
BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Construction has begun on a 

new 12-story, 91-unit building in 
Mott Haven.

The $22 million project, which 
will go up at 329 E, 132nd Street, 
will be constructed by JCAL devel-
opment and the Altmark Group.

Joshua Weissman, president of 
JCAL, said the company is very  
“bullish on the area” and added 
the company “believes in the 
south Bronx.”

Weissman said the public 

transportation in the area is great 
and praised the neighborhood’s 
proximity to Manhattan.

He added the architecture of 
buildings in the neighborhood 
make it feel like “old school New 
York City.”

The project is being  funded by 
First Niagra Bank.

Tracy Dembicer, fi rst vice 
president for First Niagra’s com-
mercial real estate group, said the 
bank was excited to join Mott Ha-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
In our borough the fallen 

first responders and civilians 
of the terrorist attacks on Sep-
tember 11, 2001 will not be for-
gotten. 

A group of events honoring 
the memory of 9/11 victims on 
the 15th anniversary of the 
horrific events of that day are 
being hosted in the borough 
on and around Sunday, Sep-
tember 11. 

At Jacobi Medical Center, 
home to a permanent memo-
rial listing the names of the 
borough’s victims, the Jacobi’s 
Community Advisory Board is 
unanimous in its commitment 
to an ongoing, annual event 
marking the tragedy, said Syl-
via Lask, a Jacobi CAB mem-
ber coordinating the event. 

“There is not one person 
on the Jacobi CAB who dis-
agrees about having this re-
membrance every year,” said 
Lask. 

Lask said that some Jacobi 
staff members have family or 
friends who died in the 9/11 
terrorist attacks, and that the 
best way to remember is the 
annual ceremony. 

The Jacobi event takes 
place this year on Sunday, 
September 11 at 8:30 a.m. at 
the foot of the hospital’s 9/11 
Memorial Garden, which is 
next to Building 2. The CAB is 
asking that attendees arrive 
by 8:15 a.m.

A remembrance hosted by 
Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. and the Supreme Court of 
Bronx County will take place 
on Wednesday, September 14 
between noon and 2 p.m. 

Elected officials, judges 
and FDNY and NYPD person-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Police are still seeking the 

driver of a van that struck and 
killed a 65-year-old Bronx man last 
week, and raising new questions 
about road safety in Morris Park.

The accident occurred Tuesday, 
August 30 at around 9:15 p.m. at the 
intersection of

Bronxdale Avenue and Barnes 
Avenue, where responding offi cers 
found the victim, later identifi ed 
as longtime neighborhood resi-
dent Ralph Fino, unconscious and 
unresponsive due to trauma to the 
body. 

He was taken to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center by ambulance where he 
later died.

According to the NYPD, the man 
was walking across Bronxdale Av-
enue near Barnes Avenue when he 
was struck by a light-colored van 
traveling westbound on Bronxdale 
Avenue. The elderly gentleman  
was fl ipped  into the air and hit 
again by a dark green Honda Odys-
sey that was traveling eastbound. 

The driver of the Honda a 
33-year-old woman, remained at 
the scene. However, the driver of 
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Morris Park man killed 
by 2 vehicles

Edgewater’s Great Debate 

BRONXDALE AVE.
HIT AND RUN

Bronx 
remembers 

Sept. 11’s 15th 
anniversary

The Edgewater Park Athletic Association celebrated its centennial Labor 
Day Weekend Olympics from Friday, September 2 through Sunday, Sep-
tember 4 with such time honored local traditions as the always creative 
baby parade and various sporting events.   
‘The Great Debate’ fl oat’s Tara Butler dressed as Democratic presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton gained enough votes to earn third place in the 
competition.     Photo by Laura Stone

$22 million, 91-unit rental 
planned for Mott Haven



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  S

e
p

t
e

m
b

e
r

 1
1

, 2
0

1
6

   
  2

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

New York State Senator
Senator Jeffrey D. Klein

Senator Klein’s 6th Annual

FIRST RESPONDER 
APPRECIATION BBQ

In the spirit of thanks, please join me and our 
local veterans for this special event!

Saturday, September 17, 2016
12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Orchard Beach
Enjoy Free Food, Drinks, Face Painting and Games with  

Entertainment provided by the band FDR Drive!
Special Honors to be given out to local NYPD, FDNY and EMT Heroes 

RSVP is required with preference given to first to First Responders & their families.
To RSVP for this event you must

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An open senatorial 

seat in the northeastern 
part of the borough dom-
inates the primary day 
landscape, but it’s not 
the only contest in the 
borough this year. 

In the Democratic 
primary on Tuesday, 
September 13, five can-
didates are vying to re-
place former Senator 
Ruth Hassell-Thompson 
in the 36th Senate Dis-
trict, which includes the 
communities of Co-op 
City, Williamsbridge, 
Wakefield, Baychester 
and Eastchester, as well 
as Mt. Vernon.

Competing for that 
seat are Jamaal Bailey, 

Rev. Que English, Pa-
mela Johnson, Rev. Ed-
ward Mulraine and Dr. 
Alvin Ponder. 

BronxNet Public Ac-
cess television spon-
sored a debate among 
the candidates in the 
district on Monday, 
August 29. Four of the 
five candidates partici-
pated. 

Bailey, who has the 
backing of the Bronx 
Democratic County 
Committee,  stressed 
during the debate his 
deep roots in the com-
munity and his experi-
ence as an aide to As-
sembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie. 

“I have significant 
experience in govern-
ment, specifically in the 
state legislature,” said 
Bailey.  “Having worked 
with Assembly Speaker 
Heastie, I feel that I 
know the ins and outs of 
government.”

