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Dies after police administer second jolt

PELHAM BAY
MAN TASERED

Free Naloxone
on training 

November 15

BronxNet’s BETA Awards
BronxNet celebrated its annual BETA Awards on Thursday, November 3 at 
the Lovinger Theatre in Lehman College’s Music Building. The gala event 
honoring the many men and women producing independent programs for 
BronxNet featured a heartfelt tribute to the late Dr. Roscoe C. Brown and 
live music from Danny Mixon. Producer and show host Kristal Hart of ‘The 
Kristal Hart Show’ took home the award for Best Documentary. See more 
photos in next week’s paper.           Photo by Miriam Quin

4-3 cop killed in shoot-
out with armed perp

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The community mourn the 

loss of Sgt. Paul Tuozzolo.
Tuozzolo was shot after re-

sponding to a report of an armed 
man breaking into an apartment 
on Beach Avenue.

As the news of the shooting 
spread throughout the Bronx and 
the rest of the city, community 
members and elected offi cials of-
fered their thoughts and condo-
lences.

“The city is in mourning, 
and the family of the NYPD is in 
mourning, and particularly all 
the men and women of the 4-3 Pre-
cinct are in mourning right now,” 
said Mayor de Blasio. “They lost 
a very good man, a devoted man, 
a man who committed his life to 
protecting all of us.”

On Monday, November 7, the 
43rd Precinct and Community 
Board 9, held a vigil to remember 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The police-involved death of a 

Pelham Bay man has sent shock 
waves through the community.

According to a NYPD spokes-
man, 45th Precinct police offi cers 
responded on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 2 at 5:35 p.m. to a call of an 
emotionally disturbed man armed 
with a knife behaving violently at 
1840 Mayfl ower Avenue.

Upon arrival, three uniformed 
offi cers and a sergeant were con-
fronted by resident, Ariel Galarza, 
49, who allegedly threatened them 
with an intact glass bottle when 
they entered his basement apart-
ment inside the multi-family Vic-
torian home.

Sergeant William Melrose, a 

13-year veteran, discharged his 
Taser at Galarza who fell to the 
fl oor, but quickly recovered and 
struggled with offi cers attempt-
ing to restrain him.

Sergeant Melrose then deliv-
ered a second Taser jolt by press-
ing the device directly against 
Galarza’s body, an approved 
NYPD tactic called ‘dry stun’.

While in custody, Galarza en-
tered cardiac arrest, however po-
lice were able to administer CPR.

Galarza was rushed to Albert 
Einstein Hospital where he died 
at 7:22 p.m.

The incident is being investi-
gated by the Force Investigation 
Division pending determination 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A free training workshop will 

be held in response to the recent 
wave of heroin overdoses in the 
Bronx.

On Tuesday, November 15, 
Senator Jeff Klein will host a 
‘Free Naloxone Training - Learn 
to Save a Life’ workshop at Villa 
Barone Manor, to address and 
remedy the heroin epidemic that 
has greatly impacted the Bronx 
since the summer.

The Free Naloxone Training 
workshop will teach those in 
attendance how to administer 
the drug naloxone, if they find 
themselves in a situation where 
they are trying to save the life of 
someone who is experiencing a 
heroin overdose.

Naloxone, an over-the-counter 
drug which can be nasally in-
gested and is paid for by most in-
surance companies, can reverse 
the effects opioid medication, in-
cluding loss of consciousness.

The workshop will also high-
light the tragedy of young adults 
from the Bronx who have recently 
lost their lives or are suffering 
from heroin addiction, including 
Nicholas Michael Colandro, a 24-
year old who passed away three 
weeks ago as a result of a heroin 
overdose.

Nicholas’ mom, Carolyn, will 
be present at the meeting to speak 
about her son’s addiction, and the 
steps that can be taken to prevent 
any mother from going through 
what she experienced.

“I did everything in my power 
to help my son - I spent over $10,000 
by sending him to rehab and de-
tox programs with 100% parent 
involvement,” said Carolyn Col-
andro, who recently handed out 
100 T-shirts with her late son’s pic-
ture in preparation for next Tues-
day’s workshop. “The residents of 
this community, particularly the 
mothers, needs to work together 
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department of Health. 
Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).  ����������		�
�������
	��	�	��

We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It looks like the Bronx will not 

have to completely say “goodbye” 
to its only Barnes & Noble.

After it was recently an-
nounced that Saks Fifth Avenue 
OFF 5TH would take over Barnes 
& Noble’s current 25,000 square 
foot location in the Bay Plaza 
Shopping Center next year, the 
fate of the borough’s  only book-
store was unknown.

Fortunately, last week’s com-
mitment from Barnes & Noble to 
return to the Bronx has eased the 
anxiety of many who didn’t want 
to see the iconic bookstore leave 
the borough for good.

