
BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Chatterton Avenue, between 

Virginia and Pulsey avenues, will 
now be named after Louis F. Ser-
rano. 

The street renaming, which 
took place on Saturday, September 
10, was hosted by council mem-
bers Rafael Salamanca and Ana-
bel Palma.

Serrano, now the pastor at 
Pentecostal Assembly Church 
in Brooklyn, is originally from 
El Barrio San Jose, Toa Baja in 
Puerto Rico.

Since coming to the Bronx from 
Puerto Rico in the 1960s, Serrano 
has served as a chaplain in the 
NYPD in addition to his service in 
Brooklyn parishes.

Although he is a pastor at Pen-
tecostal Assembly Church, he is 
also a Parochial Vicar of the As-
sembly of God Church in Brook-
lyn.

“Reverend Luis Felipe Ser-
rano is a staple in the Bronx,” said 
Palma. “From his selfl ess philan-
thropy during the holidays and at 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A veteran FDNY member 

was killed and 20 people were 
injured early Tuesday morning 
when a home being evacuated 
due to a gas leak exploded.

Captain Michael Fahy, 44, 
a 17-year department member 
and a chief for the FDNY’s 19th 
Battalion, was killed when a 
portion of the building fell on 
his head when the building col-
lapsed at around 7:30 a.m.  

He and other fi rst respond-
ers had just left the home and 
were standing just outside 
when the blast shook the resi-
dential neighborhood.

Mayor de Blasio announced 
Fahy’s death at a hastily sched-
uled press conference at nearby 
New York Presbyterian Hospi-
tal shortly after the blast.

“Tragedy has befallen a 
family, our fi re department 
and our entire city,” de Blasio 
said.

FDNY Commissioner Dan-
iel Nigro said his just-deceased 
member was a rising star 
within the department.

“It’s a terrible loss for the 
Fahy family, it’s a loss for the 
fi re department – we are a fam-
ily and we feel it deeply today,” 
Nigro said. “We lost a hero to-
day and we are all saddened.”

The explosion almost com-
pletely leveled the two-story 
private home at 300 W. 234th 
Street, just a block from Kings-
bridge Road.  Fahy, several 
other fi refi ghters, NYPD mem-
bers, Con Edison employees 
had just exited the building, 
in which a marijuana growing 
facility had just been discov-
ered. 

Several NYPD members 
were taken to North Bronx hos-
pital with minor injuries. Some 
neighboring homes suffered 
minor damage and the explo-

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
There are many questions sur-

rounding the secrecy  of a project 
under construction at 1680 Pel-
ham Parkway South, but few an-
swers. 

The developer is Stagg Devel-
opment Group.

Little is known about the 
seven-story building with 130 lux-
ury apartments .

According to Community 
Board 11 member Vinny Prezioso, 
Mark Stagg, owner of Stagg Devel-
opment Group, and former Bronx 
borough president Adolfo Carrión 
met with members of CB 11 in 2014 
at Councilman James Vacca’s of-
fi ce to introduce themselves to the 
community.

Prezioso said the developer 
presented a few renderings of the 
project to the community board 
members, but the gist of the meet-
ing was Stagg’s  request for help to 
remove a squatter, Garland Rob-
erts, an Army vet, from the prop-
erty so construction could begin.

Prezioso said the board re-
quested another meeting so that 
Stagg and Carrion could provide 
more detailed plans.

That was the last time the two 
sides met.

Vacca said he tried three times 
to schedule a new meeting and the 
two parties even agreed to meet 
more than once.

However, Prezioso said Stagg 
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Mystery Donor Unveiled
On Saturday, September 24 at New York-Presbyterian’s Sickle Cell Aware-
ness Day, 16-year-old Clason Point native, Darius Graham met Los Angeles 
resident Christi Pinkney-Owens, the mystery donor who provided him his 
life changing bone marrow donation in August 2015. Now Sickle Cell free, 
Graham has returned to Bronx Health Careers Academy for the fi rst time 
in over a year with aspirations in becoming a doctor or nurse to help those 
in similar circumstances. Graham and his mother, Verna (r) thanked his 
life-saving donor, Pinkney-Owens (l) during their emotional introduction.                                                   
 Photo courtesy of New York-Presbyterian

CB 11 asks city to open dead-end street

PKWY. BUILDING 
TRAFFIC SNARL

FDNY captain 
killed in house 

explosion
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Chatterton Avenue to be 
renamed for Rev. Serrano
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The 9th Annual Edward S. 
Greenwald, MD, Breast and 
Cervical Screening Event

To register, call 718-920-5906
Monday–Friday, 9:00 AM–5:00 PM
Walk-ins welcome 

Hosted by Montefiore Einstein Center 
for Cancer Care, a proud participant in 
the American Cancer Society Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk on 
October 16, 2016.

All exams will take place at:
Einstein Campus
The Tower at Montefiore Medical Park
1695 Eastchester Road
Bronx, New York 10461

Saturday, October 8, 2016
9:00 AM–1:00 PM
� Breast exams and Pap smears for women  
   18 and older
� Mammograms for women 40 and older
� Women’s health education and information
� Co-pays will apply for those with insurance
� All exams are free for women without
   insurance

WHEN WAS YOUR LAST 
MAMMOGRAM OR PAP SMEAR?

Prevention and early detection can save your life.

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Authorities have identi-

fi ed the decomposed remains 
found at Hammond Cove Ma-
rina as 60-year old James Mi-
chael Brannon.

The medical examiner’s of-
fi ce ruled Brannon’s death a 
homicide after discovering he 
died from a gunshot wound to 
the head.

Brannon’ last known ad-
dress was in Bozeman, MT.

Offi cers recovered the body 
on Tuesday, September 20 at 
12:24 p.m. following a call from 
marina workers.

