
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The New York City Council ap-

proved a plan to provide funding 
for rebuilding Lambert Houses. 

The funding and rezoning, 
passed the council unanimously 
on Tuesday, November 29, and 
will see Lambert Houses in West 
Farms completely reconstructed 
in phases from 2017 to 2029. 

The replacement of the cur-
rent buildings will increase the 
number of affordable apartments 
from 731 to 1,665, according to 
people familiar with the plan. 

The plan worked out between 

the de Blasio administration and 
Councilman Ritchie Torres will 
also include funding for the con-
struction of two new schools, a 
$12 million investment in streets 
for West Farms and a $300,000 
investment by Lambert Houses 
owner Phipps Houses in a pocket 
park, according to those with 
knowledge of the plan. 

A Uniform Land Use Review 
Procedure had to be undertaken 
to allow for greater density zon-
ing that will apply to the rebuilt 
Lambert Houses. 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The 250,000-square-foot ABC 

Carpet and Home warehouse, that 
opened 33 years ago as a discount 
warehouse for excess product, is 
being vacated.

Employees worked to pack up 
remaining inventory and other 
property for transfer earlier this 
week behind closed doors. 

Supervisors on hand declined 
to comment on the store’s closing. 

The fl agship location of the 
more than century-old ABC Car-
pet and Home furnishing com-
pany on Fifth Avenue in Manhat-
tan will remain open. 

A woman at the site who iden-
tifi ed herself as the human re-
sources manager confi rmed the 
building itself was owned by ABC, 
and that its fate was still being 
discussed. 

She directed all questions to 
company spokesperson Susan 
Perl at the Manhattan corporate 
offi ce. 

Calls to Perl for comment were 
not returned by press time.

The warehouse store at 1055 
Bronx River Avenue had devel-
oped a cult following for its quirky, 
labyrinth-like layout, customer 
service, in-store café and most of 
all, deep discounts on high-end 
Persian and Oriental rugs and 
one-of-a-kind furnishings shipped 
in from the Fifth Avenue fl agship 
location. 

Ownership announced it would 
close the facility for fi nancial rea-
sons earlier this year. 

Approximately 60 employees 
will be laid off.

Marlene Cintron of the Bronx 
Overall Economic Development 
Corporation said a buyer for the 
property has been found and is in 
the process of fi nalizing the deal. 

While not divulging the buyer 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 49th Precinct community 

welcomed its new commanding of-
fi cer at a recent meeting of its pre-
cinct council. 

Captain Thomas Alps, who was 
jettisoned into the job at the four-
nine 11 days ago, addressed a large 
group of local leaders at his fi rst 
49th Precinct Community Council 
meeting on Tuesday, November 29 
at the Morris Park Community As-
sociation. 

Separately, Alps answered ques-
tions from the Bronx Times Re-
porter on his police force experience 

and policing philosophy.  
The new commanding offi -

cer got his start with the NYPD in 
2000, working as a police offi cer in 
the 52nd Precinct before being pro-
moted fi ve years later to sergeant 
and going to work in Manhattan, he 
stated. 

Later, he returned to the borough 
at the 43rd Precinct as a lieutenant, 
and as the executive offi cer of the 
40th and 41st precincts. 

Key to his experience is his 
work in the NYPD Intelligence Di-
vision and Counter Terrorism Bu-
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Alps replaces disgraced 
former commander

A Good Scout’s Honor

NEW CAPTAIN
AT 49TH PCT.

Shuttered 
ABC Carpet 
leaves hole in 
Soundview

The Bronx Good Scouts Award Reception saluted a few exemplary commu-
nity leaders on Tuesday, November 22 at F&J Pine Restaurant. Anthony Aq-
uilino (c), Universal Towing owner, proudly accepted his award from Bronx 
Boy Scouts of America’s president Joseph Kelleher.        Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

NYC Council approves Lambert 
Houses rebuilding plan
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BENEFITS OF A RIDGEWOOD AFFORDABLE MORTGAGE

•  Up to 97% financing 
•  Discounted rates
•  No application fee

All programs for primary residence purchases only and are subject to credit  
approval. Must have minimum FICO score of 620. Terms and conditions apply.  
Subject to change without notice. 

Get sound advice and personal service from our professional mortgage consultants
who want to get you into a new home, and have the programs to help make it happen.

(866) RSB-4111  |  www.ridgewoodbank.com

UNLOCK THE DOOR TO  
YOUR NEW HOME
WITH OUR LOW DOWN PAYMENT
MORTGAGE OPTIONS

sional mortgage consultants
rograms to help make it happen.

YMENT

•  Our Affordable Mortgage Program is available to  

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A Bronx resident who ran 

in the Democratic primary for 
NYS assembly in 2014 and 2016 
pleaded guilty earlier this month 
to an election fraud charge.

Hector Ramirez, 61, pleaded 
guilty to second-degree Crimi-
nal Possession of a Forged In-
strument, a class D felony, in 
Bronx County Court Tuesday, 
November 22.  

As part of his conditional 
discharge, Ramirez agreed not 
to run for public offi ce for three 
years.

“The electoral process is an 
important part of any democ-
racy and any actions attempting 
to undermine its integrity must 
and will be prosecuted by this 
offi ce,” stated District Attorney 
Darcel Clark of the conviction in 
a prepared statement.

Ramirez was charged with 
going door-to-door deceiving po-
tential voters into signing absen-
tee ballot requests in connection 
with his 2014 campaign in the 
86th Assembly District, accord-
ing to the district attorney’s of-
fi ce.  

Ramirez and his campaign 
staffers took the completed ap-
plications to the Bronx Board of 
Elections. 

The absentee ballots were 
then submitted with a  Ramirez 
vote without the voter’s knowl-
edge, according to court docu-
ments.

Ramirez appeared to be the 
primary winner over his oppo-
nent Victor Pichardo before a re-
count was requested. 

Pichardo was later declared 
the winner by just a handful of 
votes. He later defeated his Re-
publican and Conservative chal-
lengers in the general election.

Ramirez challenged Assem-
blyman Pichardo again in the 
2016 Democratic primary, but 
received only a third of the votes 
that the incumbent garnered. 

District attorney’s of-
fi ce spokesperson Patrice 
O’Shaughnessy said the offi ce’s 
investigation centered exclu-
sively on the 2014 primary, not 
the 2016 primary. 

