
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Residents in waterfront com-

munities, sometimes called ‘tran-
sit deserts’, continue to look for 
public transportation options 
that benefi t their commute.

A ferry service planned for 
Soundview should be operational 
by 2018, with the NYC Economic 
Development Corporation report-
ing recently that construction of 
the ferry boats is now underway. 

Meanwhile, Councilman 
James Vacca, whose district 
ultimately was not part of the 
NYEDC’s latest ferry expansion, 

said that he is still advocating for 
ferry service between Throggs 
Neck and City Island, Manhattan-
bound transit deserts. 

“The New York City Economic 
Development Corporation has 
recommended a ferry dock but 
only for Soundview,” said Vacca. 
“This is something that I have 
spoken personally to the mayor 
about and to his people…and I 
am urging them to reconsider 
the waterfront at City Island and 
Throggs Neck.” 

Vacca said a ferry connection 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The Bronx is not ready to let 

go of the borough’s last remain-
ing bookstore.

Although a lease agreement 
has been reached with a new ten-
ant to occupy Barnes & Noble’s 
current location within the Bay 
Plaza Shopping Center, many 
Bronxites are prepared to fi ght 
until the end to keep the beloved 
bookstore in the borough.

According to the Prestige 
Properties & Development Com-
pany, the owner of the shopping 
center that has been home to 
Barnes & Noble for the last 15 
years, the site will soon be occu-
pied by Saks OFF 5TH, a subsid-
iary unit of Saks Fifth Avenue, 
which will move into the location 
when Barnes & Noble’s two-year 
lease ends in March of 2017.

Prestige Properties stated 
that Barnes & Noble has deter-
mined that the existing store size 
and format is no longer feasible 
to support their business model, 
and therefore, has chosen to end 
their lease at the Bay Plaza loca-
tion.

“Barnes & Noble has been an 
important and valuable tenant 
at Bay Plaza for years,” a spokes-
person from Prestige Properties 
& Development Company, Inc. 
said. “We stand ready and wel-
come the opportunity to meet 
with Barnes & Noble and discuss 
other options for their continued 
presence here, so that we can 
keep them here as a valuable as-
set to the Bronx community as 
well as Bay Plaza.”

Prestige Properties added 
that the Bay Plaza Shopping Cen-
ter has offered Barnes & Noble 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Courtroom developments cul-

minated in two deadly unrelated 
automobile crashes from 2015. 

In one case, District Attorney 
Darcel Clark announced that an 
indictment had been brought 
against a motorist who allegedly 
failed to take his seizure medica-
tion, which led to the deaths of 
three pedestrians struck while 
they were trick-or-treating on 
Halloween 2015 on Morris Park 
and Bogart avenues. 

In another, Michael Moreno 
was sentenced to a total of two 
to six years after pleading guilty 
to charges related to the death of 

Gabriela Aguilar-Vallinos. 
Aguilar-Vallinos worked at 

a restaurant on City Island and 
was bicycling home from work 
when she was struck and killed 
in a hit and run accident in Pel-
ham Bay Park on September 11, 
2015. 

Charges brought in 

Halloween crash 

The Bronx DA announced 
that an indictment had been 
successfully brought against 
Howard Unger of Co-op City in 
a deadly Morris Park Avenue 
crash on October 31, 2015 that 
took the lives of Louis Perez, 
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Great Pumpkins Take Root 
At NYBG

DA moves on Halloween car 
accident; death of City Island cyclist

1 CHARGED,
1 CONVICTED

In celebration of Giant Pumpkin Weekend on Saturday, October 22 and Sun-
day, October 23, monstrous pumpkins from around the nation weighing in 
at more than a ton took root at the New York Botanical Garden’s Children’s 
Adventure Garden. In collaboration with the Great Pumpkin Commonwealth, 
the winners of global pumpkin weigh-offs were delivered to NYBG where 
visitors can marvel and take photos with these natural wonders. See more 
NYBG Halloween photos on page 51.

(Above, back, l-r) Monica, Chamron, Lisa, Michelle, (front, l-r) Jayden and 
Ethan Sin commemorated the harvest season with Jerry and Mickie Sny-
der’s Great Pumpkin.                               Photo by Aracelis Batista 

Efforts to 
keep Barnes & 
Noble at Bay 

Plaza continue 
to grow

Bring ferries to transit deserts: 
Councilman Vacca
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AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department of Health. 
Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).  ����������		�
�������
	��	�	��

We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Charges have been up-

graded against two men 
arrested following a house 
explosion in Kingsbridge 
that killed a FDNY cap-
tain and injured more 
than 20 others to include 
felony assault.

Garivaldi Castillo, 32, 
of Manhattan and Julio 
Jose Salcedo Contrer, 34, 
of New Jersey, were ar-
raigned Wednesday, Oc-
tober 19 by Chief Admin-
istrative Judge Robert 
Torres and indicted on 
charged of fi rst and sec-
ond-degree assault, class 
B and D violent felonies, 
respectively, as well as 
fi rst-degree criminal pos-
session of marijuana, a 
class C felony, the Bronx 
District Attorney’s offi ce 
announced last week. Both 
men pleaded not guilty to 
the charges.

The two men had origi-
nally been hit with drug-
related charges when 
arrested just after the 
Tuesday, Sept.ember 27 
explosion on 300 W. 234th 
Street that leveled the 
two-level multifamily 
home and caused signifi -
cant damage to surround-
ing homes. 

