMOODDDDDDDEREREREREREREREREREREEREREREREREERERNNNNNNNNNNNN O O O OOOOOOOFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFIIIIIIIIIICCCCCCCCCCCCEEE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVLL D.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARRE

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The United States Postal Ser-

vice is months into a major mail-
box security undertaking in the 
Bronx, but the extended length of 
the project is a topic of growing 
concern by borough offi cials.

The USPS began removing 
the ubiquitous blue drop boxes 
from the entire borough this 
past fall to make them immune 
to fi shing, a method of stealing 
mail from a mailbox by dropping 
an object covered in glue or an-
other sticky substance into the 
mail slot and them pulling the 
mail out. 

Fishing thefts continue to be 
a problem citywide. 

More than $11,000 in checks 
were stolen from an East Har-
lem mailbox by someone using 
the method in recent months, ac-
cording to various published re-
ports. 

The stolen checks were placed 
in the box by Boriken Neighbor-
hood Health Center, who eventu-
ally caught on when vendors re-
ported not receiving payments.

While most residents wel-

Bronx offi cials to meet 
over missing mailboxes 

Mailboxes like the one pictured in front of an East Tremont post offi ce 
are being replaced to make them more secure against fi shing theft. How-
ever, many of the boxes removed last fall have yet to be returned. 
 Community News Group / Arthur Cusano

come the safety improvements, 
many did not welcome the incon-
venience of losing their neigh-
borhood mailbox, particularly 
during this past holiday season. 

Making matters worse, resi-
dents were not provided with ad-
vanced notice that the removals 
would occur. 

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinow-
itz for instance, who has been 
frustrated by the ordeal,  claims 
the postal service has failed to 
answer his questions or provide 
a timeline for the mailboxes to be 
returned.

“This is a situation that could 
have been managed had my of-
fi ce and other elected offi cials 
been contacted and informed 
this would be happening,” Di-
nowitz stated on Friday, Janu-
ary 6. “We could have worked to-
gether to make sure people could 
still post their mail while these 
mailboxes were being replaced. 

“Sadly, the USPS decided it 
was not important to keep us in 
the loop, nor did they seem to 
think this is important enough 
issue to address in a timely fash-

ion.“
Suggestions that the postal 

service set up temporary col-
lection stations in areas with 
no mailboxes have been imple-
mented by the service, Dinowitz 
added.

Representatives from the 
USPS met with Community 
Board 10 on Tuesday, January 
17 during a committee meeting 
to discuss the situation in Co-
op City, said Board 10 chairman 
Martin Prince. 

He said the representatives, 
led by U.S. Postal Inspection Ser-
vice spokeswoman Donna Har-
ris and Bronx Postmaster Lil-
liam Rodriguez, apologized for 
not being more proactive in their 
communication with Bronx offi -
cials and residents. 

He said he was assured the 
situation was temporary. 

 “All the boxes will be re-
turned,” Prince said.

Prince reminded residents 
that USPS mail carriers wiill 
pick up outgoing mail from resi-
dents’ homes until the mailboxes 
are replaced.

Harris confi rmed that a bor-
ough meeting would be sched-
uled soon to discuss the topic and 
that the project was ongoing.

A representative from the of-
fi ce of Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. also attended the Janu-
ary 17 meeting. 

Diaz’s spokesman, John De-
Sio, said the staff member re-
quested a meeting between postal 
service offi cials and the borough 
board in the near future to get an 
update on the process and have 
questions answered.

“Mailbox fi shing has become 

a serious problem across the 
Bronx, and my offi ce looks for-
ward to working with our com-
munity boards, elected offi cials 
and the United States Post Of-
fi ce to identify solutions that pro-
tect the integrity of our mail and 
postal system,” stated Diaz Jr. on 
Wednesday, January 18.
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

COUNTRY LIFE

NEW CHAPTER

NATURE’S PLUS
SPIRUTEIN ONLY
ASSORTED SIZES

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 01/31/17

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents at Jamie Tow-

ers, a 624-unit, 12-acre Mitch-
ell-Lama cooperative, were 
blocked in their attempt to start 
an ad hoc shareholders’ com-
mittee to address living condi-
tions and recent increases in 
carrying charges and mainte-
nance fees. 

Linda Milner, a shareholder 
at the cooperative, approached 
the cooperative’s executive 
board in November 2016 about 
creating the grievance commit-
tee.

According to a letter sent to 
Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda, 
Milner gathered 200 signatures 
from Jamie Towers sharehold-
ers in support of the ad hoc 
committee.

However, a representative 
from the NYS Department of 
Housing and Community Re-
newal informed Milner that 
the cooperative’s executive 
board had the option of shut-
ting down the committee.

Sepulveda echoed the repre-
sentative’s sentiments.

“[The shareholders] are 

JT executive board denies 
co-op shareholders a voice

well within their right,” said 
the assemblyman. “However, 
we must remember there is a 
duly elected board.”

In early January, after wait-
ing two months for a response, 
the executive board rejected 
the shareholder’s proposal for 
the ad hoc committee.

According to Milner’s let-
ter, shareholder’s wanted the 
committee “for the purpose of 
providing advocacy and justice 
for safe, decent and affordable 
housing.”

The committee would have 
had no power but would have 
created a place for the share-
holders to let their concerns be 
heard.

Some shareholders have 
been battling with the execu-
tive board and management - 
First Service Residential - for 
months over higher fees and 
issues with their living condi-
tions.

Barbara Jones, a 21-year 
residents of Jamie Towers, pre-
viously told the Bronx Times 
heat in the building has been 
inconsistent.

Jones, who serves as chair 
for Jamie Towers’ Gems and 
Gents Senior Group, said there 
is insuffi cient outdoor lighting 
which can create a scary envi-
ronment for seniors.

According to Jones, 60 per-
cent of the residents in Jamie 
Towers are senior citizens and 
some are 80 and 90 years old.

Milner said many residents 
are wondering why their car-
rying charges and fees are ris-
ing when the conditions in the 
building have not improved.

In addition, she said many 
of the residents in the build-
ing have retired and, while the 
charges and fees are rising, 
their income is not.

In 2016, air conditioner fees 
rose from $25 to $35 and park-
ing fees rose from $50 to $75.

According to Milner, when 
she fi rst moved into Jamie 
Towers in 1994 her carrying 
charges and maintenance fees 
were approximately $480 per 
month.

By the mid 2000s they had 
reached approximately $600, 
she said, and by 2010 her car-

rying charges had climbed to 
$800.

In addition, Milner said the 
hours that security personnel 
are on the grounds have been 
reduced and shareholders were 
not notifi ed.

The Bronx Times asked 
multiple times to speak with 
Earl Washington, president of 
the executive board, but he de-
clined a phone interview twice.

He did not respond to email 
questions at the time of this ar-
ticle.

The DHCR along with Sena-
tor Ruben Diaz and Sepulveda, 
met with shareholders and the 
executive board on November 
4.

Mark Colon, president of the 
Offi ce of Housing Preservation 
for HCR, told Diaz the carrying 
charges and fees increases al-
low the state to make repairs to 
the cooperative.

The Bronx Times attempted 
to contact First Service Resi-
dential but did not receive any 
response.

630 Pugsley Avenue, one of the buildings at Jamie Towers 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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St. Martin de Porres
 Society

,

St. Frances o
f Rome Honor MLK

St. Frances of Rome Church and St. Martin de Porres Society celebrated the life and legacy of the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Sunday, January 15 
at the 4307 Barnes Avenue parish. St. Francis of Assisi School and Our Lady of Grace School students gave incredible dance performances honoring the late 
civil rights leader. Awards were presented to Debbie Marogh-Thompson and Sharon Brown in recognition of their service to the community. Our Lady of Grace 
principal Richard Helmrich (back, l) and second grade teacher Patricia Latty (2nd row, r) with second grade singers and dancers. Photo by Laura Ston

(Above Far left) Sylvia Kennedy (r) of St. Martin de Porres Church presented 
the Correspondent Secretary Award to Sharon Brown (l).

(Above left) Debbie Marogh-Thompson (l) graciously accepted her Women’s 
Club Award from Cynthia Rankie (r) of St. Martin de Porres Church.

(Above) Cosmas Balogen (l) of St. Martin de Porres Church presented an 
award to St. Frances of Rome Church which was accepted by Fr. Francis Orof-
fa (r), associate pastor

(Above right) Deacon John Maulucci opened the program with a prayer.

(Above Insert) Our Lady of Grace dancers performed a praise dance at the 
ceremony

(Left) Our Lady of Grace second graders gave a stirring performance of 
‘Marching on to Freedom Land’. Photo by Laura Stone
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So which came fi rst? The Spanish 
conquistadors or the British colonists? 
Jamestown or St. Augustine? The Span-
ish language or the English language? 
Hernando de Soto or Lewis and Clark? 
Do you know who celebrated Ameri-
ca’s fi rst Christmas? Where the city of 
Galveston, Tx. got its name?

 A new Lehman College course—
LEH 354, The Roots of Our Hispanic 
Heritage, will explore many chapters 
of American history that are seldom 
covered in U.S. history books and class-
rooms. The course is designed to intro-
duce students to the important people, 
events and landmarks marking the his-
tory of Hispanics in North America.

 Journalism Professor Miguel Pérez, 
will be teaching this  interdisciplinary 
analysis of the role of Latinos in Amer-
ican history. The course is based on 
Perez’  HiddenHispanicHeritage.com, a 
decade-long research project (and book 
in progress) that has taken him all over 
the country in search of unheralded 
Hispanic people, places and events most 
history texts ignore.

New Lehman course
 “The students taking this course will 

know why so many American states, 
cities, rivers and other landmarks are 
named in Spanish,” says Pérez. “They 
will know that Hispanic roots have 
been fi rmly planted here for 500 years. 
They will know that Hernando de Soto 
explored the North American wilder-
ness long before Lewis and Clark and 
that St. Augustine, Fl. was founded 42 
years before Jamestown, Va., although 
Jamestown calls itself ‘America’s Birth-
place.’”

 Pérez, is an award-winning journal-
ist who covered the Hispanic commu-
nity for various publications for more 
than three decades, developed a passion 
for more knowledge about Hispanic 
American history. 

This course will require various 
disciplines, from library and internet 
research, to visiting and photograph-
ing historical sites,  and blogging about 
them. LEH 354 will meet on Fridays 
from 2 to 4:40 p.m. The only prerequisite 
is a a thirst for knowledge about His-
panic heritage.

Councilman James Vacca visited P.S. 14 on Friday, January 13 to view a lesson being 
taught as part of FAN4KIDS’ fi tness and nutrition curriculum. Vacca funds FAN4KIDS 
through the discretionary funding process in order to bring healthy living programs 
to his district.

(Above, back, l-r) Andrea Gager of FAN4KIDS and Councilman Vacca engaged stu-
dents in a fun-fi lled fi tness and nutrition lesson. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Councilman Vacca Visits P.S. 14
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present ad at signing. Must take i
$13,674.00; 2016 CR-V LX AWD: $15,366.00; 2017 HR-V LX AWD: $14,313.00. $97.50 doc fee ($75 DMV, $10 Inspection, $12.50 tire). 
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USED CAR SUALL MAKES & MODELS 
AVAILABLE!

Bank 
Fee!

Destination
Fee!

Prep
Fee!

1st 
Payment!

$14,913
Auto, STK#

HU10715L, 6K MI

$18,477
Auto, STK# 

HU10665, 14K MI

$17,309
Auto, STK#

HU10680V, 30K MI

$13,736
Auto, STK#

HU10149L, 3K MI

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

NEW 2017 Honda

CIVIC 2.0 4DR
• Automatic • Rear View Camera 

• Bluetooth • 5-Inch Color
Screen LCD • Model #FC2F5

NEW 2017 Honda

  ACCORD  4DR
• Automatic • Rear View Camera  

• Bluetooth • Alloys 
• Model # CR2F3HEWPER MONTH / 36  MO†^

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 
$995 . ($995 Down Payment,  $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes &

( ) p( ) p

DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
( y y )( y y )

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception:
$995 . ($995 Down Payment,  $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV 

( ) p( ) p

fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
y y )y y )
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onda Dealer
olume

ondaOfNewRochelle.com  

EXIT 15 OFF I-9525 EAST MAIN STREET
NEW CAR SHOWROOM

200 MAIN STREET
USED CAR SHOWROOM

888.409.3688 888.409.3687PM

mmediate delivery from in stock units only. No two offers can be combined. No prior deals apply. Residuals: 2017 Civic LX 2.0 4DR: $12,836.00; 2017 Accord LX 4DR: 
e for repairs, maintenance excess wear and tear and excess miles of 10k per year at the rate of .15¢ each additional mile. Offers expire 1/26/17. #BT012017

UPERSTORE OVER 170 CARS IN-STOCK 
READY TO GO!

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

NEW 2016 Honda

CR-V AWD
• Automatic • Rear View Camera  
• Bluetooth • Front Side Airbags

• Model #RM4H3GEW

NEW 2017 Honda

HR-V  AWD
Automatic • Backup Camera

• USB Audio Interface • Remote Entry 
• Alloy Wheels • Model # RU6H3PER MONTH / 36  MO†^

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 
$995 . ($995 Down Payment,  $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & 

( ) p( ) p

DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
( y y )( y y )

yy
With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception:E ll t C dit S (720 S ) 36 M th L T t l D t I ti
$995 . ($995 Down Payment,  $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & 

( ) p( ) p

DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
( y y )( y y )

 **Valued at $ 595.00 Consumer 
is responsible to report and pay all 

applicable taxes on included Remote 
Starter. Aftermarket remote starter 
installed after purchase.  No two 

offers can be combined.  Included 
with advertised vehicles only.  Must 

be in-stock vehicle.  Photos used for 
illustrative purposes only.

