
January 13-19, 2017 Your Neighborhood — Your News®

SERVING THROGGS NECK, PELHAM BAY, COUNTRY CLUB, CITY ISLAND, WESTCHESTER SQUARE, MORRIS PARK, VAN NEST, PELHAM PARKWAY, CASTLE HILL

75 cents

Bridge project goes to bid in June

Artistic Expression

UNIONPORT TO
BE REPLACED

A CNG Publication • Vol. 37 No. 2                                                         www.bxtimes.com 

Continued on Page 59

Continued on Page 59

Marble mayhem vandals on the lam

Bronx
STATS

YOUR GUIDE TO THE BRONX

REVISED &

EXPANDED
Dec. 2016

Edition

The New York 

Botanical Garden 

      Celebrating 125 Years | Page 7

Bronx
STATS

IS NOW ONLINE
CHECK IT OUT AT

www.bxtimes.com

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The NYPD is looking for 

unknown individuals who 
lobbed marbles at more than 
two dozen Bronx businesses 
and a Bronx MTA bus in the 
evening hours of Sunday, Jan-
uary 8.

The seemingly random at-
tacks caused chaos and no 

shortage of costly damage to 
glass windows across the bor-
ough. 

Altogether, there were 28 
incidents in less than 90 min-
utes across ten of the 11 Bronx 
NYPD precincts, with just the 
northernmost 47th precinct 
spared damage.  

The mischief took place be-

tween 7:15 a.m. and 8:40 p.m. 
Sunday night.

One of those establishments 
was the Tremont Diner, where 
one of its large front plate glass 
windows was cracked. 

Manager of fi ve years Char-
lie Katechis said his store was 
hit not long after 7:30 p.m. 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
As the start of construction 

nears for the new Unionport 
Drawbridge, residents have 
questions about how the work 
will affect them.

William Nyman, a senior 
project manager at Hard-
esty & Hanover - the devel-
opment company oversee-
ing the bridge’s replacement, 
and some NYC Department 
of Transportation represen-
tatives addressed many of 
these issues during a Wednes-
day, January 11 presentation 
at Monsignor Scanlan High 
School.

Construction of the new 
bridge is scheduled to begin 
later this year and continue 
through 2021.

The current bridge, which  
runs across Westchester Creek 
at the Bruckner Interchange, 
will be replaced by two side-
by-side one-leaf bridges, each 
having three lanes.

The westbound traffi c will 
get a dedicated lane for vehi-
cles existing onto Zerega Av-
enue and the east bound side 
will offer a lane turning onto 
Brush Avenue. 

Nyman said the reason 
for implementing a one leaf 

bridge - meaning the bridge 
will only open one way - is so 
that all the machinery to open 
the bridge is on one side and it 
will be easier to fi x any issues 
with the bridge.

In addition, there will be 
a 12-foot wide bike path on 
the new northern bridge and 
a fi ve-foot wide pedestrian 
sidewalk on the new southern 
bridge.

Construction workers will 
begin building the southern-
most bridge while the old 
bridge stays operational.

Nyman said the new bridge 

Budding artists of all ages enjoyed expressing their creative side at 
Confetti Party Place on Sunday, January 8 at 3190 Westchester Av-
enue. Children had fun painting iconic Marvel Comics superheroes 
for their own take-home masterpiece. A young artist added some 
fi nishing touches to his incredible Iron Man portrait.   
            Photo courtesy of Confetti Party Place
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
St. Benedict’s School has employed 

a creative method to raise money for 
the technology it needs to meet to-
day’s challengers. 

The elementary and junior high 
school raised $15,000 and hopes to 
clear at least $10,000 in a recently 
completed ceremonial brick cam-
paign that will commemorate the do-
nors inside the main entrance to the 
school building. 

The funding, mostly from alumni 
but also from teachers, will be used 
to purchase more Chromebook lap-
top computers for instructional pur-
poses, said Ray Vitiello, St. Bene-
dict’s School principal. 

The thirty-fi ve carts and devices 
will be provided to teachers on each 
fl oor of the school as a result of the 
brick campaign, said the principal.  

Vitiello said that Benjamin Pi-
acquadio, a social studies teacher 
who pitched him the idea along with 
all of the junior high teachers at St. 
Benedict’s, spearheaded the effort. 

“We are always looking for inno-
vative ways to raise money for our 
school with the hopes of bringing 
better technology or more advanced 
technology into this school,” said Vi-
tiello. 

The computers will provide stu-
dents with additional capabilities to 
link to various websites related to 
the topics they are learning about 
while they remain in their own class-
rooms, said the principal. 

One aspect in using computers in 
teaching is that they allow for the col-
lection of data via learning platforms 
that can show teachers how individ-
ual students are performing in terms 
of meeting predetermined standards, 
said Piacquadio. 

Individual teachers can monitor, 
for example, which students were 
performing well or not up to stan-
dards in multiple areas of Common 
Core Standards, and teach based on 
the what the data is showing. 

Piacquadio said that this al-
lows for ‘differentiated instruction,’ 
where teaching can be tailored to in-
dividual student needs by providing 
different avenues to learning. 

“We got to keep up with the ever-
changing world of technology,” said 
the principal, explaining in previous 

St. Benedict completes 
$15k brick campaign

A celebration for alums that have made do-
nations as part of the St. Benedict School 
Brick Campaign is being planned. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Benedict School

times the school had a computer lab, 
but that now, computers are in the 
classroom

Piacquadio wrote to alumni as 
part of the fundraiser, and worked 
creatively with Donna Miller, a grad-
uate of the school who has helped cre-
ate a database of alums with contact 
information. 

“Ben contacted me and told me that 
he had organized this campaign,” 
said Miller, adding “I emailed people 
and forwarded a letter from the prin-
cipal about this campaign and added 
my own.”

Miller said that in addition to e-
mailing the St. Benedict graduates 
in her database, which includes some 
1,200-school alums, she mailed writ-
ten hard copy letters to about 100 
selected alumni regarding the com-
memorative bricks.

“We are thankful for the generous 
support of the alumni,” she said. 

In addition to Miller’s efforts, 
St. Benedict fi rst grade teacher Jea-
nette Chin helped by calling alumni 
and answering their questions about 
the brick campaign, according to Pi-
acquadio.

Two benches will also be installed 
below the wall near the bricks, said 
the principal. 

One was donated by an alumni 
who now lives in Hawaii and another 
from St. Benedict faculty and staff 
members who provided $2,000 in sup-
port, said Vitiello. 

The principal is still looking for 
a craftsman to install the bricks, he 
said, which have names of students 
and their graduation dates, as well as 
other appropriate messages. 

A dedication ceremony, featur-
ing a reception for donors, may take 
place in late May, said the principal. 

An example of the kind of ceremonial bricks 
that will be part of the display to be installed 
at the main entrance to St. Benedict’s School.
 Photo courtesy of St. Benedict’s School
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Open House
Wednesday, January 18th, 2017 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm

For information, please contact Chris Florentino 
at 718-430-0100 x.57 or cflorentino@scanlanhs.edu 

TACHS Code # 304 
online at scanlanhs.edu

915 Hutchinson River Pkwy  |  Bronx, NY 10465

Monsignor Scanlan High School
emphasizes high academic standards,
social awareness & spiritual development.

College Prep Program
• 100% Graduation Rate
• 98% College Bound
•   AP College Level & Honors
  Courses for qualified students
• Middle States Accredited

PER CRUCEM AD LUCEM

 With the future of the cur-
rent Armory proposal unclear, 
the Northwest Bronx Commu-
nity & Clergy Coalition (NWB-
CCC) remains committed to 
redeveloping the Kingsbridge 
Armory for the betterment of 
the Bronx and its residents.

After State Supreme Court 
Judge Franco threw out the 
Kingsbridge National Ice Cen-
ter’s lawsuit against the City 
of New York, the NWBCCC 
reaffi rmed the importance of 
redeveloping the Kingsbridge 
Armory with real community 
benefi ts.

“Everyone in the commu-
nity knows the Armory con-
tinuing to sit vacant does 
nothing for our people, for 
the borough or the city,” said 
Alexis Francisco, a long time 
Bronx resident and NWB-
CCC leader. “After so many 
years of organizing local res-
idents and working construc-
tively with public and private 
stakeholders, we successfully 
secured one of the most pro-
gressive community benefi ts 
agreements in the country 

that would have a transfor-
mative impact on the Bronx. 
With the future of the current 
Armory redevelopment plan 
now unclear, our leaders have 
expressed their intent to con-
tinue working in partnership 
with the de Blasio Adminis-
tration and elected offi cials 
to ensure that this incredible 
asset becomes a model of equi-
table development in the city 
and throughout the country.”

The NWBCCC began orga-
nizing community residents 
nearly two decades ago to ad-
dress the redevelopment of 
this landmark building, cre-
ating the Kingsbridge Ar-
mory Redevelopment Alliance 
(KARA) made up of a diverse 
set of community stakehold-
ers that ultimately negotiated 
and won a CBA with KNIC in 
2013, bringing wall to wall liv-
ing wages, local procurement 
and hiring requirements, 1% 
revenue sharing and a 52,000 
square foot community space 
to the Kingsbridge commu-
nity, among other benefi ts. 
Tens of thousands of Bronx 

NWBCCC remains committed to 
redeveloping KingsbridgeArmory

residents have been involved 
in the NWBCCC’s efforts to 
redevelop the Kingsbridge Ar-
mory over the last 20 years, 
contributing to the strength of 
the project’s CBA.

The Northwest Bronx 
Community & Clergy Coali-
tion is a grassroots member-
led organization currently 
representing over 5000 Bronx 
families organizing in the 
Northwest Bronx for over 42 
years around safe, affordable 

housing, energy democracy, 
health justice, immigration, 
equitable economic develop-
ment and ending the school to 
prison pipeline. It has a strong 
track record, working with a 
variety of partners and com-
munity stakeholders, of cre-
ating alternative models that 
include deep community en-
gagement and participation, 
and build collective decision-
making led by those most im-
pacted.

Jeanne Jugan Home for 
the Aged, located at 2999 
Schurz Avenue, is always 
in need of brand new or 
near-new items that can 
be sold in its gift shop and 
Annual Christmas Ba-
zaar. 

They have a special need 
for new toys. Other items 
include jewelry, gift sets, 
electronic items,  specialty 

Jeanne-Jugan donations
items, new tagged clothing, 
accessories, collectibles. 
No VHS. 

If you have any ques-
tions regarding a donation 
contact Joanne at (347) 329-
1800.  

Make sure packages are 
securely wrapped atten-
tion Joanne/gift shop  If 
possible drop off donations 
during the weekdays.
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HAPPY 
NEW YEAR

from eastchester heights

eastchesterheights.com

bright, open and reasonably priced studios 
to three bedroom apartments with wonderful 

amenities, modern facilities and reliable 
maintenance in the heart of the Bronx.
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SPECIAL
GRANDMA PIE

$20

Bronx
Pizzeria2 LARGE

PIES
$29.99

BUY
2 LARGE PIES

GET FREE
2 LITER
SODA

The painted barriers on Bartow Avenue put up after the road was recently repaved may seem a bit out of place, 
but city offi cials said they will be replaced in the near future. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Tiny surfers on a sea blue 

background are painted on 
Jersey barriers that line the 
center median of Bartow Av-
enue as it runs into Hutchin-
son Parkway East, that would 
look better fi tted for the Rock-
aways.

However, those barriers 
are instead lining one of the 
main thoroughfares of Co-op 
City, in an area not known for 
its breaking waves.  

To make matters worse, the 
long-awaited steel-reinforced 
replacement barriers appear 
to be as worn as the ones they 
replaced.  

There is already evidence 
of chunks of crumbling con-
crete falling off the recently 
installed barriers.

The stretch of roadway, 
known as ‘killer curve’, due to 
its extreme serpentine bend, 
requires drivers to severely 
drop their speed or slam into 
the concrete dividers. 

The deteriorating barriers 
have left Co-op City residents 
perplexed since the road was 
milled and repaved by NYC 
Department of Transporta-
tion late last year. 

DOT barriers bring Surf City to Co-op City
The Jersey barriers, also 

known as New Jersey walls, 
will be repainted in the com-
ing months, according to the 
DOT, but area offi cials are de-
manding more.

Councilman Andy King,  
said the previous barriers 
were damaged to the point 
that he requested they be re-
placed. But King said the con-
dition of the replacements is 
not much better.

“It looks like (DOT) took 
them from Coney Island,” he 
said, making reference to the 
miss-matched beach-like  mo-
tifs painted on the barriers. 

King said he would be 
speaking with the DOT on 
Thursday, January 12 about 
the fate of the barriers.  

Community Board 10 
chairman Martin Prince said 
the barriers, which were sal-
vaged from parts of Queens 
signifi cantly impacted by Su-
perstorm Sandy in 2012, were 
actually a slight improvement 
from the barriers that were 
there previously.

“Th(e older barriers) 
were crumbling even worse,” 
Prince said.

Prince said he would dis-

cuss the issue with the DOT 
at the board’s District Service 
Cabinet meeting on Tuesday, 
January 17. 

Prince said there were no 

plans in the forseeable future 
to upgrade the barriers.  

But he said NYS Department 
of Transportation was adding a 
northbound Hutchinson River 

Parkway exit in the vicinity 
of the curve over the next few 
years and he hoped a better 
traffi c dividing wall would be 
installed at that time.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 13-19, 2017 7  BTR

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 01/31/17.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

SIGN UP WITH AN EMAIL ADDRESS &

RECIEVE OUR UPDATES & SPECIALS

SUPERSTORE
WINE & LIQUOR

Throggs Neck Plaza Upstairs From Target 

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

FREE
PARKING

Stock up for the New Year
Lindeman’s 
Chardonnay

BV Cabernet
Sauvignon

Cavit Wines

Kris Pinot 
Grigio

The Pinot Project 
Pinot Noir

Zaccagnini 
Montepuiciano

Kendall Jackson 
Chardonnay

Frontera WinesWoodbridge Cabernet 
Sauvignon & Sauvignon Blanc

Marques De Riscal 
Rioja Proximo

$1799

$3799

Each

Each

$5650

Grey 
Goose

Each

$2999

Absolut 
Vodka

Each

Each

Bacardi 
Light & Gold

Dewars 
White Label

Patron Silver

Chivas 12yr

$3599 $4999

Baileys Irish 
Cream

Jack Daniels 
Single Barrel

Each Each

1.75 ml

1.75 ml

1.75 ml

1.75 ml

1.75 ml

1.75 ml 1.75 ml 750 ml 750 ml

750 ml 750 ml

1.5ml

$899

$700

6 Pack
Each

$899
12 Pack

750ml

Each

$4399

$8908

750ml

Each

Each

$6710

$11550

1.75ml

Each

Each

$899
6 Pack

1.5ml

Each

$1493
6 Pack

1.5ml

Each

$12 99
12 Pack

750ml

Each
$1199
12 Pack

750ml

Each
$1599
12 Pack

750ml

Each
$1443
12 Pack

750ml

Each

$1039
6 Pack

1.5ml

Each
$1288

6 Pack

1.5ml

Each

$4699 $899

Veuve 
Clicquot

Tutella
Prosecco

Each

$4999 $6759

$3299

Remy Martin 
VSOP

Johnnie 
Walker Black

Kahlua
1.75 ml

Each Each

Each

$6609

$1999

Hennessy
VS

Sky
 Vodka

Each

EVERYDAY
GREAT VALUES

Each
$700

Each
$999

Each

$1175
Each $825

Each

$708
Each

$999
Each

$939
Each

$1250
Each

$1133
Each

1.75 ml

Chivas 18yr
1.75ml
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“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!

NITROGEN FILLED TIRES
BETTER GAS MILEAGE

LONGER TIRE LIFE
IMPROVED HANDLING

DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

PICTURE PERFECT
4-WHEEL ALLIGNMENT

National Accounts
Welcomed!

Commercial Accounts
Welcomes!

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
While 2017 is less than a 

month old, a Florida man is 
making an early run at the ti-
tle of dumbest criminal of the 
year.  

Some people will share 
anything on social media… 

Chase Bank robber spills on Instagram
their breakfast, their cat, their 
children. 

But the spoils of a robbery 
spree?  

That’s what Paul Lubin, 
31, of Florida, did before he 
robbed the Chase bank at 
3528 E. Tremont Avenue on 

Wednesday, January 4 at 1:24 
p.m. 

He made off with more than 
$7,000 after slipping a note to a 
teller.

Lubin had already hit six 
other Chase banks in Queens 
over the past three months 
starting Friday, September 
30, including branches in Kew 
Gardens, Jamaica and Bay-
side and Glendale. 

The brazen thief had ab-
sconded with almost $25,000, 
according to police.

Lubin handed bank tellers 
at each bank he robbed a note 
that contained essentially the 
same message: 

“DO NOT DO anything stu-
pid. Put $5,000 in an envelope. 
DO NOT PISS ME OFF! Ev-
eryone’s safety depends all on 
you!”

Notes given to bank clerks 
on December 14 and 27 used 
similar wording.The under-
lining of certain words for em-
phasis further helped the FBI 
narrow down the cases to sin-
gle suspect.

Lubin’s fi ngerprints were 
lifted from the note written on 
a bank deposit slip, and were 

quickly matched with Lubin 
in the law enforcement data-
base. 

Lubin was apprehended by 
United States Marshals just 
days after an affi davit calling 
for an arrest warrant was fi led 
Thursday, December 29 in the 
Eastern District of New York 
United States District Court.  

