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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
While hundreds of chil-

dren dressed in colorful Hal-
loween costumes scurried up 
and down Morris Park Av-
enue Monday afternoon, a 
small group of mostly black-
clad mourners stood silent at 
the corner of Bogart Avenue.

The group had gathered to 
remember three people killed 
a year ago in a freak auto ac-
cident. 

At just before 5 p.m. on Oc-
tober 31, 2015, a driver jumped 
the curb at 939 Morris Park 
Avenue and struck and killed 
10-year-old Nyanna Aquil 
and her 65-year-old grandfa-
ther Louis Perez, as well as 
24-year-old Albanian immi-
grant  Kristjan Leka. 

Aquil’s three-year-old sis-
ter was also injured. Leka was 
able to push his nine-year-old 
sister out of the way, and she 
suffered just minor injuries. 

His fi ancé was also in-
jured. Another of Aquil’s 
younger sisters was pushed to 
safety by the grandfather just 
before the impact. 

On Monday, members of 
the victim’s families spoke of 
the losses they endured a year 
ago.  They also planted three 
fl owers at the scene in the vic-
tims’ memory.

“This pain that you’re go-
ing though is one that we 
share with all of you,” said 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
who hosted the event. The ac-
cident occurred right outside 

of Gjonaj’s offi ce.
Natalia Perez, Aquil’s 

mother and Perez’s daughter, 
said she and her family had 
been through a lot, but urged 
people not to cry for them.

“My daughter and my dad 
have helped us get through a 
lot of our days, and Kristjan 
as well, and I know they are 
smiling down on us stand-
ing here and remembering 
them,” Perez said.

While Perez called the fa-
tal accident a horrible trag-
edy that never should have 
happened, she urged those on 
hand to be grateful for every 
day they are lucky enough to 
have.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Throggs Neck residents 

are asking the 45th Precinct 
to put the brakes on a group of 
unruly pre-teen bicyclists. 

On Thursday, October 
13, Linda Perry was driving 
to Throggs Neck Pharmacy 
to pick up medicine for her 
80-year-old mother when a 
boy riding a bicycle without 
a helmet cut in front of her 
car causing her to jam on the 
brakes.

When she exited the vehi-
cle  at the corner of Lafayette 
and East Tremont avenues, 

four pre-teen boys intimi-
dated her by riding their bikes 
around her.

“I said to them, ‘You could 
have killed someone. What’s 
the matter with you’,” she re-
called.

Perry claimed one of the 
boys allegedly gave her the 
middle fi nger and made sexu-
ally explicit remarks follow-
ing her question.

“These boys have been rid-
ing their bicycles in the mid-
dle of East Tremont Avenue 
for over six months now while 
popping wheelies and cutting 

in and out of lanes,” she said. 
“It’s an accident waiting to 
happen. These boys think it’s 
all a joke.”

Perry took several photos 
of the boys, but this did not de-
ter them.

She claimed the boys al-
legedly photographed her and 
her car and that one of them 
threatened to have his mother 
beat her up.

Perry immediately visited 
the 45th Precinct and spoke 
with an offi cer who explained 
their hands are tied.

Ghosts and ghouls of all ages had a scary good time celebrating 
the Halloween season at the 33rd annual Throggs Neck Halloween 
Parade and Costume Contest on Saturday, October 29. Spirits were 
high at the neighborhood spooktacular sponsored by Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto, Councilman James Vacca, Senator Jeff 
Klein and Congressman Joseph Crowley which featured a parade, 
carnival and a costume contest. Assemblyman Benedetto (r) con-
gratulated third place eight to ten-years-old costume contest win-
ner Ashley Santiago on her imaginative costume. See more photos 
on pages 44 and 45.              Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTED
TURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

718.828.9200
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TRY OUR
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, N.Y. 10464 
or e-mail bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact 
you in case of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

New little league leader

Congratulations to Chris-

tina Martinez who was 
elected  recently as the new 
president of Castle Hill Little 
League. According to CHLL 
coordinators, she is the fi rst 
Latina to lead the CHLL.

A New Board 

Member At NYBG 

East Bronx community 
leader, 49th Precinct Commu-
nity Council president and 
White Plains Road Business 
Improvement District execu-
tive director Joseph Thomp-

son has accepted a new role: 
he is now a member of the 
board of trustees of the New 

York Botanical Garden. 
Joe reports that he offi -

cially joined the board in Sep-
tember. Joe certainly contin-
ues ‘to wear many hats.’ Joe 
believes that the people of the 
borough should realize that 
the NYBG has so much to of-
fer. 

For a beautiful day, it re-
ally a place that cannot be 
beat, said Thompson of the 
NYBG. People should know 
more about the garden and 
take their children. 

ZSL Lifetime 

Achievement Award

The ZSL (Zoological Soci-
ety of London) Awards Com-
mittee has presented the ZSL 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
to Dr. John Robinson, execu-
tive vice president of Con-
servation and Science at the 

Wildlife Conservation So-

ciety.
 The ZSL Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award is presented to 
an individual who has made 
exceptional, long-term contri-
butions to the conservation of 
wildlife and habitats.  

Dr. Robinson, a primatolo-
gist, received the award today 
at the ZSL London Zoo.

 You, above all, have dem-
onstrated excellence and 
achievement in implementing 
signifi cant conservation ac-
tion for the benefi t of the in-
ternational conservation com-
munity over many years, said 
Jonathan Baillie, ZSL Con-
servation Programmes direc-
tor, about Dr. Robinson.  Your 
input into initial discussions 
with Georgina Mace and Glyn 
Davies to draw up a memo-
randum of understanding be-
tween our two organisations 
provided the framework for the 
establishment of a permanent 
WCS presence in Europe and 
a close, on-going relationship 
between WCS and ZSL. Over 
the years since scientifi c sym-
posia on several  issues of criti-
cal conservation importance 
have been held, both our or-
ganisations have worked with 
The Royal Foundation on the 
ground-breaking United for 
Wildlife Initiative, and coordi-
nated on issues of common in-
terest including the World Her-
itage Convention. 

Dr. Robinson, also WCS 
Chief Conservation offi cer, 
oversees the WCS Global Con-
servation Program in the 
Americas, Africa and Asia 
and in all the world’s oceans. 

Under his leadership, the WCS 
fi eld program has developed 
into one of the most effective 
science-based conservation 
efforts around the globe.

 Throughout his career, 
Dr. Robinson has been infl u-
ential in all aspects of wild-
life conservation, including 
in the fi eld, in scientifi c re-
search, in academia, and at 
the top levels of policy and 
global strategy. He has been 
a pivotal fi gure in forming 
WCS’s great history of wild-
life conservation.

 Said Cristian Samper, 
WCS president and CEO: John 
has been one of the founders 
and leaders of conservation bi-
ology, using science to inform 
conservation practice. He has 
built the WCS conservation 
program from a collection of 
fi eld research projects to a port-
folio of long-term conservation 
programs spanning 60 coun-
tries. We extend our congratu-
lations to John and thank our 
ZSL colleagues for recognizing 
his great impact on helping to 
save wildlife and wild places.

 Dr. Robinson received his 
doctorate in zoology from the 
University of North Caro-
lina in 1977, focusing on pri-
mate behavior and ecology. 
His postdoctoral studies were 
with the Smithsonian Institu-
tion.
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
After years of wondering what 

would happen to the old Spofford Ju-
venile Detention Center property, the 
NYC Economic Development Corpora-
tion and the NYC Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Development an-
nounced on Thursday, October 27 the 
property’s fate.

The Peninsula, a campus which 
will include 740 units of affordable 
housing, will replace the former deten-
tion center.

According to EDC press release, 
The Peninsula will also include 52,000 
square feet of open recreational space, 
21,000 square feet of ground fl oor retail 
and commercial space, 48,000 square 
feet of community facility space and 
49,000 square feet of light industrial 
space.

In addition, the project is expected 
to create 177 permanent jobs and 1,600 
temporary construction jobs.

 “With over 700 affordable apart-
ments, space for community organiza-
tions and light manufacturing space, 
The Peninsula will erase the memory 
of Spofford and replace it with homes 
and job opportunities that benefi t the 
people of the south Bronx,” said EDC 
president Maria Torres-Springer. 

Spofford Detention Center, also 
known as Bridges Juvenile Center, 
had become a Hunts Point eyesore.

There were multiple reports of 
child abuse, broken air conditioners, 
and rodent infestation within the fa-
cility when it was in operation.

Activists, elected offi cials and com-
munity members eventually forced the 
center to close in 2011. It had been open 
for more than 50 years.

In June of 2015 the EDC began fi eld-
ing suggestions for the space, asking 
interested developers to pitch their 
ideas by October of that same year.

Gilbane Development Company, 
Hudson Companies and Mutual Hous-
ing Association of New York - also 

Housing, jobs to replace 
Spofford Detention Center

know as MHANY - put together a joint 
submission which EDC chose. 

Councilman Rafael Salamanca, for-
mer district manager for Community 
Board 2, said he hopes to secure spots 
for many Hunts Point residents.

Salamanca said that the resi-
dents in Hunts Point who had to suf-
fer through having Spofford Juvenile 
Center “in their backyard” should be 
the ones gaining the benefi t of the new 
housing.

Offi cials from Mothers on the Move 
and The Point Community Develop-
ment Corporation - two organizations 
who spearheaded the Spofford closing 
- expressed pleasure with The Penin-
sula project.

“Closing the dark chapter of Spof-
ford Detention Center and creating a 
new future for the residents of Hunts 
Point is more than a symbolic act - it is 
an affi rmative step toward a clear and 
meaningful improvement in the qual-
ity of life for our community,” said 
Maria Torres, president of The Point 
CDC.

“We salute our allies in that long 
struggle and remind all those who 
have worked so hard to make this day 
possible that we still have much work 
to do,” said Mothers on the Move presi-
dent Wanda Salaman.

The Peninsula will consist of fi ve 
building and will be built in three 
phrases which are projected to be com-
pleted by 2024.

Some of the businesses that plan to 
open at the Peninsula are Forno Bak-
ery, Soul Snacks, Bascom Catering, 
Mass Ideation, Hunts Point Brewing 
Company, and Lightbox NY fi lm stu-
dio.

In addition there will be an 18,000 
square foot health and wellness center 
operated by Urban Health Plan and a 
15,000 square foot space for a super-
market.

The Peninsula will also include a 
Head Start facility and a playground.

Outside of former Spofford Juvenile Detention Center. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department of Health. 
Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).  ����������		�
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We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Bronx elected offi cials are calling 

on Apple Incorporated, maker of the 
devices that many feel they cannot 
live without, to open a retail location 
in the borough. 

Apple’s futuristic retail stores, 
complete with customer support for 
on-the-spot-troubleshooting, have 
opened in many places, but not in the 
borough. 

Local elected offi cials here, in-
cluding Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr., recently signed a letter to 
Tim Cook, Apple’s CEO, urging the 
computing juggernaut that makes 
smart phones, tablet computers and 
laptops and desktops to consider the 
borough for an Apple retail location. 

Apple is the largest company in 
the world in terms of market capital-
ization, the total amount of a compa-
ny’s outstanding shares, according 
to published reports. 

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie 
penned his own letter to Apple, Inc. 
on the matter. 

“Few brands are as recognized 
and admired as Apple,” stated the let-
ter. “It is time for the Bronx to get its 

Borough electeds to Apple: 
Open a Bronx retail location

bite of the Apple!”
That letter points out  that an Ap-

ple Store in the borough would be 
yet another signal that the Bronx is 
‘open for business.’  

“Tens of thousands of Bronx res-
idents are already Apple customers, 
so a new Apple store right here in the 
Bronx would be a perfect fi t for this 
borough,” stated Diaz. “I am hopeful 
that Apple will consider our request, 
as a Bronx location would be mutu-
ally benefi cial not only to the com-
pany, but to the thousands of Bronx-
ites who would take advantage of its 
services closer to home.” 

Heastie stated that the having an 
Apple retail location in the borough 
would ensure that the borough’s 
growing population has access to Ap-
ple’s “world renowned products and 
services.” 

“Over the past few years, the 
Bronx has seen billions of dollars in 
development and offers numerous po-
tential retail locations for continued 
growth,” said Heastie. “A Bronx loca-
tion would undoubtedly prove to be 
benefi cial for both Apple and one and 
half million eager consumers here in 

the Bronx.” 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce 

CEO Nunzio del Greco said that he 
was aware that the elected offi cials 
had reached out to Apple and sup-
ported the effort. 

He said having an Apple store 
here would confer prestige on the 
borough.

Del Greco said that he sees many 
people using its  devices, including 
iPhone and iPads.

“The demand is there; there is no 
question about it,” he said “It would 
be a good thing for the Bronx and it 
would be good publicity for Apple too 
– it wouldn’t hurt.”  

Marlene Cintron, Bronx Over-
all Economic Development Corpora-
tion president, said she believes that 
it would simply make good business 
sense for Apple to site a retail store 
in the borough, and believes this has 
so far been a missed business oppor-
tunity for the borough.  

“Businesses that come to the 
Bronx have been rewarded time and 
time again; we are a borough of 1.4 
million people and we are the young-
est borough out of the fi ve,” said Cin-

tron. “Who uses Apple products more 
than our demographic?”

An Apple spokeswoman did not 
comment, adding that the company 
does not discuss future plans

“Tens of thousands of Bronx residents are 
already Apple customers, so a new Apple 
Store right here in The Bronx would be a 
perfect fi t for this borough.” - Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz Jr..
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have 
stuff?

We have the space!

NOW OPEN AT

718-684-6448

Two Months FREE!*
Conveniently located at 1260 Waters Place, Bronx, NY 10461
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 ○ Flexible Month-to-Month Leases

 ○ 24/7 Video Recording

 ○ Convenient Access Hours

 ○ Award-Winning Customer Service

 ○ Climate Controlled Storage Units

 ○ Free Move-in Truck and Driver
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Keep your 
home, family

& finances 
above water

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Despite what seemed like a strong 

rejection from the offi ce of Mayor de 
Blasio last month, The Trump orga-
nization will give a presentation at a 
Bronx Community Board 10 public 
hearing later this month on their pro-
posal to expand its golf course to the 
Long Island Sound waterfront at the 
request of the board.

A Monday, November 14 public 
hearing at Fort Schuyler House at 7:30 
p.m. will include two presentations 
– one by the Trump Links at Ferry 
Point management and another from 
the city parks department, who have 
plans to use the city-owned space to 
expand the park into the area near the 
golf course.

Trump Corporation executive vice 
president Ron Lieberman said the 
Trump proposal had been fl oated to 
city offi cials as far back as 2013, and 
called for expanding two holes to the 
waterfront and also using the compa-
ny’s money to create passive parkland 
near the course, as a wildlife sanctu-
ary. 

The Trump organization would 
maintain the property for the city as 
well, he added. 

“We can’t understand why the city 
rejected it,” he said. “From the city’s 
standpoint, this is such a homerun 
for them. We were willing to use our 
money, free up taxpayer money, so the 
city could use that money for other vi-
tal needs, perhaps even in the same 
community this park is being built.” 

The Trump organization also re-
quested a 20-year extension to its cur-
rent 20-year contract to counter the 
improvement’s $15 million price tag. 

Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen rejected 
the plan and told the developer in a let-
ter sent last month the city planned to 
use the land for public space.

“We have no interest in changing 
direction in order to allow a cosmetic 
improvement,” Glen wrote.

Lieberman said expanding the fi -
nal two holes, a move also supported 
by course co-designer Jack Nicklaus, 
would increase the likelihood that the 
facility might be chosen to host a ma-
jor PGA golf tournament. 

“In meeting with various govern-
ing bodies of [professional] golf, they 
loved the idea of creating dramatic fi n-
ishing holes,” Lieberman said. “So it 
would have the effect of bringing a ma-
jor American open to the city, bring-
ing hundreds of millions of dollars in 
economic impact.”  

NYC Parks Department plans ob-
tained from CB 10 and presented at a 
recent meeting plans for a passive wa-
terfront park aimed at restoring eco-
logical diversity to the bay and provid-
ing scenic overlooks of the East River. 

A footpath would run through the 
park from east to west and provide ac-
cess from the neighboring residential 
community to the east. The estimated 
total cost of parks project is listed as 
$9.6 million.   

CB 10 president Martin Prince said 
the board will give a recommendation 
to the city after the hearing. 

He said the board was most con-
cerned about what plans the city had 
for the western portion of the park, the 
more active area. No plans have been 
announced for that section, he said.

“I’m certain that will be part of our 
response,” Prince said.   

Trump Links, Parks 
Department vie for 
Ferry Point space

Two public hearings involving the future of Ferry Point Park and its Trump Links golf course 
will be held Monday, November 14 by Community Board 10. Community News/Arthur Cusano
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HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP) is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in HIP depends 
on contract renewal. HIP is an EmblemHealth company. Plans vary by county. Limitations, copayments 
and restrictions may apply. Benefi ts, premiums and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 
1 of each year. The formulary and pharmacy network may change at any time. You will receive notice 
when necessary. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. This information is not a 
complete description of benefi ts. Contact the plan for more information. EmblemHealth complies with 
applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak other languages, language assistance services, free of 
charge, are available to you. Call 1-800-546-0131 (TTY/TDD: 711). ATENCIÓN: Si usted habla español, tiene 
a su disposición, gratis, servicios de ayuda para idiomas. Llame al 1-800-546-0131 (TTY/TDD: 711). 注意：
如果您講中文，我們免費提 供相關的語言協助服務。請致電 1-800-546-0131 (TTY/TDD: 711). Healthways and 
SilverSneakers are registered trademarks of Healthways, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries. © 2016 Healthways, 
Inc. All rights reserved.

Come to a free seminar near you to fi nd out more.
EmblemHealth is holding seminars in your area where you can learn all about our new high-quality, 
aff ordable Medicare Advantage plans for 2017. They include $0 and low premium plans with 
$0 copays and $0 generic drugs.* Also new for 2017 — the SilverSneakers® Fitness program 
at no extra cost. 

Refreshments will be served. We’ll explain how easy it is to switch to an EmblemHealth plan. The 
seminars are free, with no obligation; but, if you like, you will be able to enroll right on the spot!

H3330_126546 Accepted 10/24/16

CALL 1-800-546-0131 TTY/TDD: 711
8 am to 8 pm, seven days a week

Call today to reserve your spot. Open Enrollment ends December 7. 

A salesperson will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of 
persons with special needs at sales meetings, call the number above. You can also contact 

us for additional plan and enrollment information.

Save with our new $0 and low 
premium Medicare Advantage plans!

Free Seminar!

Choose the seminar that’s most convenient for you:

*At preferred pharmacies.

Montefi ore Bronx East Center
2300 Westchester Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10462
November 7, 10:30 am to 12 pm
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

43 Precinct 
Thursday, October 27 at 5:35 p.m. -- Cops 

got a report of a robbery inside a grocery store at 
2001 Westchester Avenue.  

A suspect walked into the location and pulled 
a firearm at 48-year-old employee and demand-
ed money. T

he suspect then fled the location with $50. 
He is described as a man wearing a hooded 
sweatshirt and mask with a gun. 

44 Precinct
Friday, October 21  at 11:50 p.m. --  Cops 

got a report of a suspect stealing $480 in cash 
as a deli at 125 E. 157th Street was closing its 
gate. T

he person committing the theft is described 
as a black woman who is about 20-years-old and 
120 pounds. She entered the location as an em-
ployee was closing the front gate and stole the 
money from a register. 

45 Precinct
Sunday, October 9 at 6:30 a.m. -- A robbery 

occurred in Throggs Neck when a livery cab driv-
er stopped to drop off passengers at Barkley and 
Hollywood avenues. Two men punched the victim 
in the face and then took the victims cell phone 
and $300. They fled the location on foot. The 
68-year-old livery cab driver suffered bruising to 
his face and was taken to NYC Health + Hospitals 
/ Jacobi where he was treated and released. 

49 Precinct
Sunday, October 9 at 6:45 p.m. -- Police 

received a report of a robbery inside a health 
food store at 2154 White Plains Road. Someone 
approached a 20-year-old employee and bran-
dished a knife, demanding money. The employee 
opened the cash register and the person sought 
took about $385 and fled.  The person sought 
is described as a black man who was about 
30-years-old, six-feet-tall and 180 pounds. 

FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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Mom arrived 
for dinner
at midnight

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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is available on request. Display deadline is the 
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Friday preceding publication.
Subscription Rates: Yearly subscriptions are 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Reading, writing,

Alzheimer’s

Dear editor,
I read with interest Water-

bury LaSalle’s comment that 
building P.S.14’s desperately 
needed extension will give 
people Alzheimer’s Disease. 
Now I have heard everything.

Sandi Lusk

Let’s sell
vacant homes

Dear editor,
Banks create ‘zombie 

homes’ by making them hard 
to buy.

We call the banks, but get 
the run around.  With the mar-
ket being what is today, where 
we have so many buyers and 
no inventory, it should be eas-
ier buy a foreclosed home. 

Banks need a better system 
to sell the abandoned homes 
it owns.  The neighbors don’t 
feel safe with the current situ-
ation.

Joseph Vega

Senator Schumer
forgets friends

Dear editor,
Senator Charles Schumer 

has a lot in common with 
Halloween.  He has spent 
millions of dollars on tele-
vision commercials paid for 
by his ‘Pay for Play’ friends.  
He proudly boasts of his bil-
lions in fi nancial assistance 
‘treats’ from Washington 
brought back to NY.  Schum-
er’s ‘trick’ is that he fails to 
tell voters where the money 
to pay for this came from. 

Since 1981, under Schum-
er’s watch as both a Congress 
member and senator our na-
tional debt went up by $18 
trillion.  It increased from $1 
trillion in 1981 to $19.7 trillion 
today. Schumer never talks 
about this at his standard 
Sunday news conferences or 
campaign re-election com-
mercials. It is nothing to be 
proud of.

What is really scary is 
the trillions of dollars more 
in national debt that both 
President Hillary Clinton 
and a Democratic United 
States senate majority leader 
Schumer could bring us. 

Like the cowardly lion 
from the Land of Oz, Schumer 

came out against the pro-
posed treaty with Iran but 
with a wink and nod to Presi-
dent Obama refused to lobby 
his fellow senators in joining 
him to oppose the treaty.  

Many Jewish and non-
Jewish friends of Israel are 
not happy with his abdica-
tion of leadership on this is-
sue.   Food for thought before 
voting.

Larry Penner

Ignoring
the facts

(This is a rebuttal to Mr. 
Allon’s article in the Bronx 
Times)

Mr. Allon,
I read your fevered article 

“Trumps reality show near-
ing cancelation” in the Bronx 
Times today and laughed 
heartily at your leftist’s rant-
ing’s of Donald Trump’s cam-
paign.  Do you have newspa-
pers or internet where you 
live?  Simple facts can be 
found in seconds.  But it’s ob-
vious you are not interested 
in facts, only in fi ltering your 
news from either MSNBC or 
the some other leftist news 
source.

For starters, you seem 
highly offended by Trump’s 
stupid remarks about sex and 
women.  Liberals like you act 
as if this kind of talk is very 
offensive – ignoring the fact 
it has been prevalent and sat-
urating our culture for the 
last 30 years or so.  The Leave 
it to Beaver era disappeared 
a long time ago, or again, 
have you missed that change?  
Porn sells, but no one wants 
to get rid of it.  But people 
like you have supported left-
ist judges who misinterpret 
the fi rst amendment by al-
lowing fi lth on any medium.  
But when a conservative or 
Republican does something 
questionable, you get the va-
pors and into a tizzy not un-
like Margaret Dumont in a 
Marx Brother’s movie. 

Do you really believe Hil-
lary is innocent of her hus-
band’s infi delity and mis-
treatment of women?  She 
goes around angrily com-
plaining about Trump’s mi-
sogynistic remarks, and has 
done nothing about her hus-
band’s lifestyle, not to men-
tion his pedophile friend who 
he has jetted Bill around for 
sexual forays the last couple 
of years.  And for some unex-

plainable reason Hillary is 
touted as pro-children while 
she is disgustingly pro-abor-
tion – right up to the moment 
the baby is to be born.  Is that 
civilized? 

So now the FBI is opening 
a new investigation on an al-
ready glossed-over, bumbled 
government investigation.  
With all the facts we already 
know now about her email 
server, her pay-to-play as sec-
retary of state and confl ict 
of interests with the Clin-
ton Foundation, anyone else 
would be in jail.  All of this 
would make Don Corleone 
blush.  Maybe you can help 
explain how two politicians 
become super rich after serv-
ing as public servants?  I 
mean besides Al Gore and his 
get rich quick global warm-
ing fanaticism. 

