
Your Neighborhood — Your News®

SERVING PARKCHESTER, HUNTS POINT, FORDHAM SOUTH, GRAND CONCOURSE, FORDHAM NORTH, BRONX NORTH, CO-OP CITY

A CNG Publication • Vol. 22  No. 53                                                                                                                                                            www.bxtimes.com 

Now through January 14

463 East 149th Street, Bronx

RSVP NOW
WhatsYourPurpose.NYC  I  877-957-6981

GET AN  
ON-THE-SPOT 
DECISION!

Dec. 30, 2016-Jan. 5, 2017

Baychester Square traffi c concerns voiced

Hutchison Commemoration
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Norovius illness ongoing at 83 Annex

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community leaders and 

business owners hold a vari-
ety of different opinions about 
a proposed shopping center. 

Preliminary plans for Bay-
chester Square, slated for East 
Gun Hill Road along I-95 and 
across from Home Depot, Bay 
Plaza and The Mall at Bay 
Plaza, call for an outdoor mall 
with the equivalent of fi ve 
blocks of shopping and a se-
nior housing building with 170 
units, according to one of the 
developers. 

The project, which greatly 
exceeds the parcel’s current 
zoning, will need to go through 
a Uniform Land Use Review 

Procedure, which is expected 
to begin in 2017 and then go 
before Community Board 12 
some time this year. 

The operator of the Mall at 
Bay Plaza, Prestige Proper-
ties, opposes the development, 
stated company spokesman 
Hank Sheinkopf in an email. 

The spokesman wrote that 
the proposed 400,000-plus 
square foot retail destination 
“would severely impact the 
community’s already diffi cult 
local area traffi c, increase 
air and noise pollution and 
threaten the businesses and 
jobs at The Mall at Bay Plaza 
and Bay Plaza.” 

The Mall at Bay Plaza is 

supporting Speak Up for a Bet-
ter Bronx, an effort focused 
on raising awareness and ac-
tivism in opposition to the 
current scope of Baychester 
Square, stated Sheinkopf. 

The  Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority is selling 
the property to Gotham Prop-
erties Group and Grid Devel-
opment Partners because of 
its potential for substantial 
retail development, said Drew 
Greenwald of Grid.

“This was identifi ed as one 
of those assets where you could 
have signifi cant commercial 
development that could bring 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The NYC Department of 

Health and Mental Hygiene re-
turned to the P.S. 83 Annex dur-
ing the holiday break after a 
highly contagious stomach flu 
continued to sicken students 
and staff. 

The school announced Fri-
day, December 9, that students 

had been sickened by the norovi-
rus, more commonly known as 
the stomach flu, a common and 
highly contagious sickness.  

As many as 200 students and 
staff members were sickened in 
the week leading up to the an-
nouncement and the building 
was disinfected, and then disin-
fected again over the following 

weekend.
But the cleanings was appar-

ently not enough, as the DHMH 
was scheduled to return to the 
school on Bogart Avenue for fur-
ther cleaning while the school 
was closed for the holidays, ac-
cording to the NYC Department 

Senator Jeff Klein presented a proclamation in commemoration of 
The Anne Hutchinson Year 2016 at an East Bronx History Forum 
meeting on Wednesday, December 21. The meeting marked the cer-
emonial end of the AHY program and was a tribute to the late Bronx 
Times history columnist Bill Twomey. Senator Klein is standing with 
Eleanor Rae, who is dressed as Anne Hutchinson, a 17th century 
heroine.                Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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THE STAFF OF BRONX PIZZERIA WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR 
FRIENDS, FAMILY AND CUSTOMERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR. THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Plans to build the largest in-

door ice hockey facility in the 
country at the former Kings-
bridge Armory remain on hold 
after a lawsuit filed against the 
city was thrown out by a judge 
last week.

On Tuesday, December 20, 
New York Supreme Court Judge 
Ruben Franco dismissed a law-
suit by Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center, a development company 
spearheaded by New York Rang-
ers legend Mark Messier, alleg-
ing breach of contract against 
the NYC Economic Development 
Corporation for failing to turn 
over the lease to the property to 
the developers so they could ac-
quire financing. 

Without the lease, the group 
alleges, obtaining funding for 
the project has been severely 
hampered.

Franco noted in his decision 
that his verdict would likely be 
appealed, dragging the fight on 
even longer. 

Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera, who represents the 
Kingsbridge Heights neighbor-
hood, said in a statement he was 
cautiously optimistic about the 
project’s future following the de-
cision.

Kingsbridge Armory rink still stalled in litigation
“I am hopeful that Judge 

Franco’s recent decision will fi-
nally end the stalemate that has 
delayed the redevelopment of the 
Kingsbridge Armory and allow 
the project to move forward,” 
Cabrera stated in a release after 
the decision. 

But other Bronx elected of-
ficials have grown frustrated 
with the delays, including Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr., 
who has been a champion of the 
project from the beginning after 
plans for a shopping center at 
the location was scrapped under 
the Bloomberg administration.

“Both sides need to come to-
gether and make this project 
happen. The community has 
waited too long and worked too 
hard to accept anything less.” 
said John DeSio, Diaz’s commu-
nications director.

But EDC spokesman Anthony 
Hogrebe put the blame squarely 
on the developer for not living 
up to its end of the deal.

“We hope KNIC will now 
stop wasting time on lawsuits, 
and start securing the financ-
ing to get this project moving,” 
he said.

KNIC LLC could not be 
reached for comment on the de-
cision for this story.

 Among those frustrated with 
the lack of progress and numer-
ous delays is Assemblyman Jef-
frey Dinowitz, who sided with 
the developer on the opinion 
that the EDC was to blame for 
delays.

“Why are we still talking 
about this? I suggest the EDC get 
off its butt and get this done,” Di-
nowitz said 

The assemblyman said it 
would have a positive recre-

ational and economic impact on 
both the Kingsbridge commu-
nity and the Bronx as a whole.  

The armory once held vari-
ous recreational events, but 
now, even though the city spent 
millions fixing the roof, Dinow-
itz said it now sits vacant.

“We want a return on that in-
vestment,” he said. 

The former Eighth Regiment 
Armory, located in Kingsbridge 
Heights at the corner of West 

Kingsbridge Road and Jerome 
Avenue, was the largest mili-
tary armory in the world. 

The massive structure was 
completed in 1917 after five years 
of construction.  It takes up al-
most an entire city block and 
dwarfs everything around it. 

The structure can be seen 
for miles around from both the 
Bronx and from across the Har-
lem River in northern Manhat-
tan.

Plans to build an ice hockey at the vacant Kingsbridge Armory are on hold as legal battle continues between 
the developer and the city. Courtesy of NYC EDC
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200

HOMEMADE
TRY OUR

RAVIOLIS
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We Would Like To Wish Everyone A Happy and Healthy New Year!
Thank You For Your Continued Patronage...
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. 

Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact 
you in case of questions. 

Hello readers and wel-
come to another edition of 
Around Town. 

Bronxite Rising 

In U.S. Navy 

United States Navy Sea-
man Efrain Irizarry, a bor-

ough native, received his 
an Enlisted Surface War-
fare Specialist certifi cation 
on Wednesday, December 14 
from Chief Petty Offi cer Ser-
gio Perez. 

The presentation took 
place aboard the amphibi-
ous assault ship USS Makin 
Island. 

Makin Island is deployed 
as part of the Makin Island 
Amphibious Ready Group to 
the U.S. Fifth Fleet area of 
operation to support mari-
time security operations and 
theater security cooperation 
efforts. 

Seaman Efrain Irizarry (r) received his certifi cation from Chief Petty Of-
fi cer Sergio Perez. Photo courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DEC. 30, 2016-JAN. 5, 2017 5  BTR

START YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION 
EARLY WITH THE NEWEST WAY TO 

RESHAPE YOUR BODY 

4915 Broadway, NY, NY 10034
750 Mclean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

37-73 103rd St, Corona NY 11368

718-804-5452
Adam Y. Goldman, MD

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE Consultation at one of our offi ces 

Financing available

A NEW 
non-invasive 

body contouring 
system for the 
reduction of 

stubborn fat in 
the areas such 

as abdomen and 
love handles..

nymetrovein.com
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INTERNATIONAL CATERERS
3243 Ampere Ave. | Bronx, NY 10465

(718) 892-2989 | www.international-caterers.com

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
If you’re tired of waiting in line to 

pay a bridge toll, your life may get a lit-
tle easier by this time next year.

Governor Cuomo announced on 
Wednesday, December 21 that toll 
plaza  lanes will be removed in 2017 
from all Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity bridges and tunnels. 

The plan includes the toll plaza 
lanes for the Throgs Neck Bridge and 
the Bronx-Whitestone Bridge.

According to to release from the 
MTA, cash lanes at the aforementioned 
bridges will be removed by fall 2017.

The removals are apart of the gov-
ernor’s plan to implement Open Road 
Tolling.

“Open road tolling streamlines 
commutes, reduces inconvenience, 
and, along with bolstered security 
measures and new LED lighting and 
art, reimagines New York’s crossings 
as part of our infrastructure overhaul 
to meet the needs of current and future 
generations of New Yorkers,” Cuomo 
said. “This project is a transformative 
investment in our future that revolu-
tionizes statewide transportation and 
helps us build a new New York.”

Instead of toll booths drivers will 
now drive under structures called 
gantries.

These gantries will be fi tted with 
state-of-the-art sensors and cameras 
which will take a photo of a vehicle’s 
license plate.

If that driver has an E-ZPass tag, it 
will be charged the toll automatically. 
If not, a bill for the toll will be sent to 
the vehicle owner’s residence within 
30 days.

The MTA and state estimate the 
open road tolling model will save driv-
ers 21 hours of drive time per year.

In addition, they expect it to reduce 

emissions and decrease the fuel that is 
commonly burned by the ‘stop and go’ 
at a toll plaza.

“These improvements will enhance 
traffi c fl ow, reduce congestion, and de-
crease commute times making it safer 
for New Yorkers to get where they need 
to go,” said Thomas F. Prendergast, 
chairman of the MTA. “The acceler-
ated schedule we are undertaking to 
modernize all of our facilities in 2017 
underscores the Governor’s commit-
ment to investing in New York’s trans-
portation network to meet the needs of 
a growing city.”

The state also plans to be much 
stricter with enforcement at MTA toll 
bridges in the coming year.

In 2017, they will add 150 state troop-
ers to key checkpoints in an effort to 
stop chronic toll evaders and bolster 
public safety.

In addition, if a driver does not pay 
the toll, penalties will include a $50 
violation fee, car registration suspen-
sion and a late fee if the fi rst toll bill 
goes unpaid.

The late fee could increase to as 
much as $100.

Commercial vehicle registrations 
will be suspended if unpaid tolls climb 
above  $200. 

If a driver with a suspended regis-
tration attempts to drive through a toll 
gantry a state trooper standing at that 
location will immediately pursue the 
driver.

In addition to the Throgs Neck 
and Bronx-Whitestone bridges, toll 
lanes will be removed from the Hugh 
L. Carey Tunnel (January 2017), the 
Queen Midtown Tunnel (January 
2017), Rockaway Bridges (spring 2017), 
the RFK Bridge (summer 2017) and the 
Verrazano-Narrows Bridge (summer 
2017).

TN, Whitestone toll 
lanes gone by fall 2017

Governor Cuomo announced on Wednesday, December 21, toll lanes will be removed in 2017 
from all MTA bridges throughout the state. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Anyone can deliver food, but when you order Tosca, you’ll experience the highest level of traditional Italian hospitality. We’ll bring our delicious homemade menu choices to you—
convenient, delectable, affordable. Tosca’s catering service provides you with the uncompromising taste and quality of menu and service in the comfort of your own specified locale.
You can create your own package, simply contact us for further inquiry and we’ll be happy to arrange your menu. Fast, free delivery and set–up. House accounts welcomed.

CATERING? LET TOSCA CATER YOUR NEXT HOME OR OFFICE EVENT

GRANDE S E R V E S  8 – 1 0  $ 1 7 5
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Party–Sized Trays Half trays feed approximately 
6 to 8 people. Full trays feed approximately 12 
to 15 people.

Fast, Free Delivery and Set-Up 
All orders are kept hot and ready– 
to–serve. Plates, napkins, table covers and 
eating/serving utensils included upon request.

GENEROSO S E R V E S  1 5 – 2 0  $ 3 7 5
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

OFFICE PARTY
· Vegetable Crudite
· Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with Grilled Chicken Breast
· Fresh Fruit Platter
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 1 8 5

NONNO MIA
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive,  Radicchio Salad
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 1 9 5

FAMILY STYLE
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted Peppers 
& Fresh Basil

· Clams Oreganata · Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 2 2 0

THE ITALIAN JOB
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
·  Fresh Baked Bread, Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 5 – 2 0  $ 3 2 5

GAME DAY
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti with Meat Balls
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 2 0 5

“Best spot 
for brunch in 

the Bronx”
Rated 2016

“Lovingly restored 1922 pizza oven”

“#1 Pizza In The Bronx”

“100 Best Italian
Restaurants”

C O A L - F I R E D  B R I C K  O V E N  P I Z Z A
R E S T A U R A N T  ·  B A R  ·  L O U N G E  ·  E V E N T S

4038 EAST TREMONT AVE. · AT MILES AVE. · THROGS NECK, BRONX, NY

FAST FREE DELIVERY 718.239.3300
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G    ·    C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P    ·    VA L E T  PA R K I N G 
T O S C A N Y C . C O M       T O S C A N Y C       T O S C A N Y C

WE ARE OPEN
CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY, 
NEW YEAR’S EVE & NEW YEAR’S DAY

S

saturday, december 31
8:30pm–1:30am

new year’s eve
—————————

—————————2o17
2 LEVELS OF MUSIC BY LIVE DJ 
COCKTAIL HOUR · FULL BUFFET

OPEN BAR · CHAMPAGNE
HATS AND NOISE MAKERS
COMPLIMENTARY PHOTOS

LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE
FREE VALET PARKING

FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

PRESALE $100
PER PERSON INCLUDES TAX 

AND GRATUITY, UNTIL DECEMBER 24,  
$120 WEEK OF DECEMBER 25–31

CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. 
SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY

7 1 8 . 8 6 3 . 6 3 6 3
T O S C A M A R Q U E E . C O M
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Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

$

 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A frame structure that has 

been in dire straights for al-
most a half dozen years is fi -
nally getting the attention it 
needs.

The two-story, multi-fam-
ily home located at 2717 Gif-
ford Avenue, which was dam-
aged by a massive fi re in 2010 
which resulted in a recent 
partial collapse, is currently 
in the process of being reno-
vated.

The house, which has been 
vacant since the fi re occurred 
back in November 2010, experi-
enced the collapse on Wednes-
day, December 7.

The damage was infl icted 
on  the western side of the 
house, which left gaping holes 
in its walls and roof, further 
compromising the property’s 
integrity and potentially put 
neighboring residents at risk.

Following the collapse, the 
FDNY requested an inspec-
tion of the property.

A permit was also issued 
for the property on Monday, 
December 12, which will re-
sult in structural repairs to 
the house’s fl oors, ceilings 
and some of its walls, which 

Gifford Ave. home being repaired after collapse

were destroyed in the fi re. 
Other walls, along with doors, 

windows, stairs and plumbing 
fi xtures, will be replaced, ac-

cording to the NYC Building 
Information System.

The house is currently be-
ing repaired by Queens-based 
JRS Construction & Expe-
diting Services, Inc. On-site 
construction workers did not 
wish to comment, but did say 
that the repairs would be com-
pleted within the next month 
or so.

The estimated total cost 
of these repairs will run just 
over $70,000.

The 3,000-plus square foot  
building, which was built in 
1910 and last sold for $342,000 
in July 2003, was recently pur-
chased in early December by 
Matthew Ahdoot, according to 
the BIS.

“That home has been in dis-
repair for years,” said Mary 
Jane Musano of the Water-
bury Lasalle Community As-
sociation, who passes by the it 
often. “Sometimes it’s boarded 
up - sometimes it’s open - but it 
has certainly been abandoned 
for a while.”

“It’s defi nitely a giant 
eyesore for this block,” said 
Kevin Heckman, a local resi-
dent who fi led the home as a 
zombie property with the NYS 

Department of Financial Ser-
vices. “When you’re passing 
through (Gifford Avenue), it’s 
hard to miss it.”

