
December 16-22, 2016 Your Neighborhood — Your News®

SERVING THROGGS NECK, PELHAM BAY, COUNTRY CLUB, CITY ISLAND, WESTCHESTER SQUARE, MORRIS PARK, VAN NEST, PELHAM PARKWAY, CASTLE HILL

75 cents

Santa Visits TN Shopping Center

A CNG Publication • Vol. 36 No. 51                                                      www.bxtimes.com 

5 candidates announce for 13th Council seat
Continued on Page 91

Continued on Page 91

Pols call for Bx8 ‘special’ arrangement

3 NABBED IN 
BUS ASSAULT

BY ROBERT WIRSING
As 2016 nears a close, fi ve 

candidates have already an-
nounced their candidacy for 
next year’s 13th Council Dis-
trict  primary race.

Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, John Marano, Alex 
Gomez, John Doyle and Marjo-
rie Velazquez-Lynch have an-
nounced their intentions to vie 
for the Democratic party nod 
to replace Councilman James 
Vacca, who will be term-lim-
ited at the end of 2017.

Vacca has served in the 
Council since 2005. 

On Monday, December 12, 
Gjonaj announced his candi-
dacy at the Chippewa Demo-
cratic Club to over 150 commu-
nity leaders in attendance.

“I have decided to run for 
NYC Council, without match-
ing funds, to better address 
the quality of life issues resi-
dents of City Island, Pelham 
Bay, Throggs Neck and Morris 
Park struggle with everyday,” 
stated Gjonaj. “From City Hall 
I will be in a better position to 
create more jobs, enhance our 
neighborhoods, increase our 
police force and combat home-
lessness. I look forward to dis-
playing the type of leadership 
my neighbors have come to 
know and expect from me.”

The Morris Park native 
would work to have Mayor 
de Blasio honor his promise 
of closing Rodman’s Neck, al-
locate resources to confront 
the increasing homeless pop-

ulation and supply local pre-
cincts with additional offi cers 
to combat the increasing  drug 
epidemic.

Assemblyman Gjonaj 
starts his third term in Al-
bany in January.

John Marano, a lifelong 
Throggs Neck resident and 
community activist, is a well-
rounded candidate and dedi-
cated public servant. 

“Working almost 20 years 
of my life as a NYPD offi cer 
and NYC fi reman is what 
started my desire to become 
a public servant,” said Ma-
rano. “After retiring from the 
FDNY, I continued my public 
service with CB 10 for the last 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
NYPD offi cers arrested on 

Monday, December 5, three 
girls in a connection to a po-
tentially race-related attack 
on a city bus.

According to police, on 
Tuesday, November 22, four 
white female St. Catharine 
Academy students were on 
board a Bx8 bus near Middle-
town Road and Westchester 
Avenue.

During their ride home 
from school, two black male 
passengers began to take their 
picture.

Later on, three black fe-
males boarded the same bus at 
the Westchester Avenue stop. 
They were friends of the males 
that were harassing the white 

students. The teenage girls 
immediately started fi ghting 
with the St. Catharine four-
some.

According to a NY Post ar-
ticle, the boys yelled things 
such as, “Oh, white girl got 
money!” and “Oh you go to 
St. Catharine’s? What, do you 
have money? Go drink your 
coffee, white girl and go shop-
ping.”

In addition, the boys alleg-
edly threatened to urinate on 
the victims.

The St. Catharine girls’ 
attorney, Scott Seskin, con-
fi rmed the comments.

They suffered minor cuts 
and bruises from the attack 
and were taken to Jacobi Hos-
pital.

NYPD has identifi ed two 
of the girls arrested as 17-year 
old Miracle Rattray and 16-
year old Mollychi Rattray.

Both girls were charged 
with 2nd degree gang assault.

The third girl arrested, 
age 15, was not identifi ed but 
charged with 3rd degree as-
sault.

The victims’ mothers chose 
not to speak with the Bronx 
Times, however Seskin said 
his clients are very upset.

Seskin said he has fi led a 
notice of claim - a precursor 
to a lawsuit - against the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority. 

In addition, they are plan-
ning a lawsuit against the bus 

Throggs Neck children and their families had a holly, jolly time 
meeting Santa Claus and his elves at the Throggs Neck Shopping 
Center on Sunday, December 11. Sisters Leia (l) and Natalija Ortiz 
enjoyed some tasty candy canes given to them by Father Christ-
mas. See more photos on page 66.                   Photo by Laura Stone
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200
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TRY OUR
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and convenient. We cook 
with it. Keep warm with it. 
Even dry our clothes with 
it. Every day, Con Edison 
delivers natural gas safely 
and reliably to thousands 
of homes and businesses 
through a network of 
underground pipelines. 
Here are some tips to help 
everyone stay safe.
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�important that 
you and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and 
what to do if you suspect a leak.

• Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.
• See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 

blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying 
for no reason.

• Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

• Leave immediately and take others with you.
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• Do not light a match or smoke, turn appliances or lights on or 
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• Find a phone away from the area and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

• Do not assume someone else will report the condition. Call 
even if you are in a public area.

• National Grid customers should call 1-718-643-4050.
• Tell us if there is a problem with your electric service.
• Follow directions from emergency responders who are on site.

   
There are almost 4,300 miles of underground gas pipelines in our 
service area. The slightest scratch, scrape, dent or gouge can 
result in a dangerous leak. To protect these pipelines, you must 
call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
��	����������������%�����������������������&����������������������
�������
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charge to you.

For gas safety tips, visit conEd.com/GasSafety.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Construction on the 

Bronx Council on the Art’s 
long awaited new home at 
a former bank building in 
Westchester Square is under-
way. 

After a long delay, the 
former Washington Mutual 
branch at 2700 East Trem-
ont Avenue that was donated 
by J.P. Morgan Chase Bank 
some fi ve years ago is now be-
ing renovated to house BCA 
headquarters. 

The $5.6 million renova-
tion project, funded by the 
NYC Department of Cultural 
Affairs with money allocated 
by local elected offi cials, 
will convert the 7,300 former 
bank into a fi rst-class art hub 
by the fall of 2017. 

A kick-off celebration for 
the ‘BCA@2700’ with elected 
offi cials, business and civic 
leaders, artists and commu-
nity members was held on 
Friday, December 9. 

Congressman Joseph 
Crowley, who helped broker 

Renovations begin on 
new BCA headquarters

the donation from J.P. Mor-
gan Chase, called the bank 
a good corporate citizen and 
lauded the roughly $900,000 
gifting of the building in 
2011. 

“The construction for the 
Bronx Council on the Arts’ 
new headquarters is not just 
an exciting development for 
the Westchester Square com-
munity, but for the entire bor-
ough of the Bronx as a cradle 
for the arts,” Crowley. 

Councilman James Vacca 
was praised at the kick off by 
Crowley and by John Bonizio, 
Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District 
president, for his advocacy of 
Westchester Square. 

The councilman said that 
the city bureaucracy does 
not always move at the pace 
that many would like, but ex-
pressed his happiness to see 
the project underway. 

“This is a prime example 
of a public-private partner-
ship,” said Vacca, who pro-
vided funding for the reno-

vations along with Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr, 
added that the borough is 
‘coming back more every 
day.’ 

“This is important be-
cause the borough of the 
Bronx is the borough of cul-
ture,” said Diaz in his re-
marks, adding “We certainly 
need to push forward in the 
conversation of having cul-
tural institutions where our 
creative class can continue 
to grow…that is what is going 
to happen in this building.” 

The project will include 
an extensive reworking of the 
building’s interior to accom-
modate professional develop-
ment workshops, grant writ-
ing, administrative offi ces, 
artistic programs, and artist 
development workshops. 

“The new BCA@2700 
headquarters will house all 
of BCA’s staff and operations 
including: cultural grant-
making, the Bronx Writers 
Center, multidisciplinary 
arts, exhibits, community 

programs, and advocacy ac-
tivities,” said Deirdre Scott, 
BCA project coordinator and 
former executive director. 

Feniosky Peña-Mora, NYC 
Department of Design and 
Construction commissioner, 
said the building would in-
clude fl exible space that will 
allow BCA to use the area in 
multiple arrangements. 

DDC is managing the proj-
ect on behalf of the DCA. 

The features of the newly 
remodeled building will in-
clude LEED Silver standards 

for environmental responsi-
bility, ample natural lighting 
and modern lighting and cli-
mate control systems.

Tom Finkelpearl, DCA 
commissioner, said that art-
ists in the borough had a 
strong advocate and sup-
porter in BCA. 

“We are proud to support 
this renovation project, help-
ing to establish a new cul-
tural hub and provide BCA 
the space it needs to serve the 
borough’s vibrant cultural 
community,” he said.

(l-r) John Bonizio, president, Westchester Square BID; Joseph Kelleher; 
Councilman James Vacca; Deirdre Scott, BCA project director; Congress-
man Joseph Crowley; Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., Tom Finkelpearl, 
commissioner of NYC Dept of Cultural Affairs; Charles Rice-Gonzalez, 
BCA board chairman; Eileen Newman; BCA board member; Gayla Jen-
nings O’Byrne, formerly with JP Morgan Chase, and Feniosky Peña-Mora, 
Department of Design and Construction commissioner. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Complimentary Gift 
Baskets Available*

BUY ONE,  
GET ONE FREE 
B

25% OFF
SUNGLASSES

Made Easy
with gifts of better vision

*

*

Donate To Our

Holiday Toy Drive

*See Associates For Complete Offer Details. Some Restrictions Apply. 

Parkchester c Westchester Sq.  c  Hunts Point c Throggs Neck 

800.230.EYES   metrooptics.com
(Temporarily Closed)
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MKT 16.188b

Sign
me up!

HEALTH CARE 
FOR $0 or $20
Per Month.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 
PER MONTH AND EXCITING 

NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

HPD responds to Jamie 
Towers $$ complaints

Mark Colon, deputy commissioner of the Housing Preservation Department, responded to 
residents complaints about an increase in carrying charges at Jamie Towers, a Mitchelle 
Lama property. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The state has responded to numer-

ous  monthly increase complaints at a 
Soundview complex.

In early November, Senator Ruben 
Diaz Sr. sent an open letter to Gover-
nor Cuomo requesting the reasons be-
hind an increase in carrying charges 
and other fees at Jamie Towers.

Diaz and Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda met with Jamie Towers resi-
dents in early November to discuss 
their concerns about the charges.

Mark Colon, deputy commissioner 
of the NYS Offi ce of Housing Preserva-
tion, recently responded to Diaz’ letter 
and the Jamie Towers shareholders, 
addressing the recent increases.

Colon stated the development’s re-
cent carrying charge increase would 
be lowered  $12.71 per room starting in 
January 2017 due to objections.

He said 2016 was the fi rst time since 
2011 carrying charges were increased 
at Jamie Towers.

He acknowledged the hardship this 
change would be on co-opers on fi xed 
incomes or with disabilities.

Colon said residents who qualify 
can use the Senior Citizen Rent In-
crease Exemption and the Disability 
Rent Increase Exemption.

He said HPD has instructed the Ja-
mie Towers management company, 
First Services Inc., to continue provid-
ing SCRIE and DRIE applications to 
residents.

Colon also said the increase in car-
rying charges allows the Jamie Tow-
ers to “realize several crucial out-
comes that will save money in the long 
term, while providing some much-
needed services, fairly soon, for Jamie 
Towers’ shareholders.”

For example, said Colon, it allows 
Jamie Towers to have a full comple-

ment of security staffi ng while insur-
ing the guards receive the state’s new 
minimum wage.

In addition, Colon said it allows Ja-
mie Towers to pay down loans and fi -
nance capital improvements that are 
needed.

Residents also complained about 
an increase in parking fees from $50 
per month to $75 per month and an 
increase in air conditioner fees from 
$25 to $35 per monthColon said the air 
conditioner fees are due to an increase 
in the electrical costs associated with 
their use.

The parking fee increases, Colon 
said, went to repaving the three Jamie 
Towers parking lots which cost nearly 
$400,000.

Jamie Towers is a four building, 
624-unit, 12-acre Mitchell-Lama coop-
erative

According to Barbara Jones, a 21-
year resident of Jamie Towers, the co-
op’s security staff has been reduced .

In addition, she said there are is-
sues with inconsistent heat.

“If it is 60 degrees outside they’re 
giving us heat,” Jones told the Bronx 
Times in early December. “When it’s 
six degrees outside you don’t get any 
heat and that’s really a problem, it’s re-
ally a problem.”

Jones, who serves as chair for Ja-
mie Towers’ Gems and Gents Senior 
Group, said there is in- suffi cient out-
side lighting, leaving the property in 
darkness at times.

According to Jones, 60 percent of 
the residents in Jamie Towers are se-
nior citizens and some are 80 and 90 
years old.

The Bronx Times reached out to 
First Services Residential multiple 
times to ask about the conditions Jones’ 
described but received no response.
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WISHING YOU JOY & PEACE 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

www.ridgewoodbank.com
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with a photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 
or e-mail bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Birth Announcements 

White Plains Hospital sent 
the following birth announce-
ments to the Bronx Times Re-
porter:

• Jaxon William Hernan-

dez was born to parents Kath-
erine Cruz and Victor Hernan-
dez of Pelham Bay on Tuesday, 
November 1. He weighed eight 
pounds and 15 ounces. 

• Chase Richard Vargas 
was born to parents Claudia 
and Richard Vargas of Pelham 
Parkway on Thursday, No-
vember 3. Baby weighed seven 
pounds and nine ounces. 

Notable Passing 

Seymour Goodman, 90, 
died at NYC Health + Hospi-
tals / Jacobi on Thursday, No-
vember 24. 

He was a veteran of World 
War II, serving in the U.S. 
Army from July 11, 1944, until 
June 21, 1946. He was a private 
fi rst class. 

Goodman was born on De-
cember 12, 1925, in Brooklyn, 
NY. 

After serving in the U.S. 
Army, Goodman held various 
positions in the workforce. 

Eventually he got a job 
with the NYS Department of 
Mental Health. 

Goodman worked for the 
state until retiring in 1991 at 
the age of 65. He lived in the 
Pelham Parkway community 
for 46 years. 

Goodman married Shirley 
Wasserman in April 2, 1954. 

The couple had two daugh-

Seymour Goodman

ters. Due to an illness that 
befell his wife he raised his 
daughters by himself.

He is survived by his daugh-
ters, Robin and Deborah Good-
man; his fi ve granddaughters 
Ava, Alexa, Alanna, Aria and 
Tara; sisters Sylvia and Shiela 
and brother Melvin.

He was buried at Mon-
tefi ore Cemetery in Queens on 
Sunday, November 27 with an 
Army Honor Guard present. 

The Offi ce of the Bor-
ough President will be ac-
cepting applications for all 
12 community boards from 
city residents who reside, 
work or have professional 
or other signifi cant inter-
ests in the Bronx.

In addition, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
is encouraging people ages 
16 and 17 to apply for com-
munity board member-
ship. Presently, there are 
six high school students 
who have been appointed 
by the borough president 
to community boards, and 
is working to insure that 
there is a least one youth 

member per community 
board.

Applications are avail-
able at the Borough Presi-
dent’s Community Board 
offi ce at (718) 590-3914, at 
your local community 
board offi ce or on line at 
bronxboropres.nyc.gov. 

The deadline for submis-
sion of applications for the 
next round of appointments 
is February 3, 2017.

Current community 
board members, who are 
up for reappointment in 
2017, will receive their re-
appointment application 
in the mail by mid-Decem-
ber.

Apply to community boards
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© 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

Metro-North service 
in the Bronx now 
doubled at Melrose 
and Tremont stations
 
Metro-North is pleased to announce a pilot program to increase Harlem Line 

service in the Bronx at the Melrose and Tremont Stations. Frequency 

has doubled, with trains now running every hour, instead of every two 

hours, to these stations. Service days are also extended, offering earlier 

inbound service on weekdays and significantly later outbound services 

seven days a week.

Enjoy hourly Metro-North service at the Melrose and Tremont 
stations during these new extended hours:

• Weekday Southbound service now runs nearly four hours longer,  

 from 5:51 AM to 12:44 AM

• Weekday Northbound service runs almost four hours later at night, 

 from 5:37 AM to 1:15 AM

• Weekend Southbound service now runs two hours longer at night, 

 from 6:44 AM to 12:44 AM

• Weekend Northbound service runs nearly four hours later at night, 

 from 6:25 AM to 1:15 AM

For schedules and more information, visit mta.info/mnr or call 511. 
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

(Above) Firefi ghters investigated a tractor trailer truck stuck underneath an over-
pass overlooking the Hutchinson River Parkway’s northbound lane. 
                          Photo by Aracelis Batista

TRACTOR TRAILER TRUCK GETS STUCK

A tractor trailer truck struck the Westchester Avenue overpass above the Hutchinson 
River Parkway’s northbound lane on Friday, December 9 resulting in long traffi c de-
lays. According to a FDNY spokesman, six units and 30 fi refi ghters were dispatched 
to the scene at 11:25 a.m. The truck’s trailer was damaged by the crash.
No injuries were reported following the incident.

41 Precinct
Wednesday, December 7 at 12:20 p.m. - 

Cops responded to a 911 call about two young 
children needing help at 720 Hunts Point Avenue. 
When they arrived at the location, they found a 
1-year-old girl and a 2-year-old girl who were 
both unresponsive. EMS transported the victims 
to Lincoln Hospital, where both were pronounced 
dead. Police are investigating and the medical ex-
aminer will determine the causes of the deaths. 

43 Precinct 
Saturday, November 12 at 3:45 p.m.  - A 

theft was reported inside a residence at 437 
Beach Avenue after someone gained access by 
opening a rear sliding door. Once they were in-
side, they took a 34-year-old victim’s jewelry 
and fled. As the person was fleeing, the victim, 
a woman who was home at the time, yelled at 
the person. The person sought by police is a His-
panic man who is 28 to 35-years-old. He was last 
seen wearing a black shirt, blue jeans and black 
shoes. The male arrived at the location in a black 
four door sedan.

44 Precinct 
Monday, November 21 at 10:35 p.m. - An 

incident of public lewdness on a southbound D 

line train was reported to cops. A black man who 
is described as being 28-years-old to 35-years-
old exposed himself to a 30-year-old woman pas-
senger on the train and masturbated in front of 
her. The man left the train at East 59th Street in 
Manhattan and led to parts unknown. The person 
is described as being about five feet, eight inches 
tall and 180 pounds. He was last seen wearing a 
black baseball cap and a black hooded jacket. 

Thursday, December 1 at 9:35 a.m. -- An 
assault occurred at a mobile store at at 1372 Je-
sup Avenue. A 54-year-old man became involved 
in a verbal dispute with two unidentified black 
men in their early 20s. The dispute escalated and 
one of the men struck the victim about the head 
and body with a baseball bat. The other identified 
man punched and kicked the victim in the body 
and head. The victim suffered pain, bruising and 
an injury to his right eye. He was transported by 
EMS to Lincoln Hospital.

47 Precinct
Friday, December 2 at 3:00 p.m. -- Police 

responded to a robbery where two 15-year-old 
men were attacked and/or had property taken by 
two assailants. One of the victims was punched 
and kicked in the face when he refused to com-
ply with the assailants demands. Another victim 
complied and had his iPhone taken. One of the 
suspects in the incident was arrest. The other is 
described as black man who is 16-years-old to 
19-years-old. 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas, 
Happy Hanukkah and a

New Year Filled with Health
and Prosperity!

Congressman
Joe Crowley
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A Bronx Landmark Since 1934

Best Wishes
To All

for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

2941 Westchester Avenue at Buhre Ave. Station    718-823-1085
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Pilgrim
The Drug Store with “Right Away” Service

From Ray, Rudy, Michael
Our Pharmacists Fred, Tiffany, Madalene

and the ENTIRE STAFF
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Not buying
into Trump

Dear editor,
Color me amazed and 

amused by the inaccurate and 
disingenuous letters written 
by Trumpites in last week’s 
edition.

I maintain that Trump is 
xenophobic, sexist and rac-
ist based on his own bigoted 
statements and inappropri-
ate actions, which are a part 
of the public record – yet con-
veniently overlooked by those 
who agree with his exclusion-
ary brand of politics. 

One individual attempted 
to dismiss the numerous accu-
sations of sexual misconduct 
because one woman was not 
credible. 

The hypocritical religious 
right supported Trump due 
to his reactionary stances on 
social issues, turning a blind 
eye to his obvious and glaring 
ethical lapses. Trump has a 
history of stiffi ng contractors 
for the work they performed. 
Trump’s had three marriages, 
one out-of-wedlock daugh-
ter. Trump’s false statements 
would fi ll a shelf at the local 
library. 

I believe that people can 
change for the better and I fer-
vently hope that this change 
does occur in Trump’s case, 
for the sake of all Americans. 

Pasqual Pelosi 

The new
Dem party

Dear editor,
I was pleased to read two 

letters to the editor this week, 
both of which echoed my own 
thoughts about the need for all 
Americans to work with Pres-
ident-elect Donald J. Trump, 
for a better future for all.

It seems that the Demo-
cratic party has largely ‘brain-
washed’ New Yorkers into a 
form of ‘group think’ -- Dem-
ocrats are good, anyone else 
is bad.  City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito went 
so far as to organize an anti-
Trump rally on the steps of 
City Hall. 

If Mayor de Blasio refuses 
to turn over relevant informa-
tion on persons suspected of a 
federal crime to the federal au-

thorities, he may fi nd himself 
a one-term mayor. We are, or 
should be, “One Nation, under 
God, Indivisible ...”.

I consider myself a con-
servative; this means that I 
believe in traditional values, 
such as-- a marriage is be-
tween a man and woman, the 
best way to raise children is 
with the father and mother 
in the household, and that we 
should all expect to work for a 
living, and not rely on govern-
ment handouts when we are 
capable of working.

It has been truly said that 
today’s Democratic party is 
not the party of John F. Ken-
nedy or Franklin Roosevelt. 
The Democrats have become 
the party of the ‘radical left’.

Paul Birnbaum

The dreaded
SAT test

Dear editor,
SAT, an acronym that 

strikes fear and anxiety into 
every teens’ heart across the 
states. It’s simply a standard-
ized test used for admission in 
most U.S. colleges. 

Although I may be exagger-
ating, taking the SAT is like 
trying to destroy the hardest 
Super Mario boss. Its over-
whelming and stressful, we 
are being tested on only two 
topics, Math and English.      

Also some students are ter-
rible test takers and can’t han-
dle the pressure of a test, but 
are brilliant. Others are more 
powerful in other topics or 
have abilities that can not be 
seen in their SAT scores.

The creators believe theyre 
doing something great but in 
reality may be harming us. 
The best solution would be to 
get rid of the SAT. 

Standardized test scores 
should not defi ne a student 
and colleges should not deter-
mine our future with them 
over one test. These standard-
ized test are not personalized, 
they are unaware of a students 
strengths or talents.

Zhane Norman

Merchants
who help

Dear editor,
I would like to encourage 

your readers and our neigh-

bors to make a concerted effort 
to shop and dine at our neigh-
borhood merchants and res-
taurants this holiday season. 

