
BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Offi cials were searching for 

answers this week on what hap-
pened to a toddler at Lil Stars 
Daycare in Throggs Neck who 
collapsed and later died.

According to the NYPD, police 
responded at 5:30 p.m. to a 911 call 
of “an unresponsive male” at 150 
Prentiss Avenue. 

When offi cers from the 45th 
Precinct arrived they found an 
unconscious and unresponsive 
4-month old boy with no visible 
signs of trauma.

The boy has since been iden-
tifi ed as Cameron Willingham 
whose family lives in Pelham 
Bay. 

An ambulance transported 

Cameron to Jacobi Hospital where 
he was pronounced deceased.

Cameron had reportedly been 
battling pneumonia.

At the time of this article, the 
NYC Medical Examiner is still in-
vestigating the cause of death.

The NYC Department of Health 
released a statement on Tuesday, 
November 15 in conjunction with 
the death and Lil Stars Daycare.

“We are greatly saddened by 
this tragedy. We inspected the 
site on Friday, November 11 and 
launched an investigation,” the 
statement read. “[On November 
15, Lil Stars Day Care was] tem-
porarily suspended and it will not 
be able to operate until the inves-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A second public access event 

for the Jerome Park Reservoir in 
two years has access advocates 
looking to the future. 

The NYC Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection is continu-
ing a pilot program that will see 
the public gain access to the scenic 
water body, albeit under tight se-
curity, on Saturday, November 19 
and Sunday, November 20 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Visitors will be subject to a se-
curity check; no bags, cameras or 
cell phones will be allowed inside, 
according to DEP. 

Walking or jogging on the road 
around the perimeter of the ap-
proximately 93-acre reservoir, 
which is otherwise off limits to the 
public, will be permitted. 

Meanwhile, access activists 
and Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinow-
itz continue discussing possible fu-
ture uses for parts of the reservoir, 
including parkland at its perim-
eter sometime in the future.  

Dinowitz said that currently 
the DEP has not budged in terms 
of a regular usage. 

“We want access to the reser-
voir; we don’t want to swim or boat 
there, but we would like people to 
be able to get closer to the water,” 
said Dinowitz, adding he under-
stands a reservoir’s water supply 
has security needs. 

Around the reservoir are two 
fences, and in between there’s 
room for a public path, said the as-
semblyman. 

In addition, there is a pathway 
on top of a retaining wall that sep-
arates the reservoir into two sepa-
rate basins that he believes could 
be eventually used by the public.  

“This is our goal, and it is a 
long-term goal,” in terms of grant-
ing this type of access, said Di-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Two proposals for the water-

front at Ferry Point Park - one that 
carries the new president-elect’s 
name  – were presented to Commu-
nity Board 10 Monday night.

 Each plan carries a very differ-
ent vision of what the undeveloped 
waterfront land will be used for 
and who will be allowed to use it.   

A proposal by Trump Links at 
Ferry Point golf course, rejected by 
the de Blasio administration last 
month, called for the expansion 
of the 17th and 18th holes into 19.5 
acres of waterfront property just 
north of the Whitestone Bridge. 

In exchange the company 
would develop the remaining piece 
of land into a passive recreation 
park/wildlife sanctuary on their 
dime. 

The developer has also re-
quested  an unprecedented 20-year 
extension to its current 20-year 
lease to counter the improvement’s 
$15 million price tag.

Executives from Trump Links 
petitioned the board to show their 
plan regardless of the mayor’s de-
cision, hoping to sway public opin-
ion.

Trump Links manager Joe Ro-
ediger told the dozens of people 
tightly packed into the Ft. Schuyler 
Home’s meeting room for the hear-
ings that the expansion would cre-
ate a more attractive course that 
could lure a major golf tournament 
and whatever fi nancial windfall 
associated with it to the city.  

“It would be all of you that 
would benefi t from it,” added 
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Groups spar over Ferry Point 
Park’s future

NYBG Holiday Train Show

TRUMP VS. NYC PARKSJerome Park 
Reservoir 

access set for 
Nov. 19 & 20

Celebrating its 25th year, the New York Botanical Garden’s ‘Holiday Train 
Show’ keeps chugging along with new replicas including the Coney Island 
Cyclone and Coney Island’s Wonder Wheel. The must-see holiday tradition 
is open to the public from Saturday, November 19 to Monday, January 16. 
Bill Clear helped construct the train sets and the more than half mile of 
track. See more photos in next week’s paper. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Offi cals investigate death of 
4-month old at daycare center
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Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
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We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Kingsbridge Road/Broadway busi-

ness district will see major improvements 
in coming months thanks to a new batch of 
city funding.

Councilman Andrew Cohen recently 
announced an allocation of $40,000 to the 
Kingsbridge Riverdale Van Cortlandt De-
velopment Corporation through two City 
Council initiatives; the NYC Clean-up Ini-
tiative and the Neighborhood Development 
Grant Initiative. 

“It took years of hard work and collabo-
ration by the elected offi cials and commu-
nity organizations to support development 
of Kingsbridge/Broadway as a destination 
for shoppers,” stated Cohen in a press re-
lease. “We will now be able to make a num-
ber of improvements to our growing retail 
district with this funding.” 

The funding was secured following a 
study of the corridor by Cohen, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz and Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz that determined beau-
tifying the busy business corridor, that 
runs from Van Cortlandt Park to Marble 
Hill, with new trash receptacles and street 
benches, as well as adding community bul-
letin boards and new tree pits was needed. 

In recent years, the roadway has seen the 
addition of  two multi-level shopping centers 
that brought large box stores like Target, 
Petsmart and Bob’s Discount Furniture 
to the neighborhood, as well as several na-

tional chain restaurants. 
Dinowitz said there is still some room for 

improvement. 
“It is exciting to see the amazing renais-

sance that has taken place along Broadway 

in recent years,” Dinowitz stated.  “New de-
velopments, including the construction of 
two new shopping malls, bring a new vital-
ity to this corridor. There is so much more 
potential for growth along Broadway, but it 

must be done in a smart and coordinated 
fashion.”

The road will also likely become a bit 
safer in the near future. 

Cohen spokesman Joshua Stephenson 
told residents at the November 50th Precinct 
Community Council meeting the council-
man was working to get NYC Department 
of Transportation offi cials to attend a meet-
ing with him to discuss possible resolutions 
to traffi c issues compiled last year. 

