
BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Plans to build a shelter for 

homeless New Yorkers with HIV 
were abandoned earlier this week 
after vocal opposition from neigh-
bors and elected offi cials.

The renovation of an empty 
warehouse located at 4747 Bronx 
Boulevard would have created tem-
porary housing for approximately 
90 people at a time.

“From the board’s perspective, 
we’re very, very happy,” said Com-
munity Board 12 district manager 
George Torres after the announce-
ment was made Monday morning.

Torres credited the community 
for making its voice heard to both 
elected offi cials and City Hall. 

A statement released by Coun-
cilman Andrew Cohen, Assembly-
man Jeff Dinowitz and Congress-
man Eliot Engel Monday morning 
praised the mayor’s offi ce and city 
leadership for listening to resi-
dents.

“Now we must all work to en-
sure nothing inappropriate is ever 
brought to that site,” Dinowitz 
stated.

In that same statement, Depart-
ment of Social Services Commis-
sioner Steve Banks explained the 
city had determined the location 
was not a viable location for a tem-
porary residence or a shelter facil-
ity.

“We thank Speaker (Carl) 
Heastie, Council Member Cohen, 
Assembly Member Dinowitz, Con-
gress Member Engel and their 
staffs for working collaboratively 
with the administration and we 
look forward to identifying alterna-
tive uses that will effectively meet 
the community’s needs,” Banks 
stated.

Banks could not be reached 
for further comment. Calls to the 
NYC Department of Social Ser-

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Bronx community leaders and 

residents got a chance to speak 
to Mayor Bill de Blasio during a 
Town Hall at Villa Barone Manor 
on Wednesday, August 10. 

The mayor touched on issues 
such as homelessness, Council-

man James Vacca’s ‘road diet’ 
plan and the Rodman’s Neck po-
lice shooting range.

Lisa Soren, executive director 
of the Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District, asked 
Mayor de Blasio to address the 
infl ux of mentally ill homeless 

people into the shopping area 
She wondered if there was a 

way to make sure patients com-
ing from state mental health 
facilities were not left on the 
street.

She also accused the city of 
having a “hands off” approach 
when it comes to addressing 
homelessness in the Bronx.

De Blasio took issue with So-
ren’s “hands off” comments and 
said the NYPD and the mayor’s 
offi ce are working on the Bronx’ 
homeless issue.

The mayor pointed specifi -
cally to the NYPD’s commitment 

to removing encampments in the 
Bronx. 

Bronx Commander Larry 
W. Nikunen said as recently as 
April the NYPD removed an en-
campment in  Pelham Bay Park.

He said 45th Precinct captain 
Danielle Raia led her offi cers as 
they they addressed a homeless 
encampment, offered them resi-
dence and substance abuse help, 
then dislodged them.

Nikunen said this is the pro-
cess for every encampment the 
NYPD encounters. 

In addition, once they clear 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A longtime fi xture in the 

Throggs Neck community who 
was one the neighborhood’s his-
torians was posthumously hon-
ored with a street co-naming. 

Dill Place and Revere Avenue 
was co-named in Bill Twomey’s 
memory and a sign was unveiled 
in his honor at a ceremony that 
brought together family and 
friends on Saturday, August 13. 

Twomey, the Bronx Times 
Reporter’s ‘Do You Remember’ 
columnist for three decades and 
a book author, was remembered 
for his analytical mind and for 
his being an inspiration and men-
tor to other people who wanted to 
know more about Throggs Neck 
and the borough’s history. 

The co-founders of the Bronx 
Times Reporter, John Collazzi 
and Michael Benedetto attrib-
uted the paper’s early success 
to Bill’s popular columns which 
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Bronx Times 
columnist honored

STREET CO-NAMED FOR 
HISTORIAN, TWOMEY

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Councilman James Vacca and Carol Twomey with the street sign honoring late-local 
historian Bill Twomey. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

De Blasio holds
Town Hall meeting

N. Bronx HIV 
facility nixed 
after public 

outcry



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Morris Heights Health Center celebrated 

the completion of  $2 million in renovations 
that should help in its delivery of community-
based health care. 

The community-based health center had 
a lot to celebrate at a ceremony on Thursday, 
August 11. 

Councilman Fernando Cabrera was on 
hand to cut the ribbon.

The renovations were funded by $1.5 mil-
lion in NYC Council Bronx delegation money 
and over $500,000 from Cabrera in capital im-

provement funding, according to the council-
man. 

Gabriel Vonleh, MHHC president, said 
that Cabrera was instrumental in securing 
funding from the city council, and said the 
councilman had come to the aid of the medi-
cal center when MHHC asked for help. 

“What they have done is to change the 
entire look and feel of the atrium and some 
of our exam rooms, and Vonleh. “They have 
brought positive success to this community, 
bringing (MHHC) to the level of any high end 
medical center.”

In the ceremony celebrating the occasion, 
Cabrera said that MHHC was a beacon of hope 
in the community. 

“It (now) looks like a very welcoming, 
inviting family health center right here on 
Burnside,” said the councilman.

He added: “These upgrades greatly im-
prove the quality of care provided to this com-
munity.” 

Among the improvements to MHHC was 
second and third fl oor upgrades to all patient 
exam rooms, renovations to an atrium, as well 
as new ceiling tiles, fl ooring and sinks. 

They also include a new waiting area and 
fi re alarm system, as well as improved air 
conditioning and ventilation, energy effi cient 
lighting and asbestos abatement. 

