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Residents show support for Keith Walton

FIRST HEARING 
FOR 49TH CO

Morris Park gets holiday lights after all
Continued on Page 84

Continued on Page 84

TN Christmas Tree Lighting

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Just when it looked like 

there might not be holiday 
lights in Morris Park this 
year, the community rallied 
together and got them in-
stalled. 

The Morris Park Com-
munity Association reversed 
course on Thursday, Decem-
ber 1 after being encouraged 
to continue its fundraising 
drive for the holiday tradition, 
according to MPCA board 
members. 

The MPCA had suspended 
its efforts the day before be-
cause merchants weren’t re-
sponding in suffi cient num-
bers to cover the cost of the 

lights, said Tony Singorile, 
MPCA president. 

Over the past two years, 
the community association 
has had to reach into its own 
coffers to cover shortfalls in 
the roughly $17,000 yearly ef-
fort, he said.

The MPCA got back into 
the holiday spirit after Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj implored 
them to continue the drive, 
and offered his own fi nancial 
help. 

“The fundraising for the 
lights is going to continue,” 
said Gjonaj. “We need busi-
ness owners to come forward 
and participate in this; it is al-
ways the few who do the work 

of the many.”
The assemblyman said 

that he personally called New 
York Christmas, a lighting 
company in Hunts Point and 
explained that he, the com-
munity and other elected offi -
cials did not want Morris Park 
to be in the dark this holiday 
season. 

“This is a huge win for 
the community,” said Gjonaj. 
“The children don’t know 
where the lights come from. 
They are just happy the lights 
are up again.” 

After more donations came 
in, the MPCA was able to 

The Throggs Neck community had a merry time celebrating the 
holiday season with a Christmas tree lighting sponsored by As-
semblyman Michael Benedetto on Sunday, December 4 at DeRosa 
and O’Boyle Triangle.Santa Claus traveled all the way from the 
North Pole to meet local children and help distribute gifts sup-
plied by the Throggs Neck Merchants Association. Amber was 
thrilled to receive a Barbie Fashion Stylist Styling Head from Fa-
ther Christmas.               Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Keith Walton, deputy in-

spector of the 49th Precinct, 
had his fi rst hearing on Thurs-
day, December 1 in a case stem-
ming from the alleged sexual 
abuse of a subordinate.

According to a complaint, 
on November 6 Walton alleg-
edly grabbed a female offi cer 
by the hair, attempted to kiss 
her, put his hand on her groin 
area and attempted to put her 
hand on his genitals over his 
clothes.

Walton is currently sus-
pended without pay.

He was charged with two 
counts of sexual abuse, in ad-
dition to forcible touching, ha-
rassment and offi cial miscon-
duct. One of those counts is a 
felony charge.

In Walton’s absence, Cap-
tain Thomas Alps has stepped 
in as commanding offi cer for 
the precinct.

Alps, a former member 
of the NYPD Intelligence Di-
vision and Counter Terror-
ism Bureau, recently told the 
Bronx Times, “My philosophy 
has long been intelligence-
based policing.”

 “So in listening to the com-
munity and their issues we 
will be able to not only address 
the issues they have but uti-
lize their assistance in solving 
crimes,” he continued.

At the hearing, which took 
place in the Bronx Hall of Jus-
tice, Walton supporters held up 
signs reading ‘America: Inno-
cent Until Proven Guilty’ and 
‘Keith Walton: Trailblazer, In-

novator, Innocent.’
Raphael Schweizer, a com-

munity advocate who has 
been very vocal in his support 
of Walton, said it is important 
for Walton and others to see 
the support for the deputy in-
spector.

“Look it makes a differ-
ence in the public eye when 
the news media covers it and 
there’s a big group of people 
supporting Keith Walton,” 
said Schweizer. “Yes, we have 
to keep Keith Walton moti-
vated and he has to see that 
people support him.”

Schweizer believes Walton 
is innocent and also believes 
there is an ongoing attempt to 
sully Walton’s name.
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200

HOMEMADE
TRY OUR

RAVIOLIS
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and convenient. We cook 
with it. Keep warm with it. 
Even dry our clothes with 
it. Every day, Con Edison 
delivers natural gas safely 
and reliably to thousands 
of homes and businesses 
through a network of 
underground pipelines. 
Here are some tips to help 
everyone stay safe.
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�important that 
you and your family know how to recognize a gas leak and 
what to do if you suspect a leak.

• Smell – A distinctive, strong odor similar to rotten eggs.
• See – A white cloud, mist, fog, bubbles in standing water, 

blowing dust or vegetation that appears to be dead or dying 
for no reason.

• Hear – Roaring, hissing or whistling.

• Leave immediately and take others with you.
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• Do not light a match or smoke, turn appliances or lights on or 
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• Find a phone away from the area and call 911 or 
1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). You can report leaks 
anonymously.

• Do not assume someone else will report the condition. Call 
even if you are in a public area.

• National Grid customers should call 1-718-643-4050.
• Tell us if there is a problem with your electric service.
• Follow directions from emergency responders who are on site.

   
There are almost 4,300 miles of underground gas pipelines in our 
service area. The slightest scratch, scrape, dent or gouge can 
result in a dangerous leak. To protect these pipelines, you must 
call the local one-call center at 811 two to ten days before you 
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charge to you.

For gas safety tips, visit conEd.com/GasSafety.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An industrial area in 

Throggs Neck will receive 
road improvements to allevi-
ate rush hour traffi c jams.

The improvements will 
be implemented at Brush Av-
enue, the location of numer-
ous manufacturing and re-
tail facilities, which has seen 
increased traffi c congestion 
over the years.

Brush Avenue, a two-
way street that runs north to 
south, parallel to Westchester 
Creek, will soon have an ad-
ditional lane travelling north 
bound to give vehicles, espe-
cially trucks and buses, more 
room to maneuver.

Brush Avenue will have 
three lanes going northbound, 
including a dedicated bus lane. 
NYC Department of Transpor-
tation will shift the centerline 
on Brush Avenue, which will 
create the space for a left turn 
only bay.

According to a DOT study, 
84% of the northbound traf-
fi c on Brush Avenue turns left 
onto Bruckner Boulevard.

The bus lane would also 
ease traffi c congestion for the 
Q44-SBS, which runs on the 

DOT to address Brush Ave. traffi c
avenue. A bike lane is also 
expected to be implemented 
on the northbound side of the 
street.

In addition, ‘No Standing 
Anytime’ signs will be in-
stalled on the northbound side 
of Brush Avenue, to deter food 
and drink vendors from set-
ting up shop and further wors-
ening the traffi c issue.

It is unknown how many 
parking spaces will be elimi-
nated to make room for the ad-
ditional lanes. 

The industrial strip is 
home to Home Depot, Cablevi-
sion, Pespi, Grocery Haulers, 
Caterpillar and UPS, along 
with new Throggs Neck Shop-
ping Center.

“When you know you are 
traveling through Brush Av-
enue, especially during morn-
ing and evening rush hours, 
you always have to plan ac-
cordingly,” said JoAnn So-
hmers, president of the Ferry 
Point Civic Association, who 
said that she sometimes sets 
aside an extra hour in her com-
mute to prepare for the traffi c 
on Brush Avenue. “This has 
been an issue for years and 
I’m pleased that something is 

being done about it.”
Sohmers added that she 

hopes there will be a solution 
for pedestrian as well. Most 
of Brush Avenue lacks side-
walks.

“It is impossible to get out 
of Brush Avenue - especially 
during rush hour, when cars, 
trucks and buses are all trav-
eling in the same direction,” 
said Tom Accomando, acting 
chairman for the Municipal 
Services Committee and Com-
munity Board 10 member, who 
also said that he frequently 
uses Ring Road, an isolated 
road which runs southbound, 
under the Whitesone Bridge 
through Ferry Point Park, to 
avoid the traffi c congestion.

“It would have been nice 
to have these changes and im-
provements completed before 
the holidays, but I am thrilled 
that a plan is in place to ad-
dress this long-pressing traf-
fi c issue,” Accomando said. 
“With this plan, it will be 
easier to access the bridges 
and the Cross Bronx Express-
way.”

The project stems from the 
Community Board 10’s 2015 
budget requests, after a Brush 

Avenue plan was submitted to 
the DOT, before the plan was 
approved, Accomando said.

“What concerns me most 
with these changes is the left 
turns,” said Dotti Poggi, a 
member of the Ferry Point 
Community Advocates. “Un-
less wide safety zones are im-
plemented, trucks will almost 

always be forced to merge into 
another lane or even oncom-
ing traffi c to make a turn, 
which would cause more traf-
fi c congestion and safety haz-
ards.”

DOT expects to begin the 
construction in the spring, 
to avoid the harsh winter 
weather conditions.

Construction on Brush Avenue, including the left turn onto Brush Av-
enue, will begin in the spring. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Affordable Housing for Rent 
COMPASS RESIDENCES 2B  
114 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED UNITS AT 1544 Boone Avenue, CROTONA PARK EAST, 
BRONX 
Amenities: parking garage (in nearby building), shared public court yard, shared resident court yard, bike storage, laundry 
room, community room , children’s playground, stainless steel appliances, granite countertop, closed circuit television system, 
wood floors in apartments, ceramic tiles in hallways, kitchens and bathrooms. 
Transit: 2/5/6 Trains, BX11, BX4, BX27, BX36 
No application fee • No broker’s fee • Smoke-free building 

This building is being constructed through the Extremely Low and Low Income Affordability Program (ELLA) of the New York City Housing 
Development Corporation and the New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development and the Homes for Working Families 
Program of New York State Homes and Community Renewal. 
 

Who Should 
Apply? 

Individuals or households who meet the income 
and household size requirements listed in the 
table below may apply. Qualified applicants will 
be required to meet additional selection criteria.  
Applicants who live in New York City receive a 
general preference for apartments.  

A percentage of units is set aside for: 
• Mobility-disabled applicants (5%) 
• Vision- or hearing-disabled applicants (2%) 

Preference for a percentage of units goes to: 
• Residents of Bronx CB 3 (50%) 
• Municipal employees (5%) 

AVAILABLE UNITS AND INCOME REQUIREMENTS 

Unit Size 

60
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S Monthly 
Rent1 

Units 
Available  House-hold Size2 Annual Household Income3 

Minimum – Maximum4 

Studio $822 22 � 1 person $29,520   - $ 38,100 

1 bedroom $882 35 � 
1 person $31,612  - $ 38,100 

2 people $31,612  - $ 43,500 

2 bedroom $1,065 42 � 

2 people $37,920  - $ 43,500 

3 people $37,920  - $ 48,960�

4 people $37,920  - $ 54,360�

3 bedroom $1,224  15 � 

3 people $43,818  - $ 48,960�

4 people $43,818. - $54,360�

5people $43,818  - $ 58,740�

6 people $43,818  - $ 63,060 
 1 Rent includes gas for cooking. 
 2 Household size includes everyone who will live with you, including parents and children. Subject to occupancy criteria. 
 3 Household earnings includes salary, hourly wages, tips, Social Security, child support, and other income. Income guidelines subject to change. 
 4 Minimum income listed may not apply to applicants with Section 8 or other qualifying rental subsidies. Asset limits also apply. 

How Do You Apply?  
Apply online or through mail. To apply online, please go to nyc.gov/housingconnect. To request an application by mail, send a self-
addressed envelope to: Compass Residences Two B, P.O. Box 580, New York, NY 10030. Only send one application per 
development. Do not submit duplicate applications. Do not apply online and also send in a paper application. Applicants who submit more 
than one application may be disqualified.
When is the Deadline?  
Applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later than February 7, 2017. Late applications will not be considered.
What Happens After You Submit an Application?  
After the deadline, applications are selected for review through a lottery process. If yours is selected and you appear to qualify, you will 
be invited to an interview to continue the process of determining your eligibility. Interviews are usually scheduled from 2 to 10 months 
after the application deadline. You will be asked to bring documents that verify your household size, identity of members of your 
household, and your household income. 

Español Presente una solicitud en línea en�nyc.gov/housingconnect. Para recibir una traducción de español de este anuncio y la solicitud impresa, 
envíe un sobre con la dirección a: Compass Residences Two B, P.O. Box 580, New York, NY 10030. En el reverso del sobre, 
escriba en inglés la palabra “SPANISH.” Las solicitudes se deben enviar en línea o con sello postal antes de 7  de febrero 2017 .
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Kreyòl 
Ayisyien

Aplike sou entènèt sou sitwèb nyc.gov/housingconnect. Pou resevwa yon tradiksyon anons sa a nan lang Kreyòl Ayisyen ak aplikasyon an 
sou papye, voye anvlòp ki gen adrès pou retounen li nan: Compass Residences Two B, P.O. Box 580, New York, NY 10030. 
Nan dèyè anvlòp la, ekri mo “HAITIAN CREOLE” an Anglè. Ou dwe remèt aplikasyon yo sou entènèt oswa ou dwe tenbre yo anvan dat 
fevriye 7, 2017.

العربية  . للحصول على ترجمة باللغة العربية لھذا الإعلان ولنموذج الطلب الورقي، أرسل مظروف nyc.gov/housingconnectالإلكتروني تقدم بطلب عن طريق الإنترنت على الموقع 
. على الجھة الخلفية للمظروف، اكتب باللغة Compass Residences Two B, P.O.Box 580, New York, NY 10030يحمل اسمك وعنوانك إلى: 

2017فبراير،  7 البريديجب إرسال نماذج الطلبات عن طريق الإنترنت أو ختمھا بختم  ".ARABICالإنجليزية كلمة "

./0123/2�&34215�67/8/�����9:;/2�<=>>�41�<>:?=/�����@AB�6/88=??=/312�C=DE=�<113�����@B6�A21?=413F��G2=D�G3412>=3�



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 9-15, 20166    BTR
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Sign
me up!

THE LOWEST 
COST Health 
PLAN in town.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 
PER MONTH AND EXCITING 

NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

The Bronx Times Reporter was presented with a plaque on Monday, December 5 from the Lt. 
Raymond E. Murphy Memorial Scholarship Fund for 15 years of support. (l-r) Laura Guerriero, 
Bronx Times publisher; Ed Murphy, scholarship fund representative and NYPD Chief Edward 
Delatorre. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A memorial scholarship fund for 

a deceased FDNY lieutenant will con-
tinue to give 15 years after 9/11. 

The Lt. Raymond E. Murphy Me-
morial Scholarship Fund will award 
$45,000 a year to students at three Bronx 
and Westchester schools for the foresee-
able future, fund coordinators said. 

However, the scholarship fund will 
no longer hold its major fundraising 
vehicle, the annual golf outing, said Ed-
ward Murphy, a brother of Lieutenant 
Murphy and a fund coordinator. 

The golf event was held annually, 
most recently this past July at Blue Hill 
Golf Course in Pearl River, NY. 

A couple of hundred people attended 
the outing every year. It featured a 
breakfast, cocktail hour, dinner and 
raffl es, said Edward Murphy. 

“It turned into what I am told was 
the premiere golf outing in the area,” 
he said. “Since the committee is get-
ting older, and it was a lot of work for 
everybody, we decided to call it after 15 
years.” 

Lt. Murphy’s widow  Linda Murphy, 
also a fund coordinator, will continue 
to donate $15,000 per year to each of the 
schools her children attended: St. Fran-
ces de Chantal, Iona Prep High School 
and Archbishop Stepinac, he said. 

Each $15,000 school scholarship  is 
split two ways: $7,500 for fi nancial assis-
tance to children of fi refi ghters or emer-
gency personnel, while the other $7,500 
goes to general tuition assistance funds, 
said Edward Murphy. 

For Linda Murphy, the scholarship 
is a way to honor her husband, as well 
as a way to give back to the community. 

“After 9/11, when my husband died, 
everyone was so generous to us and my 
family,” she said. “(The fund is) just a 

way to pay that back and honor my hus-
band’s memory.” 

Linda Murphy said that she wanted 
to have an academic scholarship be-
cause her children’s education was so 
important to her husband. 

Awards will continue to be given 
at graduation ceremonies at the ear-
marked schools every May and June, 
she said. 

Edward Murphy said that different 
future fundraisers will fund the schol-
arship for the next 20 to 25 years. 

Raymond Murphy spent much of his 
FDNY career at Engine 42 on Monroe 
Avenue, his brother said. 

After his promotion to lieutenant, he 
was transferred to Ladder Company 16 
in Manhattan. 

The day of September 11th, Lieu-
tenant Murphy was assisting in the 
removal of injured people, including 
a fi refi ghter, after the collapse of the 
World Trade Center’s south tower. 

After removing injured people to an 
ambulance staging area, Murphy and 
another fi refi ghter went back to the hor-
rifi c scene. 

Shortly thereafter, a general evacu-
ation of the area near the North Tower 
was called, and the building collapsed. 

Murphy’s body was returned on Oc-
tober 1, 2001. 

The lieutenant’s brother said 
that merchants and restaurants in 
Throggs Neck have been gracious 
enough to support the golf outing over 
the years, and fund coordinators are 
thankful. 

His wife is especially thankful for 
the FDNY, their fi rehouses and person-
nel. They all made the golf outing a suc-
cess year after year, she said. 

Visit the fund’s website at www.
ltraymurphy.org. 

Murphy’s 9/11 Firefi ghter 
scholarship to continue
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Celebrate the Holidays! 
At Throggs Neck Shopping Center
This holiday season discover the great values at Throggs Neck Shopping Center. Conveniently 
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��&�����	�����������	���	650 FREE parking spaces. Great shopping is closer than you think!

Featuring these  
Top Retail Stores 
and Restaurants

GREAT VALUES & CONVENIENT LOCATION
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990 Pelham Parkway South
Bronx, NY 10461
718.792.1800 � bronxhouse.org
A better life for everyone.TM

R E G I S T E R  A N D  S AV E  B I G
F O R  W I N T E R  P RO G RA M S ! 

Saturday, Dec 17 
11am-2pm

This is the day to SAVE BIG, learn about our 
programs, meet staff, and take tours. 

�� Fitness Memberships - $0 Registration Fee
�� Up to $20 Off Group Classes
�� $300 Off Day Camp

BOUNCE HOUSE � FACE PAINTING
ARTS ‘N CRAFTS � FAMILY ACTIVITIES � TATTOOS
FITNESS & YOUTH SPORTS DEMOS
THE BRONX IS COOKINGTM

Discounts valid from Dec 12–18, 2016. Camp discount requires $500 deposit.
Fitness special applies to all categories except teen and senior. 

FUN &
FREE!

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact 
you in case of questions. 

Hello readers and wel-
come to another edition of 
Around Town. 

Birth Announcements 

White Plains Hospital has 
notifi ed the Bronx Times 
of the following birth an-
nouncements.

• Jaxon William Her-

nandez was born on Tues-
day, November 1 to parents 
Katherine Cruz and Victor 
Hernandez of Pelham Bay. 
He weighed eight pounds and 
15 ounces. 

• Chase Richard Vargas 

was born to parents Clau-
dia and Richard Vargas of 
Pelham Parkway on Thurs-
day, November 3. He weighed 
seven pounds and nine 
ounces. 

Attorney Honored

Hon. Josephine Bas-

tone, a supervising referee 
of the Mortgage Foreclosure 
Conference part of Bronx 
Supreme Court, was hon-
ored on Saturday, Novem-
ber 12 as Woman of the Year 
at the NAACP Parkchester 
Branch’s annual Freedom 
Fund event. 

Bastone, a past president 
of several bar associations 
and a community activist, 
serves on a number of cul-
tural and civic boards. 

Josephine Bastone

Whether you’re looking 
to work out, swim, dance, 
play an instrument, shoot 
hoops or go to camp, Bronx 
House is a community cen-
ter where its programs and 
classes provide a better life 
for everyone, as its tagline 
says.

Every year prior to their 
winter trimester, Bronx 
House holds a 1-day reg-
istration event where the 
community can save up to 
$20 off group classes and 
$300 off a full summer of 
day camp. This year, the 
event will be held Saturday, 
December 17 from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. For those interested 
in fi tness and wellness, a 
savings of up to $100 off the 
registration fee is available. 
“We know the holidays are 
a tough time for many peo-
ple,” says Corina Pintor, 
Chief Administrative Offi -
cer for Bronx House, “and 
this is our way of making 
our programs more acces-
sible to families.” 

Bronx House offers pro-
grams to suit all ages, and 
include youth sports, en-
richment programs for chil-
dren, family events, and 

music and dance instruc-
tion. Not all programs cost 
money. Free programs for 
tweens and teens provide a 
fun environment, while of-
fering enrichment classes, 
as well as college and job 
readiness programs. For 
adults ages 60 and up, mem-
bership is free with a calen-
dar full of group classes and 
workshops for continued 
learning. 

“Each year Bronx House 
provides scholarships so 
kids can go to summer camp, 
take a music class and bor-
row a instrument or have a 
safe, nurturing place to go 
after school until a parent 
gets home, added Pintor.”

For those who just want 
to “shop” that day, no Bronx 
House registration event 
would be complete without a 
bounce house, face painting, 
tattoos, arts ‘n crafts, family 
activities, fi tness and youth 
sports demonstrations, 
and The Bronx is Cooking, 
where various chefs make 
cooking fun and healthy for 
the whole family.

For more information, 
contact Corina Pintor at 
corina@bronxhouse.org.

1-day registration at Bronx House
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This Holiday...
Give a Gift that Sparkles...

Caputo
JEWELERS

O
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ADDRESS IN BRONX COUNTY  DESCRIPTION STARTING BID

2846 Marion Avenue                 1 Family House  $144,000
3309 Eastchester Road          1 Family House $306,000 
768 Pugsley Avenue** (*)   3 Family House $409,500
480 Commonwealth Avenue  2 Family House $441,000
2900 Roberts Avenue                 2 Family House $481,500
2543 Radcliff Avenue       3 Family House $495,000

** Partially occupied     *Ability to inspect interior not guaranteed

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF BRONX COUNTY

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
MONDAY DECEMBER 12, 2016 - 9:30 AM SHARP

REGISTRATION TO START AT 9:30AM
AUCTION TO START AT 10:30AM

851 Grand Concourse, Room 406; Bronx, NY

All Property Is and Will Be Sold As-Is In All respects.  All Prospective Bidders Must Pre-Qualify 
By Presenting, Prior To the Start of the Auction, a Bank or Certified Deposit Check for 10% 
of the Property’s Starting Bid and Made Payable to “THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR of BRONX 
COUNTY.” The Deposit of the Winning Bidder Will Be Retained as a Non-Refundable Contract 
Down-payment, That Will Be Forfeited and Negotiated On Behalf of the Seller If  the Winning 
Bidder Fails to Immediately Execute a Contract of Sale in the Form That Will be Provided by the 
Public Administrator.

SALES ARE ALL CASH WITH NO MORTGAGE CONTINGENCY
Closing Within 60 days, and With Time of the Essence Benefitting the Seller Only.  Further 

Terms, Conditions and Limitations are set forth in the Public Administrator’s Form Contract of 
Sale and Will be Stated Orally Prior to the Auction.  The Public Administrator Reserves the Right 
to Withdraw Any Property and Reject Any Bid Without Notice. 

The Available Properties Will Be Open for Walk-throughs on December 3rd & 4th and De-
cember 10th & 11th 2016 from 11AM to 4 PM each day. And beginning on November 28, 2016, 
Form versions of a Contract of Sale and Terms and Conditions of Sale, and Title Reports as to 
the subject properties, will be available for viewing only (no copying) at the Office of the Public 
Administrator of Bronx County, located at  851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY, 10451, Room 336, 
718-293-7660. 

Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, notice is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the City of New York ("City") has 
proposed the sale of the following City-owned property (collectively, "Disposition Area") in the Borough of Bronx:

BLOCK LOT(S)
2384 Lot 20*
2384 Lot 123**
2384 Air Rights

Over Lot 120***  

*Formerly part of Lot 20, and previously known as:
Block Lot Address
2384 25 925 Brook Avenue
2384 28 Brook Avenue 
2384 32 915 Brook Avenue
2384 33 913 Brook Avenue
2384 34 911 Brook Avenue
Demapped portion of Brook Avenue between East 163 Street and Elton Avenue

**Formerly part of Lot 20, and previously known as:
Block Lot Address
2384 20 439 East 163 Street 
2384 38 --- East 162 Street 
2384 48 433 East 162 Street
2384 8901 --- East 163 Street
Portion of demapped street-bed of Melrose Crescent between East 162 and East 163 Streets (including former Lot 8900)
Demapped portion of East 162 Street at Elton Avenue

***Formerly the Air Rights Over part of Lot 20, and previously known as: 
Block Lot Address
2384 Air Rights

                                                    Over Lot 23    --- East 163 Street  

Under HPD's Mixed Income Program: Mix and Match, sponsors purchase City-owned or privately owned land or vacant buildings and construct multifamily buildings in order to create affordable rental housing units with a range of 
affordability in which half of the units are affordable to low income households earning up to 60 percent of the Area Median Income (“AMI”) and the remaining units are affordable to other low income households.  Construction and 
permanent financing is provided through loans from private institutional lenders and from public sources including HPD, the New York City Housing Development Corporation, the State of New York, and the federal government.  
Additional funding may also be provided from the syndication of low-income housing tax credits.

Under the proposed project, the City will sell the Disposition Area to Bronx Commons Housing Development Fund Corporation ("Sponsor") for the nominal price of one dollar per tax lot, and Sponsor will convey beneficial ownership to 
Bronx Commons LLC (the “LLC”) (the Sponsor and the LLC are collectively known as “Owner”).  The Sponsor will also deliver an enforcement note and mortgage for the remainder of the appraised value (“Land Debt”).   The Owner will 
then construct one building containing a total of approximately 304 rental dwelling units, plus one unit for a superintendent, approximately 23,143 square feet of commercial space and approximately 16,802 square feet of community 
facility space on the Disposition Area.  