According to Justin 
Dambinskas, the crate in 
which the body was found sat 
under a boat at the marina for 
a “few years.”

According to DNAInfo, 
Brannon is originally from 
California and is survived 
only by his 80-year old brother 
Thomas, a former member of 
the Naval Criminal Investiga-
tive Service.

Thomas began looking for 
his brother in 2004 after not 
hearing from him in years.

However, his search was fu-
tile and he gave up any hope of 

Hammon Cove Marina dead body identifi ed
fi nding him.

“I suspected he had to be 
dead because I got into his So-
cial Security records and there 
was no activity of any kind. 
When your Social Security 
isn’t being used, something’s 
wrong,” Thomas said.

The NYPD notifi ed Thomas 
of his brother’s death the week 
James was found.

The website reporterd Bran-
non had been in the create for 
about a decade.

Brannon had a few run-ins 
with the law, being arrested 
for driving under the infl u-
ence in both Los Angeles and 
later in Bozeman.

According to sources his 
wallet was still in his pants 
pocket.

The owner of the boat, ac-
cording to the web site was Mi-
chael Scewczyk, who had been 
working on the boat for several 
years to make it seaworthy. 

However, he died shortly 
after completing the work and 
the process of dividing the boat 
owner’s estate was a lengthy 
one. 

He left the boat to his girl-
friend who sold it, DNAInfo 

claims. 
Workers found the crate af-

ter the new owner removed the 
boat from the Marina in July.

However, the crate re-
mained untouched.

Dambinskas said the crate 
was fi nally moved after he and 

his staff were cleaning up the 
marina.

He said they were about to 
throw out the crate but decided 
to take a look inside fi rst.

“I was shocked like every-
one else,” said Dambinskas.

Upon fi nding the body, 

police said it was so de-
composed they could not 
initially provide identifi ca-
tion.

According to authorities, 
“the investigation is ongo-
ing and active.”

MTA quickly fl ips stance on 
fl ag lowering after union fl ap

Continued on page 6

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Mayor de Blasio ordered all 

fl ags be lowered to half-staff 
across the city Tuesday in mem-
ory of FDNY captain Michael 
Fahy.

But the fl ags fl ying at the 
city’s numerous state-run MTA 
facilities were not lowered until 
Wednesday afternoon following 
outcries by MTA employees.  

Members of the Transporta-
tion Workers Union Local 100 
lowered the fl ag at the Kings-
bridge MTA Depot located on 

10th Avenue in Manhattan Wednes-
day morning. 

That action garnered a warning 
from MTA offi cials that employees 
would be suspended for doing so. 

When the workers were told 
only the governor could order such 
an action, they threatened a pro-
test, according to Local 100 spokes-
man Pete Donohue. 

Union employees at other MTA 
facilities showed solidarity by im-
mediately lowering their fl ags as 
well, Donohue added. 

But MTA spokesman Kevin 
Ortiz claimed afterwards that the 

whole issue was simply a misun-
derstanding, and said all MTA 
fl ags were being lowered.

“There was a miscommuni-
cation at the bus depot level,” Or-
tiz said in a written statement. 
“In honor of the fallen FDNY 
Battalion Chief, Michael Fahy, 
who was killed yesterday in the 
line of duty, fl ags at all MTA fa-
cilities are being fl own at half-
staff until further notice.”

The reversal didn’t stop 
union representatives from con-
tinuing to lambast the MTA’s ac-
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sion could be heard from miles away.  
Marijuana plants could be seen in 

the rubble of the home, and fertilizer 
had been reportedly been seen by offi -
cers in the home before the blast took 
place. 

Police were also investigating 
whether residents had tampered with 
the property’s gas lines prior to the in-
cident. 

A man believed to be the occupant 
of the apartment where the marijuana 
operation was located, 34-year-old Ju-
lio Salcedo, was apprehended for ques-
tioning by U.S. Marshals in New Jersey 
Tuesday evening.  

No charges had been fi led against 
him as of Wednesday morning. 

The entire property was  occupied 
solely by renters, according to police. 

A report of a gas odor was called in 
to police by a passing resident less than 
an hour before the incident.

When asked whether the reported 
gas leak had caused the explosion or 
whether the drug operation had caused 
it, Nigro said the blast was still under 
investigation. 

Nigro said he had worked with Fahy’s 
father, Thomas, a retired NYPD cap-
tain. He said the entire department was 
grieving along with the family, which 
included Fahy’s three young children. 

NYPD Commissioner James O’Neall 

said the block had been the focus of a re-
cent investigation into area drug sales, 
and that the investigation would con-
tinue under the Arson and Explosion 
Squad and Bronx Detectives. 

NYPD detectives canvased the 
nearby streets and interviewed hom-
eowners after the blast.

The mayor ended the press confer-
ence reminding all residents not to hes-
itate to call 911 if they smell gas.
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FDNY captain killed in explosion

FDNY Battalion chief Michael Fahy.  
  Photo courtesy of FDNY

Debris littered the street and neighboring rooftops following Tuesday morning’s incident. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Traffi c snarl; CB 11 asks city 
to open dead-end street

(Right) The exterior of the new building at 1680 Pelham Parkway South is almost complete. 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

and his cronies canceled 
each time.

Building permits were 
granted in March 2016 to 
Mohammad R Badaly, of 
Badaly Architects.

Construction of the 
building’s exterior is two-
thirds complete.

One of the community 
board’s concerns with Stagg 
and company was traffi c in 
the area. 

Prezioso said the board 
wanted to address transpor-
tation issues and parking 
since the back of the build-
ing abuts a dead end street.