An aid to Ramirez, Ana Cue-
vas, 57, pleaded guilty to Disor-
derly Conduct, a misdemeanor.

Ramirez guilty in election fraud

Former NYS Assembly candidate Hector Ramirez (front, c) plead guilty to election fraud charges last week and will be 
barred from seeking offi ce for three years. File Photo
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Shuttered ABC Carpet warehouse 
leaves hole in Soundview

The ABC Carpets and Home warehouse on Bronx River Avenue has closed its doors for good. Em-
ployees are packing up remaining inventory as questions about the future of the massive building 
continue. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano

New captain at 49th Precinct; Alps
replaces disgraced former commander

Thomas Alps (c), 49th Precinct commanding offi cer, with members of the precinct’s anti-crime and 
fi eld Intelligence units, and its bicycle patrol. Photo courtesy of 49th Precinct Community Affairs Offi ce

reau, which he said began in 
2010 and lasted four and half 
years. 

“My philosophy has long 
been intelligence-based polic-
ing,” stated Alps. “So in lis-
tening to the community and 
their issues we will be able to 
not only address the issues 
they have but utilize their as-
sistance in solving crimes.”

Alps stated that his previ-
ous experience involved intel-
ligence-led policing, analyz-
ing crimes and complaints, 
intelligence reports, 9-1-1 
calls and soliciting informa-
tion from the community.

“With this experience I 
hope to deploy our resources 
and address the problems 
plaguing the community,” he 
stated. 

Alps said at the meeting 
that his top priorities are the 
people under his command 
and keeping them safe, but 
also said that the community 
is not second to this effort. 

He acknowledged the con-
sequences that policing has 

on lives at the council meet-
ing and stressed the impor-
tance and need for law en-
forcement. 

The new commanding 
offi cer stated that he had al-
ready met or was planning 
to meet with elected offi cials 
and community partners, 
including Jeremy Warneke, 
Community Board 11 district 
manager. 

“My overall message to 
them is that police are excep-
tional people that deserve to 
be honored and respected.  
My responsibility is to the 
support them and keep them 
safe by way of training and 
equipment, once they are safe 
and well equipped then can 
more effectively do their job 
professionally in keeping oth-
ers safe.” 

The 49th Precinct Coun-
cil president, Joe Thompson, 
said that he had meet with 
the captain. 

Alps is planning on uti-
lizing neighborhood coor-
dinating offi cers to gather 
intelligence in housing de-

velopments including East-
chester Gardens and Park-
side Houses among other 
areas, in the precinct where 
crime was concentrated and 
it appeared that this approach 
had worked. 

Both Thompson and the 
captain confi rmed this. 

“He is pretty much in-
formed as to where the 
tough spots are,” said 
Thompson of Alps. “He does 
want to make an impres-
sion in the housing develop-
ments (with) neighborhood 
policing.”

Thompson said Alps ap-
pears to have a friendly per-
sonality. 

At the meeting, the cap-
tain told the crowd that 
cops want to “be your hero” 
and to be liked.

The new commanding 
offi cer abruptly replaced 
the 49th Precinct’s last com-
manding offi cer, Deputy In-
spector Keith Walton. 

Walton is facing crimi-
nal charges and was re-
lieved of his command. 

from Page 1

she said, “The plan for the 
future purchaser is a plan 
that makes good business 
sense and is an opportu-
nity for Bronx residents 
to spend more time in that 
building.” 

“It will bring more jobs 
into the building than ABC 
had and probably generate 
more jobs outside the build-
ing because of the nature of 
the business.”

However, Cintron said 
the ABC warehouse would 
be missed.

“I don’t think Bronx res-
idents took advantage of the 
store as much as they could 
of and should of,” she said. 
“They were a great neigh-
borhood resident while they 
were there.”

Community Board 9 dis-
trict manager William Ri-
vera also lamented ABC’s 
closing, as well as the local 
jobs that would be lost along 
with it. 

He praised the compa-
ny’s cooperation in commu-
nity green projects and for 
the events they hosted on 
the premises.

“They were really good 
to the community,” Rivera 
said. “It’s always sad to 
see a community partner 
leave.”

Rivera said he heard ru-
mors about potential new 
owners for the building, but 
nothing was concrete. 

He was, however, em-
phatic in what he didn’t 
want to see built at the loca-
tion.

“I hope it’s not going to 
be another storage facility 
or hotel,” Rivera said. “We 
have enough of them.”

Rivera said the hotels 
built in the area are mostly 
of the short-stay, ‘hot sheet’ 
variety, which he said have 
not been good neighbors. 

A hotel is already 
planned for Wheeler Ave-
nue, not far from ABC Car-
pets, he said.

 “And storage facilities 
don’t add to the tax base 
and they don’t employ a 
lot of people in the com-
munity,” Rivera said.  “We 
want to see more health-
care, affordable housing 
and mixed use.”

Councilman Rafael Sal-
amanca said he also did not 
want another sketchy hotel 
in the location. 

Montefi ore Medical Cen-
ter is rumored to be inter-
ested in the property as a 
new satellite location. 

But Montefi ore spokes-
person Lara Markenson dis-
missed that idea outright.

“There is no truth to 
that rumor,” she stated in 
an email.

Prior to ABC’s tenure, 
the warehouse had been 
part of a large industrial 
zone, said Bronx County 
Historian Lloyd Ultan. He 
said he did not know off-
hand who the original ten-
ant of the building had 
been.

“That section near the 
Bronx River has been used 
for industrial purposes 
since the 1920s,” Ultan said.

The property is located 
in an area that could be af-
fected by tidal wetlands and 
special fl ood hazard areas, 
according to the NYC Build-
ings Department. 

Councilman Salamanca 
said that ABC Carpets man-
agement played a large role 
in the cleanup of the Bronx 
River shoreline behind the 
store, and said he wanted to 
keep that area public.

“I want to preserve that 
space and make sure the 
community has access to 
that waterfront space,” he 
said. 

A portion of the ware-
house was built over the 
Bronx River, and suffered a 
signifi cant amount of water 
and storm damage due to 
Superstorm Sandy in 2011, 

from Page 1



5
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 D
e

c
e

m
b

e
r

 4
, 2

0
1

6
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

MKT 16.188b

Sign
Me up!

HEALTH CARE 
FOR $0 or $20
Per Month.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 PER MONTH 
AND EXCITING NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!

