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5 candidates
announce for

13th Council
seat

BY ROBERT WIRSING

As 2016 nears a close, five can-
didates have already announced
their candidacy for next year’s
13th Council District primary
race.

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj,
John Marano, Alex Gomez, John
Doyle and Marjorie Velazquez-
Lynch have announced their
intentions to vie for the Demo-
cratic party nod to replace Coun-
cilman James Vacca, who will be
term-limited at the end of 2017.

Vacca has served in the Coun-
cil since 2005.

On Monday, December 12,
Gjonaj announced his candidacy
at the Chippewa Democratic
Club to over 150 community lead-
ers in attendance.

“I have decided to run for
NYC Council, without matching
funds, to better address the qual-
ity of life issues residents of City
Island, Pelham Bay, Throggs
Neck and Morris Park struggle
with everyday,” stated Gjonaj.
“From City HallI will be in a bet-
ter position to create more jobs,
enhance our neighborhoods, in-
crease our police force and com-
bat homelessness. I look forward
to displaying the type of leader-
ship my neighbors have come to
know and expect from me.”

The Morris Park native
would work to have Mayor de
Blasio honor his promise of clos-
ing Rodman’s Neck, allocate re-
sources to confront the increas-
ing homeless population and
supply local precincts with addi-
tional officers to combat the in-
creasing drug epidemic.

Assemblyman Gjonaj starts
his third term in Albany in Jan-
uary.

John Marano, a lifelong
Throggs Neck resident and
community activist, is a well-
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Santa Visits TN Shopping Center

Throggs Neck children and their families had a holly, jolly time meeting
Santa Claus and his elves at the Throggs Neck Shopping Center on Sunday,
December 11. Sisters Leia (I) and Natalija Ortiz enjoyed some tasty candy
canes given to them by Father Christmas.
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BUS ASSAULT

Pols call for Bx8 ‘special’ arrangement

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE

NYPD officers arrested on
Monday, December 5, three girls
in a connection to a potentially
race-related attack on a city bus.

According to police, on Tues-
day, November 22, four white
female St. Catharine Academy
students were on board a Bx8
bus near Middletown Road and
Westchester Avenue.

During their ride home from
school, two black male passen-
gers began to take their picture.

Later on, three black females
boarded the same bus at the
Westchester Avenue stop. They
were friends of the males that
were harassing the white stu-
dents. The teenage girls immedi-

ately started fighting with the St.
Catharine foursome.

According to a NY Post ar-
ticle, the boys yelled things such
as, “Oh, white girl got money!”
and “Oh you go to St. Catharine’s?
What, do you have money? Go
drink your coffee, white girl and
go shopping.”

In addition, the boys allegedly
threatened to urinate on the vic-
tims.

The St. Catharine girls’ attor-
ney, Scott Seskin, confirmed the
comments.

They suffered minor cuts and
bruises from the attack and were
taken to Jacobi Hospital.

NYPD has identified two of the

Continued on Page 4

Renovations begin on
new BCA headquarters

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Construction on the Bronx
Council on the Art’s long awaited
new home at a former bank build-
ing in Westchester Square is un-
derway.

After a long delay, the former
Washington Mutual branch at 2700
East Tremont Avenue that was do-
nated by J.P. Morgan Chase Bank
some five years ago is now being
renovated to house BCA headquar-
ters.

The $5.6 million renovation

project, funded by the NYC De-
partment of Cultural Affairs with
money allocated by local elected
officials, will convert the 7,300 for-
mer bank into a first-class art hub
by the fall of 2017.

A Kkick-off celebration for the
‘BCA@2700" with elected officials,
business and civic leaders, artists
and community members was held
on Friday, December 9.

Congressman Joseph Crowley,
who helped broker the donation

Continued on Page 19
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BY MARK HALLUM

tive, multi-agency investigation

stop work orders from receiving

Twwo toddlers die due to radiator malfunction

AND PATRICK ROCCHIO

Two toddlers were killed by a
radiator malfunction in a Hunts
Point building on Wednesday,
December 7.

The two girls were in a first
floor apartment at 720 Hunts
Point Avenue when a malfunc-
tioning pressure valve let off
steam, causing the children to go
into cardiac arrest, with major
burns, according to published
reports.

The incident occurred at ap-
proximately 12:20 p.m., with the
two girls transported to Lincoln
Hospital, according to police.

They have been identified
as Scylee Vayoh Ambrose, who
was one-year-old and Ibanez Am-
brose, a two- year-old, according
tothe NYPD.

The apartment where the in-
cident occurred is part of the
city’s cluster-site program for
temporary homeless housing in
privately owned buildings.

Local elected officials re-
sponded to the tragedy shortly
after the incident by calling for a
full investigation.

“We are in the preliminary
stages of what is a highly ac-

into what happened in this home
and whether there’s anything
that can be done to help prevent
such an unspeakable event in
the future,” said Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. shortly after
the incident. “Our law enforce-
ment, buildings, fire and social
services personnel will not rest
until we can answer what has
given rise to this heartbreaking
incident.”

Councilman Rafael Sala-
manca, in response to the deaths,
said that the New York City
Council would hold oversight
hearings into the Hunts Point
tragedy.

“While this may have been
a ‘freak accident’, I believe that
city leaders still have the abil-
ity and the authority to make
changes that could help to pre-
vent this from happening in the
future,” stated Salamanca.

“This was a cluster site, but
obviously it could happen any-
where.”

He will also introduce legisla-
tion aimed at preventing similar
mishaps, he stated.

“I'm proposing some prag-
matic solutions that I hope we

Senator Ruben Diaz Sr (c.) visited the building where the tragedy occurred on

Wednesday, December 7.

Photo by Aracelis Batista

can work on in the coming
weeks to help prevent something
like this from happening again,”
stated the councilman.

The councilman’s legislation

will deal with requiring inspec-
tion of radiators, regulations
covering radiator covers or bar-
riers and a plan to require any
landlord with ‘C’ violations or

contracts from the NYC Depart-
ment of Homeless Services to
house families.

Mayor de Blasio addressed
the situation shortly after the in-
cident on Thursday, December 8
at an event in Bayside, Queens.

According to de Blasio, the
last semi-annual DHS shelter
inspection of the building took
place a month ago.

The NYC Department of
Buildings, however, lists a vari-
ety of violations since the 1980s,
but none involving the heating
system.

“We do not see any precedent
in anything that has happened
before, said the mayor. “This
was a freak accident, a series of
painful coincidences that led to
the loss of these children.”

The mayor said it is very nat-
ural that New Yorkers be con-
cerned about radiators but he
has no evidence of something
like this specific incident hap-
pening in the past.

The mayor called for a full in-
vestigation.

Partofthis story was published
in the Bronx Times’s sister paper,
the Queens Times Ledger.
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Host your holiday celebration in one of our private dining spaces.
From cocktail party to sit down dinner, we do it all.

Let us cater your home or office party.
Choose from menu packages or customize your own.
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JOHN DOYLE

JOHN MARANO

from Page 1

rounded candidate and dedi-
cated public servant.

“Working almost 20 years of
my life as a NYPD officer and
NYC fireman is what started my
desire to become a public ser-
vant,” said Marano. “After re-
tiring from the FDNY, I contin-
ued my public service with CB
10 for the last ten years where I
worked very closely with the lo-
cal merchants and residents to
better address their needs.”

