
BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The FDNY is touting its new 

‘Fly Car’ pilot EMS program 
that is geared toward providing 
faster and more effi cient emer-
gency  medical service to the 
residents throughout the city.

The program, which began on 
June 20, has been the the topic of 
recent discussion in Co-op City.

According to the FDNY, fl y 
cars are driven by paramedics 
who respond to life threatening 
injuries.

Dr. Alvin Ponder, a Co-op 

City resident and Community 
Board 10 member, has claimed 
the fl y car system could be prob-
lematic because its not specifi -
cally tasked with taking a sick 
person to the hospital.

The recent loss of the Ad-
vanced Cardiac Life Support 
ambulance, nicknamed by fi re-
men ‘15-Willy’, from its Co-op 
City berth to another part of 
the Bronx, has created an even 
larger hole in EMS’ ability to re-
spond to a local emergency, Pon-

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Tenants living in a three build-

ing complex in Highbridge are su-
ing their landlord after enduring 
years of substandard housing con-
ditions, they claim.  

On Wednesday, July 20, resi-
dents from 1307, 1311 and 1315 
Merriam Avenue fi led a lawsuit 
against their landlord, Diamond 
Property Group, for its alleged 
negligence in providing them 
with essential services.

The lawsuit presented before 
Bronx Supreme Court claims Di-
amond failed to provide cooking 
gas for more than fi ve months and 
often failed to provide heat and 
hot water.

Aside from gas outrages, ten-
ants are subjected to living with 
unsanitary hallways, staircases 
and common areas; non-function-
ing door locks and intercoms and 
vermin and cockroach infesta-
tions, the tenants charge.

The majority of complex’s ten-
ants live on a fi xed or limited in-
come, have young children and 
speak English as a second lan-
guage.

They claim the lack of repairs 
and maintenance resulted in the 
building’s  gas pipes bursting on 
November 14, 2015, cutting off ser-
vice to 75 families for fi ve months.

Instead of fi xing the problem, 
Diamond provided single burner 
hot plates forcing tenants to pay 
higher electric bills generated by 
these ineffi cient and hazardous 
appliances.

Jeanne Schoenfelder, Legal 
Aid Society staff attorney, said the 
complex’s gas service was fully re-
stored on April 28.

A New Settlement Apartments’ 
Community Action for Safe Apart-
ments community organizer said 
some cosmetic changes were made 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An elected offi cial is spear-

heading an effort for more traf-
fi c controls on an accident-prone 
stretch of roadway, despite local 
opposition.

Councilman James Vacca is 
requesting that the NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation imple-
ment a road calming plan on 
East Tremont Avenue between 
Waterbury Avenue and Bruck-
ner Boulevard known as a ‘road 
diet.’ The plan was fi rst pre-
sented to Community Board 10 
in spring 2015. 

The plan developed by DOT, 
part of the mayor’s Vision Zero 
traffi c safety initiative, was re-
jected by the board. 

The proposal calls for the 
narrowing of the roadway to one 
lane in each direction for several 
blocks and the addition of turn-
ing lanes. 

The push to slow traffi c 
comes after the death of bicyclist 
Giovanni Nin in a hit-and-run 
incident at East Tremont and 
Mayfl ower avenues on Saturday, 
June 11. 
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Asks DOT to reduce E. 
Tremont Avenue lanes

VACCA INSISTS 
ON ‘ROAD DIET’

Merriam Ave.
tenants take 
landlord to 

court

BRONX DOMINICAN DAY PARADE
The Bronx’s Dominican pride was on full display at the 27th annual Bronx 
Dominican Day Parade on Sunday, July 24 on the Grand Concourse. Fami-
lies and friends waved Dominican fl ags, sung and danced while enjoying 
the celebration’s trademark colorful parade down the Concourse. The 
God of Colorful Photography graced the parade crowd with its visually 
stunning presence.            Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Co-op City resident questions 
FDNY’s ‘fl y car’ strategy
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It’s not the Fab Five - it’s the 

King Five! 
A street co-naming was re-

cently held in the Bronx to honor 
a community basketball program 
that served thousands.

On Saturday, July 16, Coun-
cilman Andy King’s offi ce hosted 
a street co-naming at East 216th 
Street and Barnes Avenue as 
‘Kings 5 Way’, in honor of the 
King 5 basketball team, which 
was founded over 25 years ago.

King 5, a community-based 
basketball organization, was 
founded by Councilman Andy 
King’s father, Andy King, Sr., in 
the early 1970s. 

The organization’s goal and 
purpose was the get neighborhood 
youth off the city’s street corners 
and provide them with recre-
ational activity, boost morale and 
cultivate leadership skills that are 
essential in everyday life.

King, Sr., who served in the Ko-
rean War for three years, even fi -
nanced trips outside of the Bronx 
for involved youth to meet profes-
sional basketball players and role 
models in business.

The Kings 5 Basketball Pro-
gram, which was the longest-
running basketball program that 

existed in the northeast Bronx 
between the early 70s and late 
80s, practiced and played out of 
Olinville Park, now known as the 
Agnes Haywood Playground, just 
outside of where the street co-
naming took place.

In total, Kings 5 serviced more 
than 10,000 males, ages 8 to 40, in 
neighborhoods in the northeast 

Bronx.
While in existence, Kings 5 also 

competed in numerous basket-
ball championship tournaments 
across the city and in Westchester 
County, including the Holcomb 
Rucker Basketball League, Mount 
Vernon Fourth Street Summer 
League and the Runyon Heights 
Basketball League, among others.

