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Asks DOT to reduce E. Tremont Avenue lanes

VACCA INSISTS 
ON ‘ROAD DIET’

Merriam Ave.tenants take landlord to court
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COHEN’S GENTLE DENTAL
Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

New Patient 
Special Exam
X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
With this ad. Expires 6/30/16.

PARTIALS
SAME DAY DENTURES

IMPLANTS
www.cohensgentledental.com

CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)
5 LOCATIONS

BRONX DOMINICAN DAY PARADE

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Tenants living in a three 

building complex in High-
bridge are suing their land-
lord after enduring years of 
substandard housing condi-
tions, they claim.  

On Wednesday, July 20, 
residents from 1307, 1311 and 
1315 Merriam Avenue fi led a 
lawsuit against their landlord, 
Diamond Property Group, for 
its alleged negligence in pro-

viding them with essential 
services.

The lawsuit presented be-
fore Bronx Supreme Court 
claims Diamond failed to pro-
vide cooking gas for more than 
fi ve months and often failed to 
provide heat and hot water.

Aside from gas outrages, 
tenants are subjected to liv-
ing with unsanitary hallways, 
staircases and common areas; 
non-functioning door locks 

and intercoms and vermin 
and cockroach infestations, 
the tenants charge.

The majority of complex’s 
tenants live on a fi xed or lim-
ited income, have young chil-
dren and speak English as a 
second language.

They claim the lack of re-
pairs and maintenance re-
sulted in the building’s  gas 
pipes bursting on November 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An elected offi cial is 

spearheading an effort for 
more traffi c controls on an 
accident-prone stretch of 
roadway, despite local oppo-
sition.

Councilman James Vacca 
is requesting that the NYC 
Department of Transporta-
tion implement a road calm-
ing plan on East Tremont 
Avenue between Waterbury 
Avenue and Bruckner Boule-
vard known as a ‘road diet.’ 

The plan was fi rst presented 
to Community Board 10 in 
spring 2015. 

The plan developed by 
DOT, part of the mayor’s Vi-
sion Zero traffi c safety ini-
tiative, was rejected by the 
board. 

The proposal calls for the 
narrowing of the roadway to 
one lane in each direction for 
several blocks and the addi-
tion of turning lanes. 

The push to slow traffi c 
comes after the death of bi-

cyclist Giovanni Nin in a 
hit-and-run incident at East 
Tremont and Mayfl ower av-
enues on Saturday, June 11. 

That death comes on the 
heels of another fatality 
where three vehicles killed a 
pedestrian, 74-year-old Angel 
Figueroa, when he was cross-
ing East Tremont Avenue at 
Puritan Avenue in October 
2013. 

“This is a situation where 
I could have sat back and said 

The Bronx’s Dominican pride was on full display at the 27th annu-
al Bronx Dominican Day Parade on Sunday, July 24 on the Grand 
Concourse. Families and friends waved Dominican fl ags, sung 
and danced while enjoying the celebration’s trademark colorful 
parade down the Concourse. The God of Colorful Photography 
graced the parade crowd with its visually stunning presence.
               Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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BRONX
2425 Eastchester Road

Bronx, NY  10469
Phone: 718-405-7500

MANHATTAN
1123 Park Avenue at 90th Street

New York, NY  10028
Phone: 718-405-7500

LOCATIONS

At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating
them as special individuals. Our practice puts patients first,
providing a positive experience through personalized care to make 
each consultation and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as
possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard of
excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx Plastic Surgery
provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic 
procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest 
standards and surgical techniques as they believe that the best 
plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and 
experience. We know that you have placed a great deal of confidence 
in us to provide a positive surgical experience and the outcome you 
desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, 
and expectation and motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure 
before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 
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JULY 
Saturday, July 9th 

MOVIE NIGHT
“MINIONS”

Saturday,  
July 23rd  

STOP  
‘N SWAP 

AND 

CARNIVAL 
12-3pm

AUGUST 
Saturday, August 13th 

SALSA FEST  
3-6pm

Tuesday, August 16th 
CELEBRATE  

ELVIS ANNIVERSARY   
7-9pm

Saturday, August 27th 
BACK TO SCHOOL   

2-5pm

SEPTEMBER 
Saturday, Sept. 10th 

MOVIE NIGHT 
“ZOOTOPIA”

 

OCTOBER 
Friday, October 7th 

MOVIE NIGHT 
“HOTEL  

TRANSYLVANIA 2”

Monday, October 31st

HALLOWEEN  
@ THE SQUARE 

5-8pm
 

NOVEMBER
Saturday, Nov. 26th 
SMALL BUSINESS  

SATURDAY 
12-4pm

Thursday, Nov. 24th 
COMMUNITY 

THANKSGIVING 
DINNER

Owen Dolen  
Recreation Center

DECEMBER
Friday, December 9th

HOLIDAYS  
@ THE SQUARE   

5-8pm

The Westchester Square BID takes pictures at all events; by your presence at these events,  
you consent the use of photographs of you in promotional materials for the Westchester Square BID.

E V E N T  S E R I E S

-5pm

5 8pppm

July 23rd 

STOP
‘N SWAP

AND

CARNIVAL
12-3pm

/WSBID                       @WSBID                     @WESTSQ_BID 

S d

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
It’s not the Fab Five - it’s 

the King Five! 
A street co-naming was 

recently held in the Bronx 
to honor a community bas-
ketball program that served 
thousands.

On Saturday, July 16, Coun-
cilman Andy King’s offi ce 
hosted a street co-naming at 
East 216th Street and Barnes 
Avenue as ‘Kings 5 Way’, in 
honor of the King 5 basketball 
team, which was founded over 
25 years ago.

King 5, a community-based 
basketball organization, was 
founded by Councilman Andy 
King’s father, Andy King, Sr., 
in the early 1970s. 

The organization’s goal and 
purpose was the get neighbor-
hood youth off the city’s street 
corners and provide them with 
recreational activity, boost 
morale and cultivate leader-
ship skills that are essential 
in everyday life.

King, Sr., who served in the 
Korean War for three years, 
even fi nanced trips outside of 
the Bronx for involved youth 
to meet professional basket-
ball players and role models 
in business.

King honors father with ‘5 Kings’ street naming
The Kings 5 Basketball Pro-

gram, which was the longest-
running basketball program 
that existed in the northeast 
Bronx between the early 70s 
and late 80s, practiced and 
played out of Olinville Park, 
now known as the Agnes Hay-
wood Playground, just outside 
of where the street co-naming 
took place.

In total, Kings 5 serviced 
more than 10,000 males, ages 8 
to 40, in neighborhoods in the 
northeast Bronx.

While in existence, Kings 
5 also competed in numer-
ous basketball championship 
tournaments across the city 
and in Westchester County, 
including the Holcomb Rucker 
Basketball League, Mount 
Vernon Fourth Street Sum-
mer League and the Runyon 
Heights Basketball League, 
among others.

King, who lived across the 
street from the park and was 
later named to All-City second 
team when he played basket-
ball at Evander Childs Edu-
cational Campus in 1981, also 
mentioned that two players 
from the neighborhood who 
played in the program even 
ended up making it to the 

NBA. 
Tom Henderson ended up 

winning the championship 
with the Washington Bullets 
in 1978, while Steve Sheppard 
was on the 1976 United States 
national basketball team 
which won the gold medal dur-
ing that year’s summer olym-
pics in Montreal, Quebec.

The street co-naming of 
‘Kings 5 Way’ was part of the 
annual Olinville Old Timers 
Day event. 

In addition to the co-nam-
ing, Councilman King and the 
Olinville Old Timers Day com-
mittee honored two residents.

Michael Pressley, a former 
coach for Kings 5, received 
the Andy King, Sr. Award and 
Cynthia Richardson, presi-
dent of the Surrey Coopera-
tive, received the Community 
Service Award.

“In the winter, we would 
even play in the rain and snow 
- it didn’t matter because we 

loved the game and the pro-
gram so much,” said the coun-
cilman.

The event was sponsored 
by Assembly Speaker Carl 
Heastie, Councilman Andy 
King, the Olinville Old Tim-
ers Day Committee, Nathans 
of the Co-Op City Bay Plaza 
Mall, Fifteen Dynasty En-
tertainment, Universal Zulu 
Nation, McCalls Bronxwood 
Funeral Home and Amalgam-
ated Bank.

(l-r) Andrial, sister, Bernice, mother, Andy King, Sr., father and Councilman Andy King. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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$1 BILLION RECOVERED FOR CLIENTS*

  800-580-0050
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The FDNY is touting its new 

‘Fly Car’ pilot EMS program that is 
geared toward providing faster and 
more effi cient emergency  medical 
service to the residents throughout 
the city.

The program, which began on 
June 20, has been the the topic of re-
cent discussion in Co-op City.

According to the FDNY, fl y cars 
are driven by paramedics who re-
spond to life threatening injuries.

Dr. Alvin Ponder, a Co-op City res-
ident and Community Board 10 mem-
ber, has claimed the fl y car system 
could be problematic because its not 
specifi cally tasked with taking a sick 
person to the hospital.

The recent loss of the Advanced 
Cardiac Life Support ambulance, 
nicknamed by fi remen ‘15-Willy’, 
from its Co-op City berth to another 
part of the Bronx, has created an 
even larger hole in EMS’ ability to 
respond to a local emergency, Ponder 
pointed out,

Ponder fears that a fl y car re-
sponding to a cardiac arrest may not 
be able to get the patient to the hospi-
tal in time.

“Sudden cardiac death is the 
number one killer in the U.S. caus-
ing about 325,000 adult deaths in the 
United States each year,” said Pon-
der.

He also said, citing the Ameri-
can Heart Association, there is a “a 
golden period of less than 6 to 8 min-
utes wherein intervention with an 
electrical shock or defi brillator can 
lead to a successful outcome.”

Frank Dwyer, a spokesperson for 
the FDNY, said the fl y cars are de-
signed to free up ambulances and 
provide more help to more people.

In addition Dwyer says the fl y cars 
are only driven by the most qualifi ed 
paramedics and are reserved for life 
threatening situations.

He also explained that this new 
strategy is not tasked with going to 
the hospital because it is meant to 
be available at a moment’s notice to 

respond to a life threatening emer-
gency.

The spokesperson gave the exam-
ple that when someone calls 911, the 
fl y car will be able to respond quicker 
than the other emergency vehicles. 

Ambulances will still respond to 
the scene, along with police cars and 
fi re trucks, and be able to transport 
the  patient to the hospital if further 
medical care is necessary.

The fl y car, which will not go to 
the hospital, will be available to ad-
dress the next life-threatening situ-
ation.

Dwyer also noted, that if neces-
sary, fl y cars can also take patients 
to the hospital.

An additional 50 ambulance tours 
have been added to the city wide 
EMT network by using this new tool 
he said.

Dwyer also said the FDNY has 
“absolutely increased our resources 
throughout the Bronx to medical 
emergencies two years in a row.”

Co-op City resident questions 
FDNY’s ‘fl y car’ strategy

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

Alvin Ponder is worried about the FDNY’s 
new ‘fl y car’ program 
 Photo Courtesy of Alvin Ponder
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Dad went to 
buy milk for the
fifth time today

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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Da Franco 
& Tony

Ristorante
SUMMER SPECIAL MENU

ANTIPASTO (Appetizer)
(Please choose one)

Vongole Oreganata
Little Neck Clams Baked 

with Herbed Bread Crumbs.

Trecolore Salad
Arugula, Endive, Radicchio, 

Ricotta Salata Cheese Lemon Dressing.

Gamberi Cocktail
Jumbo Shrimp served with Cocktail sauce.

Polipo Alla Grilla
Grilled Octopus with Arugula, 

potatoes and onions.

$3999
(Plus tax, and gratuity)

SECONDO (Main Course)
(Please choose one)

Linguine Frutta Di Mari con Aragosta
Linguini with Lobster, Calamari, Clams, 
Mussels with Basil & Light Tomato sauce.

Garganelli Alla Norma
Hand Rolled Pasta with Eggplant, Tomato, 

Basil Pesto & Fior Latte Mozzarella.

Pollo Rolatini
Breast of Chicken stuffed with spinach and mozzarella 

cheese in a light white wine sauce.

Bisteca Alla Grilla
Skirt steak grilled and sliced served over broccoli rabe 

sautéed in garlic and olive oil.

Dover Sole
Whole fi sh oven roasted with lemon and white wine sauce.

Including 
a glass 

of house wine 
or

sangria.

SUMMER SPECIAL MENU

Your Neighborhood — Your News
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3604 E. Tremont Ave., 

Bronx, NY 10465
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(718) 260-4595
General Phone:
(718) 260-4595
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(718) 260-4597
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Sports Phone: 
(718) 260-4597
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(718) 260-2500
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to 
contact you in case of ques-
tions. 

Hello readers and welcome 

to another edition of Around 
Town. 
Notable Passing Of Veteran 

Morris Park resident Mar-

shall Ralph Siciliano, 94, 
was laid to rest recently at 
Calvary Cemetary in Queens 
after a funeral service at Holy 
Rosary Church. 

During the service, Si-
ciliano was remembered and 

Pictured is a news clipping from a 1943 issue of the Bronx Home News dealing with John Marshall Siciliano’s 
POW status in World War II.

celebrated as a solider. 
He was a World War II vet-

eran who was a prisoner of 
war in a Nazi camp. During 
the funeral, a U.S. Army bugle 
corps. player played taps and 
the fl ag that draped his casket 
was presented to his nephew, 
John Marshall Siciliano. 

He was active in a veterans 
organization at the James J. 
Peters V.A.   

These days I can’t help but 
refl ect on the mood of the times 
which is world chaos. However, 
it’s heartening to know that in 
our past lives ‘once upon a time’ 
people sacrifi ced their lives to 
make this world a better place 

for the next generation. Now, 
however, all we hear about are 
people who think only of them-
selves and fi nd satisfaction in 
destroying the lives of innocent 
people.

Happy Birthday

Family and friends are 
wishing Bharati Kemraj, our 
Bronx Bollywood role model a 
happy birthday. 

Through the Bharati Dance 
Academy and The Bharati 
Foundation, this amazing 
woman is dedicated to giving 
back to the community and 
youth. 

Keep it magical. We all love 
you.

Bharati Kemraj
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PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY
Shred your personal documents
and papers securely... for FREE!

Paper (white or colored)
Staples and paper clips

Old check books
Plastic ID cards

Credit cards
File folders

Microfilm
Microfiche
CDs & DVDs
Carbon paper
Computer disks
Empty prescription bottles

Acceptable Materials to Shred

No appointment necessary.  
Limit two boxes per household.

www.ridgewoodbank.comMember FDIC

Ridgewood is proud to partner with 
to help protect 

your privacy.

For more information call 718•881•3430

Ridgewood Savings Bank 
3445 Jerome Avenue

Bronx, NY 10467

SATURDAY
AUGUST 13th

9am - 1pm
AUGUST 13th

Ridgewood Savings BankRidgewood Savings Bank
3445 Jerome Avenue

Bronx, NY 10467
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

Over 1,000 employees at Spanish-
owned Zara fashion retail stores in
New York City have over-whelmingly

chosen to join the RWDSU. It’s the biggest
retail organizing win in recent years, and Zara
workers can now look forward to having a
voice on the job, and changing things for the
better in their workplace.

But unfortunately, American-owned
companies rarely treat their employees’ legally
guaranteed right to join a union with respect, as
Zara did. At many American companies, the
right to join a union is disrespected or
downright ignored. When workers in the U.S.
attempt to organize, they often face a barrage of
harassment, intimidation, and other tactics to
prevent them from exercising their legal right
to a union voice.

Bosses hold captive meetings with
employees, telling lies about unions and
claiming they are bad for workers. They
threaten workers’ jobs, and say that they will

Our Perspective

largest clothing retailer. This agreement allowed
workers at Zara the chance to decide for
themselves if they wanted a union, without
intimidation, harassment, or the usual bag of
underhanded tricks. No union-buster showed
up to scare them, and nobody threatened to
fire them or close the store. It’s a different
approach from U.S.-owned companies, and
one that helps make workers and the company
stronger.

Zara workers – on a fair, level playing field
– chose to join RWDSU Local 1102, and now
the company and the workforce will move
forward with a strong relationship based upon
trust and respect. American
companies should follow
the model of Zara and
others who respect the
right of freedom of
association.

end up closing the workplace if they join the
union. They’ll make empty promises about
changing the way they do things if workers
don’t unionize, or even dole out small raises
or make other long-overdue changes in the
workplace in hopes of keeping the union out.

And, orchestrating it all are so-called
“consultants” – union busters – who are paid
big money to scare, threaten, and lie to
workers. These lowlifes make their living doing
whatever it takes to confuse and frighten
working people into voting against their own
interests. Republican Presidential candidate
Donald Trump recently spent over half a million
dollars on union busters in a failed effort in Las
Vegas to keep workers at his Trump
International hotel from joining a union. 

But it doesn’t have to be this way.
The RWDSU, the UFCW and Zara reached

an agreement earlier this year where the
employer agreed to remain neutral and not
interfere with the organizing drive at the world’s

Given a Fair Choice, 
Workers Choose Unions
By Stuart Appelbaum, President, 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, RWDSU, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

44 Precinct 
Saturday, June 23 , 1:53 a.m. -- Cops heard 

the shots fired that ultimately killed a victim while 
they were on patrol in a radio car. The police officers 
who heard the shots in their patrol car proceeded to 
the site, 977 Anderson Avenue, where they found a 
24-year-old man in front of that location who had 
been shot in the head. The victim was taken to Lin-
coln, where he was later pronounced dead. At the 
scene, three men who were considered ‘persons of 
interest’ were taken into custody. 

45 Precinct 
Wednesday, July 20, 4:27 a.m. -- Cops re-

ceived a report of a burglary at a pharmacy located 
at 1721 Crosby Avenue. Two black men entered the 
store by cutting the metal bars on the front gate. They 
forced open a cash register while inside and removed 
cash before fleeing. 

46 Precinct 
Monday, July 25, 5:14 a.m. -- A gruesome dou-

ble-homicide happened with cops responding to shots 
fired near East 175th Street and Weeks Avenue. When 
the police arrived on the scene they found a 37-year-
old woman shot in the torso and a 33-year-old man 
blasted in the head, back and wrist. EMS pronounced 

the man dead on arrival, and took the woman to St. 
Barnabas, where medical personnel were unable to 
save her. A weapon was recovered near the scene of 
the crime. 

47 Precinct
Monday, July 25, 2:44 a.m. -- Police respond-

ed to the call of woman stabbed at 3017 Barker Av-
enue. When the cops arrived on the scene they found 
a 49-year-old woman with a stab wound to the back. 
EMS took the woman to Montefiore, where she was 
pronounced dead. A suspect turned himself into the 
police shortly after the incident and charges are pend-
ing. 

49 Precinct
Friday, July 22, 1:00 a.m -- Cops got a report 

of an assault than involved a gun at El Rey De Co-
pas, located at 2712 White Plains Road. The sus-
pect got into a dispute with a 52-year-old man, the 
victim, while inside the location. Subsequently the 
suspect discharged a firearm striking the victim in 
the neck and chest. He was taken to Jacobi where 
he was listed in stable condition shortly after the 
incident. Cops are looking for a Hispanic man who 
is five feet, eight inches tall with black hair. He was 
last seen wearing eyeglasses, a black or grey jack-
et, dark colored pants and black dress shoes. 
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Payment Of $200
Must Be Made At Registration

REGISTER SOON
CAMP WILL SELL OUT

Camper’s Name _________________________________

 Age _______Height ___________Weight ____________

 Parent’s Name__________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________

 City ___________________State _____ Zip __________

 Home Phone____________________________________

 Parent Business Phone___________________________

 Emergency Phone_______________________________

 Parent E- mail___________________________________

 Grade in September_____________________________

 School in September_____________________________

 Adult T-shirt  Sizes (circle one)        S      M      L      XL

 Youth T-shirt Sizes (circle one)        S      M       L      XL

I hereby authorize staff of the St. Raymond’s Bas-
ketball Camp to act for me according to their best 
judgment in any emergency requiring medical atten-
tion and I hereby release, exonerate and discharge 
the camp and its employees from any and actions 
or cause of actions known or unknown for any inju-
ries incurring while at camp or on the way to camp.  
I hereby warrant my son or ward is in good physical 
condition and is capable of participating in your camp 
program and activities.  I understand that any camper 
who does not abide by the rules and the regulations of 
the camp is subject to dismissal without reimburse-
ment or recourse.  Camp is not responsible for any 
injuries or illness and camp is not responsible for per-
sonal belongings.  

Parent/Guardian Signature

X____________________________________________
   

Please make checks payable to:
St. Raymond High School

     Return this application with a non-refundable payment to:
St. Raymond High School

c/o Jorge Lopez
2151 St. Raymond Avenue

Bronx, N.Y. 10462
Camp offi ce phone: (718) 824-5050 ext. 141
Email: jlopez@straymondhighschool.org

Camp Tuition
 $200 per camper

Camp Hours
9:00am-3:00pm

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
State of the art

basketball equipment
Air conditioned

gymnasium
New outdoor courts

Two games daily
Fundamental

instructional stations
Written evaluation

Camp awards
Insurance

Camp T-shirt 
Free basketball

DAILY CAMP
SCHEDULE

 
9:00 Camp attendance

 9:15 Stretching
and Warm-ups

  9:30 Morning Stations

10:45 NBA/NCAA Games

12:00 Lunch 

12:45 Lecture

1:00 Afternoon Stations

  2:00 NBA/NCAA Games

3:00 Dismissal

3pt./Free Throw     
Contest/Playoffs

Championship  
will be played

on Friday.