Captain Michael Fahy, 
44, a 17-year department 
member and a chief for the 
FDNY’s 19th Battalion, 
was killed while standing 
outside the home when 
a portion of the build-
ing fell on his head when 
the building collapsed at 
around 7:30 a.m. 

Fahy was among a 
group of fi refi ghters, po-
lice, and  Con Edison em-
ployees that responded to 
the home after a gas odor 
was reported.

“Chief Fahy responded 

to a building that turned 
out to be a time bomb,” 
Said District Attorney 
Darcel Clark on state-
ment following the indict-
ment. “These defendants 
allegedly were growing 
marijuana and kept fl am-
mable substances on the 
premises. Chief Fahy or-
dered residents out of the 
building - including one 
of the defendants - -and 
saved their lives. He was 
mortally injured when 
the force of the explosion 
blew off the slate roof and 
it struck him.”

Fahy was remembered 
during a funeral attended 
by thousands in his Yon-
kers family parish. 

Fahy, a second-gener-
ation FDNY captain who 
gave up a career as an at-
torney to be a fi refi ghter, 
was also promoted post-
humously to the rank of 

deputy chief.
Castillo and Contrer 

were originally arrested 
on drug related charges 
due to the large number of 
marijuana plants found in 
the home after the explo-
sion. 

The second fl oor apart-
ment had been converted 
to a massive marijuana 
growing operation that 
used large amounts of pro-
pane and fertilizer, which 
contributed to the explo-
sion. 

Someone had illegally 
tapped into the gas line 
underneath the home to 
use the gas without being 
detected or having to pay 
for it, according to the 
NYPD.

Both men could face 
up to 25 years in prison if 
convicted on all charges, 
according to the district 
attorney’s offi ce.

Assault charges in fatal 
Kingsbridge explosion case

(Right) The explosion practically leveled the two-story private home at 
300 W. 234th Street, just a block from Kingsbridge Road. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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LOOKING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE?

WONDERING HOW 
YOU CAN AFFORD IT?

Nov. 17, Dec. 1 & 15
Building 1, 4th Floor Auditorium

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Jacobi Hospital

1400 Pelham Parkway South • Bronx

Nov. 12
Auditorium

11:30 AM to 4:00 PM

Nov. 18, 22 & Dec. 2
Conference Room 3
3:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Queens Hospital

82-68 164th Street • Queens

Nov. 18 & Dec. 6
Auditorium

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Dec. 2 & Jan. 6
Auditorium

12:00 PM to 2:00 PM

Elmhurst Hospital

79-01 Broadway • Queens

MKT 16.212

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS

JOIN US FOR A FREE SEMINAR
and learn about no-cost or low-cost health insurance options available through MetroPlus.

Nov. 18 & Dec. 14
Conference Room 1
2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Nov. 30 & Dec. 21 
Conference Room 3

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Woodhull Hospital

760 Broadway • Brooklyn

Dec. 7 & Jan. 25
E Building Lobby

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Dec. 3 & Jan. 28
T Building Auditorium
5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Kings County Hospital

451 Clarkson Avenue • Brooklyn

Nov. 15
Conference Room 5

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Nov. 29
Conference Room 4

9:00 AM to 11:00 AM

Lincoln Hospital

234 E. 149th Street • Bronx

For detailed location information and to 
RSVP, please call:

1.866.303.9629
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DA moves on Halloween car 
accident; death of CI cyclist

The wreckage of a deadly crash in Morris Park that killed three on Halloween 2015 is seen here. Formal 
charges were fi led against the driver.

Efforts to keep Barnes & Noble at 
Bay Plaza continue to grow

Barnes & Noble’s tenure of over 15 years at the Bay Plaza Shopping Center may come to an end in 2017.
 Steven Goodstein / Community News Group

Kristjan Leka, and 10-year-
old Nyanna Aquil. 

The 2011 Dodge Char-
ger that Unger was driv-
ing jumped a curb after he 
had an epileptic seizure, 
the district attorney’s of-
fi ce claims. 

Listed on the indict-
ment are charges of three 
counts of second-degree 
assault, three counts of 
criminally negligent ho-
micide, reckless endanger-
ment and false statements. 

“This defendant is ac-
cused of failing to take 
medication which enables 
him to drive safely, and it 
led to three needless deaths 
and countless heartbreak 
for the victims’ families,” 
said Clark. 

Joe Thompson, presi-
dent of the 49th Precinct 
Community Council, 
which covers the area 
where the crash occurred, 
said that it will be a diffi -
cult case to prosecute. 

“These are gray area 
cases,” he said, adding 
“that is why we have a jury 
system: so that reasonable 
people will analyze the 
facts and (determine) the 
degree of responsibility.” 

Unger has never been 
convicted of a crime. 

Sentencing in City 

Island 

Road hit and run 

On Tuesday, October 
25, Moreno was sentenced 
to one and one third to 
four years on a criminally 
negligent homicide charge 
and two to six years for 
leaving the scene of an ac-
cident without reporting, 
to be served concurrently, 
stated a spokesman for the 
district attorney’s offi ce.  

Board members of the 
City Island Civic Associa-
tion told the Bronx Times 
that they mourned Agui-
lar-Vallinos passing. 

CICA board members 
also said that early morn-
ing bus service on the Bx 

29 bus is needed to accom-
modate restaurant employ-
ees, who have unpredict-
able work schedules. 

The MTA needs to al-
locate a bus an hour af-
ter midnight on the part 
of the Bx 29 that services 
City Island, said Barbara 
Dolensek, CICA vice-pres-
ident.

