
BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The 49th Precinct recently 

held an event for a boy who lost 
both of his parents during a 
murder-suicide.

On Thursday, August 18, the 
49th Precinct honored seven-
year-old Tyrone Lowe, Jr. with 
a Disney-themed surprise party 
after losing his mother and fa-
ther over a week’s span back in 
December.

Tyrone arrived at the pre-
cinct in a squad car and was 

greeted by fellow offi cers, com-
munity leaders and Mickey 
Mouse and Minnie Mouse.

Following the warm wel-
come, all in attendance stepped 
inside the precinct for the cere-
mony, which included a moment 
of silence for his late parents, 
Shoshane Rattigan and Tyrone 
Lowe, Sr., and statements by the 
49th Precinct along with other 
neighborhood advocates who 
showed that they were on Ty-

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
A family with south Bronx 

roots is looking forward to recon-
necting with a part of their fam-
ily’s military past.

Bronx native Jimmy Farrell is 
awaiting the return of an M-1 rifl e 
that belonged to his uncle Martin 
Teahan who served in World War 
II as part of the 508 Parachute In-
fantry Regiment (PIR).

Teahan, an Irish-American, 
was killed on June 6, 1944 in Pica-
uville, Normandy after he had 
been scouting a position. 

After his capture, a German 
soldier killed him.

Farrell, 60, said Colonel Pat-
rick Collet, a French Army Para-
trooper commander, contacted 
his sister Liv Teahan on March 
17, St. Patrick’s Day, to let them 
know the uncle’s rifl e was recov-
ered.

“It was the luck of the Irish,” 
Farrell said with a laugh.

Collet, while visitng a French 
farmer, had noticed that a rifl e 
the farmer had was engraved 
with the name “Martin Teahan”.

He then made an effort to con-
tact the family.

Farrell, who served in the U.S. 
Army from 1974-1977, said that in 
June he and his wife Monica vis-
ited the colonel in Normandy and 
got a chance to hold the rifl e.

“I felt the cold metal of the 
weapon on my fi ngertips, and 
envisioned my uncle, bravely 
marching forward through en-
emy territory,” said Farrell.

Afterwards, Farrell said he 
and his wife got a chance to visit 
Teahan’s grave site where they 
met U.S. Army Chief of Staff Gen-
eral Mark Milley.

Farrell, now a resident of East 
Brunswick, NJ, said his uncle’s 
south Bronx roots played an im-

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
In recent weeks the Bronx has 

been the focus of media attention 
for its past, with the critically-ac-
claimed Netfl ix hit series ‘The Get 
Down,’ which follows a fi ctional 
aspiring rapper in the tumultous 
Bronx of 1977.

But last week the borough got 
an investment in its media future, 
as Silvercup Studios expanded 
from its longtime home base in 
Long Island City with a $35 mil-
lion facility in Port Morris at 295 
Locust Avenue.

Silvercup management was 

joined by Governor Cuomo, Coun-
cil Speaker Carl Heastie and Bronx 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
and other city and state leaders at 
a Wednesday,  August 17 ribbon 
cutting ceremony at the site. 

Diaz said his borough had his-
torically not benefi tted from the 
fi lm industry, and had long been 
portrayed in a negative light by 
Hollywood.

“The fi lm industry is booming 
in the city and the state thanks to 
the tax credits,” Diaz said. “But 
the reality is, for too many years, 
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Silvercup North opens 
in Port Morris

Young Fashionistas

FILM STUDIO: 
IT’S A WRAP

WW II 
soldier’s rifl e 

to return from 
France

Bronx Fashion Week kept it stylish with its ‘Young Fashionistas’ children’s 
fashion designer showcase on Friday, August 19 at the Mall at Bay Plaza. 
Hosted by Caridad ‘La Bruja’ de la Luz, the young fashion stars rocked the 
runway wearing the latest apparel from fashion designers and top retail 
stores. See more photos in next week’s edition.  Photo by Miriam Quin

49th Pct. honors child 
who lost parents
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AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in 
AgeWell New York depends on contract renewal. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare 
Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
H4922_AWNY_4002_AS16_FILE & USE 04152016

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044 
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220Contact us for eligibility and enrollment.

info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

Our high quality and affordable Medicare Advantage and Long Term Care plan options include:

Medicare Advantage Plans  Designed to meet the needs of  
individuals with Medicare and those with both Medicare and Medicaid. 
We have a variety of plan options and a large network of quality doctors 
and providers in the communities where you live.

Managed Long Term Care Plans  Health and long term care services at  
home or in the community for those who are chronically ill or disabled.

Seriously, choosing a  
health plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A top rate Nike sneaker collec-

tor is bringing delight to a grow-
ing number of fans. 

Soundview Houses native Ter-
rel Marcus has gained a large 
social media following for his 
custom designs of Nikes using a 
product called Nike iD, and for a 
large sneaker collection estimated 
to be over 300 pairs. 

Marcus will be participating in 
the Solexchange National Sneaker 
Convention at the Meadowlands 
Exposition Center on Saturday, 
August 27 and Sunday, August 28.

“I never took the time out to 
count, but it is more about quality 
over quantity for me,” said Marcus 
of his collection in an interview 
with sneakerwatch.com. 

He told the Bronx Times that 
he has a special affi nity for Air 
Jordan models and for designing 
his own custom sneakers based 
on the Nike’s Kyrie Irving basket-
ball shoes. 

Marcus’ appreciation for Nike 
sneakers goes back to his youth 
when he was growing up in Sound-
view. 

One of his siblings also played a 
role in sparking his interest, said 
Marcus. His older brother was es-

pecially interested in Air Jordan 
sneakers. 

“A lot of people when we were 
growing up would wear Nike 
sneakers on and off the court,” 
Marcus said, adding that he be-
lieves that today Kyrie Irving’s 
sneakers are an example of this 

kind of sneaker wearing, working 
well either in motion or not.

Marcus now sees himself as an 
ambassador for Nike products, he 
said, and he enjoys adding his own 
color and texture schemes to their 
products using Nike iD, as well as 
participating in company design 

contests. 
His social media following is 

growing, and he can be found on 
Instagram at ‘tmarkgotkickss,’ he 
said. 

According to Marcus, his 
connoisseurship of Kylie Irving 
sneakers even brought a follow 
on Instagram from the basketball 
star himself. 

“He has a lot of fans, and a lot 
of people like his shoes,” said Mar-
cus of Irving, explaining that he 
believes that having an athlete’s 
name on a sneaker is another way 
for fans to connect with their fa-
vorite sports stars. 