The development is lo-
cated between Stillwell Av-

enue and Bassett Avenue.
Currently, a portion of 

Bassett Avenue between 
McDonald Street and Pel-
ham Parkway is closed off.

CB 11 chair Anthony Vi-
taliano said Bassett Avenue 
dead ends just south of the 
parkway because the city 
leases out a large parcel of 
land that includes the con-
tinuation of the street.

In a letter to Lissette 
Camilo, commissioner for 
the NYC Department of 
Citywide Administrative 
services, Vitaliano asks that 
the street be cut through to-
wards Pelham Parkway  to 
help relieve possible traffi c 
problems.

A portion of the build-
ing’s property was formerly 
owned by Buster Marengo 
who operated a horse stable 
from the location.

Marengo owned the sta-
ble property for almost two 
decades, but was forced to 
leave due to real estate tax 
arrears.

The property was pur-
chased at auction in 2013 for 
$451,000 by real estate in-
vestor Louis Zazzarino. 

The Bronx Times at-
tempted to contact Mark 
Stagg multiple times about 
the current development 
at 1680 Pelham Parkway 
South but received no reply.

from Page 1

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

from Page 1
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER



BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A Rockland County man abducted from 

his Morris Park auto detailing shop and 
found dead in his car near Van Cortlandt 
Park last week was scheduled to testify 
against an alleged crooked cop in an upcom-
ing trial.

Robert Bishun, 36, of Garnerville, was 
scheduled to testify in the trial of Merlin Al-
ston, formerly of the 46th Precinct. 

Alston was arrested in December 2014 
and charged with conspiracy to distribute 
narcotics and illegal possession of a fi re-
arm. 

He was caught on a wiretap assisting a 
drug dealer with narcotic sales and tipping 
them off to avoid raids, as well as acting as 
a bodyguard, according to court records, 
from 2010 to 2014. 

The trial is scheduled to start Wednes-
day, October 5.

Bishun was abducted by two armed and 
masked men last Tuesday evening from his 
business, Mobile Creation Sounds and Se-
curity, located at 1631 Stillwell Avenue, at 
around 9:50 p.m. 

At around 11:16 p.m., police located Bis-
hun’s high-end BMW sedan parked approxi-
mately six miles away at 6071 Broadway in 
front of Van Cortlandt Park. 

Bishun was found sitting upright in the 
back seat of the vehicle, unconscious and 
unresponsive, with a tightly fastened zip tie 
around his neck. 

He was transported to Montefi ore Hospi-
tal, where he was soon pronounced dead. 

Two other people in the business at 
the time of the abduction were tied up and 
placed in the trunks of vehicles on the prem-
ises, but both managed to get free and call 
for help. 

Alston is accused of assisting in the sale 
of heroin, cocaine and the designer club 
drug known as ‘Ecstasy,’ or  ‘Molly,’ accord-
ing to court records. 

In addition to witness testimony, pros-
ecutors plan to use wiretapped phone calls, 
consensually recorded conversations, sur-
veillance footage and images obtained from 
social media sites to make their case.  

They will also use physical evidence in-
cluding confi scated drugs and drug para-
phernalia, as well as Alston’s own NYPD 
badge and gun.

Alston was out of jail on bail, but follow-
ing Bishun’s murder has been remanded 
back into custody by the federal district 

judge for the Southern District of New York, 
Colleen McMahon, according to police.

Bishun himself had been convicted on 
drug traffi cking charges in 2012 and had 
served roughly three years in prison before 
he returned to his business, according to po-
lice. 

His wife had run the business while he 
was incarcerated, according to police. 

Bishun’s business had previously been 
robbed in January 2015, according to police, 
when two men tied him up and escaped with 
$15,000 in cash and keys to a new Mercedes 
Benz sedan. 

The robbers were never caught.

Murdered MP businessman 
was scheduled to testify

Police from the 49th Precinct conducted an investigation Wednesday at Mobile Creations after the 
36-year-old manager was kidnapped and discovered dead in Riverdale. Photo by Edwin Soto

Robert Bishun Photo courtesy of Facebook

Daniel Deynes, 26, of Brooklyn, faces multiple 
felony charges after assaulting and robbing two 
elderly women in Belmont last month. 
 Photo courtesy of Facebook

Brooklyn man charged in Belmont senior assaults

MTA quickly fl ips stance on fl ag 
lowering after union fl ap

From page 2

tions.
“This incident was the result of the disre-

spectful decisions of brainless bureaucrats at 
NYC Transit, but when workers stand shoul-
der to shoulder we win,” said TWU Local 100 
president John Samuelsen.

On Wednesday, de Blasio told WNYC host 
Brian Lehrer Fahy was a talented man who 
had practiced law but left the fi eld to work as 
a fi refi ghter. 

The mayor said he met with Fahy’s family 
after the tragedy.

“You can imagine how painful it is to 
see what people go through, the pain they 
go through when they fi nd out they’ve lost 
their loved one, their child, their husband,” 
the mayor said. “But it is also a reminder that 
there are good men and women, every day, 
who put their lives on the line for the people 

of New York City. And I can say he died doing 
what he loved doing, and following a family 
tradition – a very noble tradition.”

Bronx offi cials also offered condolences, 
including Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz and Councilman Andrew 
Cohen. They released a joint statement  Tues-
day afternoon:

“We extend our deepest condolences to the 
family of FDNY 19th Battalion Chief Michael 
Fahy who this morning lost his life heroically 
serving our district,” the statement read. 

“Fahy bravely and selfl essly entered this 
home despite the danger, and his ultimate 
sacrifi ce, his character, and his commitment 
to this City will be remembered by all of us. 
He embodies the meaning of ‘The Bravest.’ “

“We also hope for a quick recovery for the 
fi refi ghters, police offi cers and civilians who 
were injured during this devastating explo-
sion that rocked our quiet neighborhood.”
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The man wanted in connection with 

two assaults on seniors in Belmont has 
been arrested, according to the NYPD.