The celebration of the upgrades coincided 
with National Health Center Week, which was 
recognized at several points in the program. 

As part of the week dedicated to recogniz-
ing the contributions of community based 
healthcare providers, Senator Gustavo Rivera 
presented a proclamation celebrating MHHC 
as part of the weeklong celebration. 

The senator said that MHHC is a long-
standing community center that is federally 
qualifi ed to provide health care, and that the 
organization is “engrained in the commu-
nity.” 

 “The difference between (MHHC) and 
other types of organizations like hospitals, for 
example, is that they are based in the commu-
nity, they are operated by people in the com-
munity, (and) they understand community is-

sues,” said Rivera, adding that people can get 
affordable and quality health care at MHHC. 

Orlando Roboredo gave MHHC a procla-
mation from the mayor’s offi ce. Roboredo is 
Americorps program manager for the Com-
munity Health Care Association of New York 
State. 

MHHC’s LEAP Awards were presented 
to employees who exemplify the community 
health center movement. 

Award winners were Merril Alexander, 
Jonelle Chang, Tommy Chen, Justine Flores, 
Heidi Kolman, Kay-Ann Lawrence, Kimberly 
Lopez, Dr. N’Gadie Kamara-Taylor, Johnny 
Urena and Amy Xu.  
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AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in 
AgeWell New York depends on contract renewal. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare 
Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
H4922_AWNY_4002_AS16_FILE & USE 04152016

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044 
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220Contact us for eligibility and enrollment.

info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

Our high quality and affordable Medicare Advantage and Long Term Care plan options include:

Medicare Advantage Plans  Designed to meet the needs of  
individuals with Medicare and those with both Medicare and Medicaid. 
We have a variety of plan options and a large network of quality doctors 
and providers in the communities where you live.

Managed Long Term Care Plans  Health and long term care services at  
home or in the community for those who are chronically ill or disabled.

Seriously, choosing a  
health plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier. 

MHHC celebrates $2M renovation

Senator Gustavo Rivera presents Gabriel Vonleh 
(l), MHHC president and CEO, a proclamation cel-
ebrating National Health Center Week, which ran 
from Sunday, August 7 to Saturday, August 13.
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Gabriel Vonhleh, Morris Heights Health Center CEO and Councilman Fernando Cabrera (c) cut the rib-
bon on $2 million in renovations at MHHC funded through the City Council and the councilman. The 
ceremony was held on Thursday, August 11. Photo by Edwin Soto
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Third Annual
GOLF CLASSIC

MICHAEL BENEDETTO’S

Thursday, September 15, 2016
Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf Courses
11am: Registration & Lunch 1:00pm Golf Start

Dinner and Awards Reception
To Follow Golf

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
For More Information

Please Call 917-224-8195 Or Email korres@gmail.com

ASSEMBLYMAN
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vices were directed to NYC 
Department of Human Re-
sources Deputy Commis-
sioner David Neustadt. A 
message left at Neustadt’s 
offi ce Monday was not im-
mediately returned.

A public forum was held 
by Dinowitz and Cohen June 
27 in which residents voiced 
concerns about what they 
saw as a proliferation of shel-
ters and facilities aimed at 
high-risk populations in the 
northern part of the bor-
ough. 

Four blocks from the 
planned facility is Ana’s 
House, formerly known as 
the Project Renewal home-
less shelter, which houses 
roughly 100 single men. The 
facility is named for Ana 
Charle, a facility director 
who was shot and killed by 
a former shelter resident in 
April 2015. 

Another homeless shel-
ter, Muller Center, is planned 
at a location just around the 
block that would house an-
other 200 single men.

Torres said the avail-
ability of  cheap property 

in Wakefi eld makes it an 
attractive location to place 
special-needs facilities. 

“In my district, to say 
we’re oversaturated would 
woefully underestimate the 
issue,” he said. 

Torres said the project 
was not only inappropriate 
for the location, but was in 
violation of the building’s 
current manufacturing zon-
ing designation.      

The planned project was 
a not-for-profi t facility with 
a sleeping area component 
that would have been run by 
the non-profi t Communilife. 
That would have required 
a residential zoning status, 
Torres argued.  

“You cannot have a resi-
dential use in a manufactur-
ing zone,” he said.

Torres said the city 
needed to more evenly dis-
tribute such facilities in 
other parts of the city.

“There really is no vision 
on what to do with the home-
less, and that’s a shame,” he 
said.

The Bronx Boulevard 
building is owned by Daniel 
Turkel, according to public 

records. A building permit 
was fi led in April for his con-
tracting fi rm, Liberty One 
Construction, to renovate 
and convert the existing 
structure into a transient 
hotel with accessory offi ce 
space. 

Torres said presenting 
the facility as a hotel was an 
attempt to circumvent the 
zoning regulations. Work 
seemed to be moving ahead 
at the site in spite of the re-
cent decision, Torres said.

“Hopefully they’re build-
ing a Hilton or a Marriott,” 
he joked.

This past Tuesday a 
small bulldozer could be 
seen inside the building 
moving concrete debris out 
of the building. 

Turkel declined to com-
ment on the nature of the on-
going site work when asked.

“I don’t know what you’re 
talking about,” Turkel said 
before hanging up.

Calls to Communilife 
spokesperson Illyse Kaplan 
and chief operating offi cer 
Michael O’Donnell for com-
ment Monday were not re-
turned by press time.