CALL 1.855.809.4073
METROPLUS.ORG



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
There is a good chance that Morris 

Park Avenue will be without holiday 
lights this season. 

The Morris Park Community Asso-
ciation has pulled the plug on its efforts 
to collect funds for the annual Christmas 
lights that most years have straddled the 
local commercial corridor, according to 
sources on the MPCA board. 

The decision was made due to diffi -
culties MPCA has had in collecting from 
merchants, said the organization’s vice-
president Al D’Angelo. 

“This year, the MPCA board decided 
that they were not going to go around and 
collect money for the lights,” he said, add-
ing that the MPCA only stepped in to do 
this after the demise of the Morris Park 
Local Development Corporation and the 
Morris Park Alliance, two now-defunct 
business associations. 

When there is a shortfall of money for 
the holiday lights, the MPCA has had to 
make up the difference,” said D’Angelo, 
adding of the collection efforts: “We will 
help, but we don’t want to take on the 
whole burden ourselves.” 

Finding volunteers for the daytime col-
lection, said D’Angelo, is also diffi cult.

Some merchants refuse to pay because 
they claim the lights are not close enough 
to their store or that they are unable to 
afford the expense, after making earlier 
commitments. 

The lights typically run on Morris 
Park Avenue from White Plains Road to 
Williamsbridge Road, and on William-
bridge Road between Morris Park Avenue 
and Pelham Parkway, said D’Angelo. 

It takes 30 strands of lights to properly 
cover the area at a cost of around $17,000, 
he said. 

D’Angelo said that these issues high-
light why it is important for Morris Park 
to have its own business improvement 
district. 

The effort to form a Morris Park BID 
recently announced that it received ma-
jority support from landlords and mer-
chants for the creation of a district, but it 
is not yet operational and still faces legis-
lative hurdles. 

Normally, in a BID’s service area, a 
paid staff member would be responsible 
for promotions, including holiday lights, 
said D’Angelo. 

“One of the main reasons we are try-
ing to get a (Morris Park) BID started is 
that we can take care of these problems,” 
said Silvio Mazzella, MPCA board mem-
ber. 

Mazzella said that if there are no holi-
day lights this year, the community will 
miss them. 

Jeremy Warneke, Community Board 
11 district manager, also agreed that a 
business improvement district could be 
useful in situations similar to the holi-
day lights.
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Assemblyman Michael 
R. Benedetto will be spon-
soring an AARP Driver 
Safety course on Saturday, 
January 14, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.  

This course is a closed 
class with AARP. 

Space is limited.  Regis-
tration for this class begins 
on Monday, December 5,  at  

9:30 a.m.  
No reservations will be 

taken prior to that time!
To reserve a seat, call 

Assemblyman Benedetto’s 
offi ce at (718) 892-2235. 

This 6-hour course 
will refresh your driving 
knowledge with a review 
of time-tested safe driving 
tips.  Those who complete 

the course will receive a re-
duction of approximately 10 
percent from the base rate 
of automobile and motorcy-
cle liability premiums each 
year for three years.

The course will be held 
at the Fort Schuyler House, 
3077 Cross Bronx Express-
way.  

Benedetto sponsors AARP Driver program

MPCA not collecting for Christmas lights this year

Last year’s holiday lights on Morris Park Avenue. File photo
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Hopeton Care, a 24/7 licensed home care services 
agency approved by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health, provides quality home health 

aides, personal care aides, nursing and rehabilitative ser-
vices within the New York metro area. When you choose 
Hopeton Care, you are matched with a caregiver who is 
experienced with your specific needs and will always put 
you or your love done’s safety first.
Our goal is to provide the best home-care services and 

caregivers who will easily adapt to your family’s habits, 
understand and respect your customs and enhance you 
overall lifestyle without major changes to your daily rou-
tine. Our services include nursing, home health aides, 
personal care aides, rehabilitation, physical therapy, oc-
cupational therapy and speech therapy. Many of our care-
givers provide specialized care for Alzheimer’s, dementia 
and Down syndrome.
At Hopeton Care, we believe that home care is a hands 

on experience requiring trust and passion. We understand 
that you may have many questions and concerns, espe-
cially when looking for the right people to care for you or 
your loved ones. Our approach is to ensure the highest 
quality of care and to communicate with you beyond just 
providing reports. Many of our aides are bilingual or mul-
tilingual in Russian, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Trinidad, 
Creole, Bangladesh, Urdu, Punjabi, Hebrew and Arabic. 
We understand that bringing someone into your home 

and life can be an endeavor. You can feel peace of mind 
knowing that every single Hopeton caregiver is screened 
and highly qualified and trained to provide you with the 
companionship, care and personal attention that you or 
your loved ones deserve. All of our paraprofessional staff 
undergo a background check and have received exten-
sive training at Hopeton Care through our New York state 
approved home health aide/ personal care aid training 
classes.  Hopeton Care is accredited by the Joint Com-
mission, a voluntary accreditation, which examines the 
quality care an organization delivers. We offer the Med-
icaid program, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance 
Program (CDPAP), an alternative to traditional home 
care. This program allows you or your loved ones to have 

flexibility in choosing someone such as a friend or family 
member to become involved with your home care. When 
you enroll in CDPAP through Hopeton Care, we act as 
a partner or liaison to guide and facilitate your ability to 
recruit, train, hire, schedule, supervise and pay your own 
caregiver. Family is important, and we believe that you or 
your loved ones should feel empowered and have more 
control over who and how your care is provided.
Our aim is for you and your loved ones to become more 

independent and feel peace of mind knowing that you 
can depend on us to support you in your time of need—
365 days a year, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You 
can expect to see many of our leaders and staff since 
they make home visits, check-in occasionally, connect 
and listen to feedback directly from you.
Visit our site for testimonials and for answers to frequently 

asked questions. For more information, call 1-888-433-6363; 
visit www.hopetoncare.com; or email: info@hopetoncare.com. 

www.hopetoncare.com

1122 Coney Island Ave.
Suite 205, Brooklyn, NY 11230

Call: 718.521.5151
Fax: 718.521.5150
Email: info@hopetoncare.com

Hopeton Care is an entity inclusive and affirming of LGBT people. Professional and 
competent staff are in place to address the needs of all participants. Hopeton Care is a 

welcoming and safe environment of the LGBT community. Hopeton Care is inclusive and 
affirming of LGBT older adults. Professional competent staff are in place addressing the 

needs and creating a welcoming environment for all participants

Manhattan
350 park Avenue, 
suite 1203
New York, NY 10022

Nassau County
The Regency: 
260 Central Ave. Suite 103, 
Lawrence, NY 11559

Queens
136-08 38th Avenue, 
Suite 305
Flushing, NY 11354

Bronx
170 West 23rd Street
Suite 101
Bronx, NY 10463

Farrah Rubani, Hopeton Care, C.E.O.
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department of Health. 
Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).  ����������		�
�������
	��	�	��

We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Light up the night - and not just for 

the holidays!
Community activist Michael Mc-

Nerney and the Country Club Civic As-
sociation recently started ‘Operation 
Light Up the Night’, a new initiative 
which helps prevent criminal activ-
ity while bringing the neighborhood 
closer together.

