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Wrapped in plastic, horribly decomposed

BODY FOUND IN
MARINA CRATE

Drunk driver
injures man in
‘road diet’ area

Morris Park Town Hall
addresses heroin epidemic

Heroes Remembered
The FDNY, Engine 70 and Ladder 53 members, Senator Jeff Klein and 
family members saluted two courageous fi refi ghters who perished in 
the line of duty 61 years ago. Engine 70 fi refi ghter John Daly and ladder 
Company 53 Peter Bradley were remembered in a heartwarming plaque 
dedication ceremony on Sunday, September 18 at their 169 Schofi eld 
Street fi re house. Daly’s great-grandchildren Arthur (l) and Phillip Man-
nis stood before the plaque commemorating Daly and Bradley’s bravery 
and sacrifi ces.                                         Photo by Laura Stone

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A life-threatening accident 

has already occurred in the con-
troversial Throggs Neck ‘road 
diet’ area. 

Motorist Justin Jenkins, 
charged with driving under the 
influence and vehicular assault, 
struck pedestrian Azariah Mey-
ers near 3233 E. Tremont Avenue 
on Saturday, September 17 at 
3:35 a.m., according to a crimi-
nal complaint. 

Meyers is on life support. 
The accident happened along 

a stretch of East Tremont Avenue 
near Waterbury Avenue where 
NYC Department of Transporta-
tion, at Councilman James Vac-
ca’s request, implemented traf-
fic calming techniques known 
as a road diet. 

The road diet has proved con-
troversial with many local resi-
dents, according to published 
reports.

In response to the accident, 
the councilman conceded that 
the road markings, painted lines 
which eliminated a traffic lane 
in each direction and created 
left-turn bays and wider parking 
lanes, would not prevent a drunk 
driver from driving carelessly. 

Previously, the councilman 
used the early morning hit-and-
run death of Giovanni Nin in 
June to resurrect the road diet 
plan after Community Board 
10 voted it down, according to 
previous Bronx Times reports, 
eventhough many in the com-
munity believed that a greater 
police presence would be the 
best way to accomplish a safer 
roadway. 

“My only response is that I 
don’t think drunk drivers care 
where painted lines are on the 
street,” said Vacca of the Sep-
tember 17 accident. “This could 
have happened anywhere; this 
had nothing to do with a road 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The authorities recovered 

a dead body at Hammond Cove 
Marina on Tuesday, September 
20 at approximately 12:14 p.m.

Officers arrived on the scene 
after they were contacted by 
staff at the marina.

According to the office of 
the NYC Medical Examiner, the 
ME was examining the body on 
Wednesday, September 21 and 
there was no identification of 
the body.

Justin Dambinskas, opera-
tions manager at Hammond 
Cove Marina, said the crate 
which held the body had been 
sitting under the boat at the ma-
rina.

The boat was on the marina 
property for several years as the 
boat owner prepared it for the 
sea. 

He died a short time after he 
finished the work, and  Dambin-
skas said the process of dividing 
the estate’s assets had been a 
lenghty one.

He said once the boat owner’s 
estate was settled, the boat was 
removed in July.

Nevertheless, the tool box 
was not claimed by the family 
and remained on the  site that 
had been the boat’s previous 
drydock location.

Dambinskas said he and his 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Senator Jeff Klein and As-

semblyman Mark Gjonaj held a 
Heroin Town Hall during which 
elected offi cials and experts in-
formed residents on ways they 
can fi ght heroin addiction.

The Bronx recently became 
the borough with the most deaths 
due to heroin overdoses in New 
York City, said Klein.

He added, since 2015 the Bronx 
has had approximately 140 deaths 
from heroin overdoses - double 

the amount of Brooklyn, Manhat-
tan and Queens.

The senator said he has re-
ceived notices of concern from 
members of the community, in-
cluding the Morris Park Asso-
ciation which helped sponsor the 
event.

During the past few months 
there have been three heroin-re-
lated overdose deaths in Loretto 
Park, located in Morris Park.

Klein discussed during the 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Preparations for the 40th Annual Bronx 

Columbus Day Parade are progressing. 
Parade organizers announced the grand 

marshal and honorary grand marshal for 
the annual celebration of community and 
Italian pride. 

When the parade steps off this year at 
noon on Sunday, October 9 and marches 
along Morris Park Avenue from White 
Plains to Williamsbridge roads, real es-
tate developer and philanthropist Richard 
Naclerio will be honored as its grand mar-
shal. 

Naclerio served as CEO and president 
of Naclerio Contracting Corporation, an 
infrastructure company, and of RAN Con-
sulting Corporation, a mortgage broker-
age. 

His education-directed philanthropy 
includes an endowed professorship at Vil-
lanova University School and a host of other 
programs, including one for elementary 
school-age children.