“We are a borough of book lov-
ers, and Barnes & Noble has been 
an institution in the Bronx for 
nearly two decades,” said Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. “My of-
fi ce will continue to work with 
Barnes & Noble in the coming 
months to help identify potential 
locations for new retail sites in 
our borough that will work with 
their updated business model.”

“We are also grateful to Pres-
tige Properties for their previous 
efforts to extend Barnes & Noble’s 
lease and their commitment to 
hold space in their retail center 
for the bookseller, should they 

Barnes & Noble commits to Bronx return in 24-36 months
choose to return to Bay Plaza,” 
Diaz, Jr. added.

A shopping center spoksesper-
son said the still-unbuilt space 
would be held for Barnes & No-
ble for up to 36 months, while the 
book seller fi nalizes its new busi-
ness model.

Prestige Properties & Devel-
opment Company, the owner and 
operator of the Bay Plaza Shop-
ping Center, who said they were 
excited to welcome SAKS OFF 
5TH to the Bronx and offer their 
shoppers “an additional luxury 
option” with great price points”, 
did not confi rm where the still un-
built bookstore would be located.

“I’m very disappointed that 
Barnes & Noble is leaving the Bay 
Plaza Shopping Center,” said As-
semblyman Michael Benedetto. 
“However, I am heartened that 
they have promised to return to 
the Bronx and that we’ll be able 
to enjoy the benefi ts of this book-
store for years to come.”

“It’s unfortunate that Barnes 
& Noble and Prestige Properties 
have not been able to work out an 
agreement and I urge Barnes & 
Noble to look at alternative loca-
tions in the Bronx,” said Council-
man James Vacca.

A Barnes & Noble spokesper-

son would not confi rm a set date 
for its return to the Bronx, or if 
the store would be located in the 
Bay Plaza Shopping Center.

However, they did state that 
they would be dedicated to mak-
ing the Bronx one of the destina-
tions for the fi ve new Barnes & No-

ble stores they will open around 
the country. 

“We remain committed to 
working diligently with local of-
fi cials to reopen a store in the 
Bronx in the future as we fi nal-
ize our new store openings,” said 
David Deason, vice president of 

development for Barnes & Noble, 
Inc.

“This Barnes & Noble has been 
a fi xture in Co-op City for many 
years and it’s sad when econom-
ics rule over service to the com-
munity,” said Councilman Andy 
King. “The closing of this Barnes 
& Noble isn’t the end of reading in 
the Bronx, but it’s a reminder that 
we must continue to utilize these 
venues and take full advantage of 
them while they are here.”

Last Wednesday, Assembly-
man Benedetto launched a peti-
tion drive in front of Barnes & 
Noble in an attempt to showcase 
the borough’s overwhelming sup-
port for the bookstore chain that 
has called the Bronx and the Bay 
Plaza Shopping Center home for 
the last 15 years. A petition ef-
fort on change.org has also been 
signed and shared by many in or-
der to keep Barnes & Noble.

Last month, Prestige Proper-
ties and Barnes & Noble each con-
fi rmed that the store would close 
at the end of 2016. Prestige Prop-
erties also confi rmed that Saks 
Fifth Avenue OFF 5TH would 
move into the location in March 
and open the new store in the 
summer of 2017. The store will be 
located at 290 Baychester Avenue.

Assemblyman Benedetto (l) and his legislative aide Leon Tulton, asked Caro 
Thomas to sign the petition to keep Barnes & Noble in the Bay Plaza Shopping 
Center. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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PB man tasered; dies after police administer second jolt
From page 1

Police were stationed outside of Galarza’s home 
on Wednesday, November 2 shortly after the in-
cident. Photo by Edwin Soto

43rd Precinct police offi cer killed 
in shoot-out with armed perp

From page 1

Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr. (c) spoke with residents as the 43rd Precinct conducted their thorough inves-
tigation into Friday’s deadly shooting of a police sargeant in the Stratton Park section.  
                                                        Photo by Aracelis Batista

Tuozzolo and celebrate his life and service 
to the community.

“This is not a loss just for this family, for 
this precinct,” said Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo. “This is a loss for this city, state, 
country and world.”

“Not because he was a police offi cer,” 
Crespo added. “But because he was a hu-
man being, a loving father, husband, neigh-
bor, friend, cousin and son.”

On Friday, November 4 at 2:45 p.m., of-
fi cers responded to a 911 call that a male 
with a gun had broken into an apartment 
on Beach Avenue in the Stratton Park area, 
just off the Cross Bronx Expressway.

A few minutes later, the 43rd Precinct 
responded to reports of the suspect Manuel 
Rosales, 35, fl eeing the scene in a red Jeep.

Rosales, a resident of Brentwood, Long 
Island, had broken in the house of his es-
tranged wife at 1460 Beach Avenue. 

At 2:53 p.m. the vehicle was spotted by a 
marked NYPD vehicle. Offi cers approached 
the vehicle when the suspect fi red at the of-
fi cers with a handgun.