Camp Awards
will be presented on
Friday at 2:30 pm.

COACHING
STAFF

Jorge Lopez
Head Varsity Coach,

St. Ray’s H.S.

Jayson Villalobos
Assistant Varsity Coach

Joe Amelio
Head Varsity “B” Coach,

St. Ray’s H.S.

Roosevelt Byers 
Head Freshmen Coach,

St. Ray’s H.S.

Rob Young, Sr.
Assistant Freshmen Coach

MISSION
Our mission is to teach and de-

velop the fundamental skills of 

basketball in a fun and compet-

itive environment.  Our experi-

enced coaches are trained to 

provide comprehensive basket-

ball instructions to help improve 

upon individual basketball skills 

in all areas of the game.  Our 

instructional stations are de-

signed to develop skills in re-

bounding, shooting, passing, 

dribbling, as well as develop 

defensive skills.  Through com-

petition and hard work, players 

and coaches work together to 

develop a winning attitude and 

emphasize the importance of 

teamwork.

CAMP LOCATION
St. Raymond HS for Boys
2151 St. Raymond Avenue

Bronx, New York 10462

Travel by bus
BX22 to Starling Avenue & Purdy St.

BX40 or BX42 to Tremont Avenue & Purdy St.

Travel by train
No. 6 Train to Castle Hill 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Conflicting

perspectives
Dear editor,
Last week a contributor be-

moaned the Congress’ failure 
to pass a bill to fund efforts to 
control the Zika virus, blam-
ing the inaction on the Dem-
ocrats in general and Senate 
Minority Leader Harry Reid 
in particular,  neglecting to 
mention the Republican ad-
ditions to the legislation that 
would reduce funding for 
Planned Parenthood, defund 
parts of the Affordable Care 
Act and reverse a ban on fl y-
ing Confederate fl ags in mili-
tary cemeteries.  

The obstructionists (Repub-
licans) are the ones who effec-
tively killed the bill by adding 
these extraneous amendments 
to the bill, with the full knowl-
edge that the Democrats 
would never eviscerate Obam-
acare or the budget of Planned 
Parenthood.  Fly Confeder-
ate fl ags in federal cemeter-
ies? Really? What on earth did 
these three amendments have 
to do with Zika? 

Republican supporters 
should be ashamed of their 
‘leadership’ and the cynical 
disregard for the health of the 
American people that Mitch 
McConnell and company ex-
hibited by dooming this bi-
partisan bill, but true ideo-
logues, like the writer, those 
who have swallowed the “cool-
aid”, continue to insist that the 
fault lies with the party that 
is truly interested in protect-
ing the American people, the 
Democratic party. Once again 
half-truths have been offered 
in an effort to paint the Demo-
crats in an unfavorable light. 
The level of intellectual dis-
honesty displayed by this con-
tributor is truly shocking. 

Pasqual Pelosi

CB 11 ULURP
corrections
Dear editor,
Being the chair of the Lan-

duse Committee of Commu-
nity Board 11 is a diffi cult job.  
Zoning is very complicated 
and nuanced. I wish to make 
the following corrections to 
last week’s ULURP article:

• In the third paragraph, it 
was stated that the property 
in question was legally non-
conforming. That is incorrect. 
It should have been stated 
that the commercial use of a 

residential property is not al-
lowed. 

• The ULURP process was 
to apply a commercial overlay 
in a residential district, not a 
rezoning.

• The commercial overlay 
process only applies to the 
twelve properties that border 
the corner of Williamsbribge 
Road and Pierce Avenue, not 
all the properties from Van 
Nest Avenue to Pierce Avenue 
on both sides of the street.

Joseph A. McManus

Community Board 11

Landuse Committee 

Recognition of
Evangelicals
Dear editor,
On Thursday, July 21 as 

the Republican Party nomi-
nee for President of the United 
States of America, Donald 
Trump said the following:  “I 
would like to thank the Evan-
gelical community because, I 
will tell you what, the support 
they have given me — and I’m 
not sure I totally deserve it — 
has been so amazing. And has 
been such a big reason I’m 
here tonight. They have much 
to contribute to our policies.”

It is important for you to 
know that whether you like 
Donald Trump or not, he is 
the only candidate who has 
publicly recognized the im-
portance of Evangelicals in 
our nation.

Everyone else mocks us 
calling us fanatics, religious 
zealots, radicals, repressive 
and oppressive.

In front of millions of view-
ers, Donald Trump told the 
world that he values Evangeli-
cals.

I, for one, am an Evangeli-
cal. I am a Democrat, and to be 
more specifi c, I am a Conserva-
tive Democrat, and everyone 
knows it.  I have been the pas-
tor of the Christian Commu-
nity Neighborhood Church for 
many years here in the Bronx, 
and I also serve as the presi-
dent of the New York Hispanic 
Clergy Organization, which 
is comprised of more than 150 
Evangelical ministers in the 
metropolitan area.

I hope and pray that other 
leaders, including Hillary 
Clinton, governors, mayors 
and other elected offi cials will 
start to pay attention to the 
Evangelical movement and 
our socially conservative val-
ues.

Rev. Senator Ruben Diaz

Save local
newsstands
Dear editor,
Prior to the 1962 newspaper 

strike of 114 days, New Yorkers 
had numerous newspapers.  

It was an era when a major-
ity of citizens received their 
news from newspapers as op-
posed to television news.    

Today there are fewer 
newspapers and only several 
hundred newsstands left. The 
profi t margin for individual 
newspaper sales can be as 
little as pennies.  Newsstand 
owners need the addition of 
other items to survive. They 
provide newspapers and many 
products that New Yorkers 
depend upon daily.The con-
tinued demise of newsstands 
since the 1960s is bad news for 
the papers.  Excessive regula-
tions from various municipal 

agencies has contributed to 
the reduction in newsstands 
over past decades.

Now Queens Councilman 
Daniel Dromm wants to in-
troduce legislation which will 
give the City Council author-
ity to vote on any permit ap-
provals for newsstands.  This 
will result in even more un-
reasonable obstacles to those 
who wish to maintain and 
expand the number of news-
stands.

Join me in patronizing the 
advertisers who help cover 
production and distribution 
costs.  This assists various 
neighborhood weekly newspa-
pers to bring you each and ev-
ery issue.  In the marketplace 
of ideas, let us hope there con-
tinues to be room for everyone, 
including our neighborhood 
local newsstands and free 
standing vending machines.

Larry Penner. 

Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapers
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Duran Auto Inc.

AUTO, 4X4, MOONROOF, LEATHER, 
83,659 MILES, $12,995

2008 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO

AUTO, ALL WHEEL DRIVE,4 CYLINDER, 
95,175 MILES ,$12,995

2008 TOYOTA RAV-4 SPORT

AUTO, 6 CYLINDER, 
84,601 MILES, $8,995

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY LE,

AUTO 4X2, 4 CYLINDER, MOONROOF, 
92,222 MILES , $9,995

2008 MERCURY MARINER

AUTO 4 CYLINDER, 
33,011 MILES, $9,995

2007 HONDA CIVIC LX

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, AUTO 4 CYLINDER, MOON-
ROOF, LEATHER, 96,287 MIKLES, $11,995

2009 NISSAN ROGUE SL

AUTO, 4 CYLINDER,AUTO, MOONROOF, 
LEATHER, 51,189 MILES $13,995

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA LIMITED

PREMIUM PACKAGE S, A/T, SUNROOF, 
LEATHER 35,825 MILES, $16,495

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA

AUTO, 4 CYLINDER, MOONROOF, 
LEATHER. 94,675 MILES $10,995 

2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA LIMITED

CONVERTIBLE, AUTO, 6 CYLINDER, 
LEATHER, 81,974 MILES, $12,495

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY SOLARA SLS

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, MOONROOF, LEATHER, AUTO,4 
CYLINDER TURBO, 58,834 MILES, $15,495.

2008 SUBARU LEGACY GT LIMITED

A/T LEATHER 
5 SPEED. 61,235 MILES, $13,995

2006 FORD MUSTANG GT

 ALL CARS ADVERTISED ARE CERTIFIED
 ALL DURAN CERTIFIED VEHICLES CARRY A 1 YEAR OR 15,000 MILE POWERTRAIN WARRANTY!
 FINANCING IS EASY. IF YOU CAN PROVE YOUR INCOME, YOU WILL BE APPROVED!
 DURAN AUTO IS A CARFAX ADVANTAGE DEALER.
 SERVICE AND INSPECTION SHOP ON PREMISES. 

     OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SAT 9AM-3PM

1280 E. Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10460

$200Off Any Used Car Purchase WithThis Coupon!LIMIT ONE PER CAR
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AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in 
AgeWell New York depends on contract renewal. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare 
Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
H4922_AWNY_4002_AS16_FILE & USE 04152016

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044 
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220

Contact us for eligibility and enrollment.

info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

Our high quality and affordable Medicare Advantage and Long Term Care plan options include:

Medicare Advantage Plans  Designed to meet the needs of  
individuals with Medicare and those with both Medicare and Medicaid. 
We have a variety of plan options and a large network of quality doctors 
and providers in the communities where you live.

Managed Long Term Care Plans  Health and long term care services at  
home or in the community for those who are chronically ill or disabled.

Seriously, choosing a  
health plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier. 

A team of conservation bi-
ologists is calling for a world-
wide strategy to prevent the 
unthinkable: the extinction of 
the world’s largest mammal 
species.

 In a public declaration pub-
lished in and edition of the 
journal BioScience, a group of 
more than 40 conservation sci-
entists and other experts are 
calling for a coordinated global 
plan to prevent the world’s 
“megafauna” from sliding into 
oblivion.

 Among the threats cited 
by the group as drivers of this 
mass extinction are illegal 
hunting, deforestation and 
habitat loss, the expansion of 
agriculture and livestock into 
wildlife areas, and the growth 
of human populations.

 “The more I look at the 
trends facing the world’s larg-
est terrestrial mammals, the 
more concerned I am we could 
lose these animals just as sci-
ence is discovering how impor-
tant they are to ecosystems and 
to the services they provide for 
people,” said Dr. William Rip-
ple, professor of ecology at Or-
egon State University and lead 
author of the study.

 Ripple worked with other 
authors on the study to exam-

ine population trends of many 
species, including many of the 
most well-known, charismatic 
species such as elephants, rhi-
nos, gorillas, and big cats that 
are now threatened with ex-
tinction.

 Approximately 59 percent 
of the world’s biggest mamma-
lian carnivore species—includ-
ing the tiger— and 60 percent 
of the largest herbivores are 
now listed on the International 
Union for Conservation of Na-
ture’s Red List of Threatened 
Species as threatened with ex-
tinction.

 “Perhaps the biggest threat 
for many species is direct hunt-
ing driven by a demand for 
meat, pets, and body parts for 
traditional medicines and or-
naments,” Dr. Elizabeth Ben-
nett, WCS’s Vice President of 
Species Conservation and a 
co-author on the study. “Only 
a massive commitment from 
the international community 
will stop this rampant destruc-
tion of so many animal popula-
tions.”

 All of these large species 
play critical roles in their eco-
systems. Species at risk include 
elephants, that provide a suite 
of vital ecosystem services as 
ecological engineers, dispers-

ing seeds and nutrients across 
vast areas. “The loss of ele-
phants in the forests of Central 
Africa is increasingly damag-
ing the function of the region’s 
most important ecosystems,” 
said WCS Conservation Scien-
tist Dr. Fiona Maisels, one of 
the study’s co-authors. “We’re 
only beginning to understand 
how vital these keystone spe-
cies are to the health of rain-
forests and other species that 
inhabit them.”

 Human–wildlife confl ict is 
a serious concurrent threat for 
many species. “With simulta-
neous loss of wildlife habitat 
and expansion of human popu-
lations and agriculture, nega-
tive interactions between peo-
ple and wildlife are bound to 
rise,” said WCS India Scientist 
Dr. Varun R. Goswami, also 
a co-author on the study. “For 
wide-ranging megafauna like 
elephants and tigers, we need 
landscape-scale conservation 
strategies, taking into account 
the increasing interface be-
tween wildlife and people.”

 Some megafauna face the 
threat of obscurity. The loss of 
elephants worldwide to poach-
ers in pursuit of ivory is well-
known and is the focus of ex-
tensive efforts to shut down 

this trade, but the study au-
thors point out that many spe-
cies are at risk from many sim-
ilar threats but are so poorly 
known that effective conserva-
tion efforts to save them are dif-
fi cult.

The paper includes a 13-part 
declaration that highlights the 
need to acknowledge the threat-
ened status of many large 
mammals and the vital ecologi-
cal roles they play. The declara-
tion also cites the importance 

of integrating the efforts of sci-
entists and funding agencies 
in developing countries where 
many species occur; the need 
for a new global framework to 
conserve megafauna; and the 
moral obligation of saving the 
world’s biggest mammal spe-
cies.

 The study titled “Saving 
the World’s Terrestrial Mega-
fauna” appears in the latest 
edition of BioScience. 

International efforts needed to save world’s largest mamals

African elephant, Amboseli Kenya.                          Photograph Varun R Goswami
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Marshall R. Siciliano

Proud member of the Greatest Generation

Former POW
(Nazi War Camp, World War II Veteran)

Marshall R. Siciliano was in a Nazi prison camp for over 2 years during WWII.

WE ALL MISS YOU
YOU WILL LIVE FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS

To Uncle Marshall

1921-2016
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST SKIN PEEL TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

JULY EXTRAVAGANZA!

BEFORE AFTER

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 
Get ready for 
the Summer!

TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

INTRODUCING OUR NEW SKIN PEEL TREATMENT BY SKIN MEDICA

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The Van Cortlandt Village Li-

brary will soon have a state-of-the-
art facility to call home.

On Monday, July 25, Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz Jr., along with Sen-
ator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Jeffrey 
Dinowitz and Councilman Andrew 
Cohen announced that $2 million in 
new funding had been allocated to re-
locate the library to a building more 
than double its current size.

The library, presently  located at 
3874 Sedgwick Avenue, will be moved 
to 3882 Cannon Place, just three 
blocks away. 

The Cannon Place property was 
formally used as a  supportive hous-
ing facility. 

The two-story, nearly 6,000 
square-foot building will replace the 
existing branch, which has been at 
its original location since 1968.

The new space would also pro-
vide useful outdoor areas for its visi-
tors, which could be a great oppor-
tunity to keep children and young 
readers engaged in recreational pro-
grams, especially during the sum-
mer months.

Currently, the existing location 
provides just one room and just over 
2,000 square feet for its users, mak-

Larger space leased 
to expand VC Library

ing programming for adults, teens 
and children very diffi cult, consid-
ering the fact that the library’s pro-
gram attendance has increased by 49 
percent in the last fi ve years.

To fund the relocation, each of the 
local elected offi cial secured $500,000 
in capital funding as part of their Fis-
cal Year 2017 budget allocations.

“I am proud to have partnered 
with the New York Public and my col-
leagues in government to help bring 
a brand-new Van Cortlandt branch 
library to the residents of the north-
west Bronx,” said Diaz, Jr. “The li-
brary is one of the most important 
institutions we have, and this new lo-
cation will allow for residents of all 
ages to enjoy an up-to-date, expanded 
branch library.”

“Libraries are sanctuaries of 
knowledge and imagination where 
the public can come to enjoy quiet 
time with a book in their neighbor-
hood,” said Klein. “The Van Cor-
tlandt branch serves its residents 
well, but we’re long overdue for an 
upgraded facility.”

“More than twice the size of the 
standing library, the new Van Cort-
landt branch will begin a new chap-
ter for community engagement and 
activities and I hope everyone in the 
area takes advantage of it,” the sena-
tor  added.

“This library branch serves thou-
sands of individuals in our area 
and an enhanced facility is greatly 
needed in our community,” said Dan-
iel Padernacht, chairman of Com-
munity Board 8. “We are thankful 
to our elected offi cials for setting 
aside funds for relocation of the this 
branch to a larger, state of the art fa-
cility, in order to provide greater ser-
vices to our community.”

The borough president’s  offi ce did 
not confi rm when the library’s relo-
cation would take place.

The Van Cortlandt Village Library will soon move to a two-story, nearly 6,000 square-foot 
building at 3882 Cannon Place. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce

This library branch 
serves thousands of 

individuals in our area 
and an enhanced facility 
is greatly needed in our 

community.
Daniel Padernacht
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The Law Offices of 
Welton K. Wisham, ESQ., CPA

Attorney, Counselor at Law & Certified Public Accountant

42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036-7414

Professional Tax Preparation By CPA/ Attorney

IRS Tax Representation/ Audit

Visit NYC.gov/knowyourzone or call 311 to find 
out what to do to prepare for hurricanes in NYC. 
#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The key to a better health 

may come with the key to the 
front door of a new apartment, 
offi cials who built a new sup-
portive housing development 
suggest. 

A new muli-unit building 
in Morrisania, that is offer-
ing housing for the formerly 
homeless, along with afford-
able rents for low-income fam-
ilies, opened on Tuesday, July 
19. 

Breaking Ground, a non-
profi t social services organi-
zation is the developer. 

The colorful façade, mod-
ern design and pleasant pub-
lic areas at the new 154-unit 
apartment building at 1191 
Boston Road will be com-
pletely occupied by August, 
said Brenda Rosen, president 
of Breaking Ground. 

The housing and sup-
port services for the formerly 
homeless at the building are 
designed to reduce Medicaid 
costs as part of the New York 

Boston Road building 
offers a healthier life

State and Governor Cuomo’s 
redesign of Medicaid. 

“We knew that if we could 
get people housed and get them 
the support services that they 
need, that the Medicaid costs 
would go down,” said Rosen, 
adding that treating health 
conditions that have not been 
treated for years in a setting 
that is not an emergency room 
will often lead to reduced 
spending on healthcare. 

The agency’s president be-
lieves that about $10,000 per 
formerly homeless person, per 
year can be saved if people who 
have been out on the street for 
months or for decades get the 
support and health services 
they need and remain in per-
manent housing. 

Among the services that 
will be provided are primary 
medical treatment and psychi-
atric care, she said. 

“The savings come from 
people not having to use pub-
lic resources when they are 
out on the street,” said Rosen, 

adding that this includes 
fewer visits to emergency 
rooms, which are most costly, 
and people getting early treat-
ment for chronic illnesses that 
are treatable leading to cost 
savings. 

Sometimes, homeless peo-
ple perish on the street from 
chronic medical conditions 
that are treatable, she said. 

Breaking Ground dedi-
cated 94 units to formerly 
homeless people who were 
high users of Medicaid dol-
lars. The remaining 60 units 
were reserved for people and 
families making from $18,000 
to $35,280 per year. 

Applications are being 
accepted for the affordable 
units. 

The 94,000 square-foot, 
12-story building features 
amenities including high-ef-
fi ciency mechanical systems 
and lighting, water-saving 
fi xtures, a green roof, fi tness 
room, computer lab, on-site 
laundry, bicycle storage and 

24-hour security. It is also a 
‘green building,’ with certifi -
cation pending.

Construction began in No-
vember 2013 and was com-
pleted earlier this year. 

The housing for the for-
merly homeless residents 
works like other rent-stabi-
lized apartments, said Rosen, 
and it is permanent, with ten-

ants expected to pay rent. 
As long as they pay their 

rent, they can stay as long as 
they like, she said. 

“I think the best thing 
about (the housing) is that it 
gives people the opportunity 
to restore their lives and be-
come contributing members 
of society once again,” said 
Rosen.  

The front façade of the building is quite colorful. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Big Opportunities Need Big Ideas
Seeking developers to strengthen the Lower Concourse area of 
the Bronx. Be a part of Mayor de Blasio’s “Housing New York” 
affordable housing plan through a new development opportunity 
located in one of the City’s most vibrant neighborhoods. 

Information Session: August 1, 2016

RSVP: LowerConcourseRFEI@edc.nyc

Submission Deadline: October 11, 2016

Download the Request for Expressions of Interest:
www.edc.nyc/LowerConcourseRFEI
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ArchCare Care Navigation Center
(855) 951-CARE (2273)

(TTY/TDD: 711)
Our Care Navigators are here to help you from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm, seven days a week.

www.archcare.org

Together, we deliver high quality care.

Terence Cardinal Cooke
Health Care Center

Mary Manning Walsh Home

San Vicente de Paúl Skilled Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center

Carmel Richmond Healthcare
and Rehabilitation Center

Ferncliff Nursing Home

ArchCare Advantage
Medicare Advantage HMO SNP

ArchCare Community Life
Medicaid Managed Long Term Care Plan

ArchCare Senior Life
Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly

Committed to Quality

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on contract renewal. This information is available for free 
in other languages. Please contact our customer service number toll-free at 1-800-373-3177, seven days a week, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. (TTY/TDD: 1-800-662-1220). Esta información está 
disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 am-8:00 pm. This plan 
is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care. Participants may be liable for the cost of unauthorized or out-of-PACE program agreement 
services. You can ask for this information for free in other formats, such as Braille, large print, data CD, audio CD or qualified reader. Puede solicitar esta información de forma gratuita 
en otros formatos, tales como Braille, letra grande, en CD, CD de audio o un lector cualificado. Medicare and New York State evaluate plans based on a 5-star rating system. Star Ratings 
are calculated each year and may change from one year to the next.             
*Not subject to star ratings                                                                                                    H1777_Stars_Approved     H4393_2016StarsAd_CMS Approved

Calvary Hospital 10 Consecutive Years of
Press Ganey Honors*

Dominican Sisters Family
Health Services

Call ArchCare. We’ll answer.
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start HcG  
Weight Loss Program

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 

OUR CLEAN START 
PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
SPRING INTO SHAPE FOR THE SUMMER

BY PAUL SCHINDLER
Through a cooperative partnership 

as well as expansion and planned expan-
sion beyond Manhattan, the city’s two 
non-profi t LGBT-focused healthcare pro-
viders, Callen-Lorde Community Health 
Center and Apicha Community Health 
Center, are aiming to better meet the 
growing demand for culturally compe-
tent services for New Yorkers.