N. Bronx HIV facility nixed
From page 1

fi rst appeared  in 1982.
“Shortly after meeting 

Bill I was amazed that he 
had an endless number of 
snippets about local nos-
talgia at his fi ngertips, 
Collazzi said. 

“He eagerly accepted 
an offer to write a col-
umn called ‘Throggs 
Neck Memories’. That col-
umn endeared the upstart 
newspaper to thousands of  
readers. Bill almost single-
handedly insured the pa-
per’s success,” the former 
publisher noted.

“Bill was a fi xture in 
Throggs Neck,” said Vacca. 
“There were very few 
things in Throggs Neck 
that Bill was not connected 
to in a very positive way…
by naming the street, I am 
putting Bill Twomey into 
the history books.” 

Twomey, along with the 
late John McNamara were 
Throggs Neck’s histori-

ans.  
In addition to history, 

Twomey was an activist, 
volunteering at local orga-
nizations, said Vacca. 

These included Star of 
the Sea Cadets, Throggs 
Neck Home Owners Asso-
ciation and St. Frances de 
Chantal Church. 

He also worked for the 
NY Yankees as a tour guide 
at the old stadium.

Twomey was a founder 
of the East Bronx History 
Forum, said the organi-
zation’s president Rich-
ard Vitacco, stating that 
Twomey’s newspaper col-
umn was an inspiration in 
his own research. 

Vitacco was selected by 
Twomey to assume EBHF’s 
leadership before he passed 
in 2014, and offered ‘words 
of wisdom’ after the two 
fi rst met in 2005, he said. 

“He inspired me to delve 
into history,” said Vitacco, 
adding “I am grateful that 

he saw the potential in me 
to nominate me to become 
president of the history fo-
rum.” 

Longtime Twomey 
friend Tom Casey said 
he fi rst became aware of 
Bill Twomey through his 
Bronx Times column. 

Twomey’s vision for 
the EBHF, which meets 
monthly at the Hunting-
ton Free Library, was to 
bring historical scholar-
ship closer to the eastern 
part of the borough. 

He spread his knowl-
edge of his subjects 
through lectures, walk-
ing tours and presen-
tations that the EBHF 
today continues, said 
Casey.

A scholarship essay 
contest about local his-
tory for youth is being 
established in Twomey’s 
memory, with details to 
follow, said Casey. 

The late historian’s 
wife Carol said that the 
street honor trills her 
and the entire family. 

“The history of the 
Bronx was very near 
and dear to his heart,” 
she said. “We couldn’t 
be happier that he is be-
ing immortalized in his-
tory.” 

Twomey was a proud 
graduate of Cardinal 
Hayes High School.

His working career 
was spent as a fi eld inves-
tigator with Con Edison. 
His analytical and logi-
cal approach to matters 
was always about getting 
the facts right, his wife 
said.

“I always marveled 
at his mind and how he 
thought about things,” 
she said, adding “I was 
impressed by his magnif-
icent ability to think.” 

Street co-named for historian 
Twomey, Bronx Times columnist

Family and friends of Bill Twomey join Councilman James Vacca 
in unveiling the street sign honoring him on Saturday, August 13.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

from Page 1

A proposed homeless shelter originally slated for 4747 Bronx Boulevard has been given the axe follow-
ing strong community opposition.                            Community News Group 
/ Arthur Cusano
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
A Bronx rescue shelter 

is trying to place 11 dogs 
after they were discov-
ered, as part of a larger 
group of 22 dogs, living in 
a car.

NYPD police officers 
recovered the dogs on 
Monday, August 8 in Pel-
ham Bay from inside an 
old Mercedes Benz sports-
utility vehicle.

The dogs belonged to a 
homeless veteran who has 
since been sent to a facil-
ity to determine her men-
tal state.

Regina Galente, co-
owner of the pet shelter 
Adore-a-Bullie Paws and 
Claws, discovered the 
dogs’ living arrangement 
near the end of July.

She and her friend 
Monsie were coming out 
of a local shop when they 
spotted the dogs in the ve-
hicle on a hot day.

Galente said her friend 
realized the woman was 
homeless and living in the 
car with the dogs.

Galente said they tried 
to help the woman but she 
was paranoid and refused 
their help.

Instead, the shelter 
owner gave the woman her 
phone number and told 
her to call if she needed 
help.

By this time, she 
learned, the 45th Precinct 
was already aware of the 
situation but could not lo-
cate the woman because 
she was constantly mov-
ing the car.

According to Galente, 
a few days after her ini-
tial encounter with the 
woman, the woman called 
her because one of the 
dogs was really sick.

The dog, a small chi-
huahua, had some of its 
intestines hanging out of 
its rectum.

“Please let me take the 
dog, trust me,” Galente re-
called pleading with the 
woman.

Galente was able to get 
the dog to Petchester Veti-
narians at which the chi-
huahua received surgery 
and fluids.

Despite, Galente’s help 
the dog owner was still 
not willing to give up her 

dogs.
It wasn’t until last Mon-

day. that members of the 
community recognized 
the van and called the 
NYPD to save the dogs.

Galente said she re-
ceived a call from Inspec-
tor Danielle Raia of the 
45th Precinct to help with 
the recovery.

After the recovery, the 
dogs were bathed, checked 
by a vet and fed. 