He said that he is such a big 
booster of the Cleveland Caviler’s 
star’s sneaker label that several 
of his collection fans have told 
him that his designs on the Kyrie 

2 model are the reason that they 
wear the sneaker. 

“I got a lot of compliments, es-
pecially on social media,” he said, 
adding “If I wear a pair, people will 
stop and ask me about them.” 

The Solexchange National 
Sneaker Convention, this week-
end, will feature a total of 25,000 
rare pairs of sneakers that will be 
showcased at the convention or be 
up for sale and trade, according to 

event promoters. 
In addition to the rare sneak-

ers, NBA Slam Dunk legend Spud 
Webb is scheduled to appear on 
Saturday, August 27 from 2 to 3 
p.m. 

For more information about 
the convention, and to purchase 
tickets, visit www.thesolexchange.
com.

Soundview native showcases popular sneaker collector

Professional basketball player Kyrie Irving withy sneaker collector and designer 
Terrel Marcus.  Marcus met Irving after showcasing variations of his popular Nike 
sneaker line. Photos courtesy of Terrel Marcus

Terrel Marcus is a sneaker collector 
who has a very large following on social 
media.
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Please Join Us for an 
EVENING OF INTERNATIONAL  

FOOD TASTING AND FUN
on

Thursday, September 8, 2016 
6:00 to 9:00 pm

at the 
Bronx YMCA 

2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY

Recognizing Our Distinguished Honorees from the Past Ten Years 
and 

The family of  Ralph G. Jallouk

SPONSORED BY:

Ticket Price for Unlimited Food & Wine Tasting:  $100 per person
RSVP by Sept. 1 to Deborah Adams at deadams@ymcanyc.org or 212-912-2490

To purchase tickets online: 
 http://www.ymcanyc.org/bronx/pages/bronx-ymca-bon-appetit-fundraiser
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the Bronx has not par-
ticipated in that,” he said. 
“Recently though, you’ve 
seen shows like Gotham,  
Boardwalk Empire, work-
ing with the state, and more 
and more the fi lm indus-
try is looking at us to fi lm 
not only in our streets, but 
in this 115,000-square-foot 
studio thanks to the Suna 
brothers.”

Cuomo told those on 
hand the Bronx, like the 
other outer borough, strug-
gled for years as manufac-
turing jobs left. 

Those struggles had of-
ten been overlooked as Man-
hattan prospered, he added. 

But the fi lm industry 
was among the businesses 
helping to replace those lost 
jobs, he said.

“The Bronx is back,” he 
said. “This is a much differ-
ent place.”

The new facility, dubbed 
Silvercup North, features 
four production studios 
with 50-foot-high ceilings 
that can accommodate two-
story sets. 

The building also houses 
on-site production offi ces, 
grip and lighting depart-
ments and prop and ward-
robe storage areas.

 The new studio is ex-
pected to create 400 fi lm 
industry jobs, according to 
the governor’s offi ce. 

“Port Morris is the per-
fect location for our new-

est studio,” said company 
president Stuart Suna.  
“With easy access to trans-
portation, and the many of-
ferings in this burgeoning 
neighborhood, as well as 
the incredible support from 
the state, the city and the 
Bronx, we expect Silvercup 
North to be a big success for 
us, the productions we sup-
port, and the local commu-
nity.”

The company received a 
$1.6 million performance-
based grant through the 
New York City Regional Eco-
nomic Development Council 
to help fund construction 
and equipment.  

The fi rst program to 
be fi lmed at the facility 
will be  ‘Time After Time,’ 
a science-fi ction tinged 
ABC series from executive 
producer Kevin William-
son (‘Scream,’ ‘Dawson’s 
Creek’), who will also serve 
as a co-executive producer 
with Marcos Siega, who 
produced ‘Blindspot’ and 
‘The Following.’ The series 
is based on a 1979 novel of 
the same name by Nicholas 
Meyer. 

The show follows the fi c-
tional exploits of ‘The Time 
Machine’ author H.G. Wells,  
played by Freddie Stroma 
of the Harry Potter fi lms, 
as he travels into the future 
in his time machine to hunt 
Jack the Ripper, played by 
Josh Bowman of ABC’s ‘Re-
venge.’ 

The show also stars Gen-
esis Rodriguez and Regina 
Taylor.

“The opening of Silver-
cup North in the Bronx is 
further proof of the bor-
ough’s growing economy, 
especially as a new home for 
New York City’s iconic fi lm 
industry.  Later this year, 
York Studios, a production 
company supported by the 
City’s Industrial Develop-
ment Agency, will also open 
in the Soundview neighbor-
hood. The New York City 
Economic Development 
Corporation is proud to con-
tinue creating quality jobs 
across the fi ve boroughs and 
a variety of industries.”

Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce President and CEO 
Nunzio Del Greco called the 
growing fi lm industry pres-
ence in the borough “fabu-
lous news.” 

“Anytime a prominent 
company moves into the 
Bronx, it’s good for revital-
ization and redevelopment. 
There’s no downside, that’s 
for sure.”

Del Greco said the studio 
would help property values 
and businesses in the area, 
much like the developing 
Mott Haven area now being 
given the trendy name Pi-
ano district, with its thriv-
ing restaurants and apart-
ments.

“The Bronx isn’t the for-
gotten borough anymore.” 
He said.

Silvercup North in Port Morris

Governor Cuomo, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie were among 
those on hand for the opening of Silvercup Studios North in Soundview last week. 
 Photo courtesy of the Offi ce of Governor Andrew Cuomo

from Page 1

portant part in Teahan’s 
toughness.

He said Teahan, who 
lived in  Mott Haven on the 
corner of East 138st Street  
and Alexander Avenue, 
grew up in a ‘close-knit’ 
Irish-American commu-
nity.

He fondly recalled sto-
ries of how his uncle could 
sing, dance and was a bit of 
a ladies’ man.

“I wish he had lived so 
he could have helped me,” 
Farrell, who lived in Mott 
Haven until he was 10, said 
with a chuckle.

Farrell,  also said his 
uncle was a smooth talker 
and could talk his way out 
of almost anything.

Teahan joined the army 
at age 17 in 1942, although 

the minimum age was 18.
He had to forge his de-

ployment papers because 
his mother, Nora, did not 
want him joining the mili-
tary.

Farrell also said his 
uncle was known to have 
gotten into a street fi ght or 
two.

“I think he had a rebel 
attitude,” said Farrell. “He 
wasn’t afraid. That’s what 
made him a tailor-made 
paratrooper.”

He noted that his own 
father, Martin Farrell - 
Teahan’s brother-in-law, 
who lived about a building 
away, was quieter and did 
not have a personality as 
outgoing as the WW2 sol-
dier.