Two important steps in that ef-
fort have now been launched. On Fri-
day July 1, Callen-Lorde opened a new 
3,500-square-foot clinic in Morrisania 
on Third Avenue near East 161 Street, 
its fi rst footprint outside of Chelsea in 
Manhattan. Callen-Lorde and Apicha 
have also announced a partnership un-
der which Callen-Lorde will offer cli-
ents it cannot serve in the time frame 
they require a “warm hand-off” to Api-
cha, which currently has unused capac-
ity in its clinic at 400 Broadway in Man-
hattan’s Chinatown.

These two developments are in-
tended, explained Wendy Stark, Callen-
Lorde’s executive director, to correct a 
current “capacity-demand mismatch” 
facing providers and consumers of 
LGBT-focused healthcare.

By locating a new clinic in Morri-
sania, the organization can also better 
serve residents of that borough as well 
as upper Manhattan, including hard-
to-reach consumers such as youth and 
those without stable housing.

In that spirit, Apicha is nearing 
agreement on space in Jackson Heights, 
Queens, for a clinic that organization 
aims to open in mid-2017, and Callen-
Lorde, over a one-to two-year horizon, 
hopes to establish a new facility in or 
near Downtown Brooklyn.

All of this activity comes as the de-
mand for healthcare services grows 
with the full implementation of Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s Affordable Care 
Act and a year after both Callen-Lorde 
and Apicha were among 266 healthcare 
centers nationwide — only a handful 
of them focused on LGBT care — des-
ignated for the New Access Point pro-
gram created under Obamacare. 

That program is designed to im-
prove public health in underserved and 
vulnerable areas — such as in Morri-
sania — and guarantees each organi-
zation $650,000 in annual federal fund-
ing, as well as eligibility for federal 
malpractice insurance and cost-based 
reimbursement under the Medicaid 
program. For health centers like Cal-
len-Lorde and Apicha that offer care at 
low or no cost to certain patients, the 
unreimbursed cost of care is a signifi -
cant concern that constrains the ability 
to expand services. With roughly 17,000 
clients making 100,000 visits a year, Cal-
len-Lorde’s Chelsea facilities had been 
incurring annual unreimbursed costs 
of care running at about $5 million, 
Stark said in an interview last year.

And there was little doubt that Cal-
len-Lorde needed more space, if not in 
Chelsea then somewhere else in the 
city. At times, Stark said, the two Man-
hattan clinics have had to turn away 

20 patients a day, even with a six-days, 
four-evenings a week schedule.

The Morrisania clinic, open just two 
weeks when Gay City News visited on 
Friday, July 15, will allow Callen-Lorde 
to serve up to 3,800 patients for about 
20,000 visits per year. According to Jon-
athan Santos-Ramos, the clinic’s direc-
tor of operations, most of the clients 
served to date traveled from neighbor-
hoods in the Bronx or Upper Manhat-
tan, many from the immediate vicinity 
of the facility, though some visited from 
as far away as Brooklyn and Queens, 
with one arriving from Massachusetts. 

Santos-Ramos, whose previous po-
sitions included nine years focused on 
HIV work at Callen-Lorde as well as 
similar responsibilities with the city 
health department, returned to Callen-
Lorde four months ago from a Com-
munity Healthcare Network clinic in 
Washington Heights, where, he said, 
about three-quarters of the patients 
were Spanish speakers. The new Cal-
len-Lorde clinic is fully bilingual.

The Morrisania facility is part 
of a fi ve-story development in which 
the other major provider will be 
BOOM!Health, which is establish-
ing a wellness center to provide HIV 
prevention and health-related, em-
ployment readiness, and other com-
munity services to underserved popu-
lations including youth and women. 
BOOM!Health fi rst reached out to Cal-
len-Lorde several years ago so that the 
organization could provide the direct 
medical services for the overall project.

One priority for the Morrisania fa-
cility is to serve the community who 
are homeless, have unstable housing 
situations, or have erratic work oppor-
tunities — all factors that can make it 
diffi cult to keep medical appointments. 

Using a “one-half open access” ap-
proach, the clinic will reserve half of the 
appointment times for people who call 
the day of or the day before. Between 
eight and 10 percent of the patients 
served by Callen-Lorde’s Chelsea clin-
ics are homeless.  However, 80 percent 
of its Health Outreach to Teens (HOTT) 
program’s patients are homeless or have 
unstable housing situations. 

Transgender clients, for whom cul-
turally competent care is particularly 
important, are also at high risk for 
homelessness or housing instability.

A version of this story fi rst ap-

peared in the Gay City News. 

LGBT care comes to boro

Jonathan Santos-Ramos, the director of op-
erations at Callen-Lorde’s new clinic in the 
south Bronx, with staff member Luis Prieto. 
 Callen-Lorde Community Health Center
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DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE SUN-THURS

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT: WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

HOME OF THE AGED
BLACK ANGUS

STEAK
18oz Rib Eye
12oz Filet Mignon
16oz Shell Steak

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.
We Now Have Parking In Our New Lot!  In The Service 

Station On The Corner Of Gerber and East Tremont

All You Can Eat $1995

Sunday Brunch
Buffet

German & Seafood Specials Daily

ENTERTAIMENT 
AT THE WICKED WOLF

THURSDAY NIGHT
Peter McKiernan

On guitar

FRIDAY NIGHT &
SATURDAY NIGHT

DJ
SUNDAY EVENING AT 9PM

Karaoke

THIS WEEK’S ENTERTAINMENT

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

ALL FOR ONLY $25

LOBSTER WITH MUSSELS AND CLAMS IN A 
RED OR WHITE SAUCE AND COMES WITH A 

CHOICE OF POTATO AND VEGETABLES

SHORE DINNER
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A plan to reduce the num-

ber of civilian-owned fi rearms 
is underway.

On Saturday, August 6, 
the NYPD and Bronx DA’s of-
fi ce will host two gun buyback 
events as part of the Bronx 
Gun Buyback program. 

These events will take 
place at Fellowship Taberna-
cle of Praise, COGIC, 1234B 
East Gun Hill Road, between 
Pearsall and Throop avenues, 
as well as at Evangelical Gari-
funa Church, 344 Brook Av-
enue, between East 141st and 
142nd streets. The simulta-
neous events will take place 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.

The Gun Buyback will al-
low civilians to turn in their 
operable handguns, rifl es, as-
sault rifl es, shotguns or air 
guns in exchange for pre-paid 
debit cards, which will be is-
sued after the gun is screened 
by offi cers and determined 
to be operable. The cards are 
bank cards and can be used 
like cash.

According to the Bronx DA’s 
offi ce, guns must be placed in 
a plastic or paper bag/box 
when they are brought to the 

Bronx DA’s offi ce to hold ‘Gun Buyback’

drop-off site. 
If a gun is being trans-

ported by car, the gun must 
be transported in the trunk of 
the car.

An individual may sur-
render as many guns as they 
please, but they will only re-
ceive payment for up to three 
guns. 

Active or retired law en-
forcement offi cers and li-
censed gun dealers are not 

eligible to participate in the 
program.

In 2015, there were two gun 
buyback events held in New 
York City, which resulted in 
88 guns being turned in. 

This event is the fi rst one 
of its kind being held under 
Bronx District Attorney Dar-
cel Clark, who replaced Rob-
ert Johnson as Bronx DA at 
the beginning of the year.

“Gun Buybacks are great 
for this borough and this city 
because it gives residents the 
opportunity to rid themselves 
of fi rearms,” said Clark. “This 
program also allows and em-
powers residents to work with 
our offi ce to make the Bronx 
safe.” 

A press conference fur-
ther detailing the gun buy-
back event will take place 
on Monday, August 1 at the 
Bronx County Courthouse, 
851 Grand Concourse, on the 
Walton Avenue side.

For more information re-
garding the Bronx Gun Buy-
back program, please call (718) 
590-2272 or visit http://www.
bronxda.nyc.gov. 311 can also 
provide more information 
about the program.

This upcoming ‘Gun Buyback’ will 
be fi rst to be held under DA Clark. 
 Photo courtesy of the Bronx District 
Attorney’s offi ce

Poster of the upcoming ‘Gun Buyback’ event. 
 Photo courtesy of the Bronx District Attorney’s offi ce
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Monday - Friday  3:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday  9:00am-6:00pm

#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER PERFORMING 
ARTS DAY CAMP AND SUMMER CLASSES
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Pickup 
& 

Delivery 
Available 

For 
Your 

Convenience!

HERE ARE 11 REASONS 
why you should be coming to Flannery’s for your new kitchen

KITCHENS!
KITCHENS!!
KITCHENS!!!

We Beat Home Depot Prices!

We Sell Only All WOOD Cabinets...No Particle Board or Cardboard!

Fast, FREE Delivery In 1/4 The Time Of The Big Store!

Granite Tops Delivered and Installed In Less Than 1 Week!

Personal One On One Service!

WE Install Everything WE Sell!

No Automated Delivery Lines Or Customer Service Waits!

No Outsourced Installations!

Customize Your Kitchen The Way You Want It!

One Stop Shopping For All Kitchen Needs!

Free Plans and Drawings

Ask About Our Special Senior Citizen Discounts!

Flannery’s
Home Center

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
3395 E Tremont Ave. | Bronx, NY 10461 

Come visit 
our fully stocked 
hardware store 
and showroom!
For fast prompt 

service call Dave at 
914-879-6676

License # 2017358DCA

$500 
OFF

Any Fully 
Renovated 
Kitchens
WITH THIS COUPON
Coupon must be presented 
at the time of sale.
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SE HABLA ESPAÑOL 

3395 E Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10461 

718-792-9060
License# 2017358DCA 

❍ Carpet Cleaning? 
❍ Screen Ripped? 
❍ Leaky Pipe? 
❍ Faulty Electric? 
❍ Need to Change A Lock? 
❍ Window Repair or 
 Installation? 
❍ Glass Repair?  
❍ Door Hanging? 

❍ Ceiling Fan Installation? 
❍ Painting? 
❍ Appliance Installation 
 or Repair? 
❍ Sheetrock or Hole Patch? 
❍ Clean Up or Clean Outs? 
❍ Junk Removed? 
❍ Electrical Work? 
❍ Plumbing?

THE WINDOW & SCREEN EXPERTS!
Keep Out Those
UNWANTED HOUSE GUESTS!

New Window Installation
Window Repair
Larson Screen Doors
Screen Repair
Glass Repair
Prompt, Professional Installation

FREE 
ESTIMATES

$5 OFF
EACH SCREEN 
WITH THIS AD. 
NO LIMIT.

Flannery’s Home Center
718-792-9060 Pickup & Delivery Available 

For Your Convenience!SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Flannery’s
Home Center

Bronx Johnson

A Name You Can Trust   and Much More...

Call Your Neighborhood Handyman at 
Bronx Johnson/Flannery’s Hardware

NO MIDDLEMAN!

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

718-792-9060

COME VISIT OUR 4000 SQUARE FOOT HARDWARE STORE!
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A local veteran was recently named 

the American Legion’s Department of 
New York ‘Legionnaire of the Year.’ 

The honor was bestowed upon Wa-
terbury-LaSalle resident Joseph Mon-
dello during the organization’s New 
York State convention, that took place 
from Wednesday, July 13 to Saturday, 
July 16 in Binghamton, NY. Ten le-
gion districts from around the state 
had submitted a candidate for consid-
eration. 

The award was presented as recog-
nition of his years of  volunteer activ-
ism as a legionnaire since 1996. 

He is a member of Theodore Ko-
rony American Legion Post #253 since 
1993, and has twice served as its com-
mander. 

“It was nice to receive the award; 
my peers made me feel honored,” 
said Mondello, adding that he saw the 
award as a ‘pat on the back’ for his 
hard work.

“I accepted the award on behalf 
of all legionnaires, we are all volun-
teers,” he said.  

Mondello is a Vietnam-era veteran 

Local veteran named 
‘Legionnaire of the Year’

who was inducted into the U.S. Air 
Force in April 1975, just weeks before 
the war ended. He served four years in 
Mississippi, Japan and at the Pentagon 
in Washington D.C., he said. 

The former military man said he 
joined the American Legion because 
it gave him the opportunity to use his 
talents in audio, sound, video and com-
munications on behalf of veterans. 

He operates a small business called 
Wide Area Communications that spe-
cializes in installing satellite commu-
nications, security cameras, sound 
and related equipment. 

The legionnaire developed and pro-
duced a public access talk show called 
Veterans Focus in 1996 and 1997. Many 
of the guests on the show were Ameri-
can Legion members from around the 
state, he said. 

Mondello was also affi liated with 
the American Legion Department of 
New York Public Relations team from 
1998 to 2008, where he taught veterans 
the latest technology. 

Additionally, he’s also been active 
since 1998 in organizing an annual 
Flag Day assembly at P.S. 14. 

He started the tribute  to Old Glory 
when his son was a student, and the re-
sulting presentation, called The His-
tory of Our Flag, has been held every 
year since with the American Legion’s 
blessing. 

The program, which  promotes 
patriotism and Americanism on or 
around June 14, has expanded to other 
schools. 

He provides sound services for the 
City Island Memorial Day Parade and 
the Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade. 

He helped coordinate a Manhattan 
concert for veterans who had served in 
Afghanistan, he said. 

Mondello is humble about his ac-
complishments. 

“I don’t talk and brag, I just like to 
do things,” he said. “I am glad when 
things work out and I  accomplish 
something.”

He encourages fellow veterans to 
join the American Legion, if for no 
other reason than to give veterans is-
sues a voice on Capital Hill. 

“Even if you don’t become an ac-
tive member, part of your dues goes 

to lobbyists who advocate for veterans 
rights,” said Mondello. “If you join, and 
then you don’t want to be active, just 
pay your dues and you will be helping 
yourself and  fellow veterans.” 

Waterbury-LaSalle legionnaire Joseph Mon-
dello has been named New York State Le-
gionnaire of the Year. 
 Photo courtesy of Joseph Mondello

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Parkchester resident Margaret 

Comaskey commitment to education 
helped her receive the Angela Merici 
medal from the College of New Ro-
chelle.

Comaskey, a 1961 graduate from 
the college, received the medal during 
the CNR 76th Annual Alumni College 
Weekend in June.

According to the college’s press 
offi ce, the medal is “ bestowed upon 
outstanding alumnae/i for their ex-
ceptional loyalty to the church and to 
the college as well as for distinctive 
achievement in their careers.”

“I’m grateful,” Comaskey said of 
receiving the medal. “It refl ects my 
appreciation of the college and what 
it does for expanding education to a 
wider and wider group of people.”

Throughout her career, Comaskey 
has shown a dedication to education.

She earned a chemistry degree from 
CNR and a Ph.D in physical chemistry 
from New York University.

After graduating, she spent a brief 
time in teaching before making a ca-
reer in textbook publishing, working 
for Worth Publishers, Inc.

In addition to her commitment to ed-
ucation, she has also worked with the 
her church and many of its charitible 
organizations

Currently, Comaskey attends the 

Parkchester resident wins CNR’s Angela Merici Medal
Church of St. Anthony in Manhattan 
and works as a communications volun-
teer for the Sisters of Charity Center in 
Riverdale.

The charity, according to its web-
site, works to reveal “the Father’s love” 
by helping “all in need, especially the 
poor.”

Comaskey, now retired, said she 
has more time to give to the church 
and has become more involved in char-
ity work.

She said, “Faith really does cover 
everything one does.”

She’s also noticed that “even if it 
isn’t church related, people tend to do 
a lot of good to help other people.”

In addition to doing charity work, 
Comaskey also volunteers as a teacher 
at the New York Botanical Garden.

“Botany when you get into it is even 
more interesting [than chemistry],” 
said Comaskey.

Comaskey said her favorite part of 
teaching young children at the garden 
is to help them “discover and learn 
about science and encourage them at 
an early age that they may learn and 
grow with it.”

(Right) Margaret Comaskey received the 
Angela Merici Medal from Judith Huntington 
(at right), president of The College of New 
Rochelle.
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE

IGRT RADIATION THERAPY
RADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY-
IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Motorists travelling 

through Pelham Bay Park 
are now witnessing new signs 
alerting them to watch for 
deer s. 

Among a number of sign 
enhancements in the park, the 
NYC Department of Trans-
portation installed three deer 
crossing signs after hearing 
the concerns of local residents 
and elected offi cials. 

The signs have long been 
on the City Island Civic As-
sociation’s agenda, with its 
members reporting numerous 
deer-related incidents over the 
years to government agencies 
and insurance companies, 
said John Doyle, CICA board 
member. 

A DOT spokeswoman 
stated that the deer crossing 
signs were installed after the 
agency made the determina-
tion that they were needed 
based on NYPD crash data. 

Councilman James Vacca 
had been able to get a variable 
message sign warning of deer 

Deer crossing signs 
installed in PelBay Park

crossings installed tempo-
rarily in the park for several 
weeks at the end of 2015. 

He said he made a request 
to DOT that permanent signs 
be installed in the park while 
alerting offi cials at the agency 
of several accidents involving 
deer and motorists. 

“(The signs) are at three lo-
cations around Shore Road and 
Bartow Circle,” said Vacca. 
“I think they serve as a good 
warning to people that there 
can be deer in the Bronx.”

The councilman said that 
some motorists may not ex-
pect to see deer in the borough 
given its urban setting. Vacca 
thanked DOT for listening to 
his and the local community’s 
concerns. 

The signs are especially 
needed along Shore Road, 
said the councilman, because 
of the swerving nature of the 
roadway and a nearby wildlife 
refuge. 

There are also ongoing in-
frastructure issues along part 
of the road, according to local 

activists, making driving on 
Shore Road more dangerous. 

The signs have been in-
stalled on Shore Road at the 
county line, eastbound on 
Shore Road between City Is-
land Road and Bartow Circle 
and next to the circle itself. 

The DOT installed signs 
after being facing a similar 
upswing in the deer popula-
tion on Staten Island, where 
the agency responded with a 
similar action, stated Doyle. 

“I think this is a case 
where persistence paid off,” 
said Doyle. “The civic has 
written countless letters on 
this for years, followed up on 
those letters with conversa-
tions with DOT offi cials and 
documented incidents with 
photos, videos and even in-
surance reports.”

Doyle believes that the 
growing body of evidence re-
lated to deer made it clear to 
DOT that warning motorists 
was necessary, he said.  

In 2007, 2009 and 2010 Sena-
tor Jeff Klein wrote letters on 

behalf of the CICA about the 
deer issue in the park, said 
Doyle. The senator has been 

an advocate for better safety in 
the park in more recent years, 
said his spokeswoman. 

Three new deer crossing signs, like this one at Bartow Circle, were in-
stalled in Pelham Bay Park recently. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods Herbs Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 07/31/16

SANTA CRUZ ORGANIC 
LEMONADE ASSORTED
32 .OZ  2/$4.00

SO DELICIOUS COCONUT MILK 
YOGURT ASSORTED 5.3 

.OZ  $1.79
TOFURKY SAUSAGES 

ASSORTED 14 .OZ  
$4.29

 MUIR GLEN ORGANIC PASTA 
SAUCE  

25.5 .OZ  2/$6.00
GARDEN OF EATIN TORTILLA 
CHIPS SELECTED VARIETIES 

FROM 7.5 .OZ  TO 8.1 .OZ  
2/$5.00
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904 Morris Park Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469

(718) 597-9869

andreasdancestudio.com

Andrea’s 
Dance

Studio

There is still time 

to Register 

for our 

Summer Performing Arts 

Day Camp 

& Nightly Summer 

Intensives.

Till August 11th

Call to Inquire about Pricing

EARLY REGISTRATION 
FOR FALL IS NOW OPEN 

$15  
We will be having 

Auditions August 16th 
for our Regional & 

National Award winning 
Competition Teams

Tap/Jazz/Lyrical Company

Hip Hop Company

Acro Company

Offers:

Ages:

#1 Studio in the Bronx for over 55 Years!

SEE BELOW
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Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at 
participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Not applicable to installed carpet or area 
rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off site cleaning process. Priced by square foot. As applicable, discount applies to the smallest 

area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING

1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY
AREA RUG  |  24 HOUR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES

SAFE, GENTLE,
THOROUGH CLEAN

Cleaning Completed By 8/31/16
Promo Code: 25AREA

ORIENTAL & FINE
AREA RUG CLEANING

$25
OFF

Blink Fitness, the premium-
quality, value-based fi tness club, an-
nounced the opening of its new club, lo-
cated at 645 East Tremont Avenue. The 
club is slated to open in the fall/winter 
of 2017.  Blink Fitness is growing rap-
idly with more than 50 clubs open or 
in development. The company’s rapid 
expansion and continued success is 
attributed to its unique Mood Above 
Muscle™ philosophy, which focuses 
less on the physical results and more 
on the mood-boosting potential that 
comes from being active.