“The noise of the construc-
tion isn’t the most pleasant, 
but hopefully the process of 
fi xing up this home is mov-
ing forward,” said another 
nearby resident, who wished 
to remain anonymous. “Now 
we (the residents) won’t have 
to worry about the safety haz-
ard.”

The fi re in 2010 claimed 
the life of 60-year old Johanna 
Parliament, who was trapped 
in her basement apartment 
during the morning blaze. The 
inferno also injured two fi re-
fi ghters and three civilians.

The house, which was in 
the process of foreclosure at 
the time, was left open for a 
few weeks following the fi re. 
Its windows and doors were 
eventually boarded up by fi -
nancial service company 
GMAC ResCap, the mortgage 
holder, to prevent unlawful in-
truders.

As of press time, JRS Con-
struction & Expediting Ser-
vices, Inc. did not return a re-
quest for comment.

Construction workers from JRS Construction & Expediting Services, Inc. 
repair the west side  of the house. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Fifty-eight employees could be 

without jobs heading into the new 
year following a relocation of the long-
standing Bronx-based business Zero 
International.

Allegion, the new owner,  is mov-
ing the business to Indiana after it was 
based in the Bronx for 89 years.

Zero International, created in 
1927 by Hungarian immigrants, spe-
cialized in fi reproof, soundproof and 
smokeproof doors. 

Elias Wexler, the former Zero Inter-
national owner, sold the company to 
Allegion on April 1, 2015 and is upset 
how events have unfolded.

“I am sorry that this happened and 
it should not have happened,” said Wex-
ler, a Romanian native who bought the 
company in the 1980s.

When Wexler sold the company 
to Allegion for $20 million in 2015, he 
seemed hopeful about the company’s 
prospects moving forward.

He even wrote a personal note on 
his LinkedIn account explaining the 
move.

“Allegion’s acquisition of Zero, fi -
nalized on April 1, provides the re-
sources for Zero to grow and prosper 
in an increasingly competitive mar-
ketplace, while continuing to build 
on our core values of quality and 
service to our customers,” Wexler 
wrote.

According to Wexler, before selling 
the company, which was located in two 
adjacent buildings in the Bronx, as 
well as sites in  Ohio and North Caro-
lina, operations were so busy many of 
his employees were working second 
shifts. 

The note also said Wexler was sup-
posed to remain on staff as president 
emeritus and in a primarily advisory 
role for incoming Allegion personnel

However, things didn’t go accord-
ing to plan, said Wexler.

The former CEO was removed from 
his position in the fall 2015. 

Wexler said one day an Allegion 
representative came into his offi ce and 
said he had 30 minutes to leave.

“It was bizarre,” said Wexler who 
to this day does not know why he was 
asked to leave.

Allegion fi led a Worker Adjustment 
and Retraining Notifi cation with the 
NYS Department of Labor on Septem-
ber 1.

The document stated layoffs would 
begin on Tuesday, December 13. They 
will fi nish on Friday, February 10, 
2017.

According to Wexler, now the CEO 
at DeltrexUSA, he heard about the lay-
offs from his former employees.

“I’ve talked to about 30 to 40 per-
cent of the people [that worked there],” 
he said.

The former owner said Allegion 
promised to keep Zero International 
in the Bronx four at least four more 
years.

In addition, said Wexler, he leased 
the buildings to  Allegion for half the 
market rate so they’d have no reason 
to leave the Bronx.

The Bronx Times asked Allegion for 
a statement addressing its decision to 
relocate the business and the amount 
of consideration Allegion gave to the 
employees  who were losing their jobs.

“After reviewing the Zero busi-
ness and  its operations the company 
concluded that consolidating to our 
Indianapolis operations was in the 
best interest of the business,” said a 
spokesperson for Allegion. “The main 
drivers in reaching the decision were: 
effi ciency, managing and growing the 
Zero business, and improving the cus-
tomer experience.”

They added, “We appreciate and 
thank the people in the Bronx who are 
affected by this transition for their 
hard work and dedication.”

Allegion is a security solutiions 
company that specializes in both me-
chanical and electronic security mea-
sures.

Bronx fi rm moves 
to Indiana, jobs lost

415 Concord Avenue will no longer house Zero International - a company specializing in 
making fi reproof, soundproof and smokeproof doors - following a relocation of the com-
pany to Indiana. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

40 Precinct
Tuesday, December 20 at 9:50 a.m. --  

Police received a report of a robbery near Elton 
Avenue and East 157th Street. It was reported 
that three unknown people entered a 87-year-
old victim’s home by forcing their way inside. 
Once in, the victim was threatened with a knife. 
His home attendant was tied up in a bathroom.  
The people took about $10,000 in cash and fled 
the scene. 

42 Precinct 
Tuesday, December 20 at 8:24 p.m. -- 

Cops responded to a 911 call of a man shot near 
Crotona Park North and East 175th Street. When 
police officers arrived on the scene, they found 
a 24-year-old man with a gunshot wound to the 
back. 

EMS responded and transported the victim to 
St. Barnabas Hospital where he died. Police re-
port that an investigation was ongoing immedi-
ately following the incident. 

43 Precinct
Tuesday, December 20 at 2:48 p.m.  -- A 

robbery of a Chinese restaurant was reported 
to police. At the stated time, a black man de-
scribed as being close to six feet tall and 189 
pounds walked into the Great Wall Restaurant 
at 1179 Pugsley Avenue. The firearm was pointed 
at a 49-year-old male employee working behind 
the counter. The man took an unknown amount of 
money from the cash register and fled the scene. 
No injuries were reported. The man described by 
police was last seen wearing blue coat, gray hood-
ie, dark pants and dark shoes.

52 Precinct 
Friday, December 23 at 9:40 p.m. -- Cops 

responding to a 911 call found a dead man in-
side of 2916 Grand Concourse. The 49-year-old 
man was found unresponsive with no apparent 
trauma. EMS responded and pronounced the 
man dead. The medical examiner will determine 
cause of death. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
Three people died in a vehicle crash on the Cross Bronx Expressway on Tuesday, De-
cember 27. Five people were also injured in the incident, which occurred on the east-
bound roadway near Webster Avenue at approximately 5:45 a.m. Two tractor trailers, 
a sedan and a pick-up truck collided. Three men in the pickup truck died at the scene. 
The crash hampered the morning traffi c.              Photo by Edwin Soto

FATAL CRASH ON CROSS BRONX EXPRESSWAY
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* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 

Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 12/26/16.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

SIGN UP WITH AN EMAIL ADDRESS &

RECIEVE OUR UPDATES & SPECIALS

SUPERSTORE
WINE & LIQUOR

Throggs Neck Plaza Upstairs From Target 

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

FREE
PARKING

CHEERS TO A NEW YEAR

$17999

Perrier Jouet 
Belle Epoque

Perrier Jouet 
Grand Brut

Each

$4699 $6750

Veuve Clicquot
Brut

Veuve Clicquot
Rose

750 ml 750 ml
Each Each

$6099
Each

Ace of 
Spades Brut

Ace of 
Spade Rose

Each Each

Dom Perignon 
Brut 2006

Each

$5599

Moet Nectar 
Rose

Each

$5899

Moet Imperial 
Rose

Each

$4787

Moet Nectar

Each
$4159 $2999

Moet 
Imperial

Each

$249 $429

$17999
Each

$1499

Bartenura 
Sparkling Moscato 

& Rose

Each

$899

Veuve Du  
Vernay Brut

Each

$1199

Ice & Ice 
Rose

Each Each

$899

Tutella 
Prosecco

$1499 $1499

La Marca
Prosecco

Martini & 
Rossi Asti

Each Each

$4399

$8999

$4499

Patron Silver 

Belaire Rose 
Brut & LUX

Courvoisier 
VS

1.75 ml

750 ml

1.75 ml

Each

Each

Each

$3149

Bacardi Gold
 & Light

Malibu

Unbeatable
Price All 

Year Round

1.75 ml

$1799
Each

Each

$4999

$3299

Remy Martin 
VSOP

Kahlua

750 ml

1.75 ml

Each

Each

$5650

$1999

Grey Goose 
Vodka

Skyy
Vodka 

1.75 ml
Each

Each

$6609 $2999

Hennessy
VS

Absolut
 Vodka

1.75 ml

Each Each

Give The Gift Of Good Taste

1.75 ml

1.75 ml
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Blocking
Walmart

Dear editor,
Once again this holiday 

season, out of work, part time, 
single income, poor, seniors, 
working and middle class 
residents who were looking 
for reasonable priced holiday 
gifts had to pay more. This is 
thanks to elected offi cials who 
believe they know what is best 
for you.  Polls of ordinary New 
Yorkers continue resulting 
year after year and now de-
cade after decade to support 
the right of Walmart to open 
stores in  the Bronx, Queens, 
Brooklyn, Manhattan and 
Staten Island. Residents in 
the other 57 counties outside 
of NYC within New York State 
have had the option of shop-
ping or not shopping at Wal-
mart for decades. The same is 
true for virtually every other 
city and state. Only NYC is be-
hind the times.

NYC residents continue to 
be denied the opportunity to 
shop at Walmart due to excuses 
made by politicians along with 
numerous fellow liberal Dem-
ocratic Party elected offi cials 
and their union allies. 

Construction of a new Wal-
mart can provide work for 
construction contractors and 
their employees. Once opened, 
there are employment oppor-
tunities for many workers.   

Walmart is the nation’s 
largest private sector em-
ployer with over 1,200,000 
employees and growing each 
year. Tens of millions of 
Americans including many 
fellow New Yorkers own stock 
in Walmart. The same is true 
for the various retirement and 
pension plans many people 
participate in. Starting pay 
averages several dollars above 
the minimum wage for new 
employees around the nation. 
Promotional opportunities 
including training for higher 
paying managerial positions 
are common. They also offer 
health care and other benefi ts. 
Wal mart may actually pay 
higher salaries and offer more 
benefi ts than some of their 
competitors such as Target, 
K-Mart, Costco and BJs which 
are already here.

The free enterprise sys-
tem made our nation great. 
Economic growth and the cre-
ation of wealth comes from 
businesses— small and large. 
Consumers shopping at Wal-

mart get a bigger bang for the 
buck by being able to compare 
prices, quality and service to 
other stores.

Consumers have voted, 
with their feet, all over Amer-
ica making Walmart the num-
ber one retail merchant suc-
cess story it is today. It is time 
to allow Walmart the oppor-
tunity to compete in the NYC 
marketplace as well!

Larry Penner

Supporters
defend Walton

Dear editor,
In the December 23-29, 2016 

Bronx Times front page story 
about 49th Precinct C.O. Keith 
Walton, but there was zero 
coverage of the large outpour-
ing of support that took place 
at his December 14 court hear-
ing.  

A group of 30-35 residents, 
community leaders, clergy and 
uniformed personnel from the 
46th and 49th precinct showed 
up at 9 a.m. that Wednesday 
morning wearing shirts read-
ing “I’m with Walton”, holding 
up signs that said “NYPD 46th 
Precinct - Our Favorite Cap-
tain, Keith Walton for 2 years, 
2013-2015” and rallied outside 
of the courthouse until 11:30 
a.m. I was one of them.

The article said a lot about 
the indictment and allegations 
but nothing about this rally. 
Not one word.

Additionally, no one is 
shaming the complainant in 
this case or calling her a liar. 
We so-called ‘conspiracy theo-
rists’ are simply fi ghting back 
against a rush to judgment be-
ing levied at a man who has 
done much for the 4-9.

In America, you’re inno-
cent until proven guilty. I 
await the verdict.

Raphael Schweizer

Fight hate
with love

Dear editor,
The anger that teens, who 

were too young to vote, have 
towards Donald Trump stems 
from the fact that he is using 
his power as the president-
elect of the United States to 
perpetuate hate, hate that 
doesn’t stem from knowledge 
but hate that stems from igno-
rance. 

We all know that the insti-
tutional racism within Amer-
ica is profound and Trump, 

being the white, straight, cis-
gendered man that he is, has 
a lot more opportunity than 
those he adamantly discrimi-
nates against. 

The only thing that we can 
do is keep fi ghting hate with 
love. 

Amber Miranda

Dear editor,
We have heard and read so 

much about the Obama Leg-
acy and the goal of President 
Obama in his last year to pro-
tect his legacy.  

What legacy?
It’s not money, so it must be 

a gift President Obama is pass-
ing on to the American people 
that we will cherish for years 
to come? 

Is it energy independence? 
No longer dependent upon 
oil imports would be a fan-
tastic gift, no? Up in Alaska 
the Trans-Alaska Pipeline 
has run out of oil, running at 
about 30% capacity. 

The people of Alaska have 
been waiting for Obama to 
rule on issuance of oil leases.  
They got his answer. Same as 
Keystone and Dakota pipeline, 

Obama’s
legacy

the Obama Administration’s 
moved to permanently ban off-
shore oil and gas drilling in the 
Arctic and the Atlantic coast.   

The ban will be greeted 
with delight in Riyadh and 
Beijing, and most of all in Mos-
cow; it was a gift for Vladimir 
Putin! Not a gift for the USA.

Maybe it is an education 
legacy? President Obama 
killed funding for the D.C. Op-
portunity Scholarship Pro-
gram. He refused to sponsor 
a program to help low-income 
kids get a better education. As 
a two-term president cow tow-
ing to the teachers union, who 
for 8 years did absolutely noth-
ing for children in our urban 
centers, held prisoner in fail-
ing schools.  Neither school 
choice certainly or improved 
education is his legacy.

Is a strong military his 
legacy?  President Obama’s 
policies have demeaned and 
weakened what was the most 
powerful military in the 
world.  Military spending has 
dropped over $200 billion from 
his fi rst budget to his most re-
cent.  No, a strong military is 
defi nitely not Obama’s legacy.

So what is the Obama leg-
acy? Can someone help me out 
here? 

Carl J. Cannizzaro
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You are cordially invited to our
2017 New Year’s Eve

The Night Begins at 8pm

 

     718.892.3830
900 Morris Park Avenue Bronx, NY 10462

$100 PER PERSON

Includes tax & Gratuity
Formal dress code
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department of Health. 
Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).  ����������		�
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We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044

TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 

Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0

Contact us for eligibility and enrollment

info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A year after being named the 

worst landlord in New York City, 
Ved Parkash is still drawing the 
ire of his Bronx tenants over 
conditions in his buildings.

Members of the Parkash 
Tenant Coaltion, a group of ten-
ants from 11 of Parkash’s prop-
erties organized to fight the 
conditions at his apartments, 
gathered Monday, December 12, 
in front of the Bronx Housing 
Court on Grand Concourse to 
demand better maintenance at 
his sites.  

Parkash was ranked at the 
top of the list of the worst land-
lords in the city by the NYC Pub-
lic Advocate’s office in 2015. 

The 2016 list, released in Oc-
tober, saw Parkash drop to num-
ber five, with 257 units in four 
buildings accumulating 992 
NYC Housing and Preservation 
Development violations and 28 
NYC Department of Building vi-
olations. 

Altogether, his properties 
have accumulated over 2,300 vi-
olations in 11 of his 42 buildings 
in the Bronx, according to Hal 
Bergold of Community Action 
for Safe Apartments, a project of 
New Settlement Apartments. 

Tenants rally against infamous landlord 

 CASA helped organize 
the rally in coordination with 
Northwest Bronx Community 
and Clergy Coalition.

Among those tenants was 
Marta Melendez of 825 Gerard 
Avenue, who said that while re-
pairs had recently been done at 
her place, the apartment of her 
elderly next door neighbor was 
in much worse condition. 

“That apartment is disgust-
ing – there is mold in the bath-

room shower tiles. I feel sorry 
for that lady.”

Melendez also complained 
the hot water in the building 
was sporadic and that the inter-
com system is broken, making it 
impossible to let people into the 
building  safely.

Other properties owned by 
Parkash that have drawn com-
plaints from tenants include 
2675 Creston Avenue, 2125 Cru-
ger Avenue, 2487 Davidson Av-

enue, 180 E. 163rd Street, 58 E. 
190th Street, 750 Grand Con-
course, 2820 Sedgwick Avenue, 
1530 Sheridan Avenue, 2454 Tie-
bout Avenue and 835 Walton Av-
enue.

