
BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The streets of Throggs 

Neck will soon be flooded 
with monsters, princesses 
and superheroes as the 33rd 
Annual Throggs Neck Hal-
loween Parade is fast ap-
proaching.

The parade will be held 
this year on Saturday, Octo-
ber 29 and the day’s events 
will begin at 11:30 a.m. and 
run till 4 p.m.

Children from all over 

the community will at that 
time begin preparing for the 
parade as they get into cos-
tume.

As in previous years, As-
semblyman Michael Benedet-
to’s office will take the lead 
in running the day’s activi-
ties.

The parade was started 
by Assemblyman John Dea-
rie, continued by the next as-
semblyman. Benedetto has 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It’s been touch and go the 

past several years for the Bronx 
Barnes & Noble book store.

But the stand alone store’s fu-
ture doesn’t look too bright after 
more than 15 years in the Bay 
Plaza Shopping Center.

The retail titan, which fea-
tures a Starbucks, a lounge area 
and a Barnes & Noble, Jr. section 
for young readers, is not getting 
a lease renewal for its present lo-
cation from the shopping center’s 
landlord, Prestige Properties.

According to a Barnes & Noble 
spokesperson, the Bay Plaza loca-
tion is scheduled to close by the 
end of the year.

“We worked hard to extend our 
lease and had extensive discus-
sions with the property owner in 
hopes of coming to an agreement,” 
said David Deason, vice president 
of development at Barnes & No-
ble. “We’ve announced that we’re 
opening fi ve new stores around 
the country and we’ll certainly 
consider the Bronx as a potential 
location for a new store in the fu-
ture.”

Deason added that although 
Barnes & Noble was paying sub-
stantial rent at the Bay Plaza lo-
cation, Prestige Properties had 
decided to lease the space to an-
other retailer who was willing to 
pay more.

The new tenant is a major wom-
en’s apparel department store. 

According to reliable sources 
efforts are ongoing to relocate 
the book giant to the Mall at Bay 
Plaza.

There are many who would said 
they would be deeply saddened to 
see the largest retail bookseller 
in the country leave the shopping 
center, or the Bronx entirely.

“We want them to stay - they 
have a major presence here,” said 
Councilman James Vacca, who 
played a part in extending Barnes 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Trump Golf Links at 

Ferry Point, located at the very 
tip of Throggs Neck, is no doubt 
already tremendous by the cur-
rent Republican presidential can-
didate’s estimation. But that’s 
probably as big as it will get - for 
now.

The city has denied a pro-
posal from Trump Ferry Point, 
the limited liability corporation 
that operates the upscale links, 
to expand the course into the un-
fi nished waterfront area adjacent 
to the present golf course.

The proposal, submitted ear-
lier this month, called for the ex-
pansion of the 17th and 18th holes 
into the waterfront area just 

north of the Whitestone Bridge.
 In exchange the company 

would develop the adjacent piece 
of land gratis. 

However, in return, the  devel-
oper asked for a 20-year extension 
to its current 20-year contract to 
counter the improvement’s $15 
million pricetag.

Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen 
submitted the decision to Eric 
Trump, in a letter dated Monday, 
October 17, obtained by the Bronx 
Times from the mayor’s offi ce. 

“The city’s proposal for Ferry 
Point Park will provide the east 
Bronx with a crucial recreational 
amenity, waterfront access, and a 
protected wetland,” Glen states 
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Opposses $15M course improvements

MAYOR DENIES
TRUMP PLANS

Barnes & 
Noble’s future 
is up in the air

Marching Against Cancer
In honor of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, students from St. 
Frances de Chantal and Our Lady of the Assumption School held a walk-
a-thon to help raise awareness and money for breast cancer research 
on Friday, October 14 at 2962 Harding Avenue. Students got creative with 
handmade signs expressing their worthy cause.  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Community prepares for 
TN Halloween Parade
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of the borough’s largest 

and most important medical pro-
viders has a new leader. 

William Foley is now CEO of 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi. 

Foley began work on Monday, 
September 12 in a newly created 
position as the city hospital sys-
tem undergoes an executive level 
restructuring. 

The new CEO said that one 
of his priorities will be focusing 
on improving customer service 
and patient experience at Jacobi, 
which still is frequently where 
people who do not have health 
insurance go to receive needed 
medical care. 

The focus on the patient sat-
isfaction is important, because 
many previously uninsured pa-
tients now have health insurance 
coverage through the Affordable 
Care Act, said Foley.  

“That is good news, but now 
the challenge is that other hospi-

tals are interested in our patients 
because of the coverage,” said the 
hospital CEO. “We really have to 
compete in terms of patient satis-
faction and customer service…it 
is the right thing to do.” 

He added: “You could provide 
the highest quality care, but if the 
service is lousy, people are going 

to remember it.”
Under the ACA, patient rating 

reports are a factor in determin-
ing how much hospitals are reim-
bursed, said a Jacobi spokesman. 

Foley said that he believes that 
Jacobi’s biggest strengths, in addi-
tion to being a central location ac-
cessible by public transportation 
and being part of NYC Health + 
Hospitals, is the dedication of its 
physicians, clinicians and staff to 
the hospital’s mission of serving 
all who need healthcare irrespec-
tive of their ability to pay. 

“I believe strongly that pub-
lic hospitals and health systems 
have a very important mission 
in delivering healthcare to the 
underserved,” said Foley, adding 
that Jacobi’s strong relationship 
with Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine with regard to academ-
ics is another strength. 