Teahan, born Dec, 3, 
1923 died at the age of 20 in 

1944.
Farrell said Teahan 

shipped out of New York 
Harbor in December 1943 
as Farrell’s mother Anne 
watched her brother leave.

According to Farrell, 
she gazed at the departing 
ship as it sailed over the ho-
rizon, knowing it was the 
last time she would ever 
see him.

Teahan died six months 
later.

The M-1 rifl e will be re-
turned to the U.S. in either 
late November or early De-
cember, as soon as paper-
work is fi nalized.

According to Farrell,  
the rifl e will be donated to 
the 82nd Airborne Division 
War Memorial Museum in 
Fort Bragg or The Penta-
gon.

World War II soldier’s rifl e to return 
to the Bronx from France

Jim Farrell (far left), his wife Monica Farrell (second from the left), Holly Milley (second from the right), 
and U.S. Army Chief of Staff General Mark Milley (far right) honor Martin Teahan at his grave in Nor-
mandy, France. Photo Courtesy of Jim Farrell

from Page 1
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Jacobi Medical Center and North Cen-

tral Bronx Hospital have new leadership.
As part of a NYC Health + Hospitals re-

structuring, both of the public hospitals 
have new CEOs: Maureen Pode at NCBH 
and William Foley at Jacobi. 

The North Bronx Health Network, 
which was a structure of the previous ad-
ministration, is being phased out due to 
the Affordable Care Act, said Pode. 

Originally both NCBH and Jacobi had 
the same leader. Now all NYC Health + 
Hospitals trauma centers will have their 
own CEOs, according to offi cials. 

The changes are primary on the admin-
istrative level, said Pode. 

Pode rose through the ranks as a front 
line nurse at several hospitals, eventually 
rising to Deputy Chief Financial Offi cer 
within NYC Health + Hospitals. 

She assumed her current role on Mon-
day, August 15. 

“It is an honor and it is very humbling 
as well,” she said about being selected as 
the CEO after serving as the acting CEO 
for months. 

Pode’s been a nurse for more than 30 
years, and said she has had a very exciting 
career with mentors that have helped her 
move up the ladder. 

“My experience as a registered nurse 
gives me a unique perspective because I 
can relate directly one-on-one with the 
physicians and the nursing staff: knowing 
fi rst hand the complexity of patient care” 
she said, adding that experience “really 
does provide the framework and ground 
decision making.

Each decision has to be made with the 
patient in mind, said Pode. 

Her background in providing care has 
helped her build strong partnerships with 
physicians and nurses, she said. 

Pode believes that the NCBH staff is the 
most valuable asset of the hospital, and that 
she believes it is very important to have a 
workforce engaged in their mission.  

NCBH has capacity for growth, with 
shorter emergency room wait times, gen-
erally speaking, than many Heath + Hospi-
tals facilities, said a hospital spokesman. 

The hospital is known for behavioral 
health, labor and delivery and women’s 
healthcare, said the  spokesman, and it 
has a connection to a community to which 
it serves as a ‘safety-net’ healthcare pro-
vider. 

“I think that you have seen over the 
years that the community really supports 
NCBH,” said Pode, adding that they were a 
vocal partner in bringing back the hospi-
tal’s labor and delivery units.  

She added: “We really encourage the 
community to come to NCBH and take ad-
vantage of all that we have to offer.” 

Foley will move into his post at Jacobi 
on Monday, September 12. 

Foley has worked at the executive 
level at hospitals across the country, in-
cluding at Arrowhead Regional Medical 
Center in San Bernardino, CA and at 
Cook County Health and Hospitals Sys-
tem in Chicago. 

“I truly understand and appreciate 
the important role of public hospitals 
and I’m very confi dent I will contribute 
greatly to the continued success of Ja-
cobi,” said Foley in a statement, basing 
his assertion on his experience leading 
public hospitals, health systems and aca-
demic medical centers.

CEOs named for Jacobi, 
North Central hospitals 

William Foley will begin working at Jacobi Medical 
Center as its CEO in mid-September. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Health + Hospitals

Maureen Pode, who began her career as and re-
mains a RN, is North Central Bronx Hospital’s CE)..
 Photo courtesy of NYC Health + Hospitals
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3590 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx NY 10465
718-792-9258
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:

FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
October 3rd 11am- 3pm

October 6th 2:30pm-6:30pm 

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  
September 26Th 10am SHARP!
September 29th 10am SHARP!

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The mysterious source of pol-

lution emptying into Van Cort-
landt Park brook has advocates 
for the park searching for an-
swers. 

The Friends of Van Cort-
landt Park reported to the NYS 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation what they believe 
to be an ‘illicit discharge’ of fe-
cal bacteria into Tibbetts Brook 
from a pipe just north of the park 
in Westchester County. 

As part of their ongoing 
weekly testing of the water qual-
ity in the brook, which runs 
from Yonkers and pools in Van 
Cortlandt Lake, FVCP person-
nel said they have found very 
high levels of fecal coliform, 
bacteria found in the stomachs 
of mammals, just downstream 
from the pipe. 

The levels are well above 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency standards, according to 
their tests. 

They have also observed a 
detergent-like, green-blue  sub-
stance being discharged through 
the pipe. 

The four-foot pipe is less than 
a mile from the park, said John 

Butler, FVCP ecological proj-
ect manager, just off the South 
County Trail for biking and 
walking, near Lawton Street in 
Yonkers. 

A DEC spokeswoman stated 
that they are “working with 
the City of Yonkers to investi-
gate this discharge and develop 
a plan of action to address the 
situation.” 

A NYC Parks Department 
spokesman said that the agency 
is currently investigating the 
pipe’s origination point

“We are grateful to Friends 
of Van Cortlandt Park for their 
continued work in helping us to 
care for one of the Bronx’s larg-
est and most beloved parks,” 
stated the spokesman. 

Christina Taylor, FVCP presi-
dent, said that eating fi sh caught 
in the park is prohibited, but 
that has not lessened concern 
about the water quality. 

“It is a concern for the health 
of an ecosystem,” said Taylor, 
adding that Van Cortlandt Lake 
is an impaired wetland that is 
not meeting the standards it 
should.  

She said that FVCP is trying 
to draw attention to the situa-

tion as part of an overall effort 
to raise water quality.

Other discharges are also af-
fecting the water quality, said 
Taylor. 

Among these are possible 
runoff of fertilizer used at an 
upstream golf course, runoff 
from the expressways and park-
ways, and what could be addi-
tional seepage of pollutants near 
Broadway, said FVCP staff. 

FVCP has been continuously 
monitoring the water in the 
park on a weekly basis since De-
cember 2015. 

