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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Former 49th Precinct Com-

mander Deputy Inspector Keith 
Walton was indicted Wednes-
day, December 14, on sex abuse 
charges just as a separate civil 
lawsuit was filed against him by 
another former subordinate.

Walton, 44, was indicted 
and arraigned in Bronx County 
Court before Supreme Court 
Justice Steven Barrett on three 
counts of first-degree sexual 
abuse, a class D violent felony; 
two counts of forcible touching, 
a class A misdemeanor; three 
counts of third-degree sexual 
abuse, a class B misdemeanor; 
official misconduct, a class A 
misdemeanor and second-de-
gree harassment, a violation.

“The defendant allegedly 
sexually abused an officer who 
was under his command, in the 
police stationhouse where they 
serve and protect the public,” 
stated District Attorney Darcel 

Clark in a release outlinng the 
indictment. “By his degrading 
behavior, he abused the trust of 
his officers, as well as that of the 
residents of the 49th Precinct.”

According to court docu-
ments, on Sunday, November 6 
at the 2121 Eastchester Road sta-
tionhouse, Walton instructed 
the defendant, a female officer, 
to come into his office and then 
forcefully pulled her hair and 
attempted to kiss her on the 
mouth. 

Walton then placed his hand 
on the alleged victim’s genital 
area over her clothing, accord-
ing to the complaint. 

When the alleged victim at-
tempted to leave Walton’s office, 
he forcefully asked her, ‘Where 
the hell are you going?’ Walton 
then again put his hand on her 
genital area over her clothing 
and then placed the woman’s 
hand on his erect penis over his 
clothing twice, according to the 

criminal complaint.  
“I’m leaving soon, don’t f#*& 

with me - remember, remem-
ber,” Walton allegedly told the 
victim.

The victim also claimed she 
tried to push Walton’s hands off 
her body and verbally told him 
to stop touching her.

Walton was then recorded 
days later by the victim trying 
to downplay the alleged inci-
dent, saying he didn’t remember 
any resistance by the victim and 
then asked her for a hug.

Walton could face up to seven 
years in prison if convicted on 
the most serious charge, first-
degree sexual abuse. 

He has since been suspended 
from the NYPD while the case 
is ongoing, and was replaced by 
Captain Thomas Alps.

Calls to Walton’s attorney, 
Louis La Pietra, were not imme-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A prominent development 

group has submitted plans for 
an affordable housing building 
on a cleared parcel just off the 
Grand Concourse.

The Purchase, NY-based 
Stagg Group has submitted 
plans to build a 13-story apart-
ment building at 150 Van Cor-
tlandt Avenue, the former site 
of a gas station and auto repair 
shop. 

The 19,811-square-foot prop-
erty was acquired by Stagg in 
spring 2015 for just under $7 mil-
lion from realty firm Cushman 
and Wakefield.  

The former gas station has 

been defunct for more than two 
decades, and the underground 
gas tanks were removed in 
1997 before an environmental 
remediation project at the site 
had been completed. The site is 
zoned residential.

Stagg Group president Mark 
Stagg said all 163 units in the 
proposed building would be of 
the affordable housing variety, 
and said his company would be 
working with the office of NYC 
Housing Preservation and De-
velopment and NYS Housing De-
velopment Corporation to fund 
the project. 

The owner of such buildings 
are usually compensated with 

tax credits as an incentive to 
create affordable housing, since 
they cannot charge market rate 
rents.

“It’s a great location, right at 
the end of the Grand Concourse 
and near the Mosholu Parkway,” 
Stagg said of the planned devel-
opment.

In addition to close proxim-
ity to the Bedford Park Station 
on the 4 and D subway lines, the 
property is also within walk-
ing distance of the Bronx High 
School of Science, Dewitt Clin-
ton High School and Lehman 
College. 

Groups of borough school children created their own ornaments 
and placed them on trees representing their schools at a series of 
children’s holiday tree decorating events at the New York Botani-
cal Garden. A host of elected offi cials participated in the events. 
Yamilyn from P.S. 47 in Soundview holds the ornament she cre-
ated and then placed on her school tree on Friday, December 16.
                Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Christmas and New Years Mass Schedule 2016
Confessions:  

Saturday,  December 24:  4-5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 31:  4-5:30 p.m.

Christmas Masses:
Saturday, December 24

5:00 pm  Christmas Choir Concert
5:30 pm  Parish Christmas Mass (English)
7:00 pm  Parish Christmas Mass (Spanish)

Sunday, December 25

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Masses
Saturday, December 31

7:00 pm Parish New Years Mass (Spanish) Spanish Choir
Sunday, January 1, 2017

NOON (Spanish Mass and Choir)

St. Helena Catholic Church
1315 Olmstead Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462                           
www.churchofsthelena.com

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A vacant lot that has sat as 

an eyesore for decades may have 
a second life as a community 
garden, but only if city officials 
go along with the plan.

Area resident Richard Vi-
tacco first proposed turning a 
lot on the 1900 block of Amethyst 
Street adjacent to a train line 
and bordering Rhinelander Ave-
nue and White Plains Road into 
a garden back in 2009 in a letter 
to the NYC Department of City-
wide Administrative Services. 

“The initiative was to make 
it (the lot) better than it already 
was,” he said. “There is just a 
lot of debris, dumping that’s go-
ing on inside of it, graffiti on the 
concrete bunker that supports 
the train and it’s totally over-
grown, just urban blight that’s 
taking pace there.” 

Vitacco, who is also the pres-
ident of the East Bronx History 
Forum, later got Community 
Board 11 to approve a plan he had 
submitted in 2014, which was re-
jected by the city this past June. 

He re-submitted the plan in 
October, this time with letters 
of support from Councilman 
Ritchie Torres and Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj. 

However the response from 

Residents suggest Van Nest community garden
GreenThumb, the city organiza-
tion that handles green projects, 
was still ‘no’. 

“They claim the lot is adja-
cent to the MTA number 5 line, 
which it is, but that fact has nei-
ther stopped Bissel Garden nor 
La Finca Del Sur (a south Bronx 
farm co-op) from creating their 
community gardens,” Vitacco 
said.

Vitacco and other support-
ers were scheduled to meet with 
GreenThumb again Thursday, 
December 22, which gave him 
hope that this time the decision 
may be different.

“GreenThumb is going to lit-
erally measure the lot to see if 
it is acceptable for a garden,” he 
said.

Vitacco said the DCAS had 
no problem with having the lot 
converted to a garden, but that 
the NYC Parks and Recreation 
Department may be less that en-
thusiastic about the idea. 

“Parks’ concern is [whether] 
it’s big enough and is there 
enough land to use and is it safe 
considering it abuts the concrete 
bunker for the number 5 train,” 
he said.

He argued the amount of 
graffiti found on the train over-
pass shows the site is not being 

managed properly and is an eye-
sore for the  community and was 
ripe for revitalization.

“However small it is, from 
my perspective the garden plan 
is better than what it is right 
now, which is an empty patch of 
land,” he said.

Torres and Gjonaj continue 
to support the project, and let-
ters from the two community 
leaders were resubmitted with 

the newest request. 
Torres argued in his letter 

that the proposal had substan-
tial support from CB 11 and 
heavily engaged civic associa-
tions and not-for-profits in the 
community. 

“In addition,” Torres stated, 
“according to your own records, 
GreenThumb does not currently 
operate any gardens in CB 11 
and so the creation of a commu-

nity garden would be a welcome 
addition to the area.”

The Bronx Times reached  
out to Green-Thumb Bronx 
Outreach coordinator Ariana 
Arancibia for comment but she  
directed the call to Parks and 
Recreation.  

A specialized division of the 
Parks Department known as 
Parklands handles requests to 
create new city green spaces. 

A neglected lot on Amethyst Street may become a community garden if a proposal by a local activist is ap-
proved by the city. Arthur Cusano



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 23-29, 2016 3  BTR

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200
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TRY OUR
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10464 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact you 
in case of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Changing Of The 

Guard At Bronx Gop 
John Greaney, Bronx Re-

publican Party chairman, 
recently announced that he 
would be stepping down from 
his post as the county chair-
man. 

The reason is 9/11-related 
health issues. The Bronx GOP 
announced that Chairman 
Greaney has decided to step 
back and dedicate his energies 
to leading a healthier life.

Greaney has been Bronx 
chairman since April 2013.

In a letter to the GOP’s ex-
ecutive committee, Greaney 
stated I will miss running at 

the fast pace we have set for 
our team, but you know, I will 
continue to be there to help our 
great Team in any way I can.

Michael Rendino was 
elected by the party’s borough 
district leaders as the new 
chairman. 

Rendino is a commissioner 
of the Bronx Board of Elec-
tions, a retired New York City 
fi refi ghter, chairman of the 
161st Street Business Improve-
ment District, and an owner 
and operator of Stan’s Sports 
Bar. 

The executive committee 
also nominated Robert Siano 

to represent them as the Bronx 
Republican Commissioner on 
the NYC Board of Elections 
at the conclusion of Commis-
sioner Rendino’s term. 

Siano is an attorney in pri-
vate practice who was the Re-
publican Party’s candidate 
for Bronx District Attorney in 
2015. 

New Grandparent 

White Plains Hospital re-
ports that the following Bronx-
ites became grandparents to 

newly born children: 
Michael and Maria 

Rogalewski are grandpar-
ents of Skylar Rose Lukic 

born on Friday, November 18. 
Liz and John Agostinelli 

are grandparents of Jax Faus-

tino Delgado born on Sunday, 
November 20. 

Josephina and Pablo Cas-

ado and Rafaela Morales and 
Manuel Medina are grand-

parents of Andrew Maxi-

miliano Medina on Monday, 
November 21. 

Mayra and Omar Guer-

rero are grandparents of 
Mayleen Sophia Lluesma on 
Monday, November 14. 

101-Year-Old Celebrates 

Beryl Raymond, a resi-
dent of Triboro Center, cel-
ebrated her 101st birthday on 
Friday, December 6. 

Beryl Raymond
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celebrate the old, revel in the new.
Lets Celebrate Together at Our
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Antipasto Station 

Carving Table
 Roasted Pig, Turkey & Skirt Steak

Wok Station

 Array of Chinese Cuisine

International Cheese Board & Fruit

Seafood Station

Pasta Station

 Shrimp Cocktail  Raw Oysters

Chafing Station
   Eggplant Rollatini
 Ropa Vieja   Calamari
 Sausage & Broccoli Rabe  Seafood Paella
 Baked Clams  Veal & Peppers
 Pollo Asado  Escabeche de Pescado

Dinner Served at 8:30pm
  Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette
   with Jumbo Shrimp Oregannata
 Roasted Potato  String Beans
 Pastries & Cookies  Coffee/Cappuccino/Espresso 

Fabulous Music 
by Don't Stop The Music

 Cocktail Reception 
7pm-8:30pm

 Surf & Turf Dinner 
at 8:30pm

 Champagne Toast 
at Midnight

 Hats, Noisemakers
 Valet Parking
Included!
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ALL INCLUSIVE
for only

100
Children ages 5-12, $49 each

$
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person

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!

Children ages 5-12, $50 each
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Eastwood Manor Caterers
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INTERNATIONAL CATERERS
3243 Ampere Ave. | Bronx, NY 10465

(718) 892-2989 | www.international-caterers.com

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
A new computer program will help 

the staff at P.S. 85 - and possibly other 
schools in the future - steer impover-
ished families to the city resources they 
need.

A group of Fordham University stu-
dents, along with their computer and 
information science professor Frank 
Hsu, have worked since fall of 2015 to de-
velop the program which mental health 
professionals working at the school can 
now use.

The students were able to use IBM 
Watson technology to create a app which 
provides answers to specifi c questions 
the counselors and mental health staff 
at P.S. 85 commonly receive.

For example, staff can type, “Where 
can I get food stamps?” and the program 
will relay the nearest location to get 
SNAP benefi ts.

Cesarina Javier, the mental health 
coordinator at P.S. 85, said many times 
parents come into the school and ask 
her for help with various problems that 
the staff is not readily equipped to an-
swer or is not related to their job de-
scription.

She said there is a trust certain fam-
ily members have with her that allows 
them to ask for help with personal mat-
ters. Javier said being bilingual also 
helps build trust.

“So there’s that connection they 
have with me where they’ll pull me to 

the side and say, ‘I really need help with 
something,’” she explained.

Javier said at times parents have 
come to her because they need to get 
away form a ‘signifi cant other’ due to 
domestic violence or because the shel-
ter they’re staying at is in another bor-
ough.

She added 90 percent of the students 
at the school are receiving free lunch 
which means their family is living in 
poverty. 

Also, many of the families don’t have 
constant access to the Internet.

“The point of this app is to help me 
link families to resources that are 
within their reach,” she said.

The program was a collaboration be-
tween Hsu’s students - which include, 
Anna Poulakas, Navdeep Bajwa, Xi-
aojie Lan, ALon Yoeli, Jiacheng Chen, 
Yuxiao Luo, Ruinan Chen, Jaffar Zaidi, 
Emi Harry, Sebastian Deossa and An-
drew Milligan - and Anita Vazquez Ba-
tisti’s staff - such as Javier - in the Cen-
ter for Educational Partnerships.

Since P.S. 85 is a community school, 
it receives many resources from Ford-
ham University.

The students met many times with 
Javier and Dawn Johnson Adams, di-
rector of P.S. 85, to make sure IBM Wat-
son could answer the many questions 
staff members like Javier receive on a 
daily basis.

“I would say they defi nitely guided 
us into what resources to look at and 
what kind of questions to ask because 
we defi nitely had no idea,” said Anna 
Poulakas, a junior political science stu-
dent at FU. 

“I think (the students)  were the big-
gest resources we had,” said Poulakas 
with a smile.

The students said they plan to con-
tinue improving on the program and 
also hope to one day develop an app that 
can be used on handheld devices.

Computer app guides 
families to resources

A new computer program will help staff at P.S. 85 - a community school partnered with 
Fordham University - steer impoverished families to the city resources they need. (Pictured 
above is Dr. Frank Hsu of the university’s Computer and Information Science Department 
and Dr. Anita Vazquez Batisiti, director of the university’s Center for Educational Partner-
ships - both seated at the center - along with their students, staff and collegues who helped 
to make the computer program possible. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

The point of this app is 
to help me link families 
to resources that are 

within their reach.
Cesarina Javier



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 23-29, 2016 7  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 23-29, 20168    BTR

© 
TH

E 
BR

ON
X 

DE
SI

GN
 G

RO
UP

1748 Crosby Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 792-20201748 roronx, NY 1 020
1086 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 892-7000000

www.eyedoctorsbronx.comcom

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY:
Dr. A.J. Contento • Dr. Evan Kaplan • Dr. Annette Contento 

WE ACCEPT:
BCBS • HIP • Oxford • United Healthcare • Medicare • Medicaid  
Aetna/US Health Care • Emblem Health • GHI • UFT VSP 32 B-J • PHCS 
Davis Vision • Locals 1199 & Most Unions

Take $75 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR OF GLASSES  

with  
ANY PREMIUM ESSILOR LENSES

With purchase of complete pair of glasses. Some restrictions apply.
Not to be combined with any other offer or vision plan.

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer ends 1/2/17

FIND THE L ATEST TRENDS & ST YLES

Thinking about  
LASER VISION CORRECTION?

Come in for a FREE consultation & see if  
you are a candidate. Find out the facts from  

our Doctors at Eye Care Unlimited.

Use Your  
Flex Spending  
Before the  
Year Runs Out!

Bring a new, unwrapped toy  

to Eye Care Unlimited &  

make a less fortunate  

child happy this Christmas!
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A new program announced 

last week will help residents of 
the NYC Housing Authority get 
good paying union jobs close to 
home.

Councilman Ritchie Torres 
announced the first-of-its kind 
program Friday at the Parkside 
Houses on Bronx Park East in 
Allerton with a handful of its 
first participants.

The city council has put 
aside $26 million in funding 
over three years to create a civil 
service apprenticeship program 
with the NYCHA through Dis-
trict 9 of the International Union 
of painters and Allied Trades.

The Bronx is home to 89 NY-
CHA developments, according 
to Torres, and the program will 
give more than 100 of its resi-
dents an opportunity to get on 
a career path in the city’s con-
struction industry.

“Partnerships like this one, 
that help everyday New Yorkers 
get jobs training and provide a 
real pathway to the middle class, 
are what’s needed to continue to 
build this city and uplift our res-
idents. I want to thank District 
Council 9 for their vision in de-
veloping this program and their 

DC 9 union sets up NYCHA apprenticeship program
hard work to reach out to com-
munities of color,” said Torres, 
the chairman of the Council’s 
Committee on Public Housing. 

DC 9, as it is better known 
among members, is a state-
wide, century-old organization 
whose members are employed 
in painting, wall covering, gla-
zier and architectural metal and 
glass work, structural steel and 
bridge painting, drywall fin-
ishing, window filming, metal 
polishing and sign and display 
painting.

District Council 9 political 
director Davon Lomax, said the 
union lobbied the state to get 
approval for the city-funded ap-
prenticeship. 

The new recruits will be 
trained by journeyman union 
painters, he said. 

NYCHA residents are con-
sistently underserved when it 
comes to job placement, Lomax 
added, and are often forced to 
take dead end-jobs.

“These apprentices, about 
105 of them, will all have appren-
ticeship titles now,” Lomax said. 
“That means that when they 
graduate from the program they 
will have a NYS Department of 
Labor apprenticeship certificate 

and a path to the middle class.” 
In addition to being geared 

exclusively towards NYCHA 
residents, Lomax said 88 per-
cent are women and 98 percent 
are people of color.

“They are learning a skill 

no one can ever take away from 
them,” Lomax said.

The apprentices who attended 
the announcement were not al-
lowed to speak to the press, but 
business manager for District 
Council 9 Joseph Azzopardi said 

with 44,000 NYCHA apartments, 
the Bronx was the perfect place 
to launch such a program.   

“It establishes a partnership 
that we would like to expand 
upon in the future,” he added.

Councilman Ritchie Torres announced a new union apprenticeship program with DC 9 for NYCHA residents last 
week in Allerton. Courtesy of the Offi ce of Ritchie Torres
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This Holiday...
Give a Gift that Sparkles...
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COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Trigger Point Injections

We Treat:
Acute and Chronic Pain, Back and Neck Pain

Headaches and Migraines, Sciatica and Pinched Nerves
Arthritis, Knee and Shoulder Pain

41 Precinct
Tuesday, December 13 at 8:49 p.m. . -- 

Cops responded to a call about a person shot in-
side 1018 E. 163rd Street in apartment 6E. They 
found a 26-year-old victim with a gunshot to the 
head. When EMS arrived on the scene, they pro-
nounced the victim dead. 

As part of a investigation, a 63-year-old man 
with a slash wound to his arm was placed in police 
custody after the discovery. He was taken to the 
hospital where he was in stable condition shortly 
after the incident. 

42 Precinct 
Wednesday, November 23 at 7:30 p.m. . -- 

Police report that a church was burglarized. A man 
with a beard got inside the building home to the Ful-
ton Avenue Church of God at 1346 Fulton Street by 
breaking a side door. He took a 50-inch television 
from the premises. 

47 Precinct
Friday, December 2 at 1:00 p.m. --  A black 

man who is about five feet, 11 inches tall and 
175 pounds followed a women into an apartment 
building and abused her in what police describe 
as a forcible touching incident. The 24-year-old 
woman was followed into a building on Gun Hill 
Road where the perpetrator grabbed her buttocks. 
When she tried to get away from him, he followed 
her into a stairwell and exposed his penis. 

Thursday, December 15 at 1:54 a.m. -- Police 
received a 911 call about a man struck by a vehicle 
while he was changing a flat tire on his 2010 Maz-
da. Cops responded near exit 11 on the New Eng-
land Thruway and found three men lying in the road-
way area with injuries. EMS responded and took two 
30-year-old men to Jacobi Hospital where they were 
in stable condition shortly after the incident. The 
29-year-old, who was struck while changing the tire, 
was pronounced dead at the scene. A preliminary in-
vestigation indicated he was hit by a minivan driven by 
a 52-year-old man who remained on the scene. 

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Help the
homeless

Dear editor, 
There is an abundance of 

less fortunate people collect-
ing food from local charities 
or living on the streets of 
New York City. 

Seeing the less fortunate, 
especially during the win-
ter time, evokes me to initi-
ate conversation and spread 
awareness on the horrible 
condition that these human 
beings are becoming accus-
tomed to. 

It is the responsibility of 
the residents of New York 
City to help aid the less for-
tunate during this unsta-
ble time. Donating small 
amounts of money or food 
to homeless people will in-
credibly help their circum-
stance. 

It is also the responsibil-
ity of our local elected offi -
cials to provide fundamental 
elements like, food, shelter, 
rehabilitation, and support 
to these people. 

Helping the less fortunate 
gain their confi dence, health, 
and knowledge will inevita-
bility lead them to help them-
selves. 

Ayesha Abdullah

No need for
legislation

Dear editor,
New York state senator 

and recently announced 2017 
Democratic Party primary 
mayoral candidate Tony 
Avella has forgotten his tran-
sit history when promising to 
introduce legislation in Jan-
uary 2017 that would transfer 
control of the agency’s sub-
way and bus divisions from 
the state-run Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority to 
New York City.  

Avella, other elected offi -
cials, MTA management and 
board members have long 
forgotten that buried within 
the 1953 master agreement 
between the NYC and the 
transit agency is an escape 
clause.  

New York City has the le-
gal right at any time to take 
back control of its assets 
without authorizing legisla-
tive action from Albany.  This 
includes the subway and bus 
systems.

