
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Just when it looked like there 

might not be holiday lights in 
Morris Park this year, the com-
munity rallied together and got 
them installed. 

The Morris Park Community 
Association reversed course on 
Thursday, December 1 after be-
ing encouraged to continue its 
fundraising drive for the holiday 
tradition, according to MPCA 
board members. 

The MPCA had suspended its 
efforts the day before because 
merchants weren’t responding in 
suffi cient numbers to cover the 
cost of the lights, said Tony Sing-
orile, MPCA president. 

Over the past two years, the 
community association has had 
to reach into its own coffers to 
cover shortfalls in the roughly 
$17,000 yearly effort, he said.

The MPCA got back into the 
holiday spirit after Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj implored them 
to continue the drive, and offered 
his own fi nancial help. 

“The fundraising for the lights 
is going to continue,” said Gjonaj. 
“We need business owners to 
come forward and participate in 
this; it is always the few who do 
the work of the many.”

The assemblyman said that 
he personally called New York 
Christmas, a lighting company 
in Hunts Point and explained 
that he, the community and other 
elected offi cials did not want 
Morris Park to be in the dark this 
holiday season. 

“This is a huge win for the 
community,” said Gjonaj. “The 
children don’t know where the 
lights come from. They are just 
happy the lights are up again.” 

After more donations came 
in, the MPCA was able to place a 
50% deposit and the lights were 
installed on Morris Park Ave-
nue and Williamsbridge Road by 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Keith Walton, deputy inspec-

tor of the 49th Precinct, had his 
fi rst hearing on Thursday, Decem-
ber 1 in a case stemming from the 
alleged sexual abuse of a subordi-
nate.

According to a complaint, on 
November 6 Walton allegedly 
grabbed a female offi cer by the 
hair, attempted to kiss her, put 
his hand on her groin area and 
attempted to put her hand on his 
genitals over his clothes.

Walton is currently suspended 
without pay.

He was charged with two 

counts of sexual abuse, in addi-
tion to forcible touching, harass-
ment and offi cial misconduct. One 
of those counts is a felony charge.

In Walton’s absence, Captain 
Thomas Alps has stepped in as 
commanding offi cer for the pre-
cinct.

Alps, a former member of the 
NYPD Intelligence Division and 
Counter Terrorism Bureau, re-
cently told the Bronx Times, “My 
philosophy has long been intelli-
gence-based policing.”

 “So in listening to the commu-
nity and their issues we will be 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An industrial area in Throggs 

Neck will receive road improve-
ments to alleviate rush hour traf-
fi c jams.

The improvements will be im-
plemented at Brush Avenue, the 
location of numerous manufac-
turing and retail facilities, which 
has seen increased traffi c conges-
tion over the years.

Brush Avenue, a two-way 
street that runs north to south, 
parallel to Westchester Creek, 

will soon have an additional lane 
travelling north bound to give 
vehicles, especially trucks and 
buses, more room to maneuver.

Brush Avenue will have three 
lanes going northbound, includ-
ing a dedicated bus lane. NYC De-
partment of Transportation will 
shift the centerline on Brush Av-
enue, which will create the space 
for a left turn only bay.

According to a DOT study, 
84% of the northbound traffi c 
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Residents show support 
for Keith Walton

FIRST HEARING 
FOR 49TH CO

Morris Park 
gets holiday 

lights after all

TN Christmas Tree Lighting
The Throggs Neck community had a merry time celebrating the holiday 
season with a Christmas tree lighting sponsored by Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto on Sunday, December 4 at DeRosa and O’Boyle Triangle.Santa 
Claus traveled all the way from the North Pole to meet local children and 
help distribute gifts supplied by the Throggs Neck Merchants Association. 
Amber was thrilled to receive a Barbie Fashion Stylist Styling Head from 
Father Christmas.     Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

DOT to address Brush 
Avenue traffi c
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A memorial scholarship fund for a deceased 

FDNY lieutenant will continue to give 15 years 
after 9/11. 

The Lt. Raymond E. Murphy Memorial 
Scholarship Fund will award $45,000 a year 
to students at three Bronx and Westchester 
schools for the foreseeable future, fund coordi-
nators said. 

However, the scholarship fund will no longer 
hold its major fundraising vehicle, the annual 
golf outing, said Edward Murphy, a brother of 
Lieutenant Murphy and a fund coordinator. 

The golf event was held annually, most re-
cently this past July at Blue Hill Golf Course in 
Pearl River, NY. 

A couple of hundred people attended the out-
ing every year. It featured a breakfast, cocktail 
hour, dinner and raffl es, said Edward Murphy. 

“It turned into what I am told was the pre-
miere golf outing in the area,” he said. “Since 
the committee is getting older, and it was a lot 
of work for everybody, we decided to call it after 
15 years.” 

Lt. Murphy’s widow  Linda Murphy, also 
a fund coordinator, will continue to donate 
$15,000 per year to each of the schools her chil-
dren attended: St. Frances de Chantal, Iona 
Prep High School and Archbishop Stepinac, he 
said. 

Each $15,000 school scholarship  is split two 
ways: $7,500 for fi nancial assistance to children 
of fi refi ghters or emergency personnel, while 
the other $7,500 goes to general tuition assis-

tance funds, said Edward Murphy. 
For Linda Murphy, the scholarship is a way 

to honor her husband, as well as a way to give 
back to the community. 

