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Silvercup North opens in Port Morris

Young Fashionistas

FILM STUDIO: 
IT’S A WRAP

WW II soldier’s rifl e to return from France
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
In recent weeks the Bronx 

has been the focus of media 
attention for its past, with 
the critically-acclaimed Netf-
lix hit series ‘The Get Down,’ 
which follows a fi ctional as-
piring rapper in the tumul-
tous Bronx of 1977.

But last week the borough 
got an investment in its media 
future, as Silvercup Studios 
expanded from its longtime 
home base in Long Island City 
with a $35 million facility in 
Port Morris at 295 Locust Av-
enue.

Silvercup management was 
joined by Governor Cuomo, 
Council Speaker Carl Heastie 
and Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. and other city 
and state leaders at a Wednes-
day,  August 17 ribbon cutting 

ceremony at the site. 
Diaz said his borough had 

historically not benefi tted 
from the fi lm industry, and 
had long been portrayed in a 
negative light by Hollywood.

“The fi lm industry is 
booming in the city and the 
state thanks to the tax cred-
its,” Diaz said. “But the real-
ity is, for too many years, the 
Bronx has not participated 
in that,” he said. “Recently 
though, you’ve seen shows 
like Gotham,  Boardwalk Em-
pire, working with the state, 
and more and more the fi lm 
industry is looking at us to 
fi lm not only in our streets, 
but in this 115,000-square-
foot studio thanks to the Suna 
brothers.”

Cuomo told those on hand 
the Bronx, like the other outer 

borough, struggled for years 
as manufacturing jobs left. 

Those struggles had often 
been overlooked as Manhat-
tan prospered, he added. 

But the fi lm industry was 
among the businesses help-
ing to replace those lost jobs, 
he said.

“The Bronx is back,” he 
said. “This is a much different 
place.”

The new facility, dubbed 
Silvercup North, features 
four production studios with 
50-foot-high ceilings that can 
accommodate two-story sets. 

The building also houses 
on-site production offi ces, grip 
and lighting departments and 
prop and wardrobe storage ar-
eas.

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
A family with south Bronx 

roots is looking forward to 
reconnecting with a part of 
their family’s military past.

Bronx native Jimmy Far-
rell is awaiting the return 
of an M-1 rifl e that belonged 
to his uncle Martin Teahan 
who served in World War II 
as part of the 508 Parachute 
Infantry Regiment (PIR).

Teahan, an Irish-Amer-
ican, was killed on June 6, 
1944 in Picauville, Normandy 
after he had been scouting a 
position. 

After his capture, a Ger-
man soldier killed him.

Farrell, 60, said Colo-
nel Patrick Collet, a French 
Army Paratrooper com-
mander, contacted his sis-
ter Liv Teahan on March 17, 
St. Patrick’s Day, to let them 
know the uncle’s rifl e was re-
covered.

“It was the luck of the 
Irish,” Farrell said with a 
laugh.

Collet, while visitng a 
French farmer, had noticed 
that a rifl e the farmer had 
was engraved with the name 
“Martin Teahan”.

He then made an effort to 
contact the family.

Farrell, who served in the 

U.S. Army from 1974-1977, 
said that in June he and his 
wife Monica visited the col-
onel in Normandy and got a 
chance to hold the rifl e.

“I felt the cold metal of the 
weapon on my fi ngertips, and 
envisioned my uncle, bravely 
marching forward through 
enemy territory,” said Far-
rell.

Afterwards, Farrell said 
he and his wife got a chance 
to visit Teahan’s grave site 
where they met U.S. Army 
Chief of Staff General Mark 
Milley.

Bronx Fashion Week kept it stylish with its ‘Young Fashionistas’ 
children’s fashion designer showcase on Friday, August 19 at the 
Mall at Bay Plaza. Hosted by Caridad ‘La Bruja’ de la Luz, the young 
fashion stars rocked the runway wearing the latest apparel from 
fashion designers and top retail stores. See more photos in next 
week’s edition.                 Photo by Miriam Quin
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating them as special individuals. Our practice 
puts patients fi rst, providing a positive experience through personalized care to make each consultation 
and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard ofv excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx 
Plastic Surgery provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest standards and surgical techniques as they 
believe that the best plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and experience. We 
know that you have placed a great deal of confi dence in us to provide a positive surgical experience and 
the outcome you desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, and expectation and 
motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certifi ed Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 

2425 Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY  10469

Phone: 718-405-7500
www.bronxplasticsurgery.com

BREAST
AUGMENTATION
Including Implants,
Facility Fee and Anesthesia.

$5,800

BOTOX
$10.00TUCK

Including Facility Fee 
and Anesthesia.

$6,100
Per Unit
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 Experience the Milea difference.

MileaBuickGMC.com
 Experience the Milea difference.

MileaBuickGMC.com

Last of
the ‘16s

Deals that will Clear our lot!

LAST CHANCE
OFFERS

ANNOUNCING

ON NEW 2016’s

DMV#7070432 • NYC DCA#0927744

3211 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (347) 748-1441 
Service: (347) 515-6565

Milea GMC

New 2016 GMC 

Terrain SLE-1 AWD

(1)Price includes all costs to a consumer except tax, title & DMV fees. Lessee resp for 
excess wear/tear/maint/insur/excess mileage. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr @ 
25¢/mi thereafter. $495 disposition fee due at lease end, unless customer purchases 
vehicle or decides to re-fi nance through GM Financial. Due at signing=$2,016 dwn 
pymt + 595 bank fee + 1st mo pymt + $0 sec dep. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ‘16 Terrain: 
$6,825/$17,440.Offers subj to prime lender approval w/ Tier 1&2, 700+ FICO Score 
approved credit for qual buyers. (2)Not available with special fi nance or lease offers. Take 
delivery by 08/31/16. Residency restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details. Prior 
deals excluded. Cannot combine offers. Pics for illust purp only. Not resp for typos/equip 
errors. See dealer for complete details. Offers expire 08/31/16.

Stk#16365, MSRP: $30070. Auto, 
4 cyl, pwr steer/brks/winds/lks, iPod, 

Bluetooth, Back-up camera. 

$2,016 Due at signing
$1,530 Factory Rebate

$1,500 Lease Conquest (2)

$175Lease for

(1)

per mo
39 mos

DMV#7070432 • NYC DCA#0927744

3211 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (347) 748-1441 
Service: (347) 515-6565

Milea Buick

(1)Price includes all costs to a consumer except tax, title & DMV fees. Lessee resp for 
excess wear/tear/maint/insur/excess mileage. Leases are closed end for 10k mi/yr @ 
25¢/mi thereafter. $495 disposition fee due at lease end, unless customer purchas-
es vehicle or decides to re-fi nance through GM Financial. Due at signing=$2,016 dwn 
pymt + 595 bank fee + 1st mo pymt + $0 sec dep. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ‘16 Encore: 
$5,421/$14,215. Offers subj to prime lender approval w/ Tier 1&2, 700+ FICO Score 
approved credit for qual buyers. (2)Not available with special fi nance or lease offers. Take 
delivery by 08/31/16. Residency restrictions apply. See dealer for complete details. Prior 
deals excluded. Cannot combine offers. Pics for illust purp only. Not resp for typos/equip 
errors. See dealer for complete details. Offers expire 08/31/16.

New 2016 Buick
Encore FWD 

Stk#16117B, MSRP: $25,385. Auto, 
4 cyl, pwr steer/brks/winds/lks, iPod, 

Bluetooth, Back-up camera. 

$2,016 Due at Signing
$1,840 Factory Rebate

$1,500 Lease Conquest (2)

$139Lease for

(1)

per mo
39 mos

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The 49th Precinct recently 

held an event for a boy who 
lost both of his parents during 
a murder-suicide.

On Thursday, August 18, the 
49th Precinct honored seven-
year-old Tyrone Lowe, Jr. 
with a Disney-themed surprise 
party after losing his mother 
and father over a week’s span 
back in December.

Tyrone arrived at the pre-
cinct in a squad car and was 
greeted by fellow offi cers, com-
munity leaders and Mickey 
Mouse and Minnie Mouse.

Following the warm wel-
come, all in attendance 
stepped inside the precinct for 
the ceremony, which included 
a moment of silence for his 
late parents, Shoshane Rat-
tigan and Tyrone Lowe, Sr., 
and statements by the 49th 
Precinct along with other 
neighborhood advocates who 
showed that they were on Ty-
rone’s side after experiencing 
the two horrendous incidents.

The precinct also allocated 
$5,000 towards Tyrone’s col-
lege scholarship fund, as well 
as announced that they were 
sending him and his aunt 

49th Pct. honors child who lost parents

to Disneyland for an entire 
week. 

The money was raised by 
local donations through social 
media.

“The 49th Precinct worked 
extremely hard to put this 
event together - and with it, we 
wanted to create a brand new 
life start for Tyrone,” said cap-
tain Keith Walton, command-
ing offi cer for the 49th Pre-

cinct.
“Tyrone is a bright kid - 

and there was nothing better 
at this event than seeing him 
happy,” said community af-
fairs offi cer David Lepore. “We 
(the 49th Precinct) decided to 
provide him and his aunt with 
the opportunity to go to Dis-
ney World. This is only a step-
ping stone for what we hope to 
do for him and other kids who  

face similar situations in the 
future.”

John Marano, a neighbor-
hood advocate and former 
NYPD offi cer who aided trou-
bled youth in Harlem by tak-
ing them to New York Yankee 
games and other festivities 
said, “Tyrone will remem-
ber all of the assistance he re-
ceived from the 49th Precinct, 
and that will help him make 

the right choices in life despite 
what has happened to him.”

“You have godmothers and 
godfathers here at the 49th 
Precinct for the rest of your 
life - we all love you, Tyrone,” 
said Tony Vitaliano, chair-
man of Community Board 11.

When asked about what 
he was looking forward to the 
most when he goes to Disney-
land, Tyrone replied that he 
was most excited to go on the 
slides, the rides, and interact 
with the Disney characters. 
He also said he was looking 
forward to singing Disney 
songs on his trip.

On the morning of Tues-
day, December 1, the precinct 
responded to the shooting of 
Rattigan (Tyrone’s mom) at 
1570 Bogart Avenue, who was 
pronounced dead when EMS 
arrived at the scene. 

A week later, after being 
identifi ed as a suspect, Lowe, 
Sr. was found dead inside his 
2006 Honda Odyssey in the vi-
cinity of Hollers Avenue and 
Hutchinson River Parkway. 

He died from a self-infl icted 
gunshot wound to the head. A 
handgun was found next to his 
body.

(l-r) NYPD Chaplain Unit Fr. Anastasiou, Bronx Borough Commander chief Larry Nikunen and captain Walton 
presented Tyrone Lowe a $5,000 check to put towards his college scholarship fund. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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 Built on the Strength of Experience.

MileaSubaru.com

Milea Subaru 3201 E Tremont Ave  Bronx, NY, 10461
Sales: (888) 698-0525 • Service: (888) 698-6070 • Parts (888) 698-5489

Six 2016 IIHS Top Safety Pick+ with Optional EyeSight

Price incl all costs to a consumer except tax, title & DMV fees. †Low APR up to 72 mos: Impreza = 1.49%; Crosstrek = 1.90%; Outback = 48 mos at 0% for 
qualified buyers. Offers subj to prim lender approval with Tier 1+2, 700+ FICO Score approved credit for qual buyers. Prior deals excluded. Cannot combine offers. 
Pics for illust purp only. Not resp for typos/equip errors. See dealer for details. Offers expire 08/31/16. DMV#7117764 • NYC DCA#0927744

Come in and See What is New!

New 2016 Subaru

Impreza
Sport GLH-11

AWD

New 2016 Subaru

Crosstrek
AWD

New 2016 Subaru

Outback
AWD

STK#84755, VIN#G9303401, 
Manual Trans, 5 DR, 4 cyl, 
am/fm/cd, pwr/brks/winds/lks, 
tilt, cruise, alloys, Bluetooth, 
back up camera. MSRP: $22,057.

STK#8486, VIN#GG316598, 
Man Trans, 4 cyl, am/fm/cd, 
pwr/brks/winds/lks, tilt, cruise, 
Bluetooth, back up camera. 
MSRP: $22,606.

STK#8414, VIN#G3334944, 
Auto, 4 cyl, am/fm/cd, 
pwr/brks/winds/lks, tilt, cruise, 
Bluetooth, back up camera. 
MSRP: $29,002.

$20,429Buy for

$21,499Buy for

$26,901Buy for

Finance 
up to 72 mos†

Finance 
up to 72 mos†

0% APR†

up to 48 mos

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Jacobi Medical Center and North 

Central Bronx Hospital have new lead-
ership.

As part of a NYC Health + Hospitals 
restructuring, both of the public hospi-
tals have new CEOs: Maureen Pode at 
NCBH and William Foley at Jacobi. 

The North Bronx Health Network, 
which was a structure of the previous 
administration, is being phased out 
due to the Affordable Care Act, said 
Pode. 

Originally both NCBH and Jacobi 
had the same leader. Now all NYC 
Health + Hospitals trauma centers 
will have their own CEOs, according 
to offi cials. 

The changes are primary on the ad-
ministrative level, said Pode. 

Pode rose through the ranks as a 
front line nurse at several hospitals, 
eventually rising to Deputy Chief Fi-
nancial Offi cer within NYC Health + 
Hospitals. 

She assumed her current role on 
Monday, August 15. 

“It is an honor and it is very hum-
bling as well,” she said about being se-
lected as the CEO after serving as the 
acting CEO for months. 

Pode’s been a nurse for more than 
30 years, and said she has had a very 
exciting career with mentors that have 
helped her move up the ladder. 

“My experience as a registered 

CEOs named for Jacobi, North Central hospitals 

nurse gives me a unique perspec-
tive because I can relate directly one-
on-one with the physicians and the 
nursing staff: knowing fi rst hand the 
complexity of patient care” she said, 
adding that experience “really does 
provide the framework and ground de-
cision making.

Each decision has to be made with 
the patient in mind, said Pode. 

Her background in providing care 
has helped her build strong partner-
ships with physicians and nurses, she 
said. 

Pode believes that the NCBH staff 
is the most valuable asset of the hospi-
tal, and that she believes it is very im-
portant to have a workforce engaged 
in their mission.  

NCBH has capacity for growth, 

with shorter emergency room wait 
times, generally speaking, than many 
Heath + Hospitals facilities, said a hos-
pital spokesman. 

The hospital is known for behav-
ioral health, labor and delivery and 
women’s healthcare, said the  spokes-
man, and it has a connection to a com-
munity to which it serves as a ‘safety-
net’ healthcare provider. 

“I think that you have seen over the 
years that the community really sup-
ports NCBH,” said Pode, adding that 
they were a vocal partner in bringing 
back the hospital’s labor and delivery 
units.  

She added: “We really encourage 
the community to come to NCBH and 
take advantage of all that we have to 
offer.” 

Foley will move into his post at Ja-
cobi on Monday, September 12. 

Foley has worked at the executive 
level at hospitals across the country, 
including at Arrowhead Regional Med-
ical Center in San Bernardino, CA and 
at Cook County Health and Hospitals 
System in Chicago. 

“I truly understand and appreciate 
the important role of public hospitals 
and I’m very confi dent I will contrib-
ute greatly to the continued success 
of Jacobi,” said Foley in a statement, 
basing his assertion on his experience 
leading public hospitals, health sys-
tems and academic medical centers.

William Foley will begin working at Jacobi 
Medical Center as its CEO in mid-September. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC Health + Hospitals

Maureen Pode, who began her career as and 
remains a RN, is North Central Bronx Hospi-
tal’s CE).. Photo courtesy of NYC Health + Hospitals
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www.bmcc.cuny.edu/applyBorough of Manhattan Community College 
Start Here. Go Anywhere. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A top rate Nike sneaker collector is 

bringing delight to a growing number 
of fans. 

Soundview Houses native Terrel 
Marcus has gained a large social media 
following for his custom designs of Ni-
kes using a product called Nike iD, and 
for a large sneaker collection estimated 
to be over 300 pairs. 

Marcus will be participating in the 
Solexchange National Sneaker Conven-
tion at the Meadowlands Exposition 
Center on Saturday, August 27 and Sun-
day, August 28.

“I never took the time out to count, 
but it is more about quality over quan-
tity for me,” said Marcus of his col-
lection in an interview with sneaker-
watch.com. 

Soundview native showcases popular sneaker collector
He told the Bronx Times that he has 

a special affi nity for Air Jordan mod-
els and for designing his own custom 
sneakers based on the Nike’s Kyrie Ir-
ving basketball shoes. 

Marcus’ appreciation for Nike sneak-
ers goes back to his youth when he was 
growing up in Soundview. 

One of his siblings also played a role 
in sparking his interest, said Marcus. 
His older brother was especially inter-
ested in Air Jordan sneakers. 

“A lot of people when we were grow-
ing up would wear Nike sneakers on 
and off the court,” Marcus said, add-
ing that he believes that today Kyrie Ir-
ving’s sneakers are an example of this 
kind of sneaker wearing, working well 
either in motion or not.

Marcus now sees himself as an am-
bassador for Nike products, he said, and 
he enjoys adding his own color and tex-
ture schemes to their products using 
Nike iD, as well as participating in com-
pany design contests. 

His social media following is grow-
ing, and he can be found on Instagram 
at ‘tmarkgotkickss,’ he said. 

According to Marcus, his connois-
seurship of Kylie Irving sneakers even 
brought a follow on Instagram from the 
basketball star himself. 

“He has a lot of fans, and a lot of peo-
ple like his shoes,” said Marcus of Ir-
ving, explaining that he believes that 
having an athlete’s name on a sneaker 

Professional basketball player Kyrie Irving withy sneaker collector and designer Terrel Mar-
cus.  Marcus met Irving after showcasing variations of his popular Nike sneaker line. 
 Photos courtesy of Terrel Marcus

is another way for fans to connect with 
their favorite sports stars. 

He said that he is such a big booster 
of the Cleveland Caviler’s star’s sneaker 
label that several of his collection fans 
have told him that his designs on the 
Kyrie 2 model are the reason that they 
wear the sneaker. 

“I got a lot of compliments, especially 
on social media,” he said, adding “If I 
wear a pair, people will stop and ask me 
about them.” 

The Solexchange National Sneaker 

Convention, this weekend, will feature 
a total of 25,000 rare pairs of sneakers 
that will be showcased at the conven-
tion or be up for sale and trade, accord-
ing to event promoters. 

In addition to the rare sneakers, 
NBA Slam Dunk legend Spud Webb is 
scheduled to appear on Saturday, Au-
gust 27 from 2 to 3 p.m. 

For more information about the con-
vention, and to purchase tickets, visit 
www.thesolexchange.com.

Terrel Marcus is a sneaker collector who has 
a very large following on social media.
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$1 BILLION RECOVERED FOR CLIENTS*

  800-580-0050

, 

$5,000,000 $6,000,000 $16,000,000
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Mail: Bronx Times
3604 E. Tremont Ave., 

Bronx, NY 10465
To Subscribe:

(718) 260-4595
General Phone:
(718) 260-4595

General Fax:
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 260-4597

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 260-4597
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 260-4593

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) 
is published weekly by Bronx Times 
Reporter, Inc., a subsidiary of  News 
Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. 
Copyright © 2016. Periodicals  postage 
rate is being paid at the Bronx, N.Y. 
Post Offi ce. Subscriptions $15.00 per 
year. Postmaster, Send address changes 
to Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 East 
Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465. 
ISSN #8750-4499.

Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

3590 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx NY 10465
718-792-9258
Monday-Friday 8am – 9pm
Saturday –Sunday 8am-6pm

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM 
THIS SEASON’S FLU.

VISIT OUR PHARMACY NOW
TO RECEIVE YOUR

FLU VACCINATION.

At RITE AID, we value our customers and with us it’s always personal!

Speak to any one of our certifi ed pharmacists and learn more about 
KEEPING YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY.

We accept most insurances including:

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Learn to play the songs you 
love. Just Nuts Music offers a 
wide range of music lessons, 
guitar, piano, drums, violin, 
sax, vocals and much more.

Learn how to use sound 
equipment. Pro Tool record-
ing also available. 

For more information call 

Just Nust Music 
School registration

Vic at (646) 261-0170; Mark at 
(646) 331-9707; or Al at (917) 
833-3374.

Music is for all ages. Group 
and private sessions avail-
able. 

The school is open six days 
a week, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.. Call 
to reserve time.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx Times Reporter 

will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Birthday announce-

ments

Gale Zeller and her fam-

ily sent in the following birth-
day announcements: 

•Dear Gale, I hope you have 
a healthy and happy birthday 
and many more - happy 62nd 
Birthday - Love you sister, 
Tammy. 

•Dear Mom, Have a healthy 
and happy 90th birthday and 
many more. - Love, Gale. 

Happy 83rd Birthday 

Mom and Grandma 

On Saturday, August 20, 
we wish a happy birthday to 
mom and grandma Marie 

Driscola. We love you so much 
and wish you a happy and 
healthy year ahead! God Bless 
you today and always. 

Birth Announcements

A local hospital has sent 

Around Town the following 
birth announcements: 

•Adam Aba was born to 
parents John and Alicia 

Aba on Thursday, July 21. He 
weighed seven pounds and 
four ounces.

•Reas Mouchia was born 
on Saturday, August 20. He 
weighed seven pounds and six 
ounces. 