He was originally from Allerton and 
Pelham Gardens; he attended P.S. 89, P.S. 
108 and Columbus High School. 

He indicated that his Italian-American 
heritage shaped his character. 

“It instilled in me the belief in doing 
what is best for yourself most of the time, 
but for others all of the time,” he said about 
his heritage. 

Naclerio has strong ties to the borough, 

40th Annual Columbus Parade Oct. 9

having served as a former trustee to Cal-
vary Hospital and Our Lady of Mercy Med-
ical Center, as well as on the board of the 
Bronx Society of the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children. 

He is also a past member of the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce and the Rotary Club 
of the Bronx. 

Parade coordinator Tony Signorile said 
that Naclerio was chosen because he has 
been a friend of the Morris Park commu-
nity. 

The honorary grand marshal this year 
will be Joanne Rubino, a retired teacher 
and Community Board 11 member, said Si-
gnorile. 

Rubino is active with the Forum of Ital-
ian American Educators, and has served on 
that group’s executive board

The coordinator explained that the pa-
rade costs between costs $60,000 to $80,000 
to put on every year, and corporate partner-
ships are one of the primary ways the pa-
rade succeeds, along with help from local 
elected offi cials. 

The parade itself is expected to be better 
than ever this year, said Signorile. 

“For our 40th anniversary, as of now, we 
have 18 bands,” he said, adding that the pa-
rade pays to have the bands attend. “One of 
the bands is coming from Italy.” 

The parade remains the second larg-
est in the state after Manhattan’s, with 
marches and performers coming not just 
from local community groups and organi-
zations, but from all over the metropolitan 
area, and this year, Italy, said Signorile.  

“I attribute our success to carrying on 
the tradition and culture of what it is to be 
Italian,” he said.

The parade has continued to serve not 
only Italian-Americans but also the demo-

graphic melting pot that makes up the bor-
ough, he said, adding “this parade is for ev-
eryone.” 

The parade’s annual dinner dance will 
take place this year on Friday, September 
30 at Maestro’s Caterers at 7:30 p.m. For 
more information, call Chris Alessandro at 
(914) 582-1913. 

RICHARD NACLERIO JOANNE RUBINO
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*Minimum $25 to open a checking account. This offer may not be combined with any other offers and applies to checking account customers only.  This offer is limited to one checking account per tax ID#. You will receive promotional compensation
as follows if you use the promo code required and actions are performed within the first 60 days of opening your checking account: $50 if you sign up and receive eStatements; $100 for direct depositing a minimum of $250 from a recurring
Direct Deposit of payroll, Federal/state government benefit, or pension benefit; $50 for using your debit card ten times to complete a signature or PIN transaction. The maximum amount any customer can receive is $200. Promotional compensation
will be credited to your checking account within 30 days after the qualifying time period passes (90 days). Existing checking account customers are eligible if the promo code is provided and the required actions are performed after the start date of this offer and
prior to the offer’s termination. Account must be in good standing to receive compensation.  This offer is subject to change and to early termination without prior notice at any time. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Bonus will be considered interest and will 
be reported to IRS form 1099-INT. Employees of Ridgewood Savings Bank and its subsidiaries and their immediate families are not eligible for $200 bonus. Online account opening eligible for New York State and Fairfield County residents only. Member FDIC.

GET UP TO $200 FOR OPENING 
A NEW ACCOUNT* AND  SEE A 
SQUIRREL JUGGLING ACORNS.

THAT’S NOT JUST GOOD, 
THAT’S RIDGEWOOD GOOD.

RIDGEWOODGOOD.COM
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town hall the state offi cial’s approach to 
New York’s heroin epidemic.

Earlier this summer, Gov. Cuomo ap-
proved a bill that allocated $180 million to-
wards a comprehensive heroin treatment 
program.

The program is working to make sure 
there is more compliance from insurance 
companies so those companies don’t make 
it hard for addicts to receive treatment.

For example, the new legislations calls 
for insurance companies to conduct a uti-

Morris Park Town Hall addresses heroin epidemic
lization review only after 14 days of treat-
ment for the patient.

In addition, insurance companies can-
not request a review before the patient 
receives medication necessary for things 
such as withdrawal symptoms or standard 
treatment.

Klein said offi cials “want to let people 
understand that truly we have a compre-
hensive approach and that help is on the 
way.”

Assemblyman Gjonaj stressed with the 
parents in the audience that they play a vi-

From page 1

tal role in keeping their kids from abusing 
drugs and alcohol.

He even suggested parents drug test 
their own kids, adding tests are inexpen-
sive and can be bought from local drug 
stores.

“These children are using heroin as 
early as 12-years old,” stressed Gjonaj. 
“Please don’t be fooled.”