According to Galente, 
she took in 11 of the dogs 
and the others went to 
Bobbi and the Strays Ani-
mal Adoption Center in 

Long Island.
Galente said if anyone 

is interested in adopting a 
dog they should email the 
shelter at adoreabullie@
gmail.com.

She said having a large 
amount of dogs can be “a 
burden on a small rescue 
facility” so the shelter is 
looking forward to hear-
ing from interested par-
ties.

The age of the dogs 
range from 1 to 3 years old 
and includes the chihua-
hua, a german shepard, 
chi/shitzu mixes, a cava-
lier mix and pitbulls.

22 dogs found living with 
homeless veteran in SUV

A few of the dogs recovered by the NYPD on Monday, August 8. 
 Photo Courtesy of Regina Galente



BY ROBERT WIRSING
A devastating blaze in 

Wakefi eld left eight fami-
lies homeless and injured 
three fi refi ghters last 
week. 

According to a FDNY 
spokesman, on Tuesday, 
August 9 at 12:33 p.m., a 
four-alarm fi re was raging 
at 636 E. 235th Street.

Fourty FDNY units and 
over 170 fi refi ghters re-
sponded to the scene.

The second fl oor blaze 
started at the two-story 
home’s rear wall and 
spread to four neighbor-
ing buildings before being 
brought under control two 
hours later.

No civilians were in-
jured, however three fi re-
fi ghters were hurt combat-
ing the blaze. There were 
no fatalities.

Firefi ghter Patrick 
Morello, 34, with 11 years 
of service, suffered heat 
stroke after attempting to 
prevent the fi re’s spread on 
the roof. He was rushed to 
Jacobi Medical Center in 
critical, but stable condi-

tion.
Firefi ghter Joseph 

Brady, 51, with 17 years 
of service, suffered heat 
stroke and a heart attack. 
He was taken to Jacobi in 
critical, but stable condi-
tion.

Lieutenant Joseph Mar-
torell, 54, with 26 years of 
service, was treated at Ja-
cobi for serious burn inju-

ries.
The FDNY said a fourth 

fi refi ghter was injured 
while traveling to the 
scene.

Responding fi refi ghter 
Sean O’Rourke, 44, with 14 
years of service, suffered a 
critical arm injury en route 
from Queens to the Bronx.

At 3:44 p.m., O’Rourke’s 
ladder truck struck a train 

pillar at Westchester Av-
enue and Waters Place, 
crushing his arm between 
the vehicle and the pillar. 

He underwent surgery 
at Jacobi and is receiving 
continued treatment.

As of Tuesday, August 
16, Brady and Martorell 
have been released from 
the hospital while Morello 
and O’Rourke remain hos-

pitalized, the FDNY said.
Fire marshals de-

termined the blaze was 
caused by children play-
ing with fi re on a stovetop 
inside 636 E. 235th Street.

Michael de Vupillieres, 
American Red Cross New 
York Greater Region com-
munications offi cer, said 
the American Red Cross 
provided eight displaced 

families consisting of 19 
adults and seven children 
with emergency funds to 
help them get through the 
next few days.

A NYC Department of 
Buildings spokesman said 
the agency issued a full va-
cate order to 636 and 634 E. 
235th Street and a partial 
vacate order to 638 E. 235th 
Street for the second fl oor 
and backyard.

He said 636 E. 235th 
Street received heavy fi re 
and water damage to its 
roof and rear wall, 638 and 
634 E. 235th Street sus-
tained damage to the roof 
and fi re and water dam-
age throughout the build-
ing and both 632 and 630 
E. 235th Street suffered 
minor water and fi re dam-
age.

“My offi ce will work 
with the American Red 
Cross, Community Board 
12 and the Wakefi eld com-
munity to see how we can 
help the victims in the af-
termath of this devastat-
ing fi re,” said Councilman 
Andrew Cohen.
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Blaze displaces 8 families; 4 fi refi ghters hurt

Eleven year veteran fi refi ghter 
Patrick Morello is listed in se-
rious, but stable condition at 
Jacobi Medical Center after 
suffering heat stroke. 
 Photo courtesy of the FDNY

Seventeen year veteran fi re-
fi ghter Joseph Brady was re-
leased from the hospital after 
recovering from a heart attack 
and heat stroke. 
 Photo courtesy of the FDNY

Twenty-six year veteran lieu-
tenant Joseph Martorell was 
treated and released after sus-
taining serious burn injuries. 
 Photo courtesy of the FDNY

Fourteen year veteran fi re-
fi ghter Sean O’Rourke, listed in 
serious, but stable condition, 
underwent surgery at Jacobi 
Medical Center. 
 Photo courtesy of the FDNY

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It looks like a proposed road-

way project that has stirred up a 
community is a fait d’comple. 

One of the most fervent oppo-
nents of the ‘road diet’ plan that 
would reduce the number of travel 
lanes on East Tremont Avenue 
between Waterbury Avenue and 
Bruckner Boulevard advocated for 
quashing the plan at a town hall 
meeting with the mayor at Villa 

Barone Manor on Wednesday, Au-
gust 10. 

Despite advocacy by merchant 
John Cerini, both the mayor and 
Councilman James Vacca, who 
hosted the meeting along with sev-
eral community groups, said that 
they were in favor of the road diet 
plan. The plan would also create a 
dedicated left turn lane and new 
pedestrian markings at Whitte-
more Street.

DOT offi cials said at the meet-
ing that they expect the lane 
change to be implemented by Sep-
tember.  