Marano currently serves as
CB 10’s first vice chairman and
was the board’s chairman for
four years.

As councilman, Marano
would insist on a narcotics
module for the 45th and 49th
precincts to stop illegal drug
activity, bring more alternative
energy resources and programs
to owners of both private and
multiple dwellings and address
the lack of parking while work-
ing closely with property own-
ers throughout the district’s
commercial strips to continue
attracting businesses needed in
the communities.

MARJORIE VELAZQUEZ-LYNCH

Colombian born Alex Gomez
was raised in the Mount Hope
section of the Bronx before mov-
ing to Throggs Neck a decade
ago.

For the last 18 years, he has
been employed in the social ser-
vices field and currently serves
as a Phipps Neighborhoods di-
rector.

“Out of all the candidates,
I’'m the lesser known, but I am
the one furthest away from the
political machine who canbring
fresh ideas to our communities
and the city,” said Gomez.

If elected, Gomez would sup-
port tax breaks to small busi-
ness owners and homeowners,
bring more social services to
the district and the city and
create programs for people to
become better educated on en-
vironmental issues.

City Island resident John
Doyle, has listed seven policy
platforms including ethics in
government, transportation, ed-
ucation and the environment.

His resume includes serving
on 45th Precinct Community
Council, City Island Civic As-

ALEX GOMEZ

sociation, Councilman Ritchie
Torres’ treasurer and Senator
Jeff Klein’s community affairs
director.

If elected, Doyle would work
torenovate the Pelham Bay IRT
train station and improve traf-
fic in the surrounding area,
institute participatory budget-
ing allowing residents a direct
say in how their tax dollars are
spent in their community and
hold annual town hall meeting
in every community for resi-
dents to express their concerns
directly to their local represen-
tative.

Vacca has endorsed CB 10
member and 82nd Assembly
Female District Leader Mar-
jorie Velazquez-Lynch in the
race to succeed him.

“Marjorie will be a forward-
looking, effective advocate for
our children and seniors in the
City Council,” Vacca said.

The Throggs Neck resident
will focus on improving educa-
tion at local schools, protect-
ing healthcare access and ex-
panding public transportation
in the ‘transit desert’ commu-
nity.

Council District 13 encom-
passes Pelham Bay, Throggs
Neck, Waterbury-LaSalle,
Country Club, Spencer Estate,
Westchester Square, Edgewa-
ter Park, Silver Beach, Locust
Point, Pelham Gardens, City
Island, Allerton, Pelham Park-
way North and South and Mor-
ris Park.

Next year’s City Council
primary, as well as races for
citywide office, are set for
Tuesday, September 12.

3 nabbed 1n bus assault; pols call
for Bx8 ‘special’ arrangement

from Page 1
girls arrested as 17-year old Mira-
cle Rattray and 16-year old Molly-
chi Rattray.

Both girls were charged with
2nd degree gang assault.

The third girl arrested, age
15, was not identified but charged
with 3rd degree assault.

The victims’ mothers chose not
to speak with the Bronx Times,
however Seskin said his clients
are very upset.

Seskin said he has filed a notice
of claim - a precursor to a lawsuit
- against the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority.

In addition, they are planning
a lawsuit against the bus driver
who allegedly did nothing while
the attacks continued.

The notice of claim gives the
MTA at least a month to review
the situation before a lawsuit is
filed.

According to Seskin, the bus
driver did not stop the bus to let
the victims off.

However, he said, the driver
did stop between bus stops to let
the alleged attackers off the bus.

At one point the alleged attack-
ers tried to drag one of the girls off
the bus and then stole her back-
pack containing a laptop, accord-

ing to sources.

Seskin said at this point there
is no way to change what hap-
pened to the girls.

“We can’t undo what’s been
done,” said Seskin. “The civil le-
gal system provides us a monetary
remedy.”

Following the alleged attacks,
elected officials - including Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr,
assemblymembers Mark Gjonaj
and Michael Bendetto, Senator
Jeff Klein and Councilman James
Vacca - are sending a letter to the
MTA asking for safer conditions
for students on the bus route.

The letter points to an arrange-
ment other schools have in which
students are transported home
by a dedicated bus which permits
drop offs only.

The group is calling for a simi-
lar procedure.

The officials identified the Bx12
and Bx8 bus routes as the main
routes St. Catharine Academy stu-
dents use following dismissal.

The officials are asking that
the special bus make all stops,
foregoing Westchester Square.

Elected officials plan to pack-
age the letter with two other let-
ters calling for changes in re-
sponse to the attacks.

According to police, on Tuesday, November 22, four white female St. Catharine
Academy students were on board a BX8 bus near Middletown Road and Westchester
Avenue where they were allegely attacked by three black teenage girls.

Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Holiday scrooge robs
youth softball league

BY ARTHUR CUSANO

The holiday season often brings
out the best in people, inspiring
acts of charity and good will to-
wards men.

But that wasn’t the case in
Throggs Neck last month when an
unknown person or persons broke
into a storage shed at Veteran’s Bi-
centennial Park, vandalizing and
stealing thousands of dollars in
equipment from a girls youth soft-
ball League.

The Throggs Neck Girls Softball
League is the only all-girls softball
league in the entire borough, and
is entirely funded by donations.

New league president Linda Del
Toro said members take pride in
that status and have worked hard
to keep the league afloat since 1975
without the national support that
little leagues often have.

“We maintain the field, and we
even buy the clay for it,” Del Toro
said.

Trouble started on Thursday,
November 22 when an employee of
the NYC Parks and Recreation De-

partment contacted her to say they
had found a homeless person sleep-
ing in the storage shed.

The man had slept in a pile of
uniforms that are likely ruined,
and used a bucket to relieve him-
self, she said.

The same man was nabbed by
police in the shed again after it
was re-locked, she added.

The shed has since been se-
cured with a better lock.

On Wednesday, November 28,
the shed was broken into once
more, this time however the
league’s bats and other equipment
were stolen or tossed onto the soft-
ball field.

Also missing was the P.A. sys-
tem for announcing games and
a $2,000 defibrillator, which the
league is required to have on hand
for games under state law.

“It’s upsetting, and I just feel
creeped out about it,” she said.

Del Toro said police did not
know whether the homeless man
who was sleeping in the shed was
also responsible for the theft, or

was just taking advantage of the
open shed.

A police report was filed and an
investigation is ongoing but no ar-
rests have ben made, according to
an NYPD spokesman.

Luckily, the league was able to
get a new defibrillator through a
state safety program.

The life-saving unit is no longer
being stored in the shed, Del Toro
said.

Other equipment such as team
uniforms must still be replaced.

This isn’t the first time vandals
had damaged the girls’ fields.

In recent years delinquents,
likely neighborhood teens, have lit
the team’s portable toilet on fire,
Del Toro said.

Litter and graffiti have also
been an issue in years past, but the
installation of security cameras
has helped deter most of the van-
dalism.

Anyone looking to help the
team through donation of equip-
ment or funding can contact Del
Toro at (347) 541-1644.

e

The storage shed owned used by the Throggs Neck Girls Softball League was
broken into multiple times last month, and thousands of dollars worth of equip-

mement was stolen. An investigation is ongoing.