King, who lived across the 
street from the park and was 
later named to All-City second 
team when he played basketball 
at Evander Childs Educational 
Campus in 1981, also mentioned 
that two players from the neigh-
borhood who played in the pro-
gram even ended up making it to 
the NBA. 

Tom Henderson ended up win-
ning the championship with the 
Washington Bullets in 1978, while 
Steve Sheppard was on the 1976 
United States national basketball 
team which won the gold medal 
during that year’s summer olym-
pics in Montreal, Quebec.

The street co-naming of ‘Kings 
5 Way’ was part of the annual Ol-
inville Old Timers Day event. 

In addition to the co-naming, 
Councilman King and the Olin-
ville Old Timers Day committee 
honored two residents.

Michael Pressley, a former 
coach for Kings 5, received the 
Andy King, Sr. Award and Cyn-
thia Richardson, president of the 
Surrey Cooperative, received the 
Community Service Award.

“In the winter, we would even 
play in the rain and snow - it didn’t 
matter because we loved the game 
and the program so much,” said 
the councilman.

The event was sponsored by 
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, 
Councilman Andy King, the Olin-
ville Old Timers Day Committee, 
Nathans of the Co-Op City Bay 
Plaza Mall, Fifteen Dynasty En-
tertainment, Universal Zulu Na-
tion, McCalls Bronxwood Funeral 
Home and Amalgamated Bank.

King honors father with ‘5 Kings’ street naming

(l-r) Andrial, sister, Bernice, mother, Andy King, Sr., father and Councilman Andy King. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

A team of conservation 
biologists is calling for a 
worldwide strategy to pre-
vent the unthinkable: the 
extinction of the world’s 
largest mammal species.

 In a public declaration 
published in and edition of 
the journal BioScience, a 
group of more than 40 con-
servation scientists and 
other experts are calling for 
a coordinated global plan to 
prevent the world’s “mega-
fauna” from sliding into 
oblivion.

 Among the threats cited 
by the group as drivers of 
this mass extinction are il-
legal hunting, deforestation 
and habitat loss, the expan-
sion of agriculture and live-
stock into wildlife areas, 
and the growth of human 
populations.

 “The more I look at the 
trends facing the world’s 
largest terrestrial mam-
mals, the more concerned 
I am we could lose these 
animals just as science is 
discovering how important 
they are to ecosystems and 

to the services they provide 
for people,” said Dr. William 
Ripple, professor of ecology 
at Oregon State University 
and lead author of the study.

 Ripple worked with 
other authors on the study to 
examine population trends 
of many species, includ-
ing many of the most well-
known, charismatic species 
such as elephants, rhinos, 
gorillas, and big cats that 
are now threatened with ex-
tinction.

 Approximately 59 per-
cent of the world’s biggest 
mammalian carnivore spe-
cies—including the tiger— 
and 60 percent of the largest 
herbivores are now listed on 
the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature’s 
Red List of Threatened Spe-
cies as threatened with ex-
tinction.

 “Perhaps the biggest 
threat for many species is 
direct hunting driven by a 
demand for meat, pets, and 
body parts for traditional 
medicines and ornaments,” 
Dr. Elizabeth Bennett, 

WCS’s Vice President of Spe-
cies Conservation and a co-
author on the study. “Only a 
massive commitment from 
the international commu-
nity will stop this rampant 
destruction of so many ani-
mal populations.”

 All of these large species 
play critical roles in their 

ecosystems. Species at risk 
include elephants, that pro-
vide a suite of vital ecosys-
tem services as ecological 
engineers, dispersing seeds 
and nutrients across vast 
areas. “The loss of elephants 
in the forests of Central Af-
rica is increasingly dam-
aging the function of the 

region’s most important eco-
systems,” said WCS Conser-
vation Scientist Dr. Fiona 
Maisels, one of the study’s 
co-authors. “We’re only be-
ginning to understand how 
vital these keystone species 
are to the health of rainfor-
ests and other species that 
inhabit them.”

 Human–wildlife con-
fl ict is a serious concurrent 
threat for many species. 
“With simultaneous loss of 
wildlife habitat and expan-
sion of human populations 
and agriculture, negative 
interactions between people 
and wildlife are bound to 
rise,” said WCS India Scien-
tist Dr. Varun R. Goswami, 
also a co-author on the 
study. “For wide-ranging 
megafauna like elephants 
and tigers, we need land-
scape-scale conservation 
strategies, taking into ac-
count the increasing inter-
face between wildlife and 
people.”

 Some megafauna face 
the threat of obscurity. The 
loss of elephants worldwide 

to poachers in pursuit of 
ivory is well-known and is 
the focus of extensive efforts 
to shut down this trade, but 
the study authors point out 
that many species are at risk 
from many similar threats 
but are so poorly known 
that effective conservation 
efforts to save them are dif-
fi cult.

The paper includes a 
13-part declaration that 
highlights the need to ac-
knowledge the threatened 
status of many large mam-
mals and the vital ecologi-
cal roles they play. The 
declaration also cites the 
importance of integrating 
the efforts of scientists and 
funding agencies in develop-
ing countries where many 
species occur; the need for 
a new global framework to 
conserve megafauna; and 
the moral obligation of sav-
ing the world’s biggest mam-
mal species.

 The study titled “Sav-
ing the World’s Terrestrial 
Megafauna” appears in the 
latest edition of BioScience. 

International efforts needed to save world’s largest mamals

African elephant, Amboseli Kenya.                          Photograph Varun R 
Goswami
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The Van Cortlandt Village Library will 

soon have a state-of-the-art facility to call 
home.

On Monday, July 25, Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., along with Senator Jeff 
Klein, Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and 
Councilman Andrew Cohen announced 
that $2 million in new funding had been al-
located to relocate the library to a building 
more than double its current size.