Both Klein and Gjonaj said heroin ad-
diction does not chose a specifi c socioeco-
nomic status, race, sexual orientation or 
age.

Gjonaj also warned parents who say 
“not my kid” and believe their child is 
above heroin addiction.

He added even if their child was taught 
not to use drugs, peer pressure can be a 
“scary” persuader towards drug use.

Arlene Gonzalez-Sanchez, commis-
sioner for the NYS Offi ce of Alcoholism 
and Substance Abuse Services, said OA-
SAS is one of the largest treatment centers 
in the state.

The offi ce has 1,600 providers and has 
100,000 patients “in any one day,” accord-
ing to Gonzalez-Sanchez.

In the Bronx, the commissioner said 
there are 65 treatment programs. 

The treatment, said Gonzalez-Sanchez, 
is called medication-assisted treatment 
and treats approximately 11,000 Bronxites 
each day.

Sanchez said the state has also started 
an anti-heroin campaign, which has al-

ready installed a billboard on 167th Street 
to promote the fi ght against heroin addic-
tion.

Sanchez added that even though the 
night’s discussion was on heroin the OA-
SAS is dedicated to treating all types of 
substance abuse.

District Attorney Darcel D. Clark said 
she has been to other parts of the state 
where offi cials are claiming the heroin 
in their communities is coming from the 
Bronx.

Clark said the Bronx does not want that 
reputation.

She pleaded with those in attendance, 
stressing “everyone” knows the drug 
dealer on the street and the community 
should let the police know.

Clark also addressed fears community 
members may have of retaliation from 
drug dealers.

She said the alternative to keeping quiet 
is that people will keep dying on the streets 
from heroin overdoses.

In addition to discussions on what the 
state is doing for heroin treatment, resi-
dents also learned what to do if they see 
someone overdosing on heroin.

The instructions were highlighted by a 
demonstration on how to administer Nalox-
one, the drug commonly used to reverse an 
overdose.

Once the training was completed attend-
ees received a certifi cate of Naloxone train-
ing and their own package of the drug.

(l-r) Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; Dr. Sarah Church, Montefi ore Medical Center Substance Abuse Pro-
grams executive director; Senator Jeff Klein; Commissioner Arlene Gonzalez-Sanchez, OASAS; District 
Attorney Darcel Clark and Luke J. Nasta, Camelot executive director. Photo by SIlvio Pacifi co

Body found in marina crate
staff were about to throw away the 
crate on Tuesday and decided to look 
inside it before they tossed it out.

From page 1 He said he was “shocked like every-
one else.”

The body, which was wrapped in 
plastic, was so decomposed the sex of 
the remains could not be determined.

Police recovered a body at Hammonds Cove Marina on Tuesday, September 20. 
 Community News Group/Robert Christie
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10th Anniversary  
Awards Dinner  

Thursday, October 20, 2016 
6:00-7:00PM   Full Cocktail Hour 

7:00-11:00PM   Dinner and Reception 
 

Maestro’s Caterers 
1703 Bronxdale Avenue � Bronx, NY 10462 

 

HONORING 
Hon. Adriano Espaillat – NYS Senator/Candidate for Congress 

Laura Guerriero – Publisher, Bronx Times Reporter 
Frank Palen – Business Manager, Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 21 

Larry Minetti – Educator, Collegiate Institute for Math and Science - Columbus Campus 
 

Music � Food � Open Bar � Valet Parking 
Ticket price: $125/After Oct. 7th: $150.00     Sponsorship: $300 
Vegetarian, Kosher, Halal & Vegan meals available with 10 days notice.     Corporate, Union, Political, Individual 

R.S.V.P. by October 7, 2016        Please make checks payable to: 
Joseph A. McManus, (718) 644-1841                   LIBERTY DEMOCRATIC ASSOCIATION 
Mcmanus638@aol.com            c/o Marjorie Velazquez Lynch 

       3707 E Tremont Avenue, Apt. 1B 
             Bronx, NY 10465 
mv.lynch.11@gmail.com 
 

With the generosity of previous dinner attendees, we were able to donate to the following organizations: 
Bronx Provider Consumer Alliance Resource Center, 49th Pct. Explorers, 49th Pct. Community Council, Bronx Jewish 

Community Council, Pelham Parkway Jewish Community Council, Rose Kennedy CERC at Einstein College, Northeast Bronx 
Assn, St. Lucy’s Church, Bedford-Mosholu Community Assn., VISIONS, Bronx Boy Scout Council, Committee for Effective 
Leadership, Allerton Ave Homeowners & Tenant Assn, Morris Park Community Assn., Pelham Pkwy Neighborhood Assn., 
Bronx County Democratic Committee, Chippewa Democratic Club, New York Botanical Gardens, Hispanic Court Officers 

Society, Wildlife Conservation Society-The Bronx Zoo, The Ranaqua Foundation, Ben Franklin Reform Club, Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade Committee, Throggs Neck Benevolent Association, Our Lady of Shkodra Church, PS175 PTA Card Party, Albanian 

American Open Hand Assn, Wounded Warrior Project & Parkside Resident Council. 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The owner of an auto after-market shop 

is dead following his abduction on Tuesday, 
September 20, according to the NYPD.