Included With Purchase or Lease of 
Any Advertised New Vehicle Today!

Remote Starter!**
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The All New 
2017 Honda 

CR-V 
In Stock Now!

Just In Time 
FOR THE NEW YEAR!It’s Here!

w!

FOR THE NEW YEAR!

$25,772
Manual, STK#

HU10597, 16K MI

$15,150
Auto, STK#

HU10711, 46K MI,

$14,979
Auto, STK#

HU10549, 32K MI

$27,164
Auto, STK#

HU10713, 7K MI
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

The Bronx Tourism Council announced an ini-
tiative with Zipcar to help promote restaurants and 
other businesses in the borough. The emphasis is on 
giving Zipcar members added value while introduc-
ing them to eating establishments not easily-accessi-
ble by subway. Restaurants, as well as some stores, 
will be offering 15% off food items and select prod-
ucts in areas such as Riverdale, Throggs Neck, City 
Island, and Arthur Avenue, recently named one of 
America’s Greatest Streets by the American Plan-
ners Association. These neighborhoods are off the 
beaten path and suffer most once the holiday rush is 
over and winter sets in.

“That’s no reason to stay home,” says Olga Luz 
Tirado, executive director of The Bronx Tourism 
Council. She adds, “There are plenty of delicious 
reasons to bundle up and get out there.”

“Our borough is home to some of the greatest res-
taurants and eateries the city has to offer, and this 
partnership between The Bronx Tourism Council 
and Zipcar will provide epicureans with an oppor-
tunity to explore the great tastes our borough has to 
offer. I congratulate Zipcar on this tremendous new 
partnership with The Bronx Tourism Council, and 
I look forward to working with them in the future,” 
said Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.

Restaurants participating in the promotion in-
clude:

Riverdale: Bacco, 3524 Johnson Avenue;                 
Blackstone, 3713 Riverdale Avenue; and Moss Café, 
3260 Johnson Avenue.

Throggs Neck: Escape Latino, 1841 Hobart Av-
enue; Ice House Café, 140 Reynolds Avenue; Lucca 
Restaurant, 3019 Westchester Avenue; and Outback 
Steakhouse, 270 Baychester Avenue;.

Arthur Avenue: Catania’s Pizzeria & Café, 2307 
Arthur Avenue.

City Island: Bistro SK, 273 City Island Avenue.
Other Participants: Bronx Brewery, 856 East 

136th Street; Gun Hill Brewing Company, 3227 La-
conia Avenue; and  Gun Hill Tavern, 780 East 133rd 
Street.

In addition to restaurants, the website will in-
clude boutique shops, museums and galleries to pe-
ruse, and specialty markets that offer a variety of 
products.

Kaleidoscope Gallery – 15% off select items, 280 
City Island Avenue; Focal Point Gallery – 15-30% off 
select items, 321 City Island Avenue; and Cerini Cof-
fee & Gifts – 15% off select items, 2334 Arthur Ave-
nue.

Other participating institutions can be found in 
the Zipcar “Deals” page at Zipcar.com/bronxguide.

Boro partners with Zipcar

One person is in recovery after a car overturned on the 
Grand Concourse last week. According to police, the black 
Toyota was speeding and struck a concrete pedestrian bar-
rier in the center lane at Grand Concourse and East 149th 
Street on Tuesday, January 10 at 10:25 p.m. The Toyota’s 
driver suffered minor injuries and was taken to Lincoln Hos-
pital for treatment. The incident is still under investigation.
                               Photo by Edwin Soto

AUTO OVERTURNS ON CONCOURSE
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Like Us On
Facebook

Your Bronx

Neighbor That

Cares For You

2000 E. GUN HILL ROAD
BRONX, NY 10469

(718) 320-0400
WWW.KINGSHARBOR.COM

Like Us On
Facebook

2000 E. GUN HILL ROAD
BRONX, NY 10469

(718) 320-0400
WWW.KINGSHARBOR.COM

WHO KNEW ALL OF THIS

Your Bronx

Neighbor That

Cares For You

Five Star
Quality Rated
by Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services

Ranked In 1st
Quintile by New 

York State Quality 
Pool Indicators

WAS AT KINGS HARBOR?

I visited the beauty 
salon, made new 
friends and went 

to the theatre.
All of this while 

receiving excellent 
medical care and 
rehabilitation at
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Apply
Now!

NYSCAS

Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s 
and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area. 

Think college, think NYSCAS. A division of Touro College. 

 

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit: www.touro.edu

CHOOSE FROM CAREER-FOCUSED MAJORS INCLUDING:

Diandra J. 
A.A. | NYSCAS ’16
B.A. | NYSCAS ’17

Paralegal

←

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

855.21.TOURO (855.218.6876)    

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

212.463.0400 x5500

Three St. Catharine Academy stu-
dents were among the more than 80 
high school students who had their 
work exhibited at the StArt 2017 Re-
gional High School Art Exhibition 
at Concordia College in Bronxville, 
New York.  

Twenty-nine private and pub-
lic high schools from the Bronx, 
Westchester, Fairfield, Rockland, 
and Orange counties participated in 
the exhibition.  

Goals of the exhibition are to give 
high school students an opportunity 
to showcase their work and to build 
their credentials and portfolios for 
college.  

Students from St. Catharine 
Academy who participated are Jo-
sette Michele Cantatore, Luviannie 
Morales, and Savannah Banscak-
Smith.

Josette Cantatore’s painting was 
inspired by a friend.  “My friend is 
very fond of nature.  The idea came to 
me when I watched her pick flowers 
and put them in her hair.  I thought 
it was visually beautiful and I de-
cided to make it into a painting.”  

Savannah Banscak-Smith’s 
painting was inspired by her sister.  
“I took a series of photos of my lit-
tle sister while taking a walk.  The 
portrait was inspired by one of the 
photos.”  

Luviannie Morales’s painting 
was inspired by her desire to tell a 
story based on her own life experi-
ences, now and into the future.  “My 
painting shows how one can grow, 
overcome obstacles, and maintain 
an open mind in order to soar like a 
bird,” said Luviannie.

SCA offers a comprehensive art 

program where students may take 
three years of art.  The curriculum 
includes introduction to art, draw-
ing and painting I and II, advertising 
design, fashion design, photoshop, 
and culminates with AP Studio Art.  
In recent years SCA graduates have 
pursued their studies at the School 
of Visual Arts, Fashion Institute 
of Design and Merchandising, and 
Fashion Institute of Technology.

SCA students participate 
in StArt 2017 Art Exhibition

Luvianne Morales stands before the paint-
ings of SCA artists.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Hi again, some dates 

to remember, better yet, 
put them on your calen-
dar, even better, your 
fancy phone.

Sunday, February 5, 
11 a.m. Mass will be ded-
icated to 4 Chaplains Sunday. Legion 
Family will form up at       10: 30 a.m. at 
St. Benedict.

The 3rd Sunday is our post meeting 
at American Turners NY, starting 11 
a.m. sharp.

Sunday, March 12 we have our an-
nual St. Patrick’s Day Parade down the 
avenue.  Mass at St. Benedict is 9 a.m.,  
then fall in as usual at E.Tremont and 
Lafayette avenues.

Thursday, April 7 is the National 

Commander’s Visit and 
Dinner at Antun’s in 
Queens. Reservations 
required, they fi ll up 
fast for such a great eve-
ning.

Our Sunday, April 3 
meeting falls on Easter 

Sunday so we will move our post meet-
ing to the fourth Sunday.  Also in June, 
the third Sunday is always Father’s 
Day so June’s meeting will also be the 
fourth Sunday. Probably our end of 
sesson BBQ too.  Advanced notice for 
you really organized people, remind-
ers to follow.

Utill next time: “Any club that 
would have me as a member, I 
wouldn’t belong to”!  - Marx (Grocho 
that is).

Rony Gutierrez has been 
awarded an $18,160 “All-Ameri-
can Scholarship” to attend Alfred 
State.

Gutierrez is slated to graduate 
in 2017 from Saint Raymond High 
School Boys and intends to enroll 
in the forensic science technology 
(BS) program.

The “All-American Scholar-
ship” (free board {14-meal}) is 
awarded to students who possess 
an 89 or better cumulative high 
school average through their ju-
nior year and who have achieved 

St. Raymond student wins 
All-American Scholarship

at least a 1220 combined reading/
writing and math new SAT (1150 
combined critical reading and 
math old SAT) or a composite ACT 
score of 24. 

Recipients must maintain a re-
quired grade point average to con-
tinue to receive free board in subse-
quent semesters.         

Fully accredited by the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and 
Schools, Alfred State offers some 49 
associate degree programs, 23 bac-
calaureate degree programs, and 
two certifi cate programs.

Mosholu Montefi ore Community 
Center is offering free tax prepara-
tion. This service will be offered in 
two locations: MMCC Main Building, 
3450 Dekalb Avenue, Tuesday through 
Friday evenings and Saturday (call for 
exact times); and Fort Independence 
Community Center at 3350 Bailey Av-
enue, Tuesday through Friday 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

 This program is free for families 
with an income of $34,000 and under 
and individuals with income $30,000 

and under.
 The following forms are required 

to get this free service:
• All W2 forms
• 1099 forms (if applicable)
• Photo ID
• Social Security Card or ITIN num-

bers for self, spouse and every depen-
dent

• Health forms 1095 or health insur-
ance statements

 For information and to make an ap-
pointment call DeWayne Lee, tax pro-
gram director at (718) 882-4000 ext. 209

MMCC offers free tax preparation
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(l-r) Rabbi Dr. Edward Reichman, Montefi ore Hospital; Michael J. Brescia, MD, Calvary Hos-
pital; Rabbi Mordechai Willig, Yeshiva University and Rabbi Hershel Welcher, Congregation 
Ahavas Yisroel were featured speakers at the educational event. 
 Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

Calvary Hospital and the National Association of Chevra Kadisha educated more than 30 
community rabbis, rabbinic students and chaplains from across the greater New York area 
on Thursday, January 12 at the hospital’s Bronx campus. The event emphasized advanced 
directives in Halacha, pain management, delirium and palliative care, hydration and nutri-
tion and the hospital chaplain as a liaison to the community rabbi.

CALVARY HELPS EDUCATE COMMUNITY RABBIS

Bronx Chamber president Nunzio del Greco (c) celebrated with Apple Bank managers (l-r) 
Kim Lane, Nicole McNulty, Sharelle Gardner and Sharon Campbell. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce hosted an exciting Evening Business Networking Event on 
Thursday, January 12 at the Residence Inn by Marriott in the Hutch Metro Center Atrium.

BRONX CHAMBER HOSTS NETWORKING EVENT

Assemblyman Crespo (l) and Senator Diaz (r) told the story of the Three Kings. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.; Assembly members Marcos Crespo and Luis Sepulveda; Councilman Rafael Salamanca; New York Hispanic 
Clergy Organization; Radio Vision Cristiana International; Radio Cantico Nuevo and local organizations celebrated the Feast of the 
Epiphany with P.S. 5 students and their families on Saturday, January 7.

SENATOR DIAZ CELEBRATES THREE KINGS DAY AT P.S. 5

Assemblyman Crespo distributed toys to children 
at the celebration. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) KIPP Alumni Audrey Bonnet and Lisandro 
Florencio and others network with IBB Con-
sulting’s Greg Shaw and Vonne Williams from 
Active Increase. Photo courtesy of SKD Knick

KIPP NYC hosted its annual job summit on 
Saturday, January 7 for more than 200 KIPP 
graduates to assess career opportunities, 
network among more than 30 NYC compa-
nies hiring for good-paying jobs and match 
their K-12 and higher-education experience 
to the ideal fi rst step in their careers.

KIPP CONNECTS WITH
 DREAM CAREERS
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Action

Association

Simone Development Com-
panies announces the sign-
ing of four new and expansion 
leases totaling nearly 20,000 
square feet of offi ce and medi-
cal space at the Metro Center 
Atrium at 1776 Eastchester 
Road and 1250 Waters Place 
at their fl agship Hutchinson 
Metro Center in the Bronx.

 GNC, one of the nation’s 
leading nutritional supple-
ment retailers, has signed 
a long-term lease for 1,100 
square feet on the ground fl oor 
of the Atrium at 1776 East-
chester Road within the Hutch 
Metro Center. GNC joins other 
retail tenants such as LA Fit-
ness, Applebee’s, Dunkin Do-
nuts and Tatiana Day Spa at 
the 360,000-square-foot mixed-
use building featuring three 
fl oors of Class A offi ce and 
medical space. The complex 
is also home to the borough’s 
only nationally fl agged hotel, 
the Marriott Residence Inn. 
Only one prime retail space of 
850 square-feet remains at the 
nearly fully occupied prop-
erty.

 In another new lease, Gate-

Simone Development signs new leases
way Counseling Center, Inc. 
(GCC), a 25-year old non-profi t 
providing services to indi-
viduals, including those with 
mental illness and develop-
mental disabilities, has signed 
a 4,600+ square-foot lease to 
move their executive offi ces 
to the Bronx in an expansion 
move.