Nicholas Soli with his grandma Marie Driscola

ARE YOU A PARTICIPANT IN THE 
BLACKROCK RETIREMENT SAVINGS PLAN?

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING 

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC is inves� ga� ng BlackRock’s management of 
its 401K plan.

If you worked for BlackRock and have or had a re� rement account through 
BlackRock and wish to learn more about our inves� ga� on, please contact 
a� orney Michelle Yau.

202-408-4600
Email: myau@cohenmilstein.com

ALL INQUIRIES ARE CONFIDENTIAL

COHEN MILSTEIN SELLERS & TOLL PLLC • 1100 NEW YORK AVE NW, FIFTH FLOOR, WASHINGTON, DC 20005 • WWW.COHENMILSTEIN.COM
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Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find 
out what to do to prepare for hurricanes in NYC. 
#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 26-SEPTEMBER 1, 201610    BTR

Apply
Now!

NYSCAS

Your path to success starts at NYSCAS. Choose from more than 45 associate’s 
and bachelor’s degree programs at seven convenient locations throughout the metro area. 

Think college, think NYSCAS. A division of Touro College. 

Christie L.
A.A. | NYSCAS ’16

Aspiring political 
news correspondent

←

855.21.TOURO (855.218.6876)    

@nyscas | nyscas.touro.edu

 

Touro is an equal opportunity institution. For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit: www.touro.edu

CHOOSE FROM CAREER-FOCUSED MAJORS INCLUDING:

41 Precinct
Wednesday, August 17, 9:50 p.m. -- A dis-

pute inside a gym at 1030 Southern Boulevard 
escalated into gun violence. A Hispanic man with 
black hair in braids got into a verbal dispute with 
two victims, a 24-year-old and a 28-year-old. 
The fight escalated outside where the suspect 
pulled a firearm and shot at the victims, hitting 
the 24-year-old in his foot and the 28-year-old 
in his shoulder. The suspect fled southbound on 
Southern Boulevard. The victims were taken to 
St. Barnabas Hospital, in stable condition. 

44 Precinct 
Wednesday, August 3, 7:05 a.m. -- A robbery 

occurred inside an apartment building near Walton Av-
enue and East 167th Street. A 50-year-old man was 
approached from behind, knocked floor and had a key 
card taken from his wallet. The suspect is described 
as a black man, about 6 feet tall and 200 pounds. He 
was last seen wearing a black hooded sweater and 
dark colored jeans.

Wednesday, August 17, 9:19 a.m. -- Cops 
responded to 1375 College Avenue where they 
found a 17-year-old man with a gunshot wound 
to the chest and another victim who was shot in 
the stomach. One of the victims ultimately died. 

43 Precinct 
Saturday, August 6, 9:00 p.m. -- Cops 

responded to a call at Watson and Boynton av-
enues. Officers discovered an 86-year-old man 
with trauma to his body and head. He was taken 
to St. Barnabas Hospital where he succumbed 
to his injuries on Friday, August 12. The driver of 
a 2005 Dodge Caravan was traveling westbound 
on Watson Avenue when he struck the pedestri-
an who was walking southbound on Watson Av-
enue and was crossing Boynton Avenue.

48 Precinct 
Wednesday, August 17, 6:55 p.m.  -- An 

off-duty police officer was the victim of a rob-
bery. He was approached in front of 1855 Col-
lege Avenue. An unidentified man approached 
the 53-year-old officer from behind and tried to 
forcibly remove several necklaces he was wear-
ing. One of them was actually removed. During 
the struggle that ensued, the victim discharged 
one round from his service weapon. The sus-
pect is described as a black man in his mid-20s, 
six feet tall and weighting about 190 pounds. He 
had back hair and brown eyes. He was wearing 
a black T-shirt, blue jeans and black sneakers. 

BY PAUL SCHINDLER 
A man charged in the Friday, Au-

gust 19 strangulation murder of his 
boyfriend in the Bronx took to Face-
book in the immediate aftermath of 
the violence with a series of posts that 
amounted to a cryptic confession of 
sorts.

“Forgive me father,” Marcus Bel-
lamy, a 32-year-old Broadway dancer, 
wrote at 3:57 p.m. that afternoon, just 
moments after he allegedly killed 
Bernardo Almonte, Jr., 27, whom the 
Daily News reported Bellamy told po-
lice was his boyfriend.

That post was followed in rapid 
succession by the following posts:

Broadway dancer charged in boyfriend’s murder

“For god so lived the world that he 
gave his only son.”

“Lucifer.”
“I am god. I give life and can take it 

away. So let it be. #therapture”
“Forgive me. I did it because I 

love you. I love you all. I loved him 
also. He told me love and hate are the 
same emotion. Forgive me. I know not 
what I do. I did it for love. For god. On 
high.”

The criminal complaint, which 
charges Bellamy with murder in the 
second degree and manslaughter in 
the fi rst degree at 104 W. 174th Street 

in Morris Heights, puts the time of the 
killing at approximately 4 p.m.

The Daily News reported that af-
ter the killing, Bellamy left the apart-
ment and told a neighbor that he had 
just slain Almonte.

As of Tuesday, August 23, the 
Bronx district attorney’s offi ce had 
not yet indicted Bellamy.

Florida-born Bellamy was a back-
up dancer in the Broadway produc-
tion of ‘Spider-Man, Turn Off the 
Darkness,’ and was in the ensemble 
of the 2006 production of ‘Tarzan.’ He 
also danced in the NBC show ‘Smash,’ 

BERNARDO ALMONTE, JR., MARCUS BELLAMY

and the fi lms ‘Across the Universe’ 
and ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream.’

In the early morning of August 19, 
between 12 and 15 hours before the 
killing, Bellamy also made a series 
of bizarre and also cryptic Facebook 
posts.

At 12:43 a.m., he wrote, “About a 
month ago.. God sent a thought to 
me. The thought continued to reoc-
cure [sic] in my mind … So. Now.. I 
am … Asking god .. To let me know. If 
it’s true.. God said to me not to worry 
about Donald Drumpf being elected 
into presidency.. Because he will pass 
away before the voting happens. He 
will pass away from an illness that no 
amount of money or medication will 
be able to save him from. That’s what 
god said to me.. If it will happen.. I 
don’t know. God”

About three hours later, he wrote, 
“I don’t need to do anything. All I 
need to do is be. God will work out all 
the details. #relax#earthquake”

And then, at 4:12 a.m., he wrote, 
“Trust me. This is just the beginning. 
Of a whole new world.”

In a written statement, Beverly 
Tillery, executive director of the New 
York City Anti-Violence Project, said, 
“We are deeply saddened by the homi-
cide of Bernardo Almonte, and send 
our condolences to his friends and 
loved ones.”

Forgive me. I did it 
because I love you. I love 
you all. I loved him also. 
He told me love and hate 

are the same emotion. 
Forgive me. I know not 
what I do. I did it for 

love. For god. On high.
Marcus Bellamy
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Good luck
to A-Rod

Will parrots
be displaced?

Dear editor,

I would like to thank 

Dear editor,
In the July 22-26 edition, 

an article stated that Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. has 
allocated funds to improve the 
lighting on the Throgs Neck 
Little League Field.   

My main concern is what 
will become of the beautiful 

parrots who built their nests 
in these lights, as can be dis-
cerned in your photo?

Marjorie O’Neil

Nothing to lose
Dear editor,
Councilman James Vacca 

has a good idea to make a one 
lane with a left turn lane and a 
bike lane too on East Tremont 
Avenue.

It works well on a strip on 
Allerton Avenue. I use it all 
the time. I hope they try it 
soon. Nothing to loose by try-
ing a new idea.

Peter Bieniewicz

sports columnist Sean Con-
nolly for his article regard-
ing Alex Rodriquez. 

Though he was a contro-
versial player he certainly 
wasn’t the only athlete to 
visit GNC! 

Love him or hate him he 
did contribute to our New 
York Yankees and we should 
wish him well in his future 
endeavors.

Tom Hansen, fan
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• FREE food samples throughout the store!

• Save even more with Grand Opening specials!

• Earn extra discounts on your 

groceries with the Food Bazaar 

Rewards App. It’s free!!!  

Download the app today 

and get 10,000 bonus points!

• Mountainous displays of the largest selection  

of international foods — at the best prices!

• The best fresh meat, seafood, fruits and vegetables!

• proud to donate OVER 20 TONS of food  

to local charities

Store Ribbon  Cutting in The BronxStore Ribbon  Cutting in The Bronx

✰ 445 E 163rd St. 
Bronx, NY 10451
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Join us!

This Thursday,              September 1, at 10 a.m.

Enter-to-win
*

The first 1,000 customers 

receive a free gifT!

*See store for details. 

BRINGING YOU THE FLAVORS OF HOME

www.foodbazaar.com
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST SKIN PEEL TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

AUGUST EXTRAVAGANZA!

BEFORE AFTER

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 
Get ready for 
the Summer!

TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

INTRODUCING OUR NEW SKIN PEEL TREATMENT BY SKIN MEDICA

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents at the Woodmansten 

building, 1541-51 Williamsbridge 
Road, are continuing their battle with 
real estate mogul Mark Scharfman.

On Monday, August 22, residents 
presented their complaints to Sena-
tor Jeff Klein’s offi ce as his represen-
tatives went door to door in the build-
ing.

Tenants have been upset by recent 
intrusive repairs and subpar apart-
ment conditions for which they blame 
the landlord.

Resident Ann Ryan met with the 
representatives.

Ryan called Scharfman “a crimi-
nal” and said she can’t understand 
how he keeps getting away with his 
crimes. 

The landlord received a violation 
earlier this summer after Scharfman 
allegedly lied on a NYC Department of 
Buildings application for repairs - in-
cluding electrical and plumbing work 
- to apartments in the building.

On the application, it stated that the 
125-unit building was neither rent sta-
bilized or rent controlled. 

In addition, it stated there was no 
one living in the apartments.

Despite DOB’s violation, work con-
tinued. 

According to tenants association 
leader Paulette Sorg, after the viola-
tion was issued the landlord fi led a 
corrected application. 

Regardless, some residents don’t 
trust the workers the landlord sends.

Prior to starting work in the build-
ing, Scharfman’s employees told resi-
dents they must be home to let workers 
complete the work.

In addition, residents have been 
threatened with lawsuits if they choose 
not to let workers in their apartment.

Ryan and Sorg are among some of 
the residents who, nevertheless, have 
chosen not to let the workers into their 
apartment.

“Let them take me to court,” said 

Tenants continue fi ght with 
Woodmansten landlord

Sorg.
Some residents are not as bold, but 

are still upset with the shoddy work 
that has been done.

One couple, who chose not to give 
their name, have a toddler at home 
who was present while some of the 
plumbing work was done.

They said the dust from the work 
was dangerous for their daughter.

They had a representative from the 
city’s health department inspect their 
home.

In addition to issues with recent 
repairs, Sorg - a resident of the build-
ing for more than 70 years - said there 
are other long standing issues with the 
building.

For example, Shavonne Miller, a 
teacher in Brooklyn, said the elevator 
continues to be a problem in the build-
ing.

According to Miller, at times a res-
ident will leave the building with a 
working elevator, go shopping, then be 
forced to carry their groceries up the 
stairs since the elevator has stopped 
functioning.

In addition, she said when the el-
evator breaks down residents leave 
their trash near the elevator until it 
works again. 

Sometimes, she said, the trash sits 
in the hallways  for days.

She added the building’s condi-
tions have caused some to move and 
fi ve apartments have been vacated on 
her fl oor in the three years she’s been 
a resident.

Representatives from Klein’s offi ce 
say they will return for one more visit 
to canvas apartments then will call a 
tenant meeting later this year.

Klein has already pushed for an in-
vestigation by the NYC Housing Pres-
ervation and Development department 
into the building.

“I am committed to ensuring that 
these tenants live in dignity and in the 
peace that they deserve,” said Klein.

A hole under the sink was left by plumbers in one of the Woodmansten apartments 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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New York State Senator Jeff Klein &
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce 

The Jewish Board of Family 
& Children Services

Invite You to the

*Over 100 positions are available! Positions include: Case 
Associates, Offi ce Managers, Social Workers, Care Coordinators, 
Registered Nurses, MST Therapists, Clinical Coordinators, Direct 

Support Professionals, Case Assistants, Social Worker Supervisors, 
& Vocational Work Specialists.

RSVP required for this event so that we can schedule your interview.  
Please bring copies of your resume. Please contact Senator Klein’s 

offi ce at (718) 822-2049 or email BronxHIRE@gmail.com.

Wednesday, September 7th from 4:30PM - 7:30PM

 The Hutchinson Metro Center

1200 Waters Place - Conference Center, Bronx, NY 10461

*Registration Required to arrange your interview!

INTERVIEW FAIR
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By Stuart Appelbaum, President, 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union,
RWDSU, UFCW

Car wash workers in New York City – or
“carwasheros,” as they call themselves –
have made great strides since their

campaign to unionize began in 2012. Hundreds of
carwasheros at 10 car washes have won the dignity
and respect that comes with union membership.

Union contracts have given carwasheros – for the first time –
paid time off, the ability to return to their home countries for
visits and have their jobs protected, and guaranteed wage and
benefit improvements. 

But throughout New York State, the so-called “tip credit”
threatens to continue to undermine progress that workers are
making in the car wash industry.

The tip credit is a part of New York State minimum wage law
that allows industry operators to pay car wash workers a
different, lower minimum wage. In theory, workers’ tips are
supposed to make up the difference, and possibly more. And, if
workers’ tips don’t raise the level of pay to at least the minimum
wage, car wash employers are supposed to make up the
difference in additional hourly wages.

In actual practice, it’s a flawed system that enables wage
theft and contributes to systemic underpayment of car wash
workers – exactly what the car wash unionizing campaign and
carwasheros have been fighting against. Investigations have
shown that employers don’t always make up the extra pay for
workers when tips are short, and carwasheros don’t always
receive the tips customers presume they are getting. We
shouldn’t be giving unscrupulous employers additional
incentives to underpay their workers.

Earlier this summer, workers at one Queens car wash won a
$130,000 settlement against an owner who was paying below
minimum wage, withholding overtime pay, and committing
other wage and hour violations. And that’s just the latest
settlement of many, including one that saw a New York carwash
operator pay almost $4 million in 2014. Wage theft is still
rampant in the industry, and the tip credit helps create an
environment where it happens. 

The Cuomo Administration has done a good job prosecuting
wage theft, and helping win justice for workers across New York.
But we need to do more. We call upon the Governor and the
state legislature to eliminate the car wash tip credit, and bring
the base pay for all car wash workers in New York up to the
minimum wage. 

It’s an important move that will show 
New York’s commitment to fighting for worker
rights, and protect worker pay. 

Our Perspective
Eliminate Tip 
Credit for Car 
Wash Workers

www.rwdsu.org

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents at 520 E. 156th Street are 

seeing the results of the NYC Housing 
Authority’s Permanent Affordability 
Commitment Together, or PACT, pro-
gram.

It is based on President Obama’s 
Rental Assistance Demonstration pro-
gram.

The program is a way for NYCHA 
to make improvements to public hous-
ing and obtain funding for those im-
provements.

One portion of the PACT program 
is partnering with private companies 
to renovate Section 8 housing.

At the property known as the 
Bronxchester Houses, NYCHA part-
nered with L+M Development.

NYCHA chairwoman Shola Ola-
toye said these types of partnerships 
provide funding and resources to the 
department that they would otherwise 
not have.

At this particular building, up-
grades are noticeable as soon as resi-
dents step into the building.

The walls no longer have a yellow 
cinderblock look. 

Instead, they  look tiled with brush-
strokes of gray and white paint.

In addition, pipes in the hall-
ways are no longer green but are now 
painted white.

In the apartments, residents now 
have central air. In addition they have 
energy effi cient stoves and new cup-
boards.

In the bathrooms there have also 
been upgrades to the showers and 
sinks.

Olatoye said some of the build-
ings in the program have not been up-
graded for more than 30 years.

Patricia Lamonde, tenant associa-
tion leader and 33-year resident of the 
Bronxchester houses echoed Olatoye’s 

sentiments.
She emphasized the word ‘years’ 

when asked how long residents had 
been waiting for repairs.

Lamonde also beamed at Bronx-
chester’s new outdoor facilities, saying 
the neighbors in the apartments next 
door are now trying to get over to her 
building to use those facilties.

Previously in the back of the 
building, there was mainly cracked 
concrete slabs. In addition there was 
only one slide for the kids to play 
on.

Now, there is a green space in the 
center of the new facilities. Also, there 
are new swings and a basketball court 
with bleachers.

Lisa Gomez, chief operating offi cer 
at L+M Development, said she knows 
that at times it can be a scary situation 
for residents when they hear a new de-
veloper and new management is com-
ing to their building.

She said ‘it is natural’ for them to be 
anxious about change. 

However, the company is ‘proud’ 
when they see families enjoying the 
new facilities such as the renovated 
courtyard and community garden.

Gomez also said she had met some 
of the residents who were skeptical of 
the plan.

She said now those residents are 
“extremely supportive” and pleased 
with the fi nished product.

Gomez, like Olatoye, believes the 
Bronxchester renovations are a pic-
ture of what a public/private partner-
ship can achieve.

NYCHA is hoping to upgrade 5,200 
units across the Bronx, Manhattan 
and Brooklyn within the next three to 
four years.

Currently, NYCHA is working to 
upgrade 1,400 units at the Ocean Bay 
Apartments in Averne.

Bronxchester Houses see 
results from PACT program

New basketball court at Bronxchester Houses - 520 E. 156th Street 
 Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in 
AgeWell New York depends on contract renewal. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare 
Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
H4922_AWNY_4002_AS16_FILE & USE 04152016

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044 
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Contact us for eligibility and enrollment.

info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

Our high quality and affordable Medicare Advantage and Long Term Care plan options include:

Medicare Advantage Plans  Designed to meet the needs of  
individuals with Medicare and those with both Medicare and Medicaid. 
We have a variety of plan options and a large network of quality doctors 
and providers in the communities where you live.

Managed Long Term Care Plans  Health and long term care services at  
home or in the community for those who are chronically ill or disabled.

Seriously, choosing a  
health plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The mysterious source of 

pollution emptying into Van 
Cortlandt Park brook has ad-
vocates for the park searching 
for answers. 

The Friends of Van Cor-
tlandt Park reported to the 
NYS Department of Environ-
mental Conservation what 
they believe to be an ‘illicit 
discharge’ of fecal bacteria 
into Tibbetts Brook from a 
pipe just north of the park in 
Westchester County. 

As part of their ongoing 
weekly testing of the water 
quality in the brook, which 
runs from Yonkers and pools 
in Van Cortlandt Lake, FVCP 
personnel said they have 
found very high levels of fe-
cal coliform, bacteria found 
in the stomachs of mammals, 
just downstream from the 
pipe. 

The levels are well above 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency standards, ac-
cording to their tests. 

They have also observed 
a detergent-like, green-blue  
substance being discharged 
through the pipe. 

The four-foot pipe is less 

FVCP worry about Tibbetts Brook’s water pollutants
than a mile from the park, 
said John Butler, FVCP eco-
logical project manager, just 
off the South County Trail 
for biking and walking, near 
Lawton Street in Yonkers. 

A DEC spokeswoman 
stated that they are “working 
with the City of Yonkers to in-
vestigate this discharge and 
develop a plan of action to ad-
dress the situation.” 

A NYC Parks Depart-
ment spokesman said that the 
agency is currently investi-
gating the pipe’s origination 
point

“We are grateful to Friends 
of Van Cortlandt Park for their 
continued work in helping us 
to care for one of the Bronx’s 
largest and most beloved 
parks,” stated the spokesman. 

Christina Taylor, FVCP 
president, said that eating fi sh 
caught in the park is prohib-
ited, but that has not lessened 
concern about the water qual-
ity. 

“It is a concern for the 
health of an ecosystem,” said 
Taylor, adding that Van Cort-
landt Lake is an impaired wet-
land that is not meeting the 
standards it should.  

She said that FVCP is try-
ing to draw attention to the sit-
uation as part of an overall ef-
fort to raise water quality.

Other discharges are also 
affecting the water quality, 
said Taylor. 

Among these are possible 
runoff of fertilizer used at an 
upstream golf course, run-
off from the expressways and 
parkways, and what could 
be additional seepage of pol-
lutants near Broadway, said 
FVCP staff. 

FVCP has been continu-
ously monitoring the water 
in the park on a weekly basis 
since December 2015. 

“Tibbetts Brook is one of 
the last above ground streams 
in the city,” said John Butler, 
adding that one of the reasons 
ongoing testing is necessary is 
because lake water in the park 
is ‘eutrophic’ in summer. 

This means that water is 
so rich in nutrients that the 
excess plant life deprives ani-
mal life of oxygen, according 
to sources. 

“Our concern is that this 
pipe is pouring bacteria and 
possibly nutrients into the sys-
tem, and it could be one of the 

reasons that our lake is as eu-
trophic as it is – why it has all 

of this algae on it,” said But-
ler.

A yellowish liquid was discharged into Van Cortlandt Park on Tuesday, 
August 9. Photo courtesy of Friends of Van Cortlandt Park
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Duran Auto Inc.