Bailey has the en-
dorsement of at least 16 
unions, according to his 

website. 
Mulraine, a former 

Williamsbridge NAACP 
president, said on Bronx-
Net that he has a proven 
track record of experi-
ence in both the Bronx 
and Westchester parts of 
the district. 

“I have the leader-

ship qualities and a 
proven record stretch-
ing for over 30 years,” 
said Mulraine.  “I think 
that proven leadership 
will be the key to de-
termining who will be 
best when they get to the 
state senate.” 

Johnson, a former 

Community Education 
Council 11 president, 
said that she was the 
candidate to vote for if 
voters want an educa-
tion candidate. 

Ponder, a member of 
Community Board 10,  
said in a BronxNet can-
didate statement that he 
would focus on health-
care-related issues. 

BronxNet held de-
bates for a number of 
primary races, includ-
ing in the 33rd Senate 
District between Sena-
tor Gustavo Rivera and 
Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera, said Bronx 
Talk host Gary Axel-
bank, who moderated 
the debates.  

BronxNet and Axel-
bank also hosted candi-
date forums for Ischia 
Bravo, running for the 
78th Assembly District 
against the incumbent 
Jose Rivera and Assem-
blyman Victor Pichardo 
who is up for re-election 
in the 86th Assembly 
District,  he said. 

“I think it is vitally 
important for the dem-
ocratic process,” said 
Axelbank of BronxNet’s 
hosting these debates. 
“Because these are local 
races, and most of the 
New York media doesn’t 
focus on these local 
races.”

He added: “voters 
have no other way to see 
the candidates speak on 
issues of importance.” 

Pichardo, who is again 
facing Hector Ramirez 
who he defeated two 
years ago in a very tight 
race, said that he has de-
bated and defended his 
policy positions and feels 
good moving forward. 

He cited his accom-
plishments in securing 
member items for den-
tal equipment for Union 
Community Health Care 
and for school program-
ming. 

He added that his op-
ponent has skipped out 
on some of the debates, 
including the one at 
BronxNet . 

Candidates prepare for Primary Day, Sept. 13th

(l-r) Pamela Hamilton-Johnson, Jamaal Bailey, debate moderator 
Gary Axelbank, Rev. Ed Mulraine and Rev. Que English. Photo by 
Aracelis Batista

I think it is vitally 
important for 

the democratic 
process.

Gary Axelbank
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LET US RESTORE 
YOUR CONFIDENCE!!!

nymetrovein.com

Financing available

Before After

Adam Y. Goldman, MD

Before After

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The proposed rezoning 

of a long corridor of Jerome 
Avenue will enable larger, 
taller buildings and more 
market rate and affordable 
housing units, according to 
a report just released by the 
NYC Planning Department.

The report, released 
Wednesday, August 31, 
stated a public scoping meet-
ing is scheduled for Septem-
ber 29 at 4 p.m. at Bronx 
Community College’s Gould 
Memorial Library Audito-
rium. 

The proposed changes 
will rezone approximately 
73 blocks, primarily along 
Jerome Avenue in commu-
nity boards four, fi ve and 
seven. 

The rezoning would im-
pact parts of the Highbridge, 
Mount Eden, Concourse, 
Mount Hope, University 
Heights and Morris Heights 
neighborhoods to create a 
Special Jerome Avenue Dis-
trict from E.165th Street 
north to 184th Street. 

The proposal includes 
portions of Edward L. Grant 
Highway, East 170th Street, 
Mount Eden Avenue, Trem-
ont Avenue, Burnside Ave-
nue and East 183rd Street.

The zoning change from 
manufacturing to residen-

tial is expected to result in 
a net increase of approxi-
mately 3,250 residential 
units, 72,273 square feet of 
community facility space, 
35,575 square feet of com-
mercial/retail space, while 
eliminating 47,795 square 
feet of industrial space and 
98,002 square feet of auto-re-
lated uses, according to the 
report. 

The city’s mandatory in-
clusionary housing policy 
would require developers 
to set aside 25 percent of the 
residential fl oor area for af-
fordable housing units for 
residents with incomes av-
eraging 60 percent of the 
area median income, which 
would create than 800 new 
affordable units in the area.

 In CB 4, where roughly 
half of the rezoning would 
take place, district manager 
Paul Philps said he been fol-
lowing the planning process 
over the past two years.    

 He said that while noth-
ing was fi nal yet, he hoped 
the rezoning and related 
plans would address the 
area’s housing needs and 
provide a signifi cant in-
vestment in infrastructure, 
particularly new school con-
struction  and transporta-
tion improvements.

“We hope the land use 

and zoning changes will sig-
nifi cantly improve the qual-
ity of life in this district,” 
Philp said.

Calls to CB 5 for comment 
were not returned by press 
time. CB 7 district manager 
Andrew Sandler declined to 
comment on the proposal.

Other redevelopment 
plans in the south Bronx 
have been met with mixed 
response in recent months, 
with plans for luxury hous-
ing in the Port Morris area 
stirring fears in some resi-
dents of gentrifi cation like 
that seen in Brooklyn over 
the past two decades. 

Senior Policy Fellow 
of NYU’s Furman Center 
For Real Estate and Pub-
lic Policy Mark Willis said 
that while he did not want 
to speculate about what im-
pact the Jerome Avenue re-
development would have 
other than what the city had 
projected, he said housing 
would continue to be in high 
demand as the city’s popula-
tion continued to swell.

“There is a lot of demand 
for housing, across all bor-
oughs and all income lev-
els,” Willis said.

The entire plan can be 
found on the Department 
of Planning section of the 
city’s website, www.nyc.gov.

City submits Jerome Ave. 
73-block rezoning plan

Proposed plans to rezone a long stretch of Jerome Avenue to allow construction of larger buildings 
will create over 3,200 new apartments, of which over 800 would be required to be affordable. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Department of City Planning
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the van fl ed in the vehicle 
westbound on Bronxdale Av-
enue.