Several residents at the meeting com-
plained of inadequate signage and a need 
for four-way stop signs on the roadway. 

“They are going to meet with us and give 
an overview of their response to that gen-
eral meeting that we had and we are look-
ing to set up a meeting where the commu-
nity can come and listen to that envisioning 
session,” he said.

Other renovations are also on the hori-
zon in the area: the NYC Parks and Recre-
ation Department has announced a series 
of public hearings concerning $4.5 million 
worth of improvements to the main en-
trance of Van Cortlandt Park aimed at add-
ing better aesthetics and safety. 

The project will focus on the southwest 
corner of the park at the entrance at West 
242nd Street, which is also the location of 
the MTA 1 IRT subway station. 

There is also talk of adding additional se-
curity cameras, according to 50th Precinct 
Dep. Inspector Terence O’Toole. 

Kingsbridge Road business district to receive facelift

The iconic Tortoise and Hare statue on Broadway greets visitors to Van Cortlandt Park. The Kings-
bridge/Broadway business district will see various improvements in the coming months. 
 Community News Group / Arthur Cusano
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MEMBER:

Trump Organization execu-
tive vice president for Man-
agement and Development 
Ron Lieberman, a former 
parks department revenue 
commissioner. “That would 
be a major golf tournament, 
creating jobs for everybody.” 

As a trade-off, Roediger 
said Trump Links will make 
improvements to the por-
tion of the park below and to 
the west of the Whitestone 
Bridge, including the repair 
of the two staircases, the as-
phalt walking path and the 
area that surrounds the 911 
memorial. 

When asked if he would 
repair the non-operational 
lights at the park, he said 
that was not part of the pro-
posal. 

Roediger said he wanted 
to see a public/private part-
nership, and insisted the 
proposal was the right thing 
to do for the city. 

He said the competing 
parks department proposal 
was not safe for an active 
passageway, but should in-
stead be a wildlife sanctuary 
that can be used by students 
and scout groups for educa-
tional excursions. 

The main caveat, he said, 
was the preserve would not 
be open to the public. 

Instead, it would be avail-
able to enter by appointment 
only.

“We will provide them 
with hard hats so they are 
not in danger,” Roediger 
said. “We think that is a 
much better use of the prop-
erty, and at the same time we 
are preserving this entire 
waterfront and bringing it 
back to its natural environ-
ment.”

Board members asked 
when that preserve could 
be accessed, since tee times 
run from early morning un-
til dusk. 

They also asked if hard 
hats were enough protection 
from airborne golf balls, and 

in a moment of levity, one 
pondered whether a large 
fence or wall would be more 
appropriate.

“There will be no wall,” 
Lieberman said as the audi-
ence roared in laughter.

Roediger also stressed 
towards the end of the hear-
ing that the plan was not a 
formal proposal and had not 
been submitted to the com-
munity board for review. 

Bronx Parks and Recre-
ation Commissioner Iris Ro-
driguez Rosa and parks staff 
presented their $10.7 million 
plan, which called for an 
open passive park on that 
same 19.5 acres that includes 
a tidal marsh and provided 
scenic views in harmony 
with the adjacent golf course. 
It would also eventually con-
nect to the western part of 
the park that was slated for 
a facelift. 

“We consider passive to 
be something you can enjoy, 
that you can walk by and 
look at and enjoy the views, 
and not limit the access of 
the public, so the public can 
at any time access it,” Rosa 
said. 

The parks department 
plan already had funding 
lined up and shovel-ready 
plans ready to go if the proj-
ect was approved by the 
board. 

When asked if their plan 
was submitted to counter 
Trump’s plan, Parks offi cials 
said Trump Links manage-
ment were aware of their 
plans for the passive park 
before the course had even 
opened.

 They also stressed that 
contracts were already in 
place to fi x the restrooms, 
synthetic turf soccer fi eld 
and staircases on the west-
ern side of the park long crit-
icized by residents. 

Trump Links was com-
pleted in May 2015, just a 
month before Donald Trump 
announced his run for presi-
dent. 

The project was com-
pleted after years of false 
starts and delays by several 
earlier develpoers at a cost of 
approximately $260 million 
to the city on the site of for-
mer garbage dump. 

Trump Links, which 
also operates numerous golf 
courses in the United States 
and abroad, won a competive 
bid to manage and maintain 
the course after the previous 
developer went bankrupt. 

Trump Links starts shar-
ing revenue with the city af-
ter the fi fth year of the lease. 

CB 10 chairman Martin 
Prince said the west side 
of the park was his board’s 
main concern, since it was 
much more heavily used. 

He said there was still a 
lot of information needed to 
make any sort of recommen-
dation.

 He urged the Trump 
representatives to submit 
an impressive plan for the 
underfunded west side that 
would compensate for los-
ing the waterfront on the 
eastern side if they wanted 
to get the board’s blessing.

Prince also made it 
clear that should the board 
reject the parks plan, the 
funding set aside for the 
project would be pulled.  

And even if the Trump 
Links plan was approved, 
he said the park would still 
not be up to the standards 
residents wanted.

Park and Recreation 
Department chief revenue 
Accountant David Cer-
ron told the audience the 
Trump proposal was re-
jected and not brought be-
fore CB 10 earlier because 
it restricted the public’s ac-
cess to the waterfront city 
land. 

“The agency generally 
has to be supportive of the 
plan that is bring offered 
before we come to the com-
munity board.” Cerron 
said. “In this case, it was 
reviewed and we didn’t be-

lieve what was being pro-
posed was in line with our 
goals and our initiatives 
for the waterfront.”  

Board members and 
other community mem-
bers who spoke cited long-
time neglect by the parks 
department and its failure 
to rebuild a restroom at the 
park despite years of com-
plaints as major reasons 
they were for considering 
Trump’s proposal over 
spending city money.

Board member Bob 
Bieder said he worried 
adding another park area 
would lead to another un-
derfunded park area in the 
borough.

“I don’t see the City of 
New York increasing our 
budget here in the Bronx, 
because they never do,” 
Bieder said. The mainte-
nance budget is always a 
problem for us.”

