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Passes rigorous trauma care evaluation

FAITH BURNS BRIGHT

JACOBI ER IN
GREAT SHAPE

Board 11 approves commercial rezoning request

Continued on Page 53

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Jacobi Medical Center be-

came the fi rst ‘Level 1 Trauma 
Center’ in the borough under 
a new more stringent certifi -
cation program.

Jacobi reached the top des-
ignation for the treatment of 
trauma and was the fi rst bor-
ough hospital to complete the 
certifi cation process, accord-
ing to Jacobi offi cials. 

The process for state certi-
fi cation now requires a visit 
by the American College of 
Surgeons, who certify medi-
cal institutions ‘Level 1’ - the 
top tier designation - or ‘Level 
2’ facilities. 

The ACS Committee on 
Trauma review replaces an 
older system in which the 
NYS Department of Health it-
self would visit the hospitals 
and apply locally developed 
standards, according to Ja-
cobi personnel. 

ACS added a much more 
rigorous set of national stan-
dards developed by lead-
ing medical practitioners in 

the fi eld of trauma, they ex-
plained. 

The ACS review encom-
passed all aspects of how the 
medical center deals with ev-
erything from bus crash inju-
ries to bullet wounds, accord-
ing to a hospital spokesman. 

Dr. John McNelis, chair-
man of surgery, said that the 
evaluation was done over two 
days in March and that Ja-
cobi was notifi ed recently of 
the results. 

“For the hospital, it is a big 
deal,” said McNelis, adding 
“Jacobi is a hospital that is 
committed on a multiple levels 
to the care of the trauma pa-
tient; there is an institutional 
commitment of resources and 
of thought to the prioritiza-
tion of these patients.” 

Key strengths of Jacobi 
Medical Center is the rapidity 
at which they access trauma 
patients’ needs and the ability 
to mobilize the necessary re-
sources to care for them, said 
McNelis. 

According to a spokesman, 

among the aspects of that the 
ACS chose to highlight as Ja-
cobi’s strengths are neuro-
surgery, quick care for frac-
tures in the operating room, 
24/7 radiology service, as 
well as impressive programs 
and research on gun violence, 
including the hospital’s Stand 
Up To Violence program, 
which was the fi rst such pro-
gram to be based at a medical 
facility. 

Dr. Sheldon Teperman, 
trauma medical director, said 
that the results are a verifi ca-
tion that Jacobi’s trauma ser-
vices are second to none for 
residents of the borough and 
also for lower Westchester. 

“There was a time when 
the state rules were not only 
less rigorous, they weren’t 
carefully policed,” said Te-
perman. “We always main-
tained higher standards than 
required, so when these re-
ally high standards came in, 
we were in excellent shape.” 

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Community Board 11 held 

a public hearing on Monday, 
July 18 concerning a Uni-
form Land Use Review Pro-
cedure for the Klein Calde-
roni & Santucci law offices at 
1614 Williamsbridge Road.

The law office’s illegal 
use of a residentially zoned 
property has been the sub-

ject of several articles in the 
NY Post.

The law office’s present 
zoning is legally non-con-
forming and the ULURP is 
the first step in the process 
to rezone the property.

The board’s Land Use 
Committee voted on June 16 
- with four “yes” votes and 
two “no votes” - to send a let-

ter of ‘no objection’ to the 
NYC Planning Department 
concerning the property.

Even though the board 
had voted a month ago to 
approve the rezoning it was 
required to hold the public 
meeting for the vote to be of-
ficial.

Continued on Page 53

In light of the recent violence gripping the nation, Police Service 
Area 8 Community Council hosted a candlelight vigil in memo-
riam for the fi ve slain Dallas police offi cers on Wednesday, July 
13 at the Throggs Neck Houses. Candles were lit to remember 
fallen offi cers Lorne Ahrens, Michael Krol, Michael J. Smith, Brent 
Thompson and Patrick Zamarripa who were murdered following 
a peaceful Black Lives Matter-led protest on Thursday, July 7.                               
            Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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BRONX
2425 Eastchester Road

Bronx, NY  10469
Phone: 718-405-7500

MANHATTAN
1123 Park Avenue at 90th Street

New York, NY  10028
Phone: 718-405-7500

LOCATIONS

At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating
them as special individuals. Our practice puts patients first,
providing a positive experience through personalized care to make 
each consultation and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as
possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard of
excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx Plastic Surgery
provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic 
procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest 
standards and surgical techniques as they believe that the best 
plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and 
experience. We know that you have placed a great deal of confidence 
in us to provide a positive surgical experience and the outcome you 
desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, 
and expectation and motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure 
before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 
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Da Franco 
& Tony

Ristorante
SUMMER SPECIAL MENU

ANTIPASTO (Appetizer)
(Please choose one)

Vongole Oreganata
Little Neck Clams Baked 

with Herbed Bread Crumbs.

Trecolore Salad
Arugula, Endive, Radicchio, 

Ricotta Salata Cheese Lemon Dressing.

Gamberi Cocktail
Jumbo Shrimp served with Cocktail sauce.

Polipo Alla Grilla
Grilled Octopus with Arugula, 

potatoes and onions.

$3999
(Plus tax, and gratuity)

SECONDO (Main Course)
(Please choose one)

Linguine Frutta Di Mari con Aragosta
Linguini with Lobster, Calamari, Clams, 
Mussels with Basil & Light Tomato sauce.

Garganelli Alla Norma
Hand Rolled Pasta with Eggplant, Tomato, 

Basil Pesto & Fior Latte Mozzarella.

Pollo Rolatini
Breast of Chicken stuffed with spinach and mozzarella 

cheese in a light white wine sauce.

Bisteca Alla Grilla
Skirt steak grilled and sliced served over broccoli rabe 

sautéed in garlic and olive oil.

Dover Sole
Whole fi sh oven roasted with lemon and white wine sauce.

Including 
a glass 

of house wine 
or

sangria.

SUMMER SPECIAL MENU

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Four Bronx schools will be 

replacing a signifi cant portion 
of its staffs for the upcoming 
school year as part of a major 
overhaul.

According to the NYC De-
partment of Education, the  
‘out of time’ schools will re-
tain only a percentage  of its 
teaching and non-teaching  
staff for the 2016-17 school 
year.

The failing schools, Leh-
man High School, Junior High 
School 80, Banana Kelly High 
School and Fordham Lead-
ership Academy, were each 
targeted for improvement 
through the School Renewal 
Program.

Lehman High School, will 
has the largest number of non-
returning staff, with 32 of 87 
positions not being invited 
back. 

Junior High School 80 will 
retain just 26 of its 42  posi-
tions. 

In total, the schools will re-
place 193 positions.

The non-retained staff will 
be eligible to apply to other 
public schools in the city. 

Some teachers will be re-

Four Bronx failing schools to replace staff 

assigned to other schools 
through a centrally funded 
excessed teacher program at 
the start of next school year in 
September. 

“I don’t know if (Lehman 
High School) can afford to lose 
that many staff members,” 
said Martin Prince, chairman 
of Community Board 10, who 
said that he had not been in-
formed of these changes. “This 
is concerning - especially con-
sidering the fact that the new 
school year is just around the 

corner.”
Some parents are con-

cerned with the possibility of 
staff shortages at the begin-
ning of the next school term, 
but Councilman Rafael, a 
member of the City Council’s 
Education Committee and for-
mer district manager of Com-
munity Board 2, said that his 
offi ce has been in contact with 
the DOE on this issue. 

He said that he does not be-
lieve the schools will be under-
staffed, to his knowledge.

“The DOE allows for prin-
cipals to make their own hir-
ing decisions and funding for 
hiring is based on enrollment, 
so it is possible that all posi-
tions are not refi lled, or al-
ternatively, that a school may 
add new positions,” said Sala-
manca. 

“I am focused on ensuring 
that all of our schools have the 
tools needed to be successful, 
and that includes keeping a 
fi nger on the pulse of the indi-
vidual schools in my district 

and their specifi c needs - and 
Banana Kelly High School is 
no exception,” the councilman 
said.

“There is no doubt that we 
need to retain good teachers, 
because that is what is most 
benefi cial for our kids and 
their ability to learn,” Sala-
manca added.

“As we work tirelessly to 
turn these schools around and 
serve the students, we must 
have the right leaders, the 
right teachers and the right 
school staff in place,” said 
Carmen Farina, NYC Schools 
Chancellor. 

“We are working closely 
with each of these schools 
around their hiring process 
and providing them with un-
precedented supports includ-
ing extended learning time, 
incentives to bring in quali-
fi ed and experienced teacher 
leaders, social services and 
rigorous targeted teacher 
training.

“We will continue to sup-
port these schools while still 
holding them accountable - all 
options are on the table to im-
prove student outcomes,” Fa-
rina added.

Lehman High School, is one of the four Bronx schools which will undergo a major re-staffi ng. File Photo
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ArchCare Care Navigation Center
(855) 951-CARE (2273)

(TTY/TDD: 711)
Our Care Navigators are here to help you from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm, seven days a week.

www.archcare.org

Together, we deliver high quality care.

Terence Cardinal Cooke
Health Care Center

Mary Manning Walsh Home

San Vicente de Paúl Skilled Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center

Carmel Richmond Healthcare
and Rehabilitation Center

Ferncliff Nursing Home

ArchCare Advantage
Medicare Advantage HMO SNP

ArchCare Community Life
Medicaid Managed Long Term Care Plan

ArchCare Senior Life
Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly

Committed to Quality

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on contract renewal. This information is available for free 
in other languages. Please contact our customer service number toll-free at 1-800-373-3177, seven days a week, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. (TTY/TDD: 1-800-662-1220). Esta información está 
disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 am-8:00 pm. This plan 
is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care. Participants may be liable for the cost of unauthorized or out-of-PACE program agreement 
services. You can ask for this information for free in other formats, such as Braille, large print, data CD, audio CD or qualified reader. Puede solicitar esta información de forma gratuita 
en otros formatos, tales como Braille, letra grande, en CD, CD de audio o un lector cualificado. Medicare and New York State evaluate plans based on a 5-star rating system. Star Ratings 
are calculated each year and may change from one year to the next.             
*Not subject to star ratings                                                                                                    H1777_Stars_Approved     H4393_2016StarsAd_CMS Approved

Calvary Hospital
10 Consecutive Years of

Press Ganey Honors*

Dominican Sisters Family
Health Services

Call ArchCare. We’ll answer.
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Meet Dr. Stephanie Hocking. She’s one of the team  
of experienced family medicine physicians you’ll find at  

Montefiore Medical Group Via Verde. Providing convenient  
access to talented practitioners like Dr. Hocking is one of the ways  

we’re working to meet the healthcare needs of the community.

WE’RE HERE TO MEET THE 
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY. 

MONTEFIORE MEDICAL GROUP VIA VERDE

Stephanie Hocking, MD

Discover how Montefiore Medical Group Via Verde can care for you. 
Call 718-484-1247, email MMGViaVerde@montefiore.org  
or visit to schedule an appointment:  
Montefiore Medical Group Via Verde
730 Brook Avenue, Ground Floor
Bronx, NY 10455

BY ROBERT WIRSING
The city’s ‘number one worst land-

lord’ has fi nally met with his tenants.
On Tuesday, July 12, the Parkash 

Tenant Coalition, NYC Public Advo-
cate representatives, Northwest Bronx 
Community and Clergy Coalition, 
New Settlement Apartments’ Com-
munity Action for Safe Apartments 
and the Urban Justice Center’s Com-
munity Development Project met with 
Ved Parkash at Concourse House at 
2751 Grand Concourse to address their 
demands and concerns.

According to a NWBCCC tenant or-
ganizer, over 120 tenants from 15 dif-
ferent Parkash-owned buildings were 
in attendance.

Michael Leonard, Urban Justice 
staff attorney, attended the meeting 
and drafted a ‘Memorandum of Un-
derstanding’ document containing the 
tenants’ demands which Parkash pub-
licly agreed upon.

These demands include creating a 
‘repair request sheet’ in both English 
and Spanish to be approved by the co-
alition, to honor all repair requests, to 
have the super of each building visit 
each apartment and distribute repair 
request forms to tenants who have not 
completed or received one within one 
month and to install complaint boxes 
in every buildings’ lobby ensuring ten-
ants can make repair requests directly 
to the super. 

‘NYC’s worst landlord’ meets with his tenants
Repairs to the underlying condi-

tions such as leaking pipes or mold 
sources, to give 72-hour notice to ten-
ants for non-emergency repairs unless 
a court order requests otherwise, to 
call Parkash’s cellphone to report con-
ditions in need of repairs, to provide a 
written notice in English and Spanish 
to tenants if the super visits the apart-
ment when no one is home, to fi x any 
front entrance doors needing repairs, 
to install new security cameras and 
new lighting in all of the buildings 
within one yea were also included in 
the agreement. 

The coalition will provide Parkash 
with a list of buildings with unkept 
common areas and will post infor-
mation about tenants’ rights in every 
lobby in addition to a notice for the 
right to call 311. 

Parkash agreed to immediately re-
spond to elevator complaints and to en-
sure they function at all times.

The landlord is to direct the porter 
or super from each building to clean 
the elevator before 7 a.m. and use the 
elevator to transport garbage or con-
struction materials only before 7 a.m. 

Parkash agreed that holdover evic-
tions cannot be initiated without the 
tenant being notifi ed by certifi ed 
mail. He also agreed to waive late fees 
when the rent is paid anytime within 
the month it is due, agreed to provide 
tenants with accurate pass due rent 

breakdowns and to cease charging 
fees as rent arrears, agreed to ensure 
accurate records rather than resort 
to court over rent when tenants do not 
owe anything and to have a represen-
tative meet with the coalition to en-
sure tenants’ needs are being properly 
addressed.

The organizer noted Parkash was 
‘very general’ in some of his responses. 
He said all of his buildings would have 
security cameras installed, but did not 
specify as to when or which buildings 
will receive the improvements. 

The NWBCCC tenant organizer 
said the coalition plans to host fol-
low-up meetings to update progress at 
Parkash’s properties.  

On Friday, July 8, a few days before 
the meeting with Parkash, Senator 
Gustavo Rivera and NWBCCC mem-
bers met tenants outside 2454 Tiebout 
Avenue to protest the building’s poor 
living conditions and fi le a lawsuit 
against the jamdlord.

Rajiv Jaswa, Urban Justice Center 

Continued on page 25

Tenants from 2454 Tiebout Avenue rallied outside their apartment in response to their land-
lord Ved Parkash’s alleged negligence. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 22-28, 2016 7  BTR

$1 BILLION RECOVERED FOR CLIENTS*

  800-580-0050
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

The Edgewater Park So-
cial Welfare Club will host a 
Penny Sale, including lunch, 
sandwiches, sweets, coffee, 
soft drinks, and door prizes, 
all included in $10 ticket. Chil-
dren under 10 years of age are 
$5.

There will be a 50/50, bas-

kets and raffl es.
The event will be held on 

Saturday, July 23, from 1 to 4 
p.m.

All donations to the Wel-
fare Club support the needy.

For further information 
and to purchase tickets call 
(718) 772-7673.

Edgewater Penny Sale

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, or e-mail Bronx-
times@aol.com. Please include 
a phone number or a way to con-
tact you in case of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town! 
Congratulations Graduate 

Congratulations to Chris-

tina Elizabeth Rizopoulos 

on her graduation from Man-
hattan College. Christina re-
ceived a number of scholastic 
honors and graduated Summa 
Cum Laude with a degree in 
Childhood Education. She 
looks forward to teaching in 
the fall. 

Her entire family -- includ-
ing her father Bill Rizopou-

los, who owns PelBay Realty 
and Pel-Parkway Realty and 
her mother Dr. Lisa Rizo-

poulos, a professor at Manhat-
tan College -- along with her 
brother Perry and both her 
grandmothers are very proud 

of her. We wish her luck and 
success in all of her future en-
deavors.

Irish-American 

Leader Remembered 

Mary Holt Moore, 88, a 
prominent leader in the Irish-
American community, passed 
away on Wednesday, July 13, 
according to the Ancient Order 
of Hibernian.

Mary was the mother Der-

mot Moore, NYS AOH board 
district 8 director and mother-
in-law to Joan Moore, mem-
ber of Rockland Ladies AOH. 

She was raised in the Bronx, 
one of fi ve children born to  
Charles and Ann O’Rourke 
Holt. She is a former resident 
of Van Nest and Woodlawn. 

She was a member of the 
Chippewa Democratic Club, an 
aide to Senator Guy Velella and 
a former candidate for state 
senate. 

She graduated from Hunter 
College, where she founded the 
Hunter College Gaelic Society, 
and also received an Masters 
of Science degree from the Col-
lege of New Rochelle. 

Mary worked as a spe-
cial education teacher in the 
Bronx for decades and raised 
eight children with her hus-
band, Thomas Moore, a retired 
FDNY chief who died in 2012.

She served as president of 
the Bronx Gaelic League and 
was inducted into the North 
American Feis Commission’s 
Irish Cultural Hall of Fame.

An expert in Irish history, 
literature and music, Mary 
was a fi erce advocate of Irish 
culture and taught Gaelic. She 
was also an instructor of tradi-
tional céilí dancing.