That affi davit was sealed 

by the court to prevent Lubin 
from being able to check on-
line if a warrant was issued, 
a practice the agent who au-
thored the report said was in-
creasingly common.   

FBI agents were able to 
track Lubin down partly 
thanks to photos he shared to 
the social media photo shar-
ing app Instagram. 

A photo of Lubin wearing 
the same striped hooded sweat-
shirt seen in bank surveillance 
video footage was posted on the 
site last week under the name 
Paullubin11 on Tuesday, De-
cember 13, which also showed 
a large stack of cash. 

Lubin then commented 
on the picture, “#Thuumbin-
thru.”

Lubin’s Instagram account 
was apparently fairly popu-
lar - the photo of his ill-gotten 
cash received 28 likes from 
other users. 

“You’re such an idiot, ha-
haha,” commented one Insta-
gram user, operating under 
the username ‘Vladiruss.’

He’d probably be hard 
pressed to fi nd anyone who 
disagreed.

A selfi e photo taken by Paul Lubin 
shows him wearing the striped 
shirt the FBI said he also used to 
rob banks in the Bronx and Queens.
 
 Photo courtesy of Instagram

A selfi e photo taken by Paul Lubin showed cash from bank robberies po-
lice said he committed at Chase banks in Queens and the Bronx over the 
past three months. Photo courtesy of Instagram
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KICK OFF A NEW YEAR WITH A 
WINNING CLEARANCE SALE

HOVER  BOARDS
 OR SMART

BALANCE WHEELS

PORTABLE
HEATERS

PROFESSIONAL  
PORTABLE 
PA SOUND 
SYSTEMS

STEP DOWN
STEP UP
TRANSFORMERS

$199 $49 $79 $1999

$1999

$8999

$999

$2999

$2499

$1495

$4999 $189 $299

$4999

$2999

$1999

$4995

$8995

$11999 $199

$3999

$5999

$12995

$9999 $24999

SMART WATCHES VIRTUAL REALITY 
GLASSES

DRONES
w/HD Video Cameras

starting at

from

Starting at 

Starting at 

and up

ACOUSTIC GUITAR

FULL SIZE ELECTRIC

GUITARS

Antennas

Freezer

Micro SD Cards

Patton

QFX

DVD PLAYERS

Nintendo

PAL/SECAM
110/220

Home

T Mobile
Simple Mobile
AT&T
Total Call

$299
50”

from

from

from

$999

from

from

$1999

FREE 100 Minutes

And Accessories

BLOWOUT SALE!

REMOTE CAR ALARM

Starting At

incl.500 Gig DVR

many sizes, colors & varieties All size available

All size available

Serato $69999

$999

starting at

Accesories

CAR RADIOS

As Low
As 

19” FLAT SCREEN 
SCREEN LCD 40” FLAT SCREEN TV

starting at VR BOX

NEW THIS SEASON

Smart Car Audio

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Smart Audio

We Repair 

$17999

$3999

Financing

As Low 

As

As Low As

PURCHASE CELL PHONE GET FREE 
HAIR EXTENSION STYLE KIT

SEND CREDIT HOME WITH

DIGICELL
FLOW

TOP UP
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

FATAL HIT AND RUN MULTI-CAR ACCIDENT

42 Precinct
Monday, January 2 at 5:02 a.m. -- 

Cops got a 911 call for help inside of an 
apartment building at 1291 Hoe Avenue. 
When police arrived, they walked into 
the scene of a homicide. Cops found a 
42-year-old man with stab wounds to the 
chest and head. EMS also responded 
and took the man to St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal, where he was pronounced dead. 

Monday, January 2 at 8:10 a.m. 
--  Police received a report of robbery 
near Boston Road and Union Avenue. A 
50-year-old man was in the lobby of the 
building where he lived when someone 
approached him with a broomstick and 
began to beat him. The victim suffered 
a cut to his forehead as well as pain and 
bruising. The thief took the man’s wal-
let, which was empty, and fled. The per-
son police are looking for is described as 
an adult Hispanic man, about five feet, 
five inches tall and 140 pounds. He had 
a moustache and a shaved head. He 
was last seen wearing a yellow hood-
ed sweatshirt with a print design on the 
front, blue jeans and black sneakers.

44 Precinct
Sunday, December 4 at 8:40 a.m. --An 

assault occurring inside of 178 E.174th 

Street was reported to cops. A 24-year-
old man who was the victim was ap-
proached by two people whom he had 
a dispute with earlier in the night. One of 
the people took out a gun and shot the 
victim in the right leg. The people police 
are looking for then fled the scene via 
East 174st Street and Eastburn Avenue. 
One of the people cops are looking for 
is a black man with a medium complex-
ion who was last seen wearing a gray 
hooded sweatshirt, gray jeans and white 
sneakers. This person had a gun. The 
second person was described as an His-
panic man with a light complexion who 
was last seen wearing a black jacket with 
the words ‘Los Angeles’ on the back, a 
blue hooded sweatshirt, black jeans and 
black sneakers.

45 Precinct
Tuesday, January 3 at 3:11 p.m. -- A 

man who was the victim of a kidnap-
ping was found by police. He had been 
taken from a hair stylist at 2936 Wilkin-
son Avenue by a group of Hispanic men. 
One of the men was armed with a gun. 
The kidnapping victim was put inside a 
black minivan which sped off on nearby 
Westchester Avenue. 

A 21-year-old man has been arrested following a fatal hit-and-run multi-car accident 
in Allerton. Police arrested and charged 21-year-old driver Tanbir Islam with man-
slaughter, driving while intoxicated, vehicular manslaughter and leaving the scene of 
an accident that left fi ve people injured and resulted in one death. On Thursday, Janu-
ary 5 at 9 p.m., Islam alledgedly drove his 1997 Toyota Camry southbound on Boston 
Road near Wallace Avenue before crossing into the northbound lanes where he struck 
a 2010 Chrysler Town and Country minivan. The impact forced the vehicles into an 
unoccupied parked Mitsubishi Endeavor. The three passengers inside the Camry, two 
21-year-old men and a 22-year-old man, and the 47-year-old minivan driver were ex-
tracted from the wreckage by Emergency Service Units. The victims were rushed to 
local hospitals with three listed in critical condition and one in serious, but stable 
condition. Christopher Hulse, 21, the backseat passenger inside the Camry, was pro-
nounced dead at Jacobi Medical Center. A pedestrian also sustained minor injuries 
and was treated at the scene. Police said, Islam alledgedly fl ed the scene on foot, but 
was arrested the next morning at Jacobi Medical Center where he sought medical 
treatment.      Photo by Edwin Soto 
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Coverage Countdown 
to January 31, 2017!
You must apply for enrollment through  
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov by January 31  
to have health insurance in 2017.

•   Do you need health insurance?
•   Are you shopping for coverage but haven’t made  

a decision yet?
•   Have you already chosen a plan, but want to reconsider?
•   Do you know about the Essential Plan, with monthly 

premiums that are either FREE or $20 based on your income?

Fidelis Care can answer all your health insurance questions and  
help you apply for enrollment through www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov.

Fidelis Care is committed to providing you with excellent 
customer service. We are here to help!
Call 1-888-FIDELIS for more information or to make an appointment with a Health 
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To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health Plus  
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visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
New Year’s 

transit wishes

Dear editor,
Transit riders and taxpay-

ers have two New Years wishes 
for 2017: Governor Cuomo will 
deliver $7.3 billion of the re-
maining $8.3 billion he still 
owes to fully fund New York 
State’s share of the Metropol-
itan Transportation Author-
ity $27 billion 2015 - 2019 Five 
Year Capital Plan and Mayor 
de Blasio will deliver the $2.5 
billion balance he still owes to 
fully fund NYC’s share of the 
same MTA Five Year Capital 
Plan.  

Let’s hope both Cuomo and 
de Blasio don’t leave us with 
coal instead of hard cash in 
our Christmas transit stock-
ings next year!

Larry Penner

We finally
have hope

Dear editor,
In answer to letter writer 

Carl J. Cannizzaro’s inquiry 
about the Obama legacy, it is 
very clear the legacy he’s left. 

What fi rst comes to mind 
is his lavish trips that we paid 
for. His deliberate goal to ruin 
our country and turn people 
against each other. It amazes 
me that he left our men to die 
in Banghazi, and took no re-
sponsibility for that act. Our 
citizens have been beheaded, 
and he reluctantly took time 
off from his golfi ng trip to say 
a few word.

Our service men, who we 
thank with all our hearts, re-
turned maimed, disfi gured 

Welcome to
Bizarroland
Dear editor,
Speaking about the long 

awaited opening of the three-
stop Second Avnue Subway, 
Governor Cuomo said “With 
this achievement, we have re-
captured the bold ambition 
that made the Empire State 
so great, proving that gov-
ernment can still accomplish 
big things for the people it 
serves”.

I’d say the opening of the 
Second Avenue subway, much 
like Obama’s Affordable Care 
Act proves just the opposite; 
i.e. government cannot accom-
plish big things (or even small 
things) for the people it serves.  
But then the Democrats live in 
the Bizarro universe, where 
we must believe the exact op-
posite of reality, up is down; 
down is up.    

Construction of the three-
stop subway line began in 
1929, stopped due to the city’s 
unsustainable rapid transit 
debt, started up again in 1974 
and was halted again when 
Democratic Mayor Abe Beame 
informed us New Yorkers that 
New York teetered on the 
brink of bankruptcy. Govern-
ment planning at its best. 

Fast forward to April 12, 
2007. Now we have the MTA 
initiating a new ground break-
ing. That day MTA chairman 
Peter Kalikow said “With 
funding in place and the polit-
ical will to build, New York is 
fi nally going to have the East 

Side service this world city 
deserves.” All the usual sus-
pects came out that day ten 
years ago. 

Dan Doctorof said it re-
ally is a “great day” because 
as goes the Second Avenue 
Subway, so goes New York 
(God help us). My friend, Scott 
Stringer chimed in that the 
people in Manhattan recog-
nize that this is a valuable eco-
nomic engine. He gave a ‘shout 
out’ to Carolyn Maloney for 
all her work to get this proj-
ect going.  Christine Quinn 
echoed Stringer’s shout out 
to Maloney, and says that she 
made the campaign promise 
to get the subway done, even 
though she had no real sense 
that she would be able to fol-
low through on her promise.  

Even former Governor 
Spitzer (Client No 9) was cred-
ited for getting the state to 
cough up $1.9 billion of our 
tax money for the project.  Ten 
years later on January 1, 2017, 
the 1.6 mile, three-station line 
is completed at a cost of $ 4.5 
billion proving what Gov. 
Cuomo said - Not!

The NYC subway system 
originally built (not by gov-
ernment) by the Rapid Tran-
sit Construction Company 
breaking ground at City Hall 
on March 24, 1900.  Operation 
of the subway began on Octo-
ber 27, 1904, traveling 9.1 miles 
through 28 stations. Four 
years to construct 9.1 miles 
and 28 stations vs. the MTA’s 
ten year 1.6 mile, three station 
accomplishment.  

Proof that government can 
accomplish big things—but 
only in Bizarro World! 

Carl J. Cannizzaro

and emotionally impaired 
and Obama provided the least 
amount of care for them.

His legacy is very long, 
much more than this, but 
nothing to be proud of. May 
our president-elect fi nd 
the wisdom and courage to 
change what Obama has done 
and make us all feel safe and 
whole again. 

Michelle Obama says we 
have  now lost hope. I disagree 
- for the fi rst time in eight 
years, we fi nally have hope.

Linda Ranallo

Abuse of
the process

Dear editor,
Beth Finkel’s letter in sup-

port of the Right to Counsel 
bill is on target. As the head 
of a tenants association, I am 
painfully aware of the legal 
maneuvering used by unscru-
pulous and callous landlords 
to victimize innocent tenants 
and enrich their own bank ac-
counts. 

Legal aid is no help in these 
circumstances. They are over-
whelmed by a caseload that 
has increased in recent years 
due to the enactment of legis-
lation known as the ‘One Shot 
Deal.’

Intended to assist in cases 
where tenants have fallen be-
hind in rent payments due 
to loss of employment or ex-
tended illness, this safety net 
has been used and abused by 
landlords who know that le-
gal aid will suggest agreeing 
to the deal in order to reduce 
their caseload and avoid an in-
terminable legal process.

The landlords who rou-
tinely take tenants to court 
on baseless charges, known in 
legal circles as “abuse of pro-
cess,” are laughing all the way 
to the bank. 

It is time that the taxpay-
ers of this city demand that 
our judiciary and our elected 
offi cials identify and penal-

ize these repeat offenders for 
the greed and disrespect for 
the law that they and their at-
torneys exhibit every day in 
housing court. 

Their heartless evictions, 
aimed at vacancy rent in-
creases, are the primary rea-
son for the tragedy of home-
lessness that they promote, 
so far, with impunity. Their 
innocent victims deserve the 
right to counsel, regardless of 
their ability to pay. 

Justice cannot always re-
mind blind.

Paulette Sorg

Williamsbridge Tenants 

Association

Be careful
taking buses

Dear editor, 
I am responding to your 

front page article dated Janu-
ary 6-12 about the high school 
girls suing the MTA for 40 mil-
lion dollars. My goodness, I 
think they are barking up the 
wrong tree when you are su-
ing the MTA for this purpose.

If it happened to me, I 
would look into suing the De-
partment of Education too. I 
wish that you would sue the 
MTA for its intentions to raise 
the subway and bus fare, for 
example when the MTA in my 
view really does not have to.

I hate to sound cold but, the 
fact that these young women 
got roughed up on the Bx 8 bus 
is not unusual and happens 
in very similar ways in every 
bus and subway route in this 
city that serves any type of 
school.

Let’s face it, Westchester 
Square has become a mecca of 
students doing violent acts to 
each other after getting out of 
school or, even to older people 
that may have nothing to do 
with the schools. Older peo-
ple or people with disabilites 
should not travel aboard buses 
or trains when school lets out.

Joseph Wall

Letters to the editor are welcome from all readers. They 
should be addressed care of this newspaper to Laura Guer-
riero, Publisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglo-
cal.com. All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, 
MUST be signed and with a verifi able address and tele-
phone number included. Note that the  address and tele-
phone number  will NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld upon request. No unsigned let-
ters can be accepted for publication. The editor reserves 
the right to edit all submissions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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In Memory of Gerry Fitzgerald

Gerry lived his entire life in the Bronx, growing up in Throggs Neck and settling in Riverdale with his wife 
of 36 years, Linda Pizzolo Fitzgerald. They have two daughters, Lisa O’Connor of Midland Park, N.J.,

and Juliet Fitzgerald of Mount Laurel, N.J.

Gerry is also survived by son-in-law Eric O’Connor and two grandchildren, 2-year-old
Griffi n Patrick O’Connor and 4-month-old Olivia Lea O’Connor.

There are many who grieve for this man. These are wise words to remember…

Tears have a wisdom all their own. 
They come when a person has relaxed enough to let go and to work through his (her) sorrow. 
They are the natural bleeding of an emotional wound, carrying the poison out of the system.

Here lies the road to recovery.
~ F. Alexander Magoun

January 14, 1952 - November 18, 2016
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We’ll be here 
tomorrow.

Sign up today.

ENROLL BY JANUARY 31!

During uncertain times, it’s good to know that our staff is culturally sensitive, 
fl uent in more than 70 languages and ready to serve over half a million 
members with a robust network of primary care doctors and specialists. 
We’re here today and we’ll be by your side tomorrow. Let’s plan ahead.

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
After months of wondering 

whether they were going to Dis-
ney World, the James Monroe 
Eagles cheerleading team got 
the funding to realize its goal.

On Friday, January 6, As-
semblyman Marcos Crespo, 
councilmembers Andy King 
and Annabel Palma presented 
the cheerleading team a com-
bined $6,000 to send them to the 
Universal Cheerleaders Asso-
ciation Nationals Competition 
at the Orlando, FL theme park 
this February.

The team is made up of stu-
dents who attend the Metropol-
itan Soundview High School 
which is located on the James 
Monroe Educational Campus.

In September, the group 
found out they were invited to 
compete in the national round 
of the tournament, but then 
realized they would need a 
$30,000 sponsorship to  attend 
the event.

“We had a few bake sales, 
did a cake/cookies/pies fund-
raiser, and ultimately decided 
to start our GoFundMe cam-
paign,” said Sonja Williams, 
one of the team’s coaches.

However, after the team of-
fi cially received their bid to the 

Cheerleaders raise $$ to attend Nationals
Nationals on December 10, the 
were still very  short of their 
fundraising goal.

“I’m not going to lie,” said 
Malay’Ja Heard, the senior 
team captain, “I lost a little bit 
of hope when I saw we were not 
receiving enough money to go. 
It brought tears to my eyes be-
cause I know this means a lot to 
myself and my teammates.”

During the fi rst week of Jan-
uary, the team was featured on 
TV station PIX 11, afterwhich 
thousands of dollars began to 
roll into the team’s GoFundMe 
account.

“My team - these are like 
my best friends and my family 
- they mean everything to me.” 
Heard said. “And us going to 
Nationals and being able to get 
funded to go - and having [ev-
eryone] support us - means ev-
erything.”

The donations from the 
elected offi cials on January 6 
put them over their goal.

Assemblyman Crespo said 
he was proud to have such good 
representation of the Bronx.

“This is just a joyful day be-
cause in the Bronx for far too 
long we highlight the bad and 
the negative when our youth 
are in trouble or they are trou-

bled by things that are happen-
ing in our community,” said 
Crespo.