 The club will add to ongoing de-
velopment in the neighborhood, occu-
pying more than 13,000 square feet of 
space with a spacious, colorful, and 
bright design. Guests can expect top-
of-the-line cardio and strength equip-
ment, knowledgeable and friendly 
staff, and a crew of nationally certifi ed 
personal trainers.

 “We are thrilled to be in the Trem-
ont community. Located on two newly 
constructed upper fl oors, this will be 
a bright inviting gym space.” said Bill 

Miller, vice president of real estate for 
Blink Fitness. “We’re sure that our 
Mood Above Muscle™ philosophy and 
the idea that feeling good is the new 
looking good will be a great fi t for the 
neighborhood.”

 Refl ected in a recent ad campaign 
titled “Every Body Happy,” Blink pro-
motes a change to the ongoing rheto-
ric around fi tness via spirited visuals 
of confi dent and happy gym goers who 
come in all shapes and sizes.

 Blink has created a unique Feel 
Good Experience™ at every club to en-
hance each member’s visit and make 
Blink unlike any other gym. This in-
cludes respectful and friendly staff, 
bright and open gym design using col-
ors that are scientifi cally proven to en-
hance mood, a spotlessly clean facility, 
and music specifi cally selected to mo-
tivate members. Best of all, member-
ships start at only $15 per month. 

 Blink plans to open more than 300 
additional gyms by the end of 2020 
through franchising and continued 
growth of corporate-owned locations.

Blink Fitness continues growth in the borough
* * *

The National Association of Col-
legiate Women Athletics Administra-
tors (NACWAA) has named Hostos 

Community College (CUNY) ath-
letic director Krishna Dass a 2016 Ad-
ministrator of the Year Award recipi-
ent. The Administrator of the Year 
Award is presented annually and hon-
ors NACWAA members for signifi cant 
contributions made in athletic admin-
istration.

 Dass has thrived while participat-
ing in a wide variety of activities that 
benefi t a diverse population of stu-
dents and staff members. Since join-
ing Hostos in 2013, she has effectively 
managed the budget, implemented a 
new website for heightened program 
exposure, secured donors, and devel-
oped programs that affect student-ath-
letes and staff.

 Hostos president Dr. David Gómez 
said Dass has improved the lives of the 
student-athletes at the College, while 
supporting the Ccollege’s mission. 

“We could not be more proud of the 
job Krishna has done to raise the bar 
for our athletic programs,” Gómez 
said. “Her commitment to raising 
the academic standards of all of our 
athletes is also something to be cel-
ebrated. This honor is certainly well-
deserved.”

* * *

In September, Calvary Hospital 
will be starting a new group “The First 
Day of the Rest of Your Life: A mean-
ing Centered Psychotherapy Group for 
Bereaved Individuals.”

Some of the topics that we will dis-
cuss are: telling our stories; sharing 
the narrative of our lives; exploring 
who we are after our loved one has 
died; and identifying what gives our 
lives meaning

The group will meet on Mondays, 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at Calvary Hospi-
tal, 1740 Eastchester Road.

This group is open to any adult 
members who have previously at-
tended and graduated from a bereave-
ment support group whether it was at 

Calvary Hospital or another organiza-
tion.

For more information, contact Ra-
man K. Mohabir, LMHC, NCC, at  (917) 
708-0133.

* * *

Baldor Specialty Foods, the premier 
ingredient source for NYC’s best chefs, 
announced a collaboration with Whole 
Foods Market’s Northeast Region that 
will make the company’s selection of 
unique culinary items available to 
home cooks for the fi rst time through 
an in-store, digital kiosk called The 
Baldor Forager which will launch ex-
clusively on July 26 in coordination 
with the grand opening of Whole Food 
Market Williamsburg, located at 238 
Bedford Avenue in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

The Baldor Forager is tailor-made 
for an era when retailers must compete 
for the business of an increasingly so-
phisticated customer. 

Despite surging interest, spe-
cialty ingredients are rarely available 
through brick-and-mortar retailers. 
The inaccessibility of these items is re-
fl ected in search results, where two of 
the terms most commonly associated 
with a wide array of specialty ingre-
dients are “where to buy” and “substi-
tute.”

When The Baldor Forager launches, 
it will satisfy the growing demand for 
wild mushrooms, heirloom produce 
and other items that were once the se-
cret of the metro area’s top chefs. The 
Baldor Forager’s digital interface will 
encourage exploration, discovery and 
a retail experience focused on custom-
ization. Shoppers will be able to place 
their orders conveniently at The Bal-
dor Forager kiosk and return for in-
store pick-up in a day or two on aver-
age.

Baldor will curate items based on 
uniqueness, seasonality and popular-
ity with celebrated restaurants like 
Estela and Daniel. At launch, offerings 
will include fresh, water-grown was-
abi root, white strawberries and an un-
usual variety of lavender-hued mush-
room from France called a Bluefoot.

• NACWA Names Hostos Director Administrator Of The Year

• New Group At Calvary: “The First Day Of The Rest Of Your Life” 

• Baldor Specialty Foods Collaborates With Whole Foods Market
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

BY TONY SALIMBENE
You may know 

of someone becom-
ing increasingly 
worried about their 
loved one’s inability 
to adjust after re-
turning home from 
our current confl ict, behaviors as if they were 
still in a combat zone, but they are back in a nice 
town, safely at home.

Or are they?  Serious behaviors driven by Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)(DSM-IV-TR 
Appendix E).  The last you heard he or she was 
going to the VA Hospital to seek help and then 
bang - the sad news of suicide.

One of the Four Pillars we are formed around 
is the care and rehabilitation of our buddies in 
need and their families and we must never forget 
that.  They may consider the American Legion 
a bunch of ‘old guys’ but with age comes the ex-
perience and knowledge that is revered in other 
cultures.  Been there - done that - got the T shirt.  
We hope they will listen and accept our help.  We 
may have to change our ways too.

New Yorkers should be proud of the recently 
established Veteran’s Court, not an excuse for be-
havior but a diversion program designed by and 
manned by veterans to seek treatment rather 
than incarceration for minor lapses in judgment.  
Jail time sometimes makes matters worse, of-
fering little rehabilitation for PTSD and related 
issues.  We hope other jurisdictions will get on 
board.

As we move forward with committees and ad-
visory boards, these ideas (and these newsletters) 
are only as good as the dedicated post members 
who will respond ‘grass roots’, recognizing PTSD 
as a real time medical emergency.  Of course I’m 
including the Auxiliary, Sons and Riders as front 
line fi ghters to help at least stem the tide of these 
tragedies.

Prayers go out to the families and as we say, 
remember those still suffering physical and men-
tal  disabilities, may the Lord cheer them and 
bring them His comfort and happiness.

Until next time: Will your post identify some 
young heroes and invite them in?

BY GEORGE AMATO
Well this is my 

sixth article and no 
one has called me 
for any information. 
I know you Marines 
are out there, so get 
off your butts and 
call or you will give me 50.

Come down to the Sam Young Post 620, located 
at Ericson Place and Wellman Avenue. Ask the 
bartender for a membership application.

The Detachment will meet on Friday, Septem-
ber 9, at 7 p.m. Bring your DD-214.

The Sam Young Post number is (718) 822-8873, I 
can be reached at (929) 920-6903.

Semper Fi!!

    
    

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
YO

UR
 NE

IGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEW
S

®

The Bronx Times
On-Line

Your world is
24/7... NOW

so are we.

TOP BRONX NEWS STORIES



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 29-AUGUST 4, 201632    BTR

The Bronx Democratic County Committee honored six distinguished community leaders during its annual award dinner gala on Wednesday, July 13 
at the Marina del Rey. This year’s honorees included Congressman Eliot Engel; Vincent Alvarez, NYC Central Labor Council president; Sylvia Lask, 
Bronx Democratic County Committee president; Henry Garrido, District Council 37 executive director; Philip Ozuah, executive vice president and 
COO of the Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore and Kathy Zamechansky, KZA Realty Group president.

Bronx Dems Host Annual Dinner Awards Gala

(l-r) Assembly Speaker Heastie, Governor Cuomo and Assemblyman Marcos Crespo had a great time at the event. Photo by Laura Stone

Senator Adriano Espaillat addressed 
the crowd  Photo by Laura Stone

Assemblyman Crespo, Bronx Demo-
cratic County Committee chairman, 
gave a riveting speech at the cer-
emony. Photo by Laura Stone

(Above) (l-r) Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. met with Mazeda 
Uddin, Alliance of South Asian 
American Labor national wom-
en’s coordinator and Senator 
Espaillat during the celebration.
 Photo by Laura Stone

Governor Cuomo shared words of 
encouragement with Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie’s daughter, 
Taylor. Photo by Laura Stone
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Dear Sam, 

The pressure you’re putting me under is too much.  

I QUIT!  
Sincerely,

 

Your Heart

Don’t let your heart quit on you. If you are living with high blood pressure, just knowing and doing 
the minimum isn’t enough. Uncontrolled high blood pressure could lead to stroke, heart attack or death.

Get yours to a healthy range before it’s too late. Find out how at heart.org/BloodPressure

Check. Change. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Now more than ever, Na-

tional Night Out Against 
Crime is here to draw police 
and community closer to-
gether. 

The 33rd Annual National 
Night Out Against Crime will 
take place across the country 
on Tuesday, August 2, with ev-
ery police precinct in the bor-
ough planning recreational 
and information activities for 
community members at sepa-

National Night Out Against Crime Aug. 2
rate events across the diverse 
borough. 

NYPD offi cials, elected of-
fi cials and members of pre-
cinct councils are urging the 
community’s attendance at a 
raft of events taking place at 
different times and places on 
August 2. 

“Come out,” urged a se-
nior NYPD offi cial. “(National 
Night Out) is for everyone to 
have fun.” 

In previous years, National 

Night Out has included rides 
for children, food, games, give-
aways and educational materi-
als and demonstrations about 
what police do.

A complete list of the bor-
ough’s 2016 National Night Out 
events by precinct is listed be-
low:

•40th Precinct: St. Mary’s 
Park at East 146th Street, East 
147th Street and St. Ann’s Av-
enue from 3 to 7 p.m. 

•41st Precinct: Southern 
Boulevard between Longwood 
and Intervale avenues from 

noon to 8 p.m. 
•42nd Precinct: 763 Jen-

nings Street from 3 to 8 p.m. 
•43rd Precinct: Metropoli-

tan Oval in Parkchester from 
2 to 6 p.m.

•44th Precinct: East 169th 
Street between Walton and 
Gerard avenues 3 to 8 p.m. 

•45th Precinct: Rear of 140 
Benchley Place in Co-op City 
from 6. to 9 p.m., with a movie 
from 9 to 11 p.m. 

•46th Precinct: Grand Con-
course at East 181st Street 
from 4. to 8 p.m. 

•47th Precinct: Grenada 
Place between Ely and Laco-
nia avenues from 4 to 8 p.m. 

•48th Precinct: Arthur Av-
enue between East 180th and 
East 181st streets from 4 to 8 
p.m. 

•49th Precinct: on Pelham 
Parkway at Wallace Avenue 
from 6 to 9 p.m. 

•50th Precinct: West 234h 
Street between Broadway and 
Bailey Avenue from 4 to 8 p.m.

•52nd Precinct: Poe Park at 
2640 Grand Concourse from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. 

Representatives from the 45th Precinct at a National Night Out Against Crime event in Co-op City.

Pelham Parkway community members at a recent year’s National Night 
Out Against Crime participated in a multitude of fun, engaging events 
such as rock wall climbing.
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

PUG MONTH SPECIAL - FREE TOOTHBRUSHING

“Corby”

PUG MONTH

Corby is a 10-year-old Pug.
His birthday is March 2, 2006.

Fun fact: Corby has over 100 stuffed animals 
that he loves to play with. He loves eating bread. 

His favorite hobby is sleeping and snoring

The Pug is a breed of dog with a wrinkly, short-muzzled face and curled 
tail. The breed has a fi ne, glossy coat that comes in a variety of colours, 
most often fawn or black, and a compact square body with well-developed 
muscles.

Pugs are known for being sociable and gentle companion dogs.[3] The 
breed remains popular into the twenty-fi rst century, with some famous 
celebrity owners. A Pug was judged Best in Show at the World Dog Show 
in 2004.

-Wikipedia

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

Dine In Only
WITH THIS AD

10OFF
%

ALLEY CAT
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE
SMOKEHOUSE

(718) 824-0168

Smoked Brisket, 
Fall-Off-The-Bone 

St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, 

Wide Assortment 
Of Side Dishes
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Home Of The

2014

50% OFF
First Color Service

CHUCHI from Le Cache
moved here

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

Offi ce/Retail Space - Tremont Avenue - great foot, car and bus traffi cStarting at 
$800/Month

COMMERCIAL SPACE

Shared offi ce space on East Tremont Ave.  Luxury Space with room for 3 Desks for 
$1500/month.
Private offi ce available on East Tremont Ave for $1000/month.

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT

$25
PLUS TAX

Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Soundview. 3 bedroom private house with hardwood fl oors. $2150

840 Dean Avenue
Magnifi cent 3800 Sq. Ft. Two Family Waterfront Home On An 8600 Sq. Ft. Lot Looking Over 
The Long Island Sound. Private Beach With 25x30 Ft. Deck With Gazebo. The Home Consists 
Of Four Floors Of Indoor Living And Entertaining Space. Five Bathrooms In The Main Home. 
Garage And Unlimited Storage Space. This Gorgeous Home Consists Of Top End Heating And 
Central Air. Stainless Steel Appliances And Granite Counter Tops. Hardwood Floors With Dark 
Borders. Magnifi cent Views From Every Part Of This Home Which Consists Of Oversized Patio 
Doors And Windows. The Second Apartment Is A Beautiful Duplex With Terrace and 1.5 Baths. 
On Street Side Of Property.

 $1,588,888
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St. Benedict’s School Class of 1966 at their 50th anniversary at the American Turner Club. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The St. Benedict’s School Class of 1966 shared a half century of memories at their reunion on Saturday, July 9 at the American Turners Club.

ST. BENEDICT’S CLASS OF 1966 REUNION

As part of TD Bank’s ‘Bring Change’ campaign, TD Bank’s Pelham Parkway branch served as a designated hub to support the Jewish Community Council of Pelham Parkway on Friday, July 
15. All funds raised will support JCCPP’s continuous efforts toward bettering the lives of East Bronx community members as the neighborhood’s only walk-in social services center.

TD BANK SUPPORTS JCC OF PELHAM PARKWAY

TD Bank presented David Edelstein (1st on r), JCCPP executive director, with a check as part 
of their contribution to the fundraiser. Photo by Miriam Quin

Everyone was encouraged to donate whatever funds they had toward the worthy cause. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

AMVETS Post 38 members celebrated their milestone fi rst annual golf outing at Pelham Split Rock Golf Course. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Guests dined on mouth-watering patriotic cupcakes made 
by Brittany Lombardi. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

AMVETS Post 38 hosted a golf outing fundraiser on Friday, July 15 at Pelham Split Rock Golf Course for the fi rst time since 2012. Superstorm Sandy almost totally decimated the post four 
years. The  funds will be used toward the fi nal phase of the building’s renovations.

AMVETS POST 38 HOSTS GOLF OUTING
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Years ago, when Marcia 

Zug read a  GQ magazine  article 

about mail-order brides, she 

was revolted. A high-fl ying New 

York City photographer, fed up 

with all the demanding models 

he was dating, wanted to fi nd a 

subservient woman to make him 

happy. So he ordered a pretty 

bride from a foreign country.

When the bride got here he 

found her annoying, too. So he 

sent her home — pregnant with 

his child — and went back to 

dating models.

Zug never forgot that piece. 

And even after she left her home-

town of Manhattan to become a 

professor of family and immigra-

tion law at the University of South 

Carolina, she felt she had to ex-

pose the evil men who get their 

brides by mail. She delved into 

her research and guess what?

Now she’s married … to a 

very different narrative. 

“I’m not suggesting that this 

is the marital path for every-

body,” Zug said in a phone call. 

But in her new book, “Buying 

a Bride: An Engaging History 

of Mail-Order Matches,” (NYU 

Press) she presents the opposite 

of the idea she went in with. Far 

from depressing and degrading, 

mail-order matrimony “can ac-

tually be a very good choice for 

certain people in certain situa-

tions.” 

The book starts at the dawn 

of mail-order love: Jamestown, 

Virginia, circa 1600. Unlike New 

England, which was settled by 

families, Jamestown was settled 

by men. Conditions horrendous 

— one settler described it as 

“hell, a misery, a death” — and 

there weren’t any English-speak-

ing women to not enjoy it with. 

Some men hightailed it home, 

others married Native American 

women and went to live in their 

comfi er villages. In desperation, 

the Virginia Company decided to 

try attracting Englishwomen by 

paying their dowries. For young 

women toiling as servants just to 

save up enough to marry, the of-

fer was liberating, and about 140 

came over.

They got to choose their hus-

bands and seem to have been 

treated quite well, thanks to the 

laws of supply and demand. 

Laws were written to keep them 

happy. They could, for instance, 

legally break an engagement — 

something they couldn’t do back 

in England.

Fast forward to the Western 

frontier a couple hundred years 

later when, once again, Ameri-

can men were heading out, and 

women weren’t. As much as 

these men needed wives, some 

women back east needed hus-

bands. These included women 

appalled by the local prospects, 

like the gal who placed this ad in 

a Missouri paper in 1910: 

“Attractive women, not a day 

over thirty, would be pleased to 

correspond with eligible man. 

Would prefer one with property, 

but one with a good paying po-

sition would be satisfactory. The 

young lady is of medium height, 

has brown hair and gray eyes, 

not fat, although, most decidedly, 

she is not skinny. Her friends say 

she is a fi ne-looking woman. 

Object matrimony. Reason for 

this advertisement, the young 

woman lives in a little dinky town, 

where the best catches are the 

boys behind the counters in the 

dry goods and clothing stores, 

and every one of ’em is spoken 

for by the time he is out of his 

short pants.”

Gosh, I’d marry her — what 

spunk. Zug found little evidence 

of exploitation or mistreatment 

of these brides. And today, the 

same holds true.

Americans seeking brides 

can easily go online to meet 

prospects. Most of the women 

live in Asia or Eastern Europe. 

And while it seems like a ter-

rible imbalance — any schlub 

with U.S. citizenship can attract 

a desperate catch — it is a bet-

ter marriage market for every-

one.

“The women come from 

countries where their pros-

pects are not great,” says Zug. 

Some live where they’re not al-

lowed to pursue a career. Some 

live where they are worthless if 

divorced, widowed, already 

have children, or are simply too 

old — perhaps 25. They look to 

America, and the path to get 

here is marriage. 

“These men are often much 

more attractive to them than 

the men they see in their coun-

tries,” says Zug. 

The men are not allowed 

to marry women sight unseen. 

Legally they must meet at least 

once before they marry, and the 

mail-order sites organize trips 

to get the prospects together.

Once here, says Zug, the 

brides not only have far rosier 

prospects than back home, 

they often make the men shape 

up, too. As in “I’m learning a 

whole new language. Go get 

your GED!” 

And unlike the GQ article, 

many of these couples live 

happily ever after — maybe 

even happier than most, since 

everyone likes to get a surprise 

in the mail. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and author and 

founder of the book and blog 

Free-Range Kids. 

What’s not to like about mail-order brides?

(Above) Police conducted a thorough investigation at Weeks Avenue where two 
people were gunned downed in an early morning shooting on Monday, July 25. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

EARLY MORNING SHOOTING ON WEEKS AVE.SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

One of two victims killed in an early Monday morning shooting in Mount Hope has 
been identifi ed by police. According to law enforcement offi cials, 37-year-old Jahaira 
Duverge and her 33-year-old unidentifi ed male friend were hanging out with friends 
on Weeks Avenue near East 175th Street following the 27th Annual Bronx Dominican 
Day Parade when they were shot to death around 5 a.m. on Monday, July 25. Duverge, 
a mother of four, re-married almost four years ago after her husband was fatally shot 
nearly a block away from where she was killed this past Monday morning. Both vic-
tims were discovered by Duverge’s husband when he returned from grocery shopping. 
Duverge was rushed to St. Barnabas Hospital with a gunshot wound to her torso, but 
succumbed to her injuries. Her friend was pronounced dead at the scene after being 
shot in the head, wrist and back. No arrests have yet been made, however police are 
on the hunt for at least one gunman in this case. A gun was recovered at the scene, 
however a motive behind the shootings remains unknown. Anyone with information 
about this shooting is asked to called NYPD Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls 
are kept strictly confi dential.
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An annual international food festival served up the best culturally diverse dishes the Bronx has to offer. Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj hosted the ninth annual Allerton Avenue International Food Festival on Saturday, July 16 at Allerton and Barnes avenues. The 
celebration featured a food tasting competition; live musical performances by Jumpin’ Dragons and Gene DiNapoli and several family-friendly 
activities such as face painting, bounce houses and hayrides. (Above left) Guests satisfi ed their tast buds with several delectable treats such 
as Antojitos tacos del pastor. (Above right) Senator Klein and Assemblyman Gjonaj had fun hosting the annual international food show. 