Parkash met with residents 
of those buildings on July 12 
and agreed to several accomo-
dations, such as cleaning and 
properly maintaining elevators 
in the buildings and to not ini-
tiate holdover evictions without 

first notifying tenants by certi-
fied mail. 

He also agreed to waive late 
fees when the rent is paid any-
time within the month it is due.

“Since that meeting, tenants 
have seen some cosmetic im-
provements, but many systemic 
issues, such as major water 
leaks and structural damage in 
ceilings remain,” said Bergold. 

The conduct of superinten-
dents is still eliciting complaints 
from tenants, he added. 

Superintendents curse at 
and harass tenants and threaten 
to call immigration services on 
them when they try to invoke 
their tenant rights, he said.

Parkash could not be reached 
for comment for this story. 

Ongoing complaints have not 
deterred Parkash from acquir-
ing new properties. 

He purchased two six-story, 
elevated buildings at 2899 and 
2905-2907 Kingsbridge Terrace 
for $2.5 million from Isidoros 
Sfikas according to Real Deal 
magazine.

The two apartment build-
ings are located near the Jerome 
Park Reservoir and house a to-
tal of 162 rent-stabilized apart-
ments. 

Tenants of buildings owned by Bronx landlord Ved Parkash protest before a meeting with the landlord on July 
12. They held a second rally December 12 in front of the Bronx Housing Court over living conditions in his prop-
erties. Silvio Pacifi co
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Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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The Clipper Crew 
would like to wish all our customers and their families 

a very Healthy and Happy New Year

Ring in the New Year at the Clipper

Dining Room will be open until 10pm
New Year’s Day 

Brunch 
11am til 3pm

New Year’s 
Dinner 

2pm til 10pm

JOIN US 

IN TOWN!!!

14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB $1995

PRIME RIB
TUESDAYS

SERVING GERMAN SPECIALTIES 
MONDAYS NOON TIL CLOSE

GERMAN
MONDAYS
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

DECEMBER EXTRAVAGANZA!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

December Special 10% 
of any treatment

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The borough president collabo-

rated with a hometown rap star - not 
in a song, but to give back to a local 
elementary school during the holi-
days.

On Tuesday, December 20, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. teamed up 
with rapper Fat Joe to announce the 
donation of 20 new desktop computers 
to P.S. 146 Edward Collins, the rap art-
ist’s alma mater.

The announcement of the computer 
donation was made in the school audi-
torium, where P.S. 146 elementary stu-
dents anxious awaited for the Bronx-
born and Bronx-bred rapper to make 
his appearance.

Fat Joe joined the BP Diaz and P.S. 
146 principal Ronald Laurent when he 
made the announcement to the stu-
dents about the new computers.

“This holiday season, Fat Joe 
wanted to give back to the youth of this 
borough, and I am very proud that he 
chose his alma mater, P.S. 176, to re-
ceive these new computers,” said Diaz, 
Jr. “We want to make sure that stu-
dents are getting the resources they 
need to advance and grow their techni-
cal skills and prepare them the best we 
can while at school.”

“The borough president (Diaz, Jr.) 
has been working very hard to up-

BP Diaz, Fat Joe donate 
computers to P.S. 146

lift the school system, but many of 
the schools are a step behind when it 
comes to updated resources,” said Jo-
seph Cartagena (Fat Joe’s real name), 
who graduated from the elementary 
school in the early 1980s.

“There is no better present than 
giving the youth the gift of learning - 
and that what we hoped to accomplish 
by providing these new computers to 
them,” he added.

The donation of the 20 Microsoft 
desktop computers, which will arrive 
at the school in the new year, was made 
in memory of Fat Joe’s younger sister, 
Lisa Cartagena.

Lisa, who was also a graduate of the 
elementary school, passed away as a 
result of an unsuccessful childbirth at 
Bronx Lebanon Hospital in the early 
2000s.

Under the rap name ‘Fat Joe’, Cart-
agena, who began his rap career in the 
early 1990s, has released 10 studio al-
bums and has reached the number one 
spot on the Billboard’s Hot Rap Songs 
chart twice in his career as a solo art-
ist. His 2004 song, ‘Lean Back’, with 
Remy Ma was ranked the number one 
song of the year on the Billboard’s US 
Rap Songs chart.

Fat Joe also worked on many proj-
ects with late Bronx rapper Big Pun, 
who passed away in 2000.

Diaz, Jr. and Fat Joe gather with faculty and students after the announcement. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce

Shop In Our 
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and Save 
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TOO TIRED TO COOK?
YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com
We Deliver to The 

Beach Clubs!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For 

Large Dinner Parties 
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

BUY 2 LARGE PIES & GET AN ORDER OF WINGS FREE
EAT-IN OR TO GO

PIZZA
SPECIAL

OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE AND NEW YEAR’S DAY
NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE AND NEW YEAR’S DAY

COME TRY OUR

DELICIOUS

MUSSELS!!!

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR 
FROM THE BRADY FAMILY

TRY OUR DELICIOUS RIB EYE STEAK!

MUSSELS!
STEAKS! 
CHOPS! 
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK

RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT BRADY’S
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

Clean Start HcG  
Weight Loss Program

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 

OUR CLEAN START 
PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

B
E

FO
R

E
A

FT
E

R

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Three students at J.H.S. 125 got 

early Christmas gifts thanks to a 
local police officer who returned 
to give back to her former middle 
school.

Police offi cer Kaminie Jeeuth, of 
the 46th Precinct, held an essay con-
test this fall for students at Henry Hud-
son Middle School.

Each student who participated 
had to write an essay on their goals 
for when they are older and how they 
planned to accomplish those goals.

Jeeuth would read each of the es-
says submitted and choose one winner 
from each grade.

The winners - Angelica Chandra-
dat from the sixth grade, Nishat Lina 
from the seventh grade, and Fadout-
mata Drammeh from the eighth grade 
- were each awarded a brand new Ama-
zon Kindle Fire.

Jeeuth also provided other partici-
pants with various types of books as a 
prize for participating.

She said it was hard to pick just 
three winners from the many essays 
she received.

“Ideally it was set up: three win-
ners, three tablets,” said Jeeuth. “How-
ever, as I kept reading through each 
one, I was like, ‘O my God, this is re-
ally good and this is really good.’”

Neelawattie Arjoon, assistant prin-
cipal at J.H.S. 125, also read the essays 
and shared Jeeuth’s feelings.

“When you read these essays some 
of them brought tears to my eyes,” said 
Arjoon. “‘Which one, which one?’ they 
all had something.”

Jeeuth, who attended the school 

from 1997 to 2001, was also impressed 
by the way in which the students were 
able to express themselves.

“To think kids this age - a lot of how 
they write is related to their personal 
situations,” said Jeeuth.

“When I was growing up, it wasn’t 
as common for kids to voice their opin-
ions, especially on paper,” she added.

Jeeuth grew up two blocks away 
from the school and attended P.S. 119 
which is right across the street.

She later went on to attend Lehman 
High School.

When asked why she wants to help 
give back to the youth, Jeeuth said, 
“They are our future.”

The Bronx Times received copies of 
each of the essays written by the con-
test winners.

Drammeh, the eighth grade win-
ner, said she hopes to be an interna-
tional spokesperson or a social justice 
lawyer when she gets older.

“To become an international 
spokesperson you have to sign up for a 
lot of programs and have a lot of expe-
rience,” said Drammeh.  “So hopefully 
with the tablet I can organize my ideas 
and look up places where I can go.”

Chandradat, the sixth grade win-
ner, hopes to be a teacher when she 
grows up.

“I enjoy learning lots of new things 
to become smarter,” she wrote in her 
essay. “If I become a teacher, I would 
be able to teach knowledge to children 
that are just as passionate as me.”

Lina, the seventh-grade winner, 
has her sights on becoming an activ-
ist, a doctor, and/or the fi rst female 
president.

49th Pct. police offi cer hosts 
middle school essay contest

Police offi cer Kaminie Jeeuth (right) and Police offi cer Felicia Diaz (left) stand with Nishat 
Lina (center), the seventh grade contest winner. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Legendary's Dining Room NOW OPEN
$5 Bar Sandwiches all Day    $7 Lunch Specials Everyday

Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Pints & Bottles 
Domestics $3  Imports $4

Well Drinks $4 

Apple, Dirty & Expresso Martinis $5

Legendary Bar and Grill    
3513 East Tremont Ave, Bronx, NY 10465

 718-822-0100
 Open Hours: 11:30 - 4:00am

Sunday Football
Beef Nachos $5 

Cheese Burger & Fries 
FREE HOT DOGS 

Monday 

50¢ Jumbo Wings All Day
 

12am - 2am FREE Buffet
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

CCCCCCOCOCOCOCOOOCOCOCOCCOCCCOCCCONSNNSNSNSNSSSNNNSSULTULTULTULTULTULTUU TUULTU TU TATIATIATIATIATIATITITTIATIATITATITTIIATIIIITIIIITIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONSNSNSNNNNNNNSNSSNNNNNNN

COMCOMCOMOMCOMCOMMMMOMMEE VE VE VEE VE IIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSIT ITIT IIT ITTTITT TITITTITTITT UUUUUUUUSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
IIIIIIIINNNNNNNNN O OU OUOUOU OU OUOOUUOO R RR RR RR RRRR R R NNNNNNNNNNEW EWEWEWEWEWEW EW EWEWEWWEWW WWWWWWWWWW 

MOMOMMOMOMOMOOOOOMOMOOOMOODDDDDDDEREREREEREREREREREREREREREREEREERERNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN O O O OOOOOOOOFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFIIIIIIIIIIICCCCCCCCCCCCEEE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVLL D.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARRE

Apply
Now!

NYSCAS

Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s 
and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area. 

Think college, think NYSCAS. A division of Touro College. 

 

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit: www.touro.edu

CHOOSE FROM CAREER-FOCUSED MAJORS INCLUDING:

Clement O.
B.A. | NYSCAS ’16

Customer Support Web Team
NYC Dept. of Transportation

←

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

855.21.TOURO (855.218.6876)    

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

212.463.0400 x5500

BY NUNZIO DEL GRECO
Professional Achievement

Completing my fi rst year as the new 
president and  of the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce has been exciting, chal-
lenging and rewarding. I enthusiasti-
cally lead this prominent organization 
to reach historic success for the direct 
benefi t of the current and future mem-
bership. I developed and expanded 
membership to the chamber and en-
hanced strategic partnerships with 
other organizations and companies for 
our mutual benefi t. 

Planning, coordinating and im-
plementing successful programs and 
events is one of my many strengths. The 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce has spon-
sored, hosted or co-sponsored over 65 
workshops, seminars and networking 
events for members, non-members and 
businesses in the Bronx since January 
2016. 

Each event was well attended and 
feedback from attendees and partici-
pants was very positive. I promote and 
encourage networking and business 
card exchanges at every setting. I fi rmly 
believe: “You never know where your 
next big deal is going to come from”. 

The positive messages and promo-
tion of the events resonated in the busi-
ness community. Over 100 new com-
panies joined the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce in the past 12 months.

Project With The Most Impact

Based on my experience and under-
standing of how to manage and strate-
gically grow an organization, I strongly 
believe it requires a current and up to 
date database and Membership Direc-
tory. While many organizations have re-
placed a printed or hard copy directory 
with an electronic or on-line version, I 
am an advocate of both the printed hard 
copy and the electronic version of the 
directory.

Without the luxury of time, I prefer 
to utilize the experience of other profes-
sionals in similar positions rather than 
attempting to “reinvent the wheel”. I 
visited with neighboring presidents and 
CEOs of Chambers of Commerce to ex-
amine how they operate regarding pro-
grams, services and membership direc-
tory. I requested and received a number 
of proposals from publishers to produce 
the fi rst annual membership directory 
for the Bronx Chamber of Commerce. 

My personal preference was to work 
with Rich Martinelli of Today Media. 
The board of directors of the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce unanimously 
approved the Today Media proposal 
at their March 2016 meeting.  I was de-
lighted to announce and promote that 
we have entered into a partnership with 
Today Media (publishers of the Brook-
lyn, Yonkers Chamber of Commerce 
and Westchester Business Council Di-
rectory) to produce the 2017 Bronx Busi-
ness Directory & Resource Guide for 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce.

I clearly see an important need and 
service being fulfi lled by producing the 
2017 Bronx Business Directory & Re-
source Guide. There is a lot of excite-
ment and very positive comments from 

current and new members that have re-
cently joined. They see and understand 
the value and benefi t of the printed di-
rectory. The 2017 Bronx Business Direc-
tory & Resource Guide will list all mem-
bers alphabetically and by category for 
referrals and new business contacts. 
The directory will also feature impor-
tant resource information. 

Supercharging Productivity 2017

Membership in 2017 will signifi -
cantly increase with the printing of the 
2017 Bronx Business Directory & Re-
source Guide delivery date of the end 
of January 2017. The directory will be 
distributed to more than 2,000 member 
businesses, new businesses, and select 
governmental offi ces. It will also be 
distributed at Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce events throughout the year.

Companies and businesses that 
were not included will join the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce and will make 
sure that they do not miss out on future 
editions. Advertising in the 2018 Bronx 
Business Directory & Resource Guide 
will also signifi cantly increase due to 
the exposure and benefi t it brings to the 
Bronx businesses and institutions and 
the referral business for small and mid-
sized companies. I can easily predict 
that company advertising will more 
than double for the 2018 edition.

Emerging Trends In 2017

My staff and I recently partici-
pated at the New York Business Expo 
(NYXPO) at the Jacob Javits Conven-
tion Center in Manhattan. Thousands 
of business owners, entrepreneurs, 
and professionals from throughout the 
greater New York metropolitan region 
attended the full day event of excellent 
seminars, workshops and trade show 
exhibitors. I love trade shows and net-
working. I spoke to hundreds of people. 
What I found most remarkable was that 
no one had anything negative to say 
about the Bronx! I only heard positive 
comments and questions about invest-
ment and development opportunities. 

I am very excited to be a leader in 
the continuing renaissance in our great 
borough and the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce. I look forward to your active 
membership and meeting you at some 
of our upcoming networking events. 
My vision is for our Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce to be one of the most infl u-
ential and successful organizations in 
Bronx County.

2016 Chamber of Commerce highlights
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Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it?
THEN PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Remember: At LJI We Always Pay High

PAWN YOUR JEWELRY

All Items Sold at Wholesale Prices!

DCA Lic# 1353627 718.931.1932

JEWELRY SALES

SCRAP

FinallyAn HONEST
Can Trust!

WE SELL

SILVER
10 AND

100 OZ BARS

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A locally based private practice 

medical network is ‘paying it forward’ 
by helping internationally trained 
doctors gain residencies at American 
hospitals. 

Grand Concourse-based Essen 
Medical Group, a network of 170 pri-
vate practice physicians founded by 
Dr. Sumir Sahgal, an Indian immi-
grant who has practiced medicine in 
the borough for over 20 years, held 
their International Medical Graduate 
Symposium at NYC Health + Hospitals 
/ Jacobi Medical Center on Wednes-
day, December 14. 

IMGs played a key role in growing 
Essen from a single offi ce in 1999 to a 
network of 170 doctors in private prac-
tice today, said Dr. Sahgal.

The third-annual IMG Symposium 
is an effort to ‘pay it forward’ by help-
ing IMGs pursue their dreams in the 
midst of a critical doctor shortage in 
the United States, he said. 

“As the number of IMGs have in-
creased, the number of residency spots 
really has not increased as much as 
the need for doctors and primary care 
physicians,” said Sahgal, adding that 
this effects both IMGs and American-
trained physicians.  

The high cost of training doctors 
in their residency years within hos-
pitals, totaling close to $500,000 per 
doctor and the quality of U.S. medical 
graduates can make competition fi erce 
for IMGs seeking a hospital residency 
program, he said. 

At the conference, Essen Health 
Care’s Dr. Shervin Mortazavi pre-
sented information about a new effort 
that the company is undertaking that 
could benefi t qualifi ed IMGs by offer-
ing workforce experience: a clinical 
clerkship program. 

“In a fi eld that is becoming very 
competitive, having a hands-on U.S. 
clinical internship can be a game-

Essen Medical network 
opens doors for IMGs 

changer,” said Mortazavi. 
Much of the symposium focused 

on ways that the IMGs can build up 
their resumes, as well as interview 
preparation and learning medical 
lingo popular in the United States, 
said Sahgal.

