
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The community is crying 

foul over a canceled meeting 
with the School Construction 
Authority to discuss the P.S.14 
expansion now under construc-
tion. 

The meeting, which com-
munity leaders said has been 
postponed a number of times, 
was supposed to be a dialogue 
between stakeholders who live 
near P.S. 14 and the SCA on 
Wednesday, December 28 at the 
school building. 

Senator Jeff Klein arranged 
the meeting, and he said he was 
hopeful that it would be resched-
uled for later in January. 

He also said that an earlier 
meeting, on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 14 was canceled because of 
the holidays.  

Klein said that he under-
stands the importance of the ex-
pansion, which will provide 344 
new seats, a science room and a 
new cafeteria. 

“At the same time, I think 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Community Board 7 had an ex-

ecutive meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 3 to discuss the possible rec-
ommendation for the downzoning 
of Mosholu Parkway.

Residents and community advo-
cate groups, such as the Northwest 
Bronx Democrats and the Bedford 
Mosholu Community Association, 
have joined forces to convince CB 
7 to recommend a downzoning for 
Moshulu Parkway.

As of right now, Moshulu Park-
way is zoned for R-7/R-8, which al-
lows residential buildings to rise 
to ten stories.

The two community organiza-
tions are asking for a downzoning 
to  R-5 which would permit resi-
dential buildings of up to six sto-
ries.

According to a press release 
from the NWBx Democrats, com-
munity members are worried that 
Moshulu will be eaten up by devel-
opers hungry to take advantage of 
the current attractive zoning.

“I have lived off Mosholu for 
over 30 years,” said Anthony Riv-
ieccio, president of the NWBx 
Democrats. “One of the things 
that keeps me here today is the 
same reason I fell in love with this 
neighborhood four decades ago - it 
has an almost country-type atmo-
sphere.”

“Mosholu Parkway was known 
as ‘The Gateway to the Botanical 
Garden,” he continued. “I would 
love to keep that preserved.”

In 2011, CB7 recommended a 
rezoning of Webster Avenue from 
a commercial zone to a residential 
zone.

At that time the NYC Planning 
Commission said they would re-
turn to the area later to review 
Bedford Park including Mosholu 
Parkway.

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Four teenage girls and their 

parents are asking the MTA for 
more than $40 million in damages 
following a racially biased attack 
the girls suffered on the Bx8 bus in 
November.

Scott Seskin, the girls’ attorney, 
fi led four notices of claim against 
the MTA requesting damages of 
$10 million for each girl and $2 mil-
lion for each parent.

The notices of claim, which 
were fi led in early December, are 
a precursor to any lawsuit that 
would come against the MTA. 

A hearing following the claims 
is scheduled for later this month.

On Tuesday, November 22, the 
white girls from St. Catharine High 
School were on a city bus when two 
African-American teenage males 
began to hurl raceially-charged  
comments at the girls.

The boys yelled things such as, 
“Oh, white girl got money!” and “Oh 
you go to St. Catharine’s? What, do 
you have money? Go drink your 
coffee, white girl and go shopping.”

The boys allegedly threatened 
to urinate on the girls.
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Claim they were racially 
abused on Bx8 MTA bus

Diaz Hosts Festival Of Lights

SCHOOL GIRLS  
SUE FOR $40 MIL

CB 7 considers 
Mosholu 

Pkwy. 
downzone

Bronxites’ holiday spirits shone bright when Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. hosted the “Festival of Lights’ pre-Chanukah celebration and Me-
norah lighting ceremony on Thursday, December 22 at Riverdale YM-YWHA. 
Rabbi Michael Miller (l) lit the menorah’s fourth candle as Congressman 
Eliot Engel watched.      Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

P.S. 14 expansion meeting 
postponed once again 
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The fi rst baby delivered in 2017 
at New York City’s public hospi-
tal system was delivered at NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Jacobi. 

The baby girl, Melanie Lon-
dono, was born at 12:09 a.m. on 
Sunday, January 1 and weighed 
six pounds, nine ounces. 

Melanie was born to mother 
Zuelen Londono and father Kris-
tian Payares. 

