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Trump’s plan is popular, but city says ‘no’

GOLF COURSE 
PARS FUTURE

MP BID effort scores majority of property, biz owners
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Continued on Page 71

A Mom’s Anquished Plea

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The creation of a Morris 

Park Business Improvement 
District took a major step for-
ward. 

The BIDs steering commit-
tee announced on Wednesday, 
November 16 that after four 
years of outreach and plan-
ning, they reached the thresh-
old of 51% approval from the 
owners of commercial proper-
ties and merchants who will 
comprise the district if it is ul-
timately approved. 

According to the commit-
tee, they now have majority 
support from all 155 commer-
cial properties and 297 busi-
nesses in the would-be BID’s 
service area: Morris Park Av-

enue between Williamsbridge 
and Unionport roads. 

John Bonizio, the chairman 
of the Westhchester Square 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict, said he helped reformu-
late the Morris Park BID steer-
ing committee earlier in 2016 to 
get the project moving. 

While not all the busi-
ness and property owners re-
sponded, among those who did 
there was a 98% and 86% rate 
of approval respectively, said 
Bonizio. 

“What that tells you is that 
the merchants recognize the 
value in having an advocate 
and a unifi ed voice to deal with 
city agencies and elected offi -
cials, working together as one,” 

he said, adding that he sees a 
BID as an essential component 
to formulating a business plan 
for a commercial district. 

The businessman said it 
was signifi cant that the Morris 
Park Community Association 
provided support for the BID 
steering committee because 
Morris Park has been without 
a business association for some 
time. 

The MPCA helped with lo-
gistical support and meeting 
space, he said. 

Tony Signorile, MPCA pres-
ident, said he was thankful to 
the business community, land-
lords, merchants and ho

Mothers Against Heroin Abuse attended a ‘Free Naxloxone Train-
ing - Learn to Save a Life’ workshop on Tuesday, November 15 
hosted by Senator Jeff Klein at the Villa Barone Manor. The emo-
tional meeting was meant to address and remedy the heroin epi-
demic which has greatly impacted the Bronx since this summer. 
The event also highlighted the tragedy of young adults from the 
Bronx who have died or are suffering from heroin addiction.  An-
gela Trotta, whose son Anthony Trotta, Jr. died of a heroin over-
dose, wanted to know why the drug dealers aren’t arrested since 
everyone knows who they are.            Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Two public hearings ear-

lier this month offered a slew of 
new information on competing 
plans for Ferry Point Park.

A proposal by Trump Links 
at Ferry Point to expand the 
golf course in exchange for ren-
ovating other land in the park 
and creating a nearby nature 
preserve was presented in ad-
dition to an NYC Parks Depart-
ment proposal to use the same 
waterfront land Trump Links 
wants to develop to create pas-
sive park space while continu-
ing its rehab of the western half 
of the Bronx park.   

Community Board 10 chair-
man Martin Prince said the 
board was waiting to get its 
hands on the offi cial Trump 
Organization proposal. The 

proposal was initially submit-
ted to the Parks Department, 
he said.

“They said they submitted 
it to [Parks] because the Parks 
Department is their landlord, 
so that’s slowing things down,” 
Prince said.  

Prince said he expected the 
board to be able to vote on the 
proposal at its next committee 
meeting in January. 

But would that vote carry 
any weight? The community 
board’s role is simply an advi-
sory one, said Parks media re-
lations director Crystal How-
ard. 

The mayor’s offi ce rejected 
the Trump Links proposal last 
month, citing desire to keep the 
waterfront land public.

“The city is moving for-

ward to implement its plan for 
the new waterfront park,” she 
added.

 One of the main reasons 
given by Trump Links for ex-
panding the 17th and 18th holes 
is to make the course attractive 
for a potential PGA major tour-
nament, such as the U.S. Open.  

An event of that nature 
could not be a possibility for at 
least another decade, said Jeff 
Altstadter, assistant director of 
Public Relations for the United 
States Golf Association.

“U.S. Open sites have been 
announced through 2026 and 
we do not have any scheduled 
to be held at Trump Links,” Alt-
stadler said.

He said while major golf 
tournaments have been held 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200

HOMEMADE
TRY OUR

RAVIOLIS
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Da Franco & Tony
Ristorante

Reservations Now

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The borough president re-

cently wrote a letter in re-
sponse to an incident involv-
ing two NFL stars.

On Tuesday, November 
22, Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr. wrote a letter 
to New York Giants wide re-
ceiver Odell Beckham, Jr. and 
Denver Broncos linebacker 
Von Miller, after the two NFL 
stars visited Sin City Caba-
ret, a strip club located at 2520 
Park Avenue in Mott Haven, 
on Thursday, November 17.

Beckham was dancing in 
the strip club when his dia-
mond pinky ring, estimated 
to cost $25,000, fl ew off his fi n-
ger.

According to published re-
ports, a surveillance video in-
side the club depicts an indi-
vidual extending his arm to 
the fl oor to pick up the item 
near Beckham at the time of 
the incident. He apparently 
offered a cash reward to any-
body who found the ring and 
returned it to him, to no avail.

In response to the incident, 
Diaz Jr. invited both players  
to explore sites in the Bronx 
other than Sin City Cabaret, 
which has a checkered his-

Diaz tells NFL star who lost ring: Bronx not ‘sinful’
tory.

One can only wonder if this 
situation would have taken 
place if they had visited an-
other Bronx destination in-
stead. 

“I think it is wonderful 
that Mr. Beckham, who has 
been a great representative for 
the City of New York and the 
New York Giants, is showing 
his friends from out of town, 
like Mr. Miller, that there is 
more to New York City than 
Manhattan,” wrote Diaz, Jr., 
who signed the letter as ‘The 
Bronx’s #1 Giants Fan.’ “How-
ever, you could have picked 
a better place than Sin City 
Cabaret, which has a long his-
tory as a nuisance to our bor-
ough and as a poor corporate 
citizen to the people of the 
Bronx.”

Along with his letter, Diaz 
included a copy of the 2016 
Bronx Visitors Guide along 
with a letter that he had sent to 
the New York State Liquor Au-
thority commissioner Kevin 
Kim in August, calling for the 
club to have its liquor license 
rescinded.

“I would love to show both 
of you gentleman there is more 
to the Bronx than establish-

ments such as Sin City, where 
you risk losing more than your 
valuables,” Diaz also wrote in 
the letter. “If you would like 
to see what the Bronx is re-
ally about and visit numerous 
establishments that our resi-
dents are actually proud of, I 
hope you will take me up on 
this offer.”

In mid-July, nine bounc-
ers and dancers were charged 
with selling $22,000 worth of 
cocaine to undercover cops, 
who allegedly purchased the 
drugs from Sin City Cabaret 
employees, according to pub-
lished reports.

In his third NFL season, 
Beckham has been named 

to two Pro Bowls, Second-
team All-Pro in 2015 and was 
named the Associated Press 
NFL Offensive Rookie Of The 
Year Award in 2014. He also 
holds more than 20 franchise 
records for the New York Gi-
ants, including most receiving 
yards in a season for a rookie, 
with 1,305.

Borough President Diaz, Jr. mails a letter and a 2016 Bronx Visitors Guide to Beckham, Jr. after Beckham’s visit 
to Sin City Cabaret last week. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce
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Celebrate the Holidays! 
At Throggs Neck Shopping Center
This holiday season discover the great values at Throggs Neck Shopping Center. Conveniently 
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��&�����	�����������	���	650 FREE parking spaces. Great shopping is closer than you think!

Featuring these  
Top Retail Stores 
and Restaurants

GREAT VALUES & CONVENIENT LOCATION
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department of Health. 
Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).  ����������		�
�������
	��	�	��

We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Developers, elected offi -

cials and local residentss gath-
ered at Boone Avenue to com-
memorate the completion of 
new affordable housing in the 
south Bronx.

The two new buildings -- 
1490 and 1500 Boone Avenue -  
are nine stories and 15 stories 
respectively. In addition, they 
hold a combined 237 units. 

Fourteen-ninety and 1500 
Boone Avenue - which have a 
combined $81.9 million price 
tag - are a part of Compass Res-
idences which include 4,392 
square feet of retail space, 
71 parking spaces, a shared 
courtyard and a public plaza.

The partners in the build-
ings’ completion include NYS 
Home and Community Re-
newal, NYC Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development, NYC Housing 
Development Corporation, 
Monadnock Development, Sig-
nature Urban Properties, and 
GTIS partners.

“Creating a truly mixed-
income neighborhood with 
retail space, parking, a court-
yard and direct access to Star-
light Park, as well as setting 
aside units to expand oppor-

Offi cials cut ribbon on affordable W. Farms housing
tunities for formerly home-
less individuals, is very im-
portant not just for the Bronx 
but the entire New York City,” 
said Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. “Today’s ribbon cut-
ting unlocks the fi rst 237 of an 
over 1,300 unit development 
that will create a truly mixed-
income community and bring 
transformative change to 
Crotona Park East and West 
Farms.”

“For me what’s exciting is 
not just that 237 families are 
coming here,” said Gifford 
Miller, a principal of Signa-
ture Urban Properties and 
a former NYC councilman, 
“but we’re ultimately going 
to be able to make this neigh-
borhood an even better neigh-
borhood for the thousands of 
other families that live in the 
area as well.”

Diaz  said he appreciated 
how the developers came “the 
right way” to work with Bronx 
offi cials.

“Sometimes you get devel-
opers who feel like we should 
just be lucky to be receiving 
whatever they’re going to give 
us,” Diaz said. “That is no lon-
ger the case.”

“Where not just going to ac-

cept whatever [they give us],” 
he said.

Diaz spoke specifi cally 
about stairs leading up from 
Boone Avenue to West Farms, 
a prospective school and even 
the color of the buildings’ ex-
terior which he said the bor-
ough asked for and the devel-
opers complied.

Samantha Howard, a resi-

dent of Crotona Park East for 
30 years, is now living in a 
two-bedroom apartment with 
her 14-year-old son.

Howard, an employee of the 
NYC Department of Education 
in the Bronx, said she applied 
through Housing Connect 
and eventually got the call in 
June.

“I couldn’t explain how I 

felt,” said said. “My son just 
started at [Cardinal] Hayes 
[High School] this year. It was 
a great change - a new school, a 
new apartment, I’m so happy.”

The two buildings are a 
part of a larger multi phase 
plan to redevelop sections of 
the Crotona Park East and 
West Farms neighborhoods.

The Boone Avenue duo are 
buildings 1A and 1B of a six-
phase, 10-building plan to re-
develop the area.

According to Tom Ciano, 
vice president and director 
of Real Estate Operations at 
Monadnock Development, 
there are two other buildings 
under construction, another 
building on which Monadnock 
is hoping to close on soon and 
two other buildings that are in 
the early stages of design.

Currently, as part of the re-
development, there is a fl orist 
shop on West Farms Avenue. 
In addition there will be a deli 
at the corner of Boone Avenue 
and Jennings Street.

Ciano also said the com-
pany is entertaining an offer 
for a dollar store in the com-
plex and also exploring leas-
ing to a daycare in another 
one of it’s buildings.

Compass Residences on Boone Avenue in West Farms 
 Photo Courtesy of Zimmerman/Edelson Inc
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OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR 
SWITCH YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2017. DON’T MISS OUT!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)
�������	
���������������������1.866.986.0356 TTY: 711!� H0423_MKT2011b Accepted 09262016

NYC Health + Hospitals | Lincoln

234 East 149th Street • Bronx
December 1

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM
December 8

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Conference Room 2

1400 Pelham Parkway South • Bronx
December 5

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Building 1 – 4th Floor Auditorium

NYC Health + Hospitals | Jacobi NYC Health + Hospitals | North Central Bronx

3424 Kossuth Avenue • Bronx
November 28, December 5

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Room 6M-06

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 AM – 8 PM

After 8 PM, Sundays & Holidays:
24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560

METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

ADDRESS IN BRONX COUNTY  DESCRIPTION STARTING BID

2846 Marion Avenue                 1 Family House  $144,000
3309 Eastchester Road          1 Family House $306,000 
768 Pugsley Avenue** (*)   3 Family House $409,500
480 Commonwealth Avenue  2 Family House $441,000
2900 Roberts Avenue                 2 Family House $481,500
2543 Radcliff Avenue       2 Family House $495,000

** Partially occupied     *Ability to inspect interior not guaranteed

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF BRONX COUNTY

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
MONDAY DECEMBER 12, 2016 - 9:30 AM SHARP

REGISTRATION TO START AT 9:30AM
AUCTION TO START AT 10:30AM

851 Grand Concourse, Room 406; Bronx, NY

All Property Is and Will Be Sold As-Is In All respects.  All Prospective Bidders Must Pre-Qualify 
By Presenting, Prior To the Start of the Auction, a Bank or Certified Deposit Check for 10% 
of the Property’s Starting Bid and Made Payable to “THE PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR of BRONX 
COUNTY.” The Deposit of the Winning Bidder Will Be Retained as a Non-Refundable Contract 
Down-payment, That Will Be Forfeited and Negotiated On Behalf of the Seller If  the Winning 
Bidder Fails to Immediately Execute a Contract of Sale in the Form That Will be Provided by the 
Public Administrator.

SALES ARE ALL CASH WITH NO MORTGAGE CONTINGENCY
Closing Within 60 days, and With Time of the Essence Benefitting the Seller Only.  Further 

Terms, Conditions and Limitations are set forth in the Public Administrator’s Form Contract of 
Sale and Will be Stated Orally Prior to the Auction.  The Public Administrator Reserves the Right 
to Withdraw Any Property and Reject Any Bid Without Notice. 

The Available Properties Will Be Open for Walk-throughs on December 3rd & 4th and De-
cember 10th & 11th 2016 from 11AM to 4 PM each day. And beginning on November 28, 2016, 
Form versions of a Contract of Sale and Terms and Conditions of Sale, and Title Reports as to 
the subject properties, will be available for viewing only (no copying) at the Office of the Public 
Administrator of Bronx County, located at  851 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY, 10451, Room 336, 
718-293-7660. 

Your Neighborhood — Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
3604 E. Tremont Ave., 

Bronx, NY 10465
To Subscribe:

(718) 260-4595
General Phone:
(718) 260-4595

General Fax:
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 260-4597

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 260-4597
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 260-4593

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) 
is published weekly by Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc., a subsidiary of  News 
Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. 
Copyright © 2016. Periodicals  postage 
rate is being paid at the Bronx, N.Y. 
Post Offi ce. Subscriptions $15.00 per 
year. Postmaster, Send address changes 
to Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 East 
Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465. 
ISSN #8750-4499.

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter will publish your 
announcements. Send announcements along with 
photo, to: Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont 
Avenue, or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. Please 
include a phone number or a way to contact you in 
case of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome to another edition 
of Around Town. 

Birth Announcements  

White Plains Hospital announced the follow-
ing births to borough families:  

•Ari-Ali Vian Bissent came into the world on 
Friday, October 14. He was born to parents Alex-
andria and Andrie, who are from Parkchester. 

•Noah Rafael Coronado was born on Tues-
day, October 25. He was born to Karina and Eric 
from Bronx Park East. Baby weighed six pounds 
and two ounces. 

•Antonio Gerald Febrillet came into the 
world on Wednesday, October 26, being born to 
parents Carolina Polanco and Marcos Febrillet 
Jr. 

•Penelope Lee Moore was born on Friday, 
October 28. She was born to parents Kimberly 
Best and Brian Moore from City Island. She 
weighed eight pounds and two ounces. 

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844
www.maestroscaterers.com

celebrate the old, revel in the new.
Lets Celebrate Together at Our
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Antipasto Station 
Carving Table
 Roasted Pig, Turkey & Skirt Steak

Wok Station
 Array of Chinese Cuisine

International Cheese Board & Fruit

Seafood Station

Pasta Station
An Array of Freshly Made Pastas

 Shrimp Cocktail  Raw Oysters

Chafing Station
 Chicken Scarpariello   Rollatini
 Ropa Vieja  Fried Calamari
 Arroz Con Gandule  BBQ Ribs
 Sausage & Broccoli Rabe  Seafood Paella
 Baked Clams  Veal & Peppers
 Pollo Asado   de Pescado

Dinner Served at 8:30pm
  Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette
 Filet  with Jumbo Shrimp Oregannata
 Roasted Potato  String Beans
 Pastries & Cookies  

Fabulous Music 
by Don't Stop The Music

 Cocktail Reception 
7pm-8:30pm

 Surf & Turf Dinner 
at 8:30pm

 Champagne Toast 
at Midnight

 Hats, Noisemakers
 Valet Parking
Included!

O
PE

N
 B

A
R 

A
LL

 N
IG

H
T!

ALL INCLUSIVE
for only

100
Children ages 5-12, $49 each

$
per 
person

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!

Children ages 5-12, $50 each
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Country Club Civic supports our local veterans at The Throggs Neck Vet-
erans Parade.

41 Precinct 
Saturday, November 19 at 4:00 a.m. -- Po-

lice responded to a shooting at 952 Longwood 
Avenue. According to police, a 38-year-old man 
was shot after a gunman opened fire on a crowd-
ed street. The person fired five shots. The victim 
had been running when he was hit in the back. He 
was taken to Lincoln Hospital by private means. 
No other injuries were reported. 

Sunday, November 20 at 12:33 p.m. -- Cops 
responded to a 911 call of a man shot inside of 
1058 Southern Boulevard. When cops arrived on 
the scene, they found a 19-year-old man who was 
not responsive. He had gunshot wounds to the tor-
so and he was pronounced dead on the scene. 

43 Precinct
Thursday, October 20 at 7:30 a.m. -- Cops 

report that an unidentified woman approached a 
44-year-old man, a victim of a police imperson-
ation robbery. The incident took place at a bus stop 

in front of 1505 Westchester Avenue. The woman 
identified herself as a police officer before detain-
ing and shoving the victim. She took $15 from his 
pocket. She is described as a black woman be-
tween 30-years-old and 40-years-old. She was 
five feet, five inches tall and weighed about 160 
pounds. 

Saturday, November 19 at 6:11 p.m.  -- Cops 
responded to a 911 call about a woman needing 
assistance. When they arrived on the scene, they 
found that 17-year-old woman had just given birth 
to a baby girl. The infant was unconscious and not 
responsive. The 17-year-old woman and the baby 
were taken to Jacobi Hospital. The baby was pro-
nounced dead.  

49 Precinct
Friday, October 14 at 7:15 a.m. -- A grand 

larceny was reported at a deli located at 633 Aller-
ton Avenue. The victim, a 25-year-old woman, had 
a Galaxy cellphone stolen out of her jacket pocket. 
The person who took it is described as a black man 
who is in his mid to late forties or early fifties. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
BY MICHAEL P. MCNERNEY
Happy (belated) 241st Birth-

day to the United States Marine 
Corps, and happy Veterans Day 
to all of our veterans. 

If you missed our last meet-
ing, then shame on you. That 
means you missed an evening 
of some excellent guest speak-
ers and some very good dia-
logue with our membership. 
Our invited guest speaker was 
the commanding offi cer of the 
45th Precinct, deputy inspec-
tor Danielle Raia. Unfortu-
nately, she could not attend due 
to a scheduling confl ict. In her 
stead she sent the precincts 
newly assigned special opera-
tions lieutenant Waldy Arias 
assisted by two of his associ-
ates. 

We began the conversation 
by fi rst explaining to our local 
law enforcement offi cials some 
of the measures our residents 
are taking to deter crimes from 
being committed in our area. 
We discussed our new Opera-
tion Light Up the Night Cam-
paign which asks more hom-
eowners to illuminate their 
properties during the hours 
of darkness. We were happy to 
showcase the initiatives of our 
members, and we believe the 
police left with an apprecia-
tion of our efforts. We also pre-
sented ideas that we have for 

future partnerships with the 
precinct, and we are very ex-
cited about those possibilities. 

Lieutenant Arias was very 
forthcoming with his responses 
to the questions asked of him. 
He not only gave a description 
of his background, but pro-
vided every person in the room 
with his contact information. 
He was well versed regarding 
many of our concerns, and ap-
pears very willing and eager 
to assist us with any future is-
sues. We look forward to build-
ing upon on this level of com-
munication and joint working 
relationship with our local pre-
cinct.

John Doyle from the City Is-
land Civic Association was also 
in attendance. John presented 
our audience with a sample let-
ter his organization has sent 
to our local elected offi cials. 
It calls for a correction to the 
loophole in the law which al-
lows ‘chaser’ tow trucks to park 
on residential streets. This is 
an issue we have faced, a cam-
paign that we support, and a 
letter that we will also be sub-
mitting to our local electeds.

John also presented a peti-
tion he is sending to Mayor de 
Blasio regarding sound baf-
fl ing of the outdoor shooting 
range at Rodman’s Neck. This 
sound remediation has been 

promised to our area in past 
city budgets but has never been 
brought to fruition. Just like 
the City Island community, we 
too are burdened by the sound 
pollution produced from this 
location. John made certain to 
stress that not only would this 
benefi t the quality of life for 
the involved communities, but 
would also provide our law en-
forcement professionals with 
a more advanced training fa-
cility. The vast majority of our 
membership signed the peti-
tion at our meeting, and we are 
encouraging all members to go 
online at https://www.change.
org/p/bill-de-blasio-sound-
proof-the-shooting-range-at-
rodman-s-neck to support 
it.&nbsp ;

Now, I must offer you the 
reader a challenge. If you are 
a homeowner in Country Club 
I want to see you at the next 
meeting. If you’re a member 
you should be there anyway. If 
you’re not a member yet, come 
and we’ll get you signed up. 

If you’re one of our regular 

attendees, I commend you for 
your dedication and commit-
ment. Now I ask that you re-
cruit a neighbor to come with 
you to our next meeting. 

Membership is the life 
blood of most any organization. 
We are very proud to represent 
hundreds of households and 
thousands of residents in the 
Country Club community. We 
must now see more of those res-
idents present at our meetings. 
If not, the minority will be the 
only ones speaking up for our 
majority.

The next general meeting 
of our association will be on 
Wednesday, December 21, at 

7:30 p.m.. Make sure to mark 
your calendars. This will be 
our annual holiday party and 
welcoming in of the New Year. 
More details will be provided 
in future articles. Be sure to 
stay informed. 

The meeting will be held at 
the Villa Maria Academy Caf-
eteria, at 3335 Country Club 
Road.

The association can be 
reached via mail at P.O. Box 
211, Bronx, NY 10465, and via 
telephone at (718) 823-1814. 

Please remember, “Take 
pride in your community; your 
home extends beyond your 
property line!” 

�
�
 
 

Pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter, 
notice is hereby given that the Department of Housing Preservation and Development ("HPD") of the 
City of New York ("City") has proposed an amendment to a previously approved Land Disposition 
Agreement for the following property (“Original Disposition Area”) in the Borough of Bronx:  

 

Block       Lots 
   2724     5, 42 and 103 
 

This submission is a proposed amendment (“Amended Project”) to a project previously approved by 
the Board of Estimate by resolution on July 17, 1980 (Cal. No. 350), which resolution amended the 
project approved by the Board of Estimate on March 6, 1980 (Cal. No. 18) (as amended, the “Original 
Project”). 
 

Under the Original Project, the City conveyed the Original Disposition Area to Maria Estela Houses I 
Associates (“Original Owner”) for the development of a housing project containing 235 units of rental 
housing (plus one superintendent’s unit).  The Original Owner subsequently transferred the Original 
Disposition Area to PRC Westchester Avenue LLC (“Current Owner”). 
 

Under the Amended Project, Current Owner proposes to lease a portion of the Original Disposition 
Area consisting of Block 2724, part of Lot 5 (Tentative Lot 220) (“Parcel A”) and the entirety of Block 
2724, Lot 103 (“Parcel B,” and together with Parcel A, collectively, the “New Project Area”) to Fox-
Simpson Housing Development Fund Corporation and PRC Fox Street LLC or an affiliate (collectively, 
“Lessee”), pursuant to a 99-year lease.  Lessee will construct two buildings consisting of 
approximately 199 residential units of housing for low income families.  One building, on Parcel A, will 
be 8 stories and will provide approximately 119 rental units, one superintendent unit and parking for 
25 cars, and the second building, on Parcel B, will be 6 stories and will provide approximately 80 
rental units. 
 