With 15,000 foreign doctors not get-
ting placement in American residency 
programs each year, a number that he 
expects to grow, there is a lot of medi-
cal talent that could be used in the bor-
ough, said Sahgal. 

Frequently, IMGs, many with 
prestigious medical credentials from 
abroad, work at menial jobs because 
they cannot fi nd the help they need to 
enter the medical fi eld in the United 
States, he said. 

They often train for other medical 
careers that do not require a lengthy 
residency, like nurse practitioners or 
doctor assistant, he added. 

“We want to create a platform where 
the information can be disseminated 
to these international medical grad-
uates,” said Sahgal, adding “We feel 
that there is a huge need right now, so 
if organized medicine does not fi ll it, it 
would be people who make a business 
out of it.” 

Speakers at the symposium in-
cluded Dr. Prang Mehta, senior vice 
president of the Department of Medi-
cine at Methodist Hospital; Dr. Amit 
Saxena who directs Essen’s Nursing 
Home division; Dr. David Jakubowicz, 
president of the Bronx County Medical 
Society. 

In addition to the conference at Ja-
cobi, Essen established a non-profi t 
called NYREACH to engage partners 
and provide workforce training that 
could benefi t IMGs, said Sahgal. 

NYREACH has established a pri-
mary care training program with Le-
hman College that can help IMGs be-
come nurse practitioners and stay in 
the medical fi eld, he said. 

Dr. Sumir Sahgal, president and CEO of Essen Health Care (c), speaks to the international 
medical students who are seeking training at the Jacobi Medical Center symposium on 
Wednesday, December 14. Photo courtesy of Essen Health Care
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                       “Your community is your business.”   
          ~ Gene DeFrancis  

                                   Director, AIM Association 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the following merchants who contributed to this year’s Holiday Lights. 

Please support these local merchants who support our community. 
 

�������	�
���������������������������������������������������������
����� ��������� �!�����"������#����$�%��!!��&����
���������'�������(�������'����������'����������)�

��
����!��*��������� ����		����+���������#�����$�,��!������������������(���"�)�&�-�������������
'� ������������������(�������.�%� /#������0��������1�	����%����/��!������&�2#��������

�(�����#������  �����������'#�#���3� �����"� ���!(�����		����������%������������������������
"���� �4����$�&�2#�����+35����������*�/������&#����6�+������������������� ������!�������
&��������������%��������%������(������������'���������,��������������������������"������

,��6��(���"���������'������� ���*�/�����������������������#��������������������+��������������
���6�����#����!����������������3����������������7�����5/��!����89:����������&�2#�����

4��(�%��!(�%����������� ���������#�����������������������(�����;���3#��,�6�����/���;�3�,� �����
��-�����5/��!�����0�!(����3��������+�������9<���,�#�����������������$�"� �����(������

��������������������!��� ��
�

�������������	
��������

��������������
����
�������
����
�����
�����

�
�
�
�

� ����#����=�������������!�����> ���)!� �



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DEC. 30, 2016-JAN. 5, 201724    BTR

LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

(Left) Bruce is an 8 month old brindle Whippet/Pit 
Bull mix who was originally brought to our shelter 
as a boarder. However, his owner never returned for 
him. He has lots of puppy energy and needs someone 
with experience and patience. displays no form of ag-
gression and is an overall well-behaved dog. He just 
needs the usual puppy training such as walking on 
leash and basic commands, which our trainers and 
volunteers are currently working on, and he’s re-
sponding very well to it. 

(Right) DJ is a 2 year old orange and white domes-
tic short hair cat. Very friendly.

New Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 
Newbold Avenue. To adopt any of these pets, email 
newbeginninganimalrescue@gmail.com or call 347-
691-3282.

UP FOR ADOPTION

In the matter of ULURP # C160200 MMX, Union-
port Bridge City Map Change, involving the modifi ca-
tion of legal grades in Bruckner Boulevard between 
Zerega Avenue and Brush Avenue in Bronx Commu-
nity Board 10 and Bronx Community Board 9, a joint 
Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, January 10, 
2017 at 7 p.m. at Monsignor Scanlan High School, Caf-
eteria, 915 Hutchinson River Parkway.

For additional information contact Bronx Commu-
nity Board 10, 3165 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 
10465, (718) 892-1161, bx10@cb.nyc.gov or Bronx Com-
munity Board 9, 1967 Turnbull Avenue, #7, Bronx, NY 
10473, (718) 823-3034, bx09@cb.nyc.gov.

- Public Hearing -

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Wow, I almost for-

got Marge from St. 
Theresa, Sue from my 
job and Emma from 
American Turners for 
always reading and be-
ing good Americans. Thanks.

Remember, Support the Troops is not just for holi-
day goodies, the boxes contain items needed by fi eld 
units so please remember to save those little soaps, 
shampoos, tissues etc.  Items for females too.  Can’t 
wait to turn Aunt Cathy loose on the elected offi -
cials who were supposed to see about special reduced 
postal costs to ship these items. Reduced?  Should be 
free. And thanks to the mystery man who drops items 
off at my job, bless you sir.

Our next 253 meeting will be the 3rd Sunday, at 
the Turner Club.  Starts with coffee at 10:30 a.m. and 
remember, parking at their lot at the corner of Philip 
Avenue.

Sick Bay: Hey, Doc Paul from Post 620, we all hope 
you are feeling better. Prayers too for Jim H. from 
Post 19 who is still recovering.

Until next time:  Merry Christmas. Thanks for a 
fantastic 2016, let’s continue with bigger and better 
activities for an even greater service year in 2017.  We 
have to, so many depend on us.
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The Wicked Wo

Delivery Service Available 10
PLASMA TVs

NEW YEAR’S DAY

BRUNCH

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Ring In 2017 At The Wolfg

CELEBRATE
New Years Eve with

Come Party with the

neighborhood
No cover, Buffet and Champagne at
Midnight and hats and noisemakers

Galore...

Just a reminder that we
have parking available in the

service station next door

We Would Like To
Wish Everyone A 

HAPPY & HEALTHY
NEW YEAR

$35 INCLUDES

Appetizer, Soup and Salad, Entree, Dessert, Coffee/Tea

New Year’s Eve Dinner At The Wolf

$1995
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Lehman College of the City Uni-

versity of New York and EON Real-
ity Inc., the world leader in Virtual 
Reality based knowledge transfer for 
industry, education, and edutainment 
announced the establishment of an In-
teractive Digital Center (IDC) as part of 
the college’s School of Continuing and 
Professional Studies. This IDC will 
support the training of new Virtual 
and Augmented Reality professionals 
as well support the development of VR 
and AR applications that will assist in 
teaching Lehman’s students. The new 
program will be housed in the Col-
lege’s satellite campus, CUNY on the 
Concourse.

As established industries continue 
to be disrupted by technological ad-
vances, workers who have been dis-
placed will need retraining to fi nd 
a new trade. The Virtual and Aug-
mented Reality industries are quickly 
growing and require an infusion of 
talent to meet the market’s demands, 
which some project to be around $150 
billion by 2020. Additionally, EON Re-
ality’s seventeen years of experience 
in using Virtual Reality for training 
and education will empower Lehman 
to create VR learning modules to help 
train workers for other industries.

 The fi rst phase of the IDC is a Vir-
tual Reality and Augmented Reality 
training facility and development lab, 
which will train future VR and AR 
professionals. Students will engage in 
a yearlong program that involves three 
months of classroom training followed 
by seven months of project-based learn-
ing that includes project work done for 
real customers. Additionally, the facil-
ity will include an Icube Mobile, a four-
wall immersive Virtual Reality room, 
that will enable the students to experi-
ence and test their creations.

The IDC will open in the second 

quarter of 2017 and is now accepting 
applications. For more information 
visit: www.eonreality.com.

* * *

Sanitation Commissioner Kath-
ryn Garcia announced that the New 
York City Department of Sanita-

tion begins its annual Christmas tree 
curbside collection program on Tues-
day, January 3. The program will run 
through Saturday, January 14, 2017, 
weather permitting.

 City residents should remove all 
stands, tinsel, lights and ornaments 
before putting trees out for collection. 
Clean, non-bagged Christmas trees 
left on the curb between Tuesday, Jan-
uary 3 and Saturday, January 14, will 
be chipped, mixed with leaves, and re-
cycled into rich compost for the city’s 
parks, institutions, and community 
gardens.

 The Department of Sanitation col-
lected more than 214,000 Christmas 
trees for “tree-cycling” after Christ-
mas 2015.

NYC Parks provides additional op-
tions for tree-cycling via their annual 
MulchFest event which will be held on 
Saturday, January 7 and Sunday, Jan-
uary 8 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at nearly 
80 locations across the city. Partici-
pants may bring a bag to take home 
mulch for use in personal gardens. 
Those not able to attend MulchFest can 
use NYC Parks’ drop-off sites, which 
are accepting trees Saturday, Decem-
ber 31 through Sunday, January 8. To 
fi nd chipping sites or drop-off loca-
tions, visit nyc.gov/parks and search 
“MulchFest.” Remove all lights, orna-
ments, decorations and netting from 
trees before attending the events.

 For more information on Christ-
mas tree collection and recycling or 
MulchFest, visit www.nyc.gov/dsny, 
www.nyc.gov/parks or call 311.

New Interactive Digital 
Center at Lehman College

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

The body of a former DeWitt Clinton High School science teacher who was fi red in 2012 
for having sex with a 17-year-old student was found in an upper Manhattan apartment, 
along with the corpse of their four-year-old son. Felicia Barahona and her son Miguel 
Barahona were both found dead in their apartment on West 153rd Street The former 
boyfriend and child’s father was arrested..             Photo by Edwin Soto

FORMER TEACHER AND CHILD FOUND DEAD

FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes

All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:

January 5th from 2-6pm 

January 6th from 10am-2pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  

January 3rd at 10am SHARP

For more information, please call:

Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  

Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA

New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program

www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, the teachers and children from P.S. 89 with the tree they 
decorated.

The children and teachers from P.S. 47 with the holiday tree they decorated.

The children and teachers from P.S. 205 with the tree they decorated. Andre, from P.S. 279, decorates the tree with his ornament.

New York Botanical Garden staff, children and teachers from P.S. 279 with the holiday tree 
they decorated.

Elizabeth Figueora, NYBG director of commu-
nity relations and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. 

Ashley, from P.S. 279, decorates 
the tree with a hand-crafted or-
nament at the New York Botani-
cal Garden.

Jayleen, from P.S. 205, 
decorates the holiday 
tree with her classmates.

The New York Botanical Garden’s annual Children’s Holiday Tree Garden events took place over three days on December 14, 16 and 20.  Students from borough schools got to make 
their own ornament and place them on a holiday trees representing their schools.  Elected offi cials joined the children in decorating the trees.  The participating schools included 
Van Nest Academy, P.S. 54, P.S. 30, P.S. 66, P.S. 175, P.S. 47, P.S. 205, P.S. 279, P.S. 89, P.S. 21, and St. Raymonds.  According to NYBG, elected offi cials who attended the the event were 
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, Senator Gustavo Rivera, Councilman James Vacca, Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, Congressman Joseph 
Crowley, Councilwoman Annabel Palma, Councilman Ritchie Torres, Councilman Fernando Cabrera, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Senator Jeff Klein. 
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 9- 9PM
SATURDAY 9-6PM • SUNDAY 12-5P

 STORE HOURS:

 present ad at signing. Must tak
$13,551.15; 2017 Accord LX 4DR: $13,674.30; 2017 Civic LX 2.0 4DR: $12,836.00. $97.50 doc fee ($75 DMV, $10 Inspection, $12.50 

p
tire). Lessee respons

USED CAR SUALL MAKES & MODELS 
AVAILABLE!

Bank 
Fee!

Destination
Fee!

Prep
Fee!

1st 
Payment!

The All New 
2017 Honda 

CR-V 
In Stock Now!

It’s Here!
w

w!!

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score).
36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 

( )(

($0 Down Payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. 
pp

Payment.) plus Taxes & DMV fees.10K Miles/Yr, 
( yy

.15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
y ) py ) p

• Automatic • Rear View Camera  
• Bluetooth • Alloys 

• Model # CR2F3HEW

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^

ACCORD LX 4DR
NEW 2017 Honda

O 3 O

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score).
36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 

( )(

($0 Down Payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. 
pp

Payment.) plus Taxes & DMV fees.10K Miles/Yr,
( yy

.15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
y ) py ) p

• Automatic • Rear View Camera 
• Bluetooth • 5-Inch Color 

Screen LCD • Model #FC2F5

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^

CIVIC LX 2.0 4DR
NEW 2017 Honda 2 D A2 D A

TO 

YEAR
CLEAR
COUNT

$15,995
Auto, STK# 

HU10557, 12K MI,

$21,346
Auto, STK#

HU10543, 27K MI

$22,7
HU

$15,855
Auto, STK#

HU10535, 37K MI

$11,995
Auto, STK#

HU10559V, 19K MI
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ondaOfNewRochelle.com  

EXIT 15 OFF I-9525 EAST MAIN STREET
NEW CAR SHOWROOM

200 MAIN STREET
USED CAR SHOWROOM

888.409.3688 888.409.3687PM

ke immediate delivery from in stock units only. No two offers can be combined. No prior deals apply. Residuals: 2016 CR-V LX AWD: $15,627.00; 2016 HR-V LX AWD:
sible for repairs, maintenance excess wear and tear and excess miles of 10k per year at the rate of .15¢ each additional mile. Offers expire 1/3/17. #BT1230

UPERSTORE OVER 170 CARS IN-STOCK 
READY TO GO!

    

 9 YEARS

*BAB SAA EDONAMERICAC NHonda
2015 VOVV LUME NEWEE CAC R SAS LES

XANDWESE TSS CTT HE
STSS

ETT
R.

da 200700 -202 15 VOVV LUME NEWEE CAC R SAS LAA ESFOFF RTHEBRONXNN A
IN A RO W!

Honda Dealer1# HHH dddd DDDDD
Volume

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

NEW 2016 Honda

CR-V AWD
• Automatic • Rear View Camera  
• Bluetooth • Front Side Airbags 

• Model #RM4H3GEW

NEW 2016 Honda

HR-V  AWD
Automatic • Backup Camera

• USB Audio Interface • Remote Entry 
• Alloy Wheels • Model # RU6H3GEWPER MONTH / 36  MO†^

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due atWi h E ll C di S (720 S ) 36 M h L T l D
Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes

( )( )

fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
( y y )( y y )

yy
With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due atWith E ll t C dit S (720 S ) 36 M th L T t l D t

Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes 
( )( )

& DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
p ( y y )p ( y y )

 **Valued at $ 595.00 Consumer 
is responsible to report and pay all 

applicable taxes on included Remote 
Starter. Aftermarket remote starter 
installed after purchase.  No two 

offers can be combined.  Included 
with advertised vehicles only.  Must 

be in-stock vehicle.  Photos used for 
illustrative purposes only.

Included With Purchase or Lease of 
Any Advertised New Vehicle Today!

Remote Starter!**
y p¢

r 
ll 

ote
er 

N

wo 
cluded

nly.  Mus
used f
y

. Payme
Mile. No Security

yy
y

r 

d 
st 
for 

Just In Time 
FOR THE NEW YEAR!

Inception:
& DMV 

pp

A Y SA Y S
GO!

R END 
RANCE
TDOWN

$16,681
Auto, STK# 

HU10442, 3K MI,

$18,250
Manual, STK#

HU10428, 29K MI

733
Auto, STK#
10558, 13K MI,

$28,439
Auto, STK#

HU10548, 45K MI,

$25,772
Manual, STK#

HU10597, 16K MI
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The concept of ‘fake news’ 

should be obvious: reporting 
which is not based on facts. 
But in the absurd world of 
America’s biased media, fake 
news has been the term ap-
plied to reporting which chal-
lenges the prevailing political 
beliefs held by the ‘establish-
ment’ media.

Pamela Geller notes that 
“The left-wing elites…are in 
one of their fi ctional publicity 
campaigns that they masquer-
ade as urgent news. Their lat-
est terror is fake news sites. 