(Right) Mary Holt Moore (c) with 
her son Dermot Moore and daugh-
ter-in-law Joan Moore.  
          Photo courtesy of AOH
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For more information on 
joining our team please stop 
by our Bronx Office or 
contact Deborah DiMiceli,  
718.513.3773

www.randrealty.com

Our New Bronx Office

©2016 Independently owned and operated by the Rand Family.

I’M BETTER

MICHELLE POSEY | REALTOR®

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate

3432-06 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465  |  718.513.3773
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The Law Offices of 
Welton K. Wisham, ESQ., CPA

Attorney, Counselor at Law & Certified Public Accountant

42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036-7414

Professional Tax Preparation By CPA/ Attorney

IRS Tax Representation/ Audit

JULY 
Saturday, July 9th 

MOVIE NIGHT
“MINIONS”

Saturday,  
July 23rd  

STOP  
‘N SWAP 

AND 

CARNIVAL 
12-3pm

AUGUST 
Saturday, August 13th 

SALSA FEST  
3-6pm

Tuesday, August 16th 
CELEBRATE  

ELVIS ANNIVERSARY   
7-9pm

Saturday, August 27th 
BACK TO SCHOOL   

2-5pm

SEPTEMBER 
Saturday, Sept. 10th 

MOVIE NIGHT 
“ZOOTOPIA”

 

OCTOBER 
Friday, October 7th 

MOVIE NIGHT 
“HOTEL  

TRANSYLVANIA 2”

Monday, October 31st

HALLOWEEN  
@ THE SQUARE 

5-8pm
 

NOVEMBER
Saturday, Nov. 26th 
SMALL BUSINESS  

SATURDAY 
12-4pm

Thursday, Nov. 24th 
COMMUNITY 

THANKSGIVING 
DINNER

Owen Dolen  
Recreation Center

DECEMBER
Friday, December 9th

HOLIDAYS  
@ THE SQUARE   

5-8pm

The Westchester Square BID takes pictures at all events; by your presence at these events,  
you consent the use of photographs of you in promotional materials for the Westchester Square BID.

E V E N T  S E R I E S

-5pm

5 8pppm

July 23rd 

STOP
‘N SWAP

AND

CARNIVAL
12-3pm

/WSBID                       @WSBID                     @WESTSQ_BID 

S d

40 Precinct 
Tuesday, June 28 at 4:25 p.m. -- Cops con-

tinue to seek the public’s help in identifying two 
people wanted in connection with a robbery. The 
suspects approached their victim inside of the a 
subway station at East 143rd Street and South-
ern Boulevard. When he attempted to run, the sus-
pects accosted him on a stairway and punched 
him. One of the perpetrators had a gun. Both per-
petrators are men with dreadlocks. The robbers 
got away with the victim’s book bag, $500 and a 
Samsung cell phone. 

41 Precinct 
Saturday, July 9 at 7:30 p.m -- A robbery 

occurred in a building near Lafayette Avenue and 
Faile Street. The suspect followed a 66-year-old 
man into an elevator and demanded his proper-
ty. The victim did not understand what the sus-
pect told him because he is not an native English-
speaker. When the elevator arrived on his floor, the 
victim walked off with the suspect in close pursuit 
behind him. The perpetrator snatched his chain off 
his neck and took his wallet, but the victim man-
aged to wrestle back the wallet. In the midst of the 
scuffle, the suspect stole the victim’s watch and 
then fled.  Cops are looking for a suspect described 
as an Hispanic man, 17-years-old to 23-years-old, 
of average height and weighing about 160 pounds. 

He was last seen wearing gray sweatpants and a 
gray hooded sweater. 

44 Precinct
Tuesday, July 13 at 9:59 p.m. -- Police re-

sponded to a 911 call of a hit pedestrian at Jerome 
Avenue and Macombs Dam Road. When they ar-
rived on the scene, they found a 35-year-old man 
who had been hit by a car. He had trauma to his 
body and head. The man was taken to Lincoln 
Hospital where he was pronounced dead. A pre-
liminary investigation indicates that the pedestrian 
was lying in the street when he was struck by a 
vehicle. The incident is a ‘hit and run’ because the 
vehicle left the scene of the accident. 

46 Precinct
Thursday June 28 at 4:55 p.m. --  A rob-

bery of a chain was perpetrated by a suspect who 
fled on foot -- and then was chased himself. The 
victim, a 47-year-old man, was walking at East 
Burnside Avenue and Jerome Avenue, when an 
unknown man followed him and snatched a chain 
off his neck. 

The victim then chased the perpetrator, 
eventually winding up inside 2066 Morris Avenue 
where he confronted the robber and maced and 
assaulted the robber before fleeing with his prop-
erty. The victim was treated at the location by 
EMS for minor injuries to his left hand. 
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1610 Crosby Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461

718-684-4447

Forever Young 

Maggie and Diana Are Proud To 
Announce The Grand Opening Of Their 
Brand New Modern Salon
Forever Young Beauty Salon

Maggie and Diana Formerly of Lily’s Salon

Specializing In 
Haircuts, Styles, Colors, 
Highlights, Up-Do’s
Walk-ins Welcome
Women, Men, Boys and Girls
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Display Advertising Rates & Deadlines: A copy 
of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising Rates 
is available on request. Display deadline is the 
Friday prior to publication. Camera ready copy 
deadline is the Monday preceding publication.
Classifi ed Deadlines: To place a Classifi ed Ad call 
(718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
Legal Notice Deadlines: For Legal Advertis-
ing call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@
cnglocal.com. Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior 
to publication.
Letters To The Editor: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address 
must be included, but will be withheld upon 
request. Letters should be as brief as possible, 
not exceeding 200 words.
News Items: Readers are welcome to suggest 
news items of interest. Call the Editorial Depart-
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Speed traffic
for islanders

One hour
traffic jam

Dear editor,
The city should allow 

City Island residents to use 
the fire lane when there is 
a traffic jam upon enter-
ing the island during peak 
hours.  All that would be re-
quired of them is to show the 
police officers their driver’s 
license with a locak address.  
Too often, after a hard day’s 
work, they are at the back of 
a long line, with family wait-
ing, dinner getting cold and 
personal needs and obliga-
tions unattended.

Marion Franchini

Dear editor,
The article about City Is-

land traffic could not have 
come at a better time. On 
Sunday, July 17 it took me 
one hour to get onto the is-
land.

There was only one traf-
fic agent working and the 
45th Precinct  was MIA. Cars 

OPED: by Leo Asen A fight for family caregivers
Recently I went to the U.S. 

Capitol to fi ght for family 
caregivers from the Bronx 
and across New York who care 
for parents, spouses, children 
with disabilities and other 
loved ones to help them live 
independently in their homes 
and communities.

I had the opportunity to sit 
down with Senator Charles 
Schumer and an aide to U.S. 
Representative Eliot Engel to 
discuss family caregivers and 
the challenges they face.

Our population is aging, 
and the invaluable service 
family caregivers provide will 
only become more critical. 
The Bronx alone will see an 
incredible 45 percent increase 
in its senior population over 
the next two decades. We must 
support those who take care 
of our seniors: family caregiv-
ers.

They take on huge and po-
tentially overwhelming re-
sponsibilities that can be 
stressful and exhausting. 
They can be on call 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, with 

no relief. They help with bath-
ing and dressing, they pre-
pare meals, take loved ones to 
appointments, manage medi-
cations and more. Many jug-
gle full- or part-time jobs and 
some are still raising their 
families on top of their family 
caregiving responsibilities.

As these family caregivers 
face physical, emotional and 
fi nancial challenges, we can 
take some commonsense leg-
islative steps that would help 
make their lives a little bit 
easier.

AARP’s state director, Beth 
Finkel, and I thanked Senator 
Schumer for helping pass the 
bipartisan Recognize, Assist, 
Include, Support and Engage 
(RAISE) Family Caregivers 
Act (H.R. 3099), which would 
create a national strategy to 
recognize and support family 
caregivers, in the Senate last 
year.

We’re also thrilled that 
since our visit, Senator 
Schumer has signed on as a 
co-sponsor of the bipartisan 
Credit for Caring Act, which 

would create a federal tax 
credit of up to $3,000 for family 
caregivers who provide fi nan-
cial assistance to their loved 
ones while also working.

We urged that Represen-
tative Engel co-sponsor both 
these important bills as well.

And we asked that both 
lawmakers join the biparti-
san, bicameral Assisting Care-
givers Today (ACT) Caucus to 
bring greater attention to fam-
ily caregivers who help peo-
ple live independently, inform 
Congress on these issues and 
engage them on a bipartisan 
basis to help create solutions.

At a time when this nation 
is so polarized, family caregiv-
ing is a rare issue that unites 
us. It isn’t a Democratic issue 
or a Republican issue. It’s a 
family issue that affects us all. 
If you’re not a caregiver now, 
you will be one or will need 
one in the future.

In New York State alone, 
family caregivers spend about 
2.4 billion hours providing an 
estimated $31.3 billion in un-
paid care annually. Nation-

ally, family caregivers pro-
vide about $470 billion worth 
of unpaid care. That’s on par 
with annual sales by the four 
largest U.S. tech companies 
combined (Apple, Hewlett 
Packard, IBM, and Microsoft - 
$469 billion in 2013-2014). And 
it’s more than total Medicaid 
spending in 2013 ($449 bil-
lion). 

Unpaid care provided by 
family caregivers helps elimi-
nate or delay the need for more 
expensive nursing home care 
and unnecessary hospitaliza-
tions, saving taxpayer money.

Family caregivers provide 
critical support to help older 
Americans and people with 
disabilities live at home. They 
need our help.

For AARP, supporting fam-
ily caregivers is a top priority. 
We urge Senator Schumer and 
Representative Engel to take 
additional action to help our 
greatest support system: fam-
ily caregivers.

(Leo Asen of New York City 
is the volunteer State President 
of AARP in New York)

In memory of
Chris Morello

Dear editor,
I am writing this piece 

to pay proper tribute to a 
young man who was taken 
from us far too soon. Our 
lives forever changed on 
July 2, 2016. Our sweet son, 
brother, cousin, and friend 
was now gone. Chris lived 21 
short years. 

He will not be defined by 
his last day. Chris Morello 
was born on September 16, 
1994 to Dawn Morello and 
Gary Behler. Growing up, 
Chris loved sports and had 
many friends. He was one of 
the most adorable kids I have 
ever seen. Anyone who truly 
knew this boy knows how 
loving, kind and compas-
sionate he was. I heard many 
stories of him helping the el-
derly women in his building, 
and I can say first-hand how 
helpful he was to his own 
mom and myself when he 
spent time with us. 

Chris loved his family so 
much, mom, dad, grandma, 
brothers Gary, Kenny, Ryan, 
his princess Lala, and his 
cousins, so many to name, 

but his closest by far Nico-
lette and Anthony. 

In regard to last week’s ar-
ticle which Chris was a main 
focus. He did not pass away 
in the park as was reported. 
I will not go into any detail; 
this is not what this is about. 
This is about not defining 
Chris by his last day. 

To be fair, the young man 
who was interviewed did not 
have any ties to Chris. Gary, 
his own brother, has no idea 
who Andrew Melillo is; nei-
ther does anyone close to 
Chris or the family. Some-
one who went to elementary 
school with Chris has no 
idea of what was going on 
presently. 

To say there was no pa-
rental guidance in a time 
like this is not only harsh 
but untrue. Chris’s parents 
did do the right thing by 
him. However, anyone who 
truly knows this family, un-
like Mr. Melillo, knows the 
truth. Chris made such a 
positive impact on anyone 
he knew. 

Another thing about Chris 
is that he loved kids. He was 
so good with my kids, his lit-
tle brothers and sister. They 
really loved him and would 

be overjoyed whenever he 
was around. Chris was also 
a hard worker. He had amaz-
ing work ethic and would al-
ways buy gifts for those he 
loved with whatever money 
he worked for. So many peo-
ple have been affected by the 
loss of Chris. That says a lot 
about his character. He was 
just loving, kind, never had 
any problems with anyone. 
We will all miss him dearly.

Christa Tofty-Behler

stepmom & forever friend

were cutting cars off and go-
ing in the fire lane, because 
they could, since there was 
very limited enforcement. 

So   I appeal to Deputy In-
spector Danielle Raia please 
give us some help.

Madelon Shanahan

MORE LETTERS 
ON PAGE 36
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TOO HOT TO COOK? 
LET BRADYS’ DO IT FOR YOU!

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

Now Delivering 
To The Beach Clubs

COME ON IN AND COOL OFF! IN OUR 
NEWLY RENOVATED

DINING ROOM
PERFECT FOR LARGE 
DINNER PARTIES...

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS 20¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
ANGUS RIB EYE & SHELL STEAKS!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For  

Large Dinner Parties  
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Order Your Wings For Any  
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE  

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

BUY 2 LARGE PIES  
& GET AN ORDER OF WINGS FREE

EAT-IN OR TO GO

ENJOY OR CORONA BUCKETS 5/$20 AND FROZEN DRINK SPECIALS

PIZZA
SPECIAL

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
FRESH CLAMS ON THE 
HALF SHELL, BAKED 

CLAMS, FRESH MUSSELS, 
SHRIMP, SURF AND TURF 

AND MORE

F
FROM THE SEA

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK
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natural born 
musician
�������	�
���	�����
�����	�������	������	�����	�������	�
	������
�����	����	����	���	����	�����������
����	�������	�
��	����������	����	������	����	������	
��������	���	
����	�����������	����	�����
������	
�������������	��	
������	�����	������	���	�
���

� 	�
�	�����	�
����	�	�������	�
��	����������	�����	
!�
�����������!�
����
��	
�	����	"#$%%#!�!#&&&'�

����	(	�
����
�����	(	�
�������
�

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Members of the commu-

nity gathered on Fricay, July 
15 at the 720 Tinton Avenue 
basketball courts for the fi rst 
annual Jessica White Safer 
Community Memorial Bas-
ketball Tournament.

Rev. Antonio Hendrick-
son, founder of the non-profi t 
Lead By Example Reverse the 
Trend, started the tourna-
ment in an effort to remem-
ber Jessica White - a mother 
of three who died at the hands 
of gang violence.

In March, White and 
her family were in the 700 
Westchester Avenue Park 
when a gunman came into 
the park and started fi ring a 
weapon in what was believed 
to a gang-related dispute.

As bullets fl ew, White ran 
over to her three children and 
- as she was shielding them 
from gunfi re -- was fatally hit 
multiple times in her torso.

“We are out here to show 
support to the family of Jes-
sica White, her three children 

Hoops tournament honors
mother lost to gun violence

and her husband.” Hendrick-
son told those in attendance. 
“We want the community to 
know that united we stand 
and divided we fall.”

“We are together now,” 
said the reverend, “ and Jes-
sica White, her life will not be 
in vain.”

Hendrickson said he wants 
to send a message to gang 
members that the area is not 
a place for gang violence.

“Jessica White should not 
have lost her life protecting 
her children inside a park 
and playground,” he added.

Many teens in the commu-
nity participated in the bas-
ketball tournament. In addi-
tion, members of the NYPD’s 
40th Precinct also entered a 
team to play.

Hendrickson said kids 
should know you don’t have 
to do drugs and be violent to 
be cool.

“This right here is cool - 
this right here is what’s up,” 
said Hendrickson. “When you 
can come together and play 

basketball with your neigh-
borhood police offi cers and 
interact in peace and har-
mony that’s what’s up.”

The reverend also thanked 
Offi cer Hector Espada from 
the 40th Precinct and his fel-
low offi cers for attending the 
tournament.

Hendrickson said that de-
spite the current tension be-
tween police departments 
and minority communities 
throughout the country, the 
40th Precinct is an example of 
community partnership.

The reverend said the de-
partment was showing the 
community love and what 
‘dope policing’ is about.

“I’ve been working here for 
a very long time,” said Espada 
who was born and raised in 
Hunts Point. “I love this com-
munity and I am apart of this 
community.”

Espada said he wanted to 
“let the community know that 
the police offi cers love them 
and hopefully we get that love 
back.”

“I just want it to be a good 
neighborhood for both the res-
idents and the police offi cers 
of the community,” he added.

In addition to playing bas-
ketball, tournament partici-
pants also took a pledge, pro-
vided by the Foundation for 
a Drug-Free World, to live a 

drug-free life.
Hendrickson said Lead 

By Example is working to get 
the park named after Jessica 
White.

The non-profi t also do-
nated $900 to her family to 
help them purchase a tomb-
stone.

Reverend Antonio Hendrickson (center) fi nishes a meeting with two 
teams before they play in the Jessica White Safer Communiy Basketball 
Tournamen. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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Monday - Friday  3:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday  9:00am-6:00pm

#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER PERFORMING 
ARTS DAY CAMP AND SUMMER CLASSES
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Why Drive?
For Information Call: 
Classic Coach
631.567.5100
www.classictrans.com
For additional bus information 
call the Mohegan Sun Bus Marketing 
Department at 1.888.770.0140

Daily Service

Suffolk County, Nassau 
County, Queens

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday Service

Additional Service from 
the Bronx

$45
Round Trip
Bus Fare

OUR BUS IS 
YOUR BEST BET.