Larry Penner

Opposed to
Walton rally

Dear editor,
In our great country you 

are innocent until proven 
guilty. 

Nonetheless it is disturb-
ing to see members of the 
Pelham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association and Bronx 
Park East Community Asso-
cation rallying for Captain 
Walton of the 49th Precinct 
with T-shirts and signs at 
court appearances. 

None of them lived with 
the captain nor were present 
during the alleged sexual as-
sault. They don’t know him 
that well or know what hap-
pened. 

Therefore the conspiracy 
theories and dismissal of the 
female officer’s allegations 
are offensive. ‘Innocent un-
til proven guilty’ doesn’t 
mean the victim should  be 
called a liar or shamed.     

This small group of peo-
ple need to let the court ex-
amine the evidence.

Roxanne Delgado

Homeless
create fear

Dear editor,
As a concerned member of 

the Throggs Necks community, 
I am worried about the grow-
ing homeless population. Being 
a member of the community 
since birth, I have noticed ma-
jor changes, especially along 
East Tremont Avenue. After 
speaking to many other mem-
bers of the community, I would 
like to make everyone aware of 
what is happening.     

On East Tremont Avenue 
homeless people are becoming 
violent when asking for money. 
I have found that they are more 
violent when asking the el-
derly, since they are more vul-
nerable. I, as a woman am very 
skeptical to walk on the streets 
of my neighborhood because I 
fear that the homeless will be-
come violent. I want to make 
sure that all members of the 
community are aware of this 
issue and aid in trying to put 
an end to it, before it ruins our 
community as a whole.

Emma Meaney

Well-deserved
honor

Dear editor,
The most recent Remem-

ber When article written by 
the very talented and unfortu-
nately deceased Bill Twomey 
failed to include the fact that 
in addition to the park nam-
ing, the southwest corner 
of East 134th Street was co-
named Carlos James Lozada 
Place in 2013.

I spearheaded the effort 
along with then Council-
woman Maria Del Carmen 
Arroyo.

As you know Carlos James 
Lozada received posthu-
mously our nation’s high-
est honor, the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, for his ac-
tions during the battle of Tak 
Do in Vietnam in November 
of 1967. His unit suffered an 
unprecedented 50% plus ca-
sualty rate.

Thank you for continuing 
to remember those who gave 
their last full measure of de-
votion. 

Juan Varela Jr.

Tenants at a 919 Prospect Avenue, recently named the worst in the borough by Public Advocate Leti-
tia James on her offi ce’s annual Worst Landlords Watchlist, announced that they were fi ling a lawsuit 
against their landlord.  The action against landlord Seth Miller on Wednesday, December 14 was initiated 
by the tenants and their association with support from James, Congressman José Serrano, Councilman 
Rafael Salamanca, Banana Kelly Community Improvement Association and Community Development 
Project of the Urban Justice Center. 

(Above) Tenants at a south Bronx building announced they were suing their landlord. 
 Photo courtesy of Public Advocate James’ offi ce

PROSPECT AVENUE TENANTS PROTECT LANDLORD
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have 
stuff?

We have the space!

NOW OPEN AT

718-684-6448

*Two Months FREE!
Conveniently located at 1260 Waters Place, Bronx, NY 10461
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 ○ Flexible Month-to-Month Leases

 ○ 24/7 Video Recording

 ○ Convenient Access Hours

 ○ Award-Winning Customer Service

 ○ Climate Controlled Storage Units

 ○ *Free Move-in Truck and Driver
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Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

$

 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
One of the city’s oldest op-

era companies will celebrate 
its 50th anniversary season 
by showcasing two intriguing 
productions.

This year, the Bronx Opera 
will present two musical per-
formances based on Shake-
speare’s character John Fal-
staff, Sir John in Love and 
Falstaff.

‘Sir John in Love’, a Ralph 
Vaughn Williams production, 
will be presented on Satur-
day, January 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday, January 15 at 2:30 
p.m. at the Lovinger Theatre 
at Lehman College.

Giuseppe Verdi’s ‘Falstaff’ 
will be showcased on Satur-
day, April 29 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, April 30 at 3:00 p.m., 
also at the Lovinger Theatre.

The Bronx Opera will also 
host two performances of each 
production in the Kaye Play-
house at Hunter College in 
Manhattan. Cast and staff has 
not yet been announced.

Last month, the Bronx Op-
era offi cially launched the 
‘Falstaff Fiftieth’ Season with 
an event which included per-
formances of past and present 

Bronx Opera celebrates 50th anniversary season
performers, along with a look 
back at the last half century.

“This is not just an art - it’s 
an art of togetherness, where 
each individual plays their 
role to complete a fi nal prod-
uct that we can be proud of,” 
said Michael Spierman, one 
of the original founders of the 
Bronx Opera, who currently 
serves as the company’s artis-
tic director and principal con-
ductor. “Lehman College has 
provided us with a very warm 
and intimate setting for many 
decades, and we encourage 
people, whether new or expe-
rienced opera lovers, to come 
to one of our performances to 
experience the true nature of 
this atmosphere.”

This is a great borough - a 
borough that appreciates all 
forms and expressions of art,” 
said Michael’s son Ben, the 
Bronx Opera’s managing di-
rector, who has been with the 
company for almost 25 years. 
“We are happy to make our 
home here - and my time with 
the company has been both ex-
citing and meaningful.”

The company was formed 
in 1967 originally known as 
the Heights Opera and was 

based at the NYU Bronx cam-
pus (now known as Bronx 
Community College) before 

the company changed it’s 
name to the Bronx Opera the 
following year.

After performing at vari-
ous locations, the Bronx Op-
era has called the Lovinger 
Theatre its Bronx home since 
1980.

Over the years, the Bronx 
Opera has held performances 
in the Kingsbridge Heights 
Community Center, the River-
dale Y and the Met, to name a 
few venues. 

They’ve also partnered 
with schools, senior centers 
and other organizations to 
introduce and teach students 
more about the art form. All 
productions are performed in 
English.

Manny Madelman, the 
company’s treasurer, has also 
been with the company since 
its inception in 1967, along 
with Spierman.

Concerts and productions 
are presented to many areas 
of New York, including Long 
Island, Westchester, Sullivan 
and Ulster counties.

To purchase tickets for ‘Sir 
John in Love’ or ‘Falstaff, visit 
www.bronxopera.org/buy-
tickets/. Tickets will be avail-
able for purchase soon.

(l-r) Helena Brown, Hannah Spierman, Erin Schwab and David Morrow 
during last year’s production of Regina. 
 Photo courtesy of the Bronx Opera
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BIG HOLIDAY BLOW OUT!!                                                      30%-70% OFF
HOVER  BOARDS

 OR SMART
BALANCE WHEELS

PORTABLE
HEATERS

PROFESSIONAL  
PORTABLE
PA SOUND 
SYSTEMS

STEP DOWN
STEP UP
TRANSFORMERS

$199 $49 $79 $1999
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$79999

$999
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$1498

$1999
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SMART WATCHES VIRTUAL REALITY 

GLASSES

DRONES
w/HD Video Cameras
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Starting at 
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and up

ACOUSTIC GUITAR

FULL SIZE ELECTRIC
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nna

ennaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaas

MP3
PLAYERS

$

Freezer

Micro SD Cards

Patton

QFX

DVD PLAYERS

Nintendo

PAL/SECAM
110/220

Home

$299
50”

from

from
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FREE 100 Minutes

And Accessories

BLOWOUT SALE!

REMOTE CAR ALARM

Starting At

incl.500 Gig DVR

many sizes, colors & varieties All size available

All size available

DJ Sets

Accesories

CAR RADIOS

As Low
As

19” FLAT SCREEN 
SCREEN LCD 40” FLAT SCREEN TV

starting atssssssssssssssssss VR BOX

DJ Equipment 

NEW THIS SEASON

Smart 
Car Audio

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Smart Audio

We Repair 

$17999

$3999

Financing

As Low 

As
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THE STAFF OF BRONX PIZZERIA WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR 
FRIENDS, FAMILY AND CUSTOMERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR. THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two local little leagues 

received training and equip-
ment recently that may save 
a life. 

As part of an ongoing ini-
tiative, the Staten Island 
Heart Society provided defi -
brillators for both the Throgs 
Neck Little League and the 
Pelham Bay Little League for 
use at their facilities.

They also provided train-
ing for league coaches on how 
to use their new equipment at 
the TNLL fi eld on Tuesday, 
December 6, league offi cials 
said. 

The New York City Council 
Beating Hearts Initiative pro-
vided the training and equip-
ment, said Councilman James 
Vacca, who added that a sim-
ilar training had been pro-
vided several months ago at 
the Morris Park Community 
Association. 

The councilman said that 
as part of the council’s budget 
negotiation team, he success-
fully advocated for funding for 
defi brillators in the city bud-
get. 

“This was a long overdue 
expenditure,” said Vacca, add-

Defi brillator training offered to little leagues
ing “We provided funding for 
defi brillators to go to non-prof-
its in the district; they save 
lives.”

This is the fi rst year that 
defi brillators in the district 
have been distributed, said 
the councilman, adding he is 
trying to serve as many non-
profi ts as he can with this 
year’s budget. 

The machines, which de-
liver an electric current when 
people are having heart at-
tacks, are useful for both 
young people and older adults, 
said the councilman. 

In the case of senior citi-
zens defi brillators are useful 
because many older people 
may have age-related illnesses 
and may be at community 
functions where a defi brilla-
tor would save their life, he 
said.

Even for young people who 
are playing sports they could 
be helpful, indicated the coun-
cilman. 

Frank Eisele, TNLL presi-
dent, said that he believes the 
defi brillator and the training 
would mainly serve people 
who come to the fi eld to watch 
their children or grandchil-

dren play ball. 
“It is a very positive thing 

what the city council did,” said 
Eisele of the training and defi -
brillator giveaway. “If some-
thing does occur, the people 
at the league will be trained to 
react.” 

The little league president 
added that the training pro-
vided by Staten Island Heart 
Society was very thorough, 
and included  demonstations 
on full-size and baby-size dum-

mies. 
The league will keep its de-

fi brillator at its fi eld and look 
to obtain another for its travel 
team, said Eisele, who con-
fi rmed that members of the 
PBLL also received training 
on December 6. 

One of the TNLL coaches 
who paticipated in the train-
ing session, John Marano, said 
that for him the training was 
a refresher course because of 
his work at the FDNY. 

Roughly ten offi cials from 
both leagues attended the 
training, said Marano, who 
added that having so many 
people on the fi eld who know 
how to use the technology 
could really save someone’s 
life. 

This year, the Beating 
Hearts Initiative also pro-
vided funding to the Throggs 
Neck Girls Softball League for 
a defi brillator, said a Vacca 
spokesman. 

Councilman Vacca (c) stands with league offi cals during the training session. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca
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l
New Year’s Eve Gala
With a front row seat to the Manhattan Skyline, spend your 

evening celebrating the New Year in style in Marina Del Rey’s 
ballrooms while enjoying our renowned cuisine.

Seven Thirty..PM

Our Famous Deluxe Hot & Cold Cocktail 
Soiree with a Seafood Station 

Dinner

Duet of Sorbet 

Trio Plate of Pasta

Filet Mignon and Lobster Tail

Coffee-Tea-Decaf

Champagne Toast at The New Year

Viennese Dessert Table with Deluxe Breakfast
Unlimited Beverage and Liquor Service

Dancing till 2:00A.M

Featuring Continuous Music by
“THE PROJEKT”

$175 Per Person all Inclusive
$50 Per Person Deposit Required
For Reservations 718-931-6500

Visa/Mastercard Accepted
Payment Due on or Before December 29, 2016

Marina Del Rey

Spe ctacular Wate rviews

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department of Health. 
Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).  ����������		�
�������
	��	�	��

We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
There are 20 New York 

City children who will be 
ready for school after the holi-
day break thanks to 10-year 
old Bronx resident Elizabeth 
Rodriguez.

Elizabeth, and her mother 
Elbia Cabral, worked with 
Catholic Charities to provide 
$600 worth of school supplies 
to children who have recently 
escaped from other countries 
to the U.S. for safety, but are 
now living in poverty.

The idea came from a Cath-
olic Charities program called 
Service in Schools. 

“In September, news of the 
program was sent to all our 
volunteers, and Elizabeth’s 
mom, Elbia, responded with 
interest,” said Margaret Mar-
tin, director of the Catholic 
Charities Immigration Pro-
gram. 

“I told Elizabeth about it 
and as soon as I informed 
her she was like, ‘Yes! I want 
to do this,” said Cabral. “I 
remember her sending back 
the email the very same day 
requesting more informa-
tion.”

From the beginning of 

Student raises money for recent immigrants
the fundraising process both 
Cabral and Martin marveled 
at her work ethic.

“I sold lemonade, cookies, 
donuts, and things like that 
to raise money,” said Eliza-
beth, a student at Holy Rosary 
School.

Cabral said after they re-
ceived the volunteer infor-
mation she thought she and 
her husband Misael Rodri-
guez were going to have to fi -
nancially support Elizabeth’s 
fundraiser.

Cabral expected her to 
raise about $200 dollars and 
Martin shared Cabral’s senti-
ment.

“When I fi rst heard she 
started the project I thought 
she has a life and she’s in 
school with her friends so 
maybe we’ll get a backpack or 
two,” said Martin.

Elizabeth shattered all ex-
pectations.

“It was like her job to advo-
cate and do sales everyday,” 
said Cabral. “She was really 
proactive about it.

She began raising money 
in September and by the end 
of the month she had already 
amassed $286. 

By the end of October she 
reached her goal - $600.

She was able to buy 20 

backpacks, passing the “fi ve 
to seven” Cabral thought she 
would achieve.

Cabral said Elizabeth 
chose which bags she wanted 
and made sure they were bags 
she and her friends would use 
themselves.

In addition, she fi lled each 
bag with school supplies such 
as pens, paper and folders.

“I like helping people,” said 
Elizabeth. “I love it.”

Martin said the work Eliza-
beth did was inspiring.

“Elizabeth is so generous 
and thoughtful, and also en-
terprising,” she said. “Many of 
us would like to help but don’t 
know how to put that into ac-
tion she did! 

“Elizabeth is an inspira-
tion to all New Yorkers and 
exemplifi es that we are a city 
that thrives on and welcomes 
immigrants and diversity,” 
she added.

Cabral and Elizabeth 
dropped off the supply-fi lled 
backpacks in November.

Martin said they have 
since given out nearly all the 
backpacks to children rang-
ing from ages four to 16.

“This is such a huge thing 
for children coming here from 
poor, violent countries to be 
our neighbors,” said Martin.

10-year old Elizabeth Rodriguez stands with markers she’s going to put 
into one of the 20 backpacks she bought to give to impoverished immi-
grants students. Elizabeth worked for two months, raising $600 to buy 
the 20 backpacks. Photo Courtesy of DKC Public Relations
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START YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION 
EARLY WITH THE NEWEST WAY TO 

RESHAPE YOUR BODY 

4915 Broadway, NY, NY 10034
750 Mclean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

37-73 103rd St, Corona NY 11368

718-804-5452
Adam Y. Goldman, MD

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE Consultation at one of our offi ces 

Financing available

A NEW 
non-invasive 

body contouring 
system for the 
reduction of 

stubborn fat in 
the areas such 

as abdomen and 
love handles..

nymetrovein.com
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
‘Twas the week before Christmas, and 

all through Pelham Parkway children 
lined up along Lydig Avenue to meet ole’ 
St. Nick and maybe get an early Christ-
mas present. 

The Pelham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association held its annual toy giveaway 
at the Pelham Parkway Vision Center on 
Tuesday, December 20, and as usual the 
event was well-attended by enthusiastic 
neighborhood youngsters. 

After the association cancelled the 
event last year due to personal issues, 
new president Andrea Siegel said the as-
sociation was holding the event for the 
third time, again with the help of toy do-
nations from the community. 

The vision center had agreed to help 
host the event several years ago when it 
was a hit with local kids, she added. 

While the association put up flyers 
around the neighborhood to advertise 
the event, many of the 50 or so children in 
line happened to simply stumble across 

it while walking home from school with 
their parents. 

Toys received ranged from the classic 
Monopoly board to a Batman glider. 

An unsolicited donation by the man 
wearing the red suit and beard and other 
community members was matched by 
the association, Siegel said. 

“Whatever they put in, we matched” 
Siegel said. 

“That was $600 that was spent on toys 
today,” added former association presi-
dent Edith Blitzer, who also helped run 
Tuesday’s event. 

When presents ran out, children were 
offered candy canes and continued to 
take advantage of an opportunity to take 
a picture with Santa. 

This year the man in the red suit was 
Joe McManus, the 80th Assembly Dis-
trict State Committeeman. 

McManus donated hundreds of dol-
lars worth of toys to the effort, Siegel 
said, and then agreed to put on a suit and 
beard for the children when no one else 
was available. 

“I’ve been involved in this commu-
nity for 40 years, so I’m always involved 
with something,” McManus said between 
handing gifts out to waves of children. 

McManus said he enjoyed the experi-
ence. “I loved it, especially when you see 
the kids, especially the little ones, when 
they get excited - I walked over here and 
I saw kids on line and they were just be-
side themselves,” he said.

Events like the toy giveaway bring 
people together, and strengthen local 
communities, he added. 

“It shows people that you don’t have 
to go to a big giant mall,” McManus said. 
“And that they should shop locally, too.” 

Director of optometry Dr. Oleg Lisit-
syn said the toy giveaway was just a little 
way the store could give back to the com-
munity. 

“We are a local store and everybody 
knows us, so it’s the least we can do,” the 
doctor said. “It’s a pleasure to see chil-
dren we see normally all year for exams 
just come and enjoy themselves,”  

Pel. Pkwy. Neighborhood 
Association rewards kids

Pelham Parkway Vision Center employees and Dr. Oleg Lisitsyn pose with Santa, a.k.a. Joe 
McManus, at the annual Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association toy giveaway. 
 Walter Podfeldt

I’ve been involved in 
this community for 40 

years, so I’m always 
involved in something. 

I loved it, expecially 
when you see the kids, 

especially the little ones, 
when they get excited - I 

walked over here and 
I saw kids on line and 
they were just beside 

themselves.
Joe McManus
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Anyone can deliver food, but when you order Tosca, you’ll experience the highest level of traditional Italian hospitality. We’ll bring our delicious homemade menu choices to you—
convenient, delectable, affordable. Tosca’s catering service provides you with the uncompromising taste and quality of menu and service in the comfort of your own specified locale. 
You can create your own package, simply contact us for further inquiry and we’ll be happy to arrange your menu. Fast, free delivery and set–up. House accounts welcomed.

CATERING? LET TOSCA CATER YOUR NEXT HOME OR OFFICE EVENT

GRANDE S E R V E S  8 – 1 0  $ 1 7 5
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Party–Sized Trays Half trays feed approximately 
6 to 8 people. Full trays feed approximately 12 
to 15 people.

Fast, Free Delivery and Set-Up 
All orders are kept hot and ready– 
to–serve. Plates, napkins, table covers and 
eating/serving utensils included upon request.

GENEROSO S E R V E S  1 5 – 2 0  $ 3 7 5
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

OFFICE PARTY
· Vegetable Crudite
· Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with Grilled Chicken Breast
· Fresh Fruit Platter
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 1 8 5

NONNO MIA
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive,  Radicchio Salad
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 1 9 5

FAMILY STYLE
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted Peppers 
& Fresh Basil

· Clams Oreganata · Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 2 2 0

THE ITALIAN JOB
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
·  Fresh Baked Bread, Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 5 – 2 0  $ 3 2 5

GAME DAY
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti with Meat Balls
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 2 0 5

“Best spot 
for brunch in 

the Bronx”
Rated 2016

“Lovingly restored 1922 pizza oven”

“#1 Pizza In The Bronx”

“100 Best Italian
Restaurants”

C O A L - F I R E D  B R I C K  O V E N  P I Z Z A
R E S T A U R A N T  ·  B A R  ·  L O U N G E  ·  E V E N T S

4038 EAST TREMONT AVE. · AT MILES AVE. · THROGS NECK, BRONX, NY

FAST FREE DELIVERY 718.239.3300
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G    ·    C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P    ·    VA L E T  PA R K I N G 
T O S C A N Y C . C O M       T O S C A N Y C       T O S C A N Y C

WE ARE OPEN
CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY, 
NEW YEAR’S EVE & NEW YEAR’S DAY

S

saturday, december 31
8:30pm–1:30am

new year’s eve
—————————

—————————2o17
2 LEVELS OF MUSIC BY LIVE DJ 
COCKTAIL HOUR · FULL BUFFET

OPEN BAR · CHAMPAGNE
HATS AND NOISE MAKERS
COMPLIMENTARY PHOTOS

LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE
FREE VALET PARKING

FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

PRESALE $100
PER PERSON INCLUDES TAX 

AND GRATUITY, UNTIL DECEMBER 24,  
$120 WEEK OF DECEMBER 25–31

CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. 
SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY

7 1 8 . 8 6 3 . 6 3 6 3
T O S C A M A R Q U E E . C O M
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

DECEMBER EXTRAVAGANZA!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

December Special 10% 
of any treatment

(l-r) Students Moussa Diakite, Ardi Kastrati and Zachary Llanot; Branadon Muccino, P.S. 
83 principal; teacher Laura Weihe; police offi cers Ann Echevarria and Thelma Tineo;  Joe 
Thompson, 49th Precinct Community Council president; 49th Precinct Community Affi ars 
police offi cer David Lepore, teacher Connie Calbrase and student Aylani Perez. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Not even a stomach fl u that forced 

some students to stay home could stop 
the collection of food for the needy at 
several schools in Morris Park and 
Pelham Parkway this holiday season.   