“We need to celebrate more 
of these moments,” he contin-
ued. “When our young people 
demonstrate the skills that 
they have, the commitment 
that they have, the teamwork 
for success, the fact that they 
will be representing not just 
the Bronx but the entire state 
of New York down in Florida - 
and representing New Yorkers 
and representing who we are 
and what we’re about  - we are 
proud of this team and we are 

proud of the coaches and we are 
proud of [Metropolitan Sound-
view High School] principal 
[Emarilix] Lopez.”

King was also excited to be 
helping out a team from the 
Bronx.

“I’m delighted and i’m grate-
ful to stand here today to be of-
fering my contribution to make 
sure that these young people 
get a chance to go to Florida,” 
said King.

For Palma, helping the 
students on the James Mon-
roe Campus holds a personal 
touch.

“This cause was extremely 
important to me because I was 
a student at James Monroe way 
back when,” said Palma.

“In this case the Eagles 
make us really proud,” she also 
said, “to not only represent our 
district but also represent New 
York.”

The national-level of the 
competition, which includes 
about 20 teams from across 
the country, begins at Disney 
World on Saturday, February 
11 and runs through Sunday, 
February 12. View the competi-
tion on ESPN and ESPN2.

The James Monroe Eagles Cheerleaders; pictured with Metropolitan Soundview HIgh School prinicpal Emarilix 
Lopez (center), Councilmember Annabel Palma (kneeling left) and Councilmember Andy King (kneeling right) - 
King, Palma and Assemblyman Marcos Crespo (not pictured) donated a combined $6,000 to help send the team 
to the UCA Nationals Compeition. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The embers have gone cold at Lotus 

Flame in Morris Park for the foresee-
able future after an early morning fi re 
caused major damage to the eatery.

On Friday, January 6, the fi re se-
verely damaged the apartments above 
the popular Indian restaurant at 866 
Morris Park Avenue and left the fate of 
the restaurant in limbo as the FDNY 
investigation into the blaze continued.

The fi rst FDNY unit arrived at the 
fi re four minutes after it was called 
into 911 just after 2 a.m.

It started in the basement, accord-
ing to the FDNY, and then spread to 
the second and third fl oors, as well as 
the roof. 

The fi re quickly escalated to a third 
alarm, bringing 33 units and 140 fi re-
fi ghters to the scene. 

Firefi ghters brought the blaze un-
der control at 4:18 a.m.

Two residents and four fi refi ghters 
suffered minor injuries, according to 
the FDNY  Offi ce of Public Informa-

Blaze shutters Lotus 
Flame restaurant 

tion. 
A family living on one of the upper 

levels was displaced by the fi re, but 
family members did not require aid 
with relocation to another temporary 
residence, according to Red Cross of 
Greater New York spokesman Michael 
de Vulpillieres.

Lotus Flame co-owner Savitri Mc-
Crea said on Monday that the restau-
rant was closed indefi nitely. 

She said she did not know the cause 
of the blaze, but said FDNY offi cials 
were investigating a possible electri-
cal cause.

The restaurant had been open for 
two years and two months, and had 
earned raves from customers and the 
press for its Indo-Caribbean and Chi-
nese offerings. 

McCrea said she did not know when 
or if the eatery would reopen, and 
whether it would reopen at the same 
location.

“I cannot say at this point,” she 
said.

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

The Lotus Flame restaurant in Morris Park is closed indefi nitely due to a fi re that occurred 
last week. A family living in an apartment above was also displaced. Arthur Cusano
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Apply
Now!

NYSCAS

Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s 
and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area. 

Think college, think NYSCAS. A division of Touro College. 

 

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit: www.touro.edu

CHOOSE FROM CAREER-FOCUSED MAJORS INCLUDING:

Diandra J. 
A.A. | NYSCAS ’16
B.A. | NYSCAS ’17

Paralegal

←

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

855.21.TOURO (855.218.6876)    

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

212.463.0400 x5500
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

DECEMBER EXTRAVAGANZA!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

December Special 10% 
of any treatment

(l-r) Justin Gonzalez, Joshua Diaz, Milagros Orizal, her mother Gladis Medina, Eddie Puncar, 
Pete Gonzalez and Tyree Jordan stood near the newly installed boiler. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
During the winter months we are 

thankful for a warm place to come 
home to. 

Soundview resident Milagros 
Orizal was $9,000 away from having 
that luxury until she was selected for 
some huge generosity.

Thanks to a charitable act from the 
National Association of Oil & Energy 
Service Professionals, Orizal received 
a free boiler and a few young appren-
tices got a valuable learning experi-
ence as well.

In December, Orizal discovered her 
boiler was leaking and learned she 
needed to purchase a replacement.

“With what money?,” she asked.
Pete Gonzalez, a member of the New 

York City chapter of OESP, had worked 
on Orizal’s boiler in the past.

Orizal reached out to Gonzalez.
According to Gonzalez, he thought 

the homeowner  would be an ideal can-
didate for a grant from the Oil Heat 
Cares Foundation - the charity arm of 
OESP - and encouraged her to apply.

“As soon as I read the Orizal fam-
ily’s grant application, I knew it was 
another perfect opportunity for Oil 
Heat Cares to step in,” said Gonzalez, 
a vocational instructor at Bronx De-
sign and Construction Academy High 
School. “This is an opportunity to lit-
erally give a family their home back at 
the beginning of winter.”

Orizal said she had been living in 
the house for 37 years and had always 
had the same boiler.

“I feel like I won the Lottery,” 
Orizal said of learning her application 
had been selected.

She also said she was fearful of hav-
ing no heat in the house and having 
the water pipes freeze over.

“I’m so happy,” she added. “I never 
thought things like this happen to peo-

Soundview resident 
guaranteed a warm winter

ple like me.”
Gonzalez, who also runs his own 

heating company, arrived at Orizal’s 
home with three students from the 
high school.

The high school seniors - Tyrese 
Jordan, Joshua Diaz and Justin Gon-
zalez - installed Orizal’s boiler and 
were graded on the work once it was 
fi nished.

“It feels good because you’re able to 
help someone that needs heat,” said D
iaz.                                                            

Jordan appreciated the chance to 
see the progress of the boiler as he and 
his classmates worked on its installa-
tion.

“When we came here and started 
it was just a boiler,” he said. “And now 
when you look at it and see all the pip-
ing and everything I said, ‘Wow, we 
did that.’”

Angel Gonzalez, the vice president 
of the New York City chapter of OESP, 
called the installation a “great experi-
ence.”

“We have a couple of different things 
going on here,” Angel said. “We’re giv-
ing back to the students - they’re gain-
ing education here and they’re gaining 
fi eld experience.”

“And at the same time we’ve given 
to a needy family,” he continued. “So 
we’ve got two different things going 
on here which is a really great experi-
ence.”

The students began the job on 
Wednesday, January 4 and fi nished 
the work on Friday, January 6. 

In addition, to the boiler, the group 
also installed a brand new water heater 
next to the boiler.

“I want to say thank you so much 
for what Angel and Pete Gonzalez 
have done for my family,” said Orizal. 
“Without them I didn’t know what I 
was going to do.”
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Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

 

BEER CRAZED MONDAYS-> 1-6pm
$1 OFF ANY BEER 

$2 SLIDERS (BEEF OR PORK, MINIMUM OF 3) 
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 

 

TEQUILA TUESDAYS -> 4-7pm 
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES 

$1 OFF NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS 
$6- GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS 

$5- QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili) 
 

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$4 GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

RED OR WHITE SANGRIA - $7 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$3 WELL DRINKS

$5 MARTINIS 
$5 COSMOS 

$4 IMPORTED PINTS (GUINESS $5) 
$4 IMPORTED BOTTLES 

 $5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 
$5 NACHOS 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS-> 4-8pm 
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS 

$1 OFF ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS 
$3.00 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guinness $5) 

$3.50 DOMESTIC BOTTLES - $4.00 IMPORTED BOTTLES 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

The Wicked Wolf
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

SUNDAY
BRUNCH
BUFFET

$18 95
per person

WWWAAATTTCCCHHH AAALLLLLL PPPLLLAAAYYYOOOFFFFFF
GGGGAAAAMMMMEEEESSSS AAAATTTT TTTTHHHHEEEE WWWWOOOOLLLLFFFF......
FOOTBALL SPECIALS

DOMESTIC DRAFT



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JANUARY 13-19, 201720    BTR

It was a celebration fi t for a king! Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Marcos Crespo and Councilwoman Annabel Palma hosted 
a Three Kings Extravaganza for Holy Cross School students and 

Host 3 Kings Extravaganza
was a celebration fit for a king! Senator Jeff Klein Assem-

Klein, Crespo & Palma
their families on Sunday, January 8. Children enjoyed arts and crafts, holiday music, face 
painting, a bounce house, lunch and presents at the annual celebration.

(Above left) Local students enjoyed celebrating Three 
Kings Day with (back, l-r) Fr. Lopez, Councilwoman Palma 
and Senator Klein. Photo by Laura Stone

(Above) Councilwoman Palma (back, l) and Senator Klein 
with (front, l-r) Sophie Aldas, Delilah Bonilla and Stella Al-
das. Photo by Laura Stone

(Center left) Fr. Ramon Lopez (r), Holy Cross Church pas-
tor, shared some thanks with Councilwoman Palma and 
Senator Klein. Photo by Laura Stone

(Center right) Silly Cindy (r) created some awesome fl oral 
face paint designs for Stella Aldas. Photo by Laura Stone

(Bottom left) Budding artists Ksenia O’Neal (l) and Lianna 
Rosario received some creative gifts. Photo by Laura Stone

(Bottom right) Nicole Reyes (l) and Angie Pere proudly dis-
played their incredible face paint designs. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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Offi cers from the 47th Precinct and seniors enjoyed celebrating the holiday season together.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The 47th Precinct spread holiday cheer to the elderly at its annual senior luncheon on 
Friday, December 30 at Bronx Bethany Church of the Nazarene.

47TH PRECINCT SERVES SENIOR LUNCHEON

(Above) Diaz played a thrilling game of chess with one of the over 200 Bronx students who 
participated in the third annual Chess Challenge. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; AT&T and Chess in Schools co-hosted a youth chess tour-
nament for Bronx students on Wednesday, December 21 at the Andrew Freedman Home. 

BOROUGH PRESIDENT DIAZ, AT&T & CHESS 
IN SCHOOLS HOST CHESS CHALLENGE

Aquinas High School’s choir sang the praises of the holiday season. Photo courtesy of Aquinas High School

Aquinas High School students presented a festive performance for their school’s annual Christmas Concert Comfort and Joy on Friday, December 16.The choir joined by the string orches-
tra and dancers lifted the spirits of all celebrating the Yuletide season.

AQUINAS HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTED CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Bronx Community Health Network and staff 
members from the offi ces of Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie, Councilman Andy King 
and Senator-elect Jamaal Bailey celebrated 
the holidays at the annual Bay Eden Senior 
Center holiday luncheon on Tuesday, De-
cember 20.

BAY EDEN SENIORS
 HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

Bay Eden Senior Center residents and local 
elected offi cials’ staff members had a merry 
time celebrating the Yuletide season. 
 Photo courtesy of JASA
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SAVE $100
WHEN YOU CALL BEFORE 2/28/17

DON’T WAIT FOR THE 
NEXT REPORT CARD
GET HELP NOW!

©2017 Huntington Mark, LLC. Independently Owned and Operated. 
SAT and Advanced Placement (AP) are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark 
of the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc. None of 
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����	�����Evaluation, new students 
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Personalized Attention. Proven Results. 

���������	
������
  Free consultation

  Personalized tutoring

  �������	
������������

  Comprehensive academic 
evaluation

  Flexible payment options  
for all budgets

Tutoring
Reading and Phonics - Writing - Math  

Study Skills - Algebra - Geometry  

Trigonometry - Calculus - Biology  

Chemistry - ADHD support - More

��������
ACT - SAT - PSAT/NMSQT - AP - GED  

ASVAB - High School Entrance Exams

1.800.CAN.LEARN
www.HuntingtonHelps.com

BRONX
718-597-1500
BAY RIDGE
718-491-0900 

EASTCHESTER
914-722-6100
FLUSHING
718-358-7900

MANHATTAN
212-362-0100

PARK SLOPE
718-230-4600

SCARSDALE
914-946-7800

STATEN ISLAND
718-697-0500

While supplies last.Member FDIC

SPIN THE PRIZEWHEEL

AND RECEIVE A FREE GIFT JUST FOR STOPPING BY!

ENJOY FREE POPCORN

Saturday • JANUARY 21st • 11am - 1pm 

serving the Morris Park Community

Celebrating years10

1134 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 822-1190
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
This summer, a landmark Mott Ha-

ven townhouse will become an elegant 
exhibition preserving the neighbor-
hood’s history.

Mott Haven Decorator Show House launched

Samuel Brooks, MHHDA president, plans to 
convert his 127-year-old neo-Grec town-
house into a ‘decorator’s show house’ for 
residents and tourists to experience Mott 
Haven’s rich history. 
 Photo courtesy of Samuel Brooks

Samuel Brook’s 442 E. 140th Street historic townhouse will be transformed into the fi rst-
ever ‘Mott Haven Decorator Show House’. Photo courtesy of Samuel Brooks

The Mott Haven Historic Districts 
Association will launch its inaugural 
‘Mott Haven Decorator Show House’ to 
raise funds supporting projects within 
the area’s historic districts.

Interior designers will collaborate 
with local young up-and-coming de-
signers to transform a landmark town-
house into an elegant exhibition of fi ne 
furnishings, art and technology.

Working with fi scal sponsor South 
Bronx Overall Economic Development 
Corporation, Samuel Brooks, MHHDA 
president, plans to convert his three-
story 442 E. 140th Street home in the 
Mott Haven East Historic District into 
a show house.

Brooks will open his home to the 
public for a $20 admission with a 25% 
discount for 10454 residents.

All proceeds raised will improve the 
three historic districts’ streetscapes, 
historical lampposts, tree guards and 
historical signage.

These historic districts include the 
Mott Haven Historic District at East 
138th and 141st streets on Alexander 
Avenue, the Mott Haven East Historic 
District spanning Brook and Willis av-
enues on East 139th and 140th streets 
and the Bertine Block Historic District 
between Brown Place and Willis Ave-
nue on East 136th Street.

The Mott Haven Historic District 
was landmarked in 1969 while the 

Mott Haven East Historic District and 
the Bertine Block Historic District 
were landmarked in 1994.

The Mott Haven Historic District 
was the fi rst historic district to be des-
ignated in the Bronx.

The borough is home to 12 historic 
districts, eight interior landmarks and 
93 individual landmarks.

Brooks’ home was constructed 
in 1889 by local developers William 
O’Gorman and Hermann Stursberg.

O’Gorman served as architect de-
signing the south side townhouses 
in a neo-Grec style characterized by 
uniform Philadelphia brick façades 
adorned with incised geometric stone 
ornaments and topped by bracketed 
metal cornices.

Brooks, a 43-year resident, was in-
spired by the Kips Bay Decorator Show 
House and Pasadena Showcase House 
of Design to create MHDSH.

“There are no specifi c guidelines, 
we want the designers to come in here 
with an open mind,” he explained.

Participating designers include 
Jason Tackmann, Sobro Studios Sur-
face president; Pedro Castillo, PC Inte-
rior Renovation president and Stacey 
Dipersia, a TriBeCa-based interior de-

signer.
Once completed, seven New York 

School of Interior Design graduate stu-
dents will create an Airbnb hospitality 
suite for tourists in the townhouse’s 
lower level.

Brooks said MHHDA has con-
tacted the school and is awaiting its 
response.

The house will attract tourists to 
the historic districts while educating 
them on the districts’ architectural 
and historical contributions to the 
borough.

In addition, MHHDA and Bronx 
Museum of the Arts will have 50 art-
ists visit Mott Haven to paint whatever 
the neighborhood inspires them to cre-
ate on a 12-foot by 12-foot canvases. 

The artwork will be displayed in-
side the show house where visitors can 
bid on their favorite pieces. 

All proceeds raised will go to the 
artists.

Show house volunteers must sub-
mit their applications no later than 
April.

If interested, visit the ‘Contact Us’ 
section at www.mhhda.org to send an 
email with the subject heading ‘Show 
House Committee 2017’.

A sneak peek inside the Mott Haven Decorator Show House in all of its neo-Grec glory. 
 Photo courtesy of Samuel Brooks
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Legendary's Dining Room NOW OPEN
$5 Bar Sandwiches all Day    $7 Lunch Specials Everyday

Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Pints & Bottles 
Domestics $3  Imports $4

Well Drinks $4 

Apple, Dirty & Expresso Martinis $5

Legendary Bar and Grill    
3513 East Tremont Ave, Bronx, NY 10465

 718-822-0100
 Open Hours: 11:30 - 4:00am

Sunday Football
Beef Nachos $5 

Cheese Burger & Fries 
FREE HOT DOGS 

Monday 

50¢ Jumbo Wings All Day
 

12am - 2am FREE Buffet
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
One of the reasons that I 

love writing about food is that 
it is one of the rare things in 
life that can be shared with 
friends and family across polit-
ical spectrums.  While culture 
and religion most certainly af-
fect what is on the plate and is 
diffi cult to ignore, politics is 
very easy to leave off the plate.