The library, presently  located at 3874 
Sedgwick Avenue, will be moved to 3882 
Cannon Place, just three blocks away. 

The Cannon Place property was for-
mally used as a  supportive housing facil-
ity. 

The two-story, nearly 6,000 square-foot 
building will replace the existing branch, 
which has been at its original location 
since 1968.

The new space would also provide use-
ful outdoor areas for its visitors, which 
could be a great opportunity to keep chil-
dren and young readers engaged in recre-
ational programs, especially during the 
summer months.

Currently, the existing location pro-
vides just one room and just over 2,000 
square feet for its users, making program-
ming for adults, teens and children very 
diffi cult, considering the fact that the li-
brary’s program attendance has increased 
by 49 percent in the last fi ve years.

To fund the relocation, each of the local 
elected offi cial secured $500,000 in capital 
funding as part of their Fiscal Year 2017 
budget allocations.

“I am proud to have partnered with the 
New York Public and my colleagues in gov-
ernment to help bring a brand-new Van 
Cortlandt branch library to the residents 
of the northwest Bronx,” said Diaz, Jr. 
“The library is one of the most important 

institutions we have, and this new location 
will allow for residents of all ages to enjoy 
an up-to-date, expanded branch library.”

“Libraries are sanctuaries of knowl-
edge and imagination where the public 
can come to enjoy quiet time with a book 
in their neighborhood,” said Klein. “The 
Van Cortlandt branch serves its residents 
well, but we’re long overdue for an up-
graded facility.”

“More than twice the size of the stand-
ing library, the new Van Cortlandt branch 
will begin a new chapter for community 
engagement and activities and I hope ev-
eryone in the area takes advantage of it,” 
the senator  added.

“This library branch serves thousands 
of individuals in our area and an enhanced 
facility is greatly needed in our commu-
nity,” said Daniel Padernacht, chairman of 
Community Board 8. “We are thankful to 
our elected offi cials for setting aside funds 
for relocation of the this branch to a larger, 
state of the art facility, in order to provide 
greater services to our community.”

The borough president’s  offi ce did not 
confi rm when the library’s relocation 
would take place.

Larger space leased to 
expand VC Library

The Van Cortlandt Village Library will soon move to a two-story, nearly 6,000 square-foot building at 
3882 Cannon Place. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce

This library branch 
serves thousands of 

individuals in our area 
and an enhanced facility 
is greatly needed in our 

community.
Daniel Padernacht
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That death comes on the 
heels of another fatality 
where three vehicles killed 
a pedestrian, 74-year-old 
Angel Figueroa, when he 
was crossing East Trem-
ont Avenue at Puritan Av-
enue in October 2013. 

“This is a situation 
where I could have sat 
back and said nothing, be-
cause every time a change 
is proposed, there is oppo-
sition,” said the council-
man, adding that after the 
CB 10 vote, there were no 
ready alternatives to the 
proposal. 

“I thought it was some-
thing that we could no lon-
ger defer action on,” said 
the councilman, who has 
sent a letter to DOT re-
questing the plan’s imme-
diate implementation. 

Vacca cited scores of 
traffi c accidents along this 
stretch of East Tremont 

Avenue from the start of 
2013 to the middle of 2016 
that warranted his call to 
action. 

Numerous curves in 
the roadway, blind spots 
and persistent speeding 
makes the effected blocks 
especially dangerous for 
motorists and pedestri-
ans, said the councilman. 

Cerini, a member of the 
Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association, is a critic of 
the plan. 

He believes the ‘road 
diet’ will back up traffi c 
on East Tremont Avenue, 
forcing motorists to avoid 
the bottleneck, pushing 
the traffi c onto the resi-
dential streets. 

Another opponent of the 
plan, Waterbury-LaSalle 
activist Andrew Chirico, 
said cutting down the 
number of lanes for traffi c 
“will only enrage the law-
abiding public,”.  Increas-

ing a visible police pres-
ence in this area would 
solve the problem, he said.

A DOT spokeswoman 
stated that the ‘road diet’ 
and turning lanes were 
part of a larger implemen-
tation of Vision Zero traf-
fi c calming to stretch from 
Williamsbridge Road to 
Bruckner Boulevard. 

That overall area saw 
218 motor vehicle, 59 pe-
destrian and 10 bicycle in-
juries between 2009 and 
2013, the spokeswoman 
stated. 

When CB 10 voted in 
2015, they only voted to ap-
prove the part of the plan 
that ran from Williams-
bridge Road to Ericson 
Place, the spokeswoman 
stated, adding that DOT 
is currently working with 
stakeholders and Vacca to 
review community con-
cerns for the rest of the 
plan. 

Vacca insists on ‘road diet’; asks 
DOT to reduce E. Tremont lanes

A curving stretch of roadway between Waterbury Avenue and Bruckner Boulevard on East Tremont 
Avenue illustrates why some want traffi c calming measures are warranted. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

from Page 1

in March including repaint-
ing walls and repairing 
front entrance door locks.  

“I have been residing at 
1315 Merriam Avenue for 
the last four years and have 
had numerous communica-
tion issues with building 
management,” said tenant 
Geni Madden. “No human 
being should have to live 
under these conditions.”

They demand Diamond 
immediately correct the 
unlawful conditions affect-
ing their apartments and 
common areas and provide 
compensation for the harm 
they suffered, including 
fi nancial losses, while de-
prived of essential services.

The tenants are rep-
resented by Bronx Legal 
Services and the Legal Aid 
Society with organizing 
support from CASA.

