
BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Bronx real estate market 

is heating up as developers race 
to get new private and commercial 
projects shovel-ready, but union 
laborers in the borough say they 
have yet to see the growth trickle 
down to them.

Members of several Bronx con-
struction industry labor unions 
gathered on Thursday, September 
29 on University Avenue just down 
the road from Bronx Community 
College to call attention to the re-
cent lack of opportunity in the bor-

ough.  
With a hearing on a major re-

zoning of Jerome Avenue that will 
likely lead to signifi cant commer-
cial and residential development 
was taking place on campus, pro-
testers said they hoped developers 
will chose union workers to make 
those projects a reality.

“We have thousands of mem-
bers that live in this community, 
and the rezoning would effect 
them,” said Anthony Williamson 
of Local 79. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Local elected offi cials are call-

ing for a complete overhaul of a 
dangerous Bronx roadway.

On Tuesday, September 27, 
council members Vanessa Gibson, 
Andrew Cohen, Ritchie Torres and 
Fernando Cabrera; Transportation 
Alternatives; Bronx Health REACH 
and BronxWorks hosted a confer-
ence outside Bronx County Court 
supporting a comprehensive safety 
redesign of the Grand Concourse.

Organized by Transportation 
Alternative’s Bronx Activist Com-
mittee, ‘Complete the Concourse’ 
suggests such life-saving improve-
ments as traffi c calming measures, 
protected bike lanes, curb exten-
sions and dedicated bus lanes for 
the thoroughfare.

According to TransAlt, the 180-
foot wide, 4.5-mile-long road encour-

ages speeding and reckless driving 
putting thousands of Bronxites at 
daily risk.

From July 2012 to August 2016, 
over 1,069 people were injured and 
13 were killed along the Concourse.

Five-year-old Tierre Clark and 
25-year-old Kadeem Brown were 
killed last year by a speeding taxi 
driver who jumped the curb as they 
waited at an East 170th Street bus 
stop.

A 55-year-old man and 39-year-
old woman injured in this same 
incident were hospitalized and re-
leased.

The 44-year-old driver, Emilio 
Garcia, was charged with man-
slaughter, criminally negligent ho-
micide, assault and reckless endan-
germent, according to published 
reports.

Your Neighborhood — Your News®October 9, 2016

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 14

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMUPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMA CNG Publication • Vol. 67 No. 5 • Vol. 67 No. 5 A CNG Publication • Vol. 5 No. 41 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COM

Continued on Page 4 Continued on Page 15

Continued on Page 4

Miss Columbus 
selected for 

Columbus Day 
Parade

Deanna Falciglia was selected as the 2016 Miss Columbus for the 40th An-
nual Bronx Columbus Day Parade on Sunday, October 9. See more photos 
on page 44. Photo courtesy of Deanna Falciglia

‘Complete the Concourse’ advocates  
want dedicated bike paths, bus lanes

DOT STARTS
SAFETY PLAN

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 40th Annual Bronx Co-

lumbus Day Parade is set to step 
off at noon this Sunday on Morris 
Park Avenue. 

The parade will march along 
Morris Park Avenue between 
White Plains and Williamsbridge 
roads on Sunday, October 9, and 
will feature 21 bands, as well as 
numerous community and cul-
tural organizations, said Tony 
Signorile, parade coordinator. 

The 2016 Bronx Miss Colum-
bus, Deanna Falciglia, was re-
cently selected by a committee 
of educators to be honored, said 
Signorile. 

She joins the grand marshal, 
real estate developer and phi-
lanthropist Richard Naclerio, 
honorary grand marshal Joanne 
Rubino, a former guidance coun-
selor and Community Board 11 
leader and John Cerini, owner of 
Bronx Taxman as honorees dur-
ing the parade. 

This year’s Miss Columbus 
said she was inspired to apply 
to the competition after seeing 
a good friend, Bianca Mastropi-
etro, crowned before the 2015 pa-
rade.

“Overall, I am proud to be rep-
resenting Italian Americans in 
the Bronx,” said Falciglia, add-
ing, “It is amazing to me,” about 
being selected.

Falciglia said that a guidance 
counselor at Cardinal Spellman 
High School, where she is a se-
nior and a member of the varsity 
softball team, encouraged her 
and several young women to ap-
ply. 

She then completed an ap-
plication process that included 
writing essays and documenting 
four generations in a family ge-

Bronx union members want 
Jerome Ave. rezoning jobs
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Police continue to inves-

tigate a Kingsbridge home 
explosion that killed an 
FDNY offi cer last week, 

So far they have arrested 
two men in connection with 
a marijuana growing op-
eration being run out of the 
house.

Julio J. Salcedo-Con-
treras, 34, a resident living 
at the 300 W. 234th Street 
multi-family home, was ar-
rested and charged with 
fi rst-degree and second-
degree criminal possession 
of marijuana, class C and D 
felonies, respectively.

Police allege he was re-
sponsible for growing mari-
juana plants in the rental 
home. 

Also arrested was Gari-
valdi Castillo, 32, of Man-
hattan, who faces the same 
charges. 

Bronx D.A.’s Offi ce Di-
rector of Public Information 
Patrice O’Shaughnessy said 
the two men were being held 
without bail after they ap-
peared briefl y in court Tues-
day. October 4 and may face 

additional charges.
“Prosecutors said they 

also plan to present to a 
grand jury assault charges 
for the death of the battalion 
chief and the injury of an 
FDNY lieutenant,” she said.

Murder charges were also 
a possibility, O’Shaughnessy 
added, since the crime scene 
investigation was still open.

Salcedo-Contreras and 
Castillo were scheduled 
to appear in court again 
Wednesday, October 19 at 
the Bronx Hall of Justice at 
265 E. 161st Street.

Investigators have de-
termined the explosion was 
caused by a gas main that 
had been tampered with on 
the property, possibly by one 
of the men arrested, accord-
ing to police. 

The makeshift gas line il-
legally diverted gas into the 
apartment for use in the op-
eration, according to police. 

Fertilizer was also found 
in the apartment by fi rst 
responders just before it ig-
nited. 

That explosion killed 
FDNY Battalion Chief Mi-

chael Fahy, 44, of Yonkers, 
and injured 20 others. 

A funeral for Fahy was 
held Saturday in Yonkers 
and was attended by thou-
sands of fi refi ghters from 
across the city, state and 
country.

Another grow house was 
discovered Monday afternoon 
in a large apartment building 
at 1962 University Avenue in 
Morris Heights, according to 
the NYPD. 

Police, fi refi ghters and 
Con Edison employees re-
sponded to an anonymous 
report of a marijuana odor 
coming from a basement 
apartment and found approxi-
mately 90 plants and growing 
equipment.

