
BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
As the start of construction 

nears for the new Unionport Draw-
bridge, residents have questions 
about how the work will affect 
them.

William Nyman, a senior proj-
ect manager at Hardesty & Ha-
nover - the development company 
overseeing the bridge’s replace-
ment, and some NYC Department 
of Transportation representatives 
addressed many of these issues 
during a Wednesday, January 11 

presentation at Monsignor Scanlan 
High School.

Construction of the new bridge 
is scheduled to begin later this year 
and continue through 2021.

The current bridge, which  runs 
across Westchester Creek at the 
Bruckner Interchange, will be re-
placed by two side-by-side one-leaf 
bridges, each having three lanes.

The westbound traffi c will get a 
dedicated lane for vehicles existing 
onto Zerega Avenue and the east 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The NYPD is looking for un-

known individuals who lobbed 
marbles at more than two dozen 
Bronx businesses and a Bronx 
MTA bus in the evening hours of 
Sunday, January 8.

The seemingly random attacks 
caused chaos and no shortage of 
costly damage to glass windows 
across the borough. 

Altogether, there were 28 in-
cidents in less than 90 minutes 
across ten of the 11 Bronx NYPD 
precincts, with just the northern-
most 47th precinct spared dam-
age.  

The mischief took place be-
tween 7:15 a.m. and 8:40 p.m. Sun-
day night.

One of those establishments 
was the Tremont Diner, where 
one of its large front plate glass 
windows was cracked. 

Manager of fi ve years Charlie 
Katechis said his store was hit not 
long after 7:30 p.m. 

He said he was still waiting to 
see how much it would cost for the 
glass to be replaced. 

“They came in and said they 
would get back to us,” he said.  
“What are you gonna do?”

Another marble shattered a 
window at the Applebee’s restau-
rant in the Throggs Nest Shop-
ping Center that overlooks the 
Hutchinson River Parkway.  

Local resident Sandi Lusk was 
in the restaurant celebrating her 
husband’s birthday when the inci-
dent occurred.

“All of a sudden, people were 
screaming and everyone ran to 
one side of the restaurant. They 
thought maybe it was gunshots. It 
was scary,” she recalled. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
St. Benedict’s School has 

employed a creative method 
to raise money for the tech-
nology it needs to meet to-
day’s challengers. 

The elementary and junior 
high school raised $15,000 and 
hopes to clear at least $10,000 
in a recently completed cer-
emonial brick campaign that 
will commemorate the donors 
inside the main entrance to 
the school building. 

The funding, mostly from 
alumni but also from teach-
ers, will be used to purchase 
more Chromebook laptop 
computers for instructional 
purposes, said Ray Vitiello, 
St. Benedict’s School princi-
pal. 

The thirty-five carts and 
devices will be provided to 
teachers on each floor of the 
school as a result of the brick 
campaign, said the principal.  
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Marble
mayhem

vandals on
the lam

St. Benedict completes 
$15k brick campaign

Bridge project goes 
to bid in June

Artistic Expression

UNIONPORT TO
BE REPLACED

Budding artists of all ages enjoyed expressing their creative side at 
Confetti Party Place on Sunday, January 8 at 3190 Westchester Avenue. 
Children had fun painting iconic Marvel Comics superheroes for their own 
take-home masterpiece. A young artist added some fi nishing touches to 
his incredible Iron Man portrait.  Photo courtesy of Confetti Party Place



BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Tiny surfers on a sea blue background 

are painted on Jersey barriers that line 
the center median of Bartow Avenue as 
it runs into Hutchinson Parkway East, 
that would look better fitted for the 
Rockaways.

However, those barriers are instead 
lining one of the main thoroughfares of 
Co-op City, in an area not known for its 
breaking waves.  

To make matters worse, the long-
awaited steel-reinforced replacement 
barriers appear to be as worn as the ones 
they replaced.  

There is already evidence of chunks 
of crumbling concrete falling off the re-
cently installed barriers.

The stretch of roadway, known as 
‘killer curve’, due to its extreme serpen-
tine bend, requires drivers to severely 
drop their speed or slam into the con-
crete dividers. 

The deteriorating barriers have left 
Co-op City residents perplexed since the 
road was milled and repaved by NYC 
Department of Transportation late last 
year. 

The Jersey barriers, also known as 
New Jersey walls, will be repainted in 
the coming months, according to the 
DOT, but area officials are demanding 
more.

Councilman Andy King,  said the 

previous barriers were damaged to the 
point that he requested they be replaced. 
But King said the condition of the re-
placements is not much better.

“It looks like (DOT) took them from 
Coney Island,” he said, making refer-
ence to the miss-matched beach-like  mo-
tifs painted on the barriers. 

King said he would be speaking with 
the DOT on Thursday, January 12 about 
the fate of the barriers.  

Community Board 10 chairman Mar-
tin Prince said the barriers, which were 
salvaged from parts of Queens signifi-
cantly impacted by Superstorm Sandy 
in 2012, were actually a slight improve-
ment from the barriers that were there 
previously.

“Th(e older barriers) were crumbling 
even worse,” Prince said.

Prince said he would discuss the is-
sue with the DOT at the board’s District 
Service Cabinet meeting on Tuesday, 
January 17. 