Under the Amended Project, Lessee will enter into a regulatory agreement providing that (i) 50% of 
the units will be rented to families and individuals whose incomes do not exceed approximately 40% 
of area median income (“AMI”) and (ii) 50% of the units will be rented to families and individuals whose 
incomes do not exceed approximately 100% of AMI. 
 

The proposed Amended Land Disposition Agreement is available for public examination at the office 
of HPD, 100 Gold Street, Room 5A1, New York, New York on business days during business hours.  
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a public hearing will be held on December 7, 2016 at 1 Centre Street, 
Manhattan at 10:00 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached on the calendar, at 
which time and place those wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning 
the proposed leasing of the New Project Area pursuant to Section 695(2)(b) of the General Municipal 
Law and Section 1802(6)(j) of the Charter. 
 

Individuals requesting sign language interpreters should contact the Mayor's Office Of Contract 
Services, Public Hearings Unit, 253 Broadway, Room 915, New York, New York 10007, (212) 788-
7490, no later than five (5) business days prior to the public hearing.  TDD users should call Verizon 
relay services. 
 
�     
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PUBLIC NOTICE
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From left to right: Nathan Radcliffe, M.D., Estela Ogiste, M.D., Ph.D., Jerome Levy, M.D., F.A.C.S., 
Fiona Pathay, M.D., Damon Pettinelli, M.D., Jaclyn Bruno, O.D, Isayas Tekie, O.D. and Maayan Keshet, M.D. 

 
 

Our Board-Certified Ophthalmologists perform thousands of cataract 
and other ophthalmic surgical and laser procedures a year! 

 

1101 Pelham Parkway North 
Bronx, NY 10469 
718-519-1000 

nyeye.com 
 
 

On-site Medicare-certified, same-day surgery  center 

Ambulatory Surgery Center 
of Greater New York, LLC 

  
First in the 

Bronx to offer 
advanced Laser 

Cataract 
Surgery! 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
HRC is called
on the carpet

(The folowing letter was 
sent to Gov. Cuomo.) 

Dear Governor Cuomo: 
On behalfof our constitu-

ents who live in Jamie Tow-
ers, a 624-unit affordable 
Mitchell-Lama co-op located 
at 633 Olmstead Avenue in 
Bronx County. we are asking 
for your intervention with the 
NYS Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal (14CR). 
On the evening of Friday, No-
vember 4 we paiticipated in a 
meeting attended by some 200 
Jamie Towers shareholders 
concerning the Preliminary 
Determination of Carrying 
Charges Increase. 

We are asking you to in-
tervene in order to determine 
the following: (1) Why are car-
rying charge increases tak-
ing place if HCR has not ap-
proved those increases; (2) If 
in fact, HCR did approve those 
increases, why did HCR fail to 
inform each shareholder, in 
writing; (3) If the treatment 
HCR has given to this develop-
ment of largely African-Amer-
ican and Hispanic residents 
the same treatment given to 
other communities under its 
purview. 

The Janue Towers share-
holders are facing both a fi -
nancial and a management 
crisis. We are now calling on 
you to intervene in this criti-
cal situation. Thank you for 
your attention to this urgent 
matter, and we look forward to 
your reply. 

Senator Rev. Ruben Diaz, 

Assemblyman  Luis 

Sepulveda 

Dangerous
demagogue
Dear editor,
Judging from several re-

cent letters praising Mr. 
Trump it seems that some 
Bronxites are willing to over-
look his many shortcom-
ings, simply because he is 
a not a conventional politi-
cian.  Those who have praised 
Trump probably feel that they 
have nothing to fear from his 
upcoming presidency. These 
folks may feel that they can af-
ford to overlook Trump’s sex-
ism, xenophobia, racism and 
ignorance.  His numerous out-
rageous statements and out-
right falsehoods would doom 

the campaign of a conven-
tional politician, but to those 
seeking change it did not mat-
ter.  

Trump has chosen as his 
advisors and nominees for 
cabinet posts an assortment 
of truly frightening fi gures, 
devoted to turning back the 
clock to the 1950s, when non-
whites and women “knew 
their place”, racism and sex-
ism were not readily chal-
lenged, environmental and 
consumer protections were 
non-existent and corporations 
were unchecked in their re-
lentless pursuit of bigger prof-
its.  This is the ‘great’ America 
that Trump aspires to recre-
ate.   

Sadly, this scenario appeals 
to many Americans, espe-
cially those who feel unthreat-
ened by Trumpism.  Hope-
fully, buyer’s remorse will set 
in soon and current support-
ers will turn away from this 
dangerous demagogue.

Pasqual Pelosi

Happy birthday
New York Post

Dear editor,
Happy 215th Anniversary 

New York Post.  Until the 1960s, 
most citizens received their 
news from newspapers, as op-
posed to television news. These 
broadcasts would be primarily 
local news, sports and weather, 
seldom more than 30 minutes. 
Technology and budgets were 
not readily available to send out 
reporters for remote coverage 
for national or international 
stories. Readers could select 
from morning, midday and late 
afternoon editions, available at 
thousands of newsstands. To-
day there are fewer newspapers 
left.

How fortunate that we live 
in one of the few remaining 
free societies, with a wealth of 
information sources available.  
Most American cities and sub-
urbs are down to one local daily 
or weekly newspaper.  Newspa-
pers and magazines have to deal 
with increasing costs for news-
print, delivery and distribution 
along with reduced advertising 
revenues and declining reader-
ship due to competition from 
the Internet and other new in-
formation sources.

In the marketplace of ideas, 
let us hope there continues to 
be room for the remaining sur-
vivors including our own New 
York Post.

Larry Penner

Marina del Rey
is wonderful

Dear editor,
On behalf of the Auxil-

iary of the Sisters Servants of 
Mary we wish to give a special 
thank you to: everyone who 
attended our yearly luncheon 
on November 6 at the Marina 
del Rey; all who supported 
the sisters by taking an ad in 
the journal, took chances and 
made donations; the Bronx 
Times Reporter for their con-
tinued support and beautiful 
ad in their paper; and Bruce 
Eagel and Marcy Kahn our 
honorees. 

And the continued support 
of the Randazzo family, that 
started with Annie. By her ex-
ample her son Sal followed in 
her footsteps. 

He then passed this gen-
erosity on to Carl and the en-
tire Randazzo family and staff 
at the Marina del Rey. Joseph 
Savino accepted the plaque 
the sisters were going to give 
Sal at our fi rst golf outing last 
May, but Sal was to ill to at-
tend. Savino talked about Sal 
and then reassured the sisters 
and all who attended that the 
Marina will continue their 
support and that “the Marina 
is here to stay.”     

Our next luncheon is on 
October 29, 2017 and the next 
golf outing is May 15, 2017.

If you were unable to at-
tend and would like to send 
the sister a donation or speak 
to them about their ministries 
they can be reached at: 3305 
Country Club Road, Bronx, 
NY, 10465-1296 or by phone at 
(718) 829-0428

Cathy Praino 

Auxiliary President

Caption
correction

Dear editor,
Regarding your coverage 

of Veterans Day, (Veterans 

Congratulations
to Mr. Trump

(To Presdent-Elect Donald 
Trump.)

Dear President-Elect 

Trump,
As a New York State Sena-

tor and as the president of the 
New York Hispanic Clergy 
Organization, which is com-
prised of 150 Hispanic minis-
ters, I would like to congratu-
late you on your victory. Our 
pastors and churches applaud 
your pro-life and traditional 
values, your promise to ap-
point people to the United 
States Supreme Court who 
have conservative values, and 
your promise to allow pastors 
to speak about matters of faith 
without the fear of retaliation 
or retribution by our govern-
ment. 

It is uplifting to see your 
efforts to unify this nation by 
inviting people who disagree 
with you and who outwardly 
opposed your candidacy to 
meet with you, allowing peo-
ple from all walks of life all to 
be heard. 

You will be in the prayers 
of our ministers and churches, 
praying that the Lord will 
bless you with the wisdom 
and fortitude to serve nobly 
and faithfully as the President 
of the United States of Amer-
ica, and that you will treat 
the needs of our children, se-
nior citizens, veterans, immi-
grants, poor and needy fami-
lies with compassion. 

Senator Rev. Ruben Diaz

Day Ceremony Held At Van 
Nest Memorial Park, Novem-
ber 18) the caption of the photo 
on the right side of the article 
was labeled incorrectly with 
Tom Vasti’s name. 

It should have stated Ernest 
Morales (l) proudly accepted 
his award from Richard Vi-
tacco, East Bronx History Fo-
rum president.
Richard Vitacco, president

East Bronx History Forum

Letters to the editor are welcome from all readers. They should 
be addressed care of this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, 
NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, 
including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and with 
a verifi able address and telephone number included. Note that 
the  address and telephone number  will NOT be published and 
the name will be published or withheld upon request. No un-
signed letters can be accepted for publication. The editor re-
serves the right to edit all submissions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
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Sunday, December 11th
11:30am to 3:30pm

Adults - $32.95 • Children under 12 - $19.00 • Plus tax & gratuity
Unlimited Champagne • Mimos • Bellini • Bloody Mary • Juice • Soda

Made to Order Omelette & Waffl e Station • Scrambled Eggs • Bacon
French Toast with Strawberries • Sausage, Homefries • Fresh Mixed Vegetables

Salads • Cold Antipasta • Fresh & Aged Cheeses • Shrimp Cocktail • Clams on the 
Half Shell • Mussels Marinara • Norwegian Salmon • Chef’s Selection of Chicken, 
Steak, Pasta & Veal, Eggplant Rollatini • Carving Station • Fresh Baked Muffi ns

• Bagels • Rolls • Croissants • Fresh Fruits • Dessert Station • Coffee • Tea

718-892-3830
900 Morris Park Avenue

Bronx, NY 10462
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERT

Kinobe and Jaja
Saturday, December 3 at 2:30 PM
The acoustic duo of Uganda-born Kinobe and 
Democratic Republic of the Congo native Jaja makes 
music that celebrates community and family. 

Bronx Library Center
310 East Kingsbridge Road (at Briggs Avenue) 
Bronx
nypl.org | 718-579-4244
4 D | Bus: Bx1, Bx2

Lead support for Neighborhood Concerts   
is provided by the Howard Gilman Foundation.

Public support for Neighborhood Concerts is provided by New York City Council 
Member Helen Rosenthal.

Free!

Weill Music Institute

Free concerts in all five boroughs!
carnegiehall.org/NeighborhoodConcerts

Weill Music Institute

A 72-year-old man was fatally struck by a motorist at the intersection of Nereid and Richard-
son avenues. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The NYPD is asking for the pub-

lic’s assistance locating an individ-
ual who killed an elderly Wakefi eld 
man in a hit-and-run incident the 
morning of Thursday, November 17. 

Orlando Savino, 72, of Furman Av-
enue was struck by a sedan at around 
10:30 a.m. while crossing Nereid Ave-
nue at the intersection of Richardson 
Avenue.  

Savino suffered injuries to the 
torso area and was found uncon-
scious and unresponsive by respond-
ing police.

He was was taken to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center for treatment but was later 
pronounced dead. 

No memorial or funeral arrange-
ments were made available at press 
time. 

Security video obtained at the 
scene by police show the operator of 
a black Ford Fusion travelling south-
bound on Richardson Avenue and 

then turn left onto eastbound Nereid 
Avenue, when he struck Savino. 

The driver fl ed the scene east-
bound on Nereid Avenue, police said.

The four-door vehicle police are 
searching for had no front license 
plate and a paper temporary plate af-
fi xed to the rear license plate holder, 
according to police.

Following the incident the NYPD 
placed a fl ashing sign at the busy in-
tersection asking for help locating 
the driver involved in the fatal acci-
dent. 

 Anyone with information regard-
ing this incident is asked to call the 
NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
(800) 577-TIPS (8477) or (888) 57-PISTA 
(74782) for Spanish. 

Witnesses can also  submit tips on 
the Crime Stoppers website at www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com or by tex-
ting their tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then enter TIP577. All calls are con-
fi dential.

Police seek tips in 
fatal Wakefi eld hit-
and-run accident

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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RENAISSANCE
home health care

R

adult day services

A Fresh Approach to Home Care & Adult Day Services

IN THE MEDALLIANCE BUILDING | FIRST FLOOR 
625 EAST FORDHAM ROAD | BRONX, NY 10458

718.649.3670 EXT. 4803

Free Health Management Education
Join Us for a Free Signature Smoothie and 

learn how to manage your health!

WEEK ONE
Nov. 14, 16 ~Reduce Your Stress ~ “Stressilicious” Smoothie

WEEK TWO
Nov. 21, 22, 23 ~ Street Safety ~ Don’t be a Victim

“Pumpkin” Smoothie
WEEK THREE

Nov. 29, Dec. 1 ~ Feeling Confused? ~ 
Learn the difference between Alzheimers & Dementia

“Brain Booster” Smoothie
WEEK FOUR

Dec. 5, 8 “It’s not WHAT you eat, it’s your PORTION” 
“Gingerbread” Smoothie

WEEK FIVE
Dec. 13, 15 ~ Maintain a Healthy Heart so it Won’t Fall Apart

“Peppermint Pump” Smoothie

Each Week from 9 AM until 12 PM 

Winter
 Coat D

riv
e

Nov. 7
~Dec.

 7

 & Toy Driv
e

Nov. 7
~Dec.

 15

DROP O
FF LOCATIO

N:

787 EAST 156TH STREET | B
RONX, N

Y 10455
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We’ve just been through what has been the most divisive,
exhausting, and unsettling presidential election in our
lifetime. Many people – especially immigrants – are

apprehensive or even terrified. Anti-Black, anti-Muslim, and anti-
Semitic incidents are happening online, in schools, and workplaces,
and on the streets with more frequency. Swastikas and Nazi graffiti
have appeared on more college campuses and storefronts. The
entire world is worried. 

We are facing incredible challenges, but we cannot succumb to
pessimism or despair. If we do, the worst of what this election has
unleashed will be normalized and grow in power. Instead, we must
recommit ourselves to strengthening our movement for social and
economic justice and defeating the forces of hatred and bigotry in
our society. 

It will take hard work, meaningful dialogue, and sustained
action to build a country that is fairer and better for all working
people, especially those who have been left behind and harmed by
globalization and the current economic order. Many immigrant
workers, white workers, women and people of color feel trapped in
an economy that fails them and only seems to reward those at the
very top.

Yet too often working people today who share common interests
but come from different backgrounds speak past each other, not to
each other. We must bring working people together across their
differences and help them understand their common interests and
why it’s so crucial to fight and organize as a unified twenty-first
century labor movement. And we have to press our political leaders
and representatives – not only Republicans but also Democrats –
that they must improve economic fairness, close the widening
economic gap, improve the job prospects of working people, and
make it easier for unions to organize so they can represent their
members in the halls of power and influence.

We have done it before, and now we must now do it again. 
None of us have all the answers. But we do know that it is a

different era, and there are both new challenges and new opportunities
for connection that didn’t exist in previous decades.

Together, we must create new ways of bringing working people
together, and new ways of showing those who may be misguided,
angry, and misinformed that racism and prejudice are not the way
forward, that a growing economic gap is not the way forward. We
must transform and rebuild our country from within and bring all
communities into a larger progressive movement that lifts up all
working people: A larger progressive movement that takes the
energy and learns the lessons from the Occupy Movement and Black
Lives Matter and the Sanders campaign and the
Fight for Fifteen. A larger progressive
movement that is inclusive and diverse.

And we must remind ourselves over
and over again what Dr. King so eloquently
taught us: The arc of the moral universe is
long, but it bends towards justice.

www.rwdsu.org

Our Perspective
Moving Forward  
By Stuart Appelbaum, President, 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union,
RWDSU, UFCW

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community residents concerned 

about a dangerous intersection are 
mobilizing to ask the city for traffi c 
controls. 

The intersection of Bronx Park East 
at Waring Avenue, often used by chil-
dren to access Waring Playground, is 
dangerous and in need of some kind of 
traffi c controls, local leaders said. 

An effort by some in the Bronx 
Park East community who are calling 
on NYC Department of Transportation 
to install a three-way stop or a street-
light got a boost from Councilman 
Ritchie Torres, who mobilized a rally 
on Wednesday, November 2 to call at-
tention to the situation.

“My offi ce is partnering with the 
Bronx Park East Community Associ-
ation to call for some traffi c calming 
measure at the intersection of Bronx 
Park East and Waring,” said Torres. 
“We have been pleading with the DOT 
for three years, and for three years we 
have been largely ignored.” 

A request is currently pending 
with DOT, but previous ones have been 
turned down, said Torres. 

The councilman said that the park 
and its playground, along with a soon-
to-be opened gate to the New York Bo-
tanical Garden and nearby P.S. 96, are 
producers of pedestrian traffi c, and 
that this warrants consideration by 
DOT. 

“We are relentless in demanding 
safety for our neighborhood,” he said. 

BPECA co-leader Raphael Sch-
weizer said that two traffi c studies 
were requested of DOT in 2012 and 2014, 
but neither request led to changes. 

Several things are of concern at 
the crossing: lack of crosswalk mark-

ings, a very wide street, diagonally- 
parked cars on one side and a road that 
is prone to speeding drivers, said Sch-
weizer. 

“Cars speed and they (often) don’t 
stop when people are crossing,” he 
said, adding “Pedestrians fear for 
their lives because they have nowhere 
to go, in the middle of this wide street, 
if cars speed.” 

Schweizer thanked DOT for all that 
it has done to improve traffi c safety 
overall in the Community Board 11 
service area, but said that in this case, 
something needs to be done. 

“This intersection is in dire needs 
of traffi c controls, and a traffi c light 
would be most benefi cial to motorists 
and pedestrians,” he said.  

Lisa Perrine, a Bronx Park East 
resident who crosses the roadways 
with her twins in an extra-long baby 
carriage, said she has serious safety 
concerns. 

“The traffi c is fast, especially at the 
end of the work day,” said Perrine. 

Since Bronx Park East is not all 
that heavily traffi cked, Schweizer said 
he believes that the street is a good 
candidate for a ‘road diet,’ which is a 
reduction of travel lanes. 

The current two lanes in each di-
rection could be reduced to one in 
each direction, he believes, with bi-
cycle lanes added to complement the 
street. 

A spokeswoman for DOT said they 
are aware of community concerns at 
the intersection. 

“We have received one request 
from the community regarding pos-
sible traffi c signals and are currently 
conducting a study,” stated the spokes-
woman in an email. 

Torres: Traffi c controls for 
Bronx Park East & Waring 

Councilman Torres (front, c) and Bronx Park East residents petitioned DOT for a traffi c light, 
pedestrian crosswalks and other traffi c calming measures near Waring Playground. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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The cat was 
fed ten times
today

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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We’re right beside you helping you get the 
most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to 
help you plan for your future. Come to one of 
our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health 
workshops. You’ll get unbiased information 
to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if 
you’re wondering what’s next for you, join us for 
a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give 
you tools and advice to help you navigate life 
transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when 
you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442
or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS THE 
FIVE BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny
Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community leaders cautioned 

against a rush to judgment concern-
ing allegations about a well-liked po-
lice precinct commanding offi cer. 

Deputy Inspector Keith Walton was 
relieved of his command at the 49th 
Precinct as of Wednesday, November 
16 amid allegations of unwanted ad-
vancements on a female subordinate 
in his offi ce. 

He had been precinct’s command-
ing offi cer since July 2015. 

Walton was criminally charged, ac-
cording to a complaint report, after be-
ing arrested on Friday, November 18. 

He is charged with two counts of 
sexual abuse, as well as forcible touch-
ing, harassment and offi cial miscon-
duct. One of the counts is a felony 
charge. 

According to the complaint report, 
the incident allegedly occurred at 
about 1:15 p.m. on Sunday, November 6 
where Walton is said to have pulled the 
woman’s hair, attempted to kiss her, 
put his hand on her crotch over her 

49th Pct. CO removed 
amid sex allegations

clothes and attempted to put her hand 
on his penis over his clothes. 

Walton is currently suspended 
without pay, according to the NYPD.  

Captain Thomas Alps, who comes 
to the 49th Precinct from the 40th Pre-
cinct, is the new commanding offi cer 
as of Thursday, November 17, accord-
ing to police.  

Community leaders, many of who 
had only words of praise in terms 
of Walton’s police work, cautioned 
against jumping to conclusions about 
the inspector. 

Joe Thompson, 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council president, said that 
during Walton’s time at the precinct 
he engaged youth, talked frankly with 
community leaders, and assigned offi -
cers to troubled housing developments 
to reduce shootings. 

“He made his meetings, he acted 
on requests from the community, and 
from a policing standpoint, there are 
no complaints from the community,” 
said Thompson, 

Thompson said that Walton made 

outreach to youth a priority in order 
to forge bonds between young people 
and cops. 

He refused to make judgments 
about the alleged incident. 

Thompson added that he thought 
Walton’s removal was a sign of a thor-
ough internal NYPD investigation. 

Tony Signorile, Morris Park Com-
munity Association president, said 
that he thought of Walton as a family 
man who was dedicated to his children 
and to the community. 

“To me, he is not guilty until he is 
proven guilty,” said Signorile of Wal-
ton, adding that he would continue 
to work with the inspector if he was 
cleared of the charges.  

Kay Cardona, 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council secretary, said that 
Walton helped start a go-fund-me page 
for a child whose mother was killed by 
her boyfriend. 

She said that the inspector con-
veyed integrity and seemed to be a 
good family who was an “upright per-
son.” 

She indicated that Walton was pro-
fessional and showed a high degree of 
skill in his work. 

It is typical in the NYPD for a supe-
rior to be removed pending an inves-
tigation of this kind, and that usually 
the person making the complaint is 
kept in place to avoid the appearance 
of punishing the victim, sources said.  

His removal from the command is 
no indication of his guilt, but is sim-
ply department policy, according to 
sources. 

Keith Walton, well-liked by the communities 
he served, was relieved of his command of 
the 49th Precinct.
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WE KNOW THE MOMENTS… 
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A highly-sought after mixed-use 

property in Pelham Bay has been sold 
for potential retail and residential de-
velopment.

On Wednesday, November 16, the 
Hampshire Companies, a full service, 
private real estate investment fi rm, an-
nounced the sale of the 76,529 square 
foot Pelham Bay Professional Center 
to Rester USA, LP.

Rester Management is a real estate 
fi rm owning, developing and manag-
ing offi ce and residential properties 
primarily in the greater Montreal 
area.

Rester Management’s portfolio ex-
ceeds one million square feet of down-
town Montreal offi ce space as well as 
residential, commercial and indus-
trial properties in eastern and west-
ern Canada and the United States.

Rester USA, LP is a company ran by 
Ira Sax with Canadian investors cur-
rently developing projects in Harlem, 
Brooklyn and Manhattan.

The Pelham Bay-based multi-ten-
ant mixed use retail and medical offi ce 
property anchored by CVS Pharmacy, 
Dunkin Donuts/Baskin Robbins and 
Subway is Rester USA, LP’s fi rst Bronx 
project.

“We have a couple of different vi-
sions for this property,” said Sax.

The sale provides Rester USA, LP 
with additional retail and potential 
resident development opportunities 
along Bruckner Boulevard.

The two-story property situated on 
1.77 acres at the corner of Bruckner 
Boulevard and Westchester Avenue 
boasts 300 feet of frontage on Bruckner 
Boulevard and 418 feet on Westchester 
Avenue along with 92 above ground 
parking spots.

Pelham Bay Professional Center is 
73% occupied by retail and medical 
tenants including Industrial Medicine 
Associates; New PrimeCare; Univer-
sal Physical Therapy; Doshi Diagnos-
tics Imaging; Bronx Ear, Nose and 

Throat Associates; Advanced Derma-
tology Associates and Surgicare Am-
bulatory Center.