Linda Del Toro

At Providence Rest we provide the following services:

Adult Day Health Care, Child Day Care Program
Long Term Skilled Nursing Care, Respite Program

Outpatient Rehab Services, Transitional Care,
and Short Term Rehabilitation

We are Joint Commission accredited

/ me 1-*'!1'31‘-_?4[3"‘“
REST

3304 Waterbury Avenue * Bronx, NY 10465
718.931.3000 - www.providencerest.org

"Exceptional health care in an environment that honors the human
spirit, focuses on the needs of the individual and fosters vitality."
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THE NEW SOUND OF

BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is
proudtointroduce BROOKLYN
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn
Vince
DiMiceli and the New York Daily
News’' Gersh Kuntzman every
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of
talk on topics Brooklynites hold

Paper Editor-in-Chief

dear.
Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out

segments, and can be listened

to live or played anytime at your

convenience.
SPONSORED BY

JOSEPH
LICHTER,
D.D.S.

WORK PANTS

#874

$23.99

WORK SHIRT

#1574

$17.99

AVAILABLE AT:

SILBERMAN’S ARMY AND NAVY

1847 WESTCHESTER AVENUE
BRONX, NEW YORK 10472

718.792.7421

WorkingGear.com

Mark Colon, deputy commissioner of the Housing Preservation Department, responded to residents
complaints about an increase in carrying charges at Jamie Towers, a Mitchelle Lama property.
Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

HPD responds to Jamie
Towers $$ complaints

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE

The state has responded
to numerous monthly in-
crease complaints at a
Soundview complex.

In early November, Sen-
ator Ruben Diaz Sr. sent
an open letter to Governor
Cuomo requesting the rea-
sons behind an increase in
carrying charges and other
fees at Jamie Towers.

Diaz and Assemblyman
Luis Sepulveda met with
Jamie Towers residents in
early November to discuss
their concerns about the
charges.

Mark Colon, deputy com-
missioner of the NYS Office
of Housing Preservation,
recently responded to Diaz’
letter and the Jamie Towers
shareholders, addressing
the recent increases.

Colon stated the devel-
opment’s recent carrying
charge increase would be
lowered $12.71 per room
starting in January 2017 due
to objections.

He said 2016 was the first
time since 2011 carrying
charges were increased at
Jamie Towers.

He acknowledged the
hardship this change would
be on co-opers on fixed in-
comes or with disabilities.

Colon said residents who
qualify can use the Senior

Citizen Rent Increase Ex-
emption and the Disability
Rent Increase Exemption.

He said HPD has in-
structed the Jamie Towers
management company, First
Services Inc., to continue
providing SCRIE and DRIE
applications to residents.

Colon also said the in-
crease in carrying charges
allows the Jamie Towers to
“realize several crucial out-
comes that will save money
in the long term, while pro-
viding some much-needed
services, fairly soon, for Ja-
mie Towers’ shareholders.”

For example, said Colon,
it allows Jamie Towers to
have a full complement of se-
curity staffing while insur-
ing the guards receive the
state’s new minimum wage.

In addition, Colon said it
allows Jamie Towers to pay
down loans and finance cap-
ital improvements that are
needed.

Residents also com-
plained about an increase
in parking fees from $50
per month to $75 per month
and an increase in air con-
ditioner fees from $25 to $35
per monthColon said the air
conditioner fees are due to
an increase in the electrical
costs associated with their
use.

The parking fee in-

creases, Colon said, went to
repaving the three Jamie
Towers parking lots which
cost nearly $400,000.

Jamie Towers is a four
building, 624-unit, 12-acre
Mitchell-Lama cooperative

According to Barbara
Jones, a 21-year resident of
Jamie Towers, the co-op’s
security staff has been re-
duced .

In addition, she said
there are issues with incon-
sistent heat.

“If it is 60 degrees out-
side they’re giving us heat,”
Jones told the Bronx Times
in early December. “When
it’s six degrees outside you
don’t get any heat and that’s
really a problem, it’s really a
problem.”

Jones, who serves as
chair for Jamie Towers’
Gems and Gents Senior
Group, said there is in- suf-
ficient outside lighting, leav-
ingthe property in darkness
at times.

According to Jones, 60
percent of the residents in
Jamie Towers are senior cit-
izens and some are 80 and 90
years old.

The Bronx Times reached
out to First Services Resi-
dential multiple times to ask
about the conditions Jones’
described but received no re-
sponse.
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Using mobile phones

Leading the list of the
top distractions behind the
wheel are mobile phones.
Phones now do more than
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away
from their phones, even
when driving. Accordingto
the California Department
of Motor Vehicles, studies
have shown that driving
performance is lowered
And the level of distraction
is higher for drivers who
Are heavily engaged in cell

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS

phone conversations. The
use of a hands-free device
does not lower distraction
levels. The percentage of
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical
to the number associated
with talking or listening.

Daydreaming
Many people will admit
to daydreaming behind
the wheel or looking at a
person or object outside of
the car for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw
someone they knew on the
street corner. It can be easy
to veer into the direction
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition
to trying to stay focused on
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite
mastered walking and

chewing gum at the same
time may want to avoid
eating while driving. The
majority of foods require a
person’s hands to be taken
off of the wheel and their
eyes to be diverted from the
road. Reaching in the back
seat to share some French
fries with the kids is also
distracting.

Try to eat meals before
getting in the car. For
those who must snack
while en route, take a
moment to pull over at

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there¢
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver
tisement, updating a Fa{
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities
that should be avoided
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map orn
consulting the digital
display of a GPS system
can be distracting.

INJURED? WE WIN YOU §$%

Have you been seriously injured
through the fault of another party?

® Car accident?
Injured at work?
Unsafe sidewalk?

Police misconduct?

»
»
® Medical malpractice?
L ]
®

Construction accident?
® Slip and Fall?

Serving All Boros Hablamos Espanol
Office is handicapped accessible
No fee unless we recover Free consultation

IDhd You Know?

“It Ls Your RIGHT to
recover damages for
injuries that are not

Your fault.”

Piergrossi & Peterman

wewinyoucash.com

OYEZ!

We recently
won a blind

client a

_ substantial
6 figure settlement

for injuries from an unrepaired
sidewalk. The owner and
insurance company fought us,
but our persistance,
and justice, prevailed!

“We have been helping injured
people get compensated for
wrongful injuries since 1967’

HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS
RECOVERED FOR OUR CLIENTS

844—300-6648

al T{JLL FF'EE
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Allerton Merchants Hosts Christmas Tree Lighting u

The Allerton International Merchants Association’s fourth annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony made everyone's holiday spirit shine bright

this season. Many residents, young and old alike, participated in the traditional lighting of the Bronxwood Tree on Tuesday, December 6 at Allerton -
Avenue and Boston Road. The Yuletide festivities continued with a holiday afterparty at The Sanz Banquet Hall featuring delicious food, a visit from J ,.-
Santa Claus, carolers, cookies and cocoa and presents for local youth. Photo by Silvio Pacifico

BRONX WEEKLY DECEMBER 18, 2016

(Above) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (back, c), Gene DeFrancis, ,(Aboye) (|.'I”) Nathalia Fernandez,
Allerton International Merchants Association president (r), lo- Gjonaj's chief of staff; Gene Defran-

cal youth and Santa Claus helped spread some holiday cheer. : L cis; John Marano, Community Board
. 10 first vice chairman; Mike Connolly

as Santa Claus; Assemblyman Gjonaj
and Joe McManus, 80th Assembly
District and Community Board 11
Land Use Committee chairman;
celebrated the season of giving to-
gether.
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The festive Christmas tree by Al-
lerton Avenue and Boston Road
A little rain didn’t spoil any of the crowd’s merriment as they shone brightly into the night.
watched this year's Christmas tree lighting ceremony from
across the street in front of The Sanz Banquet Hall.