Students at six schools and two 
youth programs in Morris Park and 
Pelham Parkway school collected an 
estimated 14,000 pounds of food for the 
annual 49th Precinct Holiday Food 
Drive during the three weeks after 
Thanksgiving, said Joe Thompson, 
49th Precinct Community Council 
president and drive coordinator. 

That food was collected by the pre-
cinct from the schools on Wednesday, 
December 21 for two local pantries.

The precinct personnel chipped in 
an additional estimated 1,000 pounds 
of non-perishable food, said Thomp-
son. 

An NYPD van delivered the col-
lected items to the Bronx Jewish Com-
munity Council pantry at 2141 Holland 
Avenue and to a pantry at St. Lucy’s 
Church in Allerton, said Thompson. 

Schools participating in the collec-
tion included P.S. 83, P.S. 105, P.S. 108, 
Van Nest Academy and P.S. 481. 

Cub Scout Pack 162 and the 49th 
Precinct Explorers also collected food 
and students from P.S. 89 helped un-
load delivered food at BJCC. 

The drive coordinator said that as 
has been the case in previous years, 
students at P.S. 83 collected the larg-
est portion of the donations, despite 
an outbreak of norovirus at the shool 
which led to a large number of student 
absences in recent weeks. 

Thompson said that in light of 
all the school community has gone 
through, the amount of food collected 
took on even more meaning and was in 
the holiday spirit of giving. 

“The school has been decimated 
by this virus and for the school to still 
come up with this kind of food collec-
tion shows dedication on the part of 
the students and their parents,” said 
Thompson, adding the school’s stu-
dents and parents fought through it 
and still did a good job. 

P.S. 83 principal Brandon Muccino 
said that collection boxes were placed 
in every classroom, and that the class 
in the main school and its annex that 

49th Pct. Food Drive a Success

collected the most food was treated to 
a pizza party. 

They turn the collection into a con-
test each year, he said 

The student’s effort in this year’s 
collection proved that despite obsta-
cles, they were able to accomplish the 
goals set, said the principal. 

“I think that all the students still 
realize, even through their illnesses, 
how fortunate we are as a commu-
nity,” said Muccino. “The fact that we 
still brought in just as much food as in 
any other year we have been doing this 
is a testament to overcoming obstacles 
and focusing on what we should be do-
ing for everybody else.” 

A parent who volunteered with 28 
eighth graders from P.S. 89 to deliver 
the food to BJCC, Patricia Flores, 
said that she hoped the effort taught 
her daughter, Ashley Medina, and all 
of the students why it is important to 
help those less fortunate. 

From the perspective of the pre-
cinct’s personnel, David Lepore, 49th 
Precinct Community Affairs police 
offi cer, said that he believes the drive 
bolsters an already strong relation-
ship between police and community in 
the precinct.

“It shows...the community that we 
are here to help and give back in any 
way we can,” said Lepore, adding that 
by having youth and schools involved, 
the public gets to see ‘a different face’ 
of the police.  

Aversen Sous, and his fellow students, 
helped load the food into the van at P.S. 83. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 12/26/16.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

SIGN UP WITH AN EMAIL ADDRESS &

RECIEVE OUR UPDATES & SPECIALS

SUPERSTORE
WINE & LIQUOR

Throggs Neck Plaza Upstairs From Target 

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

FREE
PARKING

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

$1724

Smirnoff 
Peppermint

750 ml

Each

$3499

Grey 
Goose

750 ml

Each

$2899

Baileys Irish 
Cream

$3599
$2440

Jack Daniels 
Winter Jack

750 ml

Each
$4049

Gentleman 
Jack

750 ml

Each

$4999

Jack Daniels 
Single Barrel

750 ml

Each

$5499

Glenlivet 
12 yr

750 ml

Each
$3499

Dewars 
12 yr

750 ml

Each

$4999

Remy Martin 
VSOP

750 ml

Each
$1599

Bolla 2 Bottle  
             Gift Set

750 ml

Each

$3052

Disaronno 
Amaretto

750 ml

Each
$2999

Absolut 
Vodka

1.75 Lit.

Each

$2122

Rumchata

750 ml

Each
$182

750 ml
Ea.

Johnnie 
Walker Blue

All year round

$5599

Moet Nectar 
Rose

750 ml

Each

$2999

Belaire Rose 
Brut & LUX

750 ml

Each
$1499

Bartenura 
Sparkling Rose 

& Moscato

750 ml
Each

$899

Tutela 
Prosecco

750 ml

Each
$3900

Ruffi no  
Riserva 

Ducale Gold

750 ml
Each

$3299

Antiche Terre 
Amarone

750 ml

Each

Give The Gift Of Good Taste
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

JARROW VIBRANT HEALTH NATROL NATURES ANSWER SOLGAR KAL SOLARAY

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 12/31/16

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Elected offi cials and local 

organizations came together 
to preserve an annual holiday 
tradition.

On Tuesday, December 20, 
Senator Ruben Diaz, along 
with the chairman of the NYS 
Republican Party Edward 
Cox, Councilman Rafael Sal-
amanca, Assemblyman Luis 
Sepulveda and The New York 
Hispanic Clergy Association 
hosted the fourth annual ‘Toys 
Giveaway in the Bronx’ at I.S. 
217 Rafael Hernandez School.

The toy giveaway, which 
was held in I.S. 217’s audito-
rium and is the biggest annual 
toy drive held in the Bronx, 
distributed a free toy to the 
fi rst 1,000 children in atten-
dance, ages 1 through 9. The 
event was sponsored by Cox 
and the state Repubicans.

The event began with a 
prayer, followed by a reci-
tation of the Pledge of Alle-
giance, a performance of the 
National Anthem and a dance 
performance by the Christian 
Community Neighborhood 
Church. After the perfor-
mance, it was time for Santa 
Clause to make his appear-
ance and begin delivering free 

Local offi cials host annual large toy giveaway
toys to the children.

“We are celebrating the 
birth of Jesus Christ by giv-
ing back to the children of this 
community - who may not al-
ways have access to the gifts 
they want during this time of 
year,” said Senator Diaz, who 
has hosted various toy give-
aways during the holidays 
for the past 15 years. “This is 
a great example of Democrats 
and Republicans coming to-
gether - but this is not about 
politics, it’s about something 
far more important - it’s about 
being there for the commu-
nity and seeing these children 
smile when they receive their 
presents.”

Diaz will be hosting an-
other gift event at noon on 
Christmas Eve on Southern 
Boulevard and Aldus Street, 
which will benefi t residents 
of Santo Domingo, the capital 
and largest city of the Domini-
can Republic.

“This event is not just for 
children and families who cel-
ebrate Christmas - this is also 
for those who celebrate Ha-
nukkah, Kwanzaa and Three 
Kings’ Day,” Diaz said. “But 
overall, this event is to give to 
others and spread happiness 

to children and families in the 
Bronx.”

I could feel the energy and 
excitement of these children 
once I entered the ,” said Sal-
amanca, who has assisted 
Diaz and the NYSRP with the 
toy giveaway for the last four 
years as the district manager 
of Community Board 2. “Sen-
ator Diaz and the (NYSRP) 
have always done a great job 

putting this event together - 
and it wouldn’t have happened 
if all of the participators were 
not involved.”

“It’s so worth putting on 
this event - especially when 
you see the smiles on these 
children’s faces ,” said Cox, 
who sponsored the toy give-
away for the fourth consecu-
tive year. “Senator Diaz made 
this happen - Santa Clause 

may be here for these children 
on Christmas, but Diaz is here 
for these children for the other 
364 days of the year.”

It’s great to see so much 
happiness in one room,” said 
Assemblyman Victor Picardo, 
who was also in attendance. 
“This is a time for giving and 
being thankful - and the fact 
that this is all happening in 
one place is very special.”

(l-r) Michael Rendino; commissioner of the NYC Board of Elections, Cox, Diaz, Josue Melendez; Santa Clause and 
Salamanca holding his child, Aidan at the toy giveaway. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it?
THEN PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Remember: At LJI We Always Pay High

PAWN YOUR JEWELRY

All Items Sold at Wholesale Prices!

DCA Lic# 1353627 718.931.1932

JEWELRY SALES

SCRAP

FinallyAn HONEST
Can Trust!

WE SELL

SILVER
10 AND

100 OZ BARS

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An annual Christmas tra-

dition is being continued by a 
business in Morris Park.

The Italian Christmas cus-
tom of the Feast of the Seven 
Fishes is still strongly sup-
ported by  local meat and fi sh 
wholesale warehouse and mar-
ket Giordano’s Big G, located 
at 1554 Paulding Avenue.  The 
business has specialized in 
this celebration for the past 25 
years.

Giordano’s Big G, who has 
been a major food distributor 
in the east Bronx for the last 
four decades is currently sell-
ing various kinds of seafood 
for the holiday season, such 
as lobster tails, calamari, 
shrimp, king crab legs, octo-
pus, fi let of sole and tilapia.

Many of the lobster tails, 
including baby, one-ounce 
lobster tails which are priced 
at $2.each, are imported from 
Brazil. Other seafood is im-
ported from India, Vietnam 
and Canada.

The market/warehouse 
also sells baccala, a salted cod 
which is very popular among 
Italians, especially during 
this feast.

Big G continues ‘Feast of 7 Fishes’ tradition

Giordano’s Big G, which 
also sells beef, ham, lamb, 
pork, poultry ribs and veal, 
is a full service warehouse 
that has a butcher on the 
premises seven days a week 
and provides express deliv-
ery to all local businesses. 
They also sell frozen and 
fresh vegetables, bread, milk 
and cheese, as well as pro-
duce, along with many sta-
ple items that can be found 

in supermarkets. They are 
one of the largest Sabrett 
Hot Dog distributors in the 
borough.

This year, Giordano’s Big G 
is offering a free shop at home 
service, where customers can 
call in their grocery orders 
and have it delivered directly 
to their door, with a minimum 
order of $50. Giordano’s Big G 
will delivery to all addresses 
in Morris Park and Throggs 

Neck and most neighborhoods 
in the south Bronx.

The business is also offer-
ing a ‘buy one, get one free’ for 
many items during the holi-
day season.

“It’s important to not only 
acknowledge this part of the 
Christmas tradition - but to 
also be able to provide the sea-
food for our customers so they 
can celebrate this tradition 
properly,” said Carl Giordano, 
owner of Giordano’s Big G. 
“At this location, our custom-
ers know they will be able to 
purchase quality seafood in a 
timely fashion at a great price, 
especially during this time of 
year.”

“This year, customers don’t 
even have to leave their homes 
to make a purchase - and that 
can be essential during the 
holidays, when time can be 
limited,” Giordano added.

Prior to starting his own 
business in 1973 at age 18, 
Giordano gained experience 
as a teenager working as an 
assistant manager at Met 
Food supermarkets, which 
were located at 204th Street 
and Mosholu Parkway and 
Williamsbridge Road and Pel-

ham Parkway.
Giordano originally 

started his wholesale business 
out of a van, and then a truck, 
delivering meat to restaurants 
and hotels in the Bronx and 
Westchester County. He previ-
ously managed stores in both 
Mount Vernon and Peekskill, 
before primarily focusing his 
business in the Bronx.

The business was located 
on East Tremont Avenue in 
the early 1980s, before mov-
ing to its current location on 
Paulding Avenue in the mid-
1990s.

Giordano Big G’s is open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Mon-
days through Saturdays and 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sun-
days.

The Feast of the Seven 
Fishes, a southern Italian tra-
dition, includes the serving of 
at last seven different kinds of 
seafood at Christmas Eve din-
ner. It is a common belief that 
having fi sh on Christmas Eve 
stems from the Catholic prac-
tice of abstaining from meat. 
The number of fi shes (seven) 
is believed to refer to the seven 
sacraments of the Catholic 
church.

Giordano holds up king crab legs and lobster tails, two of the many choic-
es that can be used for the Feast of the Seven Fishes. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 23-29, 2016 27  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 23-29, 201628    BTR

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Sergeant Gonzalo Duran spent eight 

years of his life in a uniform as a U.S. Ma-
rine, but he spent the evening of Monday, 
December 5 dressed as Santa Claus.

In front of a small crowd of young chil-
dren and their parents at Confetti Kids 
on Westchester Avenue, Duran discussed 
a very serious topic: veteran suicides.

After watching a 60 Minutes piece 
about Clay Hunt, a Navy Seal who com-
mitted suicide after serving in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, Duran told the younsters 
that soldiers like Hunt often have scars 
that can’t be seen.

“His feelings were bad, thinking 
about what happened, and when he took 
his life, it was very sad to everyone be-
cause they wanted to help him,” he told 
them.

Duran said he wanted the children to 
know veterans can be old or young, and 
can have more visible injuries than Hunt 
did, such as missing limbs. 

The December 5 program, 22 Hugs A 
Day, is aimed at helping veterans to open 
up and let their defenses down.  

He gave each child a toy collected dur-
ing a holiday toy drive and asked for just a 
hug in return. 

The organization’s name is a reference 
to the 22 suicides a day committed by U.S. 
military veterans. 

The program was co-sponsored by the 
Bronx Veterans Chamber of Commerce.

“The point is for tough guys like me 
to relax and bring our defenses down, 
because all we know is how to do things 
quick and in a hurry without hesitation, 
and it’s hard to get out of that mentality 
later on in life.”

Duran said he had to leave the mili-
tary due to a lung condition caused by the 
burn pits use by soldiers in Iraq. 

He said transitioning back to civilian 
life was rough, but that his struggles help 
lay the foundation for Devil Dog USA.

Duran has a long history of hosting 
youth programs though the Devil Dog or-
ganization, including tennis, scuba and 
golf programs. 

He also was recently awarded a Fa-
ther of the Year award by the Bronx Fa-
therhood Coalition, and is now working 
to add educational programs like the 22 
Hugs event to his schedule. 

While millions were being spent on 
programs to help veterans, Duran said 
veteran suicide rates are not dropping.

“Instead of silly things like the man-
nequin challenge going viral, this issue 
should be going viral,” he said.

Duran was joined by other veterans 
friends at the event, including U.S. Army 
1st Sergeant First Class John Perez. 

Perez, 49, said he was working to put 
together a hotline for veterans experienc-
ing psychological issues.

“There has always been a spike of sui-
cides among veterans during the holi-
days, it is a trigger for something that 
happened previously,” Perez said.

Perez said there are many factors as 
to why suicide rates persist, such as the 
way veterans are treated by the Veterans 
Administration.

“We know, statistically, that the sui-
cide rate has increased since new medi-
cations have been given out so there is 
a connection - it’s something you don’t 
hear in the media but guys on the inside 
know,” he said.

Bronx Veteran to help 
fellow vets with hugs 

(l-r) Ashley Bermudez, Josephine Luna, Princeton Dowe, Kathlein Canzoniero, Debbie Pow-
ers, Sgt. Gonzalo Duran, Lourdes Gamez and Elizabeth Munoz spread holiday cheer this year.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

Clean Start HcG  
Weight Loss Program

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 

OUR CLEAN START 
PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
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CONGRATULATIONS KOSOVOHappy Holidays
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

We Take E.B.T. CARD

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT

 LBS...........................  each

BABY LOBSTER TAILS
......................................... each

 
.

3  each

  each

 each 

  each

 each

 each

BRAZIL LOBSTER TAILS

OCTOPUS SPANISH
..................................

 

LBS.................................................

BACALAO LB.BAG

SOAKED OR DRY............................

KING CRAB CT ..............

KING CRAB LEGS CT ...... 

ANCHOVIES FLAT FILETS ...  

 LBS.............  each

CT

 LBS.........................

PLEASE ORDER FRESH FISH
24 HOURS IN ADVANCENEW YORKS LARGEST SELECTION

  CT ............ 

HOLIDAY 
SPECIALS

 
CT

CT ............
CT ...............
CT ..............

CT ........................

CT ..........................

LARGE  CT ...............................  

CT ..............................  

 CT .............

MEAT & DELI FRESH SEAFOOD
AVAILABLE

NOW TAKING
HOLIDAY ORDERS

PRIME RIB ROAST PORK SPIRAL HAMS FILLET MIGNON

ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT SEASONED AND TIED FREE

TILAPIA FILET
OZ .............................
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

(Left) Gilbert is a brindle that has been at the shelter 
since he was 2 months old and is now about 3 years 
old. Kid, cat, and dog (big and small) friendly. (Right) 
Thelma and Louise are happy and friendly kittens, 
only a few months old, they are at their shelter with 
their friendly mom. New Beginning Animal Rescue 
is located at 2515 Newbold Avenue. To adopt any of 
these pets, email newbeginninganimalrescue@gmail.
com or call 347-691-3282.

UP FOR ADOPTION

BY LYNN GERBINO
Hello all. 
Dues are due...you 

can help with post-
age by sending your 
$15 check to : Throggs 
Neck Homeowners As-
sociation, P.O. Box 25, 
Thoggs Neck Station, Bronx, NY 10465.

On behalf of our executive board, I would like 
to wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year. To those who celebrate...we wish 
a Happy Hanukkah or a Happy Kwanzaa.

Our next meeting will not be held until March 
2017, but keep up with us on our Facebook page: 
Throggs Neck Homeowners Association or call us 
at (718) 823-0327.

Peace and love always to you all!

BY MICHAEL P. 
MCNERNEY

On behalf of the 
Country Club Civic 
Association, we would 
like to wish our read-
ers a Merry Christ-
mas, Happy Holidays, 
and Happy New Year.

As we apprach the new year, our Membership 
Committee chairwoman Patrizia McNerney is in 
the process of sending out the 2017 membership 
renewal notices. She has just completed an audit 
of both our membership list, and Bronx Times Re-
porter mailing distribution list. When you receive 
your renewal, please return it in a timely manner. 
Failure to do so may result in your being removed 
from both lists, and you will no longer receive home 
delivery of this newspaper. Like most any organiza-
tion, membership is the lifeblood of our association, 
and we look forward to your continued participa-
tion and support. 

The next general meeting of our association will 
be on Wednesday, January 25 at 7:30 p.m.. 

The meeting will be held at the Villa Maria 
Academy Cafeteria, which is located at 3335 Coun-
try Club Road.    

The association can be reached via mail at P.O. 
Box 21, Bronx, NY 10465, and via telephone at (718) 
823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take pride in your com-
munity; your home extends beyond your property 
line!”
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The Bronx Chamber of Commerce held its annual Holiday Party and Toy Drive on Wednesday, December 14 at Villa Barone Manor.  Certifi cates were presented 
to new members.  The event featured music by the Just Nuts Party Band and chamber chairman Joe Kelleher, who  grabbed a guitar and performed a couple 
of popular songs. (pictured) he chamber board of directors gathers to celebrate the holiday. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sashee Rivera, Bronx Chamber administrative assistant and 
membership coordinator (l) and Jason Escobar of Jason Home 
Inspection donates to the toy drive. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Joe Kelleher, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Nunzio Del 
Greco. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Nunzio Del Greco; Gianna Dell’Oliochamber administrative 
assistant and membership coordinator and Phil Cardone, grants 
and events director for the chamber. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Joe Kelleher, Bronx Chamber chairman (r) and Nunzio Del 
Greco, president (l), with new members Superior Metals & 
Woodwork Inc., Smalldone and Rivera. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

New Bronx Chamber members Dwayne Purville 
(l) and Robert Gretczko (c) of CERO Communica-
tions with Chamber CEO Nunzio del Greco. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronx Chamber Chairman Joe Kelleher, Bronx 
Chamber president & CEO (r) and Nunzio Del 
Greco (l) with new member Valerie Smaldone of 
Valerie Smaldone Media Worldwide, LLC. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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ALBANIAN AMERICAN OPEN HAND 
ASSOCIATION’S WINTER HEALTH FAIR

52ND PRECINCT CHRISTMAS PARADE 

VAN NEST NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE CELEBRATES THE HOLIDAYS

(Above) Joe McManus (2nd row, l), 80th Assembly District and Community Board 11 Land 
Use Committee chairman; VNNA members and residents had a merry time celebrating the 
holidays.

(Left) Charmone Daniel-Peets and her husband William Peets embraced the holiday 
spirit. Photos by Aracelis Batista

The Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance celebrated the Yuletide season with its fun-fi lled 
Christmas party on Monday, December 5 at the Monsignor Fiorentino Apartments.

The 52nd Precinct spread holiday cheer with its inaugural holiday parade on Tuesday, De-
cember 13. Offi cers distributed candy canes and toys as they traveled through crime heavy 
areas in Norwood and Bedford Park. Community Board 7 and Councilman Andrew Cohen 
participated in the parade and wished everyone a happy and safe holiday season.

(Above) Andrew Sandler, CB 7 district manager and Adaline Walker Santiago (back, r), CB 
7 chairwoman with Santa’s elves and the 52nd Precinct Community Council’s Grace Siemer 
(c). Photo courtesy of Community Board 7

COMMUNITY BOARD 7’S TREE LIGHTING

Families celebrated the holiday season at Community Board 7’s annual Holiday Tree Lighting 
Ceremony on Thursday, December 8 at the intersection of Mosholu Parkway and Bainbridge 
Avenue.      Photo courtesy of Community Board 7

Ll-r) Arta Hasanaj, Jeta Gjakova, Selvije Kastrati and Gabriela Silverio worked the United 
Health Care table. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Albanian American 
Open Hand Associa-
tion hosted the ‘Winter 
Health and Wellness 
Fair’ on Monday, De-
cember 12 at Bronx 
House. The event, pre-
sented in conjunction 
with Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj, Senator 
Jeff Klein and Bronx 
House, offered resi-
dents important infor-
mation and services 
safeguarding their 
health.