That sentiment was 
echoed by Joanne Sohmers 
of the Ferry Point Civic As-
sociation, who also favored 
the Trump Links plan.

“We know the parks de-
partment doesn’t take care 
of the west side of the park, 
“Sohmers said. “So to trust 
them to go through with 
(developing) that area they 
are discussing…how can 
we trust them?”

One of the few residents 
who spoke against the 
Trump plan was 45th Pre-
cinct Community Council 
member John Doyle, who 
said there was no concrete 
proposal on the table like 
the one parks and recre-
ation submitted. 

The plan, he added, also 
didn’t fi t the main mission 
of the board – to serve the 
community. 

“Is it really in the pub-
lic interest to expand this 
golf course and extend 
their contract another 20 
years?,” Doyle said. “This 
will not be maintained for-
ever or in perpetuity.” 

nowitz, adding “We have 
a tremendous resource in 
the Bronx, and we want the 
community to be able to en-
joy it.” 

Gary Axelbank, who’s a 
member, along with assem-
blyman, of the Access to 
the Jerome Park Reservoir 
subcommittee of the Cro-
ton Filtration Monitoring 
Committee, expressed res-
ervations about the week-
end event. 

He said that during an 
earlier pilot event in No-
vember 2015, some of the 
visitors were intimated 
when they saw DEP Police 
with automatic rifl es at the 
check in. 

“You were standing 
there staring at people 
watching you in combat 
gear and automatic weap-
ons; I thought it was a 
little over the top,” said 
Axelbank, adding that he 
understands the need for 
security and would never 
want anything to happen 
to our water supply. 

Axelbank said that for 
this year’s event, members 
of the committee asked 
DEP if they could put the 
rifl es in a guardhouse or 
out of sight so they were 
less visible, but the request 
was denied. 

Community activ-
ist Karen Argenti, of the 
Bronx Council for Envi-
ronmental Quality, also 
said that she personally felt 
that the rifl es at last year’s 
event were “overkill.”

A DEP spokesman 
stated in an email that the 
agency is happy to partner 
with the elected offi cials 
and the community for the 
event. He stressed the im-
portance of security.  

 “Jerome Park Reser-
voir is an active part of 
the city’s critical water 
supply infrastructure, in 
close proximity to distri-
bution, and therefore DEP 
is taking the necessary 
and appropriate security 
measures this weekend, as 
required by DEP Police,” 
he stated.

Trump Organization vs. NYC Parks
from Page 1

from Page 1

Jerome Park Reservoir 
access set for Nov. 19 & 20 

A view of the Jerome Park Reservoir from a high vantage 
point reveals its beauty.
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A public hearing on a not-for-

profi t’s plan to buy a waterfront 
property and then convert it to 
public parkland created more ques-
tions than answers, most pressing 
among them the question of who 
actually owns the property.

The private lot at 222 Long-
street Avenue and 850 Shore Drive 
has been vacant for several years 
after a home on the property was 
torn down.  

The Trust for Public Land, a 
national non-profi t, reached out to 
the seller’s  real estate agent, Ta-
merlain Realty Corporation, with 
a plan to purchase the property at 
market rate and then donate it to 
the city for public land space

At a Monday, November 14 
public hearing at Ft. Schuyler 
Home, Antonio Michelakis of the 
NYC Parks and Recreation’s plan-
ning department said if the 15,000 
square-foot waterfront property is 
purchased, the trust would then 
put a deed restriction on the prop-
erty to prevent it from being con-
verted to anything but public open 
space.

“They have funding that was 
given to them through the Port 

Authority (of New York), and they 
will take that funding as they have 
in the past with other city projects, 
to acquire land and turn it over to 
the parks department and eventu-
ally it will become parkland,” Mi-
chelakis explained.

The property can be subdivided 
into two 7,500 square-foot lots and 
is zoned C3-A,. 

That zoning allows residential 
housing, a community facility or 

commercial uses associated with 
boating or recreation.

Should the parks department 
acquired it, it is estimated to spend 
between $1.7 million and $2 mil-
lion on a playground, ball courts, 
sidewalks and necessary repairs 
to the sea wall.

The Parks Department likes 
the site because it fi lls a gap in the 
city’s efforts to have a city park 
within a 10-minute walk of all resi-

dents, Michelakis said. 
Approximately 1,300 people 

would be serviced by a park in the 
proposed location, 980 of which 
would be within a 10-minute walk. 

Community board members 
and residents of the neighborhood 
said they had concerns about the 
lack of parking and the high-speed 
traffi c that travels the road on a 
daily basis, as well as crime and 
littering.

“Have you been on this block?” 
asked board member Diane Lach-
wald.  “Have you seen there is not 
a place to park?”

Confusion then set in when 
a female relative of the alleged 
property owner, Anna Mancuso 
Massa, told the board the owner 
was unaware of the public hear-
ing until she was told of the no-
tice letter her relatives had re-
ceived.

“She said to make it clear that 
it was her intention not to sell for 
these purposes - she is not inter-
ested in doing that,” the woman 
said.

Michelakis said his depart-
ment had met with a middle-aged 
man who claimed his wife’s fam-
ily owned the property. 

The realtor had put thm in 
touch with the man.. 

That man understood what 
the parks proposal entailed and 
approved of it, he said.

CB 10 chairman Martin Prince 
asked to have the owner and the 
realty agency reach out to his 
offi ce to set the record straight 
on ownership by that Thursday, 
when the board was expected to 
vote on the measure.

Hearing on TN park plan ends in confusion

Community Board 10 members question NYC Parks and Recreation department members and owners of a Longstreet Av-
enue lot being targeted as a new park at a recent public hearing. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The Bronx may be losing 

a major retail bookstore, but 
that isn’t deterring one Bronx 
resident from starting a book-
store of her own.

After last month’s an-
nouncement that the bor-
ough’s only Barnes & Noble 
would be replaced by a Saks 
Fifth Avenue OFF 5TH at the 
end of the year, many are wor-
ried about the future without 
a bookstore in the Bronx.

Lucky for them, a local 
book lover and entrepreneur 
has decided to take matters 
into her own hands to write 
this next chapter. 

Noelle Santos, a lifelong 
Bronx resident, will feature 
her pop-up shop, The Lit. Bar, 
at the Bronx Museum Holiday 
Market on December 10 and 
11, in to raise funds to open 
the soon-to-be only indepen-
dent bookstore in the Bronx 
in the new year. She hopes 
a crowd funding in the near 
future will also push the pro-
cess forward.