Morris Park Community 
Association president Tony 
Signorile said speeding was 
not a rare occurrence on 
Bronxdale Avenue, espe-
cially where the road curves 
between Morris Park and 
Rhinelander avenues.

“I call it a racetrack, be-
cause everybody speeds,” he 
said. 

Signorile said there had 
been talk in the past of add-
ing more traffi c lights or 
other speed deterrents, but 
nothing had been imple-
mented. 

“They should put speed 
bumps,” Signorile said. “I 
hope this is a wake up call to 
our elected offi cials.”

Community Board 11 dis-

trict manager Jeremy Wer-
neke said he was not aware 
of any plans for traffi c or 
safety adjustments on the 
road in the near future, but 
said the issue could be dis-
cussed at the board’s Thurs-
day, September. 22 meeting.

Councilman James 
Vacca said he would be open 
to supporting traffi c adjust-
ments on the road if the resi-
dents called for them. 

But any adjustments 
would ultimately have to get 
approved through the NYC 
Department of Transporta-
tion, he said.

“The City Council has no 
jurisdiction on city roads,” 
Vacca said.

Vacca said he was frus-
trated that the investigation 
into Fino’s death, like an-
other hit-and-run death of a 
cyclist on East Tremont Av-

enue earlier in June, has  not 
moved towards a fast resolu-
tion. 

“I’m sick and tired of 
these hit and runs,” Vacca 
said. “I want these people 
brought to justice.”

Vacca said he also wanted 
the city to crack down on 
people who are driving with-
out a valid license or reg-
istration or phony license 
plates.

The investigation into the 
accident is being handled by 
the NYPD’s Highway Pa-
trol Collision Investigation 
Squad. 

Calls to 49th Precinct 
community relations spokes-
man Det. Jay Sturdivant 
were not returned by press 
time.

No information on fu-
neral or memorial services 
for Fino were available. 

Bronxdale Ave. hit and run; 
man killed by two vehicles

A 65-year-old Bronx man was killed in a hit-and-run accident last week on Bronxdale Avenue near 
Barnes Avenue. Police are still searching for the driver, who fl ed the scene. Arthur Cusano

from Page 1

nel have in past years 
attended the event com-
memorating September 
11, 2001. 

“We cannot forget the 
terror attacks of Septem-
ber 11, 2001 that took the 
lives of thousands of in-
dividuals from around 
the world and right here 
in the Bronx,” said Diaz. 
“About 143 of those in-
dividuals who lost their 
lives during September 
11th were people who 
either lived or worked 
right here in our neigh-
borhoods.” 

In Throggs Neck, an 
annual sunset remem-
brance event at a perma-
nent memorial located 
next to Engine 72 at East 
Tremont Avenue and the 
Cross Bronx Expressway 
service road, will take 
place this year without 
any major changes, said 
Mike Rahilly, event co-
ordinator. 

The crowd will gather 
at 6 p.m., and it starts at 
7 p.m., he said. 

The event has been 

held on September 11th 
at the memorial since it 
was built, and prior to 
that same remembrance 
was held in Bicenten-
nial Veterans Memorial 
Park, said Rahilly. 

“It is a great event,” 
said Pat Devine, who at-
tends it every year. 

The 49th Precinct 
will remember the anni-
versary of 9/11 with its 
with its annual Lieuten-
ant Clesse Memorial 5K 
Run/Walk, taking place 
this year on Saturday, 
September 10 at 10 a.m., 
starting at the police sta-
tion. 

Registration will take 
place between 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m. at the precinct, 
with a $20 registration 
fee, said Joe Thompson, 
49th Precinct Commu-
nity Council president. 

“It is community and 
police coming together 
and remembering the 
tragedies of 9/11 where 
we lost a lot of people—
both police and civil-
ians,” said Thompson, 
adding that all partici-

pants will be provided 
lunch and a T-shirt. 

To learn more about 
the event, call the 49th 
Precinct community af-
fairs office at (718) 918-
2025. 

Honoring those who 
answered the call at 
the ‘Ground Zero’ di-
saster site is part of re-
membering 9/11, and 
Senator Jeff Klein and 
local veterans will be 
holding a Sixth Annual 
First Responders BBQ 
for this courageous 
group on Saturday, Sep-
tember 17. 

“These courageous 
men and women dedi-
cate their lives to pro-
tecting ours, and we 
should reflect on the ex-
traordinary sacrifices 
they make to serve our 
neighborhoods,” said 
Klein. 

In order to attend the 
event, you must RSVP 
to Klein’s office at (718) 
822-2049. 

Preference for attend-
ing the barbecue will go 
to first responders.

Borough remembers September 
11’s 15th anniversary

Elected offi cials, judges, NYPD and FDNY offi cials and community leaders participating in a previous 
year’s remembrance of September 11th outside of Bronx Supreme Court. Photo courtesy of Borough 
President Diaz’s offi ce

from Page 1
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PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY
Shred your personal documents 
and papers securely... for FREE!

Paper (white or colored)
Staples and paper clips

Old check books
Plastic ID cards

Credit cards
File folders

Microfilm
Microfiche
CDs & DVDs
Carbon paper
Computer disks
Empty prescription bottles

Paper (white or colored)Microfilm
Acceptable Materials to Shred

No appointment necessary.  
Limit two boxes per household.

www.ridgewoodbank.comMember FDIC

Ridgewood is proud to partner with 
to help protect 

your privacy.