Prince said there were no plans in 
the forseeable future to upgrade the bar-
riers.  

But he said NYS Department of 
Transportation was adding a north-
bound Hutchinson River Parkway exit 
in the vicinity of the curve over the next 
few years and he hoped a better traffic 
dividing wall would be installed at that 
time.
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years as a pharmacist, I’m happy 

of their customers.”
Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS Rph Pharmacist

FREE DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030

Here

We Now Accept WIC

The painted barriers on Bartow Avenue put up after the road was recently repaved may seem a bit out of 
place, but city offi cials said they will be replaced in the near future. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

DOT barriers bring Surf City to Co-op City
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In Memory of Gerry Fitzgerald

Gerry lived his entire life in the Bronx, growing up in Throggs Neck and settling in Riverdale with his wife 
of 36 years, Linda Pizzolo Fitzgerald. They have two daughters, Lisa O’Connor of Midland Park, N.J.,

and Juliet Fitzgerald of Mount Laurel, N.J.

Gerry is also survived by son-in-law Eric O’Connor and two grandchildren, 2-year-old
Griffi n Patrick O’Connor and 4-month-old Olivia Lea O’Connor.

There are many who grieve for this man. These are wise words to remember…

Tears have a wisdom all their own. 
They come when a person has relaxed enough to let go and to work through his (her) sorrow. 
They are the natural bleeding of an emotional wound, carrying the poison out of the system.

Here lies the road to recovery.
~ F. Alexander Magoun

January 14, 1952 - November 18, 2016



bound side will offer a lane 
turning onto Brush Avenue. 

Nyman said the reason 
for implementing a one leaf 
bridge - meaning the bridge 
will only open one way - is 
so that all the machinery to 
open the bridge is on one side 
and it will be easier to fi x any 
issues with the bridge.

In addition, there will be 
a 12-foot wide bike path on 
the new northern bridge and 
a fi ve-foot wide pedestrian 
sidewalk on the new south-
ern bridge.

Construction workers 
will begin building the south-
ern-most bridge while the old 
bridge stays operational.

Nyman said the new 
bridge will be built in the 
open position as not to cre-
ate problems for any vessels 
carrying oil on Westchester 
Creek to Schildwacher Fuel.

When the new south 
bridge is lowered into posi-
tion to facilitate its comple-

tion in the summer of 2019 
the old Unioport Bridge will 
be dismantled and  two tem-
porary bridges will be con-
structed to carry the bridge 
traffi c over the creek for the 
next 60 days. 

Afterwards, all traffi c 
will then travel on the new 
south bridge, the temporary 
bridges will be removed and 
work will start on the north 
bridge in the open position.

The south bridge, will 
contain four, 11-foot traffi c 
lanes - two traveling east and 
two traveling west.

The bridge construction 
will affect residents of both 
the Community 9 and Com-
munity Board 10.

CB 9 district manager 
William Rivera asked Ny-
man when he and and the 
DOT anticipate the most 
traffi c during the four-year 
period. 

Rivera said he was wor-
ried about possible lane clo-
sures in instances when the 

constractor brings in extra 
equipment.

Nyman said workers are 
under DOT’s Offi ce of Con-
struction Mitigation and 
Coordination regulations, 
so they are only allowed to 
bring equipment in at cer-
tain times overnight.

Pete Sullivan, chair of 
CB 10’s Land Use Commit-
tee, asked why the 12-foot 
bike path couldn’t be reduc\
ed  to around nine feet to add 
a three-foot pedestrian walk-
way on that side also.

This would allow them to 
walk on either bridge.

Nyman said the path 
could be seen as a shared-use 
path meaning both cyclists 
and pedestrians can use it.

Nyman said there will 
be penalties if the contrac-
tor does not fi nish the bridge 
work on time.

According to the DOT the 
construction for the Union-
port Bridge is expected to go 
out to bid by June.

Lusk said the manager 
immediately asked patrons 
to leave the store out of cau-
tion.

“They didn’t know what 
was going on,” she said.

The restaurant man-
ager declined to comment, 
directing inquires instead 
to the corporate headquar-
ters. 

The Target department 
store in the same mall was 
also hit.

Other northern Bronx 
establishments vandal-
ized  included a Dunkin Do-
nuts, Autozone and a VIM 
sneaker store, all along East 
Tremont. 

A large number of the 
attacks also took place on 
East Fordham Road, in-
cluding White Castle and 
Burger King restaurants 
and a Chase Bank. 

The suspects also tar-
geted a Bx 42 bus at the 
intersection of East Trem-
ont and Dudley avenues at 
around 8:30 p.m., according 
to MTA spokeswoman Ma-
rissa Baldeo. 

The window was 
cracked, but the driver and 
passengers on board at the 
time were not injured, she 
added.

“The bus was removed 
from service and taken to 
the depot for inspection,” 
she said.

The police said the sus-
pects operated from a white 
four-door sedan with dark 
tinted windows, as well as 
a dark-colored SUV seen in 
surveillance video outside 
the Target store.  

It is not known whether 
the marbles were thrown or 
if they were launched using 
some kind of gun or sling-

shot.
Bronx Chamber of Com-

merce president and CEO 
Nunzio Del Greco said the 
incidents were an unfortu-
nate bump in the road for 
many small businesses.