The Owner will enter into a 40 year regulatory agreement providing that not less than 60% of the units will be rented to households whose incomes are between 30% and 60% of AMI, unlike a standard Mix and Match project in which 50% of the 
units are rented to households with this income level. A portion of the units will be rented to households earning up to 30% of AMI, 50% of AMI and 60% of AMI, with at least 10% of the units rented to households whose incomes does not exceed 
30% of AMI. For a term not to exceed 30 years, up to 5% of the units will be set aside for homeless families with incomes up to 30% area median income (AMI) and their rents will be set at 30% of 30% of AMI for a period of not less than 30 
years. For the remaining 10 years of the regulatory term these units will no longer be set aside for homeless families, however, they will remain affordable for families with incomes up to 30% of AMI and their rents will be set at 30% of 30% of 
AMI.  Up to 40% of the units will be rented to families and individuals whose incomes are between 80% and 110% of AMI, with a portion rented to households earning up to 80% of AMI, 90% of AMI and 110% of AMI. 

The Land Debt will be repayable out of resale or refinancing profits for a period of at least thirty (30) years following completion of construction.  The remaining balance, if any, may be forgiven at the end of the term.

The appraisal and the proposed Land Disposition Agreement and Project Summary are available for public examination at the office of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New York, New York on business days during business hours.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on December 21, 2016 at 1 Centre Street, Manhattan, Mezzanine at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at which time and place 
those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter.

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office Of Contract Services, Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York 10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than five (5) business
days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon relay services.

     
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Vicki Been, Commissioner, HPD

PUBLIC NOTICE

42 Precinct
Saturday, November 26 at 8:30 p.m. -- Cops 

received a report of a burglary at a beauty salon 
located at 809 E. 169th Street. A thief entered 
through a side door and removed a television and 
personal items, according to a preliminary inves-
tigation. The person police are looking for is de-
scribed as a male black, approximately 35-years-
old and five feet, 11 inches tall. 

45 Precinct
Saturday, December 3 -- Police responded to 

a 911 call of a woman unconscious at 1534 Erick-
son Place. Upon arriving, officers found a 55-year-
old woman. EMS was called and pronounced the 
woman dead on the scene. A 32-year-old man has 
been arrested.  

49 Precinct
Saturday, December 3 at 1:30 p.m. --- Police 

got a report from the victim of an assault and rob-
bery on Arnow Avenue. The victim was punched in 
the face by an assailant. He then took out a knife 
and threatened to harm her. He then took the vic-
tim’s cellular phone and fled. 

Don’t throw away that old lettuce in 
the back of your fridge.  Repurpose it 
by bringing it to Lehman’s Food Scrap 
Drop Off location on Mondays from 8 to 
10 a.m. The initiative is a joint project 
of the NYC Compost Project and Leh-
man College Campus Sustainability 
Council This program is open to all.

Since late 2009, the on-site Rocket 
Composter has been used to process 
approximately 120 pounds of food 
waste produced each day from food 
preparation at the College. Addition-
ally, the College has a food pulper that 

extracts moisture from food, and chops 
it into small pieces, thereby doubling 
the amount that can than be processed 
by the composter.

All scraps dropped off at the college 
will be turned into compost and used 
throughout the Bronx, at Lehman, in 
community gardens, or even as part of 
a compost giveaway in the spring so in-
dividuals can bring nutrients to their 
own fl ower or garden plots. Donations 
will not only lessen the city’s   environ-
mental impact but will help nurture  
the natural plant life that we enjoy.

Composting takes off at Lehman
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Complimentary Gift 
Baskets Available*

BUY ONE,  
GET ONE FREE 
B

25% OFF
SUNGLASSES

Made Easy
with gifts of better vision

*

*

Donate To Our

Holiday Toy Drive

*See Associates For Complete Offer Details. Some Restrictions Apply. 

Parkchester c Westchester Sq.  c  Hunts Point c Throggs Neck 

800.230.EYES   metrooptics.com
(Temporarily Closed)
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
ment at (718) 742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@
cnglocal.com.
Around Town: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be 
published. All announcements must be mailed 
to the Bronx Times Reporter 3604 East Tremont 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465,  before the Friday 
preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
Community Calendar: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups 
can have their special event dates announced free 
of charge. Mail should be addressed to Com-
munity Calendar and received no later than the 
Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
$15.00; 2 years for $25.00,  within Bronx county. 
Out of county subscriptions are $35.00 per year.
Change Of Address: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accom-
panied by the mailing label from your newspaper 
showing complete name, address and subscription 
number (top left corner).

Copyright © 2016 by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper 
nor any part thereof may be reproduced, copied or 
transmitted in any form, electronic or mechanical, 
including photocopying, microfi lming, recording 
or by an information retrieval system without 
the express written permission of the publisher. 
This copyright is extended to the design  and 
text created for advertisements. Reproduction 
of said advertisement or any part thereof without 
the express written permission of Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc. is strictly prohibited.

Subscribing Community Groups
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Albanian
independence

(The following letter was 
sent to the Albanian commu-
nity from Borough President 
Ruben, Jr.)

Congratulations on your 
celebration of the 104th Anni-
versary of the independence of 
Albania. The Bronx is home to 
the largest population of peo-
ple of Albanian descent out-
side of Europe, and I am proud 
to continue to partner with 
this important community 
and your organization to re-
build and rebrand the Bronx.

The Bronx has a great con-
nection to Albania, and we 
are proud of that shared heri-
tage. With a population of over 
12,000 people of Albanian de-
scent – more than any other 
borough in NewYork City and 
the largest Albanian commu-
nity in the United States. Our 
borough’s history with the Al-
banian community goes back 

Remember
the good

Dear editor,
Regarding the ‘Allegations 

made against Deputy Inspec-
tor Keith Walton’, remember 
that there are two sides to ev-
ery story. I some how doubt 
that he would risk his career 
after just becoming deputy in-
spector. I wasn’t there, but it 
almost sounds like a set up. 
If he is found to be innocent 
of these charges and allega-
tions, it is a total miscarriage 
of justice, and how they have 
ruined an excellent man’s ca-
reer. Most important, let’s re-
member all the good that he 
has done.

Madelon Makowski, RN

Give warm
clothing

Dear editor,
I would like to encourage 

everyone to give back this holi-
day season. Please think about 
donating scarves, gloves, hats, 
and other outerwear to local 
clothes drives. Our homeless 
are in serious need of these 
items as the freezing cold 
weather is quickly approach-

Commendable
police action

Dear editor,
On Wednesday, Novem-

ber 23 at about 8:40 a.m. on 
Westchester Avenue, near 
Buhre Avenue a male pedes-
trian appeared to be sick and 
possibly suffering a seizure. 
The man was on the sidewalk 
in the caring arms of 45th Pre-
cinct police offi cer Rios badge 
#27074. 

The man looked liked he 
had trouble communicating 
and was drooling.  Offi cer 
Rios was very processional 
and quickly responded to the 
man’s needs and the urgency 
of the situation. So was the 
other responding police offi -
cers, Fire Department person-
nel and emergency medical 
technicians.

When the man came to he 
told the people who came to as-
sist him “I Love You!”

Thanks and gratitude to 
offi cer Rios for his hard work 
and nitty gritty actions, call-
ing for assistance immedi-
ately to get medical attention 
and caring with comforting 
words to assist a man from 
possibly falling into some-
thing and getting hurt. This 
man received courtesy, pro-
fessionalism and respect from 
the police department.  

Jimmy Wilson

to the 1930s, when a young Re-
gis Philbin was growing up 
in the streets of Van Nest and 
Morris Park. Today, from Bel-
mont to Pelham Parkway to 
Morris Park and everywhere 
in between, Albanians are 
helping to strengthen the core 
of the Bronx when it comes 
to our business, cultural and 
non-profi t communities. 

Since as early as my assem-
blyman days I have been in-
volved with the Albanian com-
munity in the borough. Later 
in August of 2009, I joined to-
gether with our borough’s Al-
banian community to honor 
Mother Teresa with her very 
own street in the Bronx, a por-
tion of Lydig Avenue between 
Holland and Wallace Avenues 
that we now call Mother Te-
resa Way.

That historic event could 
not have happened without 
the hard work of my friend, 
Esad A. Rizai, along with the 
Albanian American Society 
Foundation, Sons & Daugh-
ters of Albanian in America 
and the Albanian Community 
Center, who worked so hard 
for over two decades to make 
that happen. 

Ruben Diaz Jr.

ing. 
Everyone, please encour-

age your schools and com-
munity organizations to host 
clothes drives to make a posi-
tive difference in our com-
munity. Let’s make the next 
generation of our community 
aware of our surroundings, 
and allow them to take part in 
giving back during this holi-
day season. Happy holidays to 
all.

Juliana Masciarelli

An end to
empty promises

Dear editor,
Thank you, Tom Allon, for a 

sane appraisal of what a Trump 
presidency can accomplish, for 
New York and every other ma-
jor city in the nation that has 
been plagued by deplorable liv-
ing conditions, transportation 
woes and empty promises from 
elected offi cials who fail to pur-
sue a corrective agenda once 
they are in offi ce. 

With a Republican majority 
in Congress, let’s hope that the 
partisan fi ghting between the 
branches of government will 
stop so that real progress can 
be made for the benefi t of all. 
From you to God’s (and hope-
fully Trump’s) ear.

Paulette Sorg

Preparing for
Donald Trump

Dear editor,
Recently I received a ‘Dear 

Friend’ (who knew) email 
from NYC Comptroller Scott 
Stringer with the subject line 
‘Preparing for the President-
Elect’. This email was not sur-
prising except to demonstrate 
the lengths to which our elected 
‘progressive’ politicians will go 
to spread fear about the presi-
dent elect’s policy regarding il-
legal ‘criminal’ immigrants.

Stringer posits that Pres-
ident-Elect Trump has taken 
aim at “our values” by vowing 
to cancel all federal funding 
to sanctuary cities like New 
York.  

I don’t mean to single out 
Stringer as he is pushing the 
same negative response to Mr. 
Trump’s electoral win as are 
all the NYC progressive Demo-
crats.  

Mayor de Blasio stated 
shortly after the election that 
New York will remain a ‘sanc-
tuary city’ for undocumented 
immigrants. The city will re-

ject federal aid that comes with 
objectionable strings attached, 
such as requiring local cops to 
turn over people they learn are 
here illegally. 

When did the president-
elect say that? 

This was followed by City 
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito, who organized a rally 
on the steps of City Hall, declar-
ing that Trump was xenophobic 
and racist. In her words, “There 
is nothing left to say about Don-
ald Trump other than that he is 
a disgusting, racist demagogue 
who has no business running 
for president, period”.  How is 
that for preparing for the pres-
ident-elect?

So what is going on here?  
Are we to believe the president-
elect “is taking aim at our val-
ues” by cutting funding for 
sanctuary cities like New York?  
No. because most New Yorkers 
will not buy into this nonsense.  
The president-elect will not cut 
federal funding to the NYPD 
or any other program that pro-
vides assistance to legal immi-
grants.

The president-elect has been 
very clear that he will cut fund-
ing to city programs that assist 
illegal immigrants with crimi-
nal records, such as Francisco 
Sanchez, a fi ve-time repeat 
drug offender who was released 
from jail by San Francisco law 
enforcement offi cials who de-
clined to hold or prosecute him, 
released him, and he then mur-
dered Kathryn Steinle, only 32, 
in front of her parents. This is 
not what New Yorkers value. 

Democratic progressives 
and elites should wake up to 
the fact that the people have 
spoken and Donald Trump is 
the president-elect. Now is the 
time for NYC to move forward 
and work with the Mr. Trump.  

Carl J. Cannizzaro

Dear editor,
There is a postal scam go-

ing on that is preventing peo-
ple from  mailing letters from 
a USPS mail box.

The USPS blue collection 
box at the corner of Pelham 
Parkway North and Wallace 
Avenue currently has glue on 
the inside of the mail chute 
door to catch mail containing 
in many instances checks.

Thank you for your atten-
tion to this important matter.

 Sidney Rosenthal

Attempts at
mail theft
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New Year’s Eve Gala
With a front row seat to the Manhattan Skyline, spend your 

evening celebrating the New Year in style in Marina Del Rey’s 
ballrooms while enjoying our renowned cuisine.

Beginning at 7:30PM
Our famous deluxe hot & cold cocktail soiree 
with a seafood station 
Unlimited Beverage and Liquor Service
Coffee—Tea—Decaf 
Viennese Dessert Table With Deluxe Breakfast

Dancing until 2:00AM
Featuring continuous music by
“THE PROJEKT”
Dinner
Duet of Sorbet 
Trio plate of pasta 
Filet mignon and lobster tail

At Midnight
Champagne Toast To Ring In The New Year

Reservations: 718-931-6500

All Inclusive
$175 Per Person

$50 deposit required
Full payment due on or Before 

December 29, 2016
Visa/Mastercard accepted

Marina Del Rey

Spe ctacular Wate rviews

1 Marina Drive Bronx NY 10465
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A NYC Department of En-

vironmental Protection con-
struction project that has 
caused traffi c congestion just 
outside the Jacobi Medical 
Center and Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine will con-
tinue through fall 2018, ac-
cording to city offi cials.

The DEP is working to re-
place existing sanitary and 
storm sewer structures in the 
Westchester Creek area and 
install upgraded water treat-
ment  equipment. 

The project will also in-
clude the relocation of a gas 
main on Eastchester Road, in-
stallation of new traffi c con-
trol devices on Eastchester 
Road, Morris Park Avenue 
and Waters Place.

During the $22 million proj-
ect, the DEP will substantially 
enlarge two underground reg-
ulators, or sewer junctures, 
under Eastchester Road to re-
duce the discharge of raw sew-
age into Westchester Creek. 

In addition to work at the 
busy intersection, work is also 
being performed between Wa-
ters Place and Bassett Avenue, 
on the west side of Eastchester 

DEP project to impact local hospitals
Road and on Morris Park Ave-
nue west of the intersection.

About 400 million gallons 
of sludge will be diverted to 
the Hunts Point Wastewater 
Treatment Plant annually 
once the project is completed, 
according to the DEP.

Elizabeth Santamaria, the 
construction community liai-
son for the DEC, said changes 
to the traffi c lanes and pat-
terns at the intersection are 
only temporary. 

“The traffi c re-route on 
Morris Park Avenue and 
Eastchester Road for the 
Westchester Creek CSO Mod-
ifi cations is only through the 
duration of the project.”

In addition to noise and 
dust from the construction 
work, area residents are also 
advised there will be limited 
parking on Eastchester Road 
and limited street access from 
some side roads. 

Area residents may also 
experience water service in-
terruptions, however the DEP 
will notify residents by 4 p.m. 
the day before. 

Water service will be re-
stored every day by 6 p.m.  

Community Board 11 dis-

trict manager Jeremy Wer-
neke said the project has been 
a headache for drivers since 
it began, and relief was not in 
sight any time soon. 

The traffi c has been a topic 
of discussion at CB 11 meet-
ings.

“It’s going on until 2018 and 
they haven’t even started on 
Waters Place yet,” Werneke 
said. “The backup of traffi c 
has been horrendous.”

The reconstruction project 

was applauded by Councilman 
James Vacca. 

He said his offi ce had re-
ceived  regular complaints 
about the odor and appearance 
of the creek, which is located a 
half mile from the project, and 
said it had been a topic of com-
plaint for decades.

Vacca spokesman Frank 
Fraioli said Vacca’s staff had 
called for traffi c agents to help 
alleviate backups at the site in 
October. 

The DEP now has assigned 
traffi c agents at the scene 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 

Two traffi c agents are sta-
tioned at the intersection, 
while one works at Morris 
Park and another BY AR-
THUR at Eastchester Road.

There have not been any 
formal complaints about traf-
fi c made to the councilman’s 
offi ce the past month, he said.

Roadwork by the DOT at the intersection of Eastchester Road and Morris Park Avenue has caused traffi c issues 
for over a year. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano
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have 
stuff?

We have the space!

NOW OPEN AT

718-684-6448

*Two Months FREE!
Conveniently located at 1260 Waters Place, Bronx, NY 10461
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 ○ Flexible Month-to-Month Leases

 ○ 24/7 Video Recording

 ○ Convenient Access Hours

 ○ Award-Winning Customer Service

 ○ Climate Controlled Storage Units

 ○ *Free Move-in Truck and Driver
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1748 Crosby Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 792-2020
1086 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 892-7000

www.eyedoctorsbronx.com

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY:
Dr. A.J. Contento • Dr. Evan Kaplan • Dr. Annette Contento 

WE ACCEPT:
BCBS • HIP • Oxford • United Healthcare • Medicare • Medicaid  
Aetna/US Health Care • Emblem Health • GHI • UFT VSP 32 B-J • PHCS 
Davis Vision • Locals 1199 & Most Unions

Take $75 OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR OF GLASSES  

with  
ANY PREMIUM ESSILOR LENSES

With purchase of complete pair of glasses. Some restrictions apply. 
Not to be combined with any other offer or vision plan.  

Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer ends 1/2/17

FIND THE L ATEST TRENDS & ST YLES

Thinking about  
LASER VISION CORRECTION?

Come in for a FREE consultation & see if  
you are a candidate. Find out the facts from  

our Doctors at Eye Care Unlimited.

Use Your  
Flex Spending  
Before the  
Year Runs Out!

Bring a new, unwrapped toy  

to Eye Care Unlimited &  

make a less fortunate  

child happy this Christmas!
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two organizations in 

neighboring communities 
are planning tree lightings to 
speed holiday cheer. 

Both the Pelham Bay Mer-
chants Association and the 
Waterbury-LaSalle Commu-
nity Association will hold 
separate Christmas tree 
events on Sunday, December 
11. 

The PBMA event, held 
at Keane Square Park, will 
take place from noon to 
about 5 p.m., said Irene Gua-
nill, volunteer and PBMA 
president.

Youngsters will bring their 
own ornaments, either store 
bought or homemade, to the 
tree; it will be decorated by 
community members and 
families and then lit, said 
Guanill.

The event, which is in its 
fourth year, was so beloved by 
the community that they ral-
lied together to make it hap-
pen again this year when it 
seemed like it might fall by the 
wayside, she said. It is an es-
pecially joyous event for chil-
dren, she added. 

“Your child will come with 
an ornament and then your 

WLCA, Pelham Bay Merchants light trees on Dec. 11th
child will put that ornament 
on the tree (during decorat-
ing),” said Guanill, adding “I 
fi nd that it brings the com-
munity together because here 
we are putting up a Christ-
mas Tree…and you have your 
neighbors helping you.” 

The children participat-
ing often get into the spirit by 
spending a long time making 
ornaments by hand, and then 
visit the community’s tree 
to see their work on display 
while it remains in the park 
for the holiday season, said 
Guanill. 

Over at Waterbury-La-
Salle’s Schneider Sampson 
Square, the WLCA will hold 
its holiday event at 6:30 p.m., 
also on Sunday. 

Their holiday celebration 
has become a staple of that 
community for nearly two de-
cades, according to organiza-
tion board members. 

The event is designed to 
be something of a “country 
Christmas,” said Mary Jane 
Musano, WLCA board mem-
ber. 

Typically, a crowd gathers 
at the park, and Santa Claus 
arrives to greet the children 
on a horse-drawn carriage 

that’s courtesy of Chateau Sta-
bles, said Musano. 

Once Santa arrives, the 
donated tree will be lit in the 
park, she said. 

Then children will have 
the chance to tell Santa their 
holiday wishes and receive a 
gift, she said. 

The event draws families 

not just from Waterbury-La-
Salle, but from nearby com-
munities, said Musano. 

But the tree lighting is not 
just for children, said added. 

“We encourage everyone to 
come out to this event,” said 
Musano. “It is a chance to talk 
to your neighbors and wish ev-
erybody happy holidays, and 
the kids get something spe-
cial.” 

The event is a real com-
munity effort, and everyone 
seems to want to chip in a bit 
to make it a success, said Mu-
sano. 

Senator Jeff Klein has at-
tended the event year after 
year, said Andrew Chirico, 
WLCA board member, adding 
that there is typically holiday 
music and food. 

One of the adults looking 
forward to the tree lighting is 
Annie Boller, a WLCA board 
member. 

She said she enjoys dress-
ing as an elf to spread holiday 
cheer during the Schneider 
Sampson Park ceremony.

“The children love the 
event: they are there lined up 
way before our start time,” 
she said, adding, “The smiles 
on their faces are awesome.” 

As in previous years, local children will visit with Santa Claus at the an-
nual Waterbury LaSalle Community Association tree lighting on Sunday, 
December 11.
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

DECEMBER EXTRAVAGANZA!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

December Special 10% 
of any treatment

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
District Attorney Darcel Clark is 

requesting a grand jury to investigate 
the shooting death of 66-year old Debo-
rah Danner.

Danner was shot on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 18 by NYPD sergeant Hugh Barry.

“I will ask the Administrative 
Judge of the Supreme Court to impanel 
a special grand jury to investigate the 
fatal shooting of Deborah Danner, a 
66-year-old woman, in her apartment 
... and to determine whether, and to 
what extent, criminal charges should 
be brought in connection with that in-
cident,” Clark said on Monday, Decem-
ber 5.

“I have pledged to the people of the 
Bronx to conduct a thorough, fair in-
vestigation into this matter and I be-
lieve that presenting the evidence to 
a grand jury will best accomplish that 
goal,” Clark added. “It is important to 
determine exactly what happened in 
this tragic incident.”

She also said there is  “no timetable 
for the grand jury to be impaneled or 
for it to reach a determination.”

Danner’s death stirred controversy 
throughout the Bronx, the country 
and social media.

Police responded to a 911 call at the 
630 Pugsley Avenue apartment at 6:06 
pm.

They arrived at Danner’s 7E apart-
ment where she swung a pair of scis-
sors at them.

The fi ve offi cers were able to get her 
to put the scissors down but Danner 
later picked up a bat and began swing-
ing it at them before Barry shot her.

Danner had reportedly struggled 
with schizophrenia. 

Protesters have recently decried 
police treatment of people with mental 

DA calls on Grand 
Jury to investigate 
Danner shooting

illnesses.
Following the shooting, NYPD 

commissioner James O’Neill said the 
department had “failed Danner”

Mayor de Blasio noted the offi cers 
were originally able to de-escalate the 
situation but wondered why they were 
not able to get Danner to drop the bat.

“But why the rest of the protocol 
wasn’t followed is what we don’t under-
stand,” DeBlasio added.

When dealing with a person with 
a history of mental illness, offi cers 
are supposed to wait for the Emer-
gency Services Unit which is specially 
trained to deal with mentally-ill civil-
ians.

Following Danner’s death, the 
Bronx became home to a protest march 
on October 19 which started at her 
building and made it’s way through 
Soundview to the 43rd Precinct.

The next day elected offi cials held 
a vigil to remember Danner, called 
for peace and requested a further look 
into the events surrounding Danner’s 
shooting.

At the press conference Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo called for more 
accountability among offi cers.

“We love you - we know the work 
you do - it’s not easy and I don’t envy 
the job you have to do” Crespo said dur-
ing the vigil in a message to members 
of the NYPD. “But at the same time we 
have to be able to say to our own col-
leagues, ‘You did the wrong thing, you 
weren’t supposed to do that, you made 
us all look bad.’”

Danner’s death reminded some 
Bronxites of the 1984 shooting of 66-
year old Eleanor Bumpurs.

Police shot and killed Bumpurs, 
who had a history of mental illness, 
while she was waving a knife at offi -
cers.

Police were trying to help evict 
Bumpurs because she had fallen be-
hind on rent.

I have pledged to the 
people of the Bronx to 

conduct a thorough, fair 
investigation into this 

matter and I believe that 
presenting the evidence 
to a grand jury will best 
accomplish that goal.

Darcel Clark
District Attorney

Deborah Danner. Photo Courtesy of Facebook
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is Underway!
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Welcome Center - 
Queens (Rego Park) 

1-888-343-3547 
Bay Shore

(631) 231-3696
Bronx

(718) 896-2531
Chinatown

(212) 226-6157
Flushing

(718) 896-4511
Inwood

(212) 942-3111
Jamaica

(718) 906-0800

Patchogue
(631) 475-7200

Ridgewood
(718) 896-2694
Spring Valley

(845) 356-0194
Staten Island

(718) 420-1236
Sunset Park

(718) 633-5308 
Westbury

(516) 334-6588
Yonkers

(914) 233-5222

BY ROBERT WIRSING
An ambitious affordable hous-

ing project in Norwood has earned a 
prestigious honor.

On Monday, November 28, Web-
ster Commons, designed by Aufgang 
Architects, was selected as the 2016 
Project of the Year by the New York 
Association for Affordable Housing.

NYSAFAH annually celebrates 
projects demonstrating excellence 
in development and construction 
in addition to affordability and de-
sign.

Constructed by Joy Construc-
tion, Webster Commons is a 470,000 
square foot project located at 3620 
Webster Avenue and is comprised of 
484 affordable units in five buildings 
ranging from nine- to 12-stories.

The complex features indoor and 
outdoor recreation areas, commu-
nity facilities, above ground on-site 
parking and a universal pre-k class-
room.

Aufgang’s design for Webster 
Commons includes a combination of 
colored bricks, panels and various 
levels of setbacks and terraces along 
the façade.