Inspirational Award recipient Carmen Cruz Lee (c) graciously ac- Elected officials, Allerton International Merchants Association members,

cepted her award from (I-r) Nathalia Fernandez, Assemblyman community leaders and some of the children who attended the festivi-
Gjonaj, Mike Connolly and Gene DeFrancis. ties.




Ohis Aoliday...

Giive a . Gift that Aparkes...

lEWElEHSJSince 1981 | N

AUTHORIZED DEALERS OF: MOVADO ¢ ESQ ¢ ACCUTRON ¢ BULOVA e« CITIZEN
Fine Custom Work And Jewelry Repairs ® All Done On Premises

1063 Morris Park Avenue ® Bronx, NY 10461  718-829-5815

HOLIDAY HOURS
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. ® Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Open Sundays 11am - 5pm
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49TH PRECINCT HOSTS CHRISTMAS PARTY

The 49th Precinct hosted a holly, jolly Christmas party on Saturday, December 10 at its 2121 Eastchester Road precinct house. The holiday festivities included Christmas tree decorating
and a special meet and greet with Father Christmas.

i (I-r) Police officer Jackie 0'Connor; captain Thomas Alps, 49th Precinct commanding of-
Delilah (1), Harper (2nd from r) and Mackenzie Masi had fun meeting Santa this season. ficer; Santa Claus and police officer Lepore helped spread holiday cheer to the community
Photo by Laura Stone  they protect and serve.Photo by Laura Stone

CHLL HOSTS CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

The Castle Hill Little League celebrated the holiday season in festive style with its second annual Christmas Tree Lighting on Saturday, December 10 at Zerega and Gleason avenues. Santa
Claus traveled all the way from the North Pole to meet with all of the good boys and girls and distribute presents prior to the holiday.

Jordan (I) and Jace Vega (r) received holiday presents from jolly old St. Nick. Castle Hill Little League board members and Santa Claus celebrated the holiday season in
Photo by Laura Stone  front of the lit Christmas tree. Photo by Laura Stone

BP DIAZ ATTENDS
WBLS MEETING

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. was a guest speaker
at the Waterbury LaSalle Community and Homeowners
Association’s monthly meeting on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 30 at First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck.

Borough President Diaz (4th from [) met with WLCHA
board members (I-r) Annie Boller, Michele Torrioni, Fan-
nie Scalfani, Mary Jane Musano, Andrew Chirico and
Scott Barnard.

Photo courtesy of Waterbury LaSalle Community Association




State officials are looking for a developer to build a mixed-use complex above a waterfront south

wie g

Bronx rail yard. The state-owned site is also the site of the new FreshDirect headquarters.
Photo courtesy of Empire State Development

State eyes developers for
Harlem River railyard

BY ARTHUR CUSANO

Big changes may be afoot
on the shores of the south
Bronx waterfront, as a long-
time rail yard could see a
massive redevelopment proj-
ect.

The Empire State Devel-
opment has issued a Request
for Expression of Interest
from developers to gauge
interest in the 13-acre south
Bronx rail yard located
on the NYS Department of
Transportation-owned 96-
acre Harlem River Yard,
for covering the existing
rail station with a deck and
building residential and/or
mixed-use buildings above
it.

“It’s exciting, and very
rare to offer the opportunity
to develop more than a dozen
acres of prime waterfront
land in New York City,” said
Empire State Development
Commissioner Howard Zem-
sky in a statement announc-
ing the proposal.

The Port Morris location
offers easy access to the wa-
terfront, multiple mass tran-
sit options and a major high-
way, he added.

A state-conducted on-
site tour of the location was
scheduled for Wednesday,
December 14, and proposals
must be submitted by Febru-
ary 2.

Bronx Overall Economic
Development  Corporation
president Marlene Cintron
stressed the state was sim-
ply looking to get a feel from
developers of how interested
they would be in taking on
the project, and its not a for-
mal request for proposals.

She said she had fielded
calls by developers intrigued
by the possibilities the site
offers.

“The site has a view to
kill for,” she said.

However while the cost of
decking such a project may
have gone down, she said the
challenges of building on the
waterfront would make it an
equally massive undertak-
ing.

“It will be a very expen-
sive venture that can provide
rewards - depending on what
kind of tenants they hope to
put on top,” she said.

Affordable housing at the
site did not seem feasible,
she said.

A similar project known
as Hudson Yards is already
underway on the west side of
Manhattan.

That project will see busi-
ness office space and market-
rate housing built above it.

The Bronx rail station
sold to the state DOT in 1982
and is primarily used for in-
dustrial and manufacturing

purposes.

The property managed
through a joint venture
with the Schenectady-based
Galesi Group called Harlem
River Yards Inc.

Galesi signed a 99-year
lease with the city to operate
the site in 1991, and Cintron
said that lease was unlikely
to be altered.

Calls to Galesi site man-
ager Anthony Riccio follow-
ing the site tour were not re-
turned by press time.

Because it is a state
owned property, the state
can change the zoning at the
site without city approval.

It is currently part of the
Special Harlem River Water-
front District.

Harlem River Yard ten-
ants include a FedEx distri-
bution center, the New York
Post printing and distri-
bution facility, and a solid
waste transfer station.

Further west from the
rail yard on the property is
the future site for the head-
quarters of FreshDirect.

The upstart online gro-
cery chain was lured to the
Bronx from Queens after re-
ceiving an $87 million sub-
sidy from the city.

Phase I of that project is
slated for completion in De-
cember of 2017, when staff-
ing will begin.

Pols to USPS: Put back
the blue mailboxes

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE

Elected officials are calling for the
United States Postal Service to replace
mailboxes that the organization removed
earlier this year without prior notifica-
tion.

Aspartofasecurity efforttostop thieves
from stealing mail from mailboxes, known
as fishing, USPS began removing its blue
mailboxes from various Bronx locations to
customize them against tampering.

The old mailboxes are being modi-
fied with a small slot through which mail
can be placed instead of the small, hinged
door.

According to USPS, the U.S. Postal In-
spection Service has made 150 arrests in
the Bronx since January in connection to
fishing.

Donna Harris, a spokesperson U.S.
Postal Inspection Service Office, told the
Bronx Times in November that the postal
service would not release information on
when the mailboxes would be returned to
their locations.

Six weeks later elected officials are still
wondering when the mailboxes are being
returned.

USPS suggested flippantly that resi-
dents without boxes can hand their mail to
their local mail carriers or go to the nearest
USPS stations.