Operation Light Up the Night en-
courages Country Club residents to 
install outdoor lights, motion censors, 
alarms and even security cameras as 
safety precautions for potential night-
time perpetrators.

McNerney, president of the CCCA, 
started the initiative two months ago, 
after many incidents involving vehi-
cle burglaries and trespassing had oc-
curred in the neighborhood over the 
past two years.

McNerney even recalled a scenario 
where a trespasser attempted to break 
into his car at 2:30 a.m. over the sum-
mer - one of the contributing factors 
towards his decision to ‘light up the 
night’.

This initiative is a security blanket 
for our community - and a great way to 
enhance crime prevention,” said Mc-
Nerney, who has lived in Country Club 
for the last seven years. “Now, we will 
be able to get a better description of 
the violators - and they’ll get the hint 

sooner or later.”
He added that initiatives like these 

also make neighborhoods grow closer, 
especially after seeing a similar sce-

nario in Howard Beach, where lights 
have also been installed outside of resi-
dents’ homes.

“The quality and value of a neigh-

borhood increases when there is great 
emphasis put on safety and crime pre-
vention - and it makes the properties 
in the neighborhood more attractive to 
potential buyers,” McNerney said. 

McNerney, who met with the 45th 
Precinct to discuss the initiative prior 
to its launch, added that Country Club 
is usually a safe and quiet neighbor-
hood, but taking extra safety measures 
to ensure protection, especially at 
night, doesn’t hurt.

He said that the CCCA would offer 
assistance by helping install the out-
door lights, motion censors, alarms 
and cameras. All the resident needs to 
do is purchase the equipment. Energy-
efficient light bulbs are recommended 
for the outdoor lights.

Residents can also utilize their cell 
phones to program when their outside 
lights turn on and off.

The goal here is to encourage home 
and property security to avoid unsafe 
situations - and these safety enhance-
ments will increase safety throughout 
the neighborhood,” said Richard Kil-
gen, grievance committee chairman 
for the CCCA and a Country Club resi-
dent for the past 30 years.

“Whenever the police arrive at the 
scene, the first thing they usually ask 
about is if the property owner has se-
curity camera footage that they can 
look at - now we will have them.”

Local activist encourages residents to ‘Light Up the Night’

Houses lit up at night on Parsifal Place. Photo courtesy of Michael McNerney
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3590 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx NY 10465
718-792-9258
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
With Thanksgiving already a memory, 

the holiday season is in full swing as mil-
lions deck the halls and hit the stores. 

While online sales continue to cut into 
retail business, Bronx bakeries said their 
business is booming.  

 At Conti’s Pastry Shoppe on Morris 
Park, owner Sal Paljevic said sales were 
robust Thanksgiving Eve as over 650 loyal 
customers picked up pies and other goodies, 
while another 600 sales were made Thanks-
giving morning. 

“I’m already up double digits from last 
year,” Paljevic said. “As of Saturday, I’ve 
already surpassed my gross revenues from 
last year, which is pretty exciting.”

As might be expected, pies were the big-
gest seller for Thanksgiving, but cookies are 
the major ticket item  leading up to Christ-
mas and the New Year 

Paljevic took over the popular 95-year-
old bakery 13 years ago, and said growth 
has been steady every year since. 

He continues to sell the traditional Ital-
ian pastries, cookies and cakes that made 
the bakery famous, but has added items that 
appeal to the newer, more diverse commu-
nity that calls the neighborhood home, such 
as sweet potato pies and red velvet cakes. 

“There are a lot of [Middle Easterners] 
in the neighborhood, so we cater to them 
by not using gelatin or alcohol [in our prod-
uct],” Paljevic said.

At the Pelham Bake Shop, formerly Pel-
ham Delight, new ownership and other 
changes haven’t deterred customers at all, 
said general manager Felix Luna. 

Pies were a big seller for Thanksgiving, 
he said.

“It was much better than last year,” he 
said. “We were very busy.”

Luna said the new ownership, which 
also owns the Quality Grill and Gyro Greek 
restaurant on Edison Avenue, has added 
Greek specialties such as Baklava, Galakto-
boureko and spinach pie to the menu.

 “It doesn’t just sell to Greeks,” he said. 
“Everybody likes it.”

Luna anticipated cookies and pastries 
will sell well through the holidays, but 
added the homemade gingerbread houses 
created on-site by a staff baker were also a 
big seller.

“We’ll start taking orders for them and 
we’ll start putting them out here on display 
for people to buy them,” Luna said.

Specialty bakeries also seem to be thriv-
ing this holiday season. 

At Lloyd’s Carrot Cake on Broadway 
across from Van Cortlandt Park, lines were 
out the door before Thanksgiving to get the 
most famous carrot cake in the city, if not 
the world.

“We had a very long line from the time 
we opened until we closed, so that was re-
ally good,” said owner Betty Campbell-Ad-
ams. “It’s always that way but this year the 
lines seemed even longer.” I’d say we we’re 
up around 15 percent.”

Campbell-Adams has been running the 

store with her children and her six employ-
ees since her husband, founder Lloyd Ad-
ams, passed away in 2007. 

The bakery has been located in Riverdale 
since 1986, but a retail storefront was added 
earlier this year, complete with a juice bar. 
Campbell-Adams also owns a second loca-
tion in Harlem.  

While carrot cake is always the biggest 
seller, Lloyd’s also offers other cakes includ-
ing red velvet and pineapple coconut, as 
well as cupcakes and pecan pies. 

Cakes are baked daily for walk-in custom-
ers, but advance orders are recommended 
during the holidays due to extremely high 
demand.