“Tibbetts Brook is one of the 
last above ground streams in the 
city,” said John Butler, adding 
that one of the reasons ongoing 
testing is necessary is because 
lake water in the park is ‘eutro-
phic’ in summer. 

This means that water is so 
rich in nutrients that the excess 
plant life deprives animal life of 
oxygen, according to sources. 

“Our concern is that this pipe 
is pouring bacteria and possibly 
nutrients into the system, and it 
could be one of the reasons that 
our lake is as eutrophic as it is – 
why it has all of this algae on it,” 
said Butler.

FVCP worry about Tibbetts Brook’s water pollutants

A yellowish liquid was discharged into Van Cortlandt Park on Tuesday, August 9.
 Photo courtesy of Friends of Van Cortlandt Park
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(l-r) Hip Hop legend Grandmaster Melle Mel; John Denizard; Kelly Phoenix; Anthony Myers; Melissa Libran, Windows of Hip 
Hop founder, Kereem Vargas, Windows of Hip Hop director of health and fi tness. Photo by Miriam Quin

The Bronx’s legendary Artuso Pastry Shop 
provided some of its trademark baked goods 
such as chocolate covered cannolis and 
chocolate cupcakes. Photo by Miriam Quin

Bronxites satisfi ed their hunger by attending a recent charitable food and wine festival. The second annual Eat nYc, the  Bronx Food and Wine Festival, gave Bronxites 
the opportunity to enjoy delicious local gourmet meals and wines while supporting the Food Bank for New York City on Friday, August 12 at the Bronx Zoo’s Dancing 
Crane Pavilion. The spice-of-life festival featured live performances, cooking demos, an awards ceremony and the launch of Eat nYc’s new, ‘The Alchemist’ magazine.

Eat nYc Food & Wine FestivalEat nYc Food & Wine Festival

Carlos Navarro (c) has friends in high places 
after meeting two Athena Entertainment 
stilt walkers. Photo by Miriam Quin

Olga Luz Tirado, Bronx Tourism Council 
executive director, and Angel Hernandez, 
Bronx Historical Society educator and Bronx 
historian, promoted Bronx literature. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Lotus Flame Restaurant owners Jennifer 
Garib (l) and Savitri McCrea (r) were hon-
ored with the prestigious Best Restaurant 
2016 Award by Denizard. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Lloyd’s Carrot Cake’s Martha Sanchez, Alexandria Sanchez and Ja-
net Simpson offered guests samples of their well-known bakery’s deli-
cious carrot cake and other baked goodies. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) The sudden rain didn’t spoil any of the fun for Anthony My-
ers, NYC Deparment of Cultural Affairs Arts program specialist; 
John Denizard, the Alchemist Food and Wine Magazine publish-
er and Baron Ambrosia, Culinary Ambassador of the Bronx. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Guests satisfi ed their appetites by sampling a variety of 
haute cuisine and diverse delicacies. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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A marching kids band had the crowd moving to the beat of their drums. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Musical artists DJ Jose Morales from Radical Sounds; TKA’s Aby Escoto and Angel 
Vasquez; DJ Zarzuela and Tony Ortiz from TKA celebrated on stage after their set. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Freestyle legends Angel Vasquez (front, l), Tony Ortiz (back, 3rd from r) and Aby Es-
coto (front, r) with La Sorsa Automotive Groups mascots Manny Selections (front, 2nd 
from l), Louis Price, Louis Price (back, 2nd from l) and Max Service (front, 2nd from r). 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(back, l-r) Miss Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Reina Juvenil queen Kiara Carrion, Angel 
Vazquez, Miss Bronx Puetro Rican Day Parade Royal Court fi rst princess Rosemary Colon,  
(front, l-r) Miss Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Women’s Pageant second princess Car-
men Soto, Miss Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Infantil fi rst princess Tatiana Ocasio, Tony 
Ortiz and Aby Escoto. Photo by Miriam Quin

Kemj G. from Crunch Fitness lead the crowd in perform-
ing some awe-inspiring Zumba moves. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Michael Da Guvna Lambert  wore his Bainbridge Ave-
nue and East 204th Street Merchants Summer Streets 
2011 T-shirt to this year’s celebration. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Khamila wrote her name in chalk on the street. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Summertime fun was in full swing at this year’s sixth annual Summer Streets Festival! Hosted by the Bainbridge Avenue and East 204th Street Merchants Association, Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj, Councilman Andrew Cohen and MAS Productions, the popular outdoor festival was held on Sunday, August 7 at East 204th Street between Bainbridge and Decatur avenues. 
The event featured live musical performances by TKA, the legendary Freestyle trio; a ‘Fun Bus’ courtesy of the Bronx Children’s Museum; shopping; hayrides and tons of giveaways.

Norwood Celebrates 6th Annual Summer Streets Festivial
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The Bronx celebrated its diversity at a recent cultural festival in Norwood. Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Councilman Andrew Cohen hosted the annual International Family Day on 
Saturday, August 13 at East 205th Street between Bainbridge Avenue and East 204th Street. The spectacular celebration featured delicious food from across the globe, live musical 
performances, face painting, balloon art, bounce houses, a dunk tank, hayrides and giveaways.

Gjonaj, Cohen Host International Family Day 

Assemblyman Gjonaj served up some delicious hot dogs 
to festivial goers. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Daniel Nilaj, Niki Musaj, Emanuel Musaj, Annabella Nilaj and Mariana 
Musaj received autographed posters from musician Edwin Watts. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Musician Edwin Watt (back, c) met his fans 
(l-r) Annabella Nilaj, Mariana Musaj, Niki 
Musaj, Emanuel Musaj, Daniel Nilaj and 
Mire Nilaj after his performance. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

District Attorney Darcel Clark (c) met Aleksander Nilaj 
(back, l), Albanian American Open Hand Association 
president and his son, Daniel (front, l) and Tony Musaj 
(back, r), Albanian American Open Hand Association 
vice president and his son, Emanuel (front, r) at the 
celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin

Community Board 7’s Barbara Stronczer, fi rst vice chairwoman; Dilleta Pina, 
Senior Services Committee board member and Andrew Sandler, district 
manager with District Attorney Clark. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Tony Musaj worked his culinary magic grilling up sev-
eral tasty treats for guests. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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Williamsbridge Oval Summer Sports Jamboree

More than 100 children of all ages enjoyed some fun in the sun at Williamsbridge Oval Park. Hosted by NYC Parks, this year’s Summer Sports Jamboree held on Wednesday, August 17 
featured many fun activities such as basketball, softball, kickball, fl ag football, lacrosse, soccer, track and fi eld, volleyball, tennis, a fi tness van, play mobile and arts and crafts.
   Pictured above, Everyone, young and old, had a great time at this year’s Summer Sports Jamboree. Photo by Miriam Quin

Children scaled up a tall structure during one of the day’s exer-
cises. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Josh Montantine, Jarrett Serate, Katherine Marando, Christopher Rodriquez, Wyatt Salazar and Angel 
Perez stayed cool from the summer heat by eating fl avored ices. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Deiessiacr Williams, Miledys Pons and Shawima 
Adamson provided the children with tasty carrot 
sticks and apple slice snacks. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

The youth enjoyed an exciting game of lacrosse 
at the park. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  A

u
g

u
s

t
 2

8
, 2

0
1

6
   

  1
0

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m



11
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 A
u

g
u

s
t

 2
8

, 2
0

1
6

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents at the Wood-

mansten building, 1541-
51 Williamsbridge Road, 
are continuing their bat-
tle with real estate mogul 
Mark Scharfman.