According to another USPS spokesper-
son the agency removed 124 boxes in the
Bronx but replaced 65 mailboxes - outfitted
with the new security measure - the same
day they were removed.

In a letter to Bronx Postmaster Lilliam
Rodriguez, elected officials said on Thurs-
day, December 8, the missing mailboxes
have become an inconvenience to many
residents.

Seniors and individuals
with disabilities, in
particular, find it difficult

to get to a post office.

Andrew Cohen
Councilman

Their statement also calls the postal ser-
vice’s decision to take away the mailboxes
without prior notice “an egregious move.”

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz said his
office has received many complaints from
residents concerning the non-existent mail-
boxes.

Councilman Andrew Cohen acknowl-
edged the postal service’s security concerns
but was worried about the lack of transpar-
ency from USPS.

“While USPS has a new mailbox design
that prevents theft, my biggest concern is

Elected officials are calling for the United States
Postal Service to replace mailboxes that the orga-
nization removed earlier this year. USPS removed
mailboxes (like the one pictured above) to replace
them with more secure boxes which will have a
smaller slot through which mail can be placed in-
stead of the small, hinged door.

Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

that they knew that a year-end rush would
be coming, but they largely kept the com-
munity in the dark about how removal and
reinstallation would affect residents’ abil-
ity to mail important holiday packages,”
said Cohen.

Cohen also said dropping packages off at
alocal post office might not be an easy alter-
native for all residents.

“Seniors and individuals with disabili-
ties, in particular, find it difficult to get to a
post office,” Cohen said.

Both Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman
Michael Benedetto and Congressman Eliot
Engel are demanding the USPS rectify the
situation as soon as possible.

“The USPS should immediately replace
these mailboxes and provide an alternative
to residents during their absence,” said Sen-
ator Klein.

Engel suggested a solution: “Postal offi-
cials need to rectify this problem immedi-
ately by establishing mobile collection sta-
tions throughout the borough.”

USPS released a statement in connection
to resident’s concerns.

““Our goal is to protect the US Mail from
criminals who seek to violate the safety and
security that our customers expect. This
will be an ongoing program until we have
completed collection box enhancements
throughout the Bronx.”
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TNChristmasTree nghtlng BrlghtensSplrlts

The Throggs Neck community had a merry time celebrating the holiday season with
a Christmas tree lighting sponsored by Assemblyman Michael Benedetto on Sunday,
December 4 at DeRosa and 0'Boyle Triangle. Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus traveled all
the way from the North Pole to meet local children and help distribute gifts supplied
by the Throggs Neck Merchants Association. All photos by Silvio Pacifico

(Top) Santa, Mrs. Claus and the St. Benedict Children’s Choir wished
everyone the most happiest and healthiest of holidays this season.

(Top right) North Pole natives Mrs. Claus and her husband, Santa,
delivered holiday cheer to local children and their families.

(right) Laiba Mahmood helped Santa distribute
presents to all of the good boys and girls.

(middle right) Budding artist Melina Aponte received
a new drawing board from jolly old St. Nick.

(bottom right) (I-r) Santa's helpers from Lehman High
School: Miguel Martinez, Kalitri Grant, Ashley Resto,
Carl Acevedo, Miguel Martinez and Jackie Han cel-
ebrated the Yuletide in style.
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Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj emceed
this year's Christmas tree lighting cel-
ebration.

((below) back, I-r) John Cerini, TNMA trea-
surer; Stephen Kaufman, TNMA president;
John Marano, Community Board 10 first
vice chairman and Anne Myers, director
of music and St. Benedict's Church Youth
Choir with Santa, Mrs. Claus and St. Bene-
dict's Children’s Choir members.




Norovirus outbreak sickens P.S. 83 students

BY ARTHUR CUSANO

Administrators and staff scrambled to
wipe a local school clean last week after a
norovirus outbreak left a large number of
students and staff members sick at the P.S.
83 Annex in Morris Park.

Norovirus, morecommonly referredtoas
stomach flu or food poisoning, is extremely
common and highly contagious, especially
in enclosed, highly populated spaces.

The actual number of people sickened
at the school is still being determined, but
more than 100 may have been affected.

NYC Department of Education spokes-
woman Toya Holness said the school, lo-
cated on Bogart Avenue, was thoroughly
disinfected Friday and again over the week-
end before school opened again as usual
Monday morning.

“Families were notified and the school
was thoroughly disinfected on Friday and
again over the weekend out of an abundance
of caution,” Holness said Monday after-
noon.

Principal Brandon Muccino said parents
were notified of the outbreak be multiple
methods, including automated phone mes-
sages and a letter that was sent home with
children Friday.

He said the school had not previously ex-
perienced any sort of widespread outbreak
like the one that occurred last week.

“This was the first time in my 16 years

Stomach flu sickened students and staff at P.S. 83 Annex on Boqart Avenue last week, forcmq the staff

to thoroughly clean the building.

Arthur Cusano

here,” Muccino said.

Stomach flu outbreaks in schools are
hardly uncommon: Earlier this month, EMS
crews responded to P.S. 160 in Brooklyn

where approximately 30 students were sick-
ened by the virus, according to published
reports.

Noroviruses are a group of related vi-

ruses that can cause gastroenteritis, or in-
flammation of the stomach and intestines
that leads to cramping, nausea, vomiting,
and diarrhea.

While known as the stomach flu, it is not
an actual type of influenza.

A norovirus can spread very quickly.

It can be contracted by eating food or
drinkingliquids that are contaminated with
norovirus, touching surfaces or objects with
the virus on them and then putting your
hand or fingers in your mouth or by having
direct contact with a person who is infected
with the illness.

To help prevent the spread of norovi-
ruses, the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention advise washing hands with hot
water and soap after using the bathroom,
changing a diaper or before preparing food.

Soap and hot water and more effective
than alcohol-based hand sanitizer lotions.

Carefully rinse fruits and vegetables, and
cook oysters and other shellfish thoroughly
before eating them.

Those infected should avoid preparing
food for two days afterwards, and clean pos-
sible contaminated surfaces such as bath-
room sinks and kitchen counters with a
bleach-based cleaning product.

Those infected or living with an infected
individual should wash potentially contami-
nated laundry and linens thoroughly with
detergent and place them in a dryer.

Korony Post 253 Wraps up annual toy drive

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local holiday toy drive deliv-
ered once again for needy borough
children this year.

It is the Bronx
helping the Bronx.
For these kids to
get something at
Christmastime
- they really
appreciate it.
Joe McManus

Approximately 800 toys were
purchased and donated to non-profit
organizations that service needy
children as part of the Theodore Ko-
rony American Legion Post #253’s
Joseph Mazzariello Memorial Toy
Drive, said drive co-coordinators.

Charitable organizations includ-
ing Claremont Neighborhood Cen-
ters, Acacia Network, Concourse
House Home for Women and Chil-

dren and several others received
donations.

Groups came to Throggs Neck to
pick up bags of toys on Tuesday, De-
cember 13.

Additionally, Joe McManus,
Bronx Ancient Order of Hibernians
Division #3 president, dropped by
the post’s toy distribution to present
a $300 donation from his group to go
towards next year’s effort.

Drive co-coordinator Anthony
Ferarra said that the charitable en-
terprise has benefited this year and
previously from the generosity of
Youngland Stores on Third Avenue.