“My colleagues and I are proud to 
receive this NYSAFAH award,” said 
Ariel Aufgang, AIA, Aufgang Ar-
chitects principal. “As we strive to 
creatively apply our experience, in-
sights and expertise to the design of 
our clients’ projects including both 
affordable and luxury commercial 
buildings and adaptive re-use de-
signs, we have worked closely with 
NYSAFAH and its members.”

Aufgang said each building in 
Webster Commons has its own dis-
tinctive stylistic approach.

This is a welcomed departure 
from large affordable projects of de-
cades past that were characterized 
by multiple large, monolithic build-
ings whose designs reflected few 
aesthetic considerations. 

The five buildings known as A, B, 

C, D and E are 100 percent devoted 
to people qualifying for affordable 
housing. 

Building C is exclusively in-
tended for senior housing, according 
to Aufgang.

The project is situated on a 2.3 
acre parcel located east of Webster 
Avenue and north of Gun Hill Road. 

Prior to development, the site 
was owned by the Woodlawn Ceme-
tery for over a century and used as a 
holding area for stones from the his-
toric cemetery.

Webster Commons, LLC pur-
chased the site in December 2008.

Established in 1971, Aufgang Ar-
chitects is known for its thought-
ful, effective and creative designs 
for both affordable and luxury 
multifamily buildings and hotels 
throughout the New York metropoli-
tan area.

Formed in 1995, Joy Construction 
is a full service general contracting 
and development firm specializing 
in multifamily and commercial proj-
ects throughout NYC.

Its extensive Bronx portfolio in-
cludes the Aufgang designed St. 
Ann’s Terrace on 756-820 St. Ann’s 
Avenue, 1115 Intervale Avenue, 1800 
Southern Boulevard, 1150 Tiffany 
Street, 1340-1356 Louis Niné Bou-
levard, Intervale Gardens Apart-
ments on 1157A Intervale Avenue, 
950 Westchester Avenue, Granite 
Terrace Apartments on 520 Concord 
Avenue, 1752-1756 Walton Avenue, 
112 Henwood Avenue and 3170 Web-
ster Avenue among others.

“The board overwhelmingly ap-
proved the construction of Webster 
Commons,” said Karl Stricker, Com-
munity Board 12 second vice chair-
man and CB 12 Land Use Committee 
chairman. 

“This project will make it possi-
ble for Bronxites to afford to stay in 
our borough,” said Councilman An-
drew Cohen.

Webster Commons named 
2016 ‘Project of the Year’ 

Webster Commons is a 470,00 square foot complex with 484 affordable units in fi ve build-
ings on 3620 Webster Avenue. Photo courtesy of Aufgang Architects
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Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

Reservations Now

State tourism signs such as the ones on the Hutchinson River Parkway 
near Co-op City are a point of contention between the state and the fed-
eral Department of Transportation. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The U.S. Department of 

Transportation and Federal 
Highway Administration do 
not love the hundreds of  ‘I 
Love NY’ tourism signs that 
have been placed on New York 
state highways over the past 
fi ve years, including some 
that were recently installed in 
the Bronx, and wants them re-
moved. 

The state has put up over 
500 of the large blue signs on 
highways across the state. at a 
cost of almost $17 million. 

The signs include the iconic 
“I Love New York” logo, along 
with icons that promote the 
‘Path Toward History’ tour-
ism program, the ‘Taste NY’ 
program that promotes state 
food and drink offerings and 
one for the state parks.

The  primary sign is fol-
lowed in quick succession by 
four smaller signs.

The signs encourage trav-
ellers to visit the state tourism 
website, iloveny.com, and the 
state tourism app. 

There are 16 such signs in 
Bronx County, which can be 
seen on the Bronx River Park-
way and Hutchinson River 
Parkway.

‘I Love NY’ signs not loved, funding threatened
Governor Cuomo has been 

a vocal cheerleader for state 
tourism, which he has cited as 
a major economic engine for 
the Empire State. 

“Tourism is a major driver 
of New York’s economy and 
these signs are part of a multi-
pronged effort that has helped 
increase tourism across this 
state,” said Adam Ostrowski, 
spokesman for the Empire 
State Development Corpora-
tion.

“Last year, the tourism 
industry generated a record-
breaking economic impact of 
$102 billion statewide while 
supporting more than 894,000 
jobs and contributing $8 bil-
lion in state and local taxes.”

But federal DOT offi cials 
never approved the signs, and 
warned the state in 2011 as the 
program was ramping up, to 
stop installing them.

The feds are now threaten-
ing to withhold up to $1 billion 
in federal funding unless the 
signs are removed. 

The  sign’s lettering is too 
small and hard to read for a 
highway motorist and could 
distract drivers, the federal 
agency charges. 

“We have continued to let 

state DOT know that these 
signs are not in compliance,” 
said Federal Highway Ad-
ministration spokesman 
Neil Gaffney. “A particular 

area of concern for us is the 
fact that we are committed 
to reducing situations where 
distracted driving can occur, 
and these signs can distract 

drivers. We are working to 
bring the state into compli-
ance.”

Adding to the awkward-
ness is the fact that the signs 
were made outside the state in 
an Arkansas factory because 
the state did not have the nec-
essary equipment to make 
them, according to published 
reports verifi ed by the state 
DOT.

State DOT spokesman 
Gary Holmes said a meet-
ing with the federal DOT and 
highway department had 
been scheduled this month in 
Washington where he hoped 
the sign disagreements could 
be worked out.

“This issue has been dis-
cussed for years and involves 
the interpretation of rules for 
directional signage versus 
informational signage, and 
whether or not an email ad-
dress can be posted.,” said Hol-
mes. “This isn’t high crime, 
but minor disagreements that 
we look forward to meeting 
with the feds in order to re-
solve. 

“The ‘I Love NY’ tourism 
program is highly successful 
and a big economic driver, ” h 
said.
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
World Series of Fighting will end 

2016 with a bang on Sunday, Decem-
ber 31. 

A slate of mixed martial arts bouts 
will be aired on New Years Eve live 
from Madison Square Garden on the 
NBC networks.

One of the top matches on the 
11-match card features David Branch, 
the Bronx-born, light heavyweight and 
middleweight champion, who will de-
fend his middleweight belt against fel-
low grappler Louis Taylor of Chicago. 

Branch, who now resides in the 
Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brook-
lyn, said he was looking forward to de-
fending his middleweight belt in his 
hometown. 

Mixed martial arts fi ghting was il-
legal in New York until just last year. 

Branch said being able to fi ght in 
his own backyard instead of travelling 
to Las Vegas was a big deal for him.

“Just knowing that I can bring all 
of my fans from home, that they could 
come see me fi ght, was a huge thing for 
me,” the 35-year-old said from his Da-
vid Branch Martial Arts and Jiu-Jitsu 
studio in Hoboken, NJ, where he now 
trains.

The fi rst hour of the event will air 
live on the NBC Sports Network from 3 
to 4 p.m. The event will then continue 
on NBC 4 New York from 4. to 6 p.m.

Branch has fought competitively 
for almost ten years, and competed in 
the UFC and Bellator MMA associa-
tions before fi nding major success in 
the WSOF, racking up nine wins in a 
row since 2012. 

It’s a far cry from his early days 
spent in various parts of the Bronx 
such as Mosholu Parkway, Gun Hill 
Road and Hunts Point. 

He moved to Manhattan when he 
was 10 and attended A. Philip Ran-
dolph Campus High School in Harlem.  

“I was all over,” he recalled with a 
laugh.

Branch said he stumbled into MMA 
fi ghting years ago by chance and never 
looked back.

“I’ve always been around fi ghting, 

Bronx-born MMA 
fi ghter to defend title 
Sun., Dec. 31 on NBC

and fate just came swinging my way 
one day,” he said. “I bought tapes from 
[a street peddler] and I took [them] 
home and looked at [them] and said, 
‘This is what I wanna do.’” 

Branch said his full-time job is pre-
paring for injuries and the certainty of 
pain that the matches entail. 

“The training is rough, every day 
you have to do something different to 
train your body in different ways,” he 
said. “But it’s more about the mental 
training, getting yourself ready to go 
into that element and be able to thrive 
and win.” 

Branch said his fi ghts are a techni-
cal display of skills that even a non-fan 
could appreciate, and that he hoped 
new viewers will tune in to give the 
sport a chance.    

“It’s not just the brutality of it where 
you put two people in the ring ... like 
human cockfi ghting,” he said. “That’s 
not the style I fi ght with – it’s aestheti-
cally pleasing. I use techniques that 
make people say holy sh-t, I can’t be-
lieve he just did that.”

A self-proclaimed problem child in 
his youth, Branch said he wanted to 
start speaking to young people, espe-
cially troubled and inner city youth, 
about how to deal with adversity.

“I want to be an ambassador for 
other kids who are troubled, to tell 
them they have another way,” he said. 
“I was in and out of trouble growing 
up, but I was able to make it out of 
those circumstances and create a busi-
ness for myself and be successful in a 
super-competitive market and making 
it to number one. I want them to know 
that’s possible if they put their head 
into it.”

Bronx native David Branch will defend his 
middleweight title live on NBC’s New Year’s 
Eve from MSG. Courtesy of WSOF

It’s more about the 
mental training, getting 
yourself ready to go into 

that element and be 
able to thrive and win.

David Branch
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Saturday & Sunday, December 17th & 18th

Courtesy Of

White Plains Road BID

White Plains Road
2 5

IS COMING TO TOWN
Saturday & Sunday, December 10th & 11th

Support your Local Merchants at Pelham Parkway & White Plains Road where you will always find sales and bargins galore!

Happy Holidays

Business Improvement District

Santa Claus

SHOP THE 100 STORES

Saturday, December 24th - Christmas Eve
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THE STAFF OF BRONX PIZZERIA WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OUR 
FRIENDS, FAMILY AND CUSTOMERS A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR. THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
In a sure sign Christmas is 

just around the corner, the an-
nual Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District 
Holiday Celebration will light 
up the night Friday, December 
16 at Owen Dolen Park.

The event will run from 5 
to 8 p.m. at the park, located at 
2551 Westchester Square. 

Celebrants can take part 
in the community tree light-
ing, take pictures with Santa 
Claus in his village and listen 
to yuletide carolers perform 
holiday favorites. 

There will also be gifts for 
children 12 and under while 
supply lasts.

This year’s event is later 
than usual because they had 
to work around Santa’s busy 
schedule, said BID executive 
director Lisa Sorin.

“The Santa we feature is 
the only one we like to use, 
because his name is actually 
legally Santa Claus,” Sorin 
said. “We call him the real 
Santa Claus, and Westchester 
Square is privileged to have 
him.”

The BID supplies 400 toys, 
hot chocolate and cider, as well 
as holiday music and music for 

the children to dance to.
“It’s truly about bring-

ing out the family and letting 
them enjoy the holiday sea-
son,” she said. “Sometimes we 
lose focus of the fact that this 
is truly a small village, a com-
munity - so when these events 
happen, it showcases the resi-
dents and businesses that are 
here for the families.”

Westchester Square BID holiday celebration Dec. 16

The holiday event has for 
many years been a partner-
ship with the NYC Parks De-
partment, who organize a 
group of carolers featuring 
children from the after school 
programs at the Owen Dolen 
Recreation Center.

“The children come out 
beautifully dressed as old 
school carolers and they go 

from store to store. We love to 
make sure the merchants who 
can’t get to the tree lighting 
also get to enjoy the celebra-
tion,” she said.   

The partnership with Owen 
Dolen begins on Thanksgiv-
ing, when the Westchester 
Square BID provides food for 
the staff to prepare for 300-
plus local residents.

“It’s the volunteers and 
families from the Parks De-
partment who cook it and 
serve it the day of, so Parks 
has always been a strong part-
ner for us,” Sorin asid. 

She also credited Council-
man James Vacca with help-
ing the BID host the holiday 
celebration and various holi-
day events.

“Councilman Vacca has 
supported us from the very 
beginning, and he provides 
funds that help us run our 
summer concerts and our Hal-
loween event, which this year 
hosted close to 2,000 people,” 
Sorin said. “His offi ce is all 
about family.”

As for businesses the BID 
represents, Sorin said the 
economy seems to have picked 
up in recent months. 

She said foot traffi c is up, 
according to business owners 
she has spoken to. 

Shopping local seems to be 
making a comeback, she said.

“I want to believe that con-
sumers who shop in the area 
feel like going back to old-
school shopping where you 
know your cashier and store 
manager,” she said. “It’s a 
good feeling.”

Last year’s Westchester Square Holiday Celebration and Christmas Tree Lighting. File Photo
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Throggs Neck commu-

nity came together to celebrate 
the holidays with festive lights 
in its commercial corridor and 
a tree lighting ceremony. 

The Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association reports that 
this year its annual fundrais-
ing drive for the holiday lights 
went better than it typically 
does, with more donations than 
ever arriving in the mail. 

All told, the TNMA had 
over 50 strands of holiday 
lights hung over East Tremont 
Avenue shortly after Thanks-
giving, according to Steven 
Kaufman, outgoing TNMA 
president. 

Kaufman said he believes 
the lights send a message that 
Throggs Neck is a cohesive 
community that is in the holi-
day spirit. He hopes that it will 
encourage shopping along the 
commercial corridor. 

“People feel it is very im-
portant to have these lights,” 
he said. “Without the lights, 
we would have a darkened 
corridor that would be somber 
and sad; now you drive here 
and you have these beautiful 
lights welcoming people.” 

The TNMA president said 

TNMA brightens holiday season with Christmas lights

the group raised roughly 80% 
of what was needed from the 
lights through the mail as of 
press time. 

“It is our best year ever,” he 
said of the effort, adding that 
in some years a delegation 
from the TNMA has had to go 
door-to-door many times to 
the merchants on East Trem-
ont Avenue to raise what was 
needed for lights. 

John Cerini, TNMA trea-
surer said that his Facebook 
page received a deluge of com-
ments, almost all positive, in 
response to a post about the 

placement of the holiday lights 
along East Tremont Avenue 
this year. 

“Out of over 300 comments, 
only three were negative,” said 
Cerini. “The responses were 
overwhelmingly positive; they 
mean everything to the chil-
dren and they brighten up the 
spirit of the community.” 

The association’s treasurer 
said that he wishes everyone 
a happy holiday season and 
hope that they enjoy and ap-
preciate the lights. 

Cerini also said that the 
community’s annual Christ-

mas tree lighting, hosted by 
Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto, with the TNMA, at De-
Rosa O’Boyle Triangle on Sun-
day, December 5, was a huge 
success.  

This year, roughly 700 gifts 
were distributed, according to 
the TNMA. 

Santa Claus came and vis-
ited with the children as well, 
and there were Christmas 
Carols by Anne Meyers and 
the St. Benedict’s Choir, hot 
chocolate and cookies. 

The gifts for the children 
are provided by the TNMA 

and purchased with funds 
raised at merchant associa-
tion outings throughout the 
year, said Geri Colon, a TNMA 
volunteer. 

These fundraisers include 
a golf outing and a dinner 
dance, she said. 

“You cannot believe the 
smiles on the faces of the chil-
dren,” said Colon of the Christ-
mas tree event, who added that 
in some cases she has heard 
that it may be the only toy that 
many of children at the event 
receive for the holidays. 

Benedetto called the tree 
lighting a special time for 
Throggs Neck, and expressed 
his regret that he could not 
attend personally because he 
was called back to Albany. 

Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, from the neighboring 
Assembly district,  ran the 
event for Benedetto.

“The tree lighting initiates 
just a happy, warm season 
here in the Bronx,” said the as-
semblyman of the ceremony. 
“We look forward to sharing 
this season with our family.”

The lights this year run 
along East Tremont Avenue 
from roughly LaSalle to Miles 
avenue, according to Colon. 

Christmas lights brighten the night along East Tremont Avenue in Throggs Neck. 
 Commmunity News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Got Hair?
M E D I C A L  A E S T H E T I C S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

LOSE 20–40 lb. IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS
CLEAN START HCG WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM

Get a fresh start in the new year with our Clean Start Weight Loss Program

  Drop 20-40 Pounds  
in 40 days

 No Exercise necessary

 Minimal or No cravings

 Mininmal or No Hunger

 Burns Fat

  Targets Belly, Butt,  
Hips, Thighs

  Doctor Supervised  
For Safety & Results VISIT US AT GOTHAIRLLC.COM

Lose weight and start looking and feeling as beautiful as you are...

DR. ALBERT 
GRAZIOSA has 
been certified with 
the fresh start hCG 
diet and has led 
many patients to 
live more happy  
and healthy lives.

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 
Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how would you like 

to lose 30 or more pounds, have 

more energy, feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks of diabetes 

and heart disease and regain your 

health all in next 40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
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OUR CLEAN START PROGRAM
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Need instant cash but don’t want to sell it?
THEN PAWN IT!

Get Instant CASH NOW, then you can Re-buy it!
It’s a great option when you need CASH NOW!

Remember: At LJI We Always Pay High

PAWN YOUR JEWELRY

All Items Sold at Wholesale Prices!

DCA Lic# 1353627 718.931.1932

JEWELRY SALES

SCRAP

FinallyAn HONEST
Can Trust!

WE SELL

SILVER
10 AND

100 OZ BARS

WE SELLSILVER10 AND100 OZ BARS
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We’re right beside you helping you get the 
most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to 
help you plan for your future. Come to one of 
our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health 
workshops. You’ll get unbiased information 
to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if 
you’re wondering what’s next for you, join us for 
a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give 
you tools and advice to help you navigate life 
transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when 
you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442
or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS THE 
FIVE BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny
Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Castle Hill YMCA re-

opened its teen center on Fri-
day, December 2 following two 
months of refurbishing and 
renovation.

Following a ribbon cutting 
in the afternoon, teens from 
the community got to use the 
new facility which now has 
new technology, new fl oors 
and new furniture.

The refurbished center was 
funded by the Pena & Kahn 
law fi rm.

Allan Torres, chief operat-
ing offi cer of the fi rm, worked 
with his assistant Edgar Velez 
and his colleague that works 
in construction, Jose Mer-
cado. 

Pena & Kahn refurbishes Bronx Y’s teen center
“I want to give back to the 

Y,” said Torres, a member 
of the Bronx YMCA Board 
of Managers. “I’m from the 
Bronx and my wife is from 
this neighborhood.”

Torres said he, Mercado 
and Velez were at the facil-
ity till 10 p.m. at times paint-
ing, cleaning, installing a new 
fl oor and wiring new  technol-
ogy.

The group began work in 
early October and fi nished the 
center, now called the Pena & 
Kahn Center for Youth Develo-
pent, in late November.

In addition to the new fur-
niture and new computers, the 
room now includes an Xbox 
360, Amazon Fire Sticks and 
an Amazon Echo.

It also has a refurbished 
pool table and air hockey ta-
ble.

Sharlene Brown, executive 
director of the Bronx YMCA, 
is very pleased with the teen 
center’s new look.

“It’s important because 
on Friday night’s we have 
our teen program here,” said 
Brown. “The teen center just 
adds to the space and the ac-
tivities that they can do.”

She added that the various 
games within the room create 
a safe and social space for the 
teens. 

“Social time is important 
for the teens in a safe environ-
ment and that’s what [the teen 
center] provides,” Brown said.

The teen center shares a 
building with a full basketball 
court which is a staple for kids 
who attend the facility. 

In addition the Bronx 
YMCA campus has a dance 
studio and swimming pool.

Stephanie Navarro, the 
youth and family director at 
the Bronx YMCA, discussed 
the importance of children 
having multiple options. 

“You have children that 
aren’t athletic so they’re 
not going to be on the court, 
they’re not going to be in the 

dance studio and they’re not 
going to be swimming,” said 
Navarro. “Teens will come [to 
the center], they’ll do they’re 
homework and it will give 
them an opportunity to have a 
space that’s for them.”

“It will give us an opportu-
nity to continue to build the 
culture of our branch around 
youth development,” she 
added.

Torres said he will be us-
ing the room to help students 
build their resumes and pre-
pare for job interviews.

In addition he said he is 
hoping to eventually have 
three teen interns from the 
YMCA at Pena & Kahn and 
have one teen work part time 
at the fi rm.

The Castle Hill facility is 
currently the only YMCA in 
the Bronx, however, by 2020 it 
will be one of two facilities.

Elected offi cials announced 
in August that the Edenwald 
YMCA, which will include a 
full-length basketball court, 
swimming pools, an indoor 
track, a wellness center, a 
child care facility and multi-
purpose room, would start 
construction..

Bronx YMCA ribbon cutting for new teen center - Present in photo: Bronx 
YMCA board member Allan Torres of Peña & Kahn, Bronx YMCA execu-
tive director Sharlene Brown, Bronx YMCA youth coordinator Stefany 
Navarro, Bronx YMCA board chair Geri Sciortino, along with other board 
and staff members and teens from the center. 
 Photo Courtesy of Bronx YMCA

I want to give back 
to the Y. I’m from 
the Bronx and my 
wife is from this 
neighborhood.

Allan Torres
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BIG HOLIDAY BLOW OUT!!                                                      30%-70% OFF
HOVER  BOARDS

 OR SMART
BALANCE WHEELS

PORTABLE
HEATERS

PROFESSIONAL  
PORTABLE 
PA SOUND 
SYSTEMS

STEP DOWN
STEP UP
TRANSFORMERS

$199 $49 $79 $1999

$1999

$8999

$79999

$999

$999

$999

$2999

$2499

$1498

$1999

$1495

$4999 $189 $299

$4999

$2999

$1999

$4995

$8995

$11999 $199

$3999

$5999

$14995

$9999 $24999

SMART WATCHES VIRTUAL REALITY 

GLASSES

DRONES
w/HD Video Cameras

starting at

from

Starting at 

Starting at 

and up

ACOUSTIC GUITAR

FULL SIZE ELECTRIC

GUITARS

Antennas

MP3
PLAYERS

Freezer

Micro SD Cards

Patton

QFX

DVD PLAYERS

Nintendo

PAL/SECAM
110/220

Home

$299
50”

from

from

from

from

from

from

FREE 100 Minutes

And Accessories

BLOWOUT SALE!

REMOTE CAR ALARM

Starting At

incl.500 Gig DVR

many sizes, colors & varieties All size available

All size available

DJ Sets

Accesories

CAR RADIOS

As Low
As 

19” FLAT SCREEN 
SCREEN LCD 40” FLAT SCREEN TV

starting at VR BOX

DJ Equipment 

NEW THIS SEASON

Smart 
Car Audio

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Smart Audio

We Repair 

$17999

$3999

Financing

As Low 

As

As Low As
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department of Health. 
Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).  ����������		�
����
���
	��	�	��

We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A married couple will soon 

celebrate the 20-year anniver-
sary of their bar and restau-
rant.

On Saturday, December 
10, from 8 p.m. to midnight, 
co-owners Rosetta and Chris 
Lawless will celebrate two de-
cades of ownership at Sham-
rock Inn, a bar and restau-
rant which has had a presence 
in Pelham Bay for the past 70 
years.

The bar (now restaurant 
bar) has provided the Pelham 
Bay community with a warm, 
close-knit ‘home-away-from-
home’ atmosphere where indi-
viduals and groups can easily 
meet and connect with others 
from the neighborhood.

Refl ecting on their years 

Shamrock Inn 
couple celebrate 20 
years of ownership

in business, Rosetta seemed 
more than appreciative of all 
of the support that the estab-
lishment has received from 
the community.

“So many memories have 
taken place here - and it’s 
hard to narrow it down to just 
one particular moment,” said 
Rosetta, who was born and 
raised in Co-Tyrone, Ireland, 
before settling in the Bronx. 
“These past 20 years have 
been a lot of fun - and both 
my husband and I have met a 
lot of interesting people with 
truly amazing life stories and 
experiences.”

Rosetta added that their 
bartender, Dominick Dil-
lon, has also been part of the 
Shamrock Inn for the past two 
decades, as long as her and 

Chris, who have been married 
for over 25 years, have owned 
the establishment. Their chil-
dren, Michelle and Sean, also 
work in the restaurant.

“We’re still here - and it’s 
great to celebrate our tenure 
as a successful establishment 
in this neighborhood,” she 
added. “I can’t thank our cus-
tomers enough for all the sup-
port they’ve given us over the 
years to keep us here.”

The name ‘Shamrock’ 
originates from the fact that, 
throughout its history, the es-
tablishment has always been 
owned by an individual of 
Irish descent.

Shamrock Inn moved to its 
current location, 1729 Crosby 
Avenue, just before Rosetta 
and Chris took ownership. In 

2005, the bar was completed 
renovated and a restaurant 
dining area was installed.

The bar was previously 

located on the other side of 
Crosby Avenue before the Ro-
setta and Chris took over in 
1996.

Rosetta and Chris Lawless will celebrate 20 years of ownership at Sham-
rock Inn on Saturday, December 10. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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YOUR #1 HEALTHY EATERY!

FEATURING
GOURMET WRAPS, SALADS, SMOOTHIES, PIZZA

QUESADILLIAS, PROTEIN SHAKES

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY. LUNCH, DINNER

GRAND OPENING OF OUR NEWEST AND 4TH LOCATION

WWW.JUSTEATBETTER.COM
1135C MORRIS PARK AVE.
BRONX, NY 10461
718-823-5200

$1.00 OFF
ANY WRAP FREE SCOOP OF WHEY 

PROTEIN WITH PURCHASE 
OF SMOOTHIE

$5.00 OFF YOUR
PURCHASE OF
$30 OR MORE 10% OFF YOUR

CATERING ORDER

gourmet health kitchen

EXPIRES 02/03/17 EXPIRES 02/03/17

EXPIRES 02/03/17 EXPIRES 02/03/17
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Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the 
Charter, notice is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and 
Development ("HPD") of the City of New York ("City") has proposed the sale of the following 
City-owned property (collectively, "Disposition Area") in the Borough of Bronx:

Address Block/Lot(s)
          620 Bergen Avenue               2361/25

Under the Supportive Housing Loan Program, HPD funds the rehabilitation or new 
construction of buildings which provide supportive housing for the homeless, people with 
special needs, and other persons of low income.  HPD works with the Department of 
Homeless Services, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Human Resources 
Administration’s HIV/AIDS Services Administration, and other public agencies to ensure 
that the completed projects receive appropriate building security and social services.