She anticipates that the 
bookstore will launch some-
time in January 2017, just af-
ter Barnes & Noble closes its 
doors. She envisions opening 
the bookstore somewhere in 
Hunts Point.

Opening the bookstore 
would make for an interest-
ing but bittersweet ending to a 
journey that began two years 
ago when Santos fi rst envi-
sioned placing a bookmark, 
her own bookstore, in the 
Bronx.

“I’m excited for this oppor-
tunity, but the thought of no 
Barnes & Noble in the Bronx 
is devastating,” said Santos, 

a longtime Barnes & Noble 
customer. “I’m sad to see it go, 
but its eventual departure has 
given me this great opportu-
nity.”

Last year, Noelle was 
awarded with a $7,500 grant 
after winning second place 
out of 360 contestants in a New 
York Public Library competi-
tion, which she has saved for 
The Lit. Bar. She has also put 
most of her personal savings 
towards the opening of the 
bookstore.

“Participating and placing 
in that competition felt like 
an accomplishment in itself, 
because it gave me an oppor-
tunity to execute my business 
plan while I was able to receive 
the guidance and resources I 
needed to take the next step in 
this process,” Santos said. “It 
was a very meaningful learn-
ing experience for me.”

She also said that she 
coined the name ‘The Lit. 
Bar’ because the bookstore 
will combine ‘lit.erature’ and 
wine. She added that the word 
‘lit’ is another term for feel-
ings tipsy.

Santos was born and raised 
in Soundview, before moving 
to Parkchester and then Cro-
tona Park, where she has lived 
for the past decade. She gradu-

ated from Lehman College 
with a Bachelors degree in 
business administration and 
accounting in 2009, and went 
back to get her Masters degree 
in human resource manage-
ment and African American 
studies in 2012. She currently 
works as a human resources 
and payroll director for an 
information technology com-
pany in Tribeca.

“My goal is to give art-
ists and authors a platform to 
monetize their work in a so-
cial environment,” she said. “I 
also want to prove that an in-
dependent business can exist 
here - they don’t have to leave 
the Bronx to be successful.

Santos also started her 
own book club, Readers 
and Shakers, which con-
sists of over 200 members 
and mostly meets in Man-
hattan. However, once her 
bookstore opens, Santos 
said that the store will 
serve as the new, perma-
nent headquarters for the 
book club.

To sign up for The Lit. 
Bar’s email list, visit www.
thelitbar.com.

The Lit. Bar will be one 
of over 50 vendors at the 
Bronx Museum Holiday 
Market.

Bronx resident prepares 
to launch novel bookstore

Logo for ‘The Lit. Bar’ book-
store, combining lit.erature and 
wine. Courtesy of Noelle Santos

Santos has been planning to open her own bookstore for over two 
years. Photo courtesy of Noelle Santos

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The NYC Department 

of Transportation’s latest 
‘road diet’ plan is now writ-
ten on macadam in the Cas-
tle Hill area.

Throughout the city 
the DOT has instituted the 
plan, which usually elimi-
nates travel lanes on major 
thoroughfares.

In Castle Hill specifi -
cally, Castle Hill Avenue 
will see a reduction in driv-
ing lanes from East Trem-
ont Avenue to Hart Avenue.

According to a DOT 
spokesperson, Parker Av-
enue to Westchester Avenue 
will have one lane in either 
direction, a painted median 
and left turn bays, and a 
bike lane in either direc-
tion.

From Newbold Avenue 
to Powell Avenue, there will 
be one lane northbound and 
two lanes southbound.

In addition there will 
be bike lanes in each direc-
tion.

Finally, from Story Av-
enue to Hart Avenue there 
will now be one lane in ei-
ther direction, a painted 
median and left turn bays 
and a bike lane in either di-
rection.

The spokesperson added 
that, “In the areas along 
Castle Hill Avenue where 
there will be no changes 
to roadway capacity, DOT 
will be adding parking lane 
stripes and lane markings, 

high-visibility crosswalks, 
as well as shared lane bike 
markings.”

DOT has previously said 
these road diet initiatives 
are implemented to reduce 
vehicle speed and create 
safer conditions for pedes-
trians.

The plans are apart of 
Mayor de Blasio’s Vision 
Zero Initiative which pro-
motes safer commutes for 
motorists, cyclists and pe-
destrians.

Bob Bieder, resident of 
Castle Hill, said the plan is 
“utterly ridiculous.”

“Pedestrian safety is all 
well and good,” said Bie-
der. “We have no argument 
against that.” 

He continued, “But the 
way they went about trying 
to create pedestrian safety 
just isn’t working.”

Bieder, owner of 
Westchester Square Plumb-
ing Supply, said one of the 
issues that arises from the 
new lane structure comes 
from double parking.

He said people regularly 
double park on Castle Hill 
Avenue.

Prior to the fi xes, motor-
ists had an extra lane to ma-
neuver around the double 
parkers. 

Now, said Bieder, they 
may be forced to cross over 
into the oncoming lane to 
avoid double-parked cars.

William Rivera, district 
manager for Community 

Board 9, said the DOT did 
a good job meeting with 
the community board mul-
tiple times in the past year 
to discuss the upcoming 
changes.

Rivera said initially 
there were concerns from 
the community about traf-
fi c but said he would wait 
and see what happens once 
the work was completed.

He said “now that the 
markings are down and we 
see the realistic effects” the 
community board will be 
meeting again to discuss 
how they can go back to 
DOT and ask for help with 
the traffi c concerns.

Rivera said the meeting 
was scheduled to take place 
on Thursday.

The changes at Castle 
Hill are the second road 
diet plan to come to the 
area. 

In October, the DOT 
completed similar changes 
on East Tremont between 
Waterbury Avenue and 
Bruckner Boulevard.

The Throggs Neck com-
munity was also frustrated 
with the changes. 

The road diet plan even 
arose during a Town Hall 
meeting with Mayor de Bla-
sio in August.

The mayor defended his 
Vision Zero initiative, say-
ing it had “saved many doz-
ens of lives”, and he said he 
supported the East Trem-
ont Avenue plan. 