Mother and baby are doing 
well. 

“The new year signifi es new 
beginnings and opportunities 
for us all,” said William T. Foley, 
CEO of NYC Health + Hospitals/
Jacobi. “I’m delighted that Mela-
nie is the fi rst Jacobi baby of 2017. 
On this happy day, we offer her 
whole family our best wishes for 
a future with many joys and the 
healthiest life possible.”

According to a spokesman, 
Melanie Londono was the fi rst 
baby girl born in the city in 2017. 

Jacobi Medical Center 
delivers fi rst 2017 baby

Baby girl Melanie Londono with her proud parents. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Health + Hospitals / Jacobi

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A man abducted from a Pelham Bay area 

barbershop has been found, but questions re-
main over his brief disappearance. 

Russell Lowe, 34, a resident of the 45th Pre-
cinct area, was kidnapped at around 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 3 from the Continental Bar-
ber Shop at 2948 Wilkerson Avenue, according 
to a NYPD spokesperson. 

Witnesses said a group of unknown His-
panic males in their twenties or thirties ab-
ducted Lowe from the barbershop and forced 
him into 2014 black Toyota Sienna with New 
York license plates. 

Witnesses said one of the men was armed, 
according to police.

 The Toyota then traveled southbound on 
Westchester Avenue. Police were alerted when 
an eyewitness called 911. 

Lowe eventually reached out to the police to 
let them know he was home and not in any dan-
ger and the kidnapping investigation has been 
nixed, according to police. 

“The individual initially contacted police by 
telephone and later met with police,” an NYPD 
spokesman stated on Wednesday, January 4. 

Questions remain 
about abducted man

Russell Lowe, 34, of the Bronx, was 
allegedly abducted from a Pelham 
Bay barbershop Tuesday, January 
3 but was located unharmed later 
that day by police. Courtesy of NYPD

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The NYPD is asking residents 

to help fi nd suspects involved 
in two violent home invasions 
in the northeast Bronx over the 
holidays.

 The latest incident took 
place Wednesday, December 28, 
at approximately 8 p.m. when 
a 43-year-old female tenant of 
the 6-story building at 30 Pilot 
Street responded to her apart-
ment  door-buzzer and went to 
the lobby to sign for a package 
delivery. 

The victim told police she 
went downstairs but did not see 
anyone in the lobby. 

When she returned to her 
apartment, she found a person 
standing in the foyer displaying 
a silver and black gun. 

The individual then grabbed 
the victim by her hair and 
dragged her into the bedroom, 
where he hit her with the butt of 
the fi rearm causing a small lac-
eration on her right eyebrow, ac-
cording to police.

The thief quickly removed a 
small safe from the victim’s bed-
room and placed it inside of a 
large black duffl e bag. 

The individual then dragged 
the victim by her hair into an-

other bedroom, where he re-
moved another small safe and 
placed it into the duffl e bag, 
and told the victim to lay on the 
ground until he left, according 
to police.

The stolen safes contained 
cash and personal documents. 

The victim refused medical 
attention at the scene.

The suspect is described as a 
male wearing dark blue jeans, 
black and white sneakers, black 
hooded sweatshirt and a black-
and-white skull ski mask.

City Island Civic Association 
member Barbara Dolensek said 
she saw an ambulance in front 
of the property at approximately 
8:30 p.m. 

Dolensek said she believed 
the assailant was someone who 
knew the victim and was famil-
iar with the building.

“(The assailant) knew there 
was a safe and the back way to 
get into the apartment building,” 
she said.  

The waterfront building has 
its own private parking lot that 
only residents can gain access 
to, so the assailant likely parked 
on the streets nearby or fl ed on 
foot.

The City Island assault comes 

just days after a brazen Christ-
mas Eve home invasion in 
Throggs Neck on Saturday, De-
cember 24, in which two assail-
ants got away with an unspeci-
fi ed amount of cash and several 
electronic devices.

Two males forced their way 
into a home at 3182 Barkley Av-
enue, not far from the 45th Pre-
cinct – through a back door at 
5:40 a.m. and stole money that 
had been laid out on a table.