That’s not to say that food 
isn’t affected by politics.  For 
example, right now our presi-
dent elect and his transition 
team are working on select-
ing cabinet position nominees.  
At the time of this writing, 
the Secretary of Agriculture 
is a position that has yet to be 
fi lled.  Farmers and ranchers 
in rural America are not the 
only ones with a lot riding on 
this decision, and their support 
of Trump during his campaign 
makes them especially con-
cerned about this choice.

Farm income has been go-
ing down, despite a recent 
boom due to the promotion of 
ethanol.  Costs for seeds and 
fertilizer continue to rise as 
prices are stagnating.  Small 
farmers are trying to compete 
with agrobusiness empires like 
Cargill and ADM and are fi nd-
ing that the costs of maintain-
ing farmland and equipment to 
keep up with government regu-
lations is breaking them.  They 
are hoping that the new admin-
istration will select someone 
that is ‘one of them’.  

Those of us in urban Amer-
ica have a lot riding on this se-
lection too.  The USDA, which 
is under the purview of this 
cabinet member, oversees 
school lunches, food inspection 
and SNAP benefi ts.  Accord-
ing to the CUNY Urban Food 
Policy Institute, in New York 
City alone, 1.7 million people 
receive SNAP, 1.1 million chil-

dren consume 650,000 federally 
subsidized school lunches and 
200,000 breakfasts DAILY.  

Whomever heads this de-
partment must also have a 
keen understanding of how 
allocating more funding to 
school lunch programs, free 
meals at senior centers and al-
lowing more and more farmers 
markets to accept SNAP ben-
efi ts can allow more money to 
be spent on local produce, cre-
ating more income for farmers.  
Funding for these programs 
are lifelines for many Ameri-
cans, both urban and rural.

When it comes to food in-

spection, agribusiness and 
their use of Concentrated Ani-
mal Feeding Operations are 
the biggest offenders to our 
food safety.  A cabinet mem-
ber that is not in the pocket of 
these large producers, such as 
Smithfi eld and Tyson, would 
probably be desirable.   

Farmers need to be able to 
hire workers for good wages 
that work in safe environ-
ments producing food that is 
nutritious and delicious.  Farm 
workers are typically immi-
grant labor and we need to de-
velop policies that allow for 
these migrant workers to safely 
work in the US, pay taxes and 
return home. 

We need to make sure that 
everyone in America can eat a 
diet fi lled with nutritious and 
delicious food that is produced 
locally without chemicals,.  

We need to create markets 
for our farmers and ranchers 

so that the good, healthy food 
that they raise with environ-
mentally sustainable practices 
can be sold at a good profi t.

The potential for agricul-
tural exports is one that a Sec-
retary of Agriculture can use 
as a way to buoy the rural econ-
omy.  Hopefully, a renegotiation 
of trade deals such as NAFTA 
will result in American farm-
ers receiving better prices for 
their crops.  

We can make a difference in 
the life of the American farmer 
by simply working on chang-
ing our purchasing habits 
when it comes to food by avoid-
ing highly processed foods and 
making every attempt to pur-
chase whole foods that are do-
mestically produced.  I always 
say that the power of the purse 
will prevail.  

Bbe the change you want to 
see in the world.  And remain 
diligent.  

Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto will be sponsor-
ing an AARP Driver Safety 
course on Saturday, February 
18, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  This 
course is a closed class with 

Benedetto sponsors AARP Driver Safety Program
AARP. 

Space is limited.  Regis-
tration for this class begins 
on Tuesday, January 17, at  
9:30 a.m.  No reservations 
will be taken prior to that 

time.
To reserve a seat, call As-

semblyman Benedetto’s offi ce 
at (718) 892-2235. 

This 6-hour course will re-
fresh your driving knowledge 

with a review of time-tested 
safe driving tips.  Those who 
complete the course will re-
ceive a reduction of approxi-
mately 10 percent from the 
base rate of automobile and 

motorcycle liability pre-
miums each year for three 
years.

The course will be held at 
the Fort Schuyler House, 3077 
Cross Bronx Expressway.  

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
M&T Bank has clearly 

saved the best borough for 
last, as it has announced its 
fi rst Bronx branch will open 
later this year.

The 1,500-square-foot 
branch at 2460 Grand Con-
course is slated to open this 
spring. 

Work has already started at 
the location, which is adjacent 
to an entrance to the MTA sub-
way line.  

Once completed, the Buf-
falo, NY-based bank will have 
branch coverage in all fi ve 
boroughs. 

“We’re thrilled to add a 
new development to the ongo-
ing Bronx renaissance,” said 
New York City Community 
Reinvestment Administrative 
vice president Steven Flax.

Flax said conversations 
with borough residents led to 
bank offi cials to determine 
Grand Concourse was great 
place for its fi rst borough 
branch. 

“We look forward to the op-
portunity to serve even more 
Bronx residents and small 
businesses,” he added.

First Bronx M&T Bank branch slated to open

Construction work has 
already begun to convert a 
long-vacant storefront at this 
Grand Concourse location, be-
tween East 188th Street and 
East Fordham Road. 

The bank will also be lo-

cated just several blocks west 
of Fordham University’s main 
campus.

M&T Bank currently oper-
ates 17 branches in New York 
City’s boroughs, and ranks as 
the third-largest U.S. Small 

Business Administration 
lender out of the SBA’s New 
York City District, based on to-
tal number of SBA loans made 
last year. 

Administrative vice pres-
ident for Retail Banking in 
New York City and Long Is-
land Rick Reustle said M&T 
was  acommunity-focused 
bank that prided itself on 
building a relationship with 
customers and helping small 
businesses.

“As far as small business 
outreach, we’re one of the best 
banks you can deal with. Our 
branch managers are fully-
equipped for business devel-
opment and business network-
ing outreach, so we have a lot 
of commercial business oppor-
tunities that we are really ex-
cited about,” Reustle said.

Catering to small busi-
nesses and helping them grow 
also helps the bank grow once 
those businesses prosper and 
expand, he explained. 

“It seems like many of the 
biggest banks are not very 
small business-focused, and 
we think it is competitive edge 
and advantage for us,” he said.

The bank also offers com-
petitive home equity and 
mortgage loan lending oppor-
tunities.

“We’re one of the last banks 
to offer home equity loans at 
no closing cost, which is ex-
cellent, because a lot of banks 
have now started to charge 
closing costs,” he said.   

The bank is also one of the 
few to offer unsecured per-
sonal loans for up to 60 months 
for those who don’t own a 
home, and just launched an 
identity theft protection pro-
gram for its customers. 

While based upstate, M&T 
Bank is no stranger to the 
city: it has operated branches 
in parts of NYC  for the past 
25 years, originally through 
the acquisition of other banks 
chains. 

There are six branches in 
Manhattan and fi ve in Brook-
lyn and Queens and another 
in Staten Island.

The bank also operates in 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, New York, Mary-
land, Connecticut, Virginia, 
West Virginia, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

A vacant storfront at 188th Street and Grand Concourse will soon be the 
location of the fi rst M&T Bank branch in the Bronx. Community NewsGroup/
Arthur Cusano
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TOO TIRED TO COOK?
YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For 

Large Dinner Parties 
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

MON – WED
Sunday & Thursday 

At The Bar - 

Starting At 6pm

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS

20¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS RIB EYE STEAK!

MUSEELS!
STEAKS! 
CHOPS! 
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

CORONA
BEER 

BUCKETS

FRESH 

CLAMS! 
MUSSELS!

BUY 2 LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF 

WINGS FREE
EAT-IN OR TO GO

PIZZA
SPECIAL

We Deliver to The 
Beach Clubs!

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

HAVING A NFL PLAYOFF PARTY?
YOUR HOUSE OR OURS, TAKING ALL NFL PLAYOFF ORDERS NOW!

COME WATCH ALL OF THE NFL GAMES WITH OUR DIRECT TV NFL PACKAGE 

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK
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The New York Botanical Garden, 
Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) at Ford-
ham Road is offering the following pro-
grams and events: 

In the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory: 
Wild Medicine in the Tropics: through 
February 12: Explore the Enid A. Haupt 
Conservatory’s A World of Plants to dis-
cover plants used for health and well-
ness. The award-winning companion 
app, Wild Medicine, offers an in-depth 
look at the medicinal qualities of these 
plants.

 In the Everett Children’s Adventure 
Garden: Evergreen Express: Saturday, 
January 21 and Sunday, January 22; 10 
a.m.–4:30 p.m.: Children step into Dis-
covery Center Depot to explore plant 
parts from assorted evergreens, make 
herbarium pressings of a conifer speci-
men, and craft a miniature scented sa-
chet to take home. On weekend, children 
create a train puppet inspired by master 
puppeteer Ralph Lee and join a musical 
marching parade. All can enjoy the won-
ders of winter while exploring the trails 
of the Adventure Garden on a hike in 
search of beautiful evergreen trees and 
shrubs, while younger visitors can play 
on our kid-sized train engine and put on 
a puppet show in the Woodland The-
ater.

 At the Luesther T. Mertz Library Gal-
lery: Redouté to Warhol: Bunny Mel-
lon’s Botanical Art: through February 12: 
This exhibition—presented in partner-
ship with the Oak Spring Garden Foun-
dation— features masterworks from 
the Oak Spring Garden Library collec-
tion belonging to the late Rachel Lam-
bert “Bunny” Mellon. Among the nearly 
80 featured works—many never before 
exhibited publicly—will be rare master-
pieces by renowned botanical artists 
such as Jacques Le Moyne de Morgues 
and Pierre-Joseph Redouté, as well as 
20th-century paintings by Pablo Picasso 
and Andy Warhol.

All Aboard with Thomas & Friends™: 
Saturday, January 21 and Sunday, Janu-
ary 22; 11 a.m., 1:30 and 3:30 p.m.: Chil-
dren join Thomas and Driver Sam on a 
fun-fi lled, sing-along, mini-performance 
adventure in All Aboard with Thomas 
& Friends™. In Thomas’ Budding Ad-
venture, kids will help Thomas discover 
the steps to growing a beautiful garden. 
Make sure to have a professional photo 
taken with the Really Useful Engine to 
capture the special day. Visit nybg.org 
for the full performance schedule.

 ©2017 Gullane (Thomas) Limited
 Bird Walk: Saturday, January 21; 11 

a.m.: Collect data on resident bird popu-
lations and migratory species that help 
to assess the health of bird populations 
and to guide conservation action. Meet 
at the Refl ecting Pool at the Leon Levy 
Visitor Center.

 Conservatory Tour: Saturday, Janu-
ary 21 and Sunday, January 22; 12:30 
and 2:30 p.m.: Explore the Enid A. 
Haupt Conservatory, an acre of plants 
under glass, with one of the Garden’s 
tour guides. Take an ecotour around the 
world through 11 distinct habitats, includ-
ing two types of rain forest, deserts of 
the Americas and of Africa, and aquatic 

and carnivorous plant displays.
 For more information, call (718) 817-

8700 or visit nybg.org.
* * *

Offering older adults experiences as 
learners, performers and audience mem-
bers, the MOVEMENT SPEAKS® dance 
programs focus on inspiring strong and 
creative movement among seniors of all 
ages and abilities. Based on the core 
values of appreciating one’s own body 
and moving with other people, the dance 
programs promote greater mobility, self-
confi dence, physical awareness, social 
interaction, expressiveness and joy in 
movement, and a greater sense of mean-
ing.  The program starts by acknowledg-
ing each individual’s history and takes 
each participant forward from that place, 
all contributing to making elder life fi lled 
with contentment and health.

 DVP promotes access to strong and 
creative movement among people of all 
ages and abilities with a special focus 
on senior citizens.  Led by dance art-
ist Naomi Goldberg Haas with her pro-
fessional company and teaching staff, 
Dances For A Variable Population, the 
multi-week dance program of work-
shops and a culminating presentation 
celebrates wellness, community and the 
joys of dance for seniors and community 
members in Central and West Harlem, 
Upper West Side, Bronx, Queens, West 
Village, and Park Slope.

In the Bronx at Claremont Healthy Vil-
lage Initiative, William Hodson Commu-
nity Center, 1320 Webster Avenue.

Workshops are Fridays from 1 to 2:30 
p.m., January 20, 27. February 3, 10, 17, 
24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7, 14 (no 
class), 21, 28. May 5, 12, 19, 26 and June 
2.

Culmination Presentation is on Fri-
day, June 2, at 2 p.m. at William Hodson 
Community Center.

* * *
Two Lehman professors, Deidre 

O’Boy of the English department and 
biochemist Ed Kennelly, have been in-
cluded on the 2016 Irish Education 100. 
The annual list features leading fi gures 
in education across the United States. 
The Lehman honorees received awards 
on December 7 at the Consulate Gen-
eral of Ireland.

Kennelly, whose research looks at 
the impact of edible and medicinal plants 
on human health, grew up in the United 
States, yet he credits Ireland for the di-
rection of his academic career. 

 O’Boy, executive director of the 
CUNY Institute for Irish American Stud-
ies, also has a deep connection between 
her work and Ireland. Her current schol-
arship research examines the themes of 
migration and space in Contemporary 
Irish Writing.

 Past Lehman professors and ad-
ministrators who have been honored 
include Deirdre Pettipiece, the dean of 
the School of Arts and Humanities and 
Professor Janet Munch, a member of the 
Leonard Lief Library faculty.

 The list, which appeared in a special 
print addition of the Irish Voice Newspa-
per on December 7, is available digitally 
at education100.com.

NYBG program offerings
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

IGRT RADIATION THERAPY
RADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY
IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

2330 Eastchester Road

(718) 732-4000   Fax: (718) 881-0092

www.EastchesterCenter.com
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 STORE HOURS:

present ad at signing. Must take i
$13,674.00; 2016 CR-V LX AWD: $15,366.00; 2017 HR-V LX AWD: $14,313.00. $97.50 doc fee ($75 DMV, $10 Inspection, $12.50 tire). 
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USED CAR SUALL MAKES & MODELS 
AVAILABLE!

Bank 
Fee!

Destination
Fee!

Prep
Fee!

1st 
Payment!

$15,995
Auto, STK# 

HU10557, 12K MI,

$18,477
Auto, STK# 

HU10665, 14K MI

$16,261
Auto, STK#

HU10675, 8K MI,

$24,2
HU

$15,977
Auto, STK#

HU10677V, 24K MI

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

NEW 2017 Honda

CIVIC 2.0 4DR
• Automatic • Rear View Camera 

• Bluetooth • 5-Inch Color 
Screen LCD • Model #FC2F5

NEW 2017 Honda

  ACCORD  4DR
• Automatic • Rear View Camera  

• Bluetooth • Alloys 
• Model # CR2F3HEWPER MONTH / 36  MO†^

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 
$995 . ($995 Down Payment,  $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes &

( ) p( ) p

DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
( y y )( y y )

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception:
$995 . ($995 Down Payment,  $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV 

( ) p( ) p

fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
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ERS ARE IN!

Making Us #1 & WestchesterYEARS
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onda Dealer
olume

ondaOfNewRochelle.com  

EXIT 15 OFF I-9525 EAST MAIN STREET
NEW CAR SHOWROOM

200 MAIN STREET
USED CAR SHOWROOM

888.409.3688 888.409.3687PM

mmediate delivery from in stock units only. No two offers can be combined. No prior deals apply. Residuals: 2017 Civic LX 2.0 4DR: $12,836.00; 2017 Accord LX 4DR: 
e for repairs, maintenance excess wear and tear and excess miles of 10k per year at the rate of .15¢ each additional mile. Offers expire 1/19/17. #BT011317

UPERSTORE OVER 170 CARS IN-STOCK 
READY TO GO!

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

NEW 2016 Honda

CR-V AWD
• Automatic • Rear View Camera  
• Bluetooth • Front Side Airbags 

• Model #RM4H3GEW

NEW 2017 Honda

HR-V  AWD
Automatic • Backup Camera 

• USB Audio Interface • Remote Entry 
• Alloy Wheels • Model # RU6H3PER MONTH / 36  MO†^

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 
$995 . ($995 Down Payment,  $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & 

( ) p( ) p

DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
( y y )( y y )

yy
With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception:E ll t C dit S (720 S ) 36 M th L T t l D t I ti
$995 . ($995 Down Payment,  $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & 

( ) p( ) p

DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
( y y )( y y )

 **Valued at $ 595.00 Consumer 
is responsible to report and pay all 

applicable taxes on included Remote 
Starter. Aftermarket remote starter 
installed after purchase.  No two 

offers can be combined.  Included 
with advertised vehicles only.  Must 

be in-stock vehicle.  Photos used for 
illustrative purposes only.

Included With Purchase or Lease of 
Any Advertised New Vehicle Today!

Remote Starter!**
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The All New 
2017 Honda 

CR-V 
In Stock Now!

Just In Time 
FOR THE NEW YEAR!It’s Here!

w!

FOR THE NEW YEAR!

$15,995
Auto, STK#

HU10542, 74K MI,

$25,772
Manual, STK#

HU10597, 16K MI

$15,572
Auto, STK#

HU10618, 38K MI

$29,453
Auto, STK#

HU10640, 10K MI

299
Auto, STK# 
10668, 13K MI,
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
Findings from a new survey by Indivior were 

announced today and showed that nearly three in 
fi ve (59%) of adults surveyed in Bronx believe that 
addiction to opioids is one of today’s highest social 
priorities, requiring urgent attention. When asked 
to rank opioid addiction against other pressing so-
cial priorities, Bronx residents surveyed found it to 
be a bigger issue than climate change and immigra-
tion.  