HPD has designated La Central Supportive Housing Development Fund Corporation 
("Sponsor") as qualified and eligible to purchase and redevelop the Disposition Area under 
the Supportive Housing Loan Program.  HPD proposes to sell the Disposition Area to the 
Sponsor at the nominal price of One Dollar per tax lot pursuant to Article 16 of the General 
Municipal Law.  The Sponsor will also deliver a note and mortgage for the appraised value 
of the Disposition Area, which will be payable only if the Sponsor violates the City's re-
strictions on the post-sale development, use, occupancy, and operation of the property.  
The Sponsor will construct one new building on the Disposition Area.  The completed pro-
ject will provide 160 units for occupancy by homeless and low income persons, plus one 
unit for a superintendent, and on-site supportive services.

The appraisal and the proposed Land Disposition Agreement and Project Summary are 
available for public examination at the office of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New 
York, New York on business days during business hours.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on December 21, 2016 at 1 Centre 
Street, Manhattan, Mezzanine at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be 
reached on the calendar, at which time and place those wishing to be heard will be given an 
opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to 
Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter.

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office Of 
Contract Services, Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York  
10007, (212) 788-7490, no later than seven (7) business days prior to the public hearing.  
TDD users should call Verizon relay services.

     
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Vicki Been, Commissioner, HPD

PUBLIC NOTICE
CORRECTION

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

JARROW VIBRANT HEALTH NATROL NATURES ANSWER SOLGAR KAL SOLARAY

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 12/31/16
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START YOUR NEW YEARS RESOLUTION 
EARLY WITH THE NEWEST WAY TO 

RESHAPE YOUR BODY 

4915 Broadway, NY, NY 10034
750 Mclean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

37-73 103rd St, Corona NY 11368

718-804-5452
Adam Y. Goldman, MD

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE Consultation at one of our offi ces 

Financing available

A NEW 
non-invasive 

body contouring 
system for the 
reduction of 

stubborn fat in 
the areas such 

as abdomen and 
love handles..

nymetrovein.com
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Join Us 
for a FREE 

Holiday 
Celebration 

Party

Fun for all ages!

Free Refreshments

Pictures with Santa

Free Facepainting

Toy Giveaways 
(only one toy for each child)

You don’t have to be a Healthfirst  
member to attend. No RSVP required.
Bring your friends and family!
Children must be accompanied  
by an adult.

Healthfirst is the brand name used for products and services provided by one or more of the Healthfirst 
group of affiliated companies.

©2016 HF Management Services, LLC 2394-16 INA16_166

Toy giveaways 
and a picture 
with Santa

Claremont Neighborhood Center

489 East 169th Street

Bronx, NY 10456 

Friday,
December 16, 2016

6pm–8pm BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A bill to be introduced shortly by two Manhat-

tan legislators may allow voters to take selfies of 
their ballots.

The legislation is being introduced in January 
by Senator Brad Hoylman and Assemblywoman 
Linda Rosenthal. 

It would permit picture taking in the voting 
booth, something that is currently prohibited in 
New York state.

 Hoylman said that idea for the legislation 
originated from photos circulated on social me-
dia on Election Day in November of celebrities’ 
ballots.

 Specifically, concerns arose about a photo of 
music star Justin Timberlake’s ballot in Tennes-
see, one of 18 states that bans voting photography 
along with New York, said the senator.

 “The law in New York currently prohibits 
voters from taking photos of their ballots,” said 
Hoylman, adding that the law originated as a pro-
tection against voting coercion by employers.

 With the advent of social media, the senator 
believes that the law needs to be updated.

“Technology has changed and social media is 
a way of a lot of us communicate; the idea of em-
ployee coercion I think is an anachronism,” said 
Hoylman, adding “Certainly the bill that we are 
going to be introducing shortly is going to re-
move the prohibition against ballot photographs 
but maintain the protection against intimidation 
or coercion.”

 The senator believes that social media is a 
way to engage voters, especially younger voters, 
to participate in the democratic process.

 Rosenthal agrees, saying that millennials are 
definitely using social media like Instagram, Fa-
cebook, Twitter or Snapchat for their communi-
cations.

 The assemblywoman believes that the posting 
of ballots on social media could encourage civic 
dialogue.

 “First of all, so much of civic dialogue either 
starts or is present on social media,” said Rosen-
thal. “That is increasingly how people discuss 
world and state events.

 She added: “I thought that the prohibition 
of taking photos of the ballot was just a throw-
back to another time when there were different 
needs.”

 She believes that if people want to advertise 
the fact that they voted, there is no need to stop 
them.

Many people who are not knowledgeable of the 
law are taking selfies of their ballots and posting 
them online now.

 Rosenthal stated that the current law against 
voting photography is 126 years old.

 She believes the bill will pass.
 Rosenthal’s colleague, Assemblyman Michael 

Benedetto, was lukewarm to the idea.
 Benedetto said that his concern is that tak-

ing selfies while voting may slow down the vot-
ing process.

 “Especially during presidential elections, we 
have lines of people at polling places looking to 
vote…now we are going to have people taking 
selfies while they vote, which will slow things 
down even more,” said Benedetto.

 Benedetto added: “While I don’t object to the 
bill…I am a little unsettled as to what the conse-
quences may be.”

Manhattan legislators 
introduce bill to allow 
‘selfi e’ ballot photos 
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WALK-IN URGENT CARE
For Children & Adults

UCHC’s emergency room trained physicians provide 
medical care for sudden illnesses including: 

uchcbronx

UCHC’s emergency room trained
medical care for sudden illn

esses

 

WALK-IN

We accept Medicaid, Medicare and Most Commercial 
Insurance.  Sliding Scale Fees for the Uninsured!

 

 Monday –  Friday 3pm-9pm  Saturday & Sunday 10am-6pm
  

  Monday – Fr iday 3pm-8pm  Saturday & Sunday 10am-6pm

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Fr iday 9am-5pm
Thursday 9am-7pm

     

Family-Centered, Quality Medical Care 
Y Hablamos Español
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This spring, the NYU School of Professional Studies (NYUSPS), a 
leader in professionally focused education, will offer an affordable option 
of study that will provide individuals who have earned a high school de-
gree with the opportunity to acquire industry focused skills that will pre-
pare them for jobs in fields with growing levels of employment. New Di-
plomas, offered through NYUSPS Professional Pathways, are designed as 
immersive programs of study that can be completed in as little as one se-
mester. During Spring 2017, nine Diplomas will be offered. They include:

The Diploma in Basic Project Management, which gives students a 
hands-on understanding of the essential terminology and the application 
of the basic tools, techniques, and practices required to become an effec-
tive and contributing member of a project team.

The Diploma in Bookkeeping, a blended program, which imparts 
the knowledge and skill sets to perform functions within the bookkeeping 
cycle, manually and with QuickBooks and Xero, and grounds students in 
accounting ethics and best practices.

The Diploma in Childcare Management provides the understand-
ing of the business and administrative skills needed to establish a child-
care center.

The Diploma in Construction Administration is a blended pro-
gram that provides the skills to secure an entry-level position within the 
commercial or residential building sectors of the real estate industry. 
Students learn about the construction process and document administra-
tion, and gain an introduction to construction methods and materials, 
building systems, drawings, estimating, and scheduling.

The Diploma in Introduction to Programming with Python pro-
vides students with the knowledge and the applied skills needed to pursue 
careers as junior software engineers or developers in one of the fastest-
growing and most in-demand languages in the industry. 

The Diploma in Medical Coding teaches students how to compile, 
process, and maintain medical records by becoming proficient in ICD-10 
medical coding.

The Diploma in Restaurant Operations and Guest Service will 
prepare students with a comprehensive understanding of front-of-house 
and back-of-house restaurant operations. Students benefit from site visits 
to NYC restaurants and from the invaluable experiences of seasoned in-
dustry veterans.

The Diploma in Retail Operations Management trains students 
with the enhanced knowledge, expertise, insights, and skills required to 
become a retail buyer, a retail merchandiser, or a retail operations man-
agement trainee.

The Diploma in Web Design and Development teaches students the 
essential webpage development skills through hands-on practice using 
HTML5 and CSS.

All Diplomas will provide industry specific career modules presented 
online in a self-paced format, which help students to better understand 
the job market. Upon completion of a diploma, students also will have 
access to an online portal featuring job postings and a resource library. 
Annual networking events will provide opportunities to meet with peers 
and employers in the field. Each program of study provides students with 
a tangible take-away project that can be added to their résumé and pre-
sented to prospective employers.

For more information about NYUSPS Diploma Programs, visit
sps.nyu.edu/diplomas07 or call 212-998-7200. Application deadline is 
January 4, 2017.

High School Graduates, Build Skills 
in Fields That are Hiring Through 

Affordable,  Short-Format NYUSPS 
Diploma Programs

ADVERTORIAL
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RENAISSANCE
home health care

R

adult day services

A Fresh Approach to Home Care & Adult Day Services

IN THE MEDALLIANCE BUILDING | FIRST FLOOR 
625 EAST FORDHAM ROAD | BRONX, NY 10458

718.649.3670 EXT. 4803

Free Health Management Education
Join Us for a Free Signature Smoothie and 

learn how to manage your health!

WEEK ONE
Nov. 14, 16 ~Reduce Your Stress ~ “Stressilicious” Smoothie

WEEK TWO
Nov. 21, 22, 23 ~ Street Safety ~ Don’t be a Victim

“Pumpkin” Smoothie
WEEK THREE

Nov. 29, Dec. 1 ~ Feeling Confused? ~ 
Learn the difference between Alzheimers & Dementia

“Brain Booster” Smoothie
WEEK FOUR

Dec. 5, 8 “It’s not WHAT you eat, it’s your PORTION” 
“Gingerbread” Smoothie

WEEK FIVE
Dec. 13, 15 ~ Maintain a Healthy Heart so it Won’t Fall Apart

“Peppermint Pump” Smoothie

Each Week from 9 AM until 12 PM 

Winter
 Coat D

riv
e

Nov. 7
~Dec.

 7

 & Toy Driv
e

Nov. 7
~Dec.

 15

DROP O
FF LOCATIO

N:

787 EAST 156TH STREET | B
RONX, N

Y 10455
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

(Left) Lucky Star is a senior (8-10 years old) Border 
Collie mix who was found as a stray running along 
the Throgs Neck Expressway in the Bronx. He would 
do best in a home with no children and as an only dog 
with 1-2 adults in the household. 
.(Right) Oreo is a  6 year old female domestic short 
hair and one of our longest residents. She was  aban-
doned in an apartment by her owner. Kind neighbors 
brought her to the shelter in hopes of fi nding her a 
forever home . I am a sweet girl, and I want to be 
someone’s pet again. There isn’t enough time and 
space to mush when I am in a cage. 
New Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 New-
bold Avenue. If you are intersted in adopting any of 
these pets, email newbeginninganimalrescue@gmail.
com or call 347-691-3282.

UP FOR ADOPTION

BY FRAN ARICO AND 
BARBARA FLEMING 
Our next meeting 

will be held on Wednes-
day, December 14 at 7 
p.m. at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall at 3243 
Ampere Avenue.  We 
ask that our friends and neighbors come out to sign 
a petition for a speed bump on Stadium Avenue be-
tween Ampere and Griswold avenues, and a 4-way 
Stop Sign on Stadium Avenue and Spencer Drive 
which is a very dangerous corner. For the safety of 
our neighborhood let’s stop cars from speeding on 
Stadium Avenue. 

Join us that evening for our holiday party, hot 
food, beer, wine, soda, coffee and cake, $15 per per-
son. All invited.  

Happy Holidays!

BY STEVEN GLOSSER 
The Pelham Park-

way Neighborhood As-
sociation invites you 
to our Tuesday, De-
cember 13 meeting at 
Bronx House, 999 Pel-
ham Parkway South 
at 7:15 p.m.

Our guests this month will include members of 
the NYC Sanitation Department, NIDC, Traffi c En-
forcement and Legal Aid.

Please bring all your questions and concerns re-
garding these issues.

Email us:  PelhamParkwayNA@gmail.com. 
Visit our website:  http://sites.google.com/site/
ppsnaweb/
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Sunday, December 11th
11:30am to 3:30pm

Adults - $32.95 • Children under 12 - $19.00 • Plus tax & gratuity
Unlimited Champagne • Mimos • Bellini • Bloody Mary • Juice • Soda

Made to Order Omelette & Waffl e Station • Scrambled Eggs • Bacon
French Toast with Strawberries • Sausage, Homefries • Fresh Mixed Vegetables

Salads • Cold Antipasta • Fresh & Aged Cheeses • Shrimp Cocktail • Clams on the 
Half Shell • Mussels Marinara • Norwegian Salmon • Chef’s Selection of Chicken, 
Steak, Pasta & Veal, Eggplant Rollatini • Carving Station • Fresh Baked Muffi ns

• Bagels • Rolls • Croissants • Fresh Fruits • Dessert Station • Coffee • Tea

718-892-3830
900 Morris Park Avenue

Bronx, NY 10462
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Great Christmas Gift Ideas! 
Personalized For Anyone! Custom T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Jackets And Hats!

Custom Printing
Business Cards and Awnings!
Embroidery For Schools, Businesses, Etc.

3602 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465
718-684-1422

sales@metrocustomprinting.com | MetroCustomPrinting.com

Visit Metro Custom Printing for 
All Your Custom Printing Needs!
Visit Metro Custom Printing for 
All Your Custom Printing Needs!

Most Printing Done 
on The Premises!

Join the Toastmasters Holiday Shin-
dig with the Bronx Advanced Toast-

masters Club on Tuesday, December 
13, from- 7 to 9 p.m. at the College of New 
Rochelle, Co-op City Campus,  755 Co-
op City Boulevard. Guest speaker will 
be the 2015 Humorous Contest winner, 
Roquita Johnson. 

Akia Taylor, Co-op City Toastmas-
ters president and certifi ed business 
coach, is a Bronx native that has not 
let the concrete jungle dim her light. In 
addition to being a toastmaster, public 
speaker and a coach, she is also, a certi-
fi ed NLP master practitioner. Although 
she had been coaching professionally 
for years, she became certifi ed through 
the Certifi ed Coaching Alliance this 
past May and is a member of the re-
spected International Coaching Federa-
tion., a Huffi ngton Post Contributor and 
a member of Gamma Phi Delta profes-
sional sorority.

Join her at a Co-op City Toastmas-
ters meeting and you too can be on your 
way to a winning stage for 2017.  They 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the 
month at 2049 Bartow Avenue lower 
level in the Bartow Mall, . Their next 
meeting will be held on Thursday, De-
cember 15 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Contact the 
cub via email at president-3824@toast-
mastersclubs.org or visit the club’s web-
site, http://3824.toastmastersclubs.org.

* * *

New York Secretary of State Ros-
sana Rosado announced the 2016-

2018 class of Empire State Fellows. 
The prestigious program, now in its 
fi fth year, recruits mid-career profes-
sionals from the private and private 
sectors to cultivate the next generation 
of New York State government leaders 
and policy-makers. Eight new Empire 
State Fellows, chosen for their profes-
sional experience, leadership potential, 

creativity and commitment to public 
service from a highly competitive fi eld 
of candidates, now begin a two-year fel-
lowship.

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo Cuomo 
appoints each Empire Fellow to work 
directly with a Commissioner, Deputy 
Commissioner, or other high-level pol-
icy-maker. Each Empire Fellow works 
at a State offi ce or agency, such as the 
Department of State, the Department of 
Health, the Department of Labor, or in 
the Governor’s Executive Chamber.

During their two-year fellowship, 
Empire State Fellows both teach and 
learn, by bringing diverse and modern 
perspectives into the governing pro-
cess, and through participation in edu-
cation and professional development. 
Empire Fellows complete a unique, in-
teractive curriculum developed by the 
Rockefeller Institute of Government 
in consultation with Cabinet-level of-
fi cials. Once placed and paired with a 
mentor, Empire State Fellows must con-
tinue educational coursework in addi-
tion to their regular employment.  

The Empire State Fellows program 
continues its tradition of selecting out-
standing leaders from different back-
grounds to enter public service and 
make contributions to the wide spec-
trum of State government. Members 
of the new class bring expertise from 
various professional fi elds, including 
community service, not-for-profi t man-
agement, education, and the legal pro-
fession. Since the program’s inception, 
over 25 Fellows have gone on to senior 
roles in State government. In these 
roles, graduated Empire State Fellows 
have helped shape the state’s Super-
storm Sandy housing and building ini-
tiatives, assist Puerto Rico reshape its 
Medicaid program, and helped move 
the State’s behavioral health services 

from a fee-for-service system into man-
aged care.

Bronxite joins the Empire State Fel-
lows program following her role as Con-
fi dential Stenographer for New York 
State’s Executive Chamber.  During her 
time with the Chamber, Hanna assisted 
on the implementation of the Governor’s 
Ethics, Risk and Compliance State-wide 
initiative.  While obtaining her Mas-
ter of Science from the King Graduate 
School-Monroe College, Hanna con-
ducted research on re-entry and wrote 
her master thesis entitled: Role of Social 
Service Programs on Successful Reinte-
gration of Ex-convict Mothers into Soci-
ety.  Hanna was formerly a Rhetoric co-
instructor for Binghamton University’s 
Michael J. Boyd Educational Opportu-
nity Summer Program, and an English-
Social Studies Tutor/Counselor for La 
Guardia Community College’s upward 
bound program. Hanna is a McNair 
Scholar, a volunteer for the Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates for Children 
(CASA) and is a CASA Jr. Board mem-
ber. She has an Executive Certifi cate in 
Non-Profi t Management from Fordham 
University, a Master of Science from the 
King Graduate School-Monroe College 
and a Bachelor of Arts from Bingham-
ton University.

* * *

The City Island Library will offer 
the following programs:

The Winter Wonderland Music and 
Comedy Show:  A snowy musical expe-
rience that is designed to engage chil-
dren through music, comedy, and move-
ment, featuring original winter tales 
and themes! The show is crafted to be 
inclusive for kids of all abilities, includ-
ing children on the Autism Spectrum, 
and a great time for parents and care-
givers. Ages 2 and older.  Wednesday, 
December 7,  11 a.m.

Lego League: Bring your imagina-
tion and join us for fun with LEGOS!  
Blocks of various sizes will be provided. 
Children must be accompanied by an 
adult. Ages 5 -11.  A limit of 10 children 
with their caregivers. Every Thursday 
from 3 to 4 p.m.

 Circle Time: Children from birth to 
3 years old and their caregivers can en-
joy stories, songs, and fi nger plays while 
spending time with other toddlers. 
Limit of 15 children with their caregiv-
ers. Every Tuesday from 11 to 11:45 a.m.

 Read & Play: Children from birth to 
3 years old and caregivers can take part 
in wonderful stories, discover amazing 
toys, and meet new friends in this fun, 
informal program. Limit of 15 children 
with their caregivers. Every Friday 
from 11 to 11:30 a.m

 It’s Bin Fun!: Toddlers and pre-

schoolers can play and explore our 
various sensory bins that will encour-
age curiosity through touch, sight, and 
sound! Parent and child participation 
required. Ages 2 - 4 years old.  Saturday 
December 3rd and 17th between 10 a.m. 
to noon.

 Craft-A-Way: Drop in and partici-
pate in creating projects related to a 
theme or holiday. Ages 2 - 5.  Friday, De-
cember 16 at 11:30 a.m.

 After School Lounge: Come to the 
library after school for studying and 
a chance to unwind.  Monday through 
Thursday from 3 to 5 p.m.

Friday Afternoon Activities: On Fri-
days, at 3 p.m. the library will plan a 
series of special activities to celebrate 
the beginning of the weekend so check 
out this month’s events. December 2nd 
Graffi ti Workshop;  December 9th, 23rd 
and 30th Wii and Board Games; Decem-
ber 16th No Sew Pillow.

 Manga Drawing Workshop: Do 
you have the next manga series ready 
to pour through your fi ngertips? Join 
Masiko Rocks and learn how to draw 
your own characters, plot stories, and 
more! Monday, December 19 at 3 p.m.

Family Movie: Feature movie titles 
varying in length. The Jungle Book 
-Wednesday, December 28th at 3 p.m.

The City Island Scrabble Club: If 
you’re looking for some friendly compe-
tition, then join our new Scrabble Club! 
Come in and fl ex your vocabulary mus-
cles. You may even learn a thing or two 
while you’re making some new friends.  
Note: Limited to 12 participants, regis-
tration required. Call 718-885-1703 or 
stop by the branch to reserve your spot! 
Thursday, December 15,  1 to 2 p.m.

 The Island Writers:  This is a group 
for all who are interested in writing pro-
fessionally or personally. Every Tues-
day at 1 p.m

 Intro to Computers: Come to the li-
brary, ask questions about how to use 
computers and sharpen your skills 
through computer use.  “How do I turn 
the computer on?” “How do I set up my 
own e-mail account and e-mail family 
and friends?” Every Tuesday from 10 
a.m. to noon 

Résumé Workshop: Designed to as-
sist in creating a new or updated re-
sume. Topics include cover letters and 
resources for job opportunities. A fl ash 
drive is required. Every Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. to noon. 

One-on-One: Computer Training: 
Stop by or call to make an appointment 
for one hour of instruction that focuses 
on your questions and interests. 

Saturday Afternoon Movies: at 1 
p.m., December 17:  I Am Wrath

All programs are free.

• New York  Secretary Of State Announces 

2016-2018 Empire State Fellows

• City Island Library Program And Events

Toastmasters Holiday Shindig December 13th
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1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844
www.maestroscaterers.com

celebrate the old, revel in the new.
Lets Celebrate Together at Our
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Antipasto Station 
Carving Table
 Roasted Pig, Turkey & Skirt Steak

Wok Station
 Array of Chinese Cuisine

International Cheese Board & Fruit

Seafood Station

Pasta Station
An Array of Freshly Made Pastas

 Shrimp Cocktail  Raw Oysters

Chafing Station
 Chicken Scarpariello   Rollatini
 Ropa Vieja  Fried Calamari
 Arroz Con Gandule  BBQ Ribs
 Sausage & Broccoli Rabe  Seafood Paella
 Baked Clams  Veal & Peppers
 Pollo Asado   de Pescado

Dinner Served at 8:30pm
  Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette
 Filet  with Jumbo Shrimp Oregannata
 Roasted Potato  String Beans
 Pastries & Cookies  

Fabulous Music 
by Don't Stop The Music

 Cocktail Reception 
7pm-8:30pm

 Surf & Turf Dinner 
at 8:30pm

 Champagne Toast 
at Midnight

 Hats, Noisemakers
 Valet Parking
Included!

O
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N
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A
R 

A
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H
T!

ALL INCLUSIVE
for only

100
Children ages 5-12, $49 each

$
per 
person

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!

Children ages 5-12, $50 each
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Sparkling Heart 
Of Fordham

The Sparkling Heart of Fordham is still beating this holiday season. Hosted by the Fordham 
Road Business Improvement District and BronxNet’s Rhina Valentin, the 12th annual Spar-

kling Heart of Fordham Celebration and Christmas Tree Lighting welcomed over 4,000 
people to commemorate the holidays on Friday, December 2 at Bryan Park. The festive 

event featured its trademark Christmas tree lighting, a visit from Santa Claus, live 
music, prizes, raffl es and gifts for 600 children. Volunteer Jason Natale gave back 

to his community during this year’s season of giving. (top right) (l-r) Fordham 
residents Joandy, Lenny and Joan Varpan, Amanda Ramon and Gabrielle Tebara 
met jolly old Saint Nick at Bryan Park. All photos by Laura Stone

A living Christmas tree visited Fordham Road to usher in the up-
coming holidays. (right) Councilman Cabrera (l) and Wilma Alonso, 
Fordham Road Business Improvement District executive director, 
celebrated the holiday season in festive style.

(l-r) B-Sides Gabby, Kristin, Emma 
and Isabelle danced the night away 
to Christmas tunes.

Fordham resident Shanell 
Colon received some great 
gifts this holiday season. 

lidayy season Hosted byy thhe Fordham

(left) Fordham residents had a holly, 
jolly time at this year’s Sparkling in 
the Heart of Fordham celebration.

(right) (l-r) Santa’s helpers Ramon 
Natale, Kenny Reyes, David Rodri-
guez, Matthew Marroquin and Shir-
ley Martinez helped spread holiday 
cheer to families and their children.
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Anyone can deliver food, but when you order Tosca, you’ll experience the highest level of traditional Italian hospitality. We’ll bring our delicious homemade menu choices to you—
convenient, delectable, affordable. Tosca’s catering service provides you with the uncompromising taste and quality of menu and service in the comfort of your own specified locale. 
You can create your own package, simply contact us for further inquiry and we’ll be happy to arrange your menu. Fast, free delivery and set–up. House accounts welcomed.

CATERING? LET TOSCA CATER YOUR NEXT HOME OR OFFICE EVENT

GRANDE S E R V E S  8 – 1 0  $ 1 7 5
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 

or Chicken Francese
·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Party–Sized Trays Half trays feed approximately 
6 to 8 people. Full trays feed approximately 12 
to 15 people.