The lawsuit is being fi led 
through the Tenants Rights 
Coalition, a partnership be-
tween Legal Services NYC 
and the Legal Aid Society 
with funding provided by 
the city’s Human Resources 
Administration.

Schoenfelder explained 

the litigation came after 
a letter tenants wrote to 
Diamond listing their resi-
dences’ issues went unan-
swered.

She added, the case is in 
its early stages and a trial 
would only be necessary if 
Diamond Property Group, 
Merriam Realty LLC and 
managing agent Edgar Oy-
ola do not comply. 

NYC Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development stated, as of 
Wednesday, July 27 the 
six-story, 71-unit buildings 
has approximately 28 open 
housing violations includ-
ing three Class 

A non-hazardous viola-
tions, 15 Class B hazardous 
violations and ten Class C 
immediately hazardous vi-
olations. 

Ketty Marcucci, 1307 
Merriam Avenue tenant, 
said her apartment desper-
ately needs repairs.

Her E4 apartment has 
suffered two years worth 
of water damage from a 
broken bathroom sink and 
a rooftop leak causing her 
laminate tile fl oor to be-
come warped.

Marcucci said water has 
damaged her walls which 
has allowed mold to grow.

“I love my apartment, 
but it really needs to be 
fi xed,” she said.

Marcucci has been in 
contact with management 
about these issues, but they 
have yet to be properly ad-
dressed.  

Diamond Property 
Group, located at 3677 E. 
Tremont Avenue, is a family 
owned and operated busi-
ness involved with Bronx 
real estate for 40 years.

David Diamond serves 
as the president of the third-
generation fi rm.

The company owns and 
operates approximately 
2,500 residential units in 
New York, approximately 
a half million square feet 
of commercial industrial 
parks in south Florida and 
several Single Tenant Net 
Lease shopping centers out-
side Dallas, TX; Nixa, MO; 
Stratford, CT; Dayton, Ohio 
and Monroe, GA.

Diamond did not return 
requests for comment prior 
to press time.

Merriam Avenue tenants 
take landlord to court

Tenants from 1307, 1311 and 1315 Merriam Avenue rallied outside their home to speak out against their 
landlord, David Diamond’s alleged negligence. Photo courtesy of CASA

from Page 1
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AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in 
AgeWell New York depends on contract renewal. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare 
Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
H4922_AWNY_4002_AS16_FILE & USE 04152016

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044 
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220Contact us for eligibility and enrollment.

info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

Our high quality and affordable Medicare Advantage and Long Term Care plan options include:

Medicare Advantage Plans  Designed to meet the needs of  
individuals with Medicare and those with both Medicare and Medicaid. 
We have a variety of plan options and a large network of quality doctors 
and providers in the communities where you live.

Managed Long Term Care Plans  Health and long term care services at  
home or in the community for those who are chronically ill or disabled.

Seriously, choosing a  
health plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The key to a better health 

may come with the key to 
the front door of a new apart-
ment, offi cials who built a 
new supportive housing de-
velopment suggest. 

A new muli-unit building 
in Morrisania, that is offer-
ing housing for the formerly 
homeless, along with afford-
able rents for low-income 
families, opened on Tues-
day, July 19. 

Breaking Ground, a non-
profi t social services organi-
zation is the developer. 

The colorful façade, mod-
ern design and pleasant pub-
lic areas at the new 154-unit 
apartment building at 1191 
Boston Road will be com-
pletely occupied by August, 
said Brenda Rosen, presi-
dent of Breaking Ground. 

The housing and support 
services for the formerly 
homeless at the building are 
designed to reduce Medicaid 

costs as part of the New York 
State and Governor Cuomo’s 
redesign of Medicaid. 

“We knew that if we could 
get people housed and get 
them the support services 
that they need, that the Med-
icaid costs would go down,” 
said Rosen, adding that 
treating health conditions 
that have not been treated 
for years in a setting that is 
not an emergency room will 
often lead to reduced spend-
ing on healthcare. 

The agency’s president 
believes that about $10,000 
per formerly homeless per-
son, per year can be saved if 
people who have been out on 
the street for months or for 
decades get the support and 
health services they need 
and remain in permanent 
housing. 

Among the services that 
will be provided are pri-
mary medical treatment and 
psychiatric care, she said. 

“The savings come from 
people not having to use 
public resources when they 
are out on the street,” said 
Rosen, adding that this in-
cludes fewer visits to emer-
gency rooms, which are most 
costly, and people getting 
early treatment for chronic 
illnesses that are treatable 
leading to cost savings. 

Sometimes, homeless 
people perish on the street 
from chronic medical condi-
tions that are treatable, she 
said. 

Breaking Ground dedi-
cated 94 units to formerly 
homeless people who were 
high users of Medicaid dol-
lars. The remaining 60 units 
were reserved for people 
and families making from 
$18,000 to $35,280 per year. 

Applications are being 
accepted for the affordable 
units. 

The 94,000 square-foot, 
12-story building features 

amenities including high-
effi ciency mechanical sys-
tems and lighting, water-
saving fi xtures, a green 
roof, fi tness room, com-
puter lab, on-site laundry, 
bicycle storage and 24-hour 
security. It is also a ‘green 
building,’ with certifi cation 
pending.

Construction began in 
November 2013 and was 
completed earlier this year. 

The housing for the for-
merly homeless residents 
works like other rent-sta-
bilized apartments, said 
Rosen, and it is permanent, 
with tenants expected to 
pay rent. 

As long as they pay their 
rent, they can stay as long 
as they like, she said. 

“I think the best thing 
about (the housing) is that it 
gives people the opportunity 
to restore their lives and be-
come contributing members 
of society once again,” said 
Rosen.  