“GCC is particularly ex-
cited about this move because 
it will provide growth and ex-
posure to the agency,” said 
Gateway CEO Fred Romero, 
MBA, LCSW. “With the clini-
cal programs expanding and 
the innovative workforce com-
ing up with new projects and 
ideas for programs for people 
with developmental disabili-
ties or mental illness in our 
care GCC’s Executive Team 
and Board of Directors felt it 
was necessary to move to al-
low for expansion.”

 The Law Offi ces of Joseph 
A. Romano P.C. has also signed 
a long-term lease expansion at 
the Metro Center, more than 
doubling its space to nearly 
10,000 square feet.

 At the nearby 1250 Wa-

ters Place on the Hutch Metro 
Campus, Affi nity Health Plan 
has signed a new long-term 
lease for 2,000 square-feet long 
term lease for their new retail 
information center. For al-
most 30 years, Affi nity Health 
Plan has been offering New 
York State-sponsored free or 
low-cost health coverage to 
New Yorkers who have Medic-
aid or no health insurance at 
all. They are a long-term ten-
ant at the Hutch Metro Center, 
and one of the largest tenants 
in the portfolio.

 Josh Gopan, director of 
Leasing for Hutch Metro Cen-
ter, represented the owner, 
Simone Development, in all 
transactions

 Simone Development’s 
Hutchinson Metro Center is 
one of the most successful 
commercial projects in the 
history of the Bronx, totaling 
over 1.4 million square feet of 
offi ce, medical and retail space 
that is nearly completely oc-
cupied by some of the leading 
medical, educational and gov-
ernment tenants in New York 
City, including Montefi ore 

Hospital, Affi nity Health Sys-
tems, Mercy College, the NYC 
Housing Authority, the IRS 
and the NYC Administration 
of Children’s Services among 
dozens of tenants employing 
over 6,000 individuals.

“The Metro Center Atrium, 
the latest addition to the grow-
ing Hutch Metro Campus, has 
been extremely attractive to re-
tail, medical and offi ce tenants 
since opening just two years 

ago,” said Gopan. “The prop-
erty already offers convenient 
access to Manhattan, Queens, 
Long Island and Westchester, 
and with the planned addi-
tion of a MetroNorth station 
directly adjacent to the Metro 
Center Atrium, the Hutch 
Metro Center offers the con-
venience and opportunity for 
expansion of a suburban of-
fi ce park setting in the heart of 
New York City.”

Completed Metro Center Atrium.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
If a key industry dramati-

cally increased its prices far 
higher and faster than the cost 
of infl ation, while delivering a 
product that was manifestly 
declining in quality while 
company offi cials openly ex-
pressed contempt for those 
paying for its services, there 
is little doubt that politicians 
and pundits would rapidly and 
loudly call for investigations 
and the imposition of regula-
tions.

That is precisely what is oc-
curring in America’s colleges, 
where tuition rates have been 
hiked by 74% since 1995.

However, they are escap-
ing the scrutiny they truly de-
serve.

As the New York Analysis 
of Policy and Government has 
noted, “Stunning tuition cost 
hikes have outpaced price in-
creases in just about every 
other area. U.S. News reported 
in 2013 that

“According to data from 
the Labor Department, the 
price index for college tuition 
grew by nearly 80 percent be-

tween August 2003 and Au-
gust 2013. That is nearly twice 
as fast as growth in costs in 
medical care, another area 
widely recognized for fast-
rising prices. It’s also more 
than twice as fast as the over-
all consumer price index dur-
ing that same period.” During 
that time period, college tu-
ition increased 79.5%, while 
the Consumer Price index 
increased only 26.7%, medi-
cal care, 43.1%, food and bev-
erages, 31.2%, and housing 
22.8%. The money hasn’t gone 
into improving the educa-
tional experience of students, 
and it hasn’t gone into the sal-
aries of professors. A Wash-
ington Monthly review  found 
that ‘as colleges and universi-
ties have had more money to 
spend, they have not chosen to 
spend it on expanding their in-
structional resources—that is, 
on paying faculty. They have 
chosen, instead, to enhance 
their administrative and staff 
resources. A comprehensive 
study published by the Delta 
Cost Project in 2010 reported 
that between 1998 and 2008, 

America’s private colleges 
increased spending on in-
struction by 22 percent while 
increasing spending on ad-
ministration and staff support 
by 36 percent. Parents who 
wonder why college tuition is 
so high and why it increases 
so much each year may be 
less than pleased to learn that 
their sons and daughters will 
have an opportunity to inter-
act with more administrators 
and staffers… Over the past 
four decades…the number of 
full-time professors or ‘full-
time equivalents’—that is, 
slots fi lled by two or more part-
time faculty members whose 
combined hours equal those 
of a full-timer—increased 
slightly more than 50 percent. 
That percentage is compara-
ble to the growth in student 
enrollments during the same 

time period. But the number 
of administrators and admin-
istrative staffers employed by 
those schools increased by an 
astonishing 85 percent and 240 
percent, respectively.”

Individuals are free to de-
cide whether it is appropri-
ate to overpay for declining 
quality, but taxpayers are not. 
State colleges are clearly sup-
ported by taxpayer funds, but 
so are for-profi t universities.

Open Secrets notes: “For-
profi t institutions derive much 
of their funding from the fed-
eral government, in the form 
of fi nancial aid grants and 
subsidized student loans.”

The Fiscal Times found 
that “Between 2000 and 2010…
The portion [of students] re-
ceiving federal aid skyrock-
eted from 31.6 percent to 47.8 
percent, and the average 
award nearly doubled. In ad-
dition, the percentage tak-
ing out student loans climbed 
from 40.1 percent to 50.1 per-
cent, and the average borrow-
ing rose 76 percent. The ramp-
up in loans to students has not 
only driven up costs but has 

undermined the value of a col-
lege degree. Some 30 percent of 
people ages 25 to 29 are college 
graduates today, up from 12 
percent in the 1970s…Richard 
Vedder, economics professor 
at Ohio University, has writ-
ten that we have one million 
retail sales clerks and 115,000 
janitors with college diplomas. 
At the same time, one fi fth of 
the country’s managers say 
they can’t fi nd skilled workers 
to fi ll job openings.”

The Rand Corporation 
questions the effect of tuition 
subsidies. “…almost 30 years 
ago, then-Secretary of Educa-
tion William Bennett warned 
that tuition subsidies may also 
encourage institutions to raise 
tuition, since the government 
would foot the bill. Research 
on what came to be known as 
the ‘Bennett Hypothesis’ in-
creasingly suggests the secre-
tary was correct.”

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND 
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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FIAME board members and 2017 honorees celebrated the Feast of the Three Kings. 
 Photo courtesy of FIAME

The Forum for Italian American Educators celebrated its Feast of the Three Kings Luncheon 
on Sunday, January 8 at Fratelli’s Restaurant.

FIAME SERVES 3 KINGS DAY LUNCHEON

Senator Klein (back, 2nd from r), Assemblyman Sepulveda (front, 2nd from l) and Female 
District Leader Julia Rodriguez (front, r) with the Holy Family Choir and Nativity performers.
 Photo courtesy Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda commemorated the Feast of the Epiph-
any with their fourth annual Three Kings Day celebration with Female District Leader Julia 
Rodriguez on Saturday, January 7 at Holy Family Church.

KLEIN, SEPULVEDA HOST 3 KINGS CELEBRATION

Councilman Andy King hosted 
an open house at his 940 E. Gun 
Hill road district offi ce on Sun-
day, January 15 to celebrate 
the birthday and legacy of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Faith Christian Academy 
students graced the audience 
with songs and a performance 
of speeches by Dr. King. Movies 
honoring the late civil rights 
leader Dr. King and President 
Barack Obama were shown at 
the fun-fi lled event. 

COUNCILMAN ANDY KING HONORS MLK AT OPEN HOUSE

Rabbi Keith Elijah Thompson 
opened the event with prayer 
and the blowing of the Shofar. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Councilman King (back, c) with the members of The Faith Christian Academy. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Klein (back, 4th from r) and Assem-
blyman Crespo (2nd row, 2nd from r) gave 
presents to local children in celebration of 
Three Kings Day. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo and Councilwoman Annabel Palma 
celebrated the Feast of the Epiphany at their 
second annual Three Kings Celebration at 
Sack Wern Houses on Saturday, January 7. 
Local children received art sets, doctor kits 
and other fun toys at the event held in part-
nership with Sack Wern Houses Residents 
Association and Clason Point Gardens Ten-
ant Association.

3 KINGS 
CELEBRATION AT 

SACK WERN HOUSES
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The challenge faced by fam-
ily caregivers, particularly 
those who care for parents and 
other elderly loved ones, can 
be extremely stressful.  

 To help community resi-
dents better cope with this 
role, SBH Health System and 
R.A.I.N., will present on the 
topic “Helping Family Care-
givers Care for their Elderly 
Loved Ones” as part of the hos-
pital’s popular Dinner with a 
Doctor series. The events will 
be held Tuesday, January 24 
(in English) and on Thursday, 
January 26 (in Spanish), with 
both sessions to begin at 6 p.m. 
The event, which is free to 
the public, will be held in the 
Braker Building boardroom 
on the St. Barnabas Hospital 
campus (Third Avenue and 
183rd Street.). 

 “Many baby boomers to-

day fi nd themselves juggling 
their own families and ca-
reer responsibilities with the 
need to care for aging par-
ents and other elderly rela-
tives,” said Dr. Joel sender, a 
geriatrician and division Di-
rector of Geriatrics at SBH 
Health System.  “This is be-
ing more and more common 
with people living longer to-
day and preferring to live 
at home as long as possible.  
While there may not be any 
solutions, there are steps 
that can be taken to reduce 
the increasing likelihood of 
caregiver burnout.”

 SBH Health System will 
be teaming up with R.A.I.N., 
a multi-social service agency 
with 10 Bronx-based neigh-
borhood senior centers, which 
provides such services as 
home-delivered meals, trans-

Caring For Elderly Loved Ones will be 
topic of upcoming ‘Dinner With A Doctor’

portation services, assis-
tance with benefi ts and en-
titlements, case management 
and elder abuse services, and 
a community-based mobile 
meals program.  The English 
presentation will be given by 
Dr. Sender and the Spanish 
by Dr. Anderson Torres, presi-
dent of R.A.I.N.

 The Geriatrics Center, 
which is part of the Center 
for Comprehensive Care at 
SBH, addresses the special 
health care needs of older 
adults.  The team, consist-
ing of a board certifi ed geri-
atrician, a nurse practitio-
ner, registered nurse, and a 
medical assistant, performs 
physical, ambulation, mem-
ory, nutritional, audio and 
visual screenings.  It treats 
those medical conditions that 
are common to seniors:  high 

blood pressure, high choles-
terol, heart conditions, ar-
thritis, emphysema and dia-
betes. Specialists examine 
changes in patients’ function 
that can impact their well-be-
ing and independence, includ-
ing falls and balance issues, 
osteoporosis, urinary incon-
tinence, memory loss, demen-
tia and depression.

Dinner with a Doctor is 
held at St. Barnabas Hospital 
on a regular basis, with mem-
bers of the medical staff avail-
able to discuss various health 
issues while attendees enjoy a 
light meal.   

 “We encourage members of 
the communities we serve to 
take advantage of our Dinner 
with a Doctor series,” said Len 
Walsh, executive vice presi-
dent and chief operating offi -
cer at St. Barnabas Hospital.  

“It gives them a chance to meet 
some of the area’s best doc-
tors and get answers to ques-
tions they may have on vari-
ous health and medical topics.  
We view the upcoming presen-
tation, led by Dr. Sender and 
the people at R.A.I.N., as an 
excellent opportunity for fam-
ily caregivers to learn how to 
better cope with the stresses 
that can come with caring for 
elderly loved ones.”

 Dinner with a Doctor is 
free and limited to 60 people. 
You must be 16 years of age or 
older to attend and reserva-
tions are required to assure 
that space will be available.  

To RSVP contact Diana 
Loubriel at (718) 960-9295. 
Parking is available by en-
tering the hospital campus 
at Third Avenue and 183rd 
Street.

BY STEVEN GLOSSER 
AND ANDREA SIEGEL 

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
would like to wish everyone a 
Happy, Healthy New Year.

The PPNA held its monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, January 
10  at Bronx House.  We had 
two guest speakers from One 
Police Plaza.  NYPD Detective 
Anthony Elio and SDS Lam-
bros Gavalas of the Financial 
Assistance Support Team.

These two detectives gave 
the attendees an informative 
slide  presentation and hand-
outs on the many types of 
fraud and identify theft.

Did you know that identify 
theft can make it hard for you 
to get credit, a job, a place to 
live or utilities?  You can re-
duce your risk of being hurt 
by identify theft.  At  home you 
should keep your fi nancial 
records and Social Security 
cards in a safe place, shred pa-
pers that have your personal or 
medical information on them, 
and take mail out of your mail-
box as soon as you can.  

When you do business only 
give your social security num-
ber if you must.  Ask if you 
can you can use another kind 
of identifi cation. Do not give 
your personal information 
to someone who calls you or 
emails you. On the computer 
use passwords that are not 
easy to guess, use numbers 
or symbols when you can. Do 
not respond to emails or other 
messages that ask for personal 

information.  Do not put per-
sonal information on a com-
puter in a public place, like the 
library.