Daniel Deynes, 26, of Brooklyn was 
arrested Wednesday, September 21 after 
NYPD announced him as a person of in-
terest wanted for questioning on Thurs-
day, September 15, according to NYPD 
spokesperson.

Deynes was charged with second-de-
gree robbery, two counts of third-degree 
robbery, second degree assault, four 
counts of burglary, fourth degree grand 
larceny, fourth-degree criminal posses-
sion of stolen property, petite larceny, 
third degree assault, and two counts of 
fi fth-degree criminal possession of sto-
len property. 

He was held on $250,000 bail, accord-
ing to reports.

On Sunday, August 14, a 90-year-
old woman entered her home at Adams 
Place through the unlocked front door to 
fi nd an intruder already inside her liv-
ing room. 

The assailant yanked a chain con-
taining a crucifi x off of her neck and her 
wedding ring off her fi nger and fl ed.

Then, on Sunday, August 21, an 
82-year-old woman was followed into the 
entrance area of her building in the area 
of East 188th Sreet and Arthur Avenue.  

The man threw her to the ground and 
kicked her several times before steal-
ing a gold necklace with the phrase ‘#1 
Grandma’ and several charms off her 
neck.

The Belmont assaults were just two 
of several that have occurred against se-
niors in the Bronx in recent weeks. 

The trend continued on Sunday, 
September 25 when a 68-year-old man 
was struck in the head with a brick at 
around 3 a.m. on Hoe Avenue by an as-

sailant who then stole the man’s phone 
and wallet. 

The victim was taken to Lincoln Hos-
pital and was listed in stable condition.
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The New York Botanical Garden’s Fiesta de Flores was a ‘blooming success’ with guests on Wednes-
day, September 21. Community members and a few local celebrities enjoyed celebrating Hispanic 
Heritage Month with a festival of fl owers, music, arts and crafts, dance food and wine tasting inside 
the Garden. (Left) Marthalicia Mataurita showcased a vibrant painting in progress. (Below left) Artist 
Olga Ayala displayed her visually stunning crafts at the celebration.  (Below right) Sharlene Brown, 
Bronx YMCA executive director, and Bronx County Supreme Court deputy administrative judge Eu-
gene Oliver, Jr. won the raffl e.  All Photos  by Silvio Pacifi co

New York Botanical Garden Hosts

‘Fiesta De Flores’

(Top Group Photo) Laura Guerriero (c), Bronx Times 
Reporter publisher, purchased a beautiful hand bag 
she is holding. Joining her are (l-r) Sally Antonacchio, 
Gianna Dell’Olio and Nyraine and Ymane Unstoppable, 
who created the bag.
(Above Group Photo) Elizabeth Figueroa (back, 3rd 
from l), NYBG Government & Community Relations 
executive director, with friends and family (l-r) Do-
lores Batista, Iris Santiago, Julio Rodreguez, Maria 
Figueroa, Nydia Ocasioo, Bigi Ramos, Providencia 
Casado, Vicky Figueroa and M. Liam Santiago.
(Right) (l-r) Kevin Alicea, Havana Cafe co-owner; Olga 
Luz Tirado, Bronx Tourism Council executive direc-
tor; John and Gerri Sciortino from Bronx Design 
Group and John Marano, Community Board 10 fi rst 
vice chairman, had a great time at Fiesta de Flores.

(Far right) Michael Max Knobbe, BronxNet executive di-
rector, with actress and model Sandy Tejada at the gala.
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LET US RESTORE 
YOUR CONFIDENCE!!!

nymetrovein.com

Financing available

Before After

Adam Y. Goldman, MD

Before After

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Fifteen Bronx residents 

were among 25 people in-
dicted Friday in Bronx Su-
preme Court as part of a wide-
reaching heroin traffi cking 
operation through New York 
and Massachusetts from Mex-
ico.

NYS Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman an-
nounced the arrests Friday 
morning at a press confer-
ence in Manhattan, joined 
by law enforcement offi cials 
from New York, Massachu-
setts and the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency.

“Our message to dealers 
and traffi ckers is simple: we 
will not tolerate anyone smug-
gling death into our state,” 
Schneiderman said. 

The multi-agency inves-
tigation, ‘Operation Dirty 
Dope,’ led to the arrest of 
Bronx residents Argenis 
Grullon; Reymon Rivera 
Ortiz; Francisco Martinez 
Reyes; Edwin Nunez Sierra; 
Manuel Castillano; Manuel 
Amparo; Tomas Salinas; 
Hector Diaz; Gisette Hernan-
dez; Yeimy Matias; Fernando 
Suero; Juan Miguel Marte 
Javier; Carlos Alberto Borges 
Perez; Jose R. Rodriquez and 
Luis Martinez.

Also arrested were three 
Suffolk County residents - 
Luis Aude-Mora, Oscarhyl 
Martinez Aude, Manuel Tor-
res, Amauris Sanchez - as 

well as residents of New Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania, Massachu-
setts and Arizona.

Schneiderman said sus-
pects arrested showed total 
disregard for their customers, 
cutting their products with 
chemicals including chicken 
anesthetic, Novocain, ace-
tone, nail polish remover and 
even roach killer to increase 
product and profi t. 

They used customers as 
guinea pigs to test their prod-
uct to see which were too 
deadly to mass produce, he 
added. 

“They knew they were deal-
ing in death – they were proud 
of it,” Schneiderman said.

Also confi scated were 300 
grams of cocaine, two semi-
automatic weapon and eight 
vehicles, four of which contain 
sophisticated concealed com-
partments, or ‘traps,’ designed 
for the purpose of smuggling 
drugs that could only be 
opened using special remotes.