The men then forced their 
way into another room in the 
house and assaulted a 51-year-
old male resident in the head 
with a crowbar. 

The man was treated at a lo-
cal hospital and released. 

Police described the sus-
pects as white, one being ap-
proximately 6 feet 1 inch and 
the other 5 feet 6 inches tall.

Property taken from the 
home included a laptop com-
puter and three smartphones. 

A 67-year-old female resident 
reported the incident to police. 
No arrests have been made and 
the investigation is ongoing.

Anyone with information 
in regards to these incidents is 
asked to call the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-

TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 
1-888-57-PISTA (74782).  

The public can also sub-
mit their tips by logging onto 
the Crime Stoppers website at 

www.nypdcrimestoppers.com 
or by texting their tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) then enter TIP577. 
All calls are strictly confi den-
tial.

A home invasion robbery at 30 Pilot Street on City island and another on Barkley 
Avenue on Throggs Neck both took place during the holiday week. Arthur Cusano

Holiday home invasions reported in east Bx.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



Adaline Walker-San-
tiago, chair of CB 7 said 
originally the board had 
agreed to conduct a study 
on Kingsbridge Heights and 
Bedford Park to see if they 
could downzone those areas 
to maintain the residential 
qualities of those neighbor-
hoods.

Walker-Santiago said 
CB7 has now agreed to add 
Mosholu Parkway to the 
study which began in De-
cember.

She said CB7 members 
will discuss Mosholu Park-

way again at the general 
meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17 and added the board 
will later have to discuss 
the community’s desire to 
downzone the area with city 
offi cials.

Walker-Santiago also 
said it was important the 
community work together 
to retain the ambiance of 
the area.

“There are a lot of good 
people in the community 
and we need to stick to-
gether and limit the num-
ber of highrises in the com-
munity,” she said.

Rivieccio hopes that 
when considering rezoning 
for the parkway, offi cials 
take the proper view.

“Most city planning vi-
sionaries look at the park-
way from a north to south 
standpoint and I would sug-
gest, that’s wrong,” he said. 
“When you’re on the park-
way, you drive east to west, 
or west to east.” 

“When you’re on the 
‘Mosholu Walkway’ you 
walk or ride your bike the 
same way - east to west and 
not north to south,” he con-
tinued.

When the bus got to its 
Westchester Square stop, 
three African American 
teenage girls arrived at the 
behest of the two males.

The girls allegedly be-
gan an altercation with the 
girls leaving them with cuts 
bruises. A knapsack contain-
ing a laptop was also taken.

Police offi cers later ar-
rested 17-year old Miracle 
Rattray and 16-year old Mol-
lychi Rattray in connection 
with the attack. 

In addition, police ar-
rested a 15-year old girl on 
charges of 3rd degree as-
sault but did not release her 
name.

The fi rst two girls were 
both charged with 2nd de-
gree gang assault.

Seskin said the monetary 
reward won’t help the girls 

easily recover from this at-
tack, but it is a remedy the 
system provides.

“Under the system that 
we currently have,” he said. 
“The only method that we 
have to go ahead and com-
pensate anybody is mon-
etarily.”

“Obviously we can’t take 
back what happened as 
much as we would like to,” 
he continued. “No one wants 
this case and no one wants to 
have this happen to them.”

Following the alleged 
attacks, elected offi cials - 
including Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr, assem-
blymembers Mark Gjonaj 
and Michael Benedetto, 
Senator Jeff Klein and Coun-
cilman James Vacca - sent a 
letter to the MTA asking for 
safer conditions for students 
that ride the Bx8 bus route.

The offi cials requested a 
special arrangement where 
the students will get one bus 
at dismissal time which per-
mits only drop offs.

A recent NY Post article 
said certain Catholic school-
girls were looking for a spe-
cial to take them to and from 
school in light of the attacks.

However, Seskin said his 
clients were not looking for a 
special bus.

“Besides the fact [my cli-
ents] don’t want it,” he said, 
“It’s not going to prevent 
anything that happened 
from occurring again.”

A MTA spokesperson ac-
knowledged receiving the 
special bus request.