“Pelham Bay Professional Center 
sits in the middle of a strong real es-
tate market with excellent demograph-
ics and amenities,” explained Derek 
Gardella, Hampshire Companies port-
folio manager. “The property is poised 
for expanded mixed-use development 
and redevelopment.”

Gardella added, “the location, 
transit options and density of the sur-
rounding neighborhood make this an 
extremely attractive near-term value-
add opportunity with additional poten-
tial retail and resident development on 
site.”

The property’s proximity to Mon-
tefi ore Hutchinson Campus, Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine, Jacobi 
Medical Center, Calvary Hospital and 
Montefi ore Westchester Square Hospi-
tal make it an in-demand location for 
medical tenants and retail clients.

The possible conversion of medi-
cal suites to retail space along the 418 
feet of frontage on Westchester Avenue 
could make it the fi nest retail location 
in the area.

The potential also exists to con-
struct a mixed-use, transit-oriented 
retail and residential property on this 
parcel.

Since acquiring the Pelham Bay 
Professional Center in 2007, the Hamp-
shire Companies has optimized its 
value while positioning it for sale to 
execute its investment strategy, said 
Igor Derbaremdiker, Hampshire Com-
panies director of dispositions. 

“At Hampshire, we pride ourselves 
on our ability to acquire and reposi-
tion under-utilized assets for sale in 
growing markets,” expressed Derba-
remdiker. “This location fi ts within 
that strategy and we recognized that 
the time to sell was now.”

“We hope to meet with them one 
day to discuss what they plan for the 
location,” Martin Prince, Community 
Board 10 chairman.

Rester USA, LP purchases 
Pelham Bay Professional Ctr.

Pelham Bay Professional Center on 3250 Westchester Avenue has been sold to Rester USA, 
LP. Photo courtesy of R&J Strategic Communications
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The fi ght to get sound abatement 

at Rodman’s Neck, a confl ict about 
noise pollution going on for a genera-
tion, continues. 

At least 165 signatures were col-
lected in a matter of days at commu-
nity meetings and through Change.
org calling on Mayor de Blasio and 
the New York City Council to install 
sound baffl es, even if they are tempo-
rary, at the police fi ring range next to 
Pelham Bay Park. 

Both the 45th Precinct Commu-
nity Council and the City Island 
Civic Association support the peti-
tion, said John Doyle, a board mem-
ber of both organizations.

He said he created the Change.
org petition and added that he gath-
ered additional signatures at a Coun-
try Club Civic Association meeting 
on Wednesday, November 16 and at a 
Community Board 10 meeting the fol-
lowing evening. 

“This is a regional issue,” said 
Doyle, who explained that he has col-
lected signatures from Country Club, 
Co-op City and Pelham Bay. “I’m 
hopeful that the more signatures 
that we get…the more they will know 
that this is a priority.” 

With the mayor pledging some 
relief at a Throggs Neck town hall 
meeting in August and up for re-elec-
tion in 2017, Doyle said that he be-

Locals to NYPD: Baffl e Rodman’s Neck sound temporarily
lieves that it is the right time to press 
the issue.

A pledge to study sound abatement 
was made to the state legislature by 
Mayor Dinkins in writing in 1993, ac-
cording to documents.   

Organization members started the 
petition after a meeting with NYPD 
offi cials about the range’s future in 
early November, sources at the CICA 
said.  

Community leaders were recently 
told by NYPD offi cials that there 
would not be sound abatement for at 
least fi ve years, and the funding was 
not necessarily guaranteed to be part 
of the city’s capital budget or to re-
main in it, said Barbara Dolensek, 
CICA vice-president. 

“They are not dealing with the 
situation, which has really become 
insufferable lately,” she said, adding 
the CICA would like to apply pres-
sure to NYPD to get sound attenua-
tion sooner. 

She said that there were many lev-
els of anger about the noise, she said, 
adding that she believes temporary 
improvements can be made. 

“At the moment, I am looking into 
temporary baffl ing as an inexpen-
sive, quick way to eliminate much of 
the noise, “ said Dolensek. “I am also 
looking into getting the state and 
federal government to chip in with 
(funding).”

While City Island is closer to the 
range, Spencer Estate does get some 
noise from the facility under cer-
tain atmospheric conditions, said Al 
Carena, president of the Spencer Es-
tate Civic Association. 

“I think sound barriers would be 
the most reasonable thing that would 
be done,” said Carena. “To me that 
would be something that would alle-
viate some of the issues.” 

Carena said that the NYPD had 
minimized the hours in which pistol 
practice takes place, and that he be-
lieves having the range at Rodman’s 
Neck, putting aside the sound issues, 
is a good thing. 

However, the effort to baffl e the 
range would not quiet the periodic 
explosions at the range when the 
NYPD’s Bomb Squad sets off its con-
trolled detonations .

To see the petition on Change.org, 
visit: www.change.org/p/bill-de-bla-
sio-sound-proof-the-shooting-range-
at-rodman-s-neck. 

(Right) A new online petition seeks tempo-
rary sound baffl ing at Rodman’s Neck even 
before the facility is upgraded. Access to the 
NYPD facility is restricted. 
 Community News Group/Patrick Rocchio



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 25-DECEMBER 1, 2016 21  BTR

Legendary's Dining Room NOW OPEN
$5 Bar Sandwiches all Day    $7 Lunch Specials Everyday

Full Dining Room Menu Always Available

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun

Pints & Bottles 
Domestics $3  Imports $4

Well Drinks $4 

Apple, Dirty & Expresso Martinis $5

Legendary Bar and Grill    
3513 East Tremont Ave, Bronx, NY 10465

 718-822-0100
 Open Hours: 11:30 - 4:00am

Sunday Football
Beef Nachos $5 

Cheese Burger & Fries 
FREE HOT DOGS 

Monday 

50¢ Jumbo Wings All Day
 

12am - 2am FREE Buffet
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.
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VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start HcG  
Weight Loss Program

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 

OUR CLEAN START 
PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
GET READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local organization and a family of 

community activists partnered up to 
host an annual giveaway event.

On Monday, November 21, Arch-
Care at Home, formerly known as the 
Dominican Sisters Family Health Ser-
vice, collaborated with real estate busi-
nessman and community activist Joel 
Fishman and his family to host the 
33rd Community Turkey Giveaway to 
feed needy local residents in prepara-
tion for Thanksgiving.

The Turkey Giveaway was held in 
front of the ArchCare at Home facility 
on 279 Alexander Avenue, where thou-
sands of south Bronx residents lined up 
to receive a free turkey so they would 
be able to enjoy a hot meal at home on 
Thanksgiving day.

The line, which mostly consisted 
of residents from Mott Haven, began 
in front of the facility and continued 
northbound on Alexander Avenue. 
Upwards of 30 to 40 volunteers from 
ArchCare at Home participated in the 
event, along with community liaisons 
from the 40th Precinct.

In total, over 2,000 turkeys were 
distributed to residents in need, in the 
poorest congressional district in the 
United States.

“The closer and closer it gets to 
Thanksgiving, the harder and harder 
it is to purchase a turkey,” said Joel, 
who added that the Monday before 
Thanksgiving is usually the busiest 
turkey distribution day of the year. 

Joel said that, in order to properly 
prepare for this event, he had to pur-
chase most of the turkeys nearly a 
year in advance. He noted that some 
residents had been waiting on the line 
since 3 a.m. that morning.

He also said that he received dona-
tions from contacts in over 30 states, 
donations which were allocated to-
wards the event before he made up the 
cost difference of the purchased tur-
keys.

Fishman, originally a Brooklyn 
resident, pursued a career in real es-

tate until his retirement, after spend-
ing the fi rst 14 years of his life at Kings 
County Hospital suffering from Klip-
pel-Trenaunay syndrome, a condition 
which greatly affected the use of one 
of his legs. Since then, he has always 
found a way to give back.

“I always fi nd myself coming back 
year after year - and how do you stop?” 
asked Joel. “Everybody is entitled to 
celebrate a proper Thanksgiving.”

“I am very proud to be a part of this 
giveaway each year,” said Dena Fish-
man-Roth, Joel Fishman’s daughter. 
“It’s a wonderful feeling to participate 
in an event that has helped contribute 
to the community for so many years.”

“Each year, I am so surprised to 
see how many people actually show 
up to this giveaway,” said Matthew 
Roth, Joel Fishman’s grandson, who 
Joel says will carry on the same tra-
dition with his other grandchildren 
when they are old enough. “It makes 
me happy to know we are helping peo-
ple in need and I’m proud to help my 
grandfather give back to the commu-
nity.”

“The notion here is helping and 
serving communities who need it the 
most - and putting that mission into 
action,” said Mary Zagajeski, presi-
dent and CEO of ArchCare at Home, 
who said that a culinary institute as-
sociated with her organization also do-
nates 150 turkey dinners to families in 
Suffolk County each year. 

ArchCare at Home delivers compre-
hensive home healthcare and similar 
services, including in-home nursing 
care, rehabilitative therapies, home 
health aides, pastoral care and ma-
ternal/child health, along with a wide 
range of social services and commu-
nity-based programs for people with 
specialized health needs and seniors. 
Up until this year, the organization 
was known as the Dominican Sisters 
Family Health Service, when it part-
nered with the healthcare system of 
the Archdiocese of New York.

Bronx activist and health care 
agency hold Turkey Giveaway

Joel Fishman and his family; Dena Fishman-Roth, Sherry, Joanna, Jonah, Aidan, and Sky 
Fishman, Matthew and Alex Roth. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BEER CRAZED MONDAYS-> 1-6pm
$1 OFF ANY BEER 

$2 SLIDERS (BEEF OR PORK, MINIMUM OF 3) 
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 

 

TEQUILA TUESDAYS -> 4-7pm 
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES 

$1 OFF NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS 
$6- GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS 

$5- QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili) 
 

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$4 GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

RED OR WHITE SANGRIA - $7 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$3 WELL DRINKS 

$5 MARTINIS 
$5 COSMOS 

$4 IMPORTED PINTS (GUINESS $5) 
$4 IMPORTED BOTTLES 

 $5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 
$5 NACHOS 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS-> 4-8pm 
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS 

$1 OFF ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS 
$3.00 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guinness $5) 

$3.50 DOMESTIC BOTTLES - $4.00 IMPORTED BOTTLES 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

Delivery Service 
Available 10

PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

The Wicked Wolf
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

NEW CHAPTER SOLGAR NATURES WAY

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 11/30/16

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Assemblyman Marcos Cre-

spo visited the Stop $ Shop Su-
permarket on East 174th Street 
last week to celebrate the store’s 
donation of 2,300 frozen turkeys 
to needy Bronx families.

A dozen fourth and fi fth-
graders from the nearby St. 
Thomas Aquinas School joined 
Crespo and representatives 
from Food Bank of New York 
on Thursday, November 17 as 
an 18-wheeler truck was loaded 
with holiday birds destined for 
fi ve Bronx food pantries: Ev-
ery Day Is A Miracle, Bronx 
Bethany Community Corpora-
tion, Heavenly Vision, Power 
Praise and Deliverance Inc., 
and Muslim Women’s Institute 
for Research and Development. 
The turkeys will be distributed 
through the  holidays.

Crespo said he knew how 
important food was, as his own 
family struggled with poverty 
when he was growing up. He 
said the fi ght against hunger 
was ongoing.

“Food insecurity, hunger 
and poverty don’t care what 
color, nationality or race, eth-
nicity or religion you are,” Cre-
spo said. “Whether you live in 

Stop & Stop earmarks turkeys for food banks
the city or upstate New York, 
it doesn’t care. It affects all of 
us.”

By no means are we going 
to solve hunger today with this 
donation, but what this does is 
two things that are very impor-
tant: 

The turkeys were donated 
by the Stop & Shop supermar-
ket chain as part of their Tur-
key Express program, which 
delivers over 21,000 turkeys to 
charity programs across the 
northeast. 

Crespo Credited Stop $ Shop 
with being good neighbors and 
helping the community it prof-
ited from.

“We always talk about how 
our corporate citizens need to 
give back, and here is a com-
pany that is not only doing 
business in our community, 
not only providing goods and 
making profi ts, but is a partner 
that gives back,” he said.

Food Bank of New York’s 
Rachel Sabella said her organi-
zation provides approximately 
14.8 million free meals per 
year to member charities and 
schools in the Bronx, which ac-
counts for 24 percent of their 
citywide total. 

That number still doesn’t 
compensate for the 46.8 million 
meals she said borough resi-
dents miss each year. 

“Here in the Bronx we work 
with more than 150 programs 
throughout all corners of the 
Bronx,” Sabella said. 

Sabella said Crespo had 
fought to get state aid for food 
banks in the New York state, 
which her organization was 
thankful for.

Approximately 18 percent 
of Bronx residents are food in-
secure, 14 percent higher than 
the overall city rate of 16 per-
cent. 

That number goes hand in 
hand with the higher-than-av-
erage unemployment and pov-
erty rates in the borough. 

“The work they do, day in 
and day out, to fi ght hunger, to 
fi ght poverty,” Crespo said. “It 
really makes a world of differ-

ence in our state.”
The food bank encourages 

residents to donate, advocate 
and volunteer in the commu-
nity, and offers a list of ways 
to do so on their website, www.
foodbanknyc.org.

“People can volunteer to re-
pack meals or work at a soup 
kitchen, and obviously they 
can make food or monetary do-
nations to programs,” she said.

Assemblyman Marcos Crespo joined Food Bank For New York City’s Rachel Sabella and students from St. Thom-
as Aquinas School Nov. 17 to donate turkeys to Bronx food banks. The turkeys were donated by the Stop & Shop 
supermarket chain. Arthur Cusano
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Community members and 

borough offi cials gathered 
on Thursday, November 17 to 
break ground on the renova-
tion of two parks, Seabury and 
Lyons parks.

The Seabury Park green 
space was a popular hangout  
for children at the neighbor-
ing East Bronx Academy for 
the Future.

However, it had been in dis-
repair for years.

“We’re doing this for you,” 
NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver said to some 
of the East Bronx Academy 
students who attended the 
groundbreaking.

The changes to the park 
will include a new basketball 
court - with a color seal coat-
ing - and two basketball hoops 
at the back of the park.

In addition there will be 
new lighting, picnic tables, 
benches, volleyball posts, and 
permeable pavers.

John Dudley, district man-
ager for Community Board 3, 
was extremely pleased with 
the upcoming renovations.

“It gives them a sense of 
hope,” Dudley said of the ef-
fect the upgrades will have on 
the community. 

“It’s almost like if you get 
neglected to the point you don’t 
receive anything as a child...
there’s a sense of despair,” he 

Seabury and Lyons parks get fi xups 
as part of Community Parks Initiative 

continued. “So in a very real 
way the children that will be 
connected to this park will un-
derstand that despair does not 
always last.”

Chris Acosta, the park man-
ager at Seabury Park, said the 
renovations will be a big deal 
for the school next door, espe-
cially because of how the park 
used to look. 

According to Acosta, most 
of the park was unusable for 
the children who came to play 
there.

He said the students could 
only play with one basketball 
hoop near the entrance of the 
park. 

Acosta added that the 
ground was shifting, there 
were divots and also debris in 
the park.

Acosta said his staff had to 
do multiple fi xes to the park 
over many years.

“Now we fi nally have this,” 
he said of the new project. “We 
hope that this project fi nishes 
on time and we hope that the 
school and its students get the 
best use out of it.” 

The $833,000 in upgrades at 
Seabury park are apart of the 
larger Community Parks Ini-
tiative initiative from the city 
offi cials to fi x parks which 
have been neglected through-
out New York City.

Seabury Park, for example, 
had not received suffi cient at-

NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell Silver (4th from r) and Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa (2nd 
from r) joined community leaders in breaking ground for Seabury Park. Photo by Daniel Avila, NYC Parks

tention from the city in 27 
years.

Mayor de Blasio allocated 
$285 million for the Parks De-
partment to fi x these parks.

Earlier in the day, city of-
fi cials and community mem-
bers also broke ground at 
Lyons Playground in Hunts 
Point.

Lyons Playground will re-
ceive, $7,400,000 worth of reno-
vations. 

The fi xes include recon-
struction of the playground 

and multi-use area at the site 
as well as a new comfort sta-
tion.

In addition there will be 
ADA-accessible play equip-
ment, a spray shower, basket-
ball courts, park lighting, a 
picnic area, ping pong tables, 
and fi tness equipment. 

“Lyons Playground in 
Hunts Point/Longwood had 
been neglected for far too long 
leaving local children and 
families with little access to 
safe and fun public spaces to 

build memories around,” said 
Assemblyman Marcos A. Cre-
spo. “These much needed im-
provements yet again prove 
our commitment to all resi-
dents and the potential of the 
many beautiful open spaces in 
our great borough.”

The renovations at Seabury 
park are expected to be fi n-
ished by fall 2017 while Lyons 
Playground is supposed to be 
completed by early 2018.

NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell J. Silver takes a photo with children 
from the community and Assemblyman Marcos Crespo at a groundbreak-
ing for Lyons Playground.  Photo Couresty of NYC Parks Department

Helmets and shovels are set in preperation to break ground for new renovations at Lyons Playground. 
 Photo Courtesy of NYC Parks Department
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced more 
than $325 million in funding is available to help el-
derly and low- and moderate-income New Yorkers 
heat their homes this winter. Applications for the 
Home Energy Assistance Program will be accepted 
beginning Monday, November 14.

“No one should have to choose between putting 
food on the table and paying their heating bill,” 
Governor Cuomo said. “This critical program helps 
seniors and hard-working New Yorkers cover the 
high cost of heat during the cold winter months. I 
encourage those who are eligible to apply for this 
support and to stay warm and stay safe.”

Eligible households can receive a one-time ben-
efi t of up to $626, depending on income, household 
size and heating source. A family of four can have 
a household income of up to $53,076 annually, or 
$4,423 a month, and still qualify for help.

Last year 765,002 New York households received 
assistance from the federally-funded program. A 
breakdown of the number of households that re-
ceived assistance last winter, by region is below:

Anyone living outside of New York City can ap-
ply for a regular Home Energy Assistance benefi t 
online at myBenefi ts.ny.gov/. New York City resi-
dents can download the application here and mail 
it in.

The program is overseen by the New York State 
Offi ce of Temporary and Disability Assistance, but 
applications are accepted at local departments of so-
cial services.

Additionally, households may also qualify for an 
emergency benefi t if they are at risk of getting their 
heat shut off or running out of fuel. Applications 
for emergency benefi ts will be accepted beginning 
Tuesday, January 3, 2017. Anyone in need of emer-
gency assistance should contact their local depart-
ment of social services.

More information about the Home Energy As-
sistance Program is available at http://otda.ny.gov/
programs/heap/. 

Home heating assistance 
available  for eldery and 
low income New Yorkers

Assemblyman Michael R. Benedetto offi cially 
kicks off the holiday season in Throggs Neck with 
a Christmas tree lighting ceremony on Sunday, De-
cember 4, at 5 p.m.  The ceremony will take place at 
DeRosa and O’Boyle Triangle at the intersection of 
Tremont Avenue and Dewey Avenue. 

The event will be highlighted by a visit from 
Santa, who will be transported from the North Pole 
to the ceremony. The Throggs Neck Merchants As-
sociation will join the assemblyman at the festivi-
ties and distribute toys to the fi rst 600 children

Also adding to the enjoyment of the festivities 
will be Sister Anne Kelly and the St.  Benedict Chil-
dren’s Choir who will sing Christmas carols and 
lead spectators in a sing-a-long.

“This will be a delightful start to the holiday sea-
son, and I want to thank everyone who is working 
so hard to make it a success: Sister Anne and the 
St. Benedict’s Choir, the Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association, the NYC Parks Department and, of 
course, Santa Claus.  The entire community is in-
vited to attend, and I look forward to seeing every-
one,” concluded Benedetto.

Benedetto announces 
annual Throggs Neck 

Christmas tree lighting
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HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP) is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in HIP depends 
on contract renewal. HIP is an EmblemHealth company. Plans vary by county. Limitations, copayments 
and restrictions may apply. Benefi ts, premiums and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 
1 of each year. The formulary and pharmacy network may change at any time. You will receive notice 
when necessary. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. This information is not a 
complete description of benefi ts. Contact the plan for more information. EmblemHealth complies with 
applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak other languages, language assistance services, free of 
charge, are available to you. Call 1-800-546-0131 (TTY/TDD: 711). ATENCIÓN: Si usted habla español, tiene 
a su disposición, gratis, servicios de ayuda para idiomas. Llame al 1-800-546-0131 (TTY/TDD: 711). 注意：
如果您講中文，我們免費提 供相關的語言協助服務。請致電 1-800-546-0131 (TTY/TDD: 711). Healthways and 
SilverSneakers are registered trademarks of Healthways, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries. © 2016 Healthways, 
Inc. All rights reserved.

Come to a free seminar near you to fi nd out more.
EmblemHealth is holding seminars in your area where you can learn all about our new high-quality, 
aff ordable Medicare Advantage plans for 2017. They include $0 and low premium plans with 
$0 copays and $0 generic drugs.* Also new for 2017 — the SilverSneakers® Fitness program 
at no extra cost. 

Refreshments will be served. We’ll explain how easy it is to switch to an EmblemHealth plan. The 
seminars are free, with no obligation; but, if you like, you will be able to enroll right on the spot!

H3330_126546 Accepted 10/24/16

CALL 1-800-546-0131 TTY/TDD: 711
8 am to 8 pm, seven days a week

Call today to reserve your spot. Open Enrollment ends December 7. 

A salesperson will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of 
persons with special needs at sales meetings, call the number above. You can also contact 

us for additional plan and enrollment information.

Save with our new $0 and low 
premium Medicare Advantage plans!

Free Seminar!

Choose the seminar that’s most convenient for you:

*At preferred pharmacies.

Montefi ore Bronx East Center
2300 Westchester Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10462
November 29, 9 am to 11 am 
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(Above) Miguel Hernandez made sure the trains 
kept chugging along at the exhibit. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Left) A tree stump served as a tunnel at the highly 
imaginative holiday train show. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Right) Samayra Rios helped set up another train 
for the show. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Bottom left) G-scale locomotives, trolleys and 
freight trains traversed the expansive exhibit. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Left) A model train passed by a building 
constructed from bark, leaves and other 
natural materials. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Below) A G-scale model locomotive made 
its trek through a tunnel underneath a re-
markable recreation of Penn Station. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

A naturally crafted replica of the Stephen A. Schwarzman 
Building was a sight to behold. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

at the New York Botanical Gardenat the New York Botanical Garden

Celebrating its 25th year, the New York Botani-
cal Garden’s ‘Holiday Train Show’ keeps chug-
ging along. A special media preview on Monday, 
November 14 showcased G-scale model trains 
humming alongside replicas of iconic New 
York landmarks created from natural materials 
such as bark, twigs, seeds and pone cones by 
designer Paul Busse’s team at Applied Imagina-
tion. New replicas at this year’s exhibit include 
the Coney Island Cyclone and Coney Island’s 
Wonder Wheel, Luna Park Entry Gate, the Elek-
trum Tower and the Ed Koch Queensboro Bridge 
located inside the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory. 
The must-see holiday tradition is open to the 
public from Saturday, November 19 to Monday, 
January 16 For more information, visit www.
nybg.org/hts16.
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In honor of Veterans Day, the Bronx Ameri-
can Legion saluted our borough’s fallen 
World War I soldiers and veterans from other 
wars for the ‘11th Hour Ceremony’ on Friday, 
November 11 at the Winged Victory Memorial 
in Pelham Bay Park.m The emotional memo-
rial event featured a veteran salute to the 
fl ag and the playing of ‘Taps’ to pay respects 
to our nation’s brave warriors.