Police responded to a 911 call of an armed 
kidnapping at Mobile Creations Sounds & 
Security Corporation at 1631 Stillwell Av-
enue at 8:50 a.m.

 Two customers, who were also tied up 
and put in a vehicle trunk, told police they 
had managed to get free.

They claimed two male suspects, wear-
ing masks, gloves and hooded sweatshirts, 
entered the store and tied them up. 

The shop’s owner, Robert Bishun, 36, of 
Rockland County, was forcibly taken by the 
assailants.

At around 11:16 a.m., police located Bis-
hun’s high-end BMW sedan parked approx-
imately six miles away at 6071 Broadway in 
front of Van Cortlandt Park.  

Bishun was found sitting upright in the 
back seat of the vehicle, unconscious and 
unresponsive, with a tightly fastened zip 
tie around his neck. 

He was transported to Montefi ore Hospi-
tal, where he was pronounced dead.

Bishrun had a drug arrest history said 
authorities.

 He was arrested in 2012 along with a 
co-worker in connection with a heroin ring 
after DEA agents found cocaine, heroin, a 
handgun, large amounts of cash and a pa-
perwork detailing ongoing drug transac-
tions on the premises. 

Bishun was convicted on felony drug 
traffi cking charges and served a 2 to 3 years 
federal prison stint before he was released 
in November 2014, according to 49th Pre-
cinct Detective Jay Sturdivant. 

Bishun’s wife, Celia Cuza, ran the busi-
ness while he was incarcerated, Sturdivant 
confi rmed.

Bishun had been the victim of a similar 
incident on January 24, 2015, Sturdivant 
said, when two unidentifi ed men entered 
the store brandishing a handgun and tied 
him up before making off with $15,000 and 
the keys to a 2015 Mercedes Benz sedan. 
They were not caught.

The other person arrested in the 2012 
raid of the auto sound shop, James Rainer, 
was sentenced to 72 months in federal 
prison, according to published reports.  

Morris Park auto shop owner 
found dead after abduction

Sturdivant said he was unfamiliar with 
Rainer’s case and did not know whether he 
was still serving time. 

Tuesday’s incident left community lead-
ers concerned in what is one of the bor-
ough’s safest communities.  

“This is very serious for this neighbor-
hood,” said Morris Park Community Asso-
ciation vice president Al D’Angelo Wednes-
day. “It’s not good, because when people 
hear about it they might think this neigh-
borhood is not as safe as it actually is.”

D’Angelo said he suspects Bishun was 
targeted and that the incident was not ran-
dom, since only the owner was abducted 
from the store. 

He said he was not familiar with Bis-
hun’s drug arrest in 2012, but that it seemed 
likely to be related to the incident.

“No one deserves to die, but that’s the 
price you pay for getting involved with that 
sort of thing,” D’Angelo said.

Robert Bishun, 36, of Rockland County, was found 
dead in the trunk of a car near Van Cortlandt Park 
just hours after he was abducted from his Mor-
ris Park auto shop Tuesday evening. Two other 
people at the shop were tied up and stuffed in 
car trunks but managed to escape and call 911. 
 Photo courtesy of Facebook

Police from the 49th Precinct conducted an investigation Wednesday at Mobile Creations after the 
36-year-old manager was kidnapped and found dead in Riverdale. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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ITALIAN, SEAFOOD AND STEAKS SERVED WITH A FLAIR

PRIVATE PARTY & MEETING ROOMS

STEAKS & SEAFOODS

SUPERIOR SEAFOOD & TASTY STEAKS

PLATED WITH PIAZZAZE

ARTIE’S FAMOUS  
BLACKENED RIBEYES

ENJOY A JUMBO MARTINI OR

SELECTED WINE BY THE GLASS

ARTIE’S ZUPPA-DI PESCE FOR TWO

AS FEATURED ON “GOOD DAY NEW YORK”
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER

FULL WINE LIST  
(WITH FULL AND HALF BOTTLES)

CITY ISLAND’S BEST STEAKS

CHEF’S SPECIALS DAILY

FAMOUS MOUTH WATERING RIBS

JUMBO COCKTAIL MENU 

DINING ROOMS & BAR/LOUNGE  
WITH A MEDITERRANEAN FLARE

A SPIRITED SETTING FOR NETWORKING

FREE PARKING 718-885-9885 / 718-885-0586 / FAX 718-885-3283
WWW.ARTIESCITYISLAND.COM

DAILY SPECIALS

“A BRONX  
CHEER” 
NY DAILY NEWS

CITY ISLAND’S 
BEST 

CLAMBAKE

DINNER &  
FUN AT  

THE BAR
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LET US RESTORE 
YOUR CONFIDENCE!!!

nymetrovein.com

Financing available

Before After

Adam Y. Goldman, MD

Before After

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Bronx Charter School For Excel-

lence celebrated their new seven-story fa-
cility Wednesday morning with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

The state-licensed not-for-profi t corpora-
tion Excellence Community Schools opened 
its fi rst school for grades K-8 in 2004, and 
moved into the new building last week.