Ways to know if someone 
steals your identify;  read your 
bills and account statements 
carefully and watch for things 
you did not buy, withdrawals 
you did not make, a change of 
your address that you did not 
expect and bills that stop com-
ing.  Check medical statements, 
you might see charges you 
do not recognize. That might 
mean someone stole your iden-
tify  .Read your credit report 
carefully. Look for mistakes or 
accounts you do not recognize. 
This could mean someone stole 
your identify.

Is someone  using your per-
sonal or fi nancial information 
to make purchases, get bene-
fi ts, fi le taxes or commit fraud?  
That’s identity theft. Visit Iden-
tityTheft.gov to report identity 
theft and get a personal recov-
ery plan. The site provides de-
tailed advise for tax, medical, 
and child identity theft plus 
over thirty other types of iden-
tity theft.  There are many 
steps to take take when you 
realize a fraud has occurred.  
First of all call the fraud de-
partment of the company, ex-
plain that someone stole your 
identity.  Ask them to close or 
freeze the account.  Then no 
one can add new charges un-
less you agree.  Change logins, 
passwords, and PINS for your 
accounts.  

Place a fraud alert on your 

credit reports.  A fraud alert is 
free. It will make it harder for 
someone to open new accounts 
in your name. To place a fraud 
alert contact one of the three 
credit bureaus. That company 
must tell the other two. The 
three credit bureaus are Expe-
rian, TransUnion, and Equi-
fax.   Review your credit re-
ports, Make note of any account 
or transaction you don’t recog-
nize. This will help you report 
the theft to the police.  Your 
next step might be closing ac-
counts opened in your name or 
reporting fraudulent charges 
to your credit card company.

There are three types of 
fraud alerts: Initial fraud alert  
which is if your concerned 
about identity theft  but haven”t 
yet become a victim, this fraud 
protects your credit from un-
verifi ed access for at least 90 
days.You may want to place a 
fraud alert on your fi le if your 
wallet, Social Security card 
or other personal, fi nancial or 
account  information are ever 
lost or stolen. Extended fraud 
alert is for victims of identity 
theft, an extended fraud alert 
protects your credit for seven 
years. Active Duty Military 
Alert  are for those in the mili-

tary who want to protect their 
credit while deployed, this type 
of fraud alert lasts for one year.  

Detective Elio and Gavalas 
also instructed us to try to re-
view our credit reports several 
times a year, to make sure the 
information is accurate, com-
plete and up to date  before you 
apply for a loan for a major pur-
chase like a house or car,  buy 
insurance or apply for a job. To 
help repair possible identity 
theft, identity thieves may use 
your information  to open new 
credit accounts in your name. 
Then when you don”t pay the 
bills the delinquent account 
is reported on your credit re-
port. Inaccurate information 
like that could affect your abil-
ity to get credit, insurance or 
even a job.

These detectives also dis-
cussed mail phishing and how 
to combat it.  Never put your 
mail in a box that has a sticky 
substance on it or has a string 
hanging out from it.  They rec-
ommend bringing your mail 
directly to the post offi ce and 
use the box inside the station.  
Also when writing out checks 
use a Gel Pen as this makes 
it quite diffi cult for the check 
to be ‘washed’.  When using 
the ATM machine always be 
aware of who is around you.  
Don’t use ATM machines that 
are on the street on in bo-
dega’s.  Only use the ones in 
banks if possible.

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association  
thanks detectives Elio and 

Gavalas with providing those 
who attended the meeting  
with such invaluable informa-
tion .

On December 20 the Pel-
ham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association along with the 
Pelham Parkway Vision Cen-
ter of Lydig Avenue held its an-
nual toy giveaway.  Thanks to 
the generous donations from  
Democratic State Committee-
man Joe McManus and Apple 
Bank manager Shirelle Gard-
ner and the Pelham Parkway 
Vision Center we had an ex-
tremely successful event.  Joe 
also graciously agreed to play 
Santa to the delight of all the 
children. Because of their gen-
erosity  we were able to  pro-
vide  wonderful gifts to our 
neighborhood kids. They are 
all extremely community 
minded and always put their 
neighborhood fi rst.

A quick correction from 
last months meeting,  One of 
our wonderful guest speakers 
Kenneth Gelnick is formerly 
from the Parking Violations 
Bureau and is now in private 
practice.

The next meeting of the 
PPNA is Tuesday, February 
14 .Our special guest speaker 
will be the new Captain of the 
49 Precinct, Captain Thomas 
Alps.  The PPNA works year 
round and around the clock to 
improve the quality of life in 
Pelham Parkway.  Follow us 
on Facebook.  We can always 
be reached by email at Pelham-
ParkwayNA @gmail.com.
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More than 900 girls from 40 Bronx schools in School District 11 joined Councilman King (back, l), NYC Shools Chancellor Farina (2nd row, c) and their teachers for a special viewing of ‘Hid-
den Figures’. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

Over 900 girls from 40 Bronx schools in School District 11 were treated to a special viewing of the fi lm, ‘Hidden Figures’ on Thursday, January 12 in celebration of a ‘Math Rocks’ event. 
Joining the girls at the Bay Plaza Movie Theater were Councilman Andy King; NYC Schools Chancellor Carmen Farina; District 11 superintendent Meisha-Ross Porter and Dr. Jeremy Kabinoff, 
Ed.D, principal leadership facilitator and District 11 deputy superintendent. Prior to the fi lm, Councilman King presented Ross-Porter with the inaugural People Pay Attention to People 
Who Participate School Superintendent Award.

SCHOOL DISTRICT 11 HOSTS ‘MATH ROCKS’ EVENT

‘Dr. Drum’ Jose Ortiz (back, c) led residents 
in a parranda. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Kingsbridge Octavitas Parranda History 
Workshop and Singing Practice was held on 
Friday, January 13 at St. James Recreation 
Center. The event was held the day before 
the inaugural Kingsbridge Octavitas Parran-
da on Saturday, January 14. Octavitas is one 
of the fi nal celebrations during the Puerto 
Rican holiday season involving ‘parrandas’ 
in which neighbors go door to door in the 
middle of the night to sing Christmas carols.

PARRANDA HISTORY 
WORKSHOP, SINGING

 PRACTICE

Margaret Mirando, principal (front, 3rd from l); Alia Sabbs from Showcase School (front, r) and Raquel Que-
sada, assistant principal (front, 2nd from r) with faculty. Photo by Aracelis Batista

P.S. 71 was honored as a ‘Showcase School’ on Friday, January 13 for its collection of resources establishing strategies, tools and resources to promote student engagement.

P.S. 71 HONORED AS ‘SHOWCASE SCHOOL’

Mr. Baez gave an infromative presentation to his seventh grade class. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Bronx Chamber of Commerce highlights

NUNZIO DEL GRECO

BY NUNZIO DEL GRECO
This is an historic event. 

I am very proud to announce 
that the fi rst annual Bronx 
Business Direcory & Resource 
Guide of the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce has been pub-
lished. The borough of the 
Bronx has never had such a 
comprehensive publication 
printed. The Bronx Business 
Direcory & Resource Guide of 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce includes: Company ad-
vertisements, Listing of all 
elected offi cials representing 
The Bronx, map of the Bronx, 
photos of the offi cers, board of 
director members, chamber 
staff, corporate sponsor lo-
gos, chairman and President 
Circle logos, Chamber Year 
in Photos, Bronx Highlights 
in Housing, Arts and Culture, 
Tourism, Recreation, Higher 
Education, Timeline of the 
Bronx through the Centuries, 
New York City Resources and 
contact information, alphabet-
ical listings of members of the 
members of the Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce and listings 
by categories.

Publishing in 2017 I believe, 
fulfi lls an important need and 
service for the membership 
and the Bronx business com-
munity. There is a lot of excite-
ment and enthusiasm from 
current and new members re-

garding the business direc-
tory. Over 120 new companies 
have joined the Bronx Cham-
ber in the past 12 months. 
They see and understand the 
value and importance of the 
printed directory in addition 
to the many benefi ts of mem-
bership. As a courtesy to new 
companies that join during 
2017, the Bronx Business Di-
recory & Resource Guide, an 
addendum will be updated 
each month and included with 
the directory as they are dis-
tributed.

Major businesses and in-
stitutions in the Bronx also 
believed in the value of the 
Bronx Business Directory and 
have committed signifi cantly 
with their advertising dollars. 
Some of the confi rmed 2017 ad-
vertisers include: Active Staff-
ing Services; American Main-
tenance; Apple Bank; Berkeley 
College; Bronx Lebanon Hos-
pital; Castle Hill Recycling; 
Certifi ed Alarm Tech Systems 
Inc.; Children’s Corner Learn-
ing Center; Cottam Heating 
& Air Conditioning; Country 
Bank; Halstead Property; F & 
F Insurance Services; Flush-
ing Bank; Fordham Univer-
sity; Hutchinson Metro Center; 
ISE Offi ce Plus; Law Offi ces of 
Joseph A. Romano PC; Man-
hattan College; Manhattan 
Parking; Marriott Residence 

Inn; Metro Optics Eyewear; 
MetroPlus Health Plan; Milea 
Auto Group; Monroe College; 
Mosholu Montefi ore Commu-
nity Center; New York Yan-
kees; Pisacano Eye Surgery 
& Laser Specialists; Premier 
Facility Management; Rand 
Commercial; Ridgewood Sav-
ings Bank; Rite Check Cash-
ing; RM Friedland; Rooter 
Plus Plumbing & Heating; Stop 
& Stor New York’s Self Stor-
age; Royal Regency Hotel; Tar-
rytech Computer; Woodlawn 
Cemetery; and Tompkins Ma-
hopac Bank.

The directory will be dis-
tributed to more than 2,000 
member businesses, new busi-

nesses, and select governmen-
tal offi ces. It will also be dis-
tributed at Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce events throughout 
the year. Membership in 2017 
will signifi cantly increase as 
more and more businesses 
see and understand the value 
of membership in the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce. Since 
January 2016, over 65 work-
shops, seminars, job and in-
terview fairs and networking 
events for members, non-mem-
bers and businesses.  The 2017 
calendar of events will offer 
even more opportunities to 
network.

Greater participation from 
the membership will also 
emerge from the expanded list 
of committees of the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce. Serv-
ing on committees is an excel-
lent way to network and meet 
potential new customers; con-
tribute directly to the work of 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce; interact with fellow 
members to share ideas and 
common interests; further 
the Chamber’s objectives for 
Bronx businesses and the bor-
ough through its promotion, 
support and advocacy initia-
tives.

Members have the oppor-
tunity to volunteer and serve 
on any one of 9 committees of 
their choice such as: Business 

Development; Bylaws; Events; 
Finance; Legislative; Mem-
bership; MWBE; Technology 
& Social Media; and Young 
Professionals Network.

I am very excited to be a 
leader in the continuing re-
naissance in our great bor-
ough and the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce. I look forward to 
your active membership and 
meeting you at some of our up-
coming networking events. 

The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce is one of the most 
infl uential, professional and 
successful organizations and 
voice for businesses in Bronx 
County. Professionals and 
companies are drawn to the 
successful companies and ac-
tive members affi liated with 
the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce. Membership includes 
businesses ranging from 
large corporations, cultural 
institutions, universities and 
colleges, hospitals and medi-
cal centers, non-profi ts, and 
mid-sized to small companies. 
Helping you grow your Bronx 
business is our goal. 

“You never know where 
your next big deal is going to 
come from”!

For more information on 
membership call (718) 828-
3900; email: Nunzio@Bronx-
Chamber.org or visit: www.
BronxChamber.org. 

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
The next general meeting 

of our association will be on 
Wednesday, January 25, at 
7:30 p.m.

The meeting will be held 
at the Villa Maria Academy 
Cafeteria, which is located at 
3335 Country Club Road.

Membership renewals for 

the year 2017 are due back to 
the association by Wednes-
day, February 8. 

They can be paid in person 
at this months meeting, or 
you can return the renewal 
notice you have received in 
the mail. 

If you have not received 
it, that means we do not have 

you on our membership ros-
ter. You must therefore im-

mediately contact us at the 
number below, or else you 
will be removed from the 
Bronx Times Reporter mail-
ing distribution list. 

Like most any organiza-
tion, membership is the life-
blood of our association, and 
we look forward to your con-
tinued participation and sup-

port.
The association can be 

reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx, N.Y. 10465, and 
via telephone at (718) 823-
1814. 

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line!”

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
We here at 620 offer our 

sympathies and condolences 
to Ed Shipp on the loss of his 
wife Lisa. Ed is a member of 
the Hawkins Post and past 
commander of the Bronx 
County American Legion and 
I was his aide.

By the time you read this, 
the meeting room of the post 
will have been painted by 
members of this post as well as 
members of the Marine Corps 

League.
Short column this week 

and there may be no column 
next week as I am going into 
Einstein Hospital for yet an-
other procedure. They should 
have installed a zipper instead 
of closing me up with staples. 
Hopefully this ends my surgi-
cal soap opera.

More info: Saturday, March 
10 and Sunday, March 11, the 
Department Oratorical Con-
test will be held at Sand Creek 
Middle School, Albany, NY.

Thursday, March 15, the 
Hawkins Post on City Island 
will host the County Execu-
tive meeting at 7:30 p.m..