Rosales was pronounced dead at the 
scene and both Tuzzolo and Sgt. Emmanuel 

Kwo, a nine-year veteran were transported 
to Jacobi Hospital.

Tuozzolo, who had taken a gunshot to 
the head, was pronounced deceased at the 
hospital.

Kwo, who was shot in the leg, was listed 
in stable condition.

Senator Gustavo Rivera, offered his con-
dolences through a statement.

“This is a further reminder of the dan-
gers faced by our men and women in blue 
while on the job,” said Rivera. “These two 
offi cers truly went beyond the call of duty 
to make our city a safer place to live. It is 
indeed a sad day for our city.” 

“Sgt. Tuozzolo wasn’t just a great cop 
and a great boss,” said one offi cer who 
served under Tuozzolo for three months 
and worked with him for eight months. “He 
was a loving husband, brother, and son, and 
also, the father to two young children that 
now are forced to wonder why daddy isn’t 
coming home.”

The offi cer added, “He was a man who, 
just months shy of being able to retire, con-
tinued to patrol the streets and support his 
cops. Our precinct, department, and city 
is now worse off for the loss of this great 

man.”
Tuozzolo served at the 43rd Precinct for 

10 years and lived in Huntington, NY.

His funeral was held on Thursday, No-
vember 10, at 11 a.m. at St. Rose of Lima in 
Massapequa, Long Island.

of Galarza’s cause of death.     
The use of the Taser will be included in 

the Force Investigation Division’s investi-
gation.

A NYC Offi ce of Chief Medical Exam-
iner spokeswoman stated Galarza’s cause 
of death has yet to be determined.

Sergeant Melrose remains on active 
duty at the precinct.

Bob Beider, 45th Precinct Community 
Council president, discussed the inci-
dent as he opened the monthly meeting on 
Thursday, November 3 at the Locust Point 
Civic Center.

He said the incident appeared to be the 
tragic result of proper police work and that 
no excessive force had been used.

“Sometimes police do something wrong 
and a tragedy occurs and sometimes they 
do something right and a tragedy occurs,” 
said Beider. “From everything I’ve heard 
about the incident in our precinct, they did 

everything right. This is part of what hap-
pens when people are confronted and are 
violent towards police.”

Deputy inspector Danielle Raia, 45th 
Precinct commanding offi cer, confi rmed 
published reports stating Galarza had been 
menacing people in the neighborhood ear-
lier that day.

“I’m shocked that we didn’t get 911 calls 
prior to that,” she said. “It could have got-
ten ugly. It could have been a lot worse for 
the people that he was menacing.”

Raia told residents her offi cers did a 
good job responding to the threat.

“Not that it was good because we don’t 
want to see anyone pass away, but they did 
what they were supposed to do,” she clari-
fi ed.

According to neighbors and published 
reports, Galarza struggled with learning 
disabilities, a mild form of asthma and suf-
fered a stroke earlier this year.

The makeshift memorial set up next 
to his home has doubled in size to include 

a framed photograph of Galarza, candles, 
poster boards with heartfelt messages, a 
Puerto Rican fl ag and fl owers.

“You can see how much people here loved 
and respected Ariel,” said Frank Martinez 
who paid his respects at the memorial. “He 
was a very nice person who never got in 
trouble or was ever violent.”

“He was a very nice young man with a 
great sense of humor,” shared Manuel Me-
lendez, Galarza’s friend and fellow tenant. 
“He would invite everyone over for barbe-
cues in his backyard.”

Attorney general Eric Schneiderman’s 
Special Investigations and Prosecutions 
Unit has opened an investigation into 
Galarza’s death under the state’s execu-
tive order granting Schneiderman the 
authority to prosecute cases of unarmed 
civilians who die during confrontations 
with police.

Additional reporting contributed by Ar-
thur Cusano.    
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Members of a City Island congrega-

tion were disturbed by detonations from 
the NYPD facility at Rodman’s Neck while 
praying during the High Holy Days. 

Temple Beth El had their Yom Kippur 
services disrupted by at least two planned 
detonations of bombs, known as ‘controlled 
demolitions, from the nearby NYPD pistol 
training range and facility, according to 
sources. 

The synagogue’s president Paul Klein re-
ceived a notifi cation via Notify NYC at 8:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, October 12 that detona-
tions should be expected at Rodman’s Neck 
throughout the day. 

According to temple rabbi David Evan 
Markus and Klein, the temple president 
made an effort to call police offi cials in 
advance of Yom Kippur and shortly after 
learning that detonations were planned on 
October 12.

 Klein requested that the detonations 
not coincide with services. Those efforts 
proved to be fruitless  

“During Yom Kippur our congregants 
were startled during what should have been 
the holiest time of the year; praying for 
peace and for forgiveness, they were rocked 
by repeated explosions at Rodman’s Neck,” 
said Markus. “They happened to coincide 
with the height of the services, including 
times when our congregants were outside 
in our garden in personal prayer.”