(Right, l-r) Healthfi rst’s 
Silfrido Perez, Juan Ta-
vares and Yvette Gray 
provided educational 
literature to residents. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Love Always,
Stanley, Dena, Danielle, Kris, 
Johnny, Marisa, Kris, Sienna 

& Baby John (Tripp)

The sadness never goes away
the silent tears still fl ow 

you’re thought of and sadly missed
more than you’ll ever know

But now you’re with the Angels
safe and sound in Heaven above

we hold on to the memories
and treasure them with love

Yet special times like Christmas
often make us wonder why

God took you from this world
it was too soon to say goodbye

But memories are precious
they will last a lifetime through

we know that God has chosen you
to be his Angel too
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Bronx House School for Per-

forming Arts is currently accepting 
registration for their winter session 
of group music and dance classes for 
children, teens and adults. Group mu-
sic classes begin the week of January 
7th and run for ten weeks and include 
pre-school music appreciation, pre-
instrumental classes in piano and vi-
olin, and beginner piano and guitar 
for ages 6 and up. Semester Two of the 
Dance Studio at Bronx House begins 
Wednesday, January 25, runs 15-week 
weeks and include offerings in Cre-
ative Movement, Pre-Ballet, Ballet, 
Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop and a Musical The-
ater Workshop for children entering 
grades 1-4. Classes are offered Tues-
days through Sundays; dance classes 
culminate in a recital on Sunday, June 
4 at the Bronx High School of Science.

Ongoing registration is also avail-
able for private instruction in piano, 
guitar, voice, violin, drums, and other 
instruments.

The School for Performing Arts 
faculty is comprised of professionals 
who are active performers and mu-
sic educators and who hold advanced 
degrees from schools including Juil-
liard, Mannes, the Manhattan School 
of Music, New England Conservatory 
and NYU. They also include émigré 
instrumentalists who once played in 
orchestras in Russia, Hungary and Al-
bania. 

All classes are held in a state-of-the-
art 7,000 square foot wing that includes 
soundproof and sound enhanced music 
rooms and dance studios. The school 
also offers scholarships to students 

who qualify for fi nancial assistance as 
well as instruments available for loan, 
free of charge, which students may 
take home during the course of their 
instruction.

Bronx House is located at 990 Pel-
ham Parkway South.  For more infor-
mation or to register call (718) 792-1800 
ext. 235, or check the website at www.
bronxhouse.org.

* * *

Join The Fresh Air Fund for its 
141st summer of serving New York 
City children from low-income com-
munities, and give your child an ex-
perience of a lifetime, free of charge.  
Boys and girls learn about new places, 
participate in cultural exchanges, ex-
plore nature and go on a journey of 
self-discovery.

Calling all Bronx parents!  Now is 
the time for New York City families 
throughout the fi ve boroughs to regis-
ter their children for an unforgettable 
summer of visiting volunteer host fam-
ilies along the East Coast and South-
ern Canada or attending sleep-away 
camps in upstate New York.

Fresh Air child Kima, age 12 from 
the Bronx, has been visiting her vol-
unteer host family since she was seven 
years old.  She says, “I’m feeling awe-
some about visiting my host family in 
Connecticut again.  It is quieter than 
the Bronx, and you can do exciting 
things.  We go to water parks and mov-
ies, and we bake and cook together.  
My host sister is 14, and we’re friends.  
During the school year, we text and 
call, and I even visit there on school 
breaks.  The one thing I learned from 

my Fresh Air experience is never stop 
trying.  I couldn’t swim, and then they 
taught me, and, by the end of the week, 
I was diving off the diving board!   My 
experience was great, amazing and 
fun!”

Registration is now open for the 
summer of 2017. Through the Friendly 
Towns Program, children on fi rst-time 
visits, seven through 12 years old, en-
joy a one-week experience with volun-
teer host families.  Children re-invited 
to the same host families may visit 
through age 18.  At sleep-away camps 
in Fishkill, New York, girls, ages eight 
through 12, and boys, ages 8 through 
15, explore outdoor adventures.

Application Guides for parents are 
available in  Chinese, English,  Korean 
and Spanish, and multi-lingual staff 
members are available for assistance. 
For more information about register-
ing your child, visit www.freshair.org 
or call (800) 367-0003.

* * *

Alhassan Susso, from the Interna-
tional Community High School in the 
Bronx, has been included in the top 50 
shortlist for the Varkey Foundation 

Global Teacher Prize 2017, which is 
announced today at www.globalteach-
erprize.org 

Now in its third year, the US $1 mil-
lion award is the largest prize of its 
kind, and was set up to recognize one 
exceptional teacher who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the profes-
sion as well as to shine a spotlight on 
the important role teachers play in so-
ciety. By unearthing thousands of sto-
ries of heroes that have transformed 

young people’s lives, the prize hopes 
to bring to life the exceptional work of 
millions of teachers all over the world. 

Alhassan Susso teaches History in 
New York’s Bronx and has overcome 
many obstacles to succeed in life and 
in his profession: an immigrant from 
West Africa, he had a rare eye disease 
in youth which left him nearly blind. 
Following the early death of his sister 
as an indirect result of her being un-
able to emigrate to the US and receive 
medical treatment, Alhassan wanted 
to become an immigration lawyer, 
but was persuaded that he could make 
more of a difference by empowering 
people as a teacher.

To motivate and equip his students 
to succeed, he has created the Inspir-
ing Teens program, with a relation-
ship-based approach designed to help 
teens build the skills to thrive aca-
demically, socially, professionally and 
economically. The program is built on 
fi ve essential skills: Mindset, Vision, 
Setting, Interpersonal Communica-
tions, Leadership, and Financial Man-
agement. The central concept is of a 
Well-Rounded Student – consisting of 
eloquent speaking, purposeful read-
ing, persuasive writing, and critical 
thinking. 

The program has resulted in a boost 
to standardized exam results from 
29% to 69% in one year with a pass rate 
of over 90%. All the students who took 
the program for credit graduated and 
went to college, and for the last three 
years Alhassan has been the “Most 
Admired and Inspirational Teacher” 
in his school.

Bronx House registration; Varkey Foundation Global Teacher Prize

• Bronx House School For Performing Arts Registration

• Posse Foundation Award Winner

• The Fresh Air Fund Summer Camp Applications

Senior Eduardo Garcia was 
awarded a Posse Foundation Scholar-
ship to attend DePauw University in 
Indiana in the fall. 

Spanning across a four-year educa-
tion and totaling over $200,000 in full 
tuition assistance, Eduardo earns the 
Posse Scholar title after demonstrat-
ing positive team skills, academic per-
sistence, and a commitment to making 
a difference both in personal and com-
munity life. 

The Posse Foundation has identi-
fi ed, recruited and trained nearly 7,000 
high school students with extraordi-
nary academic and leadership poten-
tial to become Posse Scholars. Since 
1989, these students—many of whom 
might have been overlooked by tradi-
tional college selection processes—
have been receiving four-year, full-tu-
ition leadership scholarships from the 
organization.

St. Raymond senior receives Posse Foundation Award
This year, Eduardo Garcia ’17, is 

among the group of young scholars 
who can add this prestigious award to 
their roaster of successes. After three 
intense interviews in Manhattan, one 
interview with 70 students, another 
one-on-one and the fi nal with 24 fi nal-
ists in a dynamic assessment process, 

Eduardo will be one of 10 students 
to attend DePauw University tuition- 
free to help be the change on campus 
to move the world. 

Each fall, students are nominated 
by high schools and community-based 
organizations for their leadership 
and academic potential. A member of 
Breakthrough New York-a non-profi t 
organization that transforms the lives 
of motivated, low-income students by 
preparing them for college graduation- 
Eduardo was nominated by his coun-
selor to the Foundation. Jimmie Stur-
gis, St. Raymond guidance and college 

ounselor, and Tony O’Malley, St. Ray-
mond College coordinator, knew they 
had something uniquely special in Ed-
uardo and helped him to fulfi ll all the 
college and Foundation requirements 
and led him to be awarded this honor 
out of approximately 3,600 high school 
nominees!

 Eduardo credits St. Raymond High 
School for Boys for being the catalyst 
for change in his life and the roadway 
to his success with Posse and beyond! 
“I learned how to be a good Christian 
gentlemen, who volunteers in my com-
munity, helps others and strives for 
successes through hard work, being 
kind and leaning on God when times 
seem diffi cult.”  Once a distant dream 
of affording to pay for a University that 
is rich in study aboard programs, pres-
tigious for Neuroscience studies and 
diverse in culture and service, now a 
reality in the palm of his hands. EDUARDO GARCIA
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You are cordially invited to our
2017 New Year’s Eve

The Night Begins at 8pm

 

     718.892.3830
900 Morris Park Avenue Bronx, NY 10462

$100 PER PERSON

Includes tax & Gratuity
Formal dress code
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Bank 
Fee!

Destinatio
Fee!

1st 
Payment!

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEE

PER MONTH / 36  MOPER MONTH / 36 MO

ACNEW 2017 Honda

www.H

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9- 9PM
SATURDAY 9-6PM • SUNDAY 12-5P

 STORE HOURS:

2017 Accord LX 4DR: $13,674.30; 2016 FIT LX: $10,865.50; 2017 Civic LX 2.0 4DR: $12,836.00. $97.50 doc fee ($75 DMV, $10 Inspection, $12.50 tire). Lessee res

NEW 2016 Honda

FIT 

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

With Excellent Creredidididididittttt SSScScoree (7(7(7(7(7(7222020 Score) 36 Month Lease Total Due at Inception: ($0$ Down Payment $0Bank Fee

• Automatic • Rear View Camera • Daytime
Running Lights • Bluetooth • Model #GK5HGEWg g

NEW 2017 Honda

CIVIC 2.0 4DR

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

t C did t SS (7200 SS ) 36 MM th L T t l D t I tti ($$0 D P t $$0BB kk F

• Automatic • Rear View Camera • Bluetooth
• 5-Inch Color Screen LCD • Model #FC2F5INCLUDES PREP & 

DEST. FEES!

 YOU CHOOSE

†^

USED CAR SUALL MAKES & MODELS 
AVAILABLE!

$15,855
Auto, STK# 

HU10535, 37K MI

$19,257
Auto, STK#

HU10533, 21K MI

$13,740
Auto, STK#

HU10470V, 3K MI

$12,628
Auto, STK#

HU10483, 26K MI
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 9 YEARS

*B** ABB SAA ESS DONAMAA EREE ICACC NAA Hond
202 15VOVV LO ULL ME NEWEE CACC RAA SASS LAA ESE

ANAA DWEWW
SEE TSS CTT HCC

ESEE
TSS
ETT
R.

ndn a 2022 000 700 -2022 100 5VOVV LOO ULL ME NEWEE CAC RAA SAS LAA ELL SEE FOFF RTHTT EBRBB ORR NXNN ANAA
IN A RO W!

Honda Dealer1# HH dd DD
Volume

on Prep
Fee!

NEW 2016 Honda

CR-V  AWD

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

Excellent Credit Score (72020 Score) 336 MoM nthh LeLLLL assee Total Due at InI cepttioi n: (($0$ Down Payment $0Bank Fee

• Automatic • Rear View Camera  • Bluetooth 
• Front Side Airbags • Model #RM4H3GEW

NEW 2016 Honda

HR-V AWD

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

Excellent CCredit SScore ((720 SScocoorere))))))) 336 Mo tnthhhhh LLLLLLeLeeaase Total Due at Inception: (($$0 Down Payment $$0Bank Fee

Automatic • Backup Camera • USB Audio Interface 
• Remote Entry • Alloy Wheels • Model # RU6H3GEWy yINCLUDES PREP & 

DEST. FEES!

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^
With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score).
36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception:

( )(

($0 Down Payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. 
pp

Payment.) plus Taxes & DMV fees.10K Miles/Yr, 
( yy

.15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.
y ) py ) p

• Automatic • Rear View Camera 
• Bluetooth • Alloys

• Model # CR2F3HEW

ES!

O†^O†^

CCORD LX 4DR

ondaOfNewRochelle.com  

EXIT 15 OFF I-9525 EAST MAIN STREET
NEW CAR SHOWROOM

200 MAIN STREET
USED CAR SHOWROOM

888.409.3688 888.409.3687PM

sponsible for repairs, maintenance excess wear and tear and excess miles of 10k per year at the rate of .15¢ each additional mile. Offers expire 12/29/16. #BT1223

 **Valued at $ 595.00 Consumer 
is responsible to report and pay all 

applicable taxes on included Remote 
Starter. Aftermarket remote starter 
installed after purchase.  No two 

offers can be combined.  Included 
with advertised vehicles only.  Must 

be in-stock vehicle.  Photos used for 
illustrative purposes only.

Included With Purchase or Lease of 
Any Advertised New Vehicle Today!

Remote Starter!** r 
ll 

ote
er 

No Securit

wo 
cluded

nly.  Mus
used f

y

r 

d 
st 
for 

 YOU CHOOSE

UPERSTORE OVER 170 CARS IN-STOCK 
READY TO GO!

$22,995
Auto, STK# 

HU10532V, 18K MI

$19,671
Auto, STK#

HU10449V, 20K MI

$11,291
Auto, STK#

HU10499, 85K MI

$18,495
Auto, STK#

HU10452, 33K MI
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The Bronx Democratic County Committee had a merry time celebrating the holidays at its annual Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 13 at the Chippewa Demo-
cratic Club. The partygoers enjoyed delicious food and holiday-themed festivities while wishing each other a joyful holiday season.
ThThThThThThThThThThThhTThhTTTTThThTTTT e ee ee eeee ee BrBrBrBBrBrBBrBBronoonononnnononxx x x xx DeDeDeDeDemomomomomom crcrcrcrcrcc atatatatatta iciciccicccic C CC C CCououououuuouountnntntntntnttttyy y y yy y CoCoCoCoCoCoCooCoCoCCoC mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmitititititttttttttteteteteeetetetteteteteeee e eeeeeeeee hahahahahahahhahahhad dddd ddddd d a a aaa aaa mememeemememmememememerrrrrrrrrrrrryy yyy yyyy titititiiititit memememememem  c cccceleleeelebebebebbbrarararaaaatitittittit ngngngnngnggnggngnngn t tt t t ttttthehehehehehheeheheeehh  h hh hhh hhhhholololololooolloo idididdididididdiddayayayayayyayayysssss ssssss ataatataatataatataataa i iii iii sstststststststststssst  a a aa a aaa aaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnuauauauauauuau l ll ll ChChChCChC riririiststststsstmamamaammm s s ss PPPaPaPaPaaartrtrtrttrtrty yy y ononononononnnnnonoo TTT TT TT TTTTTTueueueueueeueueueueuueuueesdsdsdsdsdsdssdsdsdssddsdddayayayayayyayyayayayyayaayay,,,,, , DeDeDeDeDeDDeDeDeDeDeDeDeeeDeeDeD cecececececeececececeeeceeembmbmbmmmmbmbmbmbmbmbmbbbbmbmbmmm ererererererereererrrerer 11 1111 1113 3 33 3 333 ataatatatataaaaatt ttt tttttthehehhehheh  C CCCCChihihihihiippppppppewewewa a DeDeemomomomommo--

(l-r) Congressman Jose Serrano; Councilman King; Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr.; Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson; Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner; Bronx Demo-
cratic County Committee leader Assemblyman Marcos Crespo; Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie; Senator-elect Jamaal Bailey; Senator Jose Serrano and Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) 82nd Assembly District Female Leader Shirley Saunders; Councilman Andy 
King; Sabriena Campbell, Council legal intern and Adam Bermudez, Council aide. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Senator Serrano; Councilwoman Gibson; Assemblywoman Joyner; Senator-elect 
Bailey and Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph Crowley, celebrated 
the holiday season together. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Councilman Rafael Sala-
manca, Senator Serrano and 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj en-
joyed the holiday festivities.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(below) Senator Jeff Klein (l) and 
Assemblyman Victor Pichardo 
wished each other a happy and 
healthy oliday season. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

{left) (l-r) Wanda Goodin, Virnalisy 
Crespo, Councilwoman Gibson and 
Assemblywoman Joyner commem-
orated the winter season in festive 
style! Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assembly members Di-
nowitz (l) and Joyner 
had fun spreading holi-
day cheer to everyone 
in attendance. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 23-29, 2016 43  BTR

Year-Round Nursery School

Serving the community for over 20 years

Come Visit Our school At
904 Morris Park Avenue

Call For Registration 

718-823-8345

Happy & Prosperous 
Holiday Season! 
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

Saint Barnabas High School stu-
dents are holding true to the school’s 
mission statement and acting in the 
spirit of charity this holiday season. 
The school community outreach be-
gan in early November. Members of 
the honor societies organized the stu-
dents to collect non-perishable foods, 
like canned vegetables and soups, for 
the Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive. 
This year’s drive was so successful 
that the students are continuing the 
drive into December for the holidays. 
All food collected is donate to Hour 
Children, a program that helps incar-
cerated and formerly incarcerated 
women and their children success-
fully rejoin the community, reunify 
with their families, and build healthy, 
independent, and secure lives.

In the spirit of Thanksgiving and 
giving back to the community, stu-
dents also donated the proceeds of a 
dress down day collection and their 
services to the Aisling Center, located 
in Yonkers to help feed the homeless 
and those in need this season. The 
Center places a signifi cant emphasis 
on the more vulnerable members of the 

community, like senior citizens, those 
new to the USA, and the homeless.

During December, Saint Barna-
bas students will be joining with the 
Aisling Center again during their 
campaign to collect new socks for the 
homeless. The school is also partici-
pating in New York Cares by collect-
ing new and used coats, as well. 

Students will also be working dur-
ing free periods and after school as-
sembling gift bags for local children 
for the Woodlawn Community Christ-
mas Tree Lighting Ceremony.  A fi nal 
charity event will consist of a school-
wide dress down. The money collected 
from that dress down fundraiser will 
go to purchase gift cards for local fam-
ilies in need. 

“I am so proud of our students and 
their volunteer work during this holi-
day season. They are really living our 
gospel values and serving those in 
need this holiday season. The students 
are extremely focused on their goals 
and are living the school’s mission 
of working in the spirit of charity on 
a daily basis”, stated Saint Barnabas 
principal Frances Dziuma.

St. Barnabas High School Students give to the community.          Photo courtesy of SBHS

St. Barnabas gives back

The 2016-2017 school year saw the 
increased commitment of St. Ray-
mond High School for Boys to ensur-
ing its students have access to state of 
the art facilities and the most cutting 
edge academic programs.  Educating 
nearly 600 young men from diverse 
backgrounds and academic abilities, 
St. Raymond has always been commit-
ted to providing state of the art tech-
nology facilities which currently in-
cludes new computer labs, a library 
and Media Center, a wi-fi  campus and 
classrooms equipped with SMART 
Board technology.  

With the beginning of this academic 
year, St. Raymond took another step 
forward in assuring that students be-
come true 21st Century learners.  Over 
the past year, a faculty-driven technol-
ogy committee has been working hand 
in hand with administrators and the 
school Advancement offi ce in order to 
make St. Raymond High School a one-
to-one device institution for all stu-
dents.  

Beginning in October, the fresh-
man class and ninth grade teachers 
began implementing a new and in-
novative technology-driven curricu-
lum utilizing school- issued Google 
Chrome books for each student.  

Only two months into the program 
and it has become clear that learning 
is not only more enjoyable for students, 
but has become more student centered, 
individualized and passion driven and 
is  allowing students to collaborate 

St. Raymond Boys H.S. 
technology curriculum

with others in new and creative ways.  
Freshly designed blended learning 
unit plans across the curriculum have 
been implemented to ensure effective-
ness and quality in Math, Science, Eng-
lish Language Arts and Composition, 
History and the Arts.  

In addition to the ninth grade pro-
gram, St. Raymond has introduced a 
new blended learning computer pro-
gramming course to upperclassmen 
and, along with the St. Raymond Girls 
Academy, a new robotics program.  

Beginning on January 9, 2017, engi-
neering ambassadors from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, an engineer-
ing college located in Troy, NY,  will 
host a three-day engineering event for 
students in St. Raymond Boys High 
School, Girls Academy and St. Ray-
mond Middle School. 

For more than 50 years, St. Ray-
mond High School for Boys has been 
proudly serving young men from the 
New York area.  

With leadership from the Archdio-
cese of New York and the Brothers of 
the Christian Schools, St. Raymond is 
proud to offer a quality Catholic Lasal-
lian education rooted in both faith and 
academic excellence.  

Moving forward into the next fi fty 
years,  St. Raymond is committed to 
embracing the advantages that come 
along with 21st century educational 
technologies in order to assure that  
students are well prepared for both col-
lege and career. 

St. Raymond Boys High School students were provided Google Chrome books.
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M.S. 181 STUDENT VOLUNTEERS HONORED BY CLEAN STREETS PROGRAM

ST. JOSEPH’S STUDENTS RECEIVE AWARDS

A memorial event was held for the late Bekim Maloku on Saturday, December 17. To honor 
Maloku’s memory, the Albanian American Open Hand Association distributed food to over 
400 people with special needs. The event, at the EZ Grill, was sponsored by Maloku’s mother 
Shpresa Rizai Maloku through Aleksander Nilaj of AAOHA, International Food Market and 
Tony Musaj and his family.