AUTO, 4X4, MOONROOF, LEATHER, 
83,659 MILES, $12,995

2008 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO

AUTO, ALL WHEEL DRIVE,4 CYLINDER, 
95,175 MILES ,$12,995

2008 TOYOTA RAV-4 SPORT

AUTO, 4 CYL, 
88,000 MILES, $6,995

2004 TOYOTA CAMRY LE,

AUTO 4X2, 4 CYLINDER, MOONROOF, 
92,222 MILES , $9,995

2008 MERCURY MARINER

AUTO 4 CYLINDER, 
33,011 MILES, $9,995

2008 HONDA CIVIC LX

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, AUTO 4 CYLINDER, MOON-
ROOF, LEATHER, 96,287 MIKLES, $11,995

2009 NISSAN ROGUE SL

AUTO, 4 CYLINDER,AUTO, MOONROOF, 
LEATHER, 51,189 MILES $13,995

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA LIMITED

AUTO, AWD, 6 CYL, 
98,000 MILES, $14,995.

2007 HONDA PILOT EXL

A/T, DX, 
67842 MILES $7,995

2004 ACCORD

CONVERTIBLE, AUTO, 6 CYLINDER, 
LEATHER, 81,974 MILES, $12,495

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY SOLARA SLS

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, MOONROOF, LEATHER, AUTO,4 
CYLINDER TURBO, 58,834 MILES, $15,495.

2008 SUBARU LEGACY GT LIMITED

A/T, 4 CYL
62,000 MILES, $3,995

2001 NISSAN SENTRA

 ALL CARS ADVERTISED ARE CERTIFIED
 ALL DURAN CERTIFIED VEHICLES CARRY A 1 YEAR OR 15,000 MILE POWERTRAIN WARRANTY!
 FINANCING IS EASY. IF YOU CAN PROVE YOUR INCOME, YOU WILL BE APPROVED!
 DURAN AUTO IS A CARFAX ADVANTAGE DEALER.
 SERVICE AND INSPECTION SHOP ON PREMISES. 

     OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SAT 9AM-3PM

1280 E. Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10460

$200Off Any Used Car Purchase WithThis Coupon!LIMIT ONE PER CAR
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start HcG  
Weight Loss Program

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 

OUR CLEAN START 
PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
SPRING INTO SHAPE FOR THE SUMMER

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The Throggs Neck Merchant As-

sociation’s Summer Restaurant Week 
kicked off Thursday, August 18 at 
Rosy’s Manor Hall on East Tremont 
Avenue. 

Merchant association president Ste-
phen Kaufman said the event, which 
runs from August 19 to September 14, 
is aimed at boosting business in what 
is often seen as a quiet time for neigh-
borhood eateries, and as a way to draw 
attention to what he considered a bur-
geoning dining destination. 

“I think we’re becoming a real res-
taurant row,” Kaufman said. “The res-
taurants are great and we want them 
to develop a relationship where cus-
tomers can dine on great food and not 
have it cost a fortune.”

The association held a restaurant 
week in January, which Kaufman said 
was very successful

“It was brutal outside, but a lot of 
the restaurants did great, they made 
money,” he said.

Yamada Japanese restaurant man-
ager Kelly Chen was one of the mer-
chants serving samples of dishes to 
guests. 

She said the event was a good way 
to bring neighborhood merchants to-
gether and help build community.  

“I hope this gets even better as more 
and more restaurants join,” she said.

Yamada was the fi rst in the area to 
offer sushi in Throggs Neck before it 
caught on in the outer boroughs.

“Before us, a lot of our customers 
would go to Manhattan to eat sushi,” 
she said.  “When we opened they were 
so happy.”

Yamada is offering a special prix 
fi xe deal through September 4: an ap-

Throggs Neck Restaurant 
Week offers cool deals 

petizer, main course and dessert for 
$25. 

In addition to sushi, Yamada also of-
fers a wide variety of Japanese dishes 
like hibachi and teriyaki. 

They recently renovated the restau-
rant to accommodate more customers 
and a full bar, offering a large selec-
tion of sake.

“Sushi and sake go perfect to-
gether,” she said.

Cabo Mexican restaurant general 
manager Rubin Ramos has operated 
the eatery for eight months 

He said publicity from merchant’s 
association events like restaurant 
week go a long way in boosting aware-
ness of neighborhood eateries like his.

“We have good food there, but peo-
ple walk by the restaurant and they 
have no knowledge of our food,” Ra-
mos said. 

Cabo executive chef Fernando 
Avelino will offer up a new three-
course prix fi xe menu special every 
night for restaurant week, in addition 
to the regular menu, Ramos added.

“We have pork chops, we have chur-
rasco skirt steaks, we have salmon a la 
plancha, a lot of stuff - not just tacos 
and burritos.”

Association technology director 
Hussein Nouri said the offi cial poster 
featuring participants would soon be 
all over the neighborhood.

“We’re going to start putting them 
out in all the neighborhoods and put-
ting them in windows,” he said. “We 
advertise on Facebook and so far we 
have over 2,000 people who have signed 
up for our updates.”

For a complete list of participating 
restaurants, go to www.throggsneck-
merchants.com.

Kelly Chen (front, c), Yamada Restaurant owner, and the Throggs Neck Merchants Associa-
tion had a ribbon-cutting ceremony at Rosy’s Manor for Throggs Neck Restaurant Week’s 
grand start. Photo by Miriam Quin
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

IGRT RADIATION THERAPY
RADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY-
IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 26-SEPTEMBER 1, 201622    BTR

Pickup 
& 

Delivery 
Available 

For 
Your 

Convenience!

HERE ARE 11 REASONS 
why you should be coming to Flannery’s for your new kitchen

KITCHENS!
KITCHENS!!
KITCHENS!!!

We Beat Home Depot Prices!

We Sell Only All WOOD Cabinets...No Particle Board or Cardboard!

Fast, FREE Delivery In 1/4 The Time Of The Big Store!

Granite Tops Delivered and Installed In Less Than 1 Week!

Personal One On One Service!

WE Install Everything WE Sell!

No Automated Delivery Lines Or Customer Service Waits!

No Outsourced Installations!

Customize Your Kitchen The Way You Want It!

One Stop Shopping For All Kitchen Needs!

Free Plans and Drawings

Ask About Our Special Senior Citizen Discounts!

Flannery’s
Home Center

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
3395 E Tremont Ave. | Bronx, NY 10461 

Come visit 
our fully stocked 
hardware store 
and showroom!
For fast prompt 

service call Dave at 
914-879-6676

License # 2017358DCA

$500 
OFF

Any Fully 
Renovated 
Kitchens
WITH THIS COUPON
Coupon must be presented 
at the time of sale.
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SE HABLA ESPAÑOL 

3395 E Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10461 

718-792-9060
License# 2017358DCA 

❍ Carpet Cleaning? 
❍ Screen Ripped? 
❍ Leaky Pipe? 
❍ Faulty Electric? 
❍ Need to Change A Lock? 
❍ Window Repair or 
 Installation? 
❍ Glass Repair?  
❍ Door Hanging? 

❍ Ceiling Fan Installation? 
❍ Painting? 
❍ Appliance Installation 
 or Repair? 
❍ Sheetrock or Hole Patch? 
❍ Clean Up or Clean Outs? 
❍ Junk Removed? 
❍ Electrical Work? 
❍ Plumbing?

THE WINDOW & SCREEN EXPERTS!
Keep Out Those
UNWANTED HOUSE GUESTS!

New Window Installation
Window Repair
Larson Screen Doors
Screen Repair
Glass Repair
Prompt, Professional Installation

FREE 
ESTIMATES

$5 OFF
EACH SCREEN 
WITH THIS AD. 
NO LIMIT.

Flannery’s Home Center
718-792-9060 Pickup & Delivery Available 

For Your Convenience!SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Flannery’s
Home Center

Bronx Johnson

A Name You Can Trust   and Much More...

Call Your Neighborhood Handyman at 
Bronx Johnson/Flannery’s Hardware

NO MIDDLEMAN!

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

718-792-9060

COME VISIT OUR 4000 SQUARE FOOT HARDWARE STORE!
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods Herbs Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 08/31/16

ANNIE’S NATURALS ORGANIC
SALAD DRESSING ASSORTED

8 OZ. $2.79
CASCADIAN FARM

ORGANIC CEREALS ASSORTED

8.6 OZ. to
14.6 OZ. $2.99

GOOD HEALTH AVOCADO
OIL POTATO CHIPS ASSORTED

5 OZ. $2.19
 ESSENTIA ALKALINE WATER

1 LITER $1.49
HONEST TEA ORGANIC

BOTTLED ICE TEA ASSORTED

16 OZ. 4/$5.00

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A Waterbury-LaSalle res-

ident who advocated for bet-
ter services for the develop-
mentally disabled will have 
his work immortalized with 
a street co-named in his 
honor. 

NYC Council recently ap-
proved the naming of a por-
tion of Harrington Avenue at 
Mayfl ower Avenue as Alfonse 
Agovino Sr. Way, commemo-
rating the life of a  trailblaz-
ing disability advocate who 
was a long-time volunteer 
board member at the AHRC. 

Councilman James Vacca, 
who initiated the  honor, said 
that Agovino was defending 
the rights of the developmen-
tally disabled community at 
a time when many people did 
not fully understand the con-
dition. 

“He was advocating for 
residents with developmen-
tally disabled people way 
before it was popular,” said 
Vacca, adding that he got to 
know Agovino, who he de-
scribed as a soft-spoken man, 
when the councilman was 
Community Board 10 district 
manager in the 1980s. 

CB 10 street co-named for advocate of the disabled
 “Back then, there was 

desperate need for educa-
tion,” he said.

Agovino’s activism 
stemmed from his daughter, 
Elena, who was born in 1957 
with cerebral palsy and au-
tism, said his daughter Toni 
Agovino. 

At the time, she explained, 
there were few resources for 
parents. 

Al began volunteering 
with AHRC, an organization 
that sought to keep children 
and adults in classroom and 
workshop settings, in 1963. 

Toni Agovino began the 
street co-naming process in 
her father’s honor after he 
passed away in January 2015 
after learning more about all 
the people he helped during 
his life, she said. 

He served as an AHRC 
board member for 25 years, 
from 1977 to 2002, and at host 
of organizations support-
ing the developmentally dis-
abled, she added. 

“Seeing all of his awards 
in the house, I wanted to 
have his name live in perpe-
tuity because he advocated 
for people who cannot help 
themselves: people like my 

sister,” said Toni Agovino, 
adding that the family’s ex-
perience with Elena taught 
them unconditional love and 
was a blessing. 

Her father served as 
AHRC board president from 
1999 to 2001, and Toni Ago-
vino continues to volunteer 
as a board member at AHRC 
today, she said. 

When the fi ght for ser-
vices fi rst began, it was a 
movement, she said. 

“He spoke his mind, 
fought when he believed in 
something and he loved un-
conditionally,” said Toni of 
her father. 

In addition to AHRC, he 
served on the New York State 
Advisory Council on Quality 
Care for the Developmentally 
Disabled, Bronx Developmen-
tal Disabilities Service Offi ce 
Parent Association, Board of 
Visitors Metro NY, and he re-
ceived numerous awards. 

He served in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II and was 
proud of that service, Agovi-
no’s daughter said. 

He was president of the 
Holy Name Society at St. 
Benedict’s Church, where he 
ran blood drives. He was the 

father of six children. 
The street sign unveiling 

is tentatively scheduled for 
Saturday, April 29, 2017.

Al Agovino, seen here on his 90th Birthday, will have a street co-named 
in his honor on Harrington Avenue. 
 Photo courtesy of the Agovino family
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One Year in HeavenOne Year in Heaven

Monica Del VecchioMonica Del Vecchio
August 29, 2015

Anthony, Louise,
Tiffani, Dominique 

& Juliette

Nicole, Ron,
Nicholas 

& Gabriella

Anthony, Louise,
Tiffani, Dominique 

& Juliette

Nicole, Ron,
Nicholas 

& Gabriella

Lasting Love Forever,
Tony
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The Law Offices of 
Welton K. Wisham, ESQ., CPA

Attorney, Counselor at Law & Certified Public Accountant

42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036-7414

Professional Tax Preparation By CPA/ Attorney

IRS Tax Representation/ Audit

Our Lady of Assumption School
Blue Ribbon School
Nationally Recognized School of Excellence

Pre-K 3 and UPK Programs Available

Grades K-8

 

We Honor Our Patroness, Our Lady of Assumption, the Queen of Wisdom, and Through Whom All Graces Flow.

Come and See what OLA has to offer!

Top Graduating Scores 
in MATH & ELA

Highly Rated Pre-K (UPK) 
Program“Blended Learning” 

Grades 5-8

BY ROBERT CHRIST
Easco Boiler Company 1175 

Leggett Avenue, celebrated its 
90th year this month, making 
it one of the oldest black-owned 
businesses in the country.

At a celebration on Tues-
day, August 16, members of the 
community, including clergy 
and elected offi cials, com-
memorated the company’s, 
that moved from Harlem to the 
Bronx in 1974, historic anniver-
sary.

Tyren Eastmond, now pres-
ident of the company, recalls 
stories he heard from his great 
grandfather, Arlington East-
mond, who founded the com-
pany in 1926. The company was 
not incorporated until 1948.

Arlington, who was from 
Barbados, began the company 
at a time when living in the 
United States was not comfort-
able for most African-Ameri-
cans.

However, Tyren said that 
did not affect his great grand-
father. 

He said Arlington had 
come to the country with little 
money and was not going to let 
that stop him.

“He came with the mindset 
he was going to do something,” 

Easco Boilers,  early black-owned business, turns 90

said Tyren.
According to his great 

grandson, Arlington began 
making a name for himself by 
taking boilermaking jobs that 
no one would else wanted.

Tyren recalled a story about 
one job in which a man wanted 
Arlington to build a boiler on a 
hill.

Tyren said his great grand-
father pleaded with the man 
that this was not a good idea. 
However, Arlington did it any-

way.
In addition, said Tyren, his 

great grandfather also worked 
in other diffi cult environ-
ments.

Tyren said these conditions 
would “discourage most and 
somehow my great grandfather 
would go there and say, ‘Don’t 
worry I can do it.’”

Arlington Eastmond Jr, Ty-
ren’s grandfather, also known 
as ‘Leon’, only recently handed 
over the reigns to his 32-year 

old grandson.
Leon said black and Latino 

communities and residents 
of the Bronx “deserve a fair 
chance to work, gain skills and 
reinvest in their community.”

He added elected offi cials 
need to create more opportuni-
ties for Bronx communities.

Tyren echoed his grand-
father’s sentiments and said 
Easco has been “a staple in the 
black community and a model 
for the nation.”At Easco, there 

is an emphasis on investing in 
their workers.

Some of Easco’s employ-
ment practices include starting 
wages of $15 an hour, job tran-
ing for former convicts, and 
a scholarship fund for people 
who can’t support themselves 
while learning a trade.

Tyren said “making a bet-
ter life for the people around 
us” has been a focal point for 
the company.

“How do we provide jobs, 
how do we help the commu-
nity,” are some of the questions 
Tyren said members of the 
company ask themselves.

He said the company is like 
a family.

He recalls that as a kid he 
worked in the  warehouse and 
in the offi ces. 

Tyren said over the years 
while the staff watched him 
grow up he in turn watched the 
company change their lives.

He adds he’s not focused on 
the pressure of running one of 
the oldest black-owned compa-
nies in the United States.

Instead, he is focused on the 
“opportunity to empower peo-
ple” and taking the “focus off 
yourself and putting it on ev-
eryone else.”

Congressman Charles Rangel, Assembly member Michael Blake, and members of the Bronx Clergy Network 
listen to Leon Eastmond refl ect on his career as a family business owner, a position now held by his grandson, 
Tyren Eastmond (at right). Photo Courtesy of Kevin A. Richards
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A public forum was held to empower 

Bronx Muslims to persevere against 
fear and discrimination. 

Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda and 
Mayor de Blasio co-sponsored a pub-
lic safety meeting for the Bronx Mus-
lim community on Monday, August 15 
at M.S. 127’s auditorium on 1560 Purdy 
Street.

NYPD and city offi cials met with 
local Muslims to discuss public safety 
and human rights, reporting discrimi-
natory incidents, provide a directory of 
city services and listen to their input on 
improving services.

Assemblyman Sepulveda, District 
Attorney Darcel Clark and Council-
woman Annabel Palma were keynote 
speakers.

Panelists included Dr. Sarah Say-
eed, Mayor de Blasio’s senior Muslim 
advisor; Sapna Raj from NYC Commis-
sion on Human Rights; sergeant Loner-
gan from NYPD Hate Crimes Unit; in-
spector Fausto Pichardo, 43rd Precinct 
commanding offi cer and Marian Tay-
lor-Martinez, NYC Department of Edu-
cation family leadership coordinator.

The forum was in response to an 
anti-Muslim hate crime that targeted 
Bengali Mujibur Rahman on Friday, 
January 15 by two male teens, ages 14 
and 15, who allegedly shouted ‘ISIS’ 
while pummeling him.

Coincidentally, the meeting came 
two days after a Queens mosque imam, 
Maulama Akonjee, 55, and mosque as-
sistant Thara Uddin, 65, were murdered 
at Liberty Avenue and 79th Street in 
Ozone Park and ten days after 49-year-
old Muhammad Ali Haider was as-
saulted on Westchester Square.

A NYPD spokeswoman said, An-
drews Hernandez, 20, of 28 Metropoli-
tan Oval, allegedly attacked Haider as 
he walked with his girlfriend in front of 
1570 Overing Street on Friday, August 5 

Public forum called to 
empower Bronx Muslims

at 10:38 p.m.
Another man and two women were 

with Hernandez when he punched 
Haider in the face causing him to fall to 
the ground, according to the police re-
port.

Haider was rushed to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center in critical condition with 
multiple facial fractures. 

Haider’s girlfriend was left un-
harmed, however he remains hospital-
ized following surgery.

The 45th Precinct arrested Hernan-
dez on Sunday, August 7 and charged 
him with assault in the second degree.

Hernandez’s companions were not 
charged because the were not aware of 
his intentions.

Hernandez, who had no prior ar-
rests, was intoxicated at the time, so the 
assault was not ruled as a hate crime.

Sepulveda explained most crimes 
against Muslim and Bangladeshi com-
munities go unreported due to language 
barriers and cultural fear of authority.

“People should be able to practice 
their religion without fear of retribu-
tion or persecution,” he expressed.

Dr. Sayeed said the NYPD has in-
creased its outreach with Muslims and 
has stationed patrols outside of mosques 
during services.

Sepulveda said Muslim and Bangla-
deshi residents are interested in creat-
ing a neighborhood patrol similar to 
Morris Park Community Association’s 
Civilian Patrol, to work closely with the 
43rd Precinct.

The forum was co-sponsored by Sep-
ulveda’s offi ce, the Mayor’s Commu-
nity Affairs Unit, NYC Human Rights 
Commission, the Mayor’s Offi ce of Im-
migrant Affairs, 43rd Precinct Com-
munity Council, Bangladeshi Ameri-
can Community Council, Bangladeshi 
American National Democratic Soci-
ety, Peace December/Islamic Leader-
ship School and Sapna NYC.

District Attorney Clark (front, c) gave opening remarks as Elvin Garcia (front, l), Mayor’s 
offi ce South Bronx borough director; (back, l-r) Sarah Sayeed, Ph.D., Mayor’s offi ce senior 
Muslim advisor; Sergeant Lonergan, NYPD Hate Crime Task Force; Inspector Pirchado, 43rd 
Precinct commanding offi cer; Sapna Raj of NYC Human Rights Commission; Marian Taylor-
Martinez, NYC Department of Education family leadership coordinator and others listened 
attentively. Photo by Edwin Soto
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TOO TIRED TO COOK?
YOU RING ... WE BRING ... $10.00 MIN.

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For 

Large Dinner Parties 
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

MON – WED
Sunday & Thursday 

At The Bar - 

Starting At 6pm

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS

20¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS RIB EYE STEAK!

MUSEELS!
STEAKS! 
CHOPS! 
FRESH 
SEAFOOD 
DAILY!

CORONA
BEER 

BUCKETS

FRESH 
CLAMS! 

MUSSELS!

BUY 2 LARGE PIES 
& GET AN ORDER OF 

WINGS FREE
EAT-IN OR TO GO

PIZZA
SPECIAL

We Deliver to The 
Beach Clubs!

Order Your Wings For Any 
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE 

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

HAVE YOUR FANTASY FOOTBALL DRAFT AT BRADY’S

COME WATCH ALL OF THE NFL GAMES WITH OUR DIRECT TV NFL PACKAGE 

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Last year Country Club resident 

Niko Kritikos began a fundraising ef-
fort for the new 45th Precinct Civilian 
Observation Patrol to fi ght petty crime 
in the area, something he knows about 
from fi rst hand experience.

“I was the victim of a drunk hit-and-
run driver,” he recalled. “I didn’t have 
any police backup because all fi ve cars 
on shift were at a shooting in Co-op 
City. So I was holding down a drunk hit 
and run driver for hours, and I thought 
to myself, ‘wow we don’t have enough 
resources even though we’re the big-
gest (Bronx) police precinct.’” 

But Kritikos, who runs a surveil-
lance and security company, said that 
while the 45th Precinct had been sup-
portive of his idea, NYPD brass at 1 
Police Plaza decided against support-
ing any new patrols due to liability 
costs.