Responders also found 
an unsafe level of high volt-
age – roughly 70 amps - be-
ing pumped into the small 
apartment in a manner that 
avoided detection by the elec-
tric meters. 

The lone tenant of the 
apartment was not home at the 
time and was being sought by 
police as of Tuesday evening 
for questioning.

Kingsbridge explosion suspects face felony charges

Debris littered the street and neighboring rooftops following Tuesday morning’s incident. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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nealogy, and being inter-
viewed. 

She said that she was 
thrilled to have been cho-
sen from the three fi nal-
ists ultimately selected by 
a committee of educators 
who make the decision 
each year. 

Falciglia told the judges 
that she believes that Miss 
Columbus should be an ac-
tive member of the com-
munity. 

“I feel that Miss Colum-
bus should be in the local 
community, and being that 
I live in Morris Park and 
play softball, I would like 
to do a softball clinic in 
the park (for youth),” she 
said, adding that she will 
be partnering with Signo-
rile on this effort. 

Falciglia has played on 
the varsity team at Spell-
man since her freshman 
year, where she is a catcher 
and a shortstop, and also 
plays third base with Dia-
mond Dolls Fastpitch, a 
traveling softball club that 
her father founded when 
she was eight-years-old, 
she said. 

This year’s Miss Co-
lumbus has committed to 

playing softball at St. Leo 
University in St. Leo, Flor-
ida, which she said excites 
her because she like the 
‘Sunshine State’. 

The high school senior 
said that as of now she 
plans on minoring in en-
gineering, and has yet to 
decide on a major, but that 
it could be mathematics or 
accounting. 

Signorile said that he 
is pleased to hear that Fal-
ciglia wants to help with 
local youth, and is grateful 
to work with her while she 
is still in New York. 

Miss Columbus will re-
ceive a scholarship from 
the Generoso Pope Foun-
dation. 

As for the event plan-
ning, Signorile said that 
the parade is the largest it 
has been, and will feature 
a marching band from It-
aly and the Consulate Gen-
eral of Italy. 

“It is defi nitely the 
second largest Columbus 
parade in New York city 
and state,” he said, adding 
that he is praying for good 
weather. 

As far as the parade 
committee goes, the event 
will go on rain or shine, 
said Signorile. 

There will be a concert 
for the public after the pa-
rade at Loreto Park at 5:30 
p.m. on Sunday. 

The roadway has been 
identifi ed by Mayor de Blasio 
as a ‘Vision Zero Great Street’ 
and as a ‘priority corridor’ 
in the NYC Department of 
Transportation’s Pedestrian 
Safety Action Plans.

The DOT said it is cur-
rently implementing safety 
enhancements from East 
138th to East 158th streets.

These include reducing 
moving lanes from six to 
fi ve, installing 14 concrete 
and two painted median tip 
extensions at intersections, 
expanding concrete trian-
gles, closing the East 153rd 
Street south slip lane with 
paint and gravel, extending 
the west sidewalk by Franz 
Sigel Park in paint and 
gravel, installing a concrete 
island and curb extension 
at East 156th Street, install-
ing parking lanes and chan-
nelization to clarify traffi c 
movements, installing bike 
lanes, creating high visibil-
ity crosswalks, updating cor-
ridor markings and install-
ing pedestrian ramps.

DOT added, safety en-
hancements are underway 
for East 166th to East 171st 
streets, East 171st to East 
175th streets and East 175th 
Street to Fordham Road.

The department will 
continue working with the 
community, stakeholders 
and local elected offi cials 

to address concerns and re-
view safety proposals for the 
Grand Concourse. 

“Some locations along 
the Grand Concourse 
have received pedestrian 
safety improvements 
from the Department of 
Transportation, but this 
entire hazardous cor-
ridor needs a ‘Complete 
Street’ redesign,” said 
Paul Steely White, Tran-
sAlt executive director.

“The Grand Concourse 
is among the most highly 
traffi cked thoroughfares 

in the city making it par-
ticularly deserving of in-
vestments that preserve 
safety and promote eco-
nomic development,” said 
Councilwoman Gibson.

“The potential dan-
gers posed by the Grand 
Concourse make it long 
overdue for a redesign,” 
expressed Councilman 
Torres. “The city should 
move promptly to revamp 
the corridor to protect 
public safety and ensure 
it can tackle increased 
traffi c demands.”

TransAlt Bronx 
Activist Committee 
launched the Complete 
the Concourse cam-
paign in 2014 with sup-
port from Bronx Health 
REACH, BronxWorks, 
Bronx Museum of the 
Arts and Riders Alli-
ance.

More than 3,300 
Bronxites have signed 
the Complete the Con-
course petition.

TransAlt Bronx Ac-
tivist Committee meets 
every third Wednesday 
of the month from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. at the Bronx Mu-

seum of the Arts on 1040 
Grand Concourse.

If interested in signing 
the petition, visit https://
www.transalt.org/get-
involved/neighborhood/
bronx/grandconcourse.
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Miss Columbus selected for Columbus Day Parade

DOT starts safety plan; ‘Complete the Concourse’ 
advocates want dedicated bike paths, bus lanes

(Right) The Grand Concourse 
Crash Map displays the number of 
harmful and fatal crashes along 
the thoroughfare from July 2012 
to August 2016. 
 Photo courtesy of Transportation 
Alternatives

A rendering of the proposed Grand Concourse Safety Redesign. 
 Photo courtesy of Transportation Alternatives

from Page 1

(Right) Deanna Falciglia was 
selected as the 2016 Miss Co-
lumbus for the 40th Annual 
Bronx Columbus Day Parade on 
Sunday, October 9. 
 Photo courtesy of Deanna Falciglia

from Page 1
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Runners raced through Yonkers and the Bronx for the adrenaline-fueled tenth annual Woodlawn ‘Run for a 
Cause’ on Saturday, September 17. The 3.1 mile course had runners racing from St. Mark’s Church in Yonkers all 
the way to Van Cortlandt Park’s Indian Field. This year’s charity race benefi ted the Boomer Esiason Foundation 
and Ronald McDonald House Charities New York Tri-State Area. 

10th Annual Woodlawn 
‘Run For A Cause’ 5K Race

Christopher Ellis (6th from l), race director with Woodlawn Run for a Cause members and volun-
teers. Photo by Edwin Soto

First place champion Bobby Asher (front, r) of Van Cort-
landt Track Club with his team. Photo by Edwin Soto

Christopher Ellis (front, c) and volunteers gave participants 
commemorative carrying bags. Photo by Edwin Soto

(l-r) This year’s winners were third place honoree Ciara Malone, second place 
victor Ashley Cammarota, fi rst place champion Susan Moore, third place hon-
oree Christopher Sheen, second place victor Yonas Woldesellassie and fi rst place 
champion Bobby Asher. Photo by Edwin Soto

Christopher Ellis (l) presented an award to 
Mac and Ann McKeague. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

New York Rose of Tralee People’s Choice Rose 
2016 winner Alice Smyth attended the race. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Mark Stagg, president of Stagg 

Development, the developer of 
1680 Pelham Parkway South, has 
responded to allegations Commu-
nity Board 11 made regarding the 
builder’s unwilllingness to inter-
act with the board.