On Monday, August 22, 
residents presented their 
complaints to Senator Jeff 
Klein’s offi ce as his rep-
resentatives went door to 
door in the building.

Tenants have been upset 
by recent intrusive repairs 
and subpar apartment 
conditions for which they 
blame the landlord.

Resident Ann Ryan met 
with the representatives.

Ryan called Scharfman 
“a criminal” and said she 
can’t understand how he 
keeps getting away with his 
crimes. 

The landlord received 
a violation earlier this 
summer after Scharfman 
allegedly lied on a NYC 
Department of Buildings 
application for repairs - 
including electrical and 
plumbing work - to apart-
ments in the building.

On the application, it 
stated that the 125-unit 
building was neither rent 
stabilized or rent con-
trolled. 

In addition, it stated 
there was no one living in 
the apartments.

Despite DOB’s violation, 
work continued. 

According to tenants as-
sociation leader Paulette 
Sorg, after the violation 

was issued the landlord 
fi led a corrected applica-
tion. 

Regardless, some resi-
dents don’t trust the work-
ers the landlord sends.

Prior to starting work 
in the building, Scharf-
man’s employees told resi-
dents they must be home 
to let workers complete the 
work.

In addition, residents 
have been threatened with 
lawsuits if they choose 
not to let workers in their 
apartment.

Ryan and Sorg are 
among some of the resi-
dents who, nevertheless, 
have chosen not to let the 
workers into their apart-
ment.

“Let them take me to 
court,” said Sorg.

Some residents are not 
as bold, but are still upset 
with the shoddy work that 
has been done.

One couple, who chose 
not to give their name, have 
a toddler at home who was 
present while some of the 
plumbing work was done.

They said the dust from 
the work was dangerous for 
their daughter.

They had a representa-
tive from the city’s health 
department inspect their 
home.

In addition to issues 
with recent repairs, Sorg - a 
resident of the building for 
more than 70 years - said 
there are other long stand-
ing issues with the build-

ing.
For example, Shavonne 

Miller, a teacher in Brook-
lyn, said the elevator con-
tinues to be a problem in 
the building.

According to Miller, at 
times a resident will leave 
the building with a working 
elevator, go shopping, then 
be forced to carry their gro-
ceries up the stairs since 
the elevator has stopped 
functioning.

In addition, she said 
when the elevator breaks 
down residents leave 
their trash near the eleva-
tor until it works again. 

Sometimes, she said, 
the trash sits in the hall-
ways  for days.

She added the build-
ing’s conditions have 
caused some to move 
and fi ve apartments have 
been vacated on her fl oor 
in the three years she’s 
been a resident.

Representatives from 
Klein’s offi ce say they 
will return for one more 
visit to canvas apart-
ments then will call a 
tenant meeting later this 
year.

Klein has already 
pushed for an investiga-
tion by the NYC Housing 
Preservation and Devel-
opment department into 
the building.

“I am committed to en-
suring that these tenants 
live in dignity and in the 
peace that they deserve,” 
said Klein.

Tenants continue fi ght with 
Woodmansten landlord

A hole under the sink was left by plumbers in one of the Woodmansten apartments 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents at 520 E. 156th 

Street are seeing the results 
of the NYC Housing Author-
ity’s Permanent Affordabil-
ity Commitment Together, 
or PACT, program.

It is based on President 
Obama’s Rental Assistance 
Demonstration program.

The program is a way 
for NYCHA to make im-
provements to public hous-
ing and obtain funding for 
those improvements.

One portion of the PACT 
program is partnering with 
private companies to reno-
vate Section 8 housing.

At the property known 
as the Bronxchester 
Houses, NYCHA partnered 
with L+M Development.

NYCHA chairwoman 
Shola Olatoye said these 
types of partnerships pro-
vide funding and resources 
to the department that they 
would otherwise not have.

At this particular build-
ing, upgrades are notice-
able as soon as residents 
step into the building.

The walls no longer have 
a yellow cinderblock look. 

Instead, they  look tiled 
with brushstrokes of gray 
and white paint.

In addition, pipes in 
the hallways are no longer 
green but are now painted 

white.
In the apartments, resi-

dents now have central 
air. In addition they have 
energy effi cient stoves and 
new cupboards.

In the bathrooms there 
have also been upgrades to 
the showers and sinks.

Olatoye said some of the 
buildings in the program 
have not been upgraded for 
more than 30 years.

Patricia Lamonde, ten-
ant association leader 
and 33-year resident of 
the Bronxchester houses 
echoed Olatoye’s senti-
ments.

She emphasized the 
word ‘years’ when asked 
how long residents had 
been waiting for repairs.

Lamonde also beamed at 
Bronxchester’s new outdoor 
facilities, saying the neigh-
bors in the apartments next 
door are now trying to get 
over to her building to use 
those facilties.

Previously in the back 
of the building, there was 
mainly cracked concrete 
slabs. In addition there 
was only one slide for the 
kids to play on.

Now, there is a green 
space in the center of the 
new facilities. Also, there 
are new swings and a bas-
ketball court with bleach-

ers.
Lisa Gomez, chief op-

erating offi cer at L+M De-
velopment, said she knows 
that at times it can be a 
scary situation for resi-
dents when they hear a new 
developer and new man-
agement is coming to their 
building.

She said ‘it is natural’ 
for them to be anxious 
about change. 

However, the company 
is ‘proud’ when they see 
families enjoying the new 
facilities such as the reno-
vated courtyard and com-
munity garden.

Gomez also said she had 
met some of the residents 
who were skeptical of the 
plan.

She said now those resi-
dents are “extremely sup-
portive” and pleased with 
the fi nished product.