“After 9/11, when my husband died, every-
one was so generous to us and my family,” she 
said. “(The fund is) just a way to pay that back 

and honor my husband’s memory.” 
Linda Murphy said that she wanted to have 

an academic scholarship because her children’s 
education was so important to her husband. 

Awards will continue to be given at gradu-
ation ceremonies at the earmarked schools ev-
ery May and June, she said. 

Edward Murphy said that different fu-
ture fundraisers will fund the scholarship 
for the next 20 to 25 years. 

Raymond Murphy spent much of his 
FDNY career at Engine 42 on Monroe Av-
enue, his brother said. 

After his promotion to lieutenant, he 
was transferred to Ladder Company 16 in 
Manhattan. 

The day of September 11th, Lieutenant 
Murphy was assisting in the removal of in-
jured people, including a fi refi ghter, after 
the collapse of the World Trade Center’s 
south tower. 

After removing injured people to an 
ambulance staging area, Murphy and an-
other fi refi ghter went back to the horrifi c 
scene. 

Shortly thereafter, a general evacua-
tion of the area near the North Tower was 
called, and the building collapsed. 

Murphy’s body was returned on Octo-
ber 1, 2001. 

The lieutenant’s brother said that mer-
chants and restaurants in Throggs Neck 
have been gracious enough to support the 
golf outing over the years, and fund coordi-
nators are thankful. 

His wife is especially thankful for the 
FDNY, their fi rehouses and personnel. 
They all made the golf outing a success 
year after year, she said. 

Visit the fund’s website at www.ltray-
murphy.org. 
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We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
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The Bronx Times Reporter was presented with a plaque on Monday, December 5 from the Lt. Raymond 
E. Murphy Memorial Scholarship Fund for 15 years of support. (l-r) Laura Guerriero, Bronx Times pub-
lisher; Ed Murphy, scholarship fund representative and NYPD Chief Edward Delatorre. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Murphy’s 9/11 Firefi ghter scholarship to continue



Sunday, December 4, said 
Signorile. 

Senator Jeff Klein and 
Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto joined Gjonaj in 
making substantial dona-
tions for the lights. Gjonaj 
held a press conference 
to announce the news on 
Monday, December 5. 

Benedetto gave Gjonaj 
much of the credit for jump-
starting the drive after it 
looked like the lights might 
fall by the wayside. 

“Let’s give credit where 
credit is due here,” said 
Benedetto of Gjonaj’s ef-
forts, adding “This is a spe-

cial season; we have lights 
in Westchester Square and 
Throggs Neck, so why not 
in Morris Park?” 

Benedetto said that he 
hoped that the Morris Park 
Business Improvement 
District would be formed 
by next year so it would 
take over the lights, which 
is something that BIDs 
typically do in other com-
mercial corridors. 

The MPCA, comprised 
primarily of community 
residents, accepted the 
task of collecting the holi-
day lights money because 
there is no business associ-
ation in Morris Park, said 

Signorile. 
The MPCA has been in 

charge of the holiday lights 
effort for about 15 years, he 
said. 

In addition to Gjonaj 
and Benedetto’s support, 
Klein was able to make a 
contribution to the light ef-
fort. 

“I’m proud that my con-
tribution kept the busi-
ness corridor merry and 
bright,” said the senator. 

Signorile seemed jubi-
lant about the resurrec-
tion of the holiday lights. 

“Santa Claus came to 
the community,” he said. 
“We got the lights.”

able to not only address the 
issues they have but utilize 
their assistance in solving 
crimes,” he continued.

At the hearing, which 
took place in the Bronx Hall 
of Justice, Walton support-
ers held up signs reading 
‘America: Innocent Until 
Proven Guilty’ and ‘Keith 
Walton: Trailblazer, Inno-
vator, Innocent.’

Raphael Schweizer, a 
community advocate who 
has been very vocal in his 
support of Walton, said it is 
important for Walton and 
others to see the support for 
the deputy inspector.

“Look it makes a differ-
ence in the public eye when 
the news media covers it 
and there’s a big group of 
people supporting Keith 
Walton,” said Schweizer. 
“Yes, we have to keep Keith 
Walton motivated and he 
has to see that people sup-
port him.”

Schweizer believes Wal-
ton is innocent and also be-
lieves there is an ongoing 
attempt to sully Walton’s 
name.

Schweizer specifi cally 
pointed to the release of the 
explicit details surround-

ing the alleged abuse.
He called the release an 

attempt at “character assas-
sination.”

Eight people showed up 
to the hearing in support of 
Walton. 

Schweizer is hoping 
with more time to prepare 
for Walton’s trial, which be-
gins on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 14, there will be more 
people in attendance to sup-
port Walton.

Prior to the alleged in-
cident, Walton was praised 
for his work in the commu-
nity.

“In my opinion he was 
the best commanding of-
fi cer the 49th Precinct has 
ever had,” said Schweizer. 
“What he did was unprece-
dented as far as community 
outreach.”

Walton was also a topic 
at the latest 49th Precinct 
community council meet-
ing.

“We have a little bit of 
an elephant in the room,” 
said Joe Thompson, presi-
dent of the 49th Precinct 
Community Council, dur-
ing the meeting. “I can tell 
you this - deputy inspec-
tor Walton did a very good 
job in our community and 

we’re very pleased.”
Thompson told those 

in attendance at the Tues-
day, November 29 meeting 
that the community has no 
knowledge of current legal 
proceedings surrounding 
Walton or Walton’s per-
sonal life.