“We do all-night baking,” Campbell-
Adams said. “We had [bakers] here for two 
nights in a row - I was here three nights in 
a row, 72 hours without sleep, just to satisfy 
the demand we anticipated.”

Like the other bakers, Campbell-Adams 
is adapting to new tastes and needs from the 
community.

“I’m considering adding a vegan cake,” 
she said. “We’ve been asked many times, 
and I did one for a family going back to India 
and they loved it, so I think I’ll experiment a 
little more for the holidays.”

Bakeries rolling in dough so 
far this holiday season

Conti’s Pastry Shoppe owner Sal Paljevic and his 
staff tend to a customer at their Morris Park bak-
ery. Like other area bakeries, their business this 
holiday season was brisk. 
 Arthur Cusano
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents at Jamie Tow-

ers, a four-building co-
op complex at Olmstead, 
Seward and Pugsley Ave-
nues, are unhappy with the 
conditions in their build-
ings and is reaching out to 
the state for help.

The residents sent mul-
tiple letters outlining their 
concerns to the NYS Depart-
ment of Housing and Com-
munity Renewal, elected of-
fi cials and media outlets.

“We believe due to the 
predatory practices of the 
management company(s) 
the unscrupulous practices 
of the board and the lack 
of oversight of the state 
(DHCR), we are in jeopardy 
of losing our homes,” read 
one letter.

Barbara Jones, a 21-year 
resident of the 2050 Seward 
Avenue building, is one of 
the tenants trying to address 
the issues at Jamie Towers.

For example, she said, 
the buildings have experi-
enced problems with heat 
when there is extremely cold 
weather.

“If it is 60 degrees outside 

they’re giving us heat,” she 
said. “When it’s six degrees 
outside you don’t get any 
heat and that’s really a prob-
lem, it’s really a problem.”

In addition, Jones said 
there are problems with the 
security in the building.

She said the hours have 
been cut for security person-
nel at the buildings.

She also said the lighting 
around the Jamie Towers 
grounds - a 624-unit, 12-acre 
development - is inadequate.

Despite these conditions,  
fees - for things such as 
maintenance and security - 
and carrying charges have 
increased.

Also, Jones said the 
landlord has raised some of 
the fees without getting ap-
proval from the state.

Jamie Towers, a Mitch-
ell-Lama co-op, is managed 
by 1st Service Residential. 

The state-run Mitchell-
Lama program provides 
affordable housing to mod-

erate- and middle-income 
families.

A representative from 1st 
Service Residential was not 
available for comment.

Jones, who serves as 
chair for Jamie Towers’ 
Gems and Gents Senior 
Group, said the lack of heat, 
lighting and diminished se-
curity creates a less than 
ideal living situation for the 
seniors at Jamie Towers.

According to Jones, 60 
percent of the residents in 

Jamie Towers are senior 
citizens and some are 80- 
and 90-year- old.

The residents held a 
meeting on Friday, No-
vember 4 with Senator Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. and Assem-
blyman Luis Sepulveda to 
voice their concerns.

Ruben Diaz sent out an 
open letter to Governor 
Cuomo asking him to in-
tervene in the situation.

He questioned how car-
rying charges are rising 

without state approval.
“The Jamie Towers 

shareholders are facing 
both a fi nancial and a 
management crisis,” the 
letter to Cuomo contin-
ued. “We are now asking 
you to intervene.”

A spokesperson from 
HCR confi rmed “there 
has been no DHCR-ap-
proved monthly mainte-
nance increase at Jamie 
Towers since 2012” and 
that “actual costs to oper-
ate and maintain Jamie 
Towers have risen during 
that time.”

“DHCR is reviewing 
the proposed rent in-
creases and will make 
a determination, as re-
quired by law, to ensure 
that Jamie Towers can 
continue to meet its fi nan-
cial obligations and pro-
ceed with much needed 
capital improvements,” 
the spokesperson also 
said. “As always, DHCR 
will work with the hous-
ing company to ensure 
that it takes all reason-
able steps to minimize its 
expenses.”

Jamie Towers sees higher fees, but worsening conditions

Residents at Jamie Towers - a four building, 624-unit Mitchell-Lama co-op on Olmstead, Seward and Pugsley Avenues - are unhappy with 
the conditions in their buildings and are reaching out to the state for help. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A Throggs Neck veterans 

group is collecting toys and 
donations for a toy drive it 
has held for more than three 
decades. 

The Theodore Korony 
American Legion Post #253, 
based in Throggs Neck, is 
currently soliciting dona-
tions of toys for its annual Jo-
seph Mazzariello Memorial 
Toy Drive.

The drive, named after the 
U.S. Marine veteran who first 
began it, typically purchases 
or collects about 800 toys ev-
ery year to distribute to local 
borough organizations ser-
vicing families in need, said 
drive co-coordinator Judy 
Lanci. 

“We cover a wide range of 
different programs, but they 
are all (servicing) children 
in need in the Bronx,” said 
Lanci, adding that unlike 
some larger drives, this one 
is a grassroots effort. 

People wishing to aid in 
the group’s drive can made a 
monetary donation or take up 
collections of toys costing be-

tween five and ten dollars at 
their businesses, she said. 

Additionally, there is 
a collection box at the 
Throggs Neck Clipper at 
3599 E. Tremont Avenue, 
said Lanci. 

Among the expected re-
cipients this year are Acacia 
Network homeless shelters, 
a program for children with 
developmental disabilities 
at Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, Claremont Neigh-
borhood Centers, Concourse 
House Home for Women and 
Children and a family shel-
ter on Morris Park Avenue 
in West Farms, she said. 

“I was not even aware of 
how many shelters there are 
in the Bronx; it was just un-
believable,” said Lanci, add-
ing that she has visited some 
and saw people just like her-
self, realizing how easy it can 
be for anyone to fall on tough 
times. 

Most of the donations orig-
inate in Throggs Neck, a rel-
atively fortunate community 
that has many working fami-
lies, she said. 

Lanci is working with 
three co-coordinators on the 
drive: Danielle Mazzariello-
Fava, Anthony Ferrara, and 
Colleen McCarthy. 

The memorial toy drive 
has solicited donations from 
all members of the Korony 
Post, and has also reached 

out to the leadership of other 
active American Legion posts 
in the county, said Lanci. 