“I had to switch gears,” he said. 
“We’re getting our (own) license to be-
come a corporation and we are getting 
our own insurance and getting every-
thing done privately. The only differ-
ence is that we won’t be backed by the 
NYPD, we’re not offi cially trained by 
the NYPD, we don’t get NYPD cards.”

Kritikos said he hoped that after a 

After NYPD rejection, 
planned patrol to go solo

few years the patrol will be respected 
enough to make the NYPD change its 
tune and work with them.

An online fundraising page, www.
gofundme.com/CivilianPatrol has 
been established to collect private do-
nations for the endeavor.

Kritikos said most of the patrol work 
would be overnight, since NYPD Auxil-
iary Police are not allowed to do patrols 
after midnight. 

“That’s when the kids ride around 
on their bikes stealing car rims and 
tires and go into people’s backyards to 
steal bikes and change from people’s 
vehicles. That’s the kind of little crime 
that we are focusing on,” he said.

Kritikos stressed that patrol mem-
bers would not be armed.

“We don’t want our volunteers doing 
anything more than if you see some-
thing say something,” he sad, “We’re 
going to be calling it in (to police) and 
making sure nothing gets violent - I 
don’t want these volunteers in any dan-
ger.”

Kritikos said he received signifi cant 
assistance from John Cerini, an ac-
countant by trade and treasurer of the 
Throggs Neck Merchant Association. 

Cerini said he is completing the 
group’s paperwork at no cost, charging 
them only the $700 501c3 fi ling fee and 
$275 IRS fee. 

“He’s been helping up out with fl iers 
and getting donations and marketing 
and we’ve been using his offi ce space,” 
Kritikos said. “He’s really been doing a 
lot for us.”

Kritikos is hoping to get grant fund-
ing after being incorporated and said 
local elected offi cials have offered to 
help the group identify funding.  

For more information, contact Kri-
tikos at (347) 426-8156 or at totally-
wirednyc@yahoo.com.

Niko Kritikos (l) and Barry Wyman are the coordinators for the 45th Precinct Civilian Patrol.
 Photo courtesy of Niko Kritikos

We don’t want our 
volunteers doing 

anything more than if 
you see something say 

something.
Niko Kritikos
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Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

EARLY BIRD DINNER
Monday–Thursday

4 PM–6 PM

Includes Soup or Salad
 Entree, 

OT/VEG & Dessert

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11 AM–3 PM

Includes Traditional Irish Breakfast 
& Complimentary Mimosa or
 Bloody Mary or Glass of Beer

$1395

$7 BAR LUNCHES
$2 DOMESTIC PINTS

Throggs Neck Clipper
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!

s 
FOOTBALL 

NIGHT SPECIALS

*25 cent Wings (8 fl avors to choose from)
$5 Clam & Shrimp Specials

Including Peel and Eat Shrimp 
$5 Irish Nachos 

(Freanch Freis, Irish Bacon, Scallion & Cheese)
$5 Disco Fries (Mozzarella and Gravy)

* Bucket o’Nips Specials
**Two Drink Minimum for these specials**

FREE
WI-FI

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST
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(l-r) Hip Hop legend Grandmaster Melle Mel; John Denizard; Kelly Phoenix; Anthony Myers; Melissa Libran, Windows of Hip 
Hop founder, Kereem Vargas, Windows of Hip Hop director of health and fi tness. Photo by Miriam Quin

The Bronx’s legendary Artuso Pastry Shop 
provided some of its trademark baked goods 
such as chocolate covered cannolis and 
chocolate cupcakes. Photo by Miriam Quin

Bronxites satisfi ed their hunger by attending a recent charitable food and wine festival. The second annual Eat nYc, the  Bronx Food and Wine Festival, gave Bronxites 
the opportunity to enjoy delicious local gourmet meals and wines while supporting the Food Bank for New York City on Friday, August 12 at the Bronx Zoo’s Dancing 
Crane Pavilion. The spice-of-life festival featured live performances, cooking demos, an awards ceremony and the launch of Eat nYc’s new, ‘The Alchemist’ magazine.

Eat nYc Food & Wine FestivalEat nYc Food & Wine Festival

Carlos Navarro (c) has friends in high places 
after meeting two Athena Entertainment 
stilt walkers. Photo by Miriam Quin

Olga Luz Tirado, Bronx Tourism Council 
executive director, and Angel Hernandez, 
Bronx Historical Society educator and Bronx 
historian, promoted Bronx literature. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Lotus Flame Restaurant owners Jennifer 
Garib (l) and Savitri McCrea (r) were hon-
ored with the prestigious Best Restaurant 
2016 Award by Denizard. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Lloyd’s Carrot Cake’s Martha Sanchez, Alexandria Sanchez and Ja-
net Simpson offered guests samples of their well-known bakery’s deli-
cious carrot cake and other baked goodies. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) The sudden rain didn’t spoil any of the fun for Anthony 
Myers, NYC Deparment of Cultural Affairs Arts program special-
ist; John Denizard, the Alchemist Food and Wine Magazine pub-
lisher and Baron Ambrosia, Culinary Ambassador of the Bronx. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Guests satisfi ed their appetites by sampling a variety of 
haute cuisine and diverse delicacies. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 26-SEPTEMBER 1, 2016 33  BTR

LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
BY RALPH WALDO EMERSON

It’s back to school time again! Parents and guard-
ians are getting their children ready to start the 
school year off on the right foot. Like most parents, 
you probably have a checklist of things you need to 
do or a list of must-have items to purchase before 
your child’s fi rst day of class. 

While we focus on giving our children the tools to 
succeed in the classroom, we often overlook the need 
to educate them on dollars and cents. While liter-
acy—the ability to read and write—is a fundamental 
part of our education, fi nancial literacy is rarely dis-
cussed. Financial literacy helps us make informed 
decisions about saving, investing, and spending our 
money.

There is a connection between health outcomes 
and fi nancial stability. Poor health may lead to 
lowered job performance, joblessness, and a reduc-
tion in or loss of income. Any of these can lead to 
limited access to quality healthcare, heightened 
stress, and chronic health issues like diabetes, 
heart disease, and asthma. Healthfi rst is commit-
ted to strengthening family health and community 
wellness through prevention, effective planning, 
and education.

As parents, we are our children’s fi rst teach-
ers. I encourage you to teach your children practi-
cal money skills. You can use your past fi nancial 
successes or missteps to start the conversation 
with your children. It’s as easy as giving your 
child a piggy bank or taking your teenager to the 
bank to open his or her fi rst savings account. See-
ing their coins grow into a signifi cant balance over 
time will get children excited to save their money. 
These small but signifi cant steps will help teach 
your children how to spend wisely, budget accord-
ingly, save for the future, and build credit. This 
will also help them understand the value of money 
and the importance of fi nancial responsibility and 
accountability.

The foundation for long-term success is built at 
an early age. It’s never too early to share the knowl-
edge that will prepare your child for a bright and em-
powered future!

George Hulse is Vice President of Community En-
gagement at Healthfi rst. For more healthy living tips, 
visit Healthfi rst.org.

The fi rst 
wealth is health

BY TONY SALIMBENE
So I guess was can 

do some reminders:
On Sunday, 

September 11 the 
Throggs Neck com-
munity will host its 
9-11 Annual Memo-
rial at 7 p.m. at the corner or East Tremont by the 
fi rehouse, across from Rino’s Restaurant. 

Friday night, September 16 we have the Na-
tional POW-MIA remembrance, courtesy of TN 
Memorial Post 1456 at Shore Drive.  Thank You.  
Remember.

Sunday, September 18 is the 3rd Sunday which 
means the Korony Post 253 meets at American 
Turners, coffee 10:30 a.m., meeting 11 a.m. sharp, 
cocktails (ok, soda too) at noon.

The Bronx County Legion meeting will be at 
Sam Young Post 620 as of this writing.  7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, September 7.  Every post should make 
every attempt to send at least one representative so 
your post can stay in the ‘Legion Loop.’

Until next time: We hope everyone is having a 
fun summertime, watch that heat.
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Montefi ore’s BOLD Cancer Peer 
Support Program seeks volunteers.

Do you know an inspiring cancer 
survivor who would make a great role 
model, peer counselor, and volunteer 
for Montefi ore’s BOLD Buddy Peer 
Counseling Program?  Maybe you are 
one yourself!  If so, come learn about the 
BOLD Buddy peer support program of-
fered through the Montefi ore-Einstein 
Center for Cancer Care in which can-
cer survivor volunteers provide com-
passion and support to newly diagnosed 
cancer patients at the cancer clinic or 
by telephone. 

To learn more, call (718) 430-4044.
The next training starts  Monday, 

August 29th.
* * *

The Health Department and the 
Fund for Public Health in New York 
announced the release of $400,000 in 
grants to eight community-based or-
ganizations in neighborhoods across 
the city as part of Take Care New York 
(TCNY) 2020, the agency’s blueprint 
for creating healthier communities. 
Building on extensive input that the 
Health Department received through 
28 community consultations across 
the city, eight organizations have each 
been awarded $50,000 grants to develop 
neighborhood health action plans to 
address local health priorities, such 
as obesity, smoking, high school grad-
uation, among others. The organiza-
tions will act as TCNY Planning Part-
ners to help achieve the health equity 
goals set out in TCNY 2020 by mobiliz-
ing community members and develop-
ing local action plans to effect change. 
More information about the Take Care 
New York 2020 can be found at nyc.gov/
tcny2020.

The selected organizations partici-
pated in a competitive request for pro-

posal process which closed at the end of 
June. Each organization will develop a 
health action plan for a different New 
York City neighborhood with a high 
burden of poor health outcomes.

 The Bronx grantee organization 
that will work as TCNY Planning Part-
ners is:

The Bronx Northwest Community 
and Clergy Coalition (serving the Ford-
ham neighborhood in the Bronx), which 
works to unite diverse people and insti-
tutions to work for economic democracy 
and racial justice through intergenera-
tional community organizing.

* * *

Archbishop Stepinac High School 
will honor all alumni police offi cers, 
fi refi ghters and EMTs at the 15th An-
nual Joe Riverso Memorial Game at 7 
p.m., Friday, September 9  It will be held 
at Stepinac’s athletic fi eld, 950 Mama-
roneck Avenue, White Plains.

 The ceremony honors the memory 
of Joseph R. Riverso, beloved Stepinac 
alumnus, athlete, assistant football 
coach and native of White Plains who 
perished in the 9/11 terror attacks on 
the World Trade Center towers. 

Since 2002, the fi rst home game of 
Stepinac’s varsity Crusaders football 
team season has been preceded by the 
ceremony attended by members of the 
Riverso family, friends as well as public 
offi cials and representatives from orga-
nizations throughout the White Plains 
community. 

 Because this year’s Joe Riverso Me-
morial Game coincides with the 15th 
anniversary of 9/11, the school decided 
to honor its police, fi refi ghter and EMT 
alumni as well.

 The game, between the Stepinac 
Crusaders and the Cornwall Central 
Dragons, gets underway following the 
ceremony.

Cancer Peer Support at Monte

FATAL ACCIDENT ON E. TREMONT AVENUE

Congressman José E. Serrano an-
nounced that the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services and the 
National Endowment for the Humani-
ties have awarded Fordham Univer-
sity a total of $476,993 in federal fund-
ing for four research initiatives.

“These grants will allow Fordham 
University to continue leading the way 
in conducting cutting edge research 
and providing a quality education in 
the 21st century. They also demon-
strate the caliber of academic work be-
ing conducted right here in the Bronx. 
I applaud the great work it continues 
doing to provide the citizens of my 
District, New York City, and all of the 
United States with a quality educa-

tion,” said Congressman Serrano.
The federal funding will be distrib-

uted as follows:
$211,491 - Exploratory/developmen-

tal grant to study the effects of dis-
crimination and sleep disturbance on 
health among Asian youth.

$24, 957 – Planning grant for “The 
“Living Humanities” Ph.D. for the 21st 
Century” Research project

$113, 350 – Grant for project entitled 
“MRI: Acquisition of a High Resolution 
Atomic Force Microscope for Interdis-
ciplinary Nanoscience Research and 
Education at Fordham University.”

$127,195 - Project entitled “Exis-
tence and Regularity for Variational 
Problems.”

Fordham U. receives federal $

A 25-year-old man died in motorcycle accident in Parkchester over the weekend.
According to police, George Gonzalez was driving his white sports bike to visit a 
friend on Sunday, August 21 on East Tremont and Unionport avenues.
At 3:30 p.m., Gonzalez attempted to pass a Honda Accord at 1980 E. Tremont Avenue, 
but instead clipped its rear bumper before colliding into a double parked tow truck.

The motorcyclist, who sustained a large gash on his stomach and back trauma, 
was rushed to Jacobi Medical Center where he died.                           Photos by Edwin Soto

Gonzalez leaves behind a six-year-old 
daughter.

The car’s driver stayed at the acci-
dent scene and was not issued any sum-
monses.

Police said, the tow truck driver re-
ceived a summons for double parking. 

 (Above) Police conducted their inves-
tigation into the fatal accident at 1980 E. 
Tremont Avenue this past Sunday after-
noon.

(Left) Gonzalez’s sports bike, helmet 
and possessions were scattered iacross 
rain-covered pavement. 

A car fi re on the Cross Bronx Expressway caused traffi c delays during last Fri-
day’s rush hour.

According to a FDNY spokesman, a Jeep erupted into a fi reball on the Cross 
Bronx Expressway, just south of the Castle Hill off ramp on Friday, August 19 at 6:08 
p.m.

Police shutdown the northbound lane as three FDNY engine companies, two 
truck companies and one battalion chief arrived on scene at 6:14 p.m. 

JEEP ERUPTES INTO FIREBALL

The fi re was quickly brought under 
control and all units left the scene by 
7:06 p.m.

The FDNY reported no injuries or ca-
sualties stemming from the car fi re.

(Above) Fire marshals are still inves-
tigating the incident’s cause, he added.
Police halted northbound traffi c as fi re-
fi ghters arrived to put out the fi re.

(Left) After getting the blaze under 
control, fi refi ghters continued pouring 
water and chemicals into the vehicle 
as they checked for any remaining hot 
spots.                          Photos by Silvio Pacifi co 
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Restaurant & Bar

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

Party Room & 
Delivery Service 

Available

The Wicked Wolf

Sunday, Monday & Thursday
FOOTBALL SPECIALS

DOMESTIC DRAFT
IMPORTED DRAFT
WELL DRINKS

$2.50
$3.50
$3.00

WINGS
NACHOS

QUESADILLA’S

 . 25¢
$5.00
$5.00

HOT, MILD
TERIAKI, BBQ

CHILI OR
CHICKEN

SUNDAY
BRUNCH
BUFFET

$25 $1895
per person

Soup or Tossed Caesar Salad
16 oz. Shell Steak Dinner
Potato - Vegetable
Coffee - Bread Pudding or N.Y. Cheesecake
Glass of Wine or Pint of Beer

MONDAY NIGHT 
STEAK DINNER 
SPECIAL
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

INTRODUCING
COLORS CREME

CHALK PEN

The safe and easy way 
to add temporary color 

to your pet.
Easy to remove

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLYSweet COOL

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

Dine In Only
WITH THIS AD

10OFF
%

ALLEY CAT
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE
SMOKEHOUSE

(718) 824-0168

Smoked Brisket, 
Fall-Off-The-Bone 

St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, 

Wide Assortment 
Of Side Dishes

BACK TO

SCHOOL
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BACK TO
BACK TO

SCHOOL
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Year-Round Nursery School

NEW YORK STATE LICENSED TEACHERS
CERTIFIED IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

LICENSED BY NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Serving the community for over 20 years

Come visit our School at
904 Morris Park Avenue

Call for Registration
718.823.8345

FREE
UPK

REGISTER NOW!
FOR 2 AND 3 YEAR OLD PROGRAMS

FOR 2016 AND 2017
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718-732-0014
118-33 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills

Registration for the
fall semester ending soon!

Registration for the
fall semester ending soon!

Parents often note that kids seem 
to grow like weeds. Pants that 
once reached to the tops of a 

youngster’s feet quickly become too 
short, while once-loose shirts may 
soon become too snug. Many parents 
fi nd themselves regularly in chil-
dren’s clothing departments stocking 
up on the basics, which can put quite 
a dent in already stretched-thin bud-
gets.

Children’s wardrobes are added to 
at various times of the year, but the 
bulk of shopping occurs just before 
the school year begins. Though cloth-
ing can be expensive, families need 
not bust their budgets when shopping 
for kids’ clothing. By shopping smart 
and concentrating on fashion staples, 
it’s easier to stretch money further.

Spread out purchases 
Shopping early allows parents 

to make the most of sales. Warm 
weather clothing generally goes on 
sale in July to make room for new 
fall lines. Considering the fi rst few 
months of school still may be warm, 
short-sleeved shirts will still have 
utility and are generally less expen-
sive than sweaters and sweatshirts.

Staggering purchases also enables 
parents to develop a clothing allow-
ance each and every month instead 
of having one large bill at a certain 
point in the year. Parents can even 

add to their children’s wardrobes dur-
ing the holiday season, when clothes 
tend to get reduced again for holiday 
sales.

Don’t discount hand-me-
downs 

It’s trendy to recycle clothing and 
also to be environmentally conscious 

by putting items to good use again 
and again. Aside from you and your 
wallet, no one will know if your child 
is wearing a secondhand pair of pants 
or a brand-new pair. Many school 
moms are anxious to swap clothing 
with others to lessen their own fi nan-
cial burdens with children’s clothing. 
Start a clothing swap with a group of 
friends, and you may fi nd you have 
more than you need in the way of 
clothes for the kids.

Take stock of what you 
already have 

How many times have you run 
out to the grocery store for a miss-
ing ingredient only to fi nd that very 
item buried at the back of the pantry? 
The same thing happens with kids’ 
clothes. Before taking kids clothes 
shopping, take inventory of their clos-
ets. Have little ones try on clothes to 
see which items still fi t and which can 
be discarded or donated. Make a list 
of the items you need to cut down on 
impulse spending at the store.

 Invest in the right high-
quality pieces 

Spending a fortune for a trendy 
pair of pants that may end up get-
ting ruined on the playground is not 
the best way to shop for kids’ cloth-
ing. However, investing in a quality 
pair of shoes that will last much of 

the year is a good investment. Know 
when to splurge and when it’s okay to 
shop at the discount store.

Stock up on staples 
A straight-leg cut of jeans, some 

solid-colored polo shirts, and an A-
line dress or skirt are some classic 
foundation pieces for children’s ward-
robes. Such items tend to last longer 
than trendy items that may only last 
a few months before the next trend ar-
rives.

Learn to layer 
Layering items can make pieces 

look like new by putting them to-
gether in different combinations. 
Layering a summer T-shirt under a 
fall hoodie gets use out of two differ-
ent season’s worth of clothes. It also 
enables kids to be comfortable during 
unpredictable weather.

Leave it to the kids 
Parents often worry about what 

other parents will think of their own 
children’s clothing. Children do not 
typically worry about such things 
until their preteen or teenage years. 
You may spend less money on cloth-
ing simply because your child has a 
few favorite shirts and pants he or she 
wears over and over. That’s less laun-
dry for you and less money you have 
to spend on new clothes. 

How to buy school clothes without busting your budget
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Home Of The

5 Time Grand National Champions!!!

Subscribe 
To Our                Channel: 

Dream Makers Performing Arts. 

The only studio in the Bronx to have multiple students performing on Broadway, signed with the top agencies in NYC, 
and performing in Broadway National Touring Companies.

PERFORMING ARTS

BRINGING BROADWAY TO THE BRONX

Her students can be seen on Broadway in Kinky Boots, The 
Illusionists , Norwegian cruise lines, commercials , and more.

The fi rst 50 students to register for our Fall Classes will 
Receive a Waived Registration Fee ($25 Value) and FREE DMPA Dance Bag

 Fall Registration Dates
 August 26th - 4pm-8pm August 27th st and 2nd - 4:30pm-8:30pm rd - 11am-4pm 

th, 6th, and 7th- 4:30pm-8:30pm

Classes Begin September 10th
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Trusted Eye Exams for Over 20 Years by  
Drs. AJ Contento, Evan Kaplan & Annette Contento

1748 Crosby Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 792-2020
1086 Morris Park Ave., Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 892-7000

www.eyedoctorsbronx.com

DOCTORS OF OPTOMETRY:
Dr. A.J. Contento 
Dr. Evan Kaplan 
Dr. Annette Contento 

WE ACCEPT:
BCBS • HIP • Oxford 
United Healthcare • Medicare
Medicaid • Aetna/US Health Care  
Emblem Health • GHI • UFT • VSP 
32 B-J • PHCS Davis Vision 
Locals 1199 & Most Unions

Ask Us About
Childproof Lenses
Mandatory for children 12 years and under, and  
recommended for children ages 12 - 16. Polycarboate lenses  
are recommended for all children by the Optometric Association 
and the American Medical Association.

We have Hundreds of Frames to  
Try In Your Neighborhood
Personal Fitting by Licensed Opticians 
with Precise Measurements Customized 
for Your Face, Style and Eyes.

Glasses  
in About  
an Hour!
Lab on  

Premises.