“Youngland gives us a break on
the price of the toys and a substan-
tial amount of toys on the cuff,” said
Ferrara.

Ferrara said he was with the
drive when its founder, U.S. Marine
and Vietnam veteran Mazzariello,
would place collection boxes in bank
lobbies and raise money from jars
put in Throggs Neck businesses.

After Mazzariello’s passing in
2009, a group of coordinators includ-
ing Ferrara, Judy Lanci and Col-
leen McCarthy continued the drive
in his honor, in part through dona-
tions from Korony members and
from other borough American Le-

Joe McManus, president of the Bronx Ancient Order of Hibernians Division 3,
presents Theodore Korony Post #253 with a $300 check on Tuesday, December 13
for the toy drive. (I-r) Guy Richardson, Lorraine Johnson, Joe McManus, Anthony
Ferrara, Judy Lanci, Dolores Stolze, Gerry Ferrara and Cathy Priano.

Photo by Silvio Pacifico

gion posts.

Danielle Mazzariello-Fava, the
daughter of the drive’s founder, now
also volunteers.

“(The drive) will be going on
probably forever,” said Ferrara,
adding “You got to figure that a lot
of these children are going to get ei-
ther nothing or something small.”

Abraham Jones, Claremont
Neighborhood Centers’ executive
director, dropped by to pick up toys

on December 13th.

“Each year the American Le-
gion has been wonderful in terms
of helping us make this time of
year enjoyable for so many needy
children,” said Jones,

Claremont is located in one
of the poorest Congressional dis-
tricts in the nation and many
families there are struggling fi-
nancially, he said.

“This is going to be a huge

help,” he said. “Our kids look for-
ward for this time of year, and
Claremont being able, with the
support of the American Legion,
to give them gifts and toys.”

McManus said that Hiberni-
ans typically help youth in Catho-
lic schools with scholarships and
prizes, and he indicated that the
toy drive is a natural extension of
the work the organization does on
behalf of young people.

The organization has a special
connection to the drive because a
family member of AOH borough
leader Bob Nolan is a member of
the Korony Post family.

The money donated from the
Hibernians is raised through its
annual golf outing, he said.

“It is the Bronx helping the
Bronx,” said McManus, adding
that he remembers growing up
poor with six people in his house-
hold as a youngster sharing a one-
bedroom apartment.

The Hibernians especially
help poor and indigent youth and
their families, he said.

“For these kids to get some-
thing at Christmastime -they
really appreciate it,” said Mc-
Manus.
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Robles-Alvarado and Arroyo at “The Abuela Stories” book launching.

Photo by Laura Stone

Artists collaborate on book
celebrating their ‘abuelas’

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

A local author and pho-
tographer have combined
their respective talents to
create a new collaborative
project.

On Thursday, December
8, Bronxites Peggy Robles-
Alvarado and Daisy Arroyo
hosted the launching of ‘The
Abuela Stores Project’ at the
Bronx Museum of the Arts
to promote the release of the
new book.

‘The Abuela Stories Proj-
ect’ is an anthology of 14
women writers, all Bronx-
born and some of whom are
grandmothers themselves ,
expressed through photogra-
phy, poetry and writing.

The book covers all as-
pects and experiences in
the everyday life of being a
grandmother in the Bronx.
Many of these heart wrench-
ing stories describe an any-
thing-but-average abuela’s
involvement in art, dance
and music, contrary to the
typical cooking, Knitting
and rocking chair stories
we are all used to hearing
about.

Many cultures are cov-
ered in the compilation, in-
cluding grandmothers who
come from Afro-Latina,
Jewish-Latina and Portu-
guese decent, among other
origins.

The book launch also in-
cluding an art installation
piece, where the writers con-
tributed items that related to
either being a grandmother

or having a grandmother
in their lives, along with
poetry readings and perfor-
mances by the writers.

The book is 124 pages
and contains 50 pictures
- and makes for a great cof-
fee table book, according to
Peggy.

“I always wanted to put
these stories out there - to
show readers just how mul-
tifaceted grandmothers are
and the roles they’ve played
and continue to play in our
lives,” said Robles-Alvarado,
who became a grandmother
five years ago. “Putting
this project together was
both an amazing journey
and a great challenge - and
I would like to thank Daisy
(Arroyo), Bronx Museum of
the Arts, Bronx Council on
the Arts and everybody else
who played a part in releas-
ing this book.”

Havingher first kid when
she was only a teen, Robles-
Alvarado has faced multiple
challenges and obstacles in
her life - but that has not de-
terred her from the path of
success.

“My parents taught me
that education is what gets
you paid - and they always
drove that point home,”
she said. “I’'ve always loved
challenges - and no matter
how difficult the situation,
I've always told myself that I
would get through it and fig-
ure it out.”

Robles-Alvarado,  who
applied for a grant through

Bronx Council of the Arts
for this project, met local
photographer Daisy Arroyo
at the Bronx Museum of the
Arts’ in 2013. After initially
hitting it off, the two decided
to collaborate on a project
combining writing and pho-
tographer.

Three years later, the
project has come to fruition.

“Peggy is a firecracker -
she continues to amaze me
with all the work that she’s
done. She is someone who
has so much to offer, some-
one who is not afraid to
share the spotlight and it’s
an honor to have worked on
this project with her,” said
Arroyo, a lifelong Sound-
view resident who focuses
primarily in fine arts pho-
tography, along with fash-
ion, portrait and street
photography for her many
works.

“The Bronx has so many
beautiful and talented art-
ists - and it’s important for
people to know that there
is a lot of creativity taking
place here here,” she added.
“I'm very proud to be an art-
ist from the Bronx.”

Books were available for
purchase at the book launch.
For those who would like to
purchase a copy, the book is
available on Create Space
and Amazon.

In June, Peggy was
named one of the Bronx
Times’ 25 Influential Women
for her success as an author,
poet and teacher.

49th Precinct Food
Drive through Dec. 21

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

The annual 49th Precinct
Holiday Food Drive kicked
off after Thanksgiving.

The drive, now in its
11th year, works with lo-
cal schools in Morris Park,
Van Nest and Pelham Park-
way to collect food for two
nearby pantries around the
Christmas and holiday sea-
son, said Joe Thompson,
49th Precinct Community
Council president.

It also collects non-per-
ishable foods - pasta, canned
food, dry goods - from the
general public as well, he
said.

The drive organizers
plan to wrap up their efforts
and deliver all their food to
the Bronx Jewish Commu-
nity Council and St. Lucy’s
Church pantries by Wednes-
day, December 21, said
Thompson.

“Whatever you feed your
family that is not perishable
is what we are looking for,”
said Thompson, adding this
includes rice, pasta, beans
and canned goods. The
drive doesn’t accept bread
and cakes.

Individuals may now
drop off any non-expired
food at the precinct’s sta-
tion house located at 2121
Eastchester Road, con-
firmed David Lepore, 49th

Precinct Community Af-
fairs Officer.

Anyone wishing to make
a donation can simply stop
by the precinct and tell the
desk officer that they are
there to drop off food, said
Lepore, adding they’ll be di-
rected to the collection site.

“There are a lot of peo-
ple out there hungry,” said
Lepore, adding “You are do-
ing something for someone
else that they cannot do for
themselves.”