Photo by Miriam Quin

Food FestivalFood Festival

(l-r) Allerton Tenants and Homeowners Associations Frank Vignali and Joseph 
Menta celebrated with John Marano, Community Board 10 fi rst vice chairman. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Antojitos tacos del pastor won an award for ‘Best Presentation’ at this 
year’s fair. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Gene DeFrancis, Allerton 
International Merchants Asso-
ciation director, 1st place win-
ner Lotus Flame Restaurant’s 
Jennifer Garib, judge Chef 
John Denizard and 2nd place 
winner Mama Rosa. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

INTERNATIONAL
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
‘Survival of the fi ttest’ is 

a phrase we are all familiar 
with, learned in school when 
we studied natural selection.  
Most people assume that this 
phrase means that ‘the stron-
gest survive’.  What Darwin 
actually was referring to 
was those that are “better de-
signed for an immediate, local 
environment”, as he stated in 
the 5th edition of On the Ori-
gin of Species.  The way I un-
derstand it is that those that 
are better suited to adjust to 
changing environmental con-
ditions are the ones that will 
survive.  

For example, in current 
times of drought, those that 
make efforts to create more 
effi cient rainwater collection 
systems and practice ‘dry 
farming’ (a method of irriga-
tion still practiced in Europe, 
especially in vineyards where 
irrigation systems are not al-
lowed) have a better chance 
than those who continue to 
rely on municipal water sup-
plies.  

California, which is still 
suffering from a drought, is 
where Americans grow at 
least 50% of our food.  This 
includes not just annual veg-
etable crops, but fruit and nut 
tree orchards and vineyards.   
Quite often, when it does rain 
on the west coast, they suffer 
from mudslides due to poor 
rainwater collection infra-
structure.  

European vineyards, uti-
lizing land practices that help 
plants retain water, create a 
root structure that extends 
from 20 to 30 feet into the 
soil, allowing plants to access 
moisture from underground 
sources such as aquifers.  It 
also creates a more fl avorful 
grape.  Conventional irriga-
tion practices in the US result 
in plants with root structures 
only 2 to 3 feet deep.   Instead of 
allowing the plants to access 
underground water sources in 

a sustainable rate, American 
farmers drain aquifers to ir-
rigate their crops.  Not a sus-
tainable practice.  

Whether the changes are 
man made or part of the natu-
ral processes on earth that con-
trol our weather patterns is a 
moot point, quite frankly, and 
serve to illustrate my point.  In 
the 1930s, the country was suf-
fering from what we all know 
as the Dust Bowl.  What I fi nd 
fascinating about this period 
of history is that the causes of 
the Dust Bowl were wide rang-
ing:  changes in environmen-
tal conditions such as ocean 
temperatures and rainfall, 
manmade changes such as the 
aforementioned loss of topsoil 
due to increase in agriculture 
combined with socioeconomic 
changes that nobody could 
have foreseen.   

For example, in the early 
20th century, the Russian Rev-
olution caused a worldwide de-
crease in the supply of wheat 
and other commodity crops 
such as cotton.  The advent of 
WW1 further increased de-
mand and drove up prices.  
The United States stepped up 
their agricultural production 
to meet these needs and this 
included the cultivation of the 
Great Plains.  

For centuries, the native 
grasses of the Great Plains 
held soil in place and helped 
retain moisture during dry 
seasons.  But American farm-
ing stripped the land by deep 
plowing.  Cotton fi elds left bare 
during the winter deprived 
the soil of needed nutrients.  
After years of this, combined 
with an extended drought, 
large swaths of the country 
dealt with almost daily storms 
of dust clouds that made life 
unbearable.  

The Depression didn’t 
help either.  Farmers who 
wanted to make changes to 
adapt couldn’t due to falling 
crop prices.  Banks in the 
Dust Bowl region failed at a 

higher rate than elsewhere, 
so farmers could not get credit 
to make the changes to crops 
more suitable to eroded land 
or for any upgrades that would 
have helped them adapt.  Even-
tually, the federal government 
stepped in and with the help 
of a team of soil scientists, 
they created programs that 
included the planting of mil-
lions of trees along the Cana-
dian border to Abilene, TX 
to be a wind break and assist 
with soil retention.  

Many farmers, unable to 
maintain their herds of live-
stock, sold the animals off 
to Federal programs to save 
their farms.  If you’ve read the 
book (or seen the movie), The 
Grapes of Wrath, you might 
know that the Dust Bowl cre-
ated a great migration and dis-
placement of population.  Ken 
Burns made a documentary in 
2012 called The Dust Bowl, I 
highly recommend it as an in-
troduction to this fascinating 
time in our history.

We are still feeling the af-
fects of the Dust Bowl today.  
The positives were the under-
standing of better soil manage-
ment practices and ultimately, 
the triumph of the human 
spirit to overcome hardship.  
Our American culture will be 
forever changed by the migra-
tion to the West Coast and its 
development as a major popu-
lation center.  

The negatives are the loss 
of families raising herds of 
livestock that feed and graze 
on pasture, replaced by large 
CAFO’s run by huge corpora-
tions.   Gone are family farms 
that raise a variety of crops, 
replaced by agribusiness and 
monocrops with intensive ir-

rigation utilizing deep wells 
into the aquifer.  After WWII, 
the use of artifi cial pesticides 
and fertilizers coupled with 
giant harvesters created im-
mense crops year after year, 
regardless of rainfall.  Amer-
ican farmers began to think 
that technology was the an-
swer to all the old problems 
of farming:  dealing with the 
variables of weather, rainfall 
and disease.  

In the end, we’ve learned 
nothing.  Our current conven-
tional practices are not sus-
tainable and the food produced 
is not as nutritious.  Unfore-
seen complications are affect-
ing the health of Americans.  
Nobody could have foreseen 
that animals raised in CAFO’s 
and fed corn and other chemi-
cals would be biochemically 
different than the animals 
that humans had hunted and 
then raised for the last million 
years, and how that would af-
fect our health.  Nobody could 
have foreseen the affect of the 
nitrogen-based fertilizers we 
started using in the 1940’s on 
our crops and how they would 
leach into the water and cause 
vast swaths of the Gulf of Mex-
ico to be unable to sustain 
life.   

But it is not all doom and 
gloom.  That triumph of the 
human spirit that we Ameri-
cans are so famous for?  Well, 
that is what will help us.  
Making ‘better decisions’ 
about food doesn’t mean 
that you have to spend more 
money on food.  It means 
reading labels and putting 
in a little more effort.  But 
most importantly, it means 
that we need to understand 
where our food comes from.  
Accessing the local and re-
gional food system via CSA 
and farmer’s markets is sim-
ply the best way to do this.  It 
also opens you up to a com-
munity of people who are try-
ing to do the same thing and 
love to share information.

Here in Throggs Neck, we 
are blessed to live in a com-
munity where most of us live 
in single family homes with 
the opportunity to grow veg-
etables in our own backyard.  
Communities like Edgewa-
ter, where private homeown-
ers have small properties 
have combated this problem 
by creating the Garden in the 
Park, where families have 
plots within the garden and 
are raising food via the Straw 
Bale Garden method.  

Area schools are creating 
their own gardens and even if 
all they accomplish is one day 
of offering students a salad 
made with the on site pro-
duce, that is still probably the 
best meal those children will 
get at school all year.  I am 
meeting with one of the city 
council candidate’s tomorrow 
night to discuss this very is-
sue:  how do we create food 
gardens in schools and what 
impact can they have on cur-
riculum and the health and 
well being of our students?  
Perhaps telling the story of 
the Dust Bowl during history 
class opens up the subject 
of how disparate events can 
be connected (i.e.: the Rus-
sian Revolution and the Dust 
Bowl).  Perhaps telling the 
story of the Dust Bowl dur-
ing science class opens up the 
subject of weather patterns 
and their affect on us.  Per-
haps telling the story of the 
Dust Bowl during literature 
class opens up the discussion 
of how this migration affected 
us culturally through books, 
music and movies.

To argue against action 
while sticking one’s head in 
the sand is anathema to our 
ability to survive.  To argue 
about how something hap-
pened at the cost of actually 
doing anything is also not 
helping us.   The only thing 
that saves us is action.

Be the change you want to 
see in the world.

 Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto announces that the 
MetroCard Mobile Van will be 
parked at the curb in front of 
the his district offi ce located 
at 3602 E. Tremont Avenue, 

Assemblyman Benedetto sponsors MetroCard Van
on Friday, August 12, between 
the hours of 1 to 3 p.m.

The MetroCard Mobile Van 
enables:

• Senior citizens 65 years 
of age or older to apply for Re-

duced-Fare MetroCard and re-
ceive a temporary card on the 
spot. (Bring proof of age such 
as a Medicare card and valid 
photo identifi cation);

• People with disabilities 

that qualify, and who present a 
Medicare card and valid photo 
ID such as a driver’s license to 
apply for Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card;

• Daily riders to add money 

to their Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card; and

• Everyone to get all Metro-
Card questions answered.

For more information, call 
(718) 892-2235 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Assemblyman Michael Benedetto (back, 2nd on l) joined the Throggs Neck Merchants Associaton at its annual golf outing at Pelham Split Rock Golf Course. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Throggs Neck Merchants Association scored an ‘hole in one’ with its annual golf outing held on Thursday, July 14 at Pelham Split Rock Golf Course.

TN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION HOSTS GOLF OUTING

Triangle Equities, local elected offi cials and stakeholders celebrated the grand opening of 
Triangle Plaza Hub, a $35 million, multi-use complex located at 458 E. 149th Street in The Hub 
on Wednesday, July 13. The 88,000 square-foot community-centric development houses a 
Fine Fare Supermarket, Brightpoint Health, DaVita Dialysis Center, Vistasite Eye Care, Boston 
Market, Dunkin Donuts, a 6,000 square-foot plaza for public enjoyment and Metropolitan 
College of New York’s Bronx Campus where classes will begin this September.

TRIANGLE PLAZA HUB OPENS FOR BUSINESS

Local elected offi cials, business and community leaders formally welcomed Triangle Plaza 
Hub to the neighborhood. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Former New York Jets and Miami Dolphins football player, Joe Kowalewski paid a surprise 
visit to patients staying in the Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore on Tuesday, July 19. Rep-
resenting the philanthropic organization ‘Bear Givers’, Kowalewski distributed teddy bears 
and spent some quality time with the young patients to brighten their day.

NFL’S JOE KOWALEWSKI VISITS CHAM PATIENTS

Thirteen-year-old Matthew Cruz (l) spoke with former NFL player Kowalewski during his 
heart warming visit to the hospital. Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

Fun was in season when Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted the annual ‘Bronx Summer Concert Series’ at Orchard Beach on Sunday, July 17. The event featured incredible live musi-
cal performances from MTG All Stars Orchestra introducing Rosio Valentin ‘La Brava de la Salsa’; R&B, Latin Jazz and Pop group, Ladybird Sunshine and The King Tut Ensemble and Salsa 
powerhouse, E.C. Salsero. (Below left) Ladybird Sunshine and the King Tut Ensemble gave a crowd pleasing performance at Orchard Beach.  (Below right) Borough President Diaz, Jr. (r) 
shared some of his freestyling skills with DJ Ralphie Mercado. Photo by Laura Stone

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES AT ORCHARD BEACH
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Action
Association

BY JOHN CERINI 
INSURANCE AGENT

Home owners that are pay-
ing a mortgage need to read 
this.  If your mortgage is like 
most, you pay principal, inter-
est, taxes and insurance or bet-
ter known as P.I.T.I.  Because 
this monthly mortgage pay-
ment includes your real estate 
taxes and your home insur-
ance, you never have to pay a 

Home Insurance Tip of the week?
separate bill for these expenses.  
By doing so, we become compla-
cent and neglect to question the 
increases in our monthly mort-
gage payment.  Sometimes due 
to an error in billing or pay-
ments, your home insurance 
may lapse.  

When your policy lapses, 
your mortgage company will 
immediately spring into ac-
tion to protect their investment 

in your home, and force place 
coverage. Lender-placed in-
surance is hazard insurance 
that is placed on a home, which 
you agree to when you sign for 
your mortgage.  You give the 
mortgage company permission 
in advance to do so if a home-
owner’s insurance lapses or is 
cancelled. It’s a vital part of the 
mortgage application, protect-
ing both the home owner and 

their mortgage company.
 If you eventually purchase 

a new policy, you may replace 
the lender-placed policy.  How-
ever, beware that the lender 
forced-place policy is usually 
twice the cost of the original 
policy you purchased.  Some-
times the forced-placed insur-
ance does not offer the home 
owner the same coverage.  

Therefore, keep an eye on 

your monthly mortgage pay-
ment.  If it goes up, try to fi nd 
out why.  If it goes up by more 
than $75 a month, you should 
immediately check if the policy 
you chose in still in effect.  If 
you suspect this may have hap-
pened to you, give us a call and 
we will help investigate for you.  
Call us at (718) 829-3200.  We are 
open Saturdays and here when 
you need us all year round.

BY FRANK V, VERNUCCIO, JR.
Recent statements and ac-

tions by key elected and ap-
pointed offi cials have high-
lighted a deeply worrisome 
trend. Politicized judges, attor-
neys generals, agency offi cials 
and elected offi ce holders have 
unlawfully hijacked their posi-
tions for illicit purposes.

The unprecedented scale, 
over the past seven and one-
half years, of the abuse of pub-
lic resources and agencies for 
partisan political purposes is 
a major threat to the American 
form of government. The ef-
fort has grown thanks in part 
to the lack of serious criticism 
by a media that largely agrees 
with the goals (even if they are 
uncomfortable about the meth-
ods of achieving them) of those 
who are responsible to these af-
fronts to the Constitution and 
the very concept of equality un-
der the law.

The resulting size and scope 
of the disregard, as a result of 
these actions, for First Amend-
ment rights of speech and as-
sembly is deeply troubling. 
The Internal Revenue Service 
harassed nonprofi t groups 
that disagreed with the White 
House. The Federal Commu-
nications Commission sought 

(unsuccessfully) to place moni-
tors in newsrooms in response 
to the White House’s anger that 
talk radio stations were sub-
stantially disagreeing with 
presidential policies, and has 
attempted to harass a lead-
ing news organization that 
has been highly critical of the 
Administration. The Federal 
Election Commission has im-
posed draconian penalties in 
response to minor infractions, 
if the alleged violator is of a 
party not in power in the White 
House.

The latest examples come 
from both elected government 
as well as the legal system.

The illegal use of the law it-
self as a partisan weapon was 
highlighted this year by the 
attempt of 17 Democrat-led at-
torneys general, led by New 
York’s AG Eric Schneider-
man, to harass think tanks 
and research organizations for 
merely disagreeing with Presi-
dent Obama’s climate change 
policy. Subpoenas were issued 
to research and writing orga-
nizations such as the Competi-
tive Enterprise Institute for no 
valid legal reason other than to 
further the oppression of those 
who have different views than 
the White House.

One truly wonders whether 
these individuals have even a 
basic comprehension of their 
role. An attorney general’s job 
is to enforce the law.  They are 
neither policy makers nor are 
they the strong arm enforc-
ers of a politician or a politi-
cal party. Their actions have 
led to investigations into their 
unlawful actions.  Congress is 
examining the actions of both 
Schneiderman and Massachu-
setts Attorney General Maura 
Healey for what has been de-
scribed, according to reports 
in the Washington Times, as 
their “coordinated efforts to 
deprive companies, nonprofi t 
organizations, scientists and 
scholars of their First Amend-
ment rights.”

The unlawful assault by 
Democrat elected offi cials on 
those disagreeing with Presi-
dent on climate change has 
taken to an extremity never be-
fore seen in this nation. A pro-
posed legislative bill in Califor-

nia cleared two committees in 
the state legislature that would 
have actually criminalized es-
pousing a view that opposed 
the concept of man-made global 
warming.

Once considered a paragon 
of impartiality, the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation has also 
succumbed to the epidemic of 
politicization. The Free Bea-
con reports that agents in-
volved in the investigation of 
Hillary Clinton’s email scan-
dal were required to sign an 
unusual non-disclosure agree-
ment about their work, a prob-
able forerunner to the startling 
decision to not indict the Demo-
crat presidential candidate for 
acts which any other individ-
ual, as even FBI director Jim 
Comy admits, would have re-
sulted in punishment.

The Congressional affairs 
newspaper The Hill puts it this 
way:“Despite clear evidence, 
which would culminate in an 
extensive tour at a government 
facility in Leavenworth, Kan., 
for you or me, the director of 
the FBI failed to recommend 
any form of accountability for 
Clinton, now the presumptive 
Democratic presidential nomi-
nee; no prosecution, no loss of 
access to classifi ed material, no 

loss of future positions of ‘spe-
cial confi dence and trust’ with 
the U.S. government.”

The abuses of offi cial posi-
tions for partisan purposes do 
not just occur at the national 
and state levels.  The almost 
exclusively Democrat NYC 
Council, reports the NY Post, 
used taxpayer dollars and city 
government resources to pro-
duce  a “report” that paints a 
biased, critical picture on the 
impact  of presidential candi-
date Donald Trump’s policies 
on the city.

Refreshingly, one act, that 
of Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg, did uniquely 
receive widespread condemna-
tion. Justice Ginsberg, (who in 
2012 during a speech in Cairo 
made the stunning statement 
that if she were drawing up a 
constitution today, she would 
not use the U.S. Constitution 
as an example) openly criti-
cized the Republican presiden-
tial candidate, a move which 
violates the necessity of impar-
tiality on the part of the august 
body on which she sits.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio broad-
casts at amfm247.com, and visit 
comactainc.com.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
Our next scheduled meet-

ing will be this Tuesday Au-
gust 9 at the Sanz Banquet 
Hall, 815 Allerton Avenue. 
Doors will open at 7 p.m. and 
meeting will begin at 7:30 
p.m.

And just like that ... It is 
time to prepare for the holi-
days. Not you... You enjoy the 
many days left in the sum-
mer... but we at the merchants 
association must get every-
thing lined up and prepared 
for the season.

Starting with preparations 
for the Halloween Party and 
Parade. But more importantly, 
we will get a start on collect-
ing for the holiday lights.

First notices will be deliv-

ered soon. We would love to 
wrap up the collection by Sep-
tember, end of October the lat-
est. By now it should be sec-
ond nature and you should be 
ready to join the rest of your 
neighbors and colleagues.

I stress again, merchants 
who contribute to the holiday 
lights are merchants that are 
still on Allerton. That’s be-
cause community relation-
ship is invaluable to busi-
ness. When the community 
sees your Sponsorship sign in 
your window, it helps.

We are also dedicated to 
helping our neighbors get 
their holiday lights up as well 
this year. We are as strong 
and safe as our neighbors so 
we must work together.

We are also going to ex-
pand outwards to paint mail-
boxes and other areas where 
graffi ti lives, once the weather 
cools down a bit. We are also 
collecting for our annual mu-
ral project.

We have a few stores open. 
We are active in helping to fi ll 
them and shifting the face of 
Allerton with new businesses. 
If you have any requests, 
reach out to us.

Any complaints, reach out 

to us. File a 311 complaint and 
send us the complaint num-
ber.

Finally we were able to 
get an upside down sewer cap 
right side up and resolve sev-
eral noise complaints.

No problem is too big or 
too small. Your community is 
your business so get involved.

Come to the meeting. Join 
the merchant association for a 
small fee and you will receive 
a discount card to some of 
your favorite stores as well as 
a subscription to The Bronx 
Times.

We will be helping out 
at the Cruger Avenue Block 
party and Parkside commu-
nity event.

Join our Facebook page - 

Allerton International Mer-
chants Association.

Email us at AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com.

Tell us how our shops are 
doing or share with us what 
kind of business you would 
like to see open on Allerton.

Please make sure to check 
up on your neighbors dur-
ing this heat. Especially the 
elderly. Remember to drink 
plenty of water.

And fi nally, we will be 
conducting a Back to School 
Clean Up in September so we 
will put together the details 
for that and share the infor-
mation here and on Face-
book.

Until then, enjoy the sum-
mer.
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(l-r) Tantiana Montgomery, Rhonda Ottley and Luis Santiago collected money for the Jimmy 
Fund at the Concourse Plaza Multiplex Cinema. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Concourse Plaza Multiplex raised funds for the 67th annual Jimmy Fund/Variety Children’s 
Charities Theatre Collections from Monday, June 20 to Thursday, July 28 with all contri-
butions going directly toward supporting lifesaving adult and pediatric patient care and 
cancer research at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston.

CONCOURSE PLAZA MULTIPLEX FUNDS
 CANCER RESEARCH

Assemblyman Benedetto presented a resolution to an excitied Christopher DeJesus. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto presented a resolution to Christopher DeJesus’ fam-
ily proclaiming May 14, 2016 as ‘Childhood Apraxia Awareness Day’ in New York State on 
Wednesday, July 20.The assemblyman introduced the resolution at the request of DeJesus’ 
parents, Michael and Addy to bring awareness to Apraxia, a speech disorder causing chil-
dren to have extreme diffi culty learning to speak.

BENEDETTO RAISES APRAXIA AWARENESS

History was made when the descendants of Anne 
Hutchinson attended a reunion celebration at the 
Bartow Pell Mansion Museum on Saturday, July 23. 
Following the reunion, the descendants met with 
members of the East Bronx History Forum, Anne 
Hutchinson Year 2016 and Bartow Pell Mansion Mu-
seum for a lecture and luncheon at Pelham Split 
Rock Golf Course.