Fast, Free Delivery and Set-Up 
All orders are kept hot and ready– 
to–serve. Plates, napkins, table covers and 
eating/serving utensils included upon request.

GENEROSO S E R V E S  1 5 – 2 0  $ 3 7 5
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

OFFICE PARTY
· Vegetable Crudite
· Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with Grilled Chicken Breast
· Fresh Fruit Platter
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 1 8 5

NONNO MIA
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive,  Radicchio Salad
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 1 9 5

FAMILY STYLE
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted Peppers 
& Fresh Basil

· Clams Oreganata · Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 2 2 0

THE ITALIAN JOB
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
·  Fresh Baked Bread, Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 5 – 2 0  $ 3 2 5

GAME DAY
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti with Meat Balls
·  Fresh Baked Bread, 
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

S E R V E S  1 2 – 1 5  $ 2 0 5

“Best spot 
for brunch in 

the Bronx”
Rated 2016

“Lovingly restored 1922 pizza oven”

“#1 Pizza In The Bronx”

“100 Best Italian
Restaurants”

C O A L - F I R E D  B R I C K  O V E N  P I Z Z A
R E S T A U R A N T  ·  B A R  ·  L O U N G E  ·  E V E N T S

4038 EAST TREMONT AVE. · AT MILES AVE. · THROGS NECK, BRONX, NY

FAST FREE DELIVERY 718.239.3300
O N L I N E  O R D E R I N G    ·    C U R B S I D E  P I C K - U P    ·    VA L E T  PA R K I N G 
T O S C A N Y C . C O M       T O S C A N Y C       T O S C A N Y C

WE ARE OPEN
CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY, 
NEW YEAR’S EVE & NEW YEAR’S DAY

S

saturday, december 31
8:30pm–1:30am

new year’s eve
—————————

—————————2o17
2 LEVELS OF MUSIC BY LIVE DJ 
COCKTAIL HOUR · FULL BUFFET

OPEN BAR · CHAMPAGNE
HATS AND NOISE MAKERS
COMPLIMENTARY PHOTOS

LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE
FREE VALET PARKING

FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

PRESALE $100
PER PERSON INCLUDES TAX 

AND GRATUITY, UNTIL DECEMBER 24,  
$120 WEEK OF DECEMBER 25–31

CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. 
SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY

7 1 8 . 8 6 3 . 6 3 6 3
T O S C A M A R Q U E E . C O M
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Bank 
Fee!

Destinatio
Fee!

1st 
Payment!

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEE

PER MONTH / 36  MO

ACNEW 2017 Honda

www.H

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9- 9PM
SATURDAY 9-6PM • SUNDAY 12-5P

 STORE HOURS:

* Based on American Honda 2007 - 2015 Volume New Car Sales For The Bronx and Westchester. DMV, taxes and title fees extra. Must present ad at signing. Must take imm
2017 Accord LX 4DR: $13,674.30; 2016 FIT LX: $10,865.50; 2016 Civic LX 2.0 4DR: $12,836.00. $97.50 doc fee ($75 DMV, $10 Inspection, $12.50 tire). Lessee res

2007 Honda CR-V EX-L
AUTO, STK#HU10355, 48K MI .................... .

$  
2012 Honda Accord LX
AUTO, STK#HU10399, 32K MI .................... .

$

2009 Honda Element EX
MANUAL, STK#HU9714, 67K MI ................. .

$

2012 Honda Crosstour EX-L
AUTO, STK#HU9785, 97K MI ...................... .

$

2008 Jeep Commander S
AUTO, STK#HU9189, 79K MI .........
2008 Nissan Pathfinder 
AUTO, STK#HU10350, 90K MI .......

$17,450

2013 Honda Accord EX-L

Auto, STK#
HU10370, 55K MI

$18,350

2013 Honda CR-V EX-L

Auto, STK#
HU9764V, 29K MI

$19,671

2014 Honda CR-V EX

Auto, STK# 
HU10449V, 20K MI

$24,950

2015 Honda CR-V EX-L

Auto, STK#
HU10382, 11K MI

$25,210

2014 Honda Pilot EX-L

Auto, STK# 
HU10411, 46K MI

NEW 2016 Honda

FIT 

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

With Excellent Creredidididididitttt SSScScoree (7(7(7(7(7(7222020 Score) 36 Month Lease Total Due at Inception: ($0$ Down Payment $0Bank Fee

• Automatic • Rear View Camera • Daytime 
Running Lights • Bluetooth • Model #GK5HGEW

NEW 2017 Honda

CIVIC  2.0 4DR

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

t C didit SS (7(72020 SS )) 3366 MM thh LL TT t ll DD t II tii (($0$0 DD PP t $$0$0BB kk F

• Automatic • Rear View Camera • Bluetooth 
• 5-Inch Color Screen LCD • Model #FC2F5INCLUDES PREP & 

DEST. FEES!

 YOU CHOOSE

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^
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Honda Dealer1# HH dd DD
Volume

on Prep
Fee!

NEW 2016 Honda

CR-V  AWD

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

E cellentt CCredit Score (720 Score) 366 MMontthh LLLLease TTottall DD e at InI cepttion ($0 Do n Pa ment $0$0BaB nk Fee

• Automatic • Rear View Camera  • Bluetooth 
• Front Side Airbags • Model #RM4H3GEW

NEW 2016 Honda

HR-V  AWD

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

Excellent CCredit SScore (7(720 SScocorerer )))))) 3366 Montnthhhhh LLLLLLeLeLeaase TT tot lal DDue att InI ception: (($$0 Down PPaymentt $$0BaB knk FFee

Automatic • Backup Camera • USB Audio Interface 
• Remote Entry • Alloy Wheels • Model # RU6H3GEWINCLUDES PREP & 

DEST. FEES!

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^
With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 
36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 

($0 Down Payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. 
Payment.) plus Taxes & DMV fees.10K Miles/Yr, 
.15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

• Automatic • Rear View Camera  
• Bluetooth • Alloys 

• Model # CR2F3HEW

ES!

O†^ ($

CCORD LX 4DR

ondaOfNewRochelle.com  

EXIT 15 OFF I-9525 EAST MAIN STREET
NEW CAR SHOWROOM

200 MAIN STREET
USED CAR SHOWROOM

888.409.3688 888.409.3687PM

mediate delivery from in stock units only. No two offers can be combined. No prior deals apply. Residuals: 2016 CR-V LX AWD: $15,627.00; 2016 HR-V LX AWD: $13,551.15; 
sponsible for repairs, maintenance excess wear and tear and excess miles of 10k per year at the rate of .15¢ each additional mile. Offers expire 12/15/16. #BT1209

Sport
.....................

$  
LE
.............. .

$

2011 Nissan Maxima 3.5 SV
AUTO, STK#HU6132A, 39K MI .................... .

$  
2012 Acura TL
AUTO, STK#HU6635, 36K MI ...................... .

$

2007 Toyota 4Runner SR5
AUTO, STK#HU10305, 40K MI .................... .

$  
2011 Mini Cooper Countryman S
AUTO, STK#HU10352, 56K MI .................... .

$

$28,464

2014 Honda Pilot EX-L

Auto, STK#
HU10424, 17K MI

$28,487

2014 Honda Pilot EX-L

Auto, STK#
HU10259, 25K MI

$29,361

2015 Honda Odyssey EX-L

Auto, STK# 
HU10240, 17K MI

$31,339

2016 Honda Odyssey EX-L

Auto, STK#
HU10127L, 5K MI

$18,684

2014 Honda Civic Coupe Si

Manual, STK#
HU10428, 29K MI

 **Valued at $ 595.00 Consumer 
is responsible to report and pay all 

applicable taxes on included Remote 
Starter. Aftermarket remote starter 
installed after purchase.  No two 

offers can be combined.  Included 
with advertised vehicles only.  Must 

be in-stock vehicle.  Photos used for 
illustrative purposes only.

Included With Purchase or Lease of 
Any Advertised New Vehicle Today!

Remote Starter!** r 
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(l-r) Referee John Capozzo with coaches, Joe O’Donnell and Anthony Hart. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

St. Francis Xavier School students and faculty competed in a fun-fi lled volleyball game on 
Friday, November 18 inside their school’s gymnasium.

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL HOSTS
 STUDENT/FACULTY VOLLEYBALL GAME

(l-r) Joe McManus, 80th Assembly District State Committeeman; Bernice Williams, 86th 
Democratic Assembly District Leader; Ken Agosto, 78th Democratic Assembly District State 
Committeeman; Nilda Velazques, 78th Democratic Assembly District Leader and Elvin Gar-
cia, representing Mayor de Blasio. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Kenny Agosto, 78th Democratic Assembly District State Committeeman, hosted a birthday 
party and fundraiser to commemorate his ten years in elective politics on Wednesday, No-
vember 30 at Gasolina Bar and Lounge.

KENNY AGOSTO’S BIRTHDAY FUNDRAISER

Students met with (back, l-r) Councilwoman Gibson, BronxWorks executive director Eileen 
Torres, John Leguizamo and Altice USA’s Hakim Boubazine. Photo by Janette Pellegrini

Altice USA announced on Thursday, December 1 the availability of ‘Economy Internet’, a new 
low-cost home broadband service from Optimum providing eligible families and seniors in 
the tri-state area with fast, high-quality internet connectivity at $14.99 per month.

JOHN LEGUIZAMO, ALTICE USA LAUNCH
 LOW-COST BROADBAND SERVICE

(l-r) Janice Halloran, Jacobi’s Emergency Depart-
ment senior associate director; Felipa Manaiza; 
William Rivera, CB 9 district manager; Dr. Jeremy 
Sperling, Jacobi’s Emergency Medicine  chairman 
and Jaime Feliberty. 
 Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

NYC Health + Hospital/Jacobi gave Community Board 
9 members a tour of the hospital’s emergency de-
partment on Monday, November 21. The tour includ-
ed adult and pediatric emergency rooms and wait 
areas, urgent care, trauma and ambulance bay.

CB9 VISITS JACOBI 
MEDICAL CENTER ER

(l-r) Peter Dolson, Sunoco area marketing manager; Wayne Edelman, Sunoco grand prize 
winner and Meurice Garment Care president and James Farrow, Sunoco division marketing 
manager. Photo courtesy of Sunoco

The leadership team at Meurice Garment Care, a premier NYC dry cleaning company based 
in Hunts Point, was declared the grand prize winner of Sunoco’s annual Free Fuel 5000 con-
test on Thursday, December 1. Meurice Garment Care president Wayne Edelman, who took 
over the company from his parents nearly 30 years ago, accepted the $5,000 in Sunoco fuel 
on the organization’s behalf.

HUNTS POINT COMPANY WINS FREE FUEL



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 9-15, 2016 47  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 9-15, 201648    BTR

 On Thursday, December 1st, Saint 
Barnabas High School had the utmost 
privilege and honor to welcome NYPD 
Detective Steven McDonald. The en-
tire student body, faculty and staff 
gathered in the auditorium where Det. 
McDonald offered his wonderful story 
of courage, faith, forgiveness and in-
spiration as he spoke of the horrifi c 
day he was shot while working for the 
NYPD. While questioning a group of 
young teenage boys, one of them, 15 
years old at the time, shot Det. McDon-
ald three times. The fi rst shot was in 
the head, the second in the throat and 
the third shattered his spine leaving 
him paralyzed.

Throughout his story, Barnabas 
students listened intently and many 
were overcome with emotion after 
hearing how Det. McDonald perse-
vered through rough times and how 
his faith kept him going. He described 
to them the very moment that he al-
lowed his faith to guide him, “My dark-
ness was replaced with light. I found 
my new reason to live and change the 
way I was living when my son Conor 
was born just six months after I was 
shot”.

During his address, Det. McDonald 
had the students listen to the speech 
that Robert F. Kennedy gave just 
24-hours after Martin Luther King, Jr 
was assassinated. Kennedy is quoted 
saying, “So I ask you tonight to return 
home, to say a prayer for the family [of 
Martin Luther King] …. But more im-
portantly to say a prayer for our own 

St. Barnabas welcomes 
Det.  Steven McDonald

country, which all of us love -- a prayer 
for understanding and that compas-
sion of which I spoke.” It is of this faith 
that Det. McDonald told the students 
to use to end this streak of violence, 
“Have faith. Say yes to God and good 
thing will follow.” He reminded the 
students that this is not easy to do, but 
it is important to break the cycle of vio-
lence and improve the world by living 
and sharing your faith. 

Det. McDonald then told the stu-
dents that he forgave his shooter be-
cause it is important to choose love and 
forgiveness and he knew if he didn’t he 
would not have survived. He concluded 
his address by reading the prayer, You 
Are Very Special, and praying a decade 
of the rosary. “I thought for a long time 
that if the boy who shot me had heard 
this prayer, things may have been dif-
ferent”. He also brought copies of the 
book, Why Forgive?, of which he wrote 
the foreword, for each student. 

At the end of the address Det. Mc-
Donald signed copies of the book and 
took photos with students and fac-
ulty. In honor of Det. McDonald, Saint 
Barnabas High School is making a do-
nation to the American Special Chil-
dren’s Pilgrimage Group, an organiza-
tion close to him.

For more information about Saint 
Barnabas High School, contact Jen-
nifer Geideman, MPA at (718) 325-8800 
x11, at jgeideman@stbarnabashigh.
com or visit our website at stbarna-
bashighschool.com

 Detective Steven McDonald with Saint Barnabas High School students.
                           Photo courtesy of SBHS
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14oz CUT OF BLACK 
ANGUS PRIME RIB

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB
TUESDAYS

18oz BLACK ANGUS 
SHELL STEAK

SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!

Throggs Neck

CLIPPER
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

SUNDAY, MONDAY AND 
THURSDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL SPECIALS
** 25¢ Wings (8 fl avors to choose from)
** $5 Clam & Shrimp Specials Including Peel ‘Eat Shrimp  
** $5 Irish Nachos or Disco Fries
** Buckets Of Nips Beer Specials 5 for $7
** Specials available at bar only. Two drink minimum required for specials. 8pm–10pm.

SERVING GERMAN SPECIALTIES 
MONDAYS NOON TIL CLOSE

GERMAN
MONDAYS

EARLY BIRD DINNER
Monday–Thursday 4 PM–6 PM

Includes
Soup or Salad
Entree, OT/VEG
& Dessert

$1495
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Frank Calamari (l), Calvary Hospital president and Cairo family members (l-r) Lisa and Joe 
Cairo, Audrey Esposito, Michael Cairo and Shane O’Neil were excited to cut the ribbon. 
 Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

Joe Cairo (back, 2nd from r) and his three children (back, l-r) Lisa, Michael and Shane with 
several Calvary nurses in one of the four renovated nurse’s lounges at the Bronx campus. 
 Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

Calvary Hospital hosted a dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony on Thursday, December 1 for four recently renovated nurses lounges at the 200-bed Bronx campus.The Pat Cairo Family 
Foundation donated $75,000 to renovate the four staff/nurses lounges. The amount was in addition to the foundation’s annual $100,000 gift for Calvary Hospital’s general support.

CALVARY HOSPITAL OPENS FOUR RENOVATED NURSES LOUNGE

Borough President Diaz addressed small business owners at a recent Small Business Admin-
istraion’s roundtable. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and U.S. Small Business Administration regional admin-
istrator Kellie LeDet, the Business Corporation of New York and the Bronx Overall Economic 
Development Corporation co-hosted a roundtable discussion on Wednesday, November 
30 regarding ways to help Hispanic business owners invest and actively participate in the 
Bronx’s economic growth.

DIAZ HOSTS SBA ROUNDTABLE FOR
HISPANIC BUSINESS LEADERS

(back, l-r) Pat O’Rourke, Mike O’Connell, Roger Slattery, Bob Nolan, Phil Parker, Joe McManus, 
Jerry O’Connell, (front, l-r) Susan Nolan, Pat Parker and Deborah McManus had a great eve-
ning. Photo by Nuala Purcell

The Bronx County Ancient Order of Hibernians celebrated its annual dinner dance and 
awards ceremonies on Sunday, November 20 at Rory Dolan’s in Yonkers. This year’s Celtic 
Cross award recipients were national president Chief Judge James McKay of Louisiana, 
NYPD chief of patrol Terence Monahan, ‘Hibernian Digest’ national editor John O’Connell, 
O’Lunney Pubs owner Hugh O’Lunney and Bronx County Ancient Order of Hibernians presi-
dent Bob Nolan who also served as emcee and journal chairman. 

BRONX COUNTY ANCIENT ORDER 
OF HIBERNIANS’ DINNER DANCE

(l-r) NYC Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s Joe Ithier, 
Hispanic Chamber Executive Board member; Assem-
blyman Marcos Crespo; honoree Dr. Mark Gonzalez; 
Sulma Arzu-Brown, Hispanic Chamber director of 
operations; honoree Evelyn Espinal; honoree As-
semblyman Rivera; honoree Fernando Ferrer; Nick 
Lugo, Hispanic Chamber president and Cindy Rubi 
Estrada, Hispanic Chamber executive director. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The NYC Hispanic Chamber of Commerce formally 
recognized a few well-accomplished Hispanic lead-
ers at its 11th annual Hispanic Business Award Ban-
quet and Scholarship Ceremony on Thursday, De-
cember 1 at Maestro’s Caterers.

HISPANIC CHAMBER HOSTS BUSINESS AWARDS BANQUET
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TOO TIRED TO COOK?
YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com
We Deliver to The 

Beach Clubs!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For 

Large Dinner Parties 
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

WATCH ALL FOOTBALL GAMES WITH THE SUNDAY TICKET
20¢ WINGS FOR ALL FOOTBALL GAMES (EAT-IN ONLY, AT THE BAR ONLY)

LET US BE YOUR GAMEDAY HEADQUARTERS...WINGS, MOZZARELLA STICKS, PIZZA AND MORE...

MON, TUE, WED. EVENING, AS AVAILABLE, OFFER EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS.

KEEP US IN MIND FOR YOU NFL PARTY 
IN OUR HOUSE OR YOURS!

BUY 2 LARGE PIES & GET AN ORDER OF WINGS FREE
EAT-IN OR TO GO

PIZZA
SPECIAL

BOOK YOUR CHRISTMAS DINNER PARTY OR CHRISTMAS PARTY
AT P.J. BRADY’S!

COME TRY OUR

DELICIOUS

MUSSELS!!!

TRY OUR DELICIOUS RIB EYE STEAK!

MUSSELS!
STEAKS! 
CHOPS! 
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK
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(l-r) Penny Cooke, Katie Laserinko, Peter Junta, Barbara Doddy and Agnes Egan organized 
the parish’s annual Christmas Flea Market. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Delainney Rivera (c) and her mother, Brenda Jimenez (r) purchased jewelry from Dana Shep-
herd (l). Photo by Aracelis Batista

With the holidays approaching, Holy Family Church hosted its annual Christmas fl ea market and tag sale on Sunday, December 4 at 2158 Watson Avenue. Shoppers and parishioners got a head 
start on their holiday gift-buying while supporting the community.

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FLEA MARKET

NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi hosted a World AIDS Day event at Jacobi Hospital’s Atrium on 
Thursday, December 1. Senator Gustavo Rivera addressed a large crowd on the advancements 
in care to end AIDS in New York, ensuring HIV service providers have the skills and resources 
needed to prevent infections from occurring in the fi rst place.

JACOBI MEDICAL CENTER HOSTS 
WORLD AIDS DAY EVENT

Marilyn Molina displayed the artwork she 
made commemorating World AIDS Day. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Colligiate Institute for Math & Science seniors and their teacher, Larry Manetti, lent 
their support for this year’s the World AIDS Day at Jacobi. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Jessica Rodriguez, Tiffany Phan and 
Kimberly Vargas with artwork they and fel-
low Collegiate Institute for Math and Science 
students produced for World AIDS Day. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda (front, 4th from l) 
and Beatrice Castiglia Catullo (front, 2nd from r) 
commemorated the grand opening of Metro Urgi-
care’s new Bronx location. 
 Photo courtesy of Metro Urgicare

Community and local elected offi cials celebrated 
the grand opening of Metro Urgicare’s new Bronx 
location at 1990 McGraw Avenue on Wednesday, 
November 30. Dr. Beatrice Castiglia Catullo, Re-
gional Aid for Interim Needs, Inc. founder, cut the 
ceremonial ribbon welcoming the rapidly expand-
ing urgent care practice to the borough.

METRO URGICARE 
OPENS PARKCHESTER

 LOCATION
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BEER CRAZED MONDAYS-> 1-6pm
$1 OFF ANY BEER 

$2 SLIDERS (BEEF OR PORK, MINIMUM OF 3) 
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 

 

TEQUILA TUESDAYS -> 4-7pm 
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES 

$1 OFF NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS 
$6- GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS 

$5- QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili) 
 

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$4 GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

RED OR WHITE SANGRIA - $7 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$3 WELL DRINKS 

$5 MARTINIS 
$5 COSMOS 

$4 IMPORTED PINTS (GUINESS $5) 
$4 IMPORTED BOTTLES 

 $5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 
$5 NACHOS 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS-> 4-8pm 
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS 

$1 OFF ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS 
$3.00 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guinness $5) 

$3.50 DOMESTIC BOTTLES - $4.00 IMPORTED BOTTLES 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available 10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

The Wicked Wolf
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

THE UGLY CHRISTMAS
SWEATER PARTY

Friday
Dec. 23 2016

11pm-3am

21 and Older

NO COVER DRINK SPECIALS
ALL NIGHT

JOIN US FOR

FOOTBALL
ALL DAY SUNDAY AND 

MONDAY NIGHT

BEER AND 
WING

SPECIALS AT 
THE BAR

Stop By This 

Holiday Season 
and Enjoy A 

Festive Holiday 
Lunch or Dinner 

In Our Decorated 
Dining Rooms.
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More than three dozen NYC high school students from the Turn 2 Foundation’s Jeter’s Leaders assembled gift bags at their program’s annual holiday gift wrapping party on Thursday, Decem-
ber 1 at Yankee Stadium. The 1,100 gift bags which included items donated by the NY Yankees, Haddad Brands and Simon and Schuster, will help children from Turn 2 programs in NYC, west 
Michigan and Tampa, FL celebrate the holidays.

TURN 2 FOUNDATION STUDENTS SPREAD HOLIDAY CHEER

Louis Annuziata and Stefano Priante fi lled back packs to the brim with toys 
and other goodies. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Jamal McIntosh, Rochell Small, Maynor Cali and Stefano Priante prepared to throw their full back packs 
into a shipping box. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Winter wonderland 1818 Mahan Avenue glistened like a snowfl ake. Photo by Edwin Soto

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas in Pelham Bay. Surinder Singh transformed his 1818 
Mahan Avenue home between Buhre and Westchester avenues into a whimsical winter won-
derland for everyone’s enjoyment this holiday season.

PELHAM BAY HOME TRANSFORMED
INTO WINTER WONDERLAND

Legendary musician Yoel Sharabi will perform at the Young Israel of Pelham Parkway on the 
eighth night of Chanukah. Photo courtesy of Yoel Sharabi

Yoel Sharabi, one of the most talented and popular Jewish music performers, will entertain 
at a free Chanukah Party and Concert on Sunday, January 1, 2017, the eighth day of Chanukah. 
The festive extravaganza will be held at 2 p.m. inside the Young Israel of Pelham Parkway Jew-
ish Center on 900 Pelham Parkway South at the corner of Muliner Avenue. Chanukah latkas 
and jelly donuts will be served at the celebration. For more information, contact Bronx Jewish 
Community Council of Pelham Parkway at (718) 828-1114.

YOEL SHARABI CONCERT SET FOR NEXT MONTH
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Legendary's Dining Room NOW OPEN
$5 Bar Sandwiches all Day    $7 Lunch Specials Everyday

Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Pints & Bottles 
Domestics $3  Imports $4

Well Drinks $4 

Apple, Dirty & Expresso Martinis $5

Legendary Bar and Grill    
3513 East Tremont Ave, Bronx, NY 10465

 718-822-0100
 Open Hours: 11:30 - 4:00am

Sunday Football
Beef Nachos $5 

Cheese Burger & Fries 
FREE HOT DOGS 

Monday 

50¢ Jumbo Wings All Day
 

12am - 2am FREE Buffet
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The day’s honoree with members of the North Bronx Section of the National Council of Negro Women. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The North Bronx Section of the National Council of Negro Women toasted distinguished individuals at its Senior Appreciation Holiday Brunch on Saturday, December 3 at the Albert Tuitt 
Educational Campus. This year’s honorees included Alive Tuitt, Catherine Jackson, Ella Dixon-Ferebee, Florence Payne, Laura Rhodan, Lena Council, Loretta Jones, Lucinda M. Green, Naomi 
Collins, Phyllis E. Donaldson, Priscilla Crowell and Viola E. Phillips.

NCNW SENIOR APPRECIATION BRUNCH HELD

(l-r) The men’s 15K winners included third place honoree David Perry, fi rst place champion 
Broderick Gann and second place victor MacLean O’Donnell. Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) This year’s women’s 15K winners were third place honoree Jaine Foster, fi rst place 
champion Colleen McGurk and second place victor Leigh Gerson. Photo by Edwin Soto

Runners tested their endurance during New York Road Runners’ 15K cross country race across Van Cortlandt Park’s rugged terrain on Sunday, December 4 while celebrating the late Pete McArdle, 
a local running legend and Ireland native. McArdle became an American citizen in 1962 and won the 10,000 meter gold and marathon bronze medals at the 1963 Pan American Games. 