Temple Beth El wrote to the mayor’s 

NYPD range disrupts City Island Yom Kippur services
offi ce and Councilman James Vacca on 
Thursday, October 20 and requested that 
the NYPD facility at Rodman’s Neck sus-
pend “shooting and explosions during the 
few pivotal hours of the Jewish High Holy 
Days so that our synagogue is not rocked 
with the sound of gunfi re and the reverber-
ation of explosions during the holiest time 
of the year.” 

Some temple congregants are used to 
hearing gunfi re from the range when at-
tending Friday night services, said the 
rabbi, adding that the detonations on Yom 
Kippur came during a part of the service 
where the congregants ‘rehearse’ their own 
deaths. 

“For us to be in the line of fi re on Yom 
Kippur was not exactly what I would 
have hoped for as a spiritual leader,” said 
Markus. 

The congregation is not seeking to com-
ment on the overall question of what should 
be done in terms of the Rodman’s Neck fa-
cility’s future, he said, but rather is looking 
for consideration on a religious issue. 

“If the city can suspend meter regula-
tions and alternate side of the street park-
ing for major holidays, then certainly they 
can suspend shooting and bomb detona-
tions on the holiest day of the Jewish year,” 
said Markus. 

Vacca said that he had spoken and met 
with Klein on City Island and said regard-
ing the range that he agreed that there 
should be consideration of religious holi-

days.
“I don’t want this to happen again,” said 

Vacca, adding that he does not see any rea-
son why accommodations cannot be made. 

Members of the congregation at Temple Beth El on City Island Avenue are calling on the police depart-
ment to not detonate explosives at their Rodman’s Neck facility on high holy days if possible. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

City Island Civic Association board 
member John Doyle said that if explosive 
detonations are scheduled, more cultural 
consideration should be given. 
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A teacher at P.S. 48 Joseph E. Drake 

School in the south Bronx who helped re-
build the school’s music program is in the 
running for a major national prize.

Melissa Salguero is one of 25 semifi -
nalists in consideration for the 2016 Music 
Educator Award presented by the Grammy 
Foundation. 

The winner receives $10,000 and an-
other $10,000 is slated for the school. The 
nine semifi nalists each get $1,000. 

Salguero was nominated for the award 
by assistant principal Sandra Zadrima.

In addition to being the general music 
teacher for grades 3 through 5, Salquero 
also leads the band and chorus. 

The music program at P.S. 48 hasn’t al-
ways been so robust. 

When Salguero arrived at the school six 
years the music program had been dormant 
for 30 years.

“There were broken instruments that 
were horribly maintained -  the instru-
ments were falling apart,” she said. “It was 
basically just me with a guitar in the room 
with the kids starting with bare bones.”

Salguero said that budget cuts made 
purchasing new instruments impossible, 

Bronx music teacher seeks 
Educator Grammy Award

so she turned to grants and contests. 
To date, she has raised $150,000 for the 

music program, starting with a contest 
held in association with the former FOX 
television show Glee.

“You had to make a music video and ex-
plain why you deserve to win the prize,” 
Salguero said. “We made a video and put it 
up on YouTube and we didn’t know what to 
expect but when the public voted on the best 
video we actually won then grand prize of 
$50,000.” 

Salguero spent that money on equip-
ment to begin a sustainable music program 
that could withstand budget cuts. 

Unfortunately, the program had a major 
setback when the school was broken into 
two years ago and $30,000 worth of instru-
ments and equipment was stolen. 

Community members wrote to come-
dian and daytime talk show host Ellen De-
generes, who invited Salguero to a taping 
of her Los Angeles show. She also donated 
$50,000 to the school’s music program.

“It was surreal to be sitting in the au-
dience and then hear her talking about a 
music teacher that works in the Bronx, and 
you start thinking, ‘wait a minute, that’s 
me,’” she recalled.  

The music teacher later hid the giant 
ceremonial check on the stage, along with 
new instruments, behind a curtain before 
presenting it to her students to loud ap-
plause.

“The thing I loved the most was getting 
to share the experience with my students - 
seeing their reaction, which was absolutely 
priceless,” she said.

This year, Salguero has recruited more 
than 50 percent of her music students to 
participate in the band that practices in 
the mornings before class starts, causing a 
jump in participation from approximately 
25 to around 70.

 The band is using all the instruments 
the school owns. 

She said if she wins, she would use the 
Grammy prize money to further expand the 
school’s music offerings. 

Salguero said music education has far 
more value than many people realize, and 
can even be used to help other subjects like 
science and math.  

“Music and the arts change the way 
your brain works,” she said. “There are so 
many scientifi c studies showing it teaches 
creativity, lateral thinking, problem solv-
ing and evaluation. There are studies that 

show reading music actually helps increase 
literacy. The list is endless.”