ANNE HUTCHINSON’S
 DESCENDANTS VISIT

 BARTOW PELL

Anne Hutchinson’s descendants met with members of the East Bronx History Forum, Anne Hutchinson Year 2016 and Bartow Pell Mansion Museum around Anne Hutchinson’s memorial 
tree planted three years ago. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce hosted several business 
professionals for a business breakfast networking event 
on Thursday, July 21 at Applebee’s in the Hutchinson Metro 
Center on 1776 Eastchester Road.

CHAMBER HOSTS BUSINESS
 BREAKFAST EVENT

Bronx Chamber of Commerce members and business pro-
fessionals met at Applebee’s for an entertaining and infor-
mative networking breakfast. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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BY MARY JANE MUSANO
I read the Bronx 

Times article regarding 
the poor gentleman that 
was killed by a hit and 
run driver on Tremont 
Avenue.  I’m still try-
ing to fi gure out how 
someone could come to the conclusion 
that this sad event could possibly be 
the fault of Community Board 10’s deci-
sion to vote down the NYC Department 
of Transportation’s dangerous and un-
acceptable traffi c plan for Tremont Av-
enue.  Instead, our community board 
should be thanked for making a good 
decision.  We did not make this decision 
alone.  Board members spoke to busi-
ness owners and residents and over-
whelmingly this plan was thought to be 
unsafe for Tremont Avenue.  The will of 
the people and the board members who 
take voting on such things very seri-
ously must stand.

Right now, drivers speed down our 
streets, make unlawful U-turns and 
double park.  The problem is not just on 
Tremont Avenue.  It happens on Crosby 
Avenue as well.  A plan to make Trem-
ont Avenue a one lane road each way 
will only make a dangerous situation 
worse.  What will happen when some-
one double parks?  What will happen 
when there is a delivery to a store?  Is 
anyone thinking of how dangerous this 
will be?  I’ve thought about the many 
scenarios that will take place and I can-
not understand how anyone could think 
that making Tremont Avenue a two lane 
road would make it safer.

That being said, there are ways to 
make our streets safer, and we have 
been asking for those things to happen 
but our requests have fallen on deaf 
ears.  We need traffi c calming on many 
of our streets, not just Tremont Avenue.  
When people speed, make illegal U-
turns and double park, they should be 
ticketed.  But in order to do this we need 
more police.  

Hiring more police would accom-
plish more than just traffi c calming.  A 
police presence on streets like Trem-
ont and Crosby would not only make 
our streets safer but our communities 

as well.  A bump up of 
community policing 
would give our offi cers 
a chance to get to know 
store owners and resi-
dents and a relation-
ship would be fostered 
of unity and respect.

There are many other ways of tack-
ling this problem.  Posting 25 MPH 
signs along Tremont along with the use 
of electronic signs that remind drivers 
of their speed would be helpful.  But, 
of course, you need offi cers to enforce 
that.  Installing live cameras along 
Tremont would also help in several 
ways.  Police could monitor the speed 
of motorists and also check on the clubs 
along Tremont that have been problem-
atic.  When people drink too much they 
are much more liable to speed, leave the 
scene of a crime and do other things 
that are dangerous. It seems to me that 
too many people cross the street while 
engaged on their phone.  They do not 
obey traffi c signals and put their lives 
in danger.  Maybe we should require, 
or at least make available, more driver 
safety courses to remind people of the 
many things that they can do to keep 
themselves and others safe.

In thinking about traffi c in our com-
munity, I’m wondering why we are 
only discussing Tremont Avenue when 
Crosby Avenue is a disaster waiting to 
happen.  During the school year parents 
double and triple park along Crosby to 
pick up their children.  Students and 
parents run between cars and across 
Crosby to their cars creating an ex-
tremely dangerous situation.  With cars 
double and triple parked emergency 
vehicles as well as cars cannot pass 
through.  

This has never been addressed even 
though it has been brought to the atten-
tion of the powers that be.  Instead of fi x-
ing a dangerous situation our govern-
ment has chosen, once again, to make 
matters worse, much worse!      

Adding 344 more students to P.S. 14’s 
population is the most irresponsible 
plan I have ever seen.  When someone 
gets hurt there whose fault will it be 
then.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Let’s begin with this. 

A bad person pulled up 
to the Ericson Place en-
trance last Tuesday at 
about 6:30 p.m. and left 
three 5-gallon cans of 
toxic material on the sidewalk. The 
police were called and they called the 
Fire Department who sent for the haz-
mat crew. The stuff was taken away. 
The best part of this story is that our 
closed circuit security cameras work 
and he and his vehicle were recorded. 
There will be a follow-up to this as his 
performance will be turned over to the 
proper authorities. So there. Never a 
dull moment.

The next BBQ at the VA Hospital will 
be on Sunday, September 18, at noon. 
The shut-ins really appreciate these 
functions. At this time we will book 

the Christmas slash Holi-
day Party. That’s the one 
with Chip Hiney and Shay 
Mac playing and singing 
and the Transit Pipe and 
Drums will be in atten-
dance piping and drum-
ming. I need volunteers 

for both functions.
Our next post meeting will be on Sat-

urday September 3, at 1 p.m.
Dues are due.
Some more Hollywood Heroes; Don 

Knotts served in the Pacifi c. Don Rick-
les served in the Navy aboard the USS 
Cyrene. The Navy found out that Earl 
Holliman lied about his age and dis-
charged him after a year’s service. Ed 
McMahon was a fi ghter pilot during 
WW ll and fl ew OE-1 Bird Dogs over Ko-
rea as well. More next week.

Keep the troops in your prayers, take 
a vet to lunch and God bless.

Setting Up a Great Back
to School Transition

It’s back to school time, which can be a source of nerves and excitement 
for many children.  A little preparation can go a long way, however, to mak-
ing your child feel comfortable and optimistic. Here are five tips for setting 
the stage for a smooth transition back to school this fall: 

Start with an open conversation. Rather than launch into a one-sided 
lecture about what you expect from your child this school year, ask how 
he or she is feeling—and then simply listen. If your child brings up fears or 
struggles from last year, be supportive and positive. Offer encouragement 
by letting your child know that no problem is insurmountable, that together 
you can work through any issues and that the start of a new school year is 
a fresh beginning.

Make a list of goals for the year. After you’ve had the opportunity to 
start things off on the right foot with an honest conversation, talk about 
you and your child’s goals for this year. Focus all goals on making im-
provements (e.g. raising a grade or becoming more organized) rather than 
reaching achievements (e.g. getting all As). Also make sure to break big 
goals into smaller steps. If your child wants to become better at math, what 
does he or she think are the necessary steps to make that happen? And 
how can you support that? 

Get organized at home. Now is the time to get your home ready for the 
new school year. Have your child tidy up his or her desk and make a list 
of supplies that need restocking. Make a shopping trip for supplies for 
school and home, and be sure to buy a new planner and have your child 
write his or her class schedule in the front. Hang a family/school calendar 
in a central location. If you have your own system for managing school 
paperwork such as an inbox or folder in a home office, review that process 
with your child. Finally, designate an area for unloading backpacks, orga-
nizing papers, hanging jackets and storing shoes.

Get the brain school ready. The last couple of weeks before the new 
school year begins, have your child look over last year’s textbooks and as-
signments for subjects such as math and science—even if just 10 minutes 
each evening. If the reading has waned over summer break, reestablish 
that nightly habit as well. These efforts can help minimize regression and 
give your child a helpful refresher on the things learned last year as well 
as what is to come.

Consider creating a school year contract. The switch from summer 
leisure to a school schedule can feel abrupt for many children. A supple-
mental agreement between you and your child can help. Set expectations 
and goals through a written contract that outlines your child’s responsibili-
ties as a student, how you will support your child (and how you will not), 
and anything else you think is important to address (such as screen time 
or extracurricular activities). Remember to make this a constructive, en-
couraging process.

It doesn’t take much to get your child mentally ready to return to school 
with a positive and motivated outlook. Make sure to model enthusiasm and 
optimism for a great year ahead. Assure your child that with hard work and 
a good attitude, good things will happen—and if problems arise, you will 
work together to correct them.

About Huntington Learning Center 

Huntington is the tutoring and test prep leader.  Its certified tutors pro-
vide individualized instruction in reading, phonics, writing, study skills, el-
ementary and middle school math, Algebra through Calculus, Chemistry, 
and other sciences. It preps for the SAT and ACT, as well as state and 
standardized exams.  Huntington programs develop the skills, confidence, 
and motivation to help students succeed and meet the needs of Common 
Core State Standards.  Founded in 1977, Huntington’s mission is to give 
every student the best education possible.

Learn how Huntington can help at:  
www.huntingtonhelps.com 

or call 1(800) CAN LEARN
For franchise opportunities please visit: 

www.huntingtonfranchise.com
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Honoree Aneiry Batista (c) graciously accepted her awards from the elected offi cials. Photo by Miriam Quin

Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr.; Assembly members Marcos Crespo, Luis Sepulveda, Michael Blake and Victor Pichardo and Councilman Rafael Salamanca honored six distinguished Dominican 
community members during the annual ‘Abrazo Dominicano in New York’ banquet on Friday, July 22 at Eastwood Manor. This year’s honorees included Senator Adriano Espaillat’s chief 
of staff Aneiry Batista, Maria Santos, Michelle Melendez, Jose Mota, Milton Nunez and Jose Viloria.

DIAZ HOSTS ‘ABRAZO DOMINICANO IN NEW YORK’ BANQUET

The 15U Amateur Athletic Union Bluewave Team rode the 
wave to success, earning fi rst place at the War at the Shore 
Tournament on Thursday, June 26 in Atlantic City. The team 
is headed to the AAU Nationals in Hampton, Virginia during 
the last week of July.

15U AAU BLUEWAVE TEAM 
WINS WAR AT THE SHORE 

The 15U AAU Bluewave Team were thrilled over their fi rst 
place victory at the War at the Shore Tournament. 
 Photo courtesy of Patty Justiniano

More than 200 volunteers from Delta Air Lines, DreamYard Project, Bronx Pro Group organizers from KaBOOM! and community members rolled up their sleeves to construct a new play-
ground at the DreamYard Art on Saturday, July 23. The playground’s whimsical design is based on children’s drawings created at a special DreamYard Project benefi t event in May.

DREAMYARD PROJECT PLAYGROUND BECOMES REALITY

These 350 volunteers helped put together the play space located behind them. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Tad Hutcheson, Delta Air Lines community affairs vice president; 
Assemblyman Michael Blake; Henry Kuykendall, Delta Air Lanes vice 
president; Hector Rivera (back, 2nd from r), DreamYard Project Art Cen-
ter program director; Jason Duchin (back, 1st from r), DreamYard Project 
co-executive director; Eilah Brown, KaBOOM! senior project manager and 
Mari Robles, DreamYard Project Art Center director displayed the cer-
emonial check. Photo by Laura Stone
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Confetti Party Place and the Ice House Cafe’s Terry Dee Dee hosted the 
feel good family event, ‘Free Hugs for Unity’ on Tuesday, July 19 at the 
popular Throggs Neck waterfront eatery. The Free Hugs Campaign is a 
social movement involving individuals who offer hugs to strangers in 
public places as random acts of kindness.

ICE HOUSE CAFE SERVES UP
‘FREE HUGS’

(Above) (l-r) Argentina Gonzalez, Joanna Gonzalez, Jamaal Soto, Jolee 
Soto (front, c), Jayleen Acevedo and Diandra Morte shared in a group hug.
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Elaine Sanabria shared a hug with her son, Ryan Sanabria during the feel 
good event. Photo by Miriam Quin

Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rosa-Rodriguez (3rd on l), Borough President Diaz (c) NYC Parks Commissioner 
Silver (4th from r) and Councilman Salamanca (3rd from r) joined other leaders in breaking ground for Play-
ground 52’s reconstruction. Photo by Daniel Avila / NYC Parks

NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell J. Silver; Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Councilman Rafael Salamanca 
and PAL New South Bronx Center students broke ground on the $3 million reconstruction of Playground 52 on 
Tuesday, July 19 in Woodstock. The park’s basketball courts and amphitheater will be completely renovated and 
a new skate park will be constructed with new pavements, fences, planting, lighting and drainage system.

PLAYGROUND 52’S GROUNDBREAKING REDEVELOPMENT

NYC Parks Commissioner Silver (2nd row, c) and Councilman Salamanca (2nd row, r) met with students and 
teachers from PAL New South Bronx Center at the ceremony. Photo by Daniel Avila / NYC Parks

Bin Bin the Clown entertained Evangeline Ham-
ilton (back, l), Kiarra Haines (back, r), Avery 
Staford (front, l) and Adamo Okott (front, r). 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Jobs-Plus in the Bronx hosted a block party and 
resource fair on Saturday, July 23 on Croes Av-
enue between Seward and Lafayette avenues. 
The event helped connect residents to employ-
ment services and job opportunities.

JOBS-PLUS HOSTS 
BLOCK PARTY &
 RESOURCE FAIR
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Third Annual
GOLF CLASSIC

JOIN US FOR OUR

Thursday, September 15, 2016
Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf Courses
11am: Registration & Lunch 1:00pm Golf Start

Dinner and Awards Reception
To Follow Golf

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
For More Information

Please Call 917-224-8195 Or Email korres@gmail.com
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George McDonald (front, c), Doe Fund president and founder, spoke at 
Webster Green’s groundbreaking ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Doe Fund, with its funding partners, city and state agency repre-
sentatives and Magnusson Architecture and Planning broke ground for 
Webster Green, a $30 million, 82-unit affordable and supportive housing 
development at 3100 Webster Avenue. Construction on the 76,00 square 
foot, 8-story building is slated for completion in spring 2018.

WEBSTER GREEN BREAKS GROUND

In response to the horrifi c murder of fi ve Dallas police offi cers on Thurs-
day, July 7, approximately 200 Co-op City residents joined civic and re-
ligious leaders for a peace rally on Saturday, July 9 at Dreiser Center’s 
plaza. The three hour prayer-fi lled event was co-hosted by Church of 
God’s Children bishops Angelo and Nancy Rosario and pastor Deborah 
Jenkins of Faith at Work Christian Church.

CO-OP CITY POLICE SHOOTING RALLY

Assemblyman Michael Benedetto gave a riveting speech at the Co-op 
City Peace Rally. Photo courtesy of William Stuttig

P.S. 294 students had fun meeting and Jackie Joyner-Kersee 
(back, c) and Brandon Steiner (back, 2nd from r) at the event. 
 Photo courtesy of Abbot House

Olympic legend Joyner-Kersee (l) signed framed photographs for 
many of her adoring fans. Photo courtesy of Abbot House

P.S. 294 students received a huge surprise when Olympic legend, 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee visited them on Friday, July 15. Joyner-Ker-
see is considered one of the greatest athletes of all time Made 
possible by Brandon Steiner of Steiner Sports, Joyner-Kersee 
distributed Nike track uniforms, water bottles, backpacks, gift 
cards for new sneakers to the future Bronx youth track stars as 
well as signed framed photographs.

OLYMPIC LEGEND VISITS P.S. 294

The Westchester Square Business Improvement District and GrowNYC hosted its second annual Shop N’ Swap 
and Carnival on Saturday, July 23 at Owen Dolen Recreation Center. The free thrifting event allowed residents 
to bring and trade reusable portable items such as clothing, house wares, games, books and toys. A fun-fi lled 
carnival featured a Pitch Burst game station, delicious cotton candy, bouncy castles and art demonstrations.

WSBID, GROWNYC HOST 2ND ANNUAL SHOP N’ SWAP 

(l-r) Kathleen Crosby, GrowNYC reuse event coordina-
tor; Lisa Sorin, WSBID executive director and Carl Har-
ry Nau from GrowNYC’s Offi ce of Recycling Outreach 
and Education had a great time at the carnival 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(l-r) Silver Beach residents Meredith Anull; her moth-
er, Susan and her granddaughter, Samantha donated 
many items for the Shop N’ Swap event. 
 Photo by Laura Stone
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Please Join Us for an 
EVENING OF INTERNATIONAL  

FOOD TASTING AND FUN
on

Thursday, September 8, 2016 
6:00 to 9:00 pm

at the 
Bronx YMCA 

2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx, NY

Recognizing Our Distinguished Honorees 
from the Past Ten Years

SPONSORED BY:

Ticket Price for Unlimited Food & Wine Tasting:  $100 per person

RSVP by Sept. 1 to Deborah Adams at deadams@ymcanyc.org or 212-912-2490

To purchase tickets online: 
 http://www.ymcanyc.org/bronx/pages/bronx-ymca-bon-appetit-fundraiser
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Pepper Coleman happily dished out food during the block party. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Senator Gustavo Rivera and Assemblyman Victor Pichardo hosted their third annual Senior Health Fair on Fri-
day, July 22 at Monroe College’s King Hall Auditorium. As part of Senator Rivera’s Bronx CAN Health Initiative, 
the event gave attendees access to health information, tips on preventative measures and an array of health 
screenings ranging from blood pressure to glucose testing.

RIVERA, PICHARDO HOST SENIOR HEALTH FAIR

Senator Rivera (2nd from r) met with Harris Keene, Gloria Collier (2nd from l) and Tomia Scales  during the 
senior health fair. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Edward Angelino, Lodge 83 vice president; Judge Dominick Massaro; Lilyana Pekic; Robert Ferrito, state 1st 
vice president; Carolyn Reres, state president; Sal Mastrocola, Lodge 83 president; Anthony Naccarato, state 
2nd vice president and John Fratta, state treasurer. Photo courtesy of Edward Angelino

NYS Grand Lodge state offi cials met with current offi cers at the Uguaglianza Northeast Bronx Lodge 83 Sons of 
Italy Meeting on Tuesday, June 21 at Spoto’s Restaurant to welcome the lodge’s newest members.

STATE OFFICERS ATTEND SONS OF ITALY MEETING 

Jayvon Hines, Tyasia Jordan, Justin Lara and Malik Smith, four Bronx teenagers from St. Barnabas Hospital’s 
Teen Health Center traveled to Orlando on Monday, July 18 for a four-day intensive training program teaching 
them how to discourage other teenagers from using tobacco products.

ST. BARN TEENS ATTEND NATIONAL YOUTH SUMMIT

(l-r) Tyasia Jordan, Bronx School of Law and Finance junior; Jayvon Hines, High School of Computers and 
Technology junior; Justin Lara, Bronx Theatre High School junior and Malik Smith, Mount St. Michael Academy 
graduate, attended the national event in Orlando. Photo courtesy of St. Barnabas Hospital

Bronx Park East Community Association and Thwaites Places residents 
celebrated the fi fth annual Thwaites Place Bash on Saturday, July 23 at 
Olinville Avenue between Thwaites Place and Pelham Parkway North. The 
neighborhood festival included a pizza eating contest, face painting, a 
dunk tank and water sprinklers for everyone’s amusement.

BPECA ANNUAL THWAITES PLACE BASH

Pizza Eating Contest winner, Roy Christopher (c) and runners up, Jesus 
and Felipe Maldonado. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Councilwoman Gibson (front, 5th from r) joined other community leaders and anti-gun violence advocates on the steps of the historic Andrew Freedman Home. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, Assemblywoman Latoya Joyner and Bronx Connect Release the Grip met with the 44th Precinct Council, NYCHA tenants leaders, community leaders, 
clergy, anti-gun violence advocates and other elected offi cials for ‘Steps in Solidarity’, a peace march held on Tuesday, July 19 at Mount Eden and Grand Concourse.

GIBSON HOSTS ‘STEPS IN SOLIDARITY’ PEACE MARCH

Senator Jeff Klein, NYC Housing Authority, Throggs Neck Residents’ Council, FDNY, Police Service Area #8, NYPD Housing Bureau and court offi cers hosted the second annual Throggs Neck 
Houses Basketball Tournament on Saturday, July 16 at Ferry Point Park. Hundreds participated in the two-day tournament which emphasizes establishing stronger relationships between 
residents and law enforcement and a better sense of community.

THROGGS NECK HOUSES BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Monique Johnson (front, 3rd on l), Throggs Neck Residents Council president, joined Throggs Neck Houses residents in celebrating their second annual basketball tournament. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(l-r) Sergio Martinez, Vonrey Martinez Betario, Sena-
tor Jeff Klein, Anastacia Mejia, Maria Del Carmen 
and Daysi Peralta had fun at the White Plains Road 
BID’s fi rst annual community fair. Photo by Miriam Quin

Belsy Sanchez (r) was thrilled to receive her 
raffl e prize from Saralicza Cabrera, Compare 
Supermarket manager.Photo by Miriam Quin

There was a great deal of fun at the White Plains 
Road Business Improvement District’s fi rst annual 
Community Fair on Saturday, July 23 on White Plains 
Road near Maran Place and Cruger Avenue.

WHITE PLAINS ROAD BID
 COMMUNITY FAIR
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

• Assemblyman Dinowtiz Summer Concerts............53

• Smells At NYBG: BCA Presents Hot Tangos!........53

• Do You Remember - Lt. Col. Floyd Carter...............55

Kiku returns to the NY Botanical Garden

Gene DiNapoli and his Elvis show will be celebrating Elvis’ anniversary by performing at BB King’s, 237 W. 42nd 
Street in Times Square, on Saturday, August 13, starting at 12:30 p.m.  For tickets and further information call 
(212) 997-4144.