PETE MCARDLE CROSS COUNTRY 15K AT VAN CORTLANDT

Pastor Antonio Henderickson (2nd from l), Lead by Example and Reverse the Trend 
founder, worked with Bey Scholars.org’s (l-r) Sammuel Berry; Quiame Bey, founder; 
David Patterson and Gabriel Diaz, Jr. for this year’s ‘Cops and Kids Anti-Violence 
Basketball Tournament’. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Pastor Henderickson (back, c) with local teens at the anti-violence basketball tournament. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Lead by Example and Reverse the Trend and Beyscholars.org co-hosted ‘Cops and Kids’ on Saturday, December 3 at the South Bronx Academy for Applied Media. The event brought together 
community and law enforcement members for an anti-violence basketball tournament, chess lessons and other activities reinforcing positive behavior.

LEAD BY EXAMPLE, BEYSCHOLARS.ORG HOST ‘COPS & KIDS’ GAMES
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Like Us On
Facebook

Your Bronx

Neighbor That

Cares For You

2000 E. GUN HILL ROAD
BRONX, NY 10469

(718) 320-0400
WWW.KINGSHARBOR.COM

Like Us On
Facebook

2000 E. GUN HILL ROAD
BRONX, NY 10469

(718) 320-0400
WWW.KINGSHARBOR.COM

WHO KNEW ALL OF THIS

Your Bronx

Neighbor That

Cares For You

Five Star
Quality Rated
by Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services

Ranked In 1st
Quintile by New 

York State Quality 
Pool Indicators

WAS AT KINGS HARBOR?

I visited the beauty 
salon, made new 
friends and went 

to the theatre.
All of this while 

receiving excellent 
medical care and 
rehabilitation at
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Councilman King (3rd row, c) and students from six different schools testifi ed at the hear-
ing. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

On Tuesday, November 22, the NYC Council Committee on Education held hearings at City Hall 
on Resolution No. 451 which calls upon the NYC Department of Education to mandate school 
uniforms. More than 65 youngsters from six different schools across the city were in atten-
dance to testify and discuss the fi nancial benefi ts of buying school uniforms versus trendy 
clothes and uniform’s professional appearance, security aspects and elimination of distracti

STUDENTS TESTIFY AT CITY HALL
REGARDING RESOLUTION NO. 451

Angelina (l) and Michelle Proscia met Santa at the annual tree lighting celebration. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

(back, l-r) Stephen Kaufman, Throggs Neck Merchants Association president; parent coor-
dinator Lisa Reilly; co-president Gheri Kaufman; co-president Michelle Proscia; fi rst vice 
president Marianela Aponte; second vice president Jean Marie Price; Barbette Leonard; 
Rosemarie Falciano; principal Joseph Nobile; Linda Hiney; Lori Luciano; Gloria Dineen; Kim 
Metzger; Valerie Young-Lando and P.S. 304 students. Photo by Aracelis Batista

P.S. 304 students and their families had a merry time celebrating the holidays at the school’s 
annual Christmas tree lighting on Friday, December 2. The holiday festivities included an ugly 
sweater contest and a special visit from Santa Claus.

P.S. 304 CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS WITH TREE LIGHTING AND FESTIVITIES

Dreymi Taveras (l) made a custom snow 
globe for Yariana Carrion. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Yajaiva (l) and Chassity Aviles were ready to 
decorate an illustrated Christmas tree. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Children and their families celebrated the 
holiday season in style at the Family Affair: 
Winter Wonderland on Saturday, December 3 
at the Bronx Museum of the Arts. The Yuletide 
event featured arts and crafts, puppet shows 
and delicious food.  

FAMILY AFFAIR: 
WINTER 

WONDERLAND 
HOLIDAY PARTY
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Apply
Now!

NYSCAS

Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s 
and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area. 

Think college, think NYSCAS. A division of Touro College. 

 

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit: www.touro.edu

CHOOSE FROM CAREER-FOCUSED MAJORS INCLUDING:

Clement O.
B.A. | NYSCAS ’16

Customer Support Web Team
NYC Dept. of Transportation

←

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

855.21.TOURO (855.218.6876)    

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

212.463.0400 x5500
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Yossit Tress (4th from l), Sunshine Learning Center CEO; Mark Sonnenshein (5th from l), Sunshine Learning Center founder; Cedric Loftin (c), Community Board 1 district manager; Deputy 
Borough Ptresident Aurelia Greene (3rd from r); Cheryl Simmons-Oliver (2nd from r), Lincoln Hospital Public Affairs associate executive director with Sunshine Learning Center staff. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sunshine Learning Center celebrated its grand opening of its fourth Bronx location on Friday, December 2 at the Morris Court Apartments on 253 E. 142nd Street. Sunshine Early Learning 
Center is dedicated to fostering educational development, establishing self-esteem and sparking imagination in a safe and loving environment.

SUNSHINE LEARNING CENTER OPENS IN MOTT HAVEN

Councilman Vacca (back, 4th from r) provided turkeys to the Albanian American Open Hand 
Association. Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s Offi ce

Councilman James Vacca and MetroPlus Health provided turkeys to the Albanian American 
Open Hand Association just in time for the Thanksgiving holiday.

VACCA, METROPLUS GIVE OUT
 THANKSGIVING TURKEYS

(l-r) Nation of Domination’s Kerri, Jessie, Bridget, Jonah, Amanda, Miranda, Fred, Sarah, 
Victoria and Andrew were declared this year’s winners. Photo by Laura Stone

St. Frances de Chantal School Young Teen Group hosted its seventh annual Lip Sync Charity 
Competition on Saturday, December 3. Young Teen Group members, local teens ages 12 to 17, 
battled in teams of lip sync performances for a charity of their choice.

ST. FRANCES DE CHANTAL
HOSTS 7TH ANNUAL

LIP SYNC COMPETITION
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NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

We Take E.B.T. CARD

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT

 LBS...........................  each

BABY LOBSTER TAILS
......................................... each

 
.

3  each

  each

 each 

  each

 each

 each

BRAZIL LOBSTER TAILS

OCTOPUS SPANISH
..................................

 

LBS.................................................

BACALAO LB.BAG

SOAKED OR DRY............................

KING CRAB CT ..............

KING CRAB LEGS CT ...... 

ANCHOVIES FLAT FILETS ...  

 LBS.............  each

CT

 LBS.........................

PLEASE ORDER FRESH FISH
24 HOURS IN ADVANCENEW YORKS LARGEST SELECTION

  CT ............ 

HOLIDAY 
SPECIALS

 
CT

CT ............
CT ...............
CT ..............

CT ........................

CT ..........................

LARGE  CT ...............................  

CT ..............................  

 CT .............

MEAT & DELI FRESH SEAFOOD
AVAILABLE

NOW TAKING
HOLIDAY ORDERS

PRIME RIB ROAST PORK SPIRAL HAMS FILLET MIGNON

ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT SEASONED AND TIED FREE

TILAPIA FILET
OZ .............................
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Aircraft carriers are 

America’s fi rst line of defense, 
as well as the vital instrument 
used by Washington to protect 
allies and project infl uence 
across the globe. 

As Rep. Randy Forbes, (R-
Virginia) notes, “When a cri-
sis arises and American lives 
and interests are at risk, the 
fi rst question decision mak-
ers ask is, ‘Where are the car-
riers?’ Our Navy’s aircraft 
carriers provide 4.5 acres 
of sovereign American ter-
ritory and a mobile base of 
operations that reduces the 
need to deploy U.S. boots on 
the ground.  

When ISIS blitzed through 
the Middle East last year, the 
strike fi ghters aboard the car-
rier George H.W. Bush were 
the only U.S. aircraft in posi-
tion and ready to halt their 
advance.  It took 54 days for 
the United States to negotiate 
deals with allies in the region 
that allowed us to employ air-
craft based on their territory.  
In the months since, the car-
riers Carl Vinson and Theo-
dore Roosevelt have rotated 
through the region, providing 
a constant American military 
presence, supporting ongoing 
operations against ISIS, and 
deterring aggression by Iran.  
In other theaters, meanwhile, 
the presence of American 
carriers has deterred aggres-
sion, protected the free fl ow 
of goods, people, and informa-
tion, and enabled the United 
States to extend a helping 
hand when natural disasters 
strike.”

However, while threats 

across the planet multiply, 
the number of these vessels 
continues to be below what is 
clearly necessary. Rear Admi-
ral Thomas Moore once said, 
“We’re an 11-carrier Navy in 
a 15-carrier world.”  Federal 
statutes require a minimum 
of eleven carriers.

Unfortunately, the U.S. 
now has only a 10-carrier 
navy (An 11th, the new U.S.S. 
Gerald Ford, is not yet opera-
tional, and may not be fully 
ready for duty until 2021) and 
the world has become even 
more dangerous, as both 
China and Russia have ex-
panded their sea power while 
America’s continues to con-
tract. In 2015, Secretary of the 
Navy Ray Mabus warned that 
a “Carrier force structure be-
low 11 would inject signifi -
cant risk in the Fleet’s ability 
to comply with the Defense 
Strategic Guidance.”  

The human element cannot 
be overlooked in all this. In 
an attempt to make up the dif-
ference, carrier deployments 
have increased in length from 
5.5 months on average in 2008 
to 9.5 months.  That’s diffi cult 
for both sailors and their fam-
ilies.  Further, it puts a great 
deal of stress on the ships 
themselves, delaying home 
port maintenance.

As noted in Breaking De-
fense,  “The Navy’s in a car-
rier crunch. US commanders 
around the world keep asking 
for carriers to cover trouble 
spots from Syria, Iran, and 
Afghanistan to the Western 
Pacifi c and the South China 
Sea, but the Navy doesn’t have 
enough to go around.”

President Obama sought 
to cut the carrier fl eet to 10 
in his 2015 budget. From the 
1980s to 2002, the Navy went 
down from 14 carriers in the 
fl eet to 12, of which at least 
two and more often three were 
deployed around the world at 
any given time. (The average 
wavered between 2.5 and 2.75). 
Since 2003, however, the Navy 
has shrunk from 12 carriers 
to 10.

There have some who have 
argued that aircraft carriers 
are increasingly vulnerable 
to enemy missile attack, and 
there is some element of truth 
to that.  In war, there will be 
casualties. That may sound 
harsh, but it refl ects reality. 
However, that is not a reason 
to lose the vital advantage that 
carriers provide.

Further, dramatic im-
provements in U.S. defensive 
technology have taken place. 
Rear Admiral Edward Masso  
discusses the vulnerability is-
sue: 

“The U.S. Navy is greatly 
endangered by the global pro-
liferation of anti-ship ballistic 
and cruise missiles. Some an-
alysts, like Dennis Gormley, 
Andrew Erickson, and Jing-
dong Yuan at the National De-
fense University, say U.S. air-
craft carriers in the western 
Pacifi c are sitting ducks for 
communist China’s missiles, 
especially their CM-400AKG 

Mach 5.5 Wrecker cruise mis-
sile and their DF-21 ballistic 
missile, dubbed ‘the carrier 
killer.’ They are wrong. Sim-
ply put, the ongoing improve-
ment of missile defense sys-
tems on U.S. Navy warships is 
keeping pace with the develop-
ment of new Chinese missiles 
and with others that are ap-
pearing in North Korea, Iran, 
and Russia. Innovative U.S. 
shipborne defenses with the 
capability to detect, track, de-
stroy or defl ect such advanced 
missiles are now being de-
ployed, as they must be, if our 
warships and the world’s com-
mercial vessels are to have ac-
cess to the Persian Gulf, South 
China Sea, Sea of Japan, and 
the Eastern Mediterranean. 
The capabilities of China’s 
Wrecker and DF-21 missiles, 
for example, are far from be-
ing ignored… the navy [has] 
carried out sea trials of a new 
countermeasure to anti-ship 
missiles called Pandarra Fog. 
Slated to be deployed as part 
of a warship’s defensive arma-
ment, the Pandarra Fog sys-
tem creates radar-absorbing 
carbon-fi ber clouds that pre-
vent a missile’s seeker from 
fi nding its target. It is a simple 
but effective means of blinding 
the radar target acquisition 
system of anti-ship supersonic 
cruise missiles and ballistic 
missiles like the Wrecker and 
the DF-21.”

While budgetary concerns 
limit the possibility of a return 
to a 15-carrier navy, there has 
been discussion about supple-
menting an 11-carrier force 
with a number of smaller car-
riers.

Tyler Rogoway, in a foxtro-
talpha article, makes the case 
for this concept. “The Navy is 
experiencing serious opera-
tional shortfalls due to run-
ning its fl eet of ten aircraft 
carriers hard in recent years, 
which is one short of the man-
dated 11. As such, it is time 
for the U.S. to build smaller 
aircraft carriers in greater 
numbers than what today’s 
one-size-fi ts-all super carrier 
strategy permits.”

Rogoway points out that 
two smaller carriers could be 
purchased for the price of one 
larger one.  The loss, he argues, 
in the capability of a larger 
version would be made up by 
other advantages. It would 
give the Navy additional fl ex-
ibility in deployment. “By 
building smaller carriers, 
and more of them, Navy com-
manders will be able to better 
pair their available resources 
with the mission at hand. For 
instance, you do not need a su-
per carrier for simply creating 
a strong presence in a region, 
or to support low-intensity 
warfare operations, or to train 
aircrews, or to execute good-
will tours. In fact, smaller 
carriers would provide every-
thing a super carrier could, 
although at diminished sor-
tie rates. For missions where 
a super carrier’s capability is 
needed, and if none are avail-
able, two smaller carriers can 
be deployed in one’s place.”

The  Russian and Chinese 
navies, which have trained to-
gether during the past several 
years, are rapidly enhancing 
their strength, now exceeding 
the U.S. in numbers of subma-

BY MARY JANE MUSSANO
It’s almost here.  And we 

hope to see you there.
On Sunday, December 11 

at 6:15 p.m. a magical thing 
will happen.  Friends and 
neighbors both young and 
old will gather at Schneider-
Sampson Park at the corner 
of Hollywood and Baisley 
Avenues to sip hot chocolate 
and enjoy festive cookies as 
they wait for Santa to arrive.  
He will arrive in a very spe-
cial way that will be sure to 
widen the eyes and smiles of 
both the children and their 
parents.

When Santa arrives, he 

will lead the countdown for 
the lighting of our community 
Christmas tree.  Then he will 
relax in his red velvet chair as 
he chats with children about 
their Christmas wishes.  All 
children 12 and under, that 
are in attendance, will receive 
a gift from the man in red if 
they have good all year-well 
most of the year!  

Our Santa loves to pose 
for photos with your children 
so please remember to bring 
your camera.

Our Christmas Tree light-
ing is not only for children.  
We encourage all to attend be-
cause this is a time to gather 

with friends and neighbors 
to celebrate the holiday sea-
son.  Please let your neighbors 
know that we would love to see 
them at our Christmas Tree 
Lighting.

Borough President Diaz

Borough President Diaz 
was our guest speaker at the 
last membership meeting and 
I must report that he was a big 

hit with our community.  He 
is a great listener, very char-
ismatic and quite understand-
ing of the issues we face in our 
community.

We will be corresponding 
with his offi ce on the issues 
that were brought up at the 
meeting.  Hopefully, he will 
be able to help us solve some of 
the important issues our com-
munity is facing.

Social Security

In case you haven’t heard, 
in 2017 your social security 
check will receive a boost.  
Are you excited?  Well, you 
will be receiving approxi-
mately $5 more each check but 

the problem is you will never 
even see that measly increase 
because your Part B contribu-
tion will be raised by approxi-
mately $5. 

This should make you an-
gry enough to speak out to our 
local politicians.  How can se-
niors possibly make fi nances 
work when the prices of every-
thing is going up but social se-
curity remains the same?

Social Security should have 
been put in a lock box so that 
our government could not use 
it for other things.  If that was 
done, perhaps there would be 
enough for well- deserved and 
much needed increases!

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND 
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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BY MICHELE TORRIONI
Greetings everyone,
The next Pelham Bay Tax-

payers meeting will be on 
Tuesday, December 20 in the 
St. Theresa Cafeteria, weather 
permitting. We have been hav-
ing some nice weather so hope-
fully it will continue.  We will 
serve coffee, cake and will 
have a raffl e for some holiday 
gifts. If you attend the meeting 
you will be given a raffl e ticket 
for the chance to win one of 
the lovely holiday gifts. 

This is the season for holi-
day events in our community 
and many of the surrounding 
communities so please try to 
stop by and enjoy one if not all 
of the events.

The Pelham Bay Mer-
chants is having their annual 
tree decorating, tree lighting 

and Christmas party on Sun-
day, December 11 at Keane 
Square Park between noon 
and 5 p.m. The association 
worked very hard this year 
to keep this event going along 
with the merchants and resi-
dents so please stop by, bring 
an ornament or grab one of 
the ones they will have avail-
able to put on their tree. Then 
come back to see the tree light-
ing and gifts for children, say 
hello to your neighbors and 
thank the individuals who 
worked so hard to put this to-
gether. Don’t forget to shop lo-
cally to thank the merchants 
for their continued support of 
the community. 

The Waterbury-Lasalle 
Community Association is 
having their annual Christ-
mas tree lighting on Sunday, 

December 11 at Schneider 
Sampson Park at 6:15 p.m. 
There will be music, gifts, hot 
chocolate and a visitor from 
the North Pole giving away 
gifts for the children. Please 
join us for a wonderful holiday 
celebration, say hello to your 
neighbors and to thank your 
community volunteers who 
work so hard to put this event 
together. 

The Westchester Square 
BID’s holiday celebration will 
be held Friday, December 16, 
between 5 and-8 p.m. at Owen 

Dolen Park, take pictures with 
Santa in his village, listen to 
yuletide carolers, join them 
for the community tree light-
ing and toys for children ages 
1 to 12 years (while supplies 
last). Come say hello to your 
neighbors, celebrate the holi-
day season and thank the vol-
unteers who work hard to put 
this event together.

The Grace Episcopal 
Church is having their annual 
Christmas Fair & Café Satur-
day, December 10 from  10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., there will be hand-
crafted gifts, raffl es, chil-
dren’s crafts and a bake sale. 
Location is 116 City Island Av-
enue. 

As you may have heard or 
read, the properties at 3250, 
3268 and 3276 Westchester 
have been bought by the de-

velopers Marcal Group. These 
three properties include 52,830 
square feet of offi ce build-
ing with 19 units, a two-story 
18,762 square foot retail build-
ing with fi ve units, and a park-
ing lot in between. The retail 
tenants are CVS, Dunkin Do-
nuts and Subway, the offi ce 
building holds several doc-
tors’ offi ces, including Medi-
cal Village at Pelham Bay and 
Pelham Bay Medical Care 
for Women. These developers 
ahave proposed a our-build-
ing rental complex in Rock-
away Beach. 

We as a community need to 
keep a close eye on these par-
cels of properties and fi nd out 
what the intentions of these 
developers are; Pelham Bay 
does not need another housing 
complex.  

BY TONY SALIMBENE
As you read this, I’m sure 

the VA Party was another suc-
cess. Thanks to all from the 
post volunteers and elf helpers 
to Santa’s musicians.  Also to 
Chris D. and the Mrs. for the 
lap blankets hospital patients 
always seem to need.

The 11th is the Bronx 

County Annual Party at Sam 
Young Post 620, 1 to 4 p.m., 
hope Doc Paul is on the mend, 
hug him when you see him. 
Thanks Commander Owen.  
We also had a fairly success-
ful Community Board 10 Vet-
erans’ Services Committee 
meeting at 620. Next meeting 
will be the last Friday in Feb-

ruary, at 7 p.m., info for vets 
and family members too, al-

ways a guest speaker and piles 
of information I hope will be 
of help.

The 18th, third Sunday, we 
have our annual 253 Christ-
mas Party, after our 11 a.m. 
meeting, starting at 1 p.m. 
Currently at American Turn-
ers NY, the Turner Club, park-
ing at the corner at their Philip 

Avnue lot. Members can bring 
the spouse or guest, or how 
about a vet who is aging or all 
alone while we party?

Until next time: Are we con-
tinuing our good deeds during 
the holidays? How about help-
ing the USO?  We are at war 
you know.  I’m gonna make a 
list and check it twice...

Although this year the be-
ginning of Chanukah coin-
cides with Christmas Eve, 
Temple Hatikva will be cel-
ebrating a bit early.  All wel-
come to a pre-Hanukkah Shab-
bat Service and celebration on 
Friday, December 16 at 7:30 
p.m.  Following the lighting 
of the Shabbat and Hanukah 
candles and a short Shabbat 
service, a joyous Chanukah 
party will follow.  All welcome 
to partake of latkes (potato 
pancakes) and applesauce, 
soufganiot (traditional jelly 
donuts), festive music, dreidels 
and Chanukah gelt, all free of 
charge.  The refreshments will 
be provided by the Bronx Jew-
ish Community Council. 

The joyous holiday com-
memorates the miracle which 
took place over 2,000 years 
ago, when the available sup-

Temple Hatikva upcoming events
ply of oil needed to relight the 
eternal fl ame to rededicate the 
Temple burned for eight days, 
until a new supply could be ac-
quired. This year, the eight-
day holiday will run from 
the evening of December 24, 
through the evening of Janu-
ary 1.

Temple Hatikva will con-
tinue its Chanukah commem-
oration on Sunday, December 
18, during its next adult edu-
cation session.  Following a 
10 a.m. breakfast of bagels, 
latkes and soufganiot, juice 
and coffee, participants will 
be looking into “Music of the 
Holidays,” not only enjoying 
a sing-along of traditional Ha-
nukkah songs, but also learn-
ing some new ones which may 
become holiday staples in the 
future.  They will also ex-
plore which of the most pop-

ular Christmas and seasonal 
songs were written by Jewish 
composers and lyricists, and 
why.

“Chanukah is the festival 
of lights and a celebration of 
the rededication of the temple 
in Jerusalem,” said Cantor 
Kyle Cherry. “This holiday, 
though not considered a major 
religious holiday, is signifi -
cant in its’ symbolic concept 
of both ‘dedication’ and ‘light’. 
We can all remember that it 
is through our ‘dedication’ to 
the teachings of Hashem that 
we are still here to live in His 
‘light’. Of course, personally, I 
can’t deny my own dedication 
to a good game of Dreidel with 
the kids, not to mention the 
latkes and jelly donuts, which 
I can never go ‘light’ on. Let us 
rejoice!”

All community residents 

seeking a welcoming atmo-
sphere in which to learn more 
about and connect to Judaism 
are always welcome at Temple 
Hatikva services and Adult 
Education sessions, regard-
less of their level of knowledge 
and expertise.

Located at Bronx House, 
990 Pelham Parkway South, 
the synagogue offers monthly 
Friday evening services to 
welcome in the Sabbath with 
traditional prayers, in Eng-
lish and Hebrew, and contem-
plation.  Each service is fol-
lowed by a free Kiddush with 
refreshments and fellowship, 
a time apart from everyday 
cares and tasks to sit back and 
chat with community neigh-
bors.

Temple Hatikva also holds 
monthly adult education ses-
sions on Sunday mornings, 

from October through April, 
covering a wide variety of top-
ics of interest to people of all 
religious backgrounds.  Each 
session begins at 10 a.m. with 
bagels, cream cheese, juice, 
cake and coffee, all free of 
charge, sponsored by Shalom 
Funeral Home, located at 1528 
Castle Hill Avenue.  

The date for the next Shab-
bat service will be January 13, 
followed by Adult Education 
on January 15.

For more information see 
the temple’s website at www.
templehatikva.com.  If you 
have questions, or wish to re-
quest notifi cations of syna-
gogue plans by e-mail or U.S. 
Mail, send email requests to 
templehatikva@aol.com or to 
Temple Hatikva, c/o Bronx 
House, 990 Pelham Parkway 
South, Bronx, NY 10469.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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COME ON 
IN AND ENJOY 

A PINT!

Catering For All Occasions...
Accepting Reservations For Parties Up To 40 People...

1729 Crosby Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 822-8889  |  718-823-8889  |  718-239-2928

Taking Reservations, Walk-Ins Welcome, Good For Groups and Take Out 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Drinks 

Come And Celebrate
Shamrock’s 20th Anniversary!

Saturday, December 10th
Drink Specials, Buffet and DJ

CELEBRATING OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY!

1729 Crosby Ave, Bronx, 
New York 10461
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Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, 
notice is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of 
the City of New York ("City") has proposed the sale of the following City-owned property 
(collectively, "Disposition Area") in the  Borough of Bronx:

Address Block/Lot(s)
430 Westchester Avenue 2294/32   
599 Brook Avenue 2361/1     

Under HPD's New Construction Finance Programs, sponsors purchase City-owned or privately 
owned land or vacant buildings and construct or rehabilitate multifamily buildings in order to create 
affordable rental housing units with a range of affordability which may include units for formerly 
homeless families.  Construction and permanent financing is provided through loans from private 
institutional lenders and from public sources including HPD, the New York City Housing Develop-
ment Corporation, the State of New York, and the federal government.  Additional funding may 
also be provided from the syndication of low-income housing tax credits.  

Under the proposed project, the City will sell the Disposition Area to Comunilife La Central I 
Housing Development Fund Corporation ("Sponsor") for the nominal price of one dollar per tax 
lot.  The Sponsor will also deliver an enforcement note and mortgage for the remainder of the 
appraised value (“Land Debt”).  The Sponsor will then construct 2 buildings containing a total of 
494 rental dwelling units, plus two units for superintendents and approximately 104,650 square 
feet of commercial space and/or community facility space on the Disposition Area, and will 
develop approximately 41,252 square feet of the Disposition Area as open space.

The Land Debt will be repayable out of resale or refinancing profits for a period of at least thirty 
(30) years following completion of construction.  The remaining balance, if any, may be forgiven 
at the end of the term.