(l-r) Aleksander Nilaj, president of Albanian American Open Hand Association, Mond Bollo, 
Ermira Caci, Shpresa Maloku Bekimis, Ali Bennour, Engjell Gjuraj, Pjeter Prenaj, Kristo Nago 
and Teuta Bollo. Photo by Miriam Quin

St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf students in grades kindergarten through eighth partici-
pated in the Hour of Code, a computer science event, on Friday, December 9.Many received 
certifi cates of completion for the course provided by Hour of Code, a global movement 
reaching millions of students in over 180 countries.

(Above, l-r) Students Fatima, Angely, Terell, Irnaldo and Melissa proudly displayed their 
certifi cates of completion. Photo courtesy of St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf

(l-r) Students Mark, Jasmine, Neo and Isatou were proud to complete the Hour of Code 
event. Photo courtesy of St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf

LOCUST POINT’S WINTER WONDERLAND
One Locust Point homeowner transformed his home into a whimsical winter wonderland 
this holiday season. Jim Lacas’ 3228 Giegerich Place home includes a handmade festive 
carousel and dump truck, bright Christmas lights and animated decorations including gin-
gerbread men riding a moving seesaw. Lacas starts decorating his family’s home every 
November 1 and fi nishes by the fi rst Saturday in December.     Photo by Alexandra Lacas

MALOUKO MEMORIAL EVENT HELD

As part of the 12th Council District’s Cleaner Streets Program, Councilman Andy King in partnership with NYC Department of Sanitation presented awards to M.S. 181 student volunteers on 
Monday, December 12.                                                             Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

DA
IL

Y

LU
N

CH &
 D

IN
N

ER 

SPECIA
LS F

A
X

ED 

ON
 R

EQU
EST

FREE
W

I-FI

The Clipper Crew 
would like to wish all our customers and their families 

a very

Restaurant 
closed 

Christmas 
Day

Bar 
will be open 

at 
Noon

Ring in the New Year at the Clipper

Dining Room will be open until 10pm
New Year’s Day 

Brunch 
11am til 3pm

New Year’s 
Dinner 

3pm til 11pm

Join us 
for the best party 

in town!!!

Join us for Christmas Eve Dinner
We will be open until 10PM
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Action

Association

BY LISA POST
Stanley swipes his fi nger 

along the surface of the iPad 
in preparation to download 
music to listen to later. Naomi 
is learning how to download 
photos from today’s birthday 
party on her laptop so she 
can email them to a friend. 
No, these are not schoolchil-
dren learning computer and 
tablet skills. Stanley is 71 and 
Naomi is 90. They are part of 
Kings Harbor Multicare Cen-
ter’s Adult Education classes, 
a program designed to teach 
new skills to the residents of 
the nursing home. Past classes 
have included learning chess 
and health education, but the 
iPad/computer class is the 
most popular. 

The residents in the pro-

Kings Harbor’s seniors go hi tech
gram are learning skills in 
both Android and ios versions 
to accommodate whatever tab-
let or laptop they have. The 
number one thing the seniors 
at Kings Harbor want to do is 
email their loved ones and re-
ceive pictures of their grand-
children. This offers them 
that opportunity. 

Tablets are especially 
helpful for those with re-
duced mobility and arthri-
tis, because not only are they 
user friendly for the senior 
population, but they can be 
swiped without having to 
turn a page (a diffi cult task 
for arthritics), and without 
the added weight and pres-
sure on their fi ngers of hav-
ing to hold a heavy book).

Also, as the elderly face 

eyesight challenges as they 
age, with these devices they 
can enlarge the type to accom-
modate their needs; therefore 
book reading becomes easier, 
more accessible, and more en-
joyable.

Although desktop comput-
ers and skyping were avail-
able for years in the facility’s 
computer center, the tablets 
and laptops allow the resi-
dents freedom to have access 
in their individual rooms or 
lounge areas. 

“During our monthly Res-
ident Council meetings our 
residents expressed that they 
would like to learn iPad and 
computer skills, so our Thera-
peutic Recreation Department 
created this program to edu-
cate them on how to use the 

electronic equipment. We lis-
tened to their requests and be-
gan our very successful Adult 
Education classes. Our class 
size is increasing each session 
and the residents have caught 

on so rapidly and enthusias-
tically that many have pur-
chased their own iPad now”, 
stated administrator Alexan-
der Stern. “We are thrilled 
with the program.”

Naomi Stephens and Stanley Dean learning how to work the iPad.      
                              Photo courtesy of Lisa Post

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The 2016 election may be 

seen as a popular revolt against 
the growing collusion of the 
elites in government and the 
media.

During the Obama Admin-
istration, there was a tacit 
collusion between the White 
House and its ideological allies 
in the press, who overlooked 
major presidential failures in 
national security, terrorism, 
economic recovery, race rela-
tions and other areas, as well as 
ignoring extraordinary scan-
dals highlighted by the misuse 
of federal agencies for partisan 
purposes, most notably includ-
ing the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice and the Department of Jus-
tice.

In return for the biased me-
dia’s downplaying of policy fail-
ures, the White House attacked 
rivals of its sympathetic left-
wing press friends with an un-
precedented vigor.

Democrat offi cials on the 
Federal Communications Com-
mission, in what may have 
been one of the most controver-
sial programs ever initiated by 
a federal agency, initiated an 
effort entitled “critical infor-
mation needs” (known as CIN) 
involving federal oversight of 
broadcasters and journalists 
throughout America. It would 
have placed government em-
ployees in the private internal 
conversations and meetings of 
journalists, media organiza-
tions, and even internet sites, 
thereby hobbling opponents of 
the Administration.

It came also in the form of 
legislation.  As previously re-
ported in the New York Analy-

sis of Policy & Government, two 
Democrat senators, Tom Udall 
(D-New Mexico) and Charles 
Schumer (D-New York), pro-
posed a measure that would 
limit free speech protections 
as they pertain to campaign do-
nations. The proposed legisla-
tion gained 43 Senate support-
ers—all Democrats. At a Senate 
Rules Committee  Schumer 
stated that “The First Amend-
ment is sacred, but the First 
Amendment is not absolute. By 
making it absolute, you make 
it less sacred to most Ameri-
cans.”

The contemptuous attitude 
towards the First Amendment 
could be seen in comments by 
a Federal Elections Commis-
sioner, Ann Ravel, reported in 
a Washington Examiner arti-
cle. Ravel stated that Upholding 
constitutional principles is not 
an appropriate role for a mem-
ber of the Federal Election Com-
mission. As noted previously in 
the New York Analysis of Policy 
and Government,  the Democrat 
members of the Federal Elec-
tion Commission attempted to 
impose a penalty on one news 
station that has been uniformly 
critical of the Obama Adminis-
tration, based on a complaint 
from an obscure candidate that 
he wasn’t invited to a televised 
debate. Of course, those same 
commissioners have never con-
sidered imposing similar sanc-
tions against the Democrat Na-
tional Committee, which has 
inappropriately tilted towards 
Hillary Clinton in her primary 
effort against Bernie Sanders. 
The attempt was blocked by Re-
publican commissioners.

The tacit understanding be-
tween the Oval Offi ce and the 

progressive-oriented main-
stream media constituted one 
of the most signifi cant threats 
against the First Amendment 
in U.S. history.  The extent of 
this is only now being openly 
discussed by some who main-
tained their silence during the 
past eight years. Attempts to 
suppress views contrary to the 
Obama Administration’s came 
from a number of sources.

The threat over the past 
eight years was recently noted 
by Time Warner CEO Jeffrey 
Bewkes  in a Hollywood Re-
porter article. “The threat to 
the First Amendment came 
from the Democratic side,’ Be-
wkes said during a conversa-
tion with Business Insider CEO 
Henry Blodget at a conference 
in New York in a session that 
was webcast… the Democratic 
party had a campaign plank to 

change the First Amendment, 
and they were doing it in the 
guise of campaign fi nance re-
form.’ 

The CEO, continuing his 
theme, even acknowledged that 
the news media does, indeed, 
lean left, as conservatives have 
long complained. “That was 
worrying me more, because the 
press tends to miss that because 
they tend to lean that way, and 
therefore they were supporting 
what they were viewing, I think 
overly charitably, as something 
in cleaning up money in poli-
tics when in fact what it would 
do is restrain multiple voices…
So, I thought the threat to the 
First Amendment came from 
the Democratic side more. I 
think there won’t be a serious 
effort on the Republican side.” 
Bewkes comments came in re-
sponse to angry statements 
from President-elect Trump 
about media bias.

During the recent election, 
author David Limbaugh, quoted 
in Stream noted: “I don’t know 
how reasonable people can fail 
to recognize the overt collusion 
of the Obama administration, 

the Democratic National Com-
mittee, the Democratic Party 
and the liberal media to shield 
Hillary Clinton from account-
ability for her many misdeeds 
and abundant corruption.”

The Free Thought Project 
notes: “After only a cursory 
search using Wikileaks’ in-
valuable database, ‘The Pod-
esta Emails’ reveal not only 
direct evidence of media coor-
dination, but an attempt to alle-
viate the damage expected to be 
wrought by the impending 2015 
release of [the Clinton Cash] 
book by Peter Schweizer”  ti-
tled: ‘Clinton Cash: The Untold 
Story of How and Why Foreign 
Governments and Businesses 
Helped Make Bill and Hillary 
Rich.’

Despite domination of the 
airwaves, printed news sources,  
and social media by left-leaning 
ownership, more counties voted 
Republican than at any time 
since the Reagan election.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.com; 
tune into our radio broadcasts 
at amfm247.com, and visit our 
website at comactainc.com.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Thanks Commander Guy, 

Gene and Vicky for a great an-
nual Christmas Party, again at 
the Turner Club. Thanks Judy 
for another 12 Days of Christ-
mas, hope we sounded OK 
(not).

Toy drives, turkey give-a-
ways, VA annual holiday party 
- I think we had a great 253 vol-
unteer season, especially as the 
Ladies continue with Support 
the Troops goodies and necessi-
ties, sent from our hearts to de-

ployed units.
Just came home to watch 

Lydia, the cooking show on PBS 
13 (don’t laugh). The show was 
dedicated to combat wounded 
vets learning the culinary arts, 
some severely injured but still 

patriots and becoming success-
ful in the biz.

Then on to the USS George 
Washington with newsman Bob 
Woodruff, seriously wounded 
too. Cooking for about 4000. 

Until next time: Great to see 
the media supporting and help-
ing injured vets. Try to get on 
the PBS site and give them a 
big Legion thanks for a heart 
warming and supportive show. 
And thanks Henry C, the only 
one who ever thanked me for 
this mess, except Doc G. 
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The Wicked Wo

Delivery Service Available 10
PLASMA TVs

BOOK YOUR EVENT OR HOLIDAY PARTY 
EARLY AT THE WICKED WOLF

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Ring In 2017 At The Wolfg

CELEBRATE
New Years Eve with

Come Party with the

neighborhood
No cover, Buffet and Champagne at
Midnight and hats and noisemakers

Galore...

Just a reminder that we 
have parking available in the 

service station next door

Serving New Year’s 
Eve Dinner

Call For Your Reservation

SERVING OUR 
REGULAR MENU ALL DAY

New Year’s Day 
From 12pm–3pm

We Are Also Serving 
Lunch and Dinner

WE WOULD LIKE TO 
WISH EVERYONE A 
HAPPY & HEALTHY 
NEW YEAR!
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(above left) The Yuletide Carolers (l-r) Tim 
Kroll, Katie Zaffrann, Laura Green and Kanan 
Vasudevan performed. Photo by Laura Stone

(above) Giana Gonzalez (c) is excited to meet 
Santa and his elves. Photo by Laura Stone

(above) Arraya Colon, who is one-year-
old, receives a gift from Santa Claus. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Volunteer Evette Francis meets Rudolph and another reindeer. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Alison Valdinia, Franklin Feliz, Marcus Mendoza and Nazareth Serrano from Schuylerville 
Prep and Renaissance campuses at Lehman High School volunteered at the event. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) John Marano; Sonny Vataj; Assemblyman Gjonaj; John Bonizio, chairman of the 
Westchester Square BID; Thomas Messina representing Congressman Joe Crowley;  Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto with Santa, Rudolph and elves Sasha and Krystal Ortiz. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The Westchester Square Business Improvement District held its Christmas tree lighting and Holiday Celebration for the public at Owen Dolen Park on Friday, December 16.  The 
celebration featured a tree lighting and caroling.  Children at the event took pictures with Santa Claus and his reindeer, and children up to 12-year-old took home a gift. ( right) 
May LaValle (l) and Brianna Maravilla had fun meeting Santa Claus. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Westchester Square BIDWestchester Square BID

Holiday CelebrationHoliday Celebration
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Legendary's Dining Room NOW OPEN
$5 Bar Sandwiches all Day    $7 Lunch Specials Everyday

Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Pints & Bottles 
Domestics $3  Imports $4

Well Drinks $4 

Apple, Dirty & Expresso Martinis $5

Legendary Bar and Grill    
3513 East Tremont Ave, Bronx, NY 10465

 718-822-0100
 Open Hours: 11:30 - 4:00am

Sunday Football
Beef Nachos $5 

Cheese Burger & Fries 
FREE HOT DOGS 

Monday 

50¢ Jumbo Wings All Day
 

12am - 2am FREE Buffet
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ALLERTON INTERNATIONAL MERCHANTS 
ASSOCIATION’S ‘SANTA AT THE SANZ’

The Allerton International Merchants Association’s ‘Santa at The Sanz’ was held on Satur-
day, December 17. Santa Claus met with local children at the catering facility to celebrate 
the holiday season and promote local businesses. The event featured free pictures with 
Santa and candy for children. 

(Above) Santa joins (l-r) Derianna Francisco, Mohamed Salam, Abdulla Samal and Sa-
mal Salam. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

FORMER KNICKS LARRY JOHNSON 
VISITS MONTE’S CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Former Knicks players Larry Johnson and former St. John’s standout and Miami Heat player 
and Anthony Mason Jr. visited The Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 14. They played games like UNO with the kids, and also brought books, toys and encour-
agement to kids’ bedsides. The visit was sponsored by the Family on Three Foundation, a 
non-profi t created in honor of Mason Jr.’s late father, former Knicks All-Star player Anthony 
Mason. The organization provides inner-city kids with positive role models and opportuni-
ties to volunteer in the community.

(Above) The players visit with a patient. Photo courtesy of Montefi ore

MORRIS PARK CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

Moe’s Southwest Grill, a restaurant chain noted for selling burritos, opened at the Mall at 
Bay Plaza on Thursday, December 15. The new eatery is in the third fl oor food court at the 
mall, which is located at 200 Baychester Avenue. According to the company, the store will 
feature chicken and steak, organic tofu and ‘handcrafted guacamole.’ 

(Above) The team at Moe’s Southwest Gril, including (l-r, front) Anthony Waldon, Chaouki 
Bouzayene, Matt Mckeinney and Arron Brueske, are ready to serve you. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

MOE’S SOUTHWEST GRILL GRAND
OPENING AT THE MALL AT BAY PLAZA

Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblymen Mark Gjonaj  and Michael Benedetto held a Christmas 
Tree Lighting in Morris Park that followed tree lighting at Peace Memorial Plaza earlier on 
Thursday, December 15. The tree was lit at Loreto Park to celebrate the holiday season. The 
event featured children from P.S. 83 who sang holiday songs. 

(Above, l-r) Joe McManus, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
Santa Claus, Senator Jeff Klein, and Captain Thomas Alps of the 49th Precinct. 

Children from P.S. 83 sing holiday songs. Photos by Silvio J. Pacifi co
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY

3pm - 6pm
YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 12/31/2016

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

CCCOCCCCOCOCOCOOCOOCOCCOCOCOCCONSNNSNSNSSSNNNSSSULTULTULTULTULTULTUULTTUULTTLTU ATIATIATIATIATITTITTIATITTATTIITIIITIIOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOONNSNNNNNNSNSNSSNNNNNNN

COMCOMCOMOMCOMCOMMMMOMMMEE VE VE VEE VEE IIISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSIT ITIT ITIT ITTITT TITITITTTTI UUUUUUUUUUUSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS
IIIIIIINNNNNNN O OU OUOUOU OU OUOOUUR RR RR RRRRRR R NNNNNNNNNNNEW EWEWEWEWEWEWEW EW EW WEWWEWWWWWWWWWW

MOMOMMOMOMOMOOOOOMOMOOMODDDDDDDDEREREREEREREREREREREREREREERERERERE NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN O OO OOOOOOOOOOFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFIIIIIIIIIIICCCCCCCCCCCCEEE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVLL D.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARRE

A fi re at the El Rancho Motel in Williamsbridge is currently under investigation as of 
press time. The one-alarm blaze broke out in room 203 of the motel at 12:15 p.m. on 
Saturday, December 17. 

(Above) Firefi ghters at the scene battled the blaze. Photo by Edwin Soto

FIRE AT EL RANCO MOTEL INVESTIGATED
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. 
Ft. Lot Looking Over The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 
Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living 
And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. Garage And 
Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heat-
ing And Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. 
Hardwood Floors With Dark Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part 
Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio Doors And Windows. 
The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99

Khakis
and

Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Morris Park Avenue.  1390 Sq. Ft. Whitebox, perfect for Offi ce or Medical.
Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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BY STEVEN GLOSSER 
AND ANDREA SIEGEL

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
answered the call to what the 
community is thirsting for 
and held a Community Fo-
rum before a packed room of 
over 100 community residents 
on Tuesday, December 13 at 
Bronx House.

Representing various agen-
cies were Iggy Terranova from 
the NYC Department of Sani-
tation, Kenneth Gelnick from 
NYC Traffi c Violations Bu-
reau, and Hazel Miura from 
NIDC.

Leading off were a couple of 
announcements from our var-
ious  city and state representa-
tives - Senator Jeff Klein and 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
will be sponsoring a Meno-
rah lighting on Wednesday, 
December 28 at Bronx House 
at 3:30 p.m., followed by one 
at 4:30 p.m. at Einstein Hospi-
tal (corner of Morris Park Av-
enue and Eastchester Road) 
and fi nally  at 5:30 p.m. at 
Rudy Macina Peace Memorial 
on Pelham Parkway North at 
Esplanade.

First  speaker was Gelnick 
who gave us a thorough and 
detailed presentation on how 
to understand  and interpret 
the often confusing street 
signs we see throughout 
the  Bronx, Manhattan and 
around town.

For instance, you should 
always read the street signs 
from the top down. There are 
many streets where standing 
is only allowed for  two min-
utes, and many times it is only 
allowed to drop someone off.  
You should never cover a li-
cense plate with a clear plas-
tic cover in New York. That is 
a defi nite fi ne. Always check 
your parking tickets carefully 
because the following should 
always be on a summons; 
plate number, state, make and 
model of vehicle, passenger 
type.and expiration date of 
registration.

Any receipt from a muni 

meter must be displayed cor-
rectly.  Kenny also gave out to 
the audience numerous hand 
outs, including Alternate Side 
Parking  Dates and Rules for 
2017,  the types of fi nes issued 
and their amounts,  words 
and phrases  to  better under-
stand the terms associated 
with parking vehicle and traf-
fi c laws  and their defi nitions.  
We also received many web-
site  links as a means to bet-
ter understand explanations 
of codes and regulations for  
street and traffi c rules. 

Next to speak was Hazel 
Miura the director of Hous-
ing and Community Develop-
ment from NIDC. Her offi ce 
assists tenants with landlord  
disputes and landlords with 
tenant disputes. She also deals 
with  overcharges and enti-
tlements, assists residents in 
signing up for the various city 
programs available to them; 
SCRIE, DRIE, HEAP, food 
stamps and Medicaid. Her of-
fi ce encourages youth after 
school programs for the prep, 
middle and high schools in the 
area.

Hazel informed the audi-
ence that they may apply for 
a rent reduction for any de-
crease in  service that is taken 
away by your landlord and not 
reapplied.  In fact she has as-
sisted many tenants that fall 
into that category.  Some of the 
tenants she has helped have 
had their rent reduced for the 
last ten years.  Since winter is 
right around the corner, she 
informed the audience about 
the laws regarding heating.  
When the temperature outside 
falls below 40 degrees it must 
then be at least  55 degrees in 
your apartment.  In fact some 
landlords do not give heat 
overnight. 

Hazel instructed anyone 
who experienced that to fi rst 
call 311 to report it, then call 
her offi ce with the 311 com-
plaint number.  Hazel then 
covered the topic of burglar-
ies which of course increases 
in the summer due to leaving  

open of windows. To foil at-
tempted burglaries there are 
many deterrents that may be 
used. Purchasing  an alarm 
system, dog, leaving a light on 
when not home  or when the 
shades are drawn or the use of 
a timer. 

Use more than one  lock on 
your door such as a dead bolt 
or jimmy proof lock. On win-
dows with an air conditioner 
use a piece of  wood on the up-
per half of the window.  That 
way the upper window cannot 
be forced down. Fire Depart-
ment-approved window gates 
are also a good idea. When not 
home for a few days always 
have the mail picked up by a 
trusted neighbor  and have 
them remove any circulars 
left by your door, or alert the 
post offi ce to suspend mail de-
livery.  

Hazel said it’s a good idea 
to take pictures of any valu-
ables, jewelry and any impor-
tant documents you may have. 
The NYPD will also provide  
etching for any personal prop-
erty you may have as a means 
of identifi cation. 

Our last guest speaker was 
Iggy Terranova from the DOS 
who enlightened us with the 
many positive changes coming 
our  way in 2017. There will be 
new organic recycling coming 

in addition to the glass, plastic 
and paper recycling already 
underway.  90% of what we eat 
can be recycled or composted  
which of course can be used 
for gardens and fl ower pots 
and in our parks.  