With purchase of complete pair of glasses. Choose from select group of new cool kid 
and adult frames. Some restrictions apply. Not to be combined with any other offer 

or vision plan. Must present coupon at time of purchase. Offer ends 9/30/16.

a Complete Pair of Glasses 
(frame and lenses)

Take $50 Off

Get a Second Pair FREE  
(choose from hundreds of exciting frames)

OR
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VETERANS VETERANS
1-800-235-7737

CAR DRIVERS POSITIONS AVAILABLECAR DRIVERS POSITIONS AVAILABLE

WELCOMING STUDENTS BACK TO SCHOOL
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Monday - Friday 4pm -7pm
Saturday 11am-2pm

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR FALL CLASSES

#1 Studio For The Past 36 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, AUGUST 26-SEPTEMBER 1, 201646    BTR

When it comes to 
backpack safety, 
most people tend 

to think about injuries 
caused by a heavy back-
pack or one worn improp-
erly. However, there are 
other dangers associated 
with backpacks, and cau-
tion should be used.

Backpacks come in all 
shapes and sizes and can 
be a handy tool for students 
or adults. When worn cor-
rectly, with weight evenly 
distributed across the back 
and shoulders, backpacks 
can be safer and more ef-
fective than using a purse 
or briefcase. But many 
people wear overly-loaded 
backpacks slung over one 
shoulder, which can pose 
problems with posture and 
lead to back issues. 

In addition to the physi-
cal strain backpacks can 
cause, they can be a danger 
in other ways. Many people 
fail to recognize how much 
space a backpack can take 
up. Entering the tight 
quarters of a school bus or 
commuting on a train or 

bus means a bulky back-
pack can knock into other 
people. If that backpack is 
full of heavy, cumbersome 
books — or even a laptop 
computer — an inadver-
tent bump by the pack can 
cause injuries. Also, back-
packs taken off and placed 
in bus aisles can be a trip-
ping hazard.

Students can also be in-
jured if a heavy pack falls 
on them. Children tuck-
ing backpacks into lock-
ers or classroom cubbies 
may find that they slide 
out and hit another class-
mate.

Backpacks change the 
way individuals walk. Be-
cause the person is carry-
ing around extra weight, 
she may lose balance or 
trip and fall, especially 
when going down steps.

To avoid these second-
ary hazards from back-
packs, consider these tips:

Don’t overload a back-

pack. Carry only what 
is necessary. If too many 
books are the issue, par-
ents should talk to the 

school administrators and 
teachers to reach a happy 
medium regarding text-
book usage.

Safely store it on a 

lap or under bus seat. Be 
sure straps, or the pack it-
self, are not extending into 
the aisle.

Avoid rolling back-

packs. These can actu-
ally be difficult to roll, and 
some schools ban these 
styles because of tripping 
hazards.

Know how much space 

the bag takes up when 

worn. Be conscious of oth-
ers when turning around 
or entering a confined 
space. 

Take care on stairs. To 
help avoid slips and falls, 
hold on to stair rails and 
do not run with a heavy 
backpack.

Choose a light-

weight bag. Canvas 
backpacks are gener-
ally lighter in weight 
than leather back-
packs. Do not add 
extra weight un-
necessarily.

Backpack safety goes beyond back pain

Today’s students have 
more gadgets at their 
disposal than ever be-

fore. As technology like tablets 
and smartphones have become 
more prevalent in the lives of 
adults, such devices also have 
become more commonplace 
in the classroom. Some kids 
thrive when teachers utilize 
technology to enhance lesson 
plans, while others may be dis-
tracted by access to technol-
ogy.

According to the National 
Institute of Mental Health, 
attention defi cit hyperactiv-
ity disorder is one of the most 
common childhood disorders. 
It can make it diffi cult for kids 
to maintain focus in the class-
room, and that focus may be 
enhanced or further compro-
mised by technology that’s ca-
pable of serving many differ-
ent functions. Kids who use 
the technology to their advan-
tage may fi nd it improves their 
ability to grasp lessons, but 
some kids may be distracted 
by devices or even other items 
in the classroom that make it 
diffi cult for them to absorb les-
sons. Parents concerned about 
their kids’ ability to cope with 

distractions in the classroom 
and at home can take the fol-
lowing steps in an effort to help 
youngsters improve their aca-
demic performance:

Speak to your 
child’s teacher 
about seating 
assignments

Students who fi nd it diffi -
cult to focus in the classroom 
may benefi t from new seat-
ing assignments. Windows or 
high-traffi c areas of the class-
room, such as doorways, can 
compromise a student’s ability 
to focus. 

In addition, the back of the 

classroom is not the ideal spot 
for youngsters who fi nd it diffi -
cult to focus on the teacher, as 
teachers may not notice kids in 
the back of the class as readily 
as they might with students sit-
ting in the front of the room.

Encourage 
participation

Many teachers recognize 
the value of active participa-
tion in the classroom, but kids 
who are struggling to focus 
may shy away from participat-
ing because they are worried 
about embarrassing them-
selves in front of their class-
mates. Parents and teachers 

can work with students to en-
courage them to participate, 
reassuring them that they 
don’t need to be experts on a 
given subject to contribute to 
lessons. 

Even if students’ participa-
tion is limited to asking ques-
tions rather than answering 
them, encouraging kids to 
raise their hands and partici-
pate in class may help them fo-
cus more on the lessons being 
discussed.

Minimize 
distractions at 
home

Kids who have no trouble 
focusing in the classroom may 
fi nd it’s a whole different ball-
game when they arrive home 
to study or do their homework. 
Mom and Dad no doubt have 
their own gadgets around the 
house, and such devices as well 
as television may be too diffi -
cult for youngsters to ignore. 

At home, parents can create 
a safe haven from distraction 
by designating a room or area 
of the house for schoolwork. 
Such areas should be clear of 
distractions like television, 
telephones, video game con-
soles, and other gadgets that 
can compromise a student’s 
focus. Make such areas off lim-

its to cellphones and block so-
cial media websites from com-
puters in such rooms so kids 
aren’t tempted to spend study 
time chatting with friends on-
line. If a child’s study area is 
not in a separate room of the 
house, parents should avoid 
turning on the television until 
kids have fi nished their stud-
ies for the night.

Consider playing 
games designed to 
improve attention 
and focus

Games designed to improve 
attention can be a fun way for 
parents to help their young-
sters conquer their concentra-
tion issues. For example, the 
creators behind Lumosity.com 
collaborated with researchers 
from universities around the 
world in an effort to design 
games to improve visual atten-
tion in people of various ages 
and backgrounds. 

Few kids are not enam-
ored with games, and games 
to improve focus and attention 
may help kids without making 
them feel as though they are 
back in a classroom. Parents 
can speak with their child’s 
teacher to determine which 
games might be best suited for 
their youngsters.  

How to help distracted students
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Fall Registration Dates And Registration Fees
Aug. 8th-11th 3pm-8pm         Aug 15th-19th 9am-8pm $15.00

Aug 22nd-26th 9am-8pm $15.00
Aug 29th-31st 3pm-8pm $20.00

September 6th-9th 3pm-8pm $20.00

* CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 12TH $25.00    *Multiple Class Discounts    *Sibling Discounts Available 
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AP INTO THE FALL DANCE SEASON WITH PERFORMERS EDGE DANCE ACADEMY
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BRONX SITE
4037 E. Tremont Ave.

Bronx, N.Y. 10465
718.822.2025

SCARSDALE SITE
4 Grayrock Rd,

Scarsdale, NY 10583
914-713-3282

CLASSES OFFERED IN:

Toddler Ballet/Tap      Ballet      Tap      Jazz       Pointe

Hip Hop      Tumbling      Heels Class      Jazz Fusion

Broadway Jazz      Musical Theater      Voice

Acting      Dance Hall      Salsa      Latin Jazz      Lyrical 

Tap Jazz      Ballet/Tap Combo      Jazz/Tap Combo

Tumblebugs      Contemporary      Improv

AWARD Winning Choreographers on staff including the Director who was awarded
BUSINESS WOMAN of the YEAR 

Monthly workshops with Fox 5 TV Show So You Think You Can Dance Finalist

T
R

A
IN

 W
IT

H PROFESSIONAL AND QUALIFIED WORKING INSTRU
C

T
O

R
S

The only BRONX and WESTCHESTER  studio to have students on the BROOKLYN  NETS KIDS

August 27th 10am - 3pm
August 29th - 3pm - 8pm
August 30th - 3pm - 8pm
August 31st - 3pm - 8pm

September 1st - 3pm - 8pm
September 6th - 9th 3pm - 8pm

Sept 10th 10am - 3pm
Classed Begin September 12th!
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Back to School Checklist

Backpack

Pencils

Notebooks

Haircut

Check-up at 
 

Schedule your child’s back to school 
physical & immunizations today

FO
LL

O
W

uchcbronx

2016 Bronxdale Ave, Suite 301
(Between Holland Ave & Antin Pl)

718.220.2020   
Kindergarten, Elementary, Middle School, High School

College students welcome too!
Accepting New Patients –Open Evenings

Most Insurance Plans Accepted (Medicaid/Commercial/Medicare/Union/VA) 
Assistance in Applying for Insurance Coverage and Enrollment in Self-Pay, Sliding Scale Program

2021 Grand Concourse |  Bronx, NY 10453    
470 East Fordham Road |  Bronx, NY 10458    4487 Third Avenue |  Bronx, NY 10457    

2101 Quarry Road 2016 Bronxdale Avenue Suite 301 |  Bronx, NY 10462 
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Home Of The

2014

50% OFF
First Color Service

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Eyelash Extensions

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

Offi ce/Retail Space - Tremont Avenue - great foot, car and bus traffi cStarting at 
$800/Month

COMMERCIAL SPACE

Shared offi ce space on East Tremont Ave.  Luxury Space with room for 3 Desks for 
$1500/month.
Private offi ce available on East Tremont Ave for $1000/month.

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT
Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Bedford Pk Area. 1 bedroom. $1425

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. Ft. Lot Looking Over 
The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists 
Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. 
Garage And Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heating And 
Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. Hardwood Floors With Dark 
Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio 
Doors And Windows. The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888

Back to School
UniForm SaleUniForm SaleUniForm Sale

$15.99$15.99$15.99
Khakis

and
Navy 

STARTING AT

$12.50$12.50$12.50
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A marching kids band had the crowd moving to the beat of their drums. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Musical artists DJ Jose Morales from Radical Sounds; TKA’s Aby Escoto and Angel 
Vasquez; DJ Zarzuela and Tony Ortiz from TKA celebrated on stage after their set. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Freestyle legends Angel Vasquez (front, l), Tony Ortiz (back, 3rd from r) and Aby Escoto 
(front, r) with La Sorsa Automotive Groups mascots Manny Selections (front, 2nd from 
l), Louis Price, Louis Price (back, 2nd from l) and Max Service (front, 2nd from r). 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(back, l-r) Miss Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Reina Juvenil queen Kiara Carrion, Angel 
Vazquez, Miss Bronx Puetro Rican Day Parade Royal Court fi rst princess Rosemary Colon,  
(front, l-r) Miss Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Women’s Pageant second princess Car-
men Soto, Miss Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Infantil fi rst princess Tatiana Ocasio, Tony 
Ortiz and Aby Escoto. Photo by Miriam Quin

Kemj G. from Crunch Fitness lead the crowd in perform-
ing some awe-inspiring Zumba moves. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Michael Da Guvna Lambert  wore his Bainbridge Ave-
nue and East 204th Street Merchants Summer Streets 
2011 T-shirt to this year’s celebration. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Khamila wrote her name in chalk on the street. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Summertime fun was in full swing at this year’s sixth annual Summer Streets Festival! Hosted by the Bainbridge Avenue and East 204th Street Merchants Association, Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj, Councilman Andrew Cohen and MAS Productions, the popular outdoor festival was held on Sunday, August 7 at East 204th Street between Bainbridge and Decatur avenues. 
The event featured live musical performances by TKA, the legendary Freestyle trio; a ‘Fun Bus’ courtesy of the Bronx Children’s Museum; shopping; hayrides and tons of giveaways.

Norwood Celebrates 6th Annual Summer Streets Festivial
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New 825 Square Foot
Renovated Rehabilitation Department

LPN POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Full/Part/Per Diem Apply: ppnhnursing@verizon.net

Rehabilitation
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Over 400 Police Athletic League youngsters got into the Olympic spirit by participating in PAL’s annual Sports Day on Friday, August 5 at Van Cortlandt Park. Fifth grade boys and girls 
from each borough had fun playing soccer, basketball, track and fi eld, football and completing on an obstacle course. 

PAL HOSTS ANNUAL SPORTS DAY IN VAN CORTLANDT PARK

Elinna Rodriguez got ready to score a goal. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

PAL students and their teachers had a great time celebrating Sports Day. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

The Residence Inn by Marriott Bronx at Metro Center Atrium participated in the NYC Sum-
mer Youth Employment Program in which nine young people joined the hotel team for six 
weeks to learn new tasks and worked shadowed employees. Each participant was exposed 
to multiple facits of the hotel including breakfast service, guest-room cleaning, meeting 
room set-up and public area maintenance.

MARRIOTT RESIDENCE INN INTERNSHIPS

Clement Carey (c), the Residence Inn by Marriott general manager, with Summer Youth Em-
ployment Program participants. Photo courtesy of Bharati Kemraj

Students got an up close look at some of the New York Hall of Science’s incredible displays.
 Photo courtesy of St. Helena Elementary School

Students attending St. Helena Elementary School’s Summer Program attended different 
fi eld trips each week during the season including the Bronx Zoo and the New York Hall of 
Science.

ST. HELENA’S SUMMER PROGRAM 
STUDENTS ATTEND  FIELD TRIPS

Nearly 300 people attended Calvary Hospi-
tal’s 28th annual Golf and Tennis Classic on 
Monday, August 1 at Brae Burn Country Club 
and Century Country Club in Westchester 
County. The event raised nearly $270,000 
for programs and services benefi tting Cal-
vary patients and their families. Each year, 
proceeds from the event’s tennis portion 
support the Dennis Berberich Scholarship 
Fund. Jodian Savizon, a Calvary Care Techni-
cian for the last 11 years, was named as this 
year’s scholarship fund honoree.  She will 
use her scholarship to begin studying for 
her nursing degree at the College of New 
Rochelle.

Scholarship fund winner, Jodian Savizon (l) 
received her award from Dennis Berberich, 
Jr. Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

CALVARY HOSTS ANNUAL GOLF AND TENNIS CLASSIC
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY

3pm - 6pm
YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 08/31/2016

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

SAFE, GENTLE, THOROUGH CLEANING FOR YOUR
ORIENTAL & FINE AREA RUGS 

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. 
Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Not applicable to installed carpet or area rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off site cleaning 
process. Priced by square foot. As applicable, discount applies to the smallest area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Cleaning Completed By 9/30/16   Promo Code: 25AREA

ORIENTAL & FINE AREA RUG 
CLEANING SPECIAL

$25 OFF
BEYOND CARPET CLEANING

1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY
AREA RUG  |  24 HOUR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
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The Bronx celebrated its diversity at a recent cultural festival in Norwood. Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Councilman Andrew Cohen hosted the annual International Family Day on 
Saturday, August 13 at East 205th Street between Bainbridge Avenue and East 204th Street. The spectacular celebration featured delicious food from across the globe, live musical 
performances, face painting, balloon art, bounce houses, a dunk tank, hayrides and giveaways.

Gjonaj, Cohen Host International Family Day 

Assemblyman Gjonaj served up some delicious hot dogs to 
festivial goers. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Daniel Nilaj, Niki Musaj, Emanuel Musaj, Annabella Nilaj and Mariana 
Musaj received autographed posters from musician Edwin Watts. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Musician Edwin Watt (back, c) met his fans 
(l-r) Annabella Nilaj, Mariana Musaj, Niki 
Musaj, Emanuel Musaj, Daniel Nilaj and 
Mire Nilaj after his performance. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

District Attorney Darcel Clark (c) met Aleksander Nilaj 
(back, l), Albanian American Open Hand Association 
president and his son, Daniel (front, l) and Tony Musaj 
(back, r), Albanian American Open Hand Association 
vice president and his son, Emanuel (front, r) at the 
celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin

Community Board 7’s Barbara Stronczer, fi rst vice chairwoman; Dilleta Pina, 
Senior Services Committee board member and Andrew Sandler, district man-
ager with District Attorney Clark. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Tony Musaj worked his culinary magic grilling up sev-
eral tasty treats for guests. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
October 3rd 11am- 3pm

October 6th 2:30pm-6:30pm 

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  
September 26Th 10am SHARP!
September 29th 10am SHARP!

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE
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Alex Rodriguez signed autographs for fans at Yankee Stadium before his fi nal game. 
 Photo courtesy of the New York Yankees

Alex Rodriguez accepted a signed base and framed matted Number 13 Yankees jersey, while 
his daughters watched.. Photo courtesy of the New York Yankees

The New York Yankees held a pregame ceremony recognizing Alex Rodriguez prior to his fi nal NY Yankees game on Friday, August 12 at the stadium. Following a video presentation 
highlighting his career and messages from Lou Piniella and Edgar Martinez, Rodriguez received a base autographed by his team mates presented by Yankees general partner Jennifer 
Steinbrenner Swindal and a framed matted Number 13 Yankees jersey from the 2016 season presented by Yankees managing general partner Hal Steinbrenner and his wife, Christina. The 
inscription on the frame read ‘Presented to Alex Rodriguez in commemoration of your fi nal game with the New York Yankees. August 12, 2016. Yankee Stadium.’ Rodriguez will return to 
the Yankees as a special adviser and instructor as early as 2017.

NY YANKEES HONOR A-ROD AT FINAL GAME

BronxTalk host Gary Axelbank (c) with Councilman Cabrera (l) and Senator Rivera (r). 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Bronxites tuned to BronxNet for an exciting on-air State Senate Debate between incumbent 
Senator Gustavo Rivera and challenger, Councilman Fernando Cabrera on Monday, August 15. 
The half hour debate was moderated by BronxTalk host Gary Axelbank and was co-sponsored 
by the League of Women’s Voters. The debate can be viewed online at www.bronxnet.org/tv/
bronxtalk/7887-bronxtalk-councilman-fernando-cabrera-vs-senator-gustavo-rivera-08-15-16.

BRONXNET HOSTS STATE SENATE DEBATE

The 43rd Precinct and I Golf Fore Kids hosted 
the ‘Blue Grass Project’, a golf clinic for local 
children, on Wednesday, August 17 at Sound-
view Park. The junior golf clinic helped build 
stronger relations between the community 
and law enforcement members while teach-
ing golf to a whole new generation. 

GOLF CLINIC HELD
 AT SOUNDVIEW PARK

Members of 43rd Precinct and I Golf Fore 
Kids taught children how to play the sport. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

North Central Bronx Hospital hosted its annual Back-to-School Healthfest on Wednesday, 
August 10 at Kossuth Avenue between East 208th and East 210th streets. Sponsored by the 
Friends of North Central Bronx Hospital Auxiliary and MetroPlus, the fun-fi lled educational 
event featured free health screenings, health education booths, medication counseling, 
health insurance eligibility screening, children’s ID fi ngerprinting and immunization card re-
view, games, raffl es and prizes. 

NCBH BACK-TO-SCHOOL HEALTHFEST

Friends of North Central Bronx Hospital Auxiliary at NCBH Healthfest
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Mom arrived 
for dinner
at midnight

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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Williamsbridge Oval Summer Sports Jamboree

More than 100 children of all ages enjoyed some fun in the sun at Williamsbridge Oval Park. Hosted by NYC Parks, this year’s Summer Sports Jamboree held on Wednesday, August 17 
featured many fun activities such as basketball, softball, kickball, fl ag football, lacrosse, soccer, track and fi eld, volleyball, tennis, a fi tness van, play mobile and arts and crafts.
   Pictured above, Everyone, young and old, had a great time at this year’s Summer Sports Jamboree. Photo by Miriam Quin

Children scaled up a tall structure during one of the day’s exer-
cises. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Josh Montantine, Jarrett Serate, Katherine Marando, Christopher Rodriquez, Wyatt Salazar and Angel 
Perez stayed cool from the summer heat by eating fl avored ices. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Deiessiacr Williams, Miledys Pons and Shawima 
Adamson provided the children with tasty carrot 
sticks and apple slice snacks. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

The youth enjoyed an exciting game of lacrosse 
at the park. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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Please Join Us for an 
EVENING OF INTERNATIONAL  

FOOD TASTING AND FUN
on

Thursday, September 8, 2016 
6:00 to 9:00 pm

at the 
Bronx YMCA 

2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY

Recognizing Our Distinguished Honorees from the Past Ten Years 
and 

The family of  Ralph G. Jallouk

SPONSORED BY:

Ticket Price for Unlimited Food & Wine Tasting:  $100 per person
RSVP by Sept. 1 to Deborah Adams at deadams@ymcanyc.org or 212-912-2490

To purchase tickets online: 
 http://www.ymcanyc.org/bronx/pages/bronx-ymca-bon-appetit-fundraiser
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FRANK VERNUCCIO
Albanians throughout the 

United States in general and 
New York in particular are 
currently celebrating two 
milestones related to the late 
Mother Teresa.

As religious and ethnic 
strife expands exponentially 
across the globe, the August 26 
commemoration of her birth-
day (she was born August 26, 
1910 and died in 1997) and her 
upcoming canonization as a 
Catholic saint on September 4 
offer an alternative vision. The 
soon-to-be saints’ legacy is em-
blematic of Albania, the nation 
that gave her birth, a country 
that, like America, offers an 
optimistic view of how people 
of different faiths can live to-
gether.