The County Meeting will 
be held at the Sam Young Post 
on Wednesday, April 5 at 7:30 

p.m.
The National Command-

er’s Dinner will be held at An-
tun’s on Friday, April 7, at 7 
p.m. More to follow.

Trivia Time

Henry Ford gives a $5 a day 
minimum wage on January 5, 
1914.

The Battle of New Orleans 
began on January 8, 1815. Do 
you remember the war ?

Caesar crossed the Rubicon 
on January 10, 49 BC. C’mon, 
to get to the other side.

On the same date in 1863, 
the fi rst subway opened in 
London.

Another opening. On Janu-
ary 11, 1961, the Throgs Neck 
Bridge opened.

The fi rst gold was brought 
to Ft. Knox on January 13, 
1937.

Take a moment to remem-
ber Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. on his day.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a Vet to lunch 
and God Bless.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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(l-r) Detective Elio; Edith Blitzer, PPNA founder; Andrea Siegel, PPNA pres-
ident and sergeant Gavalas discussed possible defenses to combat mail 
and computer fraud. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association hosted special guests 
NYPD detective Anthony Elio and Supervisor Detective Squad sergeant 
Lambros Gavalas of the Financial Assistance Support Team of One Police 
Plaza at its monthly meeting on Tuesday, January 10 at Bronx House.

PPNA HOSTS FINANCIAL
 ASSISTANCE NIGHT

Students listened attentively to recent graduates who shared their experiences and answered questions. 
 Photo courtesy of Preston High School

Preston High School welcomed back its most recent graduating class at the Young Alum Brunch on Thursday, 
January 5 for an afternoon of food and friends. Alumnae mingled with former classmates, teachers and cur-
rent seniors while enjoying a light brunch. Seniors were able to ask the recent graduates questions regarding 
the college application process, transition from high school to college and how they felt Preston prepared 
them for life after graduation.

PRESTON WELCOMES BACK YOUNG ALUMNAE

Members of the Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition and NYPD hosted a productive meeting outlining 
the new year’s goals and agenda. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition held its fi rst meeting of the new year on Tuesday, January 10 at 
Odyssey House to discuss the coalition’s 2017 DFC Application process.

SOUNDVIEW COMMUNITY DRUG COALITION MEETS

(l-r) St. Raymond H. S. students Deuardo Garcia, Rony Gutierrez, Justin 
Matos, Andreas and Nicolas Rivera; RPI engineering major Tyler Brown 
and Elizabeth Herkenham, director of K-13 Education Outreach & the 
Student Service Hub tested the student’s design and construction of a 
model wind generating turbine. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

A team of engineering students from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute spent 
a day with St. Raymond High School for Boys students on Thursday, January 
12 immersed in science, technology, engineering and mathematics.

ST. RAYMOND HS HOLDS STEM DAY

Principal Amy Lipson (back, 5th from l) and Councilman Vacca 
(back, 3rd from r) with students and SASF staff members. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s Offi ce

Councilman James Vacca paid a surprise visit to the P.S. 175 
Sports and Arts in School Foundation’s afterschool program on 
Friday, January 6. Vacca and the NYC Council fund the SASF to 
provide afterschool programs throughout the city.

VACCA VISITS P.S. 175 
AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. 
Ft. Lot Looking Over The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 
Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living 
And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. Garage And 
Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heat-
ing And Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. 
Hardwood Floors With Dark Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part 
Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio Doors And Windows. 
The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99

Khakis
and

Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Morris Park Avenue.  1390 Sq. Ft. Whitebox, perfect for Offi ce or Medical.
Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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Chihuly at NYBG
Chihuly, a major new exhibition at 

The New York Botanical Garden in 
spring 2017, presented by Bank of Amer-
ica, will spotlight world-renowned art-
ist Dale Chihuly’s bold innovation and 
experimentation in a variety of media 
throughout his celebrated career. At 
a Press Preview Luncheon at Grand 
Hyatt New York on January 12, , Chi-
huly greeted guests via video from his 
Studio in Seattle, where he is working 
with his team in preparation for his 
fi rst major garden exhibition in more 
than ten years in New York. Chihuly 
will showcase approximately 20 mon-
umental new installations as well as 
drawings and early works revealing 
the evolution and development of Chi-
huly’s artistic process. NYBG will de-
but new installations that draw in-
spiration from Chihuly’s storied 1975 
Artpark installation.

Set within NYBG’s landmark land-
scape and buildings, this groundbreak-
ing exhibition will run from April 22 

Macchia Forest, Dale Chihuly, the New York Botanical Garden, 2006.

through October 29.
“The New York Botanical Garden is 

the perfect setting for Dale Chihuly’s 
art,” said Gregory Long, chief execu-
tive offi cer and The William C. Steere 
senior president of NYBG. “Our his-
toric landscape is an open-air museum, 
providing a thrilling opportunity for 
our visitors to see the spectacular 
glass sculptures, especially when they 
will be lit at night. 

The exhibition will be a more ho-
listic look at the legacy of Chihuly the 
artist. We are extremely grateful to our 
sponsors and everyone whose support 
is making it possible for us to bring 
this experience to our existing and 
new audiences.”

New hand-blown glass sculptures, 
created specifi cally for NYBG, will 
complement the garden’s landscape 
and architecture. The water features 
of the Native Plant Garden and the 
Enid A. Haupt Conservatory Court-
yard’s Tropical Pool will be the setting 

for dramatic installations inspired 
by Chihuly’s early exploration of the 
contrast between glass and environ-
ment, resulting in a physical expres-
sion of light. Chihuly will be re-imag-
ining his Artpark installation that 
he fi rst created in the summer of 1975 
when he was among nearly 40 artists 
invited to create temporary outdoor 
works in Lewiston, New York, near Ni-
agara Falls. Using hand-blown sheets 
of stained glass, the installations were 
designed to provide contrast between 
the glass and the surrounding envi-

ronment, resulting in a physical ex-
pression of light.

The exhibition will feature several 
dramatic neon sculptures. 

Chihuly further explored his work 
in neon with the development of the 
fi rst Neon Tower. Chihuly will revisit 
these concepts with a new multicolor 
neon sculpture in the Conservatory 
Courtyard to take advantage of the lo-
cation’s refl ective qualities.

Visit the Garden’s Web site, nybg.
org, for more information and to pur-
chase tickets.

2017

JANUARY 22, 2017

Meet the directors and representatives 
of some of the best day camps 

and sleep away camps 
all under one roof. 

ONE FAMILY 
ATTENDING THAT DAY

WILL WIN 
A FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

TO THE MAMARONECK BEACH 
& YACHT CLUB WORTH 

OVER $8,000! 

Children are welcome to attend.

Mamaroneck Beach & Yacht Club
555 S. Barry Ave., Mamaroneck

From 1 to 4 p.m.

To register, visit 
WestchesterFamily.com/CampFair

YOU’RE INVITED

WESTCHESTER FAMILY



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 20-26, 2017 47  BTR

Construction of the Grand Concourse started in 1902
The Grand Concourse 

was designed by Louis Aloys 
Risse who studied drawing 
and art in Paris as a teen-
ager. It should come as no sur-
prise, therefore, that when 
designing the Grand Con-
course, he chose to pattern 
it after the Champs Elysses 
in Paris. He was the chief en-
gineer for the 23rd and 24th 
wards when he conceived the 
idea for the Grand Boulevard 
and Concourse circa 1890 but 
it would be another fi ve years 
before the needed properties 
could be acquired. Construc-
tion began in 1902 and it was 
its huge width of 182 feet that 
made it a grand route for pa-
rades and an attractive op-
tion for architects. 

Real development, how-
ever, would have to wait for 
the arrival of rapid transit. 
The nearby Jerome Avenue 
overhead IRT line was in-
troduced in 1917 opening up 
that section of our borough 
to development. The open-
ing of Yankee Stadium and 
the Concourse Plaza Hotel 
in 1923 drew the attention of 
some families who looked at 
the area and saw an alterna-
tive to the congestion of Man-

This photo of the Fish Building on the Grand Concourse from Forgotten 
New York shows the detailed mosaic that draws in tourists and Art Deco 
lovers from around the world.  It is located at 1150 Grand Concourse at 
McClellan Street.

hattan. The real boon to the 
Concourse, however, would 
have to await the arrival of 
the IND line in 1933.

The Grand Concourse was 
ideally suited to development 
since no demolition was re-
quired. Builders could save 
money when working with 
vacant land and no time was 
lost when it came to devel-
oping the Grand Concourse. 
Architects and builders soon 
began fi lling the vacant land 
with fi ve and six story apart-
ment houses, many in the Art 
Deco style. 

They built about three 
hundred by the mid-1930’s 
and they were rented almost 
as fast as they were con-
structed. The masses from 
Manhattan saw an oppor-
tunity to move into a bright 
airy apartment with eleva-
tors and doormen on the spa-
cious boulevard close to pub-
lic transportation and parks. 
It was like a dream come true 
for many.

Today the Art Deco de-
signs attract quite a bit of 
attention and some build-
ings are identifi ed by their 
design. The six-story Fish 
Building at 1150 Grand Con-
course off McClellan Street, 
designed by Jacob Felson, is 
so called from the fancy mo-
saics of fi sh and marine life 
adorning its facade. 

The lobby contains murals 
of dreamy sea maidens, frogs 
and swans and the fl oor is or-
namented terrazzo. It’s the 
wrap-around windows and 
tawny brickwork with brown 
banding, however, that really 
defi ne the building as Art 
Deco. It has 117 apartments 
and can be found on the east 
side of the concourse

Another noted Art Deco 
building by Felson is nearby 
at 1188 Grand Concourse. 
This six-story buff brick 
building has 101 apartments 
and was built between 1936 
and 1938. The dark orange 
brick ornamentation and 

saw tooth pattern arrest your 
attention. The entrance has 
pink marble framework and 
the lobby features four na-
ture scene murals and a ter-
razzo fl oor of varied colored 
concentric circles. It’s well 
worth a visit when checking 
out the Art Deco glories of 
the Grand Concourse. 

The National Register of 
Historic Places created the 
Grand Concourse Historic 
District in 1987. It stretches 
from 153rd Street to 167th 
Street and includes 78 build-
ings most of which are on the 
famed boulevard. Should you 
visit this historic site, bring 
along a camera. 

REPRINTED FROM 4/5/2012
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

Celebration of Our Lady of Alta-

gracia:  St. Helena Parish, 1315 Olm-
stead Avenue, will celebrate the Feast 
of Our Lady of Altagracia on Sunday, 
January 22.  Mass will begin at noon, 
which will be followed by a cultural 
reception in the gymnasium.The 
Virgin Mary is considered by many 
Catholics to be the patron saint of the 
Dominican Republic.

 A cloth painting of Mary that is 
13 inches (33 cm) wide by 18 inches 
(45 cm) high is the focus of a yearly 
celebration in the island nation. 
Many religious legends have sprung 
up over the centuries about the por-
trait. It was painted by a Spanish art-
ist and brought to the Dominican Re-
public by two Spanish brothers in the 
early 1500s. 

The portrait, which was crowned 
by a gold and silver tiara by Pope 
John Paul II in 1978, is located in a 
basilica in the city of Higuey, in the 
province of Altagracia. 

Every year on January 21, thou-
sands of pilgrims visit the Higuey ca-
thedral to worship. The feast day is 
a national holiday in the Dominican 
Republic. It is marked by all-night 
church services, singing, dancing, 
and festivals in many Dominican 
towns.

* * *

Tickets go on sale Thursday, Jan-
uary 19, for the Bronx House pro-
duction of Seussical Jr. presented 
in collaboration with the acclaimed 
Riverdale Children’s Theatre.  The 
characters of Dr. Seuss come to life in 
Stephen Flaherty and Lynn Ahrens’ 
imaginative musical that centers on 
Horton the Elephant who must guard 
an egg abandoned by Mayzie La Bird 
while trying to protect his friend 
JoJo, a Who from Whoville.  Seussi-
cal’s heartwarming message about 
family, friendship and loyalty will 
have children and parents alike re-
membering that “a person’s a person 
no matter how small.”  The produc-
tion is recommended for families and 
children ages 3 and up.

 Seussical Jr. is directed by Becky 
Lillie Woods with assistant direction 
and choreography by Jazmine Din-
kins and music direction by Linda 
LoPresti. It includes a cast of over 30 
children and is the sixth collabora-
tion with Riverdale Children’s The-
atre.  

The eight performances are 
scheduled for Fridays, February 24 
and March 3 at 7 p.m.; Saturdays, 
February 25 and March 4 at 2 and 7 
p.m., and Sundays, February 26 and 
March 5 at 2 p.m.  All tickets are $10 
with group discounts available. Per-

formances are in the Bronx House 
Auditorium, located at 990 Pelham 
Parkway South.

Tickets can be purchased begin-
ning January 19 online at www.
bronxhouse.org or at the Bronx 
House box offi ce up until the day of 
the performance. For more infor-
mation contact Deborah Nitzberg at 
(718) 792-1800 extension 236.

* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events:
Saturday, January 28; Sunday, 

January 29: Family Art Project: Re-
Framing Winter: Bring your favorite 
winter or nature image, or make a 
small painting of the nature you love 
at Wave Hill. 

Then, using a variety of wooden 
and cardboard frames, embed and 
decorate these images with pal-
ettes of warm and cool colors and an 
abundance of nature beads, wooden 
shapes and your own collection of 
natural materials. 