Thompson said that this
year, he is trying to encour-
age more people to stop by
the precinct and make food
donation before December
21st.

The drive typically col-
lects about 15,000 pounds of
food per year.

Thompson stressed that
whatever is collected is
distributed within the pre-
cinct.

He said that because
these communities are not
generally considered to be
those in the highest need,
they are sometimes over-
looked by larger hunger ini-
tiatives.

Participating schools in
the drive include P.S. 83, P.S.
105, P.S. 108, Van Nest Acad-
emy and P.S. 481.

Additional youth par-
ticipating are members of
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the 49th Precinct Youth Ex-
plorers, as well as Cub Scout
Pack #162, which joined
Thompson in front of Big
Deal Supermarket on Sat-
urday, December 10 for four
hours collecting donations
of food and money.

“The kids get a huge kick
out of giving and knowing
that they are feeding their
neighbors,” said Thompson,
adding “It is pretty delight-
ful to watch these scouts in
action; some of these eight-
year-olds are really good
salesmen!”

As Thompson tells it,
the drive was created years
ago to fill a void because the
same people who are hungry
at Thanksgiving are also
hungry during Christmas
and New Years.

Despite this, the focus of
many of the charity drives
after Thanksgiving shift
from food to toys, he said.

“It is great to have toys
when you wake up, but it is
equally great to have dinner
- to have food on the table,”
said Thompson.

Additional donations of
turkeys, if any are available,
would be made to senior
programs at Eastchester
Gardens, Pelham Parkway
Houses, Parkside Houses
and Beth Abraham.

Troop leaders Sean Cahill () and Robert Rico, 49th Pct Community Council President Joe Thompson
with members and family members of Cub Scout Pack 162 in front of Big Deal Supermarket on Satur-

day, December 10.

Photo by Laura Stone
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MORRIS PARK ASSOC. HOSTS ‘BOOKS WITH BHARATI'

The Bharati Foundation and Morris Park Community Association celebrated the holiday season by hosting a
fun-filled ‘Books with Bharati’ book reading celebration on Friday, December 9 at the MPCA's 1824 Bronxdale
Avenue clubhouse. Santa Claus paid a surprise visit to meet with children and their families at the event prov-
ing reading is more than just fundamental.

Andrea Seigel (back, 1), Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association president; Tony Signorile (back, c), MPCA
president; Bharati Kemraj (r), Bharati Foundation founder and local children enjoyed some fine reading with
jolly old St. Nick. Photo by Laura Stone

AMERICAN
LEGION
DISTRIBUTES
GIFTS

Members of various Bronx-based
American Legion posts distributed
holiday gifts to veterans undergo-
ing hospitalization at the James
J. Peters VA Hospital on Saturday,
December 3.

American Legion members pro-
vided hospitalized veterans some
much needed holiday cheer.

Photo courtesy of John Fraser Bryan
American Legion Post 19

CO-OP CITY CELEBRATES

TREE LIGHTING

The Riverbay Corporation celebrated its annual Co-op City Christmas
Tree Lighting on Wednesday, December 7 at Dreiser Auditorium B. Chil-
dren and their familie met with the always jolly Santa Claus prior to the
holiday.

Safire Brian (I) and Justin Cru (r) told Santa what they want for Christ-

mas this year.

Photo by Walter Pofeldt

DIAZ HOSTS BRONX DIVA SPA EVENT

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Charito Cisneros, Hispanic Cosmetol-
ogy and Beauty Chamber of Commerce founder; MetroPlus and other
volunteers partnered up to offer complimentary spa treatments to do-
mestic violence survivors on Tuesday, December 6 for the borough presi-
dent’s 14th annual Bronx DiVA Spa at Hostos Community College.

Borough President Diaz joined others for a fun-filled and relaxing spa

day.

Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.'s Office
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i; BRONX Weekly classifieds

To Advertise Call: 718-260-2555 - classified@cnglocal.com

> EMPLOYMENT & LEGALS

Deadline: 4pm Thursday

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-2555

> HELP WANTED ‘ > HELP WANTED ‘ > HELP WANTED

> HELP WANTED

>PUBLIC
NOTICES

Companions & Homemalkers
Live-In Companions Wanted Throughout Connecticut

We are Looking for Responsible Individuals with Life Experience
who Enjoy Working with the Elderly & Making a Difference
in Someone’s Life.

e Choose Your Own Hours
¢ Both Full-Time & Temporary Positions Available
* 80% Medical & 401K
e Competitive Wages, Merit-Based Bonuses, Paid Training,
Recognition & Incentive Programs

For employment opportunities, apply online today at:
www.caregiverjobsct.com

Or for more information, call us at: 888-844-4442
CT DCP HCA 0000101

Job Opportunity
$10 per hour!

You can help people you
love and get paid good
salary. If your parents,

relatives, friends or neigh-

bors receive Medicaid or

Medicare, you can start
working for them as a
home attendant, house-

keeper or personal ass't.

No certificates required

Phone: 347-462-2610
347-565-6200

Call
T18-260-2555
Te fAdvortize Horo

Dr&amJobsHi\C

Start Your Career
With A Job That's Right For You!

Try Real-Time Job Matching™ & get hired fast.

www.DreamJobsNYC.com

To advertise in next week’s
Bronx Weekly Classifieds

Call 718-260-2555
or E-mail:
classified@cnglocal.com

Legal Notice
NOTICE OF CLASS
ACTION
SETTLEMENT HEARING
METROPOLITAN
MUSEUM OF ART
ADMISSIONS CLAIM
This Notice is to inform all
persons who purchased ei-
ther admission to the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art
(the “Museum”) or a mem-
bership in the Museum on
or after March 5, 2007 of a
proposed Settlement of a
class action brought
against the Museum on
your behalf in the Supreme
Court of the State of New

York.

The lawsuit alleges that the
Museum’s  disclosures  of
its current admission fee
policy violate  consumer
protection laws by not ade-
quately disclosing to visi-
tors that they may enter the
Museum upon payment of
an amount of their choice
(“pay what you wish”). The
Museum denies those alle-
gations.

The parties have agreed to
a proposed settlement un-
der which the Museum,
without any concession,
finding of wrongdoing, or
agreement regarding the
adequacy or inadequacy of
the current disclosures, will
revise its signs, website,
and other disclosures of its
“pay what you wish” admis-
sion fee policy. No money
will be paid to class mem-
bers, and no adjudication
of any claims for money
damages they may have
will occur.

The Court will hold a hear-
ing on approval of the Set-
tlement at 10:00 a.m. on
March 14, 2017, in Court-
room 228, 60 Centre
Street, New York, NY
10007. Any class member
may present objections he
or she has to the Settle-
ment.

You may learn more about
the Settlement and
procedures for objecting to
it at www.metfees.com., or
by calling Class Counsel at
(212) 763-5068. PLEASE
DO NOT CONTACT THE
COURT.

Published by order of the
Supreme Court, New York
County

DATED: December, 2016

SAVE
MONEY

- _INOUR
CLASSIFIEDS.

advertise
your

SCHOOL or
EDUCATION
PROGRAM

call
718.260.2555




Pol’s §3 adds technology to pre-k classrooms

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE

Pre-k classes at P.S.
392, also known as the
the Bronx Delta School,
are grateful for new tech-
nology provided through
Councilman James Vacca.