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE! 
$15 Meal/Retail Coupon

One $10 Bet Coupon & One $15 Free Bet

Buy one bus voucher, get one bus voucher free on Wednesdays*

Check Out Hot Summer Fun 

at Mohegan Sun!

mohegansun.com/HSF

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The future is now for a bill-

board location formerly occu-
pied by  an iconic ad.

iHeartRadio, the owner 
of many NYC radio stations, 
will soon occupy the billboard 
advertisement space atop 20 
Bruckner Boulevard that was 
home to the History Channel 
lettering, the History Channel’s 
‘H’ logo and electronic message 
board for over 15 years before it 
was removed last February.

The 4,000-square foot ad-
vertisement, which will be 
completed by August 1, will be 
nearly impossible to miss from 
parts of Harlem and especially 
while driving northbound from 
Manhattan across the Triboro/
RFK or Willis Avenue bridges, 
which yield great views of the 
south Bronx waterfront.

“This is an iconic billboard 
space in New York City,” said 
an iHeartRadio spokesper-
son. “We are extremely proud 
of iHeartRadio’s strong pres-
ence in NYC and this will be 
a great visual exposure of the 
iHeartRadio brand, given the 
billboard space is visible from 
various locations reaching mil-
lions of people every month.”

iHeartRadio takes History Channel billboard
iHeartRadio would not go 

into detail on the terms of the 
agreement or how many years 
the advertisement would oc-
cupy the space, but did say that 
the deal was a multi-year agree-
ment.

“In just fi ve years, the 
iHeartRadio national brand 
has grown into one of the most-
recognized consumer media 
and entertainment brands in 
America and our iconic New 
York radio stations continue to 
be a huge part of the city’s fab-
ric,” said Bob Pittman, chair-
man and CEO of iHeartMedia, 
Inc. 

“We couldn’t be more ex-
cited to now become part of the 
physical skyline (of NYC and 
the Bronx) and this incredible 
billboard, which reaches mil-
lions of people every month 
with the power of this display, 
embodies our presence here 
and our commitment to our lis-
teners,” he added.

“With this billboard change, 
we are moving towards the fu-
ture and leaving the past,” said 
Lloyd Ultan from the Bronx 
Historical Society, referencing 
the History Channel advertise-
ment that is now history. “In to-

day’s society, people are always 
looking to access services digi-
tally, and if this is a vindication 
that the Bronx is the wave of 
the future, then I’m all for it!”

“I haven’t yet seen the bill-
board - but I hope that some-
thing is incorporated on the ad-
vertisement that displays the 
identity of this borough,” said 
Thomas Casey, president of 
the East Bronx History Forum, 
who added that a slideshow de-
picting areas of interest in the 
Bronx, such as Yankee Sta-
dium, the Bronx Zoo and the 
New York Botanical Garden, 
would be a good idea. “It would 
be nice to have something that 
welcomes people to this bor-
ough”

The building that will sport 
the iHeartRadio billboard, pre-
viously occupied by the History 
Channel, was once the home of 
the Ruppert Ice House, an ice 
manufacturer that operated be-
fore the refrigeration era.

iHeartRadio owns stations 
across the United States, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand,

 It is also available on many 
platforms, including mobile, 
internet, home entertainment 
and automotive devices. 

Many local radio stations 
are part of the  iHeartRadio 
family, including Z100, Power 
105, KTU, Lite FM, Q104.3 and 

WOR, among others.
Clear Channel Outdoor 

could not be reached for com-
ment.

The iHeartRadio billboard advertisement will be completed by August 1. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 22-28, 2016 17  BTR

Duran Auto Inc.

AUTO, 4X4, MOONROOF, LEATHER, 
83,659 MILES, $12,995

2008 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO

AUTO, ALL WHEEL DRIVE,4 CYLINDER, 
95,175 MILES ,$12,995

2008 TOYOTA RAV-4 SPORT

AUTO, 6 CYLINDER, 
84,601 MILES, $8,995

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY LE,

AUTO 4X2, 4 CYLINDER, MOONROOF, 
92,222 MILES , $9,995

2008 MERCURY MARINER

AUTO 4 CYLINDER, 
33,011 MILES, $9,995

2007 HONDA CIVIC LX

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, AUTO 4 CYLINDER, MOON-
ROOF, LEATHER, 96,287 MIKLES, $11,995

2009 NISSAN ROGUE SL

AUTO, 4 CYLINDER,AUTO, MOONROOF, 
LEATHER, 51,189 MILES $13,995

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA LIMITED

PREMIUM PACKAGE S, A/T, SUNROOF, 
LEATHER 35,825 MILES, $16,495

2014 TOYOTA COROLLA

AUTO, 4 CYLINDER, MOONROOF, 
LEATHER. 94,675 MILES $10,995 

2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA LIMITED

CONVERTIBLE, AUTO, 6 CYLINDER, 
LEATHER, 81,974 MILES, $12,495

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY SOLARA SLS

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, MOONROOF, LEATHER, AUTO,4 
CYLINDER TURBO, 58,834 MILES, $15,495.

2008 SUBARU LEGACY GT LIMITED

A/T LEATHER 
5 SPEED. 61,235 MILES, $13,995

2006 FORD MUSTANG GT

 ALL CARS ADVERTISED ARE CERTIFIED
 ALL DURAN CERTIFIED VEHICLES CARRY A 1 YEAR OR 15,000 MILE POWERTRAIN WARRANTY!
 FINANCING IS EASY. IF YOU CAN PROVE YOUR INCOME, YOU WILL BE APPROVED!
 DURAN AUTO IS A CARFAX ADVANTAGE DEALER.
 SERVICE AND INSPECTION SHOP ON PREMISES. 

     OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SAT 9AM-3PM

1280 E. Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10460

$200Off Any Used Car Purchase WithThis Coupon!LIMIT ONE PER CAR
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST SKIN PEEL TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

JULY EXTRAVAGANZA!

BEFORE AFTER

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 
Get ready for 
the Summer!

TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

INTRODUCING OUR NEW SKIN PEEL TREATMENT BY SKIN MEDICA

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new affordable housing develop-

ment will soon rise along Webster Av-
enue.

On Tuesday, July 19, the Doe Fund 
joined funding partners, city and state 
agency representatives and Magnus-
son Architecture and Planning for the 
groundbreaking ceremony of Webster 
Green, an affordable and supportive 
housing project.

The 82-unit development, a $30 mil-
lion project which will be located on 
3100 Webster Avenue, will include 41 
supportive units consisting of a mix of 
studios and one-bedroom units as well 
as 41 affordable units consisting of a 
mix of one and two-bedroom units. 

The targeted tenants are  HIV and 
AIDS victims as well as homeless indi-
viduals and families.

The 76,000 square foot, eight-story 
building will also include on-site social 
services and feature an outdoor recre-
ational area, residence lounges, a com-
munity room and laundry facilities. 

Each unit comes with a storage 
space. 

Groundbreaking held for 
affordable Webster Green

Rents will range from $852 to $1,096 
per month including utilities.

According to a spokesperson for 
the Doe Fund, the development was 
coined ‘Webster Green’ because it’s 
LEED-certifi catied The building is 
resource effi cient by using less water 
and energy, and reduces greenhouse 
gas emissions.

The $30 million was funded by NYS 
Homes and Community Renewal, the 
NYS Offi ce of Temporary and Dis-
ability Assistance, NYS Department 
of Health, Citibank, Raymond James 
Tax Equity Group, the Corporation for 
Supportive Housing, the NYS Energy 
Research and Development Agency, 
among other funding partners and 
government agencies.

“The Doe Fund is proud to join our 
partners from the city, the state and 
the fi nancial sector to make affordable 
housing a reality for New Yorkers in 
need,” said George McDonald, the Doe 
Fund’s founder and president.

Construction of Webster Green is 
expected to be completed in spring 
2018.

The Doe Fund and various heads of city and state agencies gather at the groundbreaking 
ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Rendering of Webster Green. Photo courtesy of Magnusson Architecture and Planning
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New Throggs Neck Shopping Center 

www.wineliquorsuperstore.com

SUPERSTORE

* Cash or debit only on featured items. No mix & match on sale items. We will match printed prices from other NewYork City liquor stores. 

SIGN UP WITH AN EMAIL ADDRESS &

RECIEVE OUR UPDATES & SPECIALSWINE & LIQUOR

Find us on facebook.com/wineliquorsuperstore @wineliquorsuperstore

Kim Crawford
Sauv Blanc
$15

Svedka
Regular Price
$
Red White Boom over ice
1 3/4 parts SVEDKA Vodka
3/4 part lemonade
1 part cranberry juice
squeeze lime & granish with 
blueberries & strawberry

Korbel Brut 
Regular Price
$

Cash or Debit
7 ounces of extra dry or brut 
champagne
1/2 ounce Grand Marnier 750ml 
$36.65ea
1/2 ounce pomegranate juice
Fresh blueberries

Malibu Rum
Regular Price
$31
1 1/2oz. Malibu Rum
1 oz Llords Blue Curacao 
$5.99ea
3.5 oz Pineapple Juice
Lime wedge for garnish

Pyrat Rum

$

Moet Rose
Brut

$58

Smirnoff
Vodka

Jack 
Daniels

$

$

Bacardi 

$

Hennessy

$

Ketel
One

$

Johnnie 
Walker 
Black

$

750ml1.75ml

Blanco
$

Patron 
Silver 

$

$

3 or more

$13
each

Fruity and Refreshing. 
Pairs with fresh oysters, 
asparagus, lobster, or 
summer salads.

Blanc 
$ .

Memoires
Rose 
$11

Bogle Pinot
Noir
$11

Castelio 
Pinot Grigio  
$

1.5ml

FREE
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The Throgs Neck Little 

League is taking steps to go 
green following a $400,000 
grant for solar panels and new 
LED lights at the ballfi eld. 

The grant was obtained 
through Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr.

League president Frank 
Eisele said he and Diaz dis-
cussed the fi eld in January. 
Eisele explained there were 
issues with the generator and 
lighting.

“The Throgs Neck Little 
League has helped thousands 
of youngsters throughout the 
years, and I am proud to be 
able to help this wonderful 
institution today. This light-
ing upgrade will not only 
help make the league’s facili-
ties more energy efficient, it 
will save them money in the 
long run as well. I am proud 
to have been able to provide 
$400,000 in capital funds for 
this project this year, and 
I look forward to enjoying 
a game ‘under the lights’ 
when this renovation is com-
plete,” said Borough Presi-
dent Diaz.

The TNLL has also had 

some good news on the base-
ball diamond.

The little league swept the 
District League Champion-
ships for ages 9-10 and ages 11 
at the Little League, Junior 
League and Senior League 

levels.
Eisele said the victories 

were a “tremendous accom-
plishment” for the league.

Players and managers from 
the team were then invited to 
Yankee stadium on Sunday, 
July 17 where they got to step 
onto the fi eld before watching 
the Bronx Bombers play the 
Red Sox.

BP funds solar panels and LED lights for TNLL
The players even got to ap-

pear on ESPN’s Sunday Night 
Baseball through an interview 
with ESPN’s baseball reporter 
Tim Kurkjian.

Eisele said the league will 
put the solar panels and light-
ing contracts out to bid.

The entire project cost will 
be approximately $875,000 ac-
cording to Eisele.

He hopes to obtain addi-
tional funding through pri-
vate donations and grants 
from local, state and federal 
electeds.

Eisele expects the light in-
stallation by next spring and 
said Diaz could possibly throw 
out the fi rst pitch next year.

The Throgs Neck Little 
League has been around since 
1952 when it was fi rst estab-
lished as the Northeast Bronx 
Little League.

The following year it was 
taken over by Leo Vitti who 
eventually partnered with 
Robert Jonap to run the league 
for over 50 years.

The fi elds on which the lit-
tle leaguers play, and where 
the lights will be installed, are 
now called the Leo Vitti & Rob-
ert Jonap Memorial Fields.

I am proud to 
have been able to 
provide $400,000 

in capital funds for 
this project this 

year.
Ruben Diaz, Jr.
Borough President

Throgs Neck Little League is going green with solar panels and new LED 
lights. File Photo
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TNLL 13/14 All Stars have every reason to be happy following their impressive victory. 
 Photo by Jennifer Stockhausen

TNLL 9/10 displayed their trophies and banner recognizing their achievement. 
 Photo by Gina Pesca

TNLL 13/14 Junior League New York District 22 Champions celebrated their remarkable ac-
complishment. Photo by Gina Pesca

Throgs Neck Little League has made it to the All-Stars and is doing well across 
all teams divisions. The league’s 12 U All-Stars defeated Van Nest Little League 
5 to 0 to win the District 22 Championship on Thursday, July 7. TNLL’s 15/16 
Senior League scored a 6 to 5 victory in the New York Section 3 South Cham-
pionship on Saturday, July 9 thanks to solid pitching by Anthony Russo and 
Aidan O’Brian. The league’s 9/10 took home the gold as Nine-Ten Year-Old New 
York District 22 Champions on Tuesday, July 12 after winning 20 to 0 against 
CHLL. On Wednesday, July 13, Throggs Neck’s 13/14 earned the title of Junior 
League New York District 22 Champions after their 7 to 3 victory over Castle 
Hill Little League. This marks the fi rst time ever that TNLL swept all fi ve age 
groups as District Champions.
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Pickup 
& 

Delivery 
Available 

For 
Your 

Convenience!

HERE ARE 11 REASONS 
why you should be coming to Flannery’s for your new kitchen

KITCHENS!
KITCHENS!!
KITCHENS!!!

We Beat Home Depot Prices!

We Sell Only All WOOD Cabinets...No Particle Board or Cardboard!

Fast, FREE Delivery In 1/4 The Time Of The Big Store!

Granite Tops Delivered and Installed In Less Than 1 Week!

Personal One On One Service!

WE Install Everything WE Sell!

No Automated Delivery Lines Or Customer Service Waits!

No Outsourced Installations!

Customize Your Kitchen The Way You Want It!

One Stop Shopping For All Kitchen Needs!

Free Plans and Drawings

Ask About Our Special Senior Citizen Discounts!

Flannery’s
Home Center

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
3395 E Tremont Ave. | Bronx, NY 10461 

Come visit 
our fully stocked 
hardware store 
and showroom!
For fast prompt 

service call Dave at 
914-879-6676

License # 2017358DCA

$500 
OFF

Any Fully 
Renovated 
Kitchens
WITH THIS COUPON
Coupon must be presented 
at the time of sale.
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SE HABLA ESPAÑOL 

3395 E Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10461 

718-792-9060
License# 2017358DCA 

❍ Carpet Cleaning? 
❍ Screen Ripped? 
❍ Leaky Pipe? 
❍ Faulty Electric? 
❍ Need to Change A Lock? 
❍ Window Repair or 
 Installation? 
❍ Glass Repair?  
❍ Door Hanging? 

❍ Ceiling Fan Installation? 
❍ Painting? 
❍ Appliance Installation 
 or Repair? 
❍ Sheetrock or Hole Patch? 
❍ Clean Up or Clean Outs? 
❍ Junk Removed? 
❍ Electrical Work? 
❍ Plumbing?

THE WINDOW & SCREEN EXPERTS!
Keep Out Those
UNWANTED HOUSE GUESTS!

New Window Installation
Window Repair
Larson Screen Doors
Screen Repair
Glass Repair
Prompt, Professional Installation

FREE 
ESTIMATES

$5 OFF
EACH SCREEN 
WITH THIS AD. 
NO LIMIT.

Flannery’s Home Center
718-792-9060 Pickup & Delivery Available 

For Your Convenience!SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Flannery’s
Home Center

Bronx Johnson

A Name You Can Trust   and Much More...

Call Your Neighborhood Handyman at 
Bronx Johnson/Flannery’s Hardware

NO MIDDLEMAN!

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

718-792-9060

COME VISIT OUR 4000 SQUARE FOOT HARDWARE STORE!
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods Herbs Homeopathic Products & More

SALE ENDS 07/31/16

SANTA CRUZ ORGANIC 
LEMONADE ASSORTED
32 .OZ  2/$4.00

SO DELICIOUS COCONUT MILK 
YOGURT ASSORTED 5.3 

.OZ  $1.79
TOFURKY SAUSAGES 

ASSORTED 14 .OZ  
$4.29

 MUIR GLEN ORGANIC PASTA 
SAUCE  

25.5 .OZ  2/$6.00
GARDEN OF EATIN TORTILLA 
CHIPS SELECTED VARIETIES 

FROM 7.5 .OZ  TO 8.1 .OZ  
2/$5.00

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Island community leaders con-

tinue to reach out to top city offi cials 
regarding the long-promised sound 
abatement of the Rodman’s Neck fi ring 
range next to Pelham Bay Park. 

The irritating noise at the NYPD 
training range has prompted a call for 
stronger action.

On a recent call-in radio program, 
City Island Civic Association vice-
president Barbara Dolensek reached 
out to Mayor de Blasio directly. 

Dolensek called in to de Blasio 
during an ‘Ask the Mayor’ segment 
of Brian Lehrer’s radio program on 
WNYC on Thursday, June 16. 

Since June, the CICA has been in 
touch with the Mayor’s Community 
Affairs Unit, said Dolensek. 

In response to a description of the 
noise from the facility penetrating 
homes nearby from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., the 
mayor said that it was the fi rst time he 
had heard about sound problems from 
the community surrounding Rod-
man’s Neck. 

“This will cause me to discuss this 
at high levels to see what has been 
promised and what we need to do to 

Mayor pleads ignorance 
on Rodman’s Neck noise

achieve it,” said the mayor.
Dolensek said that the mayor’s of-

fi ce has been receiving letters about 
the noise at Rodman’s Neck, and could 
have been unaware of sound issues. 

Plans for noise abatement are part 
of proposals for a complete renovation 
of Rodman’s Neck, said Councilman 
James Vacca. 

The fi rst promise of sound attenu-
ation at Rodman’s Neck goes back 
years. 

A memorandum of understanding 
between then- Mayor David Dinkins 
and then-Assembly Speaker Saul We-
prin, drawn up when the parkland was 
being alienated in 1993, had promised 
that sound abatement be studied at the 
range. According to sources, it is a fea-
ture of many ranges. 

More recently, a complete overhaul 
of the NYPD Rodman’s Neck facility 
that would have included sound atten-
uation looked like it would be included 
in the Fiscal Year 2017 budget, but now 
looks as if it will be pushed back an-
other year, according to reports in the 
Bronx Times. 

Vacca said that he has spoken to the 
mayor’s staff about Rodman’s Neck’s 

noise issues, and has brought up the is-
sue during public hearings on the bud-
get at the Public Safety Committee.  

Vacca believes that the facility 
needs to be modernized in order to 
better service the police offi cers that 
train there. 

“I think that this facility has been 
neglected for far too long,” said Vacca, 
adding, citing years of “infrastructure 
procrastination.” 

A spokesman for the mayor’s offi ce 
stated there hasn’t been a cut to any 
project related to noise abatement at 
Rodman’s Neck. 

“There is currently a Capital Proj-
ect Scope Development study under-
way to evaluate the gun range scope 
and costs, which includes sound miti-
gation,” she said. 

John Doyle, CICA board member, 
expressed frustration on the overall 
lack of progress on the project since 
the fi rst mention of noise abatement in 
1993 and the pledges made since. 

“We have been through three may-
ors, and six police commissioners and 
two city council people, and nothing 
has changed (in terms of sound baf-
fl ing), said Doyle.  

The City Island community, which has long 
advocated for sound abatement at the NYPD 
fi ring range at Rodman’s Neck, reached out 
to Mayor de Blasio on the issue during a call-
in radio show. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 22-28, 2016 25  BTR

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A planned 15th anniversary memo-

rial to the victims of the September 
11th 2001 terrorist attacks has been 
scuttled by the NYC Department of 
Parks and Recreation. 

Community leaders had designed 
a permanent memorial area in Sch-
neider Sampson Square as a tribute to 
commemorate the tragedy surround-
ing the attack on the Twin Towers and 
the Pentagon in 2001. 

The local activists designed a mon-
ument that included a piece of metal 
from the original World Trade Center 
site. 

The 3-sided, seven foot wide and tall 
granite memorial was sited for a loca-
tion across the street from P.S. 14, said 
Eugene Lynch, a local activist and re-
tired fi refi ghter

All materials and labor for the in-
stallation would have been donated, 
said Lynch, and it would have come at 
no cost to Parks. 

However, Parks signaled last week 
that it was no longer accepting 9/11 
memorials in local parks, said CB 10 
member Robert Bieder, who had con-
tacted the agency on the matter.   

“I just thought this was a no-
brainer,” said Bieder, adding “I was re-
ally surprised that Parks Department 
said that they are not doing (these me-
morials) anymore.” 

A Parks spokesman stated that 

NYC Parks nixes 9/11 memorial for P.S. 14 site
since the fall of 2001, it has been the 
agency’s policy not to advance local 
9/11 memorials in deference to the 
memorial to all the victims at the site 
where the Twin Towers once stood. 

“We understand the importance of 
recognizing the victims and the role 
that parks have traditionally played as 
places of remembrance, but it was felt 
that a unifi ed response would be the 
most appropriate form of commemo-
ration,” stated the spokesman. “Parks 
has received scores of requests to 
honor victims locally and in response 
we supported the creation of living me-
morial groves and gardens, and have 
planted trees in honor of the victims.” 

Councilman James Vacca said he 
hopes that Parks takes another look at 
the proposal and gives consideration 
to the site. 

“Many of our residents would like 
to have something in our community 
to remember 9/11,” said Vacca, adding 
“I think something here would be ap-
propriate, and I have reached out to 
Parks (asking that they reconsider) 
and am waiting to hear back.”

The councilman also pointed out 
that there is an existing 9/11 memorial 
next to Engine 72 at East Tremont Ave-
nue and the Cross Bronx Expressway. 

There is also a memorial grove of 
trees in Ferry Point Park, but Lynch 
said that the one being proposed for 
Schneider Sampson Park will be the 

only local memorial to include actual 
steel from the original World Trade 
Center site.

The area at the site that would have 
commemorated the attacks was to have 
featured a four foot steel beam that had 
been at Ground Zero, said Mary Jane 
Musano, a Waterbury-LaSalle Com-
munity Association board member. 

“Everyone was really excited about 
it” said Musano “I am just in shock 
that they would say no.” 

The design for the memorial had 

even been completed, said Lynch, and 
it was to have included a monument 
with an image of the original World 
Trade Center carved in the stone, with 
tributes to both the civilian and un-
formed casualties of the attack on each 
side of the stone. 

An alternate site for the location 
would be in Westchester Square, said 
Lynch, who is eager to have the piece 
of steel from the World Trade Center 
placed in a public space as a tribute to 
the fallen. 

Schneider Sampson Square was to be the site of a 15th anniversary memorial to September 
11, 2001. The plan for the memorial was scuttled after the Department of Parks and Recre-
ation turned it down. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

staff attorney, said as of Monday, July 
18, there are 271 open housing code vi-
olations at 2454 Tiebout Avenue alone, 
with 174 Class B hazardous violations 
and 18 Class C immediately hazardous 
violations.

They include lack of heat and hot 
water, a non-working elevator, un-
kempt building, inadequate lighting, 
leaks and rodent and cockroach infes-
tations.

Tenants complained about the land-
lord’s ‘patchwork’ repairs, in which a 
fresh paint job is used to hide leaks, 
mold and mildew.

“We struggle to pay our rent to live 
in a decent and comfortable apart-
ment,” Rafaela Martinez, a 2454 Tie-
bout Avenue resident. “It makes me 
depressed to see my building and 
apartment falling apart.”

Jaswa said NYC Housing Preserva-
tion and Development inspectors vis-
ited the property to document all viola-
tions and the work that has been done 
at the building since the rally.

He added Judge Laurie Marin will 
preside over the fi rst court hearing for 
2454 Tiebout Avenue on Monday, Au-
gust 15 at Bronx Housing Court. 

As previously reported in the 
Bronx Times, Parkash was ranked 
‘number one’ on NYC Public Advocate 
Letitia James’ ‘100 Worst Landlords in 
New York City’ last November for ac-

‘NYC’s worst landlord’ meets tenants
From page 6

cumulating a staggering 2,369 viola-
tions in 11 of his 43 buildings. Parkash 
owns approximately 40 buildings in 
the Bronx.

The problematic properties include 
2675 Creston Avenue, 2125 Cruger Av-
enue, 2487 Davidson Avenue, 180 E. 
163rd Street, 58 E. 190th Street, 751 Ge-
rard Avenue, 815 Gerard, 750 Grand 
Concourse, 2820 Sedgwick Avenue, 
1530 Sheridan Avenue, 2454 Tiebout 
Avenue and 835 Walton Avenue.

Tenants from 15 of Parkash’s build-
ings established the Parkash Tenant 
Coalition and after a successful protest 
conducted in front of Bronx Housing 
Court on Thursday, June 2, Parkash 
agreed to meet with his tenants.

Jaime Steinberg (c) joined his fellow tenants 
in demonstrating against the intolerable liv-
ing conditions at 2454 Tiebout Avenue. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.

B
E

FO
R

E
A

F
TE

R

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start HcG  
Weight Loss Program

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 

OUR CLEAN START 
PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
SPRING INTO SHAPE FOR THE SUMMER

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Within the last few weeks America 

has mourned the death of citizens and 
police offi cers across the country.

The killing of Alton Sterling, Phi-
lando Castile followed by the killing of 
police offi cers Lorne Ahrens, Michael 
Krol, Michael J. Smith, Brent Thomp-
son and Patrick Zamarripa caused 
many Americans to call for peace 
throughout the nation.

Since these events have occurred 
many feel there has been a heightened 
tension between the African Ameri-
can community and police offi cers.

Throughout the Bronx, various 
communities held vigils for the lives 
that were lost and like many of their 
fellow Americans -- pleaded for peace.

Mariam Sanchez, a bronx resi-
dent for 28 years and the organizer of 
the Wednesday, July 13 vigil at PSA 
8, acknowledged there is fear on both 
sides.

However, she said children in the 
community need to understand in 
“times of danger police are the safest 
people in the world to go to.”

She also acknowledged the job of a 
police offi cer is hard and it may help ci-
vilians if they were able to experience 
what it is like to be a police offi cer.

Rev. Raymond Serrano of Life To-
gether Fellowship also spoke at the 
vigil.

He acknowledged that racism has 
always existed in this country and that 
the nation has come along way.

However, he acknowledged the 
country can “only get better” in race 
relations.

Experts believe community polic-
ing is one way in which relations be-
tween offi cers and the residents they 
serve could get better.

On Saturday, July 16 and Sunday, 
July 17, Senator Jeff Klein held the an-
nual basketball game in the Throggs 
Neck Houses in which NYPD offi cers 
played against members of the com-
munity.

“We must continue to work together 
to strengthen police-community rela-
tions from the ground up and foster a 
greater understanding between local 
residents and those sworn to protect 
them.  Over the weekend, I hosted my 
annual Throggs Neck Houses Basket-
ball Tournament, which brought to-
gether members of the community and 
law enforcement agencies.  Events like 
these help bridge the gap and send a 
positive message to our future genera-
tions,” said Klein.

On Friday, July 15, the members of 
the 40th Precinct also participated in 
the fi rst annual Jessica White Safer 
Community Basketball Tournament.

Antonio Hendrickson, founder of 
Lead By Example Reverse The Trend, 
created the tournament to remember 
Jessica White, a mother of three, who 
lost her life to gun violence.

At a scrimmage before the tourna-
ment, Hendrickson told teens in at-
tendance that a few bad offi cers does 
not represent every member of law en-
forcement. 

He also told them that, despite any 
anger they may have against police, 
they should not act irrationally or 
with violence.

Serrano said he mentors some po-
lice offi cers and always tell them, 
“Treat others as you would want to be 
treated.”

The reverend said things must 
change and people must come to-
gether. If not, “innocent people are go-
ing to suffer.”

Vigils held for lives lost in 
Dallas, Louisiana, Minnesota

Tony Signorile (c), Morris Park Community Association president, spoke at the vigil with 
captain Keith Walton, 49th Precinct commanding offi cer and Bronx Borough chief Larry 
Nikunen offering their support. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE SUN-THURS

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU
ON-LINE AT: WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

HOME OF THE AGED
BLACK ANGUS

STEAK
18oz Rib Eye
12oz Filet Mignon
16oz Shell Steak

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR PARTY ROOM.
We Now Have Parking In Our New Lot!  In The Service 

Station On The Corner Of Gerber and East Tremont

All You Can Eat $1995

Sunday Brunch
Buffet

German & Seafood Specials Daily

ENTERTAIMENT 
AT THE WICKED WOLF

THURSDAY NIGHT
Peter McKiernan

On guitar

FRIDAY NIGHT
Katelyn & Breezy

SATURDAY NIGHT

DJ
SUNDAY EVENING AT 9PM

Karaoke

THIS WEEK’S ENTERTAINMENT

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

ALL FOR ONLY $25

LOBSTER WITH MUSSELS AND CLAMS IN A 
RED OR WHITE SAUCE AND COMES WITH A 

CHOICE OF POTATO AND VEGETABLES

SHORE DINNER
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AgeWell New York LLC is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in 
AgeWell New York depends on contract renewal. Medicare beneficiaries may also enroll in AgeWell New York LLC through the CMS Medicare 
Online Enrollment Center located at www.medicare.gov.
H4922_AWNY_4002_AS16_FILE & USE 04152016

We’re here for your call.

Toll Free 1.866.586.8044 
TTY/TDD 1.800.662.1220Contact us for eligibility and enrollment.

info@agewellnewyork.com  |  agewellnewyork.com

Our high quality and affordable Medicare Advantage and Long Term Care plan options include:

Medicare Advantage Plans  Designed to meet the needs of  
individuals with Medicare and those with both Medicare and Medicaid. 
We have a variety of plan options and a large network of quality doctors 
and providers in the communities where you live.

Managed Long Term Care Plans  Health and long term care services at  
home or in the community for those who are chronically ill or disabled.

Seriously, choosing a  

health plan is not easy.

We work hard to make it easier. 

Bonizio (l) and Bernstein emceed last year’s event. File photo

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
An organization dedicated 

to providing services to the 
blind will host its annual fund-
raiser event.

On Wednesday, August 3rd, 
the VISIONS Bronx Advisory 
Board will host its fi fth annual 
‘Mix It Up’ Celebrity Fund-
raiser at Tosca Rooftop, 4034 
East Tremont Avenue between 
6 and 9 p.m., where some of the 
organization’s board members 
will act as celebrity bartenders 
to rase money for the worthy 
cause.

The event will look to raise 
funds for blind and visually 
impaired individuals who 
don’t have the family members, 
friends or the services to assist 
or support them with their liv-
ing situations.

The celebrity bartenders 
at the fundraiser will include 
John Bonizio from Metro Op-
tics Eyewear, Gianna Dell’Olio 
from BronxWorks, Laura 
Guerriero from the Bronx 
Times-Reporter, Donna Karl-
son from the New York Insti-
tute of Special Education, Joe 
Kelleher from Simone Devel-
opment and the Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce and Andrew 
Squitieri from Sanitation Sal-

VISIONS to host annual ‘Mix It Up’ Fundraiser
vage.

“I’ve been a big supporter 
of VISIONS for many years 
- and I hope more and more 
people continue to contribute 
to this wonderful organiza-
tion,” said Bonizio, who was on 
the VISIONS Advisory Board 
for eight years. “VISIONS is a 
great organization that gives 
blind and visually impaired 
individuals the tools and skills 
they need to live an indepen-
dent life - and I’m very proud 
to be a part of an fundraiser 
that contributes to such a great 
cause.”

“I’m very excited to be a 
part of this fundraiser - one 
that will help individuals who 
are truly in need,” said Kelle-
her. “Simone Development, 
along with the Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce, has always been 
a big supporter of VISIONS. 

The event was started in 
2012 by Fordham Road BID dep-
uty director Daniel Bernstein.

“This is a very successful 
event and it has received a lot 
of support since it began,” said 
Bernstein, who has been the 
emcee of the fundraiser since 
the event’s inception and has 
held fundraisers for the Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Society and the 

Haldane School Foundation in 
the past. 

“This event not only raises 
money for the organization, but 
it also raises awareness among 
people who don’t know about 
the great job that VISIONS has 
done and will continue to do for 
blind and visually impaired in-
dividuals.”

Bernstein also said that 
each fundraiser has generated 
between $4,500 and $6,000 in 
the past. Out of every dollar 
donated to the organization, 
VISIONS allocates 88 cents to 
blind and visually impaired in-
dividuals who are in need of as-
sistance and services.

Each year, VISIONS pro-
vides programs and services to 
over 6,000 individuals in New 
York City and 600 Bronx resi-
dents.

In previous years, the VI-
SIONS ‘Mix It Up’ fundraiser 
was held at F&J Pine Restau-
rant and Brewski’s Bar & Grill.

Tickets are $30 pre-paid and 
$35 at the door. For more infor-
mation about the event, visit: 
www.visionsvcb.org/events/
bronxbartender2016 or contact 
Tara Dellavecchia at (212) 625-
1616 ext. 135 or email tdellavec-
chia@visionsvcb.org
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Back from De-

partment of NY Con-
vention in beautiful 
downtown Binghamp-
ton.

The First Dis-
trict, Manhattan and 
Bronx, was well represented this year.  Congrats to 
John B. Samson, our new state commander who will 
be visiting us soon.

The Bronx, especially the Korony Post, had a lit-
tle wake up call for the folks upstate.  Bronx County, 
thanks to the efforts of vice commander Pete Del-
Debbio and adjutant Joe Goonan achieved 100% 
membership quota, we are not in last place.  PC Col-
leen McCarthy received recognition for her web 
page design for the post and our PC Joe Mondello 
won Department Legionnaire of the Year.  When 
they fi x his name on the certifi cate, he’ll be happy 
to display it. 

In a break out session with First District, yours 
truly was named District POW-MIA chairperson.  A 
special honor as this spot was held by my late buddy 
Bill Clancy of Hawkins Post 156, City Island.  So in 
an attempt to continue his service, National POW-
MIA Recognition Day is Friday, September 16, help 
me start planning now.  Remember.

Prayers for my wife’s uncle who just passed, Gene 
O’Brien, WW2, Gunners Mate, U.S. Coast Guard.

Until next time: Pride-Integrity-Service.

BY AL BELFIORE
What a great sum-

mer it has been so far.   
Not too much rain, not 
too humid and a lot of 
sunshine.   Greetings 
to everyone.   Our 6th 
annual ‘Dancing Un-
der The Stars’ event was a usual smashing success.   
However, it did not come with it’s fair share of issues.   
It rained on Saturday night, July 9th, so, rather than 
cancel it, we did the next best thing.   We held it the 
following evening on Sunday, July 10.   Once again, 
the community did not disappoint us.  We raised 
some much needed funds to help keep the building 
and surrounding property in decent shape.   Ham-
burgers and franks were served, as well as beer, 
soda and water.   The music was great (supplied by 
the ‘Just Nuts’ band), the weather was magnifi cent 
and a fun time was had by all.

Friday, July 15, we held our 2nd ‘Wine and Paint 
night’. Another great community event, everyone 
went home with their own painting, including my-
self (watch out Van Gogh).   It looks like I had more 
wine than paint. LOL.   Our next great event will be 
Saturday, August 6, our pig roast.  For further info 
call Kathy at (718) 518- 8779.   Thanks for reading.

BY GEORGE AMATO
To all Marines in 

the Bronx, Yankee 
Detachment 225  will 
meet on Friday, Sep-
tember 9 at 7 p.m.

Our meetings are 
held at the Samuel H. Young American Legion Post 
620 on Ericson Place and Wellman Avenue. This is 
behind the Tremont East Diner on the left. Stop in 
at the post to pick up an application. They open on 
Wednesday, 1 p.m.; Thursday, 3 p.m.; Friday/Sunday, 
noon. For further info, call me at (929) 920-6903.

On Sunday, July 10, Owen Mangan and I went to 
the Bronx VA Hospital along with members of the 
Sam Young Post to host a BBQ for the shut-ins. The 
smiles and thanks from the vets gave me a feeling of 
joy. I say “Thank You” to them.     Semper Fi.
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VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 

To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 

Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 

Offer. Exp. 07/31/2016

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Truman High School stu-

dents recently learned a plan 
they suggested is about to be 
realized. 

A Friday discount program 
for borough students at sev-
eral Mall at Bay Plaza retail-
ers was started after students 
from Truman voiced their 
concerns about the affordabil-
ity of the shopping center to 
Councilman Andy King.

King reached out to the 
mall operator, Prestige Prop-
erties and Development, and 
received a swift response that 
resulted in the creation of a 
student promotional program. 

The Discount Fridays pro-
motion was put into motion by 
a Truman speech and commu-
nication class that is part of a 
dual enrollment program with 
Monroe College.

King was asked about the 
mall on the BronxNet tele-
vision program BronxTalk, 
hosted by their teacher Gary 
Axelbank, who works at the 
college. 

“One of the issues that 
came up (when we were pre-
paring questions) was that 
they wanted to talk about Bay 

Youth discount program launched at Bay Plaza
Plaza,” said Axelbank. 

During the show, Axelbank 
and the students took a call 
from King announcing that as 
a result of their activism, stu-
dent discounts were being ini-
tiated at the mall on Fridays. 

“They were extremely happy 
by the fact that their voices were 
heard, they were respected and 
(that) an action was done by the 
people responsible for making 
it happen,” said King. 

Any borough student who 
shows their school identifi ca-
tion at participating stores is 
eligible for the discounts of-
fered by each individual re-
tailer, said King.

Fridays were chosen be-
cause students participating 
in the NYC Summer Youth 
Employment Program have 
that day off, explained King. 

The councilman believes 
that the students got a real life 
lesson on the power of advo-
cacy. 

“For these young people, 
their voices and the conver-
sation made a difference, and 
it did not take that long,” said 
the councilman, adding “If 
they are willing to commit to 
a conversation and an action, 

things can change.”
The councilman said that 

the students wish to expand 
the program. 

After King presented the 
idea, Prestige Properties 
reached out to retailers, said 
company spokeswoman Ma-
randa Askar, director of mall 
management and marketing.

“We thought it was a great 
idea, so we in turn reached out 

the all our stores in the mall 
and asked them to participate 
in this worthwhile program,” 
said Askar. “Not all of the 
stores are participating, but 
as the program progresses, we 
hope that more will join in.”  

Students can go to guest 
services in the Mall at Bay 
Plaza to get updates on which 
stores are participating. 

The following retailers 

at the Mall at Bay Plaza are 
currently participating: Fro-
zen Peaks, Sbarro, House of 
Samsonite, Specs New York, 
Sprint, Cohen’s Fashion Opti-
cal, Michael Kors, Joe’s Crab 
Shack, Candyland, Piercing 
Pagoda, Vistasite Eye Care, 
Nathan’s, Gap, VIP Bodies, 
Famous Footwear, Monsoon 
Accessorize, U.S. Polo Associ-
ation and Clarks. 

Councilman Andy King stands BronxTalk host Gary Axelbank, students from local schools and mall personnel 
to announce the start of the new discount programs for students called ‘Discount Fridays.’ 
 Photo couresy of Councilman Andy King
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 

Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 

our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

1200 Waters Place, Suite M108 • Bronx, NY 10461

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

PUG MONTH SPECIAL - FREE TOOTHBRUSHING

“Corby”

PUG MONTH

Corby is a 10-year-old Pug.
His birthday is March 2, 2006.

Fun fact: Corby has over 100 stuffed animals 
that he loves to play with. He loves eating bread. 

His favorite hobby is sleeping and snoring

The Pug is a breed of dog with a wrinkly, short-muzzled face and curled 
tail. The breed has a fi ne, glossy coat that comes in a variety of colours, 
most often fawn or black, and a compact square body with well-developed 
muscles.

Pugs are known for being sociable and gentle companion dogs.[3] The 
breed remains popular into the twenty-fi rst century, with some famous 
celebrity owners. A Pug was judged Best in Show at the World Dog Show 
in 2004.

-Wikipedia

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

Dine In Only
WITH THIS AD

10OFF
%

ALLEY CAT
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE
SMOKEHOUSE

(718) 824-0168

Smoked Brisket, 
Fall-Off-The-Bone 

St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, 

Wide Assortment 
Of Side Dishes
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Home Of The

2014

50% OFF
First Color Service

CHUCHI from Le Cache
moved here

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

600 Clarence Avenue
Beautiful Two Bedroom One Bath Waterfront Condominium. Owner Converted 
It Into An Open One Bedroom Unit. It Features Central Air, A Sunny Terrace, 
Hardwood Floors, Granite Countertops , Custom Lighting And Stainless Steel 
Appliances. This Unit Has Two Parking Spots And A 35 Ft. Boat Slip. Sunny 
Exposure All Day Long. Monthly Maintenance 612/ Yearly Taxes 1200/ 5 Years 
Left On A Fifteen Year Tax Abatement.$445,888

Offi ce/Retail Space - Tremont Avenue - great foot, car and bus traffi cStarting at 
$800/Month

COMMERCIAL SPACE

Shared offi ce space on East Tremont Ave.  Luxury Space with room for 3 Desks for 
$1500/month.
Private offi ce available on East Tremont Ave for $1000/month.

APARTMENTS / HOUSES FOR RENT

$25
PLUS TAX

Throggs Neck.  3+ bedroom spacious duplex. Laundry in unit. $2650
Soundview. 3 bedroom private house with hardwood fl oors. $2150
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

The 20th annual St. Theresa Feast will offer Bronxites fi ve fun-fi lled days 
of entertainment. File Photo

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
St. Theresa’s Church is once 

again having it’s Feast of St. 
Theresa. 

The church is touting the 
20th annual feast as a time 
of ‘great food, friendship,and 

fun.’
This year’s festival, which 

began on July 20, will run until 
the Sunday, July 24. 

On Sunday, the church will 
hold Mass at 4 p.m. after which 
there will be a Devotion of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

At 4:30 p.m., a traditional 
Italian Procession Band will 
begin playing and at 5 p.m. the 

St. Theresa’s Church holds 
annual Feast of St. Theresa

band will accompany commu-
nity members during a pro-
cession as they walk with the 
statue of St. Theresa.

After the procession, the 
marchers will return to the 
church for a concert.

According to John Greco, 
a member of the committee 
tasked with overseeing the fes-
tival, the feast was the idea of 
the church’s former pastor, Fr. 
Robert Grippo.

Greco said Grippo had a 
desire to “reach out to mem-
bers of the community es-
pecially during the summer 
months when the kids are out 

of school.”
This year’s theme for the 

feast was ‘Faith, Family, 
Friends and Fun.’

Greco said he hopes the 
community gets a sense of fel-
lowship while attending the 
feast.

“It was always about fellow-
ship,” said Greco.

The fi ve day event has some-
thing for all ages as commu-
nity members will be able to 
enjoy rides, games, music, food 
and even a raffl e.

On Sunday, attendees who 
enter the raffl e will have a 
chance to win a new Mercedes 
GLA 250 SUV.

Each raffl e ticket costs $100.
Theresa Martin - the 

church’s patroness - was born 
on January 2, 1873, in Alencon, 
France and died on September 
30, 1897.

According to her biography, 
her life was a ‘little way of spiri-
tual childhood.’

She also described herself 
as the ‘little fl ower of Jesus’ 
and roses came to be known as 
her signature.

The feast was the idea of the church’s 
former pastor, Fr. Robert Grippo, who had 
a desire to reach out to members of the 

community especially during the summer 
months when the kids are out of school.

John Greco
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SBH Health System (St. Barnabas 
Hospital) has named Eric C. Appel-
baum, DO FACOI to the position of 
senior vice president and chief medi-
cal offi cer.

Dr. Appelbaum, came to St. Barn-
abas Hospital in a combined emer-
gency medicine and internal medi-
cine program in 1997 and was most 
recently deputy chief medical offi cer.  
He previously served SBH as associ-
ate medical director, Emergency De-
partment director and director of the 
Osteopathic Internal Medicine Resi-
dency Program.

“I’ve worked closely with Dr. Ap-
pelbaum for many years and he has 
shown great skill in numerous capac-
ities:  as a clinician devoted to his pa-
tients, as an able communicator and 
as an accomplished leader.” said Dr. 
Perlstein.  “As healthcare is chang-
ing, particularly here in the Bronx, 
I’m confi dent that he’s the right per-
son to lead the medical staff and SBH 
into the future.”

Dr. Appelbaum received his un-
dergraduate degree from the Univer-
sity of Michigan and earned his med-
ical degree at the New York College 
of Osteopathic Medicine, where he is 
currently a clinical assistant profes-
sor of Internal Medicine and Emer-

SBH Health Systems names 
VP and chief medical offi cer

gency Medicine. In 2014, he received 
the Bronx County Medical Society’s 
“Peer to Peer” Excellence in Medi-
cine Recognition Award.

Eric C. Appelbaum, DO FACOI was named the 
senior vice president and chief medical of-
fi cer of SBH Health System.

The Bartow-Pell Conservancy is 
pleased to welcome Alison McKay as 
the new executive director of the Bar-
tow-Pell Mansion Museum. Alison 
comes to Bartow-Pell from the Bay-
side Historical Society, where she has 
served as curator, archivist, and most 
recently executive director. She has 
extensive experience in managing a 
historic site and cultural institution, 
initiating and implementing public 
programs and curricula, spearhead-
ing fundraising events, developing re-
sources and grants, cultivating new 
members, and collaborating with di-
verse constituencies. Alison holds a 
Master in Library Science degree from 
the Queens College Graduate School of 
Library Science, a Master of Arts in 
Art History from Hunter College, and 
a Bachelor of Arts in Art History from 
Manhattanville College.

In making the announcement, 
Cherrie Greenhalgh, president of the 
Board of the Bartow-Pell Conservancy, 
added: “We are very excited to have Al-
ison join us as our new executive direc-
tor. We conducted a very thorough and 
comprehensive search, and received 
many applications from experienced 
and talented applicants from through-
out the United States. With her back-
ground at a New York cultural organi-
zation working with the New York City 
Parks Department, Alison is an out-
standing fi t for Bartow-Pell. She has 
strong competencies in strategic lead-

Bartow-Pell welcomes new ED

ership; innovative programming; de-
velopment; community outreach and 
advocacy; and staff and vendor man-
agement. Most importantly, Alison 
has a wonderful “can do” attitude that 
we feel confi dent will take the Bartow-
Pell Mansion Museum to new levels of 
visibility and success in building new 
partnerships, preserving and improv-
ing our beautiful historic mansion 
and grounds, and fi nding compelling 
and innovative ways to engage the 
school groups, adults, and families we 
serve.”

Alison McKay welcomed as the new execu-
tive director of the Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum.

Preston Center of Compassion 
will be holding its 6th Annual Dinner 
and Fundraiser to support the center 
and its programs.  

The dinner will be held on Thurs-
day, August 4 at the Preston High 
School Campus, overlooking the East 
River.  

Tickets are $50 each and may be 
purchased by contacting the center at 
(718) 892-8977.  Raffl e tickets are also 
available for $25 each.  The event is 
sponsored by Outback Steakhouse. 

Preston Center of Compassion 
opened in 1991 and is a welcoming 
community and place of compassion 
that provides education, counseling, 
spirituality, mentoring, leadership 
and empowerment programs and ser-
vices for Bronx women, children and 
families who are most in need.

Additional information is available 
at the www.prestoncenterofcompas-
sion.org.

* * *

The Department of Physical Medi-
cine and Rehabilitation at Montefi ore 
and the New York Parks Department 
will sponsor a one hour physician 
guided healthy walk outdoors in the 
Williamsbridge Oval Recreation Cen-
ter, 3225 Reservoir Oval E., on the fol-
lowing Thursdays, August 4, August 
11 and August 25 at 5 p.m.

Walking for as little as 30 minutes 
a day can have the following health 
benefi ts: reduce the risk of coronary 
heart disease; improve blood pressure 
and blood sugar levels; maintain body 
weight and lower the risk of obesity; 
enhance mental well-being; reduce the 
risk of osteoporosis; and much more.

In the event of rain, meet in the 
main lobby at the Montefi ore Medical 
Center, 111 E. 210th Street, for an in-
door walk on the Montefi ore Mile

For further information contact 
montefi orewalkwithadoc@gmail.com.

* * *

Calvary Hospital has announced 
the launch of The Calvary Commu-
nity, a peer-to-peer network and online 
support tool designed to help connect 
people dealing with the stress of hav-
ing loved ones who are terminally ill.

“Calvary’s mission has always 
been to care for our patients and their 
families,” said Frank A. Calamari. 
“There are few things in life more 
challenging than having a loved one 
who is terminally ill. Our hope is that 
by offering this social media tool, 
families will fi nd encouragement and 
moral support from others who are 
going through the same situation, at 
the same time.”

 People who become active users of 
the Calvary Online Community can 
expect to: learn about the Hospital’s 
many supportive services; gain access 
to helpful documents and resource; 
connect with people going through 
a similar experience; participate in 
peer-to-peer conversations; and net-
work with the extended Calvary fam-
ily.

The registration process is simple. 
To get started:

• Visit online at community.calva-
ryhospital.org/

• Follow the prompts to register and 
create your free account.

• Once confi rmed as a member, visit 
and participate in discussions as often 
as you would like.

• After registration, you will re-
ceive an email asking you to confi rm 
your email address.

• That email will provide you with a 
direct link to the site.

• Add welcome@community.calva-
ryhospital.org to your address book so 
they also land in your inbox.

• Join the FCC Community Group 
Conversation by clicking on link on 
bottom of page.

Preston Center of Compassion 
6th Annual Dinner Fundraiser

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
TN dinners, 

2nd Amendment
Dear editor,
After reading last week’s 

Letters to the Editor, two items 
came to my attention.

My father and I also discov-
ered TV dinners in the early 
1960s : once that is when my 
father learned how to cook 
and he became quite an ac-
complished  cook, being sur-
passed only by my wife in the 
early 1970s.

As the saying goes; there is 
no accounting for taste...

As for the article on the 
Second Amendment.  Readers 
must remember it is the Sec-
ond Amendment listed in the 
Bill of Rights, all of which are 
individual as well as collective 
rights.  To compare the Second 
Amendment to the Eighteenth 
Amendment is comparing ap-
ples to watermelons.  

The 18th Amendment was 
forced down the throats of the 
American people by a very vo-
cal minority that wished to 
legislate morality.  The No-
ble Experiment failed for that 

very reason :  this is Amer-
ica and you cannot tell people 
how to live.  As for repealing 
the Second Amendment, that 
is the ultimate slippery slope, 
only picking out the amend-
ments that you do not like 
can lead to a catastrophe.   Is 
the First Amendment and its 
freedom of the press next  be-
cause there are newspapers 
you do not agree with or reli-
gions that preach hatred or as-
semblies that turn into riots,  
therefore, do away with them.  

The basic purpose of the 
Second Amendment was to 
protect the people from the 
government, one of the reasons 
the military is not allowed to 
function state-side.  There is 
hardly an amendment to the 
Constitution that has not been 
misused or corrupted in some 
way and because there are 
people who misuse fi rearms is 
hardly an excuse for repeal.  

During World War II when 
an attack by Japan or Ger-
many or both for a while 
looked like a real possibil-
ity, the government encour-
aged private ownership of and 
training with fi rearms.  The 

celebrated Japanese admiral 
Yamamoto told the  Japanese 
high command not to even 
think of an attack on Ameri-
can soil because, having lived 
in the United States for four 
years, he well knew that  most 
Americans indeed did have a 
fi rearm of some sort behind 
every door.

There is still room for com-
promise on the issue of fi re-
arm ownership, but repeal of 
the Second Amendment is not 
even on the table.

Tom Vasti 

Wasting $$
on studies

Dear editor,
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s 

fi ve million dollar study to look 
at the feasibility of constructing 
a tunnel from Long Island to ei-
ther the Bronx, Westchester or 
Connecticut which he proudly 
announced months ago has yet 
to begin. 

There is still time to spend 
these funds for better pur-
poses.  The concept is nothing 
new, has been considered for 

decades and deemed unfeasi-
ble.  Property condemnation 
at either end could displace 
thousands of residents and 
businesses.  By the time all the 
court cases would be resolved; 
it could take years and cost bil-
lions.  Add the costs for con-
struction of any tunnel and it 
would be billions more.  

The estimated cost for the 
Gateway Tunnel which would 
connect New Jersey with Penn 
Station is $24 billion.  Crossing 
Long Island Sound would be a 
far greater distance than the 
Hudson River. Can you imag-
ine the cost of this project.  Pro-
posed construction of a new 
Cross Island Sound Tunnel 
also has been previously stud-
ied by various planning and 

transportation agencies going 
back decades.

Too many transportation 
studies championed by numer-
ous elected offi cials are nothing 
more than placebos designed to 
placate demagogues, who are 
not regular users of the numer-
ous public transportation al-
ternatives that have been avail-
able for decades.

The real problem is fi nding 
money to make things happen.  
All too often funding for many 
studies would have been better 
spent on real capital and oper-
ating service improvements 
instead of just lining the pock-
ets of consultants.  How many 
studies end up on the shelf of 
planners just collecting dust? 

Larry Penner

Letters to the editor are welcome from all readers. They should 
be addressed care of this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 3604 E. Tremont Ave., Bronx, 
NY 10465, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, 
including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and with 
a verifi able address and telephone number included. Note that 
the  address and telephone number  will NOT be published and 
the name will be published or withheld upon request. No un-
signed letters can be accepted for publication. The editor re-
serves the right to edit all submissions. 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two lucky, local high school so-

cial studies teachers attended an all-
expenses-paid two-day teachers con-
ference in Washington D.C. 

C-SPAN, a group of channels pro-
viding public affairs programing on 
national government, invited teach-
ers Jamila Baldes-Sumner of Bronx 
Center for Science and Mathematics 
and Victor Cristiano of Mount St. 
Michael Academy to attend C-SPAN 
Classroom’s 2016 Educators Confer-
ence.

The conference for a select group 
of teachers took place on Thursday, 
July 14 and Friday, July 15 in the na-
tion’s capital. Travel, hotel accom-
modations and meals were provided 
free-of-charge. 

The educators’ conference gave 
Blades-Sumner and Cristiano an op-
portunity to learn how C-SPAN pro-
graming and resources could be in-
corporated into their lesson plans 
to engage their students. They also 
gained more knowledge about the 
programming they produce.  

Teachers attend C-SPAN 
Educators Conference

Blades-Sumner said that her stu-
dents have participated for the past 
four years in a C-SPAN video docu-
mentary contest called StudentCam.

She learned about the educator’s 
conference from the television chan-
nels education department, she said. 

At the conference, Blades-Sum-
ner learned to edit footage better, she 
said. 

“I learned how to clip (edit) the 
videos,” said Blades-Sumner. “It was 
really cool to have someone walk you 
through that process.” 

She said C-SPAN provided the les-
son plans and classroom ideas. 

The organization is funded by a 
monthly six-cent contribution per 
each cable TV subscriber. 

“Everyone I spoke to at the confer-
ence told us how much they admired 
teachers and the work that they do,” 
said Blades-Sumner after the con-
ference. “It was a wonderful experi-
ence.” 

Cristiano, who will be entering his 
fourth year of teaching, said that he 
fi rst learned of the conference from a 

Mount St. Michael administrator. 
The teacher, who instructs stu-

dents in freshman and sophomore 
Global Studies and Advanced Place-
ment World History, said that he uses 
C-SPAN educational materials with 
his classes and that he is a strong 
proponent of this material. 

“One of the things that we are go-
ing to be working on is really inte-
grating the kinds of programming 
and resources that C-SPAN offers 
into our everyday lessons,” said Cris-
tiano before the conference. 

“I am really looking to bring C-
SPAN not only to my classroom, but 
my colleagues classroom’s as well,” 
he said.  

 C-SPAN materials on the web at  
c-spanclassroom.org are especially 
helpful in his AP World History 
class, said Cristiano, where he uses 
short videos from the site to encour-
age classroom discussions among his 
students.

The all-expenses paid C-SPAN 
Classroom’s 2016 Educators Confer-
ence for teachers is a nice way for 

the organization to give back and say 
‘thank you’ for the work teachers do, 
he said. 

“I think it is very generous of C-
SPAN to pay for the 30 of us, not just 
for myself, but the 29 other educators 
who are going (to Washington D.C.),” 
said Cristiano. 

Jamila Blades-Sumner of Bronx Center for 
Science & Mathematics took part in the C-
Span conference. 
 Photo courtesy of Jamila Blades-Sumner
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Bishop Fernando Rodriguez (3rd from r) leads LACA members in prayer during the vigil. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

In light of the recent acts of violence in Minnesota, Louisiana and Texas, Councilman Fernan-
do Cabrera, Bishop Fernando Rodriguez, members of the Latin/African American Chaplains 
Association, NYPD offi cers and residents held candlelight vigils at Bronx police precincts 
on Sunday, July 10.

45TH PRECINCT HOSTS PRAYER VIGIL

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, the 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council, the 49th Precinct Clergy Council 
and residents held a ‘Community Call for Unity and 
Understanding’ prayer vigil on Thursday, July 14 at 
Rudy Macina Peace Memorial Plaza.

49TH PCT. PRAYER VIGIL

(Above) Local elected offi cials, community and law 
enforcements members met for a prayer vigil held 
in memory of the fi ve slain Dallas police offi cers.

Rabbi Shmuel Zuckerman offered a prayer for the 
fallen offi cers and their families Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Acacia Network, the largest non-profi t Puerto Rican-founded 
organization offering primary and behavioral care services to 
vulnerable communities in the United States, celebrated the 
grand re-opening of the Ramon Velez Health and Recovery Cen-
ter at 754 E. 151st Street on Thursday, July 7. The newly renovat-
ed three-story health care facility will provide comprehensive 
primary care services in addition to recovery and treatment 
programs for people with substance use disorders. The facility 
was dedicated to Ramon Velez’s legacy of fearless and passion-
ate commitment to Bronx residents and communities.

VELEZ HEALTH &
RECOVERY CENTER REOPENS

Acacia executives, elected offi cials and Velez’s family members 
unveiled a plaque dedicating the building in the late council-
man’s name. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Hector Diaz, Acacia Network president, spoke about Velez’s 
various humanitarian services. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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SBH Health System (St. Barnabas 
Hospital), the oldest continuing health 
care facility in New York City, cele-
brates its 150th anniversary this year.

 To mark this momentous occasion, 
the Bronx hospital is hosting a series of 
upcoming events.  This will culminate 
later this summer with a groundbreak-
ing ceremony for a new mixed-use de-
velopment that will include a range of 
on-site services aimed at easing health 
disparities and better supporting the 
county’s high-need populations. 

 In addition, on September 29th, 
SBH will host a gala celebration at the 
New York Botanical Gardens. 

 “We are celebrating our 150th an-
niversary as a way of remembering 
our past and gazing into our future,” 
said Dr. David Perlstein, SBH’s Presi-
dent and CEO. “It’s an opportunity for 
us to look back at the many changes 
we’ve made over the years, as well as a 
chance to look at where we’re going in 
our efforts to transform healthcare in 
the Bronx.”

 A major part of the future is re-
fl ected in the Third Avenue develop-
ment, which will break ground this 
month.  This new $156 million mixed-
use development, to be build adjacent 
to the hospital, will feature 314 units 
for low-income households and a medi-
cal space and on-site programs focused 
on preventative care and wellness.  The 
goal is the stemming of physical and 
mental health issues that have plagued 
communities in the Bronx for genera-
tions, including lung disease, asthma, 
heart disease, stroke, and diabetes.  
The Bronx is traditionally ranked as 
the 62nd, and least health county in 
New York State. 

 Included will be urgent care, pri-
mary care and wellness centers, a pa-
tient education center with a teaching 

kitchen for hosting nutrition classes, 
and an outdoor plaza specifi cally de-
signed for stress reduction activities 
including walking paths, a yoga pavil-
ion, and a multiuse area for meditation 
and Tai Chi. A rooftop urban farm and 
weekly farmer’s market will increase 
access to fresh and healthy food options 
for the neighborhood.

 “It’s not simply that St. Barnabas 
is trying to design a hospital wing in 
a patient-friendly way,” said Michael 
Sparer, chair of the health policy and 
management department at Columbia 
University’s Mailman School of Pub-
lic Health, in an article on the develop-
ment that appeared recently in the Wall 
Street Journal. “They are building pre-
vention into the housing design, which 
is impressive.”

For its upcoming gala, SBH has as-
sembled an honorary committee that 
not only includes the full delegation of 
elected offi cials from the Bronx, but 
also business and civic leaders and en-
tertainers with deep connections to the 
Bronx.  The later includes actors Chazz 
Palminteri and Vincent Pastore, and 
singer Dion Minucci (of Dino and the 
Belmonts).

 A pictorial timeline dating back to 
1866 is now on display in the lobby of St. 
Barnabas Hospital.  The timeline takes 
an historical look at the hospital, once 
known as Home for the Incurables, over 
the past 150 years.

 Later this summer, the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit at SBH will hold 
a reunion for those babies cared for in 
the unit. More than 1700 babies, mostly 
preemies, have been treated at the 
NICU since its inception.  

 On September 22, a free movie night 
for the community will be held in the 
Sycamore Grove (located behind the 
hospital on Third Avenue and 183rd 

SBH Health System’s 150th anniversary celebration
Street).  The feature, somewhat appro-
priately, will be the movie A Bronx 
Tale.

 Earlier this year, SBH held a physi-
cian alumni reunion, with several hun-
dred former residents and doctors re-
turning to the Bronx for the event. 

The history of the hospital began 
when it was incorporated on April 6th, 
1866, a year after the end of the Civil 
War.  In 1867, a facility known as the 
“Home for the Incurables” received 33 
patients at its modest frame house in 
West Farms (which was then an incor-
porated area of New York City). This 
would become the nation’s fi rst chronic 
disease hospital – and the second in the 
world.

 In 1874, the facility moved to its pres-
ent 10-acre site on Third Avenue, where 
by 1911 it had increased its accommoda-
tions to 300 beds.  Since about one-third 
of the patients were treated “without 
any expense whatever,” the hospital 
needed donations to keep its doors open.  
Support came from such luminaries of 
New York Society as Cornelius Vander-
bilt (who served on the hospital’s Board 
of Managers), John Jacob Astor, Theo-
dore Roosevelt and Frederic Law Ol-
mstead.   The Mills Building, a home 
for nurses built by Ogden Mills, later 
President Herbert Hoover’s Secretary 
of the Treasury, opened in 1926, and the 
Braker Building, a resident for needy 
elderly patients, was built in 1928. 

 An entire new plant, which is now 
the main building of St. Barnabas Hos-
pital, opened in 1931.  In 1947, the name 
was changed to St. Barnabas Hospital 
for Chronic Diseases (later shortened 
to St. Barnabas Hospital).  In the mid-
1974, the hospital was reclassifi ed as an 
acute care facility.

 In the 1990s and early 2000, the 
hospital received state designation as 

a Level 1 Trauma Center (and would 
later became the focus of two documen-
taries on trauma care), an AIDS Center 
and Stroke Center.  Over the next few 
years, state-of-the-art ambulatory sur-
gery and hemodialysis centers, a car-
diac catheterization laboratory, a state-
designated Level III Perinatal Center, 
an Infusion Center, an expanded hos-
pice unit, and a federally-designated 
Community Center of Excellence in 
Women’s Health all opened.  As part of 
its extensive outreach program, a mo-
bile mammography program began.  
Upgrades were made to the laboratory 
and centers for cancer and cardiac care 
with the arrival of the most advanced 
technology.  The hospital opened the 
fi rst Men’s Health Center in the Bronx 
in 2015.

 Today, SBH Health System provides 
access to much-needed healthcare ser-
vices in the Bronx through St. Barna-
bas Hospital, Southern Medical Group, 
SBH Ambulatory Care Center, and SBH 
Behavioral Health. 

 SBH is playing a pivotal role in the 
transformation of health care in the 
Bronx.  This includes earning the high-
est level of certifi cation for a patient-
centered medical home, allowing pa-
tients to benefi t from the newest and 
best model of care available. SBH has 
taken a leadership role in the state’s 
DSRIP program, as the lead partner 
in Bronx Partners for Healthy Com-
munities.  This includes more than 200 
Bronx community-based organizations 
that are working together to improve 
health care delivery and outcomes for 
Bronx residents.  To help develop pri-
mary care physicians who will serve 
the city’s underserved communities, 
SBH Health System became the pri-
mary clinical affi liate of the new CUNY 
School of Medicine. 

BY GENE DEFRANCIS 
This year’s Allerton Inter-

national Food Festival was an 
amazing success. The weather 
was beautiful and our people 
brought out the best in human-
ity. We had different shades 
and religions. Young and old. 
And a tremendous display of 
peace and diversity. Allerton 
is the example of how people 
can come together and enjoy 
great music and great food. 
And we had both.

Thank you to Jumpin’ 
Dragons for coming back an-
other year and sharing your 
talent. We were equally ex-
cited and happy to have Gene 
DiNapoli back to showcase 
the best of the Bronx. Sign-
ing songs from Bronx leg-
ends and other classics that 
just make you feel good and 
wanna dance.

And we can’t forget how 
Music With A Meaning blew 
us away with their incredible 

passion and talent. We defi -
nitely need you with us every 
year. So inspirational.

Can’t forget to thank our 
partners the Allerton Avenue 
Home Owners Association, 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce, 
NYC Small Business Ser-
vices, United Health Care, and 
Ridgewood Bank.

And of course the main 
stars Jackie Acevedo and Di-
ana Vega from MAS Produc-
tions. Your sweat and effort 
did not go unnoticed and you 
knocked it out of the park this 
year. Jackie and her team at 
MAS are such a valued mem-
ber of our family. We can’t say 
enough how much we love and 
appreciate you.

In case you missed it, join 
our Facebook page to catch up-
loaded photos and videos from 
the event. If you have any pho-
tos or videos to share, please 
do.

Chef John Denizard judged 
our food contest and winning 
fi rst place was Lotus Flame. 
Our own local restaurants 
Yummies and Mamma Rosa 
placed 2nd and 3rd respec-
tively. Everyone was raving 
about the food and how incred-
ible it all was.

Belinda joined us and 
shared her incredible face 
painting talent. She is the best 
in the Bronx and such a won-
derful personality.

Thank you to Paul Lom-
bardi who volunteered to mon-
itor the dunk tank. And thank 
you to Family Pride Butcher 
for sharing his water to fi ll the 
tank. They are such a great 
friend to the community. If 

you don’t get your meat from 
here, start now. They are great 
guys in that shop.

Paul also helped with traf-
fi c control with Larry Mauri-
ello and Christine Ryall. They 
helped everything move along. 
We thank all the residents for 
their calm and understanding 
during the event.

Additional Supporters: 
BronxNet, Tasty Ladies, 
NYPD, IHOP and The Sanz.

Thank you to some of the 
local participating restau-
rants Lotus Flames, Mr. Q, A-1 
Distributors, Escape Latino, 
and especially Allertons own 
Yummies and Mamma Rosa.

And an extra special thank 
you to John Marano for or-
ganizing a pre-festival clean 
up to put Allerton’s best face 
forward. John even rolled up 
his sleeves and joined us in 
the clean up. Nothing more 
respectable than a man not 
afraid to do the work. Ja-

maal Bailey’s camp brought 
some volunteers as well. And 
several offi cers of our 49th 
Precinct were out in the hot 
weather with us making Al-
lerton shine.

Can’t say enough. I’m sure 
I’m forgetting a few people and 
thank yous.

But know that without each 
of you, this would not have 
been the success it turned out 
to be. And we look forward to 
our tenth. 

Any questions comments 
or concerns, feel welcomed to 
send them to our email Aller-
tonMerchants@gmail.com ei-
ther in regards to the Festival 
or other issues concerning Al-
lerton.

Our next scheduled meet-
ing is set for Tuesday, August 
2 at 7:30 p,m, at The Sanz, 815 
Allerton Avenue. We look for-
ward to seeing you there.

Remember, your commu-
nity is your business.
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(l-r) 161st Street BID members Mike Rendino, Lizbeth Ramirez, Brittany 
Lowe and Joseph Mpa dressed like country music super stars as they 
welcome fans attending Friday evening’s concert. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The 161st Street Business Improvement District and its Youth Ambassa-
dors celebrated country music king Garth Brooks’ upcoming concerts at 
Yankee Stadium by distributing free souvenirs to fans on Friday, July 8.

161ST BID WELCOMES GARTH BROOKS

Police Service Area 8 Community Council hosted a candlelight vigil on 
Wednesday, July 13 in memory of the victims of the Thursday, July 7 Dal-
las mass shooting which left fi ve offi cers and one civilian dead and seven 
offi cers wounded.

PSA 8 COMMUNITY COUNCIL
 HOSTS CANDLELIGHT VIGIL 

Rev. Raymond Serrano (r) lights candles for the slain and wounded Dallas 
police offi cers and the sole civilian fatality. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Assemblyman Gjonaj (back, 3rd from r) celebrated summer with the Allerton Avenue Homeowners and Tenants 
Association’s Governing Board members. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Allerton Homeowners and Tenants Association celebrated its annual summer picnic on Sunday, July 10 at 
the United Cerebral Palsy Pavilion in Pelham Gardens.

ALLERTON HOMEOWNERS HOLD PICNIC

Chinese acrobat Li Liu performed her award-winning acrobatics 
before hundreds of SummerStage Kids on Wednesday, July 13 at 
Pelham Bay Park.

ACROBAT LI LIU PERFORMS AT PELBAY PARK

Acrobat Li Liu (l) met with fan, Nazhae Ocasio who designed and cre-
ated her own T-shirt for the show. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Professionally trained acrobat Liu performed an awe-inspiring hand 
balancing act during her Pelham Bay Park showcase. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
First off, apologies. I wrote last 

week that if I misspelled anyone’s 
name it would come back to me and 
bite me, (yeah there). All those vol-
unteers that came from St. Ray’s se-
nior citizen group really came from 
St. Benedict’s. Right crowd, wrong 
pews, wrong church. Mea culpa. I’m 
off to self fl agellate.

Moving right along, congratula-
tions are in order for Henry Pang 
who was elevated to vice commander 
of Districts 1 and 9. 

Congrats as well to Joe Mondello 
who was honored as Legionniere of 
the Year of the New York District. 
Wow! Troop of the group.

The Joint Apprenticeship for the 
NYC District Council of Carpenters 
will conduct a recruitment drive-
from July, 13 to June 14. 

Applications are available at the 
NYCDCC Labor Technical College, 
395 Hudson Street (Clarkson Street 
Entrance) New York City the second 
Wednesday of each month from 7 to 
7:30 a.m. 

This information is from our 
friend of the vets, Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. For more informa-
tion contact the NYS Department of 
Labor offi ce or the District Council of 
Carpenters at (212) 727-2224.

Our next BBQ at the VA Hospital 

will be on Sunday, September 18 at 
noon.Vols start practicing.

More Hollywood heroes: Dale Rob-
ertson, Tank Commander under Pat-
ton. Wounded twice, received a bat-
tle fi eld commission, Danny Aiello, 
lied about his age and served three 
years in the Army, DeForest Kelley 
was in the US Army Air Corps, Den-
nis Weaver was a Navy Pilot. Denver 
Pyle, US Navy, wounded at Guadalca-
nal and medically discharged. Don 
Adams also wounded at Guadalcanal 
then served as a Marine Drill.

Trivia Time

The U.S. annexed Hawaii on July 
7, 1898.

On the same date in 1928, sliced 
bread was introduced in Chillicothe, 
MO.

Again on the same date, in 1930, 
the Boulder Dam dig was started.

Francis Gary Powers was charged 
with espionage on July 8, 1960.

Keep the troops in your prayers, 
hug a vet and God bless.

FOR ADVERTISING INFO CALL (718) 260-4593

In gratitude for the support 
shown to EXIT Realty Group by 
the local community, they realize 
that, as professionals in the real es-
tate arena, they could be doing a lot 
more to help local organizations in 
the communities that they serve. 

EXIT recognizes that a person’s 
emotional, physical, and spiritual 
well-being is key to overall quality 
of life. Their mission here is to take 
a holistic approach, by predomi-
nately volunteering their time, con-
tacts and efforts to this cause. This 
will allow them to make a direct im-
pact and to benefi t Make-A-Wish, 
Hudson Valley. For a child with a 
life-threatening medical condition, 
a wish experience can be a game-
changer.

EXIT is hosting an upscale net-
working event, where they can 
bring a extensive network of busi-
ness professionals together to sup-
port and raise funds for children 
with life-threatening medical con-
ditions to make their wishes come 
true. Through strategic partner-
ships, sponsorships, ticket sales, 
as well as silent and live auctions, 
EXIT will make a direct impact in 
its communities. With your support, 

they are certain to make the goal of 
10 wishes come true. EXIT relys on 
the generosity of their sponsors to 
help them grant more wishes every 
year. EXIT is grateful for each pro-
spective sponsor for their support of 
their mission. 

“We appreciate being a part of 
this wonderful community and wel-
come the opportunity to give back,” 
said Sonny Vataj, broker owner of 
EXIT Realty Group.

EXIT Realty is a by-invitation-
only company focused on the busi-
ness of real estate.  EXIT’s MIND-
SET Training Systems offer the 
industry’s best hands-on, interac-
tive sales training.  State-of-the-art 
technology, including geolocation 
Smart Signs™ provides innovative 
marketing solutions to home sellers 
and gives EXIT Realty agents the 
edge in a competitive marketplace. 

A portion of every transaction fee 
collected by EXIT Realty Corp. Inter-
national is applied to its charitable 
fund. To-date, $3 million has been 
pledged to Habitat for Humanity.

EXIT Realty Group is located at 
985 Allerton Avenue.  For more in-
formation, call (914) 262-4446 or visit 
www.EXITrealtygroup.com.

EXIT Realty offi ce gives 
back to the community

Action

Association

BY FRANK VERNUCCIO, JR.
As racial tensions esca-

late across America, it is time 
for an uncomfortable but ur-
gently needed conversation 
about race relations.

Many blacks correctly 
point to the reality that pov-
erty in their communities 
remains higher than the 
rest of the nation.  They note 
that young black males have 
higher rates of incarceration 
and altercations with police. 
Non-blacks point to a half-
century of anti-poverty and 
affi rmative action programs. 
Some blame police-black ten-
sions on a higher proclivity 
to respond negatively to law 
enforcement on the part of 
those youth, and suggest an 
absence of fathers as benevo-
lent authority fi gures leading 
to that attitude.

Both have a point.  Yes, 
there have been extensive 
anti-poverty programs, but 
those efforts have been a fail-
ure.  Poverty remains virtu-
ally unchanged in the half 
century since they were be-
gun.  The fact is, those en-
deavors have been a great 
benefi t to the politically con-
nected who administer them 
or who had the opportunity to 

work in them, but they have 
done precious little for the in-
tended recipients.  The rise of 
“poverty pimps” illustrates 
the problem.

After the elimination of 
offi cially sanctioned segre-
gation laws and the death of 
the Jim Crow environment, it 
seemed that the path to full fi -
nancial equality would fi nally 
begin.  The results, to say the 
least, have been disappoint-
ing.  In truth, Blacks have 
been denied the same chance 
to progress economically that 
other American groups once 
discriminated against have 
had (Irish, Italians, Asians, 
Jews, etc.) 

This denial was not the re-
sult of intentional discrimi-
nation, but rather the replace-
ment of the formerly dynamic 
and fl exible U.S. business en-
vironment with one laden 
with excessive taxes and reg-
ulations on the federal, state 
and local levels.  It is doubt-
ful that, given these condi-
tions, any prior downtrodden 
groups would have had a via-
ble shot at moving up the so-
cioeconomic ladder.

The failure of the Ameri-
can school system also plays 
a key role.  The philosophy 

of education was once heav-
ily tilted towards preparing 
students for success in the 
workplace.  About the same 
time as the Civil Rights move-
ment succeeded, however, ed-
ucational philosophy re-ori-
ented towards more esoteric 
goals—learning for learning 
sake.  The fact is, everyone 
can’t fi nd employment as col-
lege professors.  The tradi-
tional trades that helped the 
Irish, Italians, Asians, Jews 
and others to move into the 
middle class (and for many, 
beyond) were de-emphasized.

It is fascinating to note 
that in the one area where the 
anti-free free enterprise and 
excessively academic move-
ments didn’t take hold—the 
military—Blacks progressed 
in about the same way prior 
minority groups did.

The late Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan (D-NY) 
wrote extensively about a po-
litical environment which in-

advertently encouraged eco-
nomic dependency and the 
resulting loss of family val-
ues within the Black commu-
nity.      Dismissed by many on 
the left, his vision has been 
proven correct.

Progressive or leftist poli-
ticians have unintentionally 
caused harm to Black Amer-
ica through adherence to gov-
ernment programs and taxes 
as opposed to free enterprise, 
and the downplaying of tra-
ditional values. An accep-
tance of radical viewpoints 
and a proclivity to only favor 
Black candidates and elected 
offi cials who slavishly—the 
word is used intentionally—
stick to a liberal perspec-
tive has reduced the political 
clout of Blacks.  Consider the 
vicious comments made by 
progressive and liberal poli-
ticians and pundits about Su-
preme Court Justice Clarence 
Thomas, or former Secretary 
of State Condoleeza Rice. 

The rejection of these bril-
liant and accomplished indi-
viduals and the acceptance of 
hucksters such as Al Sharp-
ton indicate an agenda more 
about politics than truly end-
ing the history of discrimina-
tion against Blacks.  Consider 

the outright rejection of black 
candidates who ran in Repub-
lican primaries.

The white media shares 
blame with the politicians.  
It, too, has glorifi ed unsavory 
cultural leaders within the 
Black community, while re-
jecting those who have truly 
been a voice of reason.  It has 
failed to properly discuss the 
extreme harm done to minor-
ity communities committed 
by political criminals who 
rose to prominence as mayors 
in places like Washington, 
D.C. and Detroit.

It’s not just at the ballot 
box where this takes place.  In 
popular entertainment, the 
promotion of “gangsta” rap 
over more savory versions of 
that musical movement has 
created destructive role mod-
els.

A half century of failure 
and political self-interest is 
enough.  It’s time that tradi-
tional American economics 
and practices were given a 
chance.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at co-
mactainc.com. 
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Over 40 runners and walkers raced through Van Cortlandt Park on Sunday, June 26 to raise funds in support of BronxWorks at the organization’s second annual BronxWorks 5K. The ap-
proximately $30,000 raised to date will be voted on by staff to determine where the funds will go among three programmatic areas of need.

BRONXWORKS 5K AT VAN CORTLANDT PARK

The BronxWorks 5K participants celebrated after completing the race. Photo courtesy of BronxWorks

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held to mark the grand opening of the Rev. Alcides and Sarita Torres Community Garden on Saturday, July 9 at United Church of God, 184th Street on 4430 
Third Avenue. Hosted by Assemblyman Jose Rivera, the garden was made possible through generous donations from Home Depot, Lucca Restaurant, Da Franco and Tony’s Ristorante, 
Icehouse Cafe and Bronx Pizzeria.

TORRES COMMUNITY GARDEN GRAND OPENING

(back, l-r) Nakisha Nilsa, Helen Reyes, Assemblyman Jose Rivera, Evelyn Torres, John Denizard, Carlos 
Navarro, (front, l-r) Aldo Perez, Jaden Martinez, Sharon Joseph and Geraldo Martinez. 
 Photo courtesy of Bailey Provetto

(l-r) Nakisha Nilsa, Sharon Joseph and Jaden Hernandez tended to the new 
community garden. 
 Photo courtesy of Bailey Provetto
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TOM ALLON

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

By now even if you have 
not yet played Pokemon 
Go, you are more aware of 
it than your own breath-
ing. You have read that the 
app has been more down-
loaded than any other app, 
ever, and that it has actually 
convinced kids to leave the 
house to go play outside — a 
miracle! 

But you have probably 
also heard about the player 
who stumbled upon a dead 
body, and the two guys 
who walked off a cliff (but 
lived), and the 15-year-old 
who didn’t look up and got 
hit by a car. (She’s alive, 
too.) And then there were 
those four guys arrested in 
a black BMW somewhere 
in Missouri for waiting in 
a secluded area and robbing 
the Pokemon players who 
stopped by. 

So if you are part of the 
vast web of Very Concerned 
Adults whose life’s purpose 
seems to be dreaming up 
terrible things that can hap-
pen to kids anytime they 
venture beyond the kitchen, 
you can relax. You’ve got 
your stranger-danger sto-

ries. Phew! Now you can re-
mind us that anytime people 
are headed outside, especially 
kids, they had better think long 
and hard fi rst.

Following this incredibly 
predictable script, a bunch of 
our local television stations 
are solemnly warning us about 
scenarios they have made up in 
their heads: Reports CBS New 
York, “there are worries that 
sex offenders might use the app 
to lure children.” And, says 
NBC New York, the app “could 
potentially put young people at 
risk.”

Note to news editors: Wor-
ries are not the same as “reali-
ties.” What’s more, pretty much 
anything can “potentially” put 
young people at risk, includ-
ing eating dinner (they could 
choke!), playing baseball (they 
could get hit by a bat!) and at-
tending school (what if they fall 
off the stage during a produc-
tion of “Annie”?).

As delightful as Pokemon 
Go is to play — I love it and I’ve 
never played video games (or 
whatever this is) before — it al-
most seems to be more exciting 
to the authorities who can spit 
out a new set of warnings faster 

than you can say, “Air time.”
And so all the way across 

the country, the San Francisco 
Police Department took it upon 
itself to tell moms and dads that 
they should “know where your 
kids are going when playing 
with the app” and “set limits” 
— as if parents couldn’t pos-
sibly fi gure this out for them-
selves. As if this whole “kids 
going outside” thing is just so 
new and crazy.

The ’Frisco Fear-mongers 
also published this Pokemon 
Go Safety Tip: “Know your sur-
roundings and pay attention to 

where you’re going and who is 
around you. Slow car parallel-
ing a person on foot might be a 
sign it’s a getaway car.”

Um, yeah. Except that with 
literally 15,000,000 people play-
ing this game across the entire 
country for the past week, we 
have that one BMW in Mis-
souri to point to as an actual 
menace.

Meantime, over in England, 
which you’d think has bigger 
problems to freak out about, 
the authorities are warning 
that the app could be used to 
make children “easily acces-
sible to criminals” — and they 
don’t even have the game there 
yet! 

It is almost like there’s a 
parallel universe out there: 
Game players get points for 
fi nding Pokemon, and the 
warning-class gets points for 
dreaming up Hollywood horror 
movie plots. But the warners 
also get massive publicity, be-
cause nothings sells like kids 
in peril. Even if they aren’t in 
peril. (Can I remind us all here 
that stranger-danger is the 
least likely of crimes?)

So the other morning I 
was walking around my bus-

tling neighborhood, Jack-
son Heights, when I saw one 
mom showing another mom 
the app. The explainer had 
her 10-year-old son with her. 
“Can he go out on his own to 
play?” I (a stranger!) asked.

“Oh no, no, no,” she said, 
as if I’d queried, “Would you 
bathe your child in acid?” 
The other mom agreed: No 
way.

“What age do you think 
you’ll let them play on their 
own?”

Answered Mom #1, 
grimly laughing: “28.” 

The Pokemon game is so 
fun, so simple, so sharable, it 
is as if the company invented 
the 21st century equivalent 
of the ball — a toy kids can 
play with on their own, or 
in a group, or when they’re 
walking down the street.

But the ball came of age 
before the warning industry, 
indeed before the dawn of 
history, so kids simply got to 
go outside and play with it.

Imagine that.
Lenore Skenazy is author 

and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a 
contributor at Reason.com. 

How to make everything sound dangerous: Pokemon Go edition

When I went to Columbia 
Journalism School in 1985, we 
were taught that good journal-
ism “comforts the affl icted and 
affl icts the comfortable.”

Sydney Schanberg life’s 
work embodies that motto.

Schanberg, passed away 
this weekend, and the perilous 
craft of investigative journal-
ism has lost yet another of its 
fi nest.

He’s best known for his cou-
rageous war-zone reporting 
from Cambodia during the fall 
of Phonm Penh in 1975 and his 
chronicling of the savage geno-
cide by Pol Pot and the Khmer 
Rouge. He won a Pulitzer for 
that but, more importantly, he 
showed the world another side 
of himself through his close re-
lationship with his interpreter, 
Dith Pran.

Schanberg and Pran saved 
each other’s lives during this 
period and forged a bond that 
was chronicled in Schanberg’s 
best-selling book “The Death 
and Life of Dith Pran.”

That book made it to the big 
screen (“The Killing Fields”) 
and the relationship between 
Schanberg and Dith, played by 
Sam Waterston and Dr. Haing 

S. Ngor, was witnessed by mil-
lions who learned of this bru-
tal episode in history.

Schanberg was a prickly, 
hard-bitten journalist who 
didn’t suffer fools. When he 
returned from Cambodia, he 
was on the fast track at the 
New York Times: fi rst as met-
ropolitan editor and then as 
an op-ed columnist, covering 
metro matters. A column in 
the Times is generally akin 
to an appointment to the Su-
preme Court — you either re-
tire or die in that post.

But Sydney Schanberg 
wasn’t your typical columnist 
and he wasn’t your typical 
Timesman. He always spoke 
truth to power, going after ra-
pacious developers like Donald 
Trump and Harry Macklowe, 
and shining a light on other 
miscreants in Gotham.

His unrelenting criticism 
of the Times coverage of West-
way, a controversial waterfront 
road project that will forever 
be linked to Donald Trump, ul-
timately led to his demise. He 
was unceremoniously dumped 
from the op-ed page and he be-
came a media wanderer for the 
next few decades.

I got to know Schanberg in 
1985 at the Times when I inter-
viewed to be his assistant. We 
had a candid conversation, he 
seemed to like me and I walked 
out feeling good about my pros-
pects. And then a phone call 
from him came two days later 
“I’m not going to hire you,” 
were the disarmingly candid 
words he uttered. “But I’d like 
you to freelance for me and do 
research for some of my inves-
tigative columns, okay?”

Sure, I replied, and we 
vowed to get together in a few 
weeks to discuss this potential 
gig. 

It never happened, however, 
because shortly thereafter his 
column was discontinued.

Fast forward 15 years later 
and I was the publisher and 
co-owner of a group of weekly 
newspapers in Manhattan. I 
had an idea to start a political 
weekly newspaper titled “City 
Hall.” I was looking for a high-
profi le editor. I called Sydney 
Schanberg. He was available 
and he liked my idea.

For the next few months we 
worked together on the paper. 
He was happy to create a hard-
hitting publication that would 

shine a light on malfeasance 
in city government. He mocked 
up a number of front pages and 
interior sections in pencil, all 
with creative ideas and biting 
sensibility. This was in August 
of 2001. We planned a launch 
date of October that year.

But alas, the Twin Tow-
ers came tumbling down a 
few weeks later and it was not 
a propitious time to launch a 
newspaper in lower Manhat-
tan, where the air still reeked 
of 9-11.

Sydney Schanberg grace-
fully told me that he under-
stood our poor timing and 
that he was going to move on, 
but to keep in touch if we ever 
wanted to re-visit the City Hall 
newspaper idea.

I eventually was able to 
launch that newspaper in 2006, 
fi ve years later, incorporating 
some of Sydney’s ideas and zeal 
for covering government.

And now, as I plan the 10th 
Anniversary issue and gala 
for the publication we fi rst 
conceived in 2001 (now called 
“City and State”), comes word 
of Sydney Schanberg’s death at 
82, of a heart attack.

I hope that his passing can 

be a lesson to all of us who toil 
in media that we can give in 
to the better angels of our na-
ture and be more like Sydney 
Schanberg. His reporting from 
Cambodia, his extraordinary 
friendship with Dith Pran, his 
tough-nosed columns about 
New York’s rogues gallery of 
characters, they all added up 
to an extraordinary career.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

The death of a legendary journalist
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(l-r) Sherri Nelson, Jeff Nelson, Laura Behnke and Roy White had a great time at the gala. 
 Photo courtesy of BronxWorks

BronxWorks hosted its annual gala celebration on Monday, June 13 at 583 Park Avenue in 
Manhattan. This year’s honorees were volunteers, Beth Lehmann and Tamara Lipshie who 
organize BronxWorks Bedtime Stories program for shelter children along with Nixon Pea-
body LLP and St. Barnabas Hospital Health System.

BRONXWORKS HOSTS ANNUAL GALA

Northwest Bedford Park resident Eduardo Santamaria was awarded the rank of Eagle Scout 
on Sunday, June 19 at a Court of Honor of Troop 21. Santamaria earned 28 merit badges 
which is seven more than required for the highest rank in Scouting. A Wadleigh High School 
for Performing and Visual Arts graduate, Santamaria led a team to clean, prune, weed, plant 
and raked St. James Park for his leadership project.

BEDFORD PARK BOY SCOUT EARNS EAGLE RANK

Santamaria (2nd from r) with his parents David (l) and Patricia and his former scoutmaster 
Robinson Pereyra (1st from r). Photo courtesy of Bill Darger

Many Bronxites were eager to get their hair done at the newly reopened Forever Young Hair 
Salon. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Diana Kodro, assistant, and Magdalena Makos, owner, with Rev. Berberis. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Pelham Bay-based Forever Young Hair Salon offi cially opened for business on Friday, July 15 at its new 1610 Crosby Avenue location. Zoodohos Peghe Church pastor Rev. Sylvester Berberis 
attended the grand opening and offered a prayer and blessed the new local business.

FOREVER YOUNG HAIR SALON’S GRAND OPENING

(l-r) Vanessa Clermont, Isabella, Guadalupe, 
Emele, Karen Stoute, Bryanna, Kristy Paz and 
Luis worked together at the Farmers Market 
Kids Program .Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The South Bronx Farmers Market hosted 
‘Farmers Market Kids’, a series of food prep-
aration and information classes promoting 
healthy eating for city children on Saturday, 
July 16 at East 138th Street.

FARMERS MARKET 
KIDS TAKE ROOT
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Calvary Hospital hosted a second letter writing event for the 
restoration of a historic Torah Scroll housed at its Bronx campus 
on Sunday, June 26.Rabbi Levi Selwyn from Sofer On Site aided 
supporters of all ages in writing their ceremonial letter. The 
scroll, No. 515, was originally from the town of Taus-Domazlice in 
what is now the present day Czech Republic and is on permanent 
loan to Calvary Hospital from the Memorial Scrolls Trust in Lon-
don. The hospital’s goal is to completely repair the Torah by the 
end of the year so it will once again can be used in services and 
Jewish rituals. The next and fi nal letter writing event is slated 
for Sunday, September 25. 

CALVARY HOSPITAL HOSTS
 TORAH RESTORATION

The Goldfi scher famiy and Rabbi Levi Selwyn (r) joined others in 
restoring a historic 135-year-old Torah Scroll. 
 Photo courtesy of Calvary Hospital

(back, l-r) SETENTA’s Fabien Hily, percussion and vocals; Ma-
thieu Edouard, drums and vocals; Joe Bataan; Vergile Raffa-
elli, bass; Osman, Jr., vocals and percussion; Tchoubine Colin, 
percussion and vocals; Laurent Guillet, guitars and vocals; 
(front, l-r) Florian Pellissier, keyboard; Yvonne Bataan and 
Benjamin Levy. Photo by Miriam Quin

Music legend Joe Bataan gave a crowd-pleasing per-
formance at SummerStage 2016. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Joe Bataan, the ‘King of Latin Soul’ performed with SETENTA, a Latin Soul Band from Paris, France, for an electrifying 
SummerStage 2016 concert on Wednesday, July 13 at St. Mary’s Park. Presented by Paris-New York Festival, Bataan 
performed several crowd-pleasing tracks with the funky Latin septet including their beloved single, ‘My Rainbow’.

JOE BATAAN, SETENTA AT ST. MARY’S

St. Raymond High School for Boys athletes Christian Garcia, 
William Alago and Benny Potter were selected to join City Stars 
Lacrosse, an elite lacrosse club focusing on the individual player 
on Monday, July 11. The trio have been chosen to join the City 
Stars elite team to refi ne their skills and talent in a four-game 
tournament this summer.

ST. RAY’S ATHLETES JOIN 
CITY STAR LACROSSE

(l-r) Christian Garcia, Class of 2019; William Alago, Class of 2018 
and Benny Potter, Class of 2018 were selected to join City Stars 
Lacrosse. Photo courtesy of St. Raymond High School for Boys

Over 200 residents of all ages enjoyed a night of music at the Schuyler Hill Civic Association’s family-friendly summer 
celebration on Sunday, July 3 featuring a beach concert performance by Three of a Kind. The civic association kept the 
summer fun going with its Children’s Carnival held on Saturday, July 9 where children of all ages enjoyed playing games, 
eating cotton candy, zeppolis and hot dogs and had their faces painted.

SCHUYLER HILL CIVIC SUMMER CELEBRATION

Some residents enjoyed the band’s performance while sitting at 
the patio overlooking the beautiful waterfront. 
 Photo courtesy of Schuyler Hill Civic Association

(l-r) Michael, Diana, Ella, Mikaela, Paris and Elliot 
had a great time at SHCA’s Children’s Carnival. 
 Photo courtesy of Schuyler Hill Civic Association
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“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!

NITROGEN FILLED TIRES
BETTER GAS MILEAGE

LONGER TIRE LIFE
IMPROVED HANDLING

DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

PICTURE PERFECT
4-WHEEL ALLIGNMENT

National Accounts
Welcomed!

Commercial Accounts
Welcomes!

ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR

24/48-Hour Turnaround Service

Full Service Reconditioning and
Straightening Services Provided

We Stock Factory OEM Wheels

FREE Pick-up and Delivery Follow Us On

Facebook

Ask For Our Lease Return Specials.
Don’t Get Over Charged By The Dealer

We provide High tech straightening to back to 
near factory standards

WELDING
High quality TIG Welding for your wheel 
cracks needs

SAND BLASTING
High quality method for surface preparations

REFINISHING/RECONDITIONING
High Quality finihes with our state of the art CNC 
Lathe and Computerized Color Matching Equipment

POWDER COATING
Custom Colors and texture to make your 
wheels stand out

STRAIGHTENING
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

• BCA, Assemblyman Dinowtiz Concert Series.......47

• Bartow-Pell Mansion Sunset Classical Concert....47

• Do You Remember - McNamara’s Hobo Travels..48

Sunset Wednesdays at Wave Hill
Wave Hill,  675 West 252nd Street, 

will be hosting the following Sunset 
Wednesdays events:

Wednesday, August 3: Stories In 
The Garden: Plink! Plunk! Stories 
About Water: Each week, Wave Hill 
educators share some of their favorite 
nature tales. These stories—classics 
and more—come to life through inter-
active readings, sing-alongs and pup-
petry. Join us this week for splashy 
stories and songs about water, rain and 
the weather. We’ll be reading Bringing 
the Rain to Kapiti Plain by Verna Aar-
dema, Water Can Be… by Laura Pur-
die Salas and What Will The Weather 
Be Like Today? by Paul Rogers. Pro-
grams are held outdoors, but move 
into Wave Hill House in inclement 
weather. Ideal for children ages three 
to six with an adult. Free with admis-
sion to the grounds.

Wednesday, August 3: Sunset Yoga: 
Enjoy a peaceful evening yoga class on 
the lawns of Wave Hill. Participants 
should bring a mat, dress in loosely fi t-
ting clothing and expect to be outside 

unless precipitation or excessive hu-
midity is present and the class moves 
indoors. All levels welcome. $25/$15 
Wave Hill Member.

Wednesday, August 3: Sunset 
Wednesdays Welcome Walk: An expe-
rienced Wave Hill guide will be your 
concierge for this drop-in tour. Explore 
what makes the gardens so unique, and 
learn how to maximize your Wave Hill 
experience this summer. Free with ad-
mission to the grounds.

Wednesday, August 3: Sunset 
Wednesdays Outdoor Music: Libby 
Richman Quartet: Each Sunset 
Wednesday, enjoy outdoor concerts 
by vibrant New York City musicians 
who will bring a pop sensibility to 
their performance on Wave Hill’s 
Great Lawn. Based in the Bronx, sax-
ophonist Libby Richman leads her 
ensemble, which plays original con-
temporary jazz. Her sound echoes 
many infl uences including classical, 
Latin and current music. Libby has 
shared the stage with jazz luminar-
ies Lou Donaldson, guitarist John 

Hart, Cameron Brown, Virginia May-
hew and drummer Sylvia Cuenca. As 
a side musician she has performed 
with Leslie Gore, Martha Reeves, The 
Shirelles, the Earls, The Duprees, The 
Kit McClure Big Band and The Guy 
Lombardo Orchestra. The concert in-
cludes the pop tunes “Happy” (Pharell 

Williams) and “Sunny” (Bobby Hebb), 
and the musical theater classic, “To-
night”, from West Side Story. 

Visitors may bring a lawn chair 
and picnic during the performance. 
Free with admission to the grounds.

For further information call (718) 
549-3200 ext. 232.

Wave Hill Sunset Yoga participants.                      Courtesy of Joshua Bright
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NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC

The Bronx Council on the Arts 

and Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinow-

itz present a summer concert series 
through Monday, August 17 in the 
morthwest Bronx. The venue hosts 
and co-presenters are Amalgam-
ated/Park Reservoir Housing Coop-
eratives, Williamsbridge Oval Recre-
ation Center, Riverdale YM-YWHA, 
and Henry Hudson Park. All con-
certs are free and open to the public. 
All are welcome.

Monday, August 1, 7 to 9 p.m. at 
Henry Hudson Park: Just Nuts Party 
Dance Band will entertain you with 
music of all eras, from blasts from 
the past to the best boogyin’ of today. 
Enjoy an evening of swing, jazz, soul, 
Motown, rock and pop with this long-
time music staple of the Bronx. 

Thursday, August 4, 7 to 9 p.m. at 
Amalgamated Train Park: Ginetta’s 
Vendetta featuring Jazz and stan-
dards by singer, composer and trum-
peter Ginetta M. and her group.

Tuesday, August 9, 7 to 7 p.m. at 
Henry Hudson Park: The Mystery 
Tour Beatles Tribute Band — Close 
your eyes and hear the Beatles. Open 
them and see the Beatles. The fi ve 
members of “The Mystery Tour” 
faithfully reproduce the look and 
sounds of Beatlemania with authen-
tic sounds and costumes. This is an 
indoor concert.

Wednesday, August 11, 7 to 9 
p.m. at Williamsbridge Oval Rec-
reation Center: Orquesta SCC per-
forms. This Salsa orchestra formed 
by founder, composer and conguero 
Jose Vazquez-Cofresi, re-creates the 
genuine Latin style and sound in a 
manner that befi ts the modern era of 
music.

Tuesday, August 16,7 to 9 p.m. at 
Amalgamated Train Park: Donald 
Vega celebrates the Jamaican jazz 
icon, Monty Alexander.  Pianist, Don-
ald Vega puts together a hard-swing-
ing compilation of Monty’s great, 
early compositions. 

Thursday, August 20, 7 to  9 p.m. 
at the Riverdale YM-YWHA: NY Sky-
scrapers and Friends. Enjoy this 
American contemporary band of top 
seasoned musicians and four fabu-
lous singers for an evening of contem-
porary pop, funk, jazz, R&B and soul.

The Riverdale YM-YWHA is lo-
cated at 5625 Arlington Avenue. The 
Amalgamated/Park Reservoir Hous-
ing Cooperatives is located at 98 Van 
Cortlandt Park South. Outdoor Con-
certs will be held in the Amalgam-
ated Train Park at the corner of Or-
loff Avenue and Gale Place. Bring 
your own chairs and/or blankets.  
Rain Location: Vladeck Hall at 74 
Van Cortlandt Park South. 

Williamsbridge Oval Recreation 

Center is located at 3225 Reservoir 
Oval East.   Outdoor Concerts: Wil-
liamsbridge Oval in the ball fi eld. 
Rain Location: Second Floor Multi-
Purpose Room. Bring your blankets. 
Note: Chairs are not permitted on the 
ball fi eld.

Henry Hudson Park is located at 
Independence Avenue and Kappock 
Street. This is an outdoor concert. 
Bring your own chairs and/or blan-
kets.

* * *

Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum 
will present its summer sunset clas-
sical concert series on three Thurs-
day evenings in August, and Septem-
ber. The three-concert series features 
award-winning musicians with inter-
national acclaim. Concerts take place 
in the double parlors of the circa-1840 
Greek-revival mansion overlooking 
the formal gardens. Guests will be 
able to explore the mansion, watch 
the sunset, and listen to high-quality 
classical music in a unique, intimate 
and scenic setting for an affordable 
price of $20 per concert, or $50 for the 
three-concert series.

 Thursday, August 18, 7 to 8 p.m.: 
Sing We Enchanted with Rockland 
String Quartet and David Bara-
nowski: This thirteen-member com-
bined ensemble features Sing We 
Enchanted performing “Bach to the 

Future” with the Rockland String 
Quartet and David Baranowski on 
harpsichord. Sing We Enchanted is 
an a cappella vocal ensemble whose 
repertoire extends from the Renais-
sance to modern times, directed by 
founder Nell Macdonald.

 Thursday, September 15, 7 to 8 
p.m.: Kristina Giles and Rebecca 
Pechefsky: Violinist Kristina Giles 
and harpsichordist Rebecca Pechef-
sky perform sonatas of the late-Ba-
roque period. The end of the Baroque 
Era also happened to be the dawn of 
a new age: one that highlighted the 
fl ashiness and virtuosity of the vio-
lin as a solo instrument. 

The selections in this program in-
clude