“The reliability of 
the service on the Bx 29 
needs to be dealt with,” 
said John Doyle, CICA 
board member, said bus 
service stops running at 
midnight on weekdays 
and 1 a.m. on weekends. 

He added that while 
Aguilar-Vallinos may 
have lived elsewhere, she 
spent long hours working 
on City Island and that 
made her part of the com-
munity. 

An MTA spokes-
woman stated that the 
agency is looking at ex-
tending service hours for 
the Bx 29. 

from Page 1

“some very attractive op-
tions” for a new store lo-
cation to meet its new, 
smaller format.

Despite the fact that an 
agreement has not been 
reached between Prestige 
Properties and Barnes & 
Noble, there are many in 
the Bronx who will con-
tinue to fi ght to the end to 
keep the store from exiting 
the Bronx.

“It’s very disappoint-
ing that Barnes & Noble is 
leaving their location after 
so many years,” said Kathy 
Zamechansky of KZA Re-
alty Group. “It’s unfortu-
nate that a place which was 
so crowded and successful 
is at the end of its tenure.”

“This move puts the 
Bronx between a rock 
and a very, very hard 
place - because this is a 
major loss,” said Marlene 
Cintron, president of the 
Bronx Overall Economic 

Development Corporation. 
“This was not just a great 
place to buy books, but also 
a great place to buy last 
minute holiday gifts. How-
ever, we have not thrown 
in the towel - and we will 
continue fi ghting because 
we know that we can’t af-
ford for them to leave the 
Bronx.”

“The residents of the 
Bronx have stayed here 
during the tough times, 
and now that times are 
changing for the better, 
these residents should be 
rewarded with great busi-
nesses as well,” Cintron 
added.

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto will launch a pe-
tition drive in front of the 
Bronx Barnes & Noble lo-
cation on Wednesday, No-
vember 2 at noon to show 
the borough’s overwhelm-
ing support for the book-
store. 

“If Barnes & Noble does 

indeed leave this location, 
there will be a big void 
to fill at the Bay Plaza 
Shopping Center,” said 
Benedetto, who has been 
in contact with Barnes & 
Noble, Prestige Properties 
and Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s office in 
attempts to strike another 
last minute deal to keep 
the bookstore here. 

“This bookstore is near 
and dear to so many, and 
it’s a important thread in 
a beautiful tapestry that 
provides access to great 
stores, and we want to 
keep that tapestry intact,” 
the assememblyman con-
cluded.

A spokesperson for 
Saks Fifth Avenue con-
fi rmed that Saks OFF 5TH 
will open its new location 
in the summer of 2017 and 
that they are excited to 
have a store in Bay Plaza 
Shopping Center, as well 
as the Bronx.

from Page 1
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C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Longtime Pelham Parkway area resident 

Jeffrey Panish died Monday, October 10 at age 
72 after complications that stemmed from a 
brief illness. 

Panish lived by himself for most of his adult 
life, but area residents, who recalled the well-
known area volunteer, said he was a like a 
member of their family.  

Panish will be remembered at a memorial 
service Sunday, November 6 from 3 to 5 p.m. 
at Bronx House at 990 Pelham Parkway South 
sponsored by the offi ce of Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj. 

Panish was an assistant to Gjonaj, as well as 
a very close friend. 

“Jeffrey worked his way into my heart, and 
his loss will forever be felt,” Gjonaj said. “I will 
forever have a void that will never be fi lled.” 

Gjonaj said Panish had a large hand in his 
election campaign and had been an invaluable 
member of his administration.

“With age comes wisdom, and Jeffrey had 
that attribute, he had that knowledge and expe-
rience that only life can teach you,” Gjonaj said. 
“And he was more than happy to share it with 

anyone who was willing to listen. He didn’t do it 
for self-interest or self-promotion; he offered his 
knowledge to better our community and any-
one who needed help.

Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Associa-
tion president Andrea Siegel was a neighbor 
of Panish for over 40 years in the same Pelham 
Parkway apartment building he spent his en-
tire adult life. 

She said Panish would tell her about peo-
ple in the (80th) district in need of help, or she 
would tell Panish of people to help through 
Gjonaj’s offi ce.

“During the holidays, we would fi nd names 
and addresses of people who needed a turkey 
for Thanksgiving or presents for their kids and 
he would make sure they had something, Siegel 
said. “Most of the things he did, he did quietly 
and privately. He never bragged about anything 
- he just did it. He never said no to anyone.”

Former association president and Commu-
nity Board 11 member Edith Blitzer said Pa-
nish helped the association in various ways, 
from providing coffee for monthly meetings to 
fi nding prizes to raffl e off as fundraisers and 
even helped paint over graffi ti.    

“He loved people and people loved him,” 
Blitzer said. 

Panish also found time to serve as secretary 
of the Albanian American Open Hands Asso-
ciation executive board. 

Association president Alex Nilaj said Pa-
nish seemed to make friends with everyone he 
met while helping the large area’s Albanian 
American ethnic community. 

“Any time we did a food drive, clothes drive 
or toy drive, he’d be there helping me,” Nilaj 
said.

 Panish worked in the NYC Finance Depart-
ment until he retired in 2011. 

Suddenly left with plenty of free time on his 
hands, he turned to volunteer work to fi ll his 
time. 

At the Pelham Parkway Van Nest Library, 
Panish was recruited by manager David No-
chimson to help out will all sorts of tasks by 
the staff after he made the front lobby a second 
home.