Boston Road building 
offers a healthier life

The front façade of the building is quite colorful. Photo by Miriam Quin
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local veteran was re-

cently named the Ameri-
can Legion’s Department 
of New York ‘Legionnaire 
of the Year.’ 

The honor was be-
stowed upon Waterbury-
LaSalle resident Joseph 
Mondello during the or-
ganization’s New York 
State convention, that 
took place from Wednes-
day, July 13 to Saturday, 
July 16 in Binghamton, 
NY. Ten legion districts 
from around the state had 
submitted a candidate for 
consideration. 

The award was pre-
sented as recognition of 
his years of  volunteer 
activism as a legionnaire 
since 1996. 

He is a member of 
Theodore Korony Amer-
ican Legion Post #253 
since 1993, and has twice 
served as its commander. 

“It was nice to receive 
the award; my peers made 
me feel honored,” said 
Mondello, adding that he 
saw the award as a ‘pat 

on the back’ for his hard 
work.

“I accepted the award 
on behalf of all legion-
naires, we are all volun-
teers,” he said.  

Mondello is a Viet-
nam-era veteran who was 
inducted into the U.S. 
Air Force in April 1975, 
just weeks before the war 
ended. He served four 
years in Mississippi, Ja-
pan and at the Pentagon 
in Washington D.C., he 
said. 

The former military 
man said he joined the 
American Legion because 
it gave him the opportu-
nity to use his talents in 
audio, sound, video and 
communications on be-
half of veterans. 

He operates a small 
business called Wide 
Area Communications 
that specializes in in-
stalling satellite commu-
nications, security cam-
eras, sound and related 
equipment. 

The legionnaire de-
veloped and produced a 

public access talk show 
called Veterans Focus in 
1996 and 1997. Many of 
the guests on the show 
were American Legion 
members from around 
the state, he said. 

Mondello was also af-
filiated with the Ameri-
can Legion Department 
of New York Public Re-
lations team from 1998 
to 2008, where he taught 
veterans the latest tech-
nology. 

Additionally, he’s also 
been active since 1998 
in organizing an annual 
Flag Day assembly at P.S. 
14. 

He started the tribute  
to Old Glory when his son 
was a student, and the 
resulting presentation, 
called The History of 
Our Flag, has been held 
every year since with the 
American Legion’s bless-
ing. 

The program, which  
promotes patriotism 
and Americanism on or 
around June 14, has ex-
panded to other schools. 

He provides sound ser-
vices for the City Island 
Memorial Day Parade 
and the Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. 

He helped coordinate 
a Manhattan concert for 
veterans who had served 
in Afghanistan, he said. 

Mondello is humble 
about his accomplish-
ments. 

“I don’t talk and brag, 
I just like to do things,” 
he said. “I am glad when 
things work out and I  ac-
complish something.”

He encourages fel-
low veterans to join the 
American Legion, if for 
no other reason than to 
give veterans issues a 
voice on Capital Hill. 

“Even if you don’t be-
come an active member, 
part of your dues goes to 
lobbyists who advocate 
for veterans rights,” said 
Mondello. “If you join, 
and then you don’t want 
to be active, just pay 
your dues and you will 
be helping yourself and  
fellow veterans.” 

Local veteran named ‘Legionnaire of the Year’

Waterbury-LaSalle legionnaire Joseph Mondello has been named 
New York State Legionnaire of the Year. 
 Photo courtesy of Joseph Mondello

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Parkchester resident Margaret 

Comaskey commitment to educa-
tion helped her receive the Angela 
Merici medal from the College of 
New Rochelle.

Comaskey, a 1961 graduate from 
the college, received the medal dur-
ing the CNR 76th Annual Alumni 
College Weekend in June.

According to the college’s press 
offi ce, the medal is “ bestowed upon 
outstanding alumnae/i for their ex-
ceptional loyalty to the church and 
to the college as well as for distinc-
tive achievement in their careers.”

“I’m grateful,” Comaskey said of 
receiving the medal. “It refl ects my 
appreciation of the college and what 
it does for expanding education to a 
wider and wider group of people.”

Throughout her career, Comas-
key has shown a dedication to edu-
cation.

She earned a chemistry degree 
from CNR and a Ph.D in physical 
chemistry from New York Univer-
sity.

After graduating, she spent a 
brief time in teaching before mak-
ing a career in textbook publishing, 
working for Worth Publishers, Inc.

In addition to her commitment 
to education, she has also worked 

with the her church and many of its 
charitible organizations

Currently, Comaskey attends 
the Church of St. Anthony in Man-
hattan and works as a communi-
cations volunteer for the Sisters of 
Charity Center in Riverdale.

The charity, according to its 
website, works to reveal “the Fa-
ther’s love” by helping “all in need, 
especially the poor.”

Comaskey, now retired, said she 
has more time to give to the church 
and has become more involved in 
charity work.

She said, “Faith really does 
cover everything one does.”

She’s also noticed that “even if 
it isn’t church related, people tend 
to do a lot of good to help other peo-
ple.”

In addition to doing charity 
work, Comaskey also volunteers as 
a teacher at the New York Botanical 
Garden.

“Botany when you get into it is 
even more interesting [than chem-
istry],” said Comaskey.

Comaskey said her favorite part 
of teaching young children at the 
garden is to help them “discover 
and learn about science and encour-
age them at an early age that they 
may learn and grow with it.”

Parkchester resident wins CNR’s Angela Merici Medal

(Right) Margaret Comaskey received the Angela Merici Medal from Judith Huntington (at right), president of The Col-
lege of New Rochelle.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Motorists travelling 

through Pelham Bay Park 
are now witnessing new 
signs alerting them to watch 
for deer s. 