Gomez, like Olatoye, 
believes the Bronxchester 
renovations are a picture of 
what a public/private part-
nership can achieve.

NYCHA is hoping to 
upgrade 5,200 units across 
the Bronx, Manhattan and 
Brooklyn within the next 
three to four years.

Currently, NYCHA is 
working to upgrade 1,400 
units at the Ocean Bay 
Apartments in Averne.

Bronxchester Houses see 
results from PACT program

New basketball court at Bronxchester Houses - 520 E. 156th Street 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  A

u
g

u
s

t
 2

8
, 2

0
1

6
   

  1
2

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Throggs Neck Mer-

chant Association’s Sum-
mer Restaurant Week 
kicked off Thursday, Au-
gust 18 at Rosy’s Manor 
Hall on East Tremont Av-
enue. 

Merchant association 
president Stephen Kauf-
man said the event, which 
runs from August 19 to 
September 14, is aimed at 
boosting business in what 
is often seen as a quiet time 
for neighborhood eateries, 
and as a way to draw atten-
tion to what he considered 
a burgeoning dining desti-
nation. 

“I think we’re becom-
ing a real restaurant row,” 
Kaufman said. “The res-
taurants are great and we 
want them to develop a re-
lationship where custom-
ers can dine on great food 
and not have it cost a for-
tune.”

The association held a 
restaurant week in Janu-
ary, which Kaufman said 
was very successful

“It was brutal outside, 
but a lot of the restau-
rants did great, they made 
money,” he said.

Yamada Japanese res-
taurant manager Kelly 
Chen was one of the mer-
chants serving samples of 

dishes to guests. 
She said the event was 

a good way to bring neigh-
borhood merchants to-
gether and help build com-
munity.  

“I hope this gets even 
better as more and more 
restaurants join,” she said.

Yamada was the fi rst 
in the area to offer sushi 
in Throggs Neck before it 
caught on in the outer bor-
oughs.

“Before us, a lot of our 
customers would go to 
Manhattan to eat sushi,” 
she said.  “When we opened 
they were so happy.”

Yamada is offering 
a special prix fi xe deal 
through September 4: an 
appetizer, main course and 
dessert for $25. 

In addition to sushi, 
Yamada also offers a wide 
variety of Japanese dishes 
like hibachi and teriyaki. 

They recently renovated 
the restaurant to accommo-
date more customers and a 
full bar, offering a large se-
lection of sake.

“Sushi and sake go per-
fect together,” she said.

Cabo Mexican restau-
rant general manager Ru-
bin Ramos has operated 
the eatery for eight months 

He said publicity from 
merchant’s association 

events like restaurant week 
go a long way in boosting 
awareness of neighborhood 
eateries like his.

“We have good food 
there, but people walk by 
the restaurant and they 
have no knowledge of our 
food,” Ramos said. 

Cabo executive chef Fer-
nando Avelino will offer 
up a new three-course prix 
fi xe menu special every 
night for restaurant week, 
in addition to the regular 
menu, Ramos added.

“We have pork chops, 
we have churrasco skirt 
steaks, we have salmon 
a la plancha, a lot of stuff 
- not just tacos and burri-
tos.”

Association technology 
director Hussein Nouri 
said the offi cial poster fea-
turing participants would 
soon be all over the neigh-
borhood.

“We’re going to start 
putting them out in all the 
neighborhoods and put-
ting them in windows,” 
he said. “We advertise on 
Facebook and so far we 
have over 2,000 people who 
have signed up for our up-
dates.”

For a complete list of 
participating restaurants, 
go to www.throggsneck-
merchants.com.

Throggs Neck Restaurant 
Week offers cool deals 

Kelly Chen (front, c), Yamada Restaurant owner, and the Throggs Neck Merchants Association had a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony at Rosy’s Manor for Throggs Neck Restaurant Week’s grand start. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A public forum was held 

to empower Bronx Muslims 
to persevere against fear and 
discrimination. 

Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda and Mayor de Blasio 
co-sponsored a public safety 
meeting for the Bronx Mus-
lim community on Monday, 
August 15 at M.S. 127’s audi-
torium on 1560 Purdy Street.

NYPD and city offi cials 
met with local Muslims to dis-
cuss public safety and human 
rights, reporting discrimina-
tory incidents, provide a di-
rectory of city services and 
listen to their input on im-
proving services.

Assemblyman Sepulveda, 
District Attorney Darcel 
Clark and Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma were keynote 
speakers.

Panelists included Dr. 
Sarah Sayeed, Mayor de Bla-
sio’s senior Muslim advisor; 
Sapna Raj from NYC Com-
mission on Human Rights; 
sergeant Lonergan from 
NYPD Hate Crimes Unit; 
inspector Fausto Pichardo, 
43rd Precinct commanding 
offi cer and Marian Taylor-
Martinez, NYC Department 
of Education family leader-
ship coordinator.

The forum was in re-
sponse to an anti-Muslim 
hate crime that targeted Ben-
gali Mujibur Rahman on Fri-
day, January 15 by two male 

teens, ages 14 and 15, who al-
legedly shouted ‘ISIS’ while 
pummeling him.

Coincidentally, the meet-
ing came two days after a 
Queens mosque imam, Maul-
ama Akonjee, 55, and mosque 
assistant Thara Uddin, 65, 
were murdered at Liberty 
Avenue and 79th Street in 
Ozone Park and ten days af-
ter 49-year-old Muhammad 
Ali Haider was assaulted on 
Westchester Square.

A NYPD spokeswoman 
said, Andrews Hernandez, 
20, of 28 Metropolitan Oval, 
allegedly attacked Haider 
as he walked with his girl-
friend in front of 1570 Over-
ing Street on Friday, August 
5 at 10:38 p.m.

Another man and two 
women were with Hernandez 
when he punched Haider in 
the face causing him to fall to 
the ground, according to the 
police report.

Haider was rushed to Ja-
cobi Medical Center in criti-
cal condition with multiple 
facial fractures. 

Haider’s girlfriend was 
left unharmed, however he 
remains hospitalized follow-
ing surgery.

The 45th Precinct ar-
rested Hernandez on Sunday, 
August 7 and charged him 
with assault in the second de-
gree.

Hernandez’s companions 
were not charged because the 

were not aware of his inten-
tions.

Hernandez, who had no 
prior arrests, was intoxicated 
at the time, so the assault was 
not ruled as a hate crime.

Sepulveda explained most 
crimes against Muslim and 
Bangladeshi communities go 
unreported due to language 
barriers and cultural fear of 
authority.

“People should be able to 
practice their religion with-
out fear of retribution or per-
secution,” he expressed.