However, he added, “We 
do know that he had innova-
tive programs here and he 
did a great job for us.”

Thompson seemed to be 
uninterested in dwelling 
on the subject as he asked 
those in attendance to re-
frain from speaking about 
Walton. 

He also said the commu-
nity is moving ahead with 
the new commanding offi -
cer.

“All of us in our com-
munity are going forward 
with [Captain Alps],” said 
Thompson. 

The Bronx Times 
reached out to the district 
attorney’s offi ce following 
the hearing but a spokes-
person declined comment.

Additionally, the Bronx 
Times reached out to Louis 
La Pietra, Walton’s defense 
attorney, but he did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.
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(l-r) Raphael Schweizer, Miguel Sang, Sr. Donna Fledge, Janice Walcott, Grace Lovaglio, Nancy Dawson, 
Camille Bogle-Knight and Wilma Robertson lent their support for Keith Walton during his hearing.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

First hearing for 49th CO;
residents support Keith Walton 

MPCA, elected offi cials secure 
holiday lights for Morris Park

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj gathered with local business leaders and MPCA members on Monday, De-
cember 5 to announce a newly invigorated holiday lights drive in Morris Park. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Gjonaj
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A NYC Department of 

Environmental Protection 
construction project that 
has caused traffi c conges-
tion just outside the Jacobi 
Medical Center and Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine 
will continue through fall 
2018, according to city offi -
cials.

The DEP is working to re-
place existing sanitary and 
storm sewer structures in 
the Westchester Creek area 
and install upgraded water 
treatment  equipment. 

The project will also in-
clude the relocation of a gas 
main on Eastchester Road, 
installation of new traf-
fi c control devices on East-
chester Road, Morris Park 
Avenue and Waters Place.

During the $22 million 
project, the DEP will sub-
stantially enlarge two un-
derground regulators, or 
sewer junctures, under East-
chester Road to reduce the 
discharge of raw sewage into 
Westchester Creek. 

In addition to work at 
the busy intersection, work 
is also being performed be-
tween Waters Place and Bas-
sett Avenue, on the west side 
of Eastchester Road and on 
Morris Park Avenue west of 
the intersection.

About 400 million gallons 
of sludge will be diverted to 
the Hunts Point Wastewater 
Treatment Plant annually 
once the project is completed, 
according to the DEP.

Elizabeth Santamaria, 
the construction commu-
nity liaison for the DEC, said 
changes to the traffi c lanes 
and patterns at the intersec-
tion are only temporary. 

“The traffi c re-route 
on Morris Park Avenue 
and Eastchester Road for 
the Westchester Creek 
CSO Modifi cations is only 
through the duration of the 
project.”

In addition to noise and 
dust from the construction 
work, area residents are also 
advised there will be lim-
ited parking on Eastchester 
Road and limited street ac-
cess from some side roads. 

Area residents may also 
experience water service 
interruptions, however the 
DEP will notify residents by 
4 p.m. the day before. 

Water service will be re-
stored every day by 6 p.m.  

Community Board 11 dis-
trict manager Jeremy Wer-
neke said the project has 
been a headache for drivers 
since it began, and relief was 
not in sight any time soon. 

The traffi c has been a 

topic of discussion at CB 11 
meetings.

“It’s going on until 
2018 and they haven’t even 
started on Waters Place 
yet,” Werneke said. “The 
backup of traffi c has been 
horrendous.”

The reconstruction proj-
ect was applauded by Coun-
cilman James Vacca. 

He said his offi ce had re-
ceived  regular complaints 
about the odor and appear-
ance of the creek, which is 
located a half mile from the 
project, and said it had been 
a topic of complaint for de-
cades.

Vacca spokesman Frank 
Fraioli said Vacca’s staff 
had called for traffi c agents 
to help alleviate backups at 
the site in October. 

The DEP now has as-
signed traffi c agents at the 
scene from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Two traffi c agents are 
stationed at the intersection, 
while one works at Morris 
Park and another BY AR-
THUR at Eastchester Road.

There have not been any 
formal complaints about 
traffi c made to the council-
man’s offi ce the past month, 
he said.

DEP project to impact 
local hospitals

Roadwork by the DOT at the intersection of Eastchester Road and Morris Park Avenue has caused 
traffi c issues for over a year. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  D

e
c

e
m

b
e

r
 1

1
, 2

0
1

6
   

  6
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
World Series of Fighting will end 2016 

with a bang on Sunday, December 31. 
A slate of mixed martial arts bouts will 

be aired on New Years Eve live from Madi-
son Square Garden on the NBC networks.

One of the top matches on the 11-match 
card features David Branch, the Bronx-
born, light heavyweight and middleweight 
champion, who will defend his middle-
weight belt against fellow grappler Louis 
Taylor of Chicago. 

Branch, who now resides in the Bedford-
Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, said he was 
looking forward to defending his middle-
weight belt in his hometown. 

Mixed martial arts fi ghting was illegal 
in New York until just last year. 

Branch said being able to fi ght in his 
own backyard instead of travelling to Las 
Vegas was a big deal for him.