“It’s tough enough doing 
business in New York City, 
we don’t need additional 
problems to deal with,” he 
said.

Del Greco said that while 
such acts temporarily hurt 
the quality of life for resi-
dents, they would not derail 
the ongoing economic re-
birth of the Bronx.  

Del Greco said security 
cameras were the best de-
terrence to such crimes, 
and said he was contem-
plating the chamber hold 
a workshop on small busi-
ness security, as well as 
cyber security, during the  
new year.  
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Marble mayhem vandals 
are still on the lam 

A front window at the Tremont Diner remained cracked Tuesday after an unknown group of individu-
als lauunched marbles at the windows of almost 30 different establishments and an MTA bus Sunday 
night. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

Unionport to be replaced; bridge 
project goes to bid in June

An artist rendering of the replacement Unionport Bridge that features three lanes in each direction 
and dedicated bicycle/pedestrian passages. Photo courtesy of DOT

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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It was a celebration fi t for a king! Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Marcos Crespo and Councilwoman Annabel Palma hosted 
a Three Kings Extravaganza for Holy Cross School students and 

Host 3 Kings Extravaganza
was a celebration fit for a king! Senator Jeff Klein Asssemem-

Klein, Crespo & Palma
their families on Sunday, January 8. Children enjoyed arts and crafts, holiday music, face 
painting, a bounce house, lunch and presents at the annual celebration.

(Above left) Local students enjoyed celebrating Three 
Kings Day with (back, l-r) Fr. Lopez, Councilwoman Palma 
and Senator Klein. Photo by Laura Stone

(Above) Councilwoman Palma (back, l) and Senator Klein 
with (front, l-r) Sophie Aldas, Delilah Bonilla and Stella Al-
das. Photo by Laura Stone

(Center left) Fr. Ramon Lopez (r), Holy Cross Church pas-
tor, shared some thanks with Councilwoman Palma and 
Senator Klein. Photo by Laura Stone

(Center right) Silly Cindy (r) created some awesome fl oral 
face paint designs for Stella Aldas. Photo by Laura Stone

(Bottom left) Budding artists Ksenia O’Neal (l) and Lianna 
Rosario received some creative gifts. Photo by Laura Stone

(Bottom right) Nicole Reyes (l) and Angie Pere proudly dis-
played their incredible face paint designs. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
After months of wondering 

whether they were going to Disney 
World, the James Monroe Eagles 
cheerleading team got the funding to 
realize its goal.

On Friday, January 6, Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo, councilmem-
bers Andy King and Annabel Palma 
presented the cheerleading team a 
combined $6,000 to send them to the 
Universal Cheerleaders Association 
Nationals Competition at the Or-
lando, FL theme park this February.

The team is made up of students 
who attend the Metropolitan Sound-
view High School which is located on 
the James Monroe Educational Cam-
pus.

In September, the group found out 
they were invited to compete in the 
national round of the tournament, 
but then realized they would need 
a $30,000 sponsorship to  attend the 
event.

“We had a few bake sales, did a 
cake/cookies/pies fundraiser, and 
ultimately decided to start our Go-
FundMe campaign,” said Sonja Wil-
liams, one of the team’s coaches.

However, after the team offi cially 
received their bid to the Nationals 
on December 10, the were still very  

short of their fundraising goal.
“I’m not going to lie,” said 

Malay’Ja Heard, the senior team cap-
tain, “I lost a little bit of hope when 
I saw we were not receiving enough 
money to go. It brought tears to my 
eyes because I know this means a lot 
to myself and my teammates.”

During the fi rst week of January, 
the team was featured on TV station 
PIX 11, afterwhich thousands of dol-
lars began to roll into the team’s Go-
FundMe account.

“My team - these are like my best 
friends and my family - they mean ev-
erything to me.” Heard said. “And us 
going to Nationals and being able to 
get funded to go - and having [every-
one] support us - means everything.”

The donations from the elected 
offi cials on January 6 put them over 
their goal.

Assemblyman Crespo said he 
was proud to have such good repre-
sentation of the Bronx.

“This is just a joyful day because 

in the Bronx for far too long we high-
light the bad and the negative when 
our youth are in trouble or they are 
troubled by things that are happen-
ing in our community,” said Crespo.

“We need to celebrate more of 
these moments,” he continued. 
“When our young people demon-
strate the skills that they have, the 
commitment that they have, the 
teamwork for success, the fact that 
they will be representing not just 
the Bronx but the entire state of New 

York down in Florida - and repre-
senting New Yorkers and represent-
ing who we are and what we’re about  
- we are proud of this team and we 
are proud of the coaches and we are 
proud of [Metropolitan Soundview 
High School] principal [Emarilix] 
Lopez.”

King was also excited to be help-
ing out a team from the Bronx.

“I’m delighted and i’m grateful 
to stand here today to be offering my 
contribution to make sure that these 
young people get a chance to go to 
Florida,” said King.

For Palma, helping the students 
on the James Monroe Campus holds 
a personal touch.

“This cause was extremely im-
portant to me because I was a student 
at James Monroe way back when,” 
said Palma.

“In this case the Eagles make us 
really proud,” she also said, “to not 
only represent our district but also 
represent New York.”