Pay to Play is a Clinton 
routine that has paid off 
handsomely.  At least Trump 
made his money the old fash-
ioned way – he worked hard 
to make himself well off, 
which is the great American 
dream.  He is an example of 
playing by the rules as op-
posed to the Clinton Wall 
Street crime families.

You and the rest of the 
Washington, insider elites 
can be as smug as you like.  
The do-nothing Republicans 
and do-everything-wrong 
Democrats are now in the 
cross hairs of the American 
people.  They are ready to 
pull the trigger and elect a 
true outsider who, God will-
ing, will drain some of the 
Washington swamp.

With the race tightening 
along with the noose around 
Hillary’s criminal neck, you 
may have to write an apolo-
gia in your next article.  That 
would require some cursory 
research and a dash of hon-
esty – which, based on this 
article you lack in droves.

Dan Marengo

We need to
keep our B&N
Dear editor,
Despondent, is the word 

that comes to mind after 
reading ‘Barnes & Noble’s fu-
ture is up in the air’ (October 
21, 2016). 

I personally feel I have 
a connection with the Bay 
Plaza Shopping Center 

Barnes & Noble book store. 
I have been going to this spe-
cifi c location since I moved to 
New York City in 2007. The 
closing of this bookstore is 
truly heart breaking. 

The Bay Plaza Barnes & 
Noble was immensely helpful 
to the society with the many 
schools nearby. “They have 
a great relationship with the 
community and especially 
with the schools in the area.” 
said Joanne Rubino, second 
vice chairperson of Commu-
nity Board 11. It is certainly 
disappointing that such a 
cherished and much more 
serviceable place will be gone 
from the shopping center just 
to add another store identical 
to the countless amount al-
ready there. 

Although there are other 
Barnes & Noble in Manhat-
tan, these are in no way as 
convenient for Bronxites. 

Aniya Wallace

Stop phony
registration

Dear editor,
I would like to address the 

letter in last week’s Bronx 
Times Reporter about school 
overcrowding sent in by Mr. 
Wall. P.S. 71 is overcrowded, 
but expanding P.S. 14 will not 
help the problem because we 
cannot trust the NYC Depart-
ment of Education to do the 
right thing.

As it is, both P.S. 71 and 
P.S. 14 have students that 
don’t belong in these schools. 
They both have enrollment 
from Westchester Square and 
Castle Hill, and P.S. 71 even 
has a student from Yonkers 
attending their school.

The administration at 
both schools is aware of 
this, and has tried to send 
these students back to their 
own neighborhoods, but the 
Bronx Superintendent re-
fuses to allow this correction 
to take place. She is pushing 
it under the rug.

So, by expanding P.S. 14, 
they will invite more peo-
ple from outside the area to 
bring students into the newly 
expanded school. This will 
not help P.S. 71. 

What will help P.S. 71 is a 
new school and stop taking 
in students from outside of 
its neighborhood.

Mary DiLenardo

FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL (718) 260-4593
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Call to enroll or make an in-person appointment  
1-855-583-1809
(TTY 1-888-542-3821) 
7 days a week, 8am–8pm 

Visit www.JoinHFMedicare.org  

Here for you
with Medicare Advantage plans that fit your budget

Time is running out to choose one of our quality Medicare Advantage 

plans for New Yorkers like you. Get access to doctors close to home, 

and benefits such as free transportation to appointments, and 

prescription drug coverage. Plus, save with:

Don’t wait! 
Medicare open 

enrollment ends 

December 7

$0
or low monthly 

plan premiums

$0
or low copays for 

primary care doctors

$0
or low copays for 

preventive dental

FREE Medicare 
information sessions
Get help choosing the right plan. 
Call 1-855-583-1809 to reserve 
your space at a session near you. 
Light refreshments will be served.

FREE tote bag  
when you attend!
While supplies last. Limit one per person, 
with no obligation to enroll.

Healthfirst Health Plan, Inc., dba Healthfirst Medicare Plan, offers HMO plans that contract with the Federal Government. Enrollment in Healthfirst 
Medicare Plan depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. 
Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/or co-payments/co-
insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Please contact the plan for further 
details. A sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, 
call 1-888-260-1010 and TTY 1-888-542-3821. Healthfirst Medicare Plan complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos 
de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-888-260-1010 (TTY 1-888-867-4132). 注意: 如果您使用繁體中文, 您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電
1-888-260-1010 (TTY 1-888-542-3821)。

© 2016 HF Management Services, LLC. 1880  H3359_MKT17_48 Accepted 09042016
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We’re right beside you helping you get the 
most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to 
help you plan for your future. Come to one of 
our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health 
workshops. You’ll get unbiased information 
to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if 
you’re wondering what’s next for you, join us for 
a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give 
you tools and advice to help you navigate life 
transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when 
you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442
or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS THE 
FIVE BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny
Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
P.S. 97 may be seeing a ma-

jor expansion that would bring 
students inside from tempo-
rary buildings. 

Sources confi rmed that 
preliminary details are being 
worked out on an expansion to 
P.S. 97 that could include new 
classrooms, an auditorium, 
a gym, an expansion of its 
lunchroom and an elevator. 

Councilman James Vacca 
said on Monday, October 31 
that he received word that 
funds were being allocated in 
next year’s city budget to build 
an extension to the building, 
and that its principal has been 
meeting with the School Con-
struction Authority to discuss 
tentative proposals for expan-
sion. 

Vacca said he had re-
quested that SCA do a feasibil-
ity survey studying expansion 
because the pre-kindergarten 
through fi fth grade school 
has 16 portable classrooms in 
temporary structures on the 
grounds of the school. 

“We have gotten good news 
that it looks like the money 
will be there in the coming fi s-
cal year,” said Vacca, adding 

SCA in discussion to expand P.S. 97: Vacca 
“(P.S. 97) has 16 portable units, 
one of the largest portable unit 
contingents in the Bronx.” 

Many of these portable 
units have aged, he said, 
and having students in them 
means they have to travel be-
tween them and the main 
school building for lunch and 
special classes, sometimes in 
rain and snow, he said. 

“This is something that 
over the years has fallen 
through the cracks,” said the 
councilman. “I have been 
pressing the SCA and it is 
good news.”

The school also lacks an el-
evator, said Vacca, and an ex-
pansion would make it compli-
ant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 

Kathleen Bornkamp, the 
principal, said that oftentimes 
students who unable to climb 
a staircase are unable to come 
to school if they have class 
above the fi rst fl oor because 
the school doesn’t have an el-
evator.  

When students have to 
move between two sets of tem-
porary buildings outside of 
the school into the main build-
ing, educational time is lost, 

said the principal. 
 The oldest of the outdoor 

buildings are red trailers, 
which have been in place for 
about 15 years and are literally 
falling apart, said Bornkamp. 

“We are very short on 
space,” she said. “This build-
ing was built for 332 students 
and we have 746.”

Currently, the school lacks 
a gymnasium, auditorium and 
a cafeteria capable of prepar-
ing food, she confi rmed. 

Instead, P.S. 97 relies on a 
multipurpose room that ac-
commodates about 100 stu-
dents at a time aa a lunch-
room that re-heats food that is 
cooked elsewhere, she said. 

The entire proposal has not 
yet been fully developed, said 
Bornkamp, but the hope is 
that construction could begin 
as early as the fall of 2017. 

Building more classroom 
space has been a capital bud-
get priority for Community 

Board 11 as well, said Jeremy 
Warneke, district manager 

“In general, we don’t 
want portables at any of our 
schools,” he said. “They were 
supposed to be temporary, 
but they became a permanent 
thing.”

The portable classrooms 
don’t create an environment 
conducive to learning, said 
John Fratta, CB 11’s business 
coordinator and past district 
manager.

P.S. 97 on Mace Avenue should see a major expansion to its physical plant. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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������ Original 
Medicare*

Fidelis Medicare 
��	
��
������ 

(HMO-POS)
Fidelis Medicare 

$0 Premium (HMO)

Monthly Part B Premium** $121.80 $41.00 $0

���������	
 None $250 per year None

Part B Deductible $166 None None

PCP Copay 20% $0 $15

Specialist Copay 20% $25 $45

Outpatient Surgery in a Hospital 20% $350 $350

Outpatient Surgery in an 
Ambulatory Surgical Center 20% $350 $350

Lab Tests $0 or 20% 20% 20%

X-rays 20% $10 $10

Preventive Services $0 $0 $0

MRIs, CT Scans, PET Scans 20% 20% 20%

Inpatient Copay $1,288 $350 per day for days 
1-5, per admission

$350 per day for days 
1-5, per admission

Part D Prescription Drug Coverage No
Yes, with $0 copay 

for preferred generics 
$250 deductible

Yes, with $0 copay for 
preferred generics

Preventive Dental None Yes Yes
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Fidelis Care’s Medicare 
Advantage Plans for 2017 
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Bank 
Fee!

Destination
Fee!

Prep
Fee!

VETERANS
SIGN & DRIVE EV

EN
T

1st 
Payment!

Make the Switch and Discover the Difference! TM

NEW 2016 Honda

CR-V  AWD

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

th Excellentt CCredidit SScore (72020 SScore) 336 MoM ntthhhh LLLLeease Tottal DDue at Inception: (($$0 Down PaP ymentt $0$0BaB nk Fe

• Automatic • Rear View Camera  • Bluetooth 
• Front Side Airbags • Model #RM4H3GEW

NEW 2016 Honda

HR-V  AWD

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: ($0 Down Payment,  $0Bank Fee, 
$0 1st Mo. Payment).  Plus Taxes & DMV fees. 10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

th Exc lellle tnt CCrediditt SScore (7(72020 SSSScocococ rrerere)) 3366 MoMonttnthhhhhhhh LLLLLLLLeLeLeeasase TT tot lal DDueue aatt InInceceptptioionn: (($$0$0 DDown PaPaymentt $$0$0BBa knk FFee

Automatic • Backup Camera • USB Audio Interface 
• Remote Entry • Alloy Wheels • Model # RU6H3GEWINCLUDES PREP & 

DEST. FEES!

 YOU CHOOSE

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^

HondaOfNewRochelle.com  
* Based on American Honda 2007 - 2016 Volume New Car Sales For The Bronx and Westchester. DMV, taxes and title fees extra. Must present ad at signing. Must take immediate delivery from in stock units only. No two offers can 

be combined. No prior deals apply. Residuals: 2016 CR-V LX AWD: $15,627.00; 2016 HR-V LX AWD: $13,551.15; 2017 Accord LX 4DR: $13,674.30; 2016 FIT LX: $10,865.50; 2016 Civic LX 2.0 4DR: $12,165.00. $97.50 doc fee 
($75 DMV, $10 Inspection, $12.50 tire). Lessee responsible for repairs, maintenance excess wear and tear and excess miles of 10k per year at the rate of .15¢ each additional mile. Offers expire 11/10/16. #BT1104

FRIDAY 9- 9PM
SATURDAY 9-6PM

SUNDAY 12-5PM
MONDAY 9-9PM

 STORE HOURS:
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Ask Us About Our 

1YEAR

Included With Purchase or Lease of 
Any Advertised New Vehicle Today!

*$595 value. 3 oil & filter changes, 5k mile intervals, non-synthetic oil. 
Lube of key chassis parts, 19 pt fluid & visual inspection. Included with 
advertised vehicles only. Consumer is responsible to report and pay all 

applicable taxes. See dealer for details. No two offers can be combined.  
Must be in-stock vehicle. Excludes out of state customers.

^

^Only one $500 Military Appreciation Certificate per vehicle. Must be Active Duty U.S. Military and/or spouses. Active Duty U.S. Military Ready Reserve and/or spouses. U.S. Military Veterans who are within 
180 days of separation from active service, and/or their spouses. U.S. Military Retirees. Spouses of U.S. Military Retirees who are within 180 days of separation from active service. The certificate can be 

combined with all other Honda Financial Services programs, except Zero Due at Signing Lease program. Offer valid through March 31, 2017 unless terminated earlier. Offers expire 11/10/16. #BT1104

HondaOfNewRochelle.com  

25 EAST MAIN STREET
NEW CAR SHOWROOM

200 MAIN STREET
USED CAR SHOWROOM

EXIT 15 OFF I-95

888.409.3688 888.409.3687

il.
th
all 
ed.  

    

 9 YEARS

IN A RO W!

Honda Dealer*1# H dd D
Volume

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 
36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 

($0 Down Payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment.) 
plus Taxes & DMV fees.10K Miles/Yr, 

.15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

• Automatic • Rear View Camera 
• Bluetooth • 5-Inch Color Screen LCD 

• Model #FC2F5GEW

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^
($

PER MONTH / 36 MO†^

CIVIC LX 2.0 4DRNEW 2016 Honda

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 
36 Month Lease. Total Due at Inception: 

($0 Down Payment, $0 Bank Fee, $0 1st Mo. Payment.) 
plus Taxes & DMV fees.10K Miles/Yr, 

.15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

• Automatic • Rear View Camera • 
Daytime Running Lights

• Bluetooth • Model #GK5HGEW

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^
($

PER MONTH / 36 MO†^

FIT LXNEW 2016 Honda

NEW 2017 Honda

ACCORD 
 4DR

INCLUDES PREP & DEST. FEES!

With Excellent Credit Score (720 Score). 36 Month Lease. 
Total Due at Inception:  ($0 Down Payment, $0 Bank Fee, 

$0 1st Mo. Payment.) plus Taxes & DMV fees.
10K Miles/Yr, .15¢ Each Additional Mile. No Security Deposit.

CC S ( S ))

• Automatic • Rear View Camera  
• Bluetooth • Alloys 

• Model # CR2F3HEW

PER MONTH / 36  MO†^PER MONTH / 36 MO†^

A t ti R Vi C

2.0 4DRNEW 2016 Honda

• Automat
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NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
If you were to pick up a book en-

titled ‘Knockout’ you’d probably ex-
pect the protagonist to be a strug-
gling boxer who beat the odds and 
rose to stardom. 

You probably wouldn’t prepare 
for the protagonist to be Fidel Cas-
tro.

However, Julio Pabon’s story, 
Knockout, details a wild weekend 
which culminated in Castro’s 1995 
visit to Jimmy’s Bronx Cafe on Ford-
ham Road.

It all started on October 20, 1995 
after Pabon had heard that then-
mayor Rudy Giuliani had disin-
vited Castro and former Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat from a dinner 
for heads of state in New York City.

Pabon said he recalls at the time 
the disenfranchised Arabic commu-
nity in the city held a banquet for the 
disinvited Arafat.

For Pabon, Castro’s non-invite 
was more than a sign he was not wel-
come as a political leader.

It was also about Castro as a 
proud latino gentleman.

“There was no latinos who spoke 
up,” said Pabon. “There was no La-

Author details Fidel Castro’s 
1965 visit to the borough

tino elected official who spoke up.”
He also pointed out that Giuliani 

had invited leaders from Saudia Ara-
bia and China who also had reputa-
tions of human rights abuses.

Pabon, who at the time was the 
vice president of the National Puerto 
Rican Business Council, responded 
to Giuliani’s decision with a press 
release.

Although the weekend ended 
with a dinner for the Cuban dicta-
tor, Pabon stresses the press release 
“wasn’t an invitation” to the Com-
munist  leader but only a response to 
Giuliani.

“It was basically something that 
wasn’t supposed to happen” said Pa-

bon, a Puerto Rican native.
According to his recollection, 

the press release accused Giuliani 
of disrespecting Cubans and Latin-
Americans as a whole by disinviting 
Castro from a dinner to which the 
United Nations had invited the Cu-
ban president.

Pabon recalls the last paragraph 
reading, “If Mr. Castro wants, he 
doesn’t need to go to a dinner with 
the mayor, he can come to the bor-
ough which has the most Latinos in 
the city and eat with other Latinos.”

“I never would have dreamed that 
the press release would get to the 
hands of Mr. Castro,” said Pabon.

But it did.
Pretty soon Pabon found himself 

hosting a dinner for one of the most 
controversial world leaders.

Pabon, who moved to the Bronx 
in 1956, spent theat fall weekend try-
ing to coordinate the dinner, navi-
gate the concerns of Castro’s secu-
rity and respond to the more than 
300 people requesting a seat at the 
event.

On October 23, 1995, Pabon’s hard 
work paid off with a dinner at Jim-
my’s Bronx Cafe, with Castro as the 

honored guest.
Colleagues and friends were al-

ways asking him to recount the 
events surrounding Castro’s visit, 
so he finally decided to pen his story 
in 2013. The book went on sale Tues-
day, October 18.

He decided to call it ‘Knock-
out: Fidel Castro Visits The South 
Bronx’ because one of the gifts Cas-
tro received at the dinner was a pair 
of boxing gloves.

Pabon said he “loved” the picture 
of Castro holding up the gloves.

Knockout can be purchased by 
visiting knockoutthebook.com or 
the Amazon website.

There was no latinos 
who spoke up. There was 
no Latino elected offi cial 

who spoke up
Julio Pabon

Author Julio Pabon with his new book ‘Knock-
out: Fidel Castro Visits the South Bronx.’ 
 Photo Courtesy of Julio Pabon
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From left to right: Nathan Radcliffe, M.D., Estela Ogiste, M.D., Ph.D., Jerome Levy, M.D., F.A.C.S., 
Fiona Pathay, M.D., Damon Pettinelli, M.D., Jaclyn Bruno, O.D, Isayas Tekie, O.D. and Maayan Keshet, M.D. 

 
 

Our Board-Certified Ophthalmologists perform thousands of cataract 
and other ophthalmic surgical and laser procedures a year! 

 

1101 Pelham Parkway North 
Bronx, NY 10469 
718-519-1000 

nyeye.com 
 
 

On-site Medicare-certified, same-day surgery  center 

Ambulatory Surgery Center 
of Greater New York, LLC 

  
First in the 

Bronx to offer 
advanced Laser 

Cataract 
Surgery! 
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

$100 OFF
YOUR FIRST TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer 
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

OCTOBER EXTRAVAGANZA!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

INTRODUCING KYBELLA BY ALLERGAN

(LIMITED TIME OFFER. FIRST 10 PATIENTS)

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A restaurant with nearly a 30-year 

history, the last of its kind in the neigh-
borhood, closed its doors for good last 
weekend.

Spoto’s, an Italian restaurant which 
provided Throggs Neck residents with 
excellent cuisine and top-notch service 
since 1989, said goodbye on Sunday.

A location which generated years 
of memories, Spoto’s stood out as a 
go-to restaurant for couples, families, 
co-workers and local residents who 
wanted to enjoy northern Italian-style 
dishes in a warm, intimate environ-
ment. 

Popular dishes among customers 
included chicken parmigiana, fried 
calamari and ossobuco. They also pro-
vided their customers with a selection 
of daily specials, including chilian sea 
bass, salmon, tuna, cowboy steak and 
a variety of veal dishes.

Peter Spoto, the restaurant’s owner, 
said that he didn’t originally intend for 
his restaurant to stay in business to be 
around so long.

“Originally, the plan was to open 
the restaurant and then sell it within a 
year,” said Spoto, who graduated from 
Iona College with a degree in fi nance 
in 1987 before working at Wall Street 
fi rm for a year prior to opening the res-
taurant in May of 1989.

But three decades later, Spoto is 
closing his establishment - to spend 
more time with his family.

“I loved working in the restaurant 
business, but as time went on the res-
taurant became more and more time 
consuming, so I would miss birthdays, 
anniversaries and holidays with my 
family,” Spoto said. “Now, I look for-
ward to being with my family more, 
but I will still be there for the commu-
nity that I love, which has supported 
me for so many years.” 

Peter operated as the owner of Spo-
to’s while his father, Pietro, worked 
as a head chef and his mother, Grace, 
oversaw operations for the business. 
His brother, Anthony, worked as a 
waiter. Pietro had many years of ex-
perience as a chef prior to Spoto’s, 
working at various restaurant in the 
city, including midtown Manhattan’s 
Golden Baby, located near the Ameri-
cana Hotel, in the late 1960s.

“My father was one of the greatest 
cooks I’ve ever seen - I learned most of 
what I know about culinary arts from 
him,” Spoto said. “He had so much pas-
sion when he was in the kitchen.”

For Christmas Eve, Spoto’s would 
serve traditional fi sh dishes and would 
also host a celebration on New Year’s 
Eve, which included a champagne 
toast, a sit-down dinner and an open 

bar. The Italian eatery also hosted 
fundraising events and Christmas 
shows during the holiday season.

In 2011, the restaurant hosted the 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s an-
nual Veteran’s Day Recognition Lun-
cheon, as Spoto’s and all in attendance 
paid tribute to the men and women 
who had served their country in the 
line of duty.

Spoto’s was a regular participant 
in Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr.’s and the Bronx Tourism Council’s 
Restaurant Week Celebration, a bi-an-
nual event which featured over 40 of 
the borough’s best restaurants. They 
also participated in the fi rst annual 
Throggs Neck Restaurant Week back 
in January, along with 25 other restau-
rant based in the east Bronx.

Peter fondly recalled the time the 
cast of the HBO show The Sopranos 
dropped by the restaurant to dine. 
Whether celebrity or regular cus-
tomer, Spoto enjoyed his interaction 
with everyone who stepped foot in his 
establishment.

“I ended up meeting so many great 
people with amazing personalities 
here,” Spoto said. In my opinion, this 
was the best job in the world.”

Spoto, who is the landlord of the 
property at 4005 E. Tremont Avenue, 
said that he is going to take some time 
to be with his family before searching 
for a tenant for the corner spot.

Spoto’s restaurant 
closes its doors after 

almost 30 years

Peter Spoto (r) with his father, Pietro, his 
mother, Grace and his brother, Anthony last 
weekend, just before closing the eponymous 
restaurant. Photo courtesy of Peter Spoto
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The New York City Charter High School For

Architecture, Engineering & Construction Industries 

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE
Parents and Guardians are cordially invited to attend this annual open house 

event for the upcoming 2016-2017 school year. We invite families to our school 
to preview our school environment and tour the building to see the program 

currently available for incoming freshman students.

4:30 am-6:30 pm

4:30 am-6:30 pm

10:00 am-1:00 pm

10:00 am-1:00 pm

The Mission of AECI is to create an integrated rigorous academic program and career preparatory 
learning environment that provides students with a foundation of the necessary skills, knowledge, 
and practical experience to pursue a path leading to college and/or a career in the Architecture, 

Engineering or Construction Industries.
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BUTCHER HERE 7 DAYS A WEEK
www.giordanosbigg.com NEW FREE SERVICE AT BIG G

NO TIME TO SHOP? LET US DO IT FOR YOU

ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT
YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

 COME IN AND 
HAVE A FREE CUP 

OF COFFEE

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

SAVE SAVE SAVE

$7999
ALL THIS FOR

4 lb Round Roast Beef
2 lb London Broil
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
6 lb Chicken (2)
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets

PARTY PACK

$9999
ALL THIS FOR

WOW
1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Italian Sausage
6 lbs Chicken
3 pcs. Club Steak
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

$6595
ALL THIS FOR

FAMILY PACK
1 lb Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs Chicken Legs
2 lbs Italian Sausage

SAVE SAVE SAVE

1 Top Round London Broil (1”)
1 lb Veal Cutlets
1 1/2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
6 Pcs. CC Pork Chops 
1 1/2 lbs Sirloin Chop Meat

$5595
ALL THIS FOR

THE BEST OF EVERYTHING

$10999
ALL THIS FOR

5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

5 PEOPLE CAN EAT 
FOR 5 DAYS

$11499
ALL THIS FOR

1 lb Veal Cutlets
3 lbs CC Pork Chops
1 London Broil (1” thick)
4 lbs Spare Ribs
5 lbs Chuck Chop
6 lbs Chicken
3 lbs Italian Sausage
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

MEET THE SAVINGS

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Sh. Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs CC Pork Chops

$14995

SAVE
CADILLAC PLAN

ALL THIS FOR

ORGANIC WHOLE WHEAT SPAGETTI

CHICKENS - 3 FOR
BABY BACK RIBS

PORK TENDERLOINS

MEAT DEPARTMENT

PECORINO ROMANO
HOTEL BAR AMERICAN

ROAST BEEF
DELI SPECIALS

JUMBO SHRIMP (16-20)

SWAI FILLET
TILAPIA FILLET

RED SNAPPER FILLET
JUMBO CRAB CLUSTERS

BABY LOBSTER TAIL
SEAFOOD SPECIALS

$199 each

$9 99 lb.

$3 99 lb.

$3 99 lb.

$12 99 lb.

$12 99 lb.