Among a number of sign 
enhancements in the park, 
the NYC Department of 
Transportation installed 
three deer crossing signs af-
ter hearing the concerns of 
local residents and elected 
offi cials. 

The signs have long been 
on the City Island Civic As-
sociation’s agenda, with its 
members reporting numer-
ous deer-related incidents 
over the years to govern-
ment agencies and insurance 
companies, said John Doyle, 
CICA board member. 

A DOT spokeswoman 
stated that the deer crossing 
signs were installed after the 
agency made the determina-
tion that they were needed 
based on NYPD crash data. 

Councilman James Vacca 
had been able to get a vari-
able message sign warning of 
deer crossings installed tem-
porarily in the park for sev-

eral weeks at the end of 2015. 
He said he made a re-

quest to DOT that permanent 
signs be installed in the park 
while alerting offi cials at the 
agency of several accidents 
involving deer and motor-
ists. 

“(The signs) are at three 
locations around Shore Road 
and Bartow Circle,” said 
Vacca. “I think they serve 
as a good warning to people 
that there can be deer in the 
Bronx.”

The councilman said that 
some motorists may not ex-
pect to see deer in the borough 
given its urban setting. Vacca 
thanked DOT for listening to 
his and the local community’s 
concerns. 

The signs are especially 
needed along Shore Road, 
said the councilman, because 
of the swerving nature of the 
roadway and a nearby wild-
life refuge. 

There are also ongoing in-
frastructure issues along part 
of the road, according to local 
activists, making driving on 
Shore Road more dangerous. 

The signs have been in-

stalled on Shore Road at the 
county line, eastbound on 
Shore Road between City Is-
land Road and Bartow Circle 
and next to the circle itself. 

The DOT installed signs 
after being facing a similar 
upswing in the deer popula-
tion on Staten Island, where 
the agency responded with a 
similar action, stated Doyle. 

“I think this is a case 
where persistence paid off,” 
said Doyle. “The civic has 
written countless letters on 
this for years, followed up on 
those letters with conversa-
tions with DOT offi cials and 
documented incidents with 
photos, videos and even in-
surance reports.”

Doyle believes that the 
growing body of evidence re-
lated to deer made it clear to 
DOT that warning motorists 
was necessary, he said.  

In 2007, 2009 and 2010 Sena-
tor Jeff Klein wrote letters on 
behalf of the CICA about the 
deer issue in the park, said 
Doyle. The senator has been 
an advocate for better safety 
in the park in more recent 
years, said his spokeswoman. 

Deer crossing signs installed in PelBay Park

Three new deer crossing signs, like this one at Bartow Circle, were installed in Pelham Bay Park 
recently. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Dear Sam, 

The pressure you’re putting me under is too much.  

I QUIT!  
Sincerely,

 

Your Heart

Don’t let your heart quit on you. If you are living with high blood pressure, just knowing and doing 
the minimum isn’t enough. Uncontrolled high blood pressure could lead to stroke, heart attack or death.

Get yours to a healthy range before it’s too late. Find out how at heart.org/BloodPressure

Check. Change. 
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A plan to reduce the number 

of civilian-owned fi rearms is un-
derway.

On Saturday, August 6, the 
NYPD and Bronx DA’s offi ce will 
host two gun buyback events as 
part of the Bronx Gun Buyback 
program. 

These events will take place at 
Fellowship Tabernacle of Praise, 
COGIC, 1234B East Gun Hill Road, 
between Pearsall and Throop av-
enues, as well as at Evangelical 
Garifuna Church, 344 Brook Ave-
nue, between East 141st and 142nd 
streets. The simultaneous events 
will take place from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m.

The Gun Buyback will allow 
civilians to turn in their oper-
able handguns, rifl es, assault 
rifl es, shotguns or air guns in ex-
change for pre-paid debit cards, 
which will be issued after the gun 
is screened by offi cers and deter-
mined to be operable. The cards 
are bank cards and can be used 
like cash.

According to the Bronx DA’s 
offi ce, guns must be placed in a 
plastic or paper bag/box when 
they are brought to the drop-off 
site. 

If a gun is being transported by 

car, the gun must be transported 
in the trunk of the car.

An individual may surrender 
as many guns as they please, but 
they will only receive payment 
for up to three guns. 

Active or retired law enforce-
ment offi cers and licensed gun 
dealers are not eligible to par-
ticipate in the program.

In 2015, there were two gun 
buyback events held in New 
York City, which resulted in 88 
guns being turned in. 

This event is the fi rst one of 
its kind being held under Bronx 
District Attorney Darcel Clark, 
who replaced Robert Johnson 
as Bronx DA at the beginning of 
the year.

“Gun Buybacks are great for 
this borough and this city be-
cause it gives residents the op-
portunity to rid themselves of 
fi rearms,” said Clark. “This pro-
gram also allows and empowers 
residents to work with our offi ce 
to make the Bronx safe.” 

A press conference further 
detailing the gun buyback event 
will take place on Monday, Au-
gust 1 at the Bronx County Court-
house, 851 Grand Concourse, on 
the Walton Avenue side.

For more information regard-
ing the Bronx Gun Buyback pro-
gram, please call (718) 590-2272 
or visit http://www.bronxda.
nyc.gov. 311 can also provide 
more information about the pro-
gram.