“Just knowing that I can bring all of 
my fans from home, that they could come 
see me fi ght, was a huge thing for me,” the 
35-year-old said from his David Branch 
Martial Arts and Jiu-Jitsu studio in Hobo-
ken, NJ, where he now trains.

The fi rst hour of the event will air live 
on the NBC Sports Network from 3 to 4 p.m. 
The event will then continue on NBC 4 New 
York from 4. to 6 p.m.

Branch has fought competitively for al-
most ten years, and competed in the UFC 
and Bellator MMA associations before fi nd-
ing major success in the WSOF, racking up 
nine wins in a row since 2012. 

It’s a far cry from his early days spent in 
various parts of the Bronx such as Mosholu 
Parkway, Gun Hill Road and Hunts Point. 

He moved to Manhattan when he was 10 
and attended A. Philip Randolph Campus 
High School in Harlem.  

“I was all over,” he recalled with a 
laugh.

Branch said he stumbled into MMA 
fi ghting years ago by chance and never 
looked back.

“I’ve always been around fi ghting, and 
fate just came swinging my way one day,” he 
said. “I bought tapes from [a street peddler] 
and I took [them] home and looked at [them] 

and said, ‘This is what I wanna do.’” 
Branch said his full-time job is prepar-

ing for injuries and the certainty of pain 
that the matches entail. 

“The training is rough, every day you 
have to do something different to train your 
body in different ways,” he said. “But it’s 
more about the mental training, getting 
yourself ready to go into that element and 
be able to thrive and win.” 

Branch said his fi ghts are a technical 
display of skills that even a non-fan could 
appreciate, and that he hoped new viewers 
will tune in to give the sport a chance.    

“It’s not just the brutality of it where you 
put two people in the ring ... like human 
cockfi ghting,” he said. “That’s not the style 
I fi ght with – it’s aesthetically pleasing. I use 
techniques that make people say holy sh-t, I 
can’t believe he just did that.”

A self-proclaimed problem child in his 
youth, Branch said he wanted to start speak-
ing to young people, especially troubled and 
inner city youth, about how to deal with ad-
versity.

“I want to be an ambassador for other 
kids who are troubled, to tell them they 
have another way,” he said. “I was in and 
out of trouble growing up, but I was able to 
make it out of those circumstances and cre-
ate a business for myself and be successful 
in a super-competitive market and making 
it to number one. I want them to know that’s 
possible if they put their head into it.”

Bronx-born MMA 
fi ghter to defend title 

Sun., Dec. 31 on NBC

Bronx native David Branch will defend his middle-
weight title live on NBC’s New Year’s Eve from 
MSG. Courtesy of WSOF

DA calls on Grand Jury to 
investigate Danner shooting

Deborah Danner. Photo Courtesy of Facebook

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
District Attorney Darcel Clark is re-

questing a grand jury to investigate the 
shooting death of 66-year old Deborah 
Danner.

Danner was shot on Tuesday, October 
18 by NYPD sergeant Hugh Barry.

“I will ask the Administrative Judge 
of the Supreme Court to impanel a special 
grand jury to investigate the fatal shoot-
ing of Deborah Danner, a 66-year-old 
woman, in her apartment ... and to deter-
mine whether, and to what extent, crimi-
nal charges should be brought in connec-
tion with that incident,” Clark said on 
Monday, December 5.

“I have pledged to the people of the 
Bronx to conduct a thorough, fair investi-
gation into this matter and I believe that 
presenting the evidence to a grand jury 
will best accomplish that goal,” Clark 
added. “It is important to determine ex-
actly what happened in this tragic inci-
dent.”

She also said there is  “no timetable 
for the grand jury to be impaneled or for 
it to reach a determination.”

Danner’s death stirred controversy 
throughout the Bronx, the country and 
social media.

Police responded to a 911 call at the 630 
Pugsley Avenue apartment at 6:06 pm.

They arrived at Danner’s 7E apart-
ment where she swung a pair of scissors 
at them.

The fi ve offi cers were able to get her 
to put the scissors down but Danner later 
picked up a bat and began swinging it at 
them before Barry shot her.

Danner had reportedly struggled with 
schizophrenia. 

Protesters have recently decried po-
lice treatment of people with mental ill-
nesses.

Following the shooting, NYPD com-
missioner James O’Neill said the depart-
ment had “failed Danner”

Mayor de Blasio noted the offi cers 
were originally able to de-escalate the sit-
uation but wondered why they were not 
able to get Danner to drop the bat.

“But why the rest of the protocol 
wasn’t followed is what we don’t under-
stand,” DeBlasio added.

When dealing with a person with a 
history of mental illness, offi cers are 
supposed to wait for the Emergency Ser-
vices Unit which is specially trained to 
deal with mentally-ill civilians.

Following Danner’s death, the Bronx 
became home to a protest march on Octo-
ber 19 which started at her building and 
made it’s way through Soundview to the 
43rd Precinct.

The next day elected offi cials held 
a vigil to remember Danner, called for 
peace and requested a further look into 
the events surrounding Danner’s shoot-
ing.

At the press conference Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo called for more ac-
countability among offi cers.

“We love you - we know the work you 
do - it’s not easy and I don’t envy the job 
you have to do” Crespo said during the 
vigil in a message to members of the 
NYPD. “But at the same time we have 
to be able to say to our own colleagues, 
‘You did the wrong thing, you weren’t 
supposed to do that, you made us all look 
bad.’”