Saturday, January 28: Garden & 
Conservatory Highlights Walk: Join 
in for an hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights. 

Sunday, January 29: Pre-Concert 
Tea: Enjoy Afternoon Tea in the 
Mark Twain Room prior to concert 
in Armor Hall. The Café at Wave 
Hill pairs a classic menu with an as-

sortment of green, black and herbal 
teas. The menu, presented by Great 
Performances, includes an array 
of tea sandwiches, scones and bite-
sized desserts. Afternoon Tea also 
includes strawberries and a glass of 
sparkling wine. 

Sunday, January 29: Winter Work-
space Drop-In Sunday: Artists in the 
Winter Workspace program share 
their studio practice with visitors 
on this Drop-in Sunday. In the Win-
ter Workspace are Rosemarie Fiore, 
Summer McCorkle and Yeon Jin 
Kim. 

Sunday, January 29: Concert: Ann 
Schein: Schein’s amazing career 
has earned her high praise in major 
American and European cities and 
in more than 50 countries around the 
world. Since her debut in Mexico City 
in 1957, when she performed both the 
Rachmaninoff 3rd Concerto and the 
Tchaikovsky B-fl at Concerto, she has 
performed thousands of concerts on 
every continent. 

Sundday, January 29: Garden & 
Conservatory Highlights Walk: Join 
in for an hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights. 

Wave Hill, a public garden and 
cultural center, is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further informa-
tion call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

Celebration of Our Lady of Altagracia

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
I hope everyone is 

enjoying the fi rst days 
of the new year.  Al-
though we don’t meet 
in January and Feb-
ruary, you can keep 
up with what is new 
by reading our column.  You can also 
reach us by sending an e-mail to wa-
terburylasalle@yahoo.com.  We al-
ways look forward to hearing from 
you.  Send us your ideas and sugges-
tions of how you think we can make 
our community the best it can be.  We 
also want to know who you would like 
as guest speakers for the upcoming 
meetings.

We’d like to remind you that your 
dues for 2017 should arrive by Tues-
day, January 31.  You should send your 
check for $10 to 1145 Hobart Avenue, 
Bronx, NY 10461.  Many civic associa-
tions have raised their dues to $15 and 
$20 but we have tried to keep ours at 
$10.  We are counting on you to send in 
your dues now because the only way we 
can keep our dues so low is by count-

ing on every member 
to keep up their mem-
bership.  Last year 
many of you sent in 
extra dues.  This was 
very much appreci-
ated, fi rst because it is 
truly needed and also 

because it shows us that you are happy 
with what we do to keep our neighbor-
hood thriving.

We want to remind you that the way 
to make our community a wonderful 
place to live is by being involved.  That 
means joining your local civic associ-
ation, attending the precinct council 
meetings at the 45th Precinct, attend-
ing Community Board 10 meetings 
and speaking out when you see some-
thing that needs changing.

There is strength in numbers 
which is why it is important to part-
ner with other community members 
to get things done.  Know that you 
have the power to affect change.  Re-
member - you can be the change you 
wish to see in the world and in our 
community.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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The Owen Dolen Recreation Center Afterschool Program hosted its annual Three Kings Day celebration on Friday, January 13 at 2551 Westchester Square. The event featured costumed 
afterschool students performing the story of the Nativity to the delight of residents.

OWEN DOLEN RECREATION CENTER CELEBRATES THREE KINGS DAY

(front, l-r) Performers Mya Wesley, Chris Cruz, Jack Vann, Joseph Amin, Samara Patillo, (back, l-r) afterschool co-
ordinator Brigette Lozada, Skylinn Matos, Angel Cruz and Sasha Edwards- Patillo from NYC Department of Parks & 
Recreation. Photo by Laura Stone

Skylinn Matos portraying Mary and Angel Cruz as Joseph with 
baby Jesus. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The Big Brothers Big Sisters of New York formally recognized the Bronx Matches of the Year on Tuesday, January 10 at the Bronx Museum of the Arts. This year’s ceremony honored Big 
Brother Clifford Davis and Little Brother Justin and Big Sister Cristy Gonzalez and Little Sister Jillian for the profound impact they have had on one another. For BBBS of NYC, this year’s 
National Mentoring Month marks the launch of its 2017 citywide campaign to recruit more volunteer mentors, like Davis and Gonzalez, in all fi ve boroughs.

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF NEW YORK MATCH UP

Deputy Borough President Aurelia 
Greene (l) presented (l-r) Big Brother 
Clifford Davis; Little Brother Justin; 
Little Sister Jillian; Big Sister Christy 
Gonzalez and Hector Batista, BBBS 
of NYC CEO, a proclamation for their 
service. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Hector Batista (c) presented awards 
to Little Sister Jillian (l) and Big Sis-
ter Cristy Gonzalez. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Benedetto (front, c) with the 
AARP Driving Course participants at Fort 
Schuyler House. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto sponsored 
a highly informative AARP Driver Safety 
Course on Saturday, January 14 at Ft. Schuy-
ler House.

BENEDETTO
HOSTS AARP

 DRIVER SAFETY
COURSE
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TOM ALLON

Remember the bad old 
days when a rape vic-
tim would show up in 

court and the defense attorney 
would say, “Why was her skirt 
so short?” As if the woman 
caused her own rape.

Only gradually did it dawn 
on us what was really go-
ing on: We were “blaming the 
victim.” Basically, we’re all so 
afraid that something awful 
like this could happen to us or 
a loved one that we automati-
cally come up with a way to re-
assure ourselves it never will. 
We tell ourselves, “We’re totally 
different, so we’ll be safe.” 

Once we recognized how 
cruel and clueless it to believe 
that only bad people get hurt, 
we became a more empathetic 
society.

Except when it comes to 
moms.

“Blaming Mothers: Ameri-
can Law and the Risks to Chil-
dren’s Health” (NYU Press), 
is a new book by Pace Uni-
versity Law Professor Linda 
C. Fentiman that looks at the 
way we have kept moms in the 
crosshairs of our condemna-
tion. From pre-birth through 
adolescence, when something 
goes wrong with kids, often it 
is considered morally — and 
even legally — mama’s fault. 

For instance, when a  woman 
in Utah elected not to have a 
Caesarian and one of her twins 
was born stillborn , she was 
charged with murder. The fact 
that stillbirths are fairly com-
mon didn’t matter. Nor did the 
fact that she had no intention 
of killing her child. All that mat-
tered was the fact that, conve-
niently, there was someone to 
blame. 

A South Carolina mom, 
Regina McKnight, was also 
convicted of homicide in the 
stillbirth of her baby because 
she admitted to using cocaine 
when pregnant. I think we all 
agree it is tragic that people get 
addicted to drugs. But the idea 
that cocaine causes stillbirth 
is not medically supported. 
Moreover, as a friend of the 
court briefi ng noted, “nicotine 
use, poor nutrition, lack of pre-
natal care, or other conditions 
commonly associated with the 
urban poor’ ” are all sub-opti-
mal. Does that mean we should 
prosecute any pregnant woman 
who’s not upper-middle-class 
“perfect”?

McKnight’s 20-year sen-
tence was reversed seven 
years later by the state’s Su-
preme Court. 

Fentiman also looks at the 
issue of child abuse. Often 

when a child is hurt or killed 
by a dad or the mother’s boy-
friend, it is the mom who is 
prosecuted, for not stopping 
it. The completely unrealis-
tic idea is that the moment a 
mother realizes her child is be-
ing abused, she must move 
out of the house and report 
the abuser to the police. Oth-
erwise, she can be considered 
guilty for failing to act.

“The legal system is not 
taking into account all the 
structural barriers that impede 
women from leaving their hus-
bands,” Fentiman said in a 
phone interview. For instance, 

sometimes the woman has no 
money to leave, or no place to 
go. Sometimes she is afraid 
that if she calls the cops, the 
abuser will become even more 
violent. But the law seems to 
believe a good mom should be 
a perfect mom, no matter what 
the obstacles.

How did we get so harsh? 
Fentiman lists several uncon-
scious biases at work:

Hindsight Bias: Once a trag-
edy has occurred, it is impos-
sible to look back and truly see 
things the way we saw them 
before the bad event. Now that 
we know the sad truth, it feels 
like it must have been obvious. 
Why didn’t the mom predict 
and prevent it? 

The Fundamental Attribu-
tion Error: This is the uncon-
scious belief about karma 
— that bad things only hap-
pen to bad people. Naturally, 
if something bad happens to 
us, we understand all the vari-
ables that led to it — all the 
things beyond our control. But 
when something bad happens 
to someone else,  we think 
they could have stopped it but 
didn’t. Shame (and blame) on 
them.

The Reasonable Man The-
ory: In the olden days, neg-
ligence was determined by 

whether someone did what 
“the reasonable man” would 
have done in the situation, like 
not leaving a 4-year-old home 
alone for a weekend. But now 
that we think about the “rea-
sonable woman,” the bar is 
higher. “A reasonable mother 
is supposed to be super-hu-
man and always do anything 
to minimize the risk to her chil-
dren and to selfl essly never 
do anything for herself,” says 
Fentiman. So if something bad 
happens to a child while the 
mom was, say, napping, she 
can be blamed for daring to 
shut her eyes. 

Causation: The American 
legal system holds the primi-
tive notion that there’s only 
one cause of any problem. 
So the child who is beaten to 
death is not a victim of some 
toxic combination of poverty, 
an abusive dad, and a broken 
system. The tragedy is simply 
the fault of a mom who didn’t 
save the child. 

It is easy and satisfying 
to blame the mom. Some-
day we’ll also realize that it is 
wrong. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at Rea-
son.com. 

In the blame game, it’s always mom’s fault

American politics has 
always been a con-
tact sport. But it has 

crossed a line in recent years. 
It is now less like sport and 
more like war.

I know, of course, that even 
in the late 18th century there 
were high-pitched political bat-
tles. In fact, the most dramatic 
of these resulted in the  death of 
Alexander Hamilton in a gun 
duel with his political enemy, 
Aaron Burr, right across the 
Hudson in Weehawken .

Despite our lax gun-control 
laws, we no longer have gun du-
els to settle political battles. In-
stead, we have weaponized law 
enforcement and unleashed 
ambitious investigators and 
prosecutors to take down our 
elected leaders.

This has been evident both 
in our recent presidential elec-
tion as well as in New York’s 
city and state government. 
Think about it: wasn’t FBI di-
rector James Comey a key fac-
tor in the demise of Hillary 
Clinton’s presidential cam-
paign? Didn’t Trump and his 
hyped-up rally audiences con-

stantly chant: “Lock her up!”?
We usually only read about 

non-democratic and authori-
tarian governments that lock 
up political opponents, not live 
in one. So I ask, how did we 
sink so low?

Even in New York, a rela-
tively progressive state, we are 
witnessing potential prosecu-
torial overreach. For the past 
few months, everyone on the 
inside of New York City poli-
tics has been buzzing about the 
potential indictment of Mayor 
DeBlasio, possibly along with a 
number of his key aides. Many 
people in recent days have told 
me that the results of two grand 
juries that were empaneled for 
investigations of the adminis-
tration’s political activities is 
imminent.

Although I am skeptical 
that any of this will be fatal to 
the mayor’s reelection chances, 
there is still a dark cloud hang-
ing over him and a few poten-
tial competitors are anxiously 
awaiting the U.S. and District 
Attorney’s decision.

In scandal-scarred Albany, 
we have recently witnessed the 

indictments and convictions of 
two of the three most powerful 
elected leaders in the state — 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Sil-
ver and Majority Leader Dean 
Skelos. This came after a dozen 
convictions of legislators in 
the past decade in addition to 
the recent indictment of a close 
aide to the governor.

Does power corrupt, as 
the old saying goes, or have 
we criminalized politics to 
the point where every elected 
leader should both wear a 
wire and be considered a 
prime suspect for some mal-
feasance?

There’s no easy way to an-
swer this. Yes, absolute power 
corrupts absolutely (as we 
saw in the case of the 20-year 
reign of Sheldon Silver). Yes, 
large campaign donations to 
elected leaders can lead to fa-
voritism and quid pro quos 
that certainly cross a line too 
frequently.

But…
Houston, we have a big prob-

lem when Hillary Clinton’s ill-
advised use of a private server 
for privacy reasons results in 

calls for prosecution and jail 
time. And when the mayor of 
New York City can’t engage in 
partisan politics to aide Demo-
cratic candidates for the state 
Senate without being accused 
of campaign fi nance fraud.

Don’t get me wrong — we 
need vigilance to keep politi-
cians straight and bold pros-
ecutors to pursue justice when 
they’re not.

But we have reached a tip-
ping point when seemingly ev-
ery political action results in 
an investigation. When prose-
cutors leak to the press the em-
paneling of grand juries to in-
vestigate malfeasance. When 
overzealous political fathers’ 
attempts to help their troubled 
children results in jail time.

We are living in strange and 

dangerous times politically.
It is high time we call off 

the political wars and weap-
onized investigations and let 
government focus on improv-
ing society and building for 
the future.

With our education system, 
our roads, bridges and sub-
ways all deteriorating, there is 
a lot of work to do in a bipar-
tisan way to make our society 
even greater.

Let’s call a political cease-
fi re.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

It’s time to end our War on Politics

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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(Left)  Ruby is a 7-month-old (estimate) Hound/Lab mix. Dog- and kid-friendly. Very playful. Active, puppy energy. Someone with large puppy experience is preferable.