My family has seen fi rst 
hand the charity and friend-
ship displayed every year by 
our neighborhood merchants. 
We often take for granted the 
expenses of our wonderful 
Throggs Neck parades, holi-
day lights, charitable golf out-
ings, and countless charitable 
activities that would not be 
the successes they are with-
out the generous donations of 
our merchants. These costs 
extend into the thousands an-
nually for many of them.

I have seen two neighbor-
hood restaurants close their 
doors recently, which does not 
bode well for our great com-
munity.

Whenever I see a full page 
thank you ad in this paper for 
a recent event, I see the same 
merchants and restaurants 
time after time being thanked 
for helping our community be 
one we can be proud of.

Let’s all try to give back to 
those who dod so much for our 
Throggs Neck community.
Ed Murphy, board member 

Lt. Raymond E. Murphy 

Memorial Scholarship 

Fund

(Above) Police conducted a thorough investigation in the shoot-
ing of two men near East 175th Street and Weeks Avenue on Sunday 
evening. Photo by Edwin Soto

One man is dead while another fi ghts for his life after being shot 
this past Sunday in Mount Hope. According to police, the shootings 
occurred on Sunday, December 11 at 7 p.m. near East 175th Street 
and Weeks Avenue. A 41-year-old man identifi ed as Jose Morales was 
pronounced dead on arrival after sustaining a gun shot wound to 
the head. An unidentifi ed 25-year-old man was rushed to St. Barna-
bas Hospital in critical condition after being shot twice in the face 
and once in the back. Anyone with information about the shootings 
is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are kept 
strictly confi dential.

TWO SHOT IN MOUNT HOPE

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
CALL (718) 260-4593
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1748 Crosby Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 792-20201748 roronx, NY 1 020

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY:
Dr. A.J. Contento • Dr. Evan Kaplan • Dr. Annette Contento 

WE ACCEPT:
BCBS • HIP • Oxford • United Healthcare • Medicare • Medicaid  
Aetna/US Health Care • Emblem Health • GHI • UFT VSP 32 B-J • PHCS 
Davis Vision • Locals 1199 & Most Unions

Take $75 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR OF GLASSES  

with  
ANY PREMIUM ESSILOR LENSES

With purchase of complete pair of glasses. Some restrictions apply.
Not to be combined with any other offer or vision plan. 

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer ends 1/2/17

FIND THE L ATEST TRENDS & ST YLES

Thinking about  
LASER VISION CORRECTION?

Come in for a FREE consultation & see if  
you are a candidate. Find out the facts from  

our Doctors at Eye Care Unlimited.

Use Your  
Flex Spending  
Before the  
Year Runs Out!

Bring a new, unwrapped toy  

to Eye Care Unlimited &  

make a less fortunate  

child happy this Christmas!
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BY MARK HALLUM 
AND PATRICK ROCCHIO

Two toddlers were killed 
by a radiator malfunction 
in a Hunts Point building on 
Wednesday, December 7.

The two girls were in a fi rst 
fl oor apartment at 720 Hunts 
Point Avenue when a malfunc-
tioning pressure valve let off 
steam, causing the children 
to go into cardiac arrest, with  
major burns, according to pub-
lished reports. 

The incident occurred at 
approximately 12:20 p.m., with 
the two girls transported to 
Lincoln Hospital, according to 
police. 

They have been identifi ed 
as Scylee Vayoh Ambrose, who 
was one-year-old and Ibanez 
Ambrose, a two- year-old, ac-
cording to the NYPD. 

The apartment where the 
incident occurred is part of 
the city’s cluster-site program 
for temporary homeless hous-
ing in privately owned build-
ings. 

Local elected offi cials re-
sponded to the tragedy shortly 
after the incident by calling 
for a full investigation. 

“We are in the preliminary 

Two toddlers die due to radiator malfunction 

stages of what is a highly ac-
tive, multi-agency investiga-
tion into what happened in 
this home and whether there’s 
anything that can be done to 
help prevent such an unspeak-
able event in the future,” said 
Borough President Ruben 

Diaz Jr. shortly after the inci-
dent.  “Our law enforcement, 
buildings, fi re and social ser-
vices personnel will not rest 
until we can answer what has 
given rise to this heartbreak-
ing incident.”

Councilman Rafael Sala-

manca, in response to the 
deaths, said that the New York 
City Council would hold over-
sight hearings into the Hunts 
Point tragedy. 

“While this may have been 
a ‘freak accident’, I believe 
that city leaders still have the 
ability and the authority to 
make changes that could help 
to prevent this from happen-
ing in the future,” stated Sala-
manca. 

“This was a cluster site, but 
obviously it could happen any-
where.”

He will also introduce leg-
islation aimed at preventing 
similar mishaps, he stated. 

“I’m proposing some prag-
matic solutions that I hope we 
can work on in the coming 
weeks to help prevent some-
thing like this from happen-
ing again,” stated the council-
man. 

The councilman’s legisla-
tion will deal with requiring 
inspection of radiators, regu-
lations covering radiator cov-
ers or barriers and a plan to 
require any landlord with ‘C’ 
violations or stop work orders 
from receiving contracts from 
the NYC Department of Home-

less Services to house fami-
lies. 

Mayor de Blasio addressed 
the situation shortly after the 
incident on Thursday, Decem-
ber 8 at an event in Bayside, 
Queens. 

According to de Blasio, the 
last semi-annual DHS shel-
ter inspection of the building 
took place a month ago. 

The NYC Department of 
Buildings, however, lists a va-
riety of violations since the 
1980s, but none involving  the 
heating system.

“We do not see any prece-
dent in anything that has hap-
pened before, said the mayor. 
“This was a freak accident, a 
series of painful coincidences 
that led to the loss of these 
children.”  

The mayor said it is very 
natural that New Yorkers be 
concerned about radiators but 
he has no evidence of some-
thing like this specifi c inci-
dent happening in the past. 

The mayor called for a full 
investigation. 

Part of this story was pub-
lished in the Bronx Times’s 
sister paper, the Queens Times 
Ledger. 

Senator Ruben Diaz Sr (c.) visited the building where the tragedy oc-
curred on Wednesday, December 7. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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State offi cials are looking for a developer to build a mixed-use complex above a waterfront 
south Bronx rail yard. The state-owned site is also the site of the new FreshDirect headquar-
ters. Photo courtesy of Empire State Development

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Big changes may be afoot on the 

shores of the south Bronx waterfront, as 
a longtime rail yard could see a massive 
redevelopment project.

The Empire State Development has is-
sued a Request for Expression of Interest 
from developers to gauge interest in the 
13-acre south Bronx rail yard located on 
the NYS Department of Transportation-
owned 96-acre Harlem River Yard, for 
covering the existing rail station with 
a deck and building  residential and/or 
mixed-use buildings above it.

“It’s exciting, and very rare to offer 
the opportunity to develop more than a 
dozen acres of prime waterfront land in 
New York City,” said Empire State Devel-
opment Commissioner Howard Zemsky 
in a statement announcing the proposal. 

The Port Morris location offers easy 
access to the waterfront, multiple mass 
transit options and a major highway, he 
added. 

A state-conducted on-site tour of the 
location was scheduled for Wednesday, 
December 14, and proposals must be sub-
mitted by February 2. 

Bronx Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation president Marlene Cin-
tron stressed the state was simply look-
ing to get a feel from developers of how 
interested they would be in taking on the 
project, and its not a formal request for 
proposals. 

She said she had fielded calls by de-
velopers intrigued by the possibilities 
the site offers.

“The site has a view to kill for,” she 
said.

However while the cost of decking 
such a project may have gone down, she 
said the challenges of building on the wa-
terfront would make it an equally mas-
sive undertaking.

State eyes developers for 
Harlem River railyard

“It will be a very expensive venture 
that can provide rewards - depending on 
what kind of tenants they hope to put on 
top,” she said.

Affordable housing at the site did not 
seem feasible, she said.

A similar project known as Hudson 
Yards is already underway on the west 
side of Manhattan. 

That project will see business office 
space and market-rate housing built 
above it. 

The Bronx rail station sold to the state 
DOT in 1982 and is primarily used for in-
dustrial and manufacturing purposes. 

The property managed  through a 
joint venture with the Schenectady-based 
Galesi Group called Harlem River Yards 
Inc. 

Galesi signed a 99-year lease with the 
city to operate the site in 1991, and Cin-
tron said that lease was unlikely to be al-
tered.  

Calls to Galesi site manager Anthony 
Riccio following the site tour were not re-
turned by press time.

Because it is a state owned property, 
the state can change the zoning at the site 
without city approval. 

It is currently part of the Special Har-
lem River Waterfront District.

Harlem River Yard tenants include a 
FedEx distribution center, the New York 
Post printing and distribution facility, 
and a solid waste transfer station.

Further west from the rail yard on 
the property is the future site for the 
headquarters of FreshDirect. 

The upstart online grocery chain was 
lured to the Bronx from Queens after re-
ceiving an $87 million subsidy from the 
city. 

Phase I of that project is slated for 
completion in December of 2017, when 
staffing will begin.
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The holiday season often 

brings out the best in people, in-
spiring acts of charity and good 
will towards men.

But that wasn’t the case in 
Throggs Neck last month when 
an unknown person or persons 
broke into a storage shed at Vet-
eran’s Bicentennial Park, van-
dalizing and stealing thousands 
of dollars in equipment from a 
girls youth softball League.

The Throggs Neck Girls Soft-
ball League is the only all-girls 
softball league in the entire bor-
ough, and is entirely funded by 
donations. 

New league president Linda 
Del Toro said members take 
pride in that status and have 
worked hard to keep the league 
afloat since 1975 without the na-
tional support that little leagues 
often have. 

“We maintain the field, and 
we even buy the clay for it,” Del 
Toro said.

Trouble started on Thurs-
day, November 22 when an em-

Holiday scrooge robs 
youth softball league

ployee of the NYC Parks and 
Recreation Department con-
tacted her to say they had found 
a homeless person sleeping in 
the storage shed. 

The man had slept in a pile of 
uniforms that are likely ruined, 
and used a bucket to relieve 
himself, she said.  

The same man was nabbed 
by police in the shed again after 
it was re-locked, she added.  

The shed has since been se-
cured with a better lock.

On Wednesday, November 
28, the shed was broken into 
once more, this time however 
the league’s bats and other 
equipment were stolen or tossed 
onto the softball field. 

Also missing was the P.A. 
system for announcing games 
and a $2,000 defibrillator, which 
the league is required to have 
on hand for games under state 
law. 

“It’s upsetting, and I just feel 
creeped out about it,” she said.

Del Toro said police did not 
know whether the homeless 

man who was sleeping in the 
shed was also responsible for 
the theft, or was just taking ad-
vantage of the open shed. 

A police report was filed and 
an investigation is ongoing but 
no arrests have ben made, ac-
cording to an NYPD spokes-
man.

Luckily, the league was 
able to get a new defibrillator 
through a state safety program. 

The life-saving unit is no 
longer being stored in the shed, 
Del Toro said. 

Other equipment such as 
team uniforms must still be re-
placed.

This isn’t the first time van-
dals had damaged the girls’ 
fields. 

In recent years delinquents, 
likely neighborhood teens,  have 
lit the team’s portable toilet on 
fire, Del Toro said. 

Litter and graffiti have also 
been an issue in years past, but 
the installation of security cam-
eras has helped deter most of 
the vandalism.  

Anyone looking to help the 
team through donation of equip-

ment or funding can contact Del 
Toro at (347) 541-1644.

The storage shed owned used by the Throggs Neck Girls Softball League 
was broken into multiple times last month, and thousands of dollars 
worth of equipmement was stolen. An investigation is ongoing. 
 Linda Del Toro
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Celebrate the Holidays!
At Throggs Neck Shopping Center
This holiday season discover the great values at Throggs Neck Shopping Center. Conveniently
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Elected offi cials are calling for the 

United States Postal Service to replace 
mailboxes that the organization re-
moved earlier this year without prior 
notifi cation.

As part of a security effort to stop 
thieves from stealing mail from mail-
boxes, known as fi shing, USPS began 
removing its blue mailboxes from vari-
ous Bronx locations to customize them 
against tampering.

The old mailboxes are being modi-
fi ed with a small slot through which 
mail can be placed instead of the small, 
hinged door. 

According to USPS, the U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service has made 150 ar-
rests in the Bronx since January in 
connection to fi shing.

Donna Harris, a spokesperson U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service Offi ce, told 
the Bronx Times in November that the 
postal service would not release infor-
mation on when the mailboxes would 
be returned to their locations.

Six weeks later elected offi cials are 
still wondering when the mailboxes 
are being returned.

USPS suggested fl ippantly that res-
idents without boxes can hand their 
mail to their local mail carriers or go 
to the nearest USPS stations.

According to another USPS spokes-
person the agency removed 124 boxes 
in the Bronx but replaced 65 mail-
boxes - outfi tted with the new security 
measure - the same day they were re-
moved.

In a letter to Bronx Postmaster Lil-
liam Rodriguez, elected offi cials said 
on Thursday, December 8, the missing 
mailboxes have become an inconve-
nience to many residents.

Their statement also calls the 
postal service’s decision to take away 
the mailboxes without prior notice “an 
egregious move.”

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz 
said his offi ce has received many com-
plaints from residents concerning the 
non-existent mailboxes.

Councilman Andrew Cohen ac-
knowledged the postal service’s secu-
rity concerns but was worried about 
the lack of transparency from USPS.

“While USPS has a new mailbox 
design that prevents theft, my biggest 
concern is that they knew that a year-

end rush would be coming, but they 
largely kept the community in the 
dark about how removal and reinstal-
lation would affect residents’ ability 
to mail important holiday packages,” 
said Cohen.

Cohen also said dropping packages 
off at a local post offi ce might not be an 
easy alternative for all residents.

“Seniors and individuals with dis-
abilities, in particular, fi nd it diffi cult 
to get to a post offi ce,” Cohen said. 

Both Senator Jeff Klein, Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto and Congress-
man Eliot Engel are demanding the 
USPS rectify the situation as soon as 
possible.

“The USPS should immediately re-
place these mailboxes and provide an 
alternative to residents during their 
absence,” said Senator Klein.

Engel suggested a solution: “Postal 
offi cials need to rectify this problem 
immediately by establishing mobile 
collection stations throughout the bor-
ough.” 

USPS released a statement in con-
nection to resident’s concerns.

““Our goal is to protect the US Mail 
from criminals who seek to violate the 
safety and security that our custom-
ers expect. This will be an ongoing 
program until we have completed col-
lection box enhancements throughout 
the Bronx.”

Pols to USPS: Put back 
the blue mailboxes

Elected offi cials are calling for the United 
States Postal Service to replace mailboxes 
that the organization removed earlier this 
year. USPS removed mailboxes (like the one 
pictured above) to replace them with more 
secure boxes which will have a smaller slot 
through which mail can be placed instead of 
the small, hinged door. 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

Seniors and individuals 
with disabilities, in 

particular, fi nd it diffi cult 
to get to a post offi ce.

Andrew Cohen
Councilman
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This Holiday...
Give a Gift that Sparkles...

Caputo
JEWELERS
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2016 Throggs Neck Holiday Lights Contributors

Brewski’s Bar & Grill Inc

Diamond Property Group

Ensign Engineering
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Made in Puerto Rico Crosstown Diner

Milea Buick GMC

Patrick Wynne Attorney at Law

TD Bank

Tosca Marquis Corp

Weiss Realty LLC

East Tremont Dental Associates

G Matese Inc

McDonald’s

New York Community Bank

Throggs Neck Urgent Medical Care
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Assemblyman Michael Benedetto
Citibank

Bronx Times Reporter
Modern Fruit Market
Richies Meat Market
Sisto Funeral Home

Yamada
4101 Liquor and Wines

7-Eleven
Abert Graziosa MD

Allstate - Anthony Menniti
American Cleaners

Anthony’s Flower Farm
Big Three Liquor

Blue Skies Travel Agency
Blue Store Deli Inc

BP Amoco
Bronx Penny Pincher

Bronx Physical Therapy
Bronx Tax Man Corp

Bronx Vape Club
Burns and Rodriguez

Cabo Mexican Cuisine
Capital Shield Insurance Agency

Cestras Pizza
Clara Realty

Country Club Cigars
Creative Image by Bridget

Crown Memorial
Dermatology & Asscociates

Domenick Denigris Monuments
Dr Ariq Rabadi

Elegance Nails of E Tremont Inc
Emilio’s Pizza

Express Yourself Salon
Expressions Clothing Store

Fit Body Boot Camp
Galaxy Locksmith

Gina Ferri CPA
Green Apple Deli

Guaranteed Nails by Lily
Havanna Café

Iconic Electric Corp
J Carotenuto & sons

Jerome Wholesale Flowers
JLP Metro MGMT

Joseph Carofano Attorney at Law
Kaseman Family Chirpractic PC
Law Office of Joseph Carafano

Lawler Drug Store
Louis Seafood
Mama Puebla

Marie Lentini Jewelry
McDermotts of East Tremont
Michael Anthony Hair Lounge

Muscle Maker Grill
New Green Dragon
O’Connor Carpets
Owen Golden MD

Pastosa
Performers Edge

Power Express Mortgage Bankers
Robyn Burchman

Skibbo Discount Beer & Soda
Specialist Nail Studio

Subway
Sue L Cleaners

Throggs Neck Auto
Throggs Neck Clipper

Throggs Neck Grill
Throggs Neck Pharmacy

Throggs Neck Vision Dr Lomonaco
Tommy’s Pizza
Urban Vape Inc

Victor Quirolo Funeral Home
Weekend Warriors Tool Center LLC

NY Hair Salon
Tasty Ladies

John Marano Home Owner

2016 Throggs Neck Holiday Lights Contributors
Please patronize these merchants. Without their support, the holiday lights would not be possible!

For more information about the Throggs Neck Merchants, go to
www.ThroggsNeckMerchants.com
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Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too 

many renters face eviction in housing court with no resources or tools 

to fight back. And they usually lose. That’s because 70% of tenants don’t 

have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito to pass the 

Right to Counsel bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel for 

low-income tenants facing eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful 

evictions can save taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in 

their homes and out of expensive homeless services.

Call Speaker Viverito at 1-844-655-7463 
and urge her to pass the Right to Council 
bill now!

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Administrators and staff scrambled 

to wipe a local school clean last week af-
ter a norovirus outbreak left a large num-
ber of students and staff members sick at 
the P.S. 83 Annex in Morris Park. 

Norovirus, more commonly referred 
to as stomach flu or food poisoning, is ex-
tremely common and highly contagious, 
especially in enclosed, highly populated 
spaces. 

The actual number of people sickened 
at the school is still being determined, but 
more than 100 may have been affected.

NYC Department of Education spokes-
woman Toya Holness said the school, lo-
cated on Bogart Avenue, was thoroughly 
disinfected Friday and again over the 
weekend before school opened again as 
usual Monday morning.

“Families were notified and the 
school was thoroughly disinfected on 
Friday and again over the weekend out of 
an abundance of caution,” Holness said 
Monday afternoon.

Principal Brandon Muccino said par-
ents were notified of the outbreak be 
multiple methods, including automated 
phone messages and a letter that was sent 
home with children Friday. 

He said the school had not previously 
experienced any sort of widespread out-
break like the one that occurred last 
week.

“This was the first time in my 16 years 

Norovirus outbreak sickens P.S. 83 students
here,” Muccino said.

Stomach flu outbreaks in schools are 
hardly uncommon: Earlier this month, 
EMS crews responded to P.S. 160 in 
Brooklyn where approximately 30 stu-
dents were sickened by the virus, accord-
ing to published reports.

Noroviruses are a group of related 
viruses that can cause gastroenteritis, 
or inflammation of the stomach and in-
testines that leads to cramping, nausea, 
vomiting, and diarrhea. 

While known as the stomach flu, it is 
not an actual type of influenza.

A norovirus can spread very quickly. 
It can be contracted by eating food or 

drinking liquids that are contaminated 
with norovirus, touching surfaces or ob-
jects with the virus on them and then put-
ting your hand or fingers in your mouth 
or by having direct contact with a person 
who is infected with the illness.

To help prevent the spread of noro-
viruses, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention advise washing hands 
with hot water and soap after using the 
bathroom, changing a diaper or before 
preparing food. 

Soap and hot water and more effec-
tive than alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
lotions. 

Carefully rinse fruits and vegetables, 
and cook oysters and other shellfish thor-
oughly before eating them. 

Those infected should avoid preparing 
food for two days afterwards, and clean 

possible contaminated surfaces such as 
bathroom sinks and kitchen counters 
with a bleach-based cleaning product.  

Those infected or living with an in-

fected individual should wash poten-
tially contaminated laundry and linens 
thoroughly with detergent and place 
them in a dryer.  

Stomach fl u sickened students and staff at P.S. 83 Annex on Bogart Avenue last week, forc-
ing the staff to thoroughly clean the building. Arthur Cusano
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New Year’s Eve Gala
With a front row seat to the Manhattan Skyline, spend your 

evening celebrating the New Year in style in Marina Del Rey’s 
ballrooms while enjoying our renowned cuisine.

Seven Thirty..PM

Our Famous Deluxe Hot & Cold Cocktail 
Soiree with a Seafood Station 

Dinner

Duet of Sorbet 

Trio Plate of Pasta

Filet Mignon and Lobster Tail

Coffee-Tea-Decaf

Champagne Toast at The New Year

Viennese Dessert Table with Deluxe Breakfast
Unlimited Beverage and Liquor Service

Dancing till 2:00A.M

Featuring Continuous Music by
“THE PROJEKT”

$175 Per Person all Inclusive
$50 Per Person Deposit Required
For Reservations 718-931-6500

Visa/Mastercard Accepted
Payment Due on or Before December 29, 2016

Marina Del Rey

Spe ctacular Wate rviews
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FIRST
LUTHERAN

CHURCH OF 
THROGGS 

NECK

3075 Baisley Avenue
Bronx, New York 10461-6129

Offi ce: (718) 829-0650
The Rev. Ulf Lunow, Pastor

All Are Welcome
to join us for 

worship

Saturday, December 24th
Christmas Eve
The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

8:30pm

Sunday, December 25th
Christmas Day
The Christmas Day Service

9:00am

www.fi rstlutheranbronx.church

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local author and photographer 

have combined their respective talents 
to create a new collaborative project.

On Thursday, December 8, Bronx-
ites Peggy Robles-Alvarado and Daisy 
Arroyo hosted the launching of ‘The 
Abuela Stores Project’ at the Bronx 
Museum of the Arts to promote the re-
lease of the new book.

‘The Abuela Stories Project’ is an an-
thology of 14 women writers, all Bronx-
born and some of whom are grandmoth-
ers themselves , expressed through 
photography, poetry and writing.

The book covers all aspects and ex-
periences in the everyday life of being 
a grandmother in the Bronx. Many 
of these heart wrenching stories de-
scribe an anything-but-average abue-
la’s involvement in art, dance and mu-
sic, contrary to the typical cooking, 
knitting and rocking chair stories we 
are all used to hearing about.