Danner’s death reminded some 
Bronxites of the 1984 shooting of 66-year 
old Eleanor Bumpurs.

Police shot and killed Bumpurs, who 
had a history of mental illness, while she 
was waving a knife at offi cers.

Police were trying to help evict Bum-
purs because she had fallen behind on 
rent.

I have pledged to the 
people of the Bronx to 

conduct a thorough, fair 
investigation into this 

matter and I believe that 
presenting the evidence 
to a grand jury will best 
accomplish that goal.

Darcel Clark
District Attorney

It’s more about the mental 
training, getting yourself 

ready to go into that 
element and be able to 

thrive and win.
David Branch
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two organizations in neighboring 

communities are planning tree lightings 
to speed holiday cheer. 

Both the Pelham Bay Merchants As-
sociation and the Waterbury-LaSalle 
Community Association will hold sepa-
rate Christmas tree events on Sunday, 
December 11. 

The PBMA event, held at Keane 
Square Park, will take place from noon 
to about 5 p.m., said Irene Guanill, vol-
unteer and PBMA president.

Youngsters will bring their own orna-
ments, either store bought or homemade, 
to the tree; it will be decorated by commu-
nity members and families and then lit, 
said Guanill.

The event, which is in its fourth year, 
was so beloved by the community that they 
rallied together to make it happen again 
this year when it seemed like it might fall 
by the wayside, she said. It is an especially 
joyous event for children, she added. 

“Your child will come with an orna-
ment and then your child will put that or-
nament on the tree (during decorating),” 
said Guanill, adding “I fi nd that it brings 
the community together because here we 
are putting up a Christmas Tree…and you 
have your neighbors helping you.” 

The children participating often get 
into the spirit by spending a long time 
making ornaments by hand, and then visit 

the community’s tree to see their work on 
display while it remains in the park for 
the holiday season, said Guanill. 

Over at Waterbury-LaSalle’s Schneider 
Sampson Square, the WLCA will hold its 
holiday event at 6:30 p.m., also on Sunday. 

Their holiday celebration has become 
a staple of that community for nearly two 
decades, according to organization board 
members. 

The event is designed to be something 
of a “country Christmas,” said Mary Jane 
Musano, WLCA board member. 

Typically, a crowd gathers at the park, 
and Santa Claus arrives to greet the chil-
dren on a horse-drawn carriage that’s 
courtesy of Chateau Stables, said Mu-
sano. 

Once Santa arrives, the donated tree 
will be lit in the park, she said. 

Then children will have the chance to 
tell Santa their holiday wishes and receive 
a gift, she said. 

The event draws families not just from 
Waterbury-LaSalle, but from nearby com-
munities, said Musano. 

But the tree lighting is not just for chil-
dren, said added. 

“We encourage everyone to come out to 
this event,” said Musano. “It is a chance 
to talk to your neighbors and wish ev-
erybody happy holidays, and the kids get 
something special.” 

The event is a real community effort, 

and everyone seems to want to chip in a 
bit to make it a success, said Musano. 

Senator Jeff Klein has attended the 
event year after year, said Andrew Chir-
ico, WLCA board member, adding that 
there is typically holiday music and food. 

One of the adults looking forward to 
the tree lighting is Annie Boller, a WLCA 

board member. 
She said she enjoys dressing as an elf 

to spread holiday cheer during the Sch-
neider Sampson Park ceremony.

“The children love the event: they are 
there lined up way before our start time,” 
she said, adding, “The smiles on their 
faces are awesome.” 

WLCA, Pelham Bay Merchants light trees on Dec. 11th

As in previous years, local children will visit with Santa Claus at the annual Waterbury LaSalle Com-
munity Association tree lighting on Sunday, December 11.



BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The U.S. Department of Transportation 

and Federal Highway Administration do 
not love the hundreds of  ‘I Love NY’ tour-
ism signs that have been placed on New 
York state highways over the past fi ve years, 
including some that were recently installed 
in the Bronx, and wants them removed. 

The state has put up over 500 of the large 
blue signs on highways across the state. at a 
cost of almost $17 million. 

The signs include the iconic “I Love New 
York” logo, along with icons that promote 
the ‘Path Toward History’ tourism program, 
the ‘Taste NY’ program that promotes state 
food and drink offerings and one for the 
state parks.

The  primary sign is followed in quick 
succession by four smaller signs.

The signs encourage travellers to visit 
the state tourism website, iloveny.com, and 
the state tourism app. 

There are 16 such signs in Bronx County, 
which can be seen on the Bronx River Park-
way and Hutchinson River Parkway.

Governor Cuomo has been a vocal cheer-
leader for state tourism, which he has cited 
as a major economic engine for the Empire 
State. 

“Tourism is a major driver of New York’s 
economy and these signs are part of a multi-
pronged effort that has helped increase 
tourism across this state,” said Adam Os-

trowski, spokesman for the Empire State 
Development Corporation.

“Last year, the tourism industry gener-
ated a record-breaking economic impact 
of $102 billion statewide while supporting 
more than 894,000 jobs and contributing $8 
billion in state and local taxes.”

But federal DOT offi cials never approved 

the signs, and warned the state in 2011 as 
the program was ramping up, to stop in-
stalling them.

The feds are now threatening to withhold 
up to $1 billion in federal funding unless the 
signs are removed. 