Mother Teresa’s extraor-
dinary dedication to the poor 
and downtrodden was based 
on her profound belief in the 
concepts of right and wrong, 
the personal obligations each 
human has to others, and 
that every man and woman, 
no matter how great or hum-

ble their circumstances, can 
make a difference.

It is not a coincidence that 
Mother Teresa was born in Al-
bania, a nation with a popula-
tion that served as a fi gurative 
island of heroism and toler-
ance during a period when it’s 
oppressed population was held 
captive by Nazis and Commu-
nists.

That belief in personal re-
sponsibility and not just tol-
erance but true affection for 
others has made America’s 
growing and thriving Alba-
nian community a major asset 
for the nation.

Organizations such as the 
Albanian American Soci-
ety Foundation, Inc., led by 
founder and President Esad 
A. Rizai, have spearheaded 
the drive to make Mother Te-
resa’s vision a reality in the 
United States. The unique or-
ganization boasts a board of 
directors that includes rep-
resentatives and supporters 
from almost all ethnic groups 
and religious faiths. Many 
well-known Bronxites such as 

former legislator and promi-
nent attorney Stephen Kauf-
man and entrepreneur/educa-
tor Professor Paul Palombo, 
who are not of Albanian back-
ground, proudly serve on the 
groups’ Board. 

The organization works 
alongside other groups such 
as the Sons and Daughters of 
Albania, and the Albanian 
American Community.

Poverty, caused by decades 
of Communist government, 
had driven many to leave Al-
bania and Kosovo, although 
the switch fairly recently to a 
market system has improved 
the quality of life. That loss 
to their native land has been 
America’s—and New York’s—
gain. Many of the over 200,000 
ethnic Albanians who have 
moved to New York City have 
settled in The Bronx, revi-
talizing neighborhoods and 
opening businesses

Albanian restaurants, 
shops, and services have re-
vitalized many New York 
communities, as this vibrant 
community rises to a well-de-

served prominence in the re-
gion. 

Elected offi cials have 
taken notice. Public fi gures, 
including Borough President 
Reuben Diaz, Jr., State Sen-
ator Reuben Diaz, Council 
Member James Vacca, and 
others have frequently men-
tioned and celebrated the 
contributions of Albanian-
Americans.The Bronx Times 
Reporter has frequently high-
lighted the Albanian commu-
nity’s activities. 

 The harsh history endured 
by Albanians has given them 
the will to succeed, and to do 
so in a manner that cherishes 
peoples of all backgrounds. 
Despite cruel rule by outsid-
ers, the inherent decency and 
heroism of the Albanian peo-
ple survived. Christians, Jews 
and Moslems came together to 
battle the atrocities, subjuga-
tion, and hatred that foreign 
powers imposed on them.

During World War II, Al-
banians distinguished them-
selves in their efforts to pro-
tect Jews from Nazi invaders. 

A CNN report notes that “Ac-
cording to Yad Vashem, the 
Israeli museum that holds the 
world’s largest repository of 
documents and information 
related to the Holocaust, there 
is not a single known case of a 
Jew being turned over to Nazi 
authorities in Albania during 
its occupation…Incredibly, 
Albania’s Jewish population 
actually grew during World 
War II. The reason so little is 
known about Albania’s unique 
role during the Holocaust has 
a lot to do with the country’s 
post-war history. Once the war 
was over, Albania fell under 
communist control and spent 
the next half-century behind 
the Iron Curtain.”

It would be diffi cult to fi nd 
a people more favorable to-
wards America than Alba-
nians. The love affair extends 
back to the end of the First 
World War, when President 
Wilson vigorously, but with-
out success, sought to insure 
the territorial integrity of an 
independent homeland for Al-
banians.

Albanian-Americans celebrate Mother 
Teresa birthday and canonization

Four St. Catharine Acad-
emy alumnae attended the 
fi rst ever St. Catharine Acad-
emy Scholars Day at JPMor-
gan Chase headquarters in 
New York City.  

During the summer break, 
the SCA alumnae currently at-
tending top business schools--  
Pamela Udoye, University of 
Notre Dame, Mendoza School 
of Business; Kiana Manon, 
Fordham University, Gabelli 
School of Business; Alina Sy-
dorenko, Pace University, Lu-
bin School of Business, and 
Harianne Hewitt, Rochester 
Institute of Technology, spent 
a day with fellow SCA alumna, 
Valerie Irick Rainford (SCA 
Class of 1982), deputy head of 
Diversity and head of Advanc-
ing Black Leaders at JPMor-
gan Chase, and other leaders 
of the fi rm.

Alumnae were introduced 
to the company, its leaders and 
summer internship programs.  
A panel of current summer 
interns and analysts shared 
their experience of working 
hard and fi nding fulfi lling 

SCA Scholars Day at JPMorgan Chase
roles at the fi rm.  Alumnae 
were also given opportunities 
for one-on-one conversations 
with JPMorgan Chase leaders 
throughout the day.

“The event was organized 
very well and gave me greater 
insight into JPMorgan Chase 
as a company and the posi-
tions for employment,” said 
Kiana Manon.  “I previously 
never considered Chase as a 
possible place of employment.  
This event really opened my 
eyes.  Listening to current in-
terns speak about their expe-
riences was truly inspiring.”

“Many thanks to JPMor-
gan Chase, for inviting our 
scholars to learn about the 
fi rm and the fi nancial ser-
vices industry.  They were 
exposed to careers that they 
may not have considered oth-
erwise and were thrilled with 
the experience,” echoed Sr. 
Patricia Wolf, President of 
St. Catharine Academy, who 
also remarked how much she 
appreciated all of the employ-
ees who took time out of their 
busy days to spend time with 

SCA students.
“Recruiting the best, di-

verse talent is a top priority 
for us at JPMorgan Chase & 
Co.,” said Valerie Rainford.  

“Having grown up in the 
Bronx and being a graduate 
of St. Catharine Academy” 
she added, “It was a pleasure 
to share the breadth of our 

fi rm with such accomplished 
students.  Promoting leader-
ship excellence at all levels is 
an important part of who we 
are as a fi rm.”

(L-r) Kiana Manon, Harianne Hewitt, Pamela Udoye, Sr. Patricia Wolf, and Valerie I. Rainford.
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Classic rock and roll band Tim Curtain and Friends 
gave a crowd pleasing performance on the back deck 
of Brewski’s Bar and Grill on Thursday, August 18. The 
3718 E. Tremont Avenue tavern was the perfect set-
ting for a summer night fi lled with great music, food 
and friendship.

TIM CURTAIN PERFORMS
 AT BREWSKI’S

(l-r) Melissa McDoyle, Tommy Bia, Johnny Spoons 
and Margie Scotti had a great time listening to Tim 
Curtain and Friends’ performance. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Calvary Hospital awarded the 2016 Eddie Higgins Scholarship to an outstand-
ing 17-year-old student, Kendra Dean, on Monday, August 15.  She demon-
strated academic excellence, fi nancial need and the determination and spirt 
of the scholarship’s namesake,

KENDRA DEAN EARNS
CALVARY SCHOLARSHIP

(l-r) Dean’s mother, Rachel Clark, honoree Kendra Dean and Richard Kutilek, 
Calvary Hospital chief operating offi cer. 
 Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

In light of the Monday, August 8 attack on 49-year-
old Muhammad Ali Haider in Westchester Square 
and the Saturday, August 13 Mosque shooting in 
Queens, a city public forum was held with the 
Bronx Muslim community on Monday, August 15 in-
side M.S. 127’s auditorium. The forum empowered 
the Bronx Muslim community with knowledge on 
their basic human rights and familiarize them with 
navigating both NYPD and city agency services.

PUBLIC SAFETY FORUM
 FOR BRONX MUSLIMS

John Doyle met with Dr. Hamud Al-Silwi of the 
Bronx Muslim Center during the forum. 
 Photo courtesy of John Doyle

The Garden of Dreams Foundation and the New York Liberty hosted a barbecue with Women’s Housing and Economic Development Corporation families on Thursday, August 18 at 1220 
Gerard Avenue. New York Liberty’s starting center Carolyn Swords was presented with the July Women’s National Basketball Association Cares Community Assistance Award at the cel-
ebration. Swords donated the money she received from the award to support Garden of Dreams and Tina Charles’ Hopey’s Heart Foundation.

FOUNDATION, NY LIBERTY HOST WHEDCO BBQ

(l-r) Sugar Rodgers, Brittany Boyd, Shoni Schimmel, Shavonte Zellous, Rebecca Allen and Carolyn Swords prepared delicious food for the guests. Photo by Rana Faure/MSG Photos
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RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

Can we please stop tell-
ing parents that it is nor-
mal to be terrifi ed for even 
the shortest periods of time 
when kids are doing the 
most mundane of activities: 
Walking to or from school?

Because here’s what 
NBC’s Alyssa Newcomb re-
ported the other day in an 
piece on “Back-to-School 
Safety Tech That Helps 
Keep Kids Safe” (The title 
alone reinforcing the idea 
that kids are not safe with-
out us taking new, tech-
assisted precautions): “No 
matter how mature and re-
sponsible a child is, those 
few blocks without adult 
supervision are enough to 
make most parents worry.”

Since when? Since crime 
is back to the level it was in 
1963? Since we are living 
in the safest times in hu-
man history according to 
Harvard’s Steven Pinker? 
Since even child deaths 
at the hand of a kidnap-
per — already extremely 
rare — are now one-fi fth 
of what they were just 20 
years ago? “Most parents 
worry” about a few block 
walk, in these particularly 

Is the walk to school really so terrifying?
safe times, even if they know 
their kids are mature and re-
sponsible?

That seems like some kind 
of illness. Yes, it is normal to 
worry if the neighborhood is 
truly crime-ridden. And natu-
rally it can be worrying if a 
child is late getting home, or if 
it is the fi rst week of school and 
the child is just getting used to 
the walk. But for parents to 
worry no matter how mature 
their kid, how short the walk, 
and how safe the neighbor-
hood does not make sense.

Igniting the fuse of fear 
makes sense for only two 
groups of people: The media, 
who depend on fear to keep us 
engaged; and the makers of 
tech tracking devices, who de-
pend on our dollars to stay in 
business. After all, if they can 
convince us that it is normal 
to fret any time we take our 
eyes off our kids, they can sell 
us products that keep our eyes 
upon them.

And so reporter Newcomb 
goes on to list four products 
that track kids and apprise the 
parents of their location. The 
Pocketfi nder is one. It goes in 
the child’s backpack “updates 
a parent’s smartphone with 

their location every two min-
utes.”

Obsess much? It also alerts 
parents the second their child 
veers off the prescribed path. 
What a joy that makes walk-
ing home: Follow that squirrel 
for a block and mom calls 911.

Then there’s Life 360, 
which is free and sounds like 
Harry Potter’s Marauder’s 
Map, showing every family 
member’s location. But if you 
pay a premium (a ha!) you can 
get “expanded history data 
and a live adviser for urgent 
situations.” Just suggesting 
“urgent situations” makes the 
walk sound dire.

The Canary, also profi led, 
is part of a $199 home secu-
rity system, allowing you “to 
see live video and hear audio 
from their home. Parents can 
even replay the video clip from 
when their child walked in the 
door, ensuring that they were 
with only authorized house 
guests.”

Maybe it should really 
be called the Stool Pigeon. It 
seems less like a normal house-
hold device and more like the 
closed-circuit television above 
the door at a 7-Eleven.

And fi nally there’s the Au-
gust Smart Lock which let’s 
you “see and speak to whoever 
is at your door, even if you’re 
not home.” It also locks and un-
locks your door, long distance 
“making it ideal if your kid 
forgets their key,” according 
to Newcomb. At $400 it might 
be more ideal to make your kid 
a few extra keys, or even hide 
one someplace clever. 

So now I, too, have some 
advice on how to keep your 
kid safe on the way home from 
school — advice that the tele-
vision report, in its haste to 
hail technological solutions to 
nearly non-existent dangers, 
forgot. Teach your children to:

• Look left, look right, 
look left again when cross-
ing the street.

• Make sure that anyone 
turning sees them in the 
cross walk.

• Ask strangers for help 
if they need it. Teaching 
“Stranger danger” re-
moves all the people who 
could help them in an 
emergency. ( Remember 
that Utah Boy Scout who 
was lost for three days be-
cause every time he heard 
a search party member 
calling his name, he scam-
pered off to hide from the 
“stranger”? ) 

However, teach your 
kids that they while they 
can talk to anyone, they 
cannot go off with anyone. 
And they should not get 
into someone’s car.

Those are tips that make 
a lot of sense and, by golly, 
they are free! Of course, 
for a premium, I will add a 
new and pointless tip every 
month. Sign up now! 

Lenore Skenazy is au-
thor and founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

Ferry Point Civic Association Annual Block Party
The Ferry Point Civic As-

sociation has been hosting an 
annual block party since it 
formed in 2005. The civic cel-
ebration is being held on Sat-

urday, August 27. 
Similar to past years, the 

party will be held on Rohr Place, 
between Brush Avenue and the 

Hutchinson River Parkway ser-
vice road, from 2 to 9 p.m. There 
is no rain date for this event.

For further ifnormation 

SEEKING BOY SCOUT ALUMNI
Have you camped at 

Alpine, Pouch or Ten Mile 
River Scout camps?

Were you a Cub Scout, 
Boy Scout or Explorer?

If you have camped at 
these locations,  email your 
story and details to: 

Steven. Benini@scout-
ing.org.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Who wrote the Pledge of 

Allegiance? I know. It was 
Francis Bellamy, a Baptist 
minister. 

He wrote it in August of 
1892, to celebrate the 400th 
anniversary of Christopher 
Columbus’ arrival in the 
Americas. 

It was supposed to be 
quick and to the point. Bel-
lamy designed it to be recited 
in 15 seconds. I

f the recitation offends 
anyone, I respectfully de-
mand you to return to your 
original country where it 
will not upset you.

VA BBQ is still on for Sep-
tember 18 at noon.

Dues are due.
The post meeting is on 

Sunday, September 3 at 1 
p.m. The new offi cers will be 
in charge.

Again, for replacement of 
lost DD-214’s call (866) 272-
6272 and follow the instruc-

tions.
Any post out there in 

Bronx Times Reporter Land 
that wants to advertise any-
thing in this column, please 
allow two to three weeks lead 
time.

More Hollywood heroes: 
Jack Warden - Navy from 
1938 -1942 then Army in the 
101st Airborne Division. 
Jackie Coogan fl ew gliders 
with troops and materiel 
into Burma behind enemy 
lines. James Arness was in 
the Army and was severely 
wounded at Anzio. James 
Gregory, Navy and Marines. 
James Stewart, Bomber Pilot 
who rose to the rank of Gen-
eral. More next week.

Trivia Time

On August 13, 1521, Cortez 
conquered the Aztecs.

The fi rst coin phone was 
patented in Hartford, CT on 
August 13, 1889.

The Social Security Act 
was passed on August 14, 
1935.

On the same date in 1945, 
Japan surrendered.

The Panama Canal opened 
on August 15, 1914.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

call JoAnn Sohmers, presi-
dent of the Ferry Point Civic 
Association, at (718) 824-7413, 
or email Jsohmers@gmail.

com. You can also check out 
Ferry Point Civic Association, 
Inc., on Facebook.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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(l-r) Ridgewood Savings Bank’s Maria Janes, Terri-Anne Davis, Vivian Matos and Matthew Garrett; Joseph Kelleher, Simone Metro Properties president and Chamber chairman; Vanessa 
Baijnauth, Ridgewood Savings Bank small business specialist; Domenico Ciaccio, Ridgewood Savings Bank assistant vice president; Nunzio Del Greco, Chamber president; Tahmeed Khan, 
Ridgewood Savings Bank branch banking offi cer; Javier Lopez, Customer Service, Ridgewood Savings Bank customer service and Miguel Abreu, Ridgewood Savings Bank employee. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce and Ridgewood Savings Bank hosted a free Small Business Financial Workshop on Thursday, August 18 at the Hutchinson Metro Center. Attendees had 
the opportunity to meet Ridgewood’s Small Business specialists Vanessa Baijnauth and Victoria Rajos, learn the importance of successful business planning and network with other small 
business owners.

BRONX CHAMBER, RIDGEWOOD BANK HOST WORKSHOP

There was a great deal of summer fun to be had at this year’s Friends of Community Board 11 Carnival on Saturday, August 20 at Bronx Park East’s Trojan Field. The annual carnival, held 
from Wednesday, August 10 through Sunday, August 21, featured carnival games, mechanical rides, delicious food and weekend matinees.

FRIENDS OF CB 11 HOSTS ANNUAL CARNIVAL

Alvania (l) and Ashley Mendoza were ready for the ride to begin. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

There were lots of winners in the Chungata, Rodriguez and Medina families. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Ten Bronx children diagnosed with 
asthma attended Camp Spinnaker, 
an asthma camp in New Hampshire 
during the week of Monday, August 
15. The trip was funded with help 
from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s New Hampshire 
Asthma Control Program and the 
American Lung Association.

MONTE 
PATIENTS
AT CAMP

 SPINNAKER

The children had a great time visiting Camp Spinnaker this summer
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

The No Guns, No Violence Block 
Party brought together com-
munity and law enforcement 
members on Saturday, August 
20 at Dewey Avenue between 
Swinton and Balcom avenues. 
The event featured carnival 
games and sports activities.

NO GUNS, NO
 VIOLENCE

 BLOCK PARTY

Neighborhood Coordination po-
lice offi cer Paulino (l) met Coun-
cilman Vacca at the party. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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Action
Association

BY FRANK VERNUCCIO, JR.
There should be little doubt 

that the U.S. economy is in sig-
nifi cant trouble. Indeed, objec-
tive criteria, as well as spokes-
persons from both sides of the 
political spectrum, indicate 
an economy approaching cri-
sis levels. A survey of views il-
lustrates the challenge:

The latest report from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics  re-
veals that “Real hourly com-
pensation decreased 0.4 per-
cent…” The Bloomberg news 
service reports that “One in 
seven U.S. households has a 
negative net worth, as student 
loans and credit cards plunge 
a diverse group of people—
including those with good 
jobs—into the red…Almost 
15 percent of Americans, or 
47 million people, live below 
the poverty line, according to 
the U.S. Census Bureau. Then 
there are the people loaded up 
with debt. Even people with 
good jobs can owe so much on 
credit cards, student loans, 
or mortgages that, on paper, 
they’re worth less than zero. 
About 14 percent of U.S. house-
holds fall into this category, 
with a negative net worth, ac-
cording to an analysis this 
month by the New York Fed-
eral Reserve. Add up all their 
possessions—cash, property, 

retirement accounts—and 
subtract all their debts, and 
one in seven Americans ends 
up in the red. Overall, U.S. 
households have $12.3 trillion 
in debt, according to another 
New York Fedreport, released 
this week.”

P r o g r e s s i v e - o r i e n t e d 
truth-out.org  notes that: “…
the evidence shows that liv-
ing-wage, family-sustaining 
positions are quickly being re-
placed by lower-wage and less 
secure forms of employment. 
These plentiful low-level jobs 
have padded the unemploy-
ment fi gures, leaving much 
of America believing in an 
overhyped recovery… New 
research is beginning to con-
fi rm the permanent nature of 
middle-income job loss. Based 
on analysis that one reviewer 
calls ‘some of the most impor-
tant work done by economists 
in the last twenty years,’ a Na-
tional Bureau of Economic 
Research study found that na-
tional employment levels have 
fallen in U.S. industries that 
are vulnerable to import com-
petition, without offsetting 
job gains in other industries. 
Even the Wall Street Journal 
admits that ‘many middle-
wage occupations, those with 
average earnings between 
$32,000 and $53,000, have col-

lapsed.”
The fi nancial source Profi t-

confi dential  notes that Wash-
ington is “hiding” infl ation-
ary statistics.

“According to government 
statistics, infl ation was held to 
just 0.6% during the fi rst seven 
months of 2015. Unfortunately, 
that data disregards the most 
basic items that everyone 
uses, including food and en-
ergy costs… (Alternative non-
government measures of infl a-
tion tell a completely different 
story. The Chapwood Index is 
an alternative infl ation indi-
cator that looks at the unad-
justed costs and price fl uctua-
tion of the top 500 items that 
Americans spend their money 
on in the 50 largest cities in 
the country.

The index looks at the fl uc-
tuations in the cost of items 
such as Advil, Starbucks cof-
fee, insurance, gasoline, tolls, 
fast food restaurants, tooth-
paste, oil changes, car washes, 
cable TV and Internet service, 

cellphone service, dry clean-
ing, movie tickets, cosmetics, 
gym memberships, home re-
pairs, piano lessons, laundry 
detergent, light bulbs, school 
supplies, parking meters, pet 
food, and People magazine.
For example, in 2014, the [offi -
cial consumer price index] CPI 
rose 0.8%. But according to the 
Chapwood Index, major cities 
like New York, Los Angeles, 
Chicago, San Diego, and Bos-
ton saw infl ation for the trail-
ing 12 months (through to June 
of this year) run over 10%.”