The national-level of the competi-
tion, which includes about 20 teams 
from across the country, begins at 
Disney World on Saturday, February 
11 and runs through Sunday, Feb-
ruary 12. View the competition on 
ESPN and ESPN2.

Cheerleaders raise $$ to attend Nationals

The James Monroe Eagles Cheerleaders; pictured with Metropolitan Soundview HIgh School prinicpal Emarilix Lopez 
(center), Councilmember Annabel Palma (kneeling left) and Councilmember Andy King (kneeling right) - King, Palma and 
Assemblyman Marcos Crespo (not pictured) donated a combined $6,000 to help send the team to the UCA Nationals Com-
peition. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
While 2017 is less than a month 

old, a Florida man is making an 
early run at the title of dumbest 
criminal of the year.  

Some people will share any-

thing on social media… their 
breakfast, their cat, their chil-
dren. 

But the spoils of a robbery 
spree?  

That’s what Paul Lubin, 31, of 

Florida, did before he robbed the 
Chase bank at 3528 E. Tremont 
Avenue on Wednesday, January 
4 at 1:24 p.m. 

He made off with more than 
$7,000 after slipping a note to a 
teller.

Lubin had already hit six 
other Chase banks in Queens 
over the past three months 
starting Friday, September 30, 
including branches in Kew Gar-
dens, Jamaica and Bayside and 
Glendale. 

The brazen thief had ab-
sconded with almost $25,000, ac-
cording to police.

Lubin handed bank tellers at 
each bank he robbed a note that 
contained essentially the same 
message: 

“DO NOT DO anything stu-
pid. Put $5,000 in an envelope. 
DO NOT PISS ME OFF! Every-
one’s safety depends all on you!”

Notes given to bank clerks on 
December 14 and 27 used similar 
wording.The underlining of cer-
tain words for emphasis further 
helped the FBI narrow down the 
cases to single suspect.

Lubin’s fi ngerprints were 
lifted from the note written on 
a bank deposit slip, and were 

quickly matched with Lubin in 
the law enforcement database. 

Lubin was apprehended by 
United States Marshals just days 
after an affi davit calling for an 
arrest warrant was fi led Thurs-
day, December 29 in the East-

ern District of New York United 
States District Court.  

That affi davit was sealed by 
the court to prevent Lubin from 
being able to check online if a 
warrant was issued, a practice 
the agent who authored the re-
port said was increasingly com-
mon.   

FBI agents were able to track 
Lubin down partly thanks to pho-
tos he shared to the social media 
photo sharing app Instagram. 

A photo of Lubin wearing the 
same striped hooded sweatshirt 
seen in bank surveillance video 
footage was posted on the site last 
week under the name Paullubin11 
on Tuesday, December 13, which 
also showed a large stack of cash. 

Lubin then commented on the 
picture, “#Thuumbinthru.”

Lubin’s Instagram account 
was apparently fairly popular - 
the photo of his ill-gotten cash 
received 28 likes from other us-
ers. 

“You’re such an idiot, ha-
haha,” commented one Insta-
gram user, operating under the 
username ‘Vladiruss.’

He’d probably be hard 
pressed to fi nd anyone who dis-
agreed.

Chase Bank robber spills on Instagram

A selfi e photo taken by Paul Lubin 
shows him wearing the striped shirt 
the FBI said he also used to rob banks 
in the Bronx and Queens. 
 Photo courtesy of Instagram

A selfi e photo taken by Paul Lubin showed cash from bank robberies police said he 
committed at Chase banks in Queens and the Bronx over the past three months.
 Photo courtesy of Instagram
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Offi cers from the 47th Precinct and seniors enjoyed celebrating the holiday season together.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The 47th Precinct spread holiday cheer to the elderly at its annual senior luncheon on 
Friday, December 30 at Bronx Bethany Church of the Nazarene.

47TH PRECINCT SERVES SENIOR LUNCHEON

(Above) Diaz played a thrilling game of chess with one of the over 200 Bronx students who 
participated in the third annual Chess Challenge. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; AT&T and Chess in Schools co-hosted a youth chess tour-
nament for Bronx students on Wednesday, December 21 at the Andrew Freedman Home. 

BOROUGH PRESIDENT DIAZ, AT&T & CHESS 
IN SCHOOLS HOST CHESS CHALLENGE

Aquinas High School’s choir sang the praises of the holiday season. Photo courtesy of Aquinas High School

Aquinas High School students presented a festive performance for their school’s annual Christmas Concert Comfort and Joy on Friday, December 16.The choir joined by the string orches-
tra and dancers lifted the spirits of all celebrating the Yuletide season.

AQUINAS HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTED CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Bronx Community Health Network and staff 
members from the offi ces of Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie, Councilman Andy King 
and Senator-elect Jamaal Bailey celebrated 
the holidays at the annual Bay Eden Senior 
Center holiday luncheon on Tuesday, De-
cember 20.

BAY EDEN SENIORS
 HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

Bay Eden Senior Center residents and local 
elected offi cials’ staff members had a merry 
time celebrating the Yuletide season. 
 Photo courtesy of JASA
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. 
Ft. Lot Looking Over The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 
Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living 
And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. Garage And 
Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heat-
ing And Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. 
Hardwood Floors With Dark Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part 
Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio Doors And Windows. 
The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99
Khakis

and
Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Morris Park Avenue.  1390 Sq. Ft. Whitebox, perfect for Offi ce or Medical.
Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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(l-r) Justin Gonzalez, Joshua Diaz, Milagros Orizal, her mother Gladis Medina, Eddie Puncar, Pete Gon-
zalez and Tyree Jordan stood near the newly installed boiler. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
During the winter 

months we are thankful for 
a warm place to come home 
to. 