Many cultures are covered in the 
compilation, including grandmothers 
who come from Afro-Latina, Jewish-
Latina and Portuguese decent, among 
other origins.

The book launch also including an 
art installation piece, where the writ-
ers contributed items that related to ei-
ther being a grandmother or having a 
grandmother in their lives, along with 
poetry readings and performances by 
the writers.

The book is 124 pages and contains 
50 pictures - and makes for a great cof-
fee table book, according to Peggy.

“I always wanted to put these sto-
ries out there - to show readers just 
how multifaceted grandmothers are 
and the roles they’ve played and con-
tinue to play in our lives,” said Robles-
Alvarado, who became a grandmother 
fi ve years ago. “Putting this project to-
gether was both an amazing journey 
and a great challenge - and I would like 
to thank Daisy (Arroyo), Bronx Mu-
seum of the Arts, Bronx Council on the 

Artists collaborate on book 
celebrating their ‘abuelas’

Arts and everybody else who played a 
part in releasing this book.”

Having her fi rst kid when she was 
only a teen, Robles-Alvarado has faced 
multiple challenges and obstacles in 
her life - but that has not deterred her 
from the path of success.

“My parents taught me that educa-
tion is what gets you paid - and they al-
ways drove that point home,” she said. 
“I’ve always loved challenges - and no 
matter how diffi cult the situation, I’ve 
always told myself that I would get 
through it and fi gure it out.”

Robles-Alvarado, who applied for 
a grant through Bronx Council of the 
Arts for this project, met local pho-
tographer Daisy Arroyo at the Bronx 
Museum of the Arts’ in 2013. After ini-
tially hitting it off, the two decided to 
collaborate on a project combining 
writing and photographer.

Three years later, the project has 
come to fruition.

“Peggy is a fi recracker - she contin-
ues to amaze me with all the work that 
she’s done. She is someone who has 
so much to offer, someone who is not 
afraid to share the spotlight and it’s 
an honor to have worked on this proj-
ect with her,” said Arroyo, a lifelong 
Soundview resident who focuses pri-
marily in fi ne arts photography, along 
with fashion, portrait and street pho-
tography for her many works.

“The Bronx has so many beauti-
ful and talented artists - and it’s im-
portant for people to know that there 
is a lot of creativity taking place here 
here,” she added. “I’m very proud to be 
an artist from the Bronx.”

Books were available for purchase 
at the book launch. For those who 
would like to purchase a copy, the book 
is available on Create Space and Ama-
zon.

In June, Peggy was named one of 
the Bronx Times’ 25 Infl uential Women 
for her  success as an author, poet and 
teacher.

Robles-Alvarado and Arroyo at “The Abuela Stories” book launching. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it?
THEN PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Remember: At LJI We Always Pay High

PAWN YOUR JEWELRY

All Items Sold at Wholesale Prices!

DCA Lic# 1353627 718.931.1932

JEWELRY SALES

SCRAP

FinallyAn HONEST
Can Trust!

WE SELL

SILVER
10 AND

100 OZ BARS

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS
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Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

Reservations Now

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local holiday toy drive de-

livered once again for needy 
borough children this year. 

Approximately 800 toys 
were purchased and donated 
to non-profi t organizations 
that service needy children as 
part of the Theodore Korony 
American Legion Post #253’s 
Joseph Mazzariello Memorial 
Toy Drive, said drive co-coor-
dinators. 

Charitable organizations 
including Claremont Neigh-
borhood Centers, Acacia Net-
work, Concourse House Home 
for Women and Children and 

Korony Post 253 wraps up annual toy drive
several others received dona-
tions. 

Groups came to Throggs 
Neck to pick up bags of toys on 
Tuesday, December 13. 

Additionally, Joe McManus, 
Bronx Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians Division #3 president, 
dropped by the post’s toy dis-
tribution to present a $300 do-
nation from his group to go to-
wards next year’s effort. 

Drive co-coordinator An-
thony Ferarra said that the 
charitable enterprise has ben-
efi ted this year and previously 
from the generosity of Young-
land Stores on Third Avenue. 

“Youngland gives us a 
break on the price of the toys 
and a substantial amount of 
toys on the cuff,” said Ferrara.

Ferrara said he was with 
the drive when its founder, U.S. 
Marine and Vietnam veteran 
Mazzariello, would place col-
lection boxes in bank lobbies 
and raise money from jars put 
in Throggs Neck businesses. 

After Mazzariello’s passing 
in 2009, a group of coordinators 
including Ferrara, Judy Lanci 
and Colleen McCarthy contin-
ued the drive in his honor, in 
part through donations from 

Korony members and from 
other borough American Le-
gion posts.  

Danielle Mazzariello-Fava, 
the daughter of the drive’s 
founder, now also volunteers. 

“(The drive) will be going 
on probably forever,” said Fer-
rara, adding “You got to fi gure 
that a lot of these children are 
going to get either nothing or 
something small.” 

Abraham Jones, Claremont 
Neighborhood Centers’ execu-
tive director, dropped by to 

pick up toys on December 13th. 
“Each year the American 

Legion has been wonderful in 
terms of helping us make this 
time of year enjoyable for so 
many needy children,” said 
Jones, 

Claremont is located in 
one of the poorest Congressio-
nal districts in the nation and 
many families there are strug-
gling fi nancially, he said. 

“This is going to be a huge 
help,” he said. “Our kids look 
forward for this time of year, 

and Claremont being able, 
with the support of the Ameri-
can Legion, to give them gifts 
and toys.” 

McManus said that Hiber-
nians typically help youth in 
Catholic schools with scholar-
ships and prizes, and he indi-
cated that the toy drive is a nat-
ural extension of the work the 
organization does on behalf of 
young people. 

The organization has a spe-
cial connection to the drive be-
cause a family member of AOH 
borough leader Bob Nolan is 
a member of the Korony Post 
family. 

The money donated from 
the Hibernians is raised 
through its annual golf outing, 
he said. 

“It is the Bronx helping the 
Bronx,” said McManus, adding 
that he remembers growing 
up poor with six people in his 
household as a youngster shar-
ing a one-bedroom apartment.  

The Hibernians especially 
help poor and indigent youth 
and their families, he said. 

“For these kids to get some-
thing at Christmastime –they 
really appreciate it,” said Mc-
Manus. 

Joe McManus, president of the Bronx Ancient Order of Hibernians Division 
3, presents Theodore Korony Post #253 with a $300 check on Tuesday, 
December 13 for the toy drive. (l-r) Guy Richardson, Lorraine Johnson, 
Joe McManus, Anthony Ferrara, Judy Lanci, Dolores Stolze, Gerry Ferrara 
and Cathy Priano. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

It is the Bronx 
helping the Bronx. 
For these kids to 
get something at 

Christmastime 
- they really 

appreciate it.
Joe McManus
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START YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION 
EARLY WITH THE NEWEST WAY TO 

RESHAPE YOUR BODY 

4915 Broadway, NY, NY 10034

750 Mclean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

37-73 103rd St, Corona NY 11368

718-804-5452
Adam Y. Goldman, MD

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A 

FREE Consultation at one of our offi ces 

Financing available

A NEW 
non-invasive 

body contouring 
system for the 
reduction of 

stubborn fat in 
the areas such 

as abdomen and 
love handles..

nymetrovein.com
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THE STAFF OF BRONX PIZZERIA WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR 
FRIENDS, FAMILY AND CUSTOMERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR. THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Pre-k classes at P.S. 392, 

also known as the the Bronx 
Delta School, are grateful 
for new technology provided 
through Councilman James 
Vacca.

On Friday, December 2 he 
visited the school’s two pre-k 
classes which include technol-
ogy in their everyday activi-
ties.

“We have to realize many 
children do not have access 
to technology,” said Vacca, 
whose offi ce contributed a to-
tal of $96,000 for technology in 
the school’s pre-k and kinder-
garten classes. “We take it for 
granted that they do but they 
do not.” 

“I also think that if we’re 
talking about learning out-
comes in future years - tech-
nology is the key,” Vacca con-
tinued. “We have to get this 
equipment out here for our 
kids as soon as possible.”

Each pre-k classroom has 
four I-pad’s, two Macbook lap-
tops and a desktop. 

Principal Marie Rogalle 
spoke of the importance of 
having students begin using 
technology at a young age.

Pol’s $$ adds technology to pre-k classrooms
“It’s the present and it’s the 

future,” Rogalle said. “So we 
need to make sure that they 
have that opportunity and that 
experience at a very young age 
- beginning with pre - k and all 
the way up to second grade.”

Each of the two pre-k class-
rooms are set up into stations. 
The stations are divided by I-
pads, macs/desktop, and non-
technology activities.

The students have an allot-
ted time at each activity and 
also get to choose their station 
based on the activity in which 
they are interested.

With this method, students 
aren’t forced into an activity 
they don’t want to do.

Michelle Kunzman, one of 
the pre-k teachers at the Bronx 
Delta School, said the kids are 
enjoying using the new tech-
nology in the classroom.

“They get really excited 
about it and it really helps 
with their learning,” said 
Kunzman. “For example, 
some of the kids need that vi-
sual for learning their letters 
and numbers.”

“It’s just really interac-
tive,”  she continued, “and it’s 
just an exciting addition to the 

other things their doing in the 
classroom.” 

Rogalle also said the tech-
nology helps identify what 
level each student is at in their 
learning.

“So if the children are at 
beginning stages of reading 
they’ll be working on a differ-
ent program than a child that 
is still identifying letters,” she 
said.

According to Rogalle, Vac-
ca’s grants helped to buy I-
pad’s during the 2014-2015 
school year and then laptops, 
printers, and smart boards 
during the 2015-2016 school 
year.

The Bronx Delta School is 
a fairly new school, opening 
it’s doors in the fall of 2014, 
and currently teaches pre- 
through second grade.

The school is adding third 
grade in the 2017-2018 school 
year and Rogalle hopes to use 
funding from Vacca to buy 
smartboards for each of the 
third grade classrooms.

In addition, Rogalle said 
she hopes to add a technology 
teacher in the coming year.

The principal said technol-
ogy plays an important role 

in the school’s plan for its stu-
dents.

“What we do here at Delta 
is we create a nice balance,” 
said Rogalle. “So we have a 
very strong curriculum, we 
have technology infused into 
our curriculum, and then we 

also have a very large arts pro-
gram.”

“So that’s our goal - to cre-
ate a well rounded child that 
has opportunities and prac-
tices many different things 
that could one day be a spe-
cialty for them,” she added.

Councilman Jiames Vacca and Marie Rogalle, prinicpal of the Bronx Delta 
School, look on as pre-k students use their iPad’s in the classroom. 
 Photo Courtesy of Frank Fraioli
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1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844
www.maestroscaterers.com

celebrate the old, revel in the new.
Lets Celebrate Together at Our
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Antipasto Station 
Carving Table
 Roasted Pig, Turkey & Skirt Steak

Wok Station
 Array of Chinese Cuisine

International Cheese Board & Fruit

Seafood Station

Pasta Station
An Array of Freshly Made Pastas

 Shrimp Cocktail  Raw Oysters

Chafing Station
 Chicken Scarpariello   Rollatini
 Ropa Vieja  Fried Calamari
 Arroz Con Gandule  BBQ Ribs
 Sausage & Broccoli Rabe  Seafood Paella
 Baked Clams  Veal & Peppers
 Pollo Asado   de Pescado

Dinner Served at 8:30pm
  Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette
 Filet  with Jumbo Shrimp Oregannata
 Roasted Potato  String Beans
 Pastries & Cookies  

Fabulous Music 
by Don't Stop The Music

 Cocktail Reception 
7pm-8:30pm

 Surf & Turf Dinner 
at 8:30pm

 Champagne Toast 
at Midnight

 Hats, Noisemakers
 Valet Parking
Included!
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department of Health. 
Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).  ����������		�
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We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com
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have 
stuff?

We have the space!

NOW OPEN AT

718-684-6448

*Two Months FREE!
Conveniently located at 1260 Waters Place, Bronx, NY 10461
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 ○ Flexible Month-to-Month Leases

 ○ 24/7 Video Recording

 ○ Convenient Access Hours

 ○ Award-Winning Customer Service

 ○ Climate Controlled Storage Units

 ○ *Free Move-in Truck and Driver
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The annual 49th Precinct Holiday 

Food Drive kicked off after Thanks-
giving. 

The drive, now in its 11th year, 
works with local schools in Morris 
Park, Van Nest and Pelham Parkway 
to collect food for two nearby pantries 
around the Christmas and holiday sea-
son, said Joe Thompson, 49th Precinct 
Community Council president. 

It also collects non-perishable foods 
– pasta, canned food, dry goods – from 
the general public as well, he said. 

The drive organizers plan to wrap 
up their efforts and deliver all their 
food to the Bronx Jewish Community 
Council and St. Lucy’s Church pan-
tries by Wednesday, December 21, said 
Thompson. 

“Whatever you feed your family 
that is not perishable is what we are 
looking for,” said Thompson, adding 
this includes rice, pasta, beans and 
canned goods.  The drive doesn’t ac-
cept bread and cakes. 

Individuals may now drop off any 
non-expired food at the precinct’s 
station house located at 2121 East-
chester Road, confirmed David Lep-
ore, 49th Precinct Community Af-
fairs Officer. 

Anyone wishing to make a dona-
tion can simply stop by the precinct 
and tell the desk offi cer that they are 
there to drop off food, said Lepore, add-
ing they’ll be directed to the collection 
site. 

“There are a lot of people out there 
hungry,” said Lepore, adding “You are 
doing something for someone else that 
they cannot do for themselves.” 

Thompson said that this year, he 
is trying to encourage more people to 
stop by the precinct and make food do-

nation before December 21st. 
The drive typically collects about 

15,000 pounds of food per year. 
Thompson stressed that whatever 

is collected is distributed within the 
precinct. 

He said that because these commu-
nities are not generally considered to 
be those in the highest need, they are 
sometimes overlooked by larger hun-
ger initiatives. 

Participating schools in the drive 
include P.S. 83, P.S. 105, P.S. 108, Van 
Nest Academy and P.S. 481. 

Additional youth participating are 
members of the 49th Precinct Youth 
Explorers, as well as Cub Scout Pack 
#162, which joined Thompson in front 
of Big Deal Supermarket on Saturday, 
December 10 for four hours collecting 
donations of food and money. 

“The kids get a huge kick out of giv-
ing and knowing that they are feed-
ing their neighbors,” said Thompson, 
adding “It is pretty delightful to watch 
these scouts in action; some of these 
eight-year-olds are really good sales-
men!” 

As Thompson tells it, the drive was 
created years ago to fi ll a void because 
the same people who are hungry at 
Thanksgiving are also hungry during 
Christmas and New Years. 

Despite this, the focus of many of 
the charity drives after Thanksgiving 
shift from food to toys, he said. 

“It is great to have toys when you 
wake up, but it is equally great to have 
dinner – to have food on the table,” said 
Thompson. 

Additional donations of turkeys, if 
any are available, would be made to 
senior programs at Eastchester Gar-
dens, Pelham Parkway Houses, Park-
side Houses and Beth Abraham. 

49th Precinct Food 
Drive through Dec. 21

Troop leaders Sean Cahill (l) and Robert Rico, 49th Pct Community Council President Joe 
Thompson with members and family members of Cub Scout Pack 162 in front of Big Deal 
Supermarket on Saturday, December 10. Photo by Laura Stone
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* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 
Coupon must be present at checkout. Webprices not accepted. Not responsible for typographical errors. Prices Expire 12/26/16.

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

SIGN UP WITH AN EMAIL ADDRESS &

RECIEVE OUR UPDATES & SPECIALS

SUPERSTORE
WINE & LIQUOR

White Wines

Rum Vodka Whiskey

Tequila Cognac Creams

Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio 
$2173

 Each Kris Pinot Grigio 
$1299 Each

La Creama Chardonnay 
$1699

 Each Great Value!
Lindeman’s Chardonnay 

$899
 1.5 ml Each

      Bacardi Light & Gold 
          $1799

 1.75 ml Each

Ron Zacapa 23yr 
$4783

 Each

           

            Don Q Cristal & Gold 
                    $1999

 1.75 ml Each

      SALE!
     Johnnie Walker Blue 
          $18200

 750 ml Each

Wild Turkey 81 
$3599

 1.75 ml Each

           
               Chivas Regal 12 Yr 

               Gift Set 
   $3749

 Each

           Patron Silver 
                   $4399

 750 ml Each

Cazadores Reposado 
$2399

 1 Liter Each

           

                  Sauza Silver 
                               $2885

 1.75 ml Each

      Remy Martin VSOP 

          $3999
 750 ml Each

SALE!
Hennessy VS 

$6699
 1.75 ml Each

           
                    D’usse 

                    
 $4999

 750 ml Each

Red Wines
Coppola Claret / Merlot 
$1599

 Each

Meiomi Pinot Noir 
$2179

 Each

Robert Mondavi 
Cabernet Sauvignon P.S. 
$1044

 Each BV Century Cellars 
$899

 1.5 ml Each

Throggs Neck Plaza Upstairs From Target 

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com
LARGE SELECTION OF GIFTS SETS AVAILABLE

FREE
PARKING

BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
TOWARDS MEMBERSHIP CARD

Sparkling Whites
Moet Nectar Imperial Rose 
$5599

 Each Bellissima Prosecco / 
Sugar Free Sparkling 

$2099
 Each

Banfi  Brachetto
Rosa Regale 
$1971

 Each

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Give The Gift Of Good Taste

Grey Goose 
$5650

 
1.75 ml 
Each

Smirnoff 
Vodka 

$2079 
Each

Absolut Vodka 
$2999

 Each

Great Value!
Tutella Prosecco 

$899
 Each

Trigo Coquito 
$1790 
750 ml 
Each

SALE!
Baileys 

$3599 
1.75 ml 

EachKahlua Coffee 
$3299

 1.75 ml Each
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

The filing period to take
the next Police Officer Exam

begins on December 27, 2016.
Visit our website for further details.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Bring Who You Are.

NYPDRECRUIT.COM
212-RECRUIT

Working people in New York City face yet another MTA
fare hike next year – and this time it could go up to $3
per ride. It’s just one more challenge workers in New

York will face as the price of just about everything continues to
rise higher and higher. Recent history has seen MTA fares rising
at an alarming rate, and the trend figures to continue. 

That’s why we support a proposal from the Community
Service Society and the Riders Alliance to subsidize a half-fare
MetroCard for the working poor. It would benefit 800,000 New
Yorkers struggling at or below the federal poverty line by putting
more money in their pockets for necessities including food, rent,
and the electric bill. 

According to the
Community Service
Society, 25 percent of
working-age, low-income
New Yorkers often cannot
afford the current fare, transit expenses eat up more than 10
percent of poor families’ budgets. Bus and subway fares are
soaring – rising 45 percent between 2007 and last year – six
times faster than average income in New York City. And that
doesn’t even take in to account the MTA’s recently announced
plan to raise fares next year. 

Those eligible for the proposed half-fare plan would save
more than $700 a year, a large amount of money for the
working poor and other low-wage workers in various industries
across the city, including thousands upon thousands who work
in retail.

Similar proposals have already been implemented in San
Francisco, Seattle and London and they are gaining popular
support in Boston, Denver and here in New York City. Advocates
note that the cost of the program to the city would amount to a
miniscule 0.3 percent of the city’s annual budget – far
outweighed by the benefit for working families. This proposal,
supported by some 30 organizations representing low-wage
workers and transit advocates, also has garnered editorial
support from news organizations including the New York Times
and the Daily News.

Implementing this proposal will help
hundreds of thousands of working-poor
New Yorkers get moving again toward a
path to the middle class. We support it
and will work toward making it a reality. 

The proposed half-fare plan would
save low-income workers more than
$700 a year, a large amount of
money for the working poor.

www.rwdsu.org

Our Perspective

Reduced Transit
Fare Would Help
Get Low-Wage
Workers Moving

By Stuart Appelbaum, President, 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, RWDSU, UFCW
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BIG HOLIDAY BLOW OUT!!                                                      30%-70% OFF
HOVER  BOARDS

 OR SMART
BALANCE WHEELS

PORTABLE
HEATERS

PROFESSIONAL  
PORTABLE
PA SOUND 
SYSTEMS

STEP DOWN
STEP UP
TRANSFORMERS

$199 $49 $79 $1999

$1999

$8999

$79999

$999

$999

$999

$2999

$2499

$1498

$1999

$1495

$4999 $189 $299

$4999

$2999

$1999

$4995

$8995

$11999 $199

$3999

$5999

$14995

$9999 $24999

SMART WATCHES VIRTUAL REALITY 

GLASSES

DRONES
w/HD Video Cameras

starting at

from

Starting at 

Starting at SSSSSSSSS

and up

ACOUSTIC GUITAR

FULL SIZE ELECTRIC

GUITARS

Ante
nna

ennaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaas

MP3
PLAYERS

$

Freezer

Micro SD Cards

Patton

QFX

DVD PLAYERS

Nintendo

PAL/SECAM
110/220

Home

$299
50”

from

from

from

from

from

from

FREE 100 Minutes

And Accessories

BLOWOUT SALE!

REMOTE CAR ALARM

Starting At

incl.500 Gig DVR

many sizes, colors & varieties All size available

All size available

DJ Sets

Accesories

CAR RADIOS

As Low
As

19” FLAT SCREEN 
SCREEN LCD 40” FLAT SCREEN TV

starting atssssssssssssssssss VR BOX

DJ Equipment 

NEW THIS SEASON

Smart 
Car Audio

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Smart Audio

We Repair 

$17999

$3999

Financing

As Low 

As

Low AAs LA AAAAs LLoow AAs
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

DECEMBER EXTRAVAGANZA!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information

What is KYBELLA®

KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 

Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

December Special 10% 
of any treatment
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The Allerton International Merchants Association’s fourth annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony made everyone’s holiday spirit shine bright 
this season. Many residents, young and old alike, participated in the traditional lighting of the Bronxwood Tree on Tuesday, December 6 at Allerton 
Avenue and Boston Road. The Yuletide festivities continued with a holiday afterparty at The Sanz Banquet Hall featuring delicious food, a visit from 
Santa Claus, carolers, cookies and cocoa and presents for local youth.                 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Allerton Merchants Hosts Christmas Tree Lighting

(Above) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (back, c), Gene DeFrancis, 
Allerton International Merchants Association president (r), lo-
cal youth and Santa Claus helped spread some holiday cheer.

,(Above) (l-r) Nathalia Fernandez, 
Gjonaj’s chief of staff; Gene De-
Francis; John Marano, Community 
Board 10 fi rst vice chairman; Mike 
Connolly as Santa Claus; Assembly-
man Gjonaj and Joe McManus, 80th 
Assembly District and Community 
Board 11 Land Use Committee chair-
man; celebrated the season of giv-
ing together.

Elected offi cials, Allerton International Merchants Association members, 
community leaders and some of the children who attended the festivi-
ties.

Inspirational Award recipient Carmen Cruz Lee (c) graciously accept-
ed her award from (l-r) Nathalia Fernandez, Assemblyman Gjonaj, 
Mike Connolly and Gene DeFrancis.