For more information call 718•671•4600

Ridgewood Savings Bank 
1770 East Gun Hill Road

Bronx, NY 10469

SATURDAY
September 17th

9am - 1pm
September 17th

Ridgewood Savings BankRidgewood Savings Bank
1770 east Gun Hill Road

Bronx, NY 10469

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 16th Annual Or-

chard Beach Classic Car 
and Motorcycle Show, 
a charity fundraiser, is 
coming up soon. 

The show will take 
place in the beach’s park-
ing lot on Sunday, Sep-
tember 18 from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., with a rain date of 
Sunday, September 25. 

The event is hosted 
as it is every year by the 
East Coast Classic Car 
Show Association. 

This year, it celebrates 
40 years of the car used in 
the  ‘Starsky and Hutch’ 
television show with a 
showcase of Ford Tori-
nos, said John Monsolino, 
ECCA president. 

TV actors David Soul 
who portrayed Hutch, 
Paul Michael Glaser 
who was Starsky and ac-
tor Antonio Fargas who 
played Huggy in the orig-
inal hit 1970s television 
series will be at the show. 

Providing musical 
entertainment will be 
Jackie DiMaggio, and Joe 
Causi of WCBS FM. 

There is a $20 entrance 
fee for classic cars and 
motorcycles that include 
the drivers only, with 
each passenger costing 
an additional $10, said 
Monsolino. 

There is a $10 entry fee 
for spectators. 

There will be a police 
escorted motorcycle run 
past the permanent 9/11 
memorial in Manhattan, 
with kickstands up at 
12:15 p.m. This will cost 
$30 for the driver and $10 
for each additional rider, 
he said.  

The car and motorcy-
cle show began in Novem-
ber 2001 as a fundraiser 
for the families of fi rst re-
sponders from September 
11, 2011, and has grown to 
benefi t the cancer com-
munity as well. 

“We appreciate every-
one that attends so we 
can help the great chari-
table organizations that 
we deal with,” said Mon-
solino. “These include 
families and motorcycle 
and car enthusiasts.” 

Since its inception, the 
car and motorcycle show 
has raised over $600,000 
for charity, he said. 

This year’s benefi cia-
ries are the Widows and 
Orphan Fund of the Pa-
trolmen’s Benevolent As-
sociation, St. Jude’s Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, 
Little People of America 
and St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Queens. 

Former NYPD high-
way patrol offi cer Joe 

Caldwell founded the 
car show, and Monsolino 
joined him in 2005.

According to Mon-
solino, like so many fi rst 
responders, both he and 
his partner developed ill-
nesses related to working 
at the disaster site. 

The show has blos-
somed to what may be the 
biggest car show in the 
region, he said. 

“It’s one of the biggest 
one-day car shows here 
on the east coast and 
it’s a great family out-
ing which helps benefi t 
those who are in need,” 
he said in a previously 
published Bronx Times 
article. 

Previous year’s 
guests have included 
such luminaries and no-
table fi gures including 
cast members of Orange 
County Choppers, Amer-
ican Graffi ti and the So-
prano’s. 

Raymond Kelly, for-
mer NYPD Police com-
missioner; actor Charles 
Napier and television 
star Funk Master Flex, 
a television star, have 
also attended over the 
years, according to the 
car show website. 

For more informa-
tion, visit www.orchard-
beachcarshow.com

Orchard Beach Classic 
Car Show Sept. 18th

The classic 1960s ‘Batmobile’ at a recent year’s Orchard Year Classic Car and Motorcycle Show illus-
trates the type of cars on display at the event. courtesy of the Orchard Beach Car Show
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Residents of Belmont are on edge after 

two brazen daytime home invasion mug-
gings near Arthur Avenue last month, es-
pecially senior citizens like Rose Camp-
bell, a resident of Mount Carmel Senior 
Center.

“We are very much afraid,” Campbell 
said at an Monday, August 29 press con-
ference.

On August 12, a 91-year-old woman 
entered her home to fi nd an intruder al-
ready inside her living room. The assail-
ant yanked a chain containing a crucifi x 
off of her neck and her wedding ring off 
her fi nger

Then, on August 21, an 81-year-old 
woman was followed into her home by 
a suspect police believe to be the same 
man. 

The man threw her to the ground and 
kicked her several times before steal-
ing a gold necklace with the phrase “#1 
Grandma” and several charms off her 
neck.

Councilman Ritchie Torres, who orga-
nized the event outside the center, askied 

for the public’s help in locating the indi-
vidual responsible for the two assaults. 

“As far as we’re concerned, perpetra-
tors of violence against senior citizens 
represent the scum of the earth,” Tor-
res said. “And we cannot afford to have 
assailants against senior citizens roam 
freely in our neighborhood.”

Two police photos displayed by Tor-
res show a suspect who appears to be a 
tall, thin, light-skinned adult male with 
short black facial hair and tattoos on his 
lower arms. 

Both photos show the man wearing 
a V-neck white undershirt and what ap-
pears to be black Brooklyn Nets baseball 
cap.

Torres said that one of the victims 
had failed to lock the door of her home, 
and advised all residents  to keep their 
doors locked at all times. 

He also urged residents to travel in 
groups and recommended using the U.S. 
Post Offi ce to mail items as opposed to 
using neighborhood mailbox centers, 
which he said are more vulnerable to 
identity theft.

New Community Board 6 district 
manager John Sanchez said the senior 
attacks were particularly troubling 
since 6,000 of his residents are over the 
age of 65 and often have more responsi-
bilities than typical American seniors.

“A thousand grandparents in our dis-
trict are primary caretakers of the chil-
dren in their household,” Sanchez said. 
“Not only are grandparents at risk, but 
the caretakers of our children.”

Campbell said she and other neigh-
borhood seniors are taking every pre-
caution to avoid becoming a victim.

“Our center has been taking us by bus 
for our shopping and making sure we get 
upstairs safe,” she told reporters.