Community Board 10 rejected 
the plan developed by the NYC 
Department of Transportation in 
2015, but Vacca moved the plan 
along after the fatality of a cyclist 
in June.   

“We think this will save lives 
and protect people,” said the 
mayor. 

The councilman said that the 
group opposing the plan, by word-
of mouth and robo-calls, had 
spread misinformation.  

“I thought that we handled 
it well by telling the truth about 
what it is,” said Vacca, stressing 
that if for any reason the plan did 
not work, it could be reexamined. 

“This is only paint (on the 
street),” said the councilman. 

Cerini acknowledged that the 
‘road diet’ protest comprised of 
members of the Throggs Neck 
Merchants, Throggs Neck Home 
Owners Association and Water-

bury LaSalle Community Associa-
tion, fell short. 

“While I can appreciate and re-
spect that they feel they are doing 
right by the community, part of 
doing what is right by the commu-
nity is for them to listen to the con-
stituents and have a discussion…
instead of arbitrarily making a de-
cision,” said Cerini

Activist John Marano, who also 
opposes the DOT plan, said that 
the town hall did not offer much of 
a chance to share concerns regard-
ing the lane reduction plan beyond 

an exchange between Cerini, the 
councilman and the mayor. 

“I think we are all in agree-
ment that something defi nitely 
needs to be done along this part of 
East Tremont Avenue, and I just 
don’t think the road diet is the way 
to go,” said Marano. 

“(It’s) removing a needed lane 
from each side of the roadway 
away from us; it not only affects 
our businesses, but also our qual-
ity of life.” 

Critics decry unpopular road plan

The contours of East Tremont Avenue between Waterbury Avenue and Bruckner 
Boulevard has been something that has long been discussed during the dialogue 
on the ‘road diet.’ Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

A wide intersection at Whittemore Street and East Tremont Avenue will likely see 
new road markings at the pedestrian crossings. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Cycle Adirondacks is the fi rst fully supported annual 
road bike tour of the Adirondack Park.

Start/Finish Location: Hadley-Lake Luzerne, NY
Mileage: 60-65 miles per day average

options for 198 to 426 miles

Registration Costs:
Week Riders: $1,495

Adventure Travel Program and Junior Riders (under 18): $995
3-/4-day Riders: $645 (SOLD OUT)

3-/4-day Junior Riders (under 18): $545 (SOLD OUT)
3-/4-day Adventure Travelers: $495 (SOLD OUT)

REGISTER ONLINE @
cycleadirondacks.com
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
City and borough offi cials 

broke ground on Tuesday, August 
16 on new upgrades to Pelham Bay 
Park, including new fi tness equip-
ment and a nature walk.

NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver, said the proj-
ect “will improve the recreational 
space here in Pelham Bay Park” 
and added it will be benefi cial to 
people of all ages.

The project will include a 
pushup and pullup bar, sit-up and 
dip benches, in addition to other 
equipment.

The equipment will be in-
stalled by the track near Rice Sta-
dium.

Councilman James Vacca, who 
allocated money for the project 
in 2014, said “promoting exercise 
is especially important” to him 
because “people who want to ex-
ercise outside should have the op-
portunity.”

He added that many people “do 
not have access to gyms or exer-
cise centers.”

He also said anytime he has a 
chance to improve Pelham Bay 
Park he seizes it.

Vacca also pointed to the 

Bronx’s well-known health prob-
lem. 

The Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation and the University of 
Wisconsin’s County Health Rank-
ing & Roadmaps Report ranked 
the Bronx number 62 out of 62 New 
York counties when it comes to the 
health of its residents.

“The Bronx should not have an 
obesity problem,” said Vacca, who 
allocated $416,000 for the project.

Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr., who allocated $200,000 for the 
project, pointed to his ‘#Not62’ 
campaign which is an attempt to 
move up from the last place rank-
ing.

He said borough parks are “crit-
ical to a healthier, happier Bronx” 
especially as the Bronx moves to 
complete it’s health goal.

Diaz also said the upgrades 
have “reinvigorated Pelham Bay 

Park” and provided a way for all 
types of people to “get fi t and stay 
fi t.”

In addition to the fi tness up-
grades, the project also includes 
a nature walk - offi cially known 
as Pond Walk - which was spear-
headed by the Friends of Pelham 
Bay Park.

Judge Lizbeth Gonzalez, presi-
dent of the organization, said the 
group wanted to “ensure that chil-

dren of all abilities can experience 
nature up-close and in a playful 
way.”

She added the group wanted 
the fi tness equipment in the park 
to make sure people of all income 
levels can stay fi t.

The councilman contributed 
$100,000 to the nature walk and 
the Friends of Pelham Bay Park 
kicked-in another $15,000.

Vacca echoed Gonzalez’s sen-
timents saying it is “very impor-
tant for our disabled community 
to have equal access to nature and 
the beauty that Pelham Bay Park 
represents.”

“Many of our seniors and our 
disabled don’t have that unless 
you provide accessiblity,” said 
Vacca.

He added that women with 
baby carriages should also be able 
to use the handicap accessible fa-
cilities.

The nature walk will have 
viewing areas along an accessible 
path with additional viewing ar-
eas around a small vernal pond 
in the park’s Playground for All 
Children. 

The entire project is expected 
to be completed by summer 2017.