The festive Christmas tree by Al-
lerton Avenue and Boston Road 
shone brightly into the night.A little rain didn’t spoil any of the crowd’s merriment as they 

watched this year’s Christmas tree lighting ceremony from 
across the street in front of The Sanz Banquet Hall.
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Anyone can deliver food, but when you order Tosca, you’ll experience the highest level of traditional Italian hospitality. We’ll bring our delicious homemade menu choices to you—
convenient, delectable, affordable. Tosca’s catering service provides you with the uncompromising taste and quality of menu and service in the comfort of your own specified locale. 
You can create your own package, simply contact us for further inquiry and we’ll be happy to arrange your menu. Fast, free delivery and set–up. House accounts welcomed.

CATERING? LET TOSCA CATER YOUR NEXT HOME OR OFFICE EVENT

GRANDE S E R V E S  8 – 1 0  $ 1 7 5
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Party–Sized Trays Half trays feed approximately 
6 to 8 people. Full trays feed approximately 12 
to 15 people.

Fast, Free Delivery and Set-Up 
All orders are kept hot and ready– 
to–serve. Plates, napkins, table covers and 
eating/serving utensils included upon request.

GENEROSO S E R V E S  1 5 – 2 0  $ 3 7 5
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

OFFICE PARTY
· Vegetable Crudite
· Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with Grilled Chicken Breast
· Fresh Fruit Platter
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 1 8 5

NONNO MIA
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive,  Radicchio Salad
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 1 9 5

FAMILY STYLE
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted Peppers 
& Fresh Basil

· Clams Oreganata · Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 2 2 0

THE ITALIAN JOB
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
·  Fresh Baked Bread, Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 5 – 2 0  $ 3 2 5

GAME DAY
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti with Meat Balls
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 2 0 5

“Best spot 
for brunch in 

the Bronx”
Rated 2016

“Lovingly restored 1922 pizza oven”

“#1 Pizza In The Bronx”

“100 Best Italian
Restaurants”

C O A L - F I R E D  B R I C K  O V E N  P I Z Z A
R E S T A U R A N T  ·  B A R  ·  L O U N G E  ·  E V E N T S

4038 EAST TREMONT AVE. · AT MILES AVE. · THROGS NECK, BRONX, NY

FAST FREE DELIVERY 718.239.3300
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G    ·    C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P    ·    VA L E T  PA R K I N G 
T O S C A N Y C . C O M       T O S C A N Y C       T O S C A N Y C

WE ARE OPEN
CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY, 
NEW YEAR’S EVE & NEW YEAR’S DAY

S

saturday, december 31
8:30pm–1:30am

new year’s eve
—————————

—————————2o17
2 LEVELS OF MUSIC BY LIVE DJ 
COCKTAIL HOUR · FULL BUFFET

OPEN BAR · CHAMPAGNE
HATS AND NOISE MAKERS
COMPLIMENTARY PHOTOS

LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE
FREE VALET PARKING

FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

PRESALE $100
PER PERSON INCLUDES TAX 

AND GRATUITY, UNTIL DECEMBER 24,  
$120 WEEK OF DECEMBER 25–31

CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. 
SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY

7 1 8 . 8 6 3 . 6 3 6 3
T O S C A M A R Q U E E . C O M
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

(Left) Shakira is a 5-6 years old Australian Cattle 
dog. She’s very affectionate, walks great on leash.. 
(Right) Coconut (male, black and white) and Caper 
(female; tan, gray, and white), a few months old. New 
Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 Newbold 
Avenue. To adopt any of these pets, email newbegin-
ninganimalrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

UP FOR ADOPTION

BY ANDREW CHERICO II
Our Christmas 

tree lighting was held 
December 11. Santa 
gave out 175 gifts to 
the children who at-
tended on this beauti-
ful, Snowy evening.

We want to thank the many people who donate 
their time and talents for our Christmas Tree light-
ing in the park. The beautiful horse drawn coach is 
provided by the McGill Family and Chateau Stables 
Inc. coaches are available for all of your special oc-
casions weddings, proms or any occasion where you 
need extra horse power. For information call  (212) 
246-0520   or   www.chateaustables.net.  Also Bari-
no’s Market on Ampere Avenue for providing the 
ten pounds of cookies and hot chocolate for all of our 
guests. Barino’s can cater any occasion.Call them at 
(718) 829-9200. 

The Pelham Bay Merchants gave us a delicious 
layer cake that our guest enjoyed. Our tree was do-
nated by Colonial Home Improvements (718) 882-1586. 
and, of course, Santa’s helpers, Scott Bernard, Annie 
Boller,  Andrew Chirico, Clara Chirico, John Doyle, 
Joan Gerardi, Danny Garardi, John Marano, Joanne 
Murphy, Mary Jane Musano, Fannie Scalfani, James 
Schefl en. Virginia Strasser, Joe Torrioni,  Michele 
Torrioni and Tony Ferrara (Santa). 

This years’ event was staged with our own volun-
teers and donations from the above mentioned busi-
ness. To all of the members of the Waterbury LaSalle 
Community and Homeowners Association we would 
like to wish you a Merry Christmas, Happy Chanu-
kah and a Happy New Year. We hope to see you at 
our monthly membership meetings. Please read our 
weekly column in the Bronx Times Reporter for news 
that affects you as a member of our community.

We ask that you use the above mentioned local 
business that donate and support us whenever you 
have a special occasion or a special project at your 
home.

We have seen several new shopping malls open in 
our community, motor traffi c in the area has become 
even more unbearable. We ask that you continue to 
support our local merchants on Crosby Avenue, Mid-
dletown Road, East Tremont Avenue, Bruckner Bou-
levard, Westchester Avenue and in Country Club, 
now more than ever they need you. We cannot afford 
any more empty stores, the local privately owned 
business are the life blood of our community.

In this season of giving we ask that you remember 
and support our veterans by making a special dona-
tion to a charity or church or veterans organization. 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, December 27 
at 7:30 p.m. at the First Lutheran Church, 3075 Bais-
ley Avenue. This will be our Christmas /New Year’s 
party.     Merry Christmas - Happy Chanukah - Happy 
New Year - to all.
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The 49th Precinct hosted a holly, jolly Christmas party on Saturday, December 10 at its 2121 Eastchester Road precinct house. The holiday festivities included Christmas tree decorating 
and a special meet and greet with Father Christmas.

49TH PRECINCT HOSTS CHRISTMAS PARTY

Delilah (l), Harper (2nd from r) and Mackenzie Masi had fun meeting Santa this season. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Police offi cer Jackie O’Connor; captain Thomas Alps, 49th Precinct commanding offi cer; 
Santa Claus and police offi cer Lepore helped spread holiday cheer to the community they 
protect and serve.Photo by Laura Stone

Jordan (l) and Jace Vega (r) received holiday presents from jolly old St. Nick. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The Castle Hill Little League celebrated the holiday season in festive style with its second annual Christmas Tree Lighting on Saturday, December 10 at Zerega and Gleason avenues. Santa 
Claus traveled all the way from the North Pole to meet with all of the good boys and girls and distribute presents prior to the holiday.

CHLL HOSTS CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

Castle Hill Little League board members and Santa Claus celebrated the holiday season in 
front of the lit Christmas tree. Photo by Laura Stone

Borough President Diaz (4th from l) met with WLCHA 
board members (l-r) Annie Boller, Michele Torrioni, Fan-
nie Scalfani, Mary Jane Musano, Andrew Chirico and 
Scott Barnard. 
 Photo courtesy of Waterbury LaSalle Community Association

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. was a guest speaker 
at the Waterbury LaSalle Community and Homeowners 
Association’s monthly meeting on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 30 at First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck. 

BP DIAZ ATTENDS
WBLS MEETING
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Saturday & Sunday, December 17th & 18th

Courtesy Of

White Plains Road BID

White Plains Road
2 5

IS COMING TO TOWN

Support your Local Merchants at Pelham Parkway & White Plains Road where you will always find sales and bargins galore!

Happy Holidays

Business Improvement District

Santa Claus

SHOP THE 100 STORES

Saturday, December 24th - Christmas Eve
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Lehman College and CUNY have 
won the 2016 Online Learning Consor-
tium’s (OLC) Digital Learning Innova-
tion Award (DLIAward), in the Faculty-led 
team category for advancing undergrad-
uate student success through the adop-
tion of digital courseware. The Lehman 
College-led team was one of three institu-
tions and fi ve faculty-led teams selected 
from among 106 submissions in this fi rst 
year of the Online Learning Consortium’s 
(OLC) DLIAward competition.

The CUNY team’s project, titled “A Re-
source Intensive Course Design – An Ef-
fective Flipped Pedagogy in Chemistry,” 
is driven by three overarching goals: in-
crease the success of students in gateway 
science courses, particularly students 
from communities underrepresented in 
science; reduce the out-of-pocket costs of 
students; and fi nd truly effective pedagog-
ical practices that can be implemented 
in resource-limited public institutions like 
CUNY.The project focused on students 
from communities underrepresented in 
the sciences.

The fl ipped design for General Chem-
istry 1 and 2 combines out-of-class video 
instruction with in-class active learning 
exercises. Students do not purchase a 
textbook, all materials are imbedded in 
the platform, including an openstax e-
textbook. This reduces student costs by 
50 percent or more from $300 to between 
$100 and $150.

In the past two years this resource-in-
tensive course has been offered to over 
3,000 students at two CUNY institutions: 
Lehman College and Hunter College. At 
both institutions, passing rates in General 
Chemistry exceed 75% and the average 
student performance on a national chem-
istry test meets or exceeds the national 
average. “The real key to any education 
reform is student success, and when I fl ip 
and do active learning in the classroom, 
my students do better,” says Professor 
Donna McGregor, an assistant professor 
of chemistry at Lehman College and one 
of the course designers.

A fl ipped classroom is a blended learn-
ing experience that reverses the tradi-
tional learning environment. Students are 
able to access online content , view online 
lectures, and podcasts and to collaborate 
with each other.

The winning team is composed of 
CUNY faculty from Lehman College: 
Donna McGregor, Pamela Mills, and 
Gustavo Lopez; Hunter College: Nadya 
Kobko, Gabriela Smeureanu, C. Michael 
Drain; the Graduate Center: Matthew K. 
Gold and Boone B. Gorges; and CUNY 
Central: Lisa Brundage and George Otte.

Former U.S. Under Secretary of Edu-
cation Martha J. Kanter, Ed.D. presented 
the DLIAwards to honorees on November 
17 in Orlando.

* * *
Mount St. Michael Academy has ap-

pointed Thomas A. McCarthy to serve as 
vice president of Institutional Advance-
ment. McCarthy comes to The Mount from 
Manhattan College where he held the po-

Lehman/CUNY Digital 
Learning Innovation Award

sition of Director of Alumni Relations, a 
role he assumed in 2011. Prior to his ap-
pointment, McCarthy served as assistant 
director for Annual Giving, and focused 
on sustaining and recruiting donors and 
prospects, while connecting and cultivat-
ing alumni at a variety of events. 

As director of Alumni Relations at Man-
hattan College, McCarthy played a cru-
cial role in leading alumni relations into 
a new era, including enhancing alumni 
communication, maintaining and build-
ing relationships with young and senior 
alumni, planning and organizing a variety 
of events, and much more. His alumni and 
development experience were instrumen-
tal factors in guiding Manhattan College’s 
alumni offi ce and broader alumni commu-
nity into meeting the strategic goals of the 
institution. 

After graduating from Manhattan Col-
lege with a Bachelor of Science in sec-
ondary education and a concentration in 
mathematics in 2006, he initially worked 
as a teacher at a Catholic high school in 
Westchester County before returning to 
his alma mater. McCarthy’s attraction to 
Catholic education continues; he begins 
his role at The Mount on December 12. 

McCarthy, is the son of Thomas Mc-
Carthy, Sr., MSM Class of 1964. He com-
pleted a master’s in general counseling 
in 2010, and is currently working toward 
a Ph.D. in Catholic and non-public school 
leadership at Fordham University.

* * *
Councilman Ritchie Torres an-

nounced $26 million in funding for the fi rst 
ever civil apprenticeship program that will 
provide painting jobs for public housing 
residents. District Council 9 of the Interna-
tional Union of Painters and Allied Trades 
worked with Torres, the New York City 
Housing Authority and City Hall to create 
more than 100 new apprenticeship titles. 
DC 9 plans to organize NYCHA residents 
to become apprentices through the new 
program – starting them on a path to the 
middle class with New York’s premier fi n-
ishing trade union.

At the end of the program, participants 
can attain journeyman status and earn the 
corresponding wages.

* * *
Join The Fresh Air Fund for its 141st 

summer of serving New York City children 
from low-income communities, and give 
your child an experience of a lifetime, free 
of charge.  Boys and girls learn about new 
places, participate in cultural exchanges, 
explore nature and go on a journey of self-
discovery. 

Registration is now open for the sum-
mer of 2017. Through the Friendly Towns 
Program, children on fi rst-time visits, 7 
through 12 years old, enjoy a one-week 
experience with volunteer host families.  
Children re-invited to the same host fami-
lies may visit through age 18.  At sleep-
away camps in Fishkill, New York, girls, 
ages eight through 12, and boys, ages 8 
through 15, explore outdoor adventures.

For more information, visit www.fre-
shair.org or call (800) 367-0003.

Simone Development Companies 
announces the signing of fi ve new and 
expansion leases totaling over 20,000 
square feet of offi ce and medical space 
at 1200 Waters Place at their fl agship 
Hutchinson Metro Center.

 Simone Development’s Hutchinson 
Metro Center is one of the most suc-
cessful commercial projects in the his-
tory of the Bronx, totaling over 1.4 mil-
lion square feet of offi ce, medical and 
retail space that is occupied by some of 
the leading medical, educational and 
government tenants in New York City, 
including Montefi ore Hospital, Affi n-
ity Health Systems, Mercy College, the 
NYC Housing Authority, the IRS and 
the NYC Administration of Children’s 
Services among dozens of tenants em-
ploying over 6,000 individuals. The 
campus is also home to a Marriott Resi-
dence Inn, the borough’s only national 
fl ag hotel, LA Fitness, Applebee’s and 
other retailers.

 New tenants at 1200 Waters Place 
include Clearview Eye, a vision cor-
rection medical group, which took over 
2,500 square feet; Isleep, a leader in sleep 
diagnostics and management in the 
New York City metropolitan area that 
leased 2,500 square feet; and Property 
Appraisal, a full service real estate ap-

praisal fi rm serving the Tri-State area 
since 1987, which signed a 2,000 square-
foot lease in a relocation and expansion.

 The property at 1200 Waters Place 
is a 460,000-square-foot modern offi ce 
building featuring three fl oors of Class 
A offi ce space and a host of outstanding 
amenities including a full-service Café 
with landscaped courtyard, Fitness 
Center, Teleconference Center, Child 
Care Center, Sundry Shop and abun-
dant parking.

Another long-time major tenant at 
1200 Waters Place, the Visiting Nurse 
Services of New York, has renewed and 
expanded its long-term lease at the prop-
erty to 8,400 square feet. Hutchinson 
Metro Dental has also extended and ex-
panded their long-term lease at the prop-
erty to nearly 5,000 square feet.

 Josh Gopan, director of Leasing for 
Hutch Metro Center, represented Si-
mone Development, in all transactions 
“These deals reinforce the Hutch Metro 
Center’s reputation as the destination 
of choice for major medical providers 
and offi ce tenants in the Bronx. Offer-
ing convenient access to Manhattan, 
Queens, Long Island and Westchester, 
the Hutch Metro Center offers the con-
venience of a suburban offi ce park set-
ting in the center of it all, said Gopan.”

New tenants welcomed 
at Hutch Metro Center

FDNY RESPONDS TO BORO’S BLAZES

One person was injured in a late night private house fi re this past Sunday. According 
to a FDNY spokesman, 12 FDNY units and 60 fi refi ghters were dispatched to an one-
alarm fi re inside 256 Logan Avenue on Sunday, December 11 at 11:29 p.m. Firefi ghters 
gained control of the fi re within 25 minutes. The FDNY said the fi re originated on the 
fi rst fl oor. One person sustained minor injuries and was taken to Jacobi Hospital for 
treatment.      Photo by Edwin Soto

Firefi ghters made quick work extinguishing a Parkchester home’s basement fi re last 
Friday. According to a FDNY spokesman, 12 units and 60 fi refi ghters were dispatched 
to combat a fi re at 1968 Ellis Avenue on Friday, December 9 at 3:22 p.m. The fi re be-
gan in the two family house’s boiler room located in the basement apartment before 
spreading to the fi rst fl oor. The FDNY gained control over the blaze at 4:29 p.m. There 
were no injuries or fatalities reported in the incident.                  Photo by Edwin Soto
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

JARROW
 

VIBRANT HEALTH
 

NATROL
 

NATURES ANSWER
 

SOLGAR
 

KAL
 

SOLARAY

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 12/31/16

Got Hair?
M E D I C A L  A E S T H E T I C S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

LOSE 20–40 lb. IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS
CLEAN START HCG WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

Get a fresh start in the new year with our Clean Start Weight Loss Program

  Drop 20-40 Pounds  
in 40 days

 No Exercise necessary

 Minimal or No cravings

 Mininmal or No Hunger

 Burns Fat

  Targets Belly, Butt,  
Hips, Thighs

  Doctor Supervised  
For Safety & Results VISIT US AT GOTHAIRLLC.COM

Lose weight and start looking and feeling as beautiful as you are...

DR. ALBERT 
GRAZIOSA has 
been certified with 
the fresh start hCG 
diet and has led 
many patients to 
live more happy  
and healthy lives.

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 
Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how would you like 

to lose 30 or more pounds, have 

more energy, feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks of diabetes 

and heart disease and regain your 

health all in next 40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
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E
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OUR CLEAN START PROGRAM
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Bank 
Fee!

Destinatio
Fee!

1st 
Payment!

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEE

PER MONTH / 36  MO

ACNEW 2017 Honda

www.H

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9- 9PM
SATURDAY 9-6PM • SUNDAY 12-5P

 STORE HOURS:

* Based on American Honda 2007 - 2015 Volume New Car Sales For The Bronx and Westchester. DMV, taxes and title fees extra. Must present ad at signing. Must take imm
2017 Accord LX 4DR: $13,674.30; 2016 FIT LX: $10,865.50; 2016 Civic LX 2.0 4DR: $12,836.00. $97.50 doc fee ($75 DMV, $10 Inspection, $12.50 tire). Lessee res

2009 Honda Element EX
MANUAL, STK#HU9714, 67K MI ................. .

$

2012 Honda Crosstour EX-L
AUTO, STK#HU9785, 97K MI ...................... .

$

2008 Jeep Commander Sport
AUTO, STK#HU9189, 79K MI .............................

$  
2008 Nissan Pathfinder LE
AUTO, STK#HU10350, 90K MI .................... .

$

2010 Subaru Legacy Lim
AUTO, PWR MOON, STK#HU10499
2012 Acura TL
AUTO, STK#HU6635, 36K MI .........

$16,995

2015 Honda Civic Coupe EX-L

Auto, STK# 
HU10363, 22K MI

$16,708

2014 Honda Accord LX

Auto, STK#
HU10507V, 9K MI

$11,995

2013 Honda Civic Sedan LX

Auto, STK# 
HU9942A, 35K MI

$22,995

2013 Honda Ridgeline RTL

Auto, STK#
HU9573, 40K MI

$17,450

2013 Honda Accord Coupe EX-L

Auto, STK#
HU10370, 55K MI

NEW 2016 Honda

FIT 

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

With Excellent CCrredddidittt SSScScorree (777(7(722020 Score) 36 Month Lease Total Due at Inception: ($0$0 Down Payment $0$0Bank Fee

• Automatic • Rear View Camera • Daytime 
Running Lights • Bluetooth • Model #GK5HGEW

NEW 2017 Honda

CIVIC  2.0 4DR

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

t C dit S (720 S ) 36 M th L T t l D t I ti ($0 D P t $0B kk F

• Automatic • Rear View Camera • Bluetooth 
• 5-Inch Color Screen LCD • Model #FC2F5INCLUDES PREP & 

DEST. FEES!

 YOU CHOOSE

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^
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Honda Dealer1# H dd D
Volume

on Prep
Fee!

NEW 2016 Honda

CR-V  AWD

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

E cellent CCredit SScore (72020 SScore) 3366 MMontthh LeL asse TT tot lal DD e att IIncepttiion ($0 DDo n PPa mentt $0$0BaB nk Fee

• Automatic • Rear View Camera  • Bluetooth 
• Front Side Airbags • Model #RM4H3GEW

NEW 2016 Honda

HR-V  AWD

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

Excelle tnt CCrediditt SScore (7(72020 SScoorerere))) 3366 MoM ntnthhh LLeLeLeaase TT tot lal DDue att IInce tptiion: (($$0 DDown PaP ymentt $$0BaB knk FFee

Automatic • Backup Camera • USB Audio Interface 
• Remote Entry • Alloy Wheels • Model # RU6H3GEWINCLUDES PREP & 

DEST. FEES!

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^
With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 
36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 

($0 Down Payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. 
Payment.) plus Taxes & DMV fees.10K Miles/Yr, 
.15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

• Automatic • Rear View Camera  
• Bluetooth • Alloys 

• Model # CR2F3HEW

ES!

O†^ ($

CCORD LX 4DR

ondaOfNewRochelle.com  

EXIT 15 OFF I-9525 EAST MAIN STREET
NEW CAR SHOWROOM

200 MAIN STREET
USED CAR SHOWROOM

888.409.3688 888.409.3687PM

mediate delivery from in stock units only. No two offers can be combined. No prior deals apply. Residuals: 2016 CR-V LX AWD: $15,627.00; 2016 HR-V LX AWD: $13,551.15; 
sponsible for repairs, maintenance excess wear and tear and excess miles of 10k per year at the rate of .15¢ each additional mile. Offers expire 12/22/16. #BT1216

mited
9, 85K MI .

$  
.............. .

$

2007 Toyota 4Runner SR5
AUTO, STK#HU10305, 40K MI .................... .

$  
2016 Nissan Altima 2.5 S
AUTO, STK#HU10442, 36K MI .................... .

$

2014 Acura TSX 2.4
AUTO, STK#HU10452, 33K MI .................... .

$  
2011 Acura MDX TECH
 AUTO, ENTERTAIN PKG, STK#HU10516, 76K MI .

$

$36,995

2016 Honda Odyssey Touring Elite

Auto, STK#
HU10055, 5K MI

$26,995

2015 Honda Pilot SE

Auto, STK#
HU10427, 27K MI

$30,534

2014 Honda Pilot Touring

Auto, STK#
HU10464, 36K MI

$18,684

2014 Honda Civic Coupe Si

Manual, STK#
HU10428, 29K MI

$23,750

2012 Honda Odyssey Touring Elite

Auto, STK#
HU9909, 52K MI

 **Valued at $ 595.00 Consumer 
is responsible to report and pay all 

applicable taxes on included Remote 
Starter. Aftermarket remote starter 
installed after purchase.  No two 

offers can be combined.  Included 
with advertised vehicles only.  Must 

be in-stock vehicle.  Photos used for 
illustrative purposes only.