Soundview resident Mi-
lagros Orizal was $9,000 
away from having that lux-
ury until she was selected 
for some huge generosity.

Thanks to a charitable 
act from the National Asso-
ciation of Oil & Energy Ser-
vice Professionals, Orizal 
received a free boiler and a 
few young apprentices got 
a valuable learning experi-
ence as well.

In December, Orizal dis-
covered her boiler was leak-
ing and learned she needed 
to purchase a replacement.

“With what money?,” 
she asked.

Pete Gonzalez, a member 
of the New York City chap-
ter of OESP, had worked on 
Orizal’s boiler in the past.

Orizal reached out to 
Gonzalez.

According to Gonzalez, 
he thought the homeowner  
would be an ideal candi-
date for a grant from the Oil 
Heat Cares Foundation - the 
charity arm of OESP - and 
encouraged her to apply.

“As soon as I read the 
Orizal family’s grant ap-
plication, I knew it was an-
other perfect opportunity 

for Oil Heat Cares to step 
in,” said Gonzalez, a voca-
tional instructor at Bronx 
Design and Construction 
Academy High School. 
“This is an opportunity to 
literally give a family their 
home back at the beginning 
of winter.”

Orizal said she had been 
living in the house for 37 
years and had always had 
the same boiler.

“I feel like I won the Lot-
tery,” Orizal said of learn-
ing her application had 
been selected.

She also said she was 
fearful of having no heat in 
the house and having the 
water pipes freeze over.

“I’m so happy,” she 
added. “I never thought 
things like this happen to 
people like me.”

Gonzalez, who also runs 
his own heating company, 
arrived at Orizal’s home 
with three students from 
the high school.

The high school seniors - 
Tyrese Jordan, Joshua Diaz 
and Justin Gonzalez - in-
stalled Orizal’s boiler and 
were graded on the work 
once it was fi nished.

“It feels good because 
you’re able to help someone 
that needs heat,” said Diaz.                                                            

Jordan appreciated the 
chance to see the progress 

of the boiler as he and his 
classmates worked on its 
installation.

“When we came here and 
started it was just a boiler,” 
he said. “And now when you 
look at it and see all the pip-
ing and everything I said, 
‘Wow, we did that.’”

Angel Gonzalez, the vice 
president of the New York 
City chapter of OESP, called 
the installation a “great ex-
perience.”

“We have a couple of 
different things going on 
here,” Angel said. “We’re 
giving back to the students 
- they’re gaining education 
here and they’re gaining 
fi eld experience.”

“And at the same time 
we’ve given to a needy fam-
ily,” he continued. “So we’ve 
got two different things go-
ing on here which is a re-
ally great experience.”

The students began the 
job on Wednesday, January 
4 and fi nished the work on 
Friday, January 6. 

In addition, to the boiler, 
the group also installed a 
brand new water heater 
next to the boiler.

“I want to say thank you 
so much for what Angel and 
Pete Gonzalez have done 
for my family,” said Orizal. 
“Without them I didn’t know 
what I was going to do.”

Soundview resident 
guaranteed a warm winter

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The embers have gone 

cold at Lotus Flame in Mor-
ris Park for the foreseeable 
future after an early morn-
ing fi re caused major dam-
age to the eatery.

On Friday, January 6, the 
fi re severely damaged the 
apartments above the popu-
lar Indian restaurant at 866 
Morris Park Avenue and left 
the fate of the restaurant in 
limbo as the FDNY investi-
gation into the blaze contin-
ued.

The fi rst FDNY unit ar-
rived at the fi re four min-
utes after it was called into 
911 just after 2 a.m.

It started in the base-
ment, according to the 
FDNY, and then spread to 

the second and third fl oors, 
as well as the roof. 

The fi re quickly escalated 
to a third alarm, bringing 33 
units and 140 fi refi ghters to 
the scene. 

Firefi ghters brought the 
blaze under control at 4:18 
a.m.

Two residents and four 
fi refi ghters suffered minor 
injuries, according to the 
FDNY  Offi ce of Public In-
formation. 

A family living on one 
of the upper levels was dis-
placed by the fi re, but fam-
ily members did not require 
aid with relocation to an-
other temporary residence, 
according to Red Cross of 
Greater New York spokes-
man Michael de Vulpil-

lieres.
Lotus Flame co-owner 

Savitri McCrea said on Mon-
day that the restaurant was 
closed indefi nitely. 

She said she did not know 
the cause of the blaze, but 
said FDNY offi cials were in-
vestigating a possible elec-
trical cause.

The restaurant had been 
open for two years and two 
months, and had earned 
raves from customers and 
the press for its Indo-Carib-
bean and Chinese offerings. 

McCrea said she did not 
know when or if the eatery 
would reopen, and whether 
it would reopen at the same 
location.

“I cannot say at this 
point,” she said.