Offi cials break ground on new fi tness project 

Lizbeth Gonzalez (l), Councilman Vacca (6th from l), NYC Parks Commissioner Silver (c); Deputy Borough President Aureila 
Greene (4th from r), Community Board 10 chairman Martin Prince (3rd from r), Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-
Rosa (1st on r) and others broke ground for Pelham Bay Park’s new fi tness equipment and nature walk. Photo by Miriam Quin

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new residential develop-

ment, which will provide af-
fordable senior housing, will 
soon be constructed at a for-
mer church site.

According to architectural 
firm Body Lawson Associ-
ates, the project will be built at 
1017 Home Street, just off West 
Farms Road.

The property, was the for-
mer home of the Home Street 
Presbyterian Church. 

The new structure will be 
an eight-story, 52,000 square 
foot residence which will in-
clude sixty-three rental units, 
consisting of studios and one-
bedroom apartments.

Some of the units will in-
clude balconies, while the 
building itself will also have a 
shared terrace on the seventh 
floor, along with a community 
room and a gym. 

The price range of the rental 
units has yet to be determined, 
but it has been confirmed that 
the project will be financed by 
New York City Housing Preser-
vation and Development. 

The project will also create 

many construction jobs
Development is expected to 

begin in the first quarter of 
2017. The building will also re-
ceive some form of LEED Certi-
fication when it is completed. 

“This project is being devel-
oped by a joint venture between 
Bronx Pro Group and Body 
Lawson Architects - and we’re 
excited to revitalize the neigh-
borhood with a sustainable 
development that will bring 
much needed senior afford-
ability housing to the Bronx,” 
said a Body Lawson Associates 
spokesperson.

The upcoming residence 
will replace the abandoned 
Home Street Presbyterian 
Church, which was con-
structed in the early 1910s and 
continued in operation until 
the late 2000s. 

The Presbyterian church 
was abandoned after an elec-
trical fire destroyed the fur-
nace.

The church building will be 
demolished soon.

The developer, Bronx Pro 
Group, could not be reached 
for comment.

Senior development slated at former church site

Rendering of the upcoming affordable senior housing development at 1017 Home Street. 
 Photo courtesy of Body Lawson Associates
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Councilman Andy Co-

hen has called for an in-
vestigation into a fi re on 
Thursday, August 11 at 267 
E. 202nd Street. 

Currently, the tenants 
and landlord 267 E 202 
LLC - owned by Peter Fine, 
also the owner of Atlantic 
Development Group - are 
locked in a legal battle 
over the 160 violations on 
the brick building.

The fi re heavily dam-
aged  the interior and ex-
terior of the building. The 
NYC Department of Build-
ings issued a vacate order 
for the building.

Cohen said at a press 
conference the follow-
ing day that the circum-
stances surrounding the 
fi re were suspicious.

“I want to be sure 
there’s no foul play here,” 
said Cohen.

While not accusing 
the landlord of foul play, 
Cohen did note that the 
Bedford Park property  
suffered from “gross negli-
gence at the very least.”

According, to the FNDY 
press offi ce the fi re mar-
shals are investigating the 
source of the fi re. 

So far, the fi re marshals 
have determined the fi re 
was electrical in nature 
and was caused by one of 

the building’s air condi-
tioners.

The investigation is on-
going and interviews with 
residents are still taking 
place.

Michael McKeon, a 
spokesperson for the At-
lantic Development Group, 
was waiting to receive a 
report on the fi re from the 
FDNY either today or yes-
terday.

“While we want and 
welcome a fi nal determi-
nation of the fi re’s origin 
by FDNY, any implication 
of foul play is outrageous, 
reckless and not sup-
ported by any facts,” said 
McKeon.

Andrew Darcy, an at-
torney from MFY Legal 
Services which is repre-
senting the tenants, said 
the residents fi led a law-
suit in March and cur-
rently have the landlord in 
Bronx Housing court.

According to Darcy 
the landlord wants to tear 
down the building to con-
struct a highrise.

Currently, the six-unit 
building sits next to a 
parking lot which the resi-
dents believe the landlord 
wants to incorporate into 
a larger parcel.

According to Cohen, 
the landlord has used in-
timidation tactics against 

the residents.
Carlos Rosa, a resident 

of the building, said one 
day a worker arrived at the 
building claiming he was 
there to investigate some 
of the building’s problems. 

According to Rosa, the 
worker advised him to  
take the landlord’s reloca-
tion offer.

Rosa’s son, Carlos Rosa 
Jr, was seriously injured 
during the fi re when he 
jumped out a window to 
escape the fl ames. 

He is currently hospi-
talized.

McKeon said the land-
lord tried to help the resi-
dents and has made mul-
tiple settlement offers.

The current landlord 
purchased the property in 
March and - since buying 
the property - he has been  
addressing the violations, 
McKeon said.

Darcy said the resi-
dents want to be left alone 
in a violation-free apart-
ment or to be given a fair 
settlement to relocate.

He said the previous 
settlement offers have not 
been enough.

The Red Cross and the 
NYC Housing Preserva-
tion Department have 
been helping residents 
with fi nding temporary 
housing.

Councilman Cohen calls for 
investigation of Bedford Park fi re

Building at 267 E. 202nd Street was damaged in a fi re on Thursday, August 11, forcing fi ve families to 
seek temporary shelter. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The mayor made statements in re-

sponse to community questions at a re-
cent Town Hall meeting about the city’s 
plans to overhaul the NYPD facility at 
Rodman’s Neck. 