(2nd from left) Linda and Harley, a bonded pair of one year old cats, adopted together in the summer of 2015 as babies, returned to New Beginning because the adopter has 
a family member who is now living with them who is allergic. They are now at the shelter terrifi ed and confused. Please consider adopting these sweet girls and keeping them 
together. 

(3rd from left)  Bubbles is a 5 year old female Cocker Spaniel. Very friendly with everyone she meets, including kids. Loves belly rubs and long walks. Bubbles can be dog selec-
tive so if you have a dog(s), a meet and greet would be required. No cats

(4th from left) Clementine was surrendered along with three babies. (All three babies were adopted because kittens are cute and people overlook mama cats). Approximately 
3 years old, young, sweet, and playful.

New Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 Newbold Avenue.
 To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginninganimalrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

NEW BEGINNING ANIMAL RESCUE PETS UP FOR ADOPTION
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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According to mall developers Baychester Square would be a retail destination. 
 Photo courtesy of Urban Strategic Partners

what he saw as a lack of partnership 
and enthusiasm for the projects from 
City Hall, and urged more cooperation 
from Mayor de Blasio’s administra-
tion.

“We can only hope now that the ad-
ministration will see the wisdom in 
bringing these projects to fruition,” he 
stated.

The project, approved while Mi-
chael Bloomberg was still mayor, has 
been stalled in litigation between the 

development company, Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center, and the NYC Eco-
nomic Development Corporation since 
June of last year.  

KNIC, led by former New York 
Ranger star Mark Messier, fi led a law-
suit alleging breach of contract against 
the EDC for failing to turn over the 
lease to the property to the developers 
so they could acquire fi nancing. 

However the EDC had argued the 
developer needed to acquire adequate 
funding before the lease was granted. 

A New York Supreme Court judge 
sided with the city last month, but an 
appeal by the developer was expected.   

However, Cuomo’s funding would 
likely be enough to convince the EDC 
to turn over the lease to the developer.  

“This announcement affi rms the 
state’s commitment to revitalize the 
long-vacant Kingsbridge Armory, 
which will bring hundreds of needed 
jobs to the Bronx,” said ESD spokes-
woman Amy Varghese.

The state funding would go towards 
Phase 1 of the project construction, 
Varghese said.

Anthony Hogrebe, spokesman for 
the EDC, said the department appreci-
ated the state’s proposed funding and 
looked forward to receiving additional 
details. 

Another longtime project propo-
nent, Senator Gustavo Rivera, called 
the project an economic engine for the 
surrounding neighborhoods.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz has 
been pushing for the project to get up 
and running for years. 

A spokesman said he was still re-
viewing the governor’s plan and could 
not yet comment on the proposal. 

Delayed ice rink project 
receives state money

From page 1

“We believe the proposed retail/
outlet center will cause a loss of ten-
ants and risk the 5,000 jobs that Bay 
Plaza created,” stated Sheinkopf. 

He added the project would jam 
access roads to Co-op City, an asser-
tion that Drew Greenwald of Grid dis-
putes. 

Greenwald stated that a Baychester 
Square traffi c engineering report 
that’s part of a mandated Environmen-
tal Impact Statement “does not show 
signifi cant differences between the 
build and no-build options from a traf-
fi c perspective.” 

“What this means is that shop-
pers primary means of getting to Bay-
chester Square, other than those who 
live in Co-op City, will not require 
passing through the existing traffi c 
morass at Co-op City,” stated Green-
wald.

Speak Up for a Better Bronx, a co-
alition of business and community 
activists, sent to elected and local of-
fi cials copies of 64,000 signatures its 
canvassers collected from individuals 
who do not want additional traffi c in 
and near Co-op City, according to the 
organization. 

Copies of the petitions were sent 
to Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.; 

Bronx malls duke it out; it’s Bay Plaza vs. Baychester Square
From page 1

Assemblymen Marcos Crespo and Mi-
chael Benedetto; Councilmen Andy 
King and James Vacca; Linda Berk, 
Riverbay Corporation president; com-
munity boards 10, 11 and 12, as well as 
City Planning. 

“The 64,000 individuals who have 
signed the petitions are seeking more 
affordable housing, community facili-
ties, a new park or a senior facility,” 
stated a Speak Up for a Better Bronx 
representative in an email. “Local res-
idents do not want additional traffi c in 
the area, which will only negatively 
impact air quality, safety and quality 
of life.” 

The representative stated that 
SUFBB is planning on hosting a rally 
and community meetings. 

An earlier Bronx Times report 
stated that Bay Plaza’s operators and 
tenants are providing some support to 
SUFBB. 

Greenwald said that Prestige has 
not presented any data to substantiate 
their traffi c concerns. 

“They are simply running a very 
aggressive in your face campaign to 
maintain the monopoly they have 
enjoyed for several decades,” stated 
Greenwald, “EDC numbers show that 
there is $1.7 billion of retail leakage in 
this primary trade area (within three 
miles) as Bronx residents are forced 

into lower Westchester to broaden 
their retail choices.” 

Greenwald stated that, as part of 
the project, 178-units of senior hous-
ing will be constructed on the western 
edge of the mall site. 

“NYCEDC is excited to be part of 
a project that will pioneer modern se-
nior living in the Bronx,” said Báez, 

adding “Moreover, this project stands 
to be a major job generator that will de-
liver quality on-site shopping and help 
meet the north Bronx’s strong retail 
demand,” 

Baychester Square would feature 
affordable housing, several acres of 
open space and community amenities, 
she said. 

The vacant Kingsbridge Armory towers over the surrounding Kingsbridge Heights neigh-
borhood. Plans to convert the building into a massive indoor skating facility just got $108 
million in proposed state funding. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano
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“Once we got settled, I knew we were in for a 
good game. For us, what really helped us get this 
win is that we remained poised. We were never 
rattled..”
JORGE LOPEZ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

 Hostos Community Col-
lege (CUNY) men’s basket-
ball player Jonathan Loria 
set a National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association 
(NJCAA) record with 16 
three-pointers in the Cai-
mans’ 125-84 victory over 
Dutchess Community Col-
lege on Thursday, January 
12. 

 The 16 three-pointers are 
the most by any men’s player 
in a single game in NJCAA 
Division I, II and III his-
tory.  The closest mark of 13 
was set by Chris Weakley of 
Southern Union State Com-
munity College in a national 
tournament game in 1998.

 Loria, a freshman Lib-
eral Arts student, finished 
the game with 53 points, 8 
assists, 6 steals and 5 re-
bounds in the 41-point rout. 
The Hostos men’s basketball 
team improved to 8-7 overall 
and 3-2 in conference play.

 For more information on 
Hostos Community College 
and the Caiman Athletics 
program, visit hostos.cuny.
edu and www.hostosathlet-
ics.com.

 Eugenio María de Hostos 
Community College is an ed-
ucational agent for change 
that has been transforming 
and improving the quality of 
life in the South Bronx and 
neighboring communities 
for nearly half a century. 

Since 1968, Hostos has 
been a gateway to intellec-
tual growth and socioeco-
nomic mobility, as well as 
a point of departure for life-
long learning, success in 
professional careers, and 
transfer to advanced higher 
education programs.

Hostos 
freshman 

breaks 
NJCAA 
record

BY JON PEREZ
G’mrice Davis drove the 

lane and sank a layup and 
was met, almost immediately, 
with the overwhelming sound 
of cheers. 

The Fordham women’s bas-
ketball team hosted Field Trip 
Day on Jan. 11 – welcoming 
a capacity crowd of middle-
schoolers who cheered for ev-
ery basket and point as if it 
were a national championship 
game. 

It wasn’t, but it was just as 
historic. 

The Rams cruised to a 67-41 
victory over Richmond in one 
of the squad’s most convinc-
ing victories. It was also the 
team’s fi fth straight win of the 
year – a string of success the 
program has been waiting for. 

“That hasn’t happened yet 
this season, but it was nice,” 
said Hanna Missry, who fi n-
ished with a game-high 19 
points. “We moved the ball re-
ally well today and Richmond 
didn’t know how to defend us. 
We had so many weapons on 
the court.”

Davis also fi nished with 

her 11th double-double of the 
season, but Fordham coach 
Stephanie Gaitley admitted 
that the team’s early-week 
practice was ‘the worst prac-
tice of the year’ and she chal-
lenged her team to take the 
next step.

“I was really disappointed,” 
Gaitley said. “I said, ‘To me, 
you’re a team that steps on 
the court and just wants to be 
good, you’re okay. Good teams 
show up when they want to, 
great teams, even great play-
ers like Michael Jordan, they 
show up every day. They bring 
it every single day. So if we 
want to be a great team, we 
can’t have days off.”

Fordham answered its 
coach’s challenge. 

The fi ve consecutive con-
ference victories is best start 
for the Rams (14-5, 5-0) in two 
seasons. Fordham won its 
fi rst six Atlantic 10 games dur-
ing the 2014-15 season. In that 
campaign, the Rams fi nished 
21-12 and lost to St. John’s in 
the WNIT.

Last season, times weren’t 
so free fl owing and loose in 

the Bronx. The Rams fi nished 
14-17 and lost to Duquesne in 
the A-10 tournament. 

The Rams have managed to 
turn things around this year 
and a big part of that has been 
Davis’ progression. Gaitley 
says that the biggest improve-
ment for her forward has been 
off the court rather than on 
the hardwood.

“Her teammates believe 
in her,” Gaitley said. “They 
trust her, it was a complete 
turnaround for [G’mrice]. Her 
mom, Lisa, always trusted 
that I had her best interest at 
heart. I said to [G’mrice] ‘You 
could transfer somewhere else 
and be a walking double-dou-
ble and when you graduate, 
they won’t care about you.’”

Davis bought in and it has 
shown statistically. She av-
erages a double-double (14.1 
points and 12.4 rebounds per 
game). However, it’s the char-
acter of the team that drives 
Davis.

“Last year we had a lot of 
ups and downs and a lot of in-
dividuals on that team,” Davis 
said. “I think the difference 

this year is that no one cares 
who gets the credit. Everyone 
is just there for each other and 
we built on that and that’s why 
we’re having so much success 
this year.”

Missry, a senior, has also 
seen her fair share of success 
on the court. In her time in 
maroon and gray, Missry has 
been to the postseason twice. 
The Rams lost a heartbreaker 
to Cal in the fi rst round of the 
NCAA tournament her fresh-
man year and fell to St. John’s 
in her sophomore year. Indi-
vidually, on January 4, she 
recorded her 1000th point 
against Rhode Island, but she 
admits that this year is differ-
ent from years prior.

It’s the kind of difference 
the Rams hope will lead to a 
bit of postseason glory.

“Looking back of all the 
years and success that we 
had,” Missry said. “We had 
[2015- 16] which you can’t 
erase it, but you have to learn 
from it. This team is so much 
fun, we get along really well 
on the court and off the court 
so that’s defi nitely a big plus.”

Fordham’s G’mrice Davis has been a key part of the Rams turnaround this season, jumpstarting the offense with her physical play in the lane. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

FORDHAM WOMEN’S HOOPS 
BACK WITH 5TH STRAIGHT WIN
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BY FAUSTO RODRIGUEZ
It was one of the most anticipated 

games of the year, played in front of 
a jam-packed crowd of celebrities and 
athletes – and it lived up to the hype. 

St. Raymond’s defended its home 
court, staging a second-half comeback 
to take down Bishop Loughlin 85-84 
on Jan. 13, in one of the most dramatic 
and emotional victories of the high 
school hoops season. 

Omar Silverio led the charge for the 
Ravens, picking the perfect game to get 
out of a mid-season scoring slump, con-
necting on a handful of big-time shots 
to keep his squad in the game. 

“He wasn’t forcing anything,” said 
St. Ray’s coach Jorge Lopez. “Omar 
has a green light with us. What I ques-
tion sometimes is his shot selection. 
As a player, I tell him you have to know 
when to take some of those shots. Ev-
erything he did today was within the 
fl ow of the game.”

Bishop Loughlin jumped out to an 
early lead, but the game changed com-
pletely with 4:22 remaining in the sec-
ond quarter. St. Raymond’s team cap-
tain Dallas Watson, went up for a layup 
and drew a hard foul, but fell painfully 
on his left arm. The game was halted as 
Watson left the gym in an ambulance, 
fracturing his left arm on the play. 

It was enough to take some of the 
energy out of the room as St. Ray’s 
struggled to fi nd an answer for Wat-
son’s sudden absence. 

Lions’ guard Markquis Nowell 
seized the momentum in the waning 
minutes of the half, scoring 11 quick 
points, including three consecutive 
threes over the stretch of 90 seconds. 
Loughlin jumped out to a 45-37 lead at 
the break and left the Ravens search-
ing for answers.

“We fi gured we’d play an extended 
zone and try to slow the ball down,” Lo-
pez said. “Once he got rid of the ball, we 
said, ‘Keep the ball out of his hands.’ 
But he’s so quick; he made some spec-
tacular plays.”

Nowell stole the spotlight in the 

second quarter, but the third was all 
about Isaiah Washington. 

The Minnesota-bound star scored 
21 of his 29 points in the second half, 
fi nding a rhythm with Silverio that 
set the Lions back on their collective 
heels. St. Ray’s took its fi rst lead since 
the early-minutes of the game late in 
the third quarter and never looked 
back. 