 “We have received a let-
ter from a group of elected 
offi cials and will respond to 
them directly,” the spokes-
person said.
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Girls sue for $40 mil; claim they 
were racially abused on Bx8 bus

Bx8 bus stop at Westchester Square Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Community Board 7 to consider 
a Mosholu Parkway downzone
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Chase Bank at the 

corner of East Tremont 
and Barkley avenues was 
robbed Wednesday after-
noon, with the robber mak-
ing off with several thou-
sand dollars, according to 
police.

Police from the 45th Pre-
cinct, which is literally lo-
cated across the street from 

the bank at 3528 East Trem-
ont Avenue, responded on 
Wednesday, January 4 at 
approximately 1:24 p.m. 

Employees told police 
an unknown male suspect 
entered the location and 
passed a note to a bank teller 
demanding money. The sus-
pect fl ed with $7,400. 

There were no arrests 
as of Wednesday at 5 p.m., 

and the investigation is 
ongoing. It was not imme-
diately known whether an 
anti-theft ink pack was in-
cluded in the bag of money 
stolen.

The manager of the 
bank said she could not 
comment on the incident. 

A Chase bank spokesper-
son was not immediately 
available for comment.

Throggs Neck Chase 
Bank robbed of 7Gs

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Police are urging caution 

after a string of thefts in the 
Pelham Bay area left a few 
locals with their vehicle tire 
and rims missing.

Four grand larceny 
thefts were reported to the 
NYPD between Wednesday, 
December 21 and Sunday, 
December 25 in the area. 

The thefts occurred at 
841 Hollywood Avenue, 2910 
LaSalle Avenue, 1621 Crosby 
Avenue and 3047 Zulette Av-
enue.

For Pelham Bay Taxpay-
ers and Community Asso-
ciation president Michelle 
Torrioni, the situation is 
déjà vu. 

The neighborhood went 
through a similar wave of 
tire thefts several years ago, 
she said, until police set up 
a sting operation to nab the 
thief.

The culprits like to tar-
get factory manufactured 
alloy wheels on Hondas be-
cause they fi t other Honda 
models. 

Wheels and rims of a 
Honda Fit can be used on 
other Honda models such as 
an Accord or Civic. 

Hondas are also popular 
with the custom car culture 
seen in the Fast and Furi-
ous movies.

“They know the Honda 
tires are interchangeable, 

so if you have an old model 
car you can put new model 
wheels on it,” Torrioni said.

Torrioni said the ripoffs 
would likely be discussed at 
the 45th Precinct Commu-
nity Council meeting sched-
uled for Thursday, January 
5.

Aside from the more ob-
vious precautions of install-
ing a sensitive vehicle alarm 
or parking in a well-lit, 
highly traffi cked area, mo-
torists can purchase wheel 
locks at auto part stores for 
under $50. 

Turning wheels on an 
angle when parked can also 
deter thieves, since it causes 
the steering column to lock.

Thieves targeting 
tires, rims in PelBay

Police investigated a robbery that happened at Chase Bank on 3528 E. Tremont Avenue. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. 
Ft. Lot Looking Over The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 
Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living 
And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. Garage And 
Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heat-
ing And Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. 
Hardwood Floors With Dark Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part 
Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio Doors And Windows. 
The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99
Khakis

and
Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Morris Park Avenue.  1390 Sq. Ft. Whitebox, perfect for Offi ce or Medical.
Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
After more than six months 

of suffering, tenants of two south 
Bronx apartment buildings 
have filed a class action lawsuit 
against their landlord in order 
to get repairs done faster.

Residents of 1221 and 1225 
Sheridan Avenue appeared in 
court Monday, December 12, as 
part of a lawsuit against their 
landlord, Mike Silber. 

The tenants allege heat and 
hot water have not been ad-
equately provided in the build-
ings, and that accumulating 
trash attracts rats and other 
vermin.

As of Monday, December 12, 
there were 213 open violations 
cited at the properties by the 
NYC Housing and Preservation 
Department. 

The lawsuit involves around 
25 tenants as plaintiffs, said Ye-
raldi Perez, a Community Orga-
nizer for New Settlement Apart-
ments, which helped the tenants 
file the lawsuit with the legal 
non-profit Urban Justice Cen-
ter against Silber and Sheridan 
Realty Corporation L.LC. Silber 

did not return calls for comment 
on the lawsuit.