COOKED BABY BACK RIBS

FEDELI ITALIAN TOMATO SAUCE
ONE POUND BACON

SIX PEPPER SEASONING

ITALIAN CHICKEN SAUSAGE

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

HORMEL HAM

$8 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

$8 99 lb.

$6 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

TURKEY
HAM

SHELL STEAKS
RIB STEAKS

EYE ROUNDS $5 99 lb.

$6 99 lb.

$9 99 lb.

$15 00

$4 99 lb.

$4 99 lb.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A lifelong actress from the Bronx 

is not letting any obstacles - including 
uneven pavement - get in the way of 
achieving her goals.

The Bronx Babe overcomes 
career-threatening injury

The Bronx-born actress, Janet Ma-
rie Lee, also known as ‘Sonny’ Marie 
Lee and widely recognized as ‘The 
Bronx Babe’, is making her climb back 
to the stage after suffering a career-
threatening injury.

Sonny’s new year got off to a rocky 
start, when she tripped on a broken 
sidewalk and split her knee open on 
Monday, January 4. She had suffered 
a compound fracture to the patella (or 
the kneecap).

The gash required 37 staples and 
surgery to repair the knee. 

The incident forced her to postpone 
the second set of performances of her 
one-woman show, The Bronx Babe, 
which refl ect’s on her experiences in 
her junior high school years.

Instead of performing on stage in 
March and April as she had originally 
planned, Sonny was rehabilitating 
from her knee injury and was required 
to go to physical therapy for four and a 
half months.

Now, almost completely recovered, 
Sonny is eager to get back to the level 
she was at before the injury, and is 
looking forward to future opportuni-
ties to continue pursuing her acting 

career. 
One of those opportunities will 

take place in the spring of 2017, when 
she will fi nally be able to perform the 
second set of The Bronx Babe shows at 
the Manhattan Movement & Art Cen-
ter at 248 W. 60th Street in Manhattan, 
a theater that seats nearly 200 people.

“This was an unfortunate incident 
- but everything happens for a reason,” 
said Sonny, who also has experience in 
the cosmetics/skincare beauty indus-
try as a makeup artist. “In retrospect, 
the injury gave me more time to plan 
the show and perfect the scenes.”

After this second set of perfor-
mances, she will begin writing her se-
quel show to The Bronx Babe, which 
will highlight her high school years.

The daughter of a detective and an 
accountant, Sonny began acting and 
modeling in her early 20s, appearing 
in everything from fi lms, commer-
cials, soap operas, live shows and mag-
azines after being recognized at local 
theater gigs and performances when 
she was a teenager. Last year, she re-
leased a children’s book, titled ‘The 
Magical Sewing Machine.’

“I always knew I wanted to be an 

actress, a writer and a performer - I 
always had a passion for being cre-
ative,” said Sonny, who also acted and 
modeled overseas while living in Ger-
many, Italy, Switzerland, China and 
France in the 1980s. “However, I will 
always love the Bronx for the people, 
the culture and the history - which is 
why I always end up coming right back 
here.”

“Now, I am fully committed to my-
self that this will be the comeback of 
the Bronx Babe,” she added. 

‘Sonny’ who turns 58 this month, 
recently launched a Kickstarter page 
to raise money for her upcoming show. 
To donate visit: https://www.kick-
starter.com/projects/1167382531/the-
bronx-babe-a-girls-adventure-grow-
ing-up-in-the.

‘The Bronx Babe’ is anticipating her next 
performance in the spring of 2017. 
 Photo courtesy of Janet Marie Lee

Janet Lee did most of her modeling over-
seas in the 1980s. 
 Photo courtesy of Janet Marie Lee
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

SALE

NEW CHAPTER SOLGAR NATURES WAY

25%
OFF

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods, Herbs, Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 11/30/16

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
If you are a Bronx residents who 

swears there was a mailbox on your 
street corner until just last month, you 
can rest easy – you aren’t losing your 
mind. 

The United States Postal Service is 
indeed removing the iconic blue mail-
boxes from Bronx neighborhoods, start-
ing with Co-op City and other nearby 
neighborhoods. 

The ubiquitous boxes are being mod-
ifi ed for safety and security purposes 
to only allow small fl at mail through 
a slot, replacing the small hinged door 
at the top of box through which mail is 
currently placed in the box.   

U.S. Postal Inspection Service Offi ce 
spokesperson Donna Harris confi rmed 
the boxes had been removed from 10475, 
the Co-op City zip code, but said resi-
dents had nothing to worry about since 
the boxes would be replaced within a 
month of their removal.

 The postal service is being tight-
lipped about when boxes in any given 
neighborhood will be replaced while the 
process is ongoing, Harris explained.

“For the safety and security of U.S. 
mail carriers, we are not identifying 
the boxes,” she said.

Harris said that while the mail-
boxes are gone, residents can give 

Mailboxes being removed 
for anti-theft upgrades

their mail to letter carriers to deliver, 
or drop them off at the nearest USPS 
station. 

In addition, any mail weighing more 
than 13 ounces must now be brought to 
a USPS post offi ce to be mailed to allow 
postal workers to ask the mailer secu-
rity questions such as whether or not 
the package contains fl ammable mate-
rials.

While postal offi cials insist the proj-
ect is only affecting Co-op City for the 
time being, Bronx resident Alex Pata-
nella said he has seen mailboxes disap-
pear in other parts of the Bronx, most 
notably the University Heights area and 
Fordham Road.  

He said the postal service offi -
cials were incorrect when they down-
played the inconvenience the move has 
caused.

“Tell that to the senior citizens who 
can’t get to the post offi ce,” he said.

One high-ranking Bronx postal 
service employee who asked not to be 
named said the efforts are aimed at 
eliminating mail theft - a growing prob-
lem in the age of widespread identity 
theft.     

The mailboxes are being replaced, 
the employee explained, because they 
have been targets of a tactic known as 
‘fi shing,’ in which a person drops an 

object covered in a sticky substance at-
tached to a string into a mailbox and 
then reels it in and grabs whatever mail 
sticks to it.

Thieves have been known to target 
checks and money orders, and have 
been known to erase names off of these 
checks  to cash them, the employee 
added.

All mailboxes throughout the entire 
Bronx, as well as the other boroughs, 
will eventually be replaced, the postal 
employee said. 

He stressed that process may take 
a while, since there are currently just 
four mailboxes being converted at a 
time by just two employees at a south-
ern Bronx post offi ce.

USPS mailboxes across the Bronx are being removed and retrofi tted with new mail slots like 
the one pictured above to prevent mail theft. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano
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NOVEMBER

15TH

RALLY FOR A NEW CONTRACT

2 Broadway @5pm

WWW.WHOMOVES.NYC
#WHOMOVESNYC 

#RALLYNOV15

We are NYC’s transit workers. We safely move 
nearly 8 million bus and subway riders a day: 
365 days a year, 24 hours a day. And with 
growing ridership, we will transport 150 
million more riders in 2016 than just a 
few years ago - with the same number of 
workers. 
  
These are uniquely dangerous and stressful
jobs. We are physically assaulted hundreds 
of times each year. Spitting incidents are 
at all time highs. Thousands of our 
brother and sister transit workers, 
meanwhile, are injured annually by 
on-the-job industrial accidents. 
Twelve were killed on duty since 2001. 

Our contract with the MTA is expiring. We 
will kick off our campaign for fair raises, solid 
bene�ts and no givebacks with a rally on �ov. 
15th in Lower Manhattan. We are NYC’s transit 
workers and We Move NY. 

Transport Workers Union of America AFL-CIO
Harry Lombardo, President
501 3rd St. NW - 9th Floor
Washington, DC 20001
www.twu.org

Transport Workers Union Local 100
John Samuelsen, President 
195 Montague St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201
www.twulocal100.org
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E
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R

E
A
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R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start HcG  
Weight Loss Program

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 

OUR CLEAN START 
PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
GET READY FOR THE HOLIDAYS

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An annual parade commemorat-

ing the country’s war veterans is set to 
take place this weekend.

On Saturday, November 5, the 
Bronx Veterans Parade Task Team 
will host its third annual Bronx Veter-
ans Day Parade to salute war veterans 
who have served in the line of duty, 
along with those who continue to serve 
to protect our country.

The parade, which begins at 11 a.m. 
on East 178th Street and Southern 
Boulevard, will recognize and salute 
veterans from all wars in which this 
country participated in, including 
World War I, World War II, the Korean 
War, the Vietnam War, the Persian 
Gulf War, the Iraq War and the War In 
Afghanistan.

The parade route will begin at East 
178th Street and Southern Boulevard 
(on the southern side of the boulevard). 
The route will continue north to East 
180th Street before temporarily con-
cluding on Esat 180th Street and Vyse 
Avenue at Vidalia Park, where a Veter-
ans Day service will be led by Assem-
blyman Michael Blake.

Following the service, the parade 
route will continue on East 180th Street 
to Old West Farms Soldiers Cemetery 
for a memorial ceremony and a 21-gun 
salute. In total, the parade route will 
equate to about 1.5 miles.

“This parade is held annually to 
spread awareness in the borough 
about all veterans in need - no exclu-
sions,” said TBVPTT president James 
Wilson, a Vietnam veteran who said 
that he expects 200 to 300 participants 
at this year’s parade. “We (TBVPTT) 
started this parade to showcase all 
these veterans have done for our coun-
try and make people mindful that 
some of these veterans are not receiv-
ing necessary needs and services.”

The parade will include the P.S. 129 
School Band and two Buffalo Soldiers 
on motorcycles, along with service 
members, veterans, local elected offi -
cials and community leaders.

The grand marshal for this year’s 
parade will be Cheryl Adams, the fi rst 
female grand marshal in the parade’s 
history, after being voted in by mem-
bers of the task team. Senator Ruben 
Diaz, a Vietnam War Army veteran 
who was appointed as the grand mar-
shal for the previous two parades, will 
also be in attendance.

“We organize this parade each 
year to recognize the sacrifi ces these 
war heroes have made and continue to 
make for our country to keep us safe, 
as well as to highlight and include res-
idents from this area of the Bronx,” 
said TBVPTT vice president Robert 

Veterans Day Parade 
in Crotona Park 

Saturday, November 3

Walker, a Vietnam, Army and Navy 
veteran. “This organization is highly 
motivated to make sure these veterans 
receive recognition, especially during 
this time of the year.”

TBVPTT, which organizes the an-
nual parade, is a non-profi t organi-
zation that was founded in 2014 by a 
group of veterans from the Bronx who 
wanted to provide the borough with a 
west Bronx-based parade to commemo-
rate former and current war veterans. 
The group started the parade tradition 
in 2014, after the previous Bronx Vet-
erans Parade Committee, who was re-
sponsible for organizing the previous 
parades, dissolved in the early 2010s.

Veterans Day, which falls on a Fri-
day this year, is annually observed on 
November 11 and was previously cel-
ebrated as Armistice Day until 1954, 
when the holiday was renamed.

This parade is not to be confused 
with the Throggs Neck Veterans Day 
Parade. 

Wilson (r) and TBVPTT volunteer James Wil-
son at last year’s parade. 
 Photo courtesy of TBVPTT
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Home Of The

5 Time Grand National Champions!!!

Subscribe 
To Our                Channel: 

Dream Makers Performing Arts. 

The only studio in the Bronx to have multiple students performing on Broadway, signed with the top agencies in NYC, 
and performing in Broadway National Touring Companies.

PERFORMING ARTS

BRINGING BROADWAY TO THE BRONX

Her students can be seen on Broadway in Kinky Boots, The 
Illusionists , Norwegian cruise lines, commercials , and more.

4:30 - 8:30pm

ONGOING

We are so thankful for all the positive and wonderful students we 
have here at the studio. In return, we would love to give back to all the 
children of the community. Please call the studio at 347-691-3177 to 
reserve your spot.
  We will be giving a 25% discount for any classes you register for during 
the week of November 7th through November 12th. Again, thank you 
for your loyalty to Dream Makers Performing Arts. We are so excited to 
welcome new students into our dance family.  See you there!

th-12th
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Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Certain 
restrictions may apply. Call for details.

1-800-STEEMER®  |   stanleysteemer.com
FOR A CLEANER  HEALTHIER HOME™

Cleaning Completed By 11/30/16
Promo Code: 15NP

15% OFF
ANY CLEANING SERVICE

CARPET  •  TILE & GROUT  •  HARDWOOD  •  UPHOLSTERY •  AREA RUG

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
This year’s Bronx Veter-

ans Day Parade in Throggs 
Neck is coming up on Sunday, 
November 13. 

The 32nd Annual Bronx 
Veterans Day Parade in 
Throggs Neck starts at noon 
at Michael Menna Corner: 
Lafayette and East Tremont 
avenues. 

It turns left onto Randall 
Avenue and then marches to 
Bicentennial Veterans Memo-
rial Park where the ceremony 
will be held. 

The parade committee 
chairman, Michael Rahilly, 
urged people to line up along 
the parade route with Amer-
ican fl ags to show their ap-
preciation for the sacrifi ces 
America’s men and woman in 
uniform make for our coun-
try. 

“Through their service 
and sacrifi ce, our freedoms 
and rights are protected and 
America continues to be a 
shining example of democ-
racy,” stated Rahilly. “The pa-
rade offers our citizens an op-
portunity to thank them and 
honor them; you participation 
or support on the sidelines 

Veterans Parade in Throggs Neck, November 13
means more to our veterans 
than you will ever know.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Ronald 
Watson, a retired U.S. Marine 
and a Throggs Neck resident 
will be honored during the pa-
rade as its grand marshal. 

Watson was selected after 
nominations were made to the 
parade volunteers, stated Ra-
hilly. 

During his 22 years in the 
service, Watson had deploy-
ments during Operation Des-
ert Storm, and he worked at 
the headquarters of the North 
Athletic Treaty Organization. 

He is active in the Throggs 
Neck community as the presi-
dent of the Manhem Club and 
with the American Legion. 

Watson said he would like 
to increase community par-
ticipation in the Bronx Veter-
ans Day Parade and promote 
awareness of military and vet-
erans’ affairs. 

Another veteran who lives 
in Throggs Neck, Nicholas 
Calabrese, a 99-year-old U.S. 
Army veteran who served in 
World War II as a sergeant will 
be receiving the parade’s Life-
time Service Award, said Judy 
Lanci, a parade volunteer. 

In addition, receiving post-
humous honors as honorary 
grand marshals will be six de-
ceased veterans: Marshall Si-
ciliano; U.S. Army; William 
Hyland, U.S. Army; Frank Mo-
rales, U.S. Army; Irma Gal-
lagher, U.S. Army; Joe Lemm, 
U.S. Air Force and Joseph 
Byrne, U.S. Marines.  

“We continue to honor our 
veterans and their service and 
sacrifi ce,” stated Rahilly, add-
ing that the parade continues 

to have new groups join it ev-
ery year and that this year is 
no different. 

The parade is a true com-
munity effort, he said, with 
both veterans and non-veter-
ans volunteering on the plan-
ning committee, and commu-
nity groups assisting them 
every step of the way. 

Senator Jeff Klein, will 
host a breakfast for the veter-
ans marching in the parade 
and honored veterans before 

the procession steps off. 
At the event, Klein will 

present awards to several  vet-
erans who have serviced their 
community. 

“Our ninth annual veter-
ans breakfast will honor the 
great sacrifi ces our service-
men and women have made 
for our nation,” said Klein, 
adding that the people of the 
country owe a tremendous 
debt of gratitude to people who 
served in our military.

The Bronx Veterans Day Parade in Throggs Neck is a picture of patriotism.
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MKT 16.188a

Sign
me up!

THE LOWEST 
COST Health 
PLAN in town.

HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 
PER MONTH AND EXCITING 

NEW MEMBER EXTRAS!
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TOO TIRED TO COOK?
YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com
We Deliver to The 

Beach Clubs!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For 

Large Dinner Parties 
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

WATCH ALL FOOTBALL GAMES WITH THE SUNDAY TICKET
20¢ WINGS FOR ALL FOOTBALL GAMES (EAT-IN ONLY, AT THE BAR ONLY)

LET US BE YOUR GAMEDAY HEADQUARTERS...WINGS, MOZZARELLA STICKS, PIZZA AND MORE...

MON, TUE, WED. EVENING, AS AVAILABLE, OFFER EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS.

KEEP US IN MIND FOR YOU NFL PARTY 
IN OUR HOUSE OR YOURS!

BUY 2 LARGE PIES & GET AN ORDER OF WINGS FREE
EAT-IN OR TO GO

PIZZA
SPECIAL

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL RONALD WATSON
THE 2016 BRONX VETERANS PARADE GRAND MARHALL...AND TO ALL OUR VETERANS THAT SACRIFICED 
THEIR FREEDOMS TO SECURE OURS!

Sunday & Thursday 
At The Bar - 

Starting At 6pm

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS

20¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS RIB EYE STEAK!

MUSSELS!
STEAKS! 
CHOPS! 
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK

MON – WED
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November 15, 2016 
Early Childhood Open House 

9:00—11:00 A.M. 
Pre-K 3 

Pre-K 4 “Pre-K For All” (UPK) 
Kindergarten 

�� Highly Rated UPK Pro-
gram 

 
�� Free Breakfast Program 
 
�� Scholarships & Financial 

Aid Available 
 
�� Academic Clubs 
 
�� Music & Drama Clubs 
 
�� SETSS & Title I Services 
 

�� Before & After School 
Programs 

 
�� Spanish, Art, Music, 

Physical Education and 
Technology classes  

 
�� Summer Program:  
 6 Weeks, Sports,  
 Academics, 
 Technology & Field 
 Trips 
 
 

Special School Events: 
Pumpkin Patch 
Mardi Gras 
Holiday Sales 
Crazy Hat Day 
Sports Field Days  
100th Day of School 
 
Family Events include:  
Welcome Back BBQ 
Family Fall Dinner 
Breakfast With Santa 
Christmas Show 
Annual Card Party 

1617 Parkview Avenue, Bronx, New York 10461 ~ Tel: 718-829-1706   Fax: 718-931-2693 
www.olassumptionbronx.org 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A preview to the borough’s 

restaurant week, Savor the 
Bronx 2016, showcased some 
of the fi nest eateries in the 
county. 

Epicureans should be de-
lighted to learn that the sixth 
annual Savor the Bronx Res-
taurant Week, which spans 12 
days from Monday, November 
7 to Friday, November 18, will 
include 42 restaurants this 
year.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. was center stage 
at a preview on Tuesday, No-
vember 1 at the Marriot Resi-
dence Inn in a ceremony that 
featured eateries and brands 
including Mott Haven Bar & 
Grill, Bronx Brewery, Chel-
sea Craft Brewing, Bronx Hot 
Sauce, Havana Café, Lloyd’s 
Carrot Cake and Xochimilco 
Family Restaurant. 

The borough president pre-
sented citations to the food 
businesspeople that joined the 
Bronx Tourism Council and 
numerous local leaders in pre-
viewing the week on Tuesday, 
November 1. 

“Epicureans from around 
the world are invited to expe-

Savor the Bronx: November 7 to 18 
rience the amazing tastes we 
have to offer in our borough,” 
said Diaz. “The Bronx has al-
ways been home to a tremen-
dous food culture, and ‘Sa-
vor the Bronx’ is a great way 
to sample the many different 
styles of food our world-class 
restaurant community has to 
offer.”   

Olga Luz Tirado, Bronx 
Tourism Council executive di-
rector, stated that businesses 
like restaurants, breweries 
and food producers play a ma-
jor role in encouraging tour-
ism growth. 

BronxNet television is pro-
ducing a series of short-form 
Savor the Bronx vignettes and 
a 30-minute special that will 
air shortly, said Michael Max 
Knobbe, BronxNet executive 
director. 

“You are going to take a 
look behind the scenes into 
what makes these restau-
rants great, and the culinary 
vibrancy of the Bronx,” said 
Knobbe of the programing. 

A number of businesspeo-
ple participating in the pre-
view said that Savor the Bronx 
brings more awareness to the 
borough’s culinary offerings. 

Rosa Garcia, owner of 
Mott Haven Bar & Grill since 
2013, and a former manager at 
Bruckner Bar and Grill at the 
same 1 Bruckner Boulevard 
location from 2007 onward, 
called the borough’s restau-
rant week a great idea. 

“It is a great idea for a lot 
of people who may not know 
local restaurants in the area 
and the kind of food we have to 
offer,” she said, adding there 
will be a pre-fi xe menu for Sa-
vor the Bronx. 

Bronx Brewery’s Andrew 
Steigbigel, the company’s mar-
keting coordinator, said that 
he believes Savor the Bronx 
helps highlight what is going 
on with food in the borough. 

Many in the city may be fa-
miliar with certain culinary 
locales here, but Savor the 
Bronx is a good way to high-
light many of the new food 
related businesses that have 
been opening in recent years, 
said Steigbigel. 

Bronx Brewery, based in 
Port Morris at 856 E. 136th 
Street, will be offering a dollar 
off on pints and takeaways at 
its tap room, said Steigbigel. 

Daniel Fitzgerald of Bronx 

Hot Sauce said that Savor the 
Bronx helps promote parts of 
the borough that may be less 
known culinary. 

For a complete listing of 
participating restaurants and 
brands, visit savorthebronx.
com or ilovethebronx.com. 

The borough president presented proclamations to restaurants and 
brands participating in the preview of Savor the Bronx. (L-r) Olga Luz 
Tirado, executive director of the Bronx Tourism Council; Marlyn Sanchez, 
Havana Cafe, and Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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HCB Offering Traditional 1-4 Family, Condo & Co-Op Loans

 • Loans to $2 Million
 • Competitive Rates
 • Underwriting In-House
 • Dedicated Support Staff
 • Superior Service Levels

Investment Property Purchase Loans Available

 • Loans to $1.5 Million        
 • A Variety of Adjustable Rates
 • Reasonable Closing Cost

 • Fast Closings

1
5
9
4
7
5
 C

 For additional product & rates, contact Robert Marrali, Chief Lending Officer, NMLS ID#1026306 at 516-874-2056,
Rohit Suri, Loan Officer, NMLS ID # 68424 at 516-394-2257

or stop into our branch located at 2131 Jericho Turnpike, Garden City Park, NY 11040.

Home Loans Made Simple

Call Today!
516-874-2056

NMLS ID# 764648

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Students got to learn more about the 

natural world and take home a pump-
kin and a delicious recipe at a recent 
P.S. 83 event. 

Second grade students who are part 
the school’s garden club got a lesson 
from the Horticultural Society of New 
York on pumpkins: how they grow and 
how they can be made into nutritious 
food. 

The pumpkin programming took 
place on Thursday, October 27. 

Councilman James Vacca funded 
the programming that encompassed 
the lesson, which took place inside the 
school and outdoors at its ‘pumpkin 
patch’ and garden. 

The funding came through the city 
council’s A Greener NYC initiative and 
will eventually include the creation of 
new educational programming and a 
new outdoor classroom space. 

“I had an environmental grant that 
I got from the NYC Council to help keep 
New York City green and we want to 
stress to the students how important 
the environment is,” said Vacca, add-
ing that students learned all about the 
pumpkins because of the season, and 
that he had taken part in the educa-
tional process by reading to the stu-
dents. 

As part of Vacca’s $39,254 grant to 
P.S. 83, which the councilman called the 

P.S. 83 learns about pumpkins, nature with Vacca

‘pilot school’ in his district in terms of 
receiving A Greener NYC funding, an 
outdoor classroom will be designed and 
built with tree stump seating and plant-
ing of perennials by the Horticultural 
Society of New York. 

All year long, students in the second 
grade garden club take care of a garden 

that grows plants and vegetables, and 
learn about healthy eating habits, said 
Brandon Muccino, P.S. 83 principal. 

“To have pumpkins here naturally 
fi ts in with the garden theme,” said the 
principal. “All our students get to pick 
their own pumpkins.” 

The green initiative for the second 

graders is part of a larger health and 
wellness educational program for the 
whole school community, he said. 

Pamela Ito of the Horticultural So-
ciety of New York said that the day of 
learning at P.S. 83 encompassed not just 
pumpkins but much of what is visible 
in nature during the fall, including the 
seasonal climate changes and falling 
leaves.

“Students love pumpkins; there is a 
lot of education that can go around the 
season,” said Ito. 

The children learned that pumpkins 
are a fruit, a great source of vitamin A, 
and that there are seeds inside. 

She wanted students to realize that 
pumpkins can be used to make many 
kinds of food and not just pumpkin pie, 
as some may believe. 

“I would like the children to take 
away that they should eat the pump-
kins,” she said, “In this case, we brought 
edible sugar pumpkins and we gave the 
children a recipe to make pumpkins 
with white beans as a savory food.” 