“Here stands the best symbol of excel-
lence that could be created and squeezed 
onto a residential block,” said CEO Char-
lene Reid.

The celebration comes after three years 
of construction at 1952 Benedict Avenue to 
facilitate more students. The school cur-
rently educates 810 students in kindergar-
ten through eighth grade, up from 500 last 
year.

“We use to have two classrooms in each 
grade level and now we have three,” Reid 
said.

Students at the school have achieved 
test scores signifi cantly higher than local 
public schools, scoring 67 percent higher 
on ELA tests and 22 percent higher on math 
testing, according to the district. 

Not only has the corporation just opened 
BCSE 2 for grades K-1 at 1804 Holland Av-
enue, but they are planning to open new 
schools in other locations in school dis-
tricts 10, 11 and 12.

Bronx Excellence 3 will open next fall 
and Bronx Excellence 4 the following fall 
and then Bronx Excellence 5, Reid said. The 
corporation opened a second charter school 
in Stanford, CT last year. 

Reid said the locations of the three 
planned schools was not known yet, 

but that the third school location would 
likely be finalized in the next three 
months. She said the schools could be 
new buildings or be established in exist-
ing structures. 

“It depends on what would be the best 
deal and basically the need… we’re going 
where the highest need is,” Reid said.

Founding board member Joyce Frost, 
a partner at the derivatives advisory fi rm 
Riverside Risk Advisors LLC and a former 
senior executive at Morgan Stanley and 
Chase, said board members worked for 
years to raise capital for the new building. 

The agency issued $25 million in tax-
exempt bonds onto the market, but the de-
mand for the bonds exceeded $250 million, 
Frost said.

“We had so much investment demand 
for the bonds, we blew it out of the water,” 
Frost said. “We issued the lowest yielding 
tax exempt bonds in the charter school 
market ever.”

Board chair Stacey Lauren said she was 
grateful to be able to provide the commu-
nity with a new educational opportunity 
and thanked board members and staff for 
their commitment in getting the building 
completed.

“This project wasn’t without its chal-
lenges,” said Lauren, a former marketing 
executive for Pfi zer Pharmaceuticals. “But 
with your perseverance, commitment and 
creativity, we were able to complete this 
building. The smiles on the fi rst day of 
school reinforced how important it was for 
everyone to work hard to open the building 
and to fi ll the classrooms with superb aca-
demics.”

Charter school opens new home, 
announces expansions

(l-r) Deirdre Flynn, Mardi Schecter, Charlene Reid, Andra Ehrenkranz, Joyce Frost, Kory Apton, Kim 
Hartman, students Tatyana Warner and Jeffrey Ortiz, Stacy Lauren and Michael Stern cut the ribbon 
at the charter school’s grand opening. Photo by Edwin Soto
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2590 FRISBY AVENUE
(at Westchester Square)

Your eyes are precious.

Finding the right doctor to handle all

your vision needs and concerns is one of

the most important decisions you’ll

ever make. You need and deserve

expert and compassionate care.

At Pisacano Eye, your vision is our

number one priority and we believe

you should be treated like family. We

take that statement very seriously—

after all, Pisacano Eye is a

professional, family-owned and

family-staffed eye care practice. The

father and son team of Drs. Anthony

and Michael Pisacano are here to

make sure you receive the finest care

in their state-of-the-art facility and

that you are treated with patience

and respect — just like family.

Expert care specializing in

Preserving Sight. Serving The Bronx

See what  
you’ve been  
missing
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WAITING WON’T MAKE 
YOUR VARICOSE VEINS 
DISAPPEAR...

BUT WE CAN!
Most advanced minimally invasive procedure 
performed in offi ce. Patients able to return to 
work within one day. Relief of symptoms with 

excellent cosmetic results. 

4915 Broadway, NY, NY 10034
750 Mclean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

37-73 103rd St, Corona NY 11368

718-804-5452

ALSO SPECIALIZE IN OTHER 
COSMETIC PROCEDURES 

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE Consultation 

at one of our offi ces 
Financing available

Most procedures covered by insurance 

nymetrovein.com

Adam Y. Goldman, MD

Before After

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Habitat for Humanity New York City is 

bringing to the Bronx affordable housing to 
Williamsbridge.