“No one should live like this, 
and yet for another Christmas 
holiday season the tenants at 
1221 and 1225 Sheridan Avenue 
will have to endure the absence 
of heat and hot water, rats and 
mice infestation, mold condi-
tion and filthy and garbage-rid-
den lobby and hallway,” stated 
Addrana Montgomery, spokes-
woman for Urban Justice Cen-
ter.  

The tenants will appear in 
court again in late January, 
she said, and have already pro-
vided access dates for landlord 
to make the necessary repairs, 
which is required under city 
law. 

In June, residents filed an 
application for rent reduction 
with the Division of Housing 
and Community Renewal due to 
the building conditions. 

Rent regulated tenants can 
also file a rent reduction com-
plaint with the state housing 
department if they believe the 
landlord has violated the terms 
of the lease by not properly 

maintaining the building.
Before filing such a com-

plaint, a tenant must commu-
nicate in writing with the land-
lord about the problem.  

A complaint can then only be 
filed with DHCR not less than 10 
days and not more than 60 days 
from the date the tenant sent a 
notice to the landlord. 

In such cases the tenant may 
also withhold rent, but in re-
sponse, the landlord may sue 
the tenant for non-payment of 
rent. 

In such case, the tenant may 
countersue for breach of the 
warranty, according to the state 
tenant handbook.

Tenants allege they have 
lived with broken mailboxes 
that cannot be used and front 
doors that do not lock for almost 
a year. 

Residents like Dashunta 
President of 1221 Sheridan Av-
enue said they are fed up.  

“We shouldn’t have to come 
into a cold building lobby just 
to come into a cold apartment 
– these repairs are long over-
due,” President said.

Tenants sue landlord for needed repairs

(Right) A rat found in the hallway of one of the buildings on Sheridan Avenue this past 
September is indicative of the problems tenants of the buildings are fi ghting with a 
lawsuit against their landlord. Photo courtesy of New Settlement Apartments

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A stretch of East Tremont Avenue that 

has had several  fatal pedestrian accidents 
over the past few years is going to receive 
some lighting improvements.

A NYC Department of Transportation 
spokesman and a Waterbury LaSalle Com-
munity Association board member con-
fi rmed that lighting improvements are 
planned for the summer of 2017 for pedes-
trians on East Tremont Avenue from Water-
bury Avenue to Bruckner Boulevard. 

The move is the result of advocacy on the 
part of the WLCA and Senator Jeff Klein to 
have more lighting along a stretch of East 
Tremont Avenue that borders St. Raymond 
Cemetery and has very dark sidewalks at 
night, said Andrew Chirico, WLCA board 
member. 

The area affected roughly coincides with 
the area where the ‘road diet,’ that reduced 
the amount of travel lanes in an attempt to 
slow traffi c, was implemented along East 
Tremont Avenue in 2016, said Chirico. 

Klein said he reached out to DOT after 
WLCA suggested improving safety along 
East Tremont would mean improvements in 
lighting. 

The senator said he received a letter from 
the organization on the matter, and that he 
heard directly from the WLCA membership 
at one of their monthly meetings. 

“If you go down the corridor, especially 

in the area adjacent to the cemetery, it is 
very dark (at night),” said the senator. 
“I contacted DOT and they agreed that 
through the street lighting division in-
stall new lights from Waterbury Avenue to 
Bruckner Boulevard in the third quarter 
of 2017.” 

The senator said that plan would have 
improvements to pedestrian safety and sig-
nage, as a part of the enhancements that 
should help people to see better at night. 

Chirico said that members of his associ-
ation had become concerned about lighting 
for pedestrians and motorists during the 
discussion that ensued from changes made 
to the roadway as part of the Vision Zero pe-
destrian safety initiative.

“This should make a very nice difference 
for the safety of everybody,” said Chirico, 
adding that it was a welcome change and 
should be a big help. 