The Horticultural Society of New 
York has installed about 50 school gar-
dens, said Ito, adding that she encour-
ages students and educators to use the 
outdoors as a classroom space. 

“It is important because the students 
might be a little disconnected from the 
natural world living here in New York 
City,” she said. 

Brandon Muccino, M.S./P.S. 83 principal (l) and Councilman James Vacca (2nd from l) stand 
with a second grade class that is part of a school garden club, as well as teachers and Pa-
mela Ito of the Horticultural Society of New York (c) on Thursday, October 27. Each student 
took home a pumpkin along with a recipe on how to make a nutritious meal with it.  
                          Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s offi ce
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

2330 Eastchester Road
(718) 732-4000   Fax: (718) 881-0092

www.EastchesterCenter.com
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Connect to Your Future  
at

Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451
Free parking is available for this event

•  Network with professors to explore the various courses 
and majors options available to students

•  Discover financing options through scholarships & 
financial aid

•  Take a student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus, 
including the Milton G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, art 
studio, library and the state-of-the-art laboratories

•    Connect to current students

Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The McDonald’s at 1982 Westchester 

Avenue is stepping into the future with 
new self-serve kiosks.

The kiosks, which will begin debut-
ing throughout the country this year, 
provide a different sort of experience to 
fast food patrons.

Customers have access to all of Mc-
Donald’s menu items at the tip of their 
fi ngers.

The kiosks feature a three-foot 
screen with a credit card scanner, a re-
ceipt printer and buzzers which let you 
know when your food is ready.

Consumers begin the experience by 
choosing to eat in or out. They can then 
order traditional McDonald’s menu 
items or customize their own sandwich 
and meal.

Next, customers can choose to pay 
with their credit card or pay with cash 
at the register. 

Then the customer takes a buzzer 
and waits to be alerted.

Finally, the customer either takes 
the food to go, or - in typical restaurant 
fashion - they are served by a McDon-
ald’s associate who is there to assist 
them if they need additional help.

Tony Rodriguez, a McDonald’s fran-

Self-serve kiosks come to 
Westchester Ave. McDonald’s

chisee who owns the Westchester Ave-
nue location, did not see any risk in be-
ing one of the fi rst restaurants in the 
Bronx to feature the Kiosks.

“McDonald’s does their homework 
and their research before they start 
anything,” said Rodriguez, who owns 17 
McDonald’s restaurants.

He also pointed out that the kiosks 
are already up and running in Europe.

In addition, according to a spokes-
person for McDonald’s, the fast food gi-
ant has been testing out the new tech-
nology in the New York Metro area for 
approximately one year.

“This is the way of the future,” added 
Rodriguez, “so why not expose it to our 
customers in the Bronx.”

The owner said before presenting 
the kiosks to customers his staff tried 
them out. 

Also, the restaurant held a family 
night at the store where family mem-
bers of the staff also tested them.

While patrons order, there is an as-
sociate who is there to help the cus-
tomer through the kiosk experience.

Rodriguez acknowledged some cus-
tomers struggle to use the kiosks be-
cause they are not tech savvy.

However, he added that “the custom-

ers like [the kiosks].”
“We’re getting very positive feed-

back especially from the table service 
part of it,” said Rodriguez. “They love 
it.”

According to Mwaffak Kanjee, vice 
president at McDonald’s New York 
Metro Region, McDonald’s has already 
rolled out kiosks at 70 locations this 
year throughout the New York Metro 
region - which includes Long Island, 
parts of New Jersey and Connecticut, 
Westchester and some counties in up-
state New York.

He said they plan to add kiosks in 30 
more locations by year’s end and 100 to 
150 in 2017.

Kanjee said the kiosks are not about 
the technology or the accompanying 
table service, but more about the cus-
tomer.

“This is really about how we can 
engage the customer on a whole new 
level,” he said. “That’s what we’re try-
ing to do.”

The new McDonald’s kiosks, which will begin 
debuting throughout the country this year, 
provide a different sort of experience to fast 
food patrons. Photo Courtesy of McDonald’s
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Fall Registration Dates And Registration Fees
Aug. 8th-11th 3pm-8pm         Aug 15th-19th 9am-8pm $15.00

Aug 22nd-26th 9am-8pm $15.00
Aug 29th-31st 3pm-8pm $20.00

September 6th-9th 3pm-8pm $20.00

* CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 12TH $25.00    *Multiple Class Discounts    *Sibling Discounts Available 
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BRONX SITE
4037 E. Tremont Ave.

Bronx, N.Y. 10465
718.822.2025

SCARSDALE SITE

AWARD Winning Choreographers on staff including the Director who was awarded
BUSINESS WOMAN of the YEAR 

Monthly workshops with Fox 5 TV Show So You Think You Can Dance Finalist

T
R

A
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H PROFESSIONAL AND QUALIFIED WORKING INSTRU
C
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O

R
S

The only BRONX and WESTCHESTER  studio to have students on the BROOKLYN  NETS KIDS

Fall Into Classes
During Our Open House Weeks

FREE Fun Filled Classes 
From 11/7-11/21
Call For Details

4 Graverock Rd,
Scarsdale, NY 10583

914-713-3282
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Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz 
has kicked off his annual canned food 
and turkey drive with students from lo-
cal schools and participating residential 
buildings. 

The assemblyman’s offi ce will be ac-
cepting donations until December 16th 
with a pick-up for Thanksgiving sched-
uled for November 14th. Food will be 
donated to various non-profi t organiza-
tions in the Northwest Bronx for families 
in need during the Thanksgiving, Cha-
nukah, and Christmas holiday seasons.  
The following canned and non-perish-
able food items are accepted: canned 
fruits and vegetables, cereals, dried 
beans, pasta, rice, tuna, coffee, teas, 
canned juices, powdered milk, jell-o, 
and soups.  No glass jars are accept-
able except for baby food.

Some schools are also collecting 
one-dollar donations for the purchase 
of turkeys for needy families on Thanks-
giving.

Residents are encouraged to set up 
their own collection bins in their build-
ings as well, and a time for pick-up can 
be coordinated by contacting Assem-
blyman Dinowitz’s offi ce.

Residents may donate their canned 
goods to Assemblyman Dinowitz’s of-
fi ce located at 3107 Kingsbridge Ave-
nue; one block west of Broadway, just 
off of West 231st Street.  

For more information, call (718) 796-
5345.

* * *
The New York City Department of 

Sanitation is once again making spe-
cial autumn leaf collections. The leaves 
will then be turned into compost and 
added to soil to nourish NYC’s street 
trees and parks.

Residents living in brown bin NYC 
Organics curbside collection areas al-
ready receive leaf collection service as 
part of their ongoing organics program. 
Those residents should place their 
leaves in their brown bins or in paper 
leaf bags at the curb for pick-up on their 
regularly scheduled organics collection 
day. Plastic bags must NOT be used. 
Visit nyc.gov/organics for maps of NYC 
Organics curbside collection neighbor-
hoods and collection frequencies.

Most residents not living in desig-
nated NYC Organics areas will receive 
special service as follows:

 Bronx, Brooklyn, and Staten Island: 
Special collections on Sunday, Novem-
ber 13 and 27.

 Maps of community boards receiv-
ing special leaf collections may be 
viewed online. Residents should set 
out their leaves in a paper lawn and leaf 
bag or an open, unlined container after 
4 p.m. the evening before their special 
collection day. Residents must NOT put 
leaves in plastic bags.

Paper lawn and leaf bags will be 
available free, while supplies last, at 
participating food scrap drop-off sites 
and community events in October and 
November. Many grocery and hardware 
stores also sell paper lawn and leaf 
bags. For a full list of locations, visit nyc.
gov/yardwaste.

 For more information on leaf collec-

tion, visit nyc.gov/yardwaste.
* * *

The Hostos Center for the Arts and 
Culture in partnership with the Bronx 
Council on the Arts presents a panel 
discussion “The Role of Identity in Latin 
American Art” on Thursday, November 
10 at 6:30 p.m. at the Longwood Gallery 
@ Hostos on the campus of Hostos Com-
munity College, 450 Grand Concourse, 
Bronx, NY. The panel is in conjunction 
with the Borough-wide 5th Bronx Latin 
American Art Biennial, which is currently 
exhibited at Longwood until December 7. 
Admission is free.

Panelists include: Scherezade 
García, interdisciplinary artist and fac-
ulty member at the Parsons School 
of Design; Alexis Mendoza, an art-
ist and author, and the chief curator of 
the Bronx Latin American Art Biennial; 
Yasmin Ramírez, an independent cu-
rator and art historian with the Center 
for Puerto Rican Studies at Hunter Col-
lege; Juan Sánchez, a mixed media art-
ist and Professor of Art, Photography 
and Mixed Media at Hunter College; 
and painter/printmaker Miguel Trelles, 
who is an adjunct assistant professor at 
Baruch and Hunter Colleges. The panel 
will be moderated by John MacElwee, 
Director of the Hostos Center for the 
Arts and Culture.

Utilizing the theme of “ I am one of 
those people that…,” the 5th Bronx Latin 
American Art Biennial exhibits offer an 
evolution of styles and techniques prac-
ticed by contemporary Latin American 
artists and engage personal aspects of 
the artists’ philosophy and creation pro-
cess as well as social issues including 
migration, women’s rights, political con-
fl icts, and discrimination. Curated by 
Alexis Mendoza and Luis Stephenberg, 
the exhibition reveals the complex and di-
verse approaches of Latin American art-
ists living inside and outside the United 
States. According to Stephenberg, “it is 
through our work as Latin American art-
ists, regardless of where we are living, 
that we are able to fi nd traits of our own 
existence.” In addition to Longwood Art 
Gallery @ Hostos, participating galler-
ies for the 5th Bronx Latin American Art 
Biennial include: BronxArtSpace, The 
Bronx Museum of the Arts, The Clem-
ente (Manhattan), The Andrew Freed-
man Home, the Gilbert Pavilion Gallery 
at The Hebrew Home at Riverdale, the 
Loisaida Center (Manhattan), and the 
Poe Park Visitor Center Gallery. Regu-
lar hours at the Longwood Art Gallery @ 
Hostos are Monday, Tuesday Thusday 
abd Fridat, noon to 5 p.m.

* * *
Lehman College has been awarded 

a $5.7 million, 5-year grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education for its Path-
ways to STEM Student Success (PTS³) 
project. The grant is awarded through 
the Department’s Hispanic Serving In-
stitution (HSI) STEM program. PTS³ 
joins Lehman’s efforts with CUNY’s two 
Bronx-based community colleges—
Bronx Community College and Hostos 
Community College. 

The goal of PTS³ is to boost enroll-
ment, retention, and graduation rates in 

the STEM disciplines at all three cam-
puses, while at the same time seeks to 
align the colleges’ STEM curricula to 
provide for a frictionless transfer pro-
cess from the two-year institutions to 
Lehman. Students meeting the criteria 
for admission for the program will be 
accepted at all three campuses. Those 
completing the requirements of PTS³ 
from BCC and HCC will be guaranteed 
admission to Lehman College.

As part of PTS³, students will en-
gage in activities designed to build their 
intellectual, social and cultural capital 
through intensive advisement; mastery 
of academic content and skills; innova-
tive instruction; experiential learning; 
faculty-student collaborative research; 
and support services that include coach-
ing and tutoring. Beyond the classroom, 
undergraduates will be required to par-
ticipate in a research experience to re-
inforce their knowledge base.

Because math is a gateway to all 
STEM disciplines, PTS³ will also imple-
ment a math initiative across campuses 
that will create collaborative opportu-
nities for faculty to implement active 
classrooms and write common learning 
goals and assessments. For students 
struggling with math and statistics, a 
summer and winter math “boot camp” 
will be available. 

* * *
The City Island Library will offer 

the following programs:
Programs in a Box: 5 Senses A fam-

ily program designed for preschool chil-
dren and their caregivers, that includes a 
hands-on exploration of the fi ve senses 
hearing, touch, smell, taste and sight. 
For children ages 3 - 5. Workshop se-
ries is free. Space is limited. Tuesdays, 
November 1, 8 and 15  at 3:30 p.m.

Bilingual Birdies: Fall i our favorite 
time of year to teach about the chang-
ing colors of the leaves, emotions, as 
well as the sun, moon, and stars! Fam-
ilies will enjoy learning new vocabu-
lary through live music and movement.  
Ages newborn to 6. Monday, November 
7, 11 a.m.

Lego League: Bring your imagination 
and join us for fun with LEGOS!  Blocks 
of various sizes will be provided. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Ages 
5 -11.  A limit of 10 children with their care-
givers. Every Thursday from 3 to 4 p.m.

Circle Time: Children from birth to 3 
years old and their caregivers can enjoy 
stories, songs, and fi nger plays while 
spending time with other toddlers. Limit 
of 15 children with their caregivers. Ev-
ery Tuesday from 11 to 11:45 a.m.

Read & Play: Children from birth to 3 
years old and caregivers can take part 
in wonderful stories, discover amazing 
toys, and meet new friends in this fun, 
informal program. Limit of 15 children 
with their caregivers. Every Friday from 
11 to 11:30 a.m.

It’s Bin Fun!: Toddlers and pre-
schoolers can play and explore our 
various sensory bins that will encour-
age curiosity through touch, sight, and 
sound! Parent and child participation re-
quired. Ages 2 - 4 years old.  Saturday, 
November 12 and 19 between 10 a.m. 

to noon.
Craft-A-Way: Drop in and participate 

in creating projects related to a theme 
or holiday. Ages 2 - 5.  Friday, Novem-
ber 18 at 11:30 a.m.

After School Lounge: Come to the 
library after school for studying and 
a chance to unwind.  Monday through 
Thursday from 3 to 5 p.m.

Friday Afternoon Activities: at 3 p.m.: 
November 4: Wii and Board Games; 
November 18: Wii and Board Games; 
and November 25: Make Your Own 
Parachord.

Hart Island Presentation: Saturday, 
November 12 from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Cinematic Countdown to the Elec-
tion: Come and view some great clas-
sics in observance of the 2016 Presi-
dential Election, at noon: Wednesday, 
November 2: Medium Cool; Thursday, 
November 3: Wag the Dog; and Friday, 
November 4: Mr. Smith Goes to Wash-
ington.

The City Island Scrabble Club: If 
you’re looking for some friendly com-
petition, then join our new Scrabble 
Club! Come in and fl ex your vocabu-
lary muscles. You may even learn a 
thing or two while you’re making some 
new friends.  Note: Limited to 12 partic-
ipants, registration required. Call (718) 
885-1703 or stop by the branch to re-
serve your spot! Thursday, November 
17 at 1 p.m.

Writers Workshop: This group is for 
people who want to enhance their cre-
ative skills while learning the fundamen-
tals of writing. Each month, we pick a 
theme and let our imaginations soar! 
The fi rst Thursday of the month will be 
conducted in a group setting. The re-
maining Thursdays will be workshops 
intended to guide you in your writing 
process. Led by Gail Hitt.  Thursdays 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

The Island Writers:  This is a group 
for all who are interested in writing pro-
fessionally or personally. Come check 
us out!  Every Tuesday at 1 p.m.

Intro to Computers: Come to the li-
brary, ask questions about how to use 
computers and sharpen your skills 
through computer use.  “How do I turn 
the computer on?” “How do I set up my 
own e-mail account and e-mail family 
and friends?” Every Tuesday from 10 
a.m. to noon.

Résumé Workshop: Designed to as-
sist in creating a new or updated re-
sume. Topics include cover letters and 
resources for job opportunities. A fl ash 
drive is required. Every Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

One-on-One: Computer Training: 
Stop by or call to make an appointment 
for one hour of instruction that focuses 
on your questions and interests. 

Saturday Afternoon Movies: at 1 
p.m.: November 5: Man of the Year; No-
vember 12: Whiskey Tango; Foxtrot; No-
vember 19: Money Monster; November 
26: Me Before You.

Some programs require advance 
registration, which can be done in per-
son, or by phone. All programs are free. 
Call (718) 885-1703 for more informa-
tion.

• Lehman College Awarded $5.7 Million Grant

• C ty Island Library Programs

• Panel Discussion At Hostos Center For the Arts And Culture

Dinowtiz kicks off food drive; autumn leaf collection 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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UNIVERSITY DIAGNOSTIC

A Fully Accredited American College of Radiology Facility 

“We’re in
your l
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C  MEDICAL IMAGING, P.C.

The A-Team in Diagnostic Imaging

WHO’S YOUR
RADIOLOGIST?

THE CHOICE SHOULD BE YOURS

nspired by
oyalty”
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Assemblyman Benedetto (4th from l) and Senator Klein (4th from r) with Preston High 
School students on the panel (l-r) Maria Fata, Gianna Fragale, Olivia Walters, Daniala Her-
nandez, Kayana Batchelor and Laura DeFillipo. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and the Throggs Neck Community Ac-
tion Partnership hosted a town hall addressing substance abuse on Wednesday, October 19 
at Preston High School. The evening’s panelists included representatives from the 45th Pre-
cinct, Community Board 10, Jacobi Medical Center, NYC Department of Health and Hygiene, 
NYS Offi ce of Alcohol and Substance Abuse Services and SUNY Maritime College’s Health 
Services Department.

KLEIN, BENEDETTO, TNCAP HOLD
HEROIN TOWN HALL

Registered nurse Trisha Simon (r) greeted Maria Marte. Photo courtesy of WellCare of New York

WellCare of New York, expanded its fi eld-based management program this year to better 
serve high-risk members. Bronx resident Maria Marte, 69, suffered from heart disease and 
failing kidneys and underwent a long hospitalization. Trisha Simon, a registered nurse and 
fi eld care manager for WellCare, provided support and medical equipment and supplies to 
Marte’s family needed to make her transition home and begin her thrice-weekly trips to the 
dialysis center.

WELLCARE NURSE HELPS MARIA MARTE

Deputy Commissioner of Early Care and Education Lorelei Vargas (front, 5th from l), Elizabeth McCarty (front, c), Sheltering Arms CEO and Kenneth Kramer, (front, 2nd from r), Sheltering 
Arms Board of Directors chairman joined the community in opening the new education center. Photo by Edwin Soto

Sheltering Arms celebrated the grand opening of its state-of-the-art Harriet Tubman Early Childhood Education Center on Monday, October 17 at 565 Morris Avenue. As part of the 
Administration for Children’s Services’ EarlyLearn NYC initiative, the center provides free and affordable, results-proven education and inclusive support for 139 low-income two and 
three-year-old children and their families

TUBMAN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CENTER OPENS
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

(Left) Lucky Star is an 8-10 year old Border Collie mix 
who was found as a stray running along the Throgs 
Neck Expressway. He would do best in a home with 
no children and as an only dog with 1-2 adults in the 
household. 

Coconut is a black and white male and Caper is a 
grey and white) female. They are two playful kittens 
that came in together at just a few weeks old, nursed 
to health by a foster and are ready for their forever 
home. They can be adopted together or separately..

New Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 
Newbold Avenue. If you are intersted in adopting any 
of these pets, email newbeginninganimalrescue@
gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

UP FOR ADOPTION

A Public Hearing will be held by Community 
Board 10 on November 14, 7:30 p.m. at Ft. Schuyler 
House, 3077 Cross Bronx Expressway, on the follow-
ing two matters:

1) possible establishment of a waterfront park at 
the site of 222 Longstreet Avenue, 10465 by the New 
York City Department of Parks and Recreation and

(2) acceptance of the Ferry Point Waterfront Park 
proposal by the New York City Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

 Contact the board offi ce at (718) 892-1161 with 
questions.

The New York Yankees Organization provides 
scholarship monies to deserving students through 
its New York Yankees Community Council Youth 
Leadership Award. 

The Yankees are offering $750 grants to fi ve 
youth leaders who have been nominated by their lo-
cal community board. 

The youth leaders must have performed 50 hours 
of leadership/volunteer work as a tutor, mentor, 
community unity developer, and/or as an advocate 
against violence or substance abuse in their com-
munity. 

Community Board 10 is seeking high school 
seniors who reside in the CB 10 service area, who 
meet the service requirements above. 

Applicants should complete and submit an appli-
cation with a resume to Community Board 10 (via 
mail, e-mail fax or hand delivery), by Thursday, 
November 10. Email: bx10@cb.nyc.gov/fax:(718) 863 
6860/address: Bronx Community Board 10, 3165 
East Tremont Avenue, Bronx NY 10461. Applica-
tions can be downloaded from website: www.nyc.
gov/bronxcb10. 

The board offi ce can be reached at( (718) 892 
1161.

- Public Hearing - 

NY Yankees 
Leadership Award
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Throggs Neck children and their families embraced the Halloween spirit at the 33rd annual Throggs Neck Halloween Parade. The parade began on Hard-
ing and East Tremont avenues continuing to the Throgs Neck Expressway Service Road before concluding at Throgs Neck Boulevard where the annual 
Halloween street fair, carnival and costume contest were held. The neighborhood tradition was sponsored by Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Council-
man James Vacca, Senator Jeff Klein and Congressman Joseph Crowley.

Throggs Neck

Halloween Parade

(l-r) Rocco Talarico, Community Board 10 Economic Develop-
ment chairman; Assembly members Benedetto and Gjonaj 
with John Marano, Community Board 10 fi rst vice chairman. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Cristeli Daily undertook the scary limbo contest. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(front, l-r) Madison Burgos, Skyler Encarnacion, Jada Tacis and 
Kayla Encarnacion created their own stuffed animals. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Woody (l) painted rainbows on Laila Bourbel (r) to match her 
head band. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The annual Throggs Neck Halloween Parade made its 
way down East Tremont Avenue. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

With a grin stretching ear to ear, Janessa Gon-
zalez enjoyed this year’s Halloween Carnival.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Norma Santiago (l) and Annalee Cruz brought 
positive vibes to this year’s Halloween parade. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mya Lavalle (c) earned second place in the hula hoop 
contest. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Ben Baratti sported some 
awesome face paint. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 4-10, 2016 45  BTR

Following this year’s hauntingly successful 33rd annual Throggs Neck Halloween Parade, costumed characters of all ages competed for top prizes in 
the annual Throggs Neck Halloween Costume Contest on Saturday, October 29. Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and several judges deliberated on the 
top three Halloween costumes across four categories.

33rd Annual Throggs Neck 

Halloween Costume Contest

Hostess Twinkie Genaro 
Della Muro earned fi rst 
place in the zero to four-
year-old contest. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Norma Santiago (l), her daughter, the 
third place prize winner of the fi ve to 
seven-year-old contest, Annalee Cruz and 
Assemblyman Benedetto were feeling 
groovy. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Benedetto awarded second 
place to Rubik’s Cube Dilan Cazamayou in 
the fi ve to seven-year-old costume con-
test. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Edward Scissorhands was ‘a cut 
above’ the competition earning him 
second place in the zero to four-
years-old category. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Zombie Bride took home third 
place in the zero to four-years-old 
costume contest. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Benedetto (2nd from r) congratulated this year’s winners in the eight to ten-year-old catago-
ry for their creativity. The winners included (l-r) third place honoree Ashley Santiago, second 
place victor Jose Padilla and fi rst place champion Tylor Denigar. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Benedetto (2nd from l) with 11 to 13-year-old contest winners (l-r) third place honoree Cariluz 
Munoz, fi rst place champion Dawn Moroch and second prize victor Deanna Ballas. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Five to seven-year-old costume con-
test fi rst place champion Charlotte 
Sempre’s mime proved silence really 
is golden. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

Dine In Only
WITH THIS AD

10OFF
%

ALLEY CAT
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE
SMOKEHOUSE

(718) 824-0168

Smoked Brisket, 
Fall-Off-The-Bone 

St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, 

Wide Assortment 
Of Side Dishes

WEAR YOUR

TEAM JERSEY
AND RECIEVE A

FREE SHOT
WHEN YOUR TEAM SCORES

with purchase of $15.

Enjoy
50 cent wings

SUNDAY
MONDAY

THURSDAY
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-119150% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

COMMERCIAL SPACE

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. 
Ft. Lot Looking Over The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 
Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living 
And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. Garage And 
Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heat-
ing And Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. 
Hardwood Floors With Dark Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part 
Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio Doors And Windows. 
The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99
Khakis

and
Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50

718-684-1191
 TS    MO SAL N  

Eyebrow * Waxing * Threading * Eyelash * Tinting * 
F i l

Open 7 Days
9:30am - 7:30pm

347-455-0198

Eyebrow Threading

Only $5

Morris Park Avenue.  1390 Sq. Ft. Whitebox, perfect for Offi ce or Medical.
Throggs Neck Mall.  E Tremont Ave.  Offi ces available.  400-1200 Sq Ft. 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, NOVEMBER 4-10, 201648    BTR

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
When our Councilman, 

James Vacca, overturned the 
“no” vote of Community Board 
10 and went against the wishes 
of the merchant’s association 
and the community, he said 
he was doing so because it was 
proven that the road diet saved 
lives.  He also said that if it did 
not work he would reverse it.  
Well, that time has come.

The safety measure that he 
has gone against his commu-
nity for has taken a disturbing 
U-turn. Less than a week after 
the road diet was instituted on 
Tremont Avenue there was a 
near fatal accident.  Now, ac-

cording to DOT Commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg, “The Vi-
sion Zero numbers for 2016, es-
pecially the key metric fatali-
ties, are not all we would want 
them to be.”  

I have to applaud her hon-
esty as she reports that 192 
people have died on city 
streets, compared to 178 last 
year.  There are also more pe-
destrian deaths: 114 this year 
as compared to 96 last year, 
as well as more deaths for cy-
clists with 17 deaths this year 
as compared to 14 last year.

It didn’t take a rocket sci-
entist to fi gure this one out.  
The only way to reduce deaths 

on EastTremont Avenue is to 
have more police presence.  
Now, our councilman must 
keep his word.  The proof that 
the DOT road diet is not work-
ing is as clear as day.  He must 
reverse it as he promised.

Maybe this is a time to join 
together, after all, we all want 
the same thing- safer roads 
and a safer community.  If 

our councilman would put as 
much effort into getting more 
police as he has instituting 
a failed traffi c plan, then our 
streets would be safer and our 
community would be a safer 
as well.  

Next Meeting

Our next meeting is a very 
important one.  On Wednes-
day, November 30. We will be 
hosting a Town Hall like meet-
ing with the borough presi-
dent.  It will be at 7:30 a.m. at 
the First Lutheran Church.  
All members of our commu-
nity are invited.

This is an opportunity to 
ask for help or make a sugges-

tion directly to someone that 
can help.  Please come pre-
pared with a written question 
or suggestion.  Hopefully you 
will have a chance to speak 
but if you do not we will be col-
lecting your questions so that 
we can make sure that they 
get a response from the Bor-
ough President at a later date.

Please notify your friends 
and neighbors of this meeting.  
We want a large crowd in at-
tendance to show the Borough 
President that we are a com-
munity that cares. Remem-
ber, the squeaky wheels get 
the grease!  Let’s speak out for 
what our community needs.

We don’t kill off our 
retirees just be-
cause they’re not 

working anymore, so don’t 
worry about our future robot 
overlords killing off us hu-
mans when we’re no longer 
working, either — which we 
won’t be, since robots will 
be doing everything faster 
and better than us, just as 
machines have been taking 
jobs from us since the  in-
vention of the saw mill .

And in that future, robot-
ruled time, we might have 
the choice to actually be-
come one of the superbots 
by donating our brain after 
we die, then coming back 
(sort of) as the brain of a 
computer just like us, down 
to our likes, dislikes, sense 
of humor — and maybe 
even our looks.

That, my friends, was 
just part of the trippy argu-
ment going on at a monthly 
event called the Soho Fo-
rum, where free, open-to-
the-public debates examine 
issues of interest to free-
will–loving libertarians. I’m 
not quite sure how robots 
and libertarians fi nd com-
mon cause, but in any event 
the question to answer was: 
“Will robots eventually dom-
inate the world and elimi-
nate humans’ abilities to 

earn wages.”
One professor — Robin 

Hanson, an associate pro-
fessor of economics at 
George Mason University 
— briskly insisted that in 
the future, we will see the 
ascendancy of “Ems” — re-
markably human robots that 
emulate us, because they’re 
modeled on our own brains. 
Or at least they’re modeled 
on the people who would 
make the very best worker-
robots, claimed the author 
of “The Age of Em: Work, 
Love and Life when Robots 
Rule the Earth.”

But that’s not who will 
choose, said the “Robots 
will not take over” debater, 
Bryan Caplan, also an au-
thor and econ professor at 
George Mason, because 
when we get around to cre-
ating worker robots from 
human brain scans, we will 
scan only the most docile, 
effi cient workers, to create 
docile, non-human-killing 
Ems.

And this is where it 
started getting weird(er): 
Hanson believes that com-
pany chiefs will still want to 
hire the most-brilliant work-
ers, which means they’ll end 
up cloning (or replicating, or 
whatever the word is) jerks.

“We expect the highest 

productivity workers will be 
chosen,” said Hanson.

In other words, the Ems 
will be clones of the cut-
throat people most of us 
hate. And, being cutthroats, 
eventually they’ll cut ours 
throats.

“Although it may well be 
that the fi rst fi ve generations 
of robots will keep humans 
around because they feel 
some vestigial warmth to-
ward our species,” Hanson 
said.

How comforting.
Caplan was having none 

of it. Why on earth would 
we clone the cutthroats who 

want to kill us, he asked. 
Well, over the eons we’ve 

had quite a lot of experience 
breeding new beings to do 
our bidding: Our pets and 
farm animals. We’ll do the 
same with humans — clon-
ing the absolutely sweetest 
ones who also have a fi erce 
work ethic. 

“We’ve got 7 billion peo-
ple to choose from,” he 
pointed out. “A normal em-
ployer has fi ve.”

The moderator, Gene Ep-
stein, economics editor at 
Barron’s magazine, tried to 
make peace. 

“You’ll tweak it,” he nod-
ded to both.

Caplan was not con-
vinced that the day of the 
Ems will ever come, be-
cause who would volunteer 
to become one? 

“First thing, you’re actu-
ally dead. They have to slice 
your brain in pieces. Very 
few people would want their 
biological death in order to 
have a computer simula-
tion,” he said.

“Today we can’t conceive 
of it,” agreed Hanson. But 
when humans in the future 
see that the Ems talk and 
look and act like “real” peo-
ple — except they never die 
— then the prospect might 
become attractive. 

Hanson made it sound as 
normal as wearing glasses, 
another biological enhance-
ment people eons ago could 
not have conceived.

And that was Hanson’s 
big point: Of course this 
stuff sounds bizarre to us. 
But think back 1,000 years 
to the subsistence farm-
ers. If you’d told them that 
someday we’d be able to 
talk to someone an ocean, 
there’s no way they would 
have understood much less 
believed you.

And now we have Skype 
and Facetime.

Would the Ems own prop-
erty? Would they eventually 
fi ght? Or would the earth be-
come a paradise with Ems 
doing all our work? Those 
issues were not resolved. 

In fact, nothing really 
was. 

A before-and-after poll 
of the audience found that 
the exact same number had 
changed their minds from 
negative to positive, and 
vice versa.

It was the least strange 
moment of a very strange 
night.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

What will we do when robots rule?
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The East 204th Street and Bainbridge Avenue Merchants Association; MAS Productions; Bronx411.com; representatives from the offi ces of Councilman Andrew Cohen, Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj and Community Board 7. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The East 204th Street and Bainbridge Avenue Merchants Association, Bronx411.com and MAS Productions hosted a merchants meeting on Wednesday, October 26 at Beso Lounge on 320 
E. 204th Street. The meeting featured signifi cant topics of discussion regarding upcoming neighborhood events, new local developments, board elections, networking with city offi cials 
and info on membership benefi ts.

NORWOOD MERCHANTS MEET ON 204TH STREET

(Below) The Albanian American Open Hand Association helped residents choose the very best pumpkins to celebrate this year’s harvest season.Photo by Miriam Quin

To commemorate this year’s fall season, the Albanian American Open Hand Association hosted the ‘Great Pumpkin Giveaway’ on Friday, October 21 at 2117 Williamsbridge Road. The event 
was sponsored by Nick’s European Market on 2127 Williamsbridge Road, European Fresh Produce on 720 Lydig Avenue and EMN European Mart on 2000 Continental Avenue.

OPEN HAND HOLDS ‘GREAT PUMPKIN GIVEAWAY’
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Councilman Cohen (3rd from r) presented 
Audrey McAllister (3rd from l) the fi rst-ever 
District 11 Community Activist of the Month 
Award. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andrew Cohen’s Offi ce

Wakefi eld community advocates, Commu-
nity Board 12 and Councilman Andrew Cohen 
celebrated the launch of the ‘District 11 Com-
munity Activist of the Month’ award with the 
inaugural honor presented to a Wakefi eld 
parks activist Audrey McAllister on Tuesday, 
October 25. McAllister is the founder of the 
Friends of Wakefi eld Playgroup and volun-
teers her time maintaining the playground.

COHEN LAUNCHES
 CB11 ACTIVIST OF

 THE MONTH 

Rosa Figueroa sold beautiful jewelry to Ford-
ham residents in need of some last minute 
Halloween accessories. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

With Halloween approaching, Fordham 
residents made some last minute savings, 
purchasing seasonal supplies and items at 
the Fordham Road Business Improvement 
District’s Halloween Sidewalk Sale on Friday, 
October 28.

FORDHAM ROAD BID 
HALLOWEEN 

SIDEWALK SALE

(l-r) Chhaya Chhoum, NWBCCC chairwoman with the honorees Dayna Cunningham, Rev. Thomas Lynch, Wendoly Marte, John Reilly and Sandra Lobo, NWBCCC executive director. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition commemorated its 41st anniversary on Friday, October 28 at Fordham University’s McGinley Center Ballroom. In recognition of the 
milestone, the coalition honored Dayna Cunningham, Esq., MIT Innovators Lab executive director; Rev. Thomas Lynch, Our Lady of Angels Parish pastor; Wendoly Marte, Center for Com-
munity Change fi eld organizer and John Reilly, Fordham Bedford Housing Corporation executive director

NORTHWEST BRONX CCC CELEBRATES 41ST YEAR
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Jim Lanfranchi (l) gave Assemblyman Marcos Cre-
spo a gift-wrapped box of Ferrero Rocher. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. presented Jo-
sephine Infante, outgoing Hunts Point Economic 
Development Corporation president, a proclama-
tion upon her retirement. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Josephine Infante (l) with Business Community 
Banker Award recipient Maria Santiago. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Hunts Point Economic Development Corporation’s Tent Party celebrated its 29th year on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 25 at the Hunts Point Co-op Market. The annual signature event provided businesses networking op-
portunities with CEOs from successful companies based in the Hunts Point peninsula and the tri-state area 
including Grassi and Co., Baldor Specialty Foods, Jetro Cash and Carry, Nathel and Nathel and Just Bagels.

Hunts Point Economic Development 
Corp.’s 29th Annual Tent Party

Josephine Infante (1st on l) received congratulations and many well wishes from (l-r) Hiedy Hernandez, Sandra Harris, 
Maria Luna, Lilliam Perez and Venecia Fernandez.\ Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Lisa Himes-Johnson (c), The Food Bank of New York City president and her fellow employees (l-r) Inger Collazo, Tami Wil-
son, Camesha Grant, Dan Cinquemani, Lee Cheney, Daryl Gardner and Justin Hughes celebrated their award. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Entrepreneur of the Year Award recipient Alex Savinon (c) was honored by Jim Lanfrachi, HPEDC vice chairman and Jose-
phine Infante. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

Norma Lopez presented members with awards for volunteering at the Cruger Mace Block 
Association’s Annual Block Party this summer..    

BY KEN AGOSTO
Autumn has fi nally begun in ear-

nest. The extremely cooperative 
weather is fi nally changing. The col-
ors of the fall foliage also changes.  As 
the daylight grows shorter, it’s time to 
walk our neighborhoods again, to help 
protect our neighbor’s safety and prop-
erty.  

Once again, the Bronx Park East 
Community Association, your neigh-
borhood friendly organization dedi-
cated to preserving our neighborhoods 
through beautifi cation and continuous 
community engagement, has taken 
great pains to resume our busy rou-
tine of civic responsibility.   At our last 
very well attended meeting, Raphael 
Schweizer made it a point to break-
down the 49th Precinct’s monthly 
Comp Stat Report.  

There’s always criminals trying to 
mug our most vulnerable citizens and 
break into our parked cars all along 
the Bronx Park East and it’s neigh-
boring streets. But, we can’t do it by 
ourselves.  We need the entire com-
munity to come and pitch in. We will 
be reaching out to you to join our B-
PECA Neighborhood Watch or as I like 
to call it COP (Citizens On Patrol.)  We 
also acknowledge Raphael for work-
ing overtime to beautify our neigh-
borhoods with his single-handed ap-
proach to illegal graffi ti mitigation.  
We thank the generosity of State Com-
mitteeman Joseph McManus for pro-
viding B-PECA with the paint. With 
all hands on deck we will beautify our 

Bronx.
We were also delighted to be joined 

by our Bronx Parks Department com-
missioner Iris Rodriguez Rosa.  She 
gave us a concise report on the state of 
our parks, giving us an approximate 
time table on the repairs to our parks. 
Commissioner Rodriguez Rosa was 
gracious enough to engage our group 
and answer many questions concern-
ing our missing benches, trash, con-
tractors, and the extremely small bud-
get she has to work with to maintain 
our parks. In all she answered over 50 
questions ranging from our seniors 
down to our concerned teenagers. 
Thanks goes out to Manny Gago and 
company for their youthful perspec-
tive. Iris promised she would follow 
up with B-PECA. We thank you Com-
missioner Rodriguez Rosa for making 
time for us and bringing in your gal-
lant team. 

B-PECA board member Norma Lo-
pez also presented the members with 
awards for volunteering at the Cruger 
Mace Block Association Annual Block 
Party this summer. We thank all who 
participated in making our sister orga-

nization’s community event a smash-
ing success. Special kudos to our spon-
sors and elected offi cials. This year, we 
were able to expand our Zumba classes 
by three weeks thanks to Assembly-
man Jose Rivera and Councilman 
Ritchie Torres.  

Councilman Torres will once again 
be starting his third Participatory 
Budget meetings.  B-PECA has worked 
diligently with the council member’s 
staff in our combined neighborhoods 
to identify and fi ght for our community 
priorities. We have already secured 
$400,000  for our dilapidated parks. We 
will roll up our sleeves again to fi ght 
for our community needs. Thank you 
Councilman Torres for all that you do 
for the betterment of our Bronx. 

In Memoriam

This month we remember leg-
endary Tuskegee Airman Audley 
Coulthurst, 91, a genuine WWII 
hero who paved the way for African 
American pilots.  NYPD Chaplain 
Luis Serrano, 68, the popular long-
time Bronx pastor died from cancer.  
Longtime Pelham Parkway Commu-
nity Activist Jeffrey Panish, 72, af-
ter a brief illness. Jeff volunteered 
at our public library, served as sec-
retary of the Albanian American 
Open Hand Association, and vol-
unteered for Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj.  George Archibald, son of 
New York State Veteran Commander 
Leroy ‘Archie’ Archibald.  Longtime 
First Lady of the 83rd District, Mrs. 
Al DeCastro, wife of longtime Demo-
cratic district leader and community 
leader Al DeCastro.  Actor Bill Nunn, 
best known as the ill-fated Radio Ra-
heem in Spike Lee’s opus ‘Do The 
Right Thing.’  Comedian and ‘Mar-
tin’ co-star Tommy Ford, 54.  Mem-
ber of the Chicago 7 and Free Speech 

Movement Tom Hayden. Baseball 
player Jose Fernandez, from a freak 
boating accident.  Junko Tabei, 77, 
the first woman to conquer Mount 
Everest in Nepal.  And last, but, 
certainly not least, founding mem-
ber of the State of Israel Hon. Shi-
mon Peres, 93. Peres served the Is-
raeli people with distinction as both 
prime minister and president. He 
presided over the Oslo Peace accords 
with President Clinton and the Pal-
estinians.  May all the honored dead 
rest in peace...   

Contact B-PECA

Remember, B-PECA now meets on 
the last Wednesday of the month. The 
next meeting will be on November  30 
at 6:30 p.m. on the dot, at ‘The Sanz’ ca-
tering hall located at: 815 Allerton Av-
enue between Matthew and Barnes av-
enues. 

We are collecting old coats for the 
winter, please help.   Email us 24/7 at 
bxparkeast@gmail.com or text/call 
(347) 654-7044 or (917) 378-5577. You can 
also follow us on facebook at:www.fa-
cebook.com/bxparkeast, which can 
be seen by everyone, even those with-
out a facebook account. If you are on 
facebook, please join our interactive 
group where you can post articles, pic-
tures, videos and more:facebook.com/
groups/bxparkeast.

Until next time, If you see someone 
in trouble or some one committing a 
crime please say something. You just 
may save someone’s life. Don’t forget 
people have literally died for the right 
to vote. Tuesday, November 8 is Elec-
tion Day, all day from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
In this most important election, make 
sure your voice is heard and counted. 
Please vote for all of your representa-
tives. Remember, If you don’t vote, you 
really can’t complain.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Rita Calabro, Church of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel journal chairwoman, graciously ac-
cepted a bouquet of roses. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Actor Dominic Chianese (1st on r) was pre-
sented an award and proclamation by Mi-
chael Mongiovi (l), Church of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish Council vice chairman 
and Fr. Jonathan Morris, Church of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel pastor (2nd from r). 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Blanca Battaglia (c) was formally recognized 
at the parish’s milestone celebration. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

John Riley (r) was thrilled to receive his 
award from Mongiovi (l) and Fr. Morris. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

The Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel commemorated its 110th anniversary on Sunday, October 23 at Maestro’s Caterers. In honor of the parish’s incredible milestone, the congregation 
presented awards to parish worker Blanca Battaglia; famed ‘Sopranos’ and ‘The Godfather II’ actor Dominic Chianese and John Riley, Bronx superintendent of Schools in the Northwest/
South Bronx Catholic Schools and Our Lady of Mount Carmel School principal.

OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL CELEBRATES 110TH

To commemorate the grand opening of its fi rst Bronx offi ce, Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate-Rand Realty celebrated with the Bronx Manhattan North Association of Realtors at F 
& J Pine Restaurant on Tuesday, October 25. Marlene Cintron, Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation president, served as the guest speaker.

RAND REALTY CELEBRATES AT RESTURANT

(l-r) Eliezer Rodriguez, Esq., Bronx-Manhattan 
Board of Realtors association executive offi cer; 
Richard Haggerty, Hudson Gateway Association of 
Realtors CEO and Jennifer Gonzalez, Hudson Gate-
way Association of Realtors HGMLS accounting co-
ordinator. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Members of Bronx-Manhattan North Association of Realtors and Rand Realty enjoyed a fun-fi lled evening at F & J Pine Restaurant. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Monsignor Scanlan High School toasted six ex-
emplary individuals at its annual Hall of Fame 
Awards Dinner on Saturday, October 22 in the Gal-
lagher Gymnasium. This year’s honorees included 
Msgr.Arthur J. Scanlan Award recipients Davis 
Smith, Class of 1960 and Ann Pavelka Smith, Class 
of 1962; Nat Silverberg Award for Athletics recipi-
ents Michael Mullen, Class of 1955 and Thomas 
Renaghan, Class of 1956 and St. Helena Award for 
Service to School recipients Sr. Eileen Clifford and 
Br. Joseph Maura.

MSGR. SCANLAN 
SERVES HOF DINNER

 AWARDS

Chris Gallagher (l), Monsignor Scanlan High School Board chairman, congratulated the night’s honorees (2nd on l-r) Dave Smith, Ann 
Pavelka Smith, Sr. Eilleen Clifford, Thomas Renaghan and Michael Mullen. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Action
Association

Temple Hatikva Veteran’s Day Shabbat and more

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The United States is endan-

gered by at least four crises 
of unprecedented proportion: 
The nation faces more peril-
ous threats to its national se-
curity than at any time since 
World War 2; the economy 
has stagnated and the middle 
class is dwindling; the na-
tional treasury is rapidly ap-
proaching bankruptcy, and 
the framework of the federal 
government has been, to a far 
greater degree than has ever 
occurred throughout the life 
of the country, been diverted 
and abused for partisan politi-
cal purposes.

You would hardly know 
these challenges exist by lis-
tening to the general press 
coverage of the issues facing 
the presidential election.  The 
level of discourse has been re-
duced to commentary more 
commonly found in contests 
for high school prom kings 
and queens, or in the pages of 
supermarket scandal sheets, 
than in the contest for the 
most important public offi ce 
on the planet.

The nation’s safety is at risk 
as never before, as Russia, for 
the fi rst time in the nuclear 
age, has a lead over the U.S. 
in both strategic and conven-
tional nuclear arms, (thanks 
in large part to the Obama/
Clinton ‘reset’ with Moscow) 
and China verges on becom-
ing the Pacifi c’s predominant 
naval power. The two nations, 

in combination with Iran, rep-
resent the world’s most power-
ful military alliance.

From one end of the globe 
to the other, the reduction in 
and withdrawal of American 
arms has caused havoc. Rus-
sia, after invading the Ukraine 
with impunity, has now set its 
sights on the Baltic states Lat-
via, Lithuania and Estonia, all 
of whom are NATO members. 
Moscow has moved nuclear 
armed Iskander missiles into 
place, and has openly threat-
ened war with the western na-
tions.  The Kremlin has con-
ducted massive nuclear drills, 
and has prepared its forces 
for confl ict.  All this occurred 
while the U.S. cut its defense 
budget and European nations 
continued to spend very little 
on their armed forces. Mos-
cow has also militarized the 
Arctic, and opened military 
agreements with Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean nations.

China, having paid no 
price for its aggressive moves 
against the Philippines and 
in other parts of the Pacifi c, 
has swiftly moved to assert 
hegemony throughout a large 
portion of the Asian/Pacifi c 
region. In the middle east, 
the premature withdrawal of 
American forces from Iraq led 
to the empowerment of ISIS 
and the horrors that followed. 
Terror now plays a role in the 
daily lives of Americans and 
Europeans alike.

Within the nation, the fed-

eral bureaucracy has been 
co-opted for partisan political 
purposes, a complete abandon-
ment of the principal and man-
date of equality under the law 
that has previously guided the 
nation. The deeply disturbing 
confi rmation that the leader-
ship of the Internal Revenue 
Service was aware that their 
agency’s resources were being 
used to target political oppo-
nents of the Obama Adminis-
tration adds to concerns that 
there has been a wholesale 
hijacking of taxpayer funded 
government agencies for par-
tisan purposes. That series of 
crimes combines with revela-
tions, discovered by Judicial 
Watch through an examina-
tion of FBI documents, pres-
ents a worrisome picture, par-
ticularly when combined with 
other research and informa-
tion about the unlawful and 
biased practices of various 
federal departments during 
the Obama Administration.

The failure to prosecute 
key Administration fi gures 
for crimes which have ended 
the careers and resulted in 
substantive punishment for 
others essentially enacts a 
two-tier system of justice. Add 

to that the Attorney General’s 
considering of criminal pros-
ecution for those who merely 
express disagreement with 
Mr. Obama’s climate change 
position.  Taken together, the 
American legal and political 
system has become unrecog-
nizable.

Over the past eight years, 
the national debt has nearly 
doubled, and there is noth-
ing to show for it.  America’s 
infrastructure continues to 
crumble, schools turn out un-
competitive students, the mili-
tary is shrinking, the poverty 
rate has gone up, social secu-
rity is heading for bankruptcy, 
and taxes remain high. The 
fact that all those dollars were 
spent without getting any-
thing in return is the greatest 
economic crime in history, but 
the media remains silent.

     Unlike the aftermath of 
prior recessions, the nation’s 
economy has not snapped 
back.  A National Review arti-
cle recently noted: “The grim 
news is not that the economy 
continues to resist returning 
to normal. Rather, it is that 
this ‘current equilibrium’…is 
the new normal. If 2 percent 
growth is…’the most likely 
scenario’ for the foreseeable 
future, the nation faces a sec-
ond consecutive lost decade — 
one without a year of 3 percent 
growth…Those whose wealth 
comes from wages … are los-
ing ground.”

As the New York Analysis 

of Policy and Government re-
cently outlined, “As one digs 
deeper into the offi cial statis-
tics, more distressing news 
becomes evident, as the data 
further indicate that steady, 
middle class employment con-
tinues to decline. Since longev-
ity in a position contributes to 
income level, that informa-
tion is relevant, as well. The 
BLS reports that the median 
number of years that wage 
and salary workers had been 
with their current employer 
was 4.2 years in January 2016, 
down from 4.6 years in Janu-
ary 2014. 

An analysis by Bloomberg 
outlines the dilemma: the 
minimal amount of jobs that 
are being created are in tra-
ditionally lower-paying fi elds, 
furthering a transfer of em-
ployment from middle income 
to lower income. Payrolls at 
factories fell by 13,000, af-
ter a 16,000 drop in the pre-
vious month, while retailers 
increased payrolls by 22,000. 
Employment in leisure and 
hospitality rose 15,000.”

These are real issues, wor-
thy of deep consideration and 
lengthy debates about how to 
resolve them. Unfortunately, 
the major media appears un-
interested.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

 Temple Hatikva’s will hold 
a upcoming Shabbat of Remem-
brance service at Bronx House 
on Veterans Day, Friday, No-
vember 11, at 7:30 p.m., honor-
ing those who have served in 
our military to preserve our 
rights and freedoms.

The temple looks forward 
to a new year offering all com-
munity residents a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere in 
which to learn more about and 
connect to Judaism.  Monthly 
Shabbat Services with tra-
ditional prayers in Hebrew 
and English, and informative 
Sunday Adult Education ses-
sions featuring lively discus-
sions, are designed to be com-
fortable regardless of level of 
knowledge, background or ex-
pertise.

“Here we are in 5777,” said 
Cantor Kyle Cherry, “hav-
ing enjoyed our High Holi-
day refl ection and renewed 
again for another year. Now 
that we look to the future, we 
have a wonderful opportu-

nity to honor those who have 
fought bravely for our right to 
be here. I think it is only fi t-
ting that we should hold our 
fi rst Shabbat of this year on 
Veterans Day, so that we can 
remind ourselves that our 
freedom to worship has been 
defended time and again by 
many brave individuals re-
gardless of race, religion, or 
ethnicity, and that we should 
always be grateful to those 
who have answered the call to 
arms in defense of our rights. 
We should always remember 
to thank a veteran, on Veter-
ans Day and every day.”

The service will be im-
mediately followed by a free 
Shabbat Kiddush, a time to 
share stories of personal expe-
riences and express gratitude 
to those who serves, while en-
joying light refreshments and 
fellowship.

Two days later, Temple Ha-
tikva’s new series of Adult Ed-
ucation will kick off on Sun-
day, November 13, with the 

fi rst session, at Bronx House.  
Cantor Kyle will introduce 
the topic of the day, and then 
welcome questions, ideas, and 
discussion.  Each session be-
gins at 10 a.m. with bagels, 
cream cheese, juice, cake and 
coffee, all free of charge.  All 
welcome.

Temple Hatikva’s monthly 
Adult Education sessions are 
held on Sunday mornings, 
from November through 
April, cover a wide variety of 
topics of interest to people of 
all religious backgrounds.

Be sure to mark your cal-
endar for the Pre-Hanukah 
Shabbat service on Friday, De-
cember 16, with joyous holiday 
songs and special prayers, and 
Adult Ed on Sunday, Decem-
ber 18.  Refreshments include 
traditional holiday foods.

For more information 
and scheduled events, see the 
temple’s website at www.tem-
plehatikva.org.  If you have 
questions, or wish to request 
notifi cations of synagogue 

plans by email or U.S. mail, 
send requests to templeha-
tikva@aol.com or to Temple 

Hatikva, c/o Bronx House, 
990 Pelham Parkway South, 
Bronx, NY 10469.

BY TONY 
SALIMBENE

F i r s t , 
w e l c o m e 
back Doc 
Paul of Post 
620 fame. 
Glad you 
are OK.  

Last time, I neglected 
our own Post 253 regular 
meeting, Sunday, Novem-
ber 20, that’s 3rd Sunday, 
11 a.m. at American Turn-
ers NY. Parking available 
at their lot at the corner, 
Philip Avenue.

Also, a special invita-
tion to help out with the 
ceremony at the Van Nest 
Veterans Monument, Fri-
day, November 11, after the 
Winged Victory Ceremony, 
which starts at 10:30 a.m., 

so we will 
be ready 
for the tra-
d i t i o n a l 
11th hour 
of Veterans  
Day. 

     Don’t 
forget the Parade on the 
13th,  please encourage 
everyone to either march 
(from Lafayette Avenue) 
or gather at the end, at 
our Bicentennial Vet-
erans Memorial Park. 
Thanks in advance to the 
Bronxonia Yacht Club for 
their hospitality and for 
Post 19 for helping out af-
terwards.

Until next time: Hope 
everyone had a fun and 
safe Halloween and don’t 
forget to vote!
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Over 7,000 cyclists from across the region and the globe made tracks throughout the borough at this year’s 22nd annual Tour de Bronx. The largest free cycling event was co-
hosted by Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; the Bronx Tourism Council; Bronx Overall Economic Development; Clear Channel Outdoor Americas; Montefi ore Health System; Bronx 
Lebanon Hospital and St. Barnabas Medical Center on Sunday, October 23. Riders through the Grand Concourse, Mott Haven, Pelham Bay Park, City Island, Orchard Beach and the 
New York Botanical Garden.  

22nd Annual Tour De Bronx Rides Across The Borough

Diaz (4th from l), Councilman Cohen (r) and riders geared up for the 25-mile tour. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Above) Borough President Diaz (c) presented 
citations to the people and organizations 
instrumental in making this year’s Tour de 
Bronx possible. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Councilman Andrew Cohen was ready to make 
tracks in the 25-mile tour. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Far left) Luis Salazar A.K.A. ‘Magician Payasito 
Chiquitin’, combined business with pleasure 
for this tour. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Left) The riders were all revved up and ready 
to go. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Deputy Borough President Greene (l) gra-
ciously accepted the award from Karen Hay-
cox, Habitat NYC CEO, on Diaz’s behalf. 
 Photo courtesy of Anthony Collins Photography

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. was 
formally recognized at Habitat for Human-
ity NYC’s ‘Habitat House Party’, an annual 
fundraising gala on Thursday, October 20 at 
180 Maiden Lane in Manhattan. Deputy Bor-
ough President Aurelia Greene accepted the 
award on his behalf.

HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY HONORS

 BP DIAZ

Congressman Jose Serrano hosted his third annual African Heritage Celebration on Thurs-
day, October 27 at the Bronx Museum of the Arts. This year’s honorees were Joseph Awadjie, 
City University of New York Student Senate chairman emeritus 2014-2016; African Services 
Committee, Inc.; Dr. Jane Edward, Fordham University clinical assistant professor; Bronx 
Lebanon Hospital/MLK Health Center - Disaspora Initiative; Nkumu Isaac Katalay and the 
Life Long Project Band; Bakary Camara, licensed real estate agent and community leader; 
Scott Auwater, BronxWorks assistant executive director and Mount Hope Mosque - Islamic 
Sunna Wal Jamaa.

CONGRESSMAN SERRANO CELEBRATES
 AFRICAN HERITAGE 

(l-r) Dr. Jane Edward, Scott Auwater, Asfaqha Hadera, Kim Nichols, Congressman Serrano,  
Joseph K. Awadjie, leaders from the Mount Hope Mosque, Nkumu Isaac Katalay of the Life 
Long Project Band and staff from Bronx Lebanon Hospital/ MLK Health Center – Diaspora 
Initiative. Photo courtesy of Congressman Jose Serrano’s Offi ce

Congressman Serrano (l) presented an 
award to Octavio Marin, Bronx Lebanon Hos-
pital vice president for Long Term Care and 
Ambulatory Services. Marin accepted the 
honor on behalf of the Bronx Lebanon/MLK 
–Diaspora Initiative Clinic. 
 Photo courtesy of Congressman Jose Serrano’s 
Offi ce

(l-r) Edgar Manzueta, David Gaudio, Barbara-Ann Cesaro-Benson, Deborah Dimiceli, Marsha Rand, Joe Rand, Matt Rand and Tabetha Rodriguez celebrated their Throggs Neck offi ce’s grand opening. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate-Rand Realty celebrated the grand opening of its 3432-06 E. Tremont Avenue offi ce, its fi rst within the fi ve boroughs, on Tuesday, October 25. The 
brokerage, specializing in all types of residential and commercial real estate, is open seven days a week 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, RAND REALTY OPENS
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The Bronx YMCA’s Halloween party was a real ‘monster mash’ for ghosts and ghouls of every age. Costumed characters decended on the Y on Friday, 
October 28 at 2 Castle Hill Avenue for a scary good time. The spooktacular event featured a haunted house, games, face painting and crafts.

Y’s Halloween Party A ‘Haunting Success’Y’s Halloween Party A ‘Haunting Success’

Grim Reaper Vaughn Lopez (l) had a scary good time celebrating 
with Minion Shaughn Lopez. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Alyssa Rivera (l) and Felicity Rivera got into 
character as DC Comics’ Harley Quinn. Alys-
sa’s costume is based on the fi ctional super-
villian’s 1992 animated debut while Felicity’s is 
based on her more recent ‘Rebirth’ design. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Mermaids Tammy Nolasco (l) and Juliet Nolasco 
traveled the seven seas to celebrate Halloween at 
the Bronx YMCA. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Feline Sheri Cotto (l) and jester Zaida de Jesus 
got into the Halloween spirit at the Bronx Y. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Red Queen Nyla Dryden left Wonderland to enjoy 
some Halloween fun. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Artist Cody Velez (r) made Makayla Trencini’s skeleton costume frighteningly 
good. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Spider-Girl Khloe Walters explored her artistic side. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Montefi ore Health System and the 
Hebrew Home at Riverdale are proud 
to announce a unique partnership to 
improve care for patients requiring 
sub-acute rehabilitation at the He-
brew Home at Riverdale. Montefi ore 
physicians will provide Geriatrics, 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 
care, with oversight from the medi-
cal director of the Hebrew Home at 
Riverdale, in a state-of-the-art 45-bed 
wing overlooking the majestic Hud-
son River. This clinical collaboration 
establishes a new, innovative model 
of rehabilitation care in which a Mon-
tefi ore geriatrician and physiatrist 
will work collaboratively on care de-

Montefi ore/Hebrew Home partnership
cisions after a patient is discharged 
from the hospital in order to improve 
patient outcomes and provide optimal 
care in an outpatient setting.

“At a time of great change in 
healthcare, we are delighted to build 
on our clinical collaborations with 
the Hebrew Home to enhance care for 
patients in environments outside of 
the hospital,” said Steven M. Safyer, 
M.D., President and CEO, Montefi ore 
Medicine. “Together our goal is to in-
crease the number of customized pro-
grams, building on Montefi ore and 
Einstein’s advanced care and knowl-
edge. This will enhance patient well-
being and put them on a road to op-

Montefi ore-Einstein’s Program 
for Jewish Genetic Health (PJGH) 
and the Division of Reproductive and 
Medical Genetics have a new study 
published in Genetics in Medicine 
that reinforces the value of screening 
for common BRCA mutations in the 
United States Ashkenazi Jewish pop-
ulation. Approximately 1 in 40 Ashke-
nazi Jewish individuals, whose fam-
ily originated in Eastern and Central 
Europe, carry a mutation in a BRCA 
gene that is associated with a high 
risk for breast, ovarian and pancre-
atic cancers in women, and increased 
risk of breast, pancreatic and prostate 
cancers in men.

According to national guidelines, 
BRCA testing for Ashkenazi Jewish 
individuals is recommended only if 
there is a personal or family history 
of breast, ovarian or pancreatic can-
cer (i.e., those at high risk for having 
a BRCA mutation). For people without 
this history, BRCA testing is not con-
sidered a standard of care and is gen-
erally not covered by insurance. This 
causes concern since recent studies in 
Israel suggest the prevalence of BRCA 
mutations and the associated cancer 
risk may be comparable for Ashkenazi 
Jews with and without this family his-
tory. 

The Montefi ore-Einstein BRCA-
community initiative was designed to 
accommodate people who were unable 
to access affordable screening due to 
a lack of personal or family history of 
BRCA-related cancers. In its pilot year, 
101 “high risk” and 88 “low risk” indi-
viduals were evaluated for BRCA mu-

BRACA gene community awareness initiative 
tations, with 8 and 2 BRCA carriers 
identifi ed in the groups, respectively.

“Our study fi ndings confi rm what 
leading geneticists have suggested for 
years, in that BRCA screening should 
be routinely offered to all interested 
adults of Ashkenazi Jewish descent,” 
said Susan Klugman, M .D., director, 
Reproductive and Medical Genetics, 
Montefi ore and Albert Einstein Col-
lege of Medicine. “If we followed cur-
rent screening recommendations, 
some individuals would have unde-
tected mutations and unknowingly be 
at signifi cantly increased risk for can-
cer. By participating in this initiative, 
these individuals can take steps to re-
duce their risk and disclose this infor-
mation to their relatives who also may 
be carriers.”

In addition to a need for updated 
testing recommendations, the study 
also identifi ed the need for improved 
healthcare insurance coverage.

“Most people do not recognize their 
own cancer risk levels, whether that 
risk is based on family cancer history 
or ancestry,” said Dr. Klugman, who is 
also a Professor of Clinical Obstetrics 
& Gynecology and Women’s Health at 
Einstein. “Going forward, in addition 
to general and provider education, 
more conversations are necessary to 
help guide conversations around the 
psychosocial, communal, and reli-
gious implications of identifying car-
riers and carrier families.”

The BRCAcommunity initiative 
was conducted in New York with the 
pilot study running from February 1, 
2015 to January 31, 2016. Participants 

timal rehabilitation, once they exit 
hospital doors.”

Sub-acute rehabilitation care pro-
vided in skilled nursing facilities of-
fers in-depth medical care combined 
with rehabilitation services so pa-
tients who are well enough to be dis-
charged from the hospital, but not 
yet fully able to care for themselves, 
are paired with trained providers 
who deliver compassionate, expert 
care to help residents achieve their 
highest potential. The sub-acute 
fl oor at the Hebrew Home, staffed 
by Montefi ore physicians, opened on 
October 1, and will accept referrals 
from all acute hospitals, as appropri-

ate. 
“Today is an exciting and histori-

cal day for the Hebrew Home at River-
dale and Montefi ore Health System,” 
said Daniel Reingold, president and 
CEO of RiverSpring Health, the par-
ent organization of the Hebrew Home.  
“This collaboration represents the 
next generation of care, building 
upon a more than 50 year relationship 
between our organizations.  The out-
standing clinical care of Montefi ore 
physicians, coupled with the compas-
sionate and responsive Hebrew Home 
care team, all under one roof, is a win-
ning combination for today’s rehabili-
tation patients.”

classifi ed as “high risk” for a BRCA 
mutation had standard genetic coun-
seling appointments and were offered 
appropriate genetic testing.  Counsel-
ing and testing was  conducted through 
typical health insurance models. Par-
ticipants classifi ed as “low risk” were 
offered subsidized BRCA founder mu-
tation testing for $100 along with com-
plimentary pretest genetic counsel-
ing.

The Montefi ore-Einstein PJGH ini-

tiative is ongoing and will continue to 
accommodate anyone of Ashkenazi de-
scent who wants to learn their BRCA 
status.  

The subsidized testing was made 
possible in part by a generous grant 
from the Foundation for Medical 
Evaluation and Early Detection. For 
more information about the initiative, 
please visit http://einstein.yu.edu/cen-
ters/jewish-genetic-health/brca-com-
munity-study/. 

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

Police are investigating a possible suicide that occurred last week in Throggs Neck.
According to a NYPD spokesman, police discovered the body of Harlem resident Ken-
neth Howe, 51, of 102 W. 134th Street, on Thursday, October 27 at 12:15 p.m. in the back 
seat of a car parked on Balcom Avenue. Police said Howe had an apparent self-infl icted 
gunshot wound to the head. Anyone with information about Howe’s death is asked to 
call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are kept strictly confi dential.

(Above) Police conducted a thorough investigation into the shooting death of a 
man found inside a car parked on Balcom Avenue. Photo by Edwin Soto

DEAD MAN FOUND IN CAR ON BALCOM AVE.
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The Bronx Zoo’s animals were not the only ‘wild life’ celebrating Halloween this year. The zoo hosted its fi rst-ever ‘Brew at the Zoo’ beer tasting on Saturday, October 
29 featuring over 40 craft breweries serving more than 100 variations of ales, lagers, porters, IPAs and more. The historic Astor Court came to life with live music and 
dancing, costume contests, lawn games and a photo booth.

Brew At The Zoo Lifts Halloween SpiritsBrew At The Zoo Lifts Halloween Spirits

(l-r) Quarterback Emily La Cava, bandito Brandon Call, peacock princess Lexi DeFrancisco and ghoul Evan Cava 
had fun celebrating the Bronx Zoo’s inaugural Brew at the Zoo. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Sean Clark (l) and Devon Lynch rode into the 
party in style. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Everyone had a great time celebrating the spirit of Halloween at Astor Court. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) BJ Batista, Brad Bart, Megan and Tim Spelman, Marly Batista and Will King-
sly colorfully displayed their NYC pride. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

John Calvelli (c), Wildlife Conservation Society Public Affairs execu-
tive director with doctors Maryanne (l) and Susan Jaconis. Photo by 
Silvio Pacifi co
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SWEENEY 
TODD

Book by Hugh Wheeler
Based on an adaptation  
by Christopher Bond
Music and Lyrics  
by Stephen Sondheim
Music Direction by Heather Edwards   

Directed by Nick Sala

STARRING 
Dominick Acocella
Brian J. Alvarado
Karen Andronico
Alex Arlotta
Sandra Benedetto
Megan Bruno
Dennis DeLeo
Mary DelVecchio
Demerre Files
John Hartigan
Joshua Judin
Vanessa Lynah
Thomas Losito
Katie McAllister
Robert McEvily
Jack McGuirk
Stephanie Murdock
Maurice Richard
Eugenia Rosa
Carol Serrano
Ryan Slone

Call or Text: 718/885.3066  
Email: tickets@cityislandtheatergroup.com         
Grace Hall, 116 City Island Avenue, Bronx, NY

Friday, Nov. 4,  8:00 PM
Saturday, Nov. 5,   8:00 PM
Sunday, Nov. 6,   3:00 PM

Friday, Nov. 11,   8:00 PM
Saturday, Nov. 12,  8:00 PM
Sunday, Nov. 13,   3:00 PM

Friday, Nov. 18,   8:00 PM
Saturday, Nov. 19,  8:00 PM
Sunday, Nov. 20,   3:00 PM

TICKETS
$20 -  Reservations, Seniors, Students,  

Bronx Culture Card
$22 - At the door

PERFORMANCE DATES
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SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

• Faculty Recital At Bronx House.................................63

• R.A.I.N. Flea Market/Wave Hill Events.....................63

• Do You Remember - R.H. Macy’s Logo...................61

Canada’s Royal Winni-
peg Ballet appears for the 
fi rst time at Lehman Center 
for the Performing Arts per-
forming Dracula on Sunday, 
November 13, at 6 p.m. Pro-
duced by Lehman Center.

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts is on the 
campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West. 

Tickets are $75* VIP, $45, 
$40, and $25 and can be pur-
chased by calling the Leh-
man Center box offi ce at (718) 
960-8833 (Monday through 
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and beginning at noon on 
the day of the concert), or 
through online access at 
www.LehmanCenter.org. 

*New This Season: Ha-
vana Café and Lehman Cen-
ter special VIP pre-concert 
wine andhors d’oeuvres re-
ception starting at 6:30 p.m. 

VIP tickets include the re-
ception and the best seats in 
the house. 

At the reception meet 
other patrons and the staff of 
Lehman Center. Sponsored 
by Havana Café Restaurant 
and Havana Club Puerto Ri-
can Rum. 

Lehman Center is acces-
sible by #4 or D train to Bed-
ford Park Blvd. and is off the 
Saw Mill River Parkway and 
the Major Deegan Express-
way. 

Low-cost on-site parking 
available for $5. Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet’s Dracula.

Lehman Center
presents Dracula
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R.H. Macy’s red star logo a reminder

  Rowland Hussey Macy Sr., August 30, 1822 to March 29, 1877.

I believe I can safely say 
that most, if not all, readers 
of this column have been to a 
Macy’s Department Store at 
least once. Most also noticed 
the big red star that serves as 
their logo but rare is the indi-
vidual who knows why it was 
chosen. It’s an old story that 
originated in R. H. Macy’s 
youth.

 R. H. Macy was born into 
a Quaker family on Nantucket 
Island, Massachusetts on Au-
gust 30, 1822, the fourth of six 
children. The Macy family 
had been among the original 
nine families who settled on 
the island in 1659. Another of 
the settlers was Christopher 
Hussey. I mention that be-
cause R. H. Macy’s full name 
is Rowland Hussey Macy. 

 The whaling industry be-
gan on Nantucket Island when 
a wayward scrub whale had 
the misfortune of venturing 
into their harbor in 1672. The 
locals killed it which began a 
tradition and way of life which 
lasted for almost two centu-
ries. A scarcity of whales, 
the great fi re of July 13, 1846, 
and competition from nearby 
New Bedford where access to 
the newly-arrived railroad 

brought the industry on Nan-
tucket to a close by about 1850. 

This trend did not go unno-
ticed by Macy who worked on 
the Emily Morgen, a whaling 
ship, from July of 1833 to July 
of 1837.   It was a new ship, a 
whaling bark built in Maine 
and heading to the Pacifi c 
Ocean out of New Bedford un-
der the command of George 
G. Ray.    It was on that voyage 
that Macy had a red star tat-
tooed on his hand, a constant 
reminder of what real hard 
and dangerous work was all 
about. That star would stay 
with him for the rest of his life, 
a constant reminder of how he 
did not want to spend the rest 
of his days. The catch of each 
ship was divided among the 
crew based on the position of 
the crewman after the own-
ers took sixty to 70% off the 
top.  Macy was assigned to the 
forecastle mast and would be 
entitled to the least portion 
of the haul.  That trip netted 

no whale bone, only seven-
teen barrels of baleen whale 
oil and 1428 barrels of sperm 
oil, a rather meager catch. It 
was not a very lucrative ven-
ture and would be both his 
fi rst and last.  His next ven-
ture would be land-based re-
tail sales. Through trial and 
error, that would prove quite 
successful.

Meanwhile the population 
of Nantucket Island began to 
decline with the whaling in-
dustry and fell by about 28% 
from 1850 to 1860. The trend 
continued and by 1920 fell to 
2,797 only a fraction of its size 
when whaling was the main 
industry. It wasn’t until 1920 
that the population began to 
rise again. It is now a popular 
vacation area and a good num-
ber of the rich and famous 
have summer homes there. As 
to R. H. Macy, he passed away 
suddenly on a trip to Paris and 
is now a permanent resident 
of the Bronx where he rests 

in peace in the Crown Grove 
plot of Woodlawn Cemetery 
not far from the roaring traf-
fi c of Webster Avenue and the 

Bronx River Parkway.  I think 
he’d prefer that location to the 
violent churning oceans he 
encountered in his teens.

REPRINTED FROM 1/12/2012
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Bronx House School for Per-

forming Arts invites members, 
friends and community residents 
to its annual faculty recital on Sat-
urday, November 19 at 3 p.m. in the 
Bronx House auditorium. The con-
cert will include a variety of music 
from classical and contemporary 
repertoire and diverse dance styles. 
Admission to the program is free 
with a suggested $5 contribution to 
benefi t the Heilbrunn Music School 
Scholarship Fund. The concert will 
be followed by a reception for the per-
formers and audience.

The School for Performing Arts 
faculty is comprised of professionals 
who are active musicians and per-
formers who hold advanced degrees 
from schools including Juilliard, 
Mannes, the Manhattan School of 
Music, Indiana University and NYU. 

They also include émigré instrumen-
talists who once played in orchestras 
in Russia and Albania. 

Bronx House School for Perform-
ing Arts offers year round music and 
dance classes for all ages, including 
ongoing registration for private in-
struction in piano, guitar, voice, vi-
olin, drums, and other instruments. 
The school offers scholarships to stu-
dents who qualify for fi nancial assis-
tance as well as instruments avail-
able for loan, free of charge.

Bronx House is located at 990 Pel-
ham Parkway South.  For more in-
formation call 718-792-1800 ext. 235 
or visit our website at www.bronx-
house.org.

* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events in-
clude:

Friday, November 11: Sympo-

sium: Of Nature: How do artists en-
gage communities, increase aware-
ness about urban ecology and 
conduct projects that remediate en-
vironmental problems? Be part of 
the conversation at this all-day sym-
posium, which brings together wide 
ranging thinkers and spotlights 
New York City projects with a focus 
on the Bronx. 

Saturday, November 12; Sunday, 
November 13: Family Art Project: 
Dances With Leaves: Toss fall leaves 
in the wind, walk through a giant leaf 
pile or use them to fashion a festive 
crown. Make artful arrangements to 
carry home, and explore the earthy 
colors of fall in paper leaf-prints and 
framed hangings. 

Saturday, November 12: Garden 
Highlights Walk: An hour-long tour 
of seasonal garden highlights. 