Dr. Sayeed said the NYPD 
has increased its outreach 
with Muslims and has sta-
tioned patrols outside of 
mosques during services.

Sepulveda said Muslim 
and Bangladeshi residents 
are interested in creating a 
neighborhood patrol similar 
to Morris Park Community 
Association’s Civilian Patrol, 
to work closely with the 43rd 
Precinct.

The forum was co-spon-
sored by Sepulveda’s offi ce, 
the Mayor’s Community 
Affairs Unit, NYC Human 
Rights Commission, the May-
or’s Offi ce of Immigrant Af-
fairs, 43rd Precinct Commu-
nity Council, Bangladeshi 
American Community Coun-
cil, Bangladeshi American 
National Democratic Soci-
ety, Peace December/Islamic 
Leadership School and Sapna 
NYC.

Public forum called to 
empower Bronx Muslims

District Attorney Clark (front, c) gave opening remarks as Elvin Garcia (front, l), Mayor’s offi ce South 
Bronx borough director; (back, l-r) Sarah Sayeed, Ph.D., Mayor’s offi ce senior Muslim advisor; Sergeant 
Lonergan, NYPD Hate Crime Task Force; Inspector Pirchado, 43rd Precinct commanding offi cer; Sapna 
Raj of NYC Human Rights Commission; Marian Taylor-Martinez, NYC Department of Education family 
leadership coordinator and others listened attentively. Photo by Edwin Soto
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A Waterbury-LaSalle resident 

who advocated for better services 
for the developmentally disabled 
will have his work immortalized 
with a street co-named in his 
honor. 

NYC Council recently ap-
proved the naming of a portion of 
Harrington Avenue at Mayfl ower 
Avenue as Alfonse Agovino Sr. 
Way, commemorating the life of a  
trailblazing disability advocate 
who was a long-time volunteer 
board member at the AHRC. 

Councilman James Vacca, 
who initiated the  honor, said 
that Agovino was defending the 
rights of the developmentally dis-
abled community at a time when 
many people did not fully under-
stand the condition. 

“He was advocating for resi-
dents with developmentally dis-
abled people way before it was 
popular,” said Vacca, adding that 
he got to know Agovino, who he 
described as a soft-spoken man, 
when the councilman was Com-
munity Board 10 district man-
ager in the 1980s. 

 “Back then, there was desper-
ate need for education,” he said.

Agovino’s activism stemmed 
from his daughter, Elena, who 
was born in 1957 with cerebral 
palsy and autism, said his daugh-
ter Toni Agovino. 

At the time, she explained, 
there were few resources for par-
ents. 

Al began volunteering with 
AHRC, an organization that 
sought to keep children and 
adults in classroom and work-
shop settings, in 1963. 

Toni Agovino began the street 
co-naming process in her father’s 
honor after he passed away in 
January 2015 after learning more 
about all the people he helped 
during his life, she said. 

He served as an AHRC board 
member for 25 years, from 1977 to 
2002, and at host of organizations 
supporting the developmentally 
disabled, she added. 

“Seeing all of his awards in 
the house, I wanted to have his 
name live in perpetuity because 
he advocated for people who can-
not help themselves: people like 
my sister,” said Toni Agovino, 
adding that the family’s experi-
ence with Elena taught them un-
conditional love and was a bless-

ing. 
Her father served as AHRC 

board president from 1999 to 2001, 
and Toni Agovino continues to 
volunteer as a board member at 
AHRC today, she said. 

When the fi ght for services 
fi rst began, it was a movement, 
she said. 

“He spoke his mind, fought 
when he believed in something 
and he loved unconditionally,” 
said Toni of her father. 

In addition to AHRC, he served 
on the New York State Advisory 
Council on Quality Care for the 
Developmentally Disabled, Bronx 
Developmental Disabilities Ser-
vice Offi ce Parent Association, 
Board of Visitors Metro NY, and 
he received numerous awards. 

He served in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II and was 
proud of that service, Agovino’s 
daughter said. 

He was president of the Holy 
Name Society at St. Benedict’s 
Church, where he ran blood 
drives. He was the father of six 
children. 

The street sign unveiling is 
tentatively scheduled for Satur-
day, April 29, 2017.

CB 10 street co-named for advocate of the disabled

Al Agovino, seen here on his 90th Birthday, will have a street co-named in his 
honor on Harrington Avenue. 
 Photo courtesy of the Agovino family

BY ROBERT CHRIST
Easco Boiler Company 1175 Leg-

gett Avenue, celebrated its 90th 
year this month, making it one of 
the oldest black-owned businesses 
in the country.

At a celebration on Tuesday, 
August 16, members of the commu-
nity, including clergy and elected 
offi cials, commemorated the com-
pany’s, that moved from Harlem to 
the Bronx in 1974, historic anniver-
sary.

Tyren Eastmond, now president 
of the company, recalls stories he 
heard from his great grandfather, 
Arlington Eastmond, who founded 
the company in 1926. The company 
was not incorporated until 1948.

Arlington, who was from Bar-
bados, began the company at a time 
when living in the United States 
was not comfortable for most Afri-
can-Americans.

However, Tyren said that did not 
affect his great grandfather. 

He said Arlington had come to 
the country with little money and 
was not going to let that stop him.

“He came with the mindset he 
was going to do something,” said 
Tyren.

According to his great grandson, 
Arlington began making a name for 

himself by taking boilermaking 
jobs that no one would else wanted.

Tyren recalled a story about one 
job in which a man wanted Arling-
ton to build a boiler on a hill.

Tyren said his great grandfather 
pleaded with the man that this was 
not a good idea. However, Arlington 
did it anyway.

In addition, said Tyren, his great 

grandfather also worked in other 
diffi cult environments.

Tyren said these conditions 
would “discourage most and some-
how my great grandfather would go 
there and say, ‘Don’t worry I can do 
it.’”

Arlington Eastmond Jr, Tyren’s 
grandfather, also known as ‘Leon’, 
only recently handed over the reigns 

to his 32-year old grandson.
Leon said black and Latino com-

munities and residents of the Bronx 
“deserve a fair chance to work, gain 
skills and reinvest in their commu-
nity.”

He added elected offi cials need to 
create more opportunities for Bronx 
communities.

Tyren echoed his grandfather’s 

sentiments and said Easco has 
been “a staple in the black commu-
nity and a model for the nation.”At 
Easco, there is an emphasis on in-
vesting in their workers.

Some of Easco’s employment 
practices include starting wages of 
$15 an hour, job traning for former 
convicts, and a scholarship fund 
for people who can’t support them-
selves while learning a trade.