“It will brighten up everything on East 
Tremont Avenue from Bruckner to Water-
bury and benefi t most pedestrians and driv-
ers, he said. “It was very dark around the 
cemetery and diffi cult to see.” 

Chirico said that he believes lighting 
may have played a role in the deaths of two 
pedestrians along the stretch in the past 
several years, though he conceded it is dif-
fi cult to know for sure. 

The civic leader said he had been told of 
the project’s approval on Tuesday, January 

3. 
In addition to the cemetery, the area af-

fected has markedly fewer businesses than 
other parts of East Tremont Avenue, said 
the civic leader. 

Chirico said that the roadway change in 

Waterbury-LaSalle continues to be contro-
versial. 

Another WLCA board member, Scott 
Bernard, continued to pan the changes ush-
ered in by the road diet, which was initially 
not supported by Community Board 10. 

Street lighting approved for cemetery stretch 

Sreet lighting for pedestrians using the sidewalk next to St. Raymond’s Cemetery on East Tremont 
Avenue is being planned for the third quarter of next year.



BY ARTHUR CUSANO
This past year was full of drama and 

suspense, and so were the books Bronx resi-
dents gravitated towards at the borough’s 
public libraries.

The New York Public Library system re-
leased its annual most-read list for the en-
tire city and each borough last week, and 
2016’s biggest book citywide was The Girl on 
The Train by Paula Hawkins. 

The suspense novel was adapted into a 
fi lm this year and was fi lmed in the nearby 
Westchester suburbs it‘s set in.  

“Our top check outs certainly refl ect the 
varied tastes and interests of New Yorkers 
– a richness and diversity that makes New 
York City unique, and its communities spe-
cial,” said Christopher Platt, NYPL’s chief 
branch library offi cer.

In the Bronx, as in Staten Island, it was 
the police drama NYPD Red 4 by prolifi c 
best-selling author James Patterson that 
took the top spot. 

Patterson also occupies the number fi ve 
spot with another novel, Private Paris. 

The borough’s second-most checked out 
book was a review book, TASC: Test As-
sessing Secondary Completion: Strategies, 
Practice, & Review. 

Go Set A Watchman, Harper Lee’s long 

awaited follow-up of To Kill A Mockingbird 
was number three, while Ta-nehisi Coates 
collection of essays on race in America, Be-
tween the World and Me, made the list at 
number six.  

The number seven book was Killer Dolls 
by Nisa Santiago, while the eight and nine 
spots were held by two Danielle Steel novels, 
Undercover and Precious Gifts. The tenth 
spot was held by Vengeance: A Novel by the 
author Zane.

The library system also broke down the 
top books by branch. 

At Morris Park, the most popular check-
out was Jesus: A Pilgrimage by James 
Martin. At Pelham Parkway-Van Nest, 
LifePrints: ESL for Adults, an English as a 
second language guide by Janet Podnecky, 
was the most popular. On City Island, Harp-
er’s Go Set a Watchman held the top spot.

At the Throg’s Neck Library on East 
Tremont, the top book was The Last Mile 
by David Baldacci. The newest of Baldac-
ci’s novels features his popular protagonist 
Amos Decker, who is asked to investigate the 
murder of a convicted man’s parent when 
another person confesses to the crime. 

Library manager Leida Torres said Bal-
dacci’s book is among those read as part of 
the library’s adult book club.

“He’s been popular with the adults, along 
with James Patterson,” Torres said.

A book club meets at the library each 
month, and another book club just for se-
niors meets at the Fort Schuyler House, Tor-
res said. 

While physical books may be slowly los-
ing ground to e-readers, Torres said the li-
brary was busier in 2016 than 2015, partly 
due to new programs.

“We’re trying to get parents and their 
children to come in and take part in some of 
our early literacy programs,” she said. 

The library also offers popular one-on-
one computer classes to help area residents 
with skills such as resume writing or learn-
ing to use programs such as Microsoft Excel 
or Word.

“They just have to make an appointment 
at the front desk,” she said.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A telecom company is 

helping students at four bor-
ough schools receive better 
training in the fundamen-
tals of computer science. 

An AT&T initiative will 
provide educators that are 
part of the Teach for Amer-
ica program with extra 
training in methods to bet-
ter instruct students in com-
puter science. 