Despite nearly universal support (90%) from 
survey participants to fi nd an urgent solution 
to tackle the problem of addiction to opioids, the 
survey fl agged a number of important barriers to 
treatment. They include a lack of awareness of local 
treatment options, stigma and too few local physi-
cians who are qualifi ed to provide treatment from 
their offi ce. The majority of those surveyed (68%) 
feel that there are currently not enough opioid ad-
diction resources available in their community. 

Opioid addiction, whether to prescription pain 
relievers or illegal drugs such as heroin, is a seri-
ous, life-threatening medical condition, that pro-
duces changes in brain chemistry and function. ,  It 
can affect anyone, irrespective of age, gender, race 
and socioeconomic status  and impacts many in 
the Bronx community at a personal level. Approxi-
mately one third of those surveyed (30%) say they 
or someone close to them have misused, abused or 
been addicted to prescription opioids. On a national 
level, more than 2.4m Americans were found to suf-
fer from substance use disorders which included 
abuse or addiction to prescription opioids (1.9M) 
and heroin (586,000) in 2014.  Tragically, overdoses 
involving opioids killed more than 28,000 Ameri-
cans in the same year.  The Bronx survey showed 
that out of those who took part, 17% residents have 
had personal experience of opioid overdose (them-
selves or someone close to them) and 12% knew 
someone close to them who died because of pre-
scription or illegal opiate abuse.

Local problem, local treatment
Nationally, only 3% of eligible physicians are 

currently qualifi ed to treat opioid addiction in 
an offi ce based setting with certain medications. 
Buprenorphine Medication Assisted Treatment 
(BMAT) is a treatment aimed at reducing opioid 
use and the risk of overdose and involves the use 
of the medication buprenorphine in combination 
with counselling and behavioural therapies.  A ma-
jority of those surveyed in Bronx feel that having 
more local certifi ed physicians who are qualifi ed to 
treat opioid addiction within their offi ce would re-
duce the number of opiate overdoses in the commu-
nity and make their communities safer. 

They also show a higher level of trust in lo-
cal doctors for information on opioid addiction 
when compared to other local, state or national re-
sources.

Under the provisions of the Drug Addiction 
Treatment Act of 2000 (DATA 2000), physicians who 
have completed appropriate training or meet other 
qualifi cations are able to obtain a federal waiver 
to provide Medication Assisted Treatment in an 
offi ce-based setting. However, in the Bronx sur-
vey, over half (53%) of local residents were aware 
that opioid addiction can be treated in a local physi-
cian’s offi ce. Not surprisingly, despite 97% of Bronx 
residents saying they would be likely to suggest 
that someone they know suffering from opioid ad-
diction seeks treatment, only one-third say they are 
very confi dent that they know where to send some-
one for treatment. 

For more information, please visit http://turnto-
help.com/starting-treatment/. 

Opioid addiction 
needs urgent action
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2017

JANUARY 22, 2017

Meet the directors and representatives 
of some of the best day camps 

and sleep away camps 
all under one roof. 

ONE FAMILY 
ATTENDING THAT DAY

WILL WIN 
A FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

TO THE MAMARONECK BEACH 
& YACHT CLUB WORTH 

OVER $8,000! 

Children are welcome to attend.

Mamaroneck Beach & Yacht Club
555 S. Barry Ave., Mamaroneck

From 1 to 4 p.m.

To register, visit 
WestchesterFamily.com/CampFair

YOU’RE INVITED

WESTCHESTER FAMILY

Westchester Camp Ed from Cliff
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
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GET A JUMP START IN 2017 WITH OUR
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

BY SUNIL S. JHANGIANI, MD
DIRECTOR, 

DOCTORS FOR A HEALTHIER BRONX
Your health matters...
Regular exercise is a critical part of 

staying healthy. People who are mod-
erately active live longer and feel bet-
ter. Exercise can help you maintain a 
healthy weight, delay or prevent diabe-
tes, heart problems and certain types of 
cancer.

 Most adults need at least 30 minutes 
of moderate physical activity at least 
fi ve days per week. Examples include 
walking briskly, mowing the lawn, 
dancing, swimming for recreation or bi-
cycling. Stretching and weight training 
can strengthen your body and improve 
your fi tness level.

 The key is to fi nd the right exercise 
for you. If you enjoy it you are more 
likely to stay motivated. But start slowly 
and always get permission from your 
doctor if you have an underlying disor-
der or are recovering from surgery.

There are 1440 minutes in an entire 
day…just carve out 30 mins of it for phys-
ical activity and you will see a world of 
difference in your health! Try it today 
and make 2017 your special year!! 

 Our Recommendations:
• Start your day with these three 

healthy words; “A Good Breakfast”. 
Breakfast fi lls your “empty tank” to get 
you going after a long night without food. 
And it can help you do better in school. 
Whether it’s cold cereal with fruit and 
low-fat milk, or whole-wheat toast with 
fruit jelly, yogurt with fruit, or a whole 
wheat toast with an egg-white.

• Snacks are a great way to refuel. 
Choose snacks from different food 
groups - a glass of low-fat milk and a few 
graham crackers, an apple or low-fat yo-
gurt and raisins, or some dry cereal.

• Balance your food choices. You 

don’t have to give up favorite foods like 
pizzas, French Fries and ice cream to eat 
healthy. You just have to be smart about 
how often and how much of them you 
eat. A homemade pizza with fresh toma-
toes and vegetables and low fat cheese is 
great, baked fries, or ice cream in mod-
eration can also be a reasonable option. 
Your body needs nutrients like protein, 
carbohydrates, fat and many different 
vitamins and minerals such as vita-
mins C and A, iron and calcium from a 
variety of foods. Balancing food choices 
so you get the right proportions as indi-
cated in MyPlate.com Food Guide and 
checking out the Nutrition Labels on 
food items you buy will help you get all 
the nutrition your body needs.

* Eat more whole grains, fruits and 
vegetables. These foods give you carbo-
hydrates for energy, plus vitamins, min-
erals and fi ber for a well-functioning 
body. Try breads such as whole-wheat, 
and fruits such as apple with the skin, 
strawberries, blueberries and melons. 
When enjoying vegetables go for freshly 
washed salads or add on a sandwich.

• Move it! It’s easy to plan physi-
cal activities into your daily routine, 
at work and at home – just keep active. 
Walk, bike or jog to meet friends. Take 
a 10 minute activity break every hour 
while you read in the evenings, or do 
homework. Avoid watching TV or play-
ing video games for extended periods. 
Climb stairs at work instead of taking 
an elevator. All you need are 30 minutes 
every day, perhaps even broken up into 
three 10-minute sessions.

These good health tips are simple 
not just in language but simple to fol-
low. Work them into your daily sched-
ule and reap the benefi ts of maintain-
ing a healthy weight, having more 
energy and a healthier body in 2017 and 
beyond.

Doctors for a 
Healthier Bronx 

recommendations

Bronx Residents participating in a community walkathon on Pelham Parkway organized by 
Doctors for a Healthier Bronx.
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(l-r) Jacqueline Estrada, Blink Fitness area manager; Ecilia Acosta, Blink manager;  Angela 
Collard, Part of the Solution development associate and Councilman Andy King displayed 
the 50 one-year memberships donated by POTS. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Councilman King (front, c), Blink executives and staff, Blink members and community lead-
ers prepared to cut the ribbon. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Blink Fitness, a premium-quality, value-based fi tness club, celebrated the grand opening of its 51st club at 3580 White Plains Road on Wednesday, January 4. Attendees had the opportu-
nity to receive Blink Fitness branded gear while one lucky winner received a one-year membership to the new Gun Hill gym.

BLINK FITNESS GRAND OPENING HELD ON WHITE PLAINS ROAD

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz’s annual holiday food drive was a tremendous success this year thanks in part to local schools, community groups and businesses that contributed 
hundreds of pounds of food to families in need. Collaborating with the Kingsbridge Heights Community Center and St. Frances of Rome Church in Wakefi eld, Dinowitz’s offi ce was able to 
distribute food to families throughout the Bronx for Thanksgiving, Chanukah and Christmas. Local schools including P.S. 7, P.S. 81, P.S. 24 and Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy, collected 
cans, boxes and jars of food from their student body. Residents of 25 and 55 Knolls Crescent, Le Chic Hair Salon, Goodman Management, Kelly’s Bar and Restaurant and Ben’s Market 
donated food and turkeys. BJ’s Whole Sale Club donated 62 cases of green beans and corn totaling over 750 cans of food.

ASSEMBLYMAN JEFFREY DINOWITZ THANKS COMMUNITY FOR DONATIONS

Assemblyman Dinowitz (back, c), P.S. 7 principal Frank Patterson (back, r) and students with 
the food they donated for the holiday food drive. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz’s Offi ce

Councilman Andrew Cohen (back, c), Dinowitz (back, 2nd from r) and P.S. 24 faculty and 
students helped spread holiday cheer to those in need. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz’s Offi ce

Artwork by Bronx children Timisha Laurent and Tyrone Brown 
were featured in the Police Athletic League’s 2017 calendar 
which showcases work created by children from PAL centers 
across the fi ve boroughs. The two young artists participated in 
PAL’s P.S. 47 Center at 1794 E. 172nd Street where they learned 
about indigenous people of the world’s history and cultures. 
Laurent’s Inuit illustration is featured for the month of Janu-
ary while Brown’s Mayan artwork appears for the month of 
June.
Tyrone Brown’s illustration of the Mayan civilization is proudly 
displayed inside PAL’s 2017 calendar. 
 Photo courtesy of Andrea and Associates

BRONX ART FEATURED
IN PAL CALENDAR
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, as he promised 
two months ago, is launch-
ing an effort to ensure that 
Barnes & Noble returns to 
the Bronx and, in particular, 
to Bay Plaza Mall. 

“When Barnes & Noble 
made its decision to leave the 
Bronx, I vowed that we would 
hold them to their commit-
ment to return within 24 to 
36 months,” stated Assembly-
man Benedetto. “We are go-

ing to pursue a coordinated, 
borough-wide letter writing 
campaign to remind Barnes 
& Noble about its promise to 
return to the Bronx.”

The campaign, which will 
be organized by Assembly-
man Benedetto’s Co-op City 
office by his legislative aide 
Leon Tulton, will elicit the 
support of all his Assembly 
colleagues to send Barnes & 
Noble the message. 

The campaign will enlist 

Benedetto begins drive to bring back Barnes & Noble
community organizations, 
schools, tenant associations 
and any other interested 
parties from around the 
Bronx to send letters to the 
bookseller’s main office. The 
letters will detail the impor-
tance that Barnes & Noble 
means to the Bronx and its 
residents and reinforce the 
company’s promise to re-
turn.

Under Benedetto’s plan, 
each month a different sec-

tion of the Bronx, by As-
sembly district, will be des-
ignated to submit letters 
beginning in February with 
the assemblyman’s’ own dis-
trict (Co-op City, Throggs 
Neck, Pelham Bay, City Is-
land). The next month will be 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj’s 
district (Morris Park, Pel-
ham Parkway and Norwood) 
and each month thereafter 
another district will pick up 
the mantle and do its part. 

“This way, the entire 
Bronx will present a united 
effort,” he concluded, add-
ing, “Every month letters 
will be finding their way to 
Barnes & Noble’s main of-
fice and, hopefully, this col-
laboration will result in a 
new Barnes & Noble for the 
Bronx.”

Volunteers who wish to 
join this effort should call 
Leon Tulton at (718) 320-
2220.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
There should be little surprise at 

the Obama Administration’s refusal 
to back Israel at the United Nations re-
cently.  Indeed, it is indisputable that 
the Obama White House has been re-
markably consistent in its foreign pol-
icy. From his initial days in offi ce, the 
President has made it clear to U.S. al-
lies that they could not count on him to 
honor existing relationships. The list is 
extensive:

As WIKILEAKS reported, the 
Obama Administrations agreed to sur-
render British nuclear secrets (without 
London’s permission) to Moscow as part 
of the New START treaty.  Indeed, many 
in the U.S. saw that treaty as a betrayal 
of the new President’s own country.  
Former U.N. Ambassador John Bolton 

wrote: “The centerpiece 
of ‘New Start,’ the arms-
control treaty that Pres-
ident Barack Obama 
signed with Russian 
President Dmitry Med-
vedev…will require the 
United States, but not 
Russia, to dismantle existing delivery 
systems. This could cripple America’s 
long-range conventional warhead de-
livery capabilities, while also severely 
constraining our nuclear fl exibility. We 
will pay for this mistake in future con-
fl icts entirely unrelated to Russia.”

Obama backed away from agree-
ments with Poland to base defensive mis-
siles within its borders.  James Joyner, 
writing for the Atlantic Council,  noted 
that the action  was “seen as a poke in the 

eye to our Eastern Eu-
ropean allies, who were 
informed of this deci-
sion only hours before 
the public announce-
ment. Many politicians 
in the missile shield’s 
putative host countries 

– Poland and the Czech Republic – will 
undoubtedly feel jilted and let down by 
Washington. Former Soviet bloc coun-
tries had already begun to voice con-
cerns that Washington’s vaunted reset 
of relations with Moscow would come 
at their expense. For many, this move 
[was] seen as a disappointing confi rma-
tion of that.”

The President prematurely with-
drew American forces from Iraq, which 
created the vacuum that gave rise to 
ISIS. Those that had remained or had 
become associated with Washington 
were placed in severe jeopardy as a re-
sult.

Obama failed to lodge even a diplo-
matic protest when China stole offshore 
territory from the Philippines.  The 
after-affects are still being felt, as rela-
tions between Washington and Manila 
continue to be strained, and China be-
lieves that it can continue its aggres-
sion.

The President utterly abandoned 
pro-western regimes in the Islamic 
world. Indeed, Obama even assisted 
in the elimination of the pro-western 
government of Egypt’s Hosni Muba-
rak and the anti-al-Qaeda regime 
of Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi . It is 
worth noting that the Obama Admin-
istration supported the so-called ‘Arab 
Spring’ movements, which served the 
interests of anti-western elements, ex-
cept for one: Iran’s Green Revolution, 
which would have assisted moderate 
elements (and therefore more pro-west-
ern) gain infl uence.  Eli Lake, writing 
for Bloomberg News, describes the 
matter: “In his new book, ‘The Iran 
Wars,’ Wall Street Journal reporter 
Jay Solomon uncovers new details on 
how far Obama went to avoid helping 
Iran’s green movement.  

Behind the scenes, Obama over-
ruled advisers who wanted to do what 
America had done at similar transi-
tions from dictatorship to democracy, 
and signal America’s support. Solomon 
reports that Obama ordered the CIA 
to sever contacts it had with the green 
movement’s supporters. ‘The Agency 

has contingency plans for supporting 
democratic uprisings anywhere in the 
world. This includes providing dissi-
dents with communications, money, 
and in extreme cases even arms,’ Solo-
mon writes. ‘But in this case the White 
House ordered it to stand down.’”

Obama engaged in a unilateral with-
drawal of American tanks and anti-
tank aircraft from Europe in early 
2014, a clear and open slap at America’s 
NATO allies. There is a fascinating side-
bar to this item.  When candidate Don-
ald Trump suggested that NATO mem-
bers be pressured into paying their fair 
percentage of defense spending, the U.S. 
media accused him of potentially aban-
doning Europe.  When President Obama 
withdrew the backbone of U.S. forces, 
those same media sources were utterly 
silent.  Indeed, except for the military 
newspaper Stars and Stripes, the New 
York Analysis of Policy and Govern-
ment, and a few specialty publications, 
the move was barely reported at all.

In complete violation of U.S. treaty 
obligations to the Ukraine, the White 
House failed to take any serious steps, 
other than minor sanctions, against the 
Kremlin in response to its Ukrainian 
invasion. The President could have eas-
ily imposed a massive cost on Russia by 
opening up U.S. federal lands to energy 
exploitation, which would have hit both 
the Russian infl uence on Europe and its 
ability to fund its misadventures.

It wasn’t just nation-states that were 
abandoned. He failed to take into con-
sideration the plight of Cuban dissi-
dents when he opened relations with 
Cuba (a month after Havana agreed to 
let the Russian navy back in!)  

He failed to dwell on the oppression 
of dissidents in Iran and China in his 
discussions with the governments of 
those nations.

Despite the continuous and blatant 
violations of trust and treaties with 
American allies, the Obama Adminis-
tration never paid a domestic political 
price for its betrayals thanks to a fawn-
ing media that did its best to ignore the 
perfi dious actions.  What is even more 
worrisome is the manner in which Mr. 
Obama unilaterally turned U.S. foreign 
policy upside down without the consent 
of Congress.

Contact COMACTA at nycommu-
nityaction@gmail.com; tune into our 
radio broadcasts at amfm247.com, and 
visit our website at comactainc.com.

Action

Association
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(front kneeling, l-r) Wilson Perez; Alan Perez; (back, l-r) Engjell Gjuraj; Aleksander Nilaj, Al-
banian American Open Hand Association president; Daniel Nilaj; Lourdes Torres; Annabella 
Nilaj; Paulin Preldakaj; Mike Nilaj and Miriam Quinones, event orgainizer. Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) Cameron Williams, Millie and Albert Stone kept with tradition by transforming their 
home into a whimsical winter wonderland. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

During this Season of Giving, the Albanian American Open Hand Association, Miriam Quin 
Photography and Nicodemus Social Club Filippo hosted a coat drive on Sunday, January 8 
at 708 Lydig Avenue.

ALBANIAN AMERICAN OPEN HAND
 ASSOCIATION HOSTS WINTER COAT DRIVE

Embodying the holiday spirit, Throggs Neck residents Millie and Albert Stone decorated 
their 462 Swinton Avenue home with a festive outdoor display of Christmas lights. Accord-
ing to Albert, the extensive decorating process began at the end of October. 