Included With Purchase or Lease of 
Any Advertised New Vehicle Today!

Remote Starter!** r 
ll 

ote 
er 

onda

wo 
cluded

nly.  Mus
used f

y

No Securi

r 

d 
st 
for 

 YOU CHOOSE
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Community-building pro-
ponents are gathering sup-
port, artists are sharing their 
visionary work and Bronx 
residents from all walks of 
life are inspiring tens of thou-
sands, through BronxNet…

And, you can use BronxNet 
to inspire others as well.  The 
organization’s public access 
production training program 
teaches Bronx residents how 
to share their voice, views and 
vision through television.

Media and fi lm industry 
professionals train partici-
pants in all aspects of studio 
or location production, cover-
ing everything from videog-
raphy to audio recording, to 
lighting, directing and more.   
After completing an introduc-

BronxNet’s TV production workshops offered
tory workshop in studio or 
fi eld production, participants 
receive access to professional 
studios and equipment free of 
charge. Producers receive air-
time on BronxNet channels, 
which opens the possibility of 
the program being watched by 
viewers in up to 350,000 Bronx 
homes, and all over the world 
through the web.

Giselle Brea is among the 
talented Bronx residents who 
completed production training 
at BronxNet. She was recently 
honored with the Best New 
Program Award at BronxNet’s 
2016 BETA (Bronx Excellence 
in Television Access) Awards 
for her domestic violence in-
formation program, Tales of a 
Survivor. “BronxNet has the 

tools and the personnel to help 
you achieve your goals and 
thrive. I’m so humbly grateful 
for their help in making Tales 
Of A Survivor what it is today. 
My vision without BronxNet 
would be just a dream,” she 
stated.

A brand new program, 
Don’t Give Up, and Win re-
cently debuted on BronxNet in 
December. According to pro-
ducer Jacqueline Wayans who 
completed BronxNet produc-
tion training in the summer of 
2016, “Don’t Give Up and Winis 
designed for those reaching for 
a dream while pushing away 
life’s challenges. I dreamed of 
taking the production class 
for years. I’m looking forward 
to connecting with viewers.”

“At BronxNet, we have out-
standing opportunities for 
you to turn your ideas into 
viable television programs. 
We invite you to access our 
services at our original net-
work operations location in 
the West Bronx or at our more 
recently opened studio in the 
East Bronx. We’re here to fa-
cilitate your dreams of cre-
ating programs that you can 
share with viewers all over 
the Bronx…and beyond,” said 
BronxNet executive director 
Michael Max Knobbe.

The registration fee for the 
studio production workshop is 
$90 and $100 for fi eld produc-
tion. 

For details, contact Bronx-
Net’s Training Department at 

training@bronxnet.org or call 
(718) 960-1181.

BronxNet is the indepen-
dent not-for-profi t organiza-
tion serving the people of the 
Bronx through the provision 
of media production training, 
access to technology, and cable 
television channels. BronxNet 
programs six channels - 33, 34, 
35, 36, 37 and 38 on the Verizon 
FiOS system and six channels 
- 67, 68, 69, 70, 951 and 952 - on 
the Cablevision system in the 
Bronx. 

BronxNet’s ultra-local pro-
gramming helps connect the 
Bronx with the World while 
our training programs and 
partnerships are a part of com-
munity development through 
media.

St. Barnabas High School 
recently inducted 26 students 
into the Blanid Stewart Chap-
ter of the National Honor Soci-
ety, the Virginia Woolf Chap-
ter of the National English 
Honor Society and the Luis 
Ponce de Leon Chapter of the 
National Hispanic Honor So-
ciety.

Chosen for their accom-
plishments in and commit-
ment to scholarship, service, 
leadership, and character, 16 
juniors were inducted into the 
2016-2017 Blanid Stewart Chap-
ter of the National Honor Soci-
ety, including:  Jessica Celzo, 
Geetangalie Goberdan, Al-
porobaro Idolor, Daina Jamei-
son, Litzy Leon-Sixtos, Becky 
Markose, Taise Martinez, Ma-
rie-Claire Milius, Marie-Elise 
Milius, Jade Munroe, Alpha 
Perez, Kayla Rahaman, Karol 
Santiago-Jaquez, Sabrina 
Sousa, Joanna Walch, and Ty-
ler Zepherin. 

Senior member and presi-
dent of the 2016-2017 National 
Honor Society, Stefanie Ber-
wise, was inspired by James 
Monroe who said, “National 
honor is national property of 
the highest value.” “The mem-

St. Barnabas inducts new honor society members
bers of the National Honor So-
ciety strive to maintain and 
protect our national honor”, 
Stephanie added.  

Following the National 
Honor Society, the St. Barn-
abas High School Virginia 
Woolf Chapter of the National 
English Honor Society and the 
Luis Ponce de Leon Chapter of 
the National Hispanic Honor 
Society also had the pleasure 
of welcoming new inductees. 

President of the 2016-2017 
National English Society 
(NEHS), Karina Luna, in-
ducted the following 17 stu-
dents:  Stephanie Berwise, 
Vivian Ezugwu, Geetangeli 
Goberdan, Tanika Gustave, 
Akporabaro Idolor, Daina Ja-
mieson, Becky Markose, Ma-
rie-Claire Milius, Marie-Elise 
Milius, Danitta Nyantakyi, 
Alpha Perez, Kayla Rahaman, 
Julia Rohan, Karol Santiago-
Jaquez, Sabrina Sousa, Jo-
anna Walch and Tyler Zeph-
erin.

The new inductees accepted 
their candidacy by signing 
their names into the roll book 
and reciting the NEHS pledge. 

President of the 2016-2017 
Luis Ponce de Leon Chapter of 

the National Hispanic Honor 
Society (NHHS), Katherine 
Aquino, welcomed the follow-
ing 21 new inductees: Christal 
Calder, Jessica Celzo, Erica 
Diaz, Maria Isabel Drallo, 
Geetangalie Goberdan, Tan-
ika Gustave, Akporobaro 
Idolor, Diana Jameison, Litzy 

Leon-Sixtos, Becky Markose, 
Taise Martinez, Marie-Claire 
Milius, Marie-Elise Milius, 
Jade Munroe,  Dailin Perdomo, 
Alpha Perez, Kayla Rahaman, 
Karol Santiago-Jaquez, Sa-
brina Sousa, Joanna Walch 
and Tyler Zapherin. 

The new inductees com-

pleted their candidacy by re-
citing the NHHS pledge. 

“We are very proud of 
these students and know their 
futures are bright because of 
their service, spirit and deter-
mination”, stated Saint Barn-
abas principal Frances Dzi-
uma.

: New inductees of the Saint Barnabas High School National Honor Society, National Hispanic Honor Society 
and National English Honor Society.

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
The next general meeting 

of our association will be on 
Wednesday, December 21 at 
7:30 p.m. Once again, this will 
be our annual Holiday Party, 
and welcoming in of the New 
Year. As in years past, we are 
looking forward to spending 
quality time with our mem-

bers and neighbors, in a ca-
sual and festive setting. We 
are not scheduling any guest 
speakers, and if any business 
is discussed, it will be kept to a 
bare minimum. The end time 
will also be extended in order 
for us to enjoy the food, bever-
ages, music, and conversation 
later into the evening. 

Our Event Committee 
chairwoman Angela Ryan has 

begun assembling both an at-
tendance list, and the menu 
items needed for that evenings 
festivities. If you plan on at-
tending please contact Angela 
at the number listed below so 
that we have a more accurate 
headcount.

The meeting will be held at 
the Villa Maria Academy Caf-

eteria, which is located at 3335 
Country Club Road.

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx, NY 10465, and via 
telephone at (718) 823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line!” 
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S
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2861 BRUCKNER BLVLL D.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY 

SPECIALTY CARRE

Municipal Credit Union (MCU) is 
currently accepting applications for 
the 2017 Scholarship Program. MCU 
will award $66,000 in scholarship 
grants to college-bound graduating 
high school seniors, including eight 
memorial scholarships worth $5,000 
and 13 grants of $2,000 respectively.

Eligibility for participation in the 
MCU Scholarship Program is open to 
an MCU member, a child or a grand-
child of a member in good standing. 
Selection is based on academic per-
formance, extracurricular and com-
munity activities, references, and an 
essay expressing personal goals. Ad-
ditionally, students applying for the 
scholarships who are also MCU mem-
bers will also automatically be entered 
for a $500 statewide Public Relations 
and Marketing Council Scholarship.

“MCU is deeply committed to sup-
porting the youth throughout the com-
munities in which our members work 
and live. Our scholarship program is 
one way we achieve this by recogniz-
ing and rewarding young people for 
their outstanding academic perfor-
mance and community service,” said 
MCU president/CEO Kam Wong. “We 
hope our scholarships will enable these 
students to achieve their goals and suc-
ceed in their future endeavors.”

Applications for MCU’s 2017 Schol-
arship Program are available at MCU’s 
Bronx branches located at 560 Court-
landt Avenue, 353 East 149th Street, 
and 755 Co-op City Boulevard, on 
MCU’s website, www.nymcu.org, and 
also at any MCU branch. The deadline 
for completed applications to be sub-
mitted is January 6, 2017.

MCU will hold a special awards re-
ception in the spring of 2017 to recog-
nize the eight $5,000 scholarship win-
ners.

The scholarships are part of MCU’s 
long-standing, larger corporate com-
mitment to youth education and fi nan-
cial literacy across New York City. In 

Municipal Credit Union 
accepting applications 
for 2017 scholarships

addition to these scholarships, MCU 
also awards valedictorian/salutato-
rian recognition awards to graduating 
high school seniors.

2016 is Municipal Credit Union’s 
Centennial Celebration year. Called 
the Credit Union of Employees Confer-
ence Committee when it fi rst opened 
its doors on October 15, 1916 in Man-
hattan’s Municipal Building, MCU 
has been growing strong ever since. 
Today, MCU serves more than 400,000 
members. MCU is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary all during 2016 through 
various programs to give back to the 
communities it serves.

Municipal Credit Union (MCU) is 
the oldest credit union in New York 
State and one of the oldest and largest 
in the country. Established in 1916 and 
headquartered in New York City, to-
day MCU has assets of more than $2.4 
billion and offers a full range of fi nan-
cial services to its more than 400,000 
members. With branches in New York 
City, Westchester and Long Island, its 
members also have access to the credit 
union’s large and growing ATM net-
work. Eligibility to open accounts at 
MCU is available to New York City and 
Yonkers municipal employees; state 
and federal employees who work in the 
fi ve boroughs; health care profession-
als who work in New York State; mem-
bers of select industry groups; employ-
ees of private colleges in New York City 
and private and public colleges in Nas-
sau, Suffolk, and Westchester; all stu-
dents enrolled in a college, university, 
school, or institution in the City Uni-
versity of New York (CUNY) education 
system; certain family members, and 
qualifying retirees. MCU is an equal 
opportunity lender, and deposits are 
federally insured to at least $250,000 
by the National Credit Union Admin-
istration (NCUA), a U.S. government 
agency. For more information about 
Municipal Credit Union, visit www.
nymcu.org.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
OK, minor panic, our 89th An-

nual Christmas Party will still be on 
the 18th of December, right after our 
(brief) regular 3rd Sunday meeting, 
at ATNY.  I get to make mistakes just 
like the real media! The meeting is at 
11 a.m., ends at  noon, with our party 
from 1 p.m. on.  Please bring a vet to 
join us.

I think I forgot Post 19’s work at the 
VA Auxillary Holiday Gift Shop, good 
job again and thanks. 

If we don’t work together we should 
just pack it up.

The Post 253 annual Christmas Toy 
Drive, named after  PPC Joe Mazza-
riello, will fi nalize this week, thanks 

elves. Remember, Judy will still col-
lect donations now to prepare for next 
year, please remember those in need.

Until next time: Thanks 620 again 
for the hospitality for both the Com-
munity Board 10 Veterans Meeting 
and our annual Bronx County Christ-
mas Party.

BTW, have you asked a vet, lady, 
son or rider to join us?
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Legendary's Dining Room NOW OPEN
$5 Bar Sandwiches all Day    $7 Lunch Specials Everyday

Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Pints & Bottles 
Domestics $3  Imports $4

Well Drinks $4 

Apple, Dirty & Expresso Martinis $5

Legendary Bar and Grill    
3513 East Tremont Ave, Bronx, NY 10465

 718-822-0100
 Open Hours: 11:30 - 4:00am

Sunday Football
Beef Nachos $5 

Cheese Burger & Fries 
FREE HOT DOGS 

Monday 

50¢ Jumbo Wings All Day
 

12am - 2am FREE Buffet
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The peak time for the fl u is 
right around the corner. 

Are you doing all you can to 
prevent getting the fl u? Or are 
you counting on being lucky?

Usually peaking in Janu-
ary or February, fl u season 
can continue into the spring.

“If you haven’t yet had a 
fl u shot, now is the time to get 
vaccinated,” said Dr. Eric Ap-
pelbaum, senior vice-president 
and chief medical offi cer at 
SBH Health System (St. Barn-
abas Hospital).  “Usually, it 
takes up to two weeks to fully 
develop protection after you 
get the fl u shot. Everyone older 
than six months of age needs it, 
especially pregnant women.”

Up to 20% of people in the 
U.S. are likely to get the fl u. 

Flu vaccine best antidote to getting, passing the fl u
According to Dr. Appelbaum, 
here are ways to limit your ex-
posure (or giving it to others):

• Get a fl u shot. Hands 
down, this is the best way to 
prevent the fl u.

• Wash your hands. Make 
sure to do this before and af-
ter meals, after touching your 
face, coughing, and/or sneez-
ing.

• Cover your coughs and 
sneezes. Cough into your el-
bow or use tissues.

• Take care of yourself. 
Make sure to get plenty of 
sleep, eat a healthy diet and 
exercise to keep your immune 
system strong.

• Pay attention when travel-
ing. Try to limit or avoid expo-
sure to those who are sick. 

“We strongly encourage 
our patients to get a fl u shot 
– regardless of whether they 
got a fl u shot last year,” said 
Dr. Appelbaum.  “The more 
people who get vaccinated, the 
more will be protected from 
getting and spreading the fl u.  
This is particularly important 
among those most at risk: the 
elderly, young children, preg-
nant women, and those with 
certain health conditions that 
make them more vulnerable 
to serious fl u complications.”

According to Dr. Appel-
baum, only injectable fl u vac-
cines are being given this 
year (with those dispersed in 
nasal sprays no longer recom-
mended by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention).  

A vaccine for older people is 
also available.

 “Some children up to the 
age of eight years old, who 
are getting vaccinated for the 
fi rst time, require two doses of 
fl u vaccine, spaced at least 28 
days apart,” he said.  “While 
children under the age of six 
months are too young to re-
ceive the vaccine, it is impor-
tant that parents and older sib-
lings get vaccinated to prevent 
the spread of the fl u to infants 
who are most vulnerable to se-
rious complications.”

The effectiveness of the 
vaccine depends in part on 
the match between the vac-
cine virus used to produce the 
vaccine and the strains of fl u 
that will circulate this season. 

While the vaccine is produced 
to protect against the fl u vi-
ruses that research and sur-
veillance indicate are most 
likely to be common this sea-
son, there is no way to predict 
with certainty. 

 “Flu viruses not only 
change from season to season, 
but can even change within 
the course of a single season,” 
said Dr. Appelbaum.   “Still, 
antibodies made in response 
to a vaccination with one fl u 
virus can sometimes provide 
protection against different 
but related viruses.  That’s 
why, even if the vaccine is a  
less than a perfect match, it is 
still far more effective in pre-
venting the fl u than getting no 
shot at all.”

NYC Health + Hospitals/
Jacobi’s chief executive offi -
cer William Foley today an-
nounced the completion of a 
project to make the hospital 
campus safer and more pedes-
trian-friendly. The work is the 
result of a successful collabo-
ration with NYC Department 
of Transportation.  As part of 
its Vision Zero efforts, DOT 
toured the campus and recom-
mended a number of strategies 
to transform Jacobi’s outdoor 
space, with a focus on pedes-
trians, who are the majority 
of the users of the hospital’s 
large suburban campus.

 Hundreds of patients and 
staff who traverse the cam-
pus on foot each day will now 
benefi t from safer streets and 
slower vehicular speeds as 
they cross streets. The follow-
ing roadway and parking im-
provements are now complete:

 · Installation of eight speed 
bumps,

· Clearer pavement mark-
ings to show crosswalks and 
vehicular pathways,

Jacobi is now a pedestrian-friendly campus
· Installation of refl ective 

posts and “Pedestrian Cross-
ing” and “Yield to Pedestrian” 
signs,

· Replacement of “STOP” 
signs with more easily visible 
ones,

· Painting of curbs to in-
crease their visibility at inter-
sections,

· Narrowing and clearer 
demarcation of Seminole Av-
enue to discourage speeding, 
and

· Installation of “Pick Up 
and Drop Off Only – No Park-
ing” signs outside the Outpa-
tient Care Pavilion, to better 
guide traffi c.

 “NYC Health + Hospitals/
Jacobi is taking a common-
sense approach to create a 
safer environment for both 
our patients and our staff,” 
said Foley.  “We see these im-
provements as an extension 
of our work to promote well-
ness.”

 Foley expressed his ap-
preciation to the NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation for 

their guidance and expertise.
 “As part of Mayor de Bla-

sio’s Vision Zero initiative, we 
have been working hard at re-
designing streets all over New 

York City, making them safer 
for pedestrians, bicyclists and 
motorists” said Nivardo Lopez, 
Acting Bronx Borough Com-
missioner for the Department 

of Transportation. “With these 
new changes, Jacobi’s employ-
ees, patients and their families 
will all benefi t from important 
safety improvements.”

Collaboration with NYC Department of Transportation yields important safety improvements.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
The Kids Had a great time 

at the Post Children’s Christ-
mas Party. Many thanks to 
Jeanette and Mary. They did 
yeoman’s work on this gala. 
Santa is always a favorite.

Not much going on at the 
post as the season is upon us. 
Suffi ce it to say that much 
cleaning up and repair is be-
ing done. The outside is a con-
stant clean up what with the 

oak leaves all over the place as 
well as the acorns. The squir-
rels at not doing enough of 
their job keeping the acorns in 
check. Painting will be com-
ing soon.

I remind all my loyal read-
ers that we are still collecting 
non-perishable food stuffs as 
well as eye glasses and cell 
phones. we are also collect-
ing serviceable clothing for 
men, women and children for 
the vets. Please leave the do-

nations on the table inside the 
gate on the Ericson Place en-
trance. Thank you all.

The next post member 
meeting is on Saturday, Janu-
ary 7.

I wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Chanukah 
and Happy Kwanzaa.  Any hol-
iday that has to do with food is 
my kind of holiday.

Another short column this 
week.

Trivia Time

Christmas Seals fi rst went 
on sale on December 9, 1907.

Guam Fell to Japan on De-
cember 10, 1941.

Germany and Italy de-
clared war on the USA on De-

cember 11, 1941. Some nerve!
New Zealand was discov-

ered by Abel Tasman on De-
cember 13, 1642. This is the 
same fellow that discovered 
the Devil.

Saddam Hussein was cap-
tured on December 13, 2003.

The following day in 1799, 
George Washington died at 
the age of 67.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.
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Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!
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The Clipper Crew 
would like to wish all our customers and their families 

a very

Restaurant 
closed 

Christmas 
Day

Bar 
will be open 

at 
Noon

Ring in the New Year at the Clipper

Dining Room will be open until 10pm
New Year’s Day 

Brunch 

11am til 3pm

New Year’s 
Dinner 

3pm til 11pm

Join us 

for the best party 

in town!!!

Join us for Christmas Eve Dinner
We will be open until 10PM
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Stephanie Loria would like 

to set the record straight: “If 

you get stung by a scorpion 

and you are a healthy adult, 

you won’t die.” She paused, 

then added, “You may wish you 

were dead. But they get such a 

bad rap.”

Yes, pity the poor scor-

pions — so misunderstood. 

Fortunately, the species has 

Loria on its side. A native of 

Glendale, Queens, and grad-

uate of New York’s Catholic 

school system, she is per-

haps the city’s only scorpion 

apologist. She loves the crea-

tures, researches them, and 

this fall she got her Ph.D. in 

scorpion studies from the 

American Museum of Natu-

ral History’s Richard Guilder 

Graduate School. Other grads 

included a frog researcher, a 

bat specialist getting an hon-

orary degree, and a guy who 

has identifi ed 70 new species 

of wasps. 

Not sure I’d want to be at 

their Christmas party. But hav-

ing never seen an actual scor-

pion — or scorpion researcher 

— I did want to meet Loria. 

So the other day I went to the 

museum and was escorted 

past dozens of dinosaur-de-

manding school groups, up to 

the restricted fi fth fl oor, past 

hundreds of lockers housing 

insects specimens, and then 

through a hall lined with clear 

plastic boxes containing — 

omg! 

Tarantulas. Live tarantulas, 

the size of chipmunks, waving 

their furry legs.

How did “Night at the Mu-

seum” miss these guys?

One fl oor up I found Loria in 

her lab, scorpions at her side — 

dead. 

“We have some live stuff 

downstairs, but those are more 

like pets,” she said. “These I ac-

tually collected during my trips 

to Southeast Asia.”

And how does one collect 

a scorpion? Well, said Loria, 

cheerful as a fl ight attendant, 

you just have to go into the 

jungle at night. Scorpions are 

black, so you can’t see them 

except by using an ultra-violet 

fl ashlight, but then they phos-

phoresce like Jimi Hendrix 

posters. They also shed their 

exoskeletons. So you look for 

glowing bits of dead scorpion 

on the trail leading you to a live 

one and then, using foot-long 

tweezers, you try to grab it as 

fast as you can before it scur-

ries into its borrow. 

At that point, says Loria, 

you often have “moths swarm-

ing around your face and you’re 

swallowing them, and some-

times you’re also near ants, and 

you’re covered with them, and 

some of them are pretty nasty.” 

Long story short, if you don’t 

manage to grab the scorpion 

with the tweezers, sometimes 

you just dig them out.

That’s right: You stick your 

hands into a scorpion den hop-

ing you’ll fi nd some. 

One time, Loria recalls, 

she and her advisor were on a 

nighttime hunt in the Malaysian 

jungle when suddenly, a scor-

pion stung him. 

“Two of his fi ngers were 

paralyzed and he had a burning 

sensation moving up his arm 

and into his chest,” says Loria. 

“It was just me and him in the 

middle of nowhere.”

Then what happened?

“He took an antihistamine,” 

says Loria. By the morning, he 

was fi ne.

After an agonizing night.

Loria won’t let this prejudice 

you against scorpions. There 

are 2,200 species of them, she 

says, and only 45 have poison-

ous venom. What’s more, they 

can live up to 25 years, and are 

members of the arachnid family, 

like spiders, but less popular. At 

arachnid conventions (I know, I 

know), “85 to 95 percent of the 

talks are about spiders,” says 

Loria, bummed. Scorpions get 

no respect. And yet, they have 

been around since before the 

dinosaurs.