Computer Science educa-
tion is part of the important 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) fi eld 
that AT&T’s Aspire philan-
thropic initiative is seeking 
to improve through “quality 
professional development 
for teachers.” 

Teach for America, a na-
tional teacher training pro-
gram, has received $100,000 
in funding for seven city 
schools, including four in 
the borough: UA School for 
Applied Mathematics in Cla-

remont, DreamYard Prep in 
Grand Concourse, Wings 
Academy High School in 
West Farms and Hyde Lead-
ership Charter School in 
Hunts Point. 

The program launches in 
2017, according to an AT&T 
spokeswoman and looks 
to address what the com-
pany believes is a gap in the 
training of many students 
and their teachers. 

“We believe that the fu-
ture economy really resides 
in technology and that stu-
dents are not adequately 
trained in STEM fi elds, and 
we need to do everything we 
can to support STEM edu-
cation,” said Marissa Sho-
renstein, AT&T’s New York 
state president.

 Better teaching of  ba-
sic coding and robotics is 
needed not just as building 
blocks for a future computer 
science and software engi-
neering, but also in terms of 

softer skills such as creativ-
ity and leadership, she said.  

According to statistics 
supplied by AT&T, only one 
in four schools in the United 
States offer computer sci-
ence classes and there are 
over a half-million jobs 
available in computing with 
far fewer people entering 
the fi eld. 

“It is more important 
than ever for our schools, 
non-profits and private 
companies to work to-
gether to expand access to 
the critical skillsets that 
our students will need for 
careers in growing STEM 
fields,” said Shorenstein. 

She added “AT&T is lead-
ing the way to foster ac-
cess to STEM education in 
New York City, and we are 
thrilled to continue these ef-
forts by working with Teach 
For America to ensure our 
teachers are best able to pre-
pare our students for 21st 

century success.”
The funding will benefi t 

teachers who are already 
part of Teach for America, 
a program that enlists and 
develops teachers by re-
cruiting them from top uni-
versities throughout the na-
tion to the teaching fi eld and 
providing opportunities for 
professional development. 

 A school offi cial at an-

other one of the schools, 
Celia Sosa, Hyde Leader-
ship Charter School’s high 
school director, said that 
her school is excited to part-
ner with Teacher for Amer-
ica to further the students’ 
digital literacy skills. 

“Our school has made 
signifi cant investments in 
using technology to drive 
differentiated and collab-

orative instruction, and our 
partnership with Teach For 
America’s STEM Initiative 
has enabled Hyde faculty 
to develop additional com-
puter science skills, said 
Sosa. “This year, we are of-
fering two Exploring Com-
puter Science classes, as 
well as AP Computer Sci-
ence Principles for the fi rst 
time ever.”  

AT&T grant helps 
borough schools improve

Marissa Shorenstein with Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul (c) and schoolchildren at an event for 
another of AT&T’s STEM education initiatives: Girls Who Code. Photo courtesy of AT&T

James Patterson, Harper 
Lee top Bronx library reads

Throg’s Neck Library manager Leida Torres shows off the most checked out book of 2016, David Balda-
cci’s The Last Mile. The New York Public Library released its list of top books for all fi ve boroughs last 
week. Arthur Cusano





the community should 
have been engaged, espe-
cially those who live close 
to the school,” said Klein. 
“Clearly, their lives are 
going to be disturbed 
during the next couple of 
years of construction.” 

The senator said he has 
requested to select people 
for a community advisory 
board that he wants to 
create with the SCA for 
the duration of the P.S. 14 
project.

“We have requested 
that the SCA put together 
a community advisory 
board that would meet 
periodically to address 
any concerns (regarding) 
the construction project,” 
said Klein.  “We would 
suggest who would be 
on it, and the SCA would 
have their project man-
ager and their Bronx com-
munity relations sit on 
this advisory board and 
to make sure that over the 

long haul of the construc-
tion we would inconve-
nience the community as 
little as possible.” 

Andrew Chirico, Wa-
terbury LaSalle Commu-
nity Association board 
member, said that he was 
dismayed because the 
meeting has been can-
celled several times.  