The  sign’s lettering is too small and hard 
to read for a highway motorist and could dis-

tract drivers, the federal agency charges. 
“We have continued to let state DOT 

know that these signs are not in compli-
ance,” said Federal Highway Administra-
tion spokesman Neil Gaffney. “A particu-
lar area of concern for us is the fact that 
we are committed to reducing situations 
where distracted driving can occur, and 
these signs can distract drivers. We are 
working to bring the state into compli-
ance.”

Adding to the awkwardness is the fact 
that the signs were made outside the state in 
an Arkansas factory because the state did 
not have the necessary equipment to make 
them, according to published reports veri-
fi ed by the state DOT.

State DOT spokesman Gary Holmes said 
a meeting with the federal DOT and high-
way department had been scheduled this 
month in Washington where he hoped the 
sign disagreements could be worked out.

“This issue has been discussed for years 
and involves the interpretation of rules for 
directional signage versus informational 
signage, and whether or not an email ad-
dress can be posted.,” said Holmes. “This 
isn’t high crime, but minor disagreements 
that we look forward to meeting with the 
feds in order to resolve. 

“The ‘I Love NY’ tourism program 
is highly successful and a big economic 
driver, ” h said.
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State tourism signs such as the ones on the Hutchinson River Parkway near Co-op City are a point of 
contention between the state and the federal Department of Transportation.  
                                        Community News Group / Arthur Cusano

‘I Love NY’ signs not loved, funding threatened

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
In a sure sign Christmas is just 

around the corner, the annual 
Westchester Square Business Im-
provement District Holiday Cel-
ebration will light up the night 
Friday, December 16 at Owen Do-
len Park.

The event will run from 5 to 8 
p.m. at the park, located at 2551 
Westchester Square. 

Celebrants can take part in 
the community tree lighting, take 
pictures with Santa Claus in his 
village and listen to yuletide car-
olers perform holiday favorites. 

There will also be gifts for 
children 12 and under while sup-
ply lasts.

This year’s event is later than 
usual because they had to work 
around Santa’s busy schedule, 
said BID executive director Lisa 
Sorin.

“The Santa we feature is the 
only one we like to use, because 
his name is actually legally 
Santa Claus,” Sorin said. “We 
call him the real Santa Claus, and 
Westchester Square is privileged 
to have him.”

The BID supplies 400 toys, hot 
chocolate and cider, as well as hol-

iday music and music for the chil-
dren to dance to.

“It’s truly about bringing out 
the family and letting them en-
joy the holiday season,” she said. 
“Sometimes we lose focus of the 
fact that this is truly a small vil-
lage, a community - so when these 
events happen, it showcases the 
residents and businesses that are 

here for the families.”
The holiday event has for many 

years been a partnership with the 
NYC Parks Department, who or-
ganize a group of carolers featur-
ing children from the after school 
programs at the Owen Dolen Rec-
reation Center.

“The children come out beauti-
fully dressed as old school carolers 

and they go from store to store. We 
love to make sure the merchants 
who can’t get to the tree lighting 
also get to enjoy the celebration,” 
she said.   

The partnership with Owen 
Dolen begins on Thanksgiving, 
when the Westchester Square BID 
provides food for the staff to pre-
pare for 300-plus local residents.

“It’s the volunteers and fami-
lies from the Parks Department 
who cook it and serve it the day of, 
so Parks has always been a strong 
partner for us,” Sorin asid. 

She also credited Councilman 
James Vacca with helping the BID 
host the holiday celebration and 
various holiday events.

“Councilman Vacca has sup-
ported us from the very begin-
ning, and he provides funds that 
help us run our summer concerts 
and our Halloween event, which 
this year hosted close to 2,000 peo-
ple,” Sorin said. “His offi ce is all 
about family.”

As for businesses the BID rep-
resents, Sorin said the economy 
seems to have picked up in recent 
months. 

She said foot traffi c is up, ac-
cording to business owners she 
has spoken to. 

Shopping local seems to be 
making a comeback, she said.

“I want to believe that consum-
ers who shop in the area feel like 
going back to old-school shopping 
where you know your cashier and 
store manager,” she said. “It’s a 
good feeling.”

Westchester Square BID holiday celebration Dec. 16

Last year’s Westchester Square Holiday Celebration and Christmas Tree Lighting. File Photo
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Throggs Neck community 

came together to celebrate the holi-
days with festive lights in its com-
mercial corridor and a tree light-
ing ceremony. 

The Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association reports that this year 
its annual fundraising drive for the 
holiday lights went better than it 
typically does, with more donations 
than ever arriving in the mail. 

All told, the TNMA had over 
50 strands of holiday lights hung 
over East Tremont Avenue shortly 
after Thanksgiving, according to 
Steven Kaufman, outgoing TNMA 
president. 

Kaufman said he believes the 
lights send a message that Throggs 
Neck is a cohesive community that 
is in the holiday spirit. He hopes 
that it will encourage shopping 
along the commercial corridor. 

“People feel it is very impor-
tant to have these lights,” he said. 
“Without the lights, we would have 
a darkened corridor that would be 
somber and sad; now you drive 
here and you have these beautiful 
lights welcoming people.” 

The TNMA president said the 
group raised roughly 80% of what 
was needed from the lights through 

the mail as of press time. 
“It is our best year ever,” he 

said of the effort, adding that in 
some years a delegation from the 
TNMA has had to go door-to-door 
many times to the merchants on 
East Tremont Avenue to raise what 
was needed for lights. 