As has been the case in 
previous years, the drive will 
be receiving a monetary do-
nation from Division 3 of the 
Bronx Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians, confirmed division 

president Joe McManus. 
McManus said that AOH 

first came across the drive 
because the president of the 
Bronx County AOH, Bob No-
lan, is a relative of one of the 
Korony Post officers. 

“We have a personal con-
nection, but as a Catholic 
religious organization, to 
provide presents at Christ-
mastime for children is right 
there in our wheelhouse,” 
said McManus. 

For those wishing to col-
lect toys at their workplace, 
those gifts can be dropped off 
on Tuesday, December 13 at 1 
p.m. at 2873 Schurz Avenue, 
said Lanci. 

Tax-deductible monetary 
donations can be made by 
check, payable to ‘The Theo-
dore Korony American Le-
gion Christmas Toy Drive.’ 

They are being accepted 
on an ongoing basis, and can 
be mailed to the post at P.O. 
Box 833, Bronx, NY 10465.

The toys will be distrib-
uted to the groups in need on 
the afternoon of December 
13, said Lanci. 

Korony Post holds toy drive for borough’s neediest

Members of the Theodore Korony American Legion Post #253 purchase toys ev-
ery year to distribute to charitable organizations.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A heroine from the borough’s past 

will be remembered at an event that is 
sure to please local history buffs. 

As part of an ongoing series of 
events taking place this year, the Anne 
Hutchinson Year 2016 will team up 
with the East Bronx History Forum at 
an upcoming meeting to celebrate both 
Hutchinson and deceased east Bronx 
historian and Bronx Times columnist 
Bill Twomey.

At the EBHF meeting at the Hun-
tington Free Library in Westchester 
Square on Wednesday, December 21 at 
7:30 p.m, there will be a presentation 
and discussion of Twomey’s connec-
tion to the study of Hutchinson and a 
short presentation about her place in 
Bronx history.  

Twomey, who passed away in 2014, 
had encouraged Anne Hutchinson Year 
founder Toby Liederman to pursue 
her historical endeavor that has seen 
scores of events honoring Hutchinson, 
namesake of a river and a parkway, she 
said. 

Twomey offered his encouragement 
and advice, and lent his name to the 
fl edgling effort when it was founded in 
2010, said Liederman. 

The local historian attended one of 
the fi rst planning meetings for the AHY 
in July 2010, she said. 

“Bill Twomey stood up during that 

luncheon and gave a beautiful speech 
about how important (Hutchinson) was 
to local history,” said Liederman, who 
is interested in Hutchinson as a notable 
woman from the past. 

At its peak, the AHY held some 
25 events in a single year honoring 
Hutchinson, who lived from 1591 to 
1643, including near the Hutchinson 
River in the northeast Bronx at the end 
of her life. 

Within less than two years after 

moving to land in what later became 
the northern part of the borough, Na-
tive-Americans killed her, said Tom 
Vasti, EBHF vice-president.  

Hutchinson was an early pioneer 
of religious freedom and freedom of 
speech, said Vasti. 

Vasti said that Twomey had been an 
early supporter of Liederman’s quest to 
put Hutchinson on the map as an his-
torical fi gure of note. 

Historians remain divided as to 

where exactly Hutchinson lived, said 
Vasti. Possible locations include Connor 
Street, just outside Co-op City near a bus 
storage yard, or close to Cardinal Spell-
man High School said the historian, who 
added she would have had to live both 
near a freshwater source and the Hutchin-
son River. 

The meeting on Wednesday, December 
21 will be something of a tribute by Lie-
derman to Twomey, said Vasti. 

“Toby was appreciative that Bill 
Twomey lent his name and support to the 
(AHY), and she wanted to do something to 
remember him.” said Vasti. 

The upcoming meeting will also feature 
a documentary fi lm featuring Twomey and 
historian John McNamara from 2000, and 
a photo collection of Westchester Square.

In an email, Liederman shared with 
the Bronx Times, Erin Twomey, the his-
torian’s daughter, confi rmed her father’s 
interest in Hutchinson, indicating that 
they would sometimes discuss her history 
when they were driving near the Hutchin-
son River Parkway. 

“He certainly embraced whatever 
opportunity he could to talk up Anne 
Hutchinson,” stated the email. “He under-
stood her importance in the history of the 
borough and I’m sure he’s looking down 
on Toby and everyone else involved in the 
events this year with pride, knowing that 
you’re educating others on that impor-
tance.” 

AHY, EBHF to celebrate Twomey, Hutchinson on Dec. 21

This summer, members of the East Bronx History Forum and the Friends of Anne Hutchinson took a 
tour of a site where Hutchinson’s home might have been located. The tour was led by Tom Casey and 
is one of several events that were held in honor of the historic woman’s 425th birthday anniversary 
year. Photo courtesy of Ada Lugo

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
New York Common Pantry had 

it’s annual turkey giveaway on 
Friday,  November 18 at its Bronx 
location in Mott Haven.

The giveaway, which the pan-
try runs with the New York Mets, 
served about 100 residents.

Local families lined up and 
down East 138th Street as they 
were gradually let into the build-
ing to receive a Shoprite Frozen 
Young Turkey and tickets to an 
April 2017 Mets game.

Daniel Reyes, deputy executive 
director for New York Common 
Pantry, said distributing turkeys 
helps to relieve the stress some 
of the recipients have around 
Thanksgiving.

“Honestly the truth is that 
Thanksgiving is obviously a fes-
tive holiday but it’s also very 
stressful because it’s expensive,” 
said Reyes. “It’s a large meal that 
if you’re struggling to make ends 
meet that is something you have 
to think about.”

“One of the things we focus 
on is making sure we can pro-
vide as many folks as possible so 
that they’re not put in a position 
where they have to make diffi -

cult decisions such as, “Do I have 
Thanksgiving dinner or do I pay 
my cable bill or light bill,’” Reyes 
continued.

The organization had 200 
people sign up at the Bronx lo-
cation, which is geared towards 
serving local seniors.

Those people were entered into 
a raffl e and 100 were selected to 
receive turkeys and Mets tickets.

The remaining 100 received 

their turkeys on Monday, Novem-
ber 21.

At the organization’s main of-
fi ce on East 109th Street in Har-
lem, New York Common Pantry 
expected to give away 2,500 tur-
keys.

This marked the third year 
the New York Mets organization 
handed out turkeys. The program 
is called ‘Metsgiving.’

The organization gives out 500 

turkeys each year - 100 turkeys 
going to each borough - with the 
help of local organizations.