DOS will be issuing large 
brown bins for 1-to 3-family 
houses and table top smaller 
bins for apartment dwell-
ers along with  black bags for 
each apt.  This will hopefully  
make people change their hab-
its but on the bright side this 
initiative is good for the envi-
ronment and the planet. This 
will start for all  residents in 
2017. In fact this has started 
for restaurants and food es-
tablishments. The pick ups for 
the organic recycling will be 
done by a specialized sanita-
tion truck.

There will be special events 
with offi cials and free give-
aways of bags and bins. Each 
borough will be responsible 
for their own composting.

Iggy further expanded 
on the topic of recycling and 
spoke about electronics. For 
instance any electronics store 
that sells TVs has to take your 
old one back, do not throw 
out any broken VCRs. That 
will cost you a $100 fi ne. He 
stated that legislation is being 
worked on for a specifi c day 
to call 311 for electronic dis-
posal. 

The city has purchased ad-
ditional Bobcats for snow re-
moval which has proved to 
be very successful. There are 
a total of 100 for all fi ve bor-
oughs with two per district in 

the Bronx. Mayor de Blasio is 
pushing for the return of Sun-
day garbage pickup. 

The NYC Department of 
Environmental Protection is 
responsible for the cleaning of 
catch basins. If you see a catch 
basin that needs cleaning out, 
please call 311 and give them 
the exact address. The DEP is 
hiring new crews and equip-
ment to clean them. Right now 
the schedule for every catch 
basin cleaning is once every 
three years. They are looking 
into cleaning them before the 
three year cycle. If you spot 
one that needs to be tended to 
please advise then immedi-
ately.  

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
wishes everyone a safe and 
Happy Holiday season  and a 
Happy Healthy  New Year.  Our 
next meeting  will be Tuesday, 
January 10.  We will have two 
detectives from the fraud di-
vision from One Police Plaza 
with a presentation that can 
literally save your life, your 
property and especially your 
money.  

If there is one meeting that 
is not to be missed, it is this 
one. Please mark your calen-
dars .If you need to contact us 
for any reason please email us 
at pelhamparkway na@gmail.
com. It is always being moni-
tored.  Follow and like us on 
Facebook. The Pelham Park-
way Neighborhood Associa-
tion works around the clock 
and year round to improve the 
quality if life in the Pelham 
Parkway community.

BY ANDREW CHERICO II
Our next meeting will be 

December 27 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the First Lutheran Church, 
3075 Baisley Avenue. 

This will be our Christ-
mas/New Year’s party.We 
hope everyone is enjoying 
the holiday season, Please 
join us for our last meet-

ing of the year. We will have 
a 50/50  and door prizes and 
refreshments, we hope to see 

you.
In this season of giving 

we ask that you remember 
and support our veterans 
by making a special dona-
tion to a charity or church 
or veterans origination. 

Merry Christmas - 
Happy Chanukah - Happy 
New Year - to all.

As the world grows more re-
liant on computers and the In-
ternet to conduct the essential 
business of industry and gov-
ernment, cybersecurity that 
provides protection from unin-
vited hacking and other inva-
sions of digital privacy is cru-
cial. Now Bronx Community 
College is becoming a part of 
this burgeoning fi eld thanks 
to a grant from the Capital 

Bronx Community College awarded grant
One Foundation of more than 
$145,000 to establish a Cyber-
security and Networking Pro-
gram.

The funding was approved 
in November and will go to-
ward designing the BCC cy-
bersecurity program. This 
will be done with input from 
a nonprofi t organization that 
provides technology skills 
training and professional de-

velopment tailored to business 
needs to highly motivated stu-
dents from overlooked talent 
pools, such as the urban poor 
and minorities. In the spring of 
2018, the fi rst group of students 
will enter the new 30-credit cer-
tifi cate program.

The certifi cate will be “in-
dustry neutral” — meaning 
that the training will not be 
restricted to one fi eld. Instead, 

graduates will be able to use 
these skills in any business 
that uses computers — which 
is virtually every business. 
Adjunct faculty will be drawn 
from people currently work-
ing in the industry. Those 
who earn a certifi cate will im-
mediately qualify for related 
jobs. Eventually the goal is a 
60-credit two-year AAS degree 
in cybersecurity, toward which 

the 30 credits of the certifi cate 
program can be applied.

“This program will be an-
other opportunity for BCC stu-
dents to acquire both hands-on 
job experience and the founda-
tion of higher education,” says 
BCC president Thomas A. Isek-
enegbe. “We are grateful to the 
Capital One Foundation for 
their support of our students 
and their futures.”
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RUDY MACINA MEMORIAL PEACE PLAZA ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING

BX NORTH DRUG FREE COMMUNITY COALITION

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
PARENTING CTR’S GIFT GIVING PROGRAM

Senator Jeff Klein and assemblymen Mark Gjonaj and Michael Benedetto hosted their an-
nual tree lighting at Rudy Macina Memorial Peace Plaza on Thursday, December 15. The 
event featured live holiday music, gifts and an appearance by Santa Claus. After the lighting 
and festivities, Santa led a procession by horse drawn carriage to a second tree lighting in 
nearby Lorteo Park.  

(Above) Children from P.S. 105 sing Christmas songs. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Above) Elected offi cials, community leaders and children from P.S. 105 at the Pelham 
Parkway tree lighting ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Our Lady of the Assumption Parenting Center hosted its annual Gift Giving Program 
in which over 50 presents were given to women and children residing at the Good Counsel 
Home.                                      Photo courtesy of OLA Parenting Center

The recently established Bronx North Drug Free Community Coalition invited local youth to 
attend its monthly meeting on Tuesday, December 13 at 2910 Bronx Park East.The young-
sters shared ideas on what they believe would be most effective in raising awareness of and 
combating substance and alcohol abuse in their neighborhood to middle and high school 
students. 

(Above) The Bronx North Drug Free Community Coalition and youth from the Gun Hill and 
Park Side community centers met for a highly informative meeting.  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Pelham Bay Merchants Association got into the holiday spirit by helping the public dec-
orate and light Keane Square’s Christmas tree on Sunday, December 11.Santa Claus traveled 
all the way from the North Pole to deliver gifts to all of the good boys and girls of Pelham 
Bay.                                         Photo by Aracelis Batista

PELHAM BAY MERCHANTS WELCOME SANTA

PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL’S FLEA MARKET
Families looking for some holiday gifts visited Preston High School for the school’s annual 
holiday fl ea market on Saturday, December 10.Shoppers purchased scented candles, toys, 
baked treats, clothes, purses, jewelry, ornaments, wreaths and health and beauty supplies. 

(Above) Michelle Cruz (l) and Catherine Arlia sold festive holiday-themed scented can-
dles. Photo by Edwin Soto
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TOM ALLON

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

A few years ago, a fi re-
fi ghter in Sacramento, Mike 
DeBartoli, noticed his hands 
cramping up. He fi gured it 
was a symptom of the job.

But when the cramps got 
worse, he went to his doctor 
and heard the three letters 
no one wants to hear: ALS. 
DeBartoli has Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, a disease that robs 
the body of its ability to func-
tion that is always fatal.

Unless…
DeBartoli heard that 

there were some new drugs 
in the pipeline that could 
possibly slow his disease. He 
volunteered — begged — to 
be one of the guinea pigs in a 
clinical trial, but was turned 
down, in one case because 
he was taking other medi-
cines for blood pressure and 
depression, and in another 
case because he was, ironi-
cally, too sick. When drug 
companies are testing their 
new treatments, their candi-
date profi les are so specifi c 
that most people who have 
the disease don’t actually 
qualify. In fact, only 3  per-
cent of people desperate to 
get into clinical trials ever 
do. Which brings us to our 

State should let New Yorkers keep living, or die trying
topic today:

The Right to Try.
The right to try is a law that 

allows people who are termi-
nally ill to try a drug that is 
promising but has not yet been 
approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration. 

“Patients who face immi-
nent death ought to have the op-
tion to be able to try these new 
drugs, even if we don’t know 
they’re going to work, or what 
the side effects will be, [or] the 
exact dosage,” says Christina 
Sandefur, executive vice presi-
dent of the Goldwater Institute, 
which supports the initiative.

This sounds like it would 
be a popular law, and in many 
states it is: In the last three 
years, 32 states have passed The 
Right to Try, usually with en-
thusiastic bipartisan support. 
California passed it last year, 
unanimously. But in New York, 
a Right to Try bill proposed by 
Assemblywoman Linda Rosen-
thal and state Senator Kemp 
Hannon, did not get out of com-
mittee.

Let’s see what that means for 
the people of New York state.

When a person is terminally 
ill, the clock is ticking. Yes, they 
can apply to the FDA for a com-

passionate exemption, but this 
is so complicated and so few 
make it through, it is like ap-
plying to be an astronaut. For 
starters, there is a daunting 
amount of paperwork that must 
be fi led by the patient’s doctor 
and it takes about 100 hours to 
gather all the information and 
fi ll out all the forms — in other 
words, more than two weeks of 
a doctor’s time must be devoted 
to one patient.

Then the request has to go 
through a lengthy approval pro-
cess, when ever hour is critical. 

“There have been examples 
of patients that are trying to get 
these exceptions and sometimes 

they’re fi nally granted, but too 
late,” says Sandefur. “Too late” 
is the nice way of saying the pa-
tient is underground.

The reason the FDA makes 
access to these unproven drugs 
so diffi cult can probably be 
traced to the agency’s found-
ing. It began in 1902 after a 
Diphtheria drug proved inef-
fective. Well, actually, it proved 
worse than that. It was fatal. 
Clearly America needed some-
one to certify the safety of our 
drug supply, and thus was the 
Federal Drug Administration 
born.

Then, in the 1960s, a drug 
widely prescribed to pregnant 
women in Europe was blocked 
by an FDA doctor here, Frances 
Oldham Kelsey, who’d heard of 
its side effects.

The drug was Thalidomide, 
which caused serious birth 
defects, and thanks to Kelsey 
many American children were 
spared its devastation.

It is wonderful that the FDA 
was on the ball. But that episode 
of well-warranted precaution 
seems to have led to an agency 
so ultra-cautious that today it 
is preventing people from tak-
ing experimental drugs that 
may kill them — even though 

they’re going to die anyway. 
The potentially dangerous 
drugs are also the only po-
tential lifesavers.

The way the Right to Try 
is written, the only people 
who’d be allowed to take as-
yet-unapproved drugs are 
those with no other hope. 
The drug would have to 
have passed at least the fi rst 
stage of testing at the FDA. 
But then, instead of a patient 
starting the bureaucratic 
nightmare of applying to 
the FDA for a rare compas-
sionate exemption (the FDA 
grants about 1,000 a year — 
even as more than 500,000 
people die of cancer), all it 
would take is the doctor, 
patient, and drug company 
agreeing to start the regi-
men. The FDA would not 
have veto power.

DeBartoli, the fi reman 
with ALS, put it this way 
in an interview with the 
Goldwater Institute: “I don’t 
know who the FDA thinks 
they are protecting.” 

The drugs in the pipeline 
might not save DeBartoli, 
but he deserves the right to 
try.

Not just the right to die.

Several years ago I ran for 
mayor of New York with Martin 
Hassner’s help. We were com-
mitted to making signifi cant 
changes in public education, 
already aware that the system 
was only preparing 25 percent 
of its students for a college edu-
cation.

Neither effort was successful, 
but during the past 18 months 
we became aware of what has 
been happening to those stu-
dents who do get to college. For 
the past three decades they have 
been graduating deeply in debt 
and have been doing so under 
the radar of public attention. 
The reasons for this are deeply 
troubling.

Student Loan Debt is like 
a chronic, parasitic, disabling 
disease silently infi ltrating the 
American community with life-
altering results. Today 43 mil-
lion Americans owe the govern-
ment and private banks one and 
a $1.5 trillion — a number that is 
growing every year.

We know exactly what has 
caused this: laws regulating stu-
dent loans taken to pay for a col-
lege education. These laws have 
made a student loan the most 

Let’s end the ecconomic war on college students
restrictive, prohibitive, puni-
tive, and one-sided fi nancial ar-
rangement ever to exist in this 
country.

Though they seem to be the 
result of scam artists skilled in 
the art of entrapment, student 
loans are legal and the result 
of Presidential and Congres-
sional actions since the 1970s. 
Every President and Congress 
since then has added restric-
tive laws to what was Lyndon B. 
Johnson’s attempt to make a col-
lege education affordable to all 
Americans.

Firty-three million people 
owing more than one and a half 
trillion dollars.

The numbers indicate just 
how many people in their 30s, 
40s and 50s are still paying an 
endless debt.

Unlike a mortgage, car loan, 
credit card obligations, or any 
other loan, student loans per-
mit usurious interest rates, the 
garnishment of 50 percent of a 
salary, and even the inability 
to declare bankruptcy upon the 
death of the borrower. These 
laws remove all consumer pro-
tections.

To add insult to injury, col-

leges have taken advantage of 
available money to increase tu-
ition by 1,200 percent in the past 
15 years.

Once that loan agreement is 
signed, compound interest be-
gins and what began as a $45,000 
student loan, becomes a $70,000 
debt by graduation. Should there 
be missed payments, or rene-
gotiations, interest rates climb 
at the will of the banks. Gradu-
ates fi nd themselves mired in 
such debt that they must live at 
home and deal with lowered ex-
pectations about their jobs and 
careers. 

The expected economic ben-
efi ts of a higher education — ca-
reer building, marriage, house 
and car-purchases — is seri-
ously curtailed or entirely miss-
ing. This disease is not only eat-
ing into individual lives, it is 
affecting the economic well-be-
ing of our country.

All of this has been going 
on for years without any public 
acknowledgement. This is true 
because while Americans talk 
publicly about everything — 
their digestive tracts, their sex 
lives, their dysfunctional rela-
tionships — they do not discuss 

their debts.
All this must change. And it 

will.
Hassner and I have formed 

Reform Student Debt to repeal 
these predatory laws uning an 
aggressive public campaign of 
demonstrations and marches 
on our government. Legislation 
to repeal these restrictive laws 
has been drafted. The callous 
victimization of students has 
inspired the organization’s logo 
to represent the Nation’s fl ag as 
a prison entrapping students in 
debt until Reform Student Debt 
frees them. Its advertising fea-
tures sharks encircling their 
prey. Its call is to “Stop Student 
Loan Sharks from Feeding on 
Our Future.” The loan sharks 
are identifi ed as Banks, Govern-
ment, and Colleges.

Reform Student Debt’s goals 
are to completely redesign stu-
dent loans to refl ect their origi-
nal meaning: to help students af-
ford a college education. Among 
a list of changes, it calls for new 
caps of 2–3 percent on interest 
rates, the forgiveness of loans 
that have already been repaid 
twice over with enormous profi t 
for the lenders, for the start date 

of interest accrual six months 
after graduation, and for the 
normalization of loans based on 
existing consumer protections 
and fairness models for mort-
gages, car loans, etc.

The organization’s website, 
ReformStudentDebt.org, out-
lines its role in establishing a 
format for a public outcry and 
effort against a “disease” which 
has a cure for those affl icted and 
for those yet to be burdened.

Only public demonstrations 
from those in debt joined by a 
nation repulsed by such evident 
greed will force the changes nec-
essary to free our young people 
to fulfi ll the American dream.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 23-29, 2016 59  BTR

CARDINAL SPELLMAN FINE ARTS 
PROGRAM STUDENTS DISPLAY WORKS

ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY CHRISTMAS SHOW

Cardinal Spellman High School showcased its students’ achievements in the fi ne arts pro-
gram at ‘Create 100’, a day featuring the Cardinal Players, the Gospel Choir and Band, Spo-
ken Word Poetry Club, Period Zero Dance and Theater classes, the Twirlers and Flags Corps, 
the Step Club and the Dance Club.The day also featured painting lessons for students and 
an auction of the artwork created by Spellman alum, current students and friends of the 
school.

(Above) Students put fi nishing touches on their creations during a painting lesson. 
 Photo courtesy of Cardinal Spellman High School

In keeping with holiday tradition, St. Raymond Elementary School hosted its annual Christ-
mas show on Tuesday, December 13 and Wednesday, December 14 in the school auditorium.
This year’s theme, ‘Once Upon a Christmas’, focused on Christmas in NYC, Christmas travel, 
Yuletide fun and holiday sounds.The program also included both classic Christmas hymns 
as well as contemporary Christmas carols.

(Above)St. Raymond Elementary School students gave a lively performance of classic 
Christmas carols. Photos by Walter Pofeldt

(Below) Students wore festive costumes as they gave crowd pleasing musical perfor-
mances. 

Children at the Union Community Health Center’s Behavioral Health Program were treated 
to a Christmas party and toys by Raymond and Annie Acosta on Thursday, December 15. The 
Acostas lost their 26-year-old son Jonathan Acosta to suicide in 2014 after a battle with 
mental illness. Annie believes her son was someone who would have given the shirt off his 
back for those in need, so the Acostas treated the underserved children in the behavioral 
health program to Christmas presents. 

UNION COMMUNITY HOLDS CHRISTMAS PARTY

SAMMON BUILD SHELTER HOSTS 
HOLIDAY POP-UP CARE SHOP 

In an effort to help those in need of some holiday cheer, writers Kadia Blagrove and Kydee 
Williams created a new way of giving back to the homeless women and children of the 
SAMMON Build shelter with the ‘Pop-Up Care Shop’, a shop of donated goods, on Saturday, 
December 10.The center’s gymnasium was transformed into a stylish boutique decorated 
with pink and white balloons, a shoe display and several racks of donated clothing.

With the help of over 20 volunteers, and partnerships with non-profi t organization Heeling 
Soles and Empress Varnado on behalf of Making a Difference, Period, Blagrove and Williams 
were able to serve the women of SAMMON Build with a one-of-a-kind holiday shopping expe-
rience they’ll never forget! Photo courtesy of the Pop-Up Care Shop

Writers Kydee Williams (l) and Kadia Blagrove brought holiday cheer and great gift ideas to 
SAMMON Build shelter women. Photo courtesy of the Pop-Up Care Shop
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FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
When we started getting in-

volved in our community the 
goals was to make our home 
cleaner, safer, and stronger. 
When your heart is pure and 
you are doing the right thing 
for the right reason people 
take notice. I personally have 
been humbled by the amount 
of respect and admiration my 
neighbors have shared with 
me recently. And I promise 
them I will do everything in 
my power to keep this commu-
nity strong and continue to go 
into the right direction.

Since we are deep into the 
holiday season and Christmas 
is here I wanted to keep the 
conversation light and posi-
tive. Unfortunately we have to 
take the bad with the good and 
not let it ruin our joy and holi-
day spirit.

We are not happy that Al-
lerton is now home to yet an-
other tax offi ce. These estab-
lishments are even worse 
when they are seasonal. Some 
offi ces here on Allerton stay 
open 12 months a year. The 
gates are up, the lights are 
on and it looks alive and vi-
brant. But when they close for 
months at a time and the gates 
are down this makes the av-
enue look desolated. It is the 
optics. We have a great rela-
tionship with one tax offi ce 
that is a smaller operation of 
local residents who promised 
us they are working toward 
opening year round and we 
know and trust that they are. 

The other tax offi ces have 
zero communication with us, 
do not contribute anything 

to Allerton including but not 
limited to keeping their check 
book closed during the holi-
day street light collection. We 
call these parasite businesses 
where they come into a com-
munity and just take,take, 
take. But a healthy relation-
ship is always give and take. 
So we are putting the tax of-
fi ces on notice. Allerton is sat-
urated with tax offi ces and we 
have had enough.

We promised you more va-
riety on Allerton so you and 
you family can enjoy the day 
shopping on Allerton and that 
is what we will deliver.

We met Captain Alps the 
new commander of the 49th  
Precinct and we welcome him 
to our community and offer 
our support to a healthy and 
productive term here.

Commanding offi cers are 
always passing through and a 
new commander was inevita-
ble especially after Keith Wal-
ton was promoted to deputy 
inspector. But we would never 
expect a transition under these 
conditions. For those of you 
that have not heard our past 
commander is currently un-
der investigation for sexual ha-
rassment charges. It is a seri-
ous offense and we have taken 
the charges very seriously.

Some of you may have seen 
that our neighbors are show-
ing their love and support of 
Walton at the courthouse. I 
understand others in our com-
munity do not understand 
why so I will try to explain the 
dynamics of this situation.

Prior to Walton’s arrival to 
the the 49th The Coops, Park-

side, Eastchester Gardens and 
Pelham Parkway houses were 
operated in a defensive/reac-
tive position. A crime would 
happen, the precinct would 
respond. Walton took on an of-
fensive/ proactive approach to 
these areas. 

This in our opinion pre-
vented crimes and saved lives. 
But the added workload put 
more pressure on the com-
mand. Walton was a work 
horse and worked long hours 
and expected the same drive 
in his offi cers. He was driven 
to save lives and end crime. He 
was accessible to the commu-
nity and touted the number of 
community allies he had at ev-
ery meeting. He believed in a 
healthy relationship between 
police and community.

Every video game compe-
tition, every child he took un-
der his wing was a young boy 
or girl who had someone else 
to look up to. A positive role 
model. That is the Walton we 
believe in and we don’t like the 
negative stories coming out 
about him.

But more specifi cally as 
a community leader I have 
seen rumors fl y and lies live 
on as truth. I am not asking 
anyone to believe one story 
or another. I am not trying 
to sway anyone’s judgement. 
What I am saying is that when 

I watch Walton interact with 
the community, sending his 
offi cers out to areas that were 
neglected for too long, and an-
swer phone calls in the middle 
of the night, he earned the ben-
efi t of the doubt from me.