Music teacher Melissa Salguero is in the running 
for a $10,000 award from the Grammy organiza-
tion. Photo courtesy of Melissa Salguero

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A large schoolyard in Throggs 

Neck looks like it will receive a big 
makeover. 

The educational campus at 650 
Hollywood Avenue that houses 
several schools and the Phipps 
Neighborhoods Beacon afterschool 
program will see a major capi-
tal improvement to its sprawling 
schoolyard. 

A total of $1.88 million has been 
allocated from three different 
sources at the Piagentini and Jones 
campus to make improvements in-
cluding the addition of a running 
track surrounded by greenspace, 

TN schoolyard gets major playground improvement
a children’s garden, volleyball and 
tennis courts, kickball space, bas-
ketball courts and several planting 
areas. 

The improvements include play 
spaces specifi cally for two- to fi ve-
year-olds and for six- to 12-year-
olds. 

Councilman James Vacca, who 
said he met with school offi cials 
and neighbors on Hollywood Av-
enue, made the largest allocation, 
$800,000.

“Really, if you look at the school-
yard right now, it is really blacktop 
and one or two basketball courts,” 
said Vacca, adding that the up-
graded playground area will be 
used by the students in the schools 
on the campus. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. contributed $750,000 to one of the 
school’s on the campus, P.S. 392, the 
Bronx Delta School in fi scal year 
2016 for a playground renovation, 
according to a spokeswoman. 

Additional support for the proj-
ect came from the Trust For Pub-
lic Land, which kicked in $330,000, 
said Mary Alice Lee, the director of 
New York City Playgrounds at the 
organization. 

“The Trust for Public Land has 

a public-private partnership with 
the City of New York to renovate 
school playgrounds,” said Lee, “We 
had a three-month design process 
where we worked closely with the 
students at the schools to design 
their park.” 

As part of the design process 
in the spring with students at 
four schools that were then part 
of the campus, the young people 
worked with TPL  landscape 
architects to develop the plans 
based on what they would like to 

see, said Lee.  
As this was happening, Vacca 

and Diaz had put in funding to ren-
ovate the playground, so TPL was 
able to match the two projects to-
gether, said Lee. 

The New York Roadrunners 
provided funding to cover staff 
costs incurred by TPL, she said. 

The job is currently being put 
out to bid, and construction could 
begin in the fall or winter, she 
said. 

Bob Bieder of Community 

Board 10’s Youth Service Commit-
tee said that the project looks like it 
is going forward after the commu-
nity had some input, and that this 
is a positive development.  

“They have put together a beau-
tiful set of plans,” he said. “It is re-
ally a nice design and it should be 
ideal.” 

He added that the plan is very 
appealing to the eye, and should 
give the community something 
nice to look at rather then the  cur-
rent “gray space.” 

A project for a new and improved playground for schools at 650 Hollywood Avenue in Throggs Neck is being planned.
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Vacca’s offi ce

They have put 
together a beautiful 

set of plans. It is 
really a nice design 

and it should be 
ideal.

Bob Bieder
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
It was warm and toasty in the Wakefi eld 

Library Saturday, October 29 when local 
elected offi cials announced $5.3 million 
for renovations. But not because the heat 
worked well – the reality, in fact, was quite 
the opposite.

“Just so you don’t think this was a pub-
licity stunt, there are temporary heaters 
throughout the building because the boiler 
stopped working,” Marx said. “New York 
Public Library president Tony Marx told 
visitors. “You can’t make this stuff up.”

That boiler is one of number of things 
to be repaired at the library in the coming 
months. 

The renovations, which will require the 
library to be closed for an unspecifi ed pe-
riod of time, will also include façade and 
front entry rehabilitation, renovation of 
fl ooring and ceilings, and upgrades to the 
plumbing, HVAC systems, electrical, light-
ing, fi re alarm and security systems. 

Improvements will also include a new 
circulation desk and better space confi gu-
ration as well as improved Americans with 
Disabilities Act compliant accessibility for 
the mobility impaired.

 Marx said the building is also used for 

Wakefi eld Library to get 
much-needed renovations

computer access, English language classes, 
career counseling, college application as-
sistance and even toddler storytime. 

“This is the hub of this community, as it 
is for every community,” he said. “But that 
only works if the building works.”

Opened in 1938, the library – which re-
ceived 110,362 visits and circulated 62,753 
items in the 2016 fi scal year – has operated 
under a deteriorating state for years despite 
its high use by the community.

Councilman Andy King, who also 
chairs the city’s Library Committee, said 
young people like the public school chil-
dren on hand for the event were one of 
the main reasons libraries needed to stay 
funded.

“It’s a safety net for so many of our young 
people and helps them escape some of the 
elements out in the street. This is what li-
braries offer – not just a learning tool, it’s a 
developmental tool for everyone.”