The non-profi t and for-profi t developer 
Almat Group, announced on Tuesday, 
September 13 the closing on The Sydney 
House.

The 57-unit affordable development will 
be the largest multi-family development 
built by a HFH affi liate.

Karen Haycox, CEO for Habitat for Hu-
manity New York City, said a stable home 
can “set the foundation for all the other 
aspect in left, yet so many New Yorkers 
struggle in substandard or rent-burdened 
households.”

She added that with “the strength and 
commitment of our partnerships, this 
project will provide 57 hard-working fam-
ilies with the opportunity to own a home 
and establish roots in their communi-
ties.”

The apartments will be located at 839-
843 Tilden Street and consist of one-, two-, 
and three-bedroom options.

In addition, there will be a shared 2,000 
square foot open community space and 
multiple green roofs.

Residents will also have on-site parking 
for vehicles and bicycles, laundry facilities 
and a community area.

The units will be available to working 

families making between 50 percent and 
100 percent of the area median income.

“As for-profi t developers, we recognize 
the need and role of affordable housing in 
the fabric of the New York City economic 
narrative,” said Almat Group co-founder 
Uche Alozie.

Alozie added the group was “excited” to 
be working with Habitat for Humanity on 
the project.

The project, which is $30 million, was 
funded by Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr., Councilman Andy King, the NYS Af-
fordable Housing Corporation, and the 
NYC Department of Housing Preservation 
and Development.

Diaz said he was “proud” the Bronx was 
“leading the way in providing housing op-
portunities for people of all incomes” in the 
borough. 

The borough president, who contributed 
$1.2 million to the project, added home own-
ership “provides stability, rebuilds neigh-
borhoods and will further strengthen the 
economy and quality of life for all Bronx-
ites and the entire city.”

King said that “many of [his] constitu-
ents have complained that they are un-
able to fi nd decent, affordable housing. I’m 
proud that this option will be available in 
the northeast Bronx.”

Construction for the building is ex-
pected to begin in 2017.

Rendering for front of The Sydney house by Habitat for Humanity and The Almat Group 
 Photo Couresty of Union Street Studio, LLC.

Habitat for Humanity to 
build 57-units on Tilden St.
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10% LESS
ON ANY PURCHASE

Cannot be used on sales items or already discounted prices. With this 
coupon ONLY. Cannot combine offers. Expires October 15, 2016

Checks & Major Credit Cards Accepted. Hours: Monday - Friday  7:30 am to 5 pm, Saturday 7:30am to 3pm

DOORSMOLDING & TRIM

BUILDING SUPPLIES

DECKS

We have been a local lumber yard & hardware store for over 50 years, serving our community, with a wide variety of building 
materials that have been available & that are now available. This provides us a lot of experience to assist you in selecting the 
proper products for your repair or renovation job. Whether you are a contractor or a do-it yourselfer, we have the supplies for you.

PATIOS

LUMBER
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two new apartment buildings will of-

fer residents attractive amenities.  
A groundbreaking was held on Mon-

day, September 19 for the apartment build-
ings containing 314-units total on the SBH 
Health System campus that will feature 
accommodations geared toward reducing 
health inequalities.

The $156 million affordable housing 
complex at 4511 and 4439 Third Avenue 
is to include a ‘teaching kitchen’ where 
community can learn to cook nutritious 
meals and a rooftop garden for growing 
produce. 

Residents are also expected to enjoy 
comprehensive wellness programing such 
as smoking prevention and nutrition.

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
hailed the development for combining 
housing and healthcare, and for its pub-
lic-private partnership.

“This project is a perfect fit for our bor-
ough’s ongoing positive transformation,” 
said Diaz, adding that he was glad to con-
tribute $1 million in capital funds for the 
building and congratulated St. Barnabas 
and developer L+M Development Partners 
on the groundbreaking.

The borough president said that proj-
ects like this one are building a different 
mindset among residents so they can be 
healthy and take part in the growth in the 
borough.  

Dr. David Perlstein, the new president 
and CEO of SBH Health Systems, also re-
ferred to as St. Barnabas Hospital, said 
that many of the issues that their medi-
cal teams deal with are related to their 
patients not living in safe housing, and by 
creating safe housing they can increase 
wellness. 

“This to me brings it all together and 
says let’s address all of the issues that are 
problematic for patients and that keeps 
them from addressing their health,” said 
Perlstein, adding  “The idea is that you 
can’t take care of an individual unless 
you are going to address all the holistic 
things that go with it.”

The housing is located across Third 
Avenue from the hospital making it much 
easier to address health needs in a holis-
tic way, and the teaching kitchen will be 
used by SBH Health System personnel 
to gain knowledge so that they can more 
effectively speak to patients about nutri-
tion, said Perlstein.