Let the trial take its course 
and don’t pass judgement un-
til we hear all sides. This com-
munity has not heard the ac-
cused’s side of the story. We 
can’t properly access the full 
story. So until we are pre-
sented with this evidence we 
are standing with the man 
who stood by us and made a 
positive impact in our commu-
nity in such a short period of 
time. If he is found guilty then 
he should be punished. But un-
til that moment he is proven 
guilty he is innocent. That is 
how our system works.

It will never diminish the 
great work he has done for our 
community. We hope Captain 
Alps maintains the level of po-
lice work that has been intro-
duce to the 49th this year.

You may have noticed that 
we have not yet put up the 
names of the sponsors for the 
Mother Teresa mural yet. That 
is because we have not col-
lected the entire amount yet 
and put a halt to collecting for 
the mural to start collecting 
for the lights. You would think 
you could do both at the same 
time. But that unfortunately 
does not happen and we need 
full attention to the holiday 
lights because the price tag is 
much higher. But the names 
will be on the wall  of all who 
contributed. The names will 
be published to those who con-

tributed to the holiday lights.
Remember to thank the 

stores who contribute to the 
holiday lights. These are the 
stores we want to keep on Al-
lerton and if you can fi nd a 
reason to patronize these 
stores please do.

P.S. 89 Cheer Squad is head-
ing to Orlando to perform at 
the Citrus Bowl and we could 
not be prouder of our kids. 
They performed at our Tree 
Lighting Ceremony and they 
are truly amazing. Visit our 
Facebook page (Allerton In-
ternational Merchants Asso-
ciation) to fi nd out how you 
can help them pay for their 
expensive trip. Any and every 
amount helps.

We end this article with 
this ... Santa is real!

As long as grown men grow 
white beards and wear red 
suits to create magic for little 
children...

He will always live on.
We die twice.
Once when we leave our 

body. And again when we are 
forgotten.

It’s the spirit of Christmas 
we fi ght to keep alive.

Those who ‘play’ Santa 
have that Spirit inside them 
and it is rael!

Don’t let negativity con-
sume you. Bring light to the 
darkness and know that you 
have love and support. It may 
not be where you are looking 
for it or in the way you want it. 
But it is there.

Merry Christmas to our fel-
low Allertonians and Bronx-
ites. We wish you all much 
light and happiness in 2017!

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
Well the end of the year is 

almost upon us, so I’ll use this 
column to recap what we do or 
did.

First off, Samuel H. Young 
(the H is for Henry) was 
one of ten local boys from 
Westchester Square who en-
listed in the Army in WW l. Bi-
ble of Funeral Home fame was 
another. Sam was the fi rst one 
killed in action and he is bur-
ied in Flanders Field. (That’s 
where poppies grow) in the 
rhyme. He has a commemora-
tive headstone in the church 
yard adjacent to St. Peter’s 
Church in the Square. This 
post was named after him.

Back to what went on in 

2016.
We have a new commander, 

Owen Mangan, a former Ma-
rine. He’s doing very well lead-
ing this group.

We collected food stuffs, for 
the needy at a soup kitchen in 
the south Bronx, collected eye 
glasses, cell phones and ser-
viceable clothing for the vets 
and their families.

We host two BBQs at the 
Kingsbridge VA Hospital in 
the Bronx, we get the food and 
cook and serve it to apprecia-
tive shut ins.

We hold a Christmas slash 
Holiday Party at the VA with 
Chip Hiney of Paddy’s on the 
Bay fame and Shay Mac who 
entertain the same shut-in 
with songs and guitar playing.

Transit Pipers are there with 
bag pipes and drums play-
ing military tunes as well as 
Christmas songs. Bobby Doyle 
is our resident Santa to round 
out this happening.

We sponsor a boy to Boy’s 
State. This is where a young 
lad, at least a high school ju-
nior attends a college up state 
and learns how a Bill is passed 
and enacted into law. Some 
have gone on to Boy’s National 
where the same thing is done 

on the federal level.
We have been in schools 

teaching about the Pledge 
of Allegiance as well as the 
proper display and respect of 
the American fl ag.

We have adopted a num-
ber of platoons from the 10th 
Mountain Division stationed 
at Ft. Drum in upstate NY and 
sent them goodies and care 
packages in Afghanistan.

Last but by no means least, 
we have a new bartender, 
Sheila who comes from the 
Redwood Cub.. I’ll be back be-
hind the stick the fi rst Friday 
in January from noon to 6 p.m.

I’m sure I omitted stuff but 
we were busy.

Once again, I caution you 
all on drinking and driving 

as this is a celebratory sea-
son and drinking can get out 
of hand. Remember, Highway 
One is out in force and will 
nail you. Fines, car impound-
ment jail time etc. You don’t 
need the grief.

Trivia Time

The U.S. took title to Loui-
siana on December 20, 1803.

On the same date in 1860, 
South Carolina was the fi rst to 
secede from the Union.

Once again on the same 
date but in 1957, Elvis got his 
draft notice.

December 21, 1620, saw the 
Pilgrims land at Plymouth 
Rock.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.
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FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
January 5th from 2-6pm 

January 6th from 10am-2pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  
January 3rd at 10am SHARP

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

• St. Helena Choirs Christmas Concert......................63

• Bronx Opera Company On BronxNet......................63

• Do You Remember - Miller Huggins.........................65

An historic reunion at
Lehman Center for the Arts

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts will pres-
ent Larry Harlow and Ismael 
Miranda together for Abran 
Paso, a special Historic Re-
union of Salsa concert on Sat-
urday, January 21, 2017 at 8 
p.m. After fi ve decades of one 
of the most successful partner-
ships in the history of classical 
Salsa in New York, Larry Har-
low and Ismael Miranda will 
be performing the best of their 
classic repertoire including 
“Abran Paso”, “Señor Sereno”, 
“Fue Abandonada”, “Se Casa 
La Rumba”, “Lamento de un 
Guajiro”, “Tumba y Bongo”, 
“El Malecon”, “Las Mujeres 
Son”. This concert is produced 
by Lehman Center and Leo 
Tizol.

Lehman Center for the Per-
forming Arts is on the campus 
of Lehman College/CUNY at 
250 Bedford Park Boulevard 
West.  

Tickets for Larry Harlow 
and Ismael Miranda on Sat-
urday, January 21, 2017 at are 
$125*VIP, $65, $60, and $50 and 
can be purchased by calling 
the Lehman Center box of-
fi ce at (718) 960-8833 (Monday 
through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and beginning at noon 
on the day of the concert), or 
through online access at www.
LehmanCenter.org. 

Special Pre-Sale Offer: 
Along with tickets purchased 
on or before December 31st, 
2016 at the Lehman Center 
box offi ce, you will receive a 

copy of the CD “The Best of 
Orchestra Harlow & Ismael 
Miranda”. *New This Season: 
HAVANA CAFÉ and Lehman 
Center special VIP pre-con-
cert wine & hors d’oeuvres re-
ception starting at 6:30 p.m. 

VIP tickets include the re-
ception and the best seats in 
the house. At the reception 
meet other patrons and the 
staff of Lehman Center. 

Sponsored by Havana Café 
Restaurant and Havana Club 
Puerto Rican Rum. 

Lehman Center is accessi-
ble by #4 or D train to Bedford 
Park Boulevard and is off the 
Saw Mill River Parkway and 
the Major Deegan Express-
way. Low-cost on-site parking 
available for $5. LARRY HARLOW AND ISMAEL MIRANDA
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The Bronx Opera Company’s presen-
tation of the holiday classic, Handel’s 
Messiah will help Bronxites celebrate 
the holiday season, on BronxNet.  

The performance, conducted by 
Bronx Opera Company director Mi-
chael Spierman, features four soloists, 
the Bronx Opera Chorus and The Or-
chestra of the Bronx, along with elected 
offi cials Councilman Andrew Cohen, 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, and 
Congressman José E. Serrano reading 
text.  

Other members of the performance 
team include Lehman College president 
José Luis Cruz, Bronx Community Col-
lege president Thomas Isekenegbe, City 
Island Historical Society founder Vir-
ginia M. Gallagher, Mount St. Ursula 
high school honors student Adriana 
Prela, and BronxNet executive direc-
tor Michael Max Knobbe.  Soprano Mi-
chelle Trovato, alto Caroline Tye, tenor 
Kirk Dougherty and bass Markel Reed 
perform solos. The program airs Fri-
day, December 23,  at 6 p.m.; Saturday, 

December 24, at 7  p.m.; Christmas Day, 
Sunday, December 25, at 10 a.m. and 7 
p.m.; and New Year’s Day, Sunday, Jan-
uary 1,  at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. on Bronx-
Net 67-Optimum and 33-Fios.

Handel’s Messiah is an oratorio com-
posed in the 1700’s by George Frideric 
Handel, with biblical text compiled by 
Charles Jennens.

“Handel’s Messiah, one of the great 
western works of art of all time is a 
splendid way to celebrate both the hol-
idays and our great borough. Speakers 
from all over the Bronx join members 
of the Bronx Opera Company and The 
Orchestra of the Bronx to share senti-
ments with our community. The Bronx 
Opera and Orchestra of The Bronx are 
very proud of our long partnerships 
with BronxNet, including the station’s 
telecasts of our many opera productions 
and annual Handel Messiah perfor-
mances,” said Bronx Opera Company 
director Michael Spierman.

For more information visit: www.
bronxnet.org.

The St. Helena adult and chil-

dren’s choirs will  present a special 
free 75th Anniversary Christmas Con-
cert just before the Christmas Vigil 
Mass on Saturday, December 24 at 5 
p.m in the church, which is located at 
1315 Olmstead Avenue.  

The concert will also feature a pro-
fessional harpist.  The choirs will be 
directed by Patrick Marques, the new 
parish music director.  It was 75 years 
ago, during the Christmas Midnight 
Mass of 1941, that St. Helena celebrated 
its very fi rst Mass in the church. Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend.

* * *

There’s no need for kids to stay up 
until midnight as New Roc’s master 
of ceremonies rings in the New Year 
early with the countdown to noon com-
plete with a thrilling balloon release 
with festive, brightly-colored bal-
loons.

 For the 7th year in a row, New Roc 
City will offer their festive ‘Ring in the 
New Year at Noon’ event for kids ages 
2 – 10 in the atrium from 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 31. 
While the highlight of the event is al-
ways the thrilling count down to a 
3,000+ balloon drop at noon, this year’s 
program will also feature a Meet and 
Greet with New York Ranger alum 
Ron Greschner, face painting, arts and 
crafts, kiddy rides, clowns, wheel of 
chance, games, snacks, goody bag, and 
much more!  After the popular balloon 
drop families are invited to spend the 
rest of the afternoon at New Roc’s com-
plex to complete their fun-fi lled New 
Year’s celebration.

 For the second year in a row the 
event will support the Westchester 
Children’s Museum through a $10 do-

St. Helena choirs present Christmas concert 
nation per family of four when regis-
tering for the New Roc City Event. The 
Children’s Museum is an interactive 
learning space providing children, 
families and school groups the oppor-
tunity to nurture curiosity and ignite 
imagination through creative hands-
on exploration. The museum is located 
at 100 Playland Parkway in Rye.

 Preregistration for this event is 
required. Families can register on-
line and download their entry pass at 
www.newrochelledowntown.com.

 Ring in the New Year at Noon! is 
held in association with the New Ro-
chelle BID Family Day event series 
plus participating tenants and com-
munity partners including FUN-
FUZION Games and Rides, Monroe 
College, Barnes and Noble, Modell’s 
Sporting Goods, Applebee’s, Premier 
Martial Arts, Planet Fitness, LAZ 
Parking, Buffalo Wild Wings, New 
Rochelle Parks and Recreation, Su-
per Soccer Stars, the New Rochelle 
YMCA, New Rochelle Youth Hockey 
in partnership with the NY Rangers, 
Texas Roadhouse, Digital Arts Ex-
perience, Burger King and Sky Zone, 
Westchester Parent, and Westchester 
Family!

Families receive free backpack 
goodie bags produced compliments of 
Laz Parking fi lled with gifts ranging 
from FunFuzion ride card, juice and 
snacks, free meal vouchers, coupons 
from Modell’s, and more.

 A complete list of events and reg-
istration can be found at www.newro-
chelledowntown.com.

* * *

A new exhibit in the Reptile House 
at Wildlife Conservation Society 

Bronx Zoo features the Grand Cay-

man iguana (Cyclura lewisi), also 
known as the blue iguana.

 The exhibit is now open to the pub-
lic and highlights an amazing conser-
vation success story.   Once numbering 
fewer than 20 animals, the species has 
been brought back from the brink of 
extinction.

 WCS’s Zoological Health Program, 
based at the Bronx Zoo, has been 
working with partners in the Cayman 
Islands for more than 15 years offer-
ing veterinary support for efforts that 
include captive breeding, incubating 
and hatching of both wild and captive 
laid eggs, and head-starting hatch-
lings at a breeding facility to allow 
them to grow large enough to better 
avoid predators before being returned 
to the wild. Veterinarians from the 
Bronx Zoo conduct pre-release health 
evaluations, annual health assess-
ments of blue iguanas at the breeding 
facility, and examinations of iguanas 
in the wild.

The recovery effort, shepherded 
by the National Trust for the Cay-
man Islands Blue Iguana Recovery 
Programme, the Cayman Islands De-
partment of the Environment, and the 
IUCN Iguana Specialist Group, has re-
leased nearly 1,000 iguanas since its in-
ception. Through ongoing monitoring 
of the wild population, scientists have 
determined that survival rates and 
breeding success in the wild has been 

positive and numbers are increasing.
 Blue iguanas are found only on 

the island of Grand Cayman. The spe-
cies designation was recently changed 
from Critically Endangered to Endan-
gered by the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
– a signifi cant move that recognizes 
recovering populations on the island 
and the success of conservation work.

The two young iguanas at the 
Bronx Zoo were bred at other zoos that 
participate in the blue iguana Spe-
cies Survival Plan (SSP), a coopera-
tive breeding program designed to en-
hance the genetic viability of animal 
populations in zoos and aquariums 
accredited by the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums (AZA). The Bronx Zoo 
hopes to eventually breed the pair to 
contribute to the health of the species 
in zoos.

 Named for the beautiful blue hue 
of their skin, blue iguanas can grow 
to nearly fi ve feet long and weigh 30 
pounds as adults. They are the largest 
native land animal in the Cayman Is-
lands. The main threats to wild popu-
lations are feral dogs and cats as well 
as human activities.

 For more information about the 
blue iguanas and the conservation ef-
forts underway, read the Dr.  Calle’s 
blog on WCS’s WildView photo blog: 
http://blog.wcs.org/photo/.

Bronx Opera Company’s 
Handel’s Messiah On Bronxnet
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Miller Huggins, fi rst Yankees manager

REPRINTED FROM 3/8/2012

Tony Morante of the New York Yankees poses between the monuments 
of  Lou Gehrig and Miller Huggins in Monument Park of the old Yankee 
Stadium.   I took the photo on April 6, 2000.

I took this photograph of 
Tony Morante of the New York 
Yankees in Monument Park 
of the old Yankee Stadium on 
April 6, 2000.  He’s standing be-
tween the monuments of Lou 
Gehrig and Miller Huggins af-
ter fi lling me in on some details 
about the park.  I believe him to 
be the greatest living expert on 
the Yankees and the park they 
called home for so many years. 

Lou Gehrig needs no expla-
nation but newer fans may not 
be as familiar with Miller Hug-
gins.  Miller James Huggins 
was born in Cincinnati, Ohio 
on March 27, 1879.  Although he 
had a law degree, baseball was 
his fi rst love and even in those 
days a good player was paid 
more than a practicing lawyer.  
He managed to snag a spot as 
second baseman for the Cincin-
nati Reds in 1904 even though 
he was only 5’6” which was 
small for a professional base-
ball player.  He proved to be a 
very successful player and re-
mained with the team through 
1909. Then from 1910 to 1916, he 
played for the St. Louis Cardi-
nals.  He was named player-
manager in 1913 but failed 
to bring much success to the 
team.  

 In the interim, there was a 

lot of wheeling-dealing going 
on behind the scenes in profes-
sional baseball.   Frank Farrell 
and Big Bill Devery saw an op-
portunity and sought to fi nd a 
foothold in New York.

They moved their Baltimore 
Orioles to Hilltop Park not far 
from the Polo Grounds in New 
York after much fi nagling with 
the Giants who tried to keep 
them out and had already man-
aged to acquire the best play-
ers.  The new team established 
in 1903 was called the High-
landers because of their home 
fi eld in Harlem Heights be-
tween 165th and 168th streets.  
They were offi cially called the 
New York Americans but Jim 
Price, a sports editor gave the 
team a nickname, Yanks or 
Yankees just to save space in 
headlines.  Never underesti-
mate the power of the press.  

 The Polo Grounds burned 
down in 1911 and the High-
landers allowed the Giants to 
use their fi eld.  When the Polo 
Grounds was rebuilt in 1913, 

the Giants returned the favor 
by allowing the Highlanders 
to use the fi eld.  Since the latter 
was no longer on high ground, 
they began using the name 
New York Yankees.  

Farrell and Devery sold 
the team to Colonel Jacob Ru-
pert and “Cap” Huston in 1915 
and a new era in Yankee base-
ball came to life.  When Rup-
pert brought Miller Huggins 
on board in 1918, “Cap’ Huston 
strongly disagreed feeling that 
he may have been a good ball 
player but did not distinguish 
himself as a manager and Hus-
ton had already pegged Wilbert 
Robinson for  that position.  
That was among the reasons 
for the dissolving of their part-
nership.

Huggins proved Rupert’s 
judgment was sound as he went 
on to help put together a cham-
pionship team and led the Yan-
kees to six American League 
pennants and three World Se-
ries trophies.  Babe Ruth, Lou 
Gehrig, Bob Meusel and Tony 

Lazzeri were among the players 
he acquired while managing 
the team which moved to the 
Bronx when Yankee Stadium 
was built in 1923.  Huggins was 
inducted into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame in 1964 and the monu-
ment pictured here was erected 
in Center Field in front of the 
fl ag pole on May 30, 1932 but 
was moved to the area shown 
in the accompanying photo 
that came to be called Monu-

ment Park in 1976.
 Huggins died of erysipelas 

(blood poisoning) at St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital at 3:15 p.m. on 
September 25, 1929 after man-
aging the Yankees for 12 sea-
sons.  He was only 50 years 
old and perhaps the most well-
known name in baseball at the 
time.  Bob Shawkey (1890-1980), 
a former pitcher, was named as 
his replacement and managed 
the team through 1927.
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THEODORE KORONY AMERICAN LEGION POST 253’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

VILLA MARIA ACADEMY GIVES BACK

The Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 family celebrated its annual holiday lun-
cheon at the James J. Peters VA Medical Center on Sunday, December 4.This year’s festivi-
ties included catered food, live music by the Private Stock band and a surprise visit from 
jolly old St. Nick who distributed free New York Yankee hats, handmade lap blankets and 
candy canes to the veteran patients.

(Abovve) Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 members got into the holiday 
spirit by giving back to veterans in need. Photos courtesy of Judy Lanci

(Right) Santa and his elven helper Judy Lanci spread holiday cheer to veterans residing 
at the James J. Peters VA Medical Center. 

Villa Maria Academy kindergarten and fi rst grade students are collecting hats, gloves, mit-
tens and socks for homeless neighbors this holiday season and are nearing their goal of 
over 100 items. The children also decorated a ‘Mitten Tree’, the contents of which will be 
donated to one of several outreach programs run by local Catholic parishes. 

The Waterbury LaSalle Community and Homeowners Association celebrated its annual 
Christmas tree lighting in festive style on Sunday, December 11 at Schneider Sampson Park.
The holiday festivities included Yuletide music, a visit from Santa Claus bearing gifts, re-
freshments from Barino’s Catering and horse-drawn carriage rides provided by Chateau 
Stables, Inc.

(Above) May LaValle (l) and Brianna Maravilla had fun meeting Santa Claus. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

SANTA VISITS WATERBURY LASALLE
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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“We had a long week. We didn’t play anybody and we practiced 
every single day, so maybe they were just tired. But they 
were too hesitant, no one was attacking the basket and then 
we were able to turn it around in the second quarter.”

TOM CATALANOTTO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77

BY LAURA AMATO
Chase Edmonds had an 

incredibly good year and it 

just got a even better. 

The Fordham junior 

running back was named 

a First Team Associated 

Press All-American on 

Dec. 15, marking the third 

straight season he picked 

up the honor. It’s yet an-

other accolade in a season 

that was nothing short of 

historic for Edmonds. 

“I always think, ‘Don’t for-
get what got you to the top of 
the mountain,’” Edmonds 
said earlier this year. “After I 
had the success my freshman 
year, that quote will always 
stay with me and I’ll never 
get complacent because at any 
given moment it can be gone.”

Edmonds numbers this fall 
were nothing short of monu-
mental. A First Team All-Pa-
triot League and ECAC All-
Star selection this season, he 
rushed a whopping 257 times, 
racking up 1,799 yards and 19 
touchdowns. 

Edmonds led the entire FCS 
in rushing yards and rushing 
yards per game (163.5) and fi n-
ished second in the country 
in rushing touchdowns and 
all-purpose yards per game 
(194.6) His total rushing yards 
this season were just 39 yards 
shy of Fordham’s single-sea-
son record – which Edmonds 
set in 2014. 

In addition to his impres-
sive season-long performance, 
Edmonds notched some of the 
most dominant single-game 
performances in Fordham 
and Patriot League history. 