Both victims attend nearby Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel Church, and Campbell 
said there was a suspicion the assailant 
may either be a member of the church or 
is following them home.

Anyone with information about the 
suspect is asked to call the NYPD tipline 
at 1-800-577-8477(TIPS) with any infor-
mation they may have about the sus-
pect.

Police search for Belmont 
senior assault suspect

Councilman Torres (r) and CB 6 district manager 
John Sanchez (l) spoke to the press outside Mt. 
Carmel Senior Center about a recent rash of rob-
beries in the area. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Dear Sam, 

The pressure you’re putting me under is too much.  

I QUIT!  
Sincerely,

 

Your Heart

Don’t let your heart quit on you. If you are living with high blood pressure, just knowing and doing 
the minimum isn’t enough. Uncontrolled high blood pressure could lead to stroke, heart attack or death.

Get yours to a healthy range before it’s too late. Find out how at heart.org/BloodPressure

Check. Change. 
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WAITING WON’T MAKE 
YOUR VARICOSE VEINS 
DISAPPEAR...

BUT WE CAN!
Most advanced minimally invasive procedure 
performed in offi ce. Patients able to return to 
work within one day. Relief of symptoms with 

excellent cosmetic results. 

4915 Broadway, NY, NY 10034
750 Mclean Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704

37-73 103rd St, Corona NY 11368

718-804-5452

ALSO SPECIALIZE IN OTHER 
COSMETIC PROCEDURES 

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A 
FREE Consultation 

at one of our offi ces 
Financing available

Most procedures covered by insurance 

nymetrovein.com

Adam Y. Goldman, MD

Before After

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Morea Insurance, 

known for serving the 
Bronx in the areas of in-
surance, real estate and 
income tax preparation, 
celebrated its 50th year 
of business on Thursday, 
September 1.

Founder Frank R. 
Morea was joined by fam-
ily, coworkers and Coun-
cilman James Vacca at 
the agency’s offi ces for the 
festivities.

Vacca, who has known 
Morea since the council-
man was a boy, said Morea 
has helped many people in 
many ways.

“That’s what makes 
our neighborhood great, 
is that feeling of neighbor-
liness and getting to know 
everyone and really being 
close to people during the 
course of many years,” 
said Vacca.

The councilman also 
presented Morea with a 
City Council Proclama-
tion thanking him for his 
many years of service to 
the community.

Morea, 72, fi rst opened 
his business at age 22 in 
1966 at the same 2964 Mid-
dletown Road location 
where it now stands.

His wife, Janet, was 
slightly hesitant about the 
move at the time. 

She had been working 
at the phone company in 
the late sixties and was 

only making $104 per 
week.

She said that if Frank 
had not sell enough insur-
ance policy’s, they could 
not have survived solely 
on her income.

Nevertheless, she said 
the family was there to 
support the young couple. 

Frank and Janet spent 
nights eating at their par-
ents’ houses and received 
a lot of help from her mom 
and dad and his step mom 
and dad.

Morea and his son 
Christopher, 44, acknowl-
edged the company faced 
some challenges in its 50 
years of business.

Morea said things 
were bad when arsonists 
were burning down apart-
ment buildings during the 
1970s. 

He added business im-
proved once the city ad-
dressed the arson spree.

On a lesser scale, the 
father and son team re-
called how scary the ad-
vent of the Internet age 
was.

“We didn’t know 

what to expect,” said 
the younger Morea. “We 
didn’t know if there was 
going to be a place for us 
in the future.”

“Lucky the Internet, 
if anything, has been the 
best thing that has ever 
happened to us,” Chris 
said.

The father and son 
said one thing that has 
helped them last so long 
is their care for their cus-
tomers.

Chris said one of the 
key things about their 
business is that “when 
you call you get a live 
person.”

“The only thing we 
can offer more than any 
other person is customer 
service,” said Morea. 

He added, “I treat peo-
ple the way I want to be 
treated.”

Another thing that 
has helped Frank dur-
ing his 50 year career is 
an encounter with a nun 
when he was just start-
ing his business.

Frank, who attended 
St. Benedict’s School, 
said the nun gave him a 
small prayer which he 
now keeps near his desk.

The last portion reads, 
“when care is pressing 
you down a bit, rest if you 
want but never quit.”

He said with a laugh, 
“Thank God I don’t have 
to read it too often.”

Morea Insurance celebrates 50 
years of  Bronx business

Councilman Vacca (2nd from l) presented a proclamation to Frank Morea (2nd from r), Morea Insurance 
Agency owner; his wife, Janet and their son, Christopher Morea, Morea Insurance Agency director. Photo 
by Silvio Pacifi co

The only thing we 
can offer more than 
any other person is 
customer service.

Chris Morea
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Accidents on a stretch of Hard-

ing Avenue have brought the in-
sistent speeding issue on the wide 
thoroughfare to the forefront. 

Residents along a 13-block sec-
tion of Harding Avenue between 
East Tremont and Emerson av-
enues have grown increasingly 
concerned about cars travelling 
way too fast. 

This lengthy section of road-
way has absolutely no traffi c con-
trols. 

Councilman James Vacca said 
he has asked NYC Department 
of Transportation in the past for 
speed controls on Harding Ave-
nue, and that calls from residents 
for action are  growing louder. 

The  safety concerns were am-
plifi ed by recent car accidents at 
Harding and Robinson avenue on 
Sunday, August 21, and another 
accident long the stretch on Fri-
day, September 2, according to 
neighbors. 

“It is 13 blocks and it is totally 
unregulated,” said Vacca. “Over 
the years I have asked for traffi c 
lights or ‘all way stop’ signs at a 
series of these intersections to try 
to calm traffi c; every request has 
been denied.” 