Saturday, November 12: Gallery 
Tour: Join Wave Hill’s Curatorial 
Fellow for a tour of Glyndor Gallery 
exhibitions. Jackie Brookner: Of Na-
ture is a retrospective that traces the 
expansive work of an artist focused 
on environmental issues. In the Sun-
room Project Space, Denise Treiz-
man’s playful sculptural installation 
emphasizes the throwaway culture 
prevalent today, juxtaposing vestiges 
of urban culture with the natural en-
vironment surrounding it. 

Sunday, November 13: Fall Bird-

ing: Wave Hill’s garden setting over-
looking the Hudson River provides 
the perfect habitat for resident and 
migrating birds. Naturalist Ga-
briel Willow contributes his exten-
sive knowledge of bird species and 
their behaviors on these captivating 
walks. Birders of all levels welcome. 

Sunday, November 13: Family Na-
ture Walk: Join naturalist and edu-
cator Gabriel Willow on a family-
friendly walk through the gardens or 
woodlands. Ages six and older wel-
come with an adult. Free with admis-
sion to the grounds.

Sunday, November 13: Garden-
ing Workshop: Kokedama: Originat-
ing in Japan, kokedama are living 
plant and moss spheres bound up 
with string. Choose from a variety 
of houseplants and design your own 
kokedama under the guidance of gar-
dener and fl orist Anna Macoboy. Sim-
ple to care for, these hanging plants 
bring a new style of indoor gardening 
to your home. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For further informa-
tion call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

* * *

R.A.I.N. Middletown Senior 

Center, 3035 Middletown Road, will 
host a fl ea market on Thursday, No-
vember 10, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Lots of arts and crafts. Something 
for everyone.

Faculty recital at Bronx House; RAIN fl ea market

BY DOROTHEA POGGI
Save the date: 

Monday, November 
14 at the Fort Schuy-
ler House, 7:30 p.m.,  
there will be a public 
meeting to educate 
and collect opinions 
on two very different proposals to 
develop the 19 acres of waterfront 
that is between Emerson Avenue 
and the Bronx-Whitestone Bridge. 
Originally a large salt water marsh 
known as Baxter Creek Inlet (simi-
lar to the Pell Sanctuary along the 
Hutchinson River across from Co-
Op City), this area was a landfi ll. 
The crescent shape was manmade 
as a mini Orchard Beach by Robert 
Moses that was never completed 
that was named Pleasant Park. 

• The NYC Parks Department 
has a plan to put a 10-foot wide zig 
zag asphalt walking path through 
this area with a small 10-car park-
ing lot. The new reduced plan will 
be fenced in near the bridge with a 
3- to 4-foot barrier on the Emerson 
Avenue side. There will be no secu-
rity, no specifi ed maintenance, no 
lighting.

Note* This design has been 
trimmed down from the original 
impressive plan from 2005 that 
Friends of Ferry Point and the 
community supported with a snack 
bar/restroom, outside dining, a 
small sandy urban beach, a canoe/
kayak launch, two levels of path-
ways, walking bridges over the 
wetlands, four small pocket park-
ing areas, surrounded by large con-
crete retaining walls. 

• The Trump Links has a plan 
to enhance their 17th and 18th 
holes to bring a PGA tournament 
to Throggs Neck with a smaller na-
ture path, maintenance, security, 
with only permitted public access 
and a sanctuary for birds and wild-
life.

Come express 
what you want for 
your community.

The Ferry Point 
area has been going 
through its usual 
neighborhood prob-
lem. Besides the 

newly paved streets that we thank 
Senator Jeff Klein for helping with 
and the various signage changes 
to eliminate parking along the 
Hutchinson River Pkwy South Ser-
vice road thanks to Community 
Board 10 and NYC Department of 
Transpotation, we want to thank 
Thomas Accomando who now rep-
resents us as a community board 
member.       

He serves on various commit-
tees (with his time consuming ad-
vocacy) and has made some im-
portant, changes to our mixed use 
area (Industrial Park/ Residential 
neighborhood). 

With Tom’s voice right in the 
mix of the other hard working com-
munity board leaders, he has been 
able to reach out to agencies and 
others that can actually help us 
deal with the many encroachments 
of the businesses without hamper-
ing their actual functioning and 
without costly fi nes.

We are glad to say that the 95-fam-
ily homeless shelter at the old Capri 
Motel is still having meetings with 
the community every few months. 
This gives us a chance to express 
our concerns and have some ad-
dressed. We still feel it is a strange 
and awkward place for families to 
live comfortably with no laundro-
mat nearby and children bussed to 
various schools.

Check out our many (subject ori-
ented) facebook groups. The main 
one: Bronx Community Board 10: 
CN - Concerned Neighbors and our 
new website at www.ferrypoint-
park.org.
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
One of the dangers of run-

ning a CSA is access to the ex-
tra vegetables that the farm 
sends.  We do a terrifi c job of 
sharing extras with our vol-
unteers and our neighbors 
who have been so wonderful 
about the parking situation on 
Monday nights. Every week 
this season we have donated 
the extras to a variety of char-
ities:  the Sisters Servants of 
Mary, a food pantry in the Bel-
mont section of the Bronx, the 
students at St. Joseph’s School 
for the Deaf, the summer pro-
gram at Confetti Kids and the 
Preston Garden Girls have all 
received produce from us.  

There are core members, 
those of us that handle the pro-
moting and organizing of the 
CSA, that will sometimes say, 
hey, I’ll take those extra toma-
tillos and make salsa for next 
week.  The problem is for me, 
that even though we only get a 
half share, the extra vegetable 
here and there has kind of got-
ten out of control for me this 
year.  A few weeks ago, I had 
to call in the troops and got 
two friends to come over and 
cook with me for six hours. 
This weekend, I had my hus-
band around to help me and 
we were a fl urry of activity.

The two methods of pres-
ervation we worked on this 

weekend were freezing and 
making ‘quick pickles’.  But-
ternut squash, chioggia beets, 
sweet potatoes and carrots 
were all cooked and pureed in 
the food mill.  The two quart 
bags of squash and the one 
bag of sweet potatoes were 
simply frozen to be used dur-
ing the winter for a number of 
dishes (ravioli, pierogi, torte 
or a savory pudding).  The 
carrots and the beets were 
combined with beef stock and 
turned into soup and then fro-
zen (two quarts of each).  I had 
one quart worth of  late sea-
son plum tomatoes, so I par-
boiled, peeled and froze those 
for sauce.

The other method of preser-
vation we employed was pick-
ling.  We love radishes and I 
totally went overboard with 
those, so I decided to trim, 
clean and slice a good amount 
of them on the mandoline and 
made Spicy Radish Pickles.  I 
had a few turnips and some 
shallots so I combined them 
and made Turnip Shallot 
Pickles.  I know a lot of people 
want to try making pickles but 
are daunted by the safety is-
sues.  However, I have always 
advocated the quick pickle as 
a way to introduce yourself to 
the process.  Here’s the thing 
about quick pickles:  they are 
quick to make and so delicious 

that you’ll eat them quickly.
I have made quick pickles 

with zucchini, cucumbers, 
carrots, daikon radish, onion, 
garlic scape, cherry tomatoes, 
turnips, beets and radishes.  
Recipes abound on the inter-
net and over the years, I have 
collected a few that are spe-
cifi c to each vegetable.  The 
key is getting yourself a man-
doline which is essential for 
getting the veggies sliced thin 
enough that the quick mari-
nade works.  Clean jars and 
lids are also important and a 
quick rinse in the dishwasher 
will do just fi ne.  If you don’t 
have a dishwasher, wash the 
jars with the hottest water 
you can handle in the sink.  
There’s no science to know-
ing how many jars you need, 
just have some on hand.  Once 
you’ve cleaned, trimmed and 
sliced the vegetable of choice, 
pack the slices into the jars 
leaving a half inch from the 
top.  

Once the jars are packed, 
calculate how much volume 
you have used.  So for exam-

ple, when I made the radish 
pickles this weekend, I fi lled 
six 8-ounce mason jars or a to-
tal volume of 48 ounces.  Since 
I packed the jars pretty tightly, 
I made the assumption that 
half of the volume was taken 
up by radish slices, so I calcu-
lated that I needed 24 ounces 
of brining liquid.  

The basic recipe for bring-
ing liquid is ¾ cup (or 6 
ounces) of vinegar plus ¾ cup 
of water for a total of 12 ounces 
of brining liquid.  To that, I 
add 3 tablespoons of honey, 
maple syrup or sugar plus 2 
teaspoons of salt.  Depending 
on how much brining liquid I 
need to fi ll the jars, I can mul-
tiply or adjust the recipe.  For 
the radish pickles, I made a 
double batch of the brining 
liquid.

Another adjustment to the 
recipe is the spices and herbs 
you decide to use.  For the 
radish pickles, I put a half 
teaspoon of red pepper pow-
der and a pinch of sumac in 
top of each jar.  For the tur-
nip shallot pickles, I used 
some star anise and allspice 
berries.  Play around and ex-
periment with what you have 
on hand.

Once you have calculated 
the amount of brining liquid 
you need to make, combine the 
vinegar, water, sugar and salt 

in a non-reactive saucepan (I 
use a small enamel lined stock 
pot).  Heat the mixture to a boil, 
turn off the heat and carefully 
pour the liquid into the jars.  I 
will warn you that boiled vin-
egar is a strong smell, so make 
sure you keep an eye on it so 
that it does not boil over and 
stink up your house.  Use a 
funnel if you have one, I use a 
small soup ladle and dole out 
the liquid spoonful by spoon-
ful into the jars, allowing the 
liquid to settle.  Use a skewer 
to poke around each bottle to 
eliminate air bubbles.  Before 
closing the jars, wipe the jars 
with a clean paper towel to en-
sure a good seal.  Leave the jars 
on the counter to seal while 
the brining liquid cools down.  
You may even hear some of the 
jars pop.  Once the liquid has 
cooled down, put the jars in 
your fridge.  Give the pickles a 
few days to marinate and then 
start using them.  

     I love pickles and fi nd no 
problem with adding them to 
sandwiches, salads and even 
tacos (seriously, radish pickles 
in a taco are awesome).  The 
pickles will last in your fridge 
for a few months, but once the 
jars are opened, try to fi nish 
them within a month.   

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.  

BY GENE DEFRANCIS 
We have been keeping a 

close eye on the recent devel-
opments of Barnes & Noble 
relocating from their Bay 
Plaza location. From what 
I’m told they are defi nitely 
leaving their current location 
and rejected a spot inside the 
Bay Plaza Mall. But we also 
hear they want to stay in the 
Bronx.

So that leads us to publicly 
say the following... Barnes & 
Noble... consider Allerton.

Currently Allerton Avenue 
has a space available on (wait 
for it) Barnes Avenue. The old 
D’Alessio property is large 
and few blocks away from the 
2 IRT train. With some avail-
able parking in the back.

What we do not have is 
heavy foot traffi c. Which is 
why we need you. An anchor 
store in our community would 
be a boon to it. Drawing foot 
traffi c. We offering exciting 
new dining options. Plenty of 
residents. And we are primed 

and ready for a business like 
Barnes & Noble to draw a 
crowd.

If you agree. Start spread-
ing the word and ask Barnes 
& Noble to come to Allerton. 
To Barnes Avenue where they 
belong.

You may have noticed a new 
stop light on Williamsbridge 
Road between Mace and War-
ing. After the last fatality that 
took place something had to 
be done. Yes pedestrians have 
to take some accountability. 
If there is not a cross walk do 
not cross. It is not worth the 
risk. However when an over-
whelming amount of resi-
dents seek convenience to get 
to their local store from their 
home. Something needs to be 
corrected. So there will be 
a crosswalk and pedestrian 
street light. So motorist be 
aware and always drive care-
fully. Take your time. And ev-
eryone will arrive alive.

We got hit with some pretty 
unpredictable weather. Our 

pumpkin carving event went 
ahead in spite of very cold 
temperatures. We believe next 
year... As diffi cult as it is to 
transport these heavy pump-
kins. We may just schedule it 
for an indoor event every year. 
Or perhaps invest in a large 
heated tent. If we can fi nd the 
funding we can also make it 
a full costume party and cel-
ebration. We will talk more 
about this next year. But want 
to thank everyone who braved 
the weather and came out to 
help decorate our tree.

We want to again thank 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
Senator Jeff Klein and our 
neighbors at Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association for 
their great job in putting to-

gether the Halloween Party at 
P.S. 105. Again we experienced 
bad weather. But many stuck 
it out and made it over to the 
party.

Thank you Fr. Pergjini of 
St. Lucy’s. Again the weather 
was cold but a few residents 
came out for the blessing our 
Mother Teresa mural. We were 
also touched by the residents 
who laid fl owers at the mural. 
It was very beautiful to see and 
we are glad that is has meant 
so much to our residents.

We want to thank those 
who made this mural possible: 
Izzy Inks and Kacer of UMXS, 
the Spoto Family, the Farenga 
Family,  Laura Faustini An-
nunziata, John Marano, John 
Provetto, John Cerini, Carl 
Salonen, Stephanie Raptis, 
Larry Mauriello and George 
Calle for helping our associa-
tion see this vision through. It 
is everything we hoped for.

The best part of the fl ea 
market experience this month 
was getting some fresh air and 

interacting with our neigh-
bors. Getting closer with fa-
miliar faces and getting to 
know some new ones. We truly 
live in a great community. 
Don’t let a few rotten apples 
spoil the basket. Get out and 
meet the people you live with. 
We are all in this together.

Keep up with us on our Fa-
cebook page Allerton Interna-
tional Merchants. Email us at 
AllertonMerchants@gmail.
com.

Collection for the holiday 
lights has begun. Get your 
checks in now. And thank you 
as always for participating. I 
can’t tell you how many com-
ments I have heard regarding 
the lights. Our neighbors and 
your customers truly appreci-
ate it.

And we are still working to 
fi nding a home for an urgent 
care facility.

Clean up after your pet and 
the front of your business and 
home. If everyone does a little 
... Big things happen.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
AND RATES CALL (718) 260-4593
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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3590 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx NY 10465
718-792-9258
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:
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“I’d love to come in and say we’re the underdog, but 
I always see a lot of schedule, but they have their 
‘white-outs’ or whatever they are against Manhattan. 
So that’s all you need to know right know.”
STEVE MASIELLO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

BY LAURA AMATO
There was a wall across the 

end zone and Cardinal Spellman 
couldn’t break through. 

The Pilots wrapped up the 
regular season with an 18-16 loss 
to Moore Catholic, stalled at the 
goal line in the fi nal seconds of 
the CHSFL matchup. Spellman 
wasn’t able to hold on to a 16-6 
halftime lead as Moore Catho-
lic’s Ian Brown returned a third-
quarter punt for the go-ahead 
touchdown. 

Spellman did its best to rally 
late, marching down the fi eld 
in the waning minutes of the 
matchup, but the Pilots couldn’t 
push the ball through on a 
fourth-and-inches just outside 
the end zone. The squad argued 
for several minutes that the ball 
had crossed the plane, but their 
protests fell on deaf ears as soon 
as the fi nal whistle was snapped. 

The Pilots dropped four 
straight to wrap up the regular 
season and head into the play-
offs as the No. 3 seed in the ‘A’ 
bracket. Spellman will face off 
against No. 2 Xaverian in a re-
match of last year’s title game. 

John F. Kennedy 32, New 
Dorp 24: The Knights broke the 
game open in the fourth quar-
ter, racking up 16 points to grab 
a much-needed City Conference 
victory on Oct. 28. 

New Dorp nearly staged the 
late-game comeback on the arm 
of quarterback Anthony Allen. 
The junior went 14-for-25 under 
center for 198 passing yards and 
one touchdown. 

St. Anthony’s 41, Cardinal 
Hayes 40: The Cardinals did 
their best to stage the late-game 
rally, scoring 22 points in the fi -
nal 12 minutes, but it was too lit-
tle, too late in the CHSFL tilt. 

Christian Anderson contin-
ued to be dominant out of the 
pocket, completing 14 passes for 
a whopping 344 yards and fi ve 
touchdowns. Lucas Nuñez was, 
once again, Anderson’s favorite 
target, hauling in nine passes for 
276 yards and three touchdowns. 

Tahshawn Brinson led the 
ground game with 99 yards and 

Spellman can’t 
rally, falls to 

Moore Catholic 
in regular

season fi nale

Continued on Page 78

BY LAURA AMATO
There were chances, the 

Fordham Prep football team 
just couldn’t seize them. 

The Rams dropped their 
regular-season fi nale on Oct. 
29, falling 41-7 at to Christ the 
King in a game that was chock-
full of almosts and should-
have-beens. 

“We were in positions to 
make plays and we just didn’t 
make plays,” said Fordham 
Prep coach Pete Gorynski. 
“They had an opportunity 
and we dropped at least two 
touchdown passes today. To 
have those kinds of situations, 
you’re just not going to win.”

Christ the King got on the 
board fi rst as Tosin Oyekanmi 
hauled in a 42-yard pass in the 
waning minutes of the fi rst 
quarter, but Fordham Prep 
knotted the game at seven-all 
midway through the second 
when Matt Conlon recovered 
a Royals fumble and returned 
it 35 yards for a touchdown. 

That, however, was all 
Fordham Prep would get. 

The Rams offense couldn’t 
fi nd its rhythm throughout 
the night and the defense 
struggled slow down Christ 
the King once the Royals 
started running the ball late 
in the half. 

Siddiq Muhammad gave 
the Royals a 27-7 lead head-
ing into halftime with a pair 
of touchdown runs in the fi nal 
minute and a half of the sec-
ond quarter, effectively put-
ting the Rams back on their 
heels. 

“I saw green,” said Mu-
hammad, who fi nished with 
128 rushing yards in the fi rst 
half. “And my coach told me 
when you see green, just take 
it. So that’s what I did.”

Fordham Prep needed to 
put points on the board out of 
the break, but the Rams, once 
again, struggled to move the 
ball. Quarterback Matt Va-
lecce was picked off on the fi rst 
two pass attempts of the third 
quarter – a rare occurrence 
for the junior who has been 
his team’s offensive spark all 
season. 

“The second intercep-
tion was on him – not the 
fi rst,” Gorynski said. “I sus-
pect he was pressured. And 
if he had time he could sit 
on the dig and they could 
have come over and Mat-
thew would have delivered. 
He didn’t have the time and 
when you’re getting smacked 
around all day, I understand 
it.”

Valecce, almost, jump-
started the Rams late in the 
third, but his pass to the 
end zone was dropped when 
Christ the King’s secondary 
delivered a bruising hit on 
Thomas Natkin. 

Fordham Prep wasn’t able 
to fi nd much momentum af-
ter that. Of course, two more 
Christ the King touchdowns 
– including Nicholas Hunt-
er’s 80-yard fumble recov-
ery and return – didn’t help 
much either. 

“I noticed this week, com-
pared to last week, there was 
more of an urgency,” said 
Royals coach Jason Brown. 
“We’ve got a lot of talent and 
we’ve got to bring it early and 
stay consistent with it.”

It doesn’t get any easier 
for Fordham Prep, which 
will face off against Iona 
Prep in the opening round of 

the CHSFL playoffs. The fi rst 
time the two teams met ear-
lier in the season, the Gaels 
notched a 50-point victory. 

Still, the Rams are deter-
mined to fi nd the silver lin-
ing – knowing a postseason 
run is possible as long as 
they take advantage of in-
game opportunities. 

“I tell them, this time ev-
ery year, there’s three sea-
sons. The regular season, 
the playoffs and Thanksgiv-
ing Day,” Gorynski said. “It’s 
going to be extraordinarily 
challenging, but we just have 
to rally up, try to take some-
thing from this.”

FORDHAM PREP’S MISCUES 
LEAD TO LOSS IN FINAL

Fordham Prep junior quarterback Matt Valecce threw an uncharacteristic two interceptions in the Rams’ 41-7 
loss to Christ the King on Oct. 29. Photo by Robert Cole
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AFC Rapid Soccer Week 8 Highlights
BANTAMS

Prime Realty Group played Ann 
Clairs Catering n a well played game by 
both teams.  Both teams played strong 
and never gave up.  Prime Realty Group 
was able to pull out a 5 – 2 win.  Edward 
Vargas fi red up the offense with el gas-
olino with 4 goals, James Addario with 
1 goal/2 assists, Isabella Perry with 1 as-
sist, and Tyler Wilson with 1 assist.  Mak-
ing great plays and winning the ball back 
for their team were; Lucca Amoretti, Sa-
mantha Riera, and Lily Whelan.  Aaron 
Rivera stood strong in goal with 4 saves.  
Lets’ keep this going, that’s 8 in a row.  
STREAK!!!!!!!!

Charlie’s Angels won against St Bene-
dicts. Both teams played their hearts out 
and worked together as a team. Great de-
fense was played by Kate Tiernen and So-
phia Nelms. Irvin Ruiz scored both goals 
with help from his amazing offense Mar-
cello Maschia, Jace Guistino, and Saw-
yer Burns. Dylan Frey and Jordan Cruz 
played hard to work the ball up the fi eld. 
Ava Frey and Ella Burns kept the ball out 
of the net while playing exceptional goal.

GCT came back with a new energy! 
Rich Guarneri, Max Smith and Giorgio 
Giacinto fi red up the offense and secured 
a win.The goalie, Ryan Kiely, stopped ev-
ery attempt to score that came his way. 
Jada Murphy and Isabella Rodriguez 
dominated on the defensive end. Mario 
Impemba, Autumn Fuerst, and Lily Ro-
driguez rounded out the team’s effort 
with impressive plays on both sides of the 
fi eld. Again, Frankie Mosca showed a lot 
of heart playing with a taped up ankle!. 

Rainbow Palace Day Care 3 All 
Around Security 0 Jacob Smith contin-
ued his scoring streak with 8 goals in two 
games over the weekend. Great defending 
by Angelina Rodriguez and Isabella D’oro 
helped the team stay top of their division. 

Finest auto body has had back to back 
wins, with both games ending in a 2-0 
victory against Ann Clairs Catering and 
Morris Park Realty. Kaelyn Newgent was 
stellar in both games as their goalie shut-
ting out both teams. Daniel Pemberton 
was an offensive powerhouse with 4 goals 
in 2 games. Arianna Vasquez and Mason 
Keane dominated in the back fi eld keep-
ing the opposing teams scoring chance 
to a minimum. Lauren Esposito and Ili-
anna Torres both provide great offensive 
play with multiple breaks towards goal in 
both games. 

INTERNATIONAL CATERERS vs 
Sensory Works 7-2

The fi red up Amber Kurtovic once 
again took her team for the win, scoring 
all 7 goals with a hat trick and scoring 
goals from mid fi eld. Her assist were from 
her sister Emma Kurtovic and teammate 
Natalie Castro. Strong offensive players 
were Adriana Flores and Alessandra 
Romeo. Blocking 3 shots from Sensory 
works was Olivia Torres.

“Let’s keep up this undefeated 
streak.”

MINORS
Exciting fi rst half at this week’s game. 

Brewskies Bar & Grill vs Island Cur-
rent. Island Current would like to thank 
Brewskies Bar & Grill for the fi rst goal of 
the game. Second goal was scored by Dan-
iel Lopez assisted by David Pemberton. 
Third goal was a no assist by David Pem-
berton. Second half neither team scored. 
Final score Island Current beat Brews-
kies Bar & Grill 3-0. 

Loretta’s Pizza met up against Spot 
On.It was a great match that went in fa-
vor of Loretta’s pizza by the score of 1-0. 
Offensively Loretta was led all afternoon 
by Sal Duran,Sophia Duran,and Brian 
Jurado. Ultimately a lone score by Brian 
Jurado stood up to secure the win. Defen-
sively, Abbie Kramer, Brianna Murphy, 
Lyan Sap and Ethan Mella shut down 
the offensive attack by Spot On. Goalie 
William Muirragui-Codjoe secured the 
shut out by not allowing the ball to pass 
the net. It was a great team win since the 
team played with only 10 players.....kids 
played their hearts out!!!!

Louie & Ernies had a 3-1 victory over 
Loretta’s pizza. Andy Badalati scored 2 
of the 3 goals along with Brandon Crowe 
who had a very special goal for his 
Grandma. Offensive efforts by Dan Wie-
hler, Erin Crowe, Mia Hernandez, Gabby 
Geirum, Sean Koviac, Stefan Jeriovc and 
Isabella Fallon were defi nitely noticed. 
Defense was kept tight by Victoria Ma-
lone, Victoria Guilano , Evan Frey and 
Dylan Luongo in goal.