Community not excited about 
new Castle Hill road diet

New bike paths are just one of the changes coming to Castle Hill Avenue as part of the new road diet.
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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 BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Veterans and those who re-

member the heroic acts of our mil-
itary gathered on Pelham Park-
way this past  Veterans Day. 

The Morris Park Community 
Association, Morris Park Ki-
wanis Club, and members of sev-
eral American Legion posts, came 
together at Rudy Macina Peace 
Memorial Plaza to recall the sac-
rifi ces of our veterans on Friday, 
November 11. 

Silvio Mazzella coordinated 
the patriotic gathering, which fea-
tured a U.S. Marine Corps. color 
guard, a fl ag raising ceremony, 
taps being played Al Nictona, and 
the ‘National Anthem’ and ‘God 
Bless America’ sung by Jillian 
Cannata. Fr. John Knapp of Our 
Lady of Assumption provided the 
invocation.

“I think what we are hoping to 
do is make more people aware of 
the role the veteran plays,” said 
Mazzella, adding that ceremony 
speakers discussed the needs of 
veterans who have come home 
from war, and that they cannot be 
forgotten. 

Among the Veteran’s Day cer-
emony’s speakers were Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto; As-

semblyman Mark Gjonaj; Tony 
Vitaliano, CB 11 chairman; 
Tommy Messina representing 
Congressman Joseph Crowley; 
Gene DeFrancis, Allerton Av-
enue Merchants Association; Joe 
Thompson, 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council president; David 
Lepore, 49th Precinct Community 
Affairs Offi cer and Earl Menard 

Jr. of the American Legion John 
Fraser Bryant Post #19. 

Menard encouraged the people 
present to celebrate the good work 
that veterans do after they get out 
of the service, and said that they 
make their community’s more 
structurally sound and stable 
places to live. 

“It is a service-oriented type of 

a person,” said Menard of veter-
ans who are reaching out to their 
fellow community members, add-
ing “We are people who do not sit 
still.” 

Menard said that he is making 
plans to celebrate the post’s cen-
tennial, which will be in 2019, and 
also spoke about an American 
Legion contest for all high school 

students on the Bill of Rights 
that grants college scholarships 
to those with the best ideas. For 
more information call him (917) 
325-0300. 

Benedetto spoke about the cri-
sis in veteran homelessness, and 
he said more needs to be done to 
help an estimated 8,000 veterans 
who are living outdoors on Long 
Island. He championed the cause 
of peer-to-peer intervention to 
help heal their hidden wounds. 

Gjonaj said in his remarks that 
it was unfortunate that Veterans 
Day was one of the few times a 
year, along with Memorial Day, 
where special attention is paid to 
veterans. 

The assemblyman said that 
community embraces veterans. 

The event continues to draw a 
large crowd every year, said Tony 
Signorile, MPCA president, which 
he fi nds very gratifying. 

“This event has been going on 
since the 1970s, when it started 
with Rudy Macina,” said Signo-
rile, adding “I think the word is 
out there that we need to unify 
and bring our children to honor 
the sacrifi ces of our veterans in 
the past and continuing on to-
day.” 

Veterans Day ceremony at Rudy Macina Peace Plaza

(l-r) Ostacio Negron, John Doyle, Luisa Benedetto, Joe McManus, Andrea Siegel, Dominic Schiano, and Tom Messina at the 
Peace Plaza Veterans Day remembrance. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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3590 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx NY 10465
718-792-9258
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local conservation 

group is working with city 
offi cials to review tree re-
moval and replenishment 
during a major highway 
construction project. 

A representative of the 
Pelham Parkway Preser-
vation Alliance and a NYC 
Parks Department repre-
sentative walked Pelham 
Parkway on Monday, No-
vember 7 to examine trees 
that are scheduled for re-
moval due to the parkway’s 
upcoming north side recon-
struction, or because they 
are diseased or damaged, 
confi rmed a PPPA leader, 
George Zulch. 

PPPA leaders met with 
borough commissioners 
from NYC Department of 
Transportation, NYC De-
partment of Design and 
Construction and Parks at 
Community Board 11 on 
Wednesday, October 26 to 
discuss creating a collab-
orative working relation-
ship when it comes to the 
fate of the trees on the park-
way during the north-side 
reconstruction, said John 
Fratta, CB 11’s administra-
tive business promotion co-
ordinator. 

“They did agree to what 
we had on the south side 
reconstruction, having a 

tree task force set up,” said 
Fratta. “Before any tree is 
removed, the Parks Depart-
ment is going to meet with 
the alliance to see if the tree 
can be saved.”  

Fratta said that CB 11 is 
pleased that the PPPA is go-
ing to have a working rela-
tionship with the city, and 
added that he believes fewer 
trees will ultimately be re-
moved during construction, 
a similar dynamic that hap-
pened when the south side 
was reconstructed. 

Phase two of the recon-
struction of Pelham Park-
way, including Pelham 
Parkway North and Pelham 
Parkway West, includes a 
new water main, a select 
bus service lane, dedicated 
left turn lanes and new side-
walks and ramps, according 
to DDC. 

Eleven trees are slated to 
be removed as part of this 
phase for the infrastructure 
improvements: four for sew-
ers, fi ve for guardrails, and 
one each for a water main 
and bus stop, said Fratta. 

The Parks Department 
also requested that another 
34 trees be removed because 
they are compromised, he 
said. 

Zulch said that during 
the walk with  a Parks’ rep-
resentative it appears that 

the  department’s reasons 
for tree removal so far, based 
on the trees he already saw, 
is sensible. 

These trees are being re-
moved because of the health 
of the tree or because they 
are damaged, he said. 

A second walk-thru 
to examine many of the 
parkway trees in question, 
planned for Wednesday, 
November 9, was resched-
uled. 

Zulch said that the fo-
cus of the PPPA might shift 
to making sure that the 
city follows through on its 
pledge, and looking toward 
the long-term preservation 
of the urban forest and re-
plenishing trees for the fu-
ture. 

“Pelham Parkway’s for-
estry is an urban resource,” 
said Zulch. “It is historical, 
and it has to be preserved 
for so many reasons for our 
area.” 

Zulch said that Pelham 
Parkway could be eligible 
for some kind of histori-
cal site status, and that a 
key to the future will be re-
stocking the trees with new 
plantings. 