Bronx DA’s offi ce to hold ‘Gun Buyback’

This upcoming ‘Gun Buyback’ will be fi rst 
to be held under DA Clark. 
 Photo courtesy of the Bronx District Attorney’s 
offi ce

Poster of the upcoming ‘Gun Buyback’ event. 
 Photo courtesy of the Bronx District Attorney’s offi ce

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Now more than ever, Na-

tional Night Out Against 
Crime is here to draw police 
and community closer to-
gether. 

The 33rd Annual National 
Night Out Against Crime 
will take place across the 
country on Tuesday, August 
2, with every police precinct 
in the borough planning rec-

reational and information 
activities for community 
members at separate events 
across the diverse borough. 

NYPD offi cials, elected 
offi cials and members of 
precinct councils are urg-
ing the community’s atten-
dance at a raft of events tak-
ing place at different times 
and places on August 2. 

“Come out,” urged a se-
nior NYPD offi cial. “(Na-
tional Night Out) is for ev-
eryone to have fun.” 

In previous years, Na-
tional Night Out has in-
cluded rides for children, 
food, games, giveaways and 
educational materials and 
demonstrations about what 
police do.

A complete list of the bor-
ough’s 2016 National Night 
Out events by precinct is 
listed below:

•40th Precinct: St. Mary’s 
Park at East 146th Street, 
East 147th Street and St. 
Ann’s Avenue from 3 to 7 
p.m. 

•41st Precinct: Southern 
Boulevard between Long-
wood and Intervale avenues 
from noon to 8 p.m. 

•42nd Precinct: 763 Jen-
nings Street from 3 to 8 p.m. 

•43rd Precinct: Metro-
politan Oval in Parkchester 
from 2 to 6 p.m.

•44th Precinct: East 169th 
Street between Walton and 
Gerard avenues 3 to 8 p.m. 

•45th Precinct: Rear of 
140 Benchley Place in Co-op 
City from 6. to 9 p.m., with a 
movie from 9 to 11 p.m. 

•46th Precinct: Grand 
Concourse at East 181st 
Street from 4. to 8 p.m. 

•47th Precinct: Grenada 
Place between Ely and Laco-
nia avenues from 4 to 8 p.m. 

•48th Precinct: Arthur 
Avenue between East 180th 

and East 181st streets from 4 
to 8 p.m. 

•49th Precinct: on Pelham 
Parkway at Wallace Avenue 
from 6 to 9 p.m. 

•50th Precinct: West 234h 
Street between Broadway 
and Bailey Avenue from 4 to 
8 p.m.

•52nd Precinct: Poe Park 
at 2640 Grand Concourse 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 

National Night Out Against Crime Aug. 2

Representatives from the 45th Precinct at a National Night Out Against Crime event in Co-op City.

Pelham Parkway community members at a recent year’s National 
Night Out Against Crime participated in a multitude of fun, engag-
ing events such as rock wall climbing.
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Please Join Us for an 
EVENING OF INTERNATIONAL  

FOOD TASTING AND FUN
on

Thursday, September 8, 2016 
6:00 to 9:00 pm

at the 
Bronx YMCA 

2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY

Recognizing Our Distinguished Honorees 
from the Past Ten Years

SPONSORED BY:

Ticket Price for Unlimited Food & Wine Tasting:  $100 per person

RSVP by Sept. 1 to Deborah Adams at deadams@ymcanyc.org or 212-912-2490

To purchase tickets online: 
 http://www.ymcanyc.org/bronx/pages/bronx-ymca-bon-appetit-fundraiser
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der pointed out,
Ponder fears that a fl y 

car responding to a car-
diac arrest may not be 
able to get the patient to 
the hospital in time.

“Sudden cardiac death 
is the number one killer 
in the U.S. causing about 
325,000 adult deaths in the 
United States each year,” 
said Ponder.

He also said, citing the 
American Heart Associa-
tion, there is a “a golden 
period of less than 6 to 8 
minutes wherein inter-
vention with an electrical 
shock or defi brillator can 
lead to a successful out-
come.”

Frank Dwyer, a spokes-
person for the FDNY, said 
the fl y cars are designed 
to free up ambulances and 
provide more help to more 
people.

In addition Dwyer 
says the fl y cars are only 
driven by the most quali-
fi ed paramedics and are 

reserved for life threaten-
ing situations.

He also explained that 
this new strategy is not 
tasked with going to the 
hospital because it is 
meant to be available at 
a moment’s notice to re-
spond to a life threatening 
emergency.

The spokesperson gave 

the example that when 
someone calls 911, the fl y 
car will be able to respond 
quicker than the other 
emergency vehicles. 

Ambulances will still 
respond to the scene, 
along with police cars and 
fi re trucks, and be able 
to transport the  patient 
to the hospital if further 
medical care is neces-
sary.

The fl y car, which will 
not go to the hospital, will 
be available to address 
the next life-threatening 
situation.

Dwyer also noted, that 
if necessary, fl y cars can 
also take patients to the 
hospital.

An additional 50 am-
bulance tours have been 
added to the city wide 
EMT network by using 
this new tool he said.

Dwyer also said the 
FDNY has “absolutely 
increased our resources 
throughout the Bronx to 
medical emergencies two 
years in a row.”
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from Page 1

Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapers

Co-op City questions FDNY’s ‘fl y car’ strategy

Alvin Ponder is worried about 
the FDNY’s new ‘fl y car’ pro-
gram 
 Photo Courtesy of Alvin Ponder

BY PAUL SCHINDLER
Through a cooperative part-

nership as well as expansion and 
planned expansion beyond Manhat-
tan, the city’s two non-profi t LGBT-
focused healthcare providers, 
Callen-Lorde Community Health 
Center and Apicha Community 
Health Center, are aiming to better 
meet the growing demand for cul-
turally competent services for New 
Yorkers.