Panish helped the library by providing 
candy for Halloween,and juice and potato chips 
for events. He also ran the annual holiday book 
sale to raise money for the library.

Panish would endear himself to staff with 
his kindness and helpful nature. Employee 
Naxhije Kovacevic said news of Parish’s death 
was heartbreaking.

“Anytime I needed help putting something 
away, like DVDs, he would sit with me and put 
them in order and put them away with me, he 
would chit-chat with me when I needed a friend 
to talk to.” 

Memorial planned for 
Pelham Parkway volunteer

Jeffrey Panish of Pelham Parkway died earlier 
this month. The well-known community volun-
teer will be remembered at a Sunday, November 
6 memorial. Photo courtesy of Facebook
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Many residents, activists and community 

leaders are reacting to the death of 66-year-
old Deborah Danner at the hands of NYPD 
sergeant Hugh Barry.

Danner was said to have a history of men-
tal illness.

According to the NYPD, police responded 
on Tuesday, October 18 at 6:06 p.m. to a 911 
call at the 630 Pugsley Avenue apartment 
building.

Five offi cers went up Danner’s 7E apart-
ment where Danner picked up a pair of scis-
sors to attack the offi cers.

Offi cers were able to get Danner to put 
down the scissors but she then picked up a 
baseball bat and began swinging at Barry

The sergeant shot her twice in the torso. 
She was rushed to Jacobi hospital where she 
was later pronounced.

Barry has been temporarily stripped of 
his badge and gun.

New NYPD Police Commissioner James 
O’Neill admitted publicly the NYPD “failed” 
Danner.

Multiple community members are asking 
why Barry did not use the taser with which 
he was armed.

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. called 
the incident, “unacceptable”.

On Thursday, October 20, Diaz’s father, 
Senator Ruben Diaz Sr. held a press confer-
ence with Bronx elected offi cials, community 
leaders and clergy members.

“I must express my opinion that police of-
fi cers need to be trained for cases like this,” 
said Diaz, “If and only if they must shoot, they 
must shoot in the leg and not in the chest.”

Assemblyman Marcos Crespo also spoke 
at the press conference and called for ac-
countability for and among offi cers.

“Not to say everyone is at fault but to say 
those that are, need to pay the price for that 
mistake,” said Crespo.

“We love you - we know the work you do - 
it’s not easy and I don’t envy the job you have 
to do” Crespo said in a message to members 
of the NYPD. “But at the same time we have 
to be able to say to our own colleagues, ‘You 
did the wrong thing, you weren’t supposed to 
do that, you made us all look bad.’”

The day after the shooting, residents and 

Bronx reacts to the police 
shooting of Deborah Danner

community activists - including the New 
York City division of Black Lives Matter and 
NYC Shut It Down -gathered to protest the 
shooting.

The protesters began at 630 Pugsley Av-
enue and marched to Story Avenue and 
Soundview Avenue until they reached the 
43rd Precinct.

On Thursday, October 20, Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman’s offi ce released a 
statement saying the shooting was not in 
their jurisdiction and District Attorney Dar-
cel Clark would be handling the investiga-
tion.

“I intend to conduct a full, reasoned and 
independent investigation into this matter, 
with an open mind, and any decisions that I 
make will be based upon the evidence,” said 
Clark.

For some Bronx residents, Tuesday’s 
shooting sparks memories of the 1984 shoot-
ing of 66-year old Eleanor Bumpurs.

Police shot and killed Bumpurs, who had 
a history of mental illness, as she was waving 
a knife at offi cers.

NYPD offi cers were trying to help evict 
Bumpurs because she had fallen behind on 
rent.

Many residents, activists and community leaders 
are reacting to the death of 66-year old Deborah 
Danner at the hands of NYPD sergeant Hugh Bar-
ry. Danner was said to have a history of mental 
illness. 
 Photo Courtesy of Deborah Danner’s Twitter Account

Assemblyman Marcos Crepso (front, 2nd from l); Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda (front, 3rd from l); 
Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr. (front, 4th from l); Public Advocate Letitia James (back, c); and Councilwoman 
Anabel Palma (front, 3rd from r) joined the community in prayer. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Councilman Andy King partnered with 

Black Nurses Rock and The Nutressence 
Network to raise money for families in 
Haiti affected by Hurricane Matthew.

Matthew struck parts of the Caribbean 
and the southeastern part of the United 
States in early October.

As of this article, in Haiti, there are ap-
proximately 900 people reported dead be-
cause of the hurricane. The storm left much 
more homeless.

King and Joanne Sylvestre, chief fi -
nancial offi cer for Black Nurses Rock and 
founder of the Nutressence Project, joined 
together at King’s offi ces on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 25 to address media and garner support 
for the fundraiser.

“As a multi cultural rich district,” said 
King, “we join with our Haitian family 
and neighbors in mourning the hundreds 
of lives that were lost and much more who 
have survived who are going through tre-
mendous challenges recovering and re-
building.”

If people want to contribute they can 
bring nonperishable goods, canned goods, 
toiletries, school supplies, shoes, sandals, 
baby formula, blankets, baby bottles, baby 
diapers and wipes, socks, fi rst aid sup-
plies and aspirin, water, combs, blankets 
for children and adults and sanitary nap-
kins.

The council member has instructed in-
terested parties to bring any of these goods 
to his offi ce at 940 E. Gun Hill Road.

King and Sylvestre said these are things 
people may take for granted but the sup-
plies are items people in Haiti desperately 
need.

King added, “For all our brothers and 
sisters who are struggling abroad, you have 
our support and your have our prayers.”

Sylvestre stressed the importance of 
working together in the efforts to help fam-
ilies in Haiti.

“One of the key things that I want every-
body in the community to understand is 
that it’s all about collaboration,” said Syl-
vestre.

She said those working on the local level 
are currently in communication with the 
Haitian consulate in Washington D.C. 

She added once the goods are collected 
they will be shipped to the consulate.

Sylvestre said the idea to begin fund-
raising for victims in Haiti stemmed from a 
recent Real Men Wear Pink event.

Real Men Wear Pink is the American 
Cancer Society’s movement to make sure 
men are supporting breast cancer patients 
and also conscious of their own breast 
health.

According to Sylvestre and King, peo-
ple at the event were discussing additional 
ways in which they could help the commu-
nity before landing on the idea for the Haiti 
fundraiser.

The week’s fundraising was culminated 
in a community event Friday, October 28 
from 8 to 11 p.m.

The event will take place at the “Where 
It’s At Activity Center” and include music 
by DJ Falkon and DJ Melvy Hype.

Attendees are asked to bring a nonper-
ishable in order to enter.

King said residents can continue to sup-
port the fundraiser and bring donations to 
the event until 11 p.m.

For more information on the fundraiser 
you can contact Councilmember King’s of-
fi ce at (718) 684-5509.

For more information on Black Nurses 
Rock and the Nutressence Network visit 
blacknursesrock.com and the Nutressesnce 
Network Facebook page.

King provides relief for 
Haitian Hurricane victims

Council Member Andy King and Joanne Sylvestre, chief fi nancial offi cer for Black Nurses Rock and 
founder of the Nutressence Project, joined together at King’s offi ces on October 25 to gain awareness 
for a drive collecting goods for Hurricane Matthew victims in Haiti. Photo courtesy of Al McCotter



7
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 A
p

r
il 3

, 2
0

1
6

 
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m
7

      B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
 O

c
t

o
b

e
r

 3
0

, 2
0

1
6

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The NYC Department of Transportation 

has already begun mapping out locations 
in Westchester Square on which they will 
install new speed bumps. 

The speed bumps are a part of the new 
‘slow zone’ coming to Westchester Square.

Slow Zones, which are being placed all 
around the city, are part Mayor de Blasio’s 
Vision Zero Initiative to create a safer com-
mute for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians.

Slow Zones usually entail traffi c mea-
sures -- such as speed bumps, reduced  
speed limits and gateway signage -- in 
order to insure motorists drive at a safer 
speed.

In the Zerega area, the speed limit will 
drop to 20 mph on neighborhood streets. 

Boundary street speed limits will stay 
25 mph.

According to DOT, a 20-mph speed limit 
translates to a fi ve percent greater chance a 
pedestrian lives following a collision with 
a motorist.

A 30 mph speed limit increases that 
chance of fatality to 20 percent and a 40 
mph speed limit creates a jump to seventy 
percent.

There will be 15 speedbumps placed 
throughout the residential streets such 
as Frisby Avenue, Fuller Street, Overing 
Street and Zerega Avenue.

There are currentlyeight existing speed 
humps in the area,

Zerega Slow Zone will reduce traffi c deaths: DOT

The location of the additional speed 
bumps required the association to get ap-
provals from the affected homeowners be-
fore the project was approved by DOT.

In addition, there will be 13 gateway 
signs which will announce that motorists 
are heading into a slow zone.

The signs will be light blue, placed un-
der speed limit signs and say ‘Neighbor-
hood Slow Zone.’

“Hopefully, keeping inline with what’s 
happening in other areas of the city, driv-
ers naturally start slowing down as op-
posed to damaging their vehicles [on the 
speed bumps],” said Martin Prince, chair 
of Community Board 10.

The Slow Zone was requested by the 
Westchester Square Community Associa-
tion earlier this year.

Lou Rocco, president of the association, 

said he has been pushing for traffi c changes 
in the area for years.

Rocco said he was hit by a car in early 
spring while on St. Raymond Avenue.

“I really hope that this works,” said 
Rocco. “It’s going to change this commu-
nity.”

He added, “This is going to make the 
community a much better and safer place.”

The WSCA application was one of 16 ap-
plications citywide approved by the DOT 
which received about 74 applications in all.

Councilmember James Vacca said he is 
a fan of slow zones and expects good things 
from the project in Zerega.

“There’s not a meeting I go to where 
people don’t talk about the speed of cars,” 
he said.

Vacca said that in communities like 
Zerega there are a number of one-way 
streets.

He said that sometimes when those 
streets are well paved and - because it’s a 
one-way - motorists aren’t expecting on-
coming traffi c, they are tempted to speed.

Vacca said that in these cases speed 
bumps, accompanied with proper signage, 
can go a long way to making sure drivers 
slow down.

The boundary of the Slow Zone is Lane 
Avenue, Westchester Avenue, Castle Hill 
Avenue and East Tremont Avenue. 

The DOT said they anticipate comple-
tion of the speed bumps by mid-November.

The NYC Department of Transportation has mapped out in pink chalk the area on Frisby Avenue where 
they will put a speed bump. To the right is the sign to accompny the speed bump.  
                                         Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

Reserve your place: www.york.cuny.edu/openhouse2016

The program will commence promptly at noon in the Atrium of the Academic Core Building   
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica NY 11451            Free parking is available for this event

Connect to Your Future  
at
Fall Open House
Sunday, November 13th  
12 to 3 PM
Experience our dynamic  
campus culture with a  
day of live entertainment,  
food and fun!
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
To say that Grace Belkin had an enor-

mous infl uence on Community Board 8 
would be an understatement. 