Vacca provided the Bronx 
Times with correspondence from 
the DOT from 2009, 2012 and 2015 
showing rejections of traffi c con-
trols for Harding Avenue, with 
a common refrain in the letters 
being that changes are not war-
ranted based on procedures con-
tained in the federal Manual on 
Uniform Traffi c Controls. 

DOT has consistently main-

tained that because of lack of traf-
fi c volume on the street changes 
aren’t warranted, said the coun-
cilman. 

“Volume alone should not de-
termine whether or not you get a 
traffi c light or a stop sign,” said 
Vacca. 

Harding Avenue resident  An-
drea Franklin said a speeding 
car careened out of control while  

turning from Harding Avenue 
onto Robinson Avenue recently. 

In the process, the speed-
ing vehicle shook her home and 
smashed into two parked vehi-
cles. 

“Recently, and defi nitely dur-
ing the past year, the speeders 
tear up and down that street,” 
said Franklin. “My fear is that…
someone is going to become a sta-

tistic.” 
The situation is especially 

concerning regarding the safety 
of children and senior citizens, 
she said. 

Franklin said she believes 
that with the addition of several 
traffi c control devices along the 
multi-block stretch, cars would 
be forced to stop every few blocks 
and the situation would improve.  

Another neighbor on Harding 
Avenue, Geri Addario, said that 
police did an operation to nab 
speeders a number of years ago.

It was better for a few years 
but  has gotten really bad in the 
past two years she said. 

“This is like a raceway; they 
do not stop,” said Addario, add-
ing that she has seen cars racing 
one another on Harding Avenue. 

Vacca said that soon after 
making his request for further 
study, the DOT reached out to 
him on Tuesday, September 6 and 
said they would look into the mat-
ter further. 

A DOT spokeswoman stated the 
agency “received Council(man) 
Vacca’s traffi c calming study re-
quest on Harding Avenue and is 
looking into possible safety en-
hancements to the corridor.” 

Vacca: Harding Avenue needs traffi c controls now

This photo was submitted to the Bronx Times from a neighbor and shows an accident at Harding and Robinson avenues on 
Sunday, August 21. Photo courtesy of Andrea Franklin

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents of the Morris Houses are su-

ing the NYC Housing Authority for multiple 
issues affecting their apartments such as 
mold, water pipe leaks and broken exhaust 
vents.

Twenty-fi ve residents at the Washington 
Avenue  building are a part of the lawsuit 
which is calling for a rent abatement as they 
wait for these problems to be addressed.

Members of the Urban Justice Center, 
the organization representing the residents 
in court, provided  a tour of the apartments 
to show elected offi cials and the press the 
problems.

Many of the residents’ issues are occur-
ring in their bathrooms.

Resident Daniel Stubbs, who has lived in 
his apartment for 15 years, currently has his 
bathroom sink sitting away from the wall,  
covered by a plastic bag.

He said it has been like that for the last 
two months.

In addition, he said the  exhaust vents 
above his bathtub are clogged and there is 
mildew on the bathroom walls and ceiling.

“All I want for them to do is fi x my bath-
room,” said Stubbs.

Julia Saravia, who’s lived in her apart-
ment since 1999, is also experiencing issues 
with her bathroom as mold and water leaks 
are plaguing the bathroom.

She said workers from NYCHA came to 
the apartment to paint and plaster the ceil-
ing, but a year later the mold problem re-
turned.

Fatumata Toure, is experiencing much 
of the same mold and water issues as Sara-
via and Stubbs. 

In addition, she has to use a fan in the 
bathroom when using the shower because 
the exhaust vent in her bathroom is not 
working.

According to Rajiv Jaswa, UJC attorney, 
the previous judge on the case adjourned 
the case multiple times in the past year to 
give NYCHA a chance to address the com-
plaints.

However, an apartment inspection  in 
May of this year found many of the issues 
unresolved.

The case has now moved to a hearing. 
UJC and NYCHA were scheduled to appear 
in court on Thursday, September 1.

UJC did not immediately respond to a 
request for an update on the latest proceed-

ings.
This lawsuit comes at the time NYCHA 

is working to improve some of its public 
housing.

Recently, NYCHA partnered with L+M 
development to improve housing at 520 E. 
156th Street with upgrades such as new fur-
niture, central air, new green spaces and a 
new basketball court.

This type of project is a precursor to 
NYCHA’s PACT program which will allow 
agency to use steps - such as partnerships 
with private developers and switching pub-
lic housing to Section 8 housing - to give 
housing projects much needed improve-
ments.

When asked about the current lawsuit 
from the Morris Houses residents, NYCHA 
said they could not provide comment on the 
proceedings.

“While NYCHA faces a dire fi nancial situ-
ation after decades of government disinvest-
ment in public housing, the authority is com-
mitted to creating safer, cleaner and more 
connected communities at Morris Houses 
and across the city,” said a NYCHA spokes-
person. “NYCHA cannot comment on pend-
ing litigation or the specifi cs on this case.”

NYCHA faces lawsuit from 
tenants of Morris Houses

A broken sink in one of the Morris Housing Proj-
ect apartments 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie



To everything there is a sea-
son, especially if you’re a house-
hold pest: A time for mice, a time 
for ants. A time to eat wood, a 
time to suck blood. And a time for 
all those roaches under ovens.

No one knows this better than 
the experienced exterminator.

“There’s a different insect 
or problem every month,” says 
Sam Ramos, proprietor of Above 
and Beyond Pest Management in 
Rockaway Park, Queens, doing 
business citywide, but mostly in 
Brooklyn. 

If this is April, it must be ter-
mite season. May? Carpenter 
bees. And which pest pops inside 
in November?