Mayor de Blasio was asked about sound 
abatement plans that are part of an over-
all upgrade to the NYPD’s fi rearm train-
ing range and bomb squad on Eastchester 
Bay near City Island, Spencer Estate and 
Pelham Bay Park. 

He said at the meeting at Villa Barone 
Manor on Wednesday, August 10 that city 
is committed to including the renovation 
in a 10-year Capital Budget in January 
2017.  

“I can tell you with assurance there 
will be an upgrade of Rodman’s Neck and 
there will be soundproofi ng involved and 
included in that budget,” vowed de Blasio. 

As part of a complete overhaul of the 
range, costing between $150 million to 
$800 million according to Councilman 
James Vacca, sound baffl ing, a technique 
used at gun ranges to block gun-related 
sound from affecting nearby communi-
ties, will be included. 

“Rodman’s Neck is good news, but that 
still means that there is a process that we 
have to track,” said Vacca, adding that he 
believes that the mayor has prioritized 
sound barriers. 

Should the money be budgeted and the 
project designed, there would then have to 
be input from the community board, civic 
associations and neighbors before range 
rehabilitation plans were fi nalized and 
acted upon, said the councilman. 

“It is not going to happen tomorrow,” 
said Vacca of the Rodman’s Neck renova-
tions. 

Barbara Dolensek, City Island Civic 
Association vice president, said that she 
has letters going back to the Dinkins’ ad-
ministration indicating that the NYPD 
was planning sound baffl ing at the facil-

ity, and expressed her frustration to the 
mayor about the lack of movement on the 
issue. 

“We are still concerned about the time-
table,” said Dolensek after the meeting.

She said that CICA would continue to 

Mayor: Rodman’s Neck 
noise a legitimate concern

advocate to get the sound barriers at Rod-
man’s Neck constructed sooner rather 
than later. 

“I am very happy that the mayor now 
recognizes that there is a problem,” said 
Dolensek of the range noise. 

“This is something that fi ring ranges 
all across the country do…there is no rea-
son why they cannot speed up the timeta-
ble on it.” 

Another CICA board member, John 
Doyle, said that other mayors have made 
pledges on Rodman’s Neck. 

Mayor Bloomberg announced in 2007 
that the range would move to a new po-
lice academy being constructed in Col-
lege Point, Queens, only to have that plan 
ultimately abandoned because of lack of 
funding

In June 1993, Mayor Dinkins entered 
into a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the state legislature, he said, stating 
that the city would study sound barriers 
for the range. 

“Until someone puts the shovel in the 
ground, it remains to be seen what will 
happen,” said Doyle. 

Only a handful of local community leaders have 
ever received permission to visit the NYPD facil-
ity at Rodman’s Neck, but it remains a topic of 
concern. Noise from the waterfront range and 
detonation facility was discussed at a town hall 
with Mayor de Blasio. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

I can tell you with 
assurance there will be 
an upgrade of Rodman’s 
Neck and there will be 

soundproofi ng involved 
and included in that 

budget.
Mayor Bill de Blasio
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an encampment, offi cers 
return to the location to 
make sure there are no 
stragglers.

If people return, the 
NYPD will repeat the pro-
cess.

Monique Johnson, pres-
ident of the Throggs Neck 
Houses Residents Associa-
tion, expressed concern 
about formally homeless 
families living in NYC 
Housing Authority apart-
ments.

She said some of these 
families behave like they 
are still on the street.

Johnson said this causes 
problems for residents in 
adjoining apartments.

De Blasio said many 
homeless New Yorkers are 
stable people who just fell 
on hard times.

He said sometimes it is 
diffi cult for them to adjust 
to life outside a shelter.

In addition, the mayor 
said if anyone “knows a 
homeless family ... that 
can’t hack it” then they 
should reach out to the 
NYC Human Resources As-

sociation.
De Blasio also talked 

about Councilman Vacca’s 
‘road diet’ plan which ap-
peared to be the most con-
tentious part of the meet-
ing.

The plan calls for the 
removal of a  lane in each 
direction on East Tremont 
Avenue - from Waterbury 
Avenue to Bruckner Bou-
levard.

The idea is to slow down 
motorists on the main road-
way that has claimed the 
lives of two pedestrians in 
hit and run accidents over 
the last three years.

John Cerini, member 
of the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants Association and a 
vocal critic of Vacca’s plan, 
challenged de Blasio.

Cerini said the public 
voted for both Vacca and 
de Blasio and they were not 
listening to their constitu-
ents on the issue.

Cerini’s message has 
been the plan will create 
more traffi c jams and force 
motorists to detour onto 
nearby residential streets.

The ‘road diet’ plan is 

apart of the mayor’s ‘Vi-
sion Zero’ initiative to de-
crease motorists/cyclist/
pedestrian fatalities in the 
city.

De Blasio told Cerini 
that Vision Zero has “saved 
many dozens of lives” and 
helped to “avoid crashes 
that cause undue harm.”

He also stood by the 
lane reduction plan, saying 
elected offi cials are called 
to use their judgement and 
have “a sacred obligation” 
to save lives.

Vacca reminded resi-
dents the road adjustments 
will be “done in paint” so 
they can be undone if nec-
essary.

Discussion was a little 
less contentious when the 
mayor responded to City 
Island Civic Association 
president Barbara Dol-
ensek’s request for help 
with the ongoing noise at 
Rodman’s Neck.