SWINTON AVENUE WINTER WONDERLAND

NYC Parks Forestry Unit Arthur Hinds (l) 
Walter Okrutniak and Arthur Hinds helped 
Bronxites recycle their Christmas trees for 
a worthy cause. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

NYC Parks, Department of Sanitation and 
GreeNYC hosted the 21st annual MulchFest 
on Saturday, January 7 for thousands of 
New Yorkers to recycle their Christmas trees 
across the fi ve boroughs. Bronxites dropped 
off their trees at Metropolitan Oval to be 
recycled into woodchips which will nourish 
tree beds and gardens throughout the city.

NYC PARKS HOSTS
 ANNUAL MULCHFEST

Hundreds of boys and girls from the fi ve boroughs celebrated the holi-
day season in festive style at the PAL Harlem Center. 
 Photo courtesy of Andrea and Associates

The Police Athletic League hosted hundreds of boys and girls from all 
fi ve boroughs at a festive holiday party at the PAL Harlem Center on 
Saturday, December 10. PAL children took to the stage to share holi-
day cheer and enjoyed special performances by Rosie’s Theater Kids. 
Special guests included North Pole natives Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus, 
Congressman Charles Rangel, former mayor David Dinkins, Clifford the 
Dog, PAL chairman Robert Morgenthau, PAL vice chairman John Osborn, 
PAL executive director Frederick Watts, Rosei’s Theater Kids artistic and 
executive director Lori Klinger and holiday party co-chairs John and 
Margo Catsimatidis.

PAL HOSTS ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
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The Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce and Kredit Koncepts in-
vite you to attend “Why Excel-
lent Credit is Important to a 
Business Owner,” a free busi-
ness workshop on Tuesday, 
January 17, from 5 to 7 p.m., at 
the Hutch Metro Conference 
Center, 1200 Waters Place,.

Meet Kredit Koncept’s pres-
ident Quincy Luzunaris and 
vice president Jeff Broome 
who will share some tech-
niques and strategies to help 
you build excellent credit in 
2017. Then stick around for af-
ter-the-workshop networking. 

Bring business cards. Shake 
hands. Share ideas. Meet your 
business peers. Walk away 
with potential new business 
and new business associates. 

Kredit Koncepts has pro-
vided credit profi le enhance-
ment services for the last nine 
years. Leveraging the power 
of the internet, they have 
launched an exciting new 
model that allows clients to uti-
lize their proprietary software 
and technology to improve 
and repair credit on their 
own. Since their inception in 
2009, they have achieved and 

maintained an A+ rating with 
the Better Business Bureau 
and have established a track 
record of unique services with 
great customer satisfaction.

They offer great service at 
an affordable price, quality 
service, a six-month fi nancial 
literacy curriculum, and they 
have a unique relationship 
with Equifax and technology 
integration that allows them 
to provide a market advantage 
and a huge value to their cus-
tomers. They have secured al-
liances with car dealerships, 
real estate fi rms, tax agencies, 

churches, and institutions 
of higher learning all for the 
purpose of increasing the fi -
nancial health and borrowing 
capacity of their clients. 

Having great credit is more 
than just a score or a number, 
it’s what that score can provide 
that’s important to Kredit Kon-
cepts. They feel that the best 
part of their business is the 
thousands of lives they have 
been able to change and the mil-
lions more they will impact.

Luzunaris has pioneered 
the fi rst credit consultation in 
the northeast. He has served 

on many panels and hosted 
numerous seminars on the im-
portance of credit and its im-
pact on today’s society.

Broome spearheads a new 
division of the company that 
provides credit enhancement 
services to returning citizens, 
veterans and disabled individ-
uals. Jeff also heads the com-
pany’s Business-to-Business 
Division that interfaces with 
car dealerships, tax profes-
sionals and real estate.

For further information or 
to RSVP call (718) 828-3900 or 
phil@bronxchamber.org.

Chamber presents free business workshop

East Bronx History Forum events and highlights

Postcard, 1907 Morris Park Race Track Club House.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
I want to take a moment to wish my 

great grandson, Isaiah, a happy 10th 
birthday. He turned 120 months this 
past Monday. While I’m here, I wish 
his mom, Loren, my pal, a very happy 
birthday. She turned 386 months on 
Tuesday, the 10th.

Post 620 welcomes a new member. 
Joseph, J. Ferrante, an Army vet who 
served in Viet Nam. Welcome Joe.

We have raffl es here at the post from 
the Co-op City Post. They are funding 
a Memorial Day Parade at Co-op City. 
Drawing will be on May 28. All prizes 
are cash prizes.

Charles E. Schmidt, the legion na-
tional commander will be visiting us 
in April from April 5 to 7. A testimo-
nial cinner will be held in his honor on 
Friday, April 7 at 7 p.m. Cocktails from 
7 to 8 p.m. Dinner and dancing, 8 to 
midnight. Tickets are $65 per person.

Happenings: County Executive 
Meeting at the Hawkins Post on 

Wednesday, January 18, at 7:30 p.m. 
January 20 to 22 is the Mid Winter 
Conference being held at the Desmond 
Hotel in Albany. County meeting at the 
Sam Young Post on February 1, at 7:30 
p,m.

From February 26  to March 1 is 
the National Legislative Conference in 
Washington, D.C. More in subsequent 
columns, I don’t want to overload your 
brains.

Lot of repairs going on at the post. 
Painting, roofi ng and general de-clut-
tering etc.

John, Mary Dennehey’s main 
squeeze, will be handling the bar on 
Friday evenings. I’m back behind the 
stick on Friday’s from noon to 6 p.m.  
John’s on next. Come on in and see us 
both.

Trivia Time

Ellis Island opened on January 1, 
1892 and yes, I do know who the fi rst 
person through was. She was Annie 
Moore from Ireland.

On the same date in 1934, La Guar-

dia became Mayor of NYC.
And Fidel Castro came to power on 

the same date in 1959.

BY THOMAS X. CASEY
The Huntington Free Li-

brary and Reading Room an-
nounces the East Bronx His-
tory Forum will hold its fi rst 
meeting of 2017 on Wednesday, 
January 18 at 7:30 p.m. The 
East Bronx History Forum 
meets to discuss Bronx his-
tory and held its fi rst meeting 
June 2005.

It is very interesting how 
one event many years ago 
has impacted and affected di-
rectly another community on 
the other side of the Bronx 
River.  This is the case with 
the Morris Park community.  
The great fi re in New York 
City of 1835, led to construc-
tion in 1837 of the Croton Aq-
ueduct system and its expan-
sion resulted in the closing of 
the Jerome Park Racetrack.  

The great race started in 1867, 
known as the Belmont Stakes 
would continue at the newly 
built Morris Park Racetrack 
in 1890, until residential ex-
pansion caused the fi nal move 
to Long Island, NY.

The history of the Mor-
ris Park community gets its 
name and start from the race-
track founded by John A. Mor-
ris, but the story continues, 
long after the last horse race 
in 1904.  The East Bronx His-
tory Forum will present two 
of our own, president Rich-
ard Vitacco and vice president 
Tom Vasti with a ‘Tour of Mor-
ris Park’.   

Vitacco and Vasti have not 
only researched the history of 
the Morris Park Racetrack, 
but have lived on the site all 
their lives.  Not to be forgot-

ten, founding East Bronx His-
tory Forum member Nicholas 
Di Brino wrote the book, ‘The 
History of the Morris Park 
Racecourse and the Morris 
Family’ and is at the ready to 
clear up any mysteries. 

Part of the presentation 
tour leads right into the elab-
orate and expensive rooms of 
the racetrack club house and 
into the former Morris Park 
station and waiting room.  
The highly styled rail station 
by renowned architect Cass 
Gilbert, famous for the land-
marked Woolworth building 
has been repurposed with a 
long term lease from the NY, 
NH & Hartford Railroad and 
Tom Vasti has the key.  Many 
of the images in the presen-
tation, will be viewed by the 
public for the fi rst time, so get 

to the Huntington early.
All meetings are free and 

open to the public at The Hun-
tington Free Library and 
Reading Room, located next to 
Apple Bank at 9 Westchester 

Square.  Street parking is free 
after 7 p.m. 

Please view the East Bronx 
History Forum web page at 
BronxNYC.com for details 
and follow us on Facebook.

Russia surrendered to Japan on 
January 2, 1905.

The Yanks bought the Babe on Jan-
uary 3, 1920.

Alaska became the 49th state on 
January 3, 1959. Utah became the 45th 
on January 4,1896.

The Battle of New Orleans took 
place on January 8, 1815.

Keep the troops in your prayers, 
take a vet to lunch and God bless.

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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Eloisa Rivera (front, c) celebrated her remarkable milestone with her family. 
 Photo courtesy of Centers Health Care

Bronx Center resident Eloisa Rivera celebrated her 100th birthday on Saturday, December 24 at 1010 Underhill 
Avenue. Born in Puerto Rico, Rivera settled on the west side of the island in a town called Mayaguez West where 
she married and raised three children, two daughters and a son. The family emigrated to New York in the 1970s 
when her daughter was four-years-old. Although divorced, Rivera loves to dance and enjoyes being with her fam-
ily. She also has twelve grandchildren and twelve great grandchildren.

ELOISA RIVERA CELEBRATES 100TH BIRTHDAY

Twins Angelena and Leonardo Olivera had a blast snow boarding in Bronx Park. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Bronx children and their families enjoyed some wintertime fun following the fi rst snow 
storm of the new year on Saturday, January 7. Once the snow settled, youngsters enjoyed 
snowboarding and sledding at Bronx Park East on Sunday, January 8.

FIRST SNOW STORM OF NEW YEAR
CREATES WINTER WONDERLAND

St. Barnabas High School and Mount St. Michael Academy students 
locked arms as they practiced their Winterfest Variety Show rountines 
over Christmas break. Photo courtesy of St. Barnabas High School

St. Barnabas High School and Mount St. Michael Academy students 
practiced for the upcoming eighth annual Winterfest Variety Show 
set for Friday, January 13 at 6:30 p.m. The event which showcases 
dance, drama, fi lm, music and song will be held inside St. Barnabas 
High School’s auditorium on McLean Avenue near 425 E. 240th Street. 
Admission is $9 and tickets are only available at the door. For more 
information, contact St. Barnabas High School at (718) 325-8800.

WINTERFEST VARIETY SHOW

www.bxtimes.com

The Allerton Avenue Homeowners Association celebrated the season of giving with its an-
nual Santa Toy Giveaway on Saturday, December 17. Jolly old St. Nick paid a surprise visit to 
Allerton and distributed gifts to all of the community’s good boys and girls. 

ALLERTON AVE. HOMEOWNERS HOST SANTA 

Frank DiPalo dressed as Santa Claus to help spread holiday cheer to local children and their 
families. Photo courtesy of Allerton Avenue Homeowners Association
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T
o celebrate the opening 
of the Second Avenue 
Subway, we have com-

missioned the fi rst New York 
Guide to Subway Jargon. 
Here it is — after 98 years in 
the making!

Sick passenger 
(noun): Patently lame excuse 
for lateness. “I meant to call 
you on your birthday, but 
there was a sick passenger 
on the train ahead of us.”

Zizmor (noun): A blemish 
or disfi gurement that causes 
the stomach to lurch. “When I 
fi nally pulled the leech off my 
nose it left an oozing Zizmor.”

Hand shame (verb): To 
accidentally grab the pole 
where someone else is al-
ready grabbing it.

Kinky pinky (verb): To 
deliberately grab the pole 
where someone else is al-
ready grabbing it.

Hangry birds (noun, plu-
ral): Hunger pangs activated 
by the smell of someone 
else’s fried chicken. See 
also: “Colonel Knowledge” 
(knowing that someone on 
the train is carrying KFC, but 
not being visually able to lo-
cate the source).

G r a m p i f i c a t i o n 

(noun): The shock one feels 
upon being offered a seat by 
someone you thought was 
your age. (Fem: Grammafi -
cation)

Doork (noun): Dork who 
blocks the door without re-
alizing it.

Joork (noun): Jerk who 
knows he’s blocking the 
door but keeps standing 
there, watching people ma-
neuver around him.

Bunwich (noun): The very 
tight space between two 
other commuters.

Snudge (noun): A real 
nudge pretending to be in-
advertent.

Train traffi c ahead 
(noun): Colloquial for, “Brace 
yourself for bad news.” E.g., 
“The boss called a special 
meeting for 3 o’clock to-
day. Could be train traffi c 
ahead.”

Nod squad (noun, plu-
ral): Two or more passengers 
napping on the same bench.

Warm shoulder (noun): The 
shoulder a stranger has 
fallen asleep on.

Sniff & run (noun): An ex-
tremely under-populated car 
surrounded by extremely 
overcrowded cars.

Grudge budge (noun): The 
grimace made by a person 
who must move over an inch 
to make room for you.

Grudge buddies (noun, 
plural): The bonding emotion 
felt by former grudge budger 
and grudgee when they 
must make room for some-
one else.

BBB (adj.): Short for 
“Baby Bump Blindness.” 
To not notice an 8-months 
pregnant woman holding 
onto the strap in front of you 

while you sit playing Candy 
Crush.

Blobstacle (noun): Esca-
lator rider who stands on the 
left side, not moving.

ROTFL (noun): Anything 
“Rolling on the Floor Loudly,” 
e.g., an empty Snapple bot-
tle.

Point and shoo (verb): To 
indicate a wet or sticky spot 
on the seat before someone 
sits down.

New natives (noun, plu-
ral): People who got on just 
one stop before you, but act 
as if they own the seat.

L-and-back (noun): A hip-
ster. Literally, someone who 
takes the L back and forth to 
their coding job.

Tooth squad (noun, plu-
ral): Individuals dedicated 
to blacking out the teeth of 
smiling news teams on sub-
way ads.

Bubbleheads (noun, plu-
ral): Individuals who add 
word and thought bubbles 
to posters, usually referenc-
ing the president, police, or 
private parts.

NJ devils (noun, plu-
ral): Young people from New 
Jersey who drink in Green-
wich Village then add devil 

horns to PATH train posters 
before vomiting and heading 
home.

Box shock (adj.): To be 
suddenly awakened by a 
boom box and someone’s 
sneakers near your nose.

Family dollar (verb):To 
give a single dollar to a 
subway performer or per-
formers on behalf of all the 
members of your family.

Post-a-boo (verb): To 
sneak a peek at your neigh-
bor’s Post.

Peek-a-News (verb): To 
sneak a peek at your neigh-
bor’s Daily News.

A.M. mayhem (noun): Be-
ing offered an A.M. New 
York by three or more peo-
ple on your way into the 
train.

Suspicious package 
(noun): Male standing too 
close.

Second Ave (verb): To 
take longer than anyone 
thought possible. “I ordered 
my burger at 4 and they 
Second Avenued it at 11!”

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

Finally! A dictionary of Subway vernacular

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
Happy New Year to all of 

our readers.
If you missed our Decem-

ber 21 meeting, then you 
missed a very good time. 
We had an extremely brief 
agenda, which consisted 
mostly of the presentation 
of donations and awards. 
The vast majority of the eve-
ning was spent in a festive 
holiday environment, filled 
with neighbors sharing good 

food, beverage, cheer, and 
lively conversation. 

We were visited Senator 
Jeff Klein, and even a cou-
ple of political candidates 
for the upcoming City Coun-
cil seat. The familial atmo-
sphere was enjoyed by our 
senior members, as well as 
the children who also par-
took. We once again thank 
all of those who were in at-
tendance.

By this point you should 

have received your 2017 
membership renewal no-
tice. If you have not, that 
means we do not have you 
on our membership roster. 
You must therefore immedi-

ately contact us at the num-
ber below, or else you will 
be removed from The Bronx 
Times Reporter mailing dis-
tribution list. Renewals are 
due by Wednesday, Febru-
ary 8. Like most any orga-
nization, membership is the 
lifeblood of our association, 
and we look forward to your 
continued participation and 
support. 

The next general meeting 
of our association will be on 

Wednesday, January 25, at 
7:30 p.m.. 

The meeting will be held 
at the Villa Maria Academy 
Cafeteria, which is located 
at 3335 Country Club Road.

The association can be 
reached via mail at PO Box 
211, Bronx, NY 10465, and via 
telephone at (718) 823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
Your home extends beyond 
your property line!”

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Hi again and Happy New 

Year! 
Remember our post 3rd 

Sunday meeting will be on 
January 15, 10:30 a.m. for cof-
fee, meeting at 11 a.m. sharp 
and noon in the Club Room 
of American Turners NY for 
refreshments.  Parking at 
Philip and Clarance avenues 
in their parking lot.

This just in: The Oratori-
cal Contest sponsored by 
Post 19 will be held on Mon-

day, January 16 at 5 p.m. at 
the Morris Park Civic As-
sociation.  Which one of our 
young people will advance to 
the next round?

The weekend of Friday, 
January 20 to Monday, Janu-
ary 23 is the Department of 
NY American Legion Mid-
Winter Conference. Your 
room reservation should be 
in by now but their still may 
be time to fi nalize arrange-
ments at our meeting.

Sunday, February 5 at 11 

a.m. we will celebrate Mass 
and 4 Chaplains Sunday at 
St. Benedict Church.  Legion 
Family members should ar-
rive at 10:30 a.m.so we can 
form up and present a pro-
fessional entrance.  An inter-

esting, tragic and uplifting 
true story of heroism from 
the treacherous naval convoy 
duty of WW2.  All are invited.