His focus, he said, will be on 
deciding what clinical services 
the hospital will offer, and mak-

ing sure that what it does is con-
sistent with NYC Health + Hospi-
tals Vision 2020 overall plan and 
roadmap for the future. 

He would also like to improve 
access and expand Jacobi’s ser-
vices out in the community. 

The new CEO has visited vari-
ous hospital departments, and 
reached out to the hospital’s com-
munity advisory board and at-
tended the Bronx Columbus Day 
Parade and its dinner dance, 
where he meet local residents and 
leaders, said Foley.

Foley also plans to meet with 
all elected offi cials representing 
the area to hear their suggestions 
and look at areas where they can 
partner, said a Jacobi spokes-
man. 

Foley has experience in 
healthcare in both the public 
and private sector, as well as in 
academia, and he said that he be-
lieves that his experience as the 
CEO of Cook County Health and 

Hospital Systems on Chicago’s 
west side from 2007 to 2009, which 
is the third largest public hospi-
tal system in the United States, 
will be especially helpful in his 
current role. 

Earlier experience at the pub-
lic Arrowhead Regional Medical 
Center in California will also be 
useful in terms of providing in-
sights into running Jacobi, said 
Foley. 

Foley appointed as Jacobi 
Medical Center’s new leader

William Foley is the new CEO of NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Jacobi. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Health + Hospitals/
Jacobi

I believe strongly that 
public hospitals and 

health systems have a 
very important mission 
in delivering healthcare 

to the underserved.
William Foley
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Mayor denies Trump’s $15 million 
golf course improvements

Plans to expand the Ferry Point Golf Course were denied by Mayor deBlasio’s offi ce this week. Photo 
courtesy of Trump Golf Links

Bay Plaza Shopping Center’s Barnes & Noble has been a haven for book lovers in the Bronx for over 15 
years. Steven Goodstein / Community News Group

Barnes & Noble’s future is up in the air

in her letter. 
“We have no interest in 

changing direction in or-
der to allow a cosmetic im-
provement to a golf course 
that is ...already recog-
nized as one of the best new 
courses in the nation.”

The NYC Parks Depart-
ment is already planning 
to develop the section of the 
park in question to make 
it accessible to the public, 
according to the mayor’s 
offi ce. That plan was pre-
sented at the September 
Community Board 10 meet-
ing. 

CB  10 chairman Martin 
Prince said the board had 
planned to hear a presen-
tation on the Trump Links 
proposal at an upcoming 
meeting after being ap-
proached by the developer 
when news of the deputy 
mayor’s rebuke broke Mon-
day. 

“That threw everything 
into turmoil,” Prince said.

The board is now look-
ing to hold a public hearing 
on both the Trump and the 
parks department propos-
als, tentatively scheduled 
for Monday, November 14 
at a yet-to-be-determined 
location. 

Prince said the board 
wanted the public to have 
a chance to give their input 
on both projects, and that 
public opinion could possi-
ble sway the opinion of the 
mayor’s offi ce on the golf 
course expansion.

“This is not a political 
thing for us,” he said. “If 
something is being pro-
posed, we need to hear it.”

Calls to Trump Corpo-
ration for comment were 
not immediately returned. 

Donald Trump’s presi-
dential aspirations are at 
odds with the mayor. 

Mayor deBlasio, a Hil-

lary Clinton supporter, has 
publicly stated that his ad-
ministration has explored 
ways to get out of the Ferry 
Point contract, as well as 
other Trump contracts.

The city administration 
has since decided to avoid 
the litigation that would 
likely ensue from the op-
erator if they went that 
route. 

Given those circum-
stances, extending the cur-
rent Ferry Point contract 
was not a consideration, a 
mayor’s offi ce spokesper-
son said. 

The 7,400-yard facility, 
that opened in 2015, was 
the fi rst public course to 
open in New York City in 
more than 50 years. 

 Trump and golf legend 
Jack Nicklaus were then 
hired to run the facility and 
maintain it after the origi-
nal developer defaulted in 
2011.

from Page 1

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

& Noble’s lease two years 
ago, along with Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
“If this bookstore closes, we 
are looking at Manhattan 
or Yonkers as the nearest 
Barnes & Noble location.”

“The Bronx is entitled to 
these services, and if they 
do indeed leave the shop-
ping center, I would abso-
lutely welcome them in 
my district,” Vacca added. 
“They can’t withdraw from 
an entire borough, espe-

cially considering that the 
location has been successful 
and busy for many years.”

“We defi nitely want 
them to stay here,” said 
Johanne Rubino, second 
vice chairperson of Com-
munity Board 11, who said 
that if Barnes & Noble did 
leave the shopping center, 
that it should remain in 
the Bronx and consider the 
Throgs Neck Shopping Cen-
ter. “They have a great rela-
tionship with the commu-
nity and especially with the 
schools in the area. It’s also 

a great place to host book 
signings and other events.”

“It would be a big loss if 
they left the borough,” said 
Martin Prince, chairman of 
CB 10. Hopefully they stay 
in the Bronx.”

In October 2014, Diaz, 
Jr. saved the day at the elev-
enth hour and negotiated 
with Prestige Properties to 
secure a two-year lease ex-
tension, calling it a “major 
victory for the Bronx.”