In her own pre-history, Loria 

grew up digging millipedes and 

centipedes out of her backyard 

and bringing them inside, to her 

parents non-delight. She had 

an ant farm, a moth farm, and 

a grammar school teacher who 

showed her rubber replicas of 

bugs and encouraged her cu-

riosity. One time, Loria wore a 

dead cicada’s shell on her nose 

to freak out her schoolmates.

It worked.

But Loria wasn’t really trying 

to disgust anyone. She was just 

fascinated by the “behind the 

scenes” work that insects and 

arachnids do.

“If you watch any nature 

shows on TV, it’s always about 

big cats, or other mammals we 

relate to.” But the real heroes, 

she says, are the smaller crea-

tures we rely on. Bees pollinate. 

Millipedes play a role in decom-

posing. Spiders and scorpions 

keep the insect population 

down.

By high school, she was tak-

ing after-school classes at the 

Museum and did an internship 

studying fl amingo behavior.

Now that she has her Ph.D., 

she is heading to San Fran to 

start studying the evolution of 

scorpion venom. Her future 

looks so bright, she has to 

pinch herself.

Before anything else does.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 

speaker, founder of the book 

and blog Free-Range Kids, and 

a contributor at Reason.com.

Lenore’s fear of scorpions is misguided

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
With the threat of frost and 

possibly snow, I took advantage 
of the nice weather on Satur-
day to get some year end garden 
clean up done.  I broke down 
the straw bales from my straw 
bale gardening experiment 
and added the straw to the ar-
tichoke frame.  Last weekend, 
my husband re-installed the 
lid to the top of the frame and 
helped me wrap it up in 3ml 
plastic again.  Now there is a 
deep bed of straw around each 
plant and around the inside pe-
rimeter of the frame, all on top 
of a layer of leaves.  That should 
keep the plants pretty warm, it 
worked last year.

I climbed into the asparagus 
beds and fi nished cutting down 
the ferns, chopping them up 
and spreading out on the bed an 
even layer of that with another 
6” thick layer of leaves on top.  I 
never got around to sifting the 
compost pile this fall, so spring 
will be a huge yield.  Once the 
compost cures, the asparagus 
and the artichokes beds will get 
a generous soil amendment.  

Two weeks ago, I harvested 
all of the Serrano peppers that 
were left at the garden at Pres-
ton and at The Garden Next 

Door and dropped them off at 
Bronx Green Up for the Bronx 
Hot Sauce Project.  We grew 
seven pounds of peppers and 
have opted to receive our ‘pay-
ment’ in bottles of Bronx Hot 
Sauce, which will be shared 
with the fl edgling gardeners in 
the Preston Garden Club.  

I’m hoping it will inspire 
them to grow even more pep-
pers this year and turn it into 
a real school project.  Neverthe-
less, Bronx Hot Sauce is avail-
able through www.fromthe-
bronx.com and is made from 
peppers that are grown in com-
munity gardens across the 
Bronx.

With the harvesting all 
done, all I had to do at the Gar-
den Next Door was pull out and 
chop up all of the spent  pep-
per, basil and tomato plants.  I 
spread whatever clippings there 
were on to the bed.  I pulled out 
all of the garden stakes, cleaned 
them off and put them away for 
next year.   I took down the deer 
fencing (or cat fencing as it ac-
tually should be called here in 
the Bronx.) and rolled it up as 
neatly as possible and stowed 
that away too.  I left the trellis 
framework up, just to see if it 
survives the winter.  

I added a 6” layer of leaves 
across the whole bed, but left the 
parsley, mint and wild celery.  I 
piled up the leaves around the 
plants but didn’t cover them as 
they seemed to be still thriving 
despite the cold.  The snow will 
certainly kill them off, but un-
til then, I will let them and the 
rainbow chard that’s growing 
on the side of the house to con-
tinue on their merry way.    

The last task was to rake 
and sweep up the front of the 
house and replenish the sup-
ply of leaves for composting.  
I made stock and had a lot of 
nasty things that needed to be 
buried in leaves in the brown 
organics bin.  We’re in Throggs 
Neck and we’re part of the NYC 
Department of Sanitation Or-
ganics Composting Pilot Area, 
so I can dispose of food scraps 
in our garbage.  It can be a very 
messy and gross task, espe-
cially in the summer, but with 
the cold temperatures and good 

supply of dried leaves, I can 
avoid as much nastiness as pos-
sible.  

Once I was done, I had an-
other garbage pail fi lled with 
leaves so I grabbed the cooled 
down pot of stock bones off the 
top of the stove.  I opened the 
brown bin and fi lled it halfway 
with leaves, added the stock 
bones and fi lled the rest of the 
container up with more leaves.  
I locked the lid securely and set 
it back in the garbage can cor-
ral.  

Clean up was done and I am 
now free to spend the rest of the 
year concentrating on other 
projects!  

One of those projects in-
volves many other people 
that just fi nished closing up 
their gardens too:  The New 
York State Community Gar-
den Workgroup.  We had a ter-
rifi c conference call last week 
which clarifi ed a lot about what 
the goals of the work group are.  
All of our input is being used to 
create, among other things, a 
land use guide to help commu-
nities navigate the regulatory 
issues around creating and 
running community gardens.   
We were also sent links to the 
recently released USDA publi-

cation, the Urban Agriculture 
Tool Kit and a recent study by 
the John Hopkins Center for 
Livable Future, ‘Vacant Lots to 
Vibrant Spots’.  I am quite the 
luddite and can’t read things on 
my mobile device, so Dan Hogle 
from Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce 
was nice enough to print them 
out and mail them to me.  

Once I read through them 
over the holidays, our plan is 
to meet in January at the sena-
tor’s offi ce to discuss this issue 
and how we can start reaching 
out to local community groups 
to help facilitate their projects.  
With Bronx still rated the most 
unhealthy county in New York 
State, we need to start mak-
ing radical changes to get our-
selves out of this hole.  

I promise I will continue to 
update my readers on this is-
sue as we make progress.  If 
you would be interested in re-
ceiving a link to either of these 
studies, email me at cnapoli-
tano@netzero.net and I can for-
ward them to you.  

In the meantime, here is to 
our gardening plans for 2017, 
our dreams of delicious meals 
shared with family and friends 
and becoming the change you 
want to see in the world.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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BEER CRAZED MONDAYS-> 1-6pm
$1 OFF ANY BEER 

$2 SLIDERS (BEEF OR PORK, MINIMUM OF 3) 
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 

 

TEQUILA TUESDAYS -> 4-7pm 
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES 

$1 OFF NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS 
$6- GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS 

$5- QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili) 
 

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$4 GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

RED OR WHITE SANGRIA - $7 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$3 WELL DRINKS 

$5 MARTINIS 
$5 COSMOS 

$4 IMPORTED PINTS (GUINESS $5) 
$4 IMPORTED BOTTLES 

 $5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 
$5 NACHOS 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS-> 4-8pm 
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS 

$1 OFF ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS 
$3.00 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guinness $5) 

$3.50 DOMESTIC BOTTLES - $4.00 IMPORTED BOTTLES 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available 10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

The Wicked Wolf
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

THE UGLY CHRISTMAS
SWEATER PARTY

Friday
Dec. 23 2016

11pm-3am

21 and Older

NO COVER DRINK SPECIALS
ALL NIGHT

JOIN US FOR

FOOTBALL
ALL DAY SUNDAY AND 

MONDAY NIGHT

BEER AND 
WING

SPECIALS AT 
THE BAR

Stop By This 

Holiday Season 
and Enjoy A 

Festive Holiday 
Lunch or Dinner 

In Our Decorated 
Dining Rooms.
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Action

Association

East Bronx History Forum news

(L-r) Bill Twomey, Artie Seifert and John McNamara.

BY THOMAS X. CASEY
The Huntington Free Li-

brary and Reading Room an-
nounces the East Bronx His-
tory Forum will hold its 116th 
meeting on Wednesday, De-
cember 21 at 7:30 p.m.  

This is a very busy time of 
the year as we prepare for the 
holiday season, shop and cook 
for our family and friends.  
The East Bronx History Fo-
rum and Huntington Free Li-
brary also extend our holiday 
greetings and best wishes for 
a Happy New Year.  We also 
recognize that this is also a 
good time to look back, refl ect 
and give thanks for our good 
fortune. 

Our good fortune is the 
many friends and members 
that have made our Bronx his-
tory meetings fun, enjoyable 
and educational.  Our mem-
bers have also encouraged 

and promoted a love of com-
munity through local history.  
This month, we look back and 
remember those individuals 
that have led us and guided us 
over the years, mentored us, 
called us friends, but sadly are 
no longer with us.

All of the old-timers will 
quickly know Bill Twomey, 
Artie Seifert and John McNa-
mara, the three men, who in 
their different way, shaped 
our knowledge of Bronx his-
tory and our organization.  
The young members know Bill 
Twomey who founded the His-
tory Forum and John McNa-
mara who wrote the book on 
Bronx streets in ‘History in 
Asphalt’.  All three men took 
the time to record and pres-
ent our history, through pho-
tographs, articles, lectures 
and walking tours.  In addi-
tion, Artie Seifert collected 

many items that he donated 
for research.  Just about every 
photograph taken from the air 
was by Seifert while a passen-
ger in his brother’s plane.

The East Bronx History Fo-
rum is pleased to present and 
remember our Bronx histori-
ans with a video lecture ‘Tour 
of Westchester Square and 
Town’ with Bill Twomey and 
John McNamara.  This high 
quality fi lm, with great sound, 
taped at the Huntington Free 
Library, will surely be educa-
tional, heartwarming and not 
to be missed.  

Please take the time out 
of your busy schedule to en-
joy this special moment.  The 
Anne Hutchinson Group will 
also honor Bill Twomey, pro-
viding refreshments through 
the generosity of Senator Jeff 
Klien.

All meetings are free and 

open to the public at the Hun-
tington Free Library and 
Reading Room, located next to 

Apple Bank at 9 Westchester 
Square. Free street parking 
after 7 p.m.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Mayors of 18 large cit-

ies throughout the U.S. have 
pledged to retain their sanctu-
ary city policies despite Pres-
ident-elect Trump’s threat to 
withhold federal funding from 
localities that seek to block 
his drive to reduce illegal im-
migration.  The White House 
could withhold $650 billion 
in funding, with some cities 
potentially losing over $7 bil-
lion, according to Bloomberg 
News.

The  Center for Immigra-
tion Studies notes “Across the 
U.S., there are 340 cities, coun-
ties, and states that are consid-
ered ‘sanctuary cities.’ These 
jurisdictions protect criminal 
aliens from deportation by re-
fusing to comply with ICE de-
tainers or otherwise impede 
open communication and in-
formation exchanges between 
their employees or offi cers and 
federal immigration agents… 

This has resulted in the re-
lease by local authorities of 
approximately 1,000 criminal 
aliens per month… [The] Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) reported to 
Congress that,  between Janu-
ary 1 and September 30, 2014, 
local sanctuaries released 
9,295 alien offenders that ICE 
was seeking to deport. More 
than 600 people were released 
at least twice…Out of these, 
5,947 of the criminal aliens 
(62 percent) had signifi cant 
prior criminal histories or 
other public safety concerns 
even before the arrest that 
led to a detainer. Fifty-eight 
percent of those with a prior 
history of concern had prior 
felony charges or convictions; 
37 percent had serious prior 
misdemeanor charges, and 
5 percent had multiple prior 
misdemeanors. An alarming 
number — 2,320 — of the total 
number of released offenders 

were subsequently arrested 
within the time period studied 
for new crimes after they were 
released by the sanctuaries…
Of the 6,460 criminal aliens 
who were still at large during 
the time period studied, 3,802 
(58 percent) had prior felonies 
or violent misdemeanors.”

In sanctuary cities, lo-
cal law enforcement offi cials 
aren’t required by local gov-
ernment to alert federal au-
thorities about the immigra-
tion status of individuals with 
whom they come in contact, 
reports Politico. According 
to a Washington Free Beacon 
study, about 179,000 aliens who 
have committed crimes roam 
the United States. Trump’s 
fi rst target in his activist anti-
illegal alien policy is the ex-
pulsion of criminal aliens.

Last year, Senate Demo-
crats successfully blocked the 
‘Stop Sanctuary Policies and 
Protect Americans Act.’ Sen. 
David Vitter, (R-Louisiana) 
who sponsored the legisla-
tion, pointed to the extraordi-
nary danger posed by crimi-
nal aliens. Taxpayers in those 
cities have complained also 
of the unmanageable costs of 
providing education and other 
basic services to illegals.  

Congressional legislation 

occurred in the wake of the 
nationally reported murder 
of a young woman, Kathryn 
Steinle in San Francisco, al-
legedly by an illegal who had 
already been deported fi ve 
times. The bill would have 
made it unlawful for cities to 
refuse federal requests for no-
tifi cation before releasing il-
legals, and the stopping of fed-
eral funds to localities that 
violate the law. Opponents of 
the president-elect’s plans ar-
gue that the White House does 
not the legal authority to with-
hold funds unless specifi c au-
thorization exists.

According to the Congres-
sional Research Service “The 
term ‘sanctuary city’ is not 
defi ned by federal law, but it 
is often used to refer to those 
localities which, as a result of 
a state or local act, ordinance, 
policy, or fi scal constraints, 
place limits on their assis-
tance to federal immigration 
authorities seeking to appre-
hend and remove unauthor-
ized aliens. 

Supporters of such policies 
argue that many cities have 
higher priorities, and that lo-
cal efforts to deter the pres-
ence of unauthorized aliens 
would undermine community 
relations, disrupt municipal 
services, interfere with local 
law enforcement, or violate 
humanitarian principles.Op-
ponents argue that sanctuary 
policies encourage illegal im-
migration and undermine fed-
eral enforcement efforts. Pur-
suant to § 434 of the Personal 

Responsibility and Work Op-
portunity Reconciliation Act 
of 1996 (PRWORA, P.L. 104-
193) and § 642 of the Illegal 
Immigration Reform and Im-
migrant Responsibility Act 
of 1996 (IIRIRA, P.L. 104-208), 
states and localities may not 
limit their governmental en-
tities or offi cers from main-
taining records regarding a 
person’s immigration status, 
or bar the exchange of such 
information with any federal, 
state, or local entity.  

Reportedly, some jurisdic-
tions with sanctuary policies 
take a “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
approach, where offi cials are 
barred from inquiring about 
a person’s immigration sta-
tus in certain circumstances. 
Though this method does not 
directly confl ict with federal 
requirements that states and 
localities permit the free ex-
change of information regard-
ing persons’ immigration 
status, it results in specifi ed 
agencies or offi cers lacking 
information that they could 
potentially share with federal 
immigration authorities.”

On the other side of the is-
sue, Zero Hedge reports that 
Texas governor Greg Abbott 
vowed to sign legislation ban-
ning sanctuary cities in Texas 
and to issue orders to cut off 
funding to dissenters.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

On Tuesday, December 
27, the night of the 4th Cha-
nukah candle, at 7:15 p.m., 
the Van Cortlandt Jewish 
Center is having a free Cha-
nukah Celebration  at VCJC, 
3880 Sedgwick Avenue. 

There will musical en-
tertainment by David Jo-

seph of David’s Piano. 
Food will include latkes 

and jelly donuts.
 They will have a raffl e 

for adults and games and 
prizes for children. 

Everyone is invited.
 For further information 

call VCJC at (718) 884-6105.

Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 
free Chanukah Celebration
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NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

We Take E.B.T. CARD

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT

 LBS...........................  each

BABY LOBSTER TAILS
......................................... each

 
.

3  each

  each

 each 

  each

 each

 each

BRAZIL LOBSTER TAILS

OCTOPUS SPANISH
..................................

 

LBS.................................................

BACALAO LB.BAG

SOAKED OR DRY............................

KING CRAB CT ..............

KING CRAB LEGS CT ...... 

ANCHOVIES FLAT FILETS ...  

 LBS.............  each

CT

 LBS.........................

PLEASE ORDER FRESH FISH
24 HOURS IN ADVANCENEW YORKS LARGEST SELECTION

  CT ............ 

HOLIDAY 
SPECIALS

 
CT

CT ............
CT ...............
CT ..............

CT ........................

CT ..........................

LARGE  CT ...............................  

CT ..............................  

 CT .............

MEAT & DELI FRESH SEAFOOD
AVAILABLE

NOW TAKING
HOLIDAY ORDERS

PRIME RIB ROAST PORK SPIRAL HAMS FILLET MIGNON

ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT SEASONED AND TIED FREE

TILAPIA FILET
OZ .............................
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The Throggs Neck community had a merry time celebrating the holiday season with 
a Christmas tree lighting sponsored by Assemblyman Michael Benedetto on Sunday, 
December 4 at DeRosa and O’Boyle Triangle. Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus traveled all 
the way from the North Pole to meet local children and help distribute gifts supplied 
by the Throggs Neck Merchants Association.          All photos by Silvio Pacifi co

TN Christmas Tree Lighting Brightens Spirits

(Top) Santa, Mrs. Claus and the St. Benedict Children’s Choir wished 
everyone the most happiest and healthiest of holidays this season.

(Top right) North Pole natives Mrs. Claus and her husband, Santa, 
delivered holiday cheer to local children and their families.

(right) Laiba Mahmood helped Santa distribute 
presents to all of the good boys and girls.

(middle right) Budding artist Melina Aponte received 
a new drawing board from jolly old St. Nick.

(bottom right) (l-r) Santa’s helpers from Lehman High 
School: Miguel Martinez, Kalitri Grant, Ashley Resto, 
Carl Acevedo, Miguel Martinez and Jackie Han cel-
ebrated the Yuletide in style.

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj emceed 
this year’s Christmas tree lighting cel-
ebration.

((below) back, l-r) John Cerini, TNMA trea-
surer; Stephen Kaufman, TNMA president; 
John Marano, Community Board 10 fi rst 
vice chairman and Anne Myers, director 
of music and St. Benedict’s Church Youth 
Choir with Santa, Mrs. Claus and St. Bene-
dict’s Children’s Choir members.
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Apply
Now!

NYSCAS

Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s 
and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area. 

Think college, think NYSCAS. A division of Touro College. 

 

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit: www.touro.edu

CHOOSE FROM CAREER-FOCUSED MAJORS INCLUDING:

Clement O.
B.A. | NYSCAS ’16

Customer Support Web Team
NYC Dept. of Transportation

←

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

855.21.TOURO (855.218.6876)    

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

212.463.0400 x5500
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Andrea Seigel (back, l), Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association president; Tony Signorile (back, c), MPCA 
president; Bharati Kemraj (r), Bharati Foundation founder and local children enjoyed some fi ne reading with 
jolly old St. Nick. Photo by Laura Stone

The Bharati Foundation and Morris Park Community Association celebrated the holiday season by hosting a 
fun-fi lled ‘Books with Bharati’ book reading celebration on Friday, December 9 at the MPCA’s 1824 Bronxdale 
Avenue clubhouse. Santa Claus paid a surprise visit to meet with children and their families at the event prov-
ing reading is more than just fundamental. 

MORRIS PARK ASSOC. HOSTS ‘BOOKS WITH BHARATI’
Safi re Brian (l) and Justin Cruz (r) told Santa what they want for Christ-
mas this year. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Riverbay Corporation celebrated its annual Co-op City Christmas 
Tree Lighting on Wednesday, December 7 at Dreiser Auditorium B. Chil-
dren and their familie met with the always jolly Santa Claus prior to the 
holiday.

CO-OP CITY CELEBRATES
TREE LIGHTING

Borough President Diaz joined others for a fun-fi lled and relaxing spa 
day. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Charito Cisneros, Hispanic Cosmetol-
ogy and Beauty Chamber of Commerce founder; MetroPlus and other 
volunteers partnered up to offer complimentary spa treatments to do-
mestic violence survivors on Tuesday, December 6 for the borough presi-
dent’s 14th annual Bronx DiVA Spa at Hostos Community College.

DIAZ HOSTS BRONX DIVA SPA EVENT

American Legion members pro-
vided hospitalized veterans some 
much needed holiday cheer. 
 Photo courtesy of John Fraser Bryan 
American Legion Post 19

Members of various Bronx-based 
American Legion posts distributed 
holiday gifts to veterans undergo-
ing hospitalization at the James 
J. Peters VA Hospital on Saturday, 
December 3.

AMERICAN 
LEGION 

DISTRIBUTES 
GIFTS
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(l-r) Post 19’s Earl Menard, Robert Da Silva, John Pucci and Edward Deglomini gave back by 
helping veterans celebrate the holiday season. 
 Photo courtesy of John Fraser Bryan American Legion Post 19

During this year’s season of giving, the John Fraser Bryan American Legion Post 19 gave 
back to hospitalized veterans by donating holiday decorations to the James J. Peters VA 
Hospital on Saturday, December 3.

POST 19 BRINGS HOLIDAY 
DECORATIONS TO VETS

(l-r) Ben Duster, CenterLight CEO; Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Etwaria Bickram, PACE 
participant; Karen Eastmond, CenterLight chief compliance offi cer and Alvin Empalmado, 
CenterLight vice president of Center Operations. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Former post commander John Lanci was ready to help distribute plentiful Thanksgiving 
meals. Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

The Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 and Acacia Network director Ravi Ramp-
ersaud delivered 18 turkeys with bags fi lled with everything needed to make a delicious 
Thanksgiving dinner for veteran families in need on Wednesday, November 16.

KORONY DISTRIBUTES THANKSGIVING MEALS

CenterLight Healthcare and its transportation partner, National MedTrans helped spread 
warmth this holiday season by distributing fl eece blankets to CenterLight PACE program 
participants on Thursday, December 8 at 2401 White Plains Road. Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
and Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. joined CenterLight and National MedTrans senior 
executives in offering warm holiday wishes to the PACE participants.

HOLIDAY FLEECE BLANKET GIVEAWAY

Borough President Diaz (l) gave Miguel Matos a brand new fl eece blanket. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Children in Leake and Watts programs received toys from Santa at a toy 
drive event. Photo courtesy of Leake and Watts Children enjoyed story time during the holiday festival. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

With the holidays soon approaching , children ages two to four-years-old 
at Leake and Watts’ Seabury Day Care Center for low-income families re-
ceived a special visit from Ernst and Young employees bearing hundreds 
of gifts on Wednesday, December 7.

GIFTS FOR LEAKE & WATTS KIDS

With the holidays soon approaching, children from the Castle Hill and Soundview area celebrated the season at 
the Leake and Watts hosts ‘Holiday Festival’ on Saturday, December 10 at Soundview Family Resource Center. 
The festivities included music, arts and crafts, stories, treats and a free stocking stuffer for all the children. 

LEAKE AND WATTS CELEBRATE HOLIDAY FESTIVAL

Members of Transportation Alternatives and Concourse House worked together to make this year’s holiday toy drive possible. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

During this year’s season of giving, Transportation Alternatives Bronx Activist Committee organized a toy drive benefi tting Concourse House on Saturday, December 10. Located at 2751 
Grand Concourse, Concourse House is a transitional housing shelter for women and children ages nine and younger. Council members Ritchie Torres, Fernando Cabrera and Andrew Cohen 
were in attendance and helped spread holiday cheer to Concourse House residents in need.