Hint: It is a creature that was 
much beloved by Walt Disney; 
Hint #2: It is not a duck.

How do I know all this?
I had a long, meandering con-

versation with Sam, my savior. 
Six months ago, when I could no 
longer convince myself it was 
my imagination that little brown 
things were running for cover ev-
ery time I turned on the kitchen 
light, I sat down at my computer 
and did what any full-blooded 

New Yorker does at such a time.
I vowed never to leave a single 

dish a single second in the sink 
ever again if only someone would 
come and make my home unde-
pressing again.

Then I called a couple of exter-
minators I found online, and one 
of them — Sam — sounded posi-
tively jubilant. 

“Roaches? Piece of cake!” he 
said. 

He told me they’re easy to get 
rid of, and guaranteed his work 
for six months.

Since it is now six months later 
and I can still turn on the kitchen 
light without screaming, I won-
dered if he’d spill the beans (and 
then carefully clean them up) 
about the rest of New York and its 
infestations.

That’s when I learned about 
the Seasons of the Pest.

Right now, says Sam, we are 
in the midst of stinging season, 
which began in July. But because 
this summer has been so outra-
geously hot and humid, he has 
also been getting out-of-season 
calls about roaches. Not just ordi-
nary roaches. 

“In 22 years I’ve only seen 
them fl y once,” he told me. “That 
was maybe 15 year ago. And now 
they’re fl ying again.” 

Great. 
This summer may also be re-

membered, at least by Sam, for 
its millipede and centipede explo-
sion. These leggy pests tend to be 
more of an issue in homes made of 
brick, he said, because bricks are 
porous, “and with humidity, they 
actually sweat.” Out come their 
inhabitants. For folks who live in 
brick houses, Sam recommends a 
dehumidifi er. “It’s a small invest-
ment and it’ll save your home. 

Water is the enemy.”
Once fall arrives, the sting-

ing insects drop off and in many 
places, the ants do, too. 

“But what if you have a heat-
radiant fl oor?” asks Sam. It’s 
nice and warm for ants, too. For 
an easy mneumonic think: Radi-
ANT heat.

In October and November, 
rodents come in from the cold. 
Waterbugs show up, too, because 
that’s when the heat goes on. 

“Once the pipes get hot they 
can’t nest in the walls, so they 
tend to come out around the ra-
diators,” says Sam. 

And then everything that 
needs to stay toasty inside does 
— for the rest of the winter. (Un-
less Sam gets there.) 

Come April, he says, “When 
one day it’s 40 and then one day 
it’s 70 and everybody puts their 
shorts on and heads to the park? 
That’s termite day,” says Sam. 
They swarm. This can be outside 
the house or — OMG— inside.

In May the carpenter bees 
bore into the underside of decks, 
mating as they go. And pretty 
soon it’s summer with the sting-
ing things again.

The good news is that New 
Yorkers’ two biggest enemies—
roaches and bedbugs – are no 
longer the intractable problems 
they were. A new poison embed-

ded in delicious (to roaches) gel 
is doubly effective: It kills the 
roaches and then kills (put down 
your fork) the roaches that eat 
them.

And after 15 or 20 years of try-
ing to kill bedbugs, extermina-
tors have fi nally come up with a 
poison that does the job without 
accidentally sending the blood-
suckers scattering. Since bed-
bugs are generally happy right 
there in the bed, targeted killing 
means that’s where they die, and 
people don’t have to throw out all 
their belongings anymore, be-
cause the bugs never scrambled 
away. 

I asked Sam how it feels to rid 
the city of pests. He answered 
with a story:

Once, he was once called in 
to treat a six-story building over-
run by bedbugs because of an 
earlier mis-treatment (mis-treat 
and they scatter), even in the 
walls. He did the job and then, he 
moved into an apartment there. 

“The neighbors love me,” he 
said. “It’s like having a doctor in 
the house.”

Seasons come, seasons go. 
But a good exterminator passeth 
all understanding.

Lenore Skenazy is the author 
and founder of the book and blog 
Free-Range Kids, and a contribu-
tor at Reason.com.

9
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 S
e

p
t

e
m

b
e

r
 11

, 2
0

1
6

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m�

HHosted By Radio Jock 

             
Dennis Dion Nardone 

�������	��
������	������������������
����������������������������� �!���!"#�$%�������������������������

Starring 
����
�&
'()#!
*�������+�*�����*�&�����

           �
�

And Surprise Singing Guests! 
�

~ Come on out for Grand Parents Weekend ~ 
“Grand Parents Enjoy the Rides “Free” 

For More Info call Playland @ 914-813-7010 
 

Have some end of the summer - beginning of the fall 
fun listening and dancing with some Good Ole Rock n Roll with a mix of 

Disco Dance Music from the 50’s – 60’s – 70’s 
~ DJ Music in between Bands ~�

A truck fi re on the Bruckner Expressway caused traffi c delays during the Labor Day 
Weekend. According to a FDNY spokesman, a truck erupted into a fi reball on Sat-
urday, September 3 at 4:56 a.m. on the Bruckner Expressway and Pelham Parkway. 
Police shut down the northbound lane as seven FDNY units and over 30 fi refi ghters 
responded to the scene at 5:02 a.m. The lane reopened for traffi c at 8 a.m. after 
the FDNY extinguished the blaze. No injuries were reported and the cause has been 
determined as automotive related.

(Above) Smoke fi lled the night sky as the FDNY arrived on the scene combat the 
truck fi re. Photo courtesy of Fernando Justiniano

TRUCK FIRE LIGHTS UP THE SKY

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

The pest years of our lives - 
why I love my exterminator
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ven’s “ongoing revitaliza-
tion.”

In addition, she said 
there has been growing in-
terest in the redevelopment 
of the area.