On Friday, December
2 he visited the school’s
two pre-k classes which in-
clude technology in their
everyday activities.

“We have to realize
many children do not have
access to technology,” said
Vacca, whose office con-
tributed a total of $96,000
for technology in the
school’s pre-k and kinder-
garten classes. “We take
it for granted that they do
but they do not.”

“I also think that if
we're talking about learn-
ing outcomes in future
years - technology is the
key,” Vacca continued.
“We have to get this equip-
ment out here for our kids
as soon as possible.”

Each pre-k classroom
has four I-pad’s, two Mac-
book laptops and a desk-
top.

Principal Marie Rogalle

Councilman Jiames Vacca and Marie Rogalle, prinicpal of the Bronx Delta

School, look on as pre-k students use their iPad's in the classroom.

Photo Courtesy of Frank Fraioli

spoke of the importance of
having students begin us-
ing technology at a young
age.

“It’s the present and it’s
the future,” Rogalle said.
“So we need to make sure
that they have that oppor-
tunity and that experience
ata very young age - begin-

ning with pre -k and all the
way up to second grade.”

Each of the two pre-k
classrooms are set up into
stations. The stations are
divided by I-pads, macs/
desktop, and non-technol-
ogy activities.

The students have an
allotted time at each activ-

ity and also get to choose
their station based on the
activity in which they are
interested.

With this method, stu-
dents aren’t forced into an
activity they don’t want to
do.

Michelle Kunzman, one
of the pre-k teachers at the
Bronx Delta School, said
the kids are enjoying us-
ing the new technology in
the classroom.

“They get really excited
about it and it really helps
with their learning,” said
Kunzman. “For example,
some of the kids need that
visual for learning their
letters and numbers.”

“It’s just really interac-
tive,” she continued, “and
it’s just an exciting addi-
tion to the other things
their doing in the class-
room.”

Rogalle also said the
technology helps identify
what level each student is
at in their learning.

“Soifthechildrenareat
beginning stages of read-
ing they’ll be working on
a different program than a
child that is still identify-
ing letters,” she said.

According to Rogalle,
Vacca’s grants helped to
buy I-pad’s during the
2014-2015 school year and
then laptops, printers, and
smart boards during the
2015-2016 school year.

The Bronx Delta School
is a fairly new school,
opening it’s doors in the
fall of 2014, and currently
teaches pre- through sec-
ond grade.

The school is adding
third grade in the 2017-2018
school year and Rogalle
hopes to use funding from

Vacca to buy smartboards
for each of the third grade
classrooms.

Inaddition, Rogalle said
she hopes to add a technol-
ogy teacher in the coming
year.

The principal said tech-
nology plays an important
role in the school’s plan for
its students.

“What we do here at
Delta is we create a nice
balance,” said Rogalle. “So
we have a very strong cur-
riculum, we have technol-
ogy infused into our cur-
riculum, and then we also
have a very large arts pro-
gram.”

“So that’s our goal - to
create a well rounded child
that has opportunities and
practices many different
things that could one day
be a specialty for them,”
she added.
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Renovations begin on new BCA headquarters

from Page 1

from J.P. Morgan Chase,
called the bank a good cor-
porate citizen and lauded
the roughly $900,000 gifting
of the building in 2011.

“The construction for the
Bronx Council on the Arts’
new headquarters is not just
an exciting development
for the Westchester Square
community, but for the en-
tire borough of the Bronx as
a cradle for the arts,” Crow-
ley.

Councilman James
Vacca was praised at the
Kkick off by Crowley and by
John Bonizio, Westchester
Square Business Improve-
ment District president, for
his advocacy of Westchester
Square.

The councilman said
that the city bureaucracy
does not always move at the
pace that many would like,
but expressed his happiness
to see the project underway.

“This is a prime example

of a public-private partner-
ship,” said Vacca, who pro-
vided funding for the reno-
vations along with Borough
President Ruben Diaz Jr,
added that the borough is
‘coming back more every
day.’

“This is important be-
cause the borough of the
Bronx is the borough of
culture,” said Diaz in his
remarks, adding “We cer-
tainly need to push forward
in the conversation of hav-
ing cultural institutions
where our creative class can
continue to grow...that is
what is going to happen in
this building.”

The project will include
an extensive reworking of
the building’s interior to ac-
commodate professional de-
velopment workshops, grant
writing, administrative of-
fices, artistic programs, and
artist development work-
shops.

“The new BCA@2700

(I-r) John Bonizio, president, Westchester Square BID; Joseph Kelleher; Councilman James Vacca; Deir-
dre Scott, BCA project director; Congressman Joseph Crowley; Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., Tom
Finkelpearl, commissioner of NYC Dept of Cultural Affairs; Charles Rice-Gonzalez, BCA board chairman;
Eileen Newman; BCA board member; Gayla Jennings 0'Byrne, formerly with JP Morgan Chase, and
Feniosky Pefia-Mora, Department of Design and Construction commissioner.

Photo by Aracelis Batista

headquarters will house all
of BCA’s staff and operations
including: cultural grant-
making, the Bronx Writers

Center, multidisciplinary
arts, exhibits, community
programs, and advocacy ac-
tivities,” said Deirdre Scott,

BCA project coordinator and

former executive director.
Feniosky Pena-Mora,

NYC Department of Design

and Construction commis-
sioner, said the building
would include flexible space
that will allow BCA to use
the area in multiple ar-
rangements.

DDC is managing the
project on behalf of the
DCA.

The features of the newly
remodeled building will
include LEED Silver stan-
dards for environmental re-
sponsibility, ample natural
lighting and modern light-
ing and climate control sys-
tems.

Tom Finkelpearl, DCA
commissioner, said that
artists in the borough had
a strong advocate and sup-
porter in BCA.

“We are proud to sup-
port this renovation project,
helping to establish a new
cultural hub and provide
BCA the space it needs to
serve the borough’s vibrant
cultural community,” he
said.
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HOUSE SERVING BRONX SAME DAY TOP $ PAID

AND THE ENTIRE SERVICE FOR JUDAICA
CALLS TRI-STATE AREA AVAILABLE COLLECTIBLES

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS
7 We Pay $CASHS For__ ~

"\ Paintings, Clocks, Watches, | N
« . Estate Jewelry & Fine China, gy

—— From Single Items ‘
to Entire Estates! & 4

e Coin & Stamp Collections
e Costume Jewelry

e Antique Furniture ¢ Lamps

e Bronzes * Paintings ® Prints

g rnss.  * Chinese & Japanese
| po el Artwork & Porcelain
e e Sports Collectibles

C‘:,'J:f,ttff ° | e Comic Books ¢ Old Toys * Records

swords, » o Cameras ¢ Sterling Flatware Sets

Knives,

Helmets, etc. 2 a HUMMELS & I.I.ADROS

™
"r j 1 + 2

Yop $ P ~ SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST
» for AntMue , 51 6 91 4-6528
Sterling! . 1
EAAAQ | ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS

WILL TRAVEL We buy anything old. One piece or house full. FREE
ENTIRE WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.

TRI-STATE! 1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

Estimates!