Confi scated during the in-
vestigation, which used con-
fi dential informants, wire-
taps, and physical and video 
surveillance, were 33 kilos of 
heroin and 2 kilos of another 
powerful opioid, Fentanyl, 
together worth a total street 
value of more than $13 mil-
lion, according to Schneider-
man’s offi ce.

The AG thanked the mem-
bers of the 52nd Precinct, who 
he said played a vital role in 

the investigation. 
NYPD offi cials declined to 

comment in the investigation 
since Schneiderman’s offi ce 
was lead agency. 

Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera praised the arrests. 

“I am encouraged by the 
work of the Bronx District 
Attorney, the NYPD 52nd 
Precinct and the community 
organizations and leaders 
who toil daily against this 
challenge,” he said. We will 
continue to work together to 
build a safe, healthy commu-
nity.”

Cabrera also said he would 
continue to try to fi ght the 
scourge of drugs in the com-
munity.  

“This year I have provided 
funds for additional security 
cameras throughout Council 
District 14 and $4.6 million 
dollars for youth, education, 
violence and gang prevention, 
and parks and recreation ser-
vices. Our youth must see op-
tions and opportunities that 
lead to a bright future.”

The drug shipments went 
from Mexico to Tuscon, AZ, 
where it was tranported to 
the Bronx and then north to 
central Massachusetts, where 
opioid abuse has reached epi-
demic levels

Those charged as major 
traffi ckers could face life in 
prison if convicted, while oth-
ers could face 8 to 25 years, ac-
cording to Schneiderman.

New York State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman announces the largest drug bust in the offi ce’s 
history. Investigators seized 35 kilos of heroin and fentanyl, together worth $13 million 
 Photo courtesy of Attorney General Eric Schneiderman

Bronx men among twenty-fi ve 
arrested for heroin traffi cking
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New York State Senator Jeff Klein 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce
New York Botanical Garden &

The Wildlife Conservation Society

Invite You to the

*Over 100 positions are available! 

RSVP required for this event so that we can schedule your interview.  
Please bring copies of your resume. Please contact Senator Klein’s 
office at (718) 822-2049 or email BronxHireProgram@gmail.com.

Wednesday, October 5, 2016 
 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Hutchinson Metro Center - Conference Center
1200 Waters Place, Bronx, NY 10461

INTERVIEW FAIR

Call to schedule an interview today! Industries include:
accounting, administration, customer service, 

food service, and much more! 

oofffice att ((((718)))) 822 2049 oor emaaiailil BronxnxHxHirirePProggggramam@@@ggggmaaiailil.com.
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Bronx Columbus Day Parade 
names Rubino honorary marshal

Joanne Rubino, 40th Annual Bronx Columbus Day Parade honorary grand mar-
shal, is pictured here during a visit to Sicily in Italy. 
 Photo courtesy of Joanne Russo Rubino

Wooden slats are the only safety measures keep-
ing Carmen Hernandez’s ceiling from imminent 
collapse. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Tenant Carmen Hernandez’s bathroom sink cabi-
net is in deplorable condition. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Tenants demand NYC’s ‘worst landlord’ make repairs

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Columbus Day 

Parade is coming up on Sunday, 
October 9. 

When the parade steps off 
at noon at Morris Park Avenue 
and White Plains Road, and 
marches to the reviewing stand 
at Williamsbridge Road, thou-
sands of spectators are expected 
to line the route. 

Some 18 bands, numerous 
community groups and schools 
are expected to march, said 
Tony Signorile, parade coordi-
nator. 

The grand marshal will be 
businessman, real estate devel-
oper and education philanthro-
pist Richard Naclerio. 

Every recent parade, includ-
ing the upcoming 40th annual 
one, has had an honorary grand 
marshal: an educator . 

This year, the honorary 
grand marshal is Joanne Ru-

bino, a recently retired guid-
ance counselor who worked at 
M.S. 135 and P.S. 78, and for a de-
cade at P.S. 83 in Morris Park. 

Rubino, a graduate of St. 
John’s University and from the 
College of New Rochelle with a 
masters in guidance and coun-
seling, is well known for her 
community work as a Forum 
of Italian American Educators 
board member and a Commu-
nity Board 11 second vice chair-
woman.  

“Joanne reaches out to help 
children in the community who 
are not even her students,” said 
Signorile, adding “She dedi-
cates a lot of time and energy to 
the community.” 

Rubino recounted that she 
wanted to be a teacher after tak-
ing a break from her career to 
raise her two sons in Pelham 
Gardens.  

She started as a substitute 

teacher and initially worked 
full-time as a social studies in-
structor, she said. 

“I noticed that so many kids 
have issues, and I was interested 
in helping the kids who have is-
sues,” said Rubino, adding that 
her husband had suggested she 
become a guidance counselor, 
and she fell in love with it. 

She retired from the Depart-
ment of Education at the end of 
last school year after spending 
25 years in the classroom. 

“I was one of the few people 
in the world who like the middle 
school age,” she said, adding 
“I went the extra mile because 
that is what you do; it was not an 
extra mile for me.” 

She said that she enjoys at-
tending the Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade, especially seeing 
all of the schools marching and 
showcasing their students’ tal-
ents. 

Rubino said that honor  took 
her by surprise. 

“Asking me to be a part of the 
parade was…an honor; it was to-
tally out of the blue,” she said.

The parade is a time to cel-
ebrate Italian-American heri-
tage, said Rubino, adding she 
fi rst learned about her heritage 
after she moved back to New 
York from Georgia as a young 

child and spending the rest 
of her upbringing in the then 
heavily Italian-American Bel-
mont community. 