The New York Times re-
ported shortly after the elec-
tion that Google and Face-
book ‘have faced mounting 
criticism over how fake news 
on their sites may have infl u-
enced the presidential elec-
tion’s outcome.’ That was 
fake news in itself: fake news’ 
didn’t infl uence the presiden-
tial election’s outcome, all too 
real news about the wrong di-
rection in which our nation 
was headed under Barack 
Obama did. Nevertheless, the 
Times said that ‘those com-
panies responded by making 
it clear that they would not 
tolerate such misinformation 
by taking pointed aim at fake 
news sites’ revenue sources.’ 

If a blogger or news writer 
gets a story wrong, does that 
designate him or her, or his or 
her site, as fake news? If that’s 
the case, they’ll have to shut 
down the New York Times, the 
Los Angeles Times, the Boston 
Globe, ABC News, NBC News, 
CBS News, CNN, etc. They get 
things wrong all the time. Ev-
ery article written about my 
colleagues, my work, or my-
self is fake. Most of what they 
wrote and didn’t write about 
the Orlando mass slaughter 
at the gay nightclub was dis-
information and deception… 
is an end-run around the First 
Amendment, and it’s disas-
trous. 

It is indeed true that Fa-
cebook has too much power, 
but banning ‘fake news’ sites 
is hardly the solution. That’s 
Zuckerberg’s fi x-it? It would 
be funny if it weren’t so Hitle-
rian. Facebook has too much 
power. Its news curators, 
mini-Goebbelians — are more 
frightening than Kafka’s an-
tagonists.”

Adam H. Johnson, writing 
in The Nation  reports that “…
Over the past month, three 
separate lists of “fake news” 
websites—boosted and shared 
by major media outlets, jour-
nalists, and pundits—have 

gone viral, despite the fact 
that all three lists included 
legitimate outlets well within 
the mainstream…[the] black-
list included “WikiLeaks and 
the Drudge Report, as well as 
Clinton-critical left-wing web-
sites…[and] libertarian ven-
ues.”… While many who legit-
imately think fake news is a 
problem … this story is a prob-
lem in search of evidence..”

Clearly, there is an agenda 
being pursued by those who 
claim to be concerned about 
news sites they label as fake.  
Johnson notes: “Those want-
ing to proceed with plans to 
curate and monitor informa-
tion online—a long held im-
pulse of all governments—
are using the specter of ‘fake 
news’ as a PR bludgeon to jus-
tify these broader efforts. 

On November 29, The 
Washington Post’s David Ig-
natius relayed that the US 
State Department was work-
ing on plans to protect ‘the 
truth,’ including fl oating the 

idea of a ‘global ombudsman 
for information.’ The trou-
bling effects of such efforts, as 
anyone who’s operated outside 
the mainstream of acceptable 
political opinion will tell you, 
cannot be overstated. One rea-
son so many blue-checkmark 
pundits refl exively share fake-
news blacklists—despite them 
having numerous false posi-
tives—is because they, them-
selves, have never held an 
opinion that veers too far off 
the editorial page of The New 
York Times.”

The overt, biased agenda 
of media actors propagating 
the fake news concept is crys-
tal clear.  As outlined by the 
Daily Caller: “A list of fake 
news sites compiled by a lib-
eral college professor — a list 
that was uncritically accepted 
and distributed by some lib-
eral journalists — included 
top right-of-center sites like 
Independent Journal Review 
(IJR) and The Blaze alongside 
objectively fake sites. 

Left-leaning media organi-
zations like the Los Angeles 
Times and New York magazine 
distributed the list to their 
readers. One website that the 
Washington Post labeled fake 
news — without providing a 
single piece of evidence — is 

threatening to sue the Post 
for defamation, after being in-
cluded on a similar list. In an 
article last summer, liberal 
New York Magazine writer 
Brian Feldman tried to argue 
that ‘conservative news’ and 
fake news are the same thing. 
That some liberal journal-
ists are lumping in legitimate 
news organizations alongside 
objectively false sites while at 
the same time calling for cen-
sorship of fake news has lead to 
concerns that the crackdown 
on fake news sites — the actual 
infl uence of which remains un-
known — will be used by liber-
als to censor their conserva-
tive competitors.”

The overwhelming im-
pulse on the part of those in a 
position of authority–whether 
in government or those con-
trolling major media sources-
is to control what the public 
gets to know.  Labeling those 
who publish information that 
is embarrassing to those in 
power as purveyors of fake 
news is merely the latest ex-
cuse to exercise censorship.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
The Christmas holiday 

weekend is over, everyone has 
either gone home or gone to 
work and the house has a si-
lence that I haven’t heard in 
what seems like weeks.  With-
out the occasional bark from 
one of my dogs as a leaf fl ies 
by the front door, I would have 
complete silence as my break-
fast music.  

This year I hosted our fam-
ily for Christmas Eve dinner.  
While we are Italian, and ex-
pecting the traditional Feast 
of the Seven Fishes, some of 
our family members are not 
and also don’t eat fi sh, which 
is why I have never been able 

to host this meal for my fam-
ily.  I put my foot down this 
year and promised that when 
planning the menu, I would 
keep this in mind.  

Without boring you with 
the details, the successes of 
the evening were the fact that 
my Swiss German sister-in-
law ate duck prosciutto and 
two types of venison soppre-
sata, hot and sweet.  We told 
her the prosciutto was duck 
and that we had made it, but 
all I said about the dried sau-
sage was, “this is hot and this 
is sweet”.  She really liked it 
and my brother decided that it 
would be best if we didn’t tell 
her.  

I made fresh pasta a few 
days before and tried my 
hand at my mother in law’s 
recipe for Red Crab Sauce.  I 
had a batch of my Roasted To-
mato Sauce in the freezer, so 
I served that as an alternate 
for ‘those who don’t eat fi sh’.  
That was the other success, 
topped off by my sister in law’s 
nephew, who’s lived in Europe 
most of his life, to remark 

that the bowl of pasta with the 
roasted tomato sauce was the 
“best bowl of pasta I have ever 
had”.

For the main course, I 
grilled up a bunch of eye 
round steaks and broiled a few 
nice fi lets of monkfi sh.  The 
steaks were delicious after 
tenderizing in the fridge for a 
week, seasoned with salt and 
pepper and grilled for three 
minutes each side.  I had never 
made monkfi sh and I usually 
don’t experiment on impor-
tant meals like this, but I had 
heard it was like “poor man’s 
lobster” and was pretty easy 
to just season and broil.  

I got the monkfi sh from the 
CSA and I have to say that they 
were beautifully cleaned and 
trimmed and all I had to do 
was toss with olive oil, season 
with salt and pepper and broil 
for a total of 15 minutes (these 
were nice sized pieces). There 
were a few smaller pieces that 
we cooked on Christmas day; 
those took only ten minutes 
on the grill pan on top of the 
stove.  Either way, I would to-
tally recommend this fi sh, es-
pecially if you have a shellfi sh 
allergy and love lobster. 

I love this week between 
holidays, when lots of people 
are home from school or on va-
cation and things are so quiet.  
My husband always used to 

take vacation during this 
week, but the shop he runs 
now doesn’t close for the holi-
day, so off to work he’s gone for 
the last three years.  In his ab-
sence, I have used this time to 
get some end of year stuff done 
and that has always included a 
year end refl ection in my col-
umn.  

It’s been a tumultuous year 
and, ever the recovering pes-
simist, I fi nd myself looking 
forward to the changes that 
the year will bring.  With the 
change in the President’s of-
fi ce and an incoming admin-
istration, I have noticed that 
the more progressive advo-
cates, non profi ts and non gov-
ernmental organizations are 
gearing up for the impending 
changes or simply for a fi ght.  
This is normal, the same thing 
that the conservative groups 
did upon President Obama’s 
election.  The only difference 
is that we now live in a world 
so connected to social media 
and instant news that we have 
forgotten how to be intellec-
tual and discerning in what 
we believe as the truth.  

     I hope that in the coming 
year, we remember decency 
and that we are all Ameri-
cans, all unique individuals, 
all immigrants and all loved.  
Be the change you want to see 
in the world.

PHOTOGRAPHER?
The Bronx Times Reporter 
is Looking for Freelance 
Photographers to cover 
the Bronx. Car Required!

If Interested, Call

718-260-4593
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Frank Carpenter (l) and Aggie Carpenter with their tree. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Wilcox Avenue got brighter this holiday season when Frank Carpenter once-again decorated 
a 29-foot-tall tree in front of his home.  The tree, which Carpenter and his father planted 
in 1978, has more than 1,200 lights, 175 ball-shaped ornaments and about 50 various other 
kinds of ornaments. The tree is located at 745 Wilcox Avenue. 

WILCOX AVE.TREE BRIGHTENS THROGGS NECK

Our Lady of the Assumption School in Pelham Bay held an all-day Zumbathon to raise funds 
and awareness for male breast cancer in October.  The students raised $583 for the Male 
Breast Cancer Coalition which they gave to the organization in a recent check presentation.  
The coalition seeks to educate, enlighten and engage ordinary people and the medical com-
munity in a nationwide initiative to draw awareness to male breast cancer. 
   (l-r, students) Anthony Malshyti, Salvador Duran, Nikolaj Koby, Angel Rodriguez III, Saman-
tha Zadrima, Natalie Hernandez, Madison Robustello and Taylor Conlon (l-r, adults) Frankie 
Como, Michael Singer, John-Paul Barnaba and Patty Singer. 
 Photo courtesy of The Male Breast Cancer Coalition

OLA RAISED FUNDS FOR BREAST CANCER

Children at Astor Services and Families’ program at P.S. 352 got gifts in time for the holiday season on Tuesday, December 20.  The giveaway, now in its seventh year, came courtesy of Run-
2Live Foundation and Stephen Jackson and his family.  About 40 children received gifts in an effort to show the children that the world cares about them and to spread holiday season joy. 

RUN2LIVE DONATES TO CHILDREN AT ASTOR SERVICES AND FAMILIES’ PROGRAM

Members of Run2Live, Astor Services for Children & Families, and children in the Astor Services Program at P.S. 352 enjoyed the holiday party Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Morris Park Community Association members 
join Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, along with rep-
resentatives of the 49th Precinct and the Bronx 
Times at the festive holiday gathering. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Morris Park Community Association host-
ed a holiday party at its headquarters on Fri-
day, December 16.  Elected offi cials including 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and 80th As-
sembly Female District Leader Andrea Siegel 
attended the festive holiday event celebrating 
the community and the season.

MPCA HOSTS ANNUAL
 HOLIDAY PARTY
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I
t was the year of Poke-
mon Panic — any toy that 
gets kids outside must be 

stopped! — and the year a 
Florida school cancelled its 
“Powder Puff” all-girl foot-
ball game, suggesting the 
girls bob for apples instead. 
It was the year that we saw 
the fi rst academic study of 
bouncy house tempera-
tures — ”something that no 
one had really examined in 
the published literature,” 
according to one of the re-
searchers. Imagine that.

But in all, it was a partic-
ularly great year for busy-
bodies.

A video of a man scream-
ing at a woman who popped 
into the gas station while 
her kid waited in the car 
went viral — who could re-
sist mom-shaming like that? 
— as did a video of parents 
getting their food at a buf-
fet while their baby waited 
at the table. Why, that child 
could have vaporized while 
they got their spare ribs!

Cops asked one mom to 
leave a football game be-
cause onlookers thought 
her baby looked cold, while 
another mom’s kids were 
ordered to undergo a phys-
ical because she let them 
wait in the minivan while 
she got a Starbucks — an 
errand that took three whole 

minutes. 
And my friend Julie Gun-

lock, a writer in D.C., got 
chewed out by an FBI agent 
for running in to get a ro-
tisserie chicken while her 
boys, 9, 7 and 5, waited 
in the car. She certainly is 
Public Enemy #1.

And then there were 
these stories:

1) The police chief of 
New Albany, Ohio, helpfully 
revealed the age that kids 
are old enough to start go-
ing outside on their own: 16. 
“I think that’s the threshold 
where you see children get-
ting a little bit more free-
dom.”

2) Local television news 
in Fargo, North Dakota, 
reported that a mom “felt 
scared” at the grocery be-
cause she kept running into 
the same couple in several 
aisles, “And when I went 
to the checkout they were 
right there.” Yep.

3) Kids at the Learning 
Collaborative, a pre-school 
in a disadvantaged neigh-
borhood of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, were not allowed 
to play on their new swings 
because the grass and dirt 
underneath are “too dan-
gerous.” First the school 
must raise $1,100 to replace 
the grass with six-inch-
deep mulch.

4) The Beaverton, Or-
egon, library will not allow 
children under 10 on the 
premises unless “within 
sightlines of parents” at all 
times. If an “adult-respon-
sible caregiver cannot be 
located within fi ve minutes, 
library staff will call the Bea-
verton Police Department.”

5) A 14-year-old Iowa 
girl, “Nancy Doe,” took two 
racy pictures of herself — 
one in a sports bra and boy 
shorts, one braless, but 
with her hair covering her 
breasts — and texted them 
to a boy. A few weeks later, 

she was accused of sex-
ual exploitation of a minor: 
herself.

6) The Center for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion advised all women 
who are not on birth con-
trol not to drink any al-
cohol until they reach 
menopause. Explained 
Princeton sociologist 
Elizabeth Mitchell Arm-
strong, “The idea is that 
any woman of reproduc-
tive age should be treated 
as potentially pregnant at 
all times.”

7) Rhode Island legisla-
tors introduced a bill that 
would ban recess if tem-
peratures drop below 32 
degrees.

8) A dying, wheelchair-
bound sex offender with 

Alzheimer’s must move 
out of the Boynton Beach, 
Florida, hospice he is in be-
cause it is too close to a 
pre-school.

9) Nine hundred middle 
school students in Grand Is-
land, Nebraska, were evac-
uated when a staff member 
noticed an unfamiliar box in 
the band room. The state’s 
bomb squad was sum-
moned to open it, and dis-
covered it held what some 
would indeed consider a 
threat to the community’s 
wellbeing: An accordion.*

10) And just three weeks 
ago a Long Island mom 
and dad shopping for 
Christmas lights at a Val-
ley Stream Home Depot let 
their 4-year-old nap in the 
car. When they came out 
about 20 minutes later, they 
found fi remen had smashed 
open the back passenger 
window to extricate the 
(perfectly fi ne, if startled) 
boy after someone had 
called 911 to report an “un-
conscious child.” A waiting 
ambulance then sped the 
tot and his mom to Cohen’s 
Children’s Medical Cen-
ter in Queens, while the 
dad was thrown in jail for 
fi ve hours. That night when 
they all fi nally got home af-
ter 10, the doorbell rang at 
about midnight: Someone 
from child protective ser-
vices was there to inspect 
their home. Now the dad 
is awaiting trial on charges 
of child endangerment. His 
court date is Valentine’s 
Day. Nice.

May your year be saner 
and sweeter!

*Okay, cheap joke. The 
accordion is actually my 
favorite instrument.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

The 10 worst helicopter parenting moments of 2016

The New York City Department of 
Sanitation announced that in obser-
vance of the New Year’s Day holiday, 
there would be no garbage, organics 
nor recycling collection, nor street 
cleaning, on Monday, January 2.

But, residents who normally re-
ceive Monday garbage and organics 
collection should place their materi-
als at curbside after 4 p.m. on Monday, 
January 2 for pickup.

And, residents who normally re-
ceive Monday recycling collection 
should place their recycling materials 
out at curbside after 4 p.m. on Monday, 
January 2 for pickup. 

The Department usually collects 
recyclables the week following the hol-
iday, and this is a departure from our 
normal holiday service. 

This special service was added as 
there are back-to-back Monday holi-

New York City Department 
of Sanitation announces 

upcoming holiday schedule
days this year.

 Additionally, all Sanitation admin-
istrative offi ces will be closed on Mon-
day, January 2, in observance of the 
holiday.

The Department of Sanitation pro-
motes a healthy environment through 
the effi cient management of solid 
waste and the development of environ-
mentally sound long-range planning 
for handling refuse, including recy-
clables. 

The department operates 59 dis-
trict garages and manages a fl eet of 
more than 2,000 rear-loading collec-
tion trucks, 450 mechanical brooms 
and 689 salt/sand spreaders. 