Tyren said “making a better life 
for the people around us” has been a 
focal point for the company.

“How do we provide jobs, how do 
we help the community,” are some of 
the questions Tyren said members 
of the company ask themselves.

He said the company is like a 
family.

He recalls that as a kid he worked 
in the  warehouse and in the offi ces. 

Tyren said over the years while 
the staff watched him grow up he in 
turn watched the company change 
their lives.

He adds he’s not focused on the 
pressure of running one of the old-
est black-owned companies in the 
United States.

Instead, he is focused on the “op-
portunity to empower people” and 
taking the “focus off yourself and 
putting it on everyone else.”

Easco Boilers,  early black-owned business, turns 90

Congressman Charles Rangel, Assembly member Michael Blake, and members of the Bronx Clergy Network listen to Leon 
Eastmond refl ect on his career as a family business owner, a position now held by his grandson, Tyren Eastmond (at right).
 Photo Courtesy of Kevin A. Richards





1
5

      B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
 A

p
r

il 3
, 2

0
1

6
 

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

1
5

      B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
 A

u
g

u
s

t
 2

8
, 2

0
1

6
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

rone’s side after experiencing 
the two horrendous incidents.

The precinct also allocated 
$5,000 towards Tyrone’s college 
scholarship fund, as well as an-
nounced that they were sending 
him and his aunt to Disneyland 
for an entire week. 

The money was raised by lo-
cal donations through social 
media.

“The 49th Precinct worked 
extremely hard to put this event 
together - and with it, we wanted 
to create a brand new life start 
for Tyrone,” said captain Keith 
Walton, commanding offi cer for 
the 49th Precinct.

“Tyrone is a bright kid - and 
there was nothing better at this 
event than seeing him happy,” 
said community affairs offi cer 
David Lepore. “We (the 49th 
Precinct) decided to provide 
him and his aunt with the op-
portunity to go to Disney World. 

This is only a stepping stone for 
what we hope to do for him and 
other kids who  face similar sit-
uations in the future.”

John Marano, a neighbor-
hood advocate and former 
NYPD offi cer who aided trou-
bled youth in Harlem by taking 
them to New York Yankee games 
and other festivities said, “Ty-
rone will remember all of the 
assistance he received from the 
49th Precinct, and that will help 
him make the right choices in 
life despite what has happened 
to him.”

“You have godmothers and 
godfathers here at the 49th Pre-
cinct for the rest of your life - we 
all love you, Tyrone,” said Tony 
Vitaliano, chairman of Commu-
nity Board 11.

When asked about what he 
was looking forward to the most 
when he goes to Disneyland, Ty-
rone replied that he was most 
excited to go on the slides, the 

rides, and interact with the Dis-
ney characters. He also said he 
was looking forward to singing 
Disney songs on his trip.

On the morning of Tuesday, 
December 1, the precinct re-
sponded to the shooting of Rat-

tigan (Tyrone’s mom) at 1570 
Bogart Avenue, who was pro-
nounced dead when EMS ar-
rived at the scene. 

A week later, after being 
identifi ed as a suspect, Lowe, Sr. 
was found dead inside his 2006 

Honda Odyssey in the vicinity 
of Hollers Avenue and Hutchin-
son River Parkway. 

He died from a self-infl icted 
gunshot wound to the head. A 
handgun was found next to his 
body.

49th Pct. honors child 
who lost parents

(l-r) NYPD Chaplain Unit Fr. Anastasiou, Bronx Borough Commander chief Larry Nikunen and captain Walton presented 
Tyrone Lowe a $5,000 check to put towards his college scholarship fund. Photo by Aracelis Batista

from Page 1

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Last year Country Club 

resident Niko Kritikos began 
a fundraising effort for the 
new 45th Precinct Civilian 
Observation Patrol to fight 
petty crime in the area, some-
thing he knows about from 
first hand experience.

“I was the victim of a 
drunk hit-and-run driver,” 
he recalled. “I didn’t have 
any police backup because 
all five cars on shift were at 
a shooting in Co-op City. So I 
was holding down a drunk hit 
and run driver for hours, and 

I thought to myself, ‘wow we 
don’t have enough resources 
even though we’re the biggest 
(Bronx) police precinct.’” 

But Kritikos, who runs 
a surveillance and security 
company, said that while the 
45th Precinct had been sup-
portive of his idea, NYPD 
brass at 1 Police Plaza de-
cided against supporting any 
new patrols due to liability 
costs.

“I had to switch gears,” he 
said. “We’re getting our (own) 
license to become a corpora-
tion and we are getting our 
own insurance and getting 
everything done privately. 
The only difference is that we 
won’t be backed by the NYPD, 
we’re not officially trained by 
the NYPD, we don’t get NYPD 
cards.”

Kritikos said he hoped 
that after a few years the pa-
trol will be respected enough 
to make the NYPD change its 
tune and work with them.

An online fundraising 
page, www.gofundme.com/
CivilianPatrol has been es-
tablished to collect private do-
nations for the endeavor.

Kritikos said most of the 
patrol work would be over-
night, since NYPD Auxiliary 
Police are not allowed to do 
patrols after midnight. 

“That’s when the kids ride 
around on their bikes steal-
ing car rims and tires and 
go into people’s backyards to 

steal bikes and change from 
people’s vehicles. That’s the 
kind of little crime that we 
are focusing on,” he said.

Kritikos stressed that pa-
trol members would not be 
armed.

“We don’t want our volun-
teers doing anything more 

than if you see something say 
something,” he sad, “We’re 
going to be calling it in (to 
police) and making sure noth-
ing gets violent - I don’t want 
these volunteers in any dan-
ger.”

Kritikos said he received 
significant assistance from 
John Cerini, an accountant 
by trade and treasurer of the 
Throggs Neck Merchant Asso-
ciation. 

Cerini said he is complet-
ing the group’s paperwork at 
no cost, charging them only 
the $700 501c3 filing fee and 
$275 IRS fee. 

“He’s been helping up out 
with fliers and getting dona-
tions and marketing and we’ve 
been using his office space,” 
Kritikos said. “He’s really 
been doing a lot for us.”

Kritikos is hoping to get 
grant funding after being 
incorporated and said local 
elected officials have offered 
to help the group identify 
funding.  

For more information, con-
tact Kritikos at (347) 426-8156 
or at totallywirednyc@yahoo.
com.

After NYPD rejection, planned patrol to go solo

Niko Kritikos (l) and Barry Wyman are the coordinators for the 45th Precinct Civil-
ian Patrol. Photo courtesy of Niko Kritikos

We don’t want our 
volunteers doing 

anything more than if 
you see something say 

something.
Niko Kritikos
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.