Ignoring real infl ation-
ary numbers has a dire effect 
on senior citizens, who have 
suffered, during the Obama 
Administration, more years 
without a cost of living in-
crease in their social security 
checks than at any other time 
in living memory.

Republicans have been 
sharply critical of the Presi-
dent’s economic policies. A 
GOP source notes:  “… let’s 
look at what the Obama-Clin-
ton policies have done nation-
ally.Their policies produced 
1.2% growth, the weakest so-
called recovery since the Great 
Depression, and a doubling 
of the national debt.“There 
are now 94.3 million Ameri-
cans outside the labor force. It 

was 80.5 million when Presi-
dent Obama took offi ce, an 
increase of nearly 14 million 
people. Home ownership is at 
its lowest rate in 51 years…
“Nearly 12 million have been 
added to the food stamp rolls 
since President Obama took 
offi ce. Another nearly 7 mil-
lion Americans were added to 
the ranks of those in poverty.

“We have the lowest la-
bor force participation rates 
in four decades. 58 percent of 
African-American youth are 
either outside the labor force 
or not employed. 1 in 5 Amer-
ican households do not have 
a single member in the labor 
force…Meanwhile, American 
households are earning more 
than $4,000 less today than 
they were sixteen years ago.”

While substantial disagree-
ment exists about the reme-
dies that should be applied to 
America’s broken economy, 
the reality that the crisis is 
real is one which has fairly 
widespread support.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

BY LYNN GERBINO
Hello all!! I hope your sum-

mer is going along swimmingly! 
Things have been pretty slow 
but I have a few things to tell 
you about.

Scams

Here are the latest scam 
calls for this year according to 
AARP Magazine...

To determine the top robo-
call scams of 2016 so far, Pin-
drop analyzed fraud calls made 
between January and June to 
more than 90,000 landline num-
bers it operates as a ‘honeypot,’ 
a security technique used to 
attract swindlers and learn 
their practices. Up to 500,000 
calls per month reached hon-
eypot phones, primarily con-
sisting of numbers previously 
dropped by customers because 
they were relocating, no longer 
wanted a landline or wanted a 
new number to stop incessant 
robocalls, explains Pindrop 
spokesman Kenneth Shuman.

The fi rst surprise in this 
comprehensive research: 
The notorious IRS impostor 
phone scam didn’t make the 
list. “I was as shocked as you,” 
Shuman tells us. “But like 
other phone scams, it ebbs and 
fl ows. And during the fi rst six 
months of 2016, other robocall 
scams were much more preva-
lent.” (Also, this report is spe-

cifi c to schemes exclusively 
starting as robocalls; threats 
by IRS impostors can be ‘live’ 
or automated.)

Ordered by rank, here are 
what Pindrop reports as the 
top robocall scams so far this 
year:

1. Google business-listing 
scam: Swindlers warn busi-
ness owners that their list-
ings on Google are out of date 
or at risk of being removed 
from the top page of search re-
sults. When the entrepreneurs 
are connected to a call center, 
fraudsters with no Google affi l-
iation promise help — for a fee 
payable by credit card. Varia-
tions of this scam include self-
described ‘search consultants’ 
for Yahoo and Bing.

2. Loan scams: These either 
promise intended victims help 
in lowering their interest rates 
(at high service fees) or threaten 
them that loans are past due, 
for a quick shakedown. Call-
ers sometimes use information 
they’ve gotten from legitimate 
online loan applications, to fool 
targets into believing they are 
the bona fi de loan provider.

3. Free vacations: If not 
used as bait to enlist targeted 
consumers to sit through a 
high-pressure sales pitch for 
a time-share or vacation club, 
fraudsters tell victims they 

need their credit card infor-
mation to pay for taxes or addi-
tional fees on their supposedly 
free R&R trip.

4. Political calls: Under the 
guise of doing political surveys 
or voter registration, scam-
mers seek personal informa-
tion that could be used for iden-
tity theft.

5. Local map verifi cation: 
The caller claims that a busi-
ness has been fl agged by online 
maps verifi cation and that per-
sonal information must be con-
fi rmed.

Rounding out the top 10 rob-
ocall scams: bogus programs 
to lower electricity bills; an 
‘important personal message’ 
that attempts to glean sensi-
tive information, often used 
by fake debt collectors; claims 
that you can lower your credit 
card interest rate; offers for a 
‘free’ home security system; 
and calls specifi cally aimed at 
seniors to pitch antiaging prod-
ucts, cemetery plots, health in-
surance and Medicare scams.”

I do think the IRA robocalls 

are still with us, though. Don’t 
be fooled.

Unionport Bridge

The NYC Department of 
Transportation, Division of 
Bridges will be making ur-
gent repairs to the underdeck 
of the Unionport Bridge over 
Westchester Creek near the 
old Whitestone Movie Theater. 
One lane will be closed in each 
direction two or three week-
nights per week between 11 p.m. 
and 5 a.m. the next morning. At 
least one lane will remain open 
to traffi c at all times. Work is 

expected to continue through 
November 18. Hopefully this 
will go well without much con-
venience to all.

Next Meeting

Our next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, September 27 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Villa Barone 
Manor. We are working on the 
guest speaker. Hopefully, it will 
be a fun night if all works out.

If you need us, call us at 
(718) 823-0327. Check outour 
Facebook page for up to date 
info,Throggs Neck Homeown-
ers Association.

BY GEORGE AMATO
To all Marines in the 

Bronx, Yankee Detachment 
will meet on Friday Septem-
ber 9, at 7 p.m. at the Sam 
Young American Legion 
Post 620. The post is located 
behind the Tremont East 
Diner at the intersection of 
Ericson Place and Wellman 
Avenue. The post number 
is (718) 822-8873. Hours are 
Wednesday 1 p.m. til, Thurs-
day 3 p.m. til, Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday, noon til. 
Come on in and pick up an 
application. More info call 
me at (929) 920-6903.

Marines, did you know - 
it’s not the stars or bars you 

have, not what you wear on 
your sleeve or shoulder that 
determines what you are, 
but what you wear on you 
collar; The Eagle, Globe and 
Anchor. That puts you in the 
Brotherhood of Marines, by 
BG Carl Mundy, USMC at the 
1984 Marine Corps birthday.

Did you know -  real he-
roes don’t wear capes. They 
wear dog tags.

Semper Fi
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Lyon Avenue residents celebrated the summer season at their fourth annual summer block party on Saturday, August 20 at Lyon Avenue between Glebe and Castle Hill avenues. The event 
featured carnival games, a bounce house and sports activities.

LYON AVE. HOSTS 4TH ANNUAL BLOCK PARTY

Several Bronxites enjoyed DiNapoli’s musical tribute to Elvis Presley at Owen Dolen Park. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Elvis impersonator Gene DiNapoli paid homage to Elvis Presley, the legendary King of Rock 
and Roll, with a live musical performance on Monday, August 15 at Owen Dolen Park. Spon-
sored by the Westchester Square Business Improvement District and Councilman James 
Vacca, the event celebrated the late legend’s life and music.  

ELVIS REMEMBERED AT WESTCHESTER SQ.

Residents, young and old, had a great time at their neighborhood’s annual summer block party. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

With summertime drawing to a close, FreshDirect helped Bronx children preparing for the 
upcoming school season by distributing 500 backpacks, book bags, notebooks and pencils 
on Saturday, August 13 in Castle Hill. Children picked up backpacks fi lled to the brim with 
school supplies made possible through funding from FreshDirect.

FRESHDIRECT BACK-TO-SCHOOL GIVEAWAY

Children got a head start on the upcoming school season thanks to FreshDirect’s generosity. 
 Photo courtesy of FreshDirect

(l-r) Angela Babaev, Dr. Rene Bouquet and AnnMarie McDon-
ald congratulated each other for earning their doctorates. 
 Photo courtesy of St. Barnabas Hospital

Three St. Barnabas nurses earned their doctorates on 
Wednesday, August 17. Dr. Rene Bouquet, Chief Certifi ed 
Registered Nurse Anesthetist and practice manager for the 
Department of Anesthesiology, received his Doctor of Nurs-
ing Practice. He was joined by Angela Babaev, Education and 
Nursing Recruitment assistant vice president, who also has a 
DNP and AnnMarie McDonald, senior vice president and chief 
quality offi cer, who has a doctorate in nursing education.

ST. BARNABAS NURSES 
EARN DOCTORATES
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Senator Rivera gave out candy to children during the celebration. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Gustavo Rivera’s Offi ce

Senator Gustavo Rivera, assembly members Victor Pichardo and Michael 
Blake and council members Ritchie Torres and Vanessa Gibson hosted 
their third annual Back-to-School Celebration on Friday, August 12 at Cro-
tona Park.

SEN. RIVERA DISTRIBUTES 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Pearly Gates Mini Summer Camp celebrated its closing day ceremony on Saturday, August 13 at Pearly Gates Playground. Sponsored by the Westchester Square-Zerega Improvement 
Organization, the event featured raffl e prizes as well as a magic and puppet show.

PEARLY GATES MINI SUMMER CAMP ENDS

Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa (front, c) met with Sandy Lask (back, r) and Pearly Gates Mini 
Summer Camp staff members and children. Photo courtesy of Sandy LuskChildren had a blast playing Nok Hockey. Photo courtesy of Sandy Lusk

Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson helped local children get ready for the upcoming academic season by distribut-
ing backpacks and other school supplies at the third annual Back-to-School Celebration on Friday, August 12 at 
Crotona Park. Pictured, Councilwoman Gibson (r) distributed brand new back-to-school items to local children
 Photo by John McCarten/NYC Council

GIBSON DISTRIBUTES BACK-TO-SCHOOL SUPPLIES

The Residence Inn by Marriott 
hosted an evening mixer on 
Wednesday, August 17 at 1776 
Eastchester Road. The event 
featured free samplings of 
Calabria Pork Store products, 
an in-door bar, outdoor patio 
and live music by Andre Veloz 
showcasing her interpreta-
tion of world music with a 
Latin Jazz fusion.

RESIDENCE INN SERVES UP SUMMER MIXER

(l-r) Emilia Cerrillo, musician Andre Veloz; Pete Parranotta, Calabria Pork Store owner; Richard Guenara, and 
Michael Ferrara, Residence Inn by Marriott front offi ce manager, had a great time at the celebration. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

• NYBG’s Edible Academy Family Garden.................71

• Nothing Lasts Forever At Andrew Freedman ........71

• Do You Remember - Rice Riggs Airship.................69

California sea lion pups 
debut at Bronx Zoo

The Wildlife Conservation 
Society’s Bronx Zoo welcomes 
the addition of two California 
sea lion pups born in June.

 The pup born to mother, 
Indy, has been identifi ed as 
a male.  Keepers have not 
yet been able to determine 
the gender of the pup born to 
Margaretta. Both have yet to 
receive their names.

 Clyde is the sire of both 
pups. He is one of two adult 
bulls that came to WCS’s 
Queens Zoo in 2013 from the 
Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife as part of a local 
wildlife management project 
in Bonneville, Ore. These are 
his fi rst offspring since arriv-

ing in New York.
 California sea lions are 

not endangered and live in 
healthy populations along the 
west coast of North America 
from Alaska to Mexico. All 
marine mammals, including 
sea lions, are protected under 
the Marine Mammal Protec-
tion Act of 1972.

 California sea lions are 
exhibited at all fi ve WCS fa-
cilities: the Bronx Zoo, New 
York Aquarium, Central Park 
Zoo, Prospect Park Zoo and 
Queens Zoo.

 The Wildlife Conservation 
Society’s Bronx Zoo is open 
daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
weekdays, 5:30 p.m. week-

ends from April to October; 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m November 
to March. Adult admission 
is $19.95, children (3-12 years 
old) $12.95, children under 
3 are free, seniors (65+) are 
$17.95. Parking is $16 for cars 
and $20 for buses. 

The Bronx Zoo is conve-
niently located off the Bronx 
River Parkway at Exit 6; by 
train via the #2 or #5 or by 
bus via the #9, #12, #19, #22, 
MetroNorth, or BxM11 Ex-
press Bus service (from Man-
hattan that stops just outside 
the gate.) 

To plan your trip, visit 
bronxzoo.com or call (718) 
367-1010. New sea lion pups at the Bronx Zoo.

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY
AREA RUG  |  24 HOUR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time 
of service. Valid at participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. 

Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Cleaning Completed By 9/15/16
Promo Code: 15NP

15% OFF
ANY CLEANING SERVICE
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SPACE DONATED BY SCHUYLER HILL FUNERAL HOME

Early dirigible was constructed in Morris Park

I was looking through Nick 
DiBrino’s book “The History 
of the Morris Park Racecourse 
and the Morris Family”  when 
I came across this photograph 
of the Rice-Riggs Airship, “The 
American Eagle.”  Joel Rice had 
been working with airships for 
years and by 1901 already had 
two patents in his name. 

 Joel Troutt Rice and John A. 
Riggs formed the Hot Springs 
Airship Company in Arkan-
sas on February 24, 1908. Rice’s 
fi rst dirigible was dubbed “The 
Arkansas Traveler” and had a 
single engine and steel frame 
to support its frame which was 
in excess of 50 feet in length.  
Steering was achieved via 
three swiveling propellers.  

It was not very successful, 
rising only about ten feet or so 
when Riggs suggested that they 
move to Morris Park which 
was already well-known for 
their work with experimental 
aircraft.

 They came to New York and 

took part in the Hudson-Fulton 
Celebration which occurred be-
tween September 25th and Oc-
tober 9, 1909.  

The celebration marked the 
350th anniversary of Henry 
Hudson’s discovery of the Hud-
son River and the centenary of  
Robert Fulton’s fi rst successful 
steam paddle wheeler. 

The exhibition was titled 
“Flying Machines in the Big 
Garden” and featured about 50 
exhibits of fl ying machines of 
every description, some tested 
and some untested.  

“The American Eagle” 
from Riggs and Rice was billed 
as “Seeing New York from 
Above.”  When it ascended 
from Madison Square Garden, 
it carried fourteen passengers 
affording them a marvelous 
view of New  York City before a 
propeller snagged a rope and it 
was forced to descend.  

 Riggs and Rice developed 
quite a reputation and built 
the largest steel-framed diri-

gible in the world here in the 
Bronx at Morris Park.  It cost 
them over $5,000 but, unfortu-
nately was destroyed in a gale. 
Joel Rice was the mechanical 
genius that developed the diri-
gible while John Riggs was the 
capitalist who kept the funding 
coming in.  

When Riggs asked for a 
greater controling interest, 

Rice balked and a law suit 
evolved effectively breaking up 
the partnership.  Riggs would 
later establish a newspaper 
which also proved successful.  

 Mentioning John A. Riggs 
(1867-1936) by the way, reminds 
me that he was a pioneer in 
woman’s suffrage. 

He was, in fact, called the 
father of women’s suffrage in 

Arkansas.  He was successful 
in almost every undertaking 
from ranching to patent medi-
cine and politics.  He served 
in the Arkansas House of Rep-
resentatives and in 1917 intro-
duced the bill granting women 
the right to vote which in turn 
led to that state’s ratifi cation of 
the Nineteenth Amendment to 
the Constitution. 

The Rice Riggs Airship, the Amerian Eagle, built at Morris Park in the old shelds. This was the biggest airship 
at the time to be built in America. John A. Riggs and Joel T. Rice, both from Hot Springs, Arkansas, came to 
Morris Park because of the talent that was assembled. The airship was 105 feet in length and weighed 1,040 lbs. 
(1909).                                              Photo courtesy of Nick DiBrino

REPRINTED FROM 8/23/2012
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On Sunday, September 25, from 
12:30 to 4:30 p.m., rain or shine, the 
New York Botanical Garden pres-
ents The Edible Academy Family Gar-
den Picnic, a festive celebration of 
organic vegetable gardening and cook-
ing set in the Ruth Rea Howell Fam-
ily Garden. This food-fi lled afternoon 
of outdoor discovery will welcome 
back special guest Chef Carla Hall, 
co-host of ABC’s The Chew, who will 
take guests on a culinary adventure 
through hands-on cooking workshops 
and a delicious picnic featuring Carla 
Hall’s Southern Kitchen chicken. Chil-
dren of all ages can get on the go with 
their Picnic Passport and enjoy a se-
lection of kitchen crafts and games, or-
ganic vegetable gardening, honey har-
vesting, apple pressing, tree climbing, 
live music, and much more.

Proceeds of the event support NY-
BG’s Edible Academy, a new initiative 
to promote nutrition and the benefi ts 
of a healthful lifestyle that will serve 
twice as many children, parents, and 
teachers (from 50,000 to 100,000) in a 
state-of-the-art complex featuring a 
LEED-certifi ed environmentally sus-
tainable building with a green roof, 
two high-tech classrooms, new display 
gardens, a teaching greenhouse, and a 
terraced amphitheater.

For more information call (718) 817-
8657 or hgries@nybg.org.

* * *

The Andrew Freedman Home 

presenst Nothing Lasts Forever, Nata-
lie Collette Wood’s fi rst solo exhibition 
at the Andrew Freedman Home, 1125 
Grand Concourse. A reception will be 
held at the gallery on Sunday, August 
28, from 4 to 6 p.m.

 Nothing Lasts Forever presents a 
series of large-scale paintings depict-
ing fanciful dreamscapes inspired by 
Natalie Collette Wood’s current home 
in the Bronx and her childhood grow-
ing up in Las Vegas. Two places that 
are deeply sentimental to the artist 
create a springboard to examine the 
decadence of the past and the sobering 
aspects of today’s economy and land-
scape. Wood’s work creates haunting 
spaces by pairing interior structures 
with chaotic landscapes to create dis-
orientating and fragmented environ-
ments that refl ect the skewed way in 
which memory and history function. 

The work takes departure from the 
Andrew Freedman Home and extends 
to the surrounding environments. 
Andrew Freedman’s will included a 
bequest to build the Home as a resi-
dence for wealthy people who had lost 
their fortunes. It fi rst opened in 1924. 

The interior and exterior of the build-
ing become the backdrop for surreal 
and mystifying spaces that the artist 
creates fi rst through handmade col-
lages and then alters digitally. Secret 
melting gardens and nearby histori-
cal structures such as the Edgar Al-
lan Poe Cottage and the Lorelei Foun-
tain transform into psychologically 
charged spaces that don’t quite make 
sense and then become disorientat-
ing and disjointed to the viewer. Wood 
creates new worlds that are falling 
apart through their own façade and 
in a state of constant change. Nothing 
Lasts Forever explores how urban and 
natural spaces interact and cohabitate 
together while celebrating the psycho-
logical and ever changing dimensions 
of memory and physical space.

Natalie Collette Wood is a cur-
rent artist-in-residence at the An-
drew Freedman Home. She has ex-
hibited her work in a number of solo 
and group shows, most recently, Swal-
lowed by Nature at the Montefi ore 
Medical Center Gallery in the Garden. 
She received her MFA from Herbert H. 
Lehman University, and her BFA from 
the School of the Art Institute of Chi-
cago. Solo exhibitions include Futuris-
tic Fossil: Natalie Collette Wood at the 
Chashama Window Gallery, NY, NY 

NYBG’s Edible Academy Family Garden; Nothing Lasts 
Forever at Andrew Freedman Home; Wave Hill events

(2015), The Green Yard Project at Mon-
tefi ore Hospital, Bronx, NY (2015), and 
Seductive Disaster, Berlin (2009). Wood 
has been included in exhibitions such 
as The AIM Biannual: Bronx Calling 
at The Bronx Museum of Art and Or-
namenting Crime at Zürcher Gallery, 
NY, NY. 

For more information, call (646) 
359-5605.

* * *

Upcoming Wave Hill events in-
clude: Saturday, September 3; Sunday, 
September 4: Family Art Project: Print 
And Fly With Monarch Butterfl ies: 
Make large-scale, printed butterfl ies. 

Saturday, September 3; Sunday, Sep-
tember 4: Garden Highlights Walk/

Saturday, September 3: Gallery 
Tour: Join Wave Hill’s Curatorial Fel-
low for a tour of Glyndor Gallery exhi-
bitions. Nature Pops! brings together 
11 artists who interpret nature and the 
environment through a populist lens. 

 Sunday, September 4: Nature Pro-
gram: Monarch Migration: Join envi-
ronmental educator Emily Nestlerode 
for a indoor presentation and a guided 
walk to search for monarch butterfl ies 
and caterpillars in the gardens. 

Wave Hill is located at 675 West 
252nd Street. For more informationo 
call  (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

Th park adjacent to P.S. 14.

BY ANDREW CHERICO
When I saw the massacre 

that took place in the park ad-
jacent to P.S. 14 it made me re-
alize that we have a very big 
problem in our community. 

With the blessing of our 
councilman, James Vacca, 
the School Construction Au-
thority cut down just about 
every tree in the park adja-
cent to the school. Those ma-
ture trees helped to protect 
our community and the chil-
dren of that school from air 
and noise pollution. It was a 
beautiful buffer between the 
school and the residents. It 
gave the children a little oa-
sis of green where they could 
hold events and learn about 
nature. It was something that 
made P.S. 14 unique and won-
derful. It was a place that was 
loved by both the school chil-
dren and the residents. It was 
something that should have 
been protected and could have 
been saved.

The saddest part about all 
of this is that if government 
was working as it should this 
probably would not have hap-
pened. The people that should 
have been partnering with us 
decided that we, the people, 
should not be part of the de-
cision making process. Our 
councilman did not want to 

partner with us. He was aware 
of the plans to do this a year 
ago but we were never notifi ed 
or asked for our opinion. 