The department clears litter, snow 
and ice from approximately 6,500 
miles of City streets and removes de-
bris from vacant lots as well as aban-
doned vehicles from city streets.

THE CLINTONS VISIT THE NEW YORK 
BOTANICAL GARDEN HOLIDAY TRAIN SHOW

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

(l-r) President Bill Clinton; Joanna Groarke, director of public engagement and library 
exhibitions curator; Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Todd Forrest, Arthur Ross, 
NYGB vice-president for horticulture and living collections. 
 Photo courtesy of NYBG
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Borough President Diaz (third from r.) and John Calvelli, Wildlife Conservation Society’s ex-
ecutive vice president (r.), join borough military families and Santa and Mrs. Claus to spread 
holiday cheer. Photo courtesy of the WCS/Bronx Zoo

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. distributed toys to military families at the Wildlife Conser-
vation Society’s Bronx Zoo on Saturday, December 17.  The partnership between the Bronx 
Zoo and the borough president is in its eighth year and supports military families who are in 
need during the holiday season.  The Bronx Zoo serves as a collection point for the borough 
president’s holiday toy drive.  The borough president joined Santa and Mrs. Claus at the 
Schiff Family Great Hall at a party to give out the toys and spread holiday cheer. 

DIAZ, ZOO GIVE TOYS TO MILITARY FAMILIES

Students from Monsignor Scanlan High School visited James Monroe Senior Center on 
Wednesday, December 21 to spread holiday cheer.  The students sang Christmas carols to 
the senior citizens.  A teacher from Scanlan, Ms. Ramos, arranges the concert every year. 

SCANLAN CAROLS AT MONROE SENIOR CENTER

The singing spread holiday warmth. Photo courtesy of James Monroe

The James Monroe Senior Center celebrated the holidays with its 56th Annual Christmas 
Party for seniors.  The event at the Soundview senior center featured a musical perfor-
mance by Joselyn Pichardo, who also was the DJ for the day of festivities with her service 
donated by Healthfi rst of New York. 

JAMES MONROE HOLIDAY PARTY

George Ruiz of Castle Hill Senior Center celebrates with Glisete Rivera, James Monroe direc-
tor. Photo courtesy of Franck Strongbow

Mathew Wilson and Corey Cagle with some of the toys. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Bronx GOP held its annual Winter Wonderland holiday party for children on Sunday, 
December 18.  Toys donated from the county Republican party members were distributed 
to youth this holiday season. 

BRONX REPUBLICANS WINTER WONDERLAND 
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BY ALICIA SCHWARTZ, MSN-ED, BSN, RN, 
PCC, CCM, VNSNY CHOICE HEALTH PLANS

 It’s not unusual to experience an 
increased desire to curl up on the sofa 
and “hibernate” when the weather 
turns cold, but for older folks with 
chronic illness like asthma, COPD, di-
abetes, dementia or heart disease, re-
treating to the indoors can lead to so-
cial isolation and sometimes trigger 
serious health problems. 

It is especially important to keep in 
mind that at this time of year, when we 
tend to focus on festivities and gather-
ing with friends and family, the pain 
of isolation can be particularly sharp 
for people who live alone or are uncom-
fortable talking about changes that 
they may be experiencing as they age. 

A critical component of my work 
as a registered nurse with VNSNY 
CHOICE Health Plans involves help-
ing frail and vulnerable seniors avoid 
isolation so they can stay engaged 
with their families and friends—or 
connect with resources in the commu-
nity when there are no others to turn 
to. Here are a few important remind-
ers to keep in mind to help those we 
love avoid the chill of social isolation 
and the downward health spiral that it 
can potentially cause.

Body Image and Social Comfort

As we age, incremental changes in 
vision, mobility, hearing, memory and 
a host of other sensory and bodily func-
tions naturally occur. Even someone 
who was physically active all him/her 
life will almost certainly struggle with 
declining abilities in later years. In a 
“Review of Social Isolation” by Nicho-
las R. Nicholson, research shows that 
some older adults avoid social interac-
tion because of bodily discomforts or 
reduced ability to function. This can 
include embarrassment about body 
image or an inability to control bodily 
functions. Even seniors with mild 
hearing or vision loss that have not 
been diagnosed or treated may avoid 
social gatherings when communicat-
ing becomes diffi cult and tiring as a 
result.

If this sounds like someone in your 
family, or one of your neighbors, it 
may be helpful to gently inquire if the 
person is struggling with one of these 
common issues and encourage them to 
seek medical help. You may want to of-
fer to accompany them to an appoint-
ment or refer them to resources in the 
community that can support them and 
help them regain confi dence and self-
esteem. 

Moving Out and Getting Around

Mobility is a real problem for many 
older folks. Even in a city like New 
York, where public transportation is 
a priority and many public places are 
reasonably accessible, lack of trans-
portation can be a major cause of so-
cial isolation. One of the women I coor-
dinate care for drew strength and joy 
from attending church services in her 

neighborhood, but when her illness 
started slowing her down, she felt that 
she couldn’t keep up with the ladies 
she’d attended services with for sev-
eral years and eventually she stopped 
going altogether. 

I spoke with her primary care physi-
cian and he agreed that a wheel chair 
might be a great help to her for navi-
gating longer distances. Now, she joins 
her friends for services at least once a 
week, and sometimes even takes in a 
movie afterwards. She’s gone from sit-
ting alone and sad to feeling much more 
a part of life. When someone is at risk 
for social isolation, it can also be help-
ful to encourage them to take advantage 
of senior centers and other community 
organizations that may offer meals and 
a safe place to visit and socialize with 
others on a regular basis.

Weathering the Storm

Shorter days, cold weather, rain 
and ice—and the opposite, extreme 
heat—can be a deterrent for socializ-
ing too. Arthritis can cause aches and 
limited mobility and fear of falling is a 
serious concern for many older people 
who do not feel as sturdy on their feet 
as they once did. In the winter months, 
many people suffer from Seasonal Af-
fective Disorder (SAD) or Sundowning,  
a term used to describe the agitation, 
irritability, confusion, and disorienta-
tion that as many as 20 percent of all 
people with dementia experience in 
the late afternoon and evenings. Both 
of these conditions can trigger depres-
sion and social isolation. 

Keeping active indoors may take 
a little extra creativity, but it can 
be done. When one of our VNSNY 
CHOICE care coordinators noticed 
that a member had a friendly neighbor 
who liked to stop by for frequent visits, 
she coordinated with a home health 
aide and the neighbor, teaching them 
how to safely exercise by taking walks 
indoors through the areas of the apart-
ment complex. The activity is some-
thing they all look forward to now and 
they occasionally even inspire others 
to join them.

It is sometimes challenging to re-
member that “change is the only con-
stant,” as the philosophers say, and ag-
ing certainly involves a lot of change. 
What is important to remember is that 
when people stay engaged with the 
people and things that they love most 
in life, and when they feel a sense of 
purpose about what they do from day 
to day, they are usually more indepen-
dent and able to take responsibility for 
their own wellbeing. In my work, help-
ing older New Yorkers avoid the chill 
of social isolation is key to ensuring 
that they are living their best life pos-
sible. 

For more information about VNSNY 
CHOICE Health Plans from the not-for-
profi t Visiting Nurse Service of New 
York, please call 1-888-867-6555 or visit 
www.VNSNYCHOICE.org.  

Helping seniors avoid
the chill of social isolation
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Helping with this year’s special delivery were Shirley Jacobs (left) and Krystina Cuzzi of 
Triumph Construction, who got to share time with some very happy students. 
 Photo courtesy of Triumph Construction

Triumph Construction Corporation, a utility contractor based in Hunts Point, threw a holiday 
party for 125 children ages three- to fi ve-years-old at La Peninsula Head Start on Thursday, 
December 22.  Students at the Hunts Point Head Start program received gifts courtesy of 
company and its president and founder Carlo Cuzzi.  The annual party brings happiness to 
the faces of the children each holiday season.

TRIUMPH HOSTS HEAD START HOLIDAY PARTY

Nelson Gonzalez and his Stars band perfom. Photo by Miriam Quin

Hostos Community College hosted a celebration of the 121st anniversary of the Puerto Rican 
fl ag on Thursday, December 17.  The patriotic concert and celebration, dedicated to Oscar 
Lopez Rivera, featured Danny Rivera and Nelson Gonzalez and His All Star Band.  Assembly-
man Jose Rivera took part in the celebration. 

PUERTO RICAN FLAG ANNIVERSARY CONCERT 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj joined Santa Claus and a few elf helpers to spread holiday cheer at New York Institute for Special Education on Monday, December 19.  Gifts were given at the 
event to preschoolers with special needs and developmental disabilities.  The Rotary Club of the Bronx, Sons of Italy Uguaglianza Northeast Bronx Lodge #83, and Anthony’s Flower Farm 
donated gifts along with Gjonaj to make the holiday season brighter for the children. 

ASSEMBLYMAN GJONAJ SPREADS CHEER AT NEW YORK INSTITUTE FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

Santa gives a gift to one of the students at the New York Institute for Special Education during As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj’s annual holiday party. Photo courtesy of NYISE

(l-r) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Bernadette Kappen, New York Institute for Special Education ex-
ecutive director and Ralph Scottino, past president of the Rotary Club of the Bronx. 
 Photo courtesy of NYISE
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The Financial Advisors 
Group, celebrating their 20th 
year as an independent fi nan-
cial advisory fi rm, has de-
cided to assist in free tax prep-
aration for all NYS citizens in 
2017 regardless of income

Until Friday, January 20, 
2017, anyone can call (347) 575-

FAG provides free income tax preparation
5045 to reserve their tax prep-
aration fi ling for free.

“No, we are not a public ser-
vice company, and yes, we are 
losing money doing taxes for 
free,” says CEO, Anthony Riv-
ieccio.  Our goal this year is 
to help clients with their real 
fi nancial problems, which in 

75% of the time, is what really 
is troubling them the most. 
Many have problems, from 
budgeting, credit clean up and 
debt consolidation, insurance, 
retirement and educational 
funding concerns. In most 
cases, taxes, to them, are just 
a pain in the neck that gets in 

the way of discussing real fi -
nancial problems.

Managing director Jason 
Johnson said, “To help indi-
viduals and businesses con-
centrate on real fi nancial 
problems, we want to get tax 
preparation out of the way.”

Financial planning ser-

vices include: income tax 
preparation, retirement, in-
vestments, estates, college @ 
life-style planning. 

Member of: International 
Honor Society of Economics, 
International Association of 
Financial Planning, Finan-
cial Planning Association.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
We had a wonderful time 

sharing the spirit of Christ-
mas with our neighbors on Al-
lerton. Once the rain stopped 
at approximately noon Santa 
came out and greeted all of 
the boys and girls that passed 
by with homemade chocolate 
chip cookies and toys. More 
importantly they were able to 
take a free photo with Santa 
and reminded him what they 
wanted for Christmas.     

We truly do have a wonder-
ful community. Our children 
are so adorable and precious. 
And it is such a worthwhile 
and heartwarming event 
each year.  Truly one of my 
favorite annual events we 
hold because we get to have a 
personal one on one interac-
tion with our people and get 
to share a human moment to-
gether of peace and joy. 

Thank you to Richie and 
Pamela of Margies Bridal 
and the Sanz Banquet Hall 
on 815 Allerton for their help, 
love and support. Thank you 
to Veronica Castro for stay-
ing up to the wee hours of 
the night to bake over 300 
cookies and pack them so 
they stay fresh and delicious. 
Santa snuck a few tastes and 
said they were amazing. 

Thank you Larry, Bonnie, 
and Chris for lending a help-
ing hand as well. The Santa 
at The Sanz is simple but 
sweet and we look forward to 
doing it all again next year. 
The Saturday before Christ-
mas so mark your calendar 
now. 

Lucky Santa are in four 
of our favorite stores on Al-
lerton. 

You can gets yours at 
Mamma Rosa’s, Roma Pizza, 
Bella Vista Optics, and A+ 
Computer (the addresses are 
1007... 735... 736... 705 Aller-
ton)

Each Santa ornament is 
$20 and on the bottom of each 
of them is a number 1-110. On 
New Years Eve we will have 
a drawing that we will post 
on our Facebook page (Aller-
ton International Merchants) 
and if the number we draw 
matches the number on the 

bottom of your Santa you win 
$250 in cash and $250 to spend 
on Allerton at any business 
that has contributed to the 
holiday lights. 

Those businesses are: the 
The Sanz/Margies Bridal, 
Exit Power Realty, Farenga 
Brothers Funeral Home, 
Della Mura & Ciacci Law, 
Benjamin Pharmacy, Food-
town, Allerton Fish Market, 
Alba Realty, Isis Restaurant 
and Grocery, Garfi nkel DDS, 
Ridgewood Savings Bank, 
Bronx Martial Arts Acad-
emy, IHop, Sal and Dom Bak-
ery, Allerton Hardware, Yin 
Hua Discount, Yh Games, Sky 
Beauty, Boost Mobile, Bella 
Vista Optics, Pride Cleaners, 
Roma Pizza, A+Computer, Al-
lerton Diner, Mamma Rosa, 
Dominick’s Pizza, Envisage, 
Priscia Nails, Liquor Barn, 
Bella Napoli Pizza, 693 Aller-
ton Liquor, Wink Check Cash-
ing, Bedford Auto School, 
Angie’s Salon, Family Pride 
Butcher, Kazdan Chiroprac-
tor, Arnone Allstate, Instyle 
Salon, Allerton Mini Market, 
Gjuraj Realty, Italia ‘90, Jack-
son Hewitt, Destem Wine, 
Dr. Levy Podiatrist, Future 
Home, Goodwill Realty, Flor-
sheim, BP Gas Station, Tax 
Time, Lorillard Extermina-
tor, Luigi Of Italy Salon and 
Napoleon Salon.

Sadly we have not received 
a check from Beth Abra-
ham this year so our volun-
teers are working extra hard 
to make up the difference. 
Many stores have helped by 
giving a little more this year 
and a few new stores have do-
nated this year. 

We were very hopeful 
that with the combination of 
new stores getting involved 
and the help of Beth Abra-
ham we would have more 
light strands and a ‘Welcome 
to Allerton’ strand across 
Bronx Park East. We were 
also hoping to have more 
lights on our beautiful tree 
on Bronxwood with a star 
on top. These will have to be 
goals for 2017 as we move on 
and collect early without re-
lying on Beth Abrahams con-
tribution. 

But have no fear we are 
very confi dent that with 
some extra footwork we will 
still reach our goal and pay 
our bill. But it does put stress 
on those who go out to the 
shops in the cold weather. We 
truly need every merchant to 
have their checks ready by 
November 1 and either mail 
them to PO Box 98, Bronx, 
NY 10465, hand delivered to 
The Sanz at 815 Allerton, or 
ready and in your establish-
ment for pick up,. 

I can not emphasize 
enough, our organization is 
composed of volunteers. The 
money collected for the lights 
goes to the lights and the tree 
lighting ceremony. 

And please do not harass 
our volunteers when they 
come into your store. I know 
you have many people come 
into your store asking you 
for money or to buy some-
thing but this is your com-
munity. This is our fourth 
year collecting for the lights 
and our work on the avenue 
is well documented. 

And our tolerance is very 
high when store owners say 
they can not afford $100 for 
the lights. Oddly enough it 
is many of the store owners 
struggling the most that are 
the most charitable and care 
about this community. Please 
we implore you to shop at 
these stores.

Why shop at a store that 
has no interest in your qual-
ity of life? The holiday lights 
are a tremendous boost to 
community morale. And we 
are grateful to every single 
merchant that have partici-
pated and to all of our vol-
unteers who have braved 
the weather and knocked on 
doors to collect. 

Some of our volunteers 
have been met with disdain 
and disrespect. I personally 

was asked by the manager of 
Mavis if I was “in the mafi a” 
and this was a shake down. 
Believe me if that were the 
case we would not be ask-
ing for $100 a year. It was of-
fensive and uncalled for and 
I have not sent a volunteer 
there since. But generally 
the communications are ig-
nored. 

We have 180 businesses in 
Allerton. We have 50 stalwart 
shops that are the backbone 
of this community. Imag-
ine if each store thought you 
were worth $9 a month what 
we can do for this commu-
nity. Not just for the lights 
but for other events and clean 
ups on the avenue. 