VETERANS 
HONORED AT 

WINGED VICTORY 
MEMORIAL

(l-r) Mary Visconti, Bronx County Auxiliary president; Tom Hansen, former Bronx County commander; Peter Del Debbio, Bronx County fi rst vice commander; Pat Devine, former Department 
NY vice commander and First District Rehabilitation chairman; retired Marines Corp lieutenant colonel Ron Watson; Tony Salimbene, Bronx County commander and Joe Goonan, Bronx 
County adjutant and moderator. Photo by Edwin Soto

Boys Scout of America / Cub Scout Bear honored our nation’s veterans on Veterans Day. Photo by Edwin Soto

There was a great deal of fun at the Throggs 
Neck Memorial American Legion Post 1456’s 
Penny Sale on Sunday, November 20 at 1456 
Shore Drive.

TN AL POST 1456 
HOSTS PENNY

SALE

Throggs Neck American Legion Penny Sale 
chairwomen (front, l-r) Brenda Faix and Rita 
Nardella with other sale organizers. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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COME ON 
IN AND ENJOY 

A PINT!

Catering For All Occasions...
Accepting Reservations For Parties Up To 40 People...

1729 Crosby Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461
(718) 822-8889  |  718-823-8889  |  718-239-2928

Taking Reservations, Walk-Ins Welcome, Good For Groups and Take Out 
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Drinks 

Come And Celebrate
Shamrock’s 20th Anniversary!

Saturday, December 10th
Drink Specials, Buffet and DJ

CELEBRATING OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY!

1729 Crosby Ave, Bronx, 
New York 10461
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Monte’s National Caregiver of the Year award winner

• Disability Resource Clearinghouse; NYBG $100,000 Grant

• Mosholu Monte Registration; Best Family Law Attorney Award

• Con Edison Reliability Award; Scholarships At Bronx House

It was recently announced that  
Randi Kaplan, LMSW, director and co-
founder, Arthur D. Emil Caregiver 

Support Center at Montefi ore, was 
named the recipient of  the Schwartz 
Center for Compassionate Health-
care 2016 National Caregiver of the 
Year Award. The Schwartz Center for 
Compassionate Healthcare is a na-
tional nonprofi t dedicated to nurtur-
ing patient-caregiver relationships to 
strengthen the human connection at 
the heart of healthcare.   Each year, 
the Schwartz Center nominates six 
healthcare professionals “Who make 
a profound difference through their 
unmatched dedication to compassion-
ate, collaborative care.”

 The Arthur D. Emil Caregiver 
Support Center at Montefi ore is the 
fi rst and only caregiver support cen-
ter in New York City that offers fam-
ilies and friends of patient’s emo-
tional support, practical assistance, 
and comfort as they provide care to a 
loved one. 

Through her work at the center, 
Randi takes great pride in train-
ing volunteers and staff members 
throughout the hospital to help pa-
tients and their families handle the 
stress, anxieties and challenges of 
providing care to a loved one. People 
often do not know how physically and 
emotionally challenging caring for a 
loved one can be and the Caregiver 
Support Center provides an environ-
ment where they can relax, gain a bet-
ter understanding of their own health 
and role they are playing in their 
loved one’s care. Randi and her team 
are passionate and supportive…. And 
they are wonderful listeners. They 
provide emotional support to caregiv-
ers in need while helping manage the 
practical complexities of life.  “The 
word I hear most about Randi from 
caregivers, patients and staff is an-
gel,” said a colleague. “Randi works 
with her heart – it is like having your 
oldest, most trusted friend next to you 
during your greatest time of need.”

 Since opening its doors in 2011, 
the center has recruited 30 volun-
teers, many of whom are former Mon-
tefi ore patients or who had loved ones 
cared for at Montefi ore and had fi rst-
hand experience with the center. Vol-
unteers come from a host of different 
cultural backgrounds representing 
the diversity of the patient commu-
nity. Volunteers are trained to take 
the initiative to seek out individuals 
who are in need of support and to help 
them take care of themselves, while 
advocating for their love ones.

* * *

The NYS Justice Center for the 

Protection of People with Special 

Needs (Justice Center) announced the 
launch of a new online source of infor-
mation on disability-related programs, 
services, information and laws.

 The Disability Resource Clear-
inghouse connects people with dis-
abilities in all settings, their families, 
caregivers, advocates and other stake-
holders with links to dozens of state 
and federal agencies and national 
non-profi t organizations. Featured 
topics include accessibility, assistive 
technology, benefi ts, disaster/emer-
gency preparedness, education, em-
ployment, health and wellness, hous-
ing, transportation and voting.  The 
Clearinghouse can be accessed from 
the homepage of the Justice Center’s 
website at www.justicecenter.ny.gov. 

 This web-based tool augments the 
services provided by the Justice Cen-
ter’s Information and Referral hel-
pline. Staff dispense impartial and 
informed advice to callers on a wide 
array of disability issues. The free 
service is available during business 
hours by calling 800-624-4143. NYS 
Relay users should dial 7-1-1.

* * *

Mosholu Montefi ore Commu-

nity Center is taking registration for 
its free GED/TASC classes at location 
all over the Bronx and West Harlem, 
Morningside Heights.

 The classes offer young adults, 
ages 17-24 years of age, free classes 
so they can pass the general equiva-
lency exam and get their High School 
Equivalency Diploma. MMCC is a li-
censed testing center by New York 
State so students do not have to wait 
months to take their exam.

Classes offered at the following 
Bronx locations:

MMCC Northside Annex- 3512 
Dekalb Avenue,  (718) 652-0282; and 
Edenwald Community Center, 115 
East 229th Street, (718) 652-0246.

For information about MMCC and 
their programs, call (718) 882-4000 or 
visit www.mmcc.org.

* * *

The New York Botanical Garden 
has been awarded a $100,000 grant 
from Newman’s Own Foundation, 
the independent foundation created 
by the late actor and philanthropist, 
Paul Newman.

Newman’s Own Foundation made 
the award to The New York Botanical 
Garden for its Edible Academy Bronx 
Green-Up Community Outreach and 
Teacher Training Program as part of 
a broader commitment to support pro-
grams that increase access to fresh 
food and nutrition education in un-
derserved communities. This fund-

ing will help the Botanical Garden 
empower community members and 
teachers in the Bronx and through-
out New York City by giving them 
the tools, knowledge, and resources 
needed to transform vacant urban 
lots into thriving urban farms and 
school gardens.

The Edible Academy Bronx Green-
Up Community Outreach and Teacher 
Training Program is expected to 
reach more than 30,000 benefi ciaries 
and support at least 70 gardens, farms, 
and schools this year. Through this 
program, New York City teachers are 
also provided with reproducible mate-
rial, including sample curricula that 
transfer urban agriculture skills from 
the garden to multiple disciplines in 
the classroom. These resources are 
available for free download on NY-
BG’s Web site (http://www.nybg.org/
edu/teacher/resources.php).

* * *

Con Edison was recognized by PA 
Consulting Group, Inc. last night with 
the 2016 Outstanding System-Wide Re-
liability Award for the ninth year in a 
row.  Con Edison also received the Re-
liabilityOne™ Award for Outstanding 
Reliability Performance in the North-
east Region. 

 Starting in 2017, Con Edison will 
be installing smart meters over a 
fi ve-year period that will automate 
new service turn-ons for customers, 
tell the company when a customer 
loses power, and virtually eliminate 
estimated bills. The new meters will 
bring a host of digital energy benefi ts, 
allowing customers to monitor how 
much energy they are using. These 
meters also will help customers better 
control their costs, and embrace new, 
innovative technologies, like solar. 

 All utilities operating electric de-
livery networks in North America 
are eligible for consideration for the 
ReliabilityOne™ Award. There are a 
total of six regional awards including 
Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, Midwest, 
Plains, West, and Southeast. The se-
lection of provisional recipients is 
based primarily on system reliability 
statistics that measure the frequency 
and duration of customer outages. Af-
ter provisional recipients are selected, 
each company undergoes an on-site 
certifi cation process, which provides 
an independent review and confi rma-
tion of the policies, processes and sys-
tems used to collect, analyze and re-
port a company’s reliability results.

* * *

The Dance Studio at Bronx 

House, a division of the Bronx House 
School for Performing Arts, has re-
ceived funds for full scholarships 

to be awarded to eight students in 
grades 3-5 for an entire year of com-
prehensive dance training.  Students 
must commit to the one year program 
which runs January 2017 through 
January 2018. No dance experience is 
required but eligible students should 
show a serious interest in dance, nat-
ural dance ability, and the promise to 
excel.  To apply parents must schedule 
a mandatory interview with the Per-
forming Arts administration. Inter-
views are currently being scheduled 
for December 6, 7 & 8. The scholar-
ships are being provided through the 
Arts Education program of the New 
York State Council on the Arts.

Bronx House School for Perform-
ing Arts offers year round music and 
dance classes for all ages, including 
ongoing registration for private in-
struction in piano, guitar, voice, vio-
lin, drums, and other instruments. 
The school also offers music scholar-
ships to students who qualify for fi nan-
cial assistance as well as instruments 
available for loan, free of charge.

Bronx House is located at 990 Pel-
ham Parkway South.  To schedule an 
interview or for more information 
call (718) 792-1800 ext. 235 or visit our 
website at www.bronxhouse.org.

* * *

The American Institute of Fam-

ily Law Attorneys has recognized 
the exceptional performance of New 
York’s Family Law Attorney Chris-
tina T. Hall, Esq. as 2016 10 Best Fam-
ily Law Attorney for Client Satisfac-
tion.

The American Institute of Fam-
ily Law Attorneys is a third-party at-
torney rating organization that pub-
lishes an annual list of the Top 10 
Family Law Attorneys in each state. 
Attorneys who are selected to the “10 
Best” list must pass AIOFLA’s rigor-
ous selection process, which is based 
on client and/or peer nominations, 
thorough research, and AIOFLA’s in-
dependent evaluation. AIOFLA’s an-
nual list was created to be used as a 
resource for clients during the attor-
ney selection process.

One of the most signifi cant aspects 
of the selection process involves at-
torneys’ relationships and reputation 
among his or her clients. As clients 
should be an attorney’s top priority, 
AIOFLA places the utmost empha-
sis on selecting lawyers who have 
achieved signifi cant success in the 
fi eld of Family Law without sacrifi c-
ing the service and support they pro-
vide. Selection criteria therefore fo-
cus on attorneys who demonstrate the 
highest standards of Client Satisfac-
tion. 
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

BUTCHER HERE 7 DAYS A WEEK
www.giordanosbigg.com NEW FREE SERVICE AT BIG G

NO TIME TO SHOP? LET US DO IT FOR YOU

ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT
YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

 COME IN AND 
HAVE A FREE CUP 

OF COFFEE

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

ORGANIC WHOLE WHEAT SPAGETTI

CHICKENS - 3 FOR
BABY BACK RIBS

PORK TENDERLOINS

MEAT DEPARTMENT

PECORINO ROMANO
HOTEL BAR AMERICAN

ROAST BEEF
DELI SPECIALS

JUMBO SHRIMP (16-20)

SWAI FILLET
TILAPIA FILLET

RED SNAPPER FILLET
JUMBO CRAB CLUSTERS

BABY LOBSTER TAIL
SEAFOOD SPECIALS

$199 each

$9 99 lb.

$3 99 lb.

$3 99 lb.

$12 99 lb.

$12 99 lb.

COOKED BABY BACK RIBS

FEDELI ITALIAN TOMATO SAUCE
ONE POUND BACON

SIX PEPPER SEASONING

ITALIAN CHICKEN SAUSAGE

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

HORMEL HAM

$8 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

$6 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

TURKEY
HAM

SHELL STEAKS
RIB STEAKS

EYE ROUNDS $5 99 lb.

$6 99 lb.

$9 99 lb.

$15 00

$4 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

FRESH TURKEYS PRIME RIB
OF BEEF

SPIRAL HAM FILLET
MIGNON
ROAST

PORK ROAST
Please Place Your Holiday Orders Early

ALL MEAT CUSTOM CUT AND SEASONED FREE!

WITH PURCHASE OF $100 OR MORE(10-14 lb.)
Fresh or Frozen
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NEW 2016 Honda

CR-V  AWD

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

Excellent CCrediditt Score (7720 Score) 3366 Month LeLeL aasee Total DDue at Inception: ($$0 Down Payment $$0BBank FFee

• Automatic • Rear View Camera  • Bluetooth 
• Front Side Airbags • Model #RM4H3GEW

NEW 2016 Honda

HR-V  AWD

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

xcelllele tnt CCCredididitt SSScorore (7(7(7202020 SSScoooc reerere))))) 3366 MMMontnthhhhh LLLLeLeLeeasasee TTT tot llal DDDue att IIncce tptiiion: ((($0$0$0 DDDownn PPPaymymentt $0$0$0BBBa kknk FFFeee

Automatic • Backup Camera • USB Audio Interface 
• Remote Entry • Alloy Wheels • Model # RU6H3GEWINCLUDES PREP & 

DEST. FEES!

 YOU CHOOSE

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^

www.H

 STORE HOURS:

* Based on American Honda 2007 - 2015 Volume New Car Sales For The Bronx and Westchester. DMV, taxes and title fees extra. Must present ad at signing. Must take imm
2017 Accord LX 4DR: $13,674.30; 2016 FIT LX: $10,865.50; 2016 Civic LX 2.0 4DR: $12,165.00. $97.50 doc fee ($75 DMV, $10 Inspection, $12.50 tire). Lessee res

Bank 
Fee!

Destinat
Fee!

1st 
Payment!

YEA
CLEABLACKFRIDAY

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^

NEW 2017 Honda

ACCORD 
 4DR With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score

Total Due at Inception:  ($0 Down Paym
$0 1st Mo. Payment.) plus Taxes & DM

Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No S

• Automatic • Rear View
• Bluetooth • Allo

• Model # CR2F3H

Make the Switch and

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9- 9PM
SATURDAY 9-6PM • SUNDAY 12-5

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
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With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 
36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 

($0 Down Payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. 
Payment.) plus Taxes & DMV fees.10K Miles/Yr, 
.15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

• Automatic • Rear View Camera • 
Daytime Running Lights

• Bluetooth • Model #GK5HGEW

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^ (PER MONTH / 36 MO†

FIT LXNEW 2016 Honda

ondaOfNewRochelle.com  

EXIT 15 OFF I-9525 EAST MAIN STREET
NEW CAR SHOWROOM

200 MAIN STREET
USED CAR SHOWROOM

888.409.3688 888.409.3687

mediate delivery from in stock units only. No two offers can be combined. No prior deals apply. Residuals: 2016 CR-V LX AWD: $15,627.00; 2016 HR-V LX AWD: $13,551.15; 
sponsible for repairs, maintenance excess wear and tear and excess miles of 10k per year at the rate of .15¢ each additional mile. Offers expire 11/30/16. #BT1125

tion Prep
Fee!

R END 
ARANCE

e). 36 Month Lease. 
ment, $0 Bank Fee, 
MV fees.10K Miles/
ecurity Deposit.

w Camera  
oys 
HEW

 **Valued at $ 595.00 Consumer is responsible to report and pay all applicable taxes on included Remote Starter. Aftermarket remote starter installed after 
purchase.  No two offers can be combined.  Included with advertised vehicles only.  Must be in-stock vehicle.  Photos used for illustrative purposes only.

alued at $$$$ 55595 00 Consumer is responsible to report and pay all applicable taxes on included Remote St

Included With Purchase or Lease of 
Any Advertised New Vehicle Today!

Remote Starter!**

t t t i t ll d ft Aftermarket rem
tos used f

of 

Aft k t

    

 9 YEARS

*BASED ON AMERICAN Honda  2007 - 2015 VOLUME NEW CAR SALES FOR THE BRONX AN
D W

EST
CH

ES
TE

R.

ndn a 2022 000 700 -2022 100 5VOVV LOO ULL MENEWEE CAC RAA SAS LAA ELL SEE FOFF ROO THTT EBRBB ORR NXNN ANAA
IN A RO W!

Honda Dealer1# H dd DD
Volume

202 15VOVV LOO ULL MENEWEE CACC RAA SASS LAA ES202 15VOVV LOO ULL MENEWEE CAC RAA SAS LAA ES

d Discover the Difference! TM

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 
36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 

($0 Down Payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. 
Payment.) plus Taxes & DMV fees.10K Miles/Yr, 
.15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

• Automatic • Rear View Camera 
• Bluetooth • 5-Inch Color Screen LCD 

• Model #FC2F5GEW

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^ (PER MONTH / 36 MO

CIVIC LX 2.0 4DRNEW 2016 Honda

5PM

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
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The Wild Conservation Society’s Bronx Zoo was offi cially declared the home of the world’s largest display of origami elephants by Guinness World 
Records on Thursday, November 17. In total, 204,481 origami elephants were sent to the Bronx Zoo from all 50 states, 40 countries and 45 Asso-
ciation of Zoos and Aquariums zoos with more than 78,564 mounted and included in the record setting display.  The Bronx Zoo’s display which is 
part of WCS’s 96 Elephants campaign shattered the previous record of 33,764 origami elephants displayed by the Zoological Society of London/
Whipsnade Zoo in 2014. A portion of the origami will be on public display at the Zoo Center from Thursday, December 1 to Saturday, December 31.
(Above) Origami elepants from all 50 states and from more than 40 countries made up the zoo’s record breaking display. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Origami elephants of all sizes and colors sent in 
from Japan were on display at the exhibit. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Above center) (l-r) Wendy Zeichner, OrigamiUSA 
president; John Calvelli; Rachel Libretti, WCS execu-
tive director; Hannah Ortnan; origami artist Talo 
Kawasaki and Judy Frimer, WCS director of Public 
Programming. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Hannah Ortnan, Guinness World Records records manager, 
presented John Calvelli, WCS executive vice president for 
Public Affairs, an award certifi cate recognizing the zoo’s 
remarkable accomplishment. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Pictured here are origami elephants from the 
United States. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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718-931-5620    www.udmi.net

UNIVERSITY DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL IMAGING, P.C.

Wishes Everyone a
HAPPY

THANKSGIVING
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To commemorate Veterans’ Day, members of the AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary Post 38 attended the 
memorial service held at the Winged Victory Monument in Pelham Bay Park on Friday, November 11.  
Pictured, (l-r) AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary Post 38’s Fannie Sclafani, Dorothy Madden, Eleanor Crean
and Marie Montalto honored our nation’s veterans. 
 Photo courtesy of AMVETS Ladies Auxiliary Post 38

AMVETS LADIES CELEBRATE VETERANS’ DAY

Throggs Neck Merchants Association treasurer John Cerini served as P.S. 304’s ‘Principal 
for a Day’ on Friday, November 4.

CERINI NAMED P.S. 304’S ‘PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY’

Principal for a Day John Cerini (l) with longtime P.S. 304 principal Joseph Nobile. 
 Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

Bronx Chamber president Nunzio Del Greco 
(2nd from l) thanked honorees (l-r) Dexter 
Hendon, Jeremy Warneke, Al Belfi ore, Yan-
itza Betances-Leger, Allan Ray Hipol and Ron 
Watson for their service. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce saluted a 
select few local veterans at its annual Vet-
eran Heroes Luncheon on Wednesday, No-
vember 16 at Maestro’s Caterers.This year’s 
distinguished honorees included U.S. Ma-
rine Corps. lieutenant colonel Ron Watson;, 
U.S. Army staff sergeant fi rst class Yanitza 
Betances, U.S. Air Force staff sergeant Al-
lan Ray Hipol, U.S. Marines Corps. sergeant 
Dexter Hendon, U.S. Army specialist Jeremy 
Warneke and U.S. Navy third class commis-
sary Al Belfi ore.

BX CHAMBER HOSTS
 VETERAN LUNCHEON

Borough President Diaz (front, c) and Marissa Shorenstein, NYS AT&T president, with the 
Borough President’s Cup runners up, the Rolando Paulino Little League team. 
 Photo by SIlvio Pacifi co

Diaz (back, 3rd from l) and Marissa Shorenstein (front, 4th from l) with the Borough Presi-
dent’s Cup champions, the Grand Slam Little League team. Photo by SIlvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and AT&T’s NYS president Marissa Shorenstein co-hosted a celebration on Sunday, November 20 for the little league teams who participated in this 
year’s sixth annual Borough President’s Cup. Held at the Hard Rock Cafe at Yankee Stadium, the event honored runner’s up Rolando Paulino Little League and champions Grand Slam Little 
League.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT RUBEN DIAZ, JR., AT&T HOST LITTLE LEAGUE AWARDS
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

OCTOBER EXTRAVAGANZA!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?
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Action

Association

BY JENNIFER LEEFLANG, SENIOR VICE 
PRESIDENT PARTNERS IN CARE

Sleep is one of the most basic hu-
man needs and for most people, there 
is nothing that rejuvenates the body 
and mind more than grabbing a little 
shut-eye. However, for the more than 
2.3 million people affected by Multiple 
Sclerosis worldwide, each night can be 
more of a struggle than a retreat. Mul-
tiple Sclerosis (MS), a chronic, unpre-
dictable disease of the central nervous 
system, does not only cause diffi culty 
sleeping, but one of its many symp-
toms includes extreme fatigue. About 
50% of people with MS experience 
some form of sleep disturbance, which 
can lead to daytime drowsiness, lack 
of mental clarity, unstable emotions 
and a weakened immune system.  It is 
important to understand the possible 
causes of sleep deprivation for those 
suffering with MS, as this knowledge 
can provide potential treatment and 
management options.

Where I work, at Partners in Care, 
a licensed home care agency serving 
the nation’s largest city, our nurses 
and home health aides are trained to 
meet the specialized and specifi c care 
needs of individuals with MS, HIV/
AIDS, Parkinson’s, diabetes, conges-
tive heart failure and other debilitat-
ing diseases. One common complica-
tion we often see with our MS clients 

has to do with sleeping disturbances, 
and there can be a variety of causes at 
the root each disturbance.

One of the most frequent culprits 
in sleep interruption for MS patients 
is nocturia, the need to repeatedly uri-
nate through the night. Bladder issues 
are not uncommon for people with MS, 
and diffi culties can arise when some-
one is interrupted many times through 
the night disrupting restorative sleep 
cycles. Another possible cause of sleep 
deprivation could be depression and/
or anxiety, which happens to be com-
mon side effects of MS. Depression and 
anxiety often lead to insomnia, result-
ing in less than a sound night’s sleep. 

Yet another sleeping disturbance 
has to do with spasticity, a common 
MS symptom that occurs when mus-
cles become tight and rigid. This un-
comfortable and painful symptom can 
undoubtedly cause sleepless nights 
and is sometimes diffi cult to distin-
guish from restless leg syndrome or 
periodic limb movements in sleep.  An 
issue for those with and without MS, 
sleep apnea causes frequent pauses in 
breathing while one is sleeping, which 
results in the reduction of oxygen fl ow 
to the brain. However, due to the nerve 
spasms associated with MS, those af-
fected by the disease are more likely to 
suffer from this sleeping diffi culty.  

Lastly, sleeping position could be a 

simple, yet serious cause of sleep depri-
vation. Our bodies were not designed 
to sleep in one position throughout the 
night, and while most people are able 
to change position and fall right back 
to sleep, without even remembering 
waking up, some individuals affected 
by MS experience such severe pain 
and discomfort through the skin that 
contact with the bed makes sleep al-
most impossible. 

The National Multiple Sclerosis So-
ciety provides a comprehensive list 
of pharmaceutical solutions that you 
might want to review with your phy-
sician or a licensed home health care 
provider.  In addition to medication 
prescribed by a physician or specialists 
such as a urologist, mental health pro-
fessional, physical therapist or a sleep 
specialist, there are a few simple guide-
lines that may help to reinforce healthy 
sleep patterns, they include: making 
your last liquid intake three hours be-
fore going to bed, reducing caffeine and 
alcohol intake, not smoking, and mak-
ing sure you’re stretching and getting 
enough exercise during the day.  

Caregivers can also help their loved 
ones with MS improve sleep quality by 
establishing regular habits such as:

• Maintaining Physician Contact: At 
times, MS medications can even cause 
sleeping diffi culties. It is important to 
discuss any concerns like this with a 

Sleep strategies for MS patients
doctor, and under no circumstances 
should you introduce over-the-counter 
sleeping aides without consulting with 
your family member’s physician. 