In a previous Bronx Times 
article, members of CB 11 stated 
they met with Stagg and former 
Bronx Borough President Adolfo 
Carrion in September 2014.

Stagg and Carrion had re-
quested a meeting to ask the 
board for help with the  removal 
of Army veteran Garland Roberts, 
a squatter, from the Pelham Park-
way property.

CB 11 11 member Vinny Prezi-
oso said that after the fi rst meet-
ing, members of the board asked 
Stagg and Carrion to meet again 
with detailed plans of the project 
Stagg Development was planning 
to build on the property.

According to Prezioso, the de-
veloper and former borough presi-
dent had only presented render-
ings of the new apartments.

Stagg told the Bronx Times 
he never received a request to to 
meet with CB 11 again. 

“We were never asked to come 

Builder discusses new Pel. Pkwy. development
back,” said Stagg.

Councilman James Vacca, who 
hosted the fi rst meeting between 
the two sides, said he tried several  
times to schedule follow up meet-
ings.

However, Vacca said Stagg De-
velopment was not able to make 
any of the meetings.

Stagg said if he had been asked 
to come back he and his team 
would have certainly returned.

In addition to addressing the 
meeting misunderstanding, the 
developer was eager to  discuss 
the apartments that are going up 
on the parkway.

Stagg said the location, whick 
is in close proximity to Einstein/
Montefi ore Hospital and the 911 
Call Center, was the ideal location 
for luxury rentals.

Stagg said housing in that area 
could help in “taking cars off the 
road” because people would be liv-
ing close to their jobs.

The developer also touted 
the building’s amenities which 
include underground parking, 
a rooftop terrace and a fi tness 
room.

The seven-fl oor, 129-unit build-
ing will be called ‘The Eques-
trian.’

Stagg said the company wants 
“to keep the history” of the loca-
tion, which housed a horse stable.

Before construction began on 
1680 Pelham Parkway South, the 
property was owned by Buster 
Marengo.

Marengo operated Cy’s Pelham 
Parkway Riding Academy.

Eventually, Marengo had is-
sues paying taxes and the prop-

erty went into foreclosure.
“We know that spot is near 

and dear to many people’s hearts 
just from a geographical per-
spective,” said Stagg. “We want 
to keep that history alive in some 
small way.”

Prezioso said there were some 
concerns about traffi c at the loca-
tion because The Equestrian is on 
a dead end street.

Stagg said traffi c concerns 
have been addressed.  

According to the developer, in 
addition to underground parking 
there will be on-site above ground 
parking available.

Stagg said the company has al-
ready received 250 inquiries for 
the apartments.

The units are scheduled to be 
available in early 2017.

New luxury apartment building, The Equestrian, is set to open in early 2017. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Arthur Avenue has been im-

mortalized as one of ‘America’s 
Greatest Streets.’ 

The American Planning As-
sociation selected the heart of Bel-
mont’s Little Italy as one of the fi ve 
2016 ‘greatest American streets’. 

The designation is part of the ur-
ban planning organization’s Great 
Places of America program, which 
has recognized 260 communities, 
public spaces and streets around 
the United States since 2007. 

This is the fi rst borough loca-
tion to be recognized. 

Elected offi cials and business 
owners gathered at the Belmont 
Public Library to celebrate on Tues-
day, October 4. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. said that while the borough was 
honored by the designation, and 
called it a “tremendous recognition 
for Arthur Avenue,” it is a confi r-
mation of what Bronxites already 
believed.  

“It is important for us to have 
the rest of the nation know that 
great things are happening in the 
Bronx,” said Diaz, adding “We al-
ready knew how great this neigh-
borhood is, but now the rest of the 

Arthur Avenue one of ‘America’s Greatest Streets’

country knows that the best place 
to be is right here in the Bronx, 
right here on Arthur Avenue.” 

This year there were submis-
sions from 36 states, said APA board 
member Courtenay Mercer, adding 
that Arthur Avenue has now been 
recognized along with Fifth Ave-
nue, Broadway and Central Park.” 

The APA celebrated half a mile 
of Arthur Avenue from East 187th 
Street to beyond St. Barnabas 

Hospital as a “exceptionally rich 
streetscape lined with restaurants, 
grocery stores and shops promot-
ing Italian heritage.” 

The organization took note of the 
well-maintained streets and side-
walks supporting a constant fl ux of 
residents and visitors, the fact that 
all buildings are mixed use with 
residences above and shops below 
and of the tourists from nearby cul-
tural institutions.

The APA also took notice of the 
street being in walking distance 
from a bus interchange and train 
station at Fordham Plaza and of the 
areas many street fairs. 

The borough president said that 
he envisions expanding the tour-
ist area on Arthur Avenue to Ford-
ham Road, and attracting a world-
class hotel so that more tourists 
can visit. 

During the celebration, Coun-
cilman Ritchie Torres said that al-
though many neighborhoods are 
changing rapidly, Arthur Avenue 
has maintained its essential char-
acter. 

“I have the gratifi cation of rep-
resenting one of the great streets in 
the country,” said Torres, adding 
“There is no neighborhood in New 
York City that has a higher concen-
tration of family-owned businesses 
dating back decades, if not centu-
ries.”  

Senator Gustavo Rivera said 
that many of the merchants in Bel-
mont have had their businesses for 
generations, and that demographic 
changes have brought in Mexicans 
and Albanians, adding to the com-
munity’s diversity. 

Belmont Business Improvement 

District chairman and owner of 
Madonia Brother’s Bakery, Peter 
Madonia said, “Generations of Ital-
ian families, and those that support 
this community, have helped en-
sure that Arthur Avenue remains 
vibrant, authentic and true to its 
deep cultural roots,” adding “We 
hope the gracious recognition we 
received today will inspire many 
more and future generations to 
come fi nd out what makes Arthur 
Avenue.” 