John Cerini, TNMA treasurer 
said that his Facebook page re-
ceived a deluge of comments, al-
most all positive, in response to 
a post about the placement of the 
holiday lights along East Tremont 
Avenue this year. 

“Out of over 300 comments, 
only three were negative,” said 
Cerini. “The responses were over-
whelmingly positive; they mean 
everything to the children and 
they brighten up the spirit of the 
community.” 

The association’s treasurer said 
that he wishes everyone a happy 
holiday season and hope that they 
enjoy and appreciate the lights. 

Cerini also said that the com-
munity’s annual Christmas tree 
lighting, hosted by Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto, with the 

TNMA, at DeRosa O’Boyle Trian-
gle on Sunday, December 5, was a 
huge success.  

This year, roughly 700 gifts 
were distributed, according to the 
TNMA. 

Santa Claus came and visited 
with the children as well, and 
there were Christmas Carols by 
Anne Meyers and the St. Bene-
dict’s Choir, hot chocolate and 
cookies. 

The gifts for the children 
are provided by the TNMA and 
purchased with funds raised at 

merchant association outings 
throughout the year, said Geri 
Colon, a TNMA volunteer. 

These fundraisers include a 
golf outing and a dinner dance, 
she said. 

“You cannot believe the 
smiles on the faces of the chil-
dren,” said Colon of the Christ-
mas tree event, who added that 
in some cases she has heard that 
it may be the only toy that many 
of children at the event receive 
for the holidays. 

Benedetto called the tree light-
ing a special time for Throggs 
Neck, and expressed his regret 
that he could not attend person-
ally because he was called back 
to Albany. 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
from the neighboring Assembly 
district,  ran the event for Bene-
detto.

“The tree lighting initiates 
just a happy, warm season here 
in the Bronx,” said the assembly-
man of the ceremony. “We look 
forward to sharing this season 
with our family.”

The lights this year run along 
East Tremont Avenue from 
roughly LaSalle to Miles avenue, 
according to Colon. 

TNMA brightens holiday season with Christmas lights

Christmas lights brighten the night along East Tremont Avenue in Throggs Neck. 
 Commmunity News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Castle Hill YMCA re-

opened its teen center on Friday, 
December 2 following two months 
of refurbishing and renovation.

Following a ribbon cutting in 
the afternoon, teens from the com-
munity got to use the new facility 
which now has new technology, 
new fl oors and new furniture.

The refurbished center was 
funded by the Pena & Kahn law 
fi rm.

Allan Torres, chief operating 
offi cer of the fi rm, worked with his 
assistant Edgar Velez and his col-
league that works in construction, 
Jose Mercado. 

“I want to give back to the 
Y,” said Torres, a member of the 
Bronx YMCA Board of Managers. 
“I’m from the Bronx and my wife 
is from this neighborhood.”

Torres said he, Mercado and 
Velez were at the facility till 10 
p.m. at times painting, cleaning, 
installing a new fl oor and wiring 
new  technology.

The group began work in early 
October and fi nished the center, 
now called the Pena & Kahn Cen-
ter for Youth Developent, in late 
November.

In addition to the new furni-

ture and new computers, the room 
now includes an Xbox 360, Ama-
zon Fire Sticks and an Amazon 
Echo.

It also has a refurbished pool 
table and air hockey table.

Sharlene Brown, executive di-
rector of the Bronx YMCA, is very 
pleased with the teen center’s new 
look.

“It’s important because on 
Friday night’s we have our teen 
program here,” said Brown. “The 
teen center just adds to the space 
and the activities that they can 
do.”

She added that the various 
games within the room create a 
safe and social space for the teens. 

“Social time is important for 

the teens in a safe environment 
and that’s what [the teen center] 
provides,” Brown said.

The teen center shares a build-
ing with a full basketball court 
which is a staple for kids who at-
tend the facility. 

In addition the Bronx YMCA 
campus has a dance studio and 
swimming pool.

Stephanie Navarro, the youth 
and family director at the Bronx 
YMCA, discussed the importance 
of children having multiple op-
tions. 

“You have children that aren’t 
athletic so they’re not going to be 
on the court, they’re not going to 
be in the dance studio and they’re 
not going to be swimming,” said 
Navarro. “Teens will come [to the 
center], they’ll do they’re home-
work and it will give them an op-
portunity to have a space that’s for 
them.”

“It will give us an opportunity 
to continue to build the culture of 
our branch around youth develop-
ment,” she added.

Torres said he will be using the 
room to help students build their 
resumes and prepare for job inter-
views.

In addition he said he is hop-

ing to eventually have three teen 
interns from the YMCA at Pena & 
Kahn and have one teen work part 
time at the fi rm.

The Castle Hill facility is cur-
rently the only YMCA in the 
Bronx, however, by 2020 it will be 
one of two facilities.

Elected offi cials announced in 
August that the Edenwald YMCA, 
which will include a full-length 
basketball court, swimming pools, 
an indoor track, a wellness center, 
a child care facility and multi-pur-
pose room, would start construc-
tion..