Assemblyman Carl Heastie said he was 
happy the Assembly was able to acquire the 
funding and work with other state and city 
offi cials to get the project moving.

“This wonderful corner of the Bronx de-
serves attention, this is a really happy day,” 
Heastie said.

Borough president Ruben Diaz Jr. said 
the library was a go-to service agency for 
many in the Bronx, and that the city had al-
located almost $8 million in the past seven 
years, and hoped to continue funding li-
braries.

“If our students don’t continue to 
have a place where they can expand their 
imaginations, where the can pique their 
curiosity and quench that thirst, and if 
adults can’t come in and get an ESL class 
or other information they need to better 
themselves, what are we doing it for?,” 
Diaz said.

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie was joined by Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., Councilman Andy 
King and Library president Tony Marx at the Wakefi eld Library to announce $5.3 million in renovations 
October 29. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano

This is the hub of this 
community, as it is for 

every community. But that 
only works if the building 

works.
Tony Marx
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
In the most unpredictable election in 

presidential history, Donald Trump de-
feated heavily favored Hillary Clinton by 
a narrow margin by winning several rust 
belt states and Florida.

However, in the Bronx results were as 
predictable as could be expected. Trump 
earned 34, 424 votes, roughly 10 percent of 
the vote in the Bronx, far behind the 318,403 
votes garnered by fellow New York state 
resident Hillary Clinton. T

he Former New York Senator and Secre-
tary of state got 88 percent o the Bronx vote,  
with Jill Stein getting just over 1 percent 
and Libertarian Gary Johnson getting  0.58 
percent of the vote. Blank, void and write-
in ballots made up less than 1 percent of 
votes cast, according to the state board of 
elections.   

In local contests, Democrats swept races 
in the U.S. House of Representatives and 
N.Y. State Senate and Assembly. 

Assembly speaker Carl Heastie ran un-
contested in the 83rd Assembly District, 
and touted the 11 new seats in the Demo-
cratic majority in the lower house in a 
statement released Wednesday.

Clinton dominated in the 2016 
Bronx election results

“I am proud that we have been able to 
grow our majority to 107 members and our 
conference remains the most diverse leg-
islative body in the country, including 41 
women,” Heastie stated.

At the Federal level, all eyes were on 
Senator Adriano Espaillat, who becomes 
the fi rst Dominican American and the fi rst 
formerly undocumented citizen to serve in 
Congress. 

Espaillat got just under 89 percent of the 
vote in a four-way race with Republican 
Tony Evans, Green Daniel Vila Rivera and 
independent candidate Scott Ferstenmaker 
with 99 percent of precincts reporting. 

“I am excited to partner with communi-
ties from Harlem to the Bronx, from El Bar-
rio to Inwood, to create lasting progress on 
the issues that face all of us from affordable 
housing to helping our small businesses,” 
said Espaillat. “I am deeply grateful to the 
people of the 13th Congressional District for 
electing me to serve as their next Congress-
man and I look forward to meeting with my 
constituents in the Bronx from my Bronx 
offi ce starting on day one of my term.”

Marisol Alcantara, a fellow Democrat, 
won the race for Espaillat’s former seat 

with over 90 percent of the vote.
Also successful in his House bid was 

Joe Crowley, who was re-elected with 82 
percent of the vote over Republican Frank 
Spotorno. 

Crowley said he was proud of his re-
cord of supporting job creation, expanding 
middle class opportunities, protecting vet-
erans’ hard-earned benefi ts, keeping Medi-
care and Social Security strong, and work-
ing to make the Bronx-Queens community 
more prosperous and secure. 

“In the next Congress I will continue 
to work for good paying jobs, affordable 
child care, comprehensive immigration re-
form, college affordability, and the oppor-
tunity for every American to retire with 
peace and mind after a lifetime of work,” 
stated Crowley in a press release Wednes-
day. “And whether it is working to address 
airplane noise, improving our schools, or 
keeping our communities safe, I will never 
stop fi ghting for the people of Queens and 
the Bronx.”

Jamaal Bailey, who represents the 
Bronx and part of Mount Vernon, won the 
only open seat in the 36th State Senate dis-
trict. 

A fi rst-time candidate, Bailey defeated 
Conservative Robert Diamond by taking 84 
percent of the vote. 

Bailey captured 64,012 of the 81,085 votes 
cast in the district. 

Bailey is replacing Ruth Hassell-Thomp-
son, who resigned the seat last July to join 
the Cuomo administration.

Councilman Rafael Salamanca Jr. won 
the lone Bronx council race. 

Salamanca won his fi rst full-term elec-
tion in the 17th District after winning a 
special election in February over several 
candidates. 

United States Senator Charles Schumer 
got just under 4.7 million votes statewide 
to handily defeat Republican newcomer 
Wendy Long, who got 1.8 million votes.