(l-r) Philip Marino, Belmont BID director; Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.; Pe-
ter Madonia, Belmont BID chairman and owner of Madonia Brothers Bakery; Iris 
Weinshall, New York Public Library chief operating offi cer; Senator Gustavo Rivera; 
Courtenay Mercer, APA board of directors; James Rausse, president of New York 
chapter of American Planning Association and Councilman Ritchie Torres with a 
plaque celebrating Arthur Avenue as a storied street in the United States. Photo by 
Silvio Pacifi co

John Calvelli (l), executive vice presi-
dent at the Wildlife Conservation 
Society and Peter Madonia, Belmont 
BID chairman celebrate the APA’s des-
ignation of Arthur Avenue as a great 
American street. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Professional Middle Eastern dancer and instructor 
Noora Eshams gave a mesmerizing performance. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

PPPrPrPrPrrPrProoffooo esesse sisis onno alala M Mididdle Eastern dancer and instructor
NNNoNoNoooNNooN oorroo a aa EssEsE hahamsmsm g gavvaveee aa a memesmsmereriziziningg g pepep rfrforormamancncee. 
 PhPhPhotootooto byby byyy MiMi Miriariariam Qm Qm Quinuinuin

The third annual Music on the Boulevard Festival 
was music to Bronxites’ ears on Saturday, Sep-
tember 24 at Southern Boulevard between East 
163rd Street and Westchester Avenue. Presented 
by the Southern Boulevard Business Improvement 
District and MAS Productions, this year’s celebra-
tion focused on back-to-school giveaways and 
merchant participation. Hundreds of shoppers, 
residents and their families enjoyed delicious 
food, raffl e prizes, shopping, pina coladas and 
Coca Cola samplings, live music, face painting and 
bouncy castles.

Guests satisfi ed their taste buds with some barbecued shish kabobs. Photo by Miriam Quin

3rd Annual Music On The Boulevard Festival 3rd Annual Music On The Boulevard Festival 

Marques Payne, Southern Boulevard BID director, dis-
tributed bookbags to local youth. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin Michael Lambert (l), Bed-Stuy Gateway Business Improvement District executive director celebrated with hip 

hop legend Melle Mel. Photo by Miriam Quin

Detective Herawattie Jeeuth (l), 41st Precinct Auxiliary with Jen-
nifer Garib, Lotus Flame Restaurant co-owner. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Gilberto Rivera, Jr. rolled down the boule-
vard in his Porsche GT3 Power Wheels. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  O

c
t

o
b

e
r

 9
, 2

0
1

6
   

  8
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

With Columbus Day soon approaching, the Bronx Columbus Day Parade Committee hosted its annual Columbus Day Parade Dinner on 
Friday, September 30 at Maestro’s Caterers. The dinner dance which raises money for the time honored parade, featured Bronx Miss 
Columbus Deanna Falciglia, grand marshal Richard Naclerio, honorary grand marshal Joanne Rubino, and honoree John Cerini.

Bronx Columbus Day Parade 
Committee Serves Up Dinner Dance

(l-r) Grand marshal Richard Naclerio with his wife, Barbara; Tony Signorile; Citizenship Award winner 
John Cerini and honorary grand marshal Joanne Rubino were honored at the gala. Photo by Laura Stone

Bronx Miss Columbus 2010 Kristen Carew 
(l) crowned Bronx Miss Columbus 2016 
Deanna Falciglia. Photo by Laura Stone

Bronx Miss Columbus 2016 Deanna Falciglia (2nd from l) celebrated her crowning achieve-
ment with her parents, Anthony and Dana and her brother, AJ. Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Grand Marshal Richard Naclerio; his son, Richard and 
daughter-in-law, Elisa celebrated with Thomas Messina, rep-
resenting Congressman Joseph Crowley. Photo by Laura Stone

Parade organizer Tony Signorile (c), Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade Committee president, received a proclama-
tion from NYS Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli (r) and con-
gratulations from NYC Public Advocate Letitia James.
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Shavon Wales, Carole Ricci, Andrea Alessandro, Tina Ales-
sandro, Camille Caparelli, Louise DeLucia and Denise Biondi had 
a great time at the cultural celebration. Photo by Laura Stone
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SPONSORED BY:

THE BRONX YMCA
WOULD LIKE TO THANK

ALL OUR PARTICIPANTS AND SPONSORS
FOR HELPING TO MAKE OUR 

10TH ANNUAL BON APPETIT A SUCCESS!

PA R T I C I PA T I N G  R E S T A U R A N T S

BARINO’S MARKET
CABO RESTAURANT

CARIDAD
CEA-LO CAFÉ

CINCO DE MAYO
COFFEE DISTRIBUTING CORP.

D’ANGELO’S PIZZA & PASTA

ESCAPE LATINO
FRANCESCO & GIOVANNI’S  

PINE RESTAURANT
GANGSTA GRANNIES

GOLDEN GLOW COOKIES
GOOD TO GO RESTAURANT

HAVANA CAFÉ

LEVIA CROSKEY CHEESE CAKE
LOBSTER HOUSE

SABROSURA 2 RESTAURANT
STEPHANIE’S CULINARY STUDIO

STEP-IN RESTAURANT
THAI NO. 1

V E N D O R S  A N D  S P O N S O R S

AMERICAN EAGLE OUTFITTERS
AMERICAN GOLF

AMERICAN MUSEUM OF  
NATURAL HISTORY
ANHEUSER BUSCH

ARTUSO PASTRY SHOP
GARY AXELBANK, Host of BronxTalk 

PEDRO & CHRISTINE BARRY
BLUE MAN GROUP SHOW

BRADFORD PORTRAITS
THE BRONX DESIGN GROUP

BRONX OPERA COMPANY

BRONX TIMES REPORTER
BRONX YMCA BOARD OF MANAGERS

C.C. VENDING
CAPTAIN LAWRENCE BREWING CO.

COCA-COLA
DIVING UNLIMITED   

INTERNATIONAL, INC.
EMPIRE CITY CASINO

JLR COMPANY
KLEINFELD’S

MAC COSMETICS
MARRIOTT HOTEL

MELITTA
METRO COOKING & COOLING

NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN
NEW YORK GIANTS

NEW YORK RANGERS
STATEN ISLAND YANKEES

TARGET
TATIANA DAY SPA

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY/
THE BRONX ZOO

Sandra Erickson
Real Estate Inc
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Dog lovers who frequent Soundview 

Park now have a place where they and their 
furry friends can enjoy the outdoors.

Community members and elected offi -
cials came together on Monday, October 3, 
to commemorate the new dog run at Sound-
view park.

“Soundview park has seen remarkable 
investments and improvements over the 
last few years,” said Assemblyman Mar-
cos A. Crespo, “but today’s dog run open-
ing offers a unique yet important amenity 
for Soundview families including our four-
legged neighbors.”

The new facility includes chain link pe-
rimeter fencing and an accessible drinking 
fountain with a dog bowl.

In addition there is a storage box along 
with 1964 World’s Fair-replica benches and 
stone screenings.