Tickets for the parade’s an-
nual dinner dance, on Friday, 
September 30 at Maestro’s at 
7:30 p.m. are still on sale. For 
more information, call Chris 
Alessandro at (914) 582-1913 or 
Tony Signorile at (917) 715-2210.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Grand Concourse tenants are de-

manding ‘NYC’s worst landlord’ re-
pair their neglected apartments.

Tenants of 825 Gerard Avenue want 
the building’s landlord, Ved Parkash, 
to make repairs at the six-story, 84-
unit residence.

On Monday, September 19, New 
Settlement Apartments’ Community 
Action for Safe Apartments (CASA) 
and tenants hosted a walkthrough of 
defective apartments. 

Tenants live with cracked ceilings 
and walls, pervasive water leaks and 

mold, collapsing ceilings, incomplete 
repair work and broken appliances.

A CASA spokesman confirmed no 
legal action is being taken against 
Parkash.

Mohammed Gasur, a 16-year ten-
ant, lives with cracked walls, a dislo-
cated window frame and a detached 
closet door frame.

Carmen Hernandez, a 45-year ten-
ant, lives with wooden slats securing 
her back room’s collapsing ceiling, a 
damaged laminate tile f loor, cracked 
walls, a rust stained bathtub, a bath-
room wall missing tiles and bathroom 
mold. 

She said the collapsing ceiling has 
rendered her back room ‘uninhabit-
able’.

“It’s upsetting when you’re work-
ing so hard to pay rent and the whole 
building is a mess,” said Marta Me-
lendez, tenant leader and 43-year ten-
ant.

She said her kitchen repairs 
were left unfinished after Parkash 
alledgedly halted the work.

Tenants claimed Parkash does not 
hire professional workers and they 
only complete the easier tasks.

They added Parkash installed se-
curity cameras in the hallways, but 
only a few function.

Hernandez said the intercom has 
been broken for years and garbage lit-
ters the hallways and elevator.

Tenants and CASA allege Parkash 
“is uninterested in discussing living 

conditions with tenants” despite tell-
ing them to call him instead of 311.

Tenants claimed their calls to 
Parkash’s office often go unan-
swered.

“He’s not a good landlord because 
he tries to cut corners on everything,” 
expressed Hernandez.

NYC Housing Preservation and De-
velopment said as of Wednesday, Sep-
tember 28 there are 182 open housing 
code violations at 825 Gerard Avenue 
with 44 Class A non-hazardous vio-
lations, 106 Class B hazardous viola-
tions and 32 Class C immediately haz-
ardous violations.

The violations were reduced from 
219 open violations.

A Parkash spokesman and tenants 
said 825 Gerard Avenue’s damages re-
sulted from construction of a 17-story, 
134-unit mixed-income residential 
and commercial high rise at 810 River 
Avenue located directly behind the 
property.

As previously reported, Parkash 
was ranked ‘number one’ on NYC 
Public Advocate Letitia James’ ‘100 
Worst Landlords in New York City’ 
last November for accumulating 
2,369 violations in 11 of his 43 build-
ings. Parkash owns approximately 40 
buildings in the Bronx.

The problematic properties include 
2675 Creston Avenue, 2125 Cruger Av-
enue, 2487 Davidson Avenue, 180 E. 
163rd Street, 58 E. 190th Street, 751 
Gerard Avenue, 815 Gerard Avenue, 

750 Grand Concourse, 2820 Sedgwick 
Avenue, 1530 Sheridan Avenue, 2454 
Tiebout Avenue and 835 Walton Av-
enue.

In July, Parkash met with over 120 
tenants from 15 Parkash-owned build-
ings and publicly agreed to make re-
pairs and address their living condi-
tions.

The Parkash spokesman confirmed 
repairs are underway at 825 Gerard 
Avenue.
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The Bronx Chamber of Commerce toasted community leaders at its seventh annual Hispanic Heritage Celebration Luncheon on Thursday, September 22 at Tosca Marquee. This 
year’s distinguished honorees included Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.; Taxi and Limousine Commission commissioner Bill Aguado; Evelyn Vera, FBI New York Offi ce Community Outreach 
specialist; lieutenant Lorraine Perez, Bronx Patrol Community Affairs commanding offi cer; Dr. Milton Santiago, Lehman College vice president of Workforce Development and 
Continuing Education; Olga Luz Tirado, Bronx Tourism Council executive director; deputy chief of Bronx Recreation Karen Pedrosa and Jacqueline Acevedo-Villanueva, Marketing 
Advertising Solutions president. (l-r) Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda; honoree Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.; Assemblyman Marcos Crespo; Nunzio Del Greco; Joseph Kelleher; Councilman 
Rafael Salamanca and Senator Espaillat. All Photox by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronx Chamber Hosts 7th Annual Hispanic Heritage Luncheon

Honoree Olga Luz Tirado (c) was recognized 
by Marlene Cintron, Bronx Overall Economic 
Development president and Joseph Kelle-
her.

Lieutenant Lorraine Perez was honored by 
(l-r) Nunzio Del Greco and borough com-
mander assistant chief Larry Nikunen.

Honoree Dr. Milton Santiago (c) received 
congratulations from (l) Senator Adriano 
Espaillat and Joseph Kelleher.

Evelyn Vera proudly accepted her award 
from (l) former NYPD assistant commis-
sioner Joe Ramos and  Joseph Kelleher. 

Honoree Jacqueline Acevedo-Villanueva (c) accepted her award from (l-r) Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj; Nunzio Del Greco, Chamber president; Nathalia Fernandez, Gjonaj’s chief of staff 
and Joseph Kelleher, Chamber chairman and Simone Metro Properties president.