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES HOSTS CONCOURSE HOUSE TOY DRIVE
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

IGRT RADIATION THERAPY
RADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY
IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

2330 Eastchester Road

(718) 732-4000   Fax: (718) 881-0092

www.EastchesterCenter.com
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(l-r) Castle Hill residents Juan Carlos DeJesus, Sahil DeJesus, Eduardo Rojas, Ethan Rojas 
and Elianna Rojas enjoyed meeting Santa Claus this holiday season. Photo by Laura Stone

Throggs Neck families and their children met Santa Claus at the Throggs Neck Shopping 
Center on Sunday, December 11 to let him know what they want for the holidays. If interested 
in meeting Santa, stop by Throggs Neck Shopping Center on Saturday, December 17 and 
Sunday, December 18 from 2 to 7 p.m.

SANTA VISITS TN SHOPPING CTR.

The Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance celebrated the holiday season with its radiant Christmas Tree Lighting on Sunday, December 11 at Convent Cross on Van Nest Avenue between Union-
port Road and Victor Street. Santa Claus was in town and stopped by to deliver gifts to all the good boys and good during the festivities.

VNNA HOSTS CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

Van Nest resident Lyra Medino (r) enjoyed some hot co-
coa with Santa Claus. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Fr. Robert Aufi eri, St. Clare’s Church pastor; Councilman Ritchie Torres; Joe McManus, 80th As-
sembly District and Community Board 11 Land Use Committee chairman and John Messenger, VNNA treasurer, braved the cold.
 Photo by Laura Stone

Veterans of Throggs Neck American Legion Post 1456 and veterans from the Bronx VA Hos-
pital had lunch together this holiday season. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Throggs Neck Memorial American Legion Post 1456 celebrated its festive holiday luncheon on 
Saturday, December 10 for Bronx VA Hospital veterans at its 1456 Shore Drive clubhouse.

TN MEMORIAL POST SERVES HOLIDAY LUNCH

Those being honored were (l-r) Sergeant Gonzalo Du-
ran, Joseph Ronda, Neva Shillingford-King, Kenny Ag-
osto, and Councilman Andy King with honorees Anna 
Archible, Carmen Rosa Rodriguez and Leroy ‘Archie’ 
Archible. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

In honor of the 75th anniversary of the Pearl Harbor 
attack, a Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day recognizing 
local veteran activist leaders was held on Wednesday, 
December 7 at the Gasolina Bar and Lounge.

VETS HONORED ON
 PEARL HARBOR DAY
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (front, 4th from l) with the night’s honorees and Bronx Family Court Bar Association Board members. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Bronx Family Court Bar Association toasted a few distinguished individuals at its fourth annual Holiday Dinner on Thursday, December 8 at Maestro’s Caterers. This year’s honorees 
included Bronx Family Court judge Ruben Martino; Bronx Family Court NYC court offi cer Janine Pezzoni; Richard Bara, Esq., Bronx Family Court 18B Panel; D. Antoinette Kirwan, Esq., Legal 
Aid Society of New York Juvenile Rights Practice attorney and Stephanie Oates, Esq., NYC Children’s Services senior team leader.

BRONX FAMILY COURT BAR ASSOC. SERVES HOLIDAY DINNER

The owners and staff of McCall’s Bronxwood Funeral Home commemorated their remarkable milestone at the Eastwood Manor. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator-elect Jamaal Bailey (r) congratu-
lated James Alston, McCall’s Bronxwood 
Funeral Home owner, on his business’ many 
years of service. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The McCall’s Bronxwood Funeral Home commemorated its 50th anniversary with a Black Tie Christmas Gala on Saturday, December 10 at Eastwood Manor Caterers. McCall’s made a 
$50,000 donation to the North Bronx Section of the National Council of Negro Women to continue its success for years to come.

MCCALL’S BRONXWOOD FUNERAL HOME CELEBRATES 50TH

Korean War veteran, Bob Forsberg remem-
bered listening to FDR’s Day of Infamy 
speech on the radio, the day after the Pearl 
Harbor attack, when he was eight-years-old 
living in Edgewater. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Veterans from the Throggs Neck Memorial Post 1456, Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 and Silver Beach American Legion Post 1371 marked the 75th anniversary of the Pearl 
Harbor attack on Wednesday, December 7 at Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park.

VETERANS REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

Veterans from the Throggs Neck, Silver Beach and Theodore Korony American Legion remembered those lost in the Pearl Harbor attack 75 
years later. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &

THE BARBER

The Throggs Neck Mall

3602 E. Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. 
Ft. Lot Looking Over The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 
Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living 
And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. Garage And 
Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heat-
ing And Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. 
Hardwood Floors With Dark Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part 
Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio Doors And Windows. 
The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99

Khakis
and

Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Morris Park Avenue.  1390 Sq. Ft. Whitebox, perfect for Offi ce or Medical.
Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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Shamrock Inn owners Chris (front, r) and Rosetta Lawless (front, l) celebrated the milestone 
with friends, John and Maureen Murphy. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Kyle Mahoney, Dominic Dillon, Katherine McDonald, Sean Wallace and Michelle Wallace 
toasted to many more years of success for the Shamrock Inn. Photo by Laura Stone

Patrons and staff at the Shamrock Inn toasted the Pelham Bay establishment’s 20th anniversary on Saturday, December 10. Friends and families visited the popular 1729 Crosby Avenue 
watering hole to commemorate its incredible milestone and service to the community.

SHAMROCK INN TOASTS 20TH ANNIVERSARY

(l-r) ‘The Abuelas’ Warixi Soto, Elena ‘Mamarazzi’ Marrero and Olga Huraira Ayala attended the fun-fi lled book launch 
celebration. Photo by Laura Stone

Evelyn Correa (r) got a copy of ‘The Abuela Stories Project’ signed 
by author, Peggy Robles-Alvarado. Photo by Laura Stone

Award-winning poet and author Peggy Robles-Alvarado debuted her third book, ‘The Abuela Stories Project’ with a book launch on Thursday, December 8 in the Bronx Museum of the Arts. 
Alvardo, one of this year’s Bronx Times 25 Bronx Infl uential Women honorees, partnered with Bronx-based visual artist and photographer Daisy Arroyo to capture grandmothers as artists, 
dancers, drummers and rebels redefi ning themselves. The project was made possible through Robleswrites Productions and public funds from the Bronx Council on the Arts through the 
Department of Cultural Affairs’ Greater New York Arts Development Fund Program.

‘ABUELA STORIES PROJECT’ BOOK LAUNCH

Santa sang along with the children from P.S. 59. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Barnabas Hospital, P.S. 59 students, se-
niors and Emerald Society of Band Pipers 
celebrated the hospital’s annual Christmas 
tree lighting ceremony on Friday, December 
9 inside Bronx Gardens nursing home’s main 
lobby.

ST. BARNABAS 
HOSTS TREE 

LIGHTING
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INCLUDES:

Car WashPelham Bay MCAMCAPelham Bay
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH

SUPER
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Why Drive?
For Information Call: 
Regency Transportation LTD. 
631.543.2500

www.Coachbus4u.com

For additional bus information 
call the Mohegan Sun Bus Marketing 
Department at 1.888.770.0140

Servicing

Suffolk County, Nassau 
County, Queens

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday Service

$45
Round Trip
Bus Fare

Why not extend your stay? 
Visit mymohegansun.com to view 
your hotel rates.

OUR BUS IS 
YOUR BEST BET.

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE! 
$15 Meal/Retail Coupon

One $10 Bet Coupon & One $15 Free Bet

• NYBG Orchid Show.......................................................77

• St. Ann’s 175th Anniversary.........................................77

• Do You Remember - Mott Haven Soldier................75

Latin American Art Biennial at Hebrew Home

uz Severino (Dominican Republic), Ojalá que llueva café (Hope it rains coffee), n.d., oil on canvas, 40 x 30 
inches.

Derfner Judaica Museum + 
The Art Collection at Hebrew 
Home at Riverdale, 5901 Pali-
sade Avenue, announces that 
they are once again a venue 
for the Bronx Latin American 
Art Biennial. The paintings 
and photographs of seven art-
ists are on view in the Elma 
and Milton A. Gilbert Pavil-
ion Gallery at Hebrew Home 
at Riverdale, including Sam 
Checo (Dominican Repub-
lic), Eston Clare Jr. (Ecuador/
Puerto Rico), Marie Court 
(Puerto Rico), Violeta Guz-
man (Puerto Rico), Madelin 
Martinez (Cuba), Johnny Se-
gura (Dominican Republic), 
and Luz Severino (Dominican 
Republic).

This year’s Biennial fea-
tures 245 works by 150 artists 
curated across ten exhibition 
spaces in New York City. 

The theme of the show, 
“Yo soy una de esas personas 

que…” / “I am one of those 
people that…” addresses the 
intensely personal nature of 
the creative process, and how 
intellectual autonomy func-
tions within the context of so-
cial issues. 

The artworks included in 
the multi-venue exhibition are 
executed in diverse media, in-
cluding installation, painting, 
photography, mixed media, 
and sculpture. 

The Biennial works in-
stalled at the Hebrew Home 
will be on view through De-
cember 31. 

A closing reception with 
the artists will take place on 
Sunday, December 18, from 3 
to 5 p.m. in the Gilbert Pavil-
ion Gallery, lobby level. 

Free and open to the pub-
lic. 

R.S.V.P. art@hebrewhome.
org or (718) 581-1596.

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director
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Mott Haven soldier awarded Medal of Honor
I was traveling around Mott 

Haven with Nick DiBrino and 
we stopped for a closer inspec-
tion of Lozada Playground. It’s 
slightly over an acre in size but 
seems far more spacious due to 
its positioning and the inclu-
sion of benches outside on the 
sidewalk. It is located on the 
north side of East 135th Street 
between Willis and Alexander 
avenues just east of the Jona-
than D. Hyatt School. We were 
there on February 20 and 
nary a soul was in sight. That 
surprised me as it was a holi-
day, President’s Day, and the 
weather was fair. 

PFC Carlos J. Lozada cer-
tainly earned the distinction of 
having this playground named 
in his honor. Carlos was born 
on September 6, 1946 in Caguas, 
Puerto Rico, which is in the 
central mountain range about 
20 miles south of San Juan. 

His family moved to the 
Bronx in the early 1950s and 
Carlos attended local schools 
graduating in 1966 and then 
married his high school sweet-
heart in 1966. 

He joined the U. S. Army 
hoping that the GI benefi ts 
would help with a college edu-

cation. 
He was sent to Vietnam on 

June 11, 1967 assigned to Com-
pany A, 2nd Battalion, 503 In-
fantry, 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade. 

This is the brigade given 
the nickname “The Herd” from 
the days when the theme song 
of the western television show 
“Rawhide” was used for rev-
eille. Can you imagine being 
awoken each morning to the 
sound of thousands of cattle 
charging along?

 The brigade was assigned 
to secure Hill 875 at Dak To, 
Vietnam on November 19, 1967. 
Hill 875 gets its name from its 
height above sea level in me-
ters (875 meters is equivalent 
to about 2871 feet). It is located 
just off the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
less than fi ve miles from the 
Cambodian border. It was sup-
posed to be defended by one 
company of regular North Viet-
namese troops but it turned out 
to be the overwhelming force of 

two regiments. It was a battle 
that dragged on for about fi ve 
days costing many American 
lives. What was supposed to 
be a skirmish turned into one 
of the fi ercest battles of the en-
tire war. 

 Lozada was one of the four 
soldiers assigned to an early 
warning outpost on November 
20. He was a machine gunner 
and was defending his outpost 
when it was attacked by the 
largeforce of North Vietnam-
ese. 

They just kept coming to the 
point where Lozada killed at 
least 20 himself, but more and 
more kept pouring in. 

He warned those with him 
to withdraw and offered to give 
them cover. 

He remained at his position 
knowing that death was in-
evitable but allowing his com-
rades an opportunity to fi nd 
better cover. 

He died so that others might 
live and their mission might be 

I took this picture of historian and author Nicholas DiBrino posing in front 
of Lozada Playground on President’s Day while scouting for changes in 
the area.  The playground is located on the north side of East 135th Street 
between Willis and Alexander avenues. 

accomplished. 
Hill 875 would be secured by 

American forces, but at a heavy 
price. 

According to John Mc-
Manus in his book “Grunts,” 
290 men ascended Hill 875 on 
November 20 and by the end of 
that day, 100 were dead and 50 
wounded. 

 PFC Carlos James Lozada 
was awarded the Medal of 
Honor for his valor, a rare priv-
ilege and one well-deserved. 

There is a monument of re-
membrance in front of the capi-
tol building in San Juan dedi-

cated to that island’s fallen 
heroes and PFC Lozada’s name 
can be found thereon. 

An oil portrait of him hangs 
in the Capitol Rotunda. He is 
also on the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall at Panel 30E-
Row 045. 

The Bronx named the play-
ground on East 135th Street af-
ter him on November 21, 1987. 

It was re-dedicated when 
the playground was recon-
structed in 1995. Further im-
provements were made in 2007. 
Today it could serve as a model 
play area for our youngsters.

REPRINTED FROM 3/1/2012



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 16-22, 201676    BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 16-22, 2016 77  BTR

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY
Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time 
of service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. 

Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Cleaning Completed By 1/15/16
Promo Code: 25NP

$25 OFF
ANY CLEANING SERVICE

FOR A CLEANER  HEALTHIER HOME™

1-800-STEEMER®  |   stanleysteemer.com

CARPET  •  TILE & GROUT  •  HARDWOOD  •  UPHOLSTERY  •  AREA RUG

The Bronx Arts and Sci-
ence Charter School is pro-
posed to open in September of 
2018, pending approval from 
the New York State Depart-
ment of Education.  

The school welcomes all 
students to fi nd out more in-
formation and apply to the  
school at http://thebronx-
charter.org/  

The school will be located 
in Community District 10 and 
will serve 180 students with 
an enrollment of 60 students 
per grade level in kindergar-
ten through grade 2 in its fi rst 
year of operation. 

One additional grade will 
be added each subsequent 
year until the school reaches 
a total enrollment of 420 stu-
dents, serving 60 students per 
grade level in kindergarten 
through grade 5.

 The mission of the Bronx 
Arts and Science Charter 
School is to provide a high 
quality education in a digital 
learning environment to em-
power students to meet and 
surpass grade level standards 
and succeed in college and ca-
reers.  

The founders of Bronx 
ASCS believe that excel-

lent teaching combined with 
proper technology integra-
tion empowers all students to 
learn and achieve at the high-
est possible level.  

Technology integration 
will be at the forefront of 
all educational programs at 
Bronx ASCS.  Classrooms will 
be fi tted with Smart Boards, 
refl ective cameras, digital 
classroom response systems 
and digital pens. 

Curricula will be accessed 
online and digital platforms 
will be used to enhance and 
personalize student learning.

 The school will have high 

expectations for students but 
will be coupled with robust 
supports and interventions 
to ensure student success.  
Through sustained, ongoing 
and intensive professional 
development opportunities, 
teachers will receive the 
training and support needed 
to positively impact student 
learning and outcomes. 

 Multiculturalism and di-
versity are highly valued and 
students will be exposed to 
different cultures through 
Celebration Days and Sum-
mer Programs. 

Students will be able to 

choose from a variety of af-
terschool clubs and students 
who excel will have the op-
portunity to participate in 
national competitions.

 The school recognizes 
that schools are anchors in 
the community. Bronx ASCS 
will foster school, family and 
community collaboration/ 
involvement with a focus on 
parent programs and com-
munity outreach.  

The Bronx Arts and Sci-
ence Charter School looks 
forward to serving the 
Bronx community starting 
in 2018!

Proposed Bronx Arts & Science Charter School 

The New York Botanical Garden 
celebrates its 15th year of spectacular 
orchid exhibitions with The Orchid Show: 
Thailand, an homage to the wealth of or-
chids, acclaimed tropical gardens, re-
nowned orchid breeding, and rich cultural 
history of this Southeast Asian nation, 
which is home to more than 1,200 native 
orchid species. 

From February 18 through April 9, 
2017, this year’s Orchid Show will feature 
thousands of orchids in a classic Thai 
garden setting. The grand centerpiece of 
the design will be the façade of a sala, 
a traditional pavilion used for shade and 
relaxation, with a signature sweeping ga-
bled roofl ine festooned with exquisite or-
chids.

The show’s design in the Seasonal 
Exhibition Galleries of NYBG’s Enid 
A. Haupt Conservatory recalls the an-
cient Thai garden tradition of mai dat, in 
which trees and shrubs are pruned and 
trained over time to form fanciful shapes. 
Throughout the exhibition, small ponds 
and pools—historical features of Bud-
dhist monastery gardens in Thailand—
create a tranquil atmosphere. Colorful 
fl owers will fl oat in large glazed water 
jars, providing an emphemeral moment 
of beauty and refl ection. 

An astonishing array of orchids on 
view will include some of the varieties 
that have helped Thailand earn its inter-
national reputation as a center for orchid 
horticulture and breeding. It is now world 
famous for breeding Vanda orchids, 

whose large patterned blooms are popu-
lar in Thai gardens and homes, as well as 
an extraordinary variety of Dendrobium, 
another genus grown widely in Thai-
land that offers a uniquely tropical qual-
ity with cane-like stems resembling bam-
boo. Paphiopedilum orchids, which grow 
in Thailand’s highest mountain forests, 
captivate with their unusual and beautiful 
pouch-shaped lips.

To create this irresistible paradise of 
fragrance and color, NYBG horticultur-
ists assemble thousands of fl owers from 
the garden’s research collections as well 
as the fi nest growers across the country. 
Orchids of seemingly every conceivable 
color, shape, and provenance, including 
rare and iconic specimens, will be on dis-
play.

Complementary programming, includ-
ing tours and demonstrations, enhance 
the exhibition. Orchid Evenings, one of 
New York City’s most romantic date des-
tinations, bring a nighttime experience to 
The Orchid Show: Thailand, as guests 
stroll through the beauty of the exhibition 
with cocktail in hand while music plays. 
On select evenings, visitors can upgrade 
their experience with entry into the Young 
Garden Circle Orchid Lounge. Upgraded 
ticket holders will enjoy skip-the-line ac-
cess to the exhibition, and a private open 
bar, complimentary light bites, and spe-
cial DJ in an exclusive space among the 
orchids in the Conservatory’s stunning 
Aquatic Plants and Vines Gallery. Young 
Garden Circle Members should contact 

the Garden Patrons Offi ce at (718) 817-
8553 or ygcevents@nybg.org to reserve 
their complimentary tickets to these 
events.

For more information about the Or-
chid Show: Thailand and to purchase 
tickets, visit the Garden’s Web site, www.
nybg.org.

* * *
St. Ann’s Episcopal Church, built 

and donated by Gouverneur Morris Jr. in 
1840, has stood the test of time. St. Ann’s, 
once a modest community church, is 

now listed in the National Register of His-
toric Places and is designated as a New 
York City historic landmark. In honor of 
St. Ann’s Church’s 175th birthday, BCHS 
Educator Vivian Davis will chronicle the 
Morris family’s history and activism in the 
Bronx and the surviving legacy St. Ann’s 
Church. This lecture will be held at the 
Bronx County Archives 3313 Bainbridge 
Avenue, on Saturday, December 17, at 1 
p.m. For directions,  (718) 881-8900. The 
Bronx County Archives is wheelchair ac-
cessible.

NYBG Orchid Show; St. Ann’s 175th anniversary
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The Southern Boulevard Business Improvement District helped local children stay warm this winter season with its fi fth annual Children’s Coat Giveaway and Coat Drive on Saturday, 
December 10 at Ponce de Leon Bank on 980 Southern Boulevard. Volunteers who helped make this drive possible included Souther Boulevard BID executive director Marques Payne, Ponce 
de Leon Bank staff, 41st Precinct police offi cers, MAS Productions and residents.

SOUTHERN BOULEVARD BID’S CHILDREN’S COAT DRIVE

Volunteers from different local organizations helped children keep warm this season with brand new winter coats. Photo courtesy of Southern Boulevard BID

Councilman Vacca (2nd from l) and Rev. Berberis (r) thanked Stamatis Ghikas and Anne 
Prokop for their service. Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s Offi ce

Councilman James Vacca attended the Hellenic Community of Zoodohos Peghe and the 
Greek American Institute’s Service Awards Luncheon on Sunday, December 4. Vacca joined 
Rev. Sylvester Berberis in honoring Stamatis Ghikas, Hellenic American Chamber executive 
director and Anne Prokop, Greek American Institute principal, for their years of service.

VACCA ATTENDS 
GAI SERVICE AWARD LUNCHEON

Shamrock Inn co-owner Rosetta Lawless accepted the check from Tony Ferrara, post mem-
ber and American Legion adjutant. Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

Shamrock Inn co-owner Rosetta Lawless was named the winner of the Theodore Korony 
American Legion Post 253’s Veterans’ Day 50/50 Raffl e. As a sign of gratitude, Lawless do-
nated the $300 back to fund the annual Bronx Veterans’ Day Parade in Throggs Neck.

50/50 WINNER DONATES TO TN VETS PARADE
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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“I told them, they’re too young to feel pressure 
at this point. Just have fun. I’ll take the pressure 
and have the heart attack on the sideline.”
JOE LODS   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89

BY LAURA AMATO
Jeff Neubauer was actu-

ally feeling pretty good at half-
time. 

And then the second half 
happened and the Ford-
ham men’s basketball coach 
watched his squad fall into 
mistakes and miscues, drop-
ping a lopsided 90-62 show-
ing to St. John’s on Dec. 8 in 
Queens. 

“What they did in the fi rst 
half was expected. They made 
some shots, they’re very good 
shooters and they had a good 
plan attacking our defense,” 
Neubauer said. “Their value 
for the ball was pretty darn 
good. When they continued 
to do that in the second half, 
that’s when we’ve been able to 
turn that one over.”

The Red Storm rolled from 

the get-go, sparked by the dom-
inant performance of fresh-
man guard Shamorie Ponds 
who notched a game-high 26 
points and nine assists. Ford-
ham, clawed back to make it a 
one-point game with just over 
three minutes left in the fi rst 
half and the Rams felt fairly 
confi dent they could turn the 
tide. 

St. John’s, however, had 
other plans. Sophomore guard 
Federico Mussini notched a 
three-point play just before the 
buzzer, giving the Red Storm 
a nine-point cushion at the 
break. 

The Rams still managed to 
fi nd the positives in the open-
ing 20 minutes – confi dent af-
ter shooting 41.4 percent from 
the fl oor and 40 percent from 
behind the arc. 

That confi dence took a de-
fi nitive hit in the second half 
as St. John’s opened up the 
period on a 15-to-4 point run, 
leaving Fordham searching 
for answers. 

“We expected them to play 
great and I really thought, 
even at halftime, we were down 
nine and we were in a good 
spot,” Neubauer said. “Give St. 
John’s credit, they continued 
to play at a high level.” 