In addition, each person re-
ceiving a turkey gets six tickets to 
a Mets game.

“During the holiday season 
we’re very busy trying to make 
an effort to make sure every fam-
ily enjoys the holidays like any-
one else would,” said Julianna 
Sabra, coordinator for External 

Affairs and Community Out-
reach for the New York Mets. “So 
in this case at Thanksgiving it’s 
expensive to buy a turkey and it’s 
hard to buy a turkey so we bring 
the turkeys to them.”

“It’s important for us to allow 
them to bring their families to-
gether and be able to provide for 
them and celebrate the holiday to-
gether,” Sabra added.

New York Common Pantry 
opened up their Bronx location 
in late 2015, which houses the or-
ganization’s Senior Nourish Pro-
gram.

Reyes said it was not only im-
portant to feed hungry seniors 
in the Bronx but also do it in a 
healthy way.

“Our mission is to obviously 
alleviate hunger across New York 
City but we really take a holistic 
approach,” said Reyes. “It’s really 
not just about providing whatever 
food comes through our doors.”

Reyes said a year into opera-
tions the Bronx location is fully 
up and running.

The organization expects to 
serve approximately 14,000 se-
niors by the end of next Septem-
ber.

Pantry and NY Mets distribute turkeys, BB tickets

Members of the New York Mets community outreach program and Daniel Reyes, Executive Deputy Director of New York 
Common Pantry, hold up turkeys the organizations gave away for families in need of a turkey on Thanksgiving. 
 Photo Courtesy of New York Common Pantry
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1777 Grand Concourse tenants 
going without gas since June

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents at 1777 Grand 

Concourse are in the midst 
of the holiday season with 
no gas in their apartments.

The residents held 
a press conference on 
Wednesday, Novembre 23 
outside the, 12-story, 167-
unit building to bring at-
tention to the situation in 
addition to decrying other 
problems as well.

On June 3, Con Edison 
shut down the gas in the 
buildings due to reports of 
a high gas concentration in 
a portion of the building.

The gas has not been 
turned on since.

Instead, management 
provided residents a hot 
plate on which to cook their 
meals.

However, according to 
Kim Osorio, a 34-year resi-
dent of the building, many 
of the hot plates have bro-
ken down and residents 
have had to turn to other 
cooking methods.

For example, some resi-
dents are using electric 
convection ovens and crock 
pots to cook food.

Osorio said she has 
stayed away from the hot 
plates because they can 
cause electrical fi res.

In addition, she said she 
has spent a great deal of 
money on takeout and res-
taurant food.

Osorio claims the land-
lord, Asden Properties, con-
tinues to rent apartments 
without notifying prospec-
tive tenants that there is no 
cooking gas available in the 
building.

A member of Asden prop-
erties was not available to 
respond to the charge.

Besides the lack of gas, 
Osorio said there has been 
problems with the eleva-
tors, rampant vermin, se-
curity and water leaks.

She said squatters have 
been sleeping in the stair-
wells at night because the 
building is accessible.

Also, one of the build-
ing’s two elevators were 
out for approximately seven 
weeks between the months 
of August and September.

During that time, said 
Osorio, the other elevator 
would occasionally mal-
function.

In addition, the building 
also has an infestation prob-
lem with rats and roaches.

She also discussed and 
provided pictures of water 
damage to her apartment. 

She said there have been 
nights when it rained and 
water comes into her bed-
room.

“I was having my own 
personal rain storm in the 
apartment,” she said. “I 
mean it was really pour-
ing. I had to videotape it be-

cause it was coming down 
so hard.”

The residents at 1777 
Grand Concourse are now 
getting help from Commu-
nity Action for Safe Apart-
ments - or CASA - and Bronx 
Legal Services.

Yeraldi Perez, a commu-
nity organizer for CASA, 
said the organization had 
its fi rst meeting with the 
frustrated residents on 
Wednesday, November 9.

In addition the organiza-
tion had been going door-to-
door in weeks prior to per-
sonally hear from residents 
about their issues.

According to Perez, ten-
ants fi led in August their 
fi rst NYC Housing Pres-
ervation petition in hous-
ing court with the help of 
Bronx Legal Services and 
their fi rst court date was on 
September 1.

The case, which 46 ten-
ants have signed on to, calls 
for restoration of gas to the 
building and asks for re-
pairs to many of the build-
ing’s on-going problems.

The next court date is 
Monday, December 19.

Also, Perez said the ten-
ants sent a certifi ed letter 
asking the landlord to fi x 
the defi ciencies. 

The organization plans 
to have another meeting 
with tenants to establish 
their next moves.

Hot plates were provided to 1777 Grand Concourse tenants for cooking. 
 Photo Courtesy of Kim Osorio

Thomas Guss (3rd from l), NYR president; Natalia Fernandez, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj’s chief of staff; 
Richard Pino (2nd from r), NYR CFO; Councilman Fernando Cabrera (r) with managers. 
 Photo courtesy of New York Residence

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
New York Residence cel-

ebrated on Friday, Novem-
ber 18 the opening of what 
they are calling the “nicest 
real estate brokerage offi ce 
in the Bronx.”

NYR brass gathered with 
borough offi cials at the 160 
E. 188th Street location to 
say a few words, view the 
new offi ces and eat some 
food.

“It’s with great pride to 
announce our expansion to 
the Bronx as we continue to 
grow our brand and expand 
our presence in this thriv-
ing market,” said Thomas 
Guss, president of New York 
Residence. “Our new offi ce 
location and high-perform-
ing agents are a core advan-
tage to servicing clients and 
furthering our position in 
the marketplace.”

“This is an amazing time 
for New York Residence to 
expand into the Bronx with 
a substantial investment,” 
said Richard Pino, chief fi -
nancial offi cer and associate 
broker. “The offi ce build-out 
is, by far, superior to any 
other local real estate offi ce. 
We wanted newly hired li-
censed real estate agents to 
be excited and proud of their 
new work environment.”

According to NYR, the 
new offi ce colors are brick 

and steel-grey to “evoke 
the feeling of the neighbor-
hood.”

In addition the white 
staircase foyer is meant to 
draw the client “into a very 
unique and vibrant offi ce 
space.”

The side and conference 
chairs in the offi ce are from 
Olivio E. Godeassi, or O&G, 
in Italy and the desks are re-
stored steel desks from ap-
proximately 50 years ago.