Senator Gustavo Rivera, Assembly-
man Victor Pichardo, various state and 
city officials, and Ron Moelis of L+M 
Development Partners spoke during the 
groundbreaking. 

Past SBH CEO Dr. Scott Cooper had 
been conceptualizing the project for a 
long time, said Moelis, adding that L+M 
had built a similar type of project in post-
Katrina New Orleans that SBH Health 

SBH to construct a 314-unit affordable complex

The groundbreaking for 4511 Third Avenue on Monday, September 19 was a time of celebration for 
those who made it possible. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Systems visited before deciding to begin 
on their own. 

SBH Health Systems’ president said that 
50 of the units in the building would be set-
aside for high-frequency Medicaid users as 
part of a NYS Department of Health’s Med-
icaid Redesign Team, said Perlstein. 

The complex is 100% affordable. As 
part of the mix, 95 units will be set aside 

for supportive and non-supportive hous-
ing for the formerly homeless.  

The project is funded by a host of 
sources, including $71.1 million bonds 
and a mortgage loan from NYS Homes 
and Community Renewal. 

Targeted completion date for the 
project is in 2018, stated an SBH spokes-
woman.

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Veterans of all ages, along 

with their friends and family, 
gathered at American Legion 
Post 1456 to remember their 
brothers in arms who were - and 
are - prisoners of war and sol-
diers missing in action.

Attendees called on their loved 
ones to “never forget” those still 
unaccounted for who have served 
from World War II to current con-
fl icts all over the world.

The hour long event included 
two ceremonies - the empty chair 
ceremony and a candlelight vigil.

The empty chair ceremony 
consists of many symbols that rep-
resent both the soldier that is still 
missing and his or her family.

Among the symbols are the 
red ribbon on the vase - a ribbon 
which is commonly worn on a sol-
dier’s lapel - which demands that 
that soldier’s family receive a 
proper account of what happened 
to their family member.

In addition, the salt sprinkled 
on the plate, represents the count-
less tears of the family members 
who are waiting to fi nd out what 
happened to their loved one.

“Let us remember to never for-
get their sacrifi ce, and may God 

AL vigil held to remember prisoners of war and MIAs
watch over them and protect their 
families,” said Vietnam War vet-
eran Tony Salimbine.

For the candlelight vigil, many 
attendees were handed a candle 
attached to a piece of paper with 
the name of a POW or MIA. 

After the name was read, the 
individual would blow out the 
candle.

Some chose to honor the person 
on the candle by saying a short 
prayer or saluting before blowing 
out the candle.

According to Vietnam War era 
Veteran Gerry Artz, the number 
of POW’s and persons missing in 
action stands at 1,587.

“Those who’ve fought for the 
freedoms we hold dear - past, pres-
ent and future - must have confi -
dence they will not be left behind 
if they are captured or become 
missing said Artz.

He added it is the current ad-
ministration responsibility to 
maintain a level of accountabil-
ity when it comes to soldiers who 
have not returned home.

“The Vietnam generation are 
all senior citizens now,” said Com-
mander Joseph Faix. “What you 
try to do is, you want to connect 
the generations. You want some-

one to fi nd out about their grand-
father or in some cases even their 
great grandfather.”

Faix who was a Marine that 
served in Operation Desert 
Storm, added, “To learn about the 

history of this country and about 
what families have gone through 
and are still going through I 
think is a little bit more impor-
tant than the next iPhone that’s 
coming out.”

Veterans, along with their friends and family, remember prisoners of war and those missing in action through a candlelight vigil.
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

The commander added the 
American Legion is hoping to 
keep pressure on local politicians 
and Congress so they may help 
the families who are still missing 
loved ones get closure.
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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diet.” 
The councilman said he be-

lieves the assertion that the 
drunk driving accident is proof 
that the road diet is not needed 
is completely false, and the work 
of people “with an agenda.” 

The councilman said that in 
response to this incident, he has 
called on the 45th Precinct to do 
sobriety stops along East Trem-
ont Avenue to monitor the late-
night revelers leaving the area’s 
many clubs and bars. 

In response to Vacca’s re-
quest, Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct 
Council president, said that he 
likes the idea of cops keeping an 
eye on the people leaving bars, 
but with 28 bars in the area, the 
precinct is limited as to what it 
can do because of limited man-
power. 

“We should be doing periodic 
checks and spot checks, but it is 
going to continue to happen un-
less we have the bartenders and 
the bar owners involved,” said 
Bieder. 

Drunk driver injures 
man in ‘road diet’ area

From page 1 Andrew Chirico, co-leader of 
the Waterbury-LaSalle Commu-
nity Association, stated that the 
45th Precinct is understaffed, 
and instead of spending time and 
money painting lines in the street, 
money should instead be spent on 
the NYPD for enforcement. 