Why shop at other delis 
when Mamma Rosa is the 
only one who cares to chip in 
and uplift the community?

Why go to other nail sa-
lons when Prisca Nails are 
the only ones who think 
enough of their community 
to be a part of it and to also 
do little things like decorate 
their tree bed in front of their 
store?

Why go to other tax offi ces 
when only Tax Time and 
Jackson Hewitt care?

Why get pizza anywhere 
else on Allerton when Roma, 
Bella Napoli and Domenick’s 
contribute to the commu-
nity?

Why get your computer 
fi xed anywhere else when A+ 
Computer is here and offers 
so much more including a tal-
ented artist that showcases 
and sells his work?

Ridgewood Bank not only 
is there for the holiday lights 
but throughout the entire 
year participating in events 
to uplift Allerton. Why not 
bank there?

Not only shop at these 
stores. But get to know the 
people who operate these 
businesses. They are amaz-
ing human beings when you 
get to know them. And we 
are grateful and proud to 
have them. Those who have 
the community spirit need to 
have the community recog-
nize and appreciate them. 

I want to close with one fi -

nal thought because it is ex-
tremely important and note-
worthy. 

This holiday season do not 
accept being a victim. 

Report all criminal activ-
ity. 

We understand the time 
consuming process of wait-
ing for the police to respond 
and taking off from work to 
go to the precinct and court 
and fi lling out paperwork. It 
is a hassle. But if you do not 
report the crime we do not re-
ceive the resources to combat 
crime. And we lose resources 
to other precincts. 

Candidly I hear our neigh-
bors who were victims of 
petty larceny say ... “What 
are the police going to do?” 
Maybe they won’t be able 
to catch the individual. But 
what it does at minimum is 
it lets the city know the in-
cident occurred.They can 
detect if there is a pattern. 
Likely the criminal will at-
tempt to rob again. 

It doesn’t matter if it is a 
lawn ornament that cost $30 
or if your store is robbed at 
gun point. Report it. 

You will be doing your 
neighbors a favor and prevent 
someone from going through 
the same pain and headache. 
And get the few people that 
try to terrorize the neighbor-
hood off the street. No one has 
a right to make you a victim. 
It does not matter how bad 
the individual is suffering. 
There are many people and 
organizations here to help in-
dividuals in need. Stealing 
and threatening other people 
is never acceptable. 

With that said, Allerton 
and the 49th Precinct is one 
of the safest precincts in the 
city. That’s doesn’t mean 
we don’t have crime. It is up 
to the community to deter 
crime and the merchants as-
sociation is here to help. 

We are proud to hear more 
and more people are stepping 
up and taking control, re-
porting and going through 
the process of prosecuting 
and we thank you. 

Because your community 
is your business.
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Josette Varela (fi fth from r), CTRS, director, Therapeutic Recreation & Volunteer Services, 
center staff members, and residents Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Plaza Rehab and Nursing Center in Kingsbridge Heights held a holiday show on Tuesday, De-
cember 20.  The event for the residents featured the 15 piece orchestra The Bethune Big Band. 

PLAZA REHAB NURSING HOLIDAY SHOW

The Bronx Red Hat Roses donated toys towards an FDNY effort to provide needy children 
with holiday cheer.  The Red Hat chapter hosted a holiday party at The Wicked Wolf in 
Throggs Neck on Wednesday, December 20 to celebrate the collection of toys for the drive.  
Firefi ghters from Engine 89 and Ladder 50 collected the toys. 

RED HATS ROSES HOLD TOY DRIVE

The Bronx Red Hat Roses celebrate their annual toy drive at the Wicked Wolf Restaurant. 
 Photo courtesy of Silvio Pacifi co

The Rotary Club of the Bronx teamed up with St. Joseph School for the Deaf to brighten the holidays of the children in the school.  The toy giveaway and party on Thursday, December 22 included 
a holiday show with performances from the children and a visit by Santa Claus. 

Children and staff of St. Joseph School for the Deaf and members of the Rotary Club of the Bronx celebrated the holiday. Photo by Aracelis Batista

ROTARY CLUB OF THE BRONX DONATES GIFTS TO ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

Cardinal Spellman High School showcased their 
Christmas spirit this holiday season on Thursday, 
December 15 with their annual Christmas Concert.  
The audience was entertained by the Spellman con-
cert band, jazz band, dance club, gospel choir, step 
team, twirlers, fi ne arts dance class and fl ag corps.  
The event was coordinated by teachers John John-
son and Mila Bello. 

Spellman Flag Corps on stage at the Christmas Con-
cert. Photo courtesy of Cardinal Spellman High School

CARDINAL SPELLMAN
 CHRISTMAS CONCERT
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Upcoming Wave Hill 
events include:

Saturday, January 7; Sun-
day, January 8: Family Art 
Project: Create Your Year—
Hello, 2017!: Take home your 
very own hanging calendar. 

Saturday, January 7: Well-
ness Workshop: Sugar Scrubs 
And Bath Salts: Make a New 
Year’s resolution to pamper 
your skin! Use healing salts, 
sugars and essential oils to 
craft all-natural skin-care 
products in this workshop 
with aromatherapist Me-
lissa Rivera of Essence and 
Aroma. 

Saturday, January 7: Gar-
den & Conservatory High-
lights Walk: Join in for an 
hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights.

Saturday, January 7: Well-
ness Workshop: Yoga On The 
Mat And Off: Join Sara Hart 
from iHart Lens for an intro-

duction to the “Eight Limbs of 
Yoga.” 

Sunday, January 8: Winter 
Birding: Explore Wave Hill’s 
tranquil gardens and wood-
lands with naturalist Gabriel 
Willow to observe birds in 
their winter habitats. Birders 
of all levels welcome. 

Sunday, January 8: Family 
Nature Walk: Join natural-
ist and educator Gabriel Wil-
low on a family-friendly walk 
through the gardens or wood-
lands. 

Sunday, January 8: Garden 
& Conservatory Highlights 
Walk: Join in for an hour-long 
tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. 

Sunday, January 8: Meet 
The Artists: Wennie Huang 
And Ed Go: Join us at this 
artist talk in the Tea Room 
at Wave Hill House. Wennie 
Huang and Ed Go discuss 
their eight-year collabora-

tive exchange of image and 
poetic word. Composed on 
paper using ink and colored 
pencil, these works reflect 
dynamic shifts in various 
cultural contexts, including 
food recipes, deconstructed 
plant and animal taxono-
mies, politicized gender in-
teractions and other dis-
courses. 

Thursday, January 12: Art 
Workshop Series Begins: De-
tail And Abstraction In Na-
ture Photography: Wave Hill’s 
serene winter landscape and 
colorful Marco Polo Stufano 
Conservatory offer endless 
possibilities for photogra-
phers. 

This three-session work-
shop continues January 19 
and 26.

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For fur-
ther informaton call  (718) 
549-3200, extension 232. Wave Hill Family Art Project -  Create Your Year--Hello 2017.

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Upcoming Wave Hill events and highlights
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‘Red’ Allen led the house band at Metropole Cafe

Henry “Red” Allen and his band played at the Metropole Cafe for many 
years with all the great jazz musicians of the era. 

When I was a young man I 
had a friend who worked as a 
deck hand on a tugboat which I 
believe was called the “Metro-
politan III.” He worked about 
two or three weeks straight 
and then had a week off. 

This was in 1965 and he 
was paid very well due to the 
long hours. 

He would occasionally 
splurge and invite a couple of 
friends out for a night on the 
town and money was no ob-
ject. 

One time after a sumptu-
ous dinner at the Dixie Ho-
tel he took us to hear Gene 
Krupa, then considered one 
of the greatest jazz drum-
mers alive, at the Metropole 
Cafe at Seventh Avenue and 
48th Street. 

Seats were secured for us 
right up close to the band that 
performed right on the bar; 
it was an interesting set-up 
with a bandstand attached to 
the inside of the bar as well 
as an oval extension so you 
could practically sit at the 
feet of performers. 

Unfortunately, Krupa was 
a no-show and Maxie Kamin-
sky, also a great drummer, 
was fi lling in for him. It 

was still a great night but I 
missed the chance to speak 
with Krupa.  Kaminsky, by 
the way, played with Tommy 
Dorsey, Artie Shaw and all 
the other leading bands of 
the era.  

Oddly, that would be the 
fi nal year for the fabled jazz 
venue that featured such no-
tables as Billie Holliday, Cozy 
Cole, Roy Eldridge, “Red” Al-
len and too many others to 
mention here. 

Henry “Red” Allen (1908-
1967) was very well known 
for his recordings and exten-
sive work with Louis Arm-
strong. He also recorded with 
Billie Holliday and, oddly, 
both are interred not far 
from each other in St. Ray-
mond Cemetery here in the 
Bronx.   “Red” Allen led the 
house band at the Metropole 
Cafe from 1954 to 1965 and is 
among the most noted trum-
peters and band leaders of 
the jazz era.

 Art Kane of Esquire Mag-
azine heard of a gathering of 
all-time jazz and blues greats 
in East Harlem in 1958 and 
showed up with camera in 
hand.  He took one of the most 
historic photographs of jazz 
artists ever assembled.  He 
snapped his picture at about 
10 a.m. on August 12 of that 
year  on East 126th Street be-
tween Madison and Fifth Av-
enues and “A Great Day in 
Harlem” has ever since been 
celebrated.  

It is considered the most 
important photograph of the 
swing era ever taken and a 
documentary fi lm was later 
made of the event.

 Among the 57 noted jazz 
entertainers, both black and 
white, who posed for the pho-
tograph were “Red” Allen, 
“Count” Basie, Gene Krupa, 
Max Kaminsky, innovative 
trumpeter Roy Eldridge, Dizzy 
Gillespie, pianist and com-
poser Theolonious Monk, mu-

sician and composer Benny 
Golson who, in addition to his 
jazz work, also composed mu-
sic for such popular TV sta-
ples as MASH, Ironsides, and 
Mission Impossible. 

The photo also included 
Maxime Sullivan.  Maxime, 
known for her stage and 
screen rolls as well as her re-
cordings, bought a home on 
Ritter Place in the Bronx in 

1945 and raised her daughter 
there.  

She also opened an outlet 
for jazz musicians nearby in 
the community that later be-
came known as “The House 
That Jazz Built.”  

There was not one un-
known in the photograph and 
each person pictured would 
merit a story of their own.  

REPRINTED FROM 3/15/2012
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Santa Claus meets with a child at the medical center. Photo coutesy of Montefi ore

Santa Claus gave young people at the Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore quite a performance 
on Monday, December 12.  The hospitalized children were treated to a musical performance 
that featured Santa Claus, who put on a festive storytelling and singing program. 

SANTA CLAUS VISITS HOSPITALIZED CHILDREN

Gisselle Brea (c) joins Santa Claus and Mrs. Clause and children at the event, which spread 
holiday cheer. Photo courtesy of GB Project

The GB Project held its fi rst Party with Santa and Toy Giveaway at Sidestreet Lounge and Ca-
tering Hall on Saturday, December 17.  The event featured 350 toys as well as performances 
by a clown and magician, according to an event coordinator.

GB PROJECT HOLDS TOY GIVEAWAY

Members of the Sisterhood, including Siel Hartstein, president (third from l.). Photo by Laura Stone

Performer Cantor Susanne Katchko sang 
various Chanukah songs including ‘I Have a 
Little Dreydl’ and ‘Oh Chanukah.’ 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The Van Cortlandt Jewish Center Sisterhood held a Chanukah Party at the center on Sunday, December 18. m There was a concert ‘Oy Chanukah, Oy Chanukah’; a celebration featuring 
Cantor Susanne Katchko’s vocals, and singing of Yiddish, Hebrew, Broadway and Cantorial songs. 

VAN CORTLANDT JEWISH CENTER SISTERHOOD CHANUKAH PARTY
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NYC Health + Hospitals held a public meeting called ‘The Future of Healthcare in NYC’ on 
Wednesday, December 14.  The event at Hostos Community College was designed to engage 
people in conversation about the future of healthcare in the city and to help healthcare 
consumers learn more about NYC Health + Hospitals and their services. 

NYC HEALTH + HOSPITALS DISCUSSES FUTURE

Bridgette Ingraham-Roberts at the meeting. Photo courtesy of NYC Health+Hospitals
Councilman Andy King and union offi cials cut the ribbon on the center. 
 Photo courtesy of UFT

The United Federation of Teachers held a ribbon cutting at its UFT Teachers Center in Lead-
ers of Tomorrow School on Monday, December 19.  The center at the Richard Green Middle 
School Campus is designed to support teachers with a comprehensive professional devel-
opment program that promotes teacher excellence and academic achievement for all stu-
dents. 

UFT CUTS RIBBON ON TEACHER CENTER

(below) Santa Claus and his helpers enjoy the party. Photo courtesy of YMCA

Everyone enjoyed themselves at the party. Photo courtesy of YMCA

The Bronx Y.M.C.A. held its annual ‘Breakfast with Santa’ event on Saturday, December 17.  The 
party was fi lled with lots of laughter, smiles and holiday cheer.  Both children and adults were 
welcomed as they entered the facility to fi nd it decorated as a gingerbread house.  The children 
made Christmas ornaments and gingerbread houses.  They also enjoyed a delicious meal and took 
family pictures with Santa. 

BRONX YMCA HOSTS ANNUAL BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
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Teachers Christie Lampedusa (l) and Michele Napoli (r) with students in their ugly sweaters. Photo by Aracelis Batista

St. Raymond Elementary School hosted its Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest on Thursday, December 22.  The contest was a fundraiser for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital and participation 
was voluntary.  Students each contributed $2 per person and class winners were chosen.  The grade level winners each received a Dunkin Donuts gift card. 

ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HOLDS SWEATER CONTEST

Staff at SBH Health System with Disney prin-
cesses Belle, Arielle and Rapunzel. 
 Photo courtesy of SBH Health System

Princesses from Disney’s Frozen brightened 
the holiday season of children at St. Barna-
bas Hospital on Friday, December 16. Children 
who were both inpatient and being treated 
in the clinic enjoyed a visit from the princess 
(in costume). The visit was made possible by 
A Moment of Magic Foundation, an organiza-
tion that dresses college students as popu-
lar characters from animated fi lms to cheer 
children who could use uplifting. 

ST. BARNABAS 
HOSPITAL DISNEY
 PRINCESS VISIT

(l-r) students Rubi Landestoy, Stacey Appiah, Loribel Peguero, Emma Meaney, Damian Henry, 
Kristina Bell and Maryanne White, along with Cristina Rosado, moderator of Student Govern-
ment, organizing the Give a Gift program. Photo courtesy of Cardinal Spellman

A Christmas tradition at Cardinal Spellman High School, its Give-A-Gift program, was once 
again a success this year.  Over 250 presents of clothing and toys were donated by students, 
faculty, and staff.  Each was individually wrapped and delivered to the borough’s children.

SPELLMAN GIVE-A-GIFT PROGRAM

The window decorated by the team from WSZIO. Photo courtesy of WSZIO

The Westchester Square Zerega Improvement Organization decorated a picture window at 
the Westchester Square Library recently.  The window was decorated with a winter theme.  
Characters from the Peanuts comic strip and other winter delights can currently be seen 
on the exterior windows. 

WSZIO DECORATES LIBRARY WINDOW
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

a lot of revenue to the MTA, not with-
standing all of the revenue which 
would come to the city through sales 
taxes,” said Greenwald. 

The new development would com-
plement Bay Plaza because Bay-
chester Square is not targeting the 
same tenants and would offer a dif-
ferent kind of shopping experience, 
he added. 

He believes that sales will go up 
in the entire area around Baychester 
Square with the creation of the new re-
tail destination which includes almost 
two acres of outdoor space and two lev-
els of stores, he said. 

All indications are that CB 12 
could support the project, based on 
statements from its district manager 
George Torres and Karl Stricker, Land 
Use Committee chairman. 

Torres said the board is waiting to 
see the full scope of what is proposed 
and its effects on traffi c, and that it 

Shopping mall ULURP likely; Baychester Square traffi c concerns
From page 1

plans to listen to concerns of neighbor-
ing community boards 10 and 11, both 
of which border the site. 

But he added that based on his ex-
periences, retail options in the bor-
ough need to be expanded.