An earlier meeting did 
take place between WLCA 
board members, SCA of-
fi cials and Councilman 
James Vacca, but that 
was before construction 
started, said Chirico.  

“I don’t know why they 
just don’t get it over with,” 
said Chirico . “There are 
people who want to know 
what is going on, who 
live on the block and are 
affected by the construc-
tion, and who want to 
hear it from the ‘horse’s 
mouth.’”

Chirico said that com-
munity groups and other 
stakeholders want a fi rm 

date to be set as to when 
the meeting will be re-
scheduled. 

The WLCA and some in 
the community were ini-
tially opposed to the size 
of the expansion, arguing 
that the streets around 
P.S. 14 were already over-
loaded with traffi c on 
school days and that the 
construction would only 
make matters worse.

WLCA board member 
Scott Bernard said that 
he is concerned about 
traffi c during the proj-
ect, which is very near 
his home.

He said that the school 
and a busy supermarket 
across the street already 
create major traffi c con-
gestion and that he be-
lieves the community 
should have more input.  

“I think that it is the 
perfect example of how 
the Department of Edu-
cation refuses to face the 
community,” he said.  

A DOE spokesman 
said that the December 
28th meeting was can-
celed due to the holidays 
and is being resched-

uled. 
“Community engage-

ment is critical and we con-
tinue to work closely with 
the school, families and 

elected offi cials through-
out this process to ensure 
the project meets the needs 
of the school community,” 
stated the agency. 
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from Page 1

Triumph Construc-
tion Corp., one of the 
largest privately-held 
utility contractors in 
the New York metropoli-
tan area, has once again 
brightened the holidays 
for the entire 125-stu-
dent population of three- 
to five-year-olds at La 
Peninsula Head Start in 
Hunts Point, New York.  

“It’s the highlight 
of our year, buying the 
toys for these children,” 
says Triumph Construc-
tion founder and presi-
dent Carlo Cuzzi.  “The 
happiness on their faces 
when they unwrap their 
gifts is something ev-
eryone at Triumph looks 
forward to each Decem-
ber.  Making sure these 
boys and girls receive 
the presents they want 
from Santa is our way of 
giving back to the com-
munity and our neigh-
bors.”

According to Cuzzi, 
whose construction 
company is headquar-
tered nearby on Seneca 
Avenue in Hunts Point, 
the students at La Pen-

insula Head Start each 
write a letter to Santa 
and Triumph Construc-
tion tries to get the chil-

dren everything on their 
lists.  Despite the busy 
holiday shopping sea-
son, Triumph employ-

ees volunteer their time 
buying and wrapping the 
gifts.  “It’s a labor of love 
and an honor,” Cuzzi ex-

plains.  “I know we’ll be 
doing it for many years 
to come.”

La Peninsula Head 

Start Site director June 
Glaze remarked, “The 
boys and girls have been 
looking forward to this 
visit for weeks.  Some of 
them remember it from 
last year.  What Triumph 
Construction does for 
these children and their 
families is truly excep-
tional.  Everyone at La 
Peninsula joins me in 
thanking them for being 
such kind-hearted neigh-
bors and doing so much 
each year to spread joy.”

La Peninsula Head 
Start is a community-
based preschool pro-
gram providing quality, 
comprehensive services 
to children from three to 
five years old and their 
families.

With approximately 
300 employees, Triumph 
Construction Corp. is 
active in every borough 
of New York City and a 
sought-after partner in 
everything from gas and 
electric service work to 
major capital improve-
ment projects and large-
scale private sector con-
struction jobs.  

Triumph Construction brightens children’s holidays

Each holiday season, Triumph Construction Corp. (Hunts Point) plays Santa to the 125 boys and girls of La Peninsula Head Start, purchas-
ing and wrapping everything on the children’s gift lists.  Helping with this year’s special delivery were Shirley Jacobs (l) and Krystina 
Cuzzi of Triumph Construction, who got to share time with some very happy students.

P.S. 14 expansion meeting cancelled again 

Construction has already begun on the 344-seat expansion of P.S. 14. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