Developers have been 
eager to construct more 
middle-class to high-end 
residential options in the 
Bronx because there is a lot 
of demand to live in NYC.

Weissman mentioned 
that JCAL has constructed 
other properties in Mott 
Haven.

Keith Rubenstein, owner 
of Somerset Partners, is 
currently working on high 
end residential towers in 
Mott Haven at 2401 Third 
Avenue and 101 Lincoln Av-
enue in addition to a new 
food market at 9 Bruckner 
Boulevard.

As more high-end de-
velopments are built in the 
south Bronx,the gentrifi ca-
tion  issue will continue to 
be debated.

Supporters of more 
high-end development 
praise the safer environ-
ments in the Bronx and sug-

gest there will be more jobs 
and money thrown into the 
community.

Distracters fear the av-
erage rent will price some 
native new Yorkers out of 
the neighborhood.

An NYU Furman Center 
study, released earlier this 
spring, has been used mul-
tiple times this year to sug-
gest areas like Mott Haven 
in Community Board 1 are 
gentrifying.

According to the study, 
median rent in the Bronx 
rose by 17 percent from 1990 
to 2014.

In the Mott Haven/Mel-
rose area and the Long-
wood/Hunts Point area, 
rent increased by 28 per-
cent.

In the past six years, the 
median rent in Mott Haven 
is $782, jumping from $715 
during 2005-2009.

The study also showed 
unemployment in the 
Mott Haven/Melrose area 
dropped from 19.1 percent 
in 2010 to 11 percent in 
2014.

Rubenstein said he and 
his company are trying to 

work with the community 
and provide jobs in the 
south Bronx.

“We believe in embrac-
ing the history of the south 
Bronx and respecting the 

heritage of its residents and 
community, while also cre-
ating much-needed oppor-
tunities for local families 
and businesses,” he said. 

“As part of that com-

mitment, we want to help 
achieve longstanding com-
munity goals by providing 
good local jobs and new 
public open space along 
the waterfront. Our team 

is proud to have met and 
worked with local residents 
and advocacy groups and 
we will continue building 
that positive dialogue every 
step of the way,” he added.

Rendering of 329 E. 132nd Street in Mott Haven. Photo Courtesy of JLL

$22 million, 91-unit rental planned for Mott Haven
from Page 1

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Like the south Bronx area it calls 

home, Cardinal Hayes High School 
on Grand Concourse has seen more 
than a few changes, but its leaders 
say that as the school celebrates its 
75th anniversary, its main mission 
to educate young men has remained 
unchanged.

Named for popular Cardinal Pat-
rick Joseph Hayes, the school was 
opened in fall 1941 to educate the 
mostly Irish and Italian young boys 
that then called the area home in the 
Roman Catholic tradition.  

The school can name several 
prominent alumni from that era, in-
cluding fi lm pioneer Martin Scors-
ese and entertainer Regis Philbin, 
who the Hayes auditorium is now 
named for. 

Hayes has since also become 
a sports powerhouse, launching 
the careers of former NBA all-star 
Jamal Mashburn, longtime NBA 
player and coach Kevin Loughery 
and Super Bowl XLIII champion 
(and recent NY Jet) Willie Colon.

As the neighborhood ethnic 
makeup changed in the seventies 
and the eighties and nineties, the 
school changed along with it, becom-

ing a destination for mostly black 
and Hispanic young men looking 
for a quality private school educa-
tion. 

“The area we serve is the poor-
est congressional district in the 
United States” said Fr. Joseph Tier-
ney, who has overseen the school 
for the past 13 years. 

“Our parents are in great need of 
a foundation for their sons. We offer 
what I like to say is a beacon to par-
ents who want to have their child 
educated in the Catholic tradition. 
As we celebrate our 75th anniver-
sary, we’re very proud that we’ve 
been able to continue that endeavor 
to provide a safe environment and 
a solid opportunity for success for 
young men.”

The school’s population has hov-
ered around 1,000 students in re-
cent years, down from the 2,700 or 
so that attended the school in its hey-
day, when it operated from several 
annexes besides the main location. 

Tierney said he is particularly 
proud the school graduates 99 per-
cent of its senior class each year, of 
which 98 percent go on to college.

Principal Bill Lessa started at 
the school in 1971 as a teacher when 

most of the staff were clergy and a 
number of students still came from 
lower Westchester and Manhattan. 

Today, students are more likely 
to come from local immigrant fam-
ilies from the Caribbean or Latin 

America and even African coun-
tries such as Ghana and Kenya.

“It’s a great thing,” Lessa said. 
“It enriches our culture - we cel-
ebrate our culture, and Hispanic 
and African-American culture and 

roots. ” 
One of the biggest values the 

school stresses is resilience, Lessa 
said.

Director of Finance Winston 
Van Buitenen said the school is 
rapidly revamping its curriculum 
and technology for a changing 
workplace. The entire school will 
be Wi-Fi enabled by the end of the 
year and all of the classrooms are 
Smart board enabled,

In recent years, the school has 
faced a new challenge: fundraising. 
In 2009, the Archdiocese of New 
York cut funding to the schools, 
leaving them to raise funds on 
their own. 

Vice president for Development 
Tom Fike said donations from 
alumni have become more im-
portant than ever in keeping the 
school afl oat.

The school hosts a number 
of fundraising events each year, 
which this year will include a 75th 
Anniversary Gala at the Plaza Ho-
tel on October 21. 

More information on alumni 
and fundraising events can be 
found on the school website, www.
cardinalhayes.org. 

Cardinal Hayes HS marks 75 years of brotherhood

Cardinal Hayes High School begins its school year with a celebration of its 75th 
anniversary. Photo courtesy of Cardinal Hayes High School
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