Adriano Espaillat will be the fi rst Dominican 
American to serve in Congress. 
 Photo courtesy of Espaillat for Congress

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Thursday, October 27 was a great day to 

be a garden, as torrential downpours doused 
the Bronx. 

But that didn’t stop over 100 people from 
celebrating the impending construction of a 
new educational garden facility at the New 
York Botanical Garden.

Dozens of NYBG board members, employ-
ees and donors were joined in a wet, muddy 
fi eld by Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and NYC 
Commissioner of Cultural Affairs Tom Fin-
kelpearl for the groundbreaking of a major 
expansion of the popular Edible Academy 
program under a large canopy that also in-
cluded 50 local school children. 

Not far away, a three-piece bluegrass band 
strummed away under another canopy.  

The NYBG’s Edible Academy grew out of 
the Ruth Rea Howell Family Garden started 
30 years ago, and allows local school children 
to grow crops and then learn to cook them. 

CEO Gregory Long said the board decided 
to expand the program several years ago, 
partly due to the excellent staff already on 
board.

“We made decision in our strategic plan 
quite a few years ago to give the Family Gar-
den more real estate and have the edible acad-
emy run year-round,” Long told a crowd at a 
formal indoor lunch following the ground-
breaking.

The original family garden will remain 

Edible classroom to sprout at NY Botanical Garden

relatively untouched, Long said, save for a 
few improvements.

The facility will allow the program to 
add additional edible gardening and STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) 
programing for local school children, said 
NYBG board chair Maureen Chilton.

“We are serving 50,000 school children a 
year, and we’ll be able to double that amount,” 
Chilton said. 

The $28 million project will include two 

classrooms, display gardens, an apiary, a 
teaching greenhouse, a 350-seat terraced 
lawn amphitheater, and a new, covered tram 
stop. 

Work is already underway, and the proj-
ect is expected to be completed by spring of 
2018. The LEED-certifi ed facility will also 
have a green roof, freestanding solar panels 
and composting toilets and will draw heat 
and cooling from geothermal wells. 

The building was designed by New York 

architecture and design fi rm Cooper Robin-
son and won the Mayor’s Award for Design 
Excellence in 2014.

In addition to $11 million in state funding, 
which included millions secured by Jeffrey 
Klein and Carl Heastie, the Edible Academy 
also received $17 million in corporate contri-
butions from Adobe, Chobani, Green Moun-
tain Energy Sun Club, Kitchen Aid, MetLife 
and Newman’s Own.

As a New York City tenant, heat and light-
ing expenses at the botanical gardens are 
paid for by the city, which also provides op-
erating support and capital support, Finkle-
pearl said.

Dinowitz said all 11 Bronx Assembly mem-
bers supported the project, and said the Ed-
ible Academy was a way to address the obe-
sity and type II diabetes crisis among young 
people in the borough. 

“This is one way to help address those 
issues,” Dinowitz said. “It’s a very valuable 
thing for our community and people through-
out the Bronx,” 

Diaz Jr. said the botanical garden was 
a destination for tourists from around the 
world and provided an essential fi nancial 
shot in the arm to the Bronx economy. 

He also praised the edible academy for 
helping to educate young people not just 
about math and science, but also how to live a 
healthier lifestyle.

“What they are learning isn’t just nurtur-
ing their body, it’s nurturing their brains as 
well,” Diaz said. 

(l-r) Commissioner of Cultural Affairs Tom Finkelpearl, Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and As-
semblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz joined local school children for the groundbreaking of the new Edible 
Academy Facility at the New York Botanical Garden. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano
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Free Naloxone training Tuesday, Nov. 15
From page 1

along with local law enforcement 
to fi nd these heroin dealers and 
put them in jail, because they are 
poisoning our neighborhoods.”

“For the last three months, 
there have been heroin addicts 
breaking into and shooting up 
heroin in cars on our streets - 
where is the law enforcement? 
The 45th and 49th precincts need 
to step up,” Carolyn added.

“This heroin epidemic has got-
ten way out of hand and it only 
seems to be getting worse and 
worse,” said Pat Brennan, whose 
son committed suicide four and 
a half years ago after being ad-
dicted to oxycodone and heroin. 
“There have been so many funer-
als, so many wakes - when does it 
stop? If I can prevent any mother 

from going through what I went 
though, I’m more than happy to 
help out.”

“There is a beast in our com-
munity, and that beast is on a 
mission - to kill your son, murder 
your daughter or totally destroy 
someone who you love,” said Pa-
tricia Higgins Schuetz, whose 
son Derrick was best friends 
with Anthony Trotta, who passed 
away on Friday, September 30, 
also from a heroin overdose. Der-
rick is currently in a rehabilita-
tion center.