Prestige Properties, did 
not return a request for 
comment as of press time.

from Page 1
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3590 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx NY 10465
718-792-9258
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The annual 100 Worst Landlords list, re-

leased by Public Advocate Letitia James’ of-
fi ce, includes many landlord’s who own prop-
erties in the Bronx.

In addition,  the 20 worst buildings in the 
Bronx was also highlighted.

“Every New Yorker deserves a safe and de-
cent place to live, and every apartment must 
meet basic standards of decency,” said James.

The list cites the landlord’s name in ad-
dition to how many units they own and how 
many open violations they have from the NYC 
Housing Preservation and Development de-
partment and the NYC Department of Build-
ings.

The fi ve worst NYC landlords according to 
the list include - 1. Harry Silverstein (575 units 
in eight buildings in the city with 2032 HPD 
and 50 DOB violations), 2. Allan Goldman (187 
units in 25 buildings with 1193 HPD violations 
and 15 DOB violations), 3. Efstathios Valiotis 
(237 units in eight buildings with 1077 HPD 
violations and 64 DOB violations), 4. Martin 
Kirzner (280 units in 11 buildings with 1036 
HPD violations and 23 DOB violations), 5. Ved 
Parkash (257 units in four buildings with 992 
HPD violations and fi ve DOB violations).

Topping the list of the 20 worst buildings 
in the Bronx was 919 Prospect Avenue.

“The conditions we saw at 919 Prospect Av-
enue are inhumane and unacceptable,” said 
the public advocate. “No person should be 
subjected to this type of environment.”

According to the DOB Building Informa-
tion database, there are 49 violations on fi le 
for 919 Prospect Avenue including seven that 
are still open.

An ongoing violation in the building is a 
failure to pass the annual boiler inspection.

In addition, the building has had multiple 
failed elevator inspections and multiple in-
stances in which the elevator is not working.

The Prospect property also has 508 HPD 
open violations.

The fi ve worst buildings in the Bronx are 
rounded out by 1164 Cromwell Avenue (514 
HPD violations and three DOB violations), 
1892 Morris Avenue (444 HPD Violations and 
22 DOB violations), 2201 Davidson Avenue (342 
HPD violations and 17 DOB violations), and 
2709 Heath Avenue (346 HPD violations and 
seven DOB violations).

Benjamin Dulchin, executive director of 
the Association for Neighborhood and Hous-
ing Development, Inc., suggested the land-
lords who land on this list aren’t simply mak-
ing mistakes.

“The landlords on the Worst Landlord 
Watchlist don’t usually make the list be-
cause of sloppy management practices or by 
accident,” said Dulchin. “They make the list 
because too often they have a strategy to in-
tentionally push tenants out of their afford-
able apartments in order to drive the rents up 
quickly.”

Valiotis, number 3 on the worst landlords 
list, released a statement combating his place-

ment on the list.
He said he was “disappointed to be on the 

list and suggested the public advocate’s offi ce 
does not “accurately refl ect the current” con-
ditions of his buildings.

Valiotis, who owns the property at 649 E. 

183rd Street in the Bronx, said HPD is con-
stantly updating their open violations.

He added he was “committed to working 
with anyone to continue to improve all out-
standing building conditions and provide safe 
and quality housing to all tenants.”

PA James names NYC’s 100 Worst Landlords

Outside of 919 Prospect Avenue, named the worst building in the Bronx 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Hart Island, a 101-acre 

island off City Island 
that is home to the city’s 
Potters Field, has been 
designated a place of his-
torical significance. 

The NYS Office of 
Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation 
determined that Hart Is-
land, the final resting 
place for the city’s indi-
gent since 1869, meets 
requirements for an his-
toric district based on 
state and federal guide-
lines, according to an 
evaluation released on 
Tuesday, October 4. 

The report stated that 
the ‘Hart Island His-
toric District’ met three 
of four requirements for 
listing on the National 
Registry of Historic 
Places, including being 
associated with events 
that have made contribu-
tions to the broad pattern 
of history and yielding or 
being likely to yield in-

formation important to 
history. 

The request for con-
sideration by the state of-
fice took place a year ago 
on behalf of the City Is-
land Historical Society, 
said the organization’s 
vice-president Barbara 
Dolensek.  

“I wrote them well 
over a year ago and 
asked if they could con-
sider it as eligible for the 
state and national regis-
ter of historic places for 
the ‘Hart Island Historic 
District,’ and they have 
agreed that it is eligi-
ble,” said Dolensek, add-
ing that she learned that 
the agency already did 
an examination of the is-
land. 

Melinda Hunt of the 
Hart Island Project, an 
advocacy group request-
ing more public access for 
families to visit graves-
ites on the island, which 
is currently under the ju-
risdiction of the NYC De-

partment of Corrections, 
indicated that having the 
state recognize Hart Is-
land’s historic elements 
was significant. 

“I think it should be 
a national monument,” 

said Hunt, adding “It 
is an outstanding place 
for us to revisit our his-
tory.” 

Many of the historic 
buildings are in poor con-
dition said John Doyle, 

City Island Civic Asso-
ciation board member, 
who has visited the nor-
mally off-limits island 
and said that the CICA 
would be discussing 
the findings at its next 
meeting on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 25.  

“I don’t anticipate a 
lot of opposition to pre-
serving the buildings,” 
he said. “As someone 
who has seen the struc-
tures, it is a shame that 
the DOC has allowed 
these buildings to es-
sentially be demolished 
by neglect.” 