John Marano, CB 10 vice 
chairman, called for enforce-
ment after the latest accident, 
and said that the people who are 
slowing down for the ‘road diet’ 
are law-abiding citizens. 

“I feel that enforcement is the 
answer,” said Marano “We need 
unannounced check points that 
keep drivers on their toes.” 

One of the most vocal oppo-
nents of the ‘road diet,’ John 
Cerini, said the councilman 
should have waited longer before 
he announced at a CB 10 meeting 
on Thursday, September 15 that 
the road diet was a success.

Cerini, a Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association board mem-
ber, said that once again the 
merchants and the 45th Precinct 
would be on the street urging 
motorists in the ‘road diet’ area 

The roadway where a drunk driving accident left a pedestrian in critical condition. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

to slow down. 
The event is tentatively sched-

uled for Friday, October 21 at 

11 a.m. he said, adding that the 
date was chosen because it is the  
anniversary of the death of one 

of the three pedestrians killed 
in the ‘road diet’ area, between 
Waterbury Avenue and Bruck-
ner Boulevard, since 2010. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Modeled after an upstate New 

York-style county fair, the Ford-
ham Road Fair is sure to please 
everyone. 

The Fordham Road Fair, run 
by the Fordham Road Business 
Improvement District, will take 
place this year on Saturday, Octo-
ber 1 on East Fordham Road from 
East 188th Street to East Kings-
bridge Road. It runs from noon to 
6 p.m. 

It will feature stiltwalkers, jug-
glers, magicians, carnival games, 
live musical entertainment and 
a classic car show, said Daniel 
Bernstein, deputy director, Ford-
ham Road BID.

“What we are doing is bringing 
a fair like one you would normally 
be able to fi nd only at a county fair 
grounds to Fordham Road here,” 
said Bernstein, adding “It was a 
big hit last year.” 

Fordham Road will be closed 
off completely to vehicular traffi c 
for the fair and buses will be re-
routed, he said. 

“Major planning goes into this 
type of an event,” said Bernstein, 
adding “NYPD (offi cers) are in 
here early in the morning clos-
ing traffi c off…the only cars you 

Fordham Road BID to host Fair on October 1

will see will be in the classic car 
show.” 

For the event, musical enter-
tainment will be concentrated 
on a stage near Bryan Park, and 
there‘s  a D.J. from noon to 2 p.m. 
with live entertainment following 
from 2 to 6 p.m., according to the 
BID. 

The performance stage promises good music for all at this year’s Fordham Road Fair. Photo courtesy of Fordham Road BID

The classic car show will be on 
East Fordham Road from Grand 
Concourse to Valentine Avenue, 
according to the BID. 

Carnival-style games are 
situated between Valentine and 
Tiebout avenues, with food con-
centrated west of the Grand Con-
course, said Bernstein. 

The Fordham Road Fair grew 
out of a similar event that was 
held for over two decades along 
East Fordham Road called the 
Fordham Road Renaissance Festi-
val, said the BID deputy director. 

One of the BID’s forerunner, 
the Bronx Council for Economic 
Development, coordinated the 

renaissance festival, said Bern-
stein, but that organization was 
dissolved. 

“It was something that the 
residents really loved,” said Bern-
stein of the original festival. 

Councilman Ritchie Torres 
was very helpful in providing 
funding for the Fordham Road 
Fair, said Bernstein. 

“(The Fordham Road Fair) has 
become a signature event of the 
Fordham Road BID,” said Torres. 
“Since Fordham Road is the com-
mercial, cultural and geographic 
center of the Bronx, it is only fi t-
ting that you have a festival on 
Fordham Road.” 

The councilman and his offi ce 
had to work with the Fordham 
Road BID to secure another permit 
for the new Fordham Road Fair to 
replace the festival, he said 

“We are proud to be able to re-
store what had been a longstand-
ing tradition,” said Torres, adding 
that Fordham Road without a fes-
tival was a void in the cultural life 
of the borough. 

The councilman said that 
he has been a strong support in 
terms of funding for the Fordham 
Road BID, including $30,000 in FY 
2014 and $55,000 in both FY 2015 
and FY 2016.
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www.royalcoachdiner.com

3260 Boston Road  Bronx, New York 10469

(718) 653-1716
VISIT OUR OTHER LOCATIONS

– LINDENWOOD DINER –

lindenwooddiner.com

– JONATHAN’S RESTAURANT –

jonathansrestaurant.net

NEW MENU
featuring our Cajun seasoned crab legs

 
Fri. & Sat. Opened 24 Hours

Breakfast 

Specials 

8am – 11am 

7 Days 

a Week!

Royal Coach
DINER

“ the spice  
of life”