“We just wanted to get them back 
from last year,” Washington said. “It 
was a tough game all game and we 
were devastated. We had to get it back 
for Dallas after that injury. It was 

tragic; I was scared. But I did what 
Dallas always wanted me to do. We al-
ways talk about that game, so we had 
to go out and win it for them.”

Loughlin refused to go down 
without a fi ght – tying the game sev-
eral times. Silverio thought he had 
wrapped up the win with 34 seconds 
left, draining a three-pointer, but Now-
ell answered back moments later. 

“We’re up six, I’m thinking the 
game is over,” Lopez said. “But that’s 
Markquis Nowell. He’s that good of a 
player and that’s why there were so 
many people here.”

The Ravens were whistled for a 
travel on the next possession and 
Nowell, once again, took advantage, 
attacking the rim to make it an 83-
82 game with 25.5 seconds left. Now-
ell and Washington exchanged free 
throws, but the Ravens nearly threw 
the game away, turning the ball over 
on an inbound with seven seconds on 
the clock. 

Loughlin, however, couldn’t work 
its way out of St. Ray’s defense on the 
next play and the Ravens were able to 
hold on for the win. 

“Down the stretch, I said we just 
have to make sure [Nowell] doesn’t 
have an opportunity to get off a shot,” 
said Lopez. “Once we got settled, I 
knew we were in for a good game. For 
us, what really helped us get this win 
is that we remained poised. We were 
never rattled.”

Ravens rise to the occasion, grab 
comeback win over Loughlin

Velocity Track Club was Blessed with 
an awesome week! On Wednesday, Janu-
ary 11th, we had 10 student athletes com-
pete in the Millrose Games Trails at 
the Armory in New York. The Millrose 
Games is the World’s longest running 
and most prestigious indoor track and 
fi eld competition. Olympic gold medal-
ist and former Benjamin Cardozo High 
School standout Dalilah Muhammad is 
looking forward to returning at The Ar-
mory where she remembers running as a 
seven-year-old.  She remembers her fi rst 
race at The Armory was the 1500 meters. 

There were several races for the youth, 
55 meters for 8 years old & younger, 4 x 
200 meter relay and 400 meters race for 
12 years old & younger.  VTC had two 
girls in the 55 meters race and 1 girl & 1 
boy team competing in the relays.  Bri-
anna Burrell and Shyenne Blake quali-

fi ed in the 55 meters race with a 1st & 
3rd place fi nish. Our Boy’s team, of Ju-
lian Caldwell, Dontae Lindo, Ethan Mo-
han and Kabir Gaydarik took 3rd place 
to qualify.  Good Luck on February 11th.  
Tickets are available at: https://tickets.
nyrrmillrosegames.org/tickets

On Sunday, January 15th, we com-
peted in the Colgate Women’s Games 
week #4.  Our young ladies continue to 
rack up points and qualifi ed for the semi 

fi nals which will be held on Saturday, 
January 28th, 2017 at Pratt Institute in 
Brooklyn, NY.  The following student 
athletes qualifi ed for the semi fi nals are: 
Brianna Burrell, Shyenne Blake, Dakota 
Hickman, Olyvia Burrell, Jada Clarke, 
Tiarra Jackson and Adonijah Washing-
ton.  Good luck ladies at the semi fi nals!

As the Elementary “A & B” divi-
sion girls were at the Colgate Wom-
en’s Games, others were at 

the YMCA Youth Series #1 at the 
Park Slope Armory YMCA Brooklyn 
Armory.  Medals were 

awarded to the top 5 individu-
als and top 3 relays teams.  We were 
blessed with 18 medals.  

The following athletes earned 
medals: In the boy’s 8 & under divi-
sion, Justice Willington took 2nd in 

the 800 meters and 4th place in the 
long jump & 200 meters.  In the Boy’s 
9 & 10 division, Pierce Parker took 
2nd in the 800 & 1500 meter race.  In 
the 11 & 12 division, Dontae Lindo 
took 1st place in the 800 meters and 
2nd in the 3000 meter race. Jordon In-
gram took 2nd place in the high jump 
and 5th place in the 3000 meters. 
Dontae, Jordon, Julian Caldwell and 

Jalen Martin-Percell took 2nd place 
in the 4 x 400 meter relay.  In the 13 
& 14 division, Kabir Gaydarik took 
2nd and Ethan Mohan took 3rd in the 
high jump. In the boy’s 15 – 18 divi-
sion, Raseam Phillip took 4th in the 
200 meter race.  Darius Gordon was 
Mr. Gold, he won gold medals in the 
long jump, 200 meters and 800 meters. 
Great Job VTC!  

Our next meet will be on Sunday, 
January 22nd the Connecticut Hawks 
Youth Developmental Meet in Conn 
and the Ocean Breeze Invitation is 
Staten Island.   Come out to see your 
future Olympians. 

Velocity Track Club New York is 
a 501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of your 
donation will go to help our children.  
For additional information, you can 
go to our web site Velocitytrack.org 
or contact me, Coach Winston Din-
kins at 914-441-6196 or email me at 
watclt@aol.com.  

 Winston Dinkins
Coach / President 
 Picture: Velocity Track Club New 

York 2016 USA Track & Field Hershey 
Youth National Championship All 
Americans!

Velocity Track Club New York 2016 USA Track 
& Field Hershey Youth National Champion-
ship All Americans!

Velocity Track 
Club New York 

highlights

St. Ray’s Isaiah Washington jumpstarted the Ravens rally on Jan. 13, leading his squad to a 
come-from-behind victory over Bishop Loughlin. Photo by Robert Cole
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BY LAURA AMATO
Steve Masiello’s 100th win will 

have to wait another game. 
The Manhattan men’s basketball 

team struggled down the stretch, fall-
ing 82-67 to Iona on Jan. 16. The Jas-
pers have now lost fi ve of their last six 
matchups against their league rival 
and, this time, the loss was particu-
larly painful – a defensive breakdown 
coupled with high-running emotions.

“I thought the last eight minutes 
was the difference,” Masiello said. 
“They pulled away, made some tough 
shots. We had some breakdowns and 
turnovers. We gave up 13 offensive 
rebounds, and when you’re basically 
playing against four guards all night, 
you can’t do that.”

Gaels redshirt sophomore Schad-
rac Casmir lit up the scoreboard, go-
ing 7-of-9 from the fl oor, including 
three from behind the arc, sparking 
an Iona rally that left the Jaspers 
searching for answers. 

Manhattan had been an offensive 
roll throughout much of the fi rst half, 

shooting a blistering 5.7 percent from 
fl oor in the opening 20 minutes of 
play. The Jaspers couldn’t maintain 
the rhythm though, giving up a 25-8 
Iona run in the fi nal 11:41 of regula-
tion. 

The Jaspers couldn’t do much of 
anything in the second half, strug-
gling to even put the ball in the bas-
ket. The squad shot just 33.3 percent 
in the fi nal 20 minutes, while Iona 
connected on half of its attempts, 
and by the fi nal whistle Manhattan 
turned the ball over 18 times, getting 
just 17 points from its bench. 

Zavier Turner led Manhattan with 
a team-high 20 points, going 8-of-15 
from the fl oor, while Zane Watterman 
chipped in 15 points.

The loss snaps a productive home 
stand for the Jaspers, who grabbed 
their fi rst MAAC wins of the season 
with solid showings again Niagara 
and Rider at Draddy Gymnasium. 

Manhattan returns to the court on 
Jan. 20 at Monmouth, looking to help 
lift Masiello to the century mark. 

Manhattan drops last game of 
homestand, can’t contain Iona late

Manhattan coach Steve Masiello came up short of picking up his 100th career win on Jan. 17 
as the Jaspers fell to Iona College at Draddy Gymnasium. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

BY LAURA AMATO
Joe Touissant couldn’t have drawn 

it up any better if he tried. 
The Cardinal Hayes point guard 

found the ball in his hands and had 
just one thought – get it in the basket. 
He did just that and, for good mea-
sure, drew the foul as well. 

Touissant connected on the three-
point play with just seconds on the 
clock, making up for his turnover mo-
ments before, and lifting Hayes to a 
66-64 victory over Mount St. Michael 
Academy on Jan. 17. 

“It wasn’t the best play, but I just 
had to go with it,” said Touissant, who 
fi nished with 12 points and four as-
sists. “I just wanted to get my team un-
der control and make sure that every-
one is aware of where they’re at. Then I 
just got to get a basket for my team.”

Touissant’s game-winning bas-
ket came just after he lost control of 
the ball driving the lane, setting up a 
Mike Krause transition three-pointer 
that put Mount up 64-63 with 30 sec-
onds left on the clock. 

It was the high-point of a late-game 
Mount (11-5, 5-4) rally as the squad 
clawed back from ten-point defi cit in 
the third quarter. 

The Cardinals (13-4, 9-3), however, 
never lost focus. They were just as 
confi dent down one as they had been 
all afternoon. After all, this wasn’t 
the team’s fi rst close game. 

“It’s hard to rattle them,” said 
Hayes coach Joe Lods. “They’re get-
ting a lot of experience and they’re 
tough kids, but they’re under control. 

However we can get it, we can take a 
win.”

Hayes gave up its lead late, but 
the Cardinals offense was consistent 
throughout much of the game, set-

tling into a rhythm behind the arc 
that has quickly become the squad’s 
calling card this season. 

The Cardinals shot 33 percent 
from distance, led by junior Tyrese 

Williams, who notched 15 of his 
game-high 28 points from three-point 
range. 

“We’re going to live and die by 
the three. That’s just who we are,” 
he said. “Going through the season 
we’ve been running things faster. It 
messes teams up and we can get wide-
open shots.”

Hayes strong backcourt did its 
best to set the tone of the game, but 
Mount refused to go down without a 
fi ght. Elijah Buchanan jumpstarted 
the squad, racking up shots from just 
about every spot on the court and fi n-
ishing with a team-high 25 points and 
11 rebounds.

“He’s an excellent kid and he’s a 
college player and he’s not going to 
pay for college,” Lods said. “You see 
him on video and your forget how big 
he is, he’s long and wiry and he’s ag-
gressive. Hopefully next time when 
we play them, he doesn’t play as well 
as he did tonight.”

It’s a second straight victory for the 
Cardinals – who defeated Iona Prep 
on Jan. 16 – and the team’s fi fth win 
this season by single digits. The game 
wasn’t always pretty, but the Cardi-
nals grabbed a bit of much-needed 
confi dence with the performance, re-
fusing to back down even after late 
miscues and turnovers – they simply 
took another shot. 

“We just trust each other,” Tou-
issant said. “We all trust each other 
with the ball, we play defense well 
and while tonight wasn’t really our 
best defensive night, we were able to 
pull it off.”

Hayes holds on for wild win over Mount

Tyress Williams was a three-point shooting machine on Jan. 17, helping Cardinal Hayes take 
down Mount St. Michael  66-64. Photo by Robert Cole
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OVER 150 PRE-OWNED ACURA’S IN STOCK!

Acura
2155 PALMER AVE • LARCHMONT, NY

888-928-3008
AcuraOfWestchester.com

SERVING WESTCHESTER COUNTY AND THE TRI-STATE AREA SINCE 1986

2017 Acura ILX

$219

 PLUS TAX, TITLE AND TAGS.  SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

2014 Acura

TSX
STOCK# U6441, 6,810 MILES, AUTO

$21,841

2014 Acura

MDX
STOCK# U6280 , 29,520 MILES, AUTO

$33,571

2014 Acura

RDX
STOCK# U6450, 18,279 MILES, AUTO

$27,782

2014 Acura

MDX Tech Pkg
STOCK# U6158, 33,460 MILES, AUTO

$33,892

2015 Acura

TLX
STOCK# U6303, 17, 265 MILES, AUTO

$28,611

2014 Acura

MDX Tech Pkg
STOCK# U6230 , 23,793 MILES, AUTO

$36,141

$2,499 DUE  
AT SIGNING

EXCLUDES TAX, TAGS, TITLE AND MV FEES. NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED. 39 MONTH
LEASE 10K MILES PER YEAR WITH CUSTOMER RESPONSIBLE FOR EXCESS WEAR AND TEAR 

AND 20 CENTS PER ADDITIONAL MILE. MUST HAVE 750+ FICO APPROVED CREDIT (EXCELLENT
CREDIT). NOT ALL WILL QUALIFY. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. OFFERS EXPIRE 1/31/17.

2017 Acura MDX-AWD

$439per 
mo.*

EXCLUDES TAX, TAGS, TITLE AND MV FEES. NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED. 36 MONTH LEASE
10K MILES PER YEAR WITH CUSTOMER RESPONSIBLE FOR EXCESS WEAR AND TEAR AND 20

CENTS PER ADDITIONAL MILE. MUST HAVE 750+ FICO APPROVED CREDIT (EXCELLENT CREDIT).
NOT ALL WILL QUALIFY. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. OFFERS EXPIRE 1/31/17.

per 
mo.*

2011 Acura

MDX
STOCK# U6514, 70,695 MILES, AUTO

$18,699

2012 Acura

TL
STOCK# U6405, 49,520 MILES, AUTO

$19,570

2015 Acura

ILX Tech Pkg
STOCK# 151322, 9,257 MILES, AUTO

$21,242

EPOSIT REQUIRED 36 MONTH LEASE

$3,499 DUE  
AT SIGNING

2017 Acura ILX 2017 AAcura MDX AWD2017 A
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