According to the eval-
uation, the island was 

first used by the govern-
ment in 1864 to train Af-
rican-American troops 
during the Civil War. 

Later during the Civil 
War, for four months in 
1865, it was a prisoner 
camp for 3,413 captured 
Confederate soldiers. 

The U.S. Navy used 
it as a disciplinary bar-

racks for Navy, Coast 
Guard and Marine per-
sonnel, according to the 
survey, and from 1954 
to 1969, during the Cold 
War, the ten northern-
most acres of Hart Island 
were used as a Nike mis-
sile launcher area. 

It has also been a 
prison  and reforma-
tory, and was once used 
as a drug treatment cen-
ter operated by Phoenix 
House. 

There are several no-
table buildings on the 
islandincluding a brick 
Catholic chapel, a work-
house, a dynamo build-
ing and a building dating 
back to 1885 known as 
‘the Pavilion.’ 

The island remains 
off-limits, other then for 
some families who are 
able to visit gravesites, 
and it is unclear how his-
toric designation would 
alter DOC’s management 
of the island, according 
to sources. 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
While much of the na-

tion is obsessed with 
creepy clowns this Hallow-
een season, some Bronx 
residents are still living 
with a more pressing fear: 
zombie homes.

Many parts of the city 
have at least one so-called 
zombie home - homes that 
sit vacant after the owner 
defaults on a mortgage or 
fi les for bankruptcy. 

They are often ac-
quired by banks after a 
homeowner defaults on 
the mortgage.  

But once abandoned 
by the owner, the homes 
can become serious eye-
sores for neighbors as the 
buildings fall into serious 
disrepair and lawns grow 
unfettered.

“Banks know that if 
they foreclose on the mort-
gage they’re responsible 
for maintenance,” said 
Senator Jeff Klein, who 
has railed against the 
problem in recent years.. 
“No one really own them, 

and that’s a real prob-
lem.”

The zombie home epi-
demic does seem to be re-
ceding. Klein was able to 
get legislation signed by 
Gov. Cuomo in June that 
requires banks to main-
tain properties they own 
or face a $500 fi ne every 
day they are in violation.

“That’s a major vic-
tory,” Klein said. “I don’t 
know of any other state 
that does that”

Klein cited a Logan 
Avenue property that had 
become a constant source 
of complaints from neigh-
bors, until the legislation 
was passed. 

The bank that owned 
it promptly cleaned it up 
and agreed to return peri-
odically, he said. 

Zombie homes can be 
reported at the NYS De-
partment of Financial 
Services website, www.
dfs.ny.gov.

There may be some 
more help on the horizon. 

New York City will re-

ceive $350,000 from the 
state attorney general’s 
offi ce as part of the Zom-
bie Remediation and Pre-
vention Initiative, funded 
from $3.32 billion settle-

ment with Morgan Stanley 
reached earlier this year. 

The program, an-
nounced last week, is 
aimed at helping the city 
and 75 other municipali-

ties track the number 
of abandoned proper-
ties and better maintain 
them by providing better 
code enforcement. 

On Wallace Avenue in 
Morris Park, two aban-
doned homes sit on the 
1900 block, just a few 
houses apart from one 
another. 

Resident Holly Gra-
ham said the home at 
1910 Wallace Avenue 
has been an eyesore 
for years, and only got 
worse after a new owner 
took it over. 

“It looks horrible,” 
Graham said. “Someone 
started fi xing it up, but 
now it just looks like it’s 
been abandoned. Now 
it’s boarded up and has a 
tree growing out of it.” 

The city building de-
partment issued a stop 

work order on the prop-
erty on June 2 2015. 

However, a new work 
permit was issued Mon-
day, October 17 for inte-
rior renovations, said 

building department 
spokesman Andrew Ru-
dansky. 

A new mortgage taken 
on by Bayport Funding 
LLC and Webster Busi-
ness Credit Corporation 
on December 28, 2015 is 
listed on the Department 
of Finance website.

A resident of the home 
next door who declined 
to give her name said 
she and her husband had 
given up that the build-
ing would ever be resus-
citated and said feral cats 
had overtaken the home. 
Feral stray cats could be 
seen entering and leaving 
the property. 

Just down the block 
is 1932 Wallace, a three-
story multi-family 
home that has also been 
boarded up and closed 
off. The home is covered 
in graffi tti and weed.

Next door neighbor 
Reynaldo Valentin said 
that a bank took the home 
when the owner couldn’t 
afford to make payments. 
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A unmaintained home at 1932 Wallace Avenue is one of two zombie 
homes on the block. New legislation is aimed at forcing banks to 
maintain properties they own. Community News Group / Arthur Cusano

Programs target NY’s “zombie homes”

Hart Island’s historic value recognized

Hart Island, mostly off-limits to the public, has historical buildings 
of cultural signifi cance according to a report. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A beautifi cation project 

at a busy transit hub is pro-
gressing again. 

After a delay due to issues 
surrounding the contract on 
the renovation of  Amendola 
Plaza, work on the hub for 
buses and commuters at the 
foot of the Pelham Bay Park 
#6 IRT station is now mov-
ing forward, according to 
multiple sources.  

The project will add three 
areas of green-space along 
with planting beds sur-
rounded by granite curbs 
and steel picket fencing.

It also adds new bus shel-
ters for the Bx 29, Bx 45, Bx 5 
and Bx 23 drop off and pick 
up locations. 

According to a previous 
Bronx Times article, the 
project was originally to 
have been completed in Oc-
tober. 

Councilman James 
Vacca, who had secured 
funding for the project, said 
that he had been informed 
by NYC Parks Department 
recently that the contractor 
had been in danger of de-
faulting and had not worked 
on the project for months, 
but that the matter has been 
resolved.

“The worst thing that 

could happen in a capital 
project is for someone to 
default, because if there is 
a default that means that it 
has to be re-bid, delaying 
it for a year to a year and a 
half,” said Vacca, adding “I 
am glad that it looks like it 
is going to work.” 

The Pelham Bay Taxpay-
ers Association has been 
monitoring the situation. 

“We are very anxious 
to get this project back on 
schedule because the area 
has become quite unappeal-
ing and the community is 
concerned that it has become 
a poor refl ection on Pelham 
Bay,” stated Michele Torri-
oni, PBTA president, adding 
she hopes that the project is 
completed quickly. 

A Parks Department 
spokesperson confi rmed 
that there had been delays.  

“We understand the sig-
nifi cance of Amendola Plaza 
and how important it is to 
residents of this neighbor-
hood,” said Iris Rodriguez-
Rosa, Bronx Parks Commis-
sioner, in a statement. 

Commuters continue to 
be concerned about navigat-
ing through closed-off parts 
of Amendola Plaza while 
making connections. 

Florence Nielson, who 

comes through Amendola 
on a Bx29 bus to transfer to 
the subway, said that since 
work has resumed more ar-
eas under the train station 
on the plaza have been cor-
doned off. 

This has necessitated 
that many bus riders on 
lines that stop along Bruck-
ner Boulevard  walk either 
through a narrow passage-
way of fencing that at a point 
can fi t only one to two people 
at a time, or around the pe-
rimeter of the station, said 
Nielson. 

John Hovey, who takes 
the Bx 5 bus from Amen-
dola, called the project “a 
headache,” saying that rid-
ers are getting aggravated 
by the construction taking 
up space on the street near 
bus stops and necessitating 
long walks around the edge 
of the station in some cases. 

Community activist 
John Marano said that he 
believes the beautifi cation 
project should have also 
included curb cut for cabs, 
and added that he hoped the 
project would be completed 
soon. 

The general contractor 
for the project is listed on 
two work signs as Sam Wa-
terproofi ng, Inc. 

Contractor resumes 
Amendola Plaza renovation

Commuters can walk around the perimeter of Amendola Plaza to move between bus stops lining 
Bruckner Boulevard and the Pelham Bay Park train station. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Golden Corral to replace 
Parkchester’s Bronx Grill

Rendering of new Golden Corral coming to 2375 E. Tremont Ave. The restaurant will open, replacing 
the Bronx Grill, in spring 2017. Photo Courtesy of Golden Corral

By Robert Christie
The Bronx’s fi rst 

Golden Corral is coming 
to East Tremont Ave in 
spring 2017.

The buffet-style restau-
rant will set up shop at 
2375 E. Tremont Avenue, 
replacing the Bronx Grill. 

The Parkchester loca-
tion once housed a Sizzler 
Steakhouse.

Construction, which 
has already started on the 
location, will expand the 
current building to seat 
approximately 300 people 
and also include two pri-
vate party rooms. 

In addition, there are 
30 parking spaces for cus-
tomers.

According to a Golden 
Corral press release, addi-
tional parking is available 
on the street and there is 
nearby a Central Park-
ing garage located in the 
Parkchester condomini-
ums. 

“My team and I are 
thrilled to bring the 
Golden Corral concept 
to New York City,” said 
Golden Corral franchisee 
Niroopa Harpaul. “We’re 
anxiously counting down 
the days until our spring 
2017 opening, and we’re 
overwhelmed by the sup-

port we’ve received from 
the Bronx community. We 
look forward to opening 
more locations in the near 
future.”

Haurpal praised the lo-
cation for its “long history 
of serving the Bronx com-
munity,” citing the Sizzler 
and Bronx Grill.

Harpaul and her 
mother Chandra Harpaul-
were formerly the co-own-
ers of the Bronx Grill.

The East Tremont Av-
enue restaurant will be 
Golden Corral’s fi rst foray 
into  the New York City 
market and the company’s 
fi rst attempt at appealing 
to an urban area.

Harpaul said the “suc-
cess of this location will 
set the precedence for 
future urban locations 
throughout the country.”

She added, “For the 
Bronx specifi cally, we’re 
excited to offer Golden 
Corral’s extensive menu 
at an affordable price.”

Harpaul also touted 
the number of jobs the lo-
cation could bring to the 
community.

Golden Corral expects 
to bring approximately 120 
jobs to the area in addition 
to retaining the staff cur-
rently at the Bronx Grill.

They are asking inter-
ested applications to reach 
out to Community Board 
11 for more info on how to 
apply.

Harpaul acknowledged 
the change could be “bit-
tersweet” for community 
members who have grown 
to love the Bronx Grill.

However, she added, 
“The overall feedback has 
been overwhelmingly pos-
itive.”

Also, she noted many 
customers in the Bronx 
may have seen Golden 
Corral commercials on 
TV and she expects there 
to be “an eagerness to try 
the Golden Corral menu.”

The menu offers Amer-
ican favorites such as 
pot roast, fried chicken, 
mashed potatoes, and 
steamed vegetables.

In addition, the restau-
rant includes a selection 
of  seafood dishes. 

The dessert menu of-
fers various cakes and 
pies.

The food at Golden Cor-
ral is served in a buffet 
style.

Currently, the closest 
Golden Corral is approxi-
mately 60 miles - or two 
hours - away in Freehold, 
NJ.



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  O

c
t

o
b

e
r

 2
3

, 2
0

1
6

   
  8

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

AgeWell New York, LLC is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a Coordination of Benefits Agreement with New York State Department of Health. 
Enrollment in AgeWell New York, LLC depends on contract renewal. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each 
year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help 
you receive. Please contact the plan for further details. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. This 
information is available for free in other languages. Please call customer service at 1-866-586-8044 or TTY 1-800-662-1220 seven days a week from  
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Eastern Time or visit www.agewellnewyork.com. AgeWell New York complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not  
discriminate on the basis of races, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. AgeWell New York cumple con las leyes federales de derechos civiles  
aplicables y no discrimina por motivos de raza, color, nacionalidad, edad, discapacidad o sexo. AgeWell New York

ATTENTION: If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, 
are available to you. Call 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220). ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia 
lingüística. Llame al 1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).
1-866-586-8044 (TTY: 1-800-662-1220).  ����������		�
�������
	��	�	��

We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plans

• Dental, vision and hearing
• Transportation
•  Over-the-counter

pre-paid cards
•  Fitness center membership

 or low cost 
Plan premiums 
Doctor visits  
Generic drugs

$0
Contact us for eligibility and enrollment
info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 22nd annual Tour de 

Bronx, which has grown into one 
of the great bicycling events in 
the region, is approaching. 

This year’s annual Tour de 
Bronx, named after the famed 
Tour de France bicycle race in 
France, will take place on Sun-
day, October 23 and bring cy-
clists to points of interest around 
the borough. 

Riders choose between a 25- 
and 40-mile course, said Olga Luz 
Tirado, executive director of the 
Bronx Tourism Council. 

She said that more than 6,000 
people were registered as of press 
time and that the number is ex-
pected to climb. In 2014 there were 
over 7,600 participants. 

“This is one of my favorite 
events of the year,” said Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. who co-
hosts the event. 

“The Tour de Bronx not only 
emphasizes maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle, excellently complements 
our ‘#Not62’ health initiative as 
far as helping improve the over-
all health of our borough, but also 
highlighting our borough’s his-
torical sites, beautiful waterfronts 

and vibrant neighborhoods, show-
casing the best that we have to of-
fer to both our residents and visi-
tors from around the world.”

The new starting point for 
this year’s tour is Harris Field at 
Bedford Park Boulevard West be-
tween Paul and Goulden avenues. 

In previous years, the race had 
begun near the Bronx County 
Courthouse at Grand Concourse 

and East 161st Street, but organiz-
ers thought that after two decades, 
a new starting point was appro-
priate, and it was also needed be-
cause of NYPD regulations, said 
Tirado. 

“We had been wanting to 
change the routes for a while, be-
cause after 21 years of riding the 
same routes, we wanted to show-
case other parts of the borough,” 

she said.
The previous courses did not 

cover most of the length of the 
Grand Concourse, but the new 
ones do, she said, and riders will 
have the entire center lane of the 
thoroughfare to themselves.

“I think that the Grand Con-
course is a really great road for 
cyclists to experience without 
traffi c,” said Tirado. 

Both routes conclude at the 
New York Botanical Garden, 
where there will be pizza and mu-
sic, she said, with everyone re-
ceiving a T-shirt. 

The great thing about the tour 
is the many Bronxites and people 
from elsewhere see points of in-
terest that they otherwise would 
probably never notice, said Ti-
rado. 

“I hear from people at the end 
of the race: ‘I did not realize that 
was there,’” said Tirado, adding 
that the tour is not a race, unlike 
its French counterpart. 

The 40-mile route snakes along 
the south Bronx waterfront near 
Harding Park and comes through 
Pelham Bay Park and City Island 
before making a westward turn 
back to the Woodlawn and Van 
Cortlandt Park.

Highlights along the 25-mile 
traverse of the borough include 
Crotona and Soundview parks.  

The event is one which wel-
comes riders from the borough, 
the region and the globe to see the 
borough as they have never seen 
in before, stated Diaz. 

The tour is free. Visit tourde-
bronx.com to register. 

Cyclists prepare for Tour de Bronx on Oct. 23rd

New York Rangers legend and NHL Hall of Famer Mark Messier (c) rides with Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and many 
others cyclists during the 21st Annual Tour de Bronx in 2015.
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Construction is near-

ing completion for a new 
Burger King on the corner 
of Westchester and Colonial 
avenues.

The fast food restaurant 
will be the primary occupant 
of 3261 Westchester Avenue, 
along with several other 
businesses.

The property, which 
wraps around Westchester 
Avenue onto Colonial Av-
enue, has a sign soliciting 
businesses that might be 
interested in renting a com-
mercial space.

Martin Prince, the chair-
person for Community Board 
10, said he has not heard from 
the ownership of the develop-
ment.

However, he said he is 
hoping the landlord - which 
is currently listed at MHA, 

LLC - reaches out to and joins 
the Pelham Bay Merchants 
Association.

Irene Guanill, chairper-
son for the Pelham Bay Mer-
chants Association, said she 
has not heard from the owner 
but recently visited the con-
struction site.

Guanill noted that the 
Burger King on Middletown 
Road “does very well” and 
cited that she “doesn’t see 
any issues” with adding a 
new one at the Westchester 
Avenue location.

When asked about the 
other businesses that will 
move into the buildings she 
said, “Anytime a store is not 
vacant, it’s a positive.”

This stretch of 
Westchester Avenue, under 
the el, is experiencing sev-
eral welcome improvements.

One block over from the 

future fast food spot, there 
are fi ve stores under renova-
tion. 

These stores experienced 
signifi cant damage after the 
Texas Chicken & Burgers 
at 3275 Westchester Avenue 
caught fi re due to a gas leak 
last year.

Also, not far from the  
Burger King site the heavily 
used Amendola Plaza, under 
the Pelham Bay IRT #6 sta-
tion is undergoing a major 
revamping.

Construction on the 
plaza - which was supposed 
to include the installation 
of trees, iron fencing and 
plant beds - was supposed to 
be completed by fall of this 
year.

Guanill is hoping when 
work at the site is fi nally com-
pleted it will be “a lot cleaner, a 
lot brighter and a lot prettier.”

New Burger King coming to 
Westchester Ave. in PB

A new Burger King coming to Westchester Avenue in Pelham Bay 
 Photo Courtesy of Patrick Rocchio

Rendering of how the completed building on the corner of Westchester Avenue and Colonial Avenue 
will look. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
A life long City Island 

man is trying to give ev-
eryone - both young and 
old  - the chance to feel the 
joy of childhood.

Dan Treiber, 36, is the 
the owner of 239 Play, a 
small memorabilia and an-
tique shop on the corner 
of City Island Avenue and 
Schofi eld Street. 

The shop, housed in a 
building built in the mid 
1800s, holds everything 
from old action fi gures to 
authentic - and still work-
ing - polaroid cameras.

Dan and his wife Reina 
Mia Brill bought the build-
ing in March and opened 
up their shop in May.

Treiber said the build-
ing needed repairs when 
they bought it but the cou-
ple was able to retain the 
building’s authenticity.

“We did it right ,” 
Treiber said. “No vinyl sid-
ing, no plastic, it’s all real 
wood.”

 Treiber pointed out 
there are 48 corbels on 
the house which are small 
pieces of wood that are 
used to help support the 
building’s roof.

“We took them all down, 
sanded them, fi xed them, 

repainted them and put 
them all back up,” he said. 
“A lot of people would have 
just pulled them down and 
put up plastic.”

Treiber speaks with 
pride when discussing how 
he got into selling memora-
bilia.

He said one day he and 
his wife decided “as sort of 
a joke” to try to sell some of 
the things in their home. 

The couple had bought 
Treiber’s childhood house 
in 2008 and was trying to 
make some extra money to 
help pay the mortgage.

That year they took 
some of the items they 
owned down to the Brook-
lyn Flea Market to sell.

“As a goof,” said Treiber, 
they called the operation 
“Dan’s Parent’s House.”

The money they’ve 
made from the fl ea market 
also helped buy the City Is-
land Avenue building and 
do the repairs for 239 Play.

Treiber calls the entire 
store a “borderline per-
formance” because he be-
lieves people are able to go 
into the store and interact 
with the different toys and 
items while remembering 
their childhood.

On Saturday, October 15 

the store held a Halloween 
memorabilia sale, called 
‘Misfi ts, Monsters and 
Mayhem’ , featuring differ-
ent types of toy sculptures.

Some of the items were 
toys that were broken and 
were now combined with 
different parts to make a 
new piece of art.

Brill, who has a master’s 
degree in making jewelry, 
acknowledged with a laugh 
some of the pieces may look 
like the toys created by Sid 
from the Toy Story movies.

However, she said it 
“was awesome” to take 
parts of two toys and bring 
a new piece into the world.

Treiber and Brill are 
happy with how the store 
has grown and are still go-
ing to the Brooklyn Flea 
Market every weekend.

“The Brooklyn Flea 
has been great to me,” 
said Treiber. “They’ve 
grown and I’ve grown with 
them.”

However, the couple now 
has four-year-old twins 
and Treiber is hoping their 
business does well enough 
where they no longer have 
to sell at the market.

239 Play is open Wednes-
day through Sunday from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

City Island couple offers 
glimpse of playful youth 

Employee D. Alexander Holmes stands by a display he was working on. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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hosted the wildly popular 
event since 2005.

The actual parade, 
led by the Salesian High 
School marching band, 
will begin at noon after 
the kids have assembled.

The parade will start 
at Harding Avenue, travel 
to East Tremont Avenue, 
head to the Throggs Neck 
Expressway service road 
and then finish at Throgs 
Neck Boulevard.

Following the parade 
the costumed throng will 
participate in festivi-
ties stretching an entire 
block.

Judges will select the 
best costumed youngsters 
in four age groups: 0-3, 4-6, 
7-10 and 11-13. 

The winners will re-
ceive a cash prize for first, 
second, and third place in 
each age category.

The street fair will also 
include music and various 
activities for kids of all 
ages.

Many youngsters will 
get a kick from creating 

their own stuffed bears.  
There are limited sup-

plies for some activities, 
so the first come, first 
served adage applies.

As in previous years 
the fair will included raf-
fle prizes for gift certifi-
cates provided by local 
businesses.

Face painting, spin art, 
bouncy rides, mechanical 
rides, games and a gigan-
tic slide are just part of the 
entertainment that day.

The Throgs Neck Little 
League will be selling ham-
burgers, hot dogs and other 
goodies from its field club 
house.

Benedetto’s office re-
ceives help from commu-
nity business owners to 
help fund the parade.

In addition, the other 
local elected officials con-
tribute as well, including 
Congressman Joesph Crow-
ley, Senator Jeff Klein and 
Councilman James Vacca, 
who provide funds to make 
the day unforgettable.

Many of the area’s civic 
associations make gener-

ous donations as well. 
In the past the Throggs 

Neck Home Owners Asso-
ciation, Silver Beach Gar-
dens and Edgewater Park 
Owners Association have 
contributed. 

 Parade goers will remem-
ber the late Ben Randazzo 
at this year’s event.

Randazzo, who passed 
away last November, shortly 
after the parade, was Bene-
detto’s former chief of staff 
and in charge of organizing 
the event.

Benedetto said Randaz-
zo’s help with these type of 
events showed what type of 
person he was.

“Ben Randazzo was one 
of the those people - and we 
have many of them through-
out the area - who went out 
of his way to serve his com-
munity and went out of his 
way very unnoticed over 
the years,” the assembly-
man said.

Preston High School stu-
dents volunteer that day 
manning the rides and as-
sissting at the spin art and 
face painting tables.

Community prepares for Halloween Parade

Assemblyman Benedetto (l) will join ghosts and ghouls of every age in celebrating Hallow-
een. File Photo

from Page 1

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Borough President 

Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted 
the Bronx Youth Corps 
fi rst-ever ‘Day of Service, 
Thursday, Oct.ober 13 at 
Railroad Park in Melrose, 
likely the fi rst of many to 
come. 

Students from two 
Bronx schools, DreamYard 
Prep High School and M.S. 
390, participated in the 
event, in partnership with 
volunteers from Dream-
Yard Art Center. 

They planted 500 daffo-
dils at the site of a new stu-
dent-made park mural.

Diaz fi rst announced 
the creation of the Bronx 
Youth Corps in his State 
of the Borough address in 
February. 

The new program was 
created with the belief 
that residents are never 
too young to contribute to 
their neighborhood and 
their community, he said.

“We need more young 
people like the Bronx 
Youth Corps student volun-

teers, students who want to 
be engaged in the world 
around them and who want 
to make a difference in the 
lives of others,” Diaz said. 

“I commend these stu-
dents for creating such a 
program. They say that 
you lead by example, and 
these wonderful students 
are setting a great example 
for their peers to become 
more active within their 
community,” he added.

The impetus is to pro-
vide middle school and 
high school students with 
a quality service learning 
experience to help them 
grow as individuals and 
leaders through service 
learning, as well as class-
room learning, said Diaz’s 
director of Policy, Victoria 
Reing.

“A key component of the 
Youth Corp is classroom 
service learning education 
that complements the ser-
vice projects,” Reing said. 

Students are selected by 
the schools to participate 
in the program. 

While the program is 
currently open exclusively 
to DreamYard Prep High 
School and M.S. 390 stu-
dents, there are plans to 
expand the program to 
other schools that express 
interest.

DreamYard is the com-
munity partner respon-
sible for running the new 
program. 

In addition to running 
DreamYard Prep, a public 
high school with a heavy 
arts focus, as well as a 
community center, they 
also work with 45 schools 
to provide arts and social 
justice programing.

“We’ve had a relation-
ship with the Bronx bor-
ough president for many 
years and when he had this 

idea he asked us to jump in 
because we work with so 
many other non-profi ts,” 
explained DreamYard co-
executive director Jason 
Duchen.

Another non-profi t, 
Women’s Housing and 
Economic Development 
Corporation, or WHEDco, 
will also be taking part 
in the programs at some 

point.
Duchen said students 

have expressed interest 
in four topics they want 
to concentrate on in the 
future: environmental 
justice, violence in the 
community, community 
beautifi cation and gen-
trifi cation. 

While those topics 
can be controversial and 
opinions often fall along 
party lines, he said he 
was not worried about 
getting students involved 
in political discussions.

“It’s impossible not to 
be political in the world,” 
Duchen said. “I think the 
borough president and 
the politicians have to 
worry about that. What 
we’re interested in is 
how do we make sure the 
young people are think-
ing actively about the 
community that they live 
and learn in and have ac-
tive, exciting conversa-
tions about how to make 
that community demo-
cratic, free and safe.”  

BP Diaz launches Bronx Youth Corps

Borough President Diaz (3rd from l) and student volunteers from the newly-launched Bronx Youth 
Corps revitalized Railroad Park. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce
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SOLVE YOUR CHILD’S
READING PROBLEM
ACHIEVE

3 TO 6 YEARS OF
READING IMPROVEMENT

IN ONE YEAR!!!
“A Miracle In The Making!” - CBS TV

Dicker Reading Method
75 Brook Street, Scarsdale | 914.472.0600 | www.DickerReading.com

WATCH THIS VIDEO NOW:
www.nymetroparents.com/listing/Dicker-reading

CHILDREN AT OR
BELOW GRADE LEVEL

WILL BECOME THE
BEST READERS IN

THEIR CLASS