Belkin, who died in 2013, helped create 
CB 8 and guided it with care in her 30 years 
as the board’s fi rst district manager.

Belkin died at age 82. 
On Saturday, October 15, local electeds 

and community leaders gathered to rename 
a street in her district in her honor. 

The street, now known as Grace Belkin 
Way, is a stretch of West 246th Street near 
the intersection of Henry Hudson Park-
way. 

Belkin had lived in the area for much of 
her life, according to city offi cials.

Belkin began as a secretary for the for-
mer Community Planning Board 14, which 
was transformed under the city charter in 
1977 to the offi cial city agency now known 
as Community Board 8. 

CB 8 district manager Patricia Manning 
said Belkin always paid close attention to 
issues that would impact the well being of 
the community. 

“I was fortunate to work with Grace for 
22 years,” Manning said. “She was a great 
mentor.”

Manning credited Belkin with securing 
funding for the development of the district’s 
197-a plan which she said now serves to sta-

Street named for Grace Belkin, fi rst CB 8 DM

bilize and shape the scale and character of 
area neighborhoods; as well as working to 
preserve the city-owned land, located next 
to John F. Kennedy School Campus, for 
school construction only. 

Belkin also worked to bring a NYC De-
partment of Sanitation salt pile to the dis-
trict to better clean streets during snow 
emergencies, she recalled.

The street naming was sponsored by 

Councilman Andrew Cohen, who cited 
Belkin’s work on the 197-a Plan, as well as 
her advocacy for the area’s Special Natural 
Area District in a statement honoring Bel-
kin.

“Her intervention and strong persuasion 
led to many capital budget projects reach-
ing fruition, including the Johnson Avenue 
and Palisade Avenue retaining walls,” Co-
hen stated. “She was a legend in this area, 
so it is fi tting that she be honored with this 
street named in her memory.”  

Also praising Belkin in the statement 
were Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, Con-
gressman Eliot Engel and Senator Jeff 
Klein.

“Grace Belkin Way is a small way to 
remember someone who made such a big 
impact on this community,” Klein stated. 
“When generations to come ask about the 
street’s namesake, they will learn the 
meaning of dedication and community ser-
vice. 

“Grace served this area with such com-
mitment, spending three decades as a tire-
less district manager for Community Board 
8, and advocating for issues most important 
to those who live here. She fought for big 
plans like rezoning and preserving natu-
ral areas to everyday concerns from neigh-
bors. This street sign is a reminder of her 
community devotion,” he concluded. 

Belkin family members, Councilman Cohen (2nd row, r), Assemblyman Dinowitz (front, r), former coun-
cilwoman June Eisland (front, 2nd from l) and CB 8 members held the commemorative sign honoring 
the late Grace Belkin. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andrew Cohen’s Offi ce

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A trophy shop in the Bronx with nearly 

a 50-year history is not locking its trophy 
case for the last time.

Neighborhood staple, Art Guild Plaques 
& Trophies, located at 1287 Burke Avenue 
just off of Gun Hill Road, was rumored to 
be closing for good after customers com-
plained that the business was unresponsive 
for over a month.

The shop was originally operated by en-
trepreneur Jerry Silverman for more than 
three decades before passing the torch to 
his son, Seth St. Giles, when he retired in 
the late 2000s. The store has been at its cur-
rent location since 1971.

The trophy store, opened in1967, retails 
trophies, plaques and medals to local busi-
nesses, churches, organizations, schools 
and sports leagues for any occasion.

“They have been a reputable business 
that I’ve depended on for a long time, but 
after this month, I don’t know if I can rely 
on them anymore for their service,” said 
a disgruntled customer who said that he 
had done business with them for nearly ten 
years. 

Most recently, he had to fulfi ll his plaque 
order through Crown Trophies, located on 
East Tremont Avenue, after his phone calls 
were not returned and the business’ secu-
rity gate was constantly locked.

Crown Trophies, which has been in 
business since 1988, has seen an infl ux of 
customers since the Art Guild Plaques & 
Trophies’ temporary closing in early Sep-

Art Guild Trophies’ family emergency disrupts business

tember. According to the store manager, 
his shop saw an increase of at least 30 to 50 
more customers over the past month and a 
50% increase of customers in September.

Liberty Democratic Association and 
the Sisters, Servants of Mary, longtime Art 
Guild clients, had to use  Crown Trophies 

this year.
“Art Guild Plaques & Trophies has been 

very hospitable to us since we opened - and 
it’s always been a friendly competition,” 
said Crown Trophies owner Greg Perry, 
who said he used to go to Art Guild Plaques 
and Trophies when he was a kid. 

“I certainly wish their business all the 
best and I hope they are able to pick up 
where they left off,” he added..

“They’ve always been helpful to us - and 
if they need any assistance during this 
time, I am more than happy to help them 
out,” Perry added.

BronxNet, who was a regular customer 
of Art Guild Plaques and Trophies for 
nearly 20 years, said that they relied on the 
fi rm for its annual Bronx Excellence in TV 
Access (BETA) awards.

As of this week, the store’s outdated 
voice message relayed that the store will be 
closed on Wednesday, September 7 but will 
reopen on Thursday, September 8 and Fri-
day, September 9. 

St. Giles, the president and a shareholder 
of the Art Guild Plaques and Trophies shop 
since 2004, stated that the business was 
temporarily closed because he is dealing 
with personal and family matters. 

The representative also stated that the 
business has been and will contact and 
refund money to any customers who put 
down deposits for orders, but didn’t receive 
the merchandise.  They confi rmed that the 
store would reopen in the near future, but 
did not specify a particular date.

“We’ve been part of this great commu-
nity for nearly fi ve decades and received a 
lot of support from it over the years,” St. 
Giles said. “This occurrence has never hap-
pened before in our history and I will make 
sure that this type of situation never takes 
place again,”

Art Guild Plaques & Trophies has been a neighborhood staple for over the last 50 years. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A relatively new craniofacial care cen-

ter for children at New York Health + Hos-
pitals / Jacobi received a signifi cant ac-
creditation. 

The New York Health + Hospitals / Ja-
cobi Congenital Craniofacial Care Center 
recently received accreditation from the 
American Cleft Palate-Craniofacial Associ-
ation, achieving the national organization’s 
‘stamp of approval’ for the fi rst time since 
the center opened two years ago. 

According to a Dr. Eugene Sidoti, the 
center’s director, the unit is the only one 
in the borough to be certifi ed by the ACPA, 
though other hospitals perform this type of 
work without certifi cation from this group. 

The doctor said that typically patients 
are referred to the unit as infants and most 
have either cleft palates or cleft lips. 

These abnormalities are caused by a va-
riety of factors, including genetics in some 
cases, but risk can often be minimized with 
good pre-natal care and by other methods, he 
said. 

Since its founding, the center has gath-
ered  the necessary resources to treat pa-
tients with head or face anomalies more ef-
fi ciently, he indicated. 

“They need a comprehensive kind of 
care because it is not a simple abnormal-
ity,” said the doctor, adding that the treat-
ments require a coordinated effort. 

Prior to the opening of the service the 

Jacobi’s Craniofacial center certifi cation
hospital had treated craniofacial or cleft 
palate care patients by bringing together a 
loose association of the various needed ser-
vices, said the doctor. 

Since the founding of the center, Jacobi 
has put in place a formalized organization 
of needed services to better coordinate care 
and make sure that every patient gets the 
services they need, said Sidoti. 

“This was a paradigm that was devel-
oped nationwide, and we felt it was better 
for our patients to do it in this way if we 
could,” said Sidoti. 

The center is the only one of its kind in 
the NYC Health + Hospitals public hospi-
tal center, he said, though city hospitals do 
treat the condition and have partnerships 
with other medical providers. 

“We have about 45 to 50 patients currently 
on our roster, and that is two years worth 
of accumulation; we add approximately 20 
to 25 patients per year,” said Sidoti, adding 
“Most of those patients start out as infants 
and we see them through to adulthood, so 
they will be with us for awhile. ” 

Most of the patients come from the bor-
ough, he said. 

Being certifi ed by ACPA has benefi ts for 
the patients, and is helpful for New York 
Health + Hospitals / Jacobi in highlighting 
the center. 

“(The accreditation) means that we get 
national recognition by the ACPA both on-
line and in their materials as a recognized 

center,” he said, adding “It gives patients 
the knowledge that they are going to a cen-
ter that has been accredited and vetted by a 
recognized organization.”

The accreditation assures patients that Ja-
cobi’s center is being overseen and that over 
time the medical staff maintains a certain 

level of expertise and care for their patients. 
Sidoti has worked at the hospital in the 

plastic surgery department since 1996, he 
said, and also works in dentistry. 

To learn more about American Cleft Pal-
ate-Craniofacial Association visit www.acpa-
cpf.org.

Dr. Eugene Sidoti works with a patient. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The 49th Precinct’s captain 

Keith Walton was promoted to 
deputy inspector.

“It was a dream come true,” 
said Walton. “You feel all the hard 
work and sacrifi ce really paid off 
and strong support from the up-
per echelon of the department and 
the community comes through.”

Walton, 44, said serving as a 
member of law enforcement is 
something he has wanted to do 
since he was a youngster.

“I remember being on a train 
going to Brooklyn and I saw this 
woman crying and the feeling of 
wanting to help her was resonat-
ing in me,” he said. “ Even when I 
was as young as the second grade 
my interest peaked due to my per-
sonal experience with police and 
how they helped people and more 
specifi cally my family in times of 
need.”

Walton recalled a tragedy 
when he was child where the po-
lice were a ghelp to his family.

“My sister died at only a cou-
ple months old as a result of crib 
death [otherwise known as sud-
den infant death syndrome],” said 
the Harlem native. “ The police 
helped and the overall experience 

49th Precinct’s Capt. Keith Walton promoted to deputy inspector
and support and professionalism 
and how caring they were with 
the family made it a lot easier on 
my family to deal with the trag-
edy.”

Walton had his fi rst experience 
in connection with the NYPD as 
a member of the Cadet Corp in 
1994. 

On July 18, 1996 he offi cially 
became a police offi cer.

Walton remembers being “to-
tally elated” because he had been 
looking forward to the transition 
from cadet to offi cer.

Although he is transitioning 
to a higher position in the depart-
ment, Walton doesn’t believe the 
way in which he serves the com-
munity will change.

“At the moment I plan on con-
tinuing to work hand in hand 
with and being available for the 
community,” he said.

Walton said one of his dreams 
is to one day be the chief of Com-
munity Affairs. 