Spot On played the undefeated Ad-
vance Solutions, it was a tough game for 
both teams. Spot On’s Leo Vasquez scored 
fi rst, with an assist from Thomas Giampa, 
and then held AS to only one goal as the 
entered the half. Although Spot On took 
a loss, they gave Advanced one of their 
toughest games of the season. Additional 
offensive stand outs were Daniella Mosca 
and Andrew Jones. Defensively William 
Gonzalez, Victoria Digirolamo, Ava Diaz 
did an amazing job, along with goalie Da-
mian Hegarty.

GIRLS MAJORS
Capital Shield Agency defeated Stan’s 

Sports Bar 3-1. Standout defense played 
by Maimuna, Maria and Chata. Goals 
scored by Ami and Riley with assists by 
Aine and Rebecca. Shout out to Hulaye 
and Jayleen for staying on players from 
the opposing team. Great effort by all. Go 
shield! 

Conquest & Crowe once again faced 
off against P. Hegarty Building, earn-
ing a 4-0 victory. C&C’s Georgia Argyros 
scored twice, supported by two more goals 
from Nicolette Dininno and Amanda 
Pjetrushi. Strong offensive play was also 
turned in by Lauren Kenny and Kayleigh 
Crowe (each with assists and shots off the 
post). Nicole Grossman and Kaicey Leon-
ard were all over the fi eld and controlled 
the pace of play. Very strong defensive 
efforts were turned in by Tori & Sydney 
Anderson, Emilia Hewitt and Gabby Din-
inno in front of fearless goalie Suzanna 
Malshyti.

Hegarty Building defeated Sisto 4-1 
with a brace from Kaylin Quadulpe and 

goals from Taylor Russin and Reina Mc-
Neil. Grace Cammarata made some nice 
passes. Isabella Vento kept a clean sheet 
in the second half. Abigal Harkins moved 
the play. Megan Rosado and Mikayla De-
luca stepped it up on Defense along with 
Nalini Rumardo. While Madison Ro-
sado displayed some nice footwork as did 
Franceca Hegarty. Overall it was a team 
effort. 

BOYS MAJORS
Schuyler Hill met up against Alfi e’s 

Place. Schuyler Hill, for a second consec-
utive game,hit their stride as a team both 
defensively and offensively.Offense was 
led by 2 goals by Vance Calderin. Ralphie 
Pulitano, Darin Jurado,and Vincenzo 
Iodice assisted on the goals respectively. 
Defensively...Schuyler Hill was very solid 
led by Goalie Geo Rodriguez bringing the 
shut out win. Albert Rugova, Anthony 
Cardillo, Antonio Acevedo ,Matthew Fe-
bles and Darien Dodson blanked the offen-
sive effort by Alfi e’s Place all afternoon. 
GREAt team win today for Schuyler Hill 
by the score of 2-0....Let’s keep up the pace 
and continue the great team play.

INTERMEDIATES
Scavello’s once again shut out McNul-

ty’s with a 1-0 win. Justin Foster assisted 
Mcnultys in scoring. An amazing show of 
teamwork from Max Wiehler, Conner De-
latore, Gabriel Sanchez, Nick Armenta, 
Anthony Pounce and Christopher Crowe. 
So much effort was made by the defen-
sive team to keep this game at 0. Finn 
Wiehler, Joe Vento, Nelson Nunez, Brian 
Baumann and Nicolas Tripoli worked so 
well together. Blaise Baumann was ex-
ceptional in goal.

Make up games from

10/9 and 10/23

BANTAMS
Prime Realty Group won due to a for-

feit.
GCT played a re-match game. Al-

though GCT fought hard, they fell 
short in a loss to Rainbow Palace. Rich 
Guarneri scored the only goal for GCT. 
Ryan Kiely, Isabella Rodriguez and Jada 
Murphy showed a great deal of effort on 
the defensive end. Max Smith, Giorgio 
Giacinto and Lily Rodriguez played hard 
on both sides of the fi eld. The team would 
like to send a special thanks to Frankie 
Mosca, who played on a newly healed an-
kle sprain!

Rainbow Palace Day Care 5 Global 
Container 1

Burns & Rodriguez started their 2 
game weekend off with a W! Matthew 
Keeney fi nally got that long awaited for 
fi rst goal to give his team a 1-0 lead for 
the entire fi rst half off a beautiful assist 
from Joseph Tucci!. Mia Lappe and Avery 
Kelly were once again a strong force in 
goal only allowing 1 goal between the two 
of them! Jadelyn Sanchez and Amanda 
Dziuma were a tag team defense and a 
force to be reckoned with. Morgan Marti-
nucci hustled like a champ and provided 

all the teams free kicks with that strong 
kick of hers! And last but not least, Jack-
son Bauman continuing his hot streak 
with a literal last minute goal to win it for 
the team 2-1!!!!

MINORS
Sunday’s rainout game was a good one. 

Island Current versus Bronxville Auto 
Collision. Joshua Nunez, David Pember-
ton and Julian Mendoza all scored no as-
sist goals. Game had to be stopped due to 
the rain a little after halftime. Final score 
4-0 Island Current with the win!!! 

Spot On played a make up game against 
Loretta’s Pizza, where the fi nal score was 
1 - 0, Loretta’s. Spot On was down a few key 
players, but played an awesome game. It 
was some of the most intensive playing we 
seen all year. Offensively Daniella Mosca 
had multiple breakaways and shots fi red, 
Aaron Diaz and Mathilda Hirschorn 
played with both passion and technical 
skill. Defensively, goalie Damian Hegarty 
had multiple stops while stand outs like 
Troy Carillo, Sofi a Caprigliore and Chris 
Jones played ferociously. Their coach 
Frank Mosca was extremely proud of 
them this weekend

GIRLS MAJORS
With such short notice and no subs, 

Capital Shield Agency took a loss of 2-1. 
That didn’t stop the shield from holding 
on until the end. Great game played by all 
with a shout out to Aine Sheehan and Re-
becca Cerini. 

Conquest & Crowe continued its win-
ning ways, topping Capital Shield by a 
Score of 2-1. C&C’s Nicolette Dininno 
and Georgia Argyros both netted goals, 
supported by great offensive play from 
Amanda Pjetrushi, Kayleigh Crowe, 
Kaicey Leonard, Nicole Grossman and 
Jade Haney. Very strong defensive efforts 
were turned in by Suzanna Malshyti, Tori 
& Sydney Anderson, Samantha Forese 
and Gabby Dininno in front of acrobatic 
netminder, Lauren Kenny.

INTERMEDIATES
Scavello’s defeated McNulty 1-0 with 

a lone goal from Max Wiehler. Incredi-
ble teamwork from Chris Crowe, Conner 
Delatore, Justin Foster, Nick Armenta 
and Anthony Pounce. Defensive players 
Joe Vento, Brian Baumann, Finn Wie-
hler, Nicholas Tripoli and Nelson Nunez 
helped Blaise the beast in goal Baumann 
get a shut out.

10/23 BANTAM RECAP
GCT earned a 6-1 victory over their 

opponent. GCT worked well together and 
showed a great team effort! Ryan Kiely, 
goalie, and his defensive line, Isabella Ro-
driguez and Jada Murphy, kept their op-
ponent to only one goal. Rich Guarnieri 
and Giorgio Giancinto solidifi ed the win 
with 3 goals each. Autumn Fuerst, Mario 
Impemba, Lily Rodriguez and Max Smith 
added to the victory with great passes and 
plays on both sides of the fi eld. Although 
Frank Mosca was injured, he came to sup-
port and cheer on his team! 
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2016 Warriors Football Week 7
Last week (week#6) all the games 

were rained out .The Jr. Pee Wee 
games were made up this Sunday 
and next Sunday(11/6) the Pee Wee 
games will be made up.

On Friday night our Jr. Pee Wee 
Jets and Giants  participated during 
and before the Columbia University 
vs Yale Ivy League football game. 
The attendance was outstanding as 
all our players and parents had a ter-
rifi c time. Thanks to Warriors Presi-
dent Joe Desimone for setting up this 
event.

FLAG FOOTBALL
Outstanding players for Pruzzo’s 

Supermarket Apache were Uriel 
Gayle and Pharaoh Gayle , from the 
Bronx Design Group Cherokee were 
Vincent Lauriola and Jason Pessoni 
, from the Barino’s Market Mohi-
cans were Marc Tulipano  and Dan-
iel Saldiveri,  and from the Parkview 
Sports Center Sioux were Arthur 
Ray  and  Andrew Colon.

JUNIOR PEE WEE DIVISION
The fi rst game of the day was 

the Middletown Animal Clinic 
Chiefs(1-4) vs.Jimmy Ryan’s Gi-
ants(4-1)

The Giants two TD’s were scored 
by Jayden Ramirez and Ian Bonilla 
on running plays as they were led by 
the Giants outstanding O line who 
played great all day. The Giants D led 
by Frank Serrano played outstand-
ing earning the shutout. Final Score 
Giants 14 Chiefs 0

The second game pitted the Cardi-
nal Spellman Jets(4-1) vs.O’Connor 
Carpet Bears(1-4)

The Jets TD’s were by QB Nico-
las Bustamante and NDulbsi Nwosu 
the xp’s were scored by Daniel Or-
tiz and Keanu Sierra. Outstanding 
O lineman were Daniel Ortiz, Mat-
thew Gutierrez, Marcus Maldonado 
and Dontaye Morton.  Outstanding 
D players were James Kelly, Hassan 

Blakely, Evan Cintron, Jayden perez 
and Johannsen Paulino.  Final Score 
Jets 14  Bears 0

SUNDAY (MAKE UP GAMES)
The fi rst game of the day saw 

the Middletown Animal Clinic 
Chiefs(1-5) vs. Cardinal Spellman 
H.S. Jets(5-1)

The Jets Nicolas Bustamante 

scored 2 TD’s and James Kelly added 
1 xp. The Jets O line did a great job 
protecting the Qb and opening holes 
for the running game. Center Daniel 
Ortiz anchored the O line with help 
from Evan Sierra, Ndulbsi Nwosu, 
Evan Cintron, Hassan Blakely and 
Patrick Walsh. The Jets D got their 
5th shutout of the season as they were 
led by their front 4 Dontaye Morton, 

Jayden Perez, Carson Lowe and Dan-
iel Ortiz. The Jets entire D played 
great. Final Score Jets 13 Chiefs 0

The second game saw the Jimmy 
Ryan’s Giants(5-1) vs.the O’Conner 
Carpet Bears (1-5)

The Giants defeated the Bears 
24-6.  Outstanding O players for the 
Bears were Jayden Villa, Edwin Qui-
anes and Joshua Dilone. Outstand-
ing D players were Tyler Bobe and 
Jayden Diaz and a sack by Raymond 
Velez  Final Score Giants 24 Bears 6

PEE WEE DIVISION
In the fi rst game the Schuyler 

Hill F.H. Javelins(4-1) vs .McNulty 
F.H.Rams (0-5)

The Javelins defeated the Rams 
24-0

The last game of the day was 
the  Scavello’s On The Island Black 
Knights (4-1) vs.Ralph G.Giordano 
F.H. Saints (2-3)

The Black Knights fi rst TD was 
scored by Aiden Hanley-Piri , he 
then kicked the 2 point conversion 
making it 8-0. Aiden Hanley-Piri 
also scored the 2nd TD of the game 
and also added the 2 point conver-
sion making it 16-0. Aiden Hanley-
Piri  then completed his hat trick as 
he scored his 3rd TD of the game and 
again added the 2 point conversion 
making it 24-0. The Black Knights 
running game also saw outstanding 
runs by Adonis Santiago, Mark Piri, 
DJ Guthrie and Jacob Ortega. Out-
standing O lineman were  Domin-
ick Dinapoli, Ferdinand Cosom, 
Daniel Donohue and DJ Guthrie. 
For the Black Knights D Ferdinand 
Cosom had a fumble recovery in the 
1st quarter. The whole D played out-
standing led by Aiden Hanley-Piri, 
Jacob Ortega, DJ Guthrie, Ferdi-
nand Cosum,Quincy Mitchel and 
Daniel Donahue as they all made 
many key tackles throughout the 
game.  Final Score Black Knights 
24 Saints 0

Jimmy Ryan’s Giants Cardinal Spellman Jets

Warriors President Joe DeSimone and PFL Owner David Patterson
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one touchdown on seven carries. 
Lehman 38, Columbus 18: Richard 

Martinez led the Lions on the ground 
with a whopping 151 rushing yards and 
one touchdown. Carlos Soto wasn’t far 
behind, however, with 80 rushing yards 
of his own and another touchdown in the 
lopsided Bowl Conference tilt. 

Danny Sanchez also tossed a pair of 
touchdown passes in the victory. 

Adlai Stevenson 28, Information 
Tech 6: Derian Maria did a bit of every-
thing on both sides of the ball, rushing 
for 83 yards and a touchdown, while 
also chipping in fi ve tackles and three 
sacks. 

George Oliveras added 91 rushing 
yard and a touchdown for the Ambassa-
dors and Marcanthon Alier racked up 
81 yards on the ground as well. 

South Shore 14, Clinton 6: The Gov-
ernors did their best to hold on to the 
late-game victory, but couldn’t cement 
the win in the City Conference tilt. 

Clinton’s offense was held in check 
throughout much of the game, racking 
up just 168 yards to the Vikings’ 312. 

Jalen Nais fi nished with 53 rushing 
yards on 13 carries in the slim loss. 

OTHER SCORES
Alfred E. Smith 12, Far Rockaway 6
KIPP 22, Automotive 16
Franklin K. Lane 30, Evander Childs 0

Spellman can’t rally, 
falls to Moore Catholic 
in regular season fi nale

from Page 75

BY LAURA AMATO
Half the battle was in preparation. 
Bronx Science doubles team Chris-

tina Huynh and Sofi e Levine didn’t 
have much time to read up on their op-
ponent before the PSAL tennis cham-
pionship on Oct. 27, but the duo didn’t 
waste a pre-match moment and it paid 
off – with a championship. 

The Wolverines cruised to a 6-0, 
6-0 win over the second-seeded Bea-
con squad of Cassie Tian and Brett 
Zakheim, clinching a city title in a 
match that was won as much off the 
court as on it. 

“We got a bit of background about 
our opponents and then we started 
thinking of ways to just pinpoint their 
weaknesses,” Huynh said. “And we re-
ally just wanted to attack those weak-
nesses.”

Huynh and Levine came into the 
tournament without much doubles 
experience to their collective names 
and the two hadn’t competed much to-
gether during the season, but the lack 
of experience didn’t show on the court 
as the duo cruised to a lopsided victory 
with ease. 

It did, however, help that the two 
know each other well off the court. 

“Christina and I are very close,” 
Levine said. “So we have chemistry 
on court and off court and it was good 
for the way that we played. We really 
worked on helping each other and get-
ting out quick.”

Despite coming into the tourna-
ment as the nine-seed, both Huynh and 

Levine had high expectations. They 
are, after all, tennis players and while 
they weren’t quite used to playing to-
gether, the pair know what it takes to 
win a match. 

“We’re just two singles players 
teaming as a doubles team,” Levine 
said. “So we know how to kind of ap-
proach the match.”

The key, during the match, was to 

make sure that they didn’t step on each 
other’s metaphorical or literal toes. 
That, of course, is easier said than 
done, but Huynh and Levine prepared 
for that, coming up with a pre-match 
routine that made sure they each knew 
exactly where they were supposed to 
be on the court. 

And, made sure they were both 
hyped for every single serve. 

“It’s pretty tough because I’m so 
used to being the only one on the court 
and being responsible for my mis-
takes,” Huynh said. “But now you have 
another person on the court, so you 
have to factor in getting their energy 
up as well as yours.”

The Wolverines didn’t face much 
of a test throughout the championship 
match – rarely giving up a point in any 
of their games and attacking the net 
with a fervor that belied their inexpe-
rience at the doubles level. 

Of course, that was part of the 
plan.

“In doubles, it’s really fast paced 
compared to singles,” Huynh said. “So 
it’s really important to be the one who 
closes that net fi rst. And you have to be 
able to react quickly.”

Levine and Huynh surprised plenty 
with their championship run – they 
weren’t even the top-seeded Bronx Sci-
ence doubles team in the tournament 
– but the duo never doubted what they 
were capable of. After all, they had a 
plan. 

“We [were] going to win,” Levine 
said. 

Bronx Science duo clinches city title with pre-match prep

The Bronx Science doubles team of Christina 
Huynh (left) and Sofi e Levine were underdog 
winners on Oct. 27 as the duo clinched the 
PSAL championship at the Cunningham Ten-
nis Center in Queens. CNG/Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO
It’s time to get back to work. 
A year after falling in the second 

round of the MAAC Tournament, the 
Manhattan men’s basketball team is 
determined to get back on track this 
season. After all, the Jaspers have a 
reputation to live up to. 

“I’d love to come in and say, we’re 
the underdog, but I always see a lot of 
schedule, but they have their ‘white-
outs’ or whatever they are against 
Manhattan,” said head coach Steve 
Masiello. “So that’s all you need to 
know right there.”

Manhattan is looking for its third 
MAAC title in four years and, more im-
portantly, looking to rid itself of that 
sour taste left by last season’s early 
exit. After all, the Jaspers have lost 
just one conference tournament game 
in the last three years – last season’s 
loss to Siena. 

This group, however, is a different 
squad from last season’s and the Jas-
pers are already rebuilding their col-
lective on-court confi dence. 

“We’ve got 15 guys, eight new guys, 
and I’m very excited to play with all of 
them,” said senior forward Rich Wil-
liams. “They all bring something dif-
ferent to the table and I like the culture 
we’ve got so far in practice.”

Those eight new players – some of 
whom already have Division I hoops ex-
perience – bring a brand-new dynamic 
to the Jaspers and, most importantly, a 
brand-new desire to prove themselves. 

Former Ball State standout Zavier 
Turner highlights the transfer group 
and the junior is anxious to get back 
on the court after a season spent on the 
NCAA-mandated sidelines. 

“I haven’t played for a whole year, so 
you can imagine how I’m feeling,” said 
Turner, who averaged 8.7 points in his 
last year at Ball State. “I’m so anxious 
and I’m ready to go. I think this is go-
ing to be a special year. I know it is.”

The key, of course, is getting this 
year’s roster to play as a group – some-
thing that was, sometimes, distinctly 
lacking at Manhattan last year. The 

Jaspers have always been a defensive-
minded team, a full-court attack of in-
your-face pressure and that’s some-
thing the squad hopes to get back to 
this season. 

“We can get guys in and out of the 
game,” William said. “We’ve got hun-
gry kids. They just want to go out there 
and win and do whatever it takes. I’m 
fi nally excited to get back to that.”

Despite the success in practice and 
the team-wide revamp, the Jaspers 
know nothing is proven until the sea-
son starts. Manhattan – picked to fi n-
ish sixth in the league’s annual pre-
season coaches poll – opens up the 
season with a road matchup at Buck-
nell on Nov. 11. 

It gives the Jaspers a few more 
weeks to fi ne-tune and fi nd that all-
important rhythm, but Manhattan is 
confi dent heading into the season – de-
spite coming up short last year. If any-
thing, it’s given the squad something 
to prove. 

“I think it’s maybe the most tal-
ented team we’ve ever had,” Masiello 
said. “But the key is can they compli-
ment each other and make each other 
look better than they are. That’s some-
thing great teams do and if we can get 
on guys to understand that, I think 
we’ll have a chance to be very good.”

Jaspers hungry for championship return this season

Manhattan’s Rich Williams is thrilled with the preseason intensity the Jaspers have brought 
to practice, but he’s also ready to see that translate onto the court this year. 
 Carlisle Stockton
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

“We all should embrace what God 
has given us while we are here, and 
just enjoy the present moment that 
we have and each day we are breath-
ing and live our lives to the fullest, 
because we don’t know how long we 
have here,” she said. 

Leka had come toa the United 
States from Albania with his family 
when he was eight. 

His father, Martin Leka, said the 
past year had been the worst of his 
family’s life. 

He recalled his son as a perfect 
young man who loved life in America, 
worked hard and was always very ac-
tive. 

“He was working fi ve days a week, 
he was making money, he was going 
seven days a week to the gym for his 
health, and he was making time for 
his friends and his family,” his father 
recalled.

Leka said his son also loved and re-
spected his family, sending a message 
to his mother every day wishing her a 
good morning, and always looked af-
ter his brother and sister. 

Leka had taken his sister trick-or-
treating when the accident occurred, 
he said.

“He wanted his sister to be happy 
at all times, bringing her to so many 
places,” Leka said. “That day, the ac-
cident happened because he wanted to 
make her happy.” 

A 2011 Dodge Charger driven by 
52-year-old Howard Unger was trav-
eling westbound when it clipped the 
rear bumper of a Toyota sedan, caus-
ing it to veer onto the sidewalk and 
strike the six pedestrians, then a 

brick wall, before stopping. 
Gjonaj said the tragedy one year 

ago was still fresh in the minds of 
many families, and was the inspira-
tion for the Safe Streets, Safe Treats 
event held after the memorial cere-
mony. 

“That memory will be on the 
mind of every parent in this commu-
nity,” he said after the memorial as 
wagon hayrides made their way up 
the street and a DJ blasted top 40 hits 
while kids stood in line for large bags 
of candy.  

The Halloween event closed down 
the street for several blocks to allow 
children to get treats and take part in 
games and other festivities. The event 
was funded by Gjonaj and Senator Jeff 
Klein, who was also on hand.

“We typically don’t take it to this 
level, of closing down streets, but af-
ter last year’s tragedy so many par-
ents shared similar concerns that 
we felt this was the right way to go,” 
Gjonaj said 

Police said the freak accident oc-
curred when Unger had an epileptic 
seizure caused by allegedly not tak-
ing his required medication. 

Unger was indicted earlier this 
month on three counts of second-de-
gree assault, a class D violent felony, 
three counts of criminally negligent 
homicide, a class E felony, one count 
of second-degree reckless endanger-
ment, a class A misdemeanor, and 
false statement, an unclassifi ed mis-
demeanor.

The  last charge stems from Unger 
concealing his medical history when 
applying for his driver’s license appli-
cation, according to Bronx D.A. spokes-

One year later, Morris Park Trick-or-Treat victims remembered
From page 1

Friends and families of the victims paid their respects at a memorial service held at 939 
Morris Park Avenue on Halloween day. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

She added the offi cer knew the boys 
and has visited their parents several 
times to speak about their children’s 
misbehavior.

“I’m aware of this situation and this 
is certainly a police matter as well as 
a parental matter,” expressed Coun-
cilman James Vacca. “The neighbor-
hood is requesting better enforcement 
from the precinct and that these chil-
dren’s parents take responsibility in 
disciplining them.”

“I’ve seen them two months ago zig-
zagging between buses on East Trem-
ont and Lafayette avenues,” shared 
Andrew Chirico, Waterbury-LaSalle 
Community and Homeowners Asso-
ciation vice president. “They come out 
of nowhere and at some point some-
one’s going to get hurt. We’re all con-
cerned and the 45th Precinct needs to 
act on this.”

According to the NYS Department 
of Transportation, the state’s Vehicle 
and Traffi c Law says bicyclists have 
the same rights and responsibilities 
motorists have including obeying all 
traffi c laws and regulating signs and 

Reckless bike kids; residents ask to put brakes on pre-teen brats
From page 1 pavement markings.

In New York state, all bicyclists 
under 14-years-old are required to 
wear safety certifi ed bicycle helmets 
whether they are operators or passen-
gers.

The law states any parent or 
guardian whose child violates the 
helmet law is subject to a fi ne up to 
$50.

Bob Beider, 45th Precinct Commu-
nity Council president, said the situ-
ation was presented at this October’s 
precinct council meeting.

He added the precinct was exam-
ining legislation including the NYS 
Vehicle and Traffi c Law to see if they 
should ticket the parents.

Deputy inspector Danielle Raia, 
45th Precinct commanding offi cer, ex-
plained issuing summonses to the 11 
and 12-year-olds is ineffective as they 
are not required to carry identifi ca-
tion.

Raia said some of these children 
live within the 45th Precinct’s juris-
diction while a few do not. She did not 
confi rm what precinct the others re-
side.

She added the precinct is meeting 
with their parents and will have youth 
mentors speak with the children.

“I’ve dealt with these kids my-

self and most of them are good kids,” 
she said. “I take this situation seri-
ously and we’re going to scare them 
straight.”

One of the pre-teen boys popped a wheelie in the street outside of Throggs Neck Pharmacy 
on Thursday, October 13 while not wearing a helmet. Photo courtesy of Linda Perry

person Patrice O’Shaughnessy.
Unger was released last October 31 

after posting $75,000 bail, according 

to the city corrections database. 
He is expected to appear in court 

again on Wednesday, November 23.
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