A spokesman for the 
Parks Department stated 
that “NYC Parks has an 
open line of communica-
tion with the PPPA.” 

PPPA, Parks work together 
to save Pel. Parkway trees 

These trees are the ones the Pelham Parkway Preservation Alliance is itrying to protect. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Bronxites saluted former service members at the 32nd annual Bronx Veterans Day Parade in Throggs Neck on Sunday, November 13. The parade painted the town in 
shades of red, white and blue as it marched from East Tremont and Lafayette avenues to Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park for a ceremony honoring local veterans’ 
services to our nation.

32nd Annual Bronx Veterans Parade32nd Annual Bronx

United Veterans Parade Committee Photo by Silvio Pacifi co Honorary grand marshal Bill Hyland contingent Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Grand marshal retired U.S. Marine Corp. 
lieutenant colonel Ron Watson marched 
down East Tremont Avenue with his wife, 
Elizabeth Watson. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Throggs Neck Memorial American Legion Post 1456 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

P.S. 14 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

St. Benedict School Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck Cub Scouts 
Pack 182 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Combat Action Badge recipient Peter Del 
Debbio (l) with colonel Greg Clancy. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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32nd Annual Bronx Veterans Paradex Veterans Parade

Veterans June Haynoon and Nancy Olson enjoyed watch-
ing the parade. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph Crowley; Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto; Senator Jeff Klein; Joseph McManus; 80th Assembly District Democratic State Committee-
man; John Doyle and John Marano, Community Board 10 fi rst vice chairman. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Grand marshal lieutenant colonel Watson (back, c) spoke during the Veterans Ceremony at Bicentennial Veter-
ans Memorial Park. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

This young fi refi ghter-in-the-making had 
the best ride in the whole parade. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

City Island Power and Sail Squadron 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Retired U.S. Marine Corp. veteran master gunnery sergeant Chris Devoy (c) 
with his grand children. Photo by Miriam Quin

Navy veteran Lucio Creglia (c) with his 
family (l-r) Hiassam and Julliete Atwi, 
Elana Creglia and Layla and Vienna Atwi.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Hundreds of Bronxites and New Yorkers offered their thoughts and prayers for two 
43rd Precinct sergeants involved in a deadly shoot out on Friday, November 4 in Strat-
ton Park. The 43rd Precinct Community Council and 43rd Precinct Community Affairs 
hosted a candlelight vigil on Monday, November 7 for fallen offi cer, sergeant Paul Tuoz-
zolo and injured offi cer, sergeant Emmanuel Kwo in front of the 900 Fteley Avenue pre-
cinct house. St. Raymond Elementary School showed its support of sergeant Tuozzolo’s 
family and fellow offi cers at the 43rd Precinct by affi xing hundreds of blue ribbons to 
the school’s fence on Thursday, November 10. The school also made cards and raised 
money for the slain sergeant’s family and the 43rd Precinct.

43rd Precinct, Community 
Honors Slain and Injured 

Police Offi cer

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. (4th from l), Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda (5th from l) 
and Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr. (2nd from r) joined the community in praying for sergeants 
Tuozzolo and Kwo. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Many Bronxites paid their respects at the massive memorial honoring slain 43rd Precinct 
sergeant Paul Tuozzolo. Photo by Aracelis Batista

St. Raymond Elementary School fi fth grade teacher Caitlin Regan (r) and her students 
honored Sergeant Tuozzolo’s memory in a creative public display. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Senator Diaz (2nd from r) offered words of encouragement at the somber vigil. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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www.royalcoachdiner.com

3260 Boston Road  Bronx, New York 10469

(718) 653-1716

Catering On Or Off Premises  Private Room Available 
Fri. & Sat. Opened 24 Hours

Royal Coach

Wishing You And Your Family A 

Happy and Healthy Thanksgiving

DINER “the spice of life”

SIGNATURE PACKGAGES

1) Fresh Whole Roast Turkey

2) Pernil (Latin Roast Pork)

3) Sofrito Roast Chicken

Cornbread Stuffi ng, Fresh Cranberry Sauce, Homemade Turkey Gravy

Choice of Any Two Choice of One Dessert

Cakes & Pies
Available 

For Take-Out

$19900 + TAX

CATERED

   Choice of:

Choice of:

Herb Roasted 

Turkey

 Cornbread Stuffi ng

Turkey Gravy

Fresh Cranberry Sauce

--  or  --

Pernil (Latin 

roast pork)

Choice of Dessert:

IN HOUSE

COMPLETE
THANKSGIVING DINNER 

$1995

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
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The synthetic drug K-2 

made headlines this sum-
mer as a wave of overdoses 
left users in a zombie-like 
state across the Bronx and 
other boroughs, but new 
legislation and increased 
police scrutiny has driven 
the drug underground, ac-
cording to the federal Drug 
Enforcement Agency.

K-2, also known as Spice 
and synthetic marijuana, is 
a lab-made crystalline sub-
stance that affects the same 
parts of the brain targeted 
by cannibus, or marijuana. 

The high it gives is 200 
times more powerful than 
marijuana and is often as-
sociated with serious side 
effects, explained DEA de-
tective Jim Arroyo. 

Arroyo gave an update 
on this summer’s epidemic 
at a 50th Precinct Commu-
nity Council meeting on 
Thursday, November 10.

A large batch of the 
drug, often imported from 
China, can sell for north of 
$10,000. 

The substance is pur-
chased online by dealers in 
the United States and sold 
as incense or potpourri un-
der fun, innocuous names 
like Scooby Snacks, Bob 
Marley or Extreme Red in 
small doses for just a few 
dollars in 4, 6 or 10-gram 
pouches.  

That cheap a street price 

makes the drug a popular 
marijuana alternative, but 
the health hazards associ-
ated with the drug are ex-
ponentially higher.

“There’s nothing scien-
tifi c about it,” Arroyo said. 
“If you’re familiar with 
methamphetamine, it’s the 
same way you would cook 
up meth.” 

In addition to putting 
users in a zombie-like state 
of obliviousness, users can 
suffer increased agitation, 
pale skin, seizures, vomit-
ing, profuse sweating, un-
controlled or spastic body 
movements, elevated blood 
pressure, heart rate and 
palpitations. 

The onset is almost in-
stantaneous and the high 
can last up to eight hours.

The drug dissappeared 
from the street after last 
summer’s seizure of $10 
million worth of the prod-
uct, already packaged for 
sale, from a Poplar Avenue 
garage. 

New city legislation, 
which aimed at curbing 
sales at small corner mar-
kets where it was most 
available, forced dealers to 
instead sell it on the street.  

Emergency room visits 
associated with the drug 
has dropped precipitously. 

But further hindering 
law enforcement’s fi ght 
against the drug are the 
constantly changing chemi-

cal compositions used by 
the Chinese chemists. 

That constant state of 
fl ux prevents the DEA from 
keeping it on the list of 
scheduled chemical com-
pounds that are illegal, 
making prosecution ex-
tremely diffi cult. 

“As soon as they are 
making it we are catching 
up and getting it on the 
emergency schedule list,” 
Arroyo said.

There are no drug tests 
law enforcement can use 
in the fi eld, requiring 
samples to be sent to labs. 

Approximately 400 
variants of the drug are 
already on the federal 
emergency schedule list 
of illegal substances.

The solid drug is diss-
ovled to liquid form and 
mixed with ordinary 
dried leaves in a cement 
mixer to give it a mari-
juana-like texture, but 
has also recently been 
seen sold in a liquid form 
to be used in vape pens. 

China has recently 
banned production of the 
substance, which Arroyo 
said has further curbed 
sales in the United States.

For more information 
on K-2 and help with ad-
diction, go to the Partner-
ship for Drug Free Kids 
website at www.drugfree.
org or call (855) DRUG-
FREE.

Police continue crackdown 
on synthetic K-2 sales

The synthetic drug K-2, also known as Spice and other assorted names, has been driven underground 
after a wave of overdoses last summer. Photo courtesy of the Drug Enforcement Agency

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Throggs Neck restau-

rant has come back to the 
neighborhood with new im-
provements.

Legendary Bar & Grill, 
located at 3513 E. Tremont 
Avenue, has returned to 
the neighborhood with new 
renovations after a two-year 
hiatus.

The restaurant, which 
originally opened in 2010 
and closed down in 2014, now 
has a brand new, full fl edged 
dining room that can seat 
over 40 customers.

Recently reopened last 
month, the restaurant offers 
numerous dinner specials, 
including beef stew, chur-
rasco steak, lasagna, meat-
loaf, barbecue baby back 
ribs and surf and turf, along 
with a full dining room 
menu that is always avail-
able.

The dining room menu 
consists of various steaks, 
burgers, seafoods, pastas, 
salads, appetizers and des-

erts.
“The reaction from the 

community has been very 
positive, very receptive,” 
said restaurant owner 
Frank Lopez, a Pelham Gar-
dens resident for the last 20 
years, who also owned the 
restaurant during its previ-
ous tenure. “It’s great to be 
back in the neighborhood, 
and hopefully, our new din-
ing room will give custom-
ers another good reason to 
eat here.”

Lopez, who has previ-
ously worked at other res-
taurants in Manhattan, said 
that the restaurants’ cooks 
also have decades of expe-
rience serving the commu-
nity at other Throggs Neck 
eateries.

Lopez also added that the 
meaning behind the restau-
rant name stems from the 
iconic history of the loca-
tion, making it ‘legendary.’

The property used to op-
erate as Tally-Ho Bar for 
decades, a dive bar which 

had been a speak-easy in the 
1930s until its new ownwer-
ship in the late 2000s, and 
is considered by many to be 
the fi rst bar in the neighbor-
hood.

“There’s a lot of history 
in this one spot, and the 
name of this restaurant is a 
tribute to that,” Lopez said.

On Football Sundays, the 
restaurant offers beef nachos 
for $5 and a cheeseburger 
with fries for $7, along with 
free hot dogs from 1 to 7 p.m. 
On Mondays, they offer 50¢ 
jumbo wings all day and a 
free buffet from midnight to 
2 a.m. on Thursdays.

Happy Hour takes place 
Mondays through Fridays 
from 4 to 7 p.m., and in-
cludes a free buffet. Pints, 
bottles and domestics are 
$3, imports and well drinks 
are $4 and apple, dirty and 
expresso martinis are $5.

The restaurant is open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4 a.m. To 
make a reservation, call 
(718) 822-0100.

Legendary Bar & Grill reopens with 
renovated dining room, daily specials

Lopez in Legendary Bar & Grill’s newly renovated dining room. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein



1
5

      B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
 N

o
v

e
m

b
e

r
 2

0
, 2

0
1

6
 

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

The Marine Color Guard stood at atten-
tion. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto paid 
tribute to all veterans, living and de-
ceased. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (l) offered 
words of encouragement to our na-
tion’s former service members. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Tony Vitaliano, Community Board 11 
chairman, called for unity following 
this year’s presidential election. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Gene DeFrancis (l), Theodore Korony 
American Legion Post 253 second vice 
commander, spoke to veterans and 
community members at the ceremony.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

James Hexner, John Fraser Bryan 
American Legion Post 19 vice com-
mander, gave an uplifting speech at 
the ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Al D’Angelo (l), MPCA vice president 
and Earl Minnard, John Fraser Bryan 
American Post commander placed a 
wreath at the veterans’ memorial. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

In honor of Veterans’ Day, local elected of-
fi cials, residents and veterans met at Rudy 
Macina Peace Memorial Plaza on Friday, No-
vember 11 for a time honored tradition.    Host-
ed by the Morris Park Community Association, 
Knights of Columbus, Mary Queen of Peace 
Council, Morris Park Kiwanis and the Ameri-
can Legion, the annual event paid homage to 
all military veterans, living and deceased, who 
have served in America’s Armed Forces.

Veterans’ Day 
Commemorated 

At Peace 
Memorial Plaza

Veterans and community members honored our nation’s many heroes through-
out history. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Senator Jeff Klein, Congressman Joseph Crowley, Assembly members Michael Benedetto and Mark Gjonaj and Councilman James Vacca saluted our nation’s veterans at 
the ninth annual Veterans’ Breakfast on Sunday, November 13 at the Villa Barone Manor. Held prior to the day’s 32nd annual Bronx Veterans Day Parade in Throggs Neck, 
the event honored grand marshal retired U.S. Marine Corp. lieutenant colonel Ron Watson; Lifetime Service Award honoree 99-year-old Nicholas Calabrese and honorary 
grand marshals Marine Corp. veteran Joseph Byrne, Army veterans Irma Gallagher, William Hyland, Frank Morales and Marshall Siciliano for their military service.\ Klein 
also announced $15,000 in funding for Bronx Veteran Mentors which helps veterans seek treatment for mental health and/or drug related issues as an alternative to 
incarceration.

Senator Klein Serves 9th Annual Veterans’ BreakfastSenator Klein Serves 9th A

(l-r) Senator Klein; Xavier Messina; Thomas Messina, representing Congressman Joseph Crowley and As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj. Photo by Laura Stone

Patrick Devine (l), Theodore Korony American Legion Post 
253 judge advocate, celebrated with grand marshal retired 
U.S. Marine Corp. veteran lieutenant colonel Ron Watson. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Klein (r) presented a proclamation to this year’s grand marshal retired U.S. Marine 
Corp. veteran lieutenant colonel Ronald Watson for his service to our nation. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Vietnam War veterans Phil Polanco, John Cerielle and Tony Davila had a great 
time. Photo by Laura Stone
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Senator Klein Serves 9th Annual Veterans’ BreakfastAnnual Veterans’ Breakfast

Grand marshal lieutenant colonel Ron Watson (c) shared a Marine tradition, the ‘Challenge Coin’ with (l-r) District Attorney Clark, Assemblyman Gjonaj, Senator Klein and Thomas 
Messina. Photo by Laura Stone

(Above left) District Attorney Darcel Clark (c) with members 
of the Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 and Bronx 
County commander Tony Salimbene (back, 3rd from l). 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(Above) Senator Klein, Assemblyman Gjonaj and Thomas 
Messina with honorees grand marshal retired U.S. Marine 
Corp. veteran Ron Watson, Lifetime Achievement WWII vet-
eran Nicholas Calabrese and those accepting on behalf of 
honorary grand marshals Joseph Byrne, Irma Gallagher, 
Franklin Morales, Jr. and William Hyland. Photo by Laura 
Stone

(l-r) Patrick Devine, Klein and Dwayne Gathers, who 
received a check for $15,000 from the senator for the 
Bronx  Photo by Laura Stone
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tigation concludes. We will 
help parents with children 
at this site fi nd alternative, 
quality day care options for 
their children.”

A spokesperson from 
DOH added the daycare is 
a state-regulated facility.

The department is work-
ing with the NYS Offi ce of 
Family and Children’s Ser-
vices who handed down 
the suspension.

There were no ar-
rests following Cameron’s 
death.

The spokesperson 
added the site will not open 
until “due process is com-
pleted.”

Offi cer John Souhrada 
of the 45th Precinct said he 
believes “any child’s death 
is handled with the utmost  
professionalism and re-
spect and thoroughly in-
vestigated.”

The Bronx Times con-
tacted Lil Stars Daycare 
but they did not provide a 
statement.

Front of Lil Stars Daycare located on Prentiss Avenue. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

Offi cals investigate death of 4-month old at daycare center
from Page 1

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Students, faculty and their families 

from P.S. 108 hosted an event for veterans 
and their loved ones on Veterans Day. 

Attendees gathered in the school’s caf-
eteria as students sang and read short 
literary pieces they wrote to honor those 
that served. 

In addition, students asked veterans 
questions about their service and also got 
the chance to hear from retired U.S. Ma-
rines veteran Ron Watson.

Finally, the students and faculty hon-
ored the late WWII veteran Joseph Garo-
falo who passed away in March at the age 
of 95.

Garofalo had been an important part of 
the community, running the Bronx Veter-
ans Museum and contributing every year 
to P.S. 108’s Veterans Day festivities.

As part of the tribute, Mike Tierney - a 
former engineer at the school and coordi-
nator for the Veteran’s Day event, showed 
a documentary fi lm honoring Garofalo and 
the museum.

In addition, the faculty presented Garo-
falo’s family with a plaque for his service.

“He was the fi rst guy I met when I did 
this project,” said Tierney. “He had an im-
mediate impact on me.”

Tierney said the fi rst time he met Garo-
falo was at the museum.

“He showed me some of the artifacts he 
had gathered during his time in the ser-

vice,” Tierney continued. “We got to speak-
ing and he was passionate about every vet-
eran.”

Tierney said his original goal for the 
documentary was to focus on just WWII 
veterans but Garofalo would not allow him 
to forget veterans from later wars.

Garofalo was a native Bronx resident 

who grew up on Prospect Avenue in the 
south Bronx before enlisting in the Army.

At age 22 he served from 1942 to 1945 as 
a petty offi cer second class for the Navy’s 
Seabees 121st Naval Construction Battal-
ion attached to the fourth Marine division.

Whilst in the Navy he participated in 
the battles of Saipan and Tinian in the 

Mariana Islands and the Battle of Kwaja-
lein in the Marshall Islands.

Garofalo, along with his longtime 
friend Angelo Pinto, opened up the mu-
seum in the John Dormi and Sons Fu-
neral Home in 1999.

Tierney recalled how Garofalo spent 
many hours showing students the vari-
ous artifacts in the museum and how the 
WWII vet “never got tired” of the chil-
dren.

“He meant a lot to the school and he 
was big in the community,” said Tierney. 
“He was involved in everything.”

P.S. 108 principal Charles Sperrazza, 
while giving the program’s fi nal remarks, 
also recalled the effect Garofalo had on 
his life.

“Joe was a good friend of mine,” he 
said. “It was always a pleasure to have 
him come out and listen to the stories.”

“I appreciate what he did for the coun-
try and for the school and his legacy lives 
on,” he added. “It lives on in the children 
and in the hearts of people.”

As for the entire Veterans Day pro-
gram, Tierney felt the day was a success.

“It’s great to be apart of a school that 
recognizes the importance and the value 
of teaching our students about our veter-
ans,” he said.

Sparrazza said the school hopes to grow 
the veterans program “bigger and better 
every year.”

PS 108 honors late WWII vet Garofalo

Students at P.S. 108 sing to honor U.S. veterans as part of the school’s Veterans Day Program. 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER