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. said 
the dog run was a “long sought after” fea-
ture for Soundview park, adding he was 
“proud” to provide funding for the park.

“As a Soundview resident and dog owner 
myself, I know just how important this dog 
run will be to my neighbors and I thank 
NYC Parks for working to make this proj-
ect a reality,” said Diaz.

Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodri-
guez-Rosa said the dog run will create a 
social experience that will be benefi cial for 
“the dogs [and] the owners as well.”

Jesse Mendoza, chair of the parks com-
mittee for Community Board 9, said like 
many issues this was desired by residents 
for a while.

However, the issue was funding.
Mendoza said there are times that the 

parks department does not have the fund-
ing to add an amenity like the dog run and 
that the community has to reach out to as-
sembly members, council members and the 
borough president.

Borough President Diaz provided 
$350,000 in funding for the project.

“It’s just a positive,” Mendoza said of the 

new addition to Soundview Park. 
Mendoza, who owns three dogs, added it 

will draw the community closer by bring-
ing the people who may be from different 
buildings to one location to socialize. 

“Like they say,” Mendoza added, ‘Dogs 
attract beautiful things.’”

BP Diaz christens new 
Soundview Park dog run

The new dog run at Soundview Park. Photo Courtesy of Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President, Ruben Diaz, Jr., brought his 
dog, Meyling, to the grand opening. 
 Photo Courtesy of Silvio Pacifi co

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Muhammad Mufti regularly takes the 

MTA Bx 10 bus line to his job at the James 
Peters VA hospital in Kingsbridge, where 
he is a doctor. 

The ride isn’t always a smooth one, he 
said while waiting at the West 231st Street 
bus stop Wednesday.   

“It’s really crowded at eight in the morn-
ing, during school time,” Mufti said. 

The Bx 9 line, which he also takes dur-
ing his commute, isn’t any better, he said.

“I remember once I was waiting at the 
VA hospital for the Bx 9 to come back here 
to Riverdale and three buses came, all com-
pletely full,” Mufti recalled. “Every time a 
bus pulled up they would tell us to wait for 
the next one.” 

Another person at the stop, Samuel Del-
valle, is waiting for the Bx 7, which also 
stops at West 231st Street. He said he had 
been waiting for a while, a common occur-
rence.

“Every time I come here it’s always 
late,” he said.

The subpar bus service has not gone un-
noticed by elected offi cials and advocacy 
groups. 

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz recently 
renewed calls to add more buses to the Bx 
10 line. 

Thousands of people rely on the Bx 10 to 
get to and from work everyday, the assem-
blyman said, and those residents should 
not have to deal with severe overcrowding 
or risk being late. 

“Many Bx 10 buses are already too full 
before they reach West 231st Street and 
Broadway, and often those waiting cannot 
get on the bus and have to wait for the next,” 
Dinowitz stated in a letter submitted to the 
MTA. 

The petition signed by the assemblyman 
was sent to the MTA offi ce, but there has 
not yet been a response, according to his 
staff.

On Tuesday, September 6, the public 
transportation advocacy group Riders Al-
liance held a press conference at City Hall 
before they, as well as MTA and NYC De-
partment of Transportation offi cials, testi-
fi ed before the City Council Transportation 
Committee about problems with city buses.

 “Bus service is getting worse, but there 
are still 2.5 million riders on our buses ev-
ery day—that’s 2.5 million reasons to fi x 
the bus,” said Riders Alliance deputy direc-
tor Nick Sifuentes. 

Riders Alliance also announced the 
launch of a new website, busturnaround.
nyc, aimed at documenting performance of 
city bus lines. 

The new site also allows riders to share 

BX 10 bus line 
complaints mirror 

citywide issues

stories and learn about proposals being ad-
vocated by a coalition of groups to make 
bus service better.

The Bus Turnaround coalition is com-
posed of Riders Alliance, NYPIRG’s Strap-
hangers Campaign, TransitCenter, and 
Tri-State Transportation Campaign.  

Bus ridership is down nearly 20 percent 
citywide from 2002 to 2015.

The groups attribute the plummeting 
ridership to traffi c congestion, which is 
slowing down some buses like the Bx 10 to 
an average speed of less than 8 miles per 
hour.

This past summer, the Bus Turnaround 
Coalition released a report detailing how 
other large cities including London and 
Seoul, South Korea have increased bus reli-
ability and service. 

Some of those steps included adding 
more frequent service on routes with high 
ridership, the redesign of routes with ob-
solete or indirect routing, adopting a fare 
payment system that would allow all-door 
bus boarding, overhauling bus dispatching, 
creating more bus lanes and widespread 
traffi c signal priority for buses and better 
reporting of bus performance.

Commuters, elected offi cials and advocacy 
groups are calling for more buses to be added to 
the Bx 10 bus line through Kingsbridge and River-
dale to alleviate crowding and delays. 
 Community News Group / Arthur Cusano
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Hispanic Heritage  
 

Celebrate 

Month 

Councilman  

James Vacca 

Location 
Owen Dolen Park  

2551 Westchester Avenue 

For more information call our office at 718-597-4629 

@WSBID 

Date 
Thursday, October 13th 

Time 
5:30 PM through 7:30 PM 

Live Music by Latin Jazz artist Greg Diamond 
 

Gregdiamondmusic.com 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
As many across the country rec-

ognize Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month, members of the Bronx 
Domestic Violence Roundtable and 
Bronx Legal Services took time 
to educate the community on the 
struggles underserved communi-
ties face when fi ghting this ram-
pant behavior.

On Friday, September 30, the 
round table released a study called 
‘More People to Listen,’ which out-
lined some of the struggles.

Elected offi cials created the 
roundtable - which is comprised of 
experts and advocates for domestic 
violences - in 2014 in order to hear 
how they could help underserved 
communities.

“Listening to people affected 
by intimate-partner violence in 
the Bronx and expanding the re-
sources here in a way that is much 
more aligned with what people 
want was our sole motivation with 
this report and symposium,” said 
Terry Lawson, staff attorney at 
Bronx Legal Services and and one 
of the main author’s in the report.“

Taking time to listen instead of 
dictate makes us all better, and by 
doing so we hope to shift the para-
digm of service provision in the 

Study On domestic violence in the borough released
Bronx, she added.”

In 2015, there were 75,299 do-
mestic violence reports in the 
Bronx and ten intimate-partner ho-
micides. 

That number makes the Bronx 
the borough with the highest 
amount of intimate-partner homi-
cides.

For the study, experts inter-
viewed 140 people affected by do-
mestic. Among those 140 people 
were those below the poverty line, 
minorities and members of the LG-
BTQ community.

The survey found that approxi-
mately 64 percent of those surveyed 
experienced physical or emotional 
abuse from a partner or ex-partner.

In addition, 75 percent turned 
to their friends and family for help 
while only 16 percent turned to law 
enforcement.

According to the 133-page re-
port, there are certain cases where 
underserved groups feels there is a 
stigma attached to them which pre-
vents them from getting the help 
they need.

One service provider to domes-
tic violence victims told surveyors, 
“We had to do real organizing as 
women of color because our needs 
were not addressed at all.”

In some cases for Spanish-
speaking residents - who made up 
40 percent of those that experienced 
sexual violence, they fear seek-
ing help because law enforcement 
is corrupt in the countries from 
which they come.

Councilmember Ritchie Torres 
said the report “makes clear” that 
the Bronx needs greater resources 
“particularly to  help victims and 
survivors of intimate partner vio-
lence.”

The end of the report includes 
multiple recommendations from 
members of the underserved com-
munities and service providers.

Among those recommendations 
is more training for government 
employees so they can better deal 
with poor, LGBTQ, minority and 
mentally ill domestic violence vic-
tims.

In addition, victims and advo-
cacy groups asked for more stabil-
ity in places like the Human Re-
sources Administration. 

They said constant turnover in 
government services takes away 
a relationship with someone who 
was helping that victim heal from 
their experiences.

Also, fi nancially struggling 
victims said restrictions for food 

stamps and other government aid 
needs to be less stringent.

Council member Vanessa Gib-
son, said she was “thrilled” to see 
how much progress the Bronx Do-

mestic Violence Roundtable made 
with the report.

However, she added she is “look-
ing forward to continuing this very 
important work.”

A copy of the ‘More People to Listen’ study done by the Bronx Domestic Violence 
Round Table Photo Courtesy of Bronx Legal Services
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A man provided legal aid to immigrants 

seeking legal status from a Westchester 
Square offi ce for 30 years without a license, 
according to the offi ce of NYS Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman.

Edwin Rivera was arrested Monday, Oc-
tober 3 after a warrant was issued by Bronx 
Supreme Court Judge Betty Owen Stinson 
requiring Rivera to spend at least 30 days in 
jail and could be incarcerated as long as six 
months depending on whether he provides 
restitution for victims and accounting re-
cords. 

Stinson found Rivera in civil and criminal 
contempt in August after he failed to comply 
with previous court orders following a case 
that showed he had been paid $10,000 for ser-
vices from 2008 to 2015 by a customer hoping 
to gain legal status, as well as evidence col-
lected by an undercover investigator, accord-
ing to Schneiderman’s offi ce. 

“My offi ce won’t tolerate fraudsters who 
line their pockets by defrauding some of our 
most vulnerable communities,” Schneider-
man stated in a press release. “The arrest of 

Immigration ‘attorney’ jailed for not repaying victims

Mr. Rivera underscores my offi ce’s commit-
ment to protecting all New Yorkers from un-
scrupulous immigration service providers, 
particularly against repeat offenders.”

Rivera had previously been prosecuted by 
the U.S. Attorney’s offi ce in 1995 while operat-
ing in Manhattan under the company name 
‘Pronto Amnesty’ for defrauding the former 
department of Immigration and Natural Ser-

vices.
Rivera operated out of an offi ce located 

at 1428 Zerega Avenue near the corner of 
Westchester Avenue.  

His business was formerly known as In-
migracion Hoy News Today, but that name 
does not appear anywhere on the building’s 
façade. 

Signs for ‘HBP Accounting,’ or and ‘HBP 
Student Grant Research’ can be seen, how-
ever, and display the same business phone 
number as Inmigracion Hoy News Today.

The company’s website, hbpaccounting.
com, offers tax preparation, accounting and 
auditing services. 

The website also states the company is a 
division of Homeward Bound Program For 
Children, an organization also associated 
with Rivera located at the same address.  

The Zerega Avenue corner offi ce was 
closed Monday, but neighbors said the offi ce 
had been open as recently as the prior week.

According to Schneiderman’s offi ce, Ri-
vera had advertised that the ‘Dream Act’ had 
been enacted back in 2003 and offered to fi le 
applications on behalf of unknowing custom-

ers for $1,500. 
The Dream Act has not, in fact, been en-

acted, and may never be enacted in its cur-
rent form. 

Even after being ordered by state courts 
in 2005 to stop the false advertising and again 
to cease providing immigration services in 
2008, Rivera continued bilking customers, 
netting at least $60,000, according to court 
documents.

Rivera did not offer refunds for paper 
work that was improperly completed or left 
incomplete, sometimes leaving a customer’s 
legal status in even worse shape than when 
they fi rst sought help, according to Schnei-
derman’s offi ce.

Victims of immigration consultant frauds 
are urged to contact the Attorney General’s 
Consumer Helpline at (800) 771-7755 or at 
www.ag.ny.gov.

The United States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services department maintains a list 
of authorized legal aid assistance providers 
on its website, www.uscis.gov. 

The offi ce can also be reached at (800) 375-
5283.

Edwin Rivera was arrested Monday.. Photo courtesy 
of Facebook

City responds to Bronx park crime spike

Pelham Bay Park only cracked the top ten list 
once in the second quarter with two serious 
crimes reported. File Photo

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
On Wednesday, September 28 residents of 

Morris Heights woke up last month to learn 
a paralyzed 21-year-old man had been shot to 
death in the Morton Playground of the Aque-
duct Walk park. 

The victim, Yunior Marquez, was killed 
around 7:30 p.m. the previous night during 
what police believe may have been gang-re-
lated shooting.

Data compiled by the Police Department 
shows that crime is up sharply from just a 
few years ago in the Bronx’s 216 city parks, as 
well as citywide, and steps are being taken to 
address the issue. 

But the spokesman for the agency re-
sponsible for policing the parks say his de-
partment is simply too understaffed to turn 
things around. 

The NYPD has compiled and posted crime 
data for city parks online since 2014. 

The list tallies serious crimes: murder, 
rape, robbery, felony assault, burglary, grand 
larceny and grand larceny of a vehicle.

In 2015, that data showed Crotana Park 
surpassed all other borough parks with 24 
serious crimes reported over the calendar 
year, followed by Claremont Park with 22, 
Macombs Dam Park at 19, Mullaly Park at 18 
and Williamsbridge Oval at 17. 

Rounding out the top 10 were Bronx Park, 
a large area in the northwest corner that in-
cludes the Bronx Zoo and New York Botani-
cal Garden (10); Van Cortlandt Park (9); Franz 
Sigel Park (8); Watson Gleason Playground (7) 
and St. Mary’s Park (6). 

Pelham Bay Park, the largest public city 
park at 2,772 acres – more than three times 
larger than Central Park - only cracked the 
top 10 once in the second quarter with two se-
rious crimes reported. 

For the fi rst six months of 2016, many of 
the parks on that list are on pace to pass last 

year’s numbers. Crotana Park and Clare-
mont Park both have 12 crimes, while Van 
Cortlandt Park has nine and St. Mary’s Park 
has eight. 

Macombs Dam Park and Bronx Park both 
have six.  

Crime spiked during the late summer 
months of the third quarter of 2015, as parks 
saw their annual infl ux of visitors. 

Third quarter numbers for 2015 should be 
available in early October.

This past summer, parks advocate Geof-
frey Croft released a report on park-crime 
citywide that found what he said was a 23 per-
cent spike during the past nine months. 

Croft and members of his watchdog group, 
NYC Park Advocates, fought for years to have 
park crime data made available to the public.

“This is the fi rst time we’ve been able 
to compare nine months to (the prior) nine 
months,” Croft said. “Needless to say, the 
numbers are pretty shocking for most peo-
ple.” 

In the Bronx, 251 crimes were reported 
from April 1, 2015 to March 1, 2016.  

The borough’s Crotana, Claremont, Wil-
liamsbridge Oval and Mullaly parks all made 
Croft’s top 10 list. 

The borough also led the city in murders 
for that period with fi ve – one each in St. 
James Park, Soundview Park, Bronx Park, 
Space Time Playground and Devoe Park. 

The borough also led the list of robberies 
(105) and felony assaults (66).

New York City’s parks, aside from Man-
hattan’s Central Park, are policed by the 
Park Enforcement Patrol, a specially trained, 
unarmed force of peace offi cers. 

Croft said the parks commissioner’s insis-
tence the increase was just a “slight uptick” 
was insulting, and that the number of patrol 
members needs to be increased.

“It’s insulting to the 417 victims,” Croft 

said. “They’ve tried to downplay it.” Instead 
of trying to fi x the problem, they are pretend-
ing it isn’t a problem. I can assure the victims 
feel differently.”

Local 983 president and former Parks En-
forcement patrol offi cer Joe Puleo said he was 
also surprised by the city’s response.

“If crime went up 23 percent in a precinct, 
they would replace the whole administration 
of that police department,” Puleo said. 

Puleo said that parks enforcement patrol 
offi cer numbers simply weren’t enough to ad-
equately patrol all the city’s parks, especially 
in the summer when city pools and beaches 
are open. 

“You basically have nobody out there cov-
ering the parks in the summertime because of 
the high priority like Rockaway and Orchard 
beaches and Coney Island,” Puleo said.

The parks enforrcement patrol is also es-
sential in responding to injuries or accidents 
in large parks where NYPD and FDNY are 
not familiar with the terrain and trails, he 
added. 

“The Police Department’s primary func-
tion is patrolling the streets of New York, not 
28,000 acres of parkland,” Puleo said. “If they 
were to patrol that, they would take resources 
away from the streets. You need a collabora-
tive effort.”

According to data provided by the NYC 
Parks Department, the city employed 81 
parks patrol members in 2005, 110 in 2010 and 
employed 258 in 2016.

They projected 292 would be employed for 
the 2017 fi scal year. 

Calls to the parks commissioner’s offi ce 
for comment were not returned.

 Twenty-four hour patrol of city parks 
was scrapped years ago, Puleo said, and most 
parks have, at most, two patrols per day.  

He said the department had approxi-
mately 450 offi cers in the 1990s, but that 

numbers decreased dramatically under for-
mer parks administrations.  Those numbers 
have not kept up with population and tourist 
growth, he added.

“Tourism each year is reaching all-time 
highs,”Puleo said. “Some of these parks are 
beyond capacity. They never compensated for 
the numbers of people who use our parks. We 
should have 2,000, not 200.”

Councilman Rafael Salamanca, whose 
district includes Crotona Park, said he allo-
cated funding to the parks in this year’s bud-
get to help make the parks safer.

 “I Allocated two patrol cars as part of my 
capital funding, and I gave $70,000 for two Ar-
gus (brand) cameras - one in Crotona Park 
and one in Rainey Park - for better surveil-
lance,” he said. “The NYPD has the money, 
they just need to buy the equipment.”

Friends of Williamsbridge Oval president 
Sheila Sanchez said her group had been con-
cerned in recent months over the spike in 
crime, but that things had seemed to improve 
after members met with members of the 52nd 
Precinct a few months ago.

“There was someone who was starting 
fi res in the park, and that was resolved,” San-
chez said. “We had some kids snatching bags, 
and that too is under control.”
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Councilman Vacca (5th from l) with president Michael McNerney (4th from r) and CCCA’s new executive board. Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s Offi ce

Councilman James Vacca sworn in Country Club Civic Association president Michael McNerney and the new executive board on Wednesday, September 28 at the association’s monthly meeting.

COUNTRY CLUB CIVIC INSTALLS NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD

The veterans were ready to set sail for the annual boat ride. Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

Over 60 veterans from the James J. Peters VA Hospital embarked on Saturday, September 24 for the annual Veterans Boat Ride at the Huguenot Yacht Club. The veterans were treated to a savory breakfast provided by the Huguenot Yacht 
Club Girl Scouts, live piano music, a gourmet lunch and a boat trip on the sound.

VETERANS SET SAIL AT HUGUENOT YACHT CLUB

Guest speaker Borough Presi-
dent Diaz (front, c) with cap-
tain Keith Walton (4th from r), 
49th Precinct commanding of-
fi cer and VNNA members. 
 Photo courtesy of Van Nest 
Neighborhood Alliance

Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. was the guest speaker at 
the Van Nest Neighborhood Al-
liance’s monthly meeting on 
Thursday, September 8 at the 
Msgr. Fiorentino Apartments.

BOROUGH PREZ DIAZ ATTENDS VNNA MEETING
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The zoning change from 
manufacturing to residen-
tial is expected to result in 
a net increase of approxi-
mately 3,250 residential 
units, of which 20 percent 
would be affordable hous-
ing, as well as 72,273 square 
feet of community facility 
space, 35,575 square feet of 
commercial/retail space. 

Approximately 47,795 
square feet of industrial 
space and 98,002 square feet 
of auto-related space would 
be eliminated.

Williamson said union 
members hoped to ensure 
they would get hired to help 
rebuild the Jerome Avenue 
corridor for a livable wage 
and benefi ts like healthcare 
and a pension if the project 
is approved.

“People’s living stan-
dard depends on their in-
come,” he said. “You can 
say you’re taking guns off 
the street, but have to put 
people to work because 
that’s the only time that’s 
going to happen.”

Union protesters said 
they often forced to travel 
to Manhattan or other bor-
oughs to work. 

Privately-funded proj-
ects are not required under 
state law to pay prevailing 
wage or use organized la-
bor, they said. 

“Most of us live in the 
Bronx and we want to work 
in the Bronx, but we have 
to go outside the Bronx be-
cause everything in the 
Bronx is by developers who 
are exploiting the work-
ers and not treating them 
right,” said NYC Commu-
nity Alliance for Workers 
Justice coordinator Eddie 
Jorge.

Of the 17 deaths last year 
that occurred citywide last 
year, 15 involved non-union 
laborers, Jorge added. 

He also said there had 
been lawsuits alleging wage 
theft by some non-union la-
borers.  

John Coffey, a member 
of Local 46 and a member 
of Bronx Board of Busi-
ness Agents, said that while 

there are already signifi -
cant projects underway in 
the borough, private devel-
opers usually based outside 
the city often choose not 
to hire union laborers, in-
stead hiring laborers from 
outside the city. 

“The contractors are 
coming in from New Hamp-
shire, Rhode Island, Con-
necticut - they’re all making 
money here in the Bronx 
and then going home and 
spending that money,” Cof-
fey said. “Yet Bronx resi-
dents have to travel to make 
money.”

Those hired in the Bronx 
are often undocumented 
migrant workers who are 
paid less and work under 
less safe conditions, Coffey 
alleged.

Senator Gustavo Rivera 
was among those who spoke 
at the zoning hearing. 

He said after the hearing 
the community needed to 
work together to make sure 
the rezoning of the Jerome 
Avenue neighborhood met 
the community’s needs.

Bronx union members want Jerome Ave. rezoning jobs

Members of Local 79 Construction and General Building Laborers were among several unions calling 
for more union construction jobs in the Bronx at a protest near Bronx Community College Thursday, 
September 29. Arthur Cusano
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Throggs Neck 

Merchants Association 
will honor the late Ben 
Randazzo at its ninth 
annual dinner dance.

Randazzo, who 
passed away in fall 2015, 
will receive the Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

He was a lifelong 
Bronxite and the chief 
of staff to current As-
semblyman Michael 
Benedetto.

Randazzo, born in 
1941, attended Mount 
St. Michael Academy 
and went on to work 
for AT&T before join-
ing the family business, 
Randazzo’s Fish Mar-
ket, on Arthur Avenue.

He later ran the Shel-
ter Cove Marina by 
Clarence Avenue with 
his brother Cosmo for 
more than two decades 
until selling it in the 
early 2000s.

Randazzo would later 
go on to work for Bene-
detto on a part time ba-
sis before becoming his 
chief of staff in 2007.

Benedetto fondly re-
membered his friend, 
“Ben Randazzo was one 
of the those people - and 
we have many of them 
throughout the area - 
who went out of his way 
to serve his community 
and went out of his way 
very unnoticed over the 
years.

The assembly-
man said people like 
Randazzo are “the back-
bone of our society.”

Randazzo passed 
away of a stroke while 
preparing for the an-
nual Throggs Neck Hal-
loween Parade.

Benedetto said 
Randazzo devoted his 
time to community 
events like the Hallow-
een Day Parade and the 
lighting of the Throggs 
Neck Christmas Tree 
at Derosa O Boyle’s Tri-
angle.

The assemblyman 
added Randazzo’s leg-
acy will always be most 
remembered around 
those holidays.

Stephen Kaufman, 

TNMA president, also 
lauded Randazzo, call-
ing him a “wonderful 
person” and “a really 
staunch community 
leader.”

“He did good deeds 
for all of us living in the 
Throggs Neck commu-
nity,” added Kaufman.

Other honoree’s at 
this year’s dinner and 
dance include Benny 
Diaspara for Business 
Man of the Year, Lily 
Do for Business Woman 
of the Year and Lisa 
Sorin for the Excellence 
Award.

Kaufman said the 
dinner gives the as-
sociation the chance 
to recognize “people 
who have done special 
things for the neighbor-
hood.”

He added it brings the 
community together “to 
share an evening of fun 
and a good time.”

The TNMA Dinner 
Dance will begin at 6:30 
p.m. at Villa Barone 
Manor off the Throgs 
Neck Expressway.

Merchants to honor Randazzo, and 3 others at dinner dance

The late Ben Randazzo is this year’s Lifetime Achievement recipient. File Photo
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10th Anniversary  
Awards Dinner  

Thursday, October 20, 2016 
6:00-7:00PM   Full Cocktail Hour 

7:00-11:00PM   Dinner and Reception 
 

Maestro’s Caterers 
1703 Bronxdale Avenue � Bronx, NY 10462 

 

HONORING 
Hon. Adriano Espaillat – NYS Senator/Candidate for Congress 

Laura Guerriero – Publisher, Bronx Times Reporter 
Frank Palen – Business Manager, Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 21 

Larry Minetti – Educator, Collegiate Institute for Math and Science - Columbus Campus 
 

Music � Food � Open Bar � Valet Parking 
Ticket price: $125/After Oct. 7th: $150.00     Sponsorship: $300 
Vegetarian, Kosher, Halal & Vegan meals available with 10 days notice.     Corporate, Union, Political, Individual 

R.S.V.P. by October 7, 2016        Please make checks payable to: 
Joseph A. McManus, (718) 644-1841                   LIBERTY DEMOCRATIC ASSOCIATION 
Mcmanus638@aol.com            c/o Marjorie Velazquez Lynch 

       3707 E Tremont Avenue, Apt. 1B 
             Bronx, NY 10465 
mv.lynch.11@gmail.com 
 

With the generosity of previous dinner attendees, we were able to donate to the following organizations: 
Bronx Provider Consumer Alliance Resource Center, 49th Pct. Explorers, 49th Pct. Community Council, Bronx Jewish 

Community Council, Pelham Parkway Jewish Community Council, Rose Kennedy CERC at Einstein College, Northeast Bronx 
Assn, St. Lucy’s Church, Bedford-Mosholu Community Assn., VISIONS, Bronx Boy Scout Council, Committee for Effective 
Leadership, Allerton Ave Homeowners & Tenant Assn, Morris Park Community Assn., Pelham Pkwy Neighborhood Assn., 
Bronx County Democratic Committee, Chippewa Democratic Club, New York Botanical Gardens, Hispanic Court Officers 

Society, Wildlife Conservation Society-The Bronx Zoo, The Ranaqua Foundation, Ben Franklin Reform Club, Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade Committee, Throggs Neck Benevolent Association, Our Lady of Shkodra Church, PS175 PTA Card Party, Albanian 

American Open Hand Assn, Wounded Warrior Project & Parkside Resident Council. 