The appraisal and the proposed Land Disposition Agreement and Project Summary are available 
for public examination at the office of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5-A4, New York, New York on 
business days during business hours.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on December 21, 2016 at 1 Centre 
Street, Manhattan, Mezzanine at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached 
on the calendar, at which time and place those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to 
be heard concerning the proposed sale of the Disposition Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of 
the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter.

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office of Contract 
Services, Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York 10007, (212) 
788-7490, no later than five (5) business days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call 
Verizon relay services.

     
Bill de Blasio, Mayor

Vicki Been, Commissioner, HPD

PUBLIC NOTICE
CORRECTION

Protect  
New Yorkers 
from Illegal 
Evictions

Paid for by AARP

facebook.com/AARPNY 

@AARPNY

aarp.org/NY

Keeping New Yorkers in their homes prevents homelessness. Yet too 

many renters face eviction in housing court with no resources or tools 

to fight back. And they usually lose. That’s because 70% of tenants don’t 

have a lawyer, but 90% of landlords do. 

Join AARP New York in calling on Mayor Bill de Blasio to support the  

Right to Counsel bill (Intro. 214-A), which would guarantee legal counsel 

for low-income tenants facing eviction in New York City Housing Court. 

Right to Counsel is fair and fiscally responsible. Preventing wrongful 

evictions can save taxpayers $320 million a year by keeping people in 

their homes and out of expensive homeless services.

Call Mayor de Blasio at 1-844-655-7468 
and urge him to support the Right to 
Council bill now!

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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BY SANDI LUSK
Anyone who knows me, 

or who has read this column 
over the years or my many let-
ters to the editor knows that I 
am a progressive liberal. This 
column is not about that, or 
indeed any politics at all. I am 
hoping it is about something 
we can all agree on: hate has 
no place in this country or in 
our lives.

Hate is strangely seductive. 
It is insidious. Sometimes it 
seems that just a little hate can 
make us feel better because we 
can control it. We would never 
go overboard, or allow overt 
acts of hatred or violence, but 
a little…well, that’s different 
. There are so many targets to 
choose from, all boiling down 
totwo words: the others. They’re 
not like us. They steal our jobs. 
They don’t believe in our faith. 
They are un-American. They 
are not white or black, or any 
other shade we are. They don’t 
speak English. They don’t want 
the same things we do. They 

look different, or speak differ-
ently or dress differently. They 
threaten ‘our’ way of life. The 
generic ‘they’; encompassing 
whole groups of thousands of 
people.

I’m not naïve. I know that 
there are some individuals 
who do threaten our way of 
life with violence, ie, terror-
ists and criminals. The key 
word there is individuals. 
These people make a choice 
to let hatred rule their lives. 
Scapegoating others is a great 
way to absolve yourself from 
responsibility for your own 
failures. Also, who needs to 
spend their lives working to 
solve a scientifi c problem or 
fi nd a cure for a disease or 
helping others, perhaps in ob-
scurity, for years, when you 
can become ‘famous’ with one 
horrible act. Hate can be a 
great motivator. 

We are a nation of immi-
grants. Our diversity is our 
strength. Those who want to 
‘take back’ America from the 

infl ux of new arrivals with 
their diverse cultures, lan-
guages, and beliefs are vic-
tims of selective amnesia. 
We are America. We ALL 
are. How many of us are na-
tive Americans? The people 
who were the fi rst Americans 
were living here for millen-
nia before the European im-
migrants displaced (and com-
mitted genocide on) them. We 
are all children or grandchil-
dren or great grandchildren 
of immigrants. Have we for-
gotten how the Irish, Italians, 
Jews, Germans, were hated 
upon their arrival? The Chi-
nese were not even allowed to 
bring their wives and children 
over with them at fi rst. And 
of course, we have the huge 

group of involuntary immi-
grants, the hundreds of thou-
sands of slaves brought here 
against their will, whose de-
scendents are still struggling 
to fi nd a place in this country. 
Our parents and grandparents 
suffered because of this. Why 
can’t we learn and move on.   

And yet, xenophobia is just 
too easy and tempting.

So, why am I writing this? 
Sometimes giving in to hate 
is the easy path. I am asking 
all of us to take the diffi cult 
road of resisting hate. Stand 
up for your neighbor. Speak 
out. Be courageous. We must 
not patronize those who sell 
hate or give it a platform. 
Boycott. Write letters. Keep 
vigilant watch in your com-
munity. There can be no com-
promise with hate, a little bit 
soon grows into a Holocaust. 
It affects all our lives and is a 
poison to both those who get it 
and those who give it.

WSZIO is out in the com-
munity much of the year 

engaging people directly 
through our events, assisting 
in other communitys’ events, 
and supporting grassroots 
activities. We have met many 
of you through our children’s 
activities both in Westchester 
Square and elsewhere.  We are 
reaching out to you now, ask-
ing you to reject hate in your 
lives and communities. Do it 
for you and your children. We 
need to embrace each other, 
because if we don’t all move 
forward together, we shall fall 
behind and fall to pieces.

And so, in this season of 
peace on earth and good will, 
let us remember who we are, 
our better selves. Let us know 
love, practice kindness, reach 
out to understand each other. 
And in the words of Ghandhi - 
“Be the change you wish to see 
in the world.” 

We wish you peace, love, 
happiness, and may your fond-
est dreams come true this 
coming year for you and those 
you love.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
It’s the season for giving 

and we understand and ap-
preciate many of our resi-
dents have a love for animals. 
We want to implore you to be 
responsible. Only feed them 
what they are capable of eat-
ing. Do not dump a pile of food 
in an area and walk away 
from it. The food habitually 
sits and lasts until the wee 
hours of the night where it be-
comes a buffet for... rats. This 
is when it becomes a concern. 
Rats multiply at an extremely 
uncontrollable rate. The best 
way to control it is to remove 
any and all food sources. 

Be considerate and a good 
neighbor. 

As Bronxites we know 
fi rst hand the feeling of hav-
ing ‘projects’ shoved into 
the community without 
the residents being prop-
erly informed or communi-
cated with. It’s a form of ‘you 
elected us and we know best’ 

syndrome. That is why I am 
so personally touched by the 
Dakota Access Pipeline Con-
troversy, whether it is sacred 
ground in North Dakota or in 
our sacred ground here in Al-
lerton. It is never acceptable 
to launch projects that effect 
the community without con-
sulting the community. 

We want to be there when 
we can for our neighbors in 
Morris Park as well as for our 
neighbors in Standing Rock. 
We want to do what we can, 
when we can. 

That is why I have decided 
to make time to join the fi ght 
in Standing Rock to speak out 
against this pipeline and the 
dangers it has to their drink-
ing water. 

Flint, MI and other coun-
ties in Pennsylvania already 
struggle with contaminated 
water. This is not about stop-
ping a pipeline but protecting 
our most valuable resource...
water. We have to guarantee 

that our water is clean and 
safe. If we can do that then we 
can build pipelines to easily 
transport oil. If it can not be 
transported responsibly and 
safely with 99.9% protection 
from leaks and spills... then it 
cannot be built. 

Imagine if we said you 
won a trip to a tropical island. 
Here is your plane ticket. But 
you should know this plane 
has a 25% chance of crashing. 
Would you take that chance? 
The percentage of a possible 
leak is too high. 

If you cannot make it to 
Standing Rock yourself but 
want to be apart of the sup-
port. You can help us create a 
team to travel to Dakota. We 
are ready to launch a Go Fund 

Me page to help send people to 
Standing Rock. (At the time of 
writing this there seems to be 
a break through in develop-
ment and we will be vigilante 
of the latest information and 
ready to travel if needed). 

Saturday, December 17 is 
Santa at the Sanz starting at 
11 a.m. Join us and take your 
photo with Santa along with 
other fun activities and sur-
prises. 

We are wrapping up our 
holiday lights collection and 
want to remind everyone to 
get your checks in immedi-
ately if you have not done so 
already. 

And a reminder to some 
merchants that this should 
not be a surprise and checks 
should be ready by Novem-
ber 1st next year. It is not fair 
to our volunteers to have to 
knock on your door two three 
times. And it is not fair that 
you rely on the other mer-
chants to foot the bill while 

you stay quiet in the back-
ground. 

If our community is not 
worth at least $9 a month then 
simply put you are not worth 
our residents business. 

Our upcoming missions 
include funding for storefront 
security cameras through-
out the corridor. A $40,000 
price tag. New decorative 
street lamps between Boston 
Road and Laconia Avenue. 
Street furniture installed. 
And Bronxwood Gardens re-
named and refurbished. 

For this and other up-
dates join our Facebook page 
Allerton International Mer-
chants Association and stay 
involved. Send questions or 
concerns to us at Allerton-
Merchants@gmail.com.

We wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. By the time this is pub-
lished our tree will be lit and 
we can’t wait to tell you all 
about it next week. 

BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
The next general meeting 

of our association will be on 
Wednesday, December 21, at 
7:30 p.m.. Once again, this will 
be our Annual Holiday Party, 
and the welcoming in of the 
New Year.

 As in years past, we ae 
looking forward to spending 
quality time with our mem-

bers and neighbors, in a ca-
sual and festive setting. We 
are not scheduling any guest 
speakers, and if any business 
is discussed, it will be kept to 
a bare minimum. 

The meeting’s end time 
will also be extended in order 
for us to enjoy the food, bever-
ages, music, and conversation 
later into the evening. 

Our Event Committee 
chairwoman Angela Ryan has 
begun assembling both an at-
tendance list, and the menu 

items needed for that evenin’s 
festivities. If you plan on at-
tending please contact Angela 
at the number listed below so 
that we have a more accurate 
headcount. More details re-
garding the event will be pro-
vided in these articles in the 
near future, so be sure to stay 
informed. 

The meeting will be held at 

the Villa Maria Academy Caf-
eteria, which is located at 3335 
Country Club Road.

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx, NY 10465, and via 
telephone at (718) 823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; 
your home extends beyond 
your property line!”

FOR ADVERTISING RATES & INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. 
Ft. Lot Looking Over The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 
Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living 
And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. Garage And 
Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heat-
ing And Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. 
Hardwood Floors With Dark Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part 
Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio Doors And Windows. 
The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99

Khakis
and

Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Morris Park Avenue.  1390 Sq. Ft. Whitebox, perfect for Offi ce or Medical.
Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time 
of service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. 

Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Cleaning Completed By 1/15/16
Promo Code: 25NP

$25 OFF
ANY CLEANING SERVICE

FOR A CLEANER  HEALTHIER HOME™

1-800-STEEMER®  |   stanleysteemer.com

CARPET  •  TILE & GROUT  •  HARDWOOD  •  UPHOLSTERY  •  AREA RUG

In The Bleak 
Midwinter

Sunday, December 11, 2016, 4:00 p.m.
(doors open at 3:30 p.m.)

First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck
3075 Baisley Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461
This program is made possible with public funds from the

Bronx Council On The Arts, through the
New York State Council On The Arts Decentralization Program

• Parkchester Chorus Holiday Concert........................73

• Rapunzel ‘17 At Lehman College...............................73

• Do You Remember - General Fiorentino..................74

Saturday, December 17; 
Sunday, December 18: Family 
Art Project: Pine Scents And 
Sensations: Walk among the 
majestic, wonderfully scented 
and textured conifers at Wave 
Hill. Then create a winter-
wonderland display using live 
pine boughs . 

Saturday, December 17; 
Sunday, December 18: Holiday 
Shopping Weekend: The Shop 
at Wave Hill welcomes special 
in-store vendors RubyLu Con-
fections and Elena Rosenberg 
Knitware this weekend. 

Saturday, December 17: 
Garden & Conservatory High-
lights Walk: Join in for an 
hour-long tour of seasonal 
garden highlights. 

A 28-acre public garden 
and cultural center overlook-
ing the Hudson River  and Pal-
isades, Wave Hill’s mission is 

Upcoming Wave Hill events
to celebrate the artistry and 
legacy of its gardens and land-
scape, to preserve its mag-
nifi cent views, and to explore 
human connections to the nat-
ural world through programs 
in horticulture, education and 
the arts.

Open all year, Tuesday 
through Sunday and many 
major holidays: 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m..  Closes 5:30 p.m., March 
15 to October 31.

Admission is  $8 adults, $4 
students and seniors 65+, $2 
children 6–18. Free Saturday 
and Tuesday mornings until 
noon. Free to Wave Hill mem-
bers and children under 6.

Programs are free with ad-
mission to the grounds unless 
otherwise noted.

Visitors to Wave Hill can 
take advantage of Metro-
North’s one-day getaway offer. 

Purchase a discount round-
trip rail far and discount ad-
mission to the gardens. 

Located only 30 minutes 
from midtown Manhattan, 
Wave Hill’s free shuttle van 
transports you to and from our 
front gate and Metro-North’s 
Riverdale station, as well as 
the W. 242nd Street stop on the 
#1 subway line. 

Limited onsite parking is 
available for $8 per vehicle. 
Free offsite parking is avail-
able nearby with continuous, 
complimentary shuttle ser-
vice to and from the offsite lot 
and our front gate. 

Complete directions and 
shuttle bus schedule at www.
wavehill.org/visit/.

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For more 
information call  (718) 549-
3200 ext. 232

Wave Hill Family Art Project Pine Scents and sensations.
                    Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY

3pm - 6pm
YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 12/31/2016

Parkchester Chorus invites 
the community to attend their 77th 
annual winter holiday concert on 
Sunday, December 11 at 4 p.m. 
at the First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck, 3075 Baisley Av-
enue. 

Members come from all over 
the New York neighborhood and 
include Manhattan and Co-op 
City.  As tradition has established, 
the winter holiday concert is per-
formed at no charge although a 
free-will offering is encouraged 
and gratefully accepted.  

This year’s program is en-
titled “In the Bleak Midwinter”.  It 
is a homage to “The Messiah” 
by George Frideric Handel.  Ad-
ditional program offerings are 

penned by Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart, Gustav Holst, Leonard 
Bernstein and others.  Also on the 
program, is “Christmas is Com-
ing” (a Festive Cantata) by Elie 
Siegmeister and Rufus Wheeler.  
Narrated by Dave Lazaar, soloists 
include Joseph Zamplione, Eliza-
beth Aquino, Christian Aquino, as 
well as other chorus members.  
Proudly, all soloists are chorus 
members.

Parkchester Chorus is cele-
brating its second winter holiday 
concert with director Miles Fellen-
berg, and welcomes Ava Nazar 
as their pianist.  This is a “not to 
be missed” opening for your win-
ter holiday season.  Again, seat-
ing is on a fi rst come, fi rst served 

basis.  
If you are interested in join-

ing the Parkchester Chorus fam-
ily, the fi rst rehearsal of the new 
year is at 7:30 p.m., Monday, Jan-
uary 2, at First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck, 3075 Baisley Ave-
nue, or  write parkchesterchorus.
members@gmail.com, for more 
information.  The Parkchester 
Chorus  program is made pos-
sible with public funds from the 
Bronx Council on the Arts Decen-
tralization  Program. 

* * *
The Collaborative Musical 

Theatre Project at Lehman Col-
lege will present an original mu-
sical, Rapunzel ‘17, with a score 
by Prof. Penny Prince. An ear-

lier version of the play was pre-
sented at Lehman six years ago, 
but by popular demand, the story 
will be retold this May, with many 
new songs and plot twists.  Prof. 
Prince is seeking Lehman Col-
lege or Community singer/actors, 
dancers, and creative stage crew 
who will write the script together.

Auditions are by appointment 
on Wednesday, December 14, 5 
to 8 p.m. and Thursday, Decem-
ber 15, 3 to 7:30 p.m. in Room 306 
of the Music. Call (718) 960-7796 
or email Penny.Prince@lehman.
cuny.edu for more information 
and an appointment.

This new production of Ra-
punzel will take a fresh look at the 
classic German fairy tale by the 

Parkchester Chorus holiday concert; Rapunzel ‘17 at Lehman
Brothers Grimm. Prof. Prince is 
well known for her work in collab-
orative musical theatre produc-
tions and believes this method 
gives cast members a sense of 
empowerment and added respon-
sibility. This is her sixth musical 
production for the College. Previ-
ous productions include Sleeping 
Beauty, Rumpelstiltskin, Cinder-
ella, and When I Get to Where I 
Am Going.

A senior college of the City 
University of New York, Lehman 
is located at Goulden Avenue and 
Bedford Park Boulevard and is 
accessible by bus as well as the 
#4 and “D” subway lines. Free at-
tended parking is also available.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
The Silver Beach Post is 

holding a Pearl Harbor Remem-
berance  Ceremony at Veterans 
Park on Wednesday, December 
7 at 1:30 p.m. There will be com-
plimentary food at the Bronxo-
nia Yacht Club immediately fol-
lowing.

On Saturday, February 25, 
the WWl Re-enactors will be 
hosting a Swap Meet at the Post 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. These folk 
do re-enactments of drills, bat-

tles, formations  etc. of WWI. 
Come on out and maybe get a 
WWI Tin Hat Helmet or a set of 
Puttees. 

We are still collecting non-
perishable food stuffs for dona-
tion to a Church Soup Kitchen 
in the south Bronx. We are 
still collecting, eyeglasses, cell 
phones and serviceable  cloth-
ing, for the Vets and their fam-
ilies. Men’s Women’s and Chil-
dren all sizes. Don’t bring me 
ripped, stained or soiled items. 
Thanks. All items to be brought 

to the Ericson Place entrance. 
if no one answers, please leave 
items on the table inside the 
fence.

More Hollywood heroes: 
Mickey Spillane, fi ghter pilot 
USAAF and later an instructor; 
Neville Brand, Army, awarded 

Silver Star and Purple Heart; 
Norman Fell, Army Air Corps, 
tail gunner, Pacifi c Theater; 
Pat Hingle, Navy, Destroyer 
USS Marshall; Paul Newman, 
Navy rear gunner/radioman 
torpedo bombers off the USS 
Bunker Hill.

Trivia Time

Ford began his assembly 
line production with one car 
every 2 1/2 hours on December 
1, 1913.

On the same date in 1955, 
Rosa Parks did not give up her 

seat in Selma and started the 
bus boycott.

Napoleon became Emperor 
on December 2, 1804.

On the same date in 1859, 
John Brown was executed.

Prohibition was repealed 
December 5, 1933 (XXI amend-
ment. Some one was thinking!)

December 7 1941, A date that 
will live in infamy. The Japa-
nese attacked Pearl Harbor

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch and 
God bless.
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General Fiorentino, Brigadier 
General, Van Nest resident

General William Fiorentino was raised in Van Nest and attended local 
schools including P. S. 34, Cardinal Hayes High School and Fordham Uni-
versity.

REPRINTED FROM 2/23/2012

When William J. Fioren-
tino of Van Nest was attending 
P. S. 34 or Cardinal Hayes High 
School, his classmates would 
have no idea that he would one 
day be a Brigadier General.  He 
was just one of the guys.  

His grandparents, Anthony 
and Euphemia Fiorentino,  im-
migrated from the small town 
of Giovinazzo on the Adriatic 
coast of southern Italy just a 
little over eleven miles west 
northwest of Bari and set-
tled in the Bronx where they 
raised their 10 children.  

One of those children, 
Dominic, became a priest and 
founded St. Dominic’s Church 
at Unionport Road and Mor-
ris Park Avenue which was 
formally opened as a National 
Italian Parish on August 25, 
1926. He had begun studying 
for the priesthood while still 
a young boy in Italy and clung 
tight to his vocation.  

Another son, William, be-
came a lawyer and raised his 
family at 1842 Hunt Avenue.  
It was his son, William, born 

January 2, 1935, who would 
graduate from P.S. 34, Cardi-
nal Hayes High School, and 
Fordham University with a 
degree in physics. He joined 
the U. S. Army in 1956 and 
rose through the ranks to 
Brigadier General.  

Along the way, he garnered 
quite a few plaudits including 
being inducted into the Ord-
nance Corps Hall of Fame in 
1993.

Among his important as-
signments were:  heading up 
the Pershing Project Offi ce; 
Project Manager of the Joint 
Tactical Missile System; Dep-
uty Program Manager of that 
same system; Deputy Program 
Manager of Ballistic Missile 
Defense; Director of the Army 
Space Study; and Program 
Manager and Program Execu-
tive Offi cer of the Forward Air 

Defense Systems.
His name can also be found 

on a plaque at Dealy Hall on 
the Rose Hill campus of Ford-
ham University where he is 
honored for heading up the 
Star Wars Project offi cially 
known as the Pershing Proj-
ect.   It was the fi rst time that 
a material command unit was 
presented with the Army Su-
perior Unit Award.

The General, by the way, 
also holds a Master of Science 
Degree in Engineering from 
the University of Alabama.  

He retired in 1988 but is 
still active in Army affairs and 
also serves as the president of 
the board of directors of Red-
stone Village, a retirement vil-
lage for Army veterans.  

He lives in Madison, Ala-
bama where he owns and oper-
ates Steelstables with his wife, 

Judith. He still holds a special 
place in the hearts of those in 

the Van Nest community where 
he was raised and nurtured.  
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TOM ALLON

The life and death of a once-great newspaper

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Okay, I did it. I actu-
ally gave my head a pitying 
shake when a friend told me 
she had just discovered a fan-
tastic restaurant in Jackson 
Heights that sells the giant 
Indian crepes called dosas.

“It’s so great!” she said. 
“It’s called — ”

“ Dosa Delight ,” I inter-
rupted, as condescending 
as if she’d just discovered a 
great fast food restaurant 
called “McDonald’s.” 

But food pride goeth be-
fore a food fall. Just a day 
later I found myself speaking 
with Katie Sutton, of the food 
trend-watching company 
(yes, there are such things) 
Food and Drink Resources. 
I’d read some of its predic-
tions — egg pizza from Geor-
gia (the country), Japanese 
cuisine by way of Peru, and 
even fried Brussels sprouts 
— in an industry newsletter 
called Restaurant Hospital-
ity. Could these eats truly be 
coming our way? 

Turns out they’re already 
here — and I’m one of the last 
to know. 

But possibly, so are you.  
For instance, Katie said, 

both coasts are currently 

obsessed by Poke, and it isn’t a 
virtual reality game on your 
phone. It’s a Hawaiian dish con-
sisting of cubes of raw fi sh mari-
nated in sauce and served in a 
bowl, sometimes with rice. 

There are already several 
poke (poh-kay) shops in our city, 
some so popular that long lines 
form at lunchtime. Having once 
been absolutely positive that su-
shi was going to prove a fl ash 
in the pan (or, more accurately, 
a fl ash in the plate, since it’s 
raw), I feel reluctant to predict 
a quick demise for this new fad. 
But really, how many Hawaiian 
creations have made it to the big 
time and stayed there? Besides 
Obama, I mean.  

For now, though, poke is so 
ubiquitous that New York eater-
ies are already cross-pollinating 
it with other popular foods, lead-
ing to items like the poke bur-
rito. Meantime, the “p horrito ” 
is another rising star. That’s 
a burrito fi lled with Vietnam-
ese pho, a soup of braised meat, 
herbs, and noodles. All of which 
leads me to my Food Theory No. 
1: Wrap a burrito around any-
thing that’s already delicious 
and it will be a hit. 

Theory No. 2 is: The glop-
pier the better, which is why 

Food trends I almost missed

we’re talking about eating a 
wrap fi lled with soup. But you 
can also see this trend with egg 
sandwiches. Katie pointed to a 
West Coast restaurant called 
Eggslut, famous for the runniest 
eggs around. 

Another big trend she’s see-
ing is fruit soups.

“It’s like taking a smoothie 
and dumping it into a bowl and 
putting chunks of fruit into it,” 
she said. 

So here’s my Food Theory 
No. 3: Anything chunked and 
put into a bowl is going to be a 
hit. 

One particular ingredient 

fi nding its way into these soups 
is  dragon fruit , which I’ve seen 
at Asian fruit stands for years 
but have always been too un-
nerved to try. They’re pink and 
green and look straight out of 
Dr. Seuss. But to catch up with 
the trends, I fi nally got two in 
Flushing, sliced them open and: 
Total shock! One was white in-
side with poppyseed-like seeds, 
but the other was ruby red, 
same seeds. So gorgeous!

And so incredibly bland! 
Yecch. They tasted like giant 
kiwis, minus the fl avor. And 
the fact that they cost about 
$5 apiece just makes me won-
der how popular this fruit can 
ever be. But I’m the gal who bet 
against sushi, so let’s move on.

Another counter-intuitive 
trend is dark food on dark plates. 
After what feels like a century of 
ever lighter cuisine, Katie says 
the trend has gone 180. Char-
ring, once known as “overdone,” 
“burnt,” or “ruined” in my fam-
ily, is now one of the two hippest 
methods for preparing vegeta-
bles. (The other is deep frying.) 
Katie says she has started char-
ring her salad greens on the 
grill, which I could understand 
if they got kind of pleasantly 
caramelized. But I tried charred 

broccoli recently, and sim-
ply cannot understand why 
my own, equally unhip 
method of broccoli prep — 
steaming till it is bendably 
soft and slightly gray — lost 
out. Douse really soft broc-
coli in melted butter and I 
say yum.

I say that when you douse 
almost anything in melted 
butter. (I’m convinced that 
why lobster made it big: The 
shameless butter-dipping it 
made chic.)

And speaking of dip-
ping, the last food trend 
we’ve got time for today is 
deconstructed ramen called 
 tsukemen . The noodles are 
separate from the broth. You 
dip them in and slurp them 
down.  Slurping, glopping, 
chunking and wrapping are 
clearly the order of the day, 
so here’s Food Theory No. 4: 
Any obscure cuisine that we 
haven’t discovered yet will 
burst onto the scene in 2018.

And in 2019, it will be 
wrapped in a burrito.

Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids, 
and a contributor at Rea-
son.com. 

Out of the depths of a 
scary stock market 
crash in 1987 emerged 

a salmon-colored weekly news-
paper, The New York Observer, 
that animated and chronicled 
New York’s halls of power for al-
most three decades until its sad 
death last month.

It would probably be un-
fair to say that the Observer is 
the fi rst media casualty of the 
Trump era, but you wouldn’t be 
that far off — the print edition of 
The Observer, owned by Presi-
dent-elect Trump’s son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner, was shut down 
the same week as the stunning 
presidential victory.

I have marveled at the small 
but infl uential newspaper’s 
arc for the last 30 years from a 
unique vantage point — fi rst 
as an editorial competitor, then 
as someone who The Observer 
tried to hire, then as a pub-
lishing competitor and also as 
someone who bid to buy it in 
2006 when Kushner bested my 
company’s offer by quite a few 
million dollars.

The Observer’s death has 
not received nearly enough ink 
(or pixels) this past month. The 
weekly had outsize infl uence 

despite its limited circulation 
of 50,000: elected leaders, Wall 
Street titans, media moguls, 
East Side socialites, and others 
who were part of the Manhattan 
elite cared deeply about its con-
tents each week. 

An all-star team of media tal-
ent graced its staff box over the 
years: Graydon Carter (Vanity 
Fair), Susan Morrison (The New 
Yorker) and the late great tweedy 
editor Peter Kaplan steered The 
Observer thru the thicket of BS 
and self-importance that litters 
the streets of Manhattan. 

The gossipy weekly also 
boasted an impressive stream 
of columnists including: Can-
dace Bushnell (Sex and the 
City), Jack Newfi eld, Joe Co-
nason, Terry Golway, Michael 
Thomas, Jim Ledbetter, and 
Michael Tomasky. These smart 
and punchy pundits made the 
weekly a must-read for more 
than two decades and each of 
them eventually moved on to 
make their mark in larger me-
dia ponds.

I recall my fi rst visit to the 
Observer’s cramped offi ces in 
an East 60s brownstone in 1990. 
The founding editors, John Si-
cher and Ken Paul, two of the 

most serious and ethical jour-
nalists I’ve met, wanted to see 
if I’d like to join the staff as 
a weekly media columnist, a 
dream job that to this day I la-
ment turning down. A few years 
later, when I had crossed over to 
the business side of publishing, 
founding owner Arthur Carter 
offered me the publisher role 
and once again, I demurred be-
cause I thought that this media 
gem could perish any day.

Arthur Carter was a fasci-
nating New York personality 
who is the last of a dying breed: 
a multimillionaire who was 
willing to fi nance great journal-
ism at his own expense. The Ob-
server was rumored to be losing 
at least $2 million a year and yet, 
Carter kept on feeding his jour-
nalism machine so that it could 
produce some of the best stories 
by some of the best journalists 
in the hyper-competitive media 
capital of the world.

Someone once said to me 
that The Observer was “Arthur 
Carter’s gift to New York,” and 
that sounds right because he 
lost more than $40 million dur-
ing a 20-year period in his quest 
to ensure that his weekly was a 
key player in the New York me-

dia landscape. 
But even mega millionaires 

have their limit: in 2006, Arthur 
Carter sought a buyer for The 
Observer and after I tried to pry 
this media gem loose for about 
$1 million, another, much more 
deep-pocketed buyer emerged: 
a 25-year-old man, Jared Kush-
ner, from a New Jersey family 
that had recently suffered some 
legal problems. It was a perfect 
fi t: a money-losing media prop-
erty in search of a savior and a 
wealthy real estate family seek-
ing to make a splash in Manhat-
tan.

The last decade of The Ob-
server coincided with the most 
turbulent period ever for media. 
The print publication repeatedly 
morphed into different formats 
(broadsheet to tabloid, pink to 
white) and its website became 
a more national platform for 
real estate, politics, technology, 
and society coverage. Until last 
month, the print publication 
hung on for dear life as dailies 
around the country bled red ink 
and shrank their newsrooms. 

And on Nov. 11, three days 
after the owner’s father-in-law 
became the leader of the free 
world, came the inevitable news: 

The New York Observer would 
become a digital-only publica-
tion

As the publisher of a weekly 
magazine about New York poli-
tics (and a columnist for a chain 
of weeklies in the boroughs), I 
am still a big fan of print jour-
nalism. There’s nothing like 
curling up with a newspaper or 
magazine and reading some of 
your favorite writers.

Unfortunately, the once great 
New York Observer will no lon-
ger land in my mailbox every 
Thursday. 

NYO (1987–2016), RIP.
Allon, president of City & 

State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.
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Winter  
Health & Wellness Fair 

Monday, December 12th, 2016 
5:30pm-8:30pm 

Bronx House 
990 Pelham Parkway South  

Bronx, New York 10461 

 Featuring: 
For More Information: (718) 409-0109 

 

Toy Drive Locations and DatesToy Drive Locations and Dates
 

- P.S 811x
Academy for Career & Living Skills
1434 Longfellow Avenue, 10459

718-589-3060
Miriam Luciano

December 20th, 2016 @ 9:30am
 

- NY Institute for the Blind
999 Pelham Parkway N., 10469

718-519-7000
Kim Benedetto

December 19th, 2016 @ 10:30am
 

- St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf
1000 Hutchinson Parkway, 10465

718-828-9000
Christine Needham

December 22nd, 2016 @10:00am
 

For more information contact: Lilyanna Pekic (718)655-5000
 

www.bxtimes.com



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, DECEMBER 9-15, 2016 79  BTR

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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a 50% deposit and the lights were in-
stalled on Morris Park Avenue and 
Williamsbridge Road by Sunday, De-
cember 4, said Signorile. 

Senator Jeff Klein and Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto joined Gjonaj 
in making substantial donations for 
the lights. Gjonaj held a press confer-
ence to announce the news on Monday, 
December 5. 

Benedetto gave Gjonaj much of the 
credit for jumpstarting the drive after 
it looked like the lights might fall by 
the wayside. 

“Let’s give credit where credit is 
due here,” said Benedetto of Gjonaj’s 
efforts, adding “This is a special sea-
son; we have lights in Westchester 
Square and Throggs Neck, so why not 
in Morris Park?” 

Benedetto said that he hoped that 
the Morris Park Business Improve-
ment District would be formed by 
next year so it would take over the 
lights, which is something that BIDs 
typically do in other commercial cor-
ridors. 

The MPCA, comprised primarily 
of community residents, accepted the 
task of collecting the holiday lights 
money because there is no business as-
sociation in Morris Park, said Signo-
rile. 

The MPCA has been in charge of 
the holiday lights effort for about 15 

years, he said. 
In addition to Gjonaj and Benedet-

to’s support, Klein was able to make a 
contribution to the light effort. 

MPCA, elected offi cials secure holiday lights for Morris Park

“I’m proud that my contribution 
kept the business corridor merry and 
bright,” said the senator. 

Signorile seemed jubilant about 

the resurrection of the holiday 
lights. 

“Santa Claus came to the commu-
nity,” he said. “We got the lights.”

(l-r) Raphael Schweizer, Miguel Sang, Sr. Donna Fledge, Janice Walcott, Grace Lovaglio, Nancy Dawson, Camille Bogle-Knight and Wilma 
Robertson lent their support for Keith Walton during his hearing. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj gathered with local business leaders and MPCA members on Monday, December 5 to announce a newly invigo-
rated holiday lights drive in Morris Park. Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Gjonaj

Schweizer specifi cally pointed to 
the release of the explicit details sur-
rounding the alleged abuse.

He called the release an attempt at 
“character assassination.”

Eight people showed up to the hear-
ing in support of Walton. 

Schweizer is hoping with more time 
to prepare for Walton’s trial, which be-
gins on Wednesday, December 14, there 
will be more people in attendance to 
support Walton.

Prior to the alleged incident, Wal-
ton was praised for his work in the 
community.

“In my opinion he was the best com-
manding offi cer the 49th Precinct has 
ever had,” said Schweizer. “What he 
did was unprecedented as far as com-
munity outreach.”

Walton was also a topic at the lat-
est 49th Precinct community council 
meeting.

“We have a little bit of an ele-
phant in the room,” said Joe Thomp-
son, president of the 49th Precinct 
Community Council, during the 
meeting. “I can tell you this - deputy 
inspector Walton did a very good job 
in our community and we’re very 
pleased.”

Thompson told those in attendance 
at the Tuesday, November 29 meeting 
that the community has no knowl-
edge of current legal proceedings sur-
rounding Walton or Walton’s personal 
life.

First hearing for 49th CO; residents support Keith Walton 

However, he added, “We do know 
that he had innovative programs here 
and he did a great job for us.”

Thompson seemed to be uninter-
ested in dwelling on the subject as he 
asked those in attendance to refrain 
from speaking about Walton. 

He also said the community is mov-
ing ahead with the new commanding 
offi cer.

“All of us in our community are go-
ing forward with [Captain Alps],” said 
Thompson. 

The Bronx Times reached out to the 

district attorney’s offi ce following the 
hearing but a spokesperson declined 
comment.

Additionally, the Bronx Times 
reached out to Louis La Pietra, Wal-
ton’s defense attorney, but he did not 
respond to a request for comment.
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“They work and they work and they work and they 
work and we won a championship two weeks ago. 
We got out here today and we had a chance to 
close them out and just couldn’t do it.”
CJ O’NEIL   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

BY LAURA AMATO
A former Wings Academy 

basketball star is grounded 
for the rest of the year after 
suffering a season-ending in-
jury on Dec. 1. 

Hofstra junior Desure 
Buie – who got his hoops start 
in the Bronx – will miss the 
remainder of the season with 
a torn anterior cruciate liga-
ment and meniscus in his left 
leg.

Pride head coach Joe Mi-
halich announced the injury 
on Dec. 4. 

“We feel terrible for Desure 
and wish him the best in his 
recovery,” Mihalich said in 
a statement released by the 
team. “Desure was really 
starting to come into his own 
this season and his presence 
on the court will be missed.”

The injury occurred dur-
ing the fi rst half of Hofstra’s 
game at Columbia. He played 
just fi ve minutes in the non-
conference matchup. 

Buie saw action in eight 
games for the Pride this sea-
son, averaging just over 15 
minutes per outing. The six-
foot guard had 22 total points 
to his name during the early-
season games, but ranked 
second on the team in assists 
with 17. 

Buie – who led Wings to 
a PSAL and State Federa-
tion championship in 2015 
– played in 34 games off the 
bench for Hofstra during his 
freshman season, averaging 
three points and 1.4 assists. 

Buie won’t be able to help 
his team on the court for the 
rest of the year, as Hofstra 
looks to make a run at a CAA 
title, but Mihalich is cer-
tain the sophomore will still 
be able to contribute on the 
bench. 

“We know he will be an im-
portant vocal leader from the 
bench for the remainder of 
this year as he recovers and 
prepares for the 2017-18 cam-
paign,” Mihalich said. 

Hofstra heads to Brooklyn 
on Dec. 11 for a nationally-
broadcast matchup against 
Kentucky at Barclays Cen-
ter, part of the 2016 Brooklyn 
Hoops Winter Festival. 

Buie sidelined 
after season-
ending injury

BY LAURA AMATO
It was perfect. 
The Lehman football team 

couldn’t come up with another 
word for it. In fact, the Lions 
couldn’t come up with many 
words. They were far too busy 
yelling. 

No. 3 Lehman defeated bor-
ough rival Truman 30-0 on 
Dec. 3, clinching the PSAL 
bowl championship at MCU 
Park, a victory that was noth-
ing short of perfect from ev-
ery angle. 

“It just was all about the 
teamwork,” said senior run-
ning back Carlos Soto, who 
racked up four touchdowns in 
the win. “Practice this week 
was great, everything was 
great and we just balled out.”

Lehman handed top-
seeded Truman its only regu-
lar season loss of the season 
on Nov. 5, but the Lions felt 
as if their overtime semifi nal 
victory over McKee/Staten Is-
land Tech prepped them for a 

run at a title. 
“Last week was a nail biter 

and then this week, with all 
our preparation, we got to 
see them one time,” Lehman 
coach Christopher Ditullio 
said. “So the second time we 
got to gameplan against what 
they were going to do to us. It 
all has to do with the kids.”

Lehman got on the board 
late in the fi rst quarter as 
Danny Sanchez connected 
with Richard Martinez on 
a four-yard strike after a 
blocked Truman punt and, 
from there on out, it was all 
Lions. 

“We had no doubt,” Mar-
tinez said. “We said we were 
going to keep pushing the 
ball and if somebody made 
a mistake we were just go-
ing to push each other. It was 
just about getting to the next 
level.”

Soto took control of the 
ground game in the second 
quarter – pushing into the end 

zone from one yard out for his 
fi rst touchdown of the night. 

He was a force to be reck-
oned with throughout the 
game, racking up 109 yards 
on 13 carries, and his 53-yard 
touchdown dash on the fi rst 
play of the fourth quarter all 
but wrapped up the victory. 

“I was just seeing green 
grass,” Soto said. “My line-
men were opening up great 
holes. And it was just nothing 
but grass and grass and the 
end zone.”

Soto’s night was certainly 
impressive, but Lehman’s de-
fensive effort was in complete 
shutdown mode from the open-
ing whistle. The Lions forced 
four turnovers – including a 
pair of recoveries by Marti-
nez. His fumble recovery with 
just over seven minutes left in 
regulation gave Lehman the 
chance to, effectively, run out 
the ball and left the Mustangs 
searching for answers in the 
sidelines. 

“That [recovery] ended the 
game right there for us,” said 
Martinez, who also notched 
a third-quarter interception. 
“All we told each other was 
what our coach told us to say. 
Look at the scoreboard. That’s 
it right there.”

Lehman came up short 
against Truman in the post-
season last year, but as the 
Lions walked off the fi eld 
with smiles plastered on their 
faces, that game felt like a dis-
tant memory. This was a reju-
venated squad, determined to 
rebuild the program and set 
a brand-new standard for fu-
ture teams. 

This one was perfect, but 
Lehman’s not done yet. 

“You can see it all in the 
effort the kids are fi ghting 
with,” Ditullio said. “This 
year it was, ‘yeah, we’re going 
to win this game.’ There was a 
lot of confi dence. Winners are 
going to win and that’s what 
the kids are going to do.”

Lehman football players celebrate in their locker room after defeating Truman 30-0 in the PSAL bowl conference fi nals at MCU Park on Dec. 3. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

PRIDE OF THE BRONXPRIDE OF THE BRONX

LEHMAN LIONS CRUISE TO PSAL
CHAMPIONSHIP WIN OVER TRUMAN
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BY LAURA AMATO
Cardinal Hayes football coach CJ 

O’Neil stood in front of his team and 
told them just one thing – he was proud 
of them. 

The Cardinals came up just short of 
their state championship aspirations on 
Dec. 4, falling 50-44 to Canisius in the 
CHSAA fi nal at Fordham University. 

Hayes gave up the game-winning 
touchdown with 17 seconds left, after the 
squad was whistled for offsides to keep 
the Canisius drive alive the play before. 
It was a heartbreaking end to an other-
wise historic season for the team, which 
clinched the program’s fi rst ‘AAA’ title 
last month. 

“They’re Hayesmen,” O’Neil said. 
“They work and they work and they 
work and they work and we won a cham-
pionship two weeks ago. We got out here 
today and we had a chance to close them 
out and just couldn’t do it.”

It was a back-and-forth affair all 
game as both team’s offenses went 
punch-for-punch on each snap with 
Hayes and Canisius each notching big-
time plays throughout the afternoon. 

Lucas Nunez thought he made the 
biggest play of the day, however, with 
just under nine minutes left when he 
blocked and recovered a Canisius fi eld 
goal attempt. 

“We just knew that the kicker 
had a really good leg,” said Nunez, 
who also hauled in six receptions 

for 152 yards. “I just tried to block 
it and focused on scooping it up.”
The play set up Hayes on the Canisius 
34 yard line and, three plays later, Car-
dinals quarterback Christian Ander-
son connected with Elijah Jones for a 
31-yard touchdown strike, giving Hayes 
a 44-42 lead with 7:49 left. It was the 
team’s fi rst lead of the title tilt. 

“We keep fi ghting. That’s our team,” 
said Anderson, who threw for 380 

yards and three touchdowns. “We fi ght 
through adversity and we continue to 
play on.”

Hayes’ defense held strong on the 
Crusaders next drive, forcing Canisius’ 
fi rst punt of the afternoon. The Cardi-
nals looked like they were going to be 
able to wrap up the game, but Anderson 
was picked off by Cole Burniston in the 
end zone on 2nd and 2 after the senior 
scrambled in the backfi eld to keep the 

play alive. 
“That was big,” Canisius coach Rich 

Robbins said. “We got a good turnover 
and then we gave them right back to 
them. It was that kind of game.”

The turnover gave Canisius second 
life and the Crusaders didn’t waste the 
opportunity, marching down the fi eld to 
set up a 39-yard fi eld goal attempt with 
17 seconds left. Hayes was whistled for 
offsides, however, giving Canisius an 
automatic fi rst down and, on the very 
next snap, Jayce Johnson connected 
with Zeke Margaritis for the game-win-
ning touchdown. 

The play left Hayes stunned on 
the sidelines and despite two more 
chances downfi eld, the Cardinals sea-
son ended in disappointing fashion. 
“It’s really tough, but it was a great sea-
son,” said Anderson, who fi nished the 
year second in single-season passing 
yards. “It was a tough loss today, but I’m 
so proud of my team.”

Hayes returns a good chunk of its 
starting lineup next year – particularly 
on the offensive side of the ball – and 
this season only serves as fuel for the 
metaphorical fi re. The Cardinals know 
what they can do and they’re certain, 
next year, they’ll be back. 

“I couldn’t be prouder of them,” 
O’Neil said. “They’ve changed the land-
scape of New York City football and 
we’re just going to keep going. That’s 
the plan.”

Hayes comes up short in state championship shootout

Cardinal Hayes players were left stunned on the sidelines after giving up a fi nal-second 
touchdown in the CHSAA state chamionship, falling 50-44 to Canisius at Fordham University 
on Dec. 4. Photo by Robert Cole

 The New York Yankees today an-
nounced that they will honor Derek 
Jeter during a pregame ceremony 
with the retirement of his No. 2 uni-
form number and the unveiling of his 
Monument Park plaque on Mother’s 
Day, Sunday, May 14, 2017.

 Jeter will become the 22nd player 
in franchise history to have his num-
ber retired and fi rst since teammates 
Bernie Williams, Jorge Posada and 
Andy Pettitte had their numbers re-
tired during the 2015 season. His No. 2 
will be the 21st number retired by the 
Yankees as No. 8 was retired for both 
Yogi Berra and Bill Dickey on Old-
Timers’ Day in 1972.

 The Kalamazoo, Mich. native 
played his franchise-record 20th and 
fi nal season with the Yankees in 2014, 
retiring with a personal career win-
ning percentage of .593 (1,628-1,117-
2) and fi ve World Series champion-
ships (1996, 1998-2000, ’09). A 14-time 
American League All-Star, Jeter is 
sixth in baseball history with 3,465 
career hits and tops the Yankees’ all-
time list in hits, games played (2,747), 
doubles (544), stolen bases (358), at-
bats (11,195), singles (2,595) and hit-by-
pitches (170). He recorded eight sea-

sons with at least 200 hits and is one of 
two players in franchise history along 
with Lou Gehrig (eight) with as many 
as four. Jeter capped his farewell sea-
son with a dramatic “walk-off” RBI-
single against Baltimore in his fi nal 
career game at Yankee Stadium and 
another RBI-single in his fi nal career 
at-bat three days later at Boston’s Fen-
way Park.

 Please note that tickets for this 
game are not yet available for sale on 
an individual-game basis. Currently, 
they are available as part of full-sea-
son ticket plans as well as a num-
ber of partial-season ticket plans. 
For complete season-ticket informa-
tion, please visit www.yankees.com 
or www.yankeesbeisbol.com, contact 
the Season Ticket Sales and Service 
Department via e-mail at seasontick-
ets@yankees.com or call (212) YAN-
KEES [212-926-5337].

New York Yankees to honor Derek Jeter
with number retirement and Monument 

Park plaque on Sunday, May 14
THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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BY LAURA AMATO
It all started months ago – in the 

weight room and the gym and the col-
lective minds eye of the Lehman foot-
ball team. 

And it all came to a head on Dec. 3 as 
the Lions offense showcased just what 
it was capable of, cruising to a 30-0 vic-
tory over Truman in the PSAL bowl 
championship at MCU Park. 

But while the Lehman stars racked 
up the yardage, it was the guys up 
front – the linemen in the metaphori-
cal trenches – that were the building 
blocks of the victory. 

“We knew we were going to be 
good up front,” said Lions coach 
Christopher Ditullio. “It just had 
to do if we were able to run the 
football and protect the football.”
Lehman did more than just run the 
football – the Lions racked up 275 yards 
of offense as the front line consistently 
held its blocks and kept Truman’s de-
fensive standouts from doing much of 
anything throughout the champion-
ship tilt. 

“Our left side is amazing,” Ditul-
lio said. You want to talk about our 
center, left guard and left tackle. They 
were absolutely fantastic tonight.”
Lehman saw a handful of players take 
a handoff out of the backfi eld, but no 
one was more successful on the ground 
than senior running back Carlos Soto. 

His four-touchdown performance was a 
highpoint in a series of bright spots for 
the Lions, but despite his jam-packed 
stat sheet, Soto was quick to point out 
that it was a group effort. 

“We worked hard all week, all year, 
out in the weight room,” Soto said. “And 
it just can’t any better than this. It’s an 
absolutely great feeling.”

It wasn’t always easy – although the 
fi nal score might suggest otherwise – 
and Lehman actually punted on its fi rst 
possession of the second half, losing 
one yard on the ground before Danny 
Sanchez tossed a pair of incompletions. 

The Lions regrouped, however, refo-
cusing their energy and their determi-
nation to hold their blocks and Soto re-

sponded with a six-yard touchdown run 
on Lehman’s next drive. 

“We came into it starting off kind 
of slow,” senior Richard Martinez said. 
“But we talked and we said we had to 
keep going and keep fi ghting. We got 
back into it and that’s all it was.”

In the fi nal 20 minutes of the game, 
Lehman notched just two plays for a 
loss and, in addition to the squad’ dom-
inant run attack, Sanchez also racked 
up 82 passing yards for the Lions. 

It was a one-two punch of offensive 
effort that left Lehman practically 
bursting with championship-confi -
dence. 

“We didn’t have a single turnover,” 
Ditullio said. “When we were carrying 
momentum early in the second half, we 
could put it on our quarterback Danny 
Sanchez’s shoulders and he was able to 
continue. He completed passes and kept 
it going.”

The battle in the trenches was ex-
actly the kind of game Lehman was 
hoping to play, determined to execute 
its offensive gameplan against a famil-
iar foe. And, when it mattered most, 
that’s exactly what the Lions were able 
to do. 

Those early-season practices and 
hours spent in the gym were worth it. 

“[This win] means everything,” 
Soto. “A lot. Everything. I don’t know 
how to actually explain it right now.”

Lions roar in the trenches as o-line sets title tone

Lehman quarterback Danny Sanchez had plenty of time to read the Truman defense as his 
offensive line held their blocks and limited pressure in the PSAL bowl conference fi nal on 
Dec. 3. Photo by Robert Cole

Bronx House, 990 Pelham Parkway 
South, will be offering its annual Pre-
K Basketball program for children 
ages 3-5 years old. The program be-
gins Saturday, January 7, 2017 for 10 
consecutive Saturdays. Children ages 
3-4 will be grouped together on Satur-
days from 10 to 11 a.m. and 5 year olds 
will have their program from 11 a.m. 
to noon. Children will learn the basics 
of basketball, while having fun in a 
safe, nurturing and enjoyable environ-
ment. The program cost $132 for Bronx 
House members and $177 for the com-
munity plus a $50 registration fee. 

Bronx House will also be offering 
its annual youth basketball program 
for children in the 1st-6th grade. The 
soccer program begins Saturday, Jan-
uary 7, 2017 at noon for 10 consecutive 
Saturdays. Children in grades 1-6 will 

learn and enhance their soccer skills, 
while having fun through drills and 
team play.  The program cost $157 for 
Bronx House members and $217 for the 
community plus a $50 registration fee. 

Bronx House will be offering 
youth sports fencing program for 
children 1st-6th grade. The fenc-
ing program begins Saturday, Janu-
ary 7, 2017 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for 
10 Saturdays. Children in grades 1-6 
will learn the craft of fencing, while 
having fun through drills from our 
trained professionals. The program 
cost $157 for Bronx House members 
and $217 for the community plus a $50 
registration fee. 

For more information on any of 
these programs contact Fred Lopez 
at (718) 792-1800 ext.229 or at Fred@
BronxHouse.org

Sports programs 
offered at Bronx House

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

PARTIALS

Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

Reg. $1500
Now $1199

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1500
Now $1200

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$999

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  

$4500

EXPIRES 01/15/17

Call Now And Receive
Our Special
1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/this ad

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning 
are required before treatment

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
with this ad

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL EXAM

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
183 West 231 Street

Bronx, NY 10463
718-543-1123

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468
718-365-0990

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033
212-923-5555

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462
718-597-6314

Cohen’s Gentle Denta
100 Alcott Place

(Co-Op City)
Bronx NY 10475
718-585-4400

NEW
LOCATION

427 FORT WASHINGTON AVE
SUITE 1C, NY NY 10033

212-923-7644