Communities around 
Eastchester Bay have com-
plained for years about 
the noise coming from the 
NYPD shooting range.

De Blasio promised 

that a new 10-year capi-
tal budget - expected to be 
released in January 2017 
- will include funds for an 
upgrade to the police train-
ing facility which will in-
clude soundproofi ng.

The mayor also ad-
dressed the construction 
of the westbound side of 
Pelham Parkway.

Tony Vitaliano, chair 
of Community Board 11, 
asked that while the city is 
working on the reconstruc-
tion of the parkway they 
consider keeping open a 
small access roadway.

The city engineers sug-
gested returning the road 
to parkland, but Vitaliano 
said he would like the ac-
cess road retained and 
named Mother Theresa 
Lane.

In addition, Vitaliano 
asked that a Civil War-era 
tree, which is scheduled 
for removal, be left alone.

“I love the Mother The-
resa idea,” said de Blasio.

He also said he is a pro-
ponent of saving trees, 
however he added if his 
staff determines they can-

not save the tree then he 
would have to listen to 
them.

Andrea Siegel, presi-
dent of the Pelham Park-
way Association, asked 
for an update on the city’s 
progress in creating a bet-
ter outdoor experience 
around the Pelham Park-
way Mall.

The project includes 
walking and bicycle paths, 
lawn restoration and seat-
ing areas, however Siegel, 
who lives in Pelham Park-
way South, said the con-
struction is at a standstill.

De Blasio instructed 
Iris Rodriguez, Bronx 
commissioner for the NYC 
Parks, to personally go 
down to the site and report 
back her fi ndings. 

The meeting left some 
residents dissatisfi ed. 

Andrew Chirico, vice 
president of the Water-
bury-LaSalle Community 
Association, felt “mem-
bers of the Waterbury La-
Salle community were de-
liberately passed over by 
Mr. Vacca during the ques-
tion and answer session 

because he knew we would 
give him the toughest ar-
guments about the traffi c 
on East Tremont Avenue.”

In addition, he took is-
sue with the fact the ex-
pansion of P.S. 14 was not 
discussed. 

The organization is op-
posed to the size of the 
project.

Vacca said after the 
meeting that he called on 
approximately 90 percent 
of the people present dur-
ing the three-hour ses-
sion.

In addition, he said he 
never saw Chirico raise 
his hand.

Vacca also pointed 
out that Cerini, who was 
against his traffi c plan, 
was one of the fi rst speak-
ers called upon.

Vacca said overall he 
felt the residents took ad-
vantage of the opportunity 
to bring their concerns 
before the mayor and he 
thought the meeting was a 
success.

Photo spread of the 
Town Hall meeting can bee 
seen on page 36.

from Page 1

De Blasio holds Town Hall meeting

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Recent math test results coming 

out of a charter school in the south 
Bronx have been off the charts!

Success Academy Bronx 1, lo-
cated at 339 Morris Avenue, within 
the Paul Robeson School Complex, 
has shown excellence and achieve-
ment with their most recent test 
scores in math.

The math test score results have 
resulted in Success Academy Bronx 
1, which includes both elementary 
and middle school, being ranked 
as the number five school out of all 
3,500 schools in New York state.

In addition, the fourth graders at 
Success Academy Bronx 1 achieved 
a 100% pass rate in math, along 
with just ten other grades from 
other schools in New York state. 

On average, Success Academy 
Bronx 1 achieved a pass rate of 
99.3% in math overall.

Success Academy Bronx 3, lo-
cated at 968 Cauldwell Avenue, 
achieved a 96.6% pass rate in math, 
and was ranked at number 15 on 

the statewide list of schools.
“I am incredibly proud of Suc-

cess Academy’s hard-working and 
talented educators and our schol-
ars, who have pushed themselves to 
new heights of understanding, and 
our parents who make sure they 
never give up,” said Eva Moskow-
itz, founde of Success Academy.

“We must continue our work 
with even greater urgency, as there 
are almost 17,000 students on the 
Success Academy waiting list and 
our city’s immense education suf-
fering is fundamentally unjust.”

The other four schools, who 
rounded out the top five schools 
statewide in math, all of which are 
Success Academy schools, include 
SA Fort Greene, SA Crown Heights, 
SA Hell’s Kitchen and SA Bed-Stuy.

Success Academy Charter 
Schools was founded in 2006 and is 
the largest and highest-performing 
free, public charter school network 
in New York City. Success Academy 
serves 14,000 students out of 41 op-
erated schools citywide.

Success Academy Bronx 1 
ranks in top 5 statewide

Fourth graders at Success Academy Bronx 1 achieved a perfect 100% pass rate in math, which led to the school 
being ranked in the top fi ve in math statewide. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Please Join Us for an 
EVENING OF INTERNATIONAL  

FOOD TASTING AND FUN
on

Thursday, September 8, 2016 
6:00 to 9:00 pm

at the 
Bronx YMCA 

2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY

Recognizing Our Distinguished Honorees from the Past Ten Years 
and 

The family of  Ralph G. Jallouk

SPONSORED BY:

Ticket Price for Unlimited Food & Wine Tasting:  $100 per person
RSVP by Sept. 1 to Deborah Adams at deadams@ymcanyc.org or 212-912-2490

To purchase tickets online: 
 http://www.ymcanyc.org/bronx/pages/bronx-ymca-bon-appetit-fundraiser