Patricia, who said that neigh-
borhoods in the east Bronx have 
seen at least 10 heroin-related 
deaths since the summer, also 
noted that the meeting would in-
clude a secret box, where anybody 
in attendance can drop tips in-

formation about the local heroin 
dealers such as addresses, license 
plate numbers, phone numbers, 
etc. She added that anybody who 
drops information in the box will 
not br questioned, and that the 
tips can be anonymous.

“This heroin horror has af-
fected all the communities in my 
district, which is why we have 
held town halls and meetings to 
address the situation and take ac-
tion towards correcting this prob-
lem,” said Senator Jeff Klein, who 
added that $189,000,000 in state 
funding has been allocated to-
wards treatment prevention pro-
grams, an 82% increase from 2011. 
“We need to help as many families 
as possible, as soon as possible, to 
bring a halt to this wave of fatal 
overdoses.”

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An assemblyman’s chief of 

staff has teamed up with a local 
high school to provide intern-
ship opportunities for students 
to gain experience while, at the 
same time, assisting their local 
businesses.

Nathalia Fernandez, the chief 
of staff for Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, has collaborated with 
Bronx High School for the Visual 
Arts in an effort to offer students 
work experience and training in 
graphic design by participating 
in an internship during their 
senior year through the school’s 
Work Based Learning program.

The program, which will be-

Gjonaj’s offi ce offers work-based learning program
gin in December or January and 
run until the end of the school 
year.

Students will also learn work 
safety training, team work, time 
management, job shadowing, col-
lege preparation, presentation 
skills, professional communica-
tion skills and how to ‘dress for 
success.’

“This program will give stu-
dents invaluable experience be-
fore they graduate from high 
school and prepare them for fu-
ture employment,” said Fernan-
dez. 

“Since I went through that ex-
perience, I know how important 
this program can be for the stu-
dents and how much it can help 
the businesses and organizations 
involved. It’s a win-win.”

Fernandez also said that she 
would be starting a similar pro-
gram at Bronx Community Col-
lege, where students would also 
be able to intern at local busi-
nesses and gain three to four 
credits.

“This is a great way for our 
students to gain the necessary 
skill set they will need for when 
they get hired for a job position, 
while at the same time give back 
to our local businesses and or-
ganizations,” said Linda Stern, 
a teacher and the Work Based 
Learning program coordinator 
at Bronx High School for the Vi-
sual Arts. “With this program, 
students can prepare for future 
career opportunities and gain 
important work experience.”

“Work Based Learning is a 
great asset for our young schol-

ars preparing for the working 
world,” said Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj. “It will set a standard 

for the type of work ethic and re-
sponsibility they should aspire 
and work towards when they be-

gin their careers - and I am grate-
ful for Nathalia taking the lead 
in this quest to fi nd businesses 
that can provide experience for 
these students.”

Students who have success-
fully completed all of their re-
quired academic and Graphic 
Design - Career and Technical 
Education fi eld of study courses, 
as well as passed all Regents ex-
ams, are able to participate in the 
program. Students are required 
to maintain a B average and ex-
cellent attendance in all classes 
while participating in the intern-
ship.

Students, who are able to work 
up to 15 hours per week, can earn 
one credit upon successful com-
pletion of their internship place-
ment.

Internship placements for the 
Bronx High School for the Visual 
Arts include Arts Connection, 
Brand Fire, Bronx Art Space, 
Bronx Council On the Arts, 
Bronx Incubator, BronxNet, 
Bronx Teen Council, College Ac-
cess Center, Donors Choose, Ein-
stein College of Medicine, The 
Bronx Museum - CASA Program, 
Bronx River Art Center, ICP at 
the Point, Massideation, Leh-
man Art Galley, Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, NYC School Con-
struction, Open Hydrant Theater 
Company, Simplicity Lab, Studio 
In A School and Studio Museum 
of Harlem.

For more information on the 
program, please contact princi-
pal Iris Witherspoon at (718) 319-
5150 or Linda Stern at Lstern@
schools.nyc.gov.

Fernandez, who participated in an internship in her senior year of high school, 
knows the benefi t of internships for high school students and local businesses.
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj’s offi ce

Since I went 
through that 

experience, I know 
how important this 
program can be for 
the students and 
how much it can 

help the businesses 
and organizations 
involved. It’s a win-

win.
Nathalia Fernandez
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV CHILDREN AT OR

BELOW GRADE LEVEL
WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

ACHIEVE
3 TO 6 YEARS OF

READING IMPROVEMENT
IN ONE YEAR!!!

One on One Tutoring for K - 12th grade
Below, At or Above Grade Level Students
LD - ADD - ADHD - Dyslexia - Special Needs
Your child will read better, faster with greater fluency                                             
and comprehension advancing one year every 4-8 weeks
Grades, confidence and self esteem will soar as they learn to                               
love reading and school
Your 3, 4 & 5 year old will learn 15-30 words in the 1st session
No contracts - Open 7 days a week

  FREE Consultation - 35 Years Certified Experience