Blaze shutters Lotus 
Flame restaurant 

Shop In Our 
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and Save 
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The Lotus Flame restaurant in Morris Park is closed indefi nitely due to a fi re that occurred last week. 
A family living in an apartment above was also displaced. Arthur Cusano
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(l-r) Jacqueline Estrada, Blink Fitness area manager; Ecilia Acosta, Blink manager;  Angela 
Collard, Part of the Solution development associate and Councilman Andy King displayed 
the 50 one-year memberships donated by POTS. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Councilman King (front, c), Blink executives and staff, Blink members and community lead-
ers prepared to cut the ribbon. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Blink Fitness, a premium-quality, value-based fi tness club, celebrated the grand opening of its 51st club at 3580 White Plains Road on Wednesday, January 4. Attendees had the opportu-
nity to receive Blink Fitness branded gear while one lucky winner received a one-year membership to the new Gun Hill gym.

BLINK FITNESS GRAND OPENING HELD ON WHITE PLAINS ROAD

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz’s annual holiday food drive was a tremendous success this year thanks in part to local schools, community groups and businesses that contributed 
hundreds of pounds of food to families in need. Collaborating with the Kingsbridge Heights Community Center and St. Frances of Rome Church in Wakefi eld, Dinowitz’s offi ce was able to 
distribute food to families throughout the Bronx for Thanksgiving, Chanukah and Christmas. Local schools including P.S. 7, P.S. 81, P.S. 24 and Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy, collected 
cans, boxes and jars of food from their student body. Residents of 25 and 55 Knolls Crescent, Le Chic Hair Salon, Goodman Management, Kelly’s Bar and Restaurant and Ben’s Market 
donated food and turkeys. BJ’s Whole Sale Club donated 62 cases of green beans and corn totaling over 750 cans of food.

ASSEMBLYMAN JEFFREY DINOWITZ THANKS COMMUNITY FOR DONATIONS

Assemblyman Dinowitz (back, c), P.S. 7 principal Frank Patterson (back, r) and students with 
the food they donated for the holiday food drive. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz’s Offi ce

Councilman Andrew Cohen (back, c), Dinowitz (back, 2nd from r) and P.S. 24 faculty and 
students helped spread holiday cheer to those in need. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz’s Offi ce

Artwork by Bronx children Timisha Laurent and Tyrone Brown 
were featured in the Police Athletic League’s 2017 calendar 
which showcases work created by children from PAL centers 
across the fi ve boroughs. The two young artists participated in 
PAL’s P.S. 47 Center at 1794 E. 172nd Street where they learned 
about indigenous people of the world’s history and cultures. 
Laurent’s Inuit illustration is featured for the month of Janu-
ary while Brown’s Mayan artwork appears for the month of 
June.
Tyrone Brown’s illustration of the Mayan civilization is proudly 
displayed inside PAL’s 2017 calendar. 
 Photo courtesy of Andrea and Associates

BRONX ART FEATURED
IN PAL CALENDAR
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
This summer, a landmark 

Mott Haven townhouse will be-
come an elegant exhibition pre-
serving the neighborhood’s his-
tory.

The Mott Haven Historic Dis-
tricts Association will launch its 
inaugural ‘Mott Haven Decora-

tor Show House’ to raise funds 
supporting projects within the 
area’s historic districts.

Interior designers will col-
laborate with local young up-
and-coming designers to trans-
form a landmark townhouse 
into an elegant exhibition of 
fi ne furnishings, art and tech-
nology.

Working with fi scal sponsor 
South Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation, Sam-
uel Brooks, MHHDA president, 
plans to convert his three-story 
442 E. 140th Street home in the 
Mott Haven East Historic Dis-
trict into a show house.

Brooks will open his home 
to the public for a $20 admission 
with a 25% discount for 10454 
residents.

All proceeds raised will im-
prove the three historic dis-
tricts’ streetscapes, historical 
lampposts, tree guards and his-
torical signage.

These historic districts in-
clude the Mott Haven Historic 
District at East 138th and 141st 
streets on Alexander Avenue, 
the Mott Haven East Historic 
District spanning Brook and 
Willis avenues on East 139th 
and 140th streets and the Ber-
tine Block Historic District be-

tween Brown Place and Willis 
Avenue on East 136th Street.

The Mott Haven Historic Dis-
trict was landmarked in 1969 
while the Mott Haven East His-
toric District and the Bertine 
Block Historic District were 
landmarked in 1994.

The Mott Haven Historic 
District was the fi rst historic 
district to be designated in the 
Bronx.

The borough is home to 12 
historic districts, eight interior 
landmarks and 93 individual 
landmarks.

Brooks’ home was con-
structed in 1889 by local devel-
opers William O’Gorman and 
Hermann Stursberg.

O’Gorman served as archi-
tect designing the south side 
townhouses in a neo-Grec style 
characterized by uniform Phil-
adelphia brick façades adorned 
with incised geometric stone or-
naments and topped by brack-
eted metal cornices.

Brooks, a 43-year resident, 
was inspired by the Kips Bay 
Decorator Show House and Pas-
adena Showcase House of De-
sign to create MHDSH.

“There are no specifi c guide-
lines, we want the designers 
to come in here with an open 
mind,” he explained.