DINAPOLI TO HONOR ELVIS AT BB KING’S

The New York Botanical Garden’s 
distinctive and acclaimed fall exhibi-
tion, Kiku: The Art of the Japanese 
Garden, returns to the Enid A. Haupt 
Conservatory from October 8 through 
30, with magnifi cent displays of chry-
santhemums in awe-inspiring shapes 
and styles. Kiku, the Japanese word 
for “chrysanthemum,” is the most cel-
ebrated of all Japanese fall-fl owering 
plants. NYBG’s unforgettable presenta-
tion of kiku, painstakingly trained to 
grow in a mesmerizing variety of forms 
and sizes, pays homage to hanami, the 
traditional Japanese custom of enjoy-
ing the ephemeral beauty of fl owers.

Intriguing installations of tradi-
tional kiku displays pioneered by the 
chrysanthemum masters at the Shin-
juku Gyoen National Garden in Tokyo 
and re-created by the kiku experts at 
The New York Botanical Garden pro-
vide the opportunity for visitors to 
learn about the fascinating history of 
this storied fl ower as it traveled from its 
native China to Japan and ultimately to 
the West. 

Botanical garden experts work up to 
11 months each year to grow, train, and 
shape the kiku on display. During Kiku: 
The Art of the Japanese Garden, three 
traditional kiku styles will be displayed 
in the Haupt Conservatory:

• Ozukuri (Thousand Bloom): In this 
highly complex technique, a single stem 
is trained to produce hundreds of simul-
taneous blossoms in a massive, dome-
shaped array. Ozukuri are planted 
in specially built wooden containers 
called sekidai.

• Kengai (Cascade): This technique 
features small-fl owered chrysanthe-
mums. They are trained to conform to 
boat-shaped frameworks that cascade 
downward like waterfalls for lengths 
of up to six-and-a-half feet. The result is 
a burst of hundreds of tightly clustered 
blooms.

• Ogiku (Double and Triple Stem): 
These plants feature enormous individ-
ual fl owers perched at the ends of stems 
up to six feet tall.

This year’s kiku team is led by gore-
man of Gardeners, James Harkins, un-

der the supervision of Marc Hachadou-
rian, director of the Nolen Greenhouses 
for Living Collections. James trained 
with and works alongside kiku expert 
Yukie Kurashina, who was educated 
by kiku masters from Tokyo’s Shinjuku 
Gyoen National Garden. Marc curates 
NYBG’s groupings of plants housed in 
the Nolen Greenhouses, the behind-the-
scenes glasshouses where plants for the 

Garden’s indoor and outdoor displays 
and science program are grown and 
maintained.

The exhibition is designed by Fran-
cisca P. Coelho, Vivian and Edward 
Merrin vice president for Glasshouses 
and Exhibitions, best known for her 
plantsmanship and key role in the de-
sign and development of high-profi le 
horticultural displays.

Ogiku plants           .               Photo courtesy of Robert Benson Photography.
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Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-
nowitz welcomed members of 
the community to the fi rst two 
concerts of his 2016 Summer 
Concert Series. The fi rst show 
featuring The Gene DiNapoli 
Variety All-Star show packed 
the theater at the Riverdale 
YM-YWHA with over 200 peo-
ple, while the second show fea-
tured Grammy Award-win-
ning musician John Benitez 
and his Latin Jazz Band at the 
Amalgamated Train Park on 
Orloff Avenue and Gale Place. 
The concert series is an an-
nual event every summer in 
the Northwest Bronx and is 
cosponsored by Assemblyman 
Dinowitz and the Bronx Coun-
cil on the Arts.

“There is no better way 
to spend a beautiful summer 
evening than by listening to 
talented musicians play mu-

sic with friends and family,” 
said Assemblyman Dinowitz. 
“I was so excited to see hun-
dreds of community members 
attend these concerts which 
are excellent opportunities for 
people of all ages to relax and 
enjoy quality music together. I 
am proud to partner with the 
Bronx Council on the Arts to 
sponsor this series of free con-
certs across the northwest 
Bronx, and I look forward to 
seeing the community at our 
next concert featuring the 
Just Nuts Party Dance Band 
on Monday, August 1st at 
Henry Hudson Park!”

“It is a great honor and 
privilege to partner again 
with Assemblyman Dinowitz 
to produce this free summer 
concert series serving River-
dale and surrounding commu-
nities,” said Deirdre Scott, ex-

ecutive director of the Bronx 
Council on the Arts.  “Bronx 
Council on the Arts takes 
pride in providing wonderful 
programs and showcasing all 
the great cultural talent for 
our constituents.”

The Gene DiNapoli Vari-
ety All-Star Show kicked off 
the concert series at the Riv-
erdale YM-YWHA on Tues-
day. For the third year in a 
row, Gene DiNapoli not only 
brought his incredible musi-
cal style reminiscent of Elvis 
Presley and Frank Sinatra, 
but also the talent of several 
different acts and performers 
that captivated the audience. 
From a 106 year old stand-up 
comedian, to a very convinc-
ing rendition of “Candyman” 
by an incredible Sammy Davis 
Jr. impersonator, the Gene Di-
Napoli Variety All-Star Show 

had the crowded theater of 200 
community members singing 
in their seats and dancing in 
the aisles. 

The second concert took 
place in the heart of the Amal-
gamated Housing Cooperative, 
just south of Van Cortlandt 
Park. Hundreds of senior citi-
zens, families with young chil-
dren, and everyone in between 
gathered on benches, folding 
chairs, and along fences to lis-
ten to the music. After brief 
words of welcome from As-
semblyman Dinowitz and Sen-
ator Jeff Klein, John Benitez 
and his band took over, play-
ing a two-hour set. The band’s 
rousing trombone, saxophone, 
drums, and bass solos created 
a fun, festive atmosphere, and 
dozens of attendees even took 
to dancing.

This week’s two concerts 

were the fi rst of eight free 
shows sponsored by Assembly-
man Dinowitz and the Bronx 
Council on the Arts. The re-
maining six include:

• Monday, August 1 – The 
Just Nuts Party Dance Band 
at Henry Hudson Park, 7 p.m.

• Thursday, August 4 – Gi-
netta’s Vendetta at the Amal-
gamated Train Park, 7 p.m.

• Tuesday, August 9 – Mys-
tery Tour Beatles Tribute 
Band at Henry Hudson Park, 
7 p.m.

• Thursday, August 11 – Or-
questa SCC at the Williams-
bridge Oval, 7 p.m.

• Tuesday, August 16 – Don-
ald Vega at the Amalgamated 
Train Park, 7 p.m.

• Wednesday, August 17 – 
NY Skyscrapers and Friends 
at the Riverdale YM-YWHA, 
7 p.m.

Dinowitz kicks off Summer Concert Series

Whenever the rare Amorphophallus tita-
num blooms, it causes a sensation. Perhaps 
it is because it is one of the largest fl owers 
in the world and its blooming cycle is unpre-
dictable, but more likely it is due to the infa-
mous odor it releases during its brief 24–36- 
hour peak bloom—like the smell of rotting 
meat, the reason the plant is more popu-
larly known as the corpse fl ower. Native to 
Sumatra in Indonesia, it fi rst bloomed in the 
Western Hemisphere at The New York Bo-
tanical Garden in 1937, and is expected to 
fl ower once again at NYBG sometime during 
the next week.

The bloom cycle occurs extremely 
quickly. NYBG horticulturists noticed the 
fl ower bud had formed on Friday, July 15, 
2016. The corpse fl ower was moved on 
Monday, July 18, from NYBG’s behind-the-
scenes Nolen Greenhouses for Living Col-
lections to the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory, 
where it is now on display in the Palms of 
the World Gallery, allowing visitors to experi-
ence this curiosity with their own senses.

Its strong, distinctive odor, which attracts 
pollinators that feed on dead animals, will be 
at its most pungent during its peak bloom-
ing. Amorphophallus titanum is the largest 
unbranched infl orescence (a cluster of fl ow-
ers on a spike) in the plant kingdom, grow-
ing 12 feet tall in its natural habitat and about 
six to eight feet in cultivation. Although the 
enormous plant in bloom resembles one gi-
ant fl ower, it actually comprises a fl eshy cen-
tral spike called a spadix that holds two rings 
of male and female fl owers, wrapped by the 
frilly spathe, a modifi ed leaf that resembles 
a petal.

In the fi rst several days of the bloom cy-
cle, the bud grows about four to six inches 
per day. Then growth slows signifi cantly. 
The two bracts at the base of the spathe 
shrivel and fall off. Next, the spathe, which 
was once tightly wound around the spadix, 
loosens and begins to open, revealing the 
deep-red color inside. During bloom, the 

spadix self-heats to approximately human 
body temperature, which helps disseminate 
odor particles. The spathe unfurls during the 
course of about 36 hours (full bloom) before 
withering and dying back. Generally the life 
cycle of the bloom is only one or two days.

A young corpse fl ower takes about seven 
to 10 years to store enough energy to begin 
its bloom cycle. This specimen was acces-
sioned by The New York Botanical Garden 
in 2007 and has been carefully nurtured by 
horticulturists in the Nolen Greenhouses for 
nearly a decade. After the current cycle is 
complete, it will be several more years be-
fore this plant is ready to bloom again.

It has been almost 80 years since a spec-
imen of this rare plant fl owered at The New 
York Botanical Garden; its appearance this 
year will mark another memorable event dur-
ing NYBG’s 125th Anniversary celebration. 
On June 8, 1937, the corpse fl ower bloomed 
for the fi rst time in the Western Hemisphere 
here at NYBG. A second specimen bloomed 
at NYBG on July 2, 1939. Bronx Borough 
President James J. Lyons commemorated 
the event by designating Amorphophallus 
titanum as the offi cial fl ower of the Bronx. 
(The Bronx’s offi cial fl ower was replaced by 
the daylily in 2000.)

Visitors can watch the progress of 
the corpse fl ower online via the Garden’s 
live video feed at www.nybg.org/exhibi-
tions/2016/corpse-fl ower.php or see and 
smell this rare plant fi rst-hand during its lim-
ited time in the spotlight at NYBG by pur-
chasing an All-Garden Pass, available at 
www.nybg.org.

* * *
Bronx Arts Ensemble presents Hot 

Tangos! with bandoneón player Raul Jau-
rena, vocalist Marga Mitchell and dancers 
Carolina Jaurena and Andres Bravo featur-
ing music by Eduardo Martinez, Armando 
Pontie, Anibal Troilo, Hermanos Cuccaro, 
Rodolfo Biagi, Miguel Calo, and S. Pianna on 
Sunday, July 31 at 2 p.m. at Rockwood Drive 

Circle, Van Cortlandt Park near Broadway 
and Mosholu Avenue, repeated at 4 p.m. in 
McGinley Center Ballroom at Fordham Uni-
versity, Bronx Rose Hill Campus at South-
ern Boulevard.  In case of rain, the public will 

be invited to the 4 p.m. concert at Fordham, 
which supersedes a 2 p.m. rain location this 
season.  All SummerMusic concerts are free 
to the public.For more info visit bronxartsen-
semble.org or call (718) 601-7399.

Smells abound at NYBG; BCA presents Hot Tangos!

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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Bronx resident, Lt. Colonel Floyd Carter, Tuskagee Airman

Lt. Colonel Floyd Carter, Tuskegee Airman.

REPRINTED FROM7/26/2012

John Scuoppo was at an af-
fair some time ago and was fas-
cinated to meet a Tuskegee Air-
man by the name of Lt. Colonel 
Floyd Carter there.  

He mentioned my name and 
obtained the colonel’s home ad-
dress and phone number for 
me.  I was ill at the time and 
couldn’t drive so I asked Nick 
DiBrino to stop by to see him 
and get some preliminary in-
formation for me.

 The colonel is quite a busy 
man so fi nding a mutually con-
venient time to get together 
with me proved challenging 
and then he had to postpone a 
couple of meetings when his 
wife was hospitalized. In the 
interim, we had any number 
of very pleasant chats and I 
got to know the colonel quite 
well.  The Tuskegee Airmen, 
for those who don’t know, were 
a unit of African-American pi-
lots established in Tuskegee, 
Alabama in 1941.  Prior there 
to, African Americans were 
banned from fl ying in the mil-
itary service which was still 
segregated.  

The Tuskegee Airmen 
proved that not only that they 
were excellent pilots, but also 
that they were fearless in com-

bat.
They were credited with 

shooting down over 100 Ger-
man airplanes and destroying 
an even larger number on the 
ground.  They also sunk one 
destroyer and bombed almost a 
thousand war vehicles includ-
ing railroad cars.  

They received several Unit 
Citations and numerous med-
als, including eight Purple 
Hearts, and about 150 Distin-
guished Flying Crosses for 
their valiant efforts.

There weren’t all tough 
times as they occasionally 
found something to bring a 
smile to their faces.  

One comical story he is fond 
of relating concerns the gov-
ernor of Alabama, who was a 
well-known bigot. 

One very dark and starless 
night, Colonel Carter was on a 
training fl ight in a very noisy 
B-25 when on the spur of the 
moment he decided to play a 
trick on the governor whom he 
knew was giving an important 

speech at the Capitol Building 
in Montgomery, which was only 
about a half hour fl ight away.  
He knew it was dark enough 
that his identifi cation mark-
ings could not be seen from the 
ground. When he was directly 
over the building, he turned 
the props up as high as he could 
creating a racket that could be 
heard for miles around and 
then he quickly disappeared 
into the night chuckling all 
the way home at disturbing the 
governor’s solemn speech.  

Floyd J. Carter was born in 
historic Norfolk, Virginia and 
joined the U.S. Army Air Corps 
in 1943.   He graduated from 
the Tuskegee Flight School on 
March 23, 1946 as a fl ight offi -
cer in class 46-A-TE.  

It was at the school where 
he met his wife, Artherine, 
who worked there repairing 
airplanes.  The couple moved 
to the Bronx in 1953 where they 
still reside. 

The colonel would later join 
the Air Force Reserve where 

he fl ew missions during the 
Berlin Airlift.  He also served 
as the fi rst African Ameri-
can commander of the 732nd 
Airlift Squadron from 1971 to 
1974.  His service to his coun-
try spans several decades and 
three wars: World War II, the 
Korean War and Vietnam.  He 

was awarded the Congressio-
nal Medal of Honor in 2007 by 
President George W. Bush.

As if his life wasn’t busy 
enough Lt. Colonel Carter also 
spent 27 years with the New 
York City Police Department.  
His last position there was as a 
detective in the 40th Precinct.
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BY GINA MARTINEZ
A former history teacher from 

Whitestone faces six months in 
jail after a sting caught him try-
ing to lure what he thought was a 
14 year-old girl for sex, the Queens 
district attorney said.

 Jonathan Blum, 29, pleaded 
guilty to attempted criminal sex-
ual act in April, according to DA 
Richard Brown. 

Blum, a former employee at 
Dreamyard Preparatory School 
in the Bronx, was forced to resign 
from his position and surrender 
his New York State teaching li-
cense, the DA said. 

He will also be required to reg-
ister as a level two sex offender on 
the New York State Sex Offender 
Registry. 

He was sentenced to six months 
in prison and 10-years of proba-
tion, according to Brown. 

 Blum became a suspect in 
April 2015 after an NYPD vice de-
tective posed as a 14-year-old from 
Queens, prosecutors said. 

The detective responded to 
a Craigslist ad in which Blum 
asked if any teens wanted to hook 
up with a real licensed teacher, 

Brown said. 
Blum used the screen name 

jess_delia@yahoo.com and con-
tinued to talk to the person he 
thought was the 14-year-old from 
April 13 to May 14. 2015.  

He was arrested May 14, 2015 
when he met up in Queens with an 
undercover officer posing as the 
14-year-old, according to the dis-
trict attorney. 

 Brown believes this case 
should motivate parents to watch 
over their kids’ Internet activity 
to avoid predators like Blum. 

“The defendant has admitted 
his guilt and will go to jail,” he 
said, “This case once again un-
derscores the crucial importance 
of Internet surveillance by law 
enforcement to protect children 
from sexual predators. This de-
fendant’s actions should serve as 
a warning to parents to closely 
monitor their children’s Inter-
net access and activities because 
predators continue to relentlessly 
search the Internet for victims.”

To reach reporter Gina Marti-
nez by e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Sentenced to 6 months
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ADVERTORIAL

Safety should be a top pri-
ority for everyone sharing 
the road, including cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians. 
The following are a few tips 
each of those groups of trav-
elers can employ to ensure 
the roads stay safe for ev-
eryone.

Cyclists

same traffic rules as auto-
mobile drivers. Stop for red 
lights and stop signs, signal 
lane changes or turns, and 

drive on the correct side of 
the road.

Oftentimes, drivers exit 
their vehicles and do not 

or cyclists. You can be hit 
by a swinging car door.

-
able as possible. This could 
include using a light or 

your presence to drivers.

and other applicable safety 
equipment.

it is safe to ride. 

child) if it is not designed to 
do so. Riding on the handle-
bars or behind the cyclist 
can be dangerous.

or headphones while cy-
cling. You want all of your 
senses to be available to 
avoid accidents.

-
ers’ blind spots so you’ll be 
more visible.

could injure pedestrians.

Pedestrians

-
rection of traffic.

all traffic has stopped be-
fore crossing the road or 

not pulled out into traffic.

pedestrians running to 
catch a bus or stepping out 
into traffic after exiting a 
bus. Remember, there will 
be another bus behind the 
one you’re chasing and safe-
ty is more important.

-
ing at night.

interstates on foot. 

SAFETY NOT JUST DRIVERS’ RESPONSIBILITY
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY

14, 2015, cutting off service to 75 fami-
lies for fi ve months.

Instead of fi xing the problem, Di-
amond provided single burner hot 
plates forcing tenants to pay higher 
electric bills generated by these ineffi -
cient and hazardous appliances.

Jeanne Schoenfelder, Legal Aid So-
ciety staff attorney, said the complex’s 
gas service was fully restored on April 
28.

A New Settlement Apartments’ 
Community Action for Safe Apart-
ments community organizer said some 
cosmetic changes were made in March 
including repainting walls and repair-
ing front entrance door locks.  

Merriam Avenue tenants 
take landlord to court

From page 1 “I have been residing at 1315 Mer-
riam Avenue for the last four years 
and have had numerous communi-
cation issues with building manage-
ment,” said tenant Geni Madden. “No 
human being should have to live under 
these conditions.”

They demand Diamond immedi-
ately correct the unlawful conditions 
affecting their apartments and com-
mon areas and provide compensation 
for the harm they suffered, including 
fi nancial losses, while deprived of es-
sential services.

The tenants are represented by 
Bronx Legal Services and the Legal 
Aid Society with organizing support 
from CASA.

The lawsuit is being fi led through 

the Tenants Rights Coalition, a part-
nership between Legal Services NYC 
and the Legal Aid Society with fund-
ing provided by the city’s Human Re-
sources Administration.

Schoenfelder explained the litiga-
tion came after a letter tenants wrote 
to Diamond listing their residences’ is-
sues went unanswered.

She added, the case is in its early 
stages and a trial would only be neces-
sary if Diamond Property Group, Mer-
riam Realty LLC and managing agent 
Edgar Oyola do not comply. 

NYC Department of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development stated, as 
of Wednesday, July 27 the six-story, 
71-unit buildings has approximately 
28 open housing violations including 
three Class 

A non-hazardous violations, 15 
Class B hazardous violations and ten 
Class C immediately hazardous viola-
tions. 

Ketty Marcucci, 1307 Merriam Ave-
nue tenant, said her apartment desper-
ately needs repairs.

Her E4 apartment has suffered two 
years worth of water damage from a 

broken bathroom sink and a rooftop 
leak causing her laminate tile fl oor to 
become warped.

Marcucci said water has damaged 
her walls which has allowed mold to 
grow.

“I love my apartment, but it really 
needs to be fi xed,” she said.

Marcucci has been in contact 
with management about these issues, 
but they have yet to be properly ad-
dressed.  

Diamond Property Group, located 
at 3677 E. Tremont Avenue, is a family 
owned and operated business involved 
with Bronx real estate for 40 years.

David Diamond serves as the presi-
dent of the third-generation fi rm.

The company owns and operates 
approximately 2,500 residential units 
in New York, approximately a half mil-
lion square feet of commercial indus-
trial parks in south Florida and sev-
eral Single Tenant Net Lease shopping 
centers outside Dallas, TX; Nixa, MO; 
Stratford, CT; Dayton, Ohio and Mon-
roe, GA.

Diamond did not return requests 
for comment prior to press time.

Tenants from 1307, 1311 and 1315 Merriam Avenue rallied outside their home to speak out 
against their landlord, David Diamond’s alleged negligence. Photo courtesy of CASA

nothing, because every time a change 
is proposed, there is opposition,” said 
the councilman, adding that after the 
CB 10 vote, there were no ready alter-
natives to the proposal. 

“I thought it was something that 
we could no longer defer action on,” 
said the councilman, who has sent a 
letter to DOT requesting the plan’s 
immediate implementation. 

Vacca cited scores of traffi c acci-
dents along this stretch of East Trem-
ont Avenue from the start of 2013 to 
the middle of 2016 that warranted his 
call to action. 

Numerous curves in the road-
way, blind spots and persistent 
speeding makes the effected blocks 
especially dangerous for motorists 
and pedestrians, said the council-
man. 

Cerini, a member of the Throggs 
Neck Merchants Association, is a 
critic of the plan. 