     Dr. Ames, who should 
have been willing to hear the 
concerns of the school commu-
nity as well as the community 
at large decided that she would 
prefer that no one speak about 
such an important issue, for-
getting that we still have free-
dom of speech in this country. 
I, as well as others, called her 
offi ce repeatedly with no re-
sponse. The School Construc-
tion Authority, met with us 
after the plan was already 
completed, and was unwilling 
to negotiate any change at all. 
When Senator Jeff Klein tried 
to help us, the School Con-
struction Authority had the 
audacity to cancel meetings 
with the senator three times. 
This, I’m afraid, is abuse of 
power and it should not ever 
be tolerated.

Our community was not 
in favor of such a large exten-
sion to the school as it will cre-

ate unbearable and danger-
ous traffi c situations, but this 
was not enough to inspire our 
councilman to make sensible 
decisions. In spite of the fact 
that he overturned the deci-
sion of our community board 
and instituted an unaccept-
able traffi c plan for Tremont 
Avenue because he thought 
the situation on Tremont Av-
enue was dangerous, he chose 
to create a traffi c nightmare 
surrounding P.S. 14 which will 

put our children and residents 
in danger. How does this make 
sense? 

The P.S. 14 community and 
the residents of this commu-
nity asked for two things: that 
the extension to the school be 
smaller and that the building 
be turned so that the trees and 
our little green oasis could be 
saved. At the very least, they 
could have saved the trees. 

When abuse of power rears 
its ugly head and our politi-

cians, city agencies and govern-
ment offi cials refuse to partner 
with us, it creates a very dan-
gerous situation. We must not 
accept this. We must fi ght un-
til they see the light. All resi-
dents deserve to be heard.  And 
all politicians must know that 
their constituents are depend-
ing on them to be their voice, to 
listen and to resist doing what 
they think is best when the 
community is asking for some-
thing different.
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

 The new studio is expected to cre-
ate 400 fi lm industry jobs, according 
to the governor’s offi ce. 

“Port Morris is the perfect loca-
tion for our newest studio,” said com-
pany president Stuart Suna.  “With 
easy access to transportation, and the 
many offerings in this burgeoning 
neighborhood, as well as the incred-
ible support from the state, the city 
and the Bronx, we expect Silvercup 
North to be a big success for us, the 
productions we support, and the local 
community.”

The company received a $1.6 mil-
lion performance-based grant through 
the New York City Regional Economic 
Development Council to help fund con-
struction and equipment.  

The fi rst program to be fi lmed 
at the facility will be  ‘Time Af-
ter Time,’ a science-fi ction tinged 
ABC series from executive producer 
Kevin Williamson (‘Scream,’ ‘Daw-
son’s Creek’), who will also serve as 
a co-executive producer with Marcos 
Siega, who produced ‘Blindspot’ and 
‘The Following.’ The series is based 

Film Studio: It’s a wrap - Silvercup North opens in Port Morris
From page 1

on a 1979 novel of the same name by 
Nicholas Meyer. 

The show follows the fi ctional ex-
ploits of ‘The Time Machine’ author 
H.G. Wells,  played by Freddie Stroma 

of the Harry Potter fi lms, as he travels 
into the future in his time machine to 
hunt Jack the Ripper, played by Josh 
Bowman of ABC’s ‘Revenge.’ 

The show also stars Genesis Rodri-

guez and Regina Taylor.
“The opening of Silvercup North in 

the Bronx is further proof of the bor-
ough’s growing economy, especially as 
a new home for New York City’s iconic 
fi lm industry.  Later this year, York 
Studios, a production company sup-
ported by the City’s Industrial Devel-
opment Agency, will also open in the 
Soundview neighborhood. The New 
York City Economic Development Cor-
poration is proud to continue creating 
quality jobs across the fi ve boroughs 
and a variety of industries.”

Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Nunzio Del Greco 
called the growing fi lm industry pres-
ence in the borough “fabulous news.” 

“Anytime a prominent company 
moves into the Bronx, it’s good for 
revitalization and redevelopment. 
There’s no downside, that’s for sure.”

Del Greco said the studio would 
help property values and businesses 
in the area, much like the developing 
Mott Haven area now being given the 
trendy name Piano district, with its 
thriving restaurants and apartments.

“The Bronx isn’t the forgotten bor-
ough anymore.” He said.

Governor Cuomo, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie 
were among those on hand for the opening of Silvercup Studios North in Soundview last 
week. Photo courtesy of the Offi ce of Governor Andrew Cuomo

Farrell, now a resident of East 
Brunswick, NJ, said his uncle’s south 
Bronx roots played an important part 
in Teahan’s toughness.

He said Teahan, who lived in  Mott 

World War II soldier’s rifl e to return to the Bronx from France
From page 1 Haven on the corner of East 138st 

Street  and Alexander Avenue, grew 
up in a ‘close-knit’ Irish-American 
community.

He fondly recalled stories of how 
his uncle could sing, dance and was a 
bit of a ladies’ man.

Jim Farrell (far left), his wife Monica Farrell (second from the left), Holly Milley (second from 
the right), and U.S. Army Chief of Staff General Mark Milley (far right) honor Martin Teahan 
at his grave in Normandy, France. Photo Courtesy of Jim Farrell

“I wish he had lived so he could 
have helped me,” Farrell, who lived 
in Mott Haven until he was 10, said 
with a chuckle.

Farrell,  also said his uncle was a 
smooth talker and could talk his way 
out of almost anything.

Teahan joined the army at age 17 
in 1942, although the minimum age 
was 18.

He had to forge his deployment pa-
pers because his mother, Nora, did 
not want him joining the military.

Farrell also said his uncle was 
known to have gotten into a street 
fi ght or two.

“I think he had a rebel attitude,” 
said Farrell. “He wasn’t afraid. 
That’s what made him a tailor-made 
paratrooper.”

He noted that his own father, Mar-
tin Farrell - Teahan’s brother-in-law, 

who lived about a building away, was 
quieter and did not have a personal-
ity as outgoing as the WW2 soldier.

Teahan, born Dec, 3, 1923 died at 
the age of 20 in 1944.

Farrell said Teahan shipped out of 
New York Harbor in December 1943 
as Farrell’s mother Anne watched 
her brother leave.

According to Farrell, she gazed at 
the departing ship as it sailed over 
the horizon, knowing it was the last 
time she would ever see him.

Teahan died six months later.
The M-1 rifl e will be returned to 

the U.S. in either late November or 
early December, as soon as paper-
work is fi nalized.

According to Farrell,  the rifl e 
will be donated to the 82nd Airborne 
Division War Memorial Museum in 
Fort Bragg or The Pentagon.
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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BY LAURA AMATO
These Rams are ready to 

for the next challenge in front 
of them. 

Fordham basketball stand-
outs Ryan Rhoomes and Man-
dell Thomas both recently 
signed contracts to play pro-
fessionally in Europe next sea-
son, continuing their respec-
tive careers at the next level. 

Rhoomes will head to Saint-
Quentin Aisne in France 
while guard Mandell Thomas 
will play for BC Tartu in Es-
tonia.

“Signing a professional 
contract is a dream come true 
for me,” Rhoomes said in a re-
lease from Fordham athletics. 
“But I know none of this would 
have been possible if not for 

the opportunity that I was 
given at Fordham and I will 
forever grateful to all those at 
Fordham who helped me get to 
where I am.”

Rhoomes is fresh off a solid 
senior season in the Bronx, 
where he averaged 14.6 points 
per game and 9.7 rebounds per 
game, both team highs, while 
recording a team-best 13 dou-

bles-doubles. The forward led 
the Atlantic 10 and was sixth 
in the NCAA in fi eld goal per-
centage, connecting on just 
over 67 percent of his shots – a 
school record. 

The Queens native – who 
played his high school ball at 
Cardozo high school – wrapped 
up his college career ranked 
sixth on Fordham’s all-time 

rebounding list (936) and fi fth 
on the school’s career blocked 
shots list (146).

“Ryan Rhoomes has im-
proved as a basketball player 
at an amazing rate over the 
last 16 months,” Fordham 
head coach Jeff Neubauer 
said. “Ryan deserves this op-
portunity to compete as a pro-

“It’s crazy to see what a little bit of hard work 
and patience does for you. That’s what it’s all 
about.”
ISAIAH WASHINGTON   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82
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Rams guard Mandell Thomas will play for BC Tartu in Estonia after wrapping his career at Fordham ranked 13th on the school’s career scoring list, while also ranking fi fth in career steals.
 Photo Courtesy of Fordham Athletics

Continued on Page 82
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fessional on the basketball court. We 
are really proud of the season that 
Ryan had and the career that he will 
have.”

While Rhoomes is anxious to 
take his talent on the block overseas, 
Thomas is simply looking to continue 
his recent bounceback after being 
hampered by injuries last season. 

The 6-foot-2 guard still managed to 
hit his stride on the court, however, 
averaging 12.3 ppg and 3.6 rpg while 
also recording 54 steals and 50 assists. 
He walked away from the program as 
13th on the Fordham’s career point list 
(1,385) while also ranking fi fth in ca-
reer steals (198) and eighth in career 
three-pointers made (164). 

Thomas also led the A-10 in assists 
during both his junior and senior sea-
sons and was second in the league in 

steals during his fi nal season on the 
hardwood. Now, he’s ready to test his 
skills overseas. 

“I’m excited to fi nally begin my pro-
fessionally career in Estonia with my 
new team,” Thomas said. “I know it’ll 
be a bit of an adjustment at fi rst, but 
I’m looking forward to it and happy to 
be continuing my basketball career. I 
am thankful to everyone at Fordham 
for helping me lay a foundation to build 
off of moving forward. I wish everyone 
nothing but the best.”

Both Rhoomes and Thomas will 
be missed on the court this season as 
the Rams boast just one senior on this 
year’s roster. Fordham returns to ac-
tion on November 11, taking on East 
Tennessee State University before the 
home opener at Rose Hill Gym against 
New York Institute of Technology on 
November 14. 

Fordham hoops duo sign pro 
contracts, set to play in Europe

from Page 81

Fordham big-man Ryan Rhoomes averaged 14.6 ppg and 9.7 rpg during his senior season 
and now the former Cardozo High School star is ready to take his hardwood talents over-
seas. Photo Courtesy of Fordham Athletics

BY LAURA AMATO
Years from now, Isaiah Washington 

will think back to this summer and re-
member – this was the moment every-
thing changed. 

The St. Raymond’s guard had been 
courting interest from a handful of Di-
vision I programs after a successful ju-
nior year last season, but over the last 
few months the Ravens star has be-
come a sensation. 

He’s picked up dozens of offers, 
competed on the AAU circuit and at 
big-name camps and, on August 20, ce-
mented himself as one of the top play-
ers in the country with a dominant per-
formance in the Under Armour Elite 
24 game at Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

“It’s crazy to see to see what a little 
bit of hard work and patience does for 
you,” Washington said. “That’s what 
it’s all been about.”

Washington wasn’t originally 
slated to compete in the game, but fans 
across the city rallied on his behalf 
and when a roster spot opened up, the 
senior made sure he deserved to be in 
the game. 

He racked up a game-high 36 points 
– just two shy of Lance Stephenson’s 
record – and was named a game MVP, 
despite playing for the losing squad. 

“Nobody’s ever going to count me 
out again,” Washington said. “There 
was a bit of a chip on my shoulder. I 
just wanted to prove everybody that 
they were wrong for not putting me in 
the game in the fi rst place.”

Washington’s on-court exploits lit 
up social media throughout the na-
tionally televised event and the stand-
ing-room-only crowd at Pier 2 roared 
every time he touched the ball. 

The fans were particularly im-
pressed with Washington’s one-on-one 
matchup with Trevon Duval, one of the 
top point guards in the country. 

“{Duval is] a good player and a good 

friend of mine also,” Washington said. 
“But on the court, there aren’t any 
friends, so we just had to go at it.”

While Washington was anxious for 
the competition the game presented, 
he also relished the opportunity to 
play one more game with Sidney Wil-
son. 

The former St. Raymond’s forward 
announced his decision to transfer to 
Brewster Academy in New Hampshire 
earlier this summer. The Elite 24 game 
was another chance for the duo to play 
together and a moment Washington 
enjoyed just as much as being named 
to the roster. 

“That’s like my brother out there 
and it’s going to be tough not having 
him around,” Washington said. “But 
I know he’s got to do what he’s got to 
do.”

Washington played with a bit of a 
chip on his shoulder throughout the 
event, but he also knows that compet-
ing in the game is a sign of everything 
he’s been able to accomplish over the 
last few years. 

The Elite 24 game features a hand-
ful of big-name alums, including Wash-
ington Wizards point guard John Wall 
and Charlotte Hornets point guard 
Kemba Walker as well as Cleveland 
Cavaliers stars Tristan Thompson and 
Kyrie Irving. 

Washington is hoping to, eventu-
ally, had his name to that list. 

“After all that hard work all of us 
have put in, we’re getting recognized,” 
he said. “We’re just grateful for that 
kind of opportunity.”

Before he starts planning his NBA 
career, Washington is keeping his 
goals a bit closer to home. For now, all 
he’s worried about is bringing St. Ray-
mond’s a city title this season. 

“I can’t wait for the season to start,” 
Washington said. “I’m just trying to 
lead us to a title.”

St. Ray’s star shines 
on national stage

St. Raymond’s guard Isaiah Washington (2) wasn’t originally slated to play in the Under 
Armour Elite 24 game, but senior made good use of the opportunity, scoring a game-high 
36 points. AP Photo/Gregory Payan
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Velocity Track Club New 
York Awards Outing was awe-
some!  This year, instead of go-
ing to FDR State Park in York-
town Heights NY, we took the 
recommendation of our Fund-
raiser Coordinator Vette Swift 
to try the Barretto Park in the 
Hunts Point area of the Bronx, 
NY.  This was a great choice, 
a lovely park, family friendly 
with a Floating Pool.  The chil-
dren enjoyed the playgrounds, 
sprinklers and fl oating pool.  
This is a hidden diamond in 
the Bronx that we truly appre-
ciate utilizing!    

Every year, Velocity Track 
Club New York has an award 
ceremony and gives each child 
a trophy that completed the 
entire year of attending prac-
tice and track meets.  It takes 
a lot of commitment to prac-
tice 3 – 4 days per week, attend 
track meets or practice on the 
weekend for 10 months out 
of the year, while maintain-
ing your academic responsi-
bilities.    Plus, we give special 
awards (trophies) to the female 
and male Most Valuable Ath-
lete, Most Improve Athlete and 
Most Promising Athlete.  Then, 
I personally give a volunteer 
the Winston Dinkins Award, 
this award (plague) goes to the 
volunteer that I believe went 
beyond their normal duties to 
advance our children and orga-

nization.  All of our volunteers 
perform great work, but there 
is always one who standouts 
that I believe deserve some ad-
ditional recognition. 

The coaches review and dis-
cuss the athlete’s statics from 
throughout season to make 
a decision for the athlete’s 
awards.   

For the 2015 – 2016 sea-
sons: our Most Promising Ath-
letes (9 years old & younger) 
goes to (female) Brianna Bur-
rell & (male) Dillon Hampton.  
Most Improve Athletes: (fe-
male) Hannah Gadpaille / Ti-

arra Jackson & (male) Pierce 
Parker.  Most Valuable Ath-
lete: (female) Olivia Burrell & 
(male) Dontae Lindo. 

Congratulation athletes! 
Continue to work hard and 
hopefully we will see you’re 
performing at the 2024 Olym-
pics. 

This year’s Winston Din-
kins Award went to Coach 
Destry Gordon.  Coach Gordon 
attends every practice, 4 days 
per week and track meets or 
practice on the weekends.  He 
also, works with our athletes 
that need extra or special at-

tention outside of our regu-
lar practices.  When his son 
Darius Gordon injured him-
self playing basketball and 
couldn’t participate in track for 
months, Coach Gordon would 
go to work, attend to his son 
in the hospital and still make 
practice.  Most volunteers, will 
help out because their child 
is on the team, Coach Gordon 
just wants to mentor children 
and advance our organization.  
Every year, the Fathers of Ve-
locity Track Club would host 
the Mother’s with food & soft 
drinks. This year Coach Gor-

don, step up and ensure we had 
the best outing for the Moth-
ers ever.  Thank you Coach 
Gordon, may God continue to 
Bless you, Charlotte and your 
family, so you can continue to 
be blessing to others!  

We also submitted a plague 
to Andre Jackson.  Andre was 
our web site / face book coor-
dinator. Due to personal rea-
sons, the Jackson family had 
to leave the team.  For many 
years Andre volunteer his time 
to maintain our web site and 
face book page.   He is probably 
best known for the Face book 
page VelocityTC.  He started 
the page and now we have 
over 400 friends.  Andre used 
to video tape every sprint race 
and posts them on our Face 
book page.  This was an excel-
lent tool for the coaches to ana-
lyze our athletes performance.  
He was a great role model and 
mentor for our children.   We 
will truly miss the Jackson 
Family (Samantha, Andre, Do-
minique and Danielle).  God 
Bless Your!!!

Velocity Track Club New 
York is a 501C3 Non for profi t.  
100% of your donation will go 
to help our children.  For addi-
tional information, you can go 
to our web site Velocitytrack.
org or contact me, Coach Win-
ston Dinkins at 914-441-6196 or 
via email at watclt@aol.com. 

(left to right) Coach Kendall Jackson, Coach Destry Gordon and Mr. Andre Jackson  

Velocity Track Club New York Awards

BY LAURA AMATO
Dolph Ziggler isn’t a villain – he 

just occasionally plays one on TV.
In real life, however, Ziggler – 

whose real name is Nick Nemeth – just 
wants to make a few kids smile. The 
long-time WWE Superstar did just 
that on Aug. 17, joining some of his fel-
low in-ring standouts, as well as WWE 
Chief Brand Offi cer Stephanie McMa-
hon, for a visit at the Children’s Hospi-
tal at Montefi ore in Norwood. 

For those few hours Ziggler and his 
fellow Superstars weren’t bigger-than-
life fi gures. They were normal people, 
simply looking to let a few kids feel like 
kids if only for a few hours. 

“The kids are having fun, luckily, 
they’re happy to see us. And, as always, 
we’re happy to see them,” Ziggler said. 
“Any time we get to be in a city for a 
few days, we get chance to give back to 
the community and it’s very cool for 
us, not just to be here but to actually 

see some kids. Our entire job is put-
ting smiles on kids faces and this is 
one of our favorite things to do.”

The WWE Superstars – which also 
included Darren Young, Zack Ryder 
and NXT star Bayley – and McMahon 
were in the city throughout the week 
ahead of the SummerSlam pay-per-
view event at Barclays Center on Aug. 
21. The event offered the stars a rare 
opportunity to stay in one location for 
several days in a row – often the RAW 
and SmackDown rosters are in a dif-
ferent city from day to day – and the 
wrestlers made sure to put that time to 
good use. 

“We’re on the road about 280 days 
a year. So when it comes to things like 
SummerSlam and WrestleMania, I’m 
in those cities for almost as long as I’m 
home the entire year,” Ziggler said. 

“So when you’re in somewhere 
where you can settle down for a few 
days, that’s when you get a chance to 

walk around, check out the city and 
we do a couple of charity events,” he 
added. “It’s very cool and fun, reward-
ing to us. We’re giving back to these 
fans that give so much to us all year 
round.”

Of course, the WWE has long had a 
reputation of giving back to communi-
ties around the country, spearhead by 
McMahon’s own philanthropic efforts. 

“To me the opportunity to give 
back is what life is all about. I feel bet-
ter, personally, about myself when I 
am giving,” McMahon said. “It really 
is the circle of life. I’ve been very fortu-
nate in my life and I have the opportu-
nity to give back and impact other peo-
ple lives – that’s something I take very, 
very seriously, as does the WWE.”

McMahon and her husband Paul 
“Triple H” Levesque started their 
own charity, “Connor’s Cure” in 2014 
to support pediatric brain and spi-
nal cord cancer research, in honor of 

8-year-old WWE fan Connor Michalek 
and the foundation has since raised 
over $1 million in research. 

As far as McMahon is concerned, 
that work is far more important than 
anything she’s ever done in the ring. 

“It’s the best part of our job,” she 
said. “Our company has such scale and 
reach. We reach so many people over 
all the world. And that’s a responsibil-
ity that we have to then give positive 
messages to all those that we reach.”

In addition to one-on-one moments 
with the kids, the WWE stars also 
spent time in the hospital itself, walk-
ing from room to room to meet with 
children who couldn’t come out to the 
general common area. 

It was, at times, a bit overwhelming 
– even for these superstars who spend 
their nights throwing their bodies 
around the ring – but seeing the smiles 
on every child’s face was enough. They 
may be bigger than life personalities, 
but for those few hours, the WWE Su-
perstars were simply people looking to 
make a difference. 

“I’m sitting down here with these 
kids and we’re coloring in wrestling 
masks,” Ryder said. “It’s just awesome. 
They may watch us on TV, but we’re 
just normal people too and we’re just 
here to hang out for them.”

WWE superstars make time for the 
community ahead of SummerSlam
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High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes
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Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes
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For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 

Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 

our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

1200 Waters Place, Suite M108 • Bronx, NY 10461
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