Honoree Bill Aquado (l) with Katvi Patrick and Nunzio 
Del Greco.
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WAITING WON’T MAKE 
YOUR VARICOSE VEINS 
DISAPPEAR...

BUT WE CAN!
Most advanced minimally invasive procedure 
performed in offi ce. Patients able to return to 
work within one day. Relief of symptoms with 

excellent cosmetic results. 

4915 Broadway, NY, NY 10034
750 Mclean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

37-73 103rd St, Corona NY 11368

718-804-5452

ALSO SPECIALIZE IN OTHER 
COSMETIC PROCEDURES 

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE Consultation 

at one of our offi ces 
Financing available

Most procedures covered by insurance 

nymetrovein.com

Adam Y. Goldman, MD

Before After

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Victims of a massive earthquake in 

central Italy are going to be getting help 
from the Morris Park and greater borough 
community. 

A local fundraising effort to benefi t the 
National Italian American Foundation’s 
Italian American Relief Fund has been ex-
tended through the end of October by local 
coordinators. 

The goal is to raise money locally to 
help Italians affected by the 6.2 magnitude 
quake near Amatrice, Italy on Wednesday, 
August 24 that claimed 292 lives, accord-
ing to published reports. 

Helping to organize the effort are the 
Morris Park Community Association and 
Senator Jeff Klein, who are working with 
the NIAF. 

Many of Morris Park residents, who are 
Italian-American, want to remember their 
kin, said Klein. 

“This is something that pulls on the 
heartstrings of most of the community,” 
he said, noting that during an earlier Ital-
ian disaster, his offi ce and the Morris Park 
community held an event that raised over 
$5,000 for victims. 

Money for the recent earthquake vic-
tims was collected during a recent Temp-
tations concert in Loreto Park on Wednes-
day, August 31 that was hosted by Klein, 
and at a MPCA meeting on Thursday, Sep-
tember 1. 

“We are extending this through Octo-
ber,” said Tony Signorile, MPCA presi-
dent, adding “As Italian-Americans…we 
help other countries, and it is time for ev-
eryone to come together to help the Italian 
relief effort.” 

The community association president 
said that it really did not matter if people 

in the community had relatives or friends 
in the affected Rieti region of Italy, where 
parts of some towns like Amatrice were 
leveled, but that aid was a matter of hu-
manitarian assistance. 

The earthquake was so powerful that it 
woke people up in Rome, about 100 miles 
away, according to reports. 

Alex Benedetto, an NIAF spokes-
woman, said that since the earthquake, 
many groups have wanted to steer money 
towards their relief efforts or are holding 
fundraising events and donating what is 
raised to the NIAF fund. 

In turn, she said, the NIAF has posted 
logos of organizations that have pledged to 
help on a website they have established for 
the relief fund: www.italianamericanre-
lief.org. 

“It is a community effort that we are 
leading,” said Benedetto, adding “We have 
an outpouring of support of people and 
groups who want to work with us.”

For people who want to contribute to the 
relief effort through Senator Jeff Klein’s 
offi ce or the MPCA, checks should be made 
payable to the ‘NIAF.’ 

Checks can be dropped off at the MPCA 
at 1824 Bronxdale Avenue between the 
hours of 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, said Signorile. They can 
also be dropped off at Senator Klein’s dis-
trict offi ce, a spokeswoman said. 

For more information contact either the 
MPCA at (718) 823-0596 or Senator Klein’s 
offi ce at (718) 822-2049. 

According to the NIAF website, the or-
ganization created the Italian American 
Relief effort in 2012 and it is a “coordinated 
effort to provide immediate response when 
natural catastrophes and other disasters 
occur in Italy.” 

MPCA, Klein raise funds 
for Italian quake victims

Said Klein, “This earthquake is something that 
pulled on the heartstrings of most of the com-
munity.” Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce

This is something 
that pulls on the 

heartstrings of most of 
the community, noting 
that during an earlier 

Italian disaster, his 
offi ce and the Morris 

Park community held an 
event that raised over 

$5,000 for victims.
Jeff Klein

Senator
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AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in 
AgeWell New York depends on contract renewal. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare 
Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
H4922_AWNY_4002_AS16_FILE & USE 04152016

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044 
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220Contact us for eligibility and enrollment.

info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

Our high quality and affordable Medicare Advantage and Long Term Care plan options include:

Medicare Advantage Plans  Designed to meet the needs of  
individuals with Medicare and those with both Medicare and Medicaid. 
We have a variety of plan options and a large network of quality doctors 
and providers in the communities where you live.

Managed Long Term Care Plans  Health and long term care services at  
home or in the community for those who are chronically ill or disabled.

Seriously, choosing a  
health plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier. 





the beginning of school years, to 
him being a spiritual leader, he 
has always made it his mission 
to celebrate and support the cul-
ture and talents of our youth and 
families.”

Palma added that Serrana 
“has also dedicated his life to 
bringing awareness to the myr-
iad ills of substance abuse, and 
has a committed passion for pre-
venting domestic violence.”

Senator Ruben Diaz Sr, who 
also attended the street renam-
ing, mentioned how he and Rev. 
Serrano work with the Police-
man’s Benevolent Association to 
provide 1,000 toys to children at 
Christmas every year.

In addition, Diaz said he and 
Serrano work to make sure fam-
ilies have turkeys at both Christ-
mas and Thanksgiving.

“He’s a guy who is a big com-
munity member for the NYPD,” 
said Diaz. “He has contributed to 
the relationship between the po-
lice and the community.”

Councilman Salamanca is 
hoping Serrano’s service to the 
community becomes conta-

gious.
“Reverend Luis Serrano’s 

lasting impact on this commu-
nity cannot be overstated, and 
I am incredibly grateful I had 
the opportunity to help name a 
Bronx street in his honor,” said 
Salamanca,  “A man of faith and 

humility who lives his life for 
others, it’s my hope that having 
a street in his name will only in-
spire others to give back to this 
community as well.”