• Alternative Medicine Options: 
Acupuncture, biofeedback, massage 
therapy, and other holistic or thera-
peutic practices have been shown to 
help with relaxation and sleep. Just re-
member, it is always important to con-
sult with a physician before exploring 
these alternative medicine options. 

• Keep Stretching and Exercising: It 
is proven that exercise has positive ef-
fects for improving sleep in individu-
als suffering from MS. It’s important to 
keep your loved-one active, even if that 
means light stretching and limited to 
moderate activity, in order to ensure 
restful nights and enjoyable days.

Understanding possible causes of 
sleep problems can help those with MS 
better manage the challenging symp-
toms, and fi nd their way to a restful 
night of ZZZZ’s.

Jennifer Leefl ang is an RN and Se-
nior Vice President at Partners in Care, 
an affi liate of The Visiting Nurse Ser-
vice of New York. VNSNY is the larg-
est not-for-profi t home- and community-
based health care agency in the United 
States, providing quality private care 
services. For more information please 
visit www.partnersincareny.org or call 
1-888-735-8913.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The federal agency that 

may experience the most sig-
nifi cant refocusing under the 
Trump Administration is also 
one the smallest: NASA.

With a budget comprising 
just one-half of one percent 
of Washington spending, the 
lowest level since 1960, NASA 
was repurposed by Mr. Obama 
to focus on Earth science in 
support of his climate change 
agenda.

While robotic interplan-
etary probes, largely planned 
before the outgoing Presi-
dent’s arrival, were allowed to 
survive, the manned space ef-
fort was virtually eliminated.

Mr. Obama prematurely 
cancelled the Space Shuttle 
program, then defunded what 
had been planned to be its im-
mediate manned spacecraft 
replacement, the Constella-
tion system. Another follow-
up, The Orion, progressed at 
a slow pace, with no prospect 
of placing U.S. astronauts into 
orbit until well into the next 
decade.  NASA currently has 

to pay exorbitant amounts to 
rival Russia to put American 
personnel in space.

Spacefl ight Insider  noted 
that candidate Obama claimed 
he was one of the “agency’s  
biggest fans and even co-opted 
the space agency’s crewed pro-
gram-of-record at that time 
(Constellation) when he used 
the phrase, ‘Moon, Mars and 
beyond.’ Upon election, he 
worked to cancel that very pro-
gram. In fact, had it not been 
for the actions of Congress, 
he would probably have set 
NASA’s efforts to send crews 
beyond the orbit of Earth back 
decades.

In a review, The Council on 
Foreign Relations  (CFR) re-
ported that “Space policy ex-
perts agree that NASA faces 
short- and long-term chal-
lenges, including new budget 
pressures, aging infrastruc-
ture, the rise of competing 
spacefaring nations, and the 
lack of a strong national vi-
sion for human spacefl ight. 
An independent assessment 
conducted by the National Re-

search Council in 2012 ques-
tioned plans for not pursuing a 
return to the moon: ‘[The] lack 
of national and international 
consensus … undermines 
NASA’s ability to establish 
a comprehensive, consistent 
strategic direction.’ The re-
port also noted that a crewed 
mission to Mars ‘has never 
received suffi cient funding to 
advance beyond the rhetoric 
stage.”

The mothballing of Ameri-
can manned spacefl ight was 
seen as a betrayal.  During his 
fi rst campaign for offi ce, Mr. 
Obama, in a speech to NASA 
workers, promised that he 
would support placing U.S. 
personnel in space on Ameri-
can craft. Following the elec-
tion, he moved to eliminate 
the manned space program.

Restoring the space agency 
to its glory days, along with the 
economic, scientifi c and pres-
tige benefi ts that engenders, 
fi t precisely with President-
elect Trump’s ‘Make Amer-

ica Great Again’ emphasis. 
In comments reported by the 
Planetary Society  he stated: 
“I will free NASA from the re-
striction of serving primarily 
as a logistics agency for low-
Earth orbit activity—big deal. 
Instead, we will refocus its 
mission on space exploration. 
Under a Trump Administra-
tion, Florida and America will 
lead the way into the stars…A 
cornerstone of my policy is 
we will substantially expand 
public private partnerships 
to maximize the amount of 
investment and funding that 
is available for space explora-
tion and development. This 
means launching and operat-
ing major space assets, right 
here, that employ thousands 
and spur innovation and fuel 
economic growth.”

Space News  provided a 
summary (excerpted below) of 
the Trump Administration’s 
space plans: a “commitment 
to global space leadership”; a 
reinstitution of the National 
Space Council, headed by 
the vice president, to over-
see all government space ef-
forts to seek effi ciencies and 
eliminate redundancies; hu-
man exploration of the solar 
system by the end of the cen-

tury; shifting NASA budgets 
to “deep space achievements” 
rather than Earth science and 
climate research; develop-
ment of small satellite tech-
nologies that in particular can 
provide resiliency for the mili-
tary, and also develop satellite 
servicing technologies; seek 
world leadership in hyperson-
ics technology, including for 
military applications; hand 
over access to and operations 
in low Earth orbit to the com-
mercial sector; start discus-
sions about including more 
“private and public partners” 
in operations and fi nancing of 
the International Space Sta-
tion, including extending the 
station’s lifetime; and require 
that all federal agencies de-
velop plans for how they would 
use “space assets and space de-
velopments” to carry out their 
missions.

The growing role of the pri-
vate sector, which began both 
as necessity and opportunity 
during the Obama Adminis-
tration, would continue.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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On your marks, get set, trot! The 
Throggs Neck Benevolent Asso-
ciation hosted its 21st annual 5K 
Turkey Trot in memory of Geral-
dine Crowley-Crorkin on Saturday, 
November 19 at Orchard Beach. 
The fundraiser promoting healthy 
living scheduled before Thanksgiv-
ing is named in honor of Crowley-
Crorkin who passed away from 
cancer in April 1995 shortly after 
given birth.
(Top left) Miguel Arismendi (l) and 
Angel Martinez were eager to run 
in this year’s Turkey Trot.
(Top Center) Participants, young 
and old, lined up to register for this 
year’s Turkey Trot.
(Top right) (l-r) Jessie, Janie and 
Eddie Gibler with Buddy the dog 
were excited for the 21st annual 
Turkey Trot.

TNBA Hosts 21st Annual 5K Turkey TrotTNBA Hosts 21st Annual 5K Turkey Trot

Volunteers Lisa Walsh (l) and Amy Labate proudly displayed 
a shirt commemorating the 21st Annual 5K Turkey Trot. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Dennis Donohue; Kenny, Rob, Kelly, Marilyn Knapp and 
Matty the dog were ready to make tracks at Orchard Beach. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Volunteers Sean Walsh, Joe Haugh, Larry Labate, John 
Bucolo, Christopher O’Connor and Andrew O’Connor lent a 
helping hand for this year’s Turkey Trot. Photo by Laura Stone
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Mount St. Michael Academy an-
nounces that Ryan Barnes ‘18 has been 
selected to attend the Washington 
Youth Summit on the Environment 
(WYSE) as a National Youth Delegate 
representing New York and Mount St. 
Michael Academy.

The Summit, sponsored by The 
National Geographic Society and the 
Smithsonian’s National Zoo, will be 
held on the campus of George Mason 
University just outside of Washing-
ton, D.C. from June 25 to June 30, 2017. 
Ryan, a stellar student and member 
of The Mount’s own Environmental 
Activist Club—Club EnvironMOUNT 
was selected based on his academic 
success and interest in the fi eld of en-
vironmental science and conserva-
tion.

Ryan and other high-achieving 
peers from all across the nation with 
similar interests, will network with 
prominent environmental and con-
servation leaders, scientists, distin-
guished scholars and policy makers on 
Capitol Hill. The Dean of Admissions 
at George Mason University describes 
the Summit as “fun, exciting and inter-
active.” The students will also attend 
private seminars led by the Smithso-
nian’s National Zoo faculty.

“I’m excited to participate in the 
Summit and identify tangible projects 
and skills that I can bring back to cam-
pus to better my school community” 

said Ryan.
Mount Saint Michael Academy, in 

the tradition of the Marist Brothers of 
the Schools, provides a Catholic, col-
lege preparatory education to a broth-
erhood of young men, grades 6 through 
12. For more information, visit www.
mtstmichael.org

RYAN BARNES

Mount student to 
attend WYSE summit

Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Happy ‘T’ Day
I’m back and hope-

fully for a longer time. 
This bad penny doesn’t 
quit. I had a small intes-
tine bleed caused by a 
non-malignant growth. This was re-
moved by doctors Shapiro and Puentes 
at Lawrence Hospital in Bronxville. 

This was not my fi rst rodeo. I have 
nothing but the highest praise for 
both of them as well as the hospital. 
The care there was over the top. You 
can tell when people care and this 
was evident all the way to housekeep-
ing. Maria, came in to clean and there 
was a dried blood spot on the fl oor, it 
was the devil to remove but she did 
not leave until that damn spot was 
out. This was also the second time in 
my 28 year membership in the Legion 
that I missed the Throgg’s Neck Vets 
Parade and for the same reason, sur-
gery.

Enough of me. The VA Christmas 
slash Holiday Party is on for Sunday, 
November 27, Sunday at noon. Chris 
Hiney and Shay Mac will entertain 
as well as the Transit Pipe and Drum 
folks. Santa will be there. Volunteers, 
show up.

The post Children’s Party is on Sat-
urday, December 10 at 2 p.m. It’s for 10 
year olds and younger. Sign up your 

little one at the post. 
Wednesday, December 
7, is the cut-off date.

Even in my absence 
the post ran well. Wow! 
Come on in.

We are still collect-
ing non-perishable food 

stuffs for the needy. This goes to a 
church in the south Bronx and is much 
appreciated. If no one answers the Er-
icson Place entrance, just leave your 
donation on the table inside the fence. 
Thanks in advance.

Need a replacement DD-214? Call 
(866) 272-6272 and follow the instruc-
tions.

According to the media, it seems 
20-year-olds need space to cry after the 
election. Gee whiz! On June 6, 1944, 
20-year-olds were wading ashore at 
Normandy, 19 and 20-year-old Rangers 
were scaling a mountain to get behind 
the enemy and Red Buttons was hang-
ing by his parachute from a church 
steeple. Man up 20-year-old wimps.

Trivia Time

Jack Ruby shot Lee Harvey Oswald 
on November 24, 1963.

On November 25, 1783, the British 
evacuated NYC for good.

The fi rst Thanksgiving happened 
on November 26, 1863. The fi rst Macy’s 
Parade was on November 27, 1924.

Keep the troops in your prayers, 
take a vet to lunch and God bless.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
It’s Thanksgiving!
We are thankful for 

new contacts and stron-
ger community rela-
tionship and thankful 
to every volunteer who 
stepped up this year. We 
are thankful for a thriving and trail-
blazing public library. Thanks to the 
leadership of Manny Martinez, our lo-
cal library is a hidden gem in our com-
munity. We are thankful for the new 
restaurants and shops that offer new va-
riety in our community. We are thank-
ful for much of Allerton Avenue being 
repaved this year. It was long overdue 
and hope we can have the rest of our 
Avenue repaved next year. Most of all, 
we are thankful to everyone who has 
shared their heart, support, talent and 
passion with our community. The suc-
cess Allerton has seen over the years 
is not due to a handful of people but 
an overwhelmingly outpouring of peo-
ple working together and we are truly 
grateful to each and every one of you.

We look forward to a safe and healthy 
2017 and wish you and your family the 
same.

Small Business Saturday is every 
Saturday after Thanksgiving. This year 
it falls on Saturday, November 26.

So let’s save up $26 and spend it on 
Allerton. Join us on Facebook (Allerton 
International Merchants Association) 
and tell us how you spent your $26.

You can spend it all in one place or at 
several different locations. By no means 
are you limited to only spend $26. Grab 
a slice at Roma Pizza, dinner at Aller-
ton Diner and desert at Sal & Dom’s. 

Need some beauty sup-
plies? Visit Sky Beauty. 
Get your clothes dry 
cleaned at Pride Clean-
ers. Or buy a house with 
Exit Power Realty. You 
get the idea.

These are the lo-
cal businesses that stepped up and 
dropped their hard-earned money in 
the pot for you so we can have a strong 
vibrant community. We thank them 
so much along with Farenga Brothers, 
The Sanz/Margie’s Bridal, Garfi nkel 
DDS, Isis Restaurant and Grocery, YH 
Games, Bella Vista Optics, A+ Com-
puter, Boost Mobile, Ridgewood Bank 
and Yin Hua Discount.

With many more contributions com-
ing in each day now look for the poster 
identifying them as a sponsor for the 
holiday lights in their store window.

And if they don’t have a poster 
in their window, ask them why. Tell 
them to reach out to us at AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com.

Be safe this holiday season. If you 
see something say something. Even if 
you feel no one is listening or nothing 
can or will be done. We implore you... 
say something. And you can reach out 
to us any time. People are listening.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, De-
cember 6. We will start early this day 
to have a small gathering of our com-
munity in honor of the holiday. Meeting 
starts at 7 p.m. at The Sanz 815 Allerton 
Avenue.  Raffl e, food and music. All in-
vited.

     Never forget... Your community is 
your business!

Happy Thanksgiving!

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Here are some dates 

for some up coming ac-
tivities this December.

On Friday, December 
2 we have the Commu-
nity Board 10 Veterans’ 
Services Committee 
meeting and networking at Sam Young 
Post 620, at 7 p.m.

Don’t forget, our Annual Holiday 
Party at the VA Hospital.  Volunteers 
always needed.  Please come by around 

10:30 a.m. to help set up.  
The Bronx County an-
nual party is also on tbe 
4th, at Sam Young Post, 
an afternoon gathering. 

Our Post 253 Christ-
mas Party will be on the 
18th, right after our reg-

ular meeting, around 1p.m.
Until next time: Remember our 

Joe Mazzariello Christmas Toy Drive 
and answer your donation letters to-
day.
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Borough President Diaz (2nd from r) pre-
sented proclamations to honorees (l-r) 
Teresa Santiago, Nelson Denis, Darlene Ro-
driguez and Wilson Montalvo, accepting for 
recipient Hector Figueroa. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. toasted a 
few local leaders at his annual Puerto Rican 
Heritage Month celebration on Thursday, 
November 17 at Don Coqui in City Island. This 
year’s exemplary honorees included Darlene 
Rodriguez, NBC 4’s ‘Today in New York’ co-
anchor; Hector Figueroa, 32BJ SEIU presi-
dent; former assemblyman, writer and fi lm 
director Nelson Denis and Teresa Santiago, 
Comite Noviembre chairwoman.

DIAZ CELEBRATES 
PUERTO RICAN 

HERITAGE MONTH

Local Union 3 lent a helping hand to Bronxites in need of a Thanksgiving meal on Saturday, November 19 by distributing food at St. Benedict’s Church. E-J Electric is thanked for their 
generosity at this year’s food drive.

LOCAL 3 DISTRIBUTES FOOD TO ST. BENEDICT’S CHURCH

Local Union 3 members provided some delicious Thanksgiving meals for the holiday. Photo by Miriam Quin

Boxes were fi lled to the brim with vegeta-
bles, stuffi ng, soup, macaroni and chesse 
and other tasty treats for the Thanksgiving 
season. Photo by Miriam Quin

Members of the John Fraser Bryan American 
Legion Post 19 distributed refreshments at 
the Bronxonia Yacht Club after the Bronx 
Veterans Day Parade in Throggs Neck on 
Sunday, November 13.

JOHN FRASER BRYAN
 POST 19 CELEBRATES
 VETERANS PARADE

The John Fraser Bryan American Legion Post 
19 served refreshments following this year’s 
successful Bronx Veterans Day Parade in 
Throggs Neck. 
 Photo courtesy of John Fraser Bryan American 
Legion Post 19
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

COMING SOON
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. 
Ft. Lot Looking Over The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 
Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living 
And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. Garage And 
Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heat-
ing And Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. 
Hardwood Floors With Dark Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part 
Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio Doors And Windows. 
The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99

Khakis
and

Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Morris Park Avenue.  1390 Sq. Ft. Whitebox, perfect for Offi ce or Medical.
Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 
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TOM ALLON

Trump’s infrastructure plan can make lemonade out of lemons

Hear the one about the book of old jokes? It kills!

I was sitting across from 
Donald Trump in his offi ce, 
suggesting an idea I thought he 
might like.

It was April, 2015, two 
months before he made his fate-
ful run for president, and a time 
when few thought he had a glim-
mer of hope of winning.

I was with a New York politi-
cal leader who, like me, was very 
concerned about the sorry state 
of public housing in New York 
City. The squalid conditions in 
those buildings are Dickensian, 
with millions of repair requests 
going unheeded. Even the pro-
gressive mayor of New York had 
done nothing to ameliorate this 
problem in his fi rst 16 months in 
offi ce.

We thought that if we could 
fi nd a developer to adopt a pub-
lic housing building and fi x it, 
perhaps this would spur other 
wealthy developers to follow 
suit and improve living condi-
tions. We decided to appeal to 
Trump fi rst because maybe he 
would take on this challenge 
and we knew if he did, it would 
get lots of press attention.

Like his rescue of the Woll-
man Rink ice skating project 

in the 1980s, this would allow 
Trump to show that the private 
sector, and builders like him, 
can do things more effectively 
than government can.

“Mr. Trump, if you adopt one 
of these decrepit public hous-
ing buildings and fi x it up, you 
will show up the liberal mayor 
of New York and you will be a 
hero to tens of thousands of poor 
people in New York,” I said as 
Trump listened politely and in-
tently.

“And if you ever run for na-
tional offi ce, it will show your 
concern for the poor and will 
win you lots of votes among 
those who are impoverished 
and looking for hope.”

Trump said he liked the idea 
and would get back to us, but in 
less than 60 days he jumped into 
a snake pit of Republican candi-
dates seeking the party’s nomi-
nation. There was too much on 
his plate to get involved with 
this seemingly parochial issue.

I’ve thought a lot about that  
meeting in the past few weeks. 
I would love the opportunity 
to once again pitch a version of 
this to the President-elect.

Mr. President-elect: Please 

fi x up the crumbling public 
housing that exists in New York 
and in so many other blighted 
urban centers of America. Take 
your unique talents as a builder 
and make America great again 
for all the poor children and 
single mothers and seniors who 
live lives of quiet desperation 
and hopelessness in these mod-
ern ghettos.

Wouldn’t an initiative like 
this in the fi rst 100 days send 
the message that you will be 
a leader for all the people and 
that the federal government 
can fi nally comfort the affl icted 
among us?

It’s often said that when 
you’re given lemons, try to 
make lemonade. That resonates 
with me, especially in the wake 
of this divisive election. We 
now have a President-elect who 
managed to insult and frighten 
many of the powerless in this 
country. But now is the time for 
him to heal those wounds with 
some bold plans.

In addition to fi xing up pub-
lic housing, the billionaire de-
veloper could burnish his place 
in history as the president who 
thought big and spearheaded 

the largest infrastructure re-
build campaign in history.

Rather than build walls and 
hunt down innocent undocu-
mented immigrants, Trump 
can use his new job and the Re-
publican majority in Congress 
to embark on a $1-trillion plan to 
improve our transportation sys-
tem. This will create new jobs 
and spur growth as well as un-
lock new housing stock in rural 
areas that now would be within 
easy commuting distance of the 
nearby urban centers where 
there are jobs.

Bullet trains all over the 
country — like we see in places 
like China and Japan — will 
truly energize our economy and 
fi nally pull us into the 21st cen-
tury. From New York to Wash-
ington D.C. in an hour, from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles in less 
than two hours by train — these 
are the exciting improvements 
which will truly make America 
great again. A new rail tunnel 
linking New York to New Jer-
sey. Light rail in urban centers 
that will link business districts 
to affordable residential areas. 
A subway tunnel from the Bat-
tery to Staten Island.

The possibilities are limit-
less.

Like FDR’s WPA and all the 
highways and bridges that were 
built just under a century ago, 
we are on the brink of a trans-
formative wave of improve-
ments that only government can 
provide.

Mr. President, our country 
awaits your destiny to build us 
back to supremacy.

Tom Allon, president of City 
& State NY, was a Republican 
and Liberal Party-backed may-
oral candidate in 2013 before he 
left to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@cit-
yandstateny.com.

A
n elderly man comes 

into a bar and notices 

a lovely lady about his 

age having a drink by herself. 

He pulls up a stool, leans over 

and asks, “So … do I come 

here often?”

Sure, laugh. Or cry. Fact 

is, we’ll all be the lady or the 

man some day — god willing. 

In the meantime, we can trem-

ble, or simply grab a copy of 

“Die Laughing: Killer jokes for 

newly old folks,” the new book 

by William Novak.

The cover shows a cane 

slipping on a banana peel. But 

the real joke is on the rest of us 

who didn’t think of this great 

idea fi rst. Novak, 68, is the au-

thor of 25 other books, and, by 

the way, father of B.J. Novak, 

writer, actor and executive pro-

ducer of “The Offi ce,” on which 

he played Ryan Howard.

Papa Novak is best known 

as co-author of “ The Big Book 

of Jewish Humor .” But he says 

he was between books when 

he hurt his shoulder and had to 

go to physical therapy.

So he is stretching, aching, 

and dealing with doctors when 

he realizes: This is not a unique 

experience. What the world 

needs is a joke book about the 

changes that eventually come 

to your body, your routine, your 

love life (!) and, especially, your 

short term memory:  

Doctor: Mr. Jackson, your 

test results have come back, 

and I’m afraid I have a double-

dose of bad news.

Mr. Jackson: Just tell me. I 

can handle it.

Doctor: Okay. You have 

cancer, and you also have Al-

zheimer’s.

Mr. Jackson: That’s ter-

rible. But at least I don’t have 

cancer!

So Novak started collect-

ing jokes. As he did, he real-

ized two things: First: No joke 

is ever told for the fi rst time. 

Proof?

Two older men, acquain-

tances but not really friends, 

are sitting on a park bench. 

One turns to the other and 

says, “Remind me, was it you 

or your brother who died last 

winter?”

Novak says that when his 

friend told him that joke, he 

loved it and immediately de-

cided to include it. Then, a few 

weeks later he was in Vermont 

and found “The World’s Old-

est Joke Book.” It was literally 

a book of kneeslappers from 

fourth century Greece — and 

it included the 

“you or your brother...?” 

joke.

But if there are no new 

jokes, what is eternally new is 

the strange sensation of hav-

ing been a young person but 

now gradually experiencing all 

the things you associate with 

old people.

To make some sense of this, 

Novak arranged the jokes into 

chapters on things like “Long 

marriages,” “New partners,” 

“Sex,” along with “Death” and  

its funnier counterpart, “The 

afterlife.” 

So, sex?

Man in confessional: “Fa-

ther, I’m 82 years old. I have 

children and grandchildren, 

but last night I made love to a 

girl who’s 24. And not just once 

but twice!”

Priest: “Tell me, when was 

the last time you came to con-

fession?”

Man in confessional: “This 

is my fi rst time. I’m Jewish.”

Priest: “So why are you tell-

ing me?”

Man in confessional: “Tell-

ing you? I’m telling every-

body!”

When I was reading these 

jokes, a strange thing hap-

pened to me: I heard them in 

my father’s voice.

That’s not just because my 

dad loved to tell jokes — to-

ward the end of his life “Got 

any new ones?” was what he 

asked me for most.

It’s because jokes them-

selves are almost an artifact of 

dying era.

“Funny people these days, 

they do routines and many are 

terrifi c. But they’re not “Two 

guys walk into a bar,” accord-

ing to Novak.

“One of my goals is to pre-

serve the art of the joke, which 

I fear is leaving us,” he said.

The guys who’d grab a 

mic and rat-a-tat-tat, “My 

wife drove her car into the 

livingroom”-type  of gags 

aren’t here anymore. Where’d 

they go? Here’s a clue: 

Two old friends made a pact 

that whoever dies fi rst would 

come back and tell the other 

what it’s like. So one day Pete 

gets a call from Richard, who 

died of a heart attack. Pete 

says, “What’s it like?” Richard 

tells him: 

“I start off with a big break-

fast. Then I have sex, and after 

that I lie in the sun. Then it’s 

time for lunch, followed by a 

nap and more sex until it’s time 

for dinner...”

Pete is thrilled. “I had no 

idea Heaven would be like 

that!”

“Who said anything about 

Heaven? I’m a bull in Wis-

consin.” We should all be so 

lucky.

Skenazy is a keynote 

speaker, author of the book 

and blog Free-Range Kids, and 

a contributor at Reason.com. 

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY
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Assembly Speaker Heastie (l) helped students build their own fun stories using Scratch, 
Google’s proprietary introductory coding tool. Photo courtesy of Google

Google and Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie visited Cornerstone Academy Middle School on 
Thursday, November 17  to deliver the CS First Roadshow, a computer science education pre-
sentation developed by Google for fourth through eighth grade students. Two Google em-
ployees gave the hour-long presentation teaching students problem solving and technical 
coding skills through a series of interactive activities. Assembly Speaker Heastie discussed 
the importance of learning computer science at an early age and helped students create 
stories using the coding tool, Scratch.

GOOGLE, ASSEMBLY SPEAKER HEASTIE 
HOST COMPUTER ROADSHOW

(l-r) Pat Brennan, Anthony and Angela Trotta, Patricia Schuetz and Caroline Colandra re-
cently lost children to heroin. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mothers Against Heroin Abuse attended a town hall meeting on Tuesday, November 15 spon-
sored by Senator Jeff Klein at the Villa Barone Manor. While the meeting was meant to ad-
dress issues like health, recovery assistance and social services for heroin addicts, many 
of the attendees wanted to discuss law enforcement efforts or lack there of to arrest drug 
dealers after losing loved ones to heroin abuse.

MOTHERS AGAINST HEROIN ABUSE TOWN HALL

In anticipation for the Thanksgiving holiday, the merchants at the Hunts Point Produce Market hosted the second annual ‘Hunts Point Gives Back Day’ on Saturday, November 12 to provide 
the community’s neediest members with fresh, healthy, seasonal produce. Working with the 41st Precinct Community Affairs Unit, local elected offi cials and the Hunts Point Produce Mar-
ket’s Next Generation Committee, 2,000 bags containing more than 25,000 pounds of produce was distributed. Pictured above, Members of the Hunts Point Produce Market Cooperative 
distributed 25,000 pounds of food to the neighborhood. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

2ND ANNUAL HUNTS POINT GIVE BACK DAY

Local 46’s Kevin Kelly; Harold Lewis; Neva Shillingford-King, 
Councilman King; Suzie Douglas and Albert Williams, Best Deal 
Car Service and Carlos Blanco, Combined Insurance, contrib-
uted to this year’s free turkey giveaway. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Councilman Andy King distributed free Thanksgiving Day tur-
keys to Bronx families, seniors and NYCHA residents at his 940 
E. Gun Hill Road district offi ce on Friday, November 18.

COUNCILMAN KING
 DISTRIBUTES FREE

TURKEYS
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Appreciations to George, Miguel and Gasolina Lounge at 2525 Boston 
Road for providing a safe space for open mics, get-togethers and posi-
tive nightlife events in the Allerton community.

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
Kenny’s B-Day Bash

On Wednesday, Novem-
ber 30 our co-founder, vice-
chairman and 78th Assembly 
District State Committeeman 
Kenny Agosto invites you to 
his ‘Birthday Bash’ at Gaso-
lina Lounge.

From 7 to 11 p.m. come 
by for food, karaoke and 
friendly vibes to celebrate 
his birthday as well as his 
10th year as a Bronx elected 
offi cial. Gasolina is located 
at 2525 Boston Road, right 
off of Wallace Avenue. RSVP 
to KennyAgost4theBronx@
gmail.com or call (917) 378-
5577. Wepaaaaa!

Meeting Date Change

In order to make Kenny’s 
bash as successful as possible, 
we’ve decided to forego our 
November meeting.

Thus, our next Bronx Park 

East Community Association 
meeting advocating for the 
Allerton and Pelham Park-
way neighborhoods will take 
place on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 28 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
at The Sanz, 815 Allerton Av-
enue. We’ll keep you updated 
as to who our guest speaker 
will be.

Congrats, Norma

As we write this, our B-
PECA board member Norma 
Lopez is witnessing the mar-
riage of her only son, Jose 
Lopez. There are few peo-
ple more kind, outgoing and 
infectiously positive than 
Norma. She deserves every 
morsel of happiness and ful-
fi llment that is extracted 
from this momentous wed-
ding day. May many more of 
your days be fi lled with simi-
lar joy. Love ya, Norma.

Thank You CM Torres

We’d like to close this col-

umn by thanking the entire 
offi ce of Councilman Ritchie 
Torres for their assistance 
concerning the lack of traf-
fi c safety at Waring Avenue/
Bronx Park East.

Romina, Luisa, Rafael, 
Ronn, Aisha, and the rest of 
team Torres are the example 
that every elected offi cial’s 
offi ce should strive for: Hard-
working, committed, open, ob-
jective.

As always, you the reader 
can reach out to B-PECA any-
time at (347) 654-7044, bxpark-
east@gmail.com or online 
at facebook.com/groups/bx-
parkeast, or facebook.com/

bxparkeast which is visible to 
those without a facebook ac-
count.

We are Latino. We are Mus-
lim. We are women. We are im-

migrants. We are gay. We are 
straight. We are men. We are 
Americans. We are humans. 

No borders. Black lives 
matter, and love trumps hate.

BY ANDREA SIEGEL    
On Tuesday, November 15 

the Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association held its 
monthly meeting at Bronx 
House.  As has become a tra-
dition, our November guest 
speaker was our very own 
councilman who took ques-
tions.

The meeting started with a 
moment of silence for two mem-
bers who have passed away.  
Our vice-president Jeffrey Pa-
nish as well as one of our origi-
nal founding members, Yetta 
Schmulson.  We also asked that 
prayers be sent for two of our 
members who are not doing 

well:  Miriam Schwartz and 
Vicki Kaufman.

After hearing from the rep-
resentatives of our elected offi -
cials, Jimmy took to the fl oor 
and had the membership ask 
questions.

Jimmy captured the atten-
tion  of the audience when he 
spoke about the many positives 
his offi ce has accomplished so 
far this year. 

First Jimmy  spoke about 
the bill he has sponsored  to 
have gas detectors mandatory 
in all residences. This bill has 
been passed by the City Coun-
cil. This is in addition to the 
smoke and carbon monoxide 

detectors that are already man-
datory.  Jimmy and the Tech-
nology Committee are working 
on placing kiosks to plug and 
charge cellphones throughout 
the Bronx.   

He is also trying to get Cit-
ibike to come to the Bronx.   He 
spoke about the major project 
he is spearheading regarding 
P.S. 97 on Mace Avenue.  He is 
looking to discard the 16 por-
tables outside  classrooms and 
would like to build a perma-
nent extension to the building. 
Currently this is a great incon-
venience to  the children using 
the outside classrooms. They 
have to be shuttled back and 
forth from indoor to outdoor 
classrooms depending where 
their class is being held. 

He proudly spoke about the 
$250,000 dollars his offi ce has 
allocated for a dog run at Bronx 
Park East and Lydig Avenue 
(which was the brainchild of 
our very own members Andrea 
Siegel, Edith Blitzer and Jackie 
Lutnick)  and an  animal shel-
ter that has been recently ap-
proved for the Bronx.  His offi ce 
will be researching the many 
complaints from the audience 
regarding the terrible traffi c 
conditions during  the morn-
ing rush hours on Bronx Park 
East and Allerton Avenue and 
Boston Road and White Plains 
Road.   He will request traffi c 
enforcement agents for those 
time periods.  An attendee also 
brought to his attention the ha-

bitual  double parking and poor 
lighting on Lydig Avenue and 
also White Plains Road and 
Pelham Parkway North and 
South.

It was also mentioned there 
is a rat infestation problem  
in the vicinity of  Lydig Av-
enue and White Plains Road.
The Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association  strongly 
urges anyone who has spotted a 
rat to email us at PelhamPark-
wayNA@gmail.com with the 
location  and we will contact 
our point person at the NYC 
Board of Health immediately.

Jimmy was patient as well 
as through with his answers 
and explanations to the varied 
questions and comments.

Everyone wanted to know 
what he will be doing when his 
term ends in December 2017.  
He will be very hard to replace. 
His top priority and service has 
always been to the residents of 
the Bronx. On this question he 
was very evasive.  

The annual tradition of raf-
fl ing turkeys to our members 
followed the meeting. Thanks 
to the generosity of our elected 
offi cials: Councilman James 
Vacca, Councilman Ritchie 
Torres, Senator Jeffrey Klein, 
Assemblymen Mark Gjonaj 
and Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. every person who at-
tended the Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
monthly meeting that needed 
a turkey for Thanksgiving was 
able to receive one.   These do-
nation have brightened the 
faces of many of their more 
needy constituents, who with-
out this donation might not 
have been able to have a turkey 
for Thanksgiving.

Many of our members who 

were fortunate enough to win 
the raffl e were extremely gen-
erous by not accepting and let-
ting a family that was truly 
in need be the recipient of a 
Thanksgiving turkey.  We re-
ally have some wonderful 
members, and the meaning of 
the forthcoming holiday sea-
son shone through,

On Saturday, November 19  
the president of the  Pelham 
Parkway Neighborhood Asso-
ciation  along with a number 
of its members  could be found 
helping out in the community.  
We assisted the Morris Park 
Kiwanis club in giving out 
Thanksgiving meals to fami-
lies in need.  It gives each of us 
who donated their time to this 
worthy cause such a terrifi c 
feeling of community and grat-
itude for what we have.  The 
families who received these 
packages were truly grateful 
for everything they received.

Our next monthly meeting 
will be on Tuesday, December 
13 at 7:15 p.m. at Bronx House.  
We will be having a commu-
nity forum.

Our guests will include 
members of the NYC Sanita-
tion Department, NIDC, Traf-
fi c Enforcement and Legal Aid. 
Please make sure to attend and 
bring all your questions and 
concerns regarding these is-
sues.

The Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association  works 
around the clock and year 
round to improve the quality 
of life in the Pelham Parkway 
community.

We can always be reached by 
email at PelhamParkwayNA@
gmail.com

Wishing everyone a Happy 
Thanksgiving.

A fi re raged at the Stevenson Commons last week. According to 
the FDNY, on Thursday, November 17 at 9:50 a.m., a residential high 
rise fi re broke out on the third fl oor of the 24-story Stevenson 
Commons on 1880 Lafayette Avenue. Firefi ghters were able to gain 
control over the blaze at 10:46 a.m. One person was taken to Albert 
Einstein Medical Center for treatment of minor injuries. The fi re re-
mains under investigation as of press time.

(Above) Firefi ghters assessed the situation after extinguishing 
the fi re at 1880 Lafayette Avenue. Photo by Edwin Soto

FIRE RAGED AT STEVENSON COMMONS
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Gary Lind (l) of AHRC with Senator Klein 
(2nd from l) and the family of the late Howie 
Stone as they unveiled the new art center. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein and AHRC NYC execu-
tive director Gary Lind unveiled a new art 
center on Thursday, November 17 at Howie 
Stone Adult Day Care. The innovative art 
center funded with a $156,000 grant from 
Klein includes a virtual reality room where 
participants use strokes of motion to create 
masterpieces. The center also offers digital 
and traditional photography.

HOWIE STONE
ADULT DAY

 CARE ART CENTER

KIPP Academy Elementary School fourth graders and Publicolor unveiled a mural directly across from their 730 Concourse Village West 
school on Thursday, November 17. The project was part of Publicolor’s Color Club, a program engaging at-risk students in an innovative 
approach applying color, design and design thinking to promote academic success, job readiness and community service.
yritia Groves (l), KIPP Academy principal; Emily Collado (2nd from r), social worker and Irma Nepomuceno, Paint Club Community Relations 
manager with the students. Photo by Aracelis Batista

KIPP ACADEMY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL UNVEILS MURAL

Abby Yaqhoubi, building owner, displayed a 
plaque thanking KIPP Academy Elementary 
School and Pubilcolor for beautifying the 
community. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(l-r) Naima Cuffy, Cayden Cousins, 
Talia Beckett, Issa Diallo and Amy 
Clarke gave a crowd-pleasing per-
formance at the Korea Society. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx Charter School 
for Better Learning

The Bronx Charter School for Better 
Learning was invited by the consul 
general of the Republic of Korea to 
perform Korean songs at a special 
event commemorating the 50th an-
niversary of the U.S. Peace Corps 
entering Korea. Gheewhan Kim, the 
consul general of the Republic of Ko-
rea in New York, attended the recep-
tion and ceremony on Wednesday, 
November 16 at the Korea Society.

BX CHARTER  SCHOOL
 PERFORMS AT KOREA

 SOCIETY
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(l-r) Josephine Fanelli, FIAME president; author Alexa Serodidio and Joanne Rubino, FIAME 
Journal chairwoman. Photo by Miriam Quin

‘Finding Your Peace Within the Chaos’ author Alexa Servodidio was the featured guest for 
the Forum of Italian American Educators’ Meet the Author Book Night on Thursday, Novem-
ber 17 at the Belmont Library/Enrico Fermi Culture Center.

FIAME BOOK NIGHT AT THE BELMONT LIBRARY

On the week of Monday, November 14, Metro Optics celebrated a Holiday Toy Drive benefi t-
ing BronxWorks children. Metro Optics’ four locations in Parkchester, Westchester Square, 
Hunts Point and Throggs Neck will collect new and unwrapped toy donations through Mon-
day, December 19. Metro Optics will offer those who donate toys a $50 gift coupon and a 
BronxWorks bracelet while supplies last.
Longtime Metro Optics patients Beatrice (r) and Lauren (2nd from r) were the fi rst to donate 
three gifts to the Holiday Toy Drive benefi tting BronxWorks children. 
 Photo courtesy of Metro Optics

METRO OPTICS’ TOY DRIVE HELPS YOUNGSTERS

While autumn is back-to-school season for many New Yorkers, 40 dedicated volunteers graduated on Wednesday, November 9 
from the Partnerships for Parks Academy Fellowship program. Linda Kemp of Bringing the Peace at Drew Park, Denise Cooper 
and Elsa Mitchel of Educators and Friends at Bronx Park Oval and Zimmerman Playground were three Bronx volunteers in the 
2016 graduating class.

BRONX VOLUNTEERS GRADUATE
PARTNERSHIPS FOR PARKS 

(right) Linda Kemp (c) graciously accepted her certifi cate of completion from City Parks Foundation executive director Heather 
Lubov and NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell Silver. Photo by Malcolm Pinckney

Many attended the Partnership for Parks Fellowship Academy Graduation Ceremony. Photo by Melanie Rieders
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Pat Kiernan (back, c), NY1 Morning News anchor, read his new book, ‘Good Morning, City’ to 
Mott Haven Academy Charter School fi rst graders. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

NY1 Morning News anchor Pat Kiernan visited the New York Foundling’s Charter School Mott 
Haven Academy on Tuesday, November 15 to read his own children’s book, ‘Good Morning, 
City’ to fi rst graders. Kiernan’s book went on sale nationwide this same day and Macmillan 
Publishers have agreed for the next two weeks to donate $5 from every copy sold to the 
New York Foundling.

NY1’S ANCHORMAN READS TO MOTT HAVEN STUDENTS

Cathy Praino (l) presented an award to teacher Amy Labbate (c) who spearheaded the part-
nership. Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

Cathy Praino and Judy Lanci visited P.S. 304 on Friday, November 4 to present the school 
a certifi cate of appreciation from troops stationed in Afghanistan. P.S. 304 students wrote 
letters and donated candy, toothpaste and toothbrushes and socks for the soldiers de-
ployed overseas.

SOLDIERS DEPLOYED OVERSEAS SALUTE P.S. 304

St. Francis Xavier School students and faculty competed in a fun-fi lled volleyball game on Friday, November 18 inside their school’s gymnasium.

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER SCHOOL HOSTS STUDENT/FACULTY VOLLEYBALL GAME

Teachers and eighth grade students were ready to play some volleyball! Photo by Laura Stone
(l-r) Referee John Capozzo with coaches, Joe O’Donnell and Anthony 
Hart. Photo by Laura Stone

Grand marshal retired U.S. Marine Corp. lieutenant colonel 
Ron Watson, his wife Elizabeth Watson and retired Vietnam 
Marine Corp. veteran master gunnery sergeant Chris Devoy 
marched in this year’s 32nd Bronx Veterans’ Day Parade in 
Throggs Neck on Sunday, November 13.

LT. COL WATSON, M. SGT 
DEVOY MARCH IN PARADE

(l-r) Grand marshal retired U.S. Marine Corp. lieutenant colo-
nel Ron Watson, his wife Elizabeth  and retired Vietnam Ma-
rine Corp. veteran master gunnery sergeant Chris Devoy. 
 Photo courtesy of Ron Watson
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WCS’s 96 Elephants Campaign smashes  records
It’s offi cial! WCS’s (Wildlife 

Conservation Society) Bronx 
Zoo is home to the world’s 
largest display of origami ele-
phants and has been certifi ed 
by Guinness World Records.
tm

 In total, 204,481 origami el-
ephants were sent to the Bronx 
Zoo from all 50 states, 40 coun-
tries, and 45 AZA zoos. More 
than 78,564 were mounted and 
included in the record setting 
display. The offi cial GUIN-
NESS WORLD RECORDS 
count certifi es the new record 
at 78,564.

 The previous record was 
set in 2014 by the Zoological 
Society of London/Whipsnade 
Zoo in Great Britain, which 
displayed 33,764 origami ele-
phants.

 The Bronx Zoo display is 
part of WCS’s 96 Elephants 
campaign. The origami ele-

phants came from an incredi-
bly diverse array of folders in-
cluding a 109 year old woman, 
students from a school of the 
deaf, as well as participants 
from Iran, Kazakhstan, Egypt, 
and 37 other countries.

 “96 Elephants and its part-
ners have broken the Guinness 
World Records title for largest 
display of origami elephants 
to honor the 35,000 elephants 
that are lost each year to 
poaching,” said John Calvelli, 
WCS executive vice president 
for Public Affairs and Direc-
tor of the 96 Elephants Cam-
paign. “WCS’s Bronx Zoo re-
ceived these gems of folded 
paper from all over the world 
and assembled them into this 
gorgeous display as a simple 
gesture that sends a powerful 
message to the world that we 
are standing together to save 
these majestic animals.”

 The successful attempt 
was made on Thursday, No-
vember 17, the twelfth annual 
Guinness World Records DAY, 
an international celebration of 
record breaking which unites 
the globe as thousands of peo-
ple come together to attempt to 
secure a prestigious Guinness 
World Records title.

 The record setting display 
will not be open to the public 
due to the sheer size, but many 
of the origami elephants will 
be incorporated into a holiday 
exhibit in Zoo Center for pub-
lic viewing through the month 
of December. The exhibit will 
demonstrate the overwhelm-
ing global support generated 
by the 96 Elephants campaign 
for efforts to save elephants 
from extinction by ending the 
ivory trade.

 WCS’s 96 Elephants cam-
paign worked with Origa-

miUSA to organize the record 
setting effort with additional 
support from Asia Society, As-
sociation of Zoos and Aquari-
ums, Boy Scouts of America 
Greater New York Councils, 
Children’s Museum of the 
Arts, Girl Scout Council of 
Greater New York, Japan So-
ciety, Origamodo, and Tuttle 
Publishing.

Others can continue to 
raise awareness about the ele-
phant poaching crisis by creat-
ing customized digital origami 
elephant at www.96elephants.
org. 

 For more on why WCS em-
barked on this project, check 
out the most recent post on the 
WCS Wild View photo blog at 
http://blog.wcs.org/photo/.

Stunning display of 78,564 at WCS’s Bronx Zoo obliterates previous re-
cord.                       Photo courtesy of Julie Larsen Maher
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Permission to build Santa Maria School granted in 1949

(Right) Santa Maria School on 
Zerega Avenue.

Father John Caldarola 
spent 25 years as pastor of 
Santa Maria Parish. His ten-
ure as pastor ran from 1947 
to 1972 and he was not in 
that position very long be-
fore seeking the authority to 
build a parish school. 

Permission was granted 
by the diocese in 1949 and 
the property at 1510 Zerega 
Avenue was purchased the 
following year with the 
groundbreaking ceremony 
performed on August 26, 1950 
by the Most Reverend Joseph 
P. Donohue, Vicar General of 
the archdiocese. 

 Construction moved rap-
idly and the $350,000 school 
was ready for classes by Sep-
tember. Francis Cardinal 
Spellman led the dedication 
and blessing on September 
16, 1951 before several thou-
sand parishioners and well-
wishers. 

This was still a largely 
Italian parish and the cardi-
nal was quoted the next day 
in the New York Times prais-
ing the Italians for their 
“love of God, love of country 
and love of family.” 

The school, which was 
built to accommodate 500 

students, was ready to open 
that same day with Sister Do-
lorita as principal. She was 
succeeded by Sister Ernes-
tine in 1952 and then Sister 
Thomasine served from 1954 
to 1960 and saw the fi rst grad-
uation class was in 1957.  

The offi cial school song 
became: “When I see my 
Fleur de Lis, I’ll remember 
you.”  Sister Rosemary suc-
ceeded Sister Thomasine as 
principal and the school con-
tinued to fl ourish.

Ground was broken for 
the auditorium which also 
served as a gymnasium on 
All Saints Day of 1955. Con-
struction continued apace 
and the new building was 
soon completed and solemnly 
dedicated by Bishop Joseph 
M. Pernicone on April 28, 
1957. 

The parish debt had been 
paid off in March of 1957 and 
the parish turned its atten-
tion to a convent for the sis-
ters, the Apostles of the Sa-

cred Heart of Jesus. 
Groundbreaking for the 

Santa Maria Convent took 
place on February 24, 1963 
and the cornerstone was laid 
and blessed on June 30th of 
that year. Bishop Pernicone 
returned to the parish for 
the solemn dedication of the 
convent on May 31, 1964. Sis-
ter Mary Grace became the 
fi rst Mother Superior of the 
convent and principal of the 
school. 

Sister Diane Mastroianna 
currently serves as princi-
pal. Although the student 
body and the teaching staff 
have changed considerably 
over the years, there are cur-
rently about 250 students in 
the school and the quality 
of education has remained 
high.

REPRINTED FROM 2/9/2012



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 25-DECEMBER 1, 201656    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 25-DECEMBER 1, 2016 57  BTR

Wave Hill will offer the following pro-
grams:

Saturday, December 3; Sunday, De-
cember 4: Family Art Project: Season’s 
Greetings!: Get into the spirit of drawing 
winter in the garden by drafting fl ip-open 
frames and pop-out nature images refl ect-
ing early signs of winter. At 11:30 a.m., join 
in for special live-action drawing/storytell-
ing by guest artist Jeff Hopkins, and par-
ticipate in his interactive story-mural about 
the season! 

Saturday, December 3: Garden & Con-
servatory Highlights Walk: Join in for an 
hour-long tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. Free, and admission to the grounds 
is free until noon.

Saturday, December 3: GALLERY 
TOUR: Join Wave Hill’s Curatorial Fellow 
for a tour of Glyndor Gallery exhibitions. 
Jackie Brookner: Of Nature is a retrospec-
tive that traces the expansive work of an 
artist focused on environmental issues. 
In the Sunroom Project Space, Denise 
Treizman’s playful sculptural installation 
emphasizes the throwaway culture preva-
lent today, juxtaposing vestiges of urban 
culture with the natural environment sur-
rounding it. 