On Oct. 8, he rushed for a 
program and Patriot League 
record 359 yards – the most by 
any NCAA Division I player 
this year – on just 17 carries. 
Edmonds broke his own re-
cord with those numbers as 
well, blowing past his previ-
ous mark of 347 yards against 
Lehigh last season. 

The 21.1 yards per run he 
averaged in that game also 
set an NCAA FCS record for 
most yards gained per rush 
in a game. The previous mark 

was set by VMI’s Gene Brown 
in 1988. 

Edmonds was never one 
to promote his own numbers, 
however, quick to point out 
the success of the offensive 
line in front of him and the 
teammates that helped set 
him up. 

“If there’s one team that 
can get beyond that 10-man 
box, it’s us,” Edmonds said. 
“We believe in each other and 
we band together.”

As if that wasn’t enough, 
Edmonds also set the pro-

gram record for career rush-
ing yards this season, in 
the Rams’ 17-14 victory over 
Georgetown on Oct. 22. Over 
the course of his fi rst three 
seasons with the Rams – which 
have drawn plenty of interest 
from NFL teams and scouts – 
Edmonds has rushed for 5,285 
yards, notched 62 touchdowns 
on the ground and racked up 
69 overall touchdowns. Both 
of those touchdown markers 
are, naturally, school and Pa-
triot League records. 

Edmonds is just 336 yards 

shy of Jordan Scott’s Patriot 
League career record of 5,621 
yards – a number that seems 
all but inevitable for the run-
ning back at this point. 

Still, he won’t ever take 
anything for granted. He’s just 
here to help the team win. 

“You play with a chip on 
your shoulder,” Edmonds 
said. “You make sure you let 
yourself know that these guys 
rely on you and got to get the 
job done. I have to set the ex-
ample and I have to get the job 
done.” 

RAMS RUSHING STAR RACKS 
UP ANOTHER ACCOLADE

Fordham junior running back Chase Edmonds picked up yet another accolade last week, named a First Team 
All-American after a dominant season with the Rams. Fordham Athletics

iLoveKickboxing is pleased 
to announce it will open its 
fi rst franchise in the Bronx, 
located at 2007 Colonial Av-
enue.  Based on the success-
ful nationwide model, the 
studio incorporates the work-
outs of professional fi ghters, 
while making them accessi-
ble and fun for all fi tness lev-
els, including average men or 
women looking to lose weight 
and get in shape. 

In the high-energy classes, 
members gear up with authen-
tic boxing gloves and perform 
genuine conditioning drills 
and kickboxing techniques 
on real heavy bags. Passion-
ate instructors motivate and 
encourage participants to “go 
the extra mile” to get stellar 
results based on their per-
sonal goals.  This location is 
one of 180+ iLoveKickboxing 
studios, which has grown rap-
idly over the past few years.

“As a native New Yorker, I 
am especially thrilled to grow 
our brand in one of the bor-
oughs,” stated CEO Michael 
Parrella. “In addition to as-
sisting members transform 
their lives through fi tness, 
we’re eager to show residents 
how iLoveKickboxing gives 
back to the entire community 
by offering residents fun jobs 
and career paths, and by do-
nating funds to local charities 
through our ongoing fundrais-
ing efforts.”

“We are so excited to be 
opening up an iLoveKickbox-
ing studio in the Bronx,” said 
owner Sheetal Deo, a Doctor 
of Physical Medicine and Re-
habilitation, who also juggles 
two kids and participates in 
numerous fi tness activities, 
including half marathons and 
sprint triathlons.  

Dr. Deo co-owns the studio 
with husband Sanmeet Deo, 
who is a veteran of the fi nance 
industry and shares his wife’s 
passion for fi tness by compet-

New
Kickboxing
Fitness Club

comes to
the Bronx

Continued on Page 76
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BY LAURA AMATO
There weren’t any championships 

won, but the Bronx still boasted a 
handful of big-time talent on the pitch 
this fall. 

Bronx Science, once again, led the 
charge in the PSAL, making it as far 
as the ‘A’ semifi nals before falling 1-0 
to Francis Lewis. Lehman impressed 
in the ‘B’ playoffs, advancing to the 
quarterfi nals. Of course, each team’s 
success wouldn’t have been possible 
without the players. Here they are, the 
best of the best in the Bronx this sea-
son: 

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
MELENIA RAHAMAN

BRONX SCIENCE
The junior was a standout on a 

squad chock-full of offensive talent 
this fall. Rahaman racked up a team-
best 17 goals on just 36 shots during 
the regular season and, for good mea-
sure, chipped in two more goals dur-
ing the playoffs. She also added fi ve 
assists as Bronx Science cruised to a 
perfect 11-0 record in Bronx/Manhat-
tan AI and a second league title in the 
last three years. 

COACH OF THE YEAR
ANNIE ECKSTEIN
BRONX SCIENCE

The Wolverines were nothing 
short of dominant throughout the fall, 
boasting one of the most aggressive of-
fenses in the entire city. Bronx Science 
rarely gave opposing teams a chance 
to even touch the ball, let alone give 
up a goal, as the team’s front line out-
scored team’s 57-to-3 during the regu-
lar season. Eckstein and her team are 
primed for another run next season – 
coming up short in the semifi nals this 
year – as a solid core of players are 
slated to return to the squad next fall. 

ALL-AREA FIRST TEAM
JACINTA ADDO-BADU
CARDINAL SPELLMAN

The senior forward led the Pilots 
front line with nine goals and one as-
sist this season, the spark that made 
Spellman’s offense go throughout the 
year. She wrapped up her career with 
a Mayor’s Cup appearance.

KARLA GARCIA
JOHN F. KENNEDY

The junior found the back of the 
net a whopping 24 times this season, 
one of the most potent scoring threats 
in the Bronx. Garcia also added 18 
assists, fi nishing fi rst in scoring in 
Bronx/Manhattan B II. 

ASHLEY PACHEO
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

The senior sparked the Explorers 
offense throughout the season, lead-
ing the team with 13 goals during the 
regular season. Pacheoalso added two 
assists, fi nishing in the top-10 in scor-
ing in Bronx/Manhattan A II. 

SAMANTHA ORTIZ
CARDINAL SPELLMAN

The senior midfi elder, who also ap-
peared in the Mayor’s Cup this season, 
did a bit of everything for the Pilots 
this season. She notched three goals 
and two assists and also spent time on 
the squad’s back line, a source of defen-
sive experience in front of the net. 

DEBORAH TERAN
LEHMAN CAMPUS

The junior midfi elder led Bronx B 
III in scoring this season with 38 to-
tal points on 15 goals and eight assists 
during the regular season. Teran also 
added one goal and one assist in two 
playoff matches. 

MATILDA KOCAJ
JOHN F. KENNEDY

The senior was a force to be reck-
oned with, the spark that made her 
squad’s offense go this fall. She racked 
up 19 goals on just 20 shots, but she 
was even more effective setting up 
her teammates. Kocaj added a league-
leading 24 assists in 10 regular-season 
games. 

ALEXCIA WALKER
SOUTH BRONX

The senior was a picture of goal-
scoring effi ciency this season, fi nding 
the back of he net 11 times on just 19 
shots during the regular season. She 
also notched a playoff goal as well and 
chipped in one assist for good measure 
as well. 

SOFIA MAHAIRAS
BRONX SCIENCE

The freshman did a bit of every-
thing for the Wolverines, racking up 
seven goals and six assists during the 
regular season. Her two-fold offensive 
attack made Mahairas a threat when-
ever the ball hit her feet. 

KAY SCHEMAN
BRONX SCIENCE

The senior defender, who wrapped 
up her high school career with an ap-
pearance in the Mayor’s Cup, brought 
some much-needed experience and 
leadership to the Wolverines’ back 
line. The squad notched nine shutouts 
this season. 

MIKAYLA MCNAUGHTON
DEWITT CLINTON

The senior split time in net with 
Keyla Pena, but still managed to im-
press between the pipes. McNaughton 
racked up 68 saves, giving up 35 goals 
throughout the course of the regular 
season. 

HONORABLE MENTION
GK: Keyla Pena, Dewitt Clinton
GK: Roxy D’Acosta, Cardinal Spell-
man
M: Ashley Koonce, Mott Haven
M: Vida Bah, Bronx Science
F: Jenna Kolodny, Bronx Science
F: Nirvana Blake, Lehman

2016 BRONX ALL-AREA GIRLS SOCCER HONORS

ing in Spartan races throughout the 
year, as well as P90X and Insanity 
workouts.  The couple were interested 
in opening a fi tness franchise, and 
when they tried an iLoveKickboxing 
class, they were hooked.  

“We can’t wait to share our passion 
with residents to help them improve 
their health, fi tness level and self-con-
fi dence,” she added. 

Although the couple live in Queens, 
once they started researching the ar-
ea’s lack of gyms, and the borough’s 
#Not62 initiative, a program aimed 
at improving the health outcomes of 
residents and advancing their county 
health rankings, they chose the 
Bronx.

“The people of the Bronx deserve to 
partake in the popularity of boutique 
fi tness studios such as Orange Theory 
or Pure Barre, but don’t have many op-
tions, said Sheetal Deo.  “We are proud 
to be the fi rst pure kickboxing concept 

of any kind in the entire borough, and 
are even more excited to tackle the 
current health initiative of the Bronx 
Borough President, Ruben Diaz Jr., by 
focusing on preventative health mea-
sures,” she added. 

iLoveKickboxing.com (ILKB) is a 
fast-growing fi tness kickboxing fran-
chise. Dynamic workouts of profes-
sional fi ghters are made accessible to 
every man and woman looking to get 
fi t, tone up, and take charge of their 
life! ILKB emphasizes community, 
fun, and expert support for long-last-
ing results.  

To view a workout: 
h t t p s : // w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=ImEhje_0HcE.  For before 
and after photos: http://www.ilove-
kickboxing.com/testimonials. For 
more information about iLoveKick-
boxing.com, or to schedule an inter-
view, contact Deborah Straus at 516-
667-0963 or send an email to dstraus@
ilovekickboxing.com.

from Page 75

New Kickboxing Fitness Club
comes to the Bronx

Bronx Science junior Meleni Rahaman was a stastical force this season, leading the Wolver-
ines to another league title and PSAL semifi nal berth. Photo by Robert Cole
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BY LAURA AMATO
It was almost as if a switch went 

on. 
The Monsignor Scanlan girls bas-

ketball team struggled early on Car-
dinal Spellman, but as soon as the 
second quarter began the Crusaders 
seemed to wake up. 

Scanlan seized control of the game, 
cruising to a 70-62 victory over in the 
CHSAA road matchup and grabbing a 
bit of much-need confi dence. 

“We had a long week. We didn’t 
play anybody and we practiced every 
single day, so maybe they were just 
tired,” said Crusaders coach Tom Cat-
alanotto. “But they were too hesitant, 
no one was attacking the basket and 
then we were able to turn it around in 
the second quarter.”

Scanlan (3-1) was without senior 
star Delphynia Sparks who has been 
sidelined for the last three weeks with 
a high-ankle sprain and the Crusad-
ers struggled to fi nd an early-game 
scoring threat with her on the bench. 

That, however, also changed in the 
second quarter. 

The Crusaders brought defensive 
pressure from nearly every angle – 
sparked by a brand-new, full-court at-
tack – and got the ball out in transition, 
setting Spellman back on its collective 
toes. Scanlan opened the second quar-
ter on a 10-point run, taking a lead on 
it would never again surrender. 

“[The press] is working now, we’re 
starting to get the ball more and forc-

ing teams into turnovers,” said se-
nior point guard Chanell Williams, 
who fi nished with 18 points. “We start 
pushing it up more and everybody 
gets a chance to touch the ball. That’s 
huge.”

Scanlan opened up a 39-26 lead at 
the break and never looked back, set-
tling into a defensive game that forced 
over a dozen Pilots turnovers. The 
Crusaders continued to push tempo 
in the third quarter and, most im-
portantly, spread the ball out, break-
ing through Spellman’s defense when 
forced to play in the half court. 

“We’re adjusting,” Catalanotto said 
of his team’s offense without Sparks. 
“We’re going to be so much stronger 
when [Del] is back, but we’re making 
it work.”

Spellman did its best to try and 
claw out of a double-digit hole through-
out the second half, but Scanlan held 
its own on the boards, frequently lim-
iting the Pilots to one-and-done pos-
sessions.

“Me and Kayla Morris, we’re the 
two biggest people on this team so we 
know we have to get the rebounds,” 
said sophomore forward Kaylen Ban-
wareesigh, who fi nished with a game-
high 21 points. “We had to step up and 
we just had to get it done.”

Spellman came back to make it an 
eight-point game with 4:46 left – on a 
quick, transition jumper by Brianna 
Diaz – but Scanlan answered with 
a 10-point run of its own, effectively 

locking up the victory. 
By the fi nal whistle seven different 

players put points on the board and it’s 
another win for a Scanlan squad that’s 
learning to play as a unit. 

“I tried to stress this year that we’re 
better as a team,” Catalanotto said. 
“This was a huge game for us, a game 
we had to win and if you’re out there 
for yourself, it’s not going to work.” 

Big-time second quarter 
propels Scanlan in win 
over Cardinal Spellman

Monsignor Scanlan point guard Channel Williams (left) racked up 18 points as the squad 
cruised to a victory over Cardinal Spellman on Dec. 17. CNG/Laura Amato

Monsignor Scanlan sophomore forward Kaylen Banwareesinsa (left) was a force in transi-
tion, racking up a team-best 22 points against Cardinal Spellman on Dec. 17. 
 CNG/Laura Amato

Velocity Track Club New York’s bless-
ing continues!  We participated in Week 
1 of the Colgate Women’s Games at Pratt 
Institute Athletic Recreation Center in 
Brooklyn, New York.  The Colgate Wom-
en’s Games is the nation’s largest ama-
teur track series open to all girls from 
elementary school through college and 
beyond. Competitors participate in pre-
liminary meets and semi-fi nals to deter-
mine fi nalists who will compete for tro-
phies and educational grants-in-aid from 
Colgate-Palmolive Company.  In Week 1, 
we had 3 girls earn medals and points.  On 
Sunday, December 18, 2016, Brianna Bur-
rell earned a medal and points in the El-
ementary A division (1st – 3rd grade) with 
a 4th place fi nish in the 55 meter dash, 
Plus she earned points in the 200 meter 
dash.  In the Elementary B Division (4th 
& 5th grade), Dakota Hickman earned a 
medal & points in the high jump.  She fi n-
ished with a tie for 4th place.  Olivia Bur-
rell earned a medal and points in the 55 
meter dash with a 6th place fi nish.  Plus 

she earned point in the 55 meter hurdles 
with a 7th place fi nish. Congratulation 
Ladies, with continues success, you can 
earn lovely trophies, sweat suits and edu-
cational grants-in aid.   

As our Ladies were competing at the 
Colgate Women’s Games, the rest of the 
team competed in the Armory Youth Holi-
day Classic sponsored by NYRR at the Ar-
mory on Fort Washington Avenue, New 
York. Awards were given to the top 3 ath-
letes in their division / event. The follow-
ing events were contested:  3000 meters 
run, 1 mile run, 800, 400, 200 & 55 meter 
race. Plus, shot put, high jump, long jump, 
pole vault and weight throw.  The compe-
tition was fi erce; teams from Conn, New 
York and New Jersey were in attendance.  
Therefore medals were hard to come by!  
However, we were able to muscle out 11 
medals (3 gold, 6 silvers and 2 bronzes). In 
the 8 & under boys division, Dillon Hamp-
ton won Gold in the 1 mile run and the 800 
meters race. His partner, Pierce Parker 
went step for step with Dillon to earn him 

silver medal in the same events. Also, Kas-
sir Gayle competing in his 3rd meet, won 
a gold medal in the shot put. In the 11 & 12 
girl’s age division, Hannah Gadpaille won 
silver in the 55 and 400 meters race. In the 
boys 11 & 12 division, Kaseam Shand won 
a bronze medal in the shot put.  Raseam 
Phillip won a silver medal in the boys 13 
& 14 division 55 meter dash.  In the 17 & 18 
boys division Darius Gordon won a silver 
medal in the 400 meter dash and a bronze 
medal in the 1 mile run.  Congratulation 
to all that competed!!

Our next meet will be on Tuesday, De-
cember 27th, the Ocean Breeze Holiday 
Festival located in Staten Island, New 
York.  Come out to see your future Olym-
pians.    

Velocity Track Club New York is a 
501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of your dona-
tion will go to help our children.  For ad-
ditional information, you can go to our 
web site Velocitytrack.org or contact me, 
Coach Winston Dinkins at 914-441-6196 or 
via email at watclt@aol.com.  

Picture: VTC Athletes sporting their medals 
at the Colgate Women’s Game. 

Velocity Track Club New York highlights
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diately returned.
Walton’s indictment came the same 

day as a federal lawsuit was filed against 
him and other NYPD officials by another 
officer who had previously served under 
him, alleging she was the victim of re-
taliation after failing to meet monthly 
ticket-writing quotas  

 The plaintiff, Michelle Hernandez, 
alleged she was pressured to meet illegal 
ticket quota disguised as performance 
goals while serving in the 49th and 44th 
precincts. 

The city, current NYPD Commis-
sioner James O’Neil, former commis-
sioners Ray Kelly and William Bratton, 
former 44th Precinct Deputy Inspector 
Kevin Catalina and Councilwoman Van-
essa Gibson were also named as defen-
dants in the suit filed in the US District 
Court for the Southern District of New 
York. 

Hernandez’s complaint alleges offi-
cers who failed to meet the quotas were 
punished with undesirable assignments, 
loss of overtime, denial of leave, separa-
tion from their NYPD partners and poor 
evaluations. 

The pressure to meet the quotas led to 
unnecessary harassment of residents of 
color, the complaint also alleges. 

Hernandez sued the city for $75 mil-
lion in damages in August due to the 
same alleged retaliation for failing to 

Sex abuse charges for 4-9 
Precinct CO; second offi cer 
fi les federal ‘quota’ lawsuit

From page 1

meet ticket quotas, according to pub-
lished reports. 

The officer also alleged she was told 
by Catalina to drop a ticket she wrote af-
ter pulling over Gibson in 2014 for talk-
ing on her mobile phone while driving. 

Gibson has denied the incident hap-
pened.

The western portion of Van Cortlandt 
Park and the Jerome Park Reservoir are 
also nearby. 

Construction on the building will be-
gin in July of 2017, Stagg said. 

The project will be designed by Walter 
Marin of Marin Architects of Manhat-
tan, who designed the affordable housing 
development being built at 203rd Street 
and Webster Avenue in nearby Norwood. 

That residential project will include 
130 units of affordable and market rate 
housing. 

Work is also well underway at an-
other Stagg project, The Equestrian at 
Pelham Parkway. 

The seven-story Equestrian, a 129-
unit building, will include approximately 
20 percent affordable units.

Stagg said he wanted the Van Cort-
landt Avenue building to fit in with the 

Stagg Group plans Van 
Cortlandt Avenue project

From page 1
historic brick architecture prominent in 
the north Bedford Park neighborhood. 

The building will be built to ensure 
certified LEED green building status, 
and will also feature rooftop gardens and 
a fitness facility, as well as a basement 
community center for use by residents. 

Community Board 7 chair Adaline 
Walker Santiago said Stagg Group had 
not presented its new plans to the board, 
but would go before the Housing and En-
vironment and Sanitation committees 
early next year.

“It needs to go through both commit-
tees because it used to be a gas station, 
but we will be addressing this in Janu-
ary,” she said.

Santiago said the board had a good 
history working with Stagg Group and 
was hopeful about the newest project.

“Whatever happens, it will be for the 
better of the community, because we al-
ways fight for that,” she said.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

The property at 150 Van Cortlandt Avenue in Norwood has been cleared for a planned af-
fordable housing complex recently proposed by the Stagg Group. Arthur Cusano

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

Deputy Inspector Keith Walton, former 
leader fo the 49th Precinct, was indicted 
last week on felony sex abuse charges after 
charges were alleged by a precinct offi cer. 
 Archive photo
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last
gifts
minute

$15

$5
$5

MENS
Moto Denim Jeans

SPECIAL
PURCHASE

3-Piece Set

Choose from Hoods, Cardigans 
& Pullover Crews. 

Many Solid Colors & Stripes

LADIES & GIRLS
SELECT FASHION

SWEATERS

GREAT GIFTS
UNDER $10

we’ve 
got the

toys!

1 WEEK ONLY!electronics

$35 Value

$5
Virtual Reality
Goggles

YAK PAK Dual Speaker $10 Value
$1

$20 Value

$30Military Jackets

Choose from Select Group of Toys

$12-$24
Value

$8Crewneck & Hooded
Knit Tops

& UP

& many more!

$60 Value

$35 Value

$17

BOYS
Flight 
Jackets

$30 Value

$17Destructive Moto
Denim Jeans $36 Value

$10Rip N Repair Tees
Long Sleeve $20 Value

$10
3-Channel
Helicopter

$30 Value

$48 Value

Mens & Ladies
SLEEPWEAR 
SETS

$10
$20 Value 

Jewelry
$6& up

$10

Fragrances

Watches
$5

3for
$10

& up

CORDLESS SHAVERS
VIVITAR SHAVERS
CAR VACS & MORE

Just for Dad!

HOLIDAY HOURS: MON-FRI 7AM-MIDNIGHT
CHRISTMAS EVE 6AM-8PM • CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

Call or Visit Us Online for Nearest Location 
1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • @formanmills1 WEEK 47 12/19-12/25