Two important steps in that ef-
fort have now been launched. On 
Friday July 1, Callen-Lorde opened 
a new 3,500-square-foot clinic in 
Morrisania on Third Avenue near 
East 161 Street, its fi rst footprint 
outside of Chelsea in Manhattan. 
Callen-Lorde and Apicha have 
also announced a partnership un-
der which Callen-Lorde will offer 
clients it cannot serve in the time 
frame they require a “warm hand-
off” to Apicha, which currently has 
unused capacity in its clinic at 400 
Broadway in Manhattan’s China-
town.

These two developments are 
intended, explained Wendy Stark, 
Callen-Lorde’s executive director, 
to correct a current “capacity-de-
mand mismatch” facing providers 

and consumers of LGBT-focused 
healthcare.

By locating a new clinic in Mor-
risania, the organization can also 
better serve residents of that bor-
ough as well as upper Manhattan, 
including hard-to-reach consumers 
such as youth and those without sta-
ble housing.

In that spirit, Apicha is near-
ing agreement on space in Jackson 
Heights, Queens, for a clinic that or-
ganization aims to open in mid-2017, 
and Callen-Lorde, over a one-to two-
year horizon, hopes to establish a 
new facility in or near Downtown 
Brooklyn.

All of this activity comes as the 
demand for healthcare services 
grows with the full implementation 
of President Barack Obama’s Af-
fordable Care Act and a year after 
both Callen-Lorde and Apicha were 
among 266 healthcare centers na-
tionwide — only a handful of them 
focused on LGBT care — designated 
for the New Access Point program 
created under Obamacare. 

That program is designed to im-
prove public health in underserved 
and vulnerable areas — such as in 
Morrisania — and guarantees each 
organization $650,000 in annual fed-

eral funding, as well as eligibility for 
federal malpractice insurance and 
cost-based reimbursement under 
the Medicaid program. For health 
centers like Callen-Lorde and Api-
cha that offer care at low or no cost 
to certain patients, the unreim-
bursed cost of care is a signifi cant 
concern that constrains the ability 
to expand services. With roughly 
17,000 clients making 100,000 visits 
a year, Callen-Lorde’s Chelsea facil-
ities had been incurring annual un-
reimbursed costs of care running 
at about $5 million, Stark said in an 
interview last year.

And there was little doubt that 
Callen-Lorde needed more space, if 
not in Chelsea then somewhere else 
in the city. At times, Stark said, the 
two Manhattan clinics have had to 
turn away 20 patients a day, even 
with a six-days, four-evenings a 
week schedule.

The Morrisania clinic, open just 
two weeks when Gay City News vis-
ited on Friday, July 15, will allow 
Callen-Lorde to serve up to 3,800 
patients for about 20,000 visits per 
year. According to Jonathan Santos-
Ramos, the clinic’s director of oper-
ations, most of the clients served to 
date traveled from neighborhoods 

in the Bronx or Upper Manhattan, 
many from the immediate vicinity 
of the facility, though some visited 
from as far away as Brooklyn and 
Queens, with one arriving from 
Massachusetts. 

Santos-Ramos, whose previous 
positions included nine years fo-
cused on HIV work at Callen-Lorde 
as well as similar responsibilities 
with the city health department, re-
turned to Callen-Lorde four months 
ago from a Community Health-
care Network clinic in Washing-
ton Heights, where, he said, about 
three-quarters of the patients were 
Spanish speakers. The new Callen-
Lorde clinic is fully bilingual.

The Morrisania facility is part 
of a fi ve-story development in 
which the other major provider will 
be BOOM!Health, which is estab-
lishing a wellness center to provide 
HIV prevention and health-related, 
employment readiness, and other 
community services to under-
served populations including youth 
and women. BOOM!Health fi rst 
reached out to Callen-Lorde several 
years ago so that the organization 
could provide the direct medical 
services for the overall project.

One priority for the Morrisania 
facility is to serve the community 
who are homeless, have unstable 
housing situations, or have erratic 
work opportunities — all factors 
that can make it diffi cult to keep 
medical appointments. 

Using a “one-half open access” 
approach, the clinic will reserve 
half of the appointment times for 
people who call the day of or the 
day before. Between eight and 10 
percent of the patients served by 
Callen-Lorde’s Chelsea clinics are 
homeless.  However, 80 percent of its 
Health Outreach to Teens (HOTT) 
program’s patients are homeless or 
have unstable housing situations. 

Transgender clients, for whom 
culturally competent care is partic-
ularly important, are also at high 
risk for homelessness or housing 
instability.

A version of this story fi rst ap-

peared in the Gay City News. 

LGBT care comes to boro

Jonathan Santos-Ramos, the director 
of operations at Callen-Lorde’s new 
clinic in the south Bronx, with staff 
member Luis Prieto. 
 Callen-Lorde Community Health Center
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PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY
Shred your personal documents
and papers securely... for FREE!

Paper (white or colored)
Staples and paper clips

Old check books
Plastic ID cards

Credit cards
File folders

Microfilm
Microfiche
CDs & DVDs
Carbon paper
Computer disks
Empty prescription bottles

Acceptable Materials to Shred

No appointment necessary.  
Limit two boxes per household.

www.ridgewoodbank.comMember FDIC

Ridgewood is proud to partner with 
to help protect 

your privacy.

For more information call 718•881•3430

Ridgewood Savings Bank 
3445 Jerome Avenue

Bronx, NY 10467

SATURDAY
AUGUST 13th

9am - 1pm
AUGUST 13th

Ridgewood Savings BankRidgewood Savings Bank
3445 Jerome Avenue

Bronx, NY 10467