“I’d like to take the experiences 
I have had on a more local level 
and take that with me as I hope to 
help not just one area or precinct 
but the city as a whole,” he said.

Throughout the country there 
has been a tension between the 

police and the African American 
community.

As recently as last week an 
NYPD offi cer shot and killed 
Deborah Danner - a 66-year old 
African-American women with 
a history of mental illness - who 
was swinging a baseball bat at an 
offi cer. 

Walton, an African American, 
said whenever he is around dis-
cussions concerning police and 
community relations he tries to 
remind people to converse with 
respect.

“Regardless of opinions there 
are three outcomes; agree, dis-
agree, and agree to disagree and 
the bottom line for all three is the 
foundation of respect,” he said. 

“People are always going to 
have opinions of the police and 
they are entitled to them, but I al-
ways say to people to look within 
themselves and try to be as impar-
tial as they can,” he concluded.

(Right) Keith Walton with Council-
woman Vanessa Gibson following his 
promotion to deputy inspector. Photo 
Courtesy of Vanessa Gibson Twitter Account





to Manhattan has been a dream 
of his since the 1980s. 

The councilman also noted 
that under Mayor Bloomberg’s 
administration, ferry stops were 
added but were concentrated in 
booming areas of Brooklyn that 
have mass transit train access to 
Manhattan, and not in more re-
mote communities. 

“When you talk about ferry 
service you have to look at 
Throggs Neck, City Island, the 
Rockaways, these far-fl ung areas 
need ferry service,” said Vacca, 
adding “We have a vast unused 
waterfront here; I think it is eco-
nomically feasible: we have the 
land and the need, so I think we 
only need investment from the 
city.” 

The councilman said he would 
continue to push the de Blasio ad-
ministration and NYCEDC to ex-
pand into the 13th City Council 
district. 

Supporting the ferry or wa-
terbus service for City Island is 
Laura Clemente, who recently 
moved to the new On the Sound 

development off Fordham Street. 
Clemente, a real estate agent 

affi liated with McClellan/So-
theby’s in Pelham, is the listing 
broker for the new development, 
reached out to Vacca advocating 
an expansion of the service be-
cause she believes that the long 
commute to Manhattan is damp-
ening sales.

She also  believes it could re-
vive the island’s commercial 
shopping area that currently has 
numerous vacant storefronts.

“If people from Manhattan 
could come and spend a day, rent 
a bicycle or a kayak, and go out to 
dinner, I think they would come 
to City Island,” she said.

Barbara Dolensek, City Island 
Civic Association board member, 
said she believes research would 
have to be done concerning how 
many people would use a ferry 
and as to where it would dock. 

One possible place, she said, 
would be a city Department of 
Transportation ferry dock at the 
end of Fordham Street currently 
used only for Hart Island. 

“It is an interesting idea,” 

she said, adding “But I just don’t 
think it has legs at the moment.”
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from Page 1

One of the ferries under construction that is part of the planned citywide expansion that includes the Soundview stop.
 Photo courtesy of NYCEDC

Bring ferries to transit deserts: 
Councilman Vacca

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Community Board 10 and Westchester 

Square stakeholders are pursuing efforts 
to eliminate a rat infestation problem in 
Owen Dolen Park.

Lisa Sorin, president of the Westchester 
Square Business Improvement District 
sent an email to Iris Rodriguez, Bronx 
Borough Commissioner for the NYC Parks 
Department on Tuesday, October 18, ask-
ing for help with the park’s rat problem.

Attached to the  email was a video show-
ing several rats running in and out of the 
bench area  at the Westchester Avenue en-
trance of the park.

Sorin said in her letter the BID was 
holding an event on Thursday, October 
13 with Council Member James Vacca for 
Hispanic Culture Month when she learned 
about the rats.

“To our horror, an employee contacted 
me about all the complaints she was get-
ting about the rats running through the 
park and onto the street,” wrote Sorin.

“I am concerned for the safety of the 
people within the park, families, or any-
one who visits in the evening when the 
problem is most prevalent,” Sorin contin-
ued. “This park is one of the biggest assets 
in our community.  We look to the park as 
an anchor to attract our families, visitors, 
and businesses alike.”

Sorin said the BID “is strongly invested 
in the success of the park and is willing to 

continue the discussion about our BID pro-
viding supplemental services.”

Vacca, who found out about the rat is-
sue following the event, said he has con-
tacted the NYC Department of Health to 
take a look at the problem.

The councilman said rats usually ap-
pear when construction is in progress, but 
since there is no construction activity in 
the area he was not sure what was attract-
ing the rodents to the park.

Martin Prince, CB 10 chair, said on 
Tuesday, October 25 the board would con-
tact the NYC Department of Sanitation for 
help with the epidemic.

Prince said the community board had 
their monthly meeting with the depart-
ment on Tuesday, October 18 but the rat 
problem was not brought to their atten-
tion.

However, he said the DOS work in that 
district is “very good” and he will wait to 
hear from them on the issue.

When asked about the rodents, a parks 
department spokesperson did not offer a 
comment on the issue but did say “Owen 
Dolen Park is a small, but highly traffi cked 
site.”

“The park is cleaned several times 
weekly, and is baited regularly, most re-
cently last week,” the spokesperson added. 
“We encourage New Yorkers to help keep 
all of our parks clean by properly dispos-
ing of their trash.”

Cause of Owen Dolen’s rat infestation is puzzling

The park at the Owen Dolen Recreation Center. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS


