
BY ROBERT WIRSING
The city’s ‘number one worst 

landlord’ has fi nally met with his 
tenants.

On Tuesday, July 12, the Parkash 
Tenant Coalition, NYC Public Ad-
vocate representatives, Northwest 
Bronx Community and Clergy 
Coalition, New Settlement Apart-
ments’ Community Action for Safe 
Apartments and the Urban Justice 
Center’s Community Development 
Project met with Ved Parkash at 
Concourse House at 2751 Grand 
Concourse to address their demands 
and concerns.

According to a NWBCCC tenant 
organizer, over 120 tenants from 15 
different Parkash-owned buildings 
were in attendance.

Michael Leonard, Urban Justice 
staff attorney, attended the meet-
ing and drafted a ‘Memorandum of 
Understanding’ document contain-
ing the tenants’ demands which 
Parkash publicly agreed upon.

These demands include creat-
ing a ‘repair request sheet’ in both 
English and Spanish to be approved 
by the coalition, to honor all repair 
requests, to have the super of each 
building visit each apartment and 
distribute repair request forms to 
tenants who have not completed or 
received one within one month and 
to install complaint boxes in every 
buildings’ lobby ensuring tenants 
can make repair requests directly 
to the super. 

Repairs to the underlying condi-
tions such as leaking pipes or mold 
sources, to give 72-hour notice to 
tenants for non-emergency repairs 
unless a court order requests oth-
erwise, to call Parkash’s cellphone 
to report conditions in need of re-
pairs, to provide a written notice in 
English and Spanish to tenants if 
the super visits the apartment when 
no one is home, to fi x any front en-
trance doors needing repairs, to 
install new security cameras and 
new lighting in all of the buildings 
within one yea were also included in 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Community Board 11 held 

a public hearing on Monday, 
July 18 concerning a Uniform 
Land Use Review Procedure 
for the Klein Calderoni & San-
tucci law offices at 1614 Wil-
liamsbridge Road.

The law office’s illegal use 
of a residentially zoned prop-
erty has been the subject of 
several articles in the NY 
Post.

The law office’s present 

zoning is legally non-conform-
ing and the ULURP is the first 
step in the process to rezone 
the property.

The board’s Land Use Com-
mittee voted on June 16 - with 
four “yes” votes and two “no 
votes” - to send a letter of ‘no 
objection’ to the NYC Plan-
ning Department concerning 
the property.

Even though the board had 
voted a month ago to approve 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Jacobi Medical Center became 

the fi rst ‘Level 1 Trauma Center’ 
in the borough under a new more 
stringent certifi cation program.

Jacobi reached the top des-
ignation for the treatment of 
trauma and was the fi rst borough 
hospital to complete the certifi ca-
tion process, according to Jacobi 
offi cials. 

The process for state certifi ca-
tion now requires a visit by the 
American College of Surgeons, 
who certify medical institutions 
‘Level 1’ - the top tier designation 

- or ‘Level 2’ facilities. 
The ACS Committee on 

Trauma review replaces an older 
system in which the NYS Depart-
ment of Health itself would visit 
the hospitals and apply locally de-
veloped standards, according to 
Jacobi personnel. 

ACS added a much more rigor-
ous set of national standards de-
veloped by leading medical prac-
titioners in the fi eld of trauma, 
they explained. 

The ACS review encompassed 
all aspects of how the medical cen-

Your Neighborhood — Your News®July 24, 2016

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 10

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMUPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMA CNG Publication • Vol. 67 No. 5 • Vol. 67 No. 5 A CNG Publication • Vol. 5 No. 30 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COM

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 11Continued on Page 4

Passes rigorous trauma 
care evaluation

FAITH BURNS BRIGHT

JACOBI ER IS
IN GREAT SHAPE

In light of the recent violence gripping the nation, Police Service Area 8 
Community Council hosted a candlelight vigil in memoriam for the fi ve 
slain Dallas police offi cers on Wednesday, July 13 at the Throggs Neck 
Houses. Candles were lit to remember fallen offi cers Lorne Ahrens, Mi-
chael Krol, Michael J. Smith, Brent Thompson and Patrick Zamarripa who 
were murdered following a peaceful Black Lives Matter-led protest on 
Thursday, July 7.        Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

CB 11 approves commercial 
rezoning request

‘NYC’s worst 
landlord’ meets 
with his tenants
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Four Bronx schools will be 

replacing a significant portion 
of its staffs for the upcoming 
school year as part of a major 
overhaul.

According to the NYC De-
partment of Education, the  
‘out of time’ schools will retain 
only a percentage  of its teach-
ing and non-teaching  staff for 
the 2016-17 school year.

The failing schools, Leh-
man High School, Junior High 
School 80, Banana Kelly High 
School and Fordham Leader-
ship Academy, were each tar-
geted for improvement through 
the School Renewal Program.

Lehman High School, will 
has the largest number of non-
returning staff, with 32 of 87 po-
sitions not being invited back. 

Junior High School 80 will 
retain just 26 of its 42  posi-
tions. 

In total, the schools will re-
place 193 positions.

The non-retained staff will 
be eligible to apply to other 
public schools in the city. 

Some teachers will be reas-
signed to other schools through 
a centrally funded excessed 

teacher program at the start of 
next school year in September. 

“I don’t know if (Lehman 
High School) can afford to lose 
that many staff members,” 
said Martin Prince, chairman 
of Community Board 10, who 
said that he had not been in-
formed of these changes. “This 
is concerning - especially con-
sidering the fact that the new 
school year is just around the 
corner.”

Some parents are concerned 

with the possibility of staff 
shortages at the beginning of 
the next school term, but Coun-
cilman Rafael, a member of 
the City Council’s Education 
Committee and former district 
manager of Community Board 
2, said that his office has been 
in contact with the DOE on this 
issue. 

He said that he does not be-
lieve the schools will be under-
staffed, to his knowledge.

“The DOE allows for prin-

cipals to make their own hir-
ing decisions and funding for 
hiring is based on enrollment, 
so it is possible that all posi-
tions are not refilled, or al-
ternatively, that a school may 
add new positions,” said Sala-
manca. 

“I am focused on ensuring 
that all of our schools have 
the tools needed to be success-
ful, and that includes keeping 
a finger on the pulse of the in-
dividual schools in my district 

and their specific needs - and 
Banana Kelly High School is 
no exception,” the councilman 
said.

“There is no doubt that we 
need to retain good teachers, 
because that is what is most 
beneficial for our kids and 
their ability to learn,” Sala-
manca added.

“As we work tirelessly to 
turn these schools around and 
serve the students, we must 
have the right leaders, the 
right teachers and the right 
school staff in place,” said 
Carmen Farina, NYC Schools 
Chancellor. 

“We are working closely 
with each of these schools 
around their hiring process 
and providing them with un-
precedented supports includ-
ing extended learning time, in-
centives to bring in qualified 
and experienced teacher lead-
ers, social services and rigor-
ous targeted teacher training.

“We will continue to sup-
port these schools while still 
holding them accountable - all 
options are on the table to im-
prove student outcomes,” Fa-
rina added.

Four Bronx failing schools to replace staff 

Lehman High School, is one of the four Bronx schools which will undergo a major re-staffi ng. File Photo
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JOIN US FOR OUR

Thursday, September 15, 2016
Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf Courses
11am: Registration & Lunch 1:00pm Golf Start

Dinner and Awards Reception
To Follow Golf

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
For More Information

Please Call 917-224-8195 Or Email korres@gmail.com
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Jacobi ER in great shape; passes rigorous trauma care evaluation

Members of the Jacobi Medical Center trauma team in front of an ambulance at the hospital. Photo 
courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

ter deals with everything 
from bus crash injuries to 
bullet wounds, according to 
a hospital spokesman. 

Dr. John McNelis, chair-
man of surgery, said that 
the evaluation was done 
over two days in March and 
that Jacobi was notifi ed re-
cently of the results. 

“For the hospital, it is 
a big deal,” said McNelis, 
adding “Jacobi is a hospital 
that is committed on a mul-
tiple levels to the care of the 
trauma patient; there is an 
institutional commitment 
of resources and of thought 
to the prioritization of these 
patients.” 

Key strengths of Jacobi 
Medical Center is the ra-
pidity at which they access 
trauma patients’ needs and 
the ability to mobilize the 
necessary resources to care 
for them, said McNelis. 

According to a spokes-
man, among the aspects of 
that the ACS chose to high-
light as Jacobi’s strengths 
are neurosurgery, quick 
care for fractures in the 
operating room, 24/7 ra-

diology service, as well as 
impressive programs and 
research on gun violence, 
including the hospital’s 
Stand Up To Violence pro-
gram, which was the fi rst 
such program to be based 
at a medical facility. 

Dr. Sheldon Teperman, 
trauma medical director, 
said that the results are a 
verifi cation that Jacobi’s 
trauma services are second 
to none for residents of the 
borough and also for lower 
Westchester. 

“There was a time when 
the state rules were not only 
less rigorous, they weren’t 
carefully policed,” said Te-
perman. “We always main-
tained higher standards 
than required, so when 
these really high standards 
came in, we were in excel-
lent shape.” 

He added: “Our staff has 
worked tirelessly to achieve 
this distinction and the 
teamwork we demonstrate 
on a day-in, day-out basis 
saves lives.”

There is an expectation 
that Level 1 trauma cen-
ters like Jacobi be regional 

leaders in education, in-
jury prevention, and re-
search and performance 
improvement, said Teper-
man. 

Because of this, mem-
bers of the Jacobi staff 
contribute to the body of 
research on trauma by pub-
lishing articles on what 
they learn in leading peer-
reviewed medical journals 
that have national and in-
ternational readership.   

Bringing Jacobi’s 
trauma center up to the new 
Level 1 standards cost mil-
lions, and required putting 
in place permanent staffi ng 
and resource changes, as 
well as changes to record-
keeping, said the doctor. 

The hospital cannot rest 
on its laurels, added Teper-
man, who said that as part 
of the Level 1 designation 
the facility must commit 
to continued improvement 
and be evaluated by ACS 
every three years. 

“We constantly examine 
and reexamine ways to im-
prove the care we provide,” 
he said. 

from Page 1

the agreement. 
The coalition will provide 

Parkash with a list of build-
ings with unkept common ar-
eas and will post information 
about tenants’ rights in every 
lobby in addition to a notice 
for the right to call 311. 

Parkash agreed to im-
mediately respond to eleva-
tor complaints and to ensure 
they function at all times.

The landlord is to direct 
the porter or super from each 
building to clean the elevator 
before 7 a.m. and use the ele-
vator to transport garbage or 
construction materials only 
before 7 a.m. 

Parkash agreed that hold-

over evictions cannot be initi-
ated without the tenant being 
notifi ed by certifi ed mail. He 
also agreed to waive late fees 
when the rent is paid any-
time within the month it is 
due, agreed to provide ten-
ants with accurate pass due 
rent breakdowns and to cease 
charging fees as rent arrears, 
agreed to ensure accurate 
records rather than resort 
to court over rent when ten-
ants do not owe anything 
and to have a representative 
meet with the coalition to en-
sure tenants’ needs are being 
properly addressed.

The organizer noted 
Parkash was ‘very general’ 
in some of his responses. 

He said all of his buildings 
would have security cameras 
installed, but did not specify 
as to when or which build-
ings will receive the improve-
ments. 

The NWBCCC tenant or-
ganizer said the coalition 
plans to host follow-up meet-
ings to update progress at 
Parkash’s properties.  

On Friday, July 8, a few 
days before the meeting with 
Parkash, Senator Gustavo 
Rivera and NWBCCC mem-
bers met tenants outside 2454 
Tiebout Avenue to protest 
the building’s poor living 
conditions and fi le a lawsuit 
against the jamdlord.

Rajiv Jaswa, Urban Jus-

tice Center staff attorney, 
said as of Monday, July 18, 
there are 271 open housing 
code violations at 2454 Tie-
bout Avenue alone, with 174 
Class B hazardous violations 
and 18 Class C immediately 
hazardous violations.

They include lack of heat 
and hot water, a non-working 
elevator, unkempt building, 
inadequate lighting, leaks 
and rodent and cockroach in-
festations.

Tenants complained about 
the landlord’s ‘patchwork’ re-
pairs, in which a fresh paint 
job is used to hide leaks, mold 
and mildew.

“We struggle to pay our 
rent to live in a decent and 
comfortable apartment,” Ra-
faela Martinez, a 2454 Tie-
bout Avenue resident. “It 

makes me depressed to see 
my building and apartment 
falling apart.”

Jaswa said NYC Housing 
Preservation and Develop-
ment inspectors visited the 
property to document all 
violations and the work that 
has been done at the building 
since the rally.

He added Judge Laurie 
Marin will preside over the 
fi rst court hearing for 2454 
Tiebout Avenue on Monday, 
August 15 at Bronx Housing 
Court. 

As previously reported in 
the Bronx Times, Parkash 
was ranked ‘number one’ 
on NYC Public Advocate 
Letitia James’ ‘100 Worst 
Landlords in New York 
City’ last November for ac-
cumulating a staggering 

2,369 violations in 11 of his 
43 buildings. Parkash owns 
approximately 40 buildings 
in the Bronx.

The problematic proper-
ties include 2675 Creston Av-
enue, 2125 Cruger Avenue, 
2487 Davidson Avenue, 180 
E. 163rd Street, 58 E. 190th 
Street, 751 Gerard Avenue, 
815 Gerard, 750 Grand Con-
course, 2820 Sedgwick Av-
enue, 1530 Sheridan Avenue, 
2454 Tiebout Avenue and 835 
Walton Avenue.

Tenants from 15 of 
Parkash’s buildings estab-
lished the Parkash Tenant 
Coalition and after a suc-
cessful protest conducted 
in front of Bronx Housing 
Court on Thursday, June 2, 
Parkash agreed to meet with 
his tenants.

‘NYC’s worst landlord’ meets with his tenants
from Page 1
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AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in 
AgeWell New York depends on contract renewal. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare 
Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
H4922_AWNY_4002_AS16_FILE & USE 04152016

We’re here for your call.
Toll Free 1.866.586.8044 
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220Contact us for eligibility and enrollment.

info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

Our high quality and affordable Medicare Advantage and Long Term Care plan options include:

Medicare Advantage Plans  Designed to meet the needs of  
individuals with Medicare and those with both Medicare and Medicaid. 
We have a variety of plan options and a large network of quality doctors 
and providers in the communities where you live.

Managed Long Term Care Plans  Health and long term care services at  
home or in the community for those who are chronically ill or disabled.

Seriously, choosing a  
health plan is not easy.
We work hard to make it easier. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A planned 15th anniver-

sary memorial to the vic-
tims of the September 11th 
2001 terrorist attacks has 
been scuttled by the NYC 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 

Community leaders had 
designed a permanent me-
morial area in Schneider 
Sampson Square as a trib-
ute to commemorate the 
tragedy surrounding the 
attack on the Twin Towers 
and the Pentagon in 2001. 

The local activists de-
signed a monument that 
included a piece of metal 
from the original World 
Trade Center site. 

The 3-sided, seven foot 
wide and tall granite me-
morial was sited for a loca-
tion across the street from 
P.S. 14, said Eugene Lynch, 
a local activist and retired 
fi refi ghter

All materials and labor 
for the installation would 
have been donated, said 
Lynch, and it would have 
come at no cost to Parks. 

However, Parks sig-
naled last week that it was 

no longer accepting 9/11 
memorials in local parks, 
said CB 10 member Robert 
Bieder, who had contacted 
the agency on the matter.   

“I just thought this was 
a no-brainer,” said Bieder, 
adding “I was really sur-
prised that Parks Depart-
ment said that they are not 
doing (these memorials) 
anymore.” 

A Parks spokesman 
stated that since the fall of 
2001, it has been the agen-
cy’s policy not to advance 
local 9/11 memorials in 
deference to the memorial 
to all the victims at the site 
where the Twin Towers 
once stood. 

“We understand the im-
portance of recognizing 
the victims and the role 
that parks have tradition-
ally played as places of 
remembrance, but it was 
felt that a unifi ed response 
would be the most appro-
priate form of commemo-
ration,” stated the spokes-
man. “Parks has received 
scores of requests to honor 
victims locally and in re-
sponse we supported the 

creation of living memo-
rial groves and gardens, 
and have planted trees in 
honor of the victims.” 

Councilman James 
Vacca said he hopes that 
Parks takes another look 
at the proposal and gives 
consideration to the site. 

“Many of our residents 
would like to have some-

thing in our community 
to remember 9/11,” said 
Vacca, adding “I think 
something here would be 
appropriate, and I have 
reached out to Parks (ask-
ing that they reconsider) 
and am waiting to hear 
back.”

The councilman also 
pointed out that there is 

an existing 9/11 memorial 
next to Engine 72 at East 
Tremont Avenue and the 
Cross Bronx Expressway. 

There is also a memo-
rial grove of trees in Ferry 
Point Park, but Lynch said 
that the one being pro-
posed for Schneider Samp-
son Park will be the only 
local memorial to include 

actual steel from the orig-
inal World Trade Center 
site.

The area at the site that 
would have commemorated 
the attacks was to have fea-
tured a four foot steel beam 
that had been at Ground 
Zero, said Mary Jane Mu-
sano, a Waterbury-LaSalle 
Community Association 
board member. 

“Everyone was really 
excited about it” said Mu-
sano “I am just in shock 
that they would say no.” 

The design for the me-
morial had even been com-
pleted, said Lynch, and 
it was to have included a 
monument with an image 
of the original World Trade 
Center carved in the stone, 
with tributes to both the ci-
vilian and unformed casu-
alties of the attack on each 
side of the stone. 

An alternate site for 
the location would be in 
Westchester Square, said 
Lynch, who is eager to have 
the piece of steel from the 
World Trade Center placed 
in a public space as a trib-
ute to the fallen. 

NYC Parks nixes 9/11 memorial for P.S. 14 site

Schneider Sampson Square was to be the site of a 15th anniversary memorial to September 11, 2001. 
The plan for the memorial was scuttled after the Department of Parks and Recreation turned it down.
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio



BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Members of the community gathered 

on Fricay, July 15 at the 720 Tinton Avenue 
basketball courts for the fi rst annual Jes-
sica White Safer Community Memorial 
Basketball Tournament.

Rev. Antonio Hendrickson, founder of 
the non-profi t Lead By Example Reverse 
the Trend, started the tournament in an ef-
fort to remember Jessica White - a mother 
of three who died at the hands of gang vio-
lence.

In March, White and her family were 
in the 700 Westchester Avenue Park when 
a gunman came into the park and started 
fi ring a weapon in what was believed to a 
gang-related dispute.

As bullets fl ew, White ran over to her 
three children and - as she was shielding 
them from gunfi re -- was fatally hit multiple 
times in her torso.

“We are out here to show support to the 
family of Jessica White, her three children 
and her husband.” Hendrickson told those 
in attendance. “We want the community to 
know that united we stand and divided we 
fall.”

“We are together now,” said the rever-
end, “ and Jessica White, her life will not 

be in vain.”
Hendrickson said he wants to send a 

message to gang members that the area is 
not a place for gang violence.

“Jessica White should not have lost her 
life protecting her children inside a park 
and playground,” he added.

Many teens in the community partici-
pated in the basketball tournament. In ad-
dition, members of the NYPD’s 40th Pre-
cinct also entered a team to play.

Hendrickson said kids should know you 
don’t have to do drugs and be violent to be 
cool.

“This right here is cool - this right here 
is what’s up,” said Hendrickson. “When you 
can come together and play basketball with 
your neighborhood police offi cers and in-
teract in peace and harmony that’s what’s 
up.”

The reverend also thanked Offi cer Hec-
tor Espada from the 40th Precinct and his 
fellow offi cers for attending the tourna-
ment.

Hendrickson said that despite the cur-
rent tension between police departments 
and minority communities throughout the 
country, the 40th Precinct is an example of 
community partnership.

The reverend said the department was 
showing the community love and what 
‘dope policing’ is about.

“I’ve been working here for a very long 
time,” said Espada who was born and raised 
in Hunts Point. “I love this community and 
I am apart of this community.”

Espada said he wanted to “let the com-
munity know that the police offi cers love 
them and hopefully we get that love back.”

“I just want it to be a good neighborhood 

for both the residents and the police offi cers 
of the community,” he added.

In addition to playing basketball, tour-
nament participants also took a pledge, 
provided by the Foundation for a Drug-Free 
World, to live a drug-free life.

Hendrickson said Lead By Example is 
working to get the park named after Jessica 
White.

The non-profi t also donated $900 to her 
family to help them purchase a tombstone.
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Hoops tournament honors
mother lost to gun violence

Reverend Antonio Hendrickson (center) fi nishes a meeting with two teams before they play in the 
Jessica White Safer Communiy Basketball Tournamen. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The future is now for a billboard location 

formerly occupied by  an iconic ad.
iHeartRadio, the owner of many NYC ra-

dio stations, will soon occupy the billboard 
advertisement space atop 20 Bruckner Bou-
levard that was home to the History Channel 
lettering, the History Channel’s ‘H’ logo and 
electronic message board for over 15 years be-
fore it was removed last February.

The 4,000-square foot advertisement, 
which will be completed by August 1, will be 
nearly impossible to miss from parts of Har-
lem and especially while driving northbound 
from Manhattan across the Triboro/RFK 
or Willis Avenue bridges, which yield great 
views of the south Bronx waterfront.

“This is an iconic billboard space in New 
York City,” said an iHeartRadio spokesper-
son. “We are extremely proud of iHeartRa-
dio’s strong presence in NYC and this will be 
a great visual exposure of the iHeartRadio 
brand, given the billboard space is visible 
from various locations reaching millions of 
people every month.”

iHeartRadio would not go into detail on 
the terms of the agreement or how many 
years the advertisement would occupy the 
space, but did say that the deal was a multi-
year agreement.

“In just fi ve years, the iHeartRadio na-
tional brand has grown into one of the most-
recognized consumer media and entertain-
ment brands in America and our iconic New 

York radio stations continue to be a huge part 
of the city’s fabric,” said Bob Pittman, chair-
man and CEO of iHeartMedia, Inc. 

“We couldn’t be more excited to now be-
come part of the physical skyline (of NYC 
and the Bronx) and this incredible billboard, 

which reaches millions of people every month 
with the power of this display, embodies our 
presence here and our commitment to our lis-
teners,” he added.

“With this billboard change, we are mov-
ing towards the future and leaving the past,” 

said Lloyd Ultan from the Bronx Historical 
Society, referencing the History Channel ad-
vertisement that is now history. “In today’s 
society, people are always looking to access 
services digitally, and if this is a vindication 
that the Bronx is the wave of the future, then 
I’m all for it!”

“I haven’t yet seen the billboard - but I 
hope that something is incorporated on the 
advertisement that displays the identity of 
this borough,” said Thomas Casey, president 
of the East Bronx History Forum, who added 
that a slideshow depicting areas of interest 
in the Bronx, such as Yankee Stadium, the 
Bronx Zoo and the New York Botanical Gar-
den, would be a good idea. “It would be nice 
to have something that welcomes people to 
this borough”

The building that will sport the iHeart-
Radio billboard, previously occupied by the 
History Channel, was once the home of the 
Ruppert Ice House, an ice manufacturer that 
operated before the refrigeration era.

iHeartRadio owns stations across the 
United States, Australia and New Zealand,

 It is also available on many platforms, in-
cluding mobile, internet, home entertainment 
and automotive devices. 

Many local radio stations are part of the  
iHeartRadio family, including Z100, Power 
105, KTU, Lite FM, Q104.3 and WOR, among 
others.

Clear Channel Outdoor could not be 
reached for comment.

iHeartRadio takes History Channel billboard

The iHeartRadio billboard advertisement will be completed by August 1. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new affordable hous-

ing development will soon 
rise along Webster Avenue.

On Tuesday, July 19, 
the Doe Fund joined fund-
ing partners, city and state 
agency representatives 
and Magnusson Architec-
ture and Planning for the 
groundbreaking ceremony 
of Webster Green, an afford-
able and supportive housing 
project.

The 82-unit development, 
a $30 million project which 
will be located on 3100 Web-
ster Avenue, will include 41 
supportive units consisting 
of a mix of studios and one-
bedroom units as well as 41 
affordable units consisting 
of a mix of one and two-bed-
room units. 

The targeted tenants are  

HIV and AIDS victims as 
well as homeless individu-
als and families.

The 76,000 square foot, 
eight-story building will also 
include on-site social ser-
vices and feature an outdoor 
recreational area, residence 
lounges, a community room 
and laundry facilities. 

Each unit comes with a 
storage space. 

Rents will range from 
$852 to $1,096 per month in-
cluding utilities.

According to a spokes-
person for the Doe Fund, 
the development was coined 
‘Webster Green’ because 
it’s LEED-certifi catied The 
building is resource effi -
cient by using less water and 
energy, and reduces green-
house gas emissions.

The $30 million was 

funded by NYS Homes and 
Community Renewal, the 
NYS Offi ce of Temporary 
and Disability Assistance, 
NYS Department of Health, 
Citibank, Raymond James 
Tax Equity Group, the Cor-
poration for Supportive 
Housing, the NYS Energy 
Research and Development 
Agency, among other fund-
ing partners and govern-
ment agencies.

“The Doe Fund is proud 
to join our partners from the 
city, the state and the fi nan-
cial sector to make afford-
able housing a reality for 
New Yorkers in need,” said 
George McDonald, the Doe 
Fund’s founder and presi-
dent.

Construction of Webster 
Green is expected to be com-
pleted in spring 2018.

Groundbreaking held for 
affordable Webster Green

The Doe Fund and various heads of city and state agencies gather at the groundbreaking ceremony.
Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Rendering of Webster Green. Photo courtesy of Magnusson Architecture and Planning
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Throgs Neck Little League 

is taking steps to go green follow-
ing a $400,000 grant for solar pan-
els and new LED lights at the ball-
fi eld. 

The grant was obtained 
through Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz, Jr.

League president Frank Eisele 
said he and Diaz discussed the 
fi eld in January. Eisele explained 
there were issues with the genera-
tor and lighting.

“The Throgs Neck Little 
League has helped thousands of 
youngsters throughout the years, 
and I am proud to be able to help 
this wonderful institution today. 
This lighting upgrade will not 
only help make the league’s fa-
cilities more energy efficient, it 
will save them money in the long 
run as well. I am proud to have 
been able to provide $400,000 in 
capital funds for this project this 
year, and I look forward to en-
joying a game ‘under the lights’ 
when this renovation is com-
plete,” said Borough President 
Diaz.

The TNLL has also had some 
good news on the baseball dia-

mond.
The little league swept the Dis-

trict League Championships for 
ages 9-10 and ages 11 at the Little 
League, Junior League and Senior 

League levels.
Eisele said the victories were 

a “tremendous accomplishment” 
for the league.

Players and managers from the 
team were then invited to Yankee 
stadium on Sunday, July 17 where 
they got to step onto the fi eld be-
fore watching the Bronx Bombers 

play the Red Sox.
The players even got to appear 

on ESPN’s Sunday Night Base-
ball through an interview with 
ESPN’s baseball reporter Tim 
Kurkjian.

Eisele said the league will put 
the solar panels and lighting con-
tracts out to bid.

The entire project cost will be 
approximately $875,000 accord-
ing to Eisele.

He hopes to obtain additional 
funding through private dona-
tions and grants from local, state 
and federal electeds.

Eisele expects the light instal-
lation by next spring and said 
Diaz could possibly throw out the 
fi rst pitch next year.

The Throgs Neck Little League 
has been around since 1952 when 
it was fi rst established as the 
Northeast Bronx Little League.

The following year it was taken 
over by Leo Vitti who eventually 
partnered with Robert Jonap to 
run the league for over 50 years.

The fi elds on which the little 
leaguers play, and where the 
lights will be installed, are now 
called the Leo Vitti & Robert 
Jonap Memorial Fields.

BP funds solar panels and LED lights for TNLL

I am proud to 
have been able to 
provide $400,000 

in capital funds for 
this project this 

year.
Ruben Diaz, Jr.
Borough President

Throgs Neck Little League is going green with solar panels and new LED lights.
 File Photo

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Island community leaders continue 

to reach out to top city offi cials regarding 
the long-promised sound abatement of the 
Rodman’s Neck fi ring range next to Pelham 
Bay Park. 

The irritating noise at the NYPD train-
ing range has prompted a call for stronger 
action.

On a recent call-in radio program, City 
Island Civic Association vice-president Bar-
bara Dolensek reached out to Mayor de Bla-
sio directly. 

Dolensek called in to de Blasio during an 
‘Ask the Mayor’ segment of Brian Lehrer’s 
radio program on WNYC on Thursday, June 
16. 

Since June, the CICA has been in touch 
with the Mayor’s Community Affairs Unit, 
said Dolensek. 

In response to a description of the noise 
from the facility penetrating homes nearby 
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., the mayor said that it 
was the fi rst time he had heard about sound 
problems from the community surrounding 
Rodman’s Neck. 

“This will cause me to discuss this at 

high levels to see what has been promised 
and what we need to do to achieve it,” said 
the mayor.

Dolensek said that the mayor’s offi ce 
has been receiving letters about the noise 
at Rodman’s Neck, and could have been un-
aware of sound issues. 

Plans for noise abatement are part of 
proposals for a complete renovation of Rod-
man’s Neck, said Councilman James Vacca. 

The fi rst promise of sound attenuation at 
Rodman’s Neck goes back years. 

A memorandum of understanding be-
tween then- Mayor David Dinkins and then-
Assembly Speaker Saul Weprin, drawn up 
when the parkland was being alienated in 
1993, had promised that sound abatement be 
studied at the range. According to sources, 
it is a feature of many ranges. 

More recently, a complete overhaul of the 
NYPD Rodman’s Neck facility that would 
have included sound attenuation looked like 
it would be included in the Fiscal Year 2017 
budget, but now looks as if it will be pushed 
back another year, according to reports in 
the Bronx Times. 

Vacca said that he has spoken to the 

mayor’s staff about Rodman’s Neck’s noise 
issues, and has brought up the issue during 
public hearings on the budget at the Public 
Safety Committee.  

Vacca believes that the facility needs to 
be modernized in order to better service the 
police offi cers that train there. 

“I think that this facility has been ne-
glected for far too long,” said Vacca, adding, 
citing years of “infrastructure procrastina-
tion.” 

A spokesman for the mayor’s offi ce stated 
there hasn’t been a cut to any project related 
to noise abatement at Rodman’s Neck. 

“There is currently a Capital Project 
Scope Development study underway to eval-
uate the gun range scope and costs, which 
includes sound mitigation,” she said. 

John Doyle, CICA board member, ex-
pressed frustration on the overall lack of 
progress on the project since the fi rst men-
tion of noise abatement in 1993 and the 
pledges made since. 

“We have been through three mayors, 
and six police commissioners and two city 
council people, and nothing has changed (in 
terms of sound baffl ing), said Doyle.  

Mayor pleads ignorance 
on Rodman’s Neck noise

The City Island community, which has long ad-
vocated for sound abatement at the NYPD fi ring 
range at Rodman’s Neck, reached out to Mayor 
de Blasio on the issue during a call-in radio show.
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An organization dedicated to providing ser-

vices to the blind will host its annual fundraiser 
event.

On Wednesday, August 3rd, the VISIONS 
Bronx Advisory Board will host its fifth annual 
‘Mix It Up’ Celebrity Fundraiser at Tosca Rooftop, 
4034 East Tremont Avenue between 6 and 9 p.m., 
where some of the organization’s board members 
will act as celebrity bartenders to rase money for 
the worthy cause.

The event will look to raise funds for blind and 
visually impaired individuals who don’t have the 
family members, friends or the services to assist 
or support them with their living situations.

The celebrity bartenders at the fundraiser 
will include John Bonizio from Metro Optics 
Eyewear, Gianna Dell’Olio from BronxWorks, 
Laura Guerriero from the Bronx Times-Re-
porter, Donna Karlson from the New York In-
stitute of Special Education, Joe Kelleher from 
Simone Development and the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce and Andrew Squitieri from Sanita-
tion Salvage.

“I’ve been a big supporter of VISIONS for 
many years - and I hope more and more people 
continue to contribute to this wonderful organi-
zation,” said Bonizio, who was on the VISIONS 
Advisory Board for eight years. “VISIONS is a 
great organization that gives blind and visually 
impaired individuals the tools and skills they 
need to live an independent life - and I’m very 
proud to be a part of an fundraiser that contrib-

utes to such a great cause.”
“I’m very excited to be a part of this fund-

raiser - one that will help individuals who are 
truly in need,” said Kelleher. “Simone Develop-

ment, along with the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce, has always been a big supporter of VI-
SIONS. 

The event was started in 2012 by Fordham 
Road BID deputy director Daniel Bernstein.

“This is a very successful event and it has 
received a lot of support since it began,” said 
Bernstein, who has been the emcee of the fund-
raiser since the event’s inception and has held 
fundraisers for the Multiple Sclerosis Society 
and the Haldane School Foundation in the past. 

“This event not only raises money for the or-
ganization, but it also raises awareness among 
people who don’t know about the great job that 
VISIONS has done and will continue to do for 
blind and visually impaired individuals.”

Bernstein also said that each fundraiser has 
generated between $4,500 and $6,000 in the past. 
Out of every dollar donated to the organization, 
VISIONS allocates 88 cents to blind and visually 
impaired individuals who are in need of assis-
tance and services.

Each year, VISIONS provides programs and 
services to over 6,000 individuals in New York 
City and 600 Bronx residents.

In previous years, the VISIONS ‘Mix It Up’ 
fundraiser was held at F&J Pine Restaurant and 
Brewski’s Bar & Grill.

Tickets are $30 pre-paid and $35 at the door. For 
more information about the event, visit: www.
visionsvcb.org/events/bronxbartender2016 or 
contact Tara Dellavecchia at (212) 625-1616 ext. 
135 or email tdellavecchia@visionsvcb.org
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Bonizio (l) and Bernstein emceed last year’s event. File photo

VISIONS to host annual ‘Mix It Up’ Fundraiser

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Truman High School 

students recently learned a 
plan they suggested is about 
to be realized. 

A Friday discount pro-
gram for borough students 
at several Mall at Bay Plaza 
retailers was started af-
ter students from Truman 
voiced their concerns about 
the affordability of the shop-
ping center to Councilman 
Andy King.

King reached out to the 
mall operator, Prestige 
Properties and Develop-
ment, and received a swift 
response that resulted in 
the creation of a student pro-
motional program. 

The Discount Fridays 
promotion was put into mo-
tion by a Truman speech 
and communication class 
that is part of a dual enroll-
ment program with Monroe 
College.

King was asked about the 
mall on the BronxNet tele-
vision program BronxTalk, 
hosted by their teacher Gary 
Axelbank, who works at the 
college. 

“One of the issues that 

came up (when we were pre-
paring questions) was that 
they wanted to talk about 
Bay Plaza,” said Axelbank. 

During the show, Axel-
bank and the students took 
a call from King announcing 
that as a result of their activ-
ism, student discounts were 
being initiated at the mall on 
Fridays. 

“They were extremely 
happy by the fact that their 
voices were heard, they were 
respected and (that) an ac-
tion was done by the people 
responsible for making it hap-
pen,” said King. 

Any borough student who 
shows their school identifi ca-
tion at participating stores is 
eligible for the discounts of-

fered by each individual re-
tailer, said King.

Fridays were chosen be-
cause students participating 
in the NYC Summer Youth 
Employment Program have 
that day off, explained King. 

The councilman believes 
that the students got a real 
life lesson on the power of 
advocacy. 

“For these young people, 
their voices and the conver-
sation made a difference, 
and it did not take that long,” 
said the councilman, adding 
“If they are willing to com-
mit to a conversation and an 
action, things can change.”

The councilman said that 
the students wish to expand 
the program. 

After King presented 
the idea, Prestige Proper-
ties reached out to retailers, 
said company spokeswoman 
Maranda Askar, director of 
mall management and mar-
keting.

“We thought it was a great 
idea, so we in turn reached 
out the all our stores in the 
mall and asked them to par-
ticipate in this worthwhile 
program,” said Askar. “Not 
all of the stores are partici-
pating, but as the program 
progresses, we hope that 
more will join in.”  

Students can go to guest 
services in the Mall at Bay 
Plaza to get updates on 
which stores are participat-
ing. 

The following retailers 
at the Mall at Bay Plaza are 
currently participating: Fro-
zen Peaks, Sbarro, House of 
Samsonite, Specs New York, 
Sprint, Cohen’s Fashion Opti-
cal, Michael Kors, Joe’s Crab 
Shack, Candyland, Piercing 
Pagoda, Vistasite Eye Care, 
Nathan’s, Gap, VIP Bodies, 
Famous Footwear, Monsoon 
Accessorize, U.S. Polo Asso-
ciation and Clarks. 

Youth discount program launched at Bay Plaza

Councilman Andy King stands BronxTalk host Gary Axelbank, students from local schools and mall personnel to announce the start of the 
new discount programs for students called ‘Discount Fridays.’ Photo couresy of Councilman Andy King
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We are Looking for Responsible Individuals with Life Experience 
who Enjoy Working with the Elderly & Making a Difference 

in Someone’s Life.

Companions & Homemakers 
Live-In Companions Wanted Throughout Connecticut

For employment opportunities, apply online today at:
www.caregiverjobsct.com

Or for more information, call us at: 888-844-4442
CT DCP HCA 0000101

Start Your Career  

DreamJobsNYC

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

 Bronx Times Reporter is currently seeking a n Advertising Sales Executive to 
sell print and digital advertising New York’s largest collection of family owned 
newspapers, websites and magazines.

In this role, you will sell advertising with an emphasis on    print & digital classified 
advertising and special projects

Base salary plus commission, 401 K, paid vacation and medical

Please send your resume and cover letter  
to: atarley@cnglocal.com  or call 718-260-8340

  Identify client needs, communicate 
the benefits of our audience-based 
marketing solutions as they relate to 
each need and then sell the appropriate 
campaign.
 Negotiate contracts.
  Manage day-to-day activities using a 
CRM system.
  Meet or exceed revenue expectations.

  Sales experience.
  Understanding of digital media 
platforms and be digitally savvy.
  Proficient in sales calling including  
up-selling, appointment setting and 
cold calling.
  Ability to work through objections/
concerns regarding costs, budgets  
and selling strategies.

CNG IS AN EOE

➤HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤HELP WANTED

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤HELP WANTED

➤HELP WANTED ➤HELP WANTED

Gas, Heating &/or 
Plumbing Mechanic

Work available in Bronx, Queens,  
Manhattan and lower Westchester  
County. Must have a valid driver’s 

license. Health benefits & generous  
vacation pay. Plumbing or Electrically  

inclined. WILL TRAIN TO A FULL  
SERVICE COMFORT MECHANIC. 

Send resume to: 
bmscomfort@gmail.com or call

718-220-4400

Office Helper FT
Needed Monday-Friday
8am-5pm or 8an-6pm
Office exp. & computer  
skills helpful. Must have  

GED or better. Bronx  
residence ONLY. 

Email Resume to:
hr@freshandtasty.com

➤SALES
HELP WANTED

➤HELP WANTED

➤MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

CERTIFIED HHA’s & PCA’s
(New York State Certified)

EXCELLENT PAY
Pension, Sick & Holiday pay

Comprehensive Health Insurance
$11 HOUR!!

Work available in
BROOKLYN, QUEENS,

MANHATTAN & THE BRONX
ALL HOURS 

& SHIFTS AVAILABLE!!
Must have necessary

documents & proof of legal
residency or citizenship.

APPLY IN PERSON
Monday thru Thursday 9-5

HELPING HANDS
ATTENDANT SERVICES
4107-13th Ave. Brooklyn NY

For more info call  
718-435-8191

➤HELP WANTED

➤MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤HELP WANTED

➤SECURITY 
HELP WANTED

➤SECURITY 
HELP WANTED

SECURITY OFFICERS/ 
FIRE GUARDS

NEEDED IMMEDIATELY!!!!!
Security Officers & Fire Guards

Must Have Valid S/O License/ Fire Guard
Pay Rate $11/ Shifts Vary 

High School Diploma/ GED 
Health Benefits and 401K 

WALK-INS WELCOME:
US SECURITY ASSOCIATES 

1560 BROADWAY, SUITE 1209
NEW YORK, NY 10036

Call 212-391-6957

� EMPLOYMENT To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-2555
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the rezoning it was required to hold 
the public meeting for the vote to be 
official.

The ULURP is requesting a C2-2 
overlay in the current R4 and R4A 
area.

This will permit commercial uses 
on this stretch of Morris Park.

The overlay, if approved, would ap-
ply to all Williamsbridge Road prop-
erties from Van Nest Avenue to Pierce 
Avenue on both sides of the street.

The rezoning request wll now go to 
City Planning, New York City Coun-
cil and the mayor’s office for final ap-
proval.
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Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

from Page 1

CB 11 approves commercial rezoning

Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapers

The law offi ces of Klein, Calderoni & Santucci has 
applied for a commercial rezoning of Williams-
bridge Road from Van Nest to Pierce avenues.

Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Within the last few weeks 

America has mourned the death of 
citizens and police offi cers across 
the country.

The killing of Alton Ster-
ling, Philando Castile followed 
by the killing of police offi cers 
Lorne Ahrens, Michael Krol, Mi-
chael J. Smith, Brent Thompson 
and Patrick Zamarripa caused 
many Americans to call for peace 
throughout the nation.

Since these events have oc-
curred many feel there has been 
a heightened tension between the 
African American community 
and police offi cers.

Throughout the Bronx, vari-
ous communities held vigils for 
the lives that were lost and like 
many of their fellow Americans -- 
pleaded for peace.

Mariam Sanchez, a bronx resi-
dent for 28 years and the organizer 
of the Wednesday, July 13 vigil at 
PSA 8, acknowledged there is fear 
on both sides.

However, she said children in 
the community need to understand 
in “times of danger police are the 
safest people in the world to go to.”

She also acknowledged the 
job of a police offi cer is hard and 
it may help civilians if they were 

able to experience what it is like to 
be a police offi cer.

Rev. Raymond Serrano of Life 
Together Fellowship also spoke at 
the vigil.

He acknowledged that racism 
has always existed in this coun-
try and that the nation has come 
along way.

However, he acknowledged the 
country can “only get better” in 
race relations.

Experts believe community 
policing is one way in which rela-
tions between offi cers and the res-
idents they serve could get better.

On Saturday, July 16 and Sun-
day, July 17, Senator Jeff Klein held 
the annual basketball game in the 
Throggs Neck Houses in which 
NYPD offi cers played against 
members of the community.

“We must continue to work 
together to strengthen police-
community relations from the 
ground up and foster a greater 
understanding between local resi-
dents and those sworn to protect 
them.  Over the weekend, I hosted 
my annual Throggs Neck Houses 
Basketball Tournament, which 
brought together members of the 
community and law enforcement 
agencies.  Events like these help 
bridge the gap and send a posi-

tive message to our future genera-
tions,” said Klein.

On Friday, July 15, the mem-
bers of the 40th Precinct also 
participated in the fi rst annual 
Jessica White Safer Community 
Basketball Tournament.

Antonio Hendrickson, founder 
of Lead By Example Reverse The 
Trend, created the tournament 

to remember Jessica White, a 
mother of three, who lost her life 
to gun violence.

At a scrimmage before the tour-
nament, Hendrickson told teens in 
attendance that a few bad offi cers 
does not represent every member 
of law enforcement. 

He also told them that, despite 
any anger they may have against 

police, they should not act irratio-
nally or with violence.

Serrano said he mentors some 
police offi cers and always tell 
them, “Treat others as you would 
want to be treated.”

The reverend said things must 
change and people must come to-
gether. If not, “innocent people are 
going to suffer.”

Vigils held for lives lost in Dallas, Louisiana, Minnesota

Tony Signorile (c), Morris Park Community Association president, spoke at the vigil with captain Keith Walton, 49th Precinct 
commanding offi cer and Bronx Borough chief Larry Nikunen offering their support. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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