Participating designers in-
clude Jason Tackmann, Sobro 
Studios Surface president; Pe-
dro Castillo, PC Interior Reno-
vation president and Stacey 
Dipersia, a TriBeCa-based inte-
rior designer.

Once completed, seven New 
York School of Interior Design 
graduate students will create 
an Airbnb hospitality suite for 
tourists in the townhouse’s 
lower level.

Brooks said MHHDA has 
contacted the school and is 
awaiting its response.

The house will attract tour-
ists to the historic districts 
while educating them on the dis-

tricts’ architectural and historical 
contributions to the borough.

In addition, MHHDA and 
Bronx Museum of the Arts will 
have 50 artists visit Mott Haven to 
paint whatever the neighborhood 
inspires them to create on a 12-foot 
by 12-foot canvases. 

The artwork will be displayed 
inside the show house where 
visitors can bid on their favorite 

pieces. 
All proceeds raised will go to 

the artists.
Show house volunteers must 

submit their applications no later 
than April.

If interested, visit the ‘Contact 
Us’ section at www.mhhda.org 
to send an email with the subject 
heading ‘Show House Committee 
2017’.

Mott Haven Decorator Show House launched

Samuel Brooks, MHHDA president, 
plans to convert his 127-year-old neo-
Grec townhouse into a ‘decorator’s 
show house’ for residents and tourists 
to experience Mott Haven’s rich his-
tory. Photo courtesy of Samuel Brooks

Samuel Brook’s 442 E. 140th Street historic townhouse will be transformed into 
the fi rst-ever ‘Mott Haven Decorator Show House’. Photo courtesy of Samuel Brooks

A sneak peek inside the Mott Haven Decorator Show House in all of its neo-Grec 
glory. Photo courtesy of Samuel Brooks
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(front kneeling, l-r) Wilson Perez; Alan Perez; (back, l-r) Engjell Gjuraj; Aleksander Nilaj, Al-
banian American Open Hand Association president; Daniel Nilaj; Lourdes Torres; Annabella 
Nilaj; Paulin Preldakaj; Mike Nilaj and Miriam Quinones, event orgainizer. Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Cameron Williams, Millie and Albert Stone kept with tradition by transforming their 
home into a whimsical winter wonderland. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

During this Season of Giving, the Albanian American Open Hand Association, Miriam Quin 
Photography and Nicodemus Social Club Filippo hosted a coat drive on Sunday, January 8 
at 708 Lydig Avenue.

ALBANIAN AMERICAN OPEN HAND
 ASSOCIATION HOSTS WINTER COAT DRIVE

Embodying the holiday spirit, Throggs Neck residents Millie and Albert Stone decorated 
their 462 Swinton Avenue home with a festive outdoor display of Christmas lights. Accord-
ing to Albert, the extensive decorating process began at the end of October. 

SWINTON AVENUE WINTER WONDERLAND

NYC Parks Forestry Unit Arthur Hinds (l) 
Walter Okrutniak and Arthur Hinds helped 
Bronxites recycle their Christmas trees for 
a worthy cause. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

NYC Parks, Department of Sanitation and 
GreeNYC hosted the 21st annual MulchFest 
on Saturday, January 7 for thousands of 
New Yorkers to recycle their Christmas trees 
across the fi ve boroughs. Bronxites dropped 
off their trees at Metropolitan Oval to be 
recycled into woodchips which will nourish 
tree beds and gardens throughout the city.

NYC PARKS HOSTS
 ANNUAL MULCHFEST

Hundreds of boys and girls from the fi ve boroughs celebrated the holi-
day season in festive style at the PAL Harlem Center. 
 Photo courtesy of Andrea and Associates

The Police Athletic League hosted hundreds of boys and girls from all 
fi ve boroughs at a festive holiday party at the PAL Harlem Center on 
Saturday, December 10. PAL children took to the stage to share holi-
day cheer and enjoyed special performances by Rosie’s Theater Kids. 
Special guests included North Pole natives Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus, 
Congressman Charles Rangel, former mayor David Dinkins, Clifford the 
Dog, PAL chairman Robert Morgenthau, PAL vice chairman John Osborn, 
PAL executive director Frederick Watts, Rosei’s Theater Kids artistic and 
executive director Lori Klinger and holiday party co-chairs John and 
Margo Catsimatidis.

PAL HOSTS ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY





BY ARTHUR CUSANO
M&T Bank has clearly 

saved the best borough for 
last, as it has announced its 
fi rst Bronx branch will open 
later this year.

The 1,500-square-foot 
branch at 2460 Grand Con-
course is slated to open this 
spring. 

Work has already started 
at the location, which is ad-
jacent to an entrance to the 
MTA subway line.  

Once completed, the Buf-
falo, NY-based bank will 
have branch coverage in all 
fi ve boroughs. 

“We’re thrilled to add a 
new development to the on-
going Bronx renaissance,” 
said New York City Commu-
nity Reinvestment Adminis-
trative vice president Steven 
Flax.

Flax said conversations 
with borough residents led 
to bank offi cials to deter-
mine Grand Concourse was 
great place for its fi rst bor-
ough branch. 

“We look forward to the 
opportunity to serve even 
more Bronx residents and 
small businesses,” he added.

Construction work has 
already begun to convert 
a long-vacant storefront at 
this Grand Concourse lo-
cation, between East 188th 
Street and East Fordham 
Road. 

The bank will also be 
located just several blocks 
west of Fordham Universi-
ty’s main campus.

M&T Bank currently op-
erates 17 branches in New 
York City’s boroughs, and 
ranks as the third-largest 
U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration lender out of the 
SBA’s New York City Dis-
trict, based on total number 
of SBA loans made last year. 

Administrative vice 
president for Retail Banking 
in New York City and Long 
Island Rick Reustle said 
M&T was  acommunity-fo-
cused bank that prided itself 
on building a relationship 
with customers and helping 
small businesses.

“As far as small busi-
ness outreach, we’re one of 
the best banks you can deal 
with. Our branch managers 
are fully-equipped for busi-
ness development and busi-

ness networking outreach, 
so we have a lot of commer-
cial business opportunities 
that we are really excited 
about,” Reustle said.

Catering to small busi-
nesses and helping them 
grow also helps the bank 
grow once those businesses 
prosper and expand, he ex-

plained. 
“It seems like many of the 

biggest banks are not very 
small business-focused, and 
we think it is competitive 
edge and advantage for us,” 
he said.

The bank also offers com-
petitive home equity and 
mortgage loan lending op-
portunities.

“We’re one of the last 
banks to offer home equity 
loans at no closing cost, 
which is excellent, because 
a lot of banks have now 
started to charge closing 
costs,” he said.   

The bank is also one of 
the few to offer unsecured 
personal loans for up to 
60 months for those who 
don’t own a home, and just 
launched an identity theft 
protection program for its 
customers. 

While based upstate, 
M&T Bank is no stranger 
to the city: it has operated 
branches in parts of NYC  for 
the past 25 years, originally 
through the acquisition of 
other banks chains. 

There are six branches 
in Manhattan and fi ve in 

Brooklyn and Queens and 
another in Staten Island.

The bank also operates in 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, New York, Mary-
land, Connecticut, Virginia, 
West Virginia, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

Vitiello said that 
Benjamin Piacquadio, 
a social studies teacher 
who pitched him the 
idea along with all of 
the junior high teachers 
at St. Benedict’s, spear-
headed the effort. 

“We are always look-
ing for innovative ways 
to raise money for our 
school with the hopes of 
bringing better technol-
ogy or more advanced 
technology into this 
school,” said Vitiello. 

The computers will 
provide students with 
additional capabilities 
to link to various web-
sites related to the topics 
they are learning about 
while they remain in 
their own classrooms, 
said the principal. 

One aspect in using 
computers in teaching 
is that they allow for 
the collection of data 
via learning platforms 

that can show teach-
ers how individual stu-
dents are performing in 
terms of meeting pre-
determined standards, 
said Piacquadio. 

Individual teachers 
can monitor, for exam-
ple, which students were 
performing well or not 
up to standards in mul-
tiple areas of Common 
Core Standards, and 
teach based on the what 
the data is showing. 

Piacquadio said that 
this allows for ‘differ-
entiated instruction,’ 
where teaching can be 
tailored to individual 
student needs by provid-
ing different avenues to 
learning. 

“We got to keep up 
with the ever-changing 
world of technology,” 
said the principal, ex-
plaining in previous 
times the school had a 
computer lab, but that 

now, computers are in 
the classroom

Piacquadio wrote to 
alumni as part of the 
fundraiser, and worked 
creatively with Donna 
Miller, a graduate of the 
school who has helped 
create a database of al-
ums with contact infor-
mation. 

“Ben contacted me 
and told me that he had 
organized this cam-
paign,” said Miller, add-
ing “I emailed people 
and forwarded a let-
ter from the principal 
about this campaign 
and added my own.”

Miller said that in 
addition to e-mailing 
the St. Benedict gradu-
ates in her database, 
which includes some 
1,200-school alums, she 
mailed written hard 
copy letters to about 100 
selected alumni regard-
ing the commemorative 
bricks.

“We are thankful for 
the generous support of 
the alumni,” she said. 

In addition to Mill-
er’s efforts, St. Bene-
dict first grade teacher 
Jeanette Chin helped 

by calling alumni and 
answering their ques-
tions about the brick 
campaign, according 
to Piacquadio.

Two benches will 
also be installed be-
low the wall near the 
bricks, said the princi-
pal. 

One was donated by 
an alumni who now 
lives in Hawaii and 
another from St. Bene-
dict faculty and staff 
members who provided 
$2,000 in support, said 

Vitiello. 
The principal is still 

looking for a craftsman 
to install the bricks, he 
said, which have names 
of students and their 
graduation dates, as 
well as other appropri-
ate messages. 

A dedication cer-
emony, featuring a re-
ception for donors, may 
take place in late May, 
said the principal. 
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from Page 1

A celebration for alums that 
have made donations as part 
of the St. Benedict School Brick 
Campaign is being planned. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Benedict 
School

An example of the kind of ceremonial bricks that will be part of 
the display to be installed at the main entrance to St. Benedict’s 
School. Photo courtesy of St. Benedict’s School

St. Benedict completes $15k brick campaign

First Bronx M&T Bank branch slated to open

A vacant storfront at 188th Street and Grand Concourse will soon 
be the location of the fi rst M&T Bank branch in the Bronx. Com-
munity NewsGroup/Arthur Cusano

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