He believes the ‘road diet’ will 
back up traffi c on East Tremont Av-
enue, forcing motorists to avoid the 

Vacca insists on ‘road diet’; asks DOT to reduce E. Tremont lanes
From page 1

bottleneck, pushing the traffi c onto 
the residential streets. 

Another opponent of the plan, 
Waterbury-LaSalle activist Andrew 
Chirico, said cutting down the num-
ber of lanes for traffi c “will only en-
rage the law-abiding public,”.  In-
creasing a visible police presence in 
this area would solve the problem, he 
said.

A DOT spokeswoman stated that 
the ‘road diet’ and turning lanes 
were part of a larger implementa-
tion of Vision Zero traffi c calming to 
stretch from Williamsbridge Road to 
Bruckner Boulevard. 

That overall area saw 218 motor 
vehicle, 59 pedestrian and 10 bicycle 
injuries between 2009 and 2013, the 
spokeswoman stated. 

When CB 10 voted in 2015, they 
only voted to approve the part of the 
plan that ran from Williamsbridge 
Road to Ericson Place, the spokes-
woman stated, adding that DOT is 
currently working with stakeholders 
and Vacca to review community con-
cerns for the rest of the plan. 

A curving stretch of roadway between Waterbury Avenue and Bruckner Boulevard on East 
Tremont Avenue illustrates why some want traffi c calming measures are warranted. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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“Sometimes it was hard to work with players that 
you had never seen before or knew, but it came 
together really well. And that made it a lot easier 
to play and settle into it all.”
EMILY HERRERA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

PIPE
DREAMS

By Sean Connolly

Bronx Borough President 
Diaz has teamed up with Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, Major League 
Baseball (MLB), MLB Players 
Association, Harlem RBI and 
New York Yankee Alex Rodri-
guez announcing the launch 
of a youth baseball and soft-
ball academy based out of Ro-
berto Clemente State Park in 
The Bronx.

 The MLB academy will 
serve at least 1,500 youths, tri-
pling the number of aspiring 
major leaguers currently par-
ticipating in the Roberto Cle-
mente State Park’s baseball 
programs.

 “I could not think of a bet-
ter park to be the home of this 
project,” said Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr.; 
who was joined, on Thursday, 
by MLB commissioner Rob 
Manfred, MLBPA senior ad-
visor and former New York 
Mets general manager Omar 
Minaya, Commissioner of 
the New York State Offi ce of 
Parks, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Rose Har-
vey, and Roberto Clemente Jr. 
to make the announcement. 
“Roberto Clemente was not 
only a great Hall of Fame base-
ball player, one of the greatest 

to ever swing a bat, but also 
a Hall of Fame humanitar-
ian without peer, carrying 
himself with a quiet dignity, 
speaking loudly through his 
actions both on and off the 
baseball diamond.”

 The renovated baseball 
and softball facility will be 
funded $6.5 million in state 
funding, $4 million from Ma-
jor League Baseball and the 
Major League Baseball Play-
ers Association, and $750,000 
from New York Yankees des-
ignated hitter Alex Rodri-
guez and will have the park 
renamed after the New York 

Yankee designated hitter. 
Bronx Borough President 
Diaz will add another $500,000 
in capital funds for resiliency 
upgrades to the park.

 “These kids already have a 
special connection to baseball 
since Yankee Stadium is right 
in their backyard,” said the 
four-time MLB All-Star, cur-
rently fourth on the all-time 
Home Run list behind Babe 
Ruth, Hank Aaron, and Barry 
Bonds. “I hope this park will 
give them a chance to experi-
ence the game and dream big 
from the fi eld as well as in the 
stands.”

BP DIAZ TEAMS UP WITH
A-ROD, MLB, AND GOV.

Launch Baseball Academy

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. welcomes New York Yankee designated hitter Alex Rodriguez to The Bronx after announcing that the 14-time 
Major League Baseball (MLB) All-Star, Gov. Cuomo, MLB, MLB Players Association, & Harlem RBI will team up to open a MLB youth baseball and softball 
academy at Roberto Clemente State Park.

Maybe it’s me but, watch-
ing the Baseball Hall of Fame 
induction hearing the play-
ers thank their fathers and 
coaches got me thinking 
how important it to be care-
ful what you say to children. 
Coaches who are working with 
young players have to real-
ize the words they choose are 
very crucial to the children. 
Coaches say many things and 
can’t remember what they say 
all the time. But, the players 
remember everything. I had 
a player I coached many years 
ago come up to me and say “re-
member that time you said 
this at a game. Those words I 
still live by”. Without blinking 
an eye I said yes. Many quotes 
come from the great John 
Wooden. After that player I 
try to remember to be careful 
what I say to the players and 
people.

I couldn’t help hearing one 
of the most memorable movie 
lines. “There is no crying in 
baseball”, by Tom Hanks. This 
past weekend Mike Piazza 
and Ken Griffey Jr. were in-
ducted into baseball’s Hall of 
Fame. Both men got emotional 
when thanking the people who 
helped guide the paths to the 
Hall. Could only imagine what 
the Hall of Famers were think-
ing, must have been very un-
comfortable. 

These two men had differ-
ent paths of opportunities. 
Mike Piazza was the 62nd-
round draft pick of the Dodg-
ers in 1988. Ken Griffey Jr. 
was the top pick in the 1987 
draft, the chosen one. Mike’s 
father was a friend of Dodg-
ers manager Tommy Lasorda. 
Ken was able to part of base-
ball because of his father. 
Piazza, who grew up in the 
Philadelphia area idolizing 
Mike Schmidt. He mentioned 
a meeting with Ted Williams, 
when he was 15. Ted checking 
out a young Piazza working in 
the batting cage and saying to 
Piazza’s father, “I couldn’t hit 
like that when I was 15.”

Mike thanked the coaches 
who were in his path while he 
was young. “I was fortunate 

Continued on Page 67
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BY LAURA AMATO
Alexandria Smith wanted to come 

home. 
But this wasn’t a click your shoes 

together three times and wish your-
self home kind of situation. Instead, 
Smith opted to take a different ap-
proach. 

She found her way home the same 
way she does just about everything – 
on the basektball court. 

The former Murry Bergtraum 
standout and Bronx native is back in 
the area after transferring to Man-
hattan College, joining a women’s 
basketball program that is in the 
midst of a rebuilding process under 
fi rst-year head coach Heather Vulin. 

It’s a homecoming that Smith is 
happy to make and another step in 
a career that has been fi lled with its 
fair share of ups and downs. 

“It’s a great opportunity for me,” 
Smith said. “The people here are 
great and being close to home is also 
great. Having my family to come see 
me play and being able to be around 

people was a big part of my choice.”
Smith was a star during high 

school, a dominant presence in the 
post and an imposing fi gure on the 
court thanks in large part to her 
6-foot-3 frame. 

Her strength on the block led to 
plenty of college interest and Smith 
ultimately decided to head to Middle 
Tennessee State. 

She learned a lot during her fi rst 
year in college, but she also redshirted 
and after spending the last season on 
the sidelines, Smith decided to take a 
shot at a different program. 

The downside of that decision, how-
ever, is that Smith once again won’t 
be able to play this season, forced to 
sit out a year due to the NCAA’s trans-
fer rules. 

Smith is the fi rst to admit that the 
lack of in-game play is frustrating, 
but she’s determined to put this time 
to good use. 

“Redshirting another year actu-
ally gives me more time to develop my 
skills,” she said. “I still play pick-up 

with my team and I’m always work-
ing out. By the time I actually get to 
play a game in college, I know my 
skill level will be top and developed 
way more than a typical freshman 
would be.”

While the last few years have been 
a challenge for Smith, she hasn’t lost 

her confi dence. In fact, she’s more de-
termined than ever to prove herself 
and she’s certain the best place to do 
that is at Manhattan. 

“I am unstoppable in the post,” 
she said. “I’d really say that. Nobody 
can really stop me. I’m developing my 
shooting skills more and my face-up 
game. So I’m becoming more versa-
tile as the days go by. So I’d describe 
my game as a dominant post player 
with shooting ability and I’m a great 
passer too.”

Smith may have to wait another 
season before she can put her own 
self-evaluation to the test, but now 
that she’s back home, the center is 
happier than she’s been in quite some 
time. 

She’s got high hopes and even 
higher expectations for her eventual 
on-court return, and now that she’s 
home, Smith refuses to let anything 
stop her. 

“I have the confi dence in myself 
to know I’ll be one of the top post 
players, if not the top post player, in 
the conference once I get out there,” 
Smith said. “Especially with the di-
rection of what I’ve learned from Ten-
nessee and the coaching staff here. 
By the time I play, I know I’m going to 
be one of the best post players in the 
MAAC.”

Bronx native heads home for 
second shot at hoops success

Former Murry Bergtraum basketball stand-
out Alexandria Smith is back home in the 
Bronx after transferring to Manhattan Col-
lege, looking for a fresh start on the court. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

BY LAURA AMATO
A few weeks ago, Fordham men’s 

soccer coach Jim McElderry was ap-
proached by three of his players with 
an idea. 

Christopher Bazzini, Mateo Gow-
land and Tetsu Tonegawa stood in 
front of their coach and explained the 
plan – they were going to climb Mt. 
Fuji in Japan, intent on raising money 
for Juvenile (Type 1) Diabetes. 

At fi rst discussion, the idea seemed 
more than a bit far-fetched, but 
McElderry will be the fi rst to admit 
that he was impressed with the thought 
his three players put into planning the 
endeavor. 

It didn’t take long for the trio to 
work out the particulars of the trip, 
joining forces with Fordham’s athletic 
department to sketch out a schedule, 
and the group took off for Japan on 
July 21. 

“I know all three of those guys are 
real kind forward-thinking guys and 
good students,” McElderry said. “A lot 
of guys talk about those kind of things, 
but making them happen is a whole 
other story. They started talking about 
it and I, quite honestly, didn’t have a lot 
to do with it aside from just trying to 
encourage them. They really did it all 
on their own.”

Throughout the course of the year, 
nearly all of Fordham’s student-ath-
letes participate in charity-work and 
community service of some sort, but 
this particular idea hit rather close to 
home for the Rams’ soccer family. 

Bazzini’s sister, Daniela, has Type 1 
Diabetes and the group couldn’t come 

up with a better cause to support. The 
trio hoped to raise at least $2,500 for 
Team JDRF, a grassroots fundraising 
program which brings together those 
looking to fi nd a cure for Type 1 Dia-
betes.

The group began their climb on 
July 24 and reached the top of Mt. Fuji 
the next morning, witnessing the sun-

rise on the peak. In addition to the trek, 
the soccer standouts also planned to 
spend time at an area school, meeting 
with the students and helping with an 
English lesson. 

It was a detailed itinerary, but the 
focus, of course, was to bring aware-
ness to the fi ght against Type 1 Diabe-
tes. McElderry couldn’t quite surpress 

his pride when he discussed all the 
work his players put into making sure 
the trip went off without a hitch. 

“Honestly it’s one of the real nice 
things about working at Fordham,” 
McElderry said. “There’s a lot of great 
schools out there, but the kids at Ford-
ham always seem to exceed my expec-
tations with that.”

The Rams hope to continue their 
fundraising efforts once the school 
year gets underway, led by Bazzini, 
who was dubbed the squad’s quasi-
charity organizer by his teammates. 

“We give guys different responsi-
bilities thorughout the season and that 
was one of the things that fell under 
his watch was to pick some events that 
we get involved in,” McElderry said. “I 
think it’s really important to see if we 
can make an impact in one little way 
or another in a certain area. So my 
guess is we’ll be doing some stuff with 
that same cause as we go through.”

The trio will be back on campus – 
along with the rest of their Fordham 
teammates – on August 10 and while 
McElderry is more than ready to get 
the season underway, he knows it may 
take a few practices before the moun-
tain-climbing squad is up to literal 
speed. 

McElderry understands that – after 
all, it’s diffi cult to run at the top of Mt. 
Fuji. 

“These guys want to be back on the 
fi eld as bad as I want them to be back 
on the fi eld,” McElderry said. “We’ll 
worry about getting up to speed fi tness-
wise when they get back. This was too 
good of an opportunity to pass up.”

Fordham soccer trio climb Mt. Fuji to raise money for Juvenile Diabetes 

Fordham soccer standouts Christopher Bazzini, Mateo Gowland and Tetsu Tonegawa climbed 
Mt. Fuji on July 24 as part of a fundraiser to raise awareness for Juvenile (Type 1) Diabetes. 
 Photo Courtesy of Fordham Athletics
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enough to have Johnny Roseboro and 
Kevin Kennedy as my fi rst catching 
instructors,” Piazza said. “I could still 
remember the pain of blocking balls by 
the machine and lying in bed at night, 
but it wasn’t all bad, I actually got the 
chance to hit batting practice off the 
great Sandy Koufax. A little benefi t of 
being with the Dodgers.” Piazza also 
talked about. “One spring training 
early in my minor league career, I no-
ticed a rather imposing hitting coach 
around the cages. He strutted around 
like a peacock, he had that drill ser-
geant voice, and if you said something 
he disagreed with, he would snarl at 
you and your spine would shrink. He 
was Reggie Smith. There is a handful 
of people in your life who change the 
direction of your destiny. Reggie was 
this for me. He originally came up 
with the Boston Red Sox with Ted Wil-
liams as his hitting coach. And I was 
so fortunate to have Ted Williams give 
me a private hitting lesson at 15 years 
old, as you saw in the video. There’s no 

greater experience than a 15-year-old 
to get a lesson from the greatest hitter 
of all time. Reggie knew right away that 
I had something you couldn’t teach, 
power.”  He also spoke about Bobby 
Valentine who he didn’t get along with. 
“Bobby, I know we didn’t always agree, 
but you were an amazing motivator, ex-
tremely intelligent baseball man, and I 
can honestly say that you gave the best 
pregame motivational speech I ever 
heard [before a game against St. Louis 
after the Cardinals had thrown at one 
of the Mets’ hitters]. Sorry, Tommy.” 
He also talked about the love/hate re-
lation with Bobby, but also said he got 
the most out of him. 

Mike also spoke about his father, 
“My father, Vince, was the son of 
Italian immigrants. He’s so proud 
of his Italian heritage. . . . My dad al-
ways dreamed of playing in the ma-
jor leagues for his all-American love 
of baseball. He could not follow that 
dream, as the realities of life and hav-
ing to support his family forced him 
to work. He built a great business and 

employed many people. We made it, 
dad. The race is over. Now, it’s time to 
smell the roses. The journey is over.” 

Ken Griffey Jr. thanked the most 
important person to him, “To my dad, 
who taught me how to play this game, 
but more importantly he taught me 
how to be a man. How to work hard, 
how to look at yourself in the mirror 
each and every day, and not to worry 
about what other people are doing,” 
said Griffey. “See, baseball didn’t 
come easy for him. He was the 29th 
round pick and had to choose between 
football and baseball. And where he’s 
from in Donora, Pa., football is king. 
But I was born fi ve months after his 
senior year, and he made a decision to 
play baseball to provide for his fam-
ily, because that’s what men do. And 
I love you for that.” Jr. as everybody 
knew him didn’t waste time in being 
a showman that he is, put his hat on 
backwards. Wonder if the Hall will 
have it like that.

This week in sports history 1957 
Floyd Patterson TKOs Tommy Jack-

son in 10 for heavyweight boxing ti-
tle. 1988 Cincinnati Reds pitcher John 
Franco sets a record of 13 saves in 1 
month. 1990 George Steinbrenner is 
forced by Commissioner Fay Vincent 
to resign as principal partner of NY 
Yankees..

Don’t forget to tune into or set 
your dvr to Showtime’s Boxing on 
July 30th.  This is going to be a great 
card if you want to go in person at the 
Barclay Center. Battle for Brooklyn.  
WBA Super World Featherweight Ire-
lands Carl Frampton will box against 
Champion Leo Santa Cruiz. WBA Mid-
dleweight Champion Daniel Jacobs is 
on the card and the Battle of Brooklyn 
between two of my good friends Paulie 
Malignaggi and Gabriel Bracero. That 
is one where is will be hard to watch. 

Thank you for your comments and 
emails. Keep them coming.  If there is 
something that you might like to see 
in upcoming articles or if you might 
like to make a comment you can do so 
by e-mailing me at sconnolly103@op-
tonline.net.

BY LAURA AMATO
Emily Herrera saw her name on 

the computer screen and couldn’t 
come up with enough adjectives to 
possibly convey how excited she 
was. 

The Truman soccer standout 
had been selected as part of the 
PSAL’s international girls soccer 
team, which will send some of the 
city’s top on-field talent to Spain 
for a week-long trip from August 6 
to 13. 

Herrera didn’t exactly jump for 
joy when she realized she made the 
team’s final cut, but she did do a bit 
of excited screaming. 

“I was extremely excited,” Her-
rera said. “It was fantastic. I don’t 
really know how else to say it or put 
it in to words. I was just really, re-
ally excited.”

Herrera had a solid junior sea-
son with Truman last fall, scoring 
seven goals and notching 15 assists 
during the regular season. She 
added two more goals and another 
four assists in three playoff games. 

But while Herrera wasn’t lack-
ing for confidence, she was still a 
bit intimidated by the players on 
the field during the PSAL’s two-day 
tryout for the international team. 

The multi-day event brought to-
gether 120 soccer stars – both boys 
and girls – and Herrera was imme-
diately impressed by the undeni-
able talent in front of her. 

“It was difficult at first because I 
had never met any of the other girls 
before,” Herrera said. “So some-
times it was hard to work with play-
ers that you had never seen before 
or knew, but it came together really 

well. And that made it a lot easier to 
play and settle into it all.”

Once Herrera settled into the 
schedule of tryouts, the rest was 
easy. She’s always loved being on a 
soccer field and even this instance, 
despite the slightly higher-than-

normal stakes, was still the same 
game. 

Those same players that she 
didn’t know just a few weeks ago 
have quickly become quasi-instruc-
tors for her and Herrera has added 
to her own game after seeing what 

her brand-new teammates brought 
to the field. 

“I got to know a lot of the girls 
during the tryouts and they were 
all very nice and they were all very 
talented,” she said. “I really just 
learned a lot of new stuff through-
out the tryouts by working with 
them and started to work well with 
them.”

Herrera is counting down the 
seconds until she’ll be on that 
plane to Spain and while she’s anx-
ious to test her skills against inter-
national competition, she’s also de-
termined to soak up every moment 
off the field as well. 

“We’re going to watch a profes-
sional game, we’ve been invited to 
see Barcelona play,” Herrera said. 
“And we’re going to be doing a ton 
of sight-seeing. I’m really excited 
for that. Last year I went to Ireland, 
so this is another great opportunity 
that I’m really excited to take.”

Herrera may not be able to put 
into words excited she is to be a 
part of this team and this trip, but 
that doesn’t mean she’s lacking for 
goals – both on and off the field – 
once her feet touch Spanish soil. 

This selection was a big-time 
confidence boost for Herrera and 
she’s determined to make sure she 
doesn’t waste this opportunity. 

“At first I thought that I had a lot 
of flaws when I came to soccer and 
a lot of things that I could improve 
on,” she said. “And of course I still 
know there are things to work on, 
but I hope that this trip will allow 
me to try and improve those things. 
Then I can bring that back to my 
high school team.”

Truman soccer star set for trip to Spain with PSAL

Pipe Dreams
from Page 65

Emily Herrera



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 29-AUGUST 4, 201668    BTR

98,000
DOZEN

SUMMER 
FASHION
ITEMS

BACK TO SCHOOL SUMMER

SIDEWALK SALE!
4 DAYS ONLY! EVERYTHING MUST GO! 

WALL TO 
WALL 

SAVINGS!

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

$3
$30

NOW

• TEES • TANKS • CAPRIS 

• DENIM SHORTS
• FASHION KNITS • DRESSES 

• DESIGNER 
TOPS

• WOVEN 
SHIRTS 

• BASEBALL 
CAPS 

• SUMMER TOYS 
• CASUAL SHOES 
• & MORE

BELOW COST!BELOW COST!

$1
$25

NOW

• SCARVES 

• BELTS
• SHORTS
• TEES 
• TANKS
• WALLETS  

• & MORE

BELOW COST!BELOW COST!

$5
$35

NOW

• SWIMWEAR

• SHORTS • DRESSES

• FASHION TOPS

• POLO SHIRTS

• V-NECKS
• KNIT TOPS

• SANDALS
• KNIT 

COORDINATES

• HANDBAGS

BELOW COST!BELOW COST!

FREELAYAWAYFOR BACKTO SCHOOL

FREELAYAWAY

BELOW
COST!

SCHOOL 
UNIFORMS
BLOWOUT!
SHOP EARLY

& SAVE!
BOYS & GIRLS
KNIT POLO SHIRTS

BOYS & GIRLS
SKIRTS • SKORTS • JUMPERS

$5

$8
BOYS & GIRLS FLEECE SEPARATES:
BASIC OR JOGGER PANTS, HOODIES

$6

BOYS & GIRLS
BACK TO SCHOOL FOOTWEAR

$10

All School ColorsBACKPACK
HEADQUARTERS

Assorted Colors & Styles Including 
Licensed Characters. 

Shop Early
& Save!

SCHOOL SUPPLIES TOO!
Binders, Licensed Character

Notebooks , Pencils, Pens,
Erasers, Stickies & More

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • MON-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 10AM-7PM • BRONX STORE: MON-SAT 9AM-9PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100