Sunday, December 4: Pre-Concert 
Tea: Enjoy Afternoon Tea in the Mark 
Twain Room prior to today’s concert in 
Armor Hall. The Café at Wave Hill pairs a 
classic menu with an assortment of green, 
black and herbal teas. This traditional tea 
service includes the four classic elements 
of savory, scones, sweets and tea. The 
menu, presented by Great Performances, 
includes an array of tea sandwiches, 
scones and bite-sized desserts. After-
noon Tea also includes a glass of spar-

kling wine and strawberries. Afternoon 
Tea Service is $36. Wave Hill Members 
receive a 10% discount. Advanced regis-
tration is required, online at wavehill.org. 

Sunday, December 4: Concert: Swing-
time Big Band: For its second annual con-
cert at Wave Hill, Swingtime Big Band, 
the authentic 20-piece swing band led 
by Steven Shaiman, offers a joyous col-
lection of Swing Era classics. Hailed by 
The New York Times as “musicians who 
make the sounds of the pre-rock era rock”, 
the program features timeless music 
from the libraries of Glenn Miller, Tommy 
Dorsey, Duke Ellington, Artie Shaw and 
Les Brown, with holiday favorites, includ-
ing highlights from The Nutcracker Suite, 
in the mix. Special ticket pricing: $45/$35 
Wave Hill Member for this full length con-
cert with intermission. Order tickets online 
at wavehill.org or onsite at the Perkins Vis-
itors Center. 

Sunday, December 4: Garden High-
lights Walk: Join in for an hour-long tour of 
seasonal garden highlights. Free with ad-
mission to the grounds.

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 252nd 
Street. For further information call (718) 
549-3200, ext. 232.

* * *
BAAD! The Bronx Academy of Arts 

and Dance presents Los Nutcrackers: A 
Christmas Carajo, written by Charles Rice-
González and directed by Luis Cabal-
lero. This marks the second year that the 
award-winning director of Off-Broadway 
hits La Lupe: My Life and My Destiny and 
DC-7 The Roberto Clemente Story steps 
in to helm the work. The play interweaves 
two holiday classics,The Nutcracker and 
A Christmas Carol, and creates a queer, 

Latino play about a gay couple who go on 
a psychedelic trip through their lives one 
Christmas Eve. The play will be presented 
December 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 16, and 17 at 8 
p.m.; Saturday, December 10 at 3 p.m. at 
BAAD!, 2474 Westchester Avenue in the 
Westchester Square section. Tickets are 
$25 with discounts offered for seniors 
and students.  For reservations call 718-
918-2110 or visit www.BAADBronx.org. 
BAAD! can be reached by the #6 train to 
Westchester Square.

This  gay, Latino  comedic  play  cen-
ters  around  a couple,  Carlos  and  Ga-
briel,  who  have  been together for 15 
years. Their arguing and fi ghting has 
reached the queer heavens from which 
comes a diva spirit who guides them on a 
trip through their lives. They travel to the 
fi rst time they met back in 1986 at a white 
party at the Palladium dancing to Lisa Lisa 
and Cult Jam to a catastrophic trip to City 
Center to see The Nutcracker, to a dinner 
party with Martha  Stewart fanatics, and 
more.

The play also features a talented and 
sexy cast of actors returning for their 
second year with Justin Crowley, Jona-
than Cruz, Arnold Godoy, Adriel Muñoz 
and performing in it for the fi rst time: Wil-
liem Jiménez and the legendary cabaret 
performer Barbra Herr. Los Nutcrack-
ers spent three years in development at 
BAAD!, then had its premiere production 
in 2004.

Charles Rice-González has written 
several plays including Pink Jesus, The 
Artist and I Just Love Andy Gibb pub-
lished this year in Blacktino Queer Per-
formance: A Critical Anthology (Duke 
Press). His lauded debut novel, Chulito, is 

about a 16 year old, Latino thug coming 
out in the South Bronx and he co-edited 
the anthology From Macho to Mariposa: 
New Gay Latino Fiction. He has won sev-
eral awards, including the 2014 Emerging 
Writers Award from the Lambda Literary 
Foundation. He received an MFA in Cre-
ative Writing from Goddard College.

Helen Hayes Award nominee Luis Ca-
ballero, the acclaimed writer, actor and 
fi lm and theater director of Off-Broadway 
hits La Lupe: My Life and My Destiny and 
DC-7 The Roberto Clemente Story, in ad-
dition to dozens of other plays, directs this 
year’s production of Los Nutcrackers: A 
Christmas Carajo. He has directed ex-
tensively in his native Puerto Rico, New 
York City, Los Angeles, and San Fran-
cisco, and his credits as a fi lm director in-
cludes La Gringa: A Tale of a Town, with 
Sully Diaz, the award-winning El Color de 
la Guayaba, and Romeo y Romeo, a gay 
twist on the Romeo and Juliet classic tale. 
He obtained a B.A. in Philosophy from the 
University of Puerto Rico and a Master of 
Arts in Theater and Education from New 
York University.

Crowned “a funky and welcoming per-
formance space” by The New York Times, 
BAAD! is a 70 seat workshop and perfor-
mance space that presents cutting-edge 
and challenging works that are empower-
ing  to  women,  people  of  color  and 
the LGBTQ (lesbian,  gay,  bisexual, trans-
gender and queer) community.   BAAD! is 
home to Arthur Aviles Typical Theatre and 
the Bronx Dance Coalition. In 2013

BAAD! moved from Hunts Point to 
Westchester Square in 2013 and in De-
cember celebrates 18 years of being 
BAAD!

Wave Hill events; BAAD! presents Los Nutcrackers

 The Board of Directors of lo-
cal bank Ponce de Leon Federal 
Bank has adopted a Plan of Reor-
ganization into a Mutual Holding 
Company and Stock Issuance Plan.  
Pursuant to the Plan, the Bank will 
reorganize into a mutual holding 
company with the Bank becom-
ing a wholly owned subsidiary of 
a mid-tier holding company, which 
in turn will be a subsidiary of a fed-
erally chartered mutual holding 
company.  As part of the reorgani-
zation, the mid-tier holding com-
pany proposes to issue a majority of 
its capital stock to the mutual hold-
ing company and not more than 
49.9% of its stock in an offering to 
depositors and other members of 
the Bank, and, possibly, in a com-
munity and public offering.  The 
depositors and other members of 
the Bank will have the same rights 
and privileges at the federally char-
tered mutual holding company as 
they have at the Bank.  All deposits 
at the Bank will continue to be in-
sured by the Federal Deposit Insur-

ance Corporation up to applicable 
limits provided by federal law and 
regulation.  The Plan is subject to 
the approval of the Bank’s members 
and the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System, the Offi ce 
of the Comptroller of the Currency 
and the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation.  Members will receive 
proxy solicitation materials with 
more detailed information seeking 
their approval of the Plan promptly 
following approval of the form of 
those materials by the applicable 
federal regulatory agencies and 
prior to the meeting of members.  
Members will also receive sub-
scription rights to purchase shares 
of the mid-tier holding company 
based on their membership status 
in the bBank as provided for in the 
plan.  

The plan is available for inspec-
tion at the main offi ce of the Bank 
and each of its branch offi ces.  No-
tice of the adoption of the Plan is be-
ing concurrently published in the 
local newspapers.  

Ponce de Leon Federal Bank 
announces the adoption of 
a Plan of Reorganization

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 12/31/2016
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BY MARK SAPLICKI 
AND VINCENT PREZIOSO

What is Thanksgiving?  
Obviously it is the act of giv-
ing thanks or showing grati-
tude.  To us at NEBA it is the 
time of year to give thanks to 
God for what we have and to 
participate in the act of giv-
ing to those less fortunate 
than ourselves. As the holi-
day season is upon us, we ap-
peal to everyone to remember 
those less fortunate than our-
selves.  As we have done every 
year, NEBA delivered fresh 
turkeys and coordinated a 
collection of non-perishable 
foods for the needy. 

St. Lucy’s Food Pantry

Once again this year As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
the Liberty Democratic As-
sociation including our long-
time friend Joe McManus, 
have contributed to feed the 
needy, by donating fresh tur-
keys this Thanksgiving. We 
wish to express our appreci-
ation to the executive board 
and ex-offi cio offi cers of the 
Liberty Democratic Asso-
ciation: Monica Major, Zena 
Twyman, Majorie Valazquez 
Lynch, Luisa Benedetto, Rev. 
Dr. Charles Gorelick, Martin 
Morris, Andrea Siegel and 
Joseph A. McManus. And not 
the least of all is our friend 
Frank Restagno who delivers 
the turkeys to the food pan-
tries. May God bless all these 
wonderful people and their 
families.

Please be aware that St. 
Lucy’s parish runs a food 
pantry for the needy all year 
long, and your donations of 
non-perishable items are al-
ways welcomed. St. Lucy’s is 
located at 833 Mace Avenue, 
at Bronxwood Avenue, (718) 
882-0710.

Franciscan Sisters 

Of The Renewal

Again this year NEBA was 
able to provide non-perishable 
food items for the Franciscan 
Sisters of the Renewal.  The 
sisters’ apostolic mission is 
work with the poor and home-
less and evangelization. The 
backbone of this effort is our 
own seniors’ brigade, headed 
by Louise Restagno and Jan-
ice Shapiro.  They give gener-
ously every year to this cause. 
NEBA was also able to provide 
turkeys to the Franciscan Sis-
ters for distribution to needy 
families.  Again we are thank-
ful to Frank Restagno for de-
livering the goods.  NEBA is 
grateful and humbled by the 
charity shown by all involved 
in this project.

Please be aware that dona-
tions of non-perishable items 
are collected regularly for 
the Franciscan Sisters of the 

Renewal at the Church of the 
Holy Rosary, located at 1510 
Adee Avenue, off Eastchester 
Road, (718) 379-4432.

Con Ed To Address Out-

ages

The Offi ce of Councilman 
James Vacca and NEBA have 
arranged for representatives 
from Con Edison to address 
the frequent power outages 
which occur mainly in the 
Pelham Gardens area.  If you 
are affected by these outages 
you need to attend our upcom-
ing meeting and make your 
voice heard.

Next Meeting: Monday No-
vember 28, at 7:30 p.m., Kings 
Harbor MultiCare Center, 
E. Gun Hill Road at Stillwell 
Avenue – use main entrance. 
Guest speaker:  Representa-
tives from Con Ed re power 
outages in Pelham Gardens.

Representatives from the 
49th Precinct; Senator Jeff 
Klein; Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj; and Councilman 
James Vacca will be present.

There will be no meeting 
or newsletter in December.

Toys for Tots

The Northeast Bronx As-
sociation and Einstein Hospi-
tal will again be sponsoring 
Toys For Tots to benefi t the 
Einstein Children’s Evalua-
tion & Rehabilitation Center 
and the Department of Psy-
chiatry’s Wellness Center.  

We appeal to everyone 
to donate unwrapped toys 
for children ages infant to 
12-years-old, who might not 
otherwise receive such gifts. 
Our seniors’ brigade will be 
collecting unwrapped toys 
on Tuesday, December 6 and 
Tuesday, December 20 be-
tween 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
at Calvary Lutheran Church, 
2407 Eastchester Road at War-
ing Avenue. 

If you are unable to drop 
off toys, please call Mark at 
(718) 519-1723 and he will ar-
range for someone to pick up 
the toys before December 20.  
Based upon your wonderful 
response last year, Einstein 
has expanded the program, 
and we are confi dent we can 
do even better this year, es-
pecially due to the extraor-
dinary generosity of our 
seniors, headed by Louise Re-
stagno and Janice Shapiro. 
The children are our future 
so please be generous and 
teach them about caring for 
others.  You can make a dif-
ference in a child’s life.

Homeowner Violation 

Amnesty

At our October meeting, 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
announced that homeown-
ers who have incurred build-
ing violations will be offered 

amnesty, sponsored by his of-
fi ce and the offi ce of Senator 
Jeff Klein.  Filing for amnesty 
must be done before the end of 
2016.  For more information 
you need to contact either 
representative at their num-
bers listed on the rear of this 
newsletter.

‘Tis the Season of Giving

So you want to be charita-
ble, but not sure where to do-
nate?  Or perhaps the funds 
just aren’t there?  No prob-
lem!  Here are few sugges-
tions of organizations who 
will accept donations of goods 
(furniture, clothing, etc.) as 
well as cash: Catholic Chari-
ties, (718) 292-9090; St. Mary’s 
Church , (718) 529-6070; Hous-
ing Works, (212) 366-0820; 
Share House,  (914) 963-4453; 
Salvation Army,  (800) 728-
7825; and St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church  (718) 931-9270.

Some of these organiza-
tions offer fast, free pickups 
on weekdays.

We Are Thankful

The Northeast Bronx As-
sociation is essentially run by 
a small group of dedicated vol-
unteers who go unsung most 
of the year.  None of them 
look for any recognition at all 
– they are satisfi ed with the 
reward of knowing they are 
doing what they can for their 
family and community.  I hope 
all of you will pause with me 
for a moment to give thanks 
for our volunteers. The job of 
running a neighborhood as-
sociation is a heavy burden, 
but it is certainly a little eas-
ier when people care enough 
to step forward and volunteer 
unselfi shly for the benefi t 
of their neighbors.  To all of 
our volunteers, members and 
friends, many blessings for 
a happy and healthy holiday 
season!

Funding for our Seniors 
Day Out program has been re-
newed, thanks to grants spon-
sored by Councilman Vacca 
and Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr.  This will allow 
our seniors to plan activities 
through June 2016.  NEBA 
charges neither dues nor fees 
for any of the programs we 
offer.  As a not-for-profi t cor-
poration, NEBA works hard 
to secure public funding, 
such as the grant herein men-
tioned. Our seniors are eter-
nally grateful for the ongoing 
fi nancial support of Coun-
cilman Vacca, and Borough 

President Diaz.  May God 
bless our seniors, our repre-
sentatives…and the U.S.A.

Thank you, Bronx Zoo

For several years the 
Wildlife Conservation So-
ciety/Bronx Zoo has under-
written the Community Ac-
cess Program, which reaches 
out to community based or-
ganizations in an effort to 
create greater awareness 
and access to the programs 
at the Bronx Zoo.  The NEBA 
is proud to have been associ-
ated with this program and 
we are grateful for the efforts 
of Stephanie Sukhoo in this 
regard.

Pelham Pkwy N. 

Reconstruction

Community Board 11 has 
informed us that the follow-
ing concessions have been 
agreed upon by the city: 

1) The un-named street by 
the NY Insitute for Special 
Education, which was slated 
to be removed and given over 
to the NYC Parks Depart-
ment, will now remain an ac-
cess point to the main road.

2) the 200-year-old oak tree 
that was slated to be removed 
for a bus stop has been saved 
and is no longer in danger of 
being removed.

3) A tree task force will 
be set up as we have done on 
the south side of the project 
to review trees slated to be re-
moved.

The community board can 
now support this project.

Arthur Avenue

Borouh President Diaz 
Jr announced that Arthur 
Avenue was named one of 
‘America’s Great Streets’ by 
the American Planning Asso-
ciation.  APA offi cials found 
that Arthur Avenue is one 
of the classic streets of New 
York City, combining ethnic 
and economic diversity and 
a strong commercial and cul-
tural base. It celebrates its 
rich Italian heritage and cul-
tures with highly-rated res-
taurants, butcher shops, fi ne 
bakeries, world-class delis 
and groceries, and shops of 
all kinds, all in dense, com-
pact mixed-used buildings. 

Please attend our upcom-
ing meeting to receive up-
dates on various community 
concerns, which are cannot 
be disseminated easily in this 
newsletter.

Vision Service 

For Homebound

SUNY College of Optom-
etry, University Eye Center 
has announced free vision 
services for the homebound.

• Are you unable to leave 
your home?

• Do you have diffi culty 
reading, watching TV or do-

ing the other things that you 
enjoy because you can’t see 
well enough?

• Doctors provide free com-
prehensive vision care to 
homebound individuals.

Call (212) 938-4030
This service is provided 

thanks to a generous grant 
from The New York Commu-
nity Trust.

Health & Wellness Fair

Assemblyman Gjonaj and 
Senator Klein in conjunction 
with Bronx House present the 
Winter Health and Wellness 
Fair at Bronx House, 990 Pel-
ham Parkway South, Bronx, 
NY 10461, Monday, December 
12 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Winter Holiday Fire Safety

From the NYC Fire Depart-
ment:

Holiday decorations - be 
careful when using candle; 
make sure you know how to 
safely set up a Christmas tree 
in the home and never over-
load extension cords.

Home heaters - keep chil-
dren away from home heat-
ers; only use space heaters 
from an approved testing lab-
oratory, keep space heaters 
away from bedding, curtains 
and furniture and the use of 
kerosene heaters in NYC is il-
legal.

Electrical - do not use too 
many appliances at one time 
– you may overload circuits 
and start a fi re; continued use 
of space heaters at high tem-
perature may cause a fi re; 
and use proper gauge exten-
sion cords.  Read and follow 
all instructions for decora-
tive lighting.

Smoke detectors - did you 
remember to change the bat-
teries in your smoke detector 
when you changed your clock 
for Daylight Savings time?  If 
not, do so now.

Want To Help 

Prevent Crime?

From the NYPD Commu-
nity Affairs Bureau

     One of the best ways 
you can assist the NYPD to 
prevent crime and fi ght ter-
rorism is to install a camera 
surveillance system for your 
business or residence.  Sys-
tems are surprisingly afford-
able and easily self-installed.  

Working together makes 
our partnership stronger, and 
our city and neighborhoods 
safer.  

For more information, con-
tact the NYPD Crime Preven-
tion Division at (212) 614-6741.  

God bless you and your 
families this holiday season. 
Be thankful for what you 
have and share some of it 
with those less fortunate than 
yourself. And may God bless 
America.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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“We’re the only program that has won the A, AA 
and AAA. We’re not going to do anything easy. 
We’re joing to just keep working. Tha’st our 
motto. March on.”
C.J. O’NEIL   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

BY LAURA AMATO
It felt like one step forward, 

two steps back. 
The Cardinal Spell-

man football team fell 32-
22 to Moore Catholic in the 
NYCHSFL ‘A’ championship 
game at Mitchel Field Athletic 
Complex in Uniondale on Nov. 
19. It’s the second straight 
year the Pilots have come up 
just short of a title. 

Spellman did its best to 
climb out of an early-game 
defi cit, but the squad could 
never quite get over that fi -
nal hump as the Mavericks 
seemed to fi nd an answer for 
every one of the Pilots’ high-
light moments. 

“I’m very proud of my 
kids,” Spellman coach Wil-
liam Cawley said. “They came 
to play and they didn’t take 

anything for granted in the 
beginning. They did a great 
job, but I’m just pretty disap-
pointed at the moment.”

The Pilots thought they 
had seized some fi rst-quarter 
momentum when Noah Stew-
art pushed his way into the 
end zone from one yard out, 
but a holding call in the back-
fi eld negated the score. 

And things only got worse 
from there. 

Spellman’s fi eld goal at-
tempt three players later – on 
the fi rst play of the second 
quarter – was blocked and the 
Pilots’ ensuing drive ended 
with a fumble. Moore took ad-
vantage of the miscues over 
the next nine minutes, jump-
ing out to an 18-point lead 
heading into the break. 

“I was really disappointed 

in the fi rst half,” Cawley said. 
“We were on the goal line and 
we made too many mistakes. 
They had a great gameplan 
and we had to adjust at half-
time.”

The Pilots did adjust and 
Spellman’s offensive line 
started to fi nd some traction 
in the third quarter. Jordi 
Mota got his squad on the 
board with 3:06 left in the pe-
riod on a hard-fought one-yard 
push. It was enough to give 
the squad just a bit of much-
needed confi dence. 

“It took a couple of pep 
talks from coach at halftime 
and some scheming on the 
offensive side of the ball,” se-
nior center Robert Rodriguez 
said. “It worked, credit to the 
coaches we started to move 
the ball up and down in the 

second half.”
Moore, however, refused 

to go away and the Mavericks 
responded to each Spellman 
push down the stretch. The 
Pilots got within four twice – 
on touchdown runs by Darrell 
Okpo and Rodney N’Guessan 
– but Moore’s offense simply 
could not be slowed down. 

The Mavericks – who were 
missing a more than half of 
their usual o-line starters – 
hit big-time conversions on 
each of their late-game drives 
as Vincenzo Scarola found 
Zachary Hampton for re-
ceptions of 44 and 22 yards. 
Hampton’s second catch came 
on 4th-and-3 from the Spell-
man 29-yard line. 

“If we stop them there, 
it’s a different game,” Cawley 
said. “We even told them what 

the play was going to be. But 
the kid made a great catch, a 
great play. Right in the middle 
of three guys, go fi gure.”

Justin Lacks wrapped up 
the win with a one-yard touch-
down – his fourth of the day – 
with 39 seconds left and while 
the loss was a diffi cult one for 
Spellman, the Pilots refused 
to focus on the negatives. 

This squad battled and, al-
most, notched the comeback 
and a game like this only 
serves as fuel for next year’s 
fi re. 

“It’s a big step coming to a 
championship two years in a 
row and then come back and 
fi ght like these guys did,” Ro-
driguez said. “I’m so proud to 
be a part of this team. I feel 
like I’m leaving it in some 
very capable hands.”

PILOTS FALL IN ‘A’ FINALPILOTS FALL IN ‘A’ FINAL

Cardinal Spellman sophomore running back Dante Camp makes a move against the Moore Catholic defense in the NYCHSFL ‘A’ championship on Nov. 19. CNG/Laura Amato
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The New York Yankees an-
nounced special holiday on-sale 
opportunities exclusively for Mas-
tercard cardholders to purchase 
tickets for select 2017 New York 
Yankees home games in April, May 
and June.

 Beginning at 10 a.m. on Fri-
day, November 25, and continuing 
through 10 p.m. on Saturday, De-
cember 24, all fans using their Mas-
tercard may purchase specially 
priced individual game tickets to 
select 2017 New York Yankees home 
games in April, May and June as 
part of the “Mastercard Preferred 
Pricing” program, which offers 
discounts of up to $17 per ticket 
in select seating categories when 
purchasing tickets using a Master-
card.

 Select Mastercard $5 Games 
(April 12, April 18, May 3) and Half-
Price Games (May 25, June 22) will 
also be available for purchase dur-
ing this on-sale.

 Additionally, from 10 a.m. on 
Friday, November 25, through 11:59 
p.m. on Cyber Monday, November 
28, only, there will be a special “Buy 
2, Get 2” offer. All fans can save up 
to 50 percent off select seats with 
this opportunity by using their 
Mastercard and the code MCB2G2. 
The “Buy 2, Get 2” offer is valid for 
eight games during the 2017 season 
(April 14, April 16, April 17, April 
28, May 2, May 26, May 28 and June 
20.

 Fans interested in taking ad-
vantage of the above special single-
game Mastercard on-sale oppor-
tunities may purchase tickets by 
visiting www.yankees.com/price-
less or www.yankeesbeisbol.com, 
or by calling Ticketmaster at (877) 
469-9849 or (800) 943-4327 (TTY). 

This on-sale opportunity will not 
be available at the Yankee Stadium 
Ticket Office or Ticketmaster out-
lets.

 Existing Yankees Season Ticket 
Licensees using their Mastercard 
will have special advanced access 
to all of the above ticket specials 
during an exclusive pre-on-sale 
from 8. to 10 a.m. ET on Friday, No-
vember 25.

 New single-game ticket initia-
tives for 2017

 In a continuing effort to provide 
Yankees fans with an increased 
number of value-price single-game 
ticket options, the Yankees are in-
troducing two new offers: the $15 
Pinstripe Pass ticket and a $10 
Grandstand Level ticket. With the 
introduction of these two new sin-
gle-game ticket offers, an addi-
tional 200,000 single-game tickets 
priced at $15-or-less will be made 
available to fans for the 2017 regu-
lar season. These two single-game 
ticket offers will be available for 
select games and can be purchased 
during the Holiday Ticket On-Sale 
presented by Mastercard.