If I forgot, another thanks 
for the Joe Mazzariello 
Christmas Toy Drive, the 
turkeys for vets families and 
the Annual VA Hospital Holi-
day Party. They all continue 
to be very successful.  We can 
do nothing less for those who 
served our country.

More to come, an update 
on the donated ‘golf carts’ 

(transportation from the VA 
parking lot to the hospital en-
trance).  Two carts were do-
nated by Trump Golf Links. 
We’ll keep an eye on their use 
or lack thereof.  Thanks to 
2ndVC Gene DeFrancis and 
John Marano from Commu-
nity Board 10 for the acquisi-
tion.

Sick call:  Jim H. from Post 
19 and our Al ‘Taps’.  Prayers 
and best wishes.

Until next time:  A new 
year, a new start.

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

COUNTRY LIFE

NEW CHAPTER

NATURE’S PLUS
SPIRUTEIN ONLY
ASSORTED SIZES

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF Fresh Organic Produce • Gluten Free Foods
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 01/31/17

Allerton 
International 
Merchants
Association

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
We have been extremely 

effective over the years. And 
this year has started very 
poorly. Several robberies and 
two fatal accidents on Boston 
Road a;ready.

Last year we asked for fund-
ing to supply our store fronts 
with cameras and a solution to 
relieve the chaotic congestion 
at the Boston Road/ Allerton 
intersection. For some reason 
those requests have been ig-
nored. 

Promises were also made 
to us in 2016 to repave Aller-
ton alleyways. more trees, and 
some street furniture (bike 
racks so our trees are not used 
for security and seating so our 
seniors can rest periodically 
as they travel up and down Al-
lerton). 

I have the highest confi -
dence in our police department 
that arrests will be made. Sev-
eral arrests have already been 
made. No crime will go unpun-
ished in Allerton. 

As residents we must en-
force right and wrong in our 
youth. Drinking and driv-
ing is never OK. It is just not 
worth the risk. And this week 
was the perfect example. Sev-
eral families had their lives 
turned upside down because 

of one bad mistake. 
The young men involved in 

the accident on Boston Road 
came from good families. They 
were good kids. They went out 
for drinks and then irrespon-
sibly made the worse decisions 
of their lives. Everyone in that 
Toyota was responsible. If 
your friend is drinking don’t 
let them drive. If they insist on 
driving do not get in the car. 
And they may hate you for it, 
but report them. 

No one should put you in 
this kind of position. Take a 
cab.  Walk. Don’t drink and 
drive! It only takes one mo-
ment to take away everything 
that matters. Go out have fun 
but please be responsible. 

Our hearts go out to all the 
families involved. We all have 
to do our part to prevent this 
from ever happening again. 

Your community is your 
business. 

Reach out to us if there is 
an issue or concern. Join our 
Facebook page Allerton Inter-
national Merchants Associa-
tion. 

Permits are confi rmed for 
the next International Food 
Festival in June and we are 
gearing up for our fourth an-
niversary. 

Our next meeting will be 

held Tuesday, February 7 at 
7:30 p.m. All are welcome to at-
tend. And since Valentines is 
the following Tuesday... bring 
a date. 

If you are a business look-
ing to relocate or expand you 

are welcome to reach out to 
us and see if Allerton can be a 
new home for you. We are es-
pecially looking for shops that 
offer children’s clothing, a fi t-
ness gym, and different eater-
ies. 

On a fi nal note a commu-
nity is only as strong as its 
neighbors. Kingsbridge is 
a hop, skip, and jump away 
from Allerton. After reading 
the updated report regard-
ing KNIC we urge all parties 

to come together and get this 
project completed as soon 
as possible. Our community 
needs positive outlets for our 
people to visit. It’s good for 
physical health and it is good 
for mental health. Plus it will 
also stimulate the local econ-
omy and create jobs. We need 
this to work. 

Until next week look out for 
each other and share with us 
some Allerton stories on our 
Facebook page. 
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. 
Ft. Lot Looking Over The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 
Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living 
And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. Garage And 
Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heat-
ing And Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. 
Hardwood Floors With Dark Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part 
Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio Doors And Windows. 
The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99

Khakis
and

Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Morris Park Avenue.  1390 Sq. Ft. Whitebox, perfect for Offi ce or Medical.
Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

CCCCCCOCCOCOCOCOOCCOOCOCOCOCCOCCOC NSNNNSNSSNNSNSNNSSSULTULTULTULTULTUUULTULTTUU TU TATIATIATIATIATIATITTTITTITIATIATIATITIIATIIITIIIITIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONSNSNSNNNNNNSNSSNNNNNNNN

COMCOMCOMOMCOMMCOMMMMMMEE VE VE VEE VE IIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSITITIT ITIT ITTTITT ITITITTTITT UUUUUUUUSSSSSSSSSSSSS
IIIIIIINNNNNNNNN OOU OU OUOUOU OU OUOUOOUOO R RR RR RR RRR R NNNNNNNNNNEW EWEWEWEWEWEW EW EWEEWWEWWEWW WWWWWWWWWW 

MOMOMMOMOMOMOOOOMOOMOOOMOODDDDDDDEREREREREREREREREREREEREREREREREERERNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN O O O OOOOOOOFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFIIIIIIIIIIICCCCCCCCCCCCEEE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVLL D.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARRE

Hibernators Weekend
Hibernators Weekend is one of the 

high points of the winter season at 
Wave Hill. W

Saturday, January 21; Sunday, Jan-
uary 22: Family Art Project: Sweet 
Dreams, Hibernators: Get to know 
your local hibernators through sleepy 
tales of the season. Then make your 
own furry bear, bat, toad or hedgehog 
mask, or fashion a dreamy, woodsy 
home. PJ’s welcome! 

Saturday, January 21: Winter Work-
space Art Workshop: Casting Textiles: 
Work with Winter Workspace artist 
Crystal Gregory to design and create 
decorative planter containers made 
from weavings and concrete. 

Saturday, January 21; Sunday, 
January 22: Book Sale In The Shop At 
Wave Hill: Cuddle up with a good book 
this winter - buy one book in The Shop, 
and get a second for 50% off. 

 Saturday, January 21; Sunday, Jan-
uary 22: Garden & Conservatory High-
lights Walk: Join in for an hour-long 
tour of seasonal garden highlights. 

Sat,Urday January 21: Hibernators 

Talk And Walk: Join naturalist and ed-
ucator Gabriel Willow to discover sur-
vival techniques used by Wave Hill’s 
plants and animals during the chilly 
winter months. Find out who’s active 
and who’s dormant and make some 
discoveries of your own as you embark 
on a woodlands trail adventure. 

 Sunday, January 22    Winter Work-
space Drop-In Sunday: Artists in the 
Winter Workspace program share 
their studio practice with visitors on 
this Drop-in Sunday. 

A 28-acre public garden and cul-
tural center overlooking the Hudson 
River  and Palisades, Wave Hill’s mis-
sion is to celebrate the artistry and 
legacy of its gardens and landscape, to 
preserve its magnifi cent views, and to 
explore human connections to the nat-
ural world through programs in horti-
culture, education and the arts.

Open all year, Tuesday through 
Sunday and many major holidays: 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m..  Closes 5:30 p.m., 
March 15 to October 31.

Admission  $8 adults, $4 students 

and seniors 65+, $2 children 6–18. Free 
Saturday and Tuesday mornings until 
noon. Free to Wave Hill Members and 
children under 6.

 Limited onsite parking is available 
for $8 per vehicle. Free offsite parking 
is available nearby with continuous, 

complimentary shuttle service to and 
from the offsite lot and our front gate. 
Complete directions and shuttle bus 
schedule at www.wavehill.org/visit/.

 Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further information 
call  (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

Wave Hill Hibernators Walk and Talk participant.              Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright

• NY Ranger View Parties At Empire City Casino....45
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BY DENNIS DION NARDONE
Dion DiMucci, the Rock and Roll 

Hall of Famer from Belmont, the “Lit-
tle Italy of the Bronx,” better known 
as Dion & the Belmonts, was a call-in 
guest on  January 1, New Year’s Day, to 
the Dennis Dion Nardone Rock & Roll/
Doo-Wop Radio Show. 

The show  is heard every Saturday 
from 9 to 11 a.m. and  Sundays from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on WVOX1460AM on the 
radio dial and wvox.com via the Inter-
net. 

Dion gave a big shout-out to all his 
friends  and fans of the Bronx with a 
sincere “Happy New Year” cheer to 
them and a “Thank you” for the many 
years of love and support.

 I told Dion, “The King of New York 
Streets” (as I call him) that the fans 
would love to see a large Dion street 
concert. Just close down the street and 
have a Dion concert! If Jennifer Lopez 
can go back to the Bronx and put on a 
coming-home concert, why not Dion?

Dion calls into WVOX1460 AM radio
Dion replied that it would be a great 

idea, and seemed receptive to going 
back to 187th Street, or somewhere in 
the area, and having a big block party 
in the street 

We then spoke of his career and all 
the great hits he had. We also talked 
about the fact that the fans still fl ock to 
his sold-out concerts and how they still 
love hearing all those great songs like 
“Teenager In Love,” “Wanderer,” and 
“Run Around Sue.” 

I complemented him on  his talent  
playing the guitar and the Blues.

Dion informed the audience about 
his new song, “New York Is My Home,” 
which can be seen on You-Tube with 
another New Yorker (from Queens) 
Paul Simon.

The entire interview can be seen on 
my Facebook page “Dennis Dion Nar-
done” or call me at (914) 374-9888, and I 
will send you a CD of the interview. 

The Urban Assembly Charter 
School for Computer Science, a high 
school opening in September 2018 in 
CSD 7 in the south Bronx, will hold 
meetings of its Board of Trustees 
on the fourth Thursday morning of 
each month, January 26, February 

23, March 23, April 27, May 25, and 
June 22).  Until a location for the 
school is confi rmed, meetings will 
take place at the offi ces of The Ur-
ban Assembly from 9 to 10:30 a.m., 
90 Broad Street, Suite 2101, New 
York, NY 10004.

Urban Assemby Charter Board of Trusttes meetimgs

DINAPOLI TO PERFORM AT BB KINGS
Gene DiNapoli will be performing at B B kings on Saturday, January 14,  celebrating 
Elvis birthday. B B Kings is located located at 237 West 42nd Street. To purchase 
tickets or further information  call (212) 997-4144. 

Ted Rosenthal, one of the lead-
ing jazz pianists of his generation, 
and the Bronx Arts Ensemble, the 
premier professional music orga-
nization in the Bronx, join forces 
to create a unique musical experi-
ence featuring world class musi-
cians, jazz, and classical selections 
on Saturday, January 21 at 8 p.m. at 
the Riverdale Y; 5625 Arlington Av-
enue. 

Ticket prices are: adults $30, se-
niors $25, and students $15. 

Chamber music meets jazz
Tickets can be purchased at at 

brownpapertickets.
The evening features jazz inter-

pretations of Chopin, Rachmaninoff 
and Mussorgsky as well as original 
works by Rosenthal

Ted Rosenthal Trio: Ted Rosen-
thal, piano; Thomas Kneeland, bass; 
and Mark Ferber, drums. Bronx 
Arts Ensemble members: Theresa 
Norris, f lute; Nuno Antunes, clari-
net, Francisca Mendoza, violin; and 
Eliana Mendoza, Cello..

Empire City Casino, in partner-
ship with the New York Rangers, an-
nounced that New York Rangers leg-
end Adam Graves will make his fi rst 
visit to Empire City Casino to host the 
next Rangers Viewing Party this Sat-
urday night, January 14, where fans 

can join Adam to cheer the Rangers on 
as they hit the road to take on the Mon-
treal Canadians.

 Graves, whose No. 9 Jersey was re-
tired a few years ago, played a pivotal 
role in bringing home the Rangers’ 
fi rst Stanley Cup in over 54 years in 
1994.  Rangers legend Stéphane Mat-
teau hosted the fi rst viewing party 
back on Saturday, December 17. 

 Fans from all over the tri-state area 
are encouraged to hop on the Rangers 
Bandwagon, which includes a special 
Rangers bus departing from Madison 
Square Garden (outside Café 31, 220 W. 
31st St. between Seventh and Eighth 
avenuyes) at 5:45 p.m. Saturday and ar-
riving just in time to spend some qual-
ity hockey time with Graves.  During 
the short bus ride, fans can win auto-
graphed Rangers gear, hockey equip-
ment and more.  Email EmpireCity-
CasinoViewingParty@msg.com to 
reserve a spot on the bus.

 The viewing parties inside Dan 
Rooney’s Sports Pub are free for all to 
attend and begin one hour before the 
puck drops.  Joining Rangers fans for 
the festivities, including the bus ride 
from the Garden, will be the Rangers 
Blue Crew who will put fans to the test 
with Rangers trivia and offer an array 
of Rangers swag as giveaways during 
each intermission. Fans can also enjoy 
a variety of food and beverage specials, 

NY Rangers Viewing Parties at Empire City Casino

including $1 wings, $2.50 bud lights 
and more.

 “Hockey fans will fi nd no shortage 
of fun at one of the premier entertain-
ment destinations in the northeast,” 
said Taryn Duffy, director of public af-
fairs at Empire City Casino. “Join us on 
the Rangers bus or at the casino to meet 
Graves, make some new friends along 
the way, and wish the Rangers luck, 
and who knows… maybe that luck will 
stick with you on the casino fl oor.”

 The January 14th event is the sec-
ond of fi ve viewing parties planned 
during the NHL season, all of which 
will be hosted by former New York 

Rangers greats during Rangers away 
games.  Stay tuned to www.empire-
citycasino.com/rangers for announce-
ments of Rangers Hosts for upcoming 
dates. 

The schedule for Rangers viewing 
parties at Dan Rooney’s Sports Pub is 
as follows: Thursday, February 2, at 
7:30 p.m., Rangers at Buffalo Sabres; 
Saturday, February 25, at 5 p.m., Rang-
ers at New Jersey Devils; and Sunday, 
March 12 at 12:30 p.m., Rangers at De-
troit Red Wings.

 For more information about Em-
pire City Casino, visit www.empire-
citycasino.com.New York Rangers legend Adam Graves.

Participants at fi rst NY Ranger Viewing Party.
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Art Deco in the Bronx

Park Plaza is located at 1005 Jerome Avenue off W. 165th Street across 
the street from Mullaly Park from whence the name was chosen.  Notice 
the ornamentation, especially around the building entrance to the left of 
the garbage bags. It’s the ultimate expression of Art Deco.

Spotting Art Deco build-
ings is not very diffi cult. Think 
of the Chrysler Building for de-
sign and ornamentation. Look 
for varied colors in the brick-
work and geometric patterns 
jutting out from the building 
surface. Gargoyles, statuettes, 
rounded corners, ornamental 
terra cotta or tile molding and 
tall windows that emphasize 
height in the design are gen-
erally prominently featured. 
The term Art Deco is simply 
an adaptation of “Exposition 
Internationale des Art Deco-
ratifs” which was held in 1925 
in Paris.

 The Grand Concourse, of 
course, has the prime examples 
of Art Deco buildings in the 
borough but there are a cou-
ple of others which shouldn’t 
be overlooked. One is Noonan 
Plaza on West 168th Street be-
tween Ogden and Nelson Ave-
nues. The other is Park Plaza at 
1005 Jerome Avenue across the 
street from John Mullaly Park 
from which it gets its name. It 
occupies block 2504, lot 126 ex-
tending back to Anderson Ave-
nue and was built between 1929 
and 1931. Both buildings have 
landmark status.

 Noonan Plaza was designed 
by architects Horace Ginsbern 
and Marvin Fine for Bernard 
J. Noonan who emigrated from 
County Longford, Ireland in 
1886. It was built in 1931 and 
is composed of eight intercon-
nected buildings which house 
283 families. Art Deco enthu-
siasts, however, are more im-
pressed with the tan iron spot 
brickwork and the 15,000 foot 
decorative courtyard off the 
southeast corner of Nelson Av-
enue and West 168th Street ac-
cessed by an angled portico and 
gate house. The use of the term 
“garden apartments” was espe-
cially inviting for those escap-
ing the congestion of Manhat-
tan with its teeming masses. 
The word garden played like 
magic in their imaginations 
and was a defi nite drawing 
card for many.

 Jerome Avenue was laid out 
in 1874 and paved in 1888 but it 
was not until the elevated mass 
transit line was opened in 1917 

that the avenue really began 
to develop.  Architect Horace 
Ginsbern began construction 
on Park Plaza in 1929.  It had 
350’ of frontage on Jerome Av-
enue and reached back to An-
derson Avenue where it ran 
for another 50’.  Unfortunately, 
a fi re of suspicious origin on 
June 25th of that year dashed 
their plans and the building 
was not completed until 1931.  
Marvin Fine, who had worked 
with Cass Gilbert for eighteen 
months was responsible for the 
exterior.   He was very careful 
to note the changes in appear-
ance due to shadows and light.  
This would be especially help-
ful in selecting the right com-
bination of shades in the brick 
work.  

 Park Plaza was originally 
designed as a 10-story build-
ing but because of the fi re, the 
builders were forced to lower it 
to eight fl oors.  It is composed 
of fi ve sections each being sep-
arated by a courtyard but con-

nected at the rear.  There are 
800 rooms divided into suites 
suitable to house 250 families.  