The Red Storm continued 
to pull away down the stretch 
– going 18-for-27 in the second 
half and, by the fi nal whistle, 
shooting a blistering 58.2 per-
cent from the fl oor. 

Of course, Fordham’s de-
fensive gameplan regularly 
gives teams a chance to shoot 
that well – focused instead on 
quick-play and forcing turn-

overs – but the Rams defense 
struggled to keep up with St. 
John’s as the game went on. 

In fact, Fordham forced 
just 16 turnovers in the rivalry 
matchup, a low number for the 
squad this season. 

“We give up a high percent-
age every night and that’s part 
of our defensive philosophy,” 
Neubauer said. “However, we 
usually come away with a lot 
more steals.”

Chris Sengfelder led Ford-
ham on the box score with a 
team-high 20 points, while 
Nemanja Zarkovic and Javon-
tae Hawkins combined for 25 
points. Still, Neubauer was 
disappointed with his team’s 
collective play in the back-
court, struggling to hit its of-
fensive stride. 

“Our guards, in general, 

did not play very well and a 
lot of the credit probably goes 
to Shamorie Ponds,” Neu-
bauer said. “We saw him play 
in AAU, thought he was ter-
rifi c and he’s much better than 
that.”

The Rams cruised to a vic-
tory over St. John’s at Rose 
Hill Gymnasium last year and 
while Neubauer was certain 
that memory was in the collec-
tive mind of the Red Storm, he 
refused to use it as an excuse. 
There was a bit of emotion in 
this one, but there’s emotion in 
every game and, now, it’s sim-
ply about how Fordham recov-
ers. 

“That’s going to be the 
story of our season is our im-
provement,” Neubauer said. 
“We’ve got guys who are get-
ting better.”  

Fordham’s Javontae Hawkins tries to go up for a basket as the Rams fell to St. John’s at Carnesecca Arena on Dec. 9. Photo by Robert Cole

RAMS COME UP RAMS COME UP 
SHORT IN RIVALRY SHORT IN RIVALRY 
REMATCHREMATCH
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BY LAURA AMATO
It was a fantastic year for boys soc-

cer in the Bronx. 
Fordham Prep led the charge, post-

ing a perfect record in city play, clinch-
ing yet another Archdiocese champi-
onship and avenging last year’s city 
title loss with a penalty-kick victory 
over Regis. The Rams weren’t the only 
CHSAA squad to bring home titles. 
Both Cardinal Spellman and Cardi-
nal Hayes brought home hardware 
this fall, clinching, respectively, the 
‘A’ and ‘B’ intersectional champion-
ships. 

On the public school side of things, 
top-seeded Truman grabbed a city ti-
tle with a 3-2 victory over Laguardia 
in the ‘B’ fi nal. Bronx Science also im-
pressed in the ‘A’ division, making it 
to the quarterfi nals before falling to 
eventual champ MLK. 

Of course, the championships 
wouldn’t happen without the players. 
Here are the best of the best from the 
Bronx this fall:  

PLAYER OF THE YEAR
MICHEAL KENNEDY,

FORDHAM PREP

COACH OF THE YEAR
PETER MCNAMARA,

FORDHAM PREP
McNamara and the Rams have 

built a bit of a dynasty at Fordham 
Prep over the last few years, but this 
season was something particularly 
special. The Rams cruised to a perfect 
15-0 record in the regular season, scor-
ing fi ve or more goals in six different 
games, The focus, of course, was a city 
championship, but McNamara and his 
group were about more than just a ti-
tle. This group played together with 
ease, fi nding a rhythm from the very 
fi rst whistle this season and while 
it ended earlier than they hoped – in 
OT of the state semifi nals – what the 
Rams accomplished this season can’t 
be overstated. 

JORGE GONZALEZ,
FORDHAM PREP

He’s got soccer in his genes – his 
father is Real Madrid great Raúl – 
but Gonzalez proved his own worth 
this season. The sophomore forward 
racked up 17 goals, regularly beat-
ing opposing defenses with his speed 
and on-fi eld know-how. He was almost 
always in the right place at the right 
time. 

NICHOLAS KARKUT,
BRONX SCIENCE

The senior was an offensive force 
in his fi nal season on the high-school 
pitch, leading Bronx ‘A’ with 36 points 
in 13 regular season games. He was 
just as effi cient in the playoffs, adding 
another four goals and two assists in a 
pair of postseason tilts. 

ABOUBACAR KONATE,
JOHN F. KENNEDY

It wasn’t a dominant season for 

JKF, but Konate didn’t get the memo. 
The senior scored 11 goals and added 
six assists this year, good enough for 
second place in Bronx A scoring. 

DREW DWORKIN,
RIVERDALE

The center-mid sparked the Fal-
cons’ offensive efforts as the squad 
notched a regular season Ivy League 
title. Dworkin played across the fi eld, 
seemingly everywhere at once, but 
he was most affective on the attack, 
scoring 15 goals to go along with 11 as-
sists. 

MARCOS LEON,
CARDINAL SPELLMAN

The senior midfi elder scored a key 
goal in the Pilots 2-1 victory over St. 
Joseph by the Sea in the CHSAA ‘A’ 
city fi nal. The three-time all-league 
honoree also earned a spot on the 
Mayor’s Cup roster this fall. 

LUKE MCNAMARA,
FORDHAM PREP

A coach’s son who grew up around 
the game, McNamara was excel-
lent when it came to putting the ball 
right where it had to be. The senior 
midfi elder notched 14 goals and also 
helped set up his teammates on the 
rush with eight assists, regularly 
turning the fi eld and getting the Rams 
out in space. 

ETHAN YANG,
BRONX SCIENCE

The Wolverines offense took a good 
chunk of the spotlight this season – 

regularly notching lopsided victories 
during the year – but the defense was 
just as strong and Yang was the back-
bone of that line. The senior was an 
immovable force in front of the net, 
earning a spot in the Mayor’s Cup for 
his performance. 

SHANE QUEENAN,
FORDHAM PREP

The Rams defense frequently got 
overshadowed by its high-powered of-
fense, but Fordham Prep’s back line 
was just as strong as its front and 
Queenan was a big part of that. He was 
part of a squad that notched 13 shut-
outs, including a nine-game stretch 
during the regular season. 

ATEF FAYED,
BRONX SCIENCE

The two-year starter and captain 
was the undisputed leader of this 
years’ Wolverines squad. He gave 
up just three goals during the regu-
lar season, racking up a whopping 52 
saves as Bronx Science captured its 
third Bronx A division title in three 
years. He added eight more saves dur-
ing the postseason. 

HONORABLE MENTION
GK: Angel Tafoya,
Cardinal Spellman
D: James Rendon, Cardinal Hayes
F: Armando Bravo, Truman
F: Samuel Ruben, Bronx Science
F: Ardit Belegu, Columbus
M: Andre Wallfall, Clinton
M: Anthony Meja, James Monroe

2016 Bronx All-Area Boys Soccer All-Stars

Fordham Prep sophomore Jorge Gonzalez was an offensive force to be reckoned with this season and one of the best soccer players in the 
Bronx. Photo by Robert Cole

Director of Operations, Joe 
Desimone and chief Jerry Demers 
welcome all boys and girls ages 6 
to 13 to attend the Warriors Foot-
ball League’s Winter Recreation 
Program at Lehma High School.

Participants may register on-
site starting on Tuesday, January 
10 for ages 10 to 13.

Boys and girls may register on-
site starting Thursday, January 
12 for those 6 to 9 years of age.

The program will run for eight 
weeks.

Activities include basketball, 
touch football, dodgeball, kick-
ball, wiffl eball and skill contests.

Participants are divided into 
teams and participate in all sports 
regardless of their skill level.

T-shirts and awards are avail-
able for all players.

The program is held at the Le-
hman High School gym from 7 to 
8:30 p.m.

Bring a friend, get some ex-
ercise, and take a night off from 
video games.

The cost is $35 for all eight ses-
sions.

for further information call 
Jerry at (718) 829-7574,

Warriors Winter
Recreation
Program
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Velocity Track Club New York is 
Truly Blessed!  Thanks to the gener-
ous donations and some fundraising, 
we were able to purchase sweat suits 
for the entire team, without any cost 
to our parents.  This is something I 
prayed for and it was a awesome feel-
ing to see our children wearing their 
Royal Blue Velocity sweat suits at the 
CT Hawks Youth Developmental Meet.  
The last time we purchase sweat suits 
were in 2013 and the parents had to 
purchase their child’s suits.  So this is 
extra special to the parents, they can 
use their funds to pay for the meets 
and other things associated with track 
& fi eld.  We (Velocity TC) says thank 
you!

Wearing the new sweat suits must 
have brought additional pride to our 
children, because they performed ex-
tremely well on Sunday, December 
11th at the CT Hawks Youth Develop-
mental in New Haven CT.  This was 
an excellent meet with most of the top 
teams from Conn.  The meet was held 
at the Lovely Floyd Little Athletic Cen-
ter in New Haven Conn.  Plus they only 
charged $10 per athlete to compete in 3 
events.  That is truly a blessing, since 
some meets cost $8.00 for one event. 
The following events contested were: 

1500M Race Walk, 55 meter hurdles for 
all ages, 1500 meters race, 400 meters, 
55 meters dash, 800 meters, 200 meters 
and 3000 meters. Plus the Long Jump, 
High Jump, Shot Put and Pole Vault.  
The following VTC athletes fi nished in 
the top 3:  In our boy’s 5 & 6 years old di-
vision:  Our Grandson, Justyce Moore 
took 2nd in the 55 meter hurdles.  In 
the 55 meters dash, Justice Welling-
ton took 1st in the 400 meters, 2nd in 
the 200 meters and 3rd in the 200 me-
ters dash.  In the 7 & 8 girls and boys 
division: Kassir Gayle took 1st in the 
shot put and 2nd in the 55 meter dash. 
Pierce parker took 1st in the 800 me-
ters and 3rd in the 400 meter race.  Dil-
lon Hampton took 2nd in the 800 and 
400 meters dash.  In the 9 & 10 years old 
division:  Dakota Hickman took 2nd in 
the High Jump, Tiarra Jackson took 
1st in the 1500 meters Race Walk and 
Adonijah Washington took 2nd. Aysya 
Brown took 3rd in the 1500 meter race 
and Matthiaus Anderson took 2nd in 
the Shot Put.  In the 11 & 12 years old 
division:  Hannah Gadpalle showed off 
and showed out!  She won the 55 me-
ters, 200 meters and 400 meters race, 
plus she broke the meet record in all 
3 events!  Not to be denied his 3 in a 
row 1st place fi nish was Dontae Lindo, 

who won the 3,000 meters, 1500 meters 
and 800 meters race.  Plus he broke the 
meet record in the 1500 meters race.  
Jordon Ingram ran his personal best 
in the 3,000 meters for a 2nd place fi n-
ish and 3rd in the 1500 meter race.  Ju-
lian Caldwell took 3rd in a hard 800 
meters race and Kabir Gaybarik took 
3rd in the 400 meter race.   All athletes 
performed, especially our 7 & 8 girls 
Shyenne Blake and Miniya Fraser per-
forming Long Jump for the 1st time.  
Great Job!!

Our next meet will be the Colgate 
Women’s Games starting on Friday, 
December 16th, 17th & 18th. Plus our 
Boys will compete in the Armory Youth 
Meet on Sunday, December 18th.     

Velocity Track Club New York is 
a 501C3 Non for profi t.  100% of your 
donation will go to help our children.  
For additional information, you can 
go to our web site Velocitytrack.org or 
contact me, Coach Winston Dinkins at 
914-441-6196 or via email at watclt@aol.
com. 

Picture: VTC Athletes at the CT Hawks Meet wearing their Royal Blue Velocity sweat suits

Velocity Track Club New York highlights

BY LAURA AMATO
Jontai Williams had some fun. 
The Cardinal Hayes junior guard set 

his feet just outside the arc, called for 
the ball and let it fl y, almost, as soon as 
it hit his fi ngertips. 

It went in – and he couldn’t wipe the 
smile off his face. 

Williams scored the go-ahead three-
pointer with eight seconds left as Car-
dinal Hayes held on for an 87-84 victory 
over Bishop Loughlin on Dec. 9. 

“My teammates grabbed the ball 
and it was a great steal and they just 
looked up to me and found me,” Wil-
liams said. “I knocked down the shot.”
It was a game of swinging momentum 
as Hayes jumped out to a double-digit 
cushion early in the fi rst half, slowing 
down the Lions’ strong backcourt and 
bringing the defensive pressure from 
every angle. 

The Cardinals thought they had the 
game all but locked up heading into the 
fourth quarter, nursing a 20 point lead, 
but Loughlin refused to go down with-
out a fi ght. The Lions staged an improb-
able comeback in the fi nal eight min-
utes of play, clawing back to make it a 
six-point game with just under six min-
utes left. 

Hayes (4-0) tried to keep its collective 
cool on the court, but that proved diffi -
cult as foul trouble took its toll on the 
Cardinals’ roster. 

“It was crazy because we lost four 
guys. Four starters fouled out,” Hayes 

coach Joe Lods said. “I told them, they’re 
too young to feel pressure at this point. 
Just have fun. I’ll take the pressure and 
have the heart attack on the sideline.”

Hayes did its best to answer each one 
of the Lions’ offensive runs – sparked 

by power forward Terry Dawkins. The 
junior notched three different bucks to 
snap Loughlin streaks and helped keep 
his team in the game down the stretch. 

“I thought that every time they got a 
rum, I had to score to try and stop their 

momentum,” said Dawkins, who fi n-
ished with 16 points. “We didn’t want 
them to get on a big run and I really felt 
like I had to take a quick shot.”

Loughlin took a 79-78 lead with 59 
seconds left on the clock – on an Adrien 
Nuñez jumper – but Hayes answered 
right back, with the least-likely hero. 
Jeffrey Ramirez came off the bench to 
sink two key free throws. 

“He’s our twelfth guy,” Lods said. 
“To come in and make those free 
throws, that’s why I got to church on 
Sunday. That’s when the Lord repays 
me for my faith.”

Tyrese Gaffney put the Lions back 
up with a three-point play just seconds 
later, but the Hayes defense stood tall 
when it had to, forcing a pair of quick 
turnovers for two shots, including Wil-
liams’ trey.

Loughlin had a chance to tie it up af-
ter Keith Williams was fouled behind 
the arc, but the senior went 2-for-3 from 
the line. Williams, who fi nished with 
26 points, sealed the win with his own 
pair of free throws with just one second 
left. 

It wasn’t always easy – and it wasn’t 
always pretty, but after Hayes had gath-
ered its collective breath and lowered 
its collective heart rate, the Cardinals 
had to admit, it was pretty fun. 

“Coach always said to play with a lot 
of energy and we did that from the fi rst 
quarter to the fourth quarter,” Wil-
liams said. “It was great.”

Flying high: Hayes hoops hangs on for win at Loughlin

Cardinal Hayes’ Jontai Williams hit the go-ahead three pointer with just eight seconds left 
on the clock to lift his team to a win over Bishop Loughlin on Dec. 9. 
 Photo by Caleb Caldwell
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BY LAURA AMATO
Micheal Kennedy had a plan. 
As soon as the whistle sounded 

on last year’s CHSAA city champion-
ship, the Fordham Prep standout had 
just one thought – he wasn’t going to 
lose in that game again. 

So he didn’t. 
Kennedy started preparing for an-

other run at a city championship as 
soon as he walked off that fi eld, ze-
roed in on a championship and set-
tling in as the leader of the Rams. His 
plan worked. The senior goalkeeper 
was a force to be reckoned with this 
season and when it mattered most he 
made the saves, lifting Fordham Prep 
to an undefeated regular season and, 
most importantly, a city champion-
ship. 

It’s a performance that also earned 
Kennedy Bronx Times Player of the 
Year honors this season. 

“When we lost [the 2015 city cham-
pionship] game, it was tough, but I de-
cided then and there we had to win 
the next one,” Kennedy said. “We 
went into the preseason, worked hard 
and we didn’t look back from there.”

Kennedy led the Rams to a 15-0 
regular-season record, racking up 13 
shutouts. But it was his performance 
in the city championship that defi ned 
his fi nal high school season. Kennedy 
notched a handful of saves during 
regulation and two overtimes – his 
second straight OT performance – be-
fore hauling in a pair of saves in pen-
alty kicks, lifting Fordham Prep to a 
9-7 PK victory over Regis. 

“I love those situations,” Kennedy 
said. “That’s why I play soccer. You 
have those situations and you’ve got 

to step up. I was defi nitely really con-
fi dent at the time.

I just knew I was going to step up 
and our guys were going to kick good 
penalties. All I had to do was make a 
few saves.”

It was a performance that was, lit-
erally, years in the making. 

Kennedy grew up around athlet-
ics – playing any sport he could suit 
up for, including Irish football, but he 
only started focusing specifi cally on 
soccer two seasons ago. 

Once again, that focus was for one 
very specifi c reason. He wanted to 
win a city championship. 

“It was just the chance to really 
become successful and help the team 
become successful,” Kennedy said. “I 
wanted to have an impact and help set 
up my future.”

Kennedy couldn’t have asked for a 
better team than the group of guys he 
competed with this season. The Rams 
were a cohesive unit every time they 
stepped onto the fi eld, sparked by 
Kennedy’s shutdown performance 
in net and the senior keeper can’t re-
member ever having more fun play-
ing the game he loves. 

“It was really just an overall sense 
of buying into the team,” he said. “We 
went out there and we knew, no mat-
ter who the opponent was, we weren’t 
going to lose. It was just a decision 
and a determination to win.”

It didn’t end perfectly – a 1-0 OT 
loss to eventual state champion 
Chaminade in the semifi nals – but, a 
few weeks removed from that game, 
Kennedy can’t bring himself to be too 
disappointed. 

He did what he set out to do. He 

won a city championship and, now, 
as he turns his attention to the end of 
high school, he’s got a brand-new goal 
to focus on. 

And if there’s anything Kennedy 
is certain of, it’s that focus can make 

just about anything happen. 
“It’s just trying to fi nd a good col-

lege soccer fi t for me,” Kennedy said. 
“I’ve got a dream of being a college 
soccer player too and now that’s the 
focus. It’s non-stop.”

Focused on fi nal: Fordham 
Prep goalie’s laser focus 

leads to success

Fordham Prep senior Micheal Kennedy hauled in a pair of saves during penalty kicks to help 
lift the Rams to a dramatic city champinoship win over Regis this season. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Fordham Prep goalie Micheal Kennedy was the Rams’ unquestioned leader in net, leading 
the squad to a CHSAA city championship this fall Photo by Robert Cole
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ten years where I worked very closely 
with the local merchants and residents 
to better address their needs.” 

Marano currently serves as CB 
10’s fi rst vice chairman and was the 
board’s chairman for four years.

As councilman, Marano would in-
sist on a narcotics module for the 45th 
and 49th precincts to stop  illegal drug 
activity, bring more alternative en-
ergy resources and programs to own-
ers of both private and multiple dwell-
ings and address the lack of parking 

while working closely with property 
owners throughout the district’s com-
mercial strips to continue attracting 
businesses needed in the communi-
ties.

Colombian born Alex Gomez was 
raised in the Mount Hope section of 
the Bronx before moving to Throggs 
Neck a decade ago.

For the last 18 years, he has been 

Five candidates announce for 13th Council seat
From page 1

employed in the social services fi eld 
and currently serves as a Phipps 
Neighborhoods director.

“Out of all the candidates, I’m the 
lesser known, but I am the one furthest 
away from the political machine who 
can bring fresh ideas to our communi-
ties and the city,” said Gomez.

If elected, Gomez would support tax 
breaks to small business owners and 
homeowners, bring more social ser-
vices to the district and the city and 
create programs for people to become 
better educated on environmental is-
sues.

City Island resident John Doyle, has 
listed seven policy platforms including 
ethics in government, transportation, 
education and the environment.

His resume includes serving on 
45th Precinct Community Council, 
City Island Civic Association, Coun-
cilman Ritchie Torres’ treasurer and 
Senator Jeff Klein’s community af-
fairs director.

If elected, Doyle would work to ren-

ovate the Pelham Bay IRT train sta-
tion and improve traffi c in the sur-
rounding area, institute participatory 
budgeting allowing residents a direct 
say in how their tax dollars are spent 
in their community and hold annual 
town hall meeting in every commu-
nity for residents to express their con-

cerns directly to their local represen-
tative. 

Vacca has endorsed CB 10 member 
and 82nd Assembly  Female District 
Leader Marjorie Velazquez-Lynch in 
the race to succeed him.

“Marjorie will be a forward-look-
ing, effective advocate for our chil-
dren and seniors in the City Council,” 
Vacca said.

The Throggs Neck resident will fo-
cus on improving education at local 
schools, protecting healthcare access 
and expanding public transportation 
in the ‘transit desert’ community.

Council District 13 encompasses 
Pelham Bay, Throggs Neck, Water-
bury-LaSalle, Country Club, Spencer 
Estate, Westchester Square, Edgewa-
ter Park, Silver Beach, Locust Point, 
Pelham Gardens, City Island, Aller-
ton, Pelham Parkway North and South 
and Morris Park.

Next year’s City Council primary, 
as well as races for citywide offi ce, are 
set for Tuesday, September 12. 

JOHN DOYLEJOHN MARANO

ALEX GOMEZ

MARJORIE VELAZQUEZ-LYNCH

MARK GJONAJ

driver who allegedly did nothing while 
the attacks continued.

The notice of claim gives the MTA 
at least a month to review the situation 
before a lawsuit is fi led.

According to Seskin, the bus driver 
did not stop the bus to let the victims 
off. 

However, he said, the driver did 
stop between bus stops to let the al-
leged attackers off the bus.

At one point the alleged attackers 
tried to drag one of the girls off the bus 
and then stole her backpack contain-
ing a laptop, according to sources.

Seskin said at this point there is no 
way to change what happened to the 
girls.

“We can’t undo what’s been done,” 
said Seskin. “The civil legal system 
provides us a monetary remedy.”

Following the alleged attacks, 
elected offi cials - including Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr, assem-
blymembers Mark Gjonaj and Michael 
Bendetto, Senator Jeff Klein and Coun-
cilman James Vacca - are sending a let-

3 nabbed in bus assault; pols call for Bx8 ‘special’ arrangement
From page 1 ter to the MTA asking for safer condi-

tions for students on the bus route.
The letter points to an arrangement 

other schools have in which students 
are transported home by a dedicated 
bus which permits drop offs only.

The group is calling for a similar 
procedure.

The offi cials identifi ed the Bx12 
and Bx8 bus routes as the main routes 
St. Catharine Academy students use 
following dismissal.

The offi cials are asking that the 
special bus make all stops, foregoing 
Westchester Square. 

Elected offi cials plan to package the 
letter with two other letters calling for 
changes in response to the attacks.

(Right) According to police, on Tuesday, No-
vember 22, four white female St. Catharine 
Academy students were on board a BX8 bus 
near Middletown Road and Westchester Av-
enue where they were allegely attacked by 
three black teenage girls. 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 
Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 
our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’
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Remember, New Deductable Starts in 2017