“We want to see stores in there that 
are not anyplace else…in the area,” 
said Stricker, adding more shopping 
options are needed and that “the Bronx 
is the most under-stored borough.” 

Both Joe McManus, Land Use Com-
mittee chairman of CB 11 and Martin 
Prince, chairman of CB 10, expressed 
concerns about the traffi c. 

“The ULURP should be out in Jan-
uary,” said Prince, adding that CB 10 
has written to NYC Department of City 
Planning asking that the neighboring 
boards have input in the ULURP pro-
cess. 

“The Bay Plaza Mall has brought 
in a signifi cant amount of traffi c and 
putting a new mall across the highway 
would increase it exponentially,” he 
said. 

A site plan for the new Baychester Square along East Gun Hill Road next to an MTA bus 
depot. Photo courtesy of Urban Strategic Partners

Norovius illness still a problem 
at P.S. 83 Annex despite cleanings

From page 1

of Education spokesman Toya Holness.
“The building is being continuously 

cleaned and will be thoroughly disin-
fected again over the winter break,” Hol-
ness said Friday.

The DOE is working in close partner-
ship with the DHMH to monitor the situ-
ation and are providing the school with 
ongoing support, she added.

The DHMH provided guidance for 
hand hygiene and disinfection of the 
school, and is monitoring daily illness 
and absence reports through daily com-
munication with school staff, according 
to Stephanie Buhle, the department’s as-
sistant press secretary. 

“As is normally the case this time of 
year, we are seeing an increase in gas-
trointestinal illness reports in commu-
nities across the city,” Buhle said. “P.S. 

83 in the Bronx continues to do ongoing 
disinfection, and it is planning to do ad-
ditional disinfection over the break.”

 Principal Brandon Muccino con-
firmed the outbreak in a letter to par-
ents on the Monday, December 12, and 
said the outbreak was the first of its 
kind at the school in his time there as 
principal. 

Muccino did not immediately respond 
to a call for comment made to the school 
Friday, December 24. 

However a front office employee at 
the school, Liz Mazzella, confirmed the 
virus was still an ongoing issue.

“It’s not just students getting sick - it’s 
the staff too,” she said.

The parent of a student at the school 
told the Bronx Times the issue may have 
been exacerbated when the district held 
a holiday breakfast party at the nearby 
middle school, causing the virus to 

Stomach fl u continues to sicken students and staff at P.S. 83 Annex on Bogart Avenue, even 
through education department offi cials insist it was thorougly cleaned. Arthur Cusano

spread to the older students and their 
families. 

Students who recover from the illness 
end up getting sick again once they re-
turn to school, said the parent, who asked 
not to be named. 

“We don’t believe the school was 
cleaned properly,” the parent said.

The parent also voiced concern that 
soap had not regularly been provided in 
the school bathrooms until the outbreak 
occurred, and that students were respon-
sible for bringing their own with them to 

school.
Holness insisted that the claim was 

not true, and that soap and paper towels 
were, in fact, being provided.

To help prevent the spread of the no-
rovirus, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention advise washing hands 
with hot water and soap after using the 
bathroom, changing a diaper or before 
preparing food. 

Soap and hot water are more effec-
tive than alcohol-based hand sanitizer lo-
tions, according to the organization.
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“It’s nice to go into Christmas without any 
losses.”

JOSEPH LODS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

BY LAURA AMATO
Christian Anderson didn’t just 

want to live up to expectations 
this season – he wanted to exceed 
them. 

The Cardinal Hayes senior 
quarterback did just that and even 
more this fall, leading his squad 
to the program’s fi rst-ever CHSFL 
‘AAA’ city championship on the 
power of his arm and the quick-
ness of his feet. Anderson was the 
unquestioned leader of the Cardi-
nals and his performance on the 
fi eld has earned him Bronx Times 
Player of the Year honors. 

“I had to lead the team and I 
took that role up,” Anderson said. 
“I tried to lead as best as I could 
and show them how to win. The 
coaches really helped me out, 
showed me how to do it and told 
me what I needed to do in order 
for the team to win.”

Anderson got a bit of experi-
ence under his belt during his 
junior season and that taste of 
leadership sparked something in 
the quarterback. He wanted to 
win more games. He wanted to 
notch more fi rst downs, complete 
more passes, throw more touch-
downs and he knew the only way 
to accomplish any of that was with 
practice. 

So, Anderson set up his own 
offseason training regiment and 
never wavered from the schedule, 
determined to get better before 
the season even began. 

“I lifted a lot, every day after 
track practice, I got faster,” An-
derson said. “And that made me be 
able to throw it further, my passes 
had some more velocity. I was just 
working with some of the receiv-
ers and on our chemistry.”

Anderson’s numbers were 
proof positive that his hard work 
paid off. He completed over 58 per-
cent of his passes for 3,653 yards – 
second all-time in New York State 
for a single season – and 37 touch-
downs. He threw just seven inter-
ceptions. 

“After my junior year I was re-
ally able to read defenses a lot bet-

ter and make decisions a lot bet-
ter and faster,” Anderson said. “It 
was all hard work and lifting and 
experience, it added up to that.”

It wasn’t always picture-per-
fect. 

Hayes struggled at the begin-
ning of the season, literally, hurt 
by a handful of injuries to key of-
fensive weapons. Anderson, how-
ever, never wavered. He simply 
dug a bit deeper and decided, af-
ter losing the fi rst three games of 
the year, he was going to turn this 
team around. 

“The coaches really helped me 
out, showed me how to do it and 
told me what I needed to do in or-
der for the team to win,” Ander-
son said. “Being able to see the 
progression of some of the players 
was really great.”

Anderson’s success this sea-
son rested, almost entirely, in his 
sense of determination. He wanted 
to win and he wasn’t going to let 
anything get in his way – least 
of all an opposing defense. The 
senior was all but impossible to 
bring down once he started mov-
ing and his quick defensive reads 
made Hayes one of the most potent 
offenses in the city. 

“When we were forced to score 
a lot of points, it was on me,” Ander-
son said. “I can make plays outside 
the pocket and get out and run.”
Anderson hadn’t received much 
college interest ahead of the sea-
son, but his success on the grid-
iron this fall made him a big-time 
target in the last few weeks. He’s 
spoken with the University at Al-
bany, visited Army and plans to 
visit a few more schools before 
making his fi nal decision. And, 
after living up to expectations 
this fall, Anderson is anxious for 
a whole new set at the next level, 
determined, once again, to prove 
himself. 

“I’m really excited because I 
know it’s going to be my make or 
break time,” he said. “I’m trying 
to elevate my game to try and play 
at that level and be recognized and 
even possibly play at the NFL.”

BEST IN THE BRONX
ANDERSON TOPS BRONX 

GRIDIRON TALENT THIS FALL

Cardinal Hayes quarterback Christian Anderson was nothing short of dominant this season, fi nisihing second 
all-time on the NYS single-season passing record. Photo by Robert Cole
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BY LAURA AMATO
It was an incredible year on the 

gridiron for Bronx football teams. 
Cardinal Hayes made school his-

tory, clinching its fi rst-ever CHSFL 
‘AAA’ championship with a dramatic 
41-39 victory over Stepinac. The Car-
dinals also became the fi rst program 
in the city to win a city championship 
at the A, AA, and AAA level. 

Cardinal Spellman also impressed 
in the Catholic league, making a re-
turn trip to the ‘A’ fi nal before com-
ing up short against Moore Catholic. 

Lehman also brought home a Pub-
lic School Athletic League champi-
onship back to the Bronx, defeating 
borough rival Truman in lopsided 
fashion in the bowl division title 
game. John F. Kennedy impressed in 
the PSAL as well, notching the team’s 
fi rst postseason berth in years. 

Of course, none of this success 
would have been possible without the 
players who suited up every week-
end. Here they are, the best of the 
best in the Bronx:

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
CHRISTIAN ANDERSON,

CARDINAL HAYES

COACH OF THE YEAR
CJ O’NEIL,

CARDINAL HAYES
The long-time Cardinals’ coach 

brought his team from the bottom 
to the top this season. Hayes lost its 
fi rst three games of the year, hurt 
by injuries and a lack of an actual 
home fi eld, but managed to bounce 
back down the stretch, hitting its of-
fensive stride and becoming one of 
the most potent scoring units in the 
entire state. The squad’s dramatic 
comeback in the ‘AAA’ was nothing 
short of incredible and while the Car-
dinals came up short in the state title 
game, O’Neil and his team had noth-
ing to be disappointed about. 

FIRST-TEAM ALL-AREA
MATT VALECCE,
FORDHAM PREP

The junior was the unquestioned 
leader of the Rams offense this sea-
son and he answered the call every 
time he stepped under center. Valecce 
racked up 2,628 yards, completing 
over 60 percent of his pass attempts 
this season. He threw 27 touchdown 
passes and was picked off just seven 
times.

LUCAS NUNEZ,
CARDINAL HAYES

The junior wide receiver could 
do just about anything with the ball 
in his hands, an explosive player 
who used his speed to leave oppos-
ing defenders in his metaphorical 
dust. Nunez hauled in a team-high 
58 catches for a whopping 1,585 yards 
and 22 touchdowns. He averaged just 
over 27 yards every time he touched 
the ball.

TERRICK MONCREIF,
CARDINAL HAYES

The senior lineman was the un-
sung hero of the Cardinals dominant 
offense. One of the top blockers in the 
city he regularly faced off against op-
posing defenses’ biggest and stron-
gest players and, more often than 
not, stopped them in their tracks. 

CHIZURUM UMANAKWE,
JOHN F. KENNEDY

The senior did a bit of everything 
for the Knights, but he was at his best 
on defense, a leader at the linebacker 
position all season. He racked up 11 
sacks, 42 tackles on the season to go 
along with 908 rushing yards eight 
touchdowns as JFK notched its fi rst 
playoff berth in three years.

WILL LOFFREDO,
FORDHAM PREP

The Rams top receiver this sea-
son, the junior hauled in a team-
best 73 catches for 1,239 yards and 13 
touchdowns. He and Vallecce boasted 
one of the best on-fi eld relationships 
in the city and the pair teamed up in 
dramatic fashion on Thanksgiving 
when Loffredo caught 10 catches for 
158 yards and two touchdowns in a 21-
18 Turkey Bowl victory over Xavier. 

TYREEK NOBLE,
JOHN F. KENNEDY

The Knights defensive lineman 
didn’t let inexperience bother him 
this season. The fi rst-year varsity 
player had a big-time impact on his 
squad’s defensive success, notching 
15 sacks and 47 tackles in nine games 
this season. 

RAMON JEFFERSON,
TRUMAN

The senior was the spark that 
made the Mustangs offense go this 
season as the squad made its way 
back to the city fi nal. In eight regu-
lar-season games, Jefferson racked 
up 1,216 yards and 23 touchdowns 
on the ground. He averaged over 16 
yards per carry and also chipped in 
a receiving touchdown and kick re-
turn touchdown. 

RICHARD MARTINEZ,
LEHMAN

The senior played both side for the 
Lions, but his strength was on his 
feet with the ball in his hands. He fi n-
ished the year with 977 rushing yards 
and seven touchdowns. On the defen-
sive side of the ball, he recovered two 
fumbles, racked up 27 tackles and one 
interception – late in the Bowl fi nal to 
cement the team’s win. 

RODNEY N’GUESSAN,
CARDINAL SPELLMAN

The senior was a workhorse out of 
the backfi eld this fall, carrying the 
ball 104 times for 672 total yards and 
eight touchdowns. He rarely came off 
the fi eld for the Pilots, also notching 

32 tackles as well as eight two-point 
conversions. 

WILLIAM RIVERA,
DEWITT CLINTON

It wasn’t an easy season for Clin-
ton this year, but the senior did his 
best to keep things consistent, step-
ping up wherever his squad needed 
him. He saw time under center as 
well as in the backfi eld and even 
racked up seven sacks and 31 tackles 
on the defensive side of the ball.

CARLOS SOTO,
LEHMAN

The senior found the end zone 
nine times during the regular sea-
son, but he was even more impres-
sive during the Lions’ championship 
victory. Soto racked up four touch-
downs in the title game as Lehman 
cruised to a 30-0 victory over Tru-
man. He wrapped up his fi nal year on 

the gridiron with 286 rushing yards, 
63 tackles, four sacks and three fum-
ble recoveries. 

HONORABLE MENTION

DB: Sofi an Massoud, Cardinal Hayes

DB: Mario De La Cruz, Lehman

LB: Tahsawn Brinson, Cardinal Hayes

DL/OL: Matt Conlon, Fordham Prep

DL/OL: Michael Booth, Cardinal Spellman

OL: Joseph Petti, Fordham Prep

QB/RB: PJ Franklyn, John F. Kennedy

QB: Jordi Mota, Cardinal Spellman

RB: Carlos Fernandez, Cardinal Hayes

RB: Bryce Welch, Mount St. Michael

RB: Mario Agyn, John F. Kennedy

WR: Emmanuel Oliver, Cardinal Hayes

WR: Elijah Jones, Cardinal Hayes

K: Pat Wolff, Fordham Prep

2016 ALL-BRONX FOOTBALL HONORS

Cardinal Hayes junior wide receiver Lucas Nunez used his explosive speed to help lead his 
squad to its fi rst-ever CHSFL ‘AAA’ champinoship this year and earn a spot on the Bronx All-
Area team. Photo by Robert Cole
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Members of the Lehman College Baseball team enjoy a Holiday celebration at Roma Restaurant in Tuckahoe. The players are 
excited for the upcoming season and the quest to bring a championship back to the Bronx.

LEHMAN COLLEGE BASEBALL HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

BY KYLE GORMAN
It was as if Christmas 

came two days early. 
The Cardinal Hayes boys 

basketball team didn’t have 
a very long wish list this hol-
iday season. In fact, there 
was only one thing the team 
wanted – to stay perfect. 
That’s exactly what the Car-
dinals got. 

Hayes cruised to a 73-
60 victory over Monsignor 
Scanlan on Dec. 23, improv-
ing to 8-0 on the season in 
front of a jam-packed crowd 
on their home court. It was 
the perfect gift. 

“It’s nice to go into Christ-
mas without any losses,” 
said Cardinal Hayes coach 
Joseph Lods. 

The win was exactly what 
Cardinal Hayes wanted, but 
the squad certainly had to 
work for its gift. The Car-
dinals struggled early on 
against Scanlan’s height 
advantage and, just two 
minutes into the second 
half, Hayes’ leading scorer, 

Tyrese Williams, fouled out 
of the game. 

Williams finished with 
13 points in the CHSAA 
matchup, which included 
three banked shots from 
downtown.

“We gambled and left our 
leading scorer in with foul 
trouble early in the third 
quarter. That kind of back-
fired on me when he fouled 
out with six minutes to go,” 
Lods said. 

Monsignor Scanlan did 
its best to take advantage of 
the missing Williams in the 
early minutes of the third 
quarter. The Crusaders got 
their first lead of the second 
half with just over two min-
utes remaining in the third, 
going up 45-43. 

Unfortunately for Scan-
lan, that lead lasted just 
twenty seconds, as the Car-
dinals settled back into the 
game plan with Williams on 
the bench. 

The Cardinals snatched 
back that lead with an 

11-point run, including 
three shots from behind 
the arc – a pair from Jontai 
Williams an done from Joe 
Toussaint.

Hayes continued to hit 
its offensive stride down the 
stretch and the squad went 
into the fourth quarter with 
a comfortable 54-48 lead. 

The Crusaders kept it 
close in the fourth, aided by 
Gabe Bryan’s 18-points, but 
never were able to regain 

the lead. Scanlan clawed 
back to make it a four-point 
game, but Hayes’ bounced 
back with ease as Terrence 
Reaves drained a pair of 
layups to pad the cushion. 

Toussaint was also a big 
part of the late-game push, 
racking up a game-high 27 
points. He drained three 
treys as well and over 70 
percent from the line. 

Jalen Nesmith also 
chipped in 12 points and 

Jontai Williams added 11 
points of his own as well. 

The Cardinals didn’t 
have to fight quite as hard 
for the rest of their presents 
this holiday, but this vic-
tory – and the undefeated 
record – was well worth it, 
showcasing just how deep 
this Hayes squad is.

“I give credit to the rest 
of my team,” Lods said. 
“They stepped up and the 
made some plays.”

Hayes stays perfect with complete-team win

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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