Pena & Kahn refurbishes Bronx Y’s teen center

Bronx YMCA ribbon cutting for new teen center - Present in photo: Bronx YMCA 
board member Allan Torres of Peña & Kahn, Bronx YMCA executive director Shar-
lene Brown, Bronx YMCA youth coordinator Stefany Navarro, Bronx YMCA board 
chair Geri Sciortino, along with other board and staff members and teens from 
the center. Photo Courtesy of Bronx YMCA

I want to give back 
to the Y. I’m from 
the Bronx and my 
wife is from this 
neighborhood.

Allan Torres
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on Brush Avenue turns left onto 
Bruckner Boulevard.

The bus lane would also ease 
traffi c congestion for the Q44-
SBS, which runs on the avenue. 
A bike lane is also expected to be 
implemented on the northbound 
side of the street.

In addition, ‘No Standing 
Anytime’ signs will be installed 
on the northbound side of Brush 
Avenue, to deter food and drink 
vendors from setting up shop and 
further worsening the traffi c is-
sue.

It is unknown how many park-
ing spaces will be eliminated to 
make room for the additional 
lanes. 

The industrial strip is home to 
Home Depot, Cablevision, Pespi, 
Grocery Haulers, Caterpillar and 
UPS, along with new Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center.

“When you know you are trav-
eling through Brush Avenue, es-
pecially during morning and eve-
ning rush hours, you always have 

to plan accordingly,” said JoAnn 
Sohmers, president of the Ferry 
Point Civic Association, who said 
that she sometimes sets aside an 
extra hour in her commute to pre-
pare for the traffi c on Brush Ave-
nue. “This has been an issue for 
years and I’m pleased that some-
thing is being done about it.”

Sohmers added that she hopes 
there will be a solution for pedes-
trian as well. Most of Brush Av-
enue lacks sidewalks.

“It is impossible to get out of 
Brush Avenue - especially during 
rush hour, when cars, trucks and 
buses are all traveling in the same 
direction,” said Tom Accomando, 
acting chairman for the Mu-
nicipal Services Committee and 
Community Board 10 member, 
who also said that he frequently 
uses Ring Road, an isolated road 
which runs southbound, under 
the Whitesone Bridge through 
Ferry Point Park, to avoid the 
traffi c congestion.

“It would have been nice to 
have these changes and improve-

ments completed before the holi-
days, but I am thrilled that a 
plan is in place to address this 
long-pressing traffi c issue,” Ac-
comando said. “With this plan, 
it will be easier to access the 
bridges and the Cross Bronx Ex-
pressway.”

The project stems from the 
Community Board 10’s 2015 bud-
get requests, after a Brush Av-
enue plan was submitted to the 
DOT, before the plan was ap-
proved, Accomando said.

“What concerns me most with 
these changes is the left turns,” 
said Dotti Poggi, a member of the 
Ferry Point Community Advo-
cates. “Unless wide safety zones 
are implemented, trucks will al-
most always be forced to merge 
into another lane or even oncom-
ing traffi c to make a turn, which 
would cause more traffi c conges-
tion and safety hazards.”

DOT expects to begin the con-
struction in the spring, to avoid 
the harsh winter weather condi-
tions.

Construction on Brush Avenue, including the left turn onto Brush Avenue, will 
begin in the spring. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

from Page 1

DOT to address Brush Ave. traffi c

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A married couple will soon cel-

ebrate the 20-year anniversary of 
their bar and restaurant.

On Saturday, December 10, 
from 8 p.m. to midnight, co-owners 
Rosetta and Chris Lawless will cel-
ebrate two decades of ownership at 
Shamrock Inn, a bar and restau-
rant which has had a presence in 
Pelham Bay for the past 70 years.

The bar (now restaurant bar) 
has provided the Pelham Bay 
community with a warm, close-
knit ‘home-away-from-home’ at-
mosphere where individuals and 
groups can easily meet and con-
nect with others from the neigh-
borhood.

Refl ecting on their years in 
business, Rosetta seemed more 
than appreciative of all of the sup-

port that the establishment has re-
ceived from the community.

“So many memories have taken 
place here - and it’s hard to nar-
row it down to just one particular 
moment,” said Rosetta, who was 
born and raised in Co-Tyrone, Ire-
land, before settling in the Bronx. 
“These past 20 years have been a 
lot of fun - and both my husband 
and I have met a lot of interesting 
people with truly amazing life sto-
ries and experiences.”

Rosetta added that their bar-
tender, Dominick Dillon, has also 
been part of the Shamrock Inn for 
the past two decades, as long as her 
and Chris, who have been married 
for over 25 years, have owned the 
establishment. Their children, Mi-
chelle and Sean, also work in the 
restaurant.

“We’re still here - and it’s great 
to celebrate our tenure as a success-
ful establishment in this neighbor-
hood,” she added. “I can’t thank 
our customers enough for all the 
support they’ve given us over the 
years to keep us here.”

The name ‘Shamrock’ origi-
nates from the fact that, through-
out its history, the establishment 
has always been owned by an indi-
vidual of Irish descent.

Shamrock Inn moved to its cur-
rent location, 1729 Crosby Avenue, 
just before Rosetta and Chris took 
ownership. In 2005, the bar was 
completed renovated and a restau-
rant dining area was installed.

The bar was previously located 
on the other side of Crosby Avenue 
before the Rosetta and Chris took 
over in 1996.

Shamrock Inn 
couple celebrate 20 
years of ownership

Rosetta and Chris Lawless will celebrate 20 years of ownership at Shamrock Inn 
on Saturday, December 10. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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