Reverend Serrano was un-
available to speak because he is 
currently ill.
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from Page 1

(front, l-r) Abigail and Rev. Dr. Luis Serrano, captain Gonzalez and borough command-
er assistant chief Larry Nikunen.  Photo by Edwin Soto

The intersection of Chatterton and Pugsley avenues was renamed in Rev. Dr. Ser-
rano’s honor. Photo by Edwin Soto

Chatterton Avenue to be renamed for Rev. Serrano

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
New York Common Pantry is work-

ing to grow it’s new Nourish Program 
which will bring fresh produce to se-
niors throughout the Bronx.

The Nourish Program began in the 
Bronx during winter 2015 and has a 
goal of serving approximately 13,500 se-
niors when it is fully operational.

Daniel S. Reyes, deputy executive 
director of New York Common Pan-
try, discussed the importance of not 
only making sure hungry seniors get 
food but making sure they get the right 
food.

“Our mission is to obviously allevi-
ate hunger across New York City but we 
really take a holistic approach,” said 
Reyes. “It’s really not just about provid-
ing whatever food comes through our 
doors.”

He said they are “really strategic 
about whatever food we are providing 
because we want to make sure we’re 
providing nutritious food to our fami-
lies and seniors.”

According to Reyes, the program’s 
principal location is in East Harlem but 
NYCC had always wanted a base of op-
erations for Nourish within the Bronx.

He said based on where they were 
located, they noticed an increase in se-
niors coming from the Bronx.

However, although seniors could 

come to East Harlem, NYCC was not 
able to effectively go to where Bronx-
based senior citizens frequented.

Currently, there are two New York 
Common Pantry locations for the Bronx-
based Nourish program.

The warehouse where the food is 

stored and from where NYCC ships the 
food is located on Hunts Point Avenue.

The base of operations where seniors 
and their families can go to pickup food 
is located in Mott Haven on East 138th 
Street.

NYCC does not only serve seniors at 

their Mott Haven location but can now 
make sure it meets its seniors clients at 
the places they commonly visit.

“We’re going out mostly to senior 
centers,” said Reyes. “We’ve brokered 
some relationships with RAIN and 
some medical center that cater mostly 
to seniors.”

He added, “What we’re doing is go-
ing out to these areas where we know 
there is signifi cant need and where se-
niors themselves are congregating in 
social circles.”

Reyes said depending on how big the 
senior center is they will go either once 
or twice a month. 

Before the Nourish program vis-
its one of the places where seniors are 
commonly located, they will be noti-
fi ed NYCC is coming so Nourish can 
serve the most people.

Despite the goal NYCC has to serve 
13,500 seniors when the Nourish pro-
gram is fully operational, Reyes said 

that number is not a ceiling at which 
NYCC plans to stop.

According to the deputy executive 
director, the program was expected to 
pass that goal and serve 14,000 seniors 
by the end of September.

“Our approach has always been to 
never turn anyone away,” said Reyes, 
“and that’s how we have operated for 
the last 30 years.”

New York Common Pantry now servicing the Bronx

New York Common Pantry is working to grow it’s new Nourish Program which will bring fresh produce 
to seniors throughout the Bronx. Photo Courtesy of New York Common Food Pantry
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10th Anniversary  
Awards Dinner  

Thursday, October 20, 2016 
6:00-7:00PM   Full Cocktail Hour 

7:00-11:00PM   Dinner and Reception 
 

Maestro’s Caterers 
1703 Bronxdale Avenue � Bronx, NY 10462 

 

HONORING 
Hon. Adriano Espaillat – NYS Senator/Candidate for Congress 

Laura Guerriero – Publisher, Bronx Times Reporter 
Frank Palen – Business Manager, Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 21 

Larry Minetti – Educator, Collegiate Institute for Math and Science - Columbus Campus 
 

Music � Food � Open Bar � Valet Parking 
Ticket price: $125/After Oct. 7th: $150.00     Sponsorship: $300 
Vegetarian, Kosher, Halal & Vegan meals available with 10 days notice.     Corporate, Union, Political, Individual 

R.S.V.P. by October 7, 2016        Please make checks payable to: 
Joseph A. McManus, (718) 644-1841                   LIBERTY DEMOCRATIC ASSOCIATION 
Mcmanus638@aol.com            c/o Marjorie Velazquez Lynch 

       3707 E Tremont Avenue, Apt. 1B 
             Bronx, NY 10465 
mv.lynch.11@gmail.com 
 

With the generosity of previous dinner attendees, we were able to donate to the following organizations: 
Bronx Provider Consumer Alliance Resource Center, 49th Pct. Explorers, 49th Pct. Community Council, Bronx Jewish 

Community Council, Pelham Parkway Jewish Community Council, Rose Kennedy CERC at Einstein College, Northeast Bronx 
Assn, St. Lucy’s Church, Bedford-Mosholu Community Assn., VISIONS, Bronx Boy Scout Council, Committee for Effective 
Leadership, Allerton Ave Homeowners & Tenant Assn, Morris Park Community Assn., Pelham Pkwy Neighborhood Assn., 
Bronx County Democratic Committee, Chippewa Democratic Club, New York Botanical Gardens, Hispanic Court Officers 

Society, Wildlife Conservation Society-The Bronx Zoo, The Ranaqua Foundation, Ben Franklin Reform Club, Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade Committee, Throggs Neck Benevolent Association, Our Lady of Shkodra Church, PS175 PTA Card Party, Albanian 

American Open Hand Assn, Wounded Warrior Project & Parkside Resident Council. 