In addition, the desks fall 
in line with the brick and 
steel-grey color scheme.

At their desks the em-
ployees will sit on the Uno 
Chair from Steelcase.

The new offi ces are also 
fi lled with art reproduc-
tions by painters such as 
Jane Dickson and Michael 
Manning. 

Waveform Pendant 
Lights from Murray-Feiss 
are used to illuminate the 
offi ce.

Guss, a native of Austria, 
said the offi ce’s appearance 
arises from the company’s 
desire to do its best in every-
thing.

“Whenever we do some-
thing we do it well,” said 
Guss. “So of course you 
have to start with your own 
offi ce.”

According to Guss, the 
offi ce is supposed to make 

the customer feel comfort-
able.

“We wanted to somehow 
make something that’s in-
teresting visually but on the 
other hand that is not intim-
idating,” he said.

In addition he said he 
hopes having an offi ce in the 
Bronx will bring more at-
tention to the borough from 
NYR clients.

“The problem with the 
Bronx is not only that it is 
underappreciated but also 
that it’s not well known,” 
Guss said.

Councilmember Fer-
nando Cabrera is hoping 
NYR can help Bronxites 
fulfi ll their dream of home 
ownership.

“Only 18 percent of those 
who live in the Bronx own 
their property,” said Ca-
brera.

Cabrera said he feels 
NYR will be sensitive to the 
needs of people in the Bronx. 
In addition he said he’d also 
like to see NYR hire local 
Bronx real estate agents.

Guss said the company 
is hiring at the East 188th 
Street location. The com-
pany’s headquarters is in 
Times Square at 1501 Broad-
way. They can be reached at 
(212) 377-9300.

NY Residence opens 1st 
offi ce in Fordham
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.





“We are developing it to 
be denser…and we are re-
developing it to be safer,” 
said Torres. “The new de-
sign would dispense with 
‘superblocks,’ so the new 
development could enjoy 
both ground fl oor retail 
and an active street life.” 

The redevelopment of 
Lambert Houses has been 
a goal since the council-
man took offi ce, he said, 
and it represents a more 
than half-a-billion dollar 
investment in one of the 
city’s poorest areas. 

“It is not enough to de-
velop new housing; we 
need to see that the city 
creates enough new infra-
structure to accommodate 
the new housing,” said the 
councilman, adding “In 
an attempt to at alleviat-
ing overcrowding in local 
elementary schools, the 
administration has agreed 
to create two new schools, 
the equivalent of a $100 
million investment.” 

Torres, the council’s  
Public Housing Commit-

tee chairman, called the 
plan the most ambitious 
and innovative attempt at 
affordable housing in the 
city. 

The new Lambert 
Houses will include hous-
ing for extremely low-in-
come people and a mixture 
of low- and moderate-in-
come households, said the 
councilman. 

The community where 
Lambert Houses is located 
was signifi cantly downzo-
ned in 1961 and again as 
part of the city’s urban re-
newal efforts in the 1970s, 
said Adam Weinstein, 
Phipps Houses CEO and 
president. 

The up-zoning allowed 
in this new redevelopment 
is something that Phipps 
has been advocating in 
favor of for the past three 
years, he said. 

The current Lambert 
Houses, with its 42 sepa-
rate means of access, was 
a logistical challenge for 
fi rst responders, said Tor-
res, adding that the design 
of the buildings created 

safety issues. 
The new buildings will 

have separate entrances 
with a package room, and 
concierges that will take 
residents’ work orders and 
monitor building access, 
said Weinstein. 

There will also be space 
for possible community 
use, he said. 

The demolition of the 
buildings will not severely 
displace anyone.

Currently housed resi-
dents will receive housing 
in a vacant apartment else-
where in the complex, or 
if they choose, a voucher 
to move elsewhere, said 
Weinstein. 

A Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and De-
velopment spokeswoman 
confi rmed that no displace-
ment would take place. 

“[Tenants] will be relo-
cated within the existing 
complex as construction 
progresses and relocated 
into the fi rst phases of 
the new development once 
they are completed,” she 
said. 
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from Page 1

An artist rendering of what the new Lambert Houses affordable housing development will look like 
from East 180th Street. Photo courtesy of Councilman Ritchie Torres’ offi ce

NYC Council approves Lambert Houses rebuilding plan

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Just as temperatures 

plunged after a welcome warm 
spell, dozens of residents of the 
12th Council District lined up 
outside the offi ce of Andy King 
on Gun Hill Road Monday, No-
vember 21 seeking warm win-
ter coats.  

“I was the fi rst one here,” 
said Geraldine Shivers of Co-
op City, who got a coat for her-
self and her husband, Steve 
Williams, when doors opened 
at 11 a.m.  “I got here at a quar-
ter to 10.” 

Shivers said she was grate-
ful for the annual coat drive, 
since she believes it is colder in 
Co-op City because it was near 
the water. 

Winston Burnette is in an 
assisted living facility near 
King’s offi ce. He said he was 
glad staff told him of the event 
after snagging a heavy winter 
ski jacket.

“It’s a beautiful coat, very 
nice,” he said. “It’s in good 
shape, too.”

King and his staff collected 
more than 80 new or gently 
worn coats donated by local 
residents, and even provided a 

few of their own. 
The coat drive has been 

held for the past four years, 
the King said. He and his staff 
also gave away frozen turkeys 
to those in need a few days ear-
lier.

“We want to make sure 
residents who are challenged 
during the winter season with 
outfi tting themselves, have a 
warm coat when they go out-
side,” King said. “We have 
socks, boots, scarves, gloves, 

all donated from people in the 
neighborhood looking out for 
others in the neighborhood.”

“King’s staff will continue 
to collect coats in the coming 
weeks for those in need. Dona-
tions can be made at the dis-

trict offi ce located at 940 E.Gun 
Hill Road. Coats, scarves and 
gloves are all in high demand. 
Those donating items are 
asked to clean them fi rst if they 
can, or at the very least empty 
the pockets and air them out.   

“Those are the things peo-
ple fall short of in the winter, 
especially if they are economi-
cally challenged,” the council-
man said. “We want to keep 
people out of the emergency 
rooms.”

Councilman King’s Coat Drive covers community

Councilman Andy King hosted a coat drive at his East Gun Hill Road offi ce November 21. Over 80 coats were given away to area residents in need, and more are being col-
lected through the month. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano
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