 Pinstripe Pass: Starting at $15 
and available for every 2017 regular 
season home game, the Pinstripe 
Pass ticket is a general admission 
standing room only ticket which 
also includes one drink (choices 
include a 12 oz. domestic beer for 
those age 21 and over with valid ID, 
a Pepsi product or a bottle of Po-
land Spring water). Fans purchas-
ing a Pinstripe Pass will be able to 
enjoy the game from non-assigned 
standing room locations through-
out the Stadium or at any of the 
recently announced social gather-
ing locations, including the Mas-
tercard Batter’s Eye Deck, Bullpen 

Landings, Budweiser Party Decks, 
AT&T Sports Lounge (featuring Di-
recTV service) and Sunrun Kids 
Clubhouse. Pinstripe Pass quanti-
ties and starting prices will vary 
for each game.

 For more information regard-
ing Yankee Stadium enhancements 
and social gathering locations in 
2017, please visit www.yankees.
com/enhancements.

For more information regarding 
the Pinstripe Pass visit www.yan-
kees.com/pinstripepass.

 $10 Grandstand tickets: For ev-
ery 2017 regular season home game, 
the Yankees will offer $10 Grand-
stand Tickets in select Grandstand 
locations. Quantities available will 
vary for each game.

 Select Yankees season ticket 
plans, starting as low as $90 per 
plan, are now on sale. For complete 
season-ticket information, please 
visit www.yankees.com or www.
yankeesbeisbol.com, contact the 
Season Ticket Sales and Service 
Department via e-mail at season-
tickets@yankees.com or call (212) 
YANKEES [212-926-5337].

 For assistance with purchasing 
group tickets for individual games 
during the 2017 regular season, a 
Yankees group sales representative 
can be reached at groups@yankees.
com or by calling (212) YANKEES 
[212-926-5337]. Individual-game 
suites are available by contacting 
the Yankees Premium Sales and 
Services Department at premium@

2016 Warriors Football Week 10
Saturday was Playoff Game Day in 

both divisions . The winners of these 
games move on to next weeks Champi-
onship Finals Games being played at 
Cardinal Spellman High School.

JR. PEE WEE DIVISION
The fi rst playoff game of the day 

was Jimmy Ryan’s Giants(7-2) vs. 
O’Connor Carpet Bears(2-7)

The Giants defeated the Bears 13-0 
to advance to the fi nals.

The last game of the Jr. Pee Wee 
playoff games was the Cardinal Spell-
man Jets(8-1) vs Middletown Animal 
Clinic Chiefs(1-8)

With a win over the Chiefs the 
Jets will earn the right to play for the 
championship against the Giants next 
week at Spellman HS. 2 TD’s were 
scored  by  Jets QB Nicolas Busta-
mante with great protection from the 

O line which was led by Daniel Ortiz, 
Matthew Gutierrez, Evan Cintrion 
,RB James Kelly and WR Keanu Si-
erra ...the Defense stood tall led by 
Carson Lowe, Patrick Walsh, Johan-
nesen Paulino, Hassan Blakley, Mar-
cus Maldonado,   Dontaye Morton, 
Jayden Perez and Ndulbsi Nwosu.  Fi-
nal Score  Jets 12 Chiefs 0.

PEE WEE DIVISION
In the fi rst game the Schuyler Hill 

F.H. Javelins(7-2) vs .Ralph G. Gior-
dano Saints(3-6)

The Javelins advanced to the 
Championship game by defeating the 
Saints 21-14

The last playoff game of the day saw 
the McNulty F.H. Rams(0-9) vs. Scavel-
lo’s On The Island Black Knights(8-1)

Black knights Logan Arroyo 
started the game off with a 20 yard 

run and throughout the game he con-
tinued to have an outstanding run-
ning game. Adonis Santiago scored 
the fi rst touchdown in the fi rst quar-
ter of the game.  The second touch-
down was scored by  Aidan Hanley-
Piri with a 15 yard run in the 4th 
quarter of the game.  The third touch-
down was scored by Adonis Santiago 
with the extra point being scored by 
Mark Piri.  Christopher Davis, Adonis 
Santiago, and Aidan Hanley-Piri all 
ran for good  yards throughout the 
game.  Mark Piri played an extraordi-
nary game both offensively and defen-
sively.  The Offensive line played out-
standing led by  Dominick DiNapoli, 
DJ Guthrie,  Ferdinand Cosom, and  
Daniel Donohue. The Black Knights 
defensive team played a fantastic 
game stopping the Rams and preserv-
ing the shutout.  Mark Piri, DJ Guth-

rie, Daniel Donohue, Aidan Hanley-
Piri and Christopher Davis all made 
many key tackles throughout the 
game.  Outstanding Defensive Line-
men were DJ Guthrie, Quincy Mitch-
ell, Daniel Donohue, and Ferdinand 
Cosom . Final Score Black Knights 19 
Rams 0. 

THE CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS
SATURDAY NOV. 26

CARDINAL SPELLMAN HS

9AM 
JR. PEE WEE DIVISION
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

Jets(9-1) vs. Giants(8-2)

11AM 
PEE WEE DIVISION

CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
Black Knights (9-1) vs. Javelins (8-2)

Yankees Announce 2017 Holiday Tickets On Sale Presented By Mastercard

 On Saturday, October 22, 2016 vs. 
Moore Catholic, Mount St. Michael 
Academy’s Football Coach, Mario Val-
entini ‘69 posted his 200th win in 20+ 
year career as head coach. This accom-
plishment adds his name to a short list 
of great coaches who have reached this 
milestone. 

Coach V as he is more commonly 
known is a proud alumnus of Mount 
St. Michael Academy. In addition to be-
ing the Head Football Coach, he also 
serves as the school’s Athletic Director 
and Chair of the Phys Ed Department. 

The 1969 graduate of The Mount 
played QB for legendary coach Howie 
Smith. Coach Valentini began his ca-
reer in 1974 at Westchester Commu-
nity College where he coached the Re-
ceivers and QB’s for fi ve years. Coach 
V joined the Mount staff in 1979 as an 
assistant to Joe Tricario, Sr. where he 

coached the defensive backs and served 
as Defensive Coordinator. 

Coach Valentini became only the sev-
enth Head Coach in Mount St. Michael 
history in 1984. Under Coach Valenti-
ni’s guidance, The Mount has won three 
CHSFL City Championships in ‘92, ‘96 and 
‘97 as well as an appearance in the 1986, 
2006 and 2007 finals. Mount also won the 
“AA” Championship in 2009. Coach Valen-
tini gives credit to his assistant coaches 
and athletes for all the success The Mount 
football program has achieved. 

About Mount St. Michael Acad-
emy

Mount Saint Michael Academy, 
in the tradition of the Marist Broth-
ers of the Schools, provides a Catho-
lic, college preparatory education to 
a brotherhood of young men, grades 
6 through 12. For more information, 
visit www.mtstmichael.org.

Mount football coach celebrates 200th win
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2016 AFC Rapid Soccer Week 11
It was a beautiful day out for soccer on Saturday 

11/19/2016! It was so wonderful to see the fi eld packed 
with so many supporters cheering on all three excit-
ing games. One the small fi eld we had the 2 fi nal pee 
wee games and trophy ceremony,  an intense cham-
pionship game and the big fi eld we had the minors 
playoff games plus Intermediates and Boys Majors 
All Star Games!!!  Unfortunately Sunday was not as 
nice and the games had to be cancelled due to fi eld 
conditions. Don’t forget Girls Majors All Star game 
and trophies will be on 11/27 at 11am.

PEE WEES
Thank you to all the parents and on fi eld volun-

teers this season! We hope you all enjoyed your Sat-
urday mornings with us and look forward to seeing 
you all again next year! The kids seemed to have a 
lot of fun learning the game of soccer and making 
new friends! At the end of the day, having fun is what 
matters the most!!

BANTAMS 
Rainbow Palace Day Care put up a good fi ght in 

the Championship game against International Ca-
terers. Francesco Maffei and Jacob Smith scored in 
the 5-2 loss. Congratulations to Christian Vasquez, 
Owen O’Sullivan, Angel Carillo, Isabella D’oro, An-
gelina Rodriguez, Mario Santucci, Michael Rocco, 
Lucas Zottola, Francesco Maffei and Jacob Smith 
on a successful season and exceeding many expec-
tations.

The pressure was on for INTERNATIONAL CA-
TERERS. With the victory, the unbeaten Interna-
tional Caterers played their championship game 
on Saturday 11.19.2016 against Rainbow Palace Day 
Care winning 5-2. The teams star player Amber Kur-
tovic scores 4 goals, Danny DeCicco scores 1 goal in 
the last minute. The assist came from Emma Kur-
tovic, Adriana Flores & Alessandra Romeo. Holding 
the game down were Matthew Moreno, Natalie Cas-
tro & Eric Vega and with our goalie Olivia Torres 
saving shots ended up bloody and bruised. This was 
an unbelievable season for the international Cater-
ers.

MINORS
Exciting game. The teams recognize this is the 

playoff game and they are playing with all heart. 
First to score was Island Current Fleet. Team as-
sisted Daniel Lopez in the fi rst score. Joshua Nunez 
scored 2 and David Pemberton scored 2 no assist. 
Louie & Ernie scored twice in the second half. Final 
score Island Current Fleet with the win 5-2 Island 
Current Fleet advances to the championship game 
on 11/20. 

INTERMEDIATES
Fatima and Scavello’s teamed up against Mc-

Nulty funeral home and Patrick Wynn in all star 
game. Chris Crowe ,Max Wiehler, Finn Wiehler, 
Conner Delatore, Justin Foster and Blaise Baumann 
were chosen from Scavello’s. Joe Cala, Rocco Cino-
tti, Aiden Martinucci, Sonny Tucci, Johnny, Aiden 
and Conner from Fatima. Such an exciting game 
Joe Cala scored the fi rst goal in the fi rst half. Sec-
ond half Justin Foster scored second goal. Red team 
came back scoring two goals to tie the game. In the 
shoot out Blaise Baumann was in net for black team. 
Joe Cala, Aiden Martinucci Chris Crowe and Rocco 
Cinotti scored goals. Blaise Baumann made and 
awesome save Black team won. 

Was a great game went down 2-0. Jack Murphy 
scored an early goal in the second half. Osmani pulls 
it level with a great break away goal late. Red pushed 
to get the winning goal but was unable to score due 
to excellent defensive and goal keeping. 

Thank you to coaches Noreen Crowe, Thomas 
Manz, and John Castaldo for coaching, and a big 
thank you to Bill Ziegler for putting the game to-
gether!

BOYS MAJORS
On November 19th,AFC Rapids had its annual 

Boys Majors Divisional All Stars Game. The game 
involved All Stars from all 5 teams of the 2016 sea-
son. Schuyler Hill, Alfi e ‘s Place,St.Frances de 
Chantal,Alley Cat Smokehouse and Cardinal Spell-
man were very well represented. First place St. 
Frances teamed up with 4th place Alfi e’s Place mak-
ing up the black team All Stars; while second place 
Alley Cat Smokehouse teamed up with third place 
Schuyler Hill making up the red team all stars....
Cardinal Spellman all Stars were divided accord-
ingly amongst the two teams. 

It was a great game from the start, showing ag-
gressive play and a complete will to win. The Red 
team All STARS team showed a great defensive 
ability to sustain a potent offensive attack from the 
Black All Stars team that ultimately resulted in 
a solid victory with a 3-2 score. All of the 2016 All 
STARS showed grit and competitive spirit that por-
trayed the way the season was played all year long. 
Look out world ...A.F.C. Rapids Soccer is producing 
top notch talent in the Bronx.

Thank you to coaches Ruben Jurado and D Ar-
gyros, and also Gusto Ordonez for coordinating the 
game!

Coach Sandra Kurtovic , Matthew Moreno, Natalie Castro, 
Danny DeCicco, Olivia Torres, Amber Kurtovic, Alessandra 
Romeo, Adrianna Flores, Emma Kurtovic & pictured assistant 
coach Mrs. Flores and assistant coach Mrs. DeCicco not pic-
tured

Owen O’ Sullivan,, Angelina Rodriguez, Angel Carillo Lucas 
Zottola, Isabella Dioro, Michael, Jacob Smith, R Estevez,  Ma-
rio Santucci, Christan Vasquez, Francesco Rocco Maffei

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!
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BY LAURA AMATO
They sang the song twice. 
Every game, the Cardinal Hayes 

football team gathers on the sidelines 
and sings the team’s fi ght song – a tradi-
tion that has defi ned the squad over the 
years as much as anything. 

This game, however, the Cardinals 
sang it twice. 

A championship, after all, deserved 
two rounds. 

The Cardinals clinched their fi rst-
ever NYCHSFL ‘AAA’ championship on 
Nov. 19, defeating Archbishop Stepinac 
at Mitchel Athletic Complex in Union-
dale and coming out on top in one of 
the craziest games the team has ever 
played. 

“We’re the only program that has 
won the A, AA and AAA,” said Hayes 
coach C.J. O’Neil. “We’re not going to do 
anything easy. We’re going to just keep 
working. That’s our motto. March on.”

Shameen Jones scored, what would 
eventually be, the game-clinching 
touchdown for Hayes with 1:31 left on 
the clock, hauling in a Christian Ander-
son pass from 30 yards out and stretch-
ing into the end zone for the points. It 
was the senior’s fi rst touchdown re-
ception of the year, coming back from 
an ACL injury that kept him sidelined 
throughout the regular season. 

He didn’t know he would be able to 

compete in the title game until just a 
few days before. 

“In practice I dropped a couple of 
balls, too anxious to be on the fi eld,” 
Jones said. “I missed the whole season 
just for this game. As soon as I got to the 
end zone, I knew, ‘this is it.’”

Jones’ touchdown reception capped 
off a fi ve-minute drive for Hayes, kept 
alive by quarterback Christian An-
derson. The senior – who made a name 
for himself with his arm this year and 
threw for 351 yards and four touch-
downs in the championship – kept on 

his feet for two of the biggest plays of 
the night, converting on a pair of third 
downs. 

“My coaches give me a lot of respon-
sibility and calling plays from the line,” 
Anderson said. “They gave me a pass 
play, but I chose to check it to a QB draw 
play. It was just me reading the defense 
and making the play.”

Stepinac refused to go down with-
out one last push and the Crusaders 
mounted a late-game comeback on their 
ensuing drive as junior quarterback 
Michael Nicosia played injured, fi nding 

Shawn Harris for a 43-yard touchdown 
strike between two defenders with 26 
seconds left. 

The Crusaders needed the two-point 
conversion to force OT, but Hayes de-
fense, a liability throughout the season, 
came up big in the clutch. Sofi an Mas-
soud, the only freshman on the roster, 
broke up the pass attempt in the end 
zone, preserving the lead and lifting 
Hayes to title glory. 

“That was the biggest play of the sea-
son right there,” O’Neil said. “I’ll tell 
you what, he’s also the smartest kid in 
the school and he’s got a lot of great foot-
ball in front of him.”

It wasn’t easy – the entire season, in 
fact, was a challenge – but, in the end, 
these Cardinals wouldn’t change a sin-
gle thing. Hayes opened up the season 
on a three-game losing skid, battled in-
juries and down-to-the-wire games, but 
after coming up just short last season, 
these Cardinals are fl ying high. 

Now, it’s on to the next challenge and 
the next championship – taking on state 
competition next month. And, no mat-
ter what happens, they’ll still sing the 
song.

“We want to be the best team that’s 
every played in Hayes history,” Ander-
son said. “We’re just going to go into 
practice, take this win and get ready for 
the state championship.”

Hayes clinches fi rst-ever ‘AAA’ championship

BY LAURA AMATO
There was a collective sigh of relief 

as soon as they both put pen to paper. 
Monsignor Scanlan basketball star 

Delphynia Sparks and Cardinal Spell-
man softball standout Deanna Falciglia 
both signed their names on the dotted 
line, committing to VCU and Saint Leo 
Florida, respectively, last week – ce-
menting their future and wrapping up 
a recruiting process that began over a 
year ago. 

“A lot of emotions,” said Falciglia, 
who fi rst verbally committed to the Flor-
ida school in February. “I was very ex-
cited and very relieved and very grate-
ful.”

Sparks – a key part of Scanlan’s 
Archdiocesan championship and fi rst-
ever ‘AA’ state fi nal appearance last sea-
son – visited VCU over the summer and 
knew, as soon as she stepped on campus, 
she’d found a future hoop-home with the 
Rams. 

“I just felt calm and I felt like I was 
at home,” she said. “They remind me of 
my Scanlan team. They’re all goofy and 
they were cracking jokes and it was just 
fun.”

Sparks announced her commitment 
to VCU weeks ago, but it, fi nally, felt of-
fi cial as soon as she inked her name on 
her Letter of Intent. It also cemented 
something she’s been certain of since 
that very fi rst visit – she didn’t need to 

consider another program. She’d found 
the perfect fi t. 

“I really fell in love with the coaching 
staff because they were always support-
ive and they were always there for me 
and they always believed in me,” Sparks 
said. “I’m just proud that I was able to do 
this, set this milestone [for Scanlan].”

And while she still has one fi nal sea-
son of high school hoops ahead of her, 
Sparks is certain she can fi nd a place 
for herself on the Rams roster as soon 
as she joins the squad next year. In fact, 
that was a part of her reason for commit-
ting. 

“They’re a running team so I believe 
that we can score a lot on the break,” 
she said. “And I’ll be able to open up the 
scoring by shooting.”

Falciglia, meanwhile, fi rst discov-
ered Saint Leo while last November 
when she was playing in a softball show-
case at USF and things just seemed to 
fall into place from there.

“They said they liked me and then 
that following January I went to a camp 
and afterwards they gave me an offer,” 
said Falcilia, who helped lead Spellman 
to its fi rst-ever Archdiocesan champi-
onship this past spring. “I’m extremely 

ecstatic to be going there next year. I 
just fell in love with the school and the 
coaches and the team.”

Now that both of their college futures 
are set, Sparks and Falciglia are turn-
ing their collective attention to their re-
spective sports and, most importantly, 
another run at championships. 

“I’m very excited for the high school 
season,” Falciglia said. “I think we have 
another shot at winning. Last year was 
our fi rst championship ever and I think 
this year we have a very good chance 
of winning it again. So I’d like to go out 
with a bang.”

Sparks, Falciglia cement college futures after early commitments

Monsignor Scanlan senior basketball star Del Sparks verbally committed to VCU weeks ago, 
but made it offi cial earlier this month when she signed her national letter of intent to the 
school. CNG/Laura Amato

Cardinal Spellman’s softball standout Dean-
na Falciglia had been ready for this moment 
for over a year before, fi nally, inking her 
name to Saint Leo University in Florida ear-
lier this month. Falciglia Family

Cardinal Hayes wide receiver Emmanuel Oliver spints by the Stepinac secondary in the 
NYCHSFL ‘AAA’ championship game at Mitchel Athletic Complex on Nov. 19. 
 Photo by William Thomas
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meowners for their help in the effort. 
He said that the results exceed expecta-
tions in terms of speed. 

Lisa Sorin, the executive director of 
the nearby Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District, said that 
the investment in the area spoke vol-
umes about it’s future, which she indi-
cated looked bright.  

“What this means is that everyone 
agrees that Morris Park is an amazing 
place and that the commercial corridor 
is a huge value to the neighborhood,” 
she said.

Councilman James Vacca, who 
provided funding to the Morris Park 
BID steering committee for four years 
through different conduits, said that he 
believes BIDs enhance local commer-
cial corridors and bring shoppers to ar-

eas. The councilman called the develop-
ment ‘good news.’

“Morris Park is at the point where 
they will submit their paperwork to the 
city and ultimately it will come to the 
city council as a fi nal step,” said Vacca. 

The councilman added that he will 
provide guidance to the effort, which 
now must submit paperwork to the city 
before going to the NYC City Council, 
the mayor, and the state comptroller’s 
offi ce. 

“I go with what the merchants want 
and I see a majority of the merchants 
wanting this, so it is my focus.” Vacca 
said, adding “I think the possibilities 
are endless.”

William Pedone, owner of Van Nest 
True Value Hardware and chairman of 
the BID steering committee said that 
the BID would provide a unifi ed voice 
for the community’s small businesses. 

Morris Park BID effort scores majority of property, biz owners
From page 1

“Our primary goal is to revitalize 
the commercial corridor and provide 
an ongoing and consistent representa-

tion for the area,” he said.
A similar effort in Throggs Neck is 

also in progress.

Councilman James Vacca visited many of the community and business leaders supporting 
the creation of the Morris Park Business Improvement District as the group announced that 
they achieved a majority of support from business and property owners in the would-be 
BID’s area. Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s offi ce

Golf course pars future; Trump’s plan is popular, but city says ‘no’
in the suburbs around New York City 
such as Winged Foot in the Westchester 
County town of Mamaroneck and at 
Bethpage State Park on Long Island, 
one has never been held in the city itself 
for various reasons.

Residents have voiced concern about 
crime and vandalism in the park, as 
well as overcrowding and lack of bath-
rooms. 

Friends of Ferry Point Park presi-
dent Dorothea Poggi said soccer and 
cricket leagues take over the park ev-
ery weekend, and fi ghting, indecent ex-
posure, gambling and illegal fool and al-
cohol vending aren’t unusual sites. 

“You have thousands of soccer play-
ers drinking and peeing everywhere,” 
she said. “They break every park rule 
every day.”

Poggi said the parks department’s 
$9 million proposal isn’t enough to 
make either side of the park safer or 
suffi ciently upgrade facilities, and has 
thrown her support behind the Trump 
Links proposal.  

“I feel they can’t police that side, so 
let someone else do it,” she said.

Ferry Point Civic Association presi-
dent Joann Sohmers has also come out 
in support of the Trump Links proposal, 
due to many of the same concerns Poggi 
has over the ongoing lack of police pres-
ence and lack of improvements by the 
parks department. 

“I don’t trust them to do it quickly, or 
at all,” she said.

In the early afternoon of Thursday, 
November 17 the park was empty of visi-
tors, save for three men fi shing near the 
southwestern end. 

No Park Enforcement Patrol mem-
bers or NYPD offi cers were to be found, 
and three young men were able to enter 
the park on unlicensed dirt bikes and 
pop wheelies up and down the asphalt 
walking path for several minutes, seem-
ingly without any fear of police action. 

Poggi said ATV and dirt bike riders 

have been an ongoing problem even be-
fore Trump Links was built.

Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rosa 
Rodriguez said the number of Parks En-
forcement Patrol offi cers patrolling the 
borough would be increased from 25 to 
50 next year, but could not say for cer-
tain how many of those offi cers, if any, 
would be roaming Ferry Point Park on 
a regular basis.

While residents have lamented the 
lack of bathrooms at the park, a con-
struction crew was busy at work build-
ing the fi rst comfort station in the park 
in almost two decades. The project is ex-
pected to be completed by summer 2017.

New York City Parks Advocates 
founder Geoffrey Croft has followed the 
development of the course for over a de-
cade. 

He called the Trump Links claim 
that a public park adjacent to the course 
would be unsafe due to fl ying golf balls 
“absurd” and criticized the lack of rev-
enue in the current contract. 

While the course generated $8 mil-
lion in revenue in its fi rst year of op-
eration, Croft said the current compet-
itively-bid awarded contract allows the 
Trump Organization to pay the city 
nothing during its fi rst four years of op-

eration. In addition, the city pays for the 
course’s sewer and water costs. 

The contract also allows the Trump 
Links management to raise green fees 
with little oversight, and the cost of 
playing at the course has already in-
creased signifi cantly in the brief time it 
has been open.

Croft also said the western part of 

Ferry Point Park was in need of far 
more work than whatever the Trump 
organization was willing to spend or 
raise from its business partners. 

“That park needs $100 million worth 
of work,” he said.

Calls to Councilman James Vacca, 
who represents the 13th district, were 
not returned by press time. 

From page 1

Residents have questions about opposing 
plans for Ferry Point Park, including the 
western side used by numerous soccer and 
cricket leagues on weekends. 
 Community News Group / Arthur Cusano
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