The window bays are ar-
ranged in vertical shafts to 
give the further appearance of 
height.  Patterned spandrels 
and the artistic use of terra-
cotta help to defi ne the overall 
Art Deco design.  This general 
theme is driven home by the 
effective use of varied colored 
brick along with their unique 
geometric designs.

 The lobby entrance is in 
the center block and is high-

lighted by its marble walls of 
varied colors.  Terrazzo fl oors 
and the effective use of murals 
help complete the scene.  The 
entrance doors are outlined 
in black marble while glass 
blocks compliment the appear-
ance of the foyer.  

The overall look of the lobby 
leaves no doubt about why it 
is often cited as the standard 
when judging Art Deco build-
ings. Park Plaza is considered 
by many as the fi nest example 
Art Deco construction in the 
country.  

REPRINTED FROM 3/29/2012
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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“Winning is always a good thing obviously, but 
the way that they’re doing it is team-oriented, 
which is impressive. The sky’s the limit for this 
team. I hope to be playing into March.”
BRIAN DOWNEY   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58

The 37th Annual Thur-
man Munson Awards Dinner, 
which remembers the late, 
great Yankees captain and 
catcher, will be presented at 
the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New 
York City on Tuesday night, 
February 7, and the honorees 
are: New York Yankees sen-
sational rookie catcher Gary 
Sanchez, popular New York 
Mets infi elder Wilmer Flores, 
and New York Football Giants 
Super Bowl champion wide re-
ceiver Victor Cruz. The AHRC 
New York City Foundation, 
which assists children and 
adults with disabilities, ben-
efi ts from the gala.

 
SANFORD J. SCHLESINGER,

 Founding Partner, Schle-
singer Gannon & Lazetera 
LLP, will be the recipient of 
the “Corporate Hero” Award.

 
DIANA MUNSON,

Thurman’s widow, will 
attend her 37th consecutive 
benefi t, having been involved 
since its inception. The Thur-
man Munson Awards Dinner 
has raised nearly $15 million 
for programs that serve New 
York City children and adults 
who have intellectual and de-
velopmental disabilities.

 
MICHAEL KAY,

the “Voice of the Yankees” 
on YES Network and ESPN NY 
Radio 98.7 FM host, will serve 
as Master of Ceremonies.

 
For tickets and information 

call (212) 249-6188 or email jen-
nifer@emgbenefi ts.com. Tick-
ets may be purchased on line 
at www.ahrcNYCfoundation.
org/events.

Thurman 
Munson Awards 

Dinner to be 
held at the

Grand Hyatt

CATCH UP ON 

ALL YOUR 

LOCAL SPORTS AT 

BXTIMES.COM

Fordham’s Javontae Hawkins struggles to get to the basket as the Rams dropped their third straight conference game, falling to St. Joseph’s on Jan. 7.
 Photo by Robert Cole

BY JON PEREZ
Fordham just couldn’t hit 

its shooting stride. 
Saint Joseph’s knocked 

down shots early and led 
wire-to-wire, taking down 
the Rams 70-55 in an Atlantic 
10 matchup on Jan. 7 at Rose 
Hill Gymnasium. 

The Hawks took control 
of the game midway through 
the opening half and never 
looked back.

Fordham guard Will Tav-
ares drained a three-pointer 
and the Rams forced a turn-
over to cut Saint Joseph’s 
lead to 20-16 with 10:04 left in 
the fi rst half, but Saint Jo-
seph’s responded with a 12-2 
run. Brendan Casper led the 
charge, scoring six of his ten 
points in the spurt. 

“They made a couple of 
shots early that gave them 
the lead and gave them a 
chance to play with a lead 
early,” Fordham coach Jeff 
Neubauer said. “I think both 

teams right now have dealt 
with injuries and have had 
some things that have slowed 
them down and Saint Joe’s 
did a really good job of just 
getting out early.”

Fordham trailed by as 
many as 17 in the fi rst half. In 
the second half, Fordham shot 
better, but Saint Joseph’s had 
an answer for every buck. 

Antwoine Anderson hit a 
three to put the Rams within 
fi ve points with 13:15 to 
play, but Chris Clover’s two-
handed jam gave the Hawks 
a 54-47 cushion. Lamarr Kim-
ble knocked down a fl oater in 
the paint four minutes later to 
balloon Saint Joseph’s lead to 
66-47, jumpstarting a 16-2 run 
that all but wrapped up the 
victory.

Fordham got off to a slow 
start and had trouble match-
ing Saint Joseph’s hot shoot-
ing throughout the league tilt. 
The Rams missed 12 of their 
fi rst 16 shots, while the Hawks 

connected on 7-of- 13 from the 
fl oor. The Hawks knocked 
down 17 of their 28 fi eld goals 
attempts in the fi rst half and 
shot 52.8% for the game.

“They hit some tough shots 
off the dribble,” Neubauer 
said. “Some of the 15 footers 
that they made, some of them 
we weren’t close enough, 
some of them we didn’t guard 
them well enough and they 
just rose up and shot it, but 
some of them were of pretty 
healthy contest.”

With 10.3 seconds remain-
ing in the fi rst half, Fordham 
guard Joseph Chartouny 
caught an inbounds pass, 
slipped driving to the bas-
ket and lost the ball out-of- 
bounds. That was the way the 
fi rst half went for Fordham 
as the Rams shot 30.6% from 
the fl oor and missed 14-of- 18 
shots from beyond the arc.

James Demery, who 
missed ten games with a 
stress fracture in his left 

foot, had a coming-out party 
against the Rams. The junior 
forward racked 25 points and 
6 rebounds.

Fordham (6-10, 0-3 Atlantic 
10) has dropped its fi rst three 
conference games and A-10 
foes have shot 48.5 percent 
from the fl oor in that stretch. 
Four Rams fi nished in double-
fi gures, led by Anderson and 
Tavares who each had a team-
high 12 points. Chartouny 
and Javontae Hawkins both 
fi nished with 11 points. Still, 
it wasn’t quite enough for the 
Rams as the team, once again, 
struggled to fi nd answers af-
ter the fi nal buzzer. 

“There’s so much mental 
stress as far as coming from 
behind, especially when our 
team has been struggling.” 
Neubauer said. “We’ve had a 
tough couple of months here 
and so all of a sudden when 
you’re down by six or down 
by eight early, it just weighs 
on you.”

HAWKS HAND FORDHAM 
THIRD STRAIGHT A-10 LOSS
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BY KYLE GORMAN
It was all slipping away. 
Fordham Prep’s eleven-game win 

streak was going to end after a disas-
trous fi rst half as Cardinal Spellman 
drained sahot after shot, fi nding a 
rhythm behind the arc that the Rams 
couldn’t counter. 

The streak was going to end not 
with a bang, but with a whimper, 
a Friday night blowout in front of 
home fans. 

The defl ated energy was palpable 
in the Bronx gym, witnessing poten-
tial failure for the fi rst time in over 
a month. And, then, Fordham Prep 
woke up. The rams turned things 
around in the second half, keeping 
the streak alive with a dramatic 59-
49 comeback.

“They never wanted to give up,” 
said Fordham Prep coach Brian 
Downey, “Just resilience.”

Fordham Prep (12-1) ended the 
fi rst half with a fi ve point run, cut-
ting the defi cit to eight heading into 
the break. The Rams came out with 
their hair on fi re for the third, put-
ting up 22 points, and holding Spell-
man to just seven.

“We were a little bit more aggres-
sive,” said Downey on the team’s ex-
plosive third quarter, “We started to 
press a little bit more and they just 

stayed hungry. I told them we’re right 
there. We’re fi ne. We stayed with the 
press a little bit, and I think that 
picked us up physically, and emotion-
ally. It got us some steals, and we were 
able to convert on the other end.”

Fordham’s Jordan Gaitley and 
Ryan Flynn were crucial to the come-
back in the third, combining for 12 of 
the third quarter’s 22 points from the 

Rams, each putting up six a piece. 
“Coach just told us that we needed 

to get the ball inside a little bit more,” 
said Gaitley, Fordham Prep’s second-
leading scorer this season. “They 
were doubling me and Pat [Mahoney] 
in the paint, so Ryan Flynn really 
stepped up.”

Gaitley and Flynn weren’t alone 
in their contributions to the win. 

Fordham Prep’s scoring leader Pat-
rick Mahoney lived up to his title Fri-
day night, putting up a team-high 18 
points. Mahoney kept the team afl oat 
early in the game, putting up nine of 
Fordham’s 19 fi rst-half points.

Even with momentum on Fordham 
Prep’s side, the Pilots kept the game 
close late into the fourth. Spellman’s 
William Santiago put up 23 points, 
leading both teams in scoring. Those 
23 points included fi ve of Spellman’s 
six made shots from downtown, and 
his early-game performance was in-
strumental in building the squad’s 
fi rst-half lead. Santiago struggled 
to keep up the consistency down the 
stretch, however, putting up just fi ve 
points in the second half.

Spellman cut the lead to six with 
just over a minute left in the game, 
but a technical foul called on Pilots 
coach Fred Opper gifted Fordham 
two free throws. The Rams sank 
both, putting the game out of reach 
with an eight-point lead and kept the 
streak alive. 

“It’s a great team. It’s a great gell-
ing team right now,” said Downey 
“Winning is always a good thing obvi-
ously, but the way that they’re doing 
it is team-oriented, which is impres-
sive. The sky’s the limit for this team. 
I hope to be playing into March.”

Jordan Gaily (32) pulls down the rebound as Fordham Prep kept its win-streak alive on Jan. 
6, taking down Cardinal Spellman in a CHSAA matchup. Photo by Robert Cole

Rams rally against Spellman to keep win streak alive

BY LAURA AMATO
It’s not a one-man game. 
Jose Perez was an offen-

sive force to be reckoned with 
on Jan. 8, sinking shots from 
everywhere on the court and 
showcasing a confi dence that 
has made him one of the best 
players in the city this season. 

He just didn’t get much help 
from his teammates. 

Wings Academy fell 61-53 to 
Christ the King in the 3rd An-
nual Apparel Classic and while 
Perez was nothing short of 
dominant, the squad couldn’t 
wrap up the victory down the 
stretch. 

“You can’t win a ball game 
with Jose getting almost all of 
27 in the half, against a team 
like this,” Wings coach Billy 
Turnage said. “You’ve got to 
have more guys step up and pro-
duce.”

Perez scored eight of Wings’ 
ten fi rst-quarter points and 
racked up 18 at halftime, but 
the squad still found itself down 
28-27. Only four other players 
scored in the fi rst 16 minutes 
and Wings struggled to pad its 
early-game cushion, turning 
the ball over on too-quick plays 
and failing to connect on short 
shots just in front of the hoop. 

“From the beginning I al-
ways said, all year, long it has 
nothing to do with physical 
play,” Turnage said. “It’s all 
mental. And we didn’t execute 
the way were supposed to on ei-
ther end of the ball.”

Wings’ inability to fi nish 
around the hoop – or slow down 
Christ the King as the Royals 
settled into their offensive game 
plan – took its told in the second 
half. The Royals came out fi r-
ing on all cylinders in the third 
quarter, opening up the half on 
a 9-4 run and jumping out to a 
37-31 lead with 3:19 left. 

“I tried to tell my team to 
keep on and keep playing,” said 
Perez, who was forced to the 
bench late in the third after 
picking up his third foul. “They 
came out and were able to make 
a run.”

Wings was able to make 
a run midway through the 
fourth – once Perez got back in 
the game. The senior knocked 
down three straight shots from 
behind the arc to make it 47-46 
with 4:36 left to play and Bou-
bacar Kamisssoko followed 
with a jumper two minutes later 
to knot the game at 50-all. 

That’s when Jose Alvar-
ado went to work and Wings 

couldn’t fi nd an answer.  
The Christ the King senior 

guard started dishing out as-
sists and racking up his own 
baskets as time continued to 
tick down, taking advantage 
of Wings miscues to push the 
game out of reach. 

“We came back and we had a 
possession where we got four or 
fi ve offensive rebound and we 
missed every layup,” Turnage 
said. “Then next time down, 
they inboudned the ball, ro-
tated to Alvarado and he hits a 
three. It’s a fi ve-point game, ball 
game.”

Wings wasn’t as disap-
pointed with the loss as it was 
with the execution, struggling 
to make plays the team has hit 
all season and while Perez’s 
performance was impressive, 
it wasn’t enough. The squad re-
turns to league play this week 
looking to get back on track 
and, hopefully, get Perez a bit 
of help. 

“I thought [Christ the King] 
played and the executed down 
the stretch and we didn’t,” Tur-
nage said. “That’s the differ-
ence in the ball game. Talent-
wise we’re fi ne, but we’re not 
going to beat anybody with poor 
execution.”

Perez can’t lift Wings as squad stumbles late

Wings Academy senior Jose Perez was lights out on Jan. 8, but it 
wasn’t quite enough as the squad fell to Christ the King in the 3rd 
Annual Apparel Classic. Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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He said he was still waiting to see 
how much it would cost for the glass to 
be replaced. 

“They came in and said they would 
get back to us,” he said.  “What are you 
gonna do?”

Another marble shattered a win-
dow at the Applebee’s restaurant in 
the Throggs Nest Shopping Center 
that overlooks the Hutchinson River 
Parkway.  

Local resident Sandi Lusk was in 
the restaurant celebrating her hus-
band’s birthday when the incident oc-
curred.

Marble mayhem vandals still on the lam 
“All of a sudden, people were 

screaming and everyone ran to one 
side of the restaurant. They thought 
maybe it was gunshots. It was scary,” 
she recalled. 

Lusk said the manager immedi-
ately asked patrons to leave the store 
out of caution.

“They didn’t know what was going 
on,” she said.

The restaurant manager declined 
to comment, directing inquires in-
stead to the corporate headquarters. 

The Target department store in the 
same mall was also hit.

Other northern Bronx establish-

From page 1

A front window at the Tremont Diner remained cracked Tuesday after an unknown group of 
individuals lauunched marbles at the windows of almost 30 different establishments and an 
MTA bus Sunday night. Community News Group/Arthur Cusano

ments vandalized  included a Dunkin 
Donuts, Autozone and a VIM sneaker 
store, all along East Tremont. 

A large number of the attacks also 
took place on East Fordham Road, in-
cluding White Castle and Burger King 
restaurants and a Chase Bank. 

The suspects also targeted a Bx 42 
bus at the intersection of East Trem-
ont and Dudley avenues at around 8:30 
p.m., according to MTA spokeswoman 
Marissa Baldeo. 

The window was cracked, but the 
driver and passengers on board at the 
time were not injured, she added.

“The bus was removed from service 
and taken to the depot for inspection,” 
she said.

The police said the suspects op-
erated from a white four-door sedan 
with dark tinted windows, as well as a 
dark-colored SUV seen in surveillance 

video outside the Target store.  
It is not known whether the marbles 

were thrown or if they were launched 
using some kind of gun or slingshot.

Bronx Chamber of Commerce pres-
ident and CEO Nunzio Del Greco said 
the incidents were an unfortunate 
bump in the road for many small busi-
nesses.

“It’s tough enough doing business 
in New York City, we don’t need addi-
tional problems to deal with,” he said.

Del Greco said that while such acts 
temporarily hurt the quality of life for 
residents, they would not derail the on-
going economic rebirth of the Bronx.  

Del Greco said security cameras 
were the best deterrence to such 
crimes, and said he was contemplating 
the chamber hold a workshop on small 
business security, as well as cyber se-
curity, during the  new year.  

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

Unionport to be replaced; bridge project goes to bid in June
From page 1

An artist rendering of the replacement Unionport Bridge that features three lanes in each direction and dedicated bicycle/pedestrian pas-
sages. Photo courtesy of DOT

will be built in the open position as 
not to create problems for any vessels 
carrying oil on Westchester Creek to 
Schildwacher Fuel.

When the new south bridge is low-
ered into position to facilitate its com-
pletion in the summer of 2019 the old 
Unioport Bridge will be dismantled 
and  two temporary bridges will be 
constructed to carry the bridge traffi c 
over the creek for the next 60 days. 

Afterwards, all traffi c will then 
travel on the new south bridge, the 
temporary bridges will be removed 
and work will start on the north bridge 
in the open position.

The south bridge, will contain four, 
11-foot traffi c lanes - two traveling east 
and two traveling west.

The bridge construction will affect 
residents of both the Community 9 and 
Community Board 10.

CB 9 district manager William Ri-
vera asked Nyman when he and and 
the DOT anticipate the most traffi c 
during the four-year period. 

Rivera said he was worried about 

possible lane closures in instances 
when the constractor brings in extra 
equipment.

Nyman said workers are under 
DOT’s Offi ce of Construction Mitiga-
tion and Coordination regulations, so 
they are only allowed to bring equip-
ment in at certain times overnight.

Pete Sullivan, chair of CB 10’s Land 
Use Committee, asked why the 12-
foot bike path couldn’t be reduc\ed  to 
around nine feet to add a three-foot pe-
destrian walkway on that side also.

This would allow them to walk on 
either bridge.

Nyman said the path could be seen 

as a shared-use path meaning both cy-
clists and pedestrians can use it.

Nyman said there will be penalties 
if the contractor does not fi nish the 
bridge work on time.

According to the DOT the construc-
tion for the Unionport Bridge is ex-
pected to go out to bid by June.
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New 825 Square Foot
Renovated Rehabilitation Department

RN Supervisor - FullTime/Per Diem
LPN’S - Full/Part/Per Diem

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net

Rehabilitation

RN Supervisor - FullTime/Per Diem
LPN’s - (1199 Union Benefits) Full/Part/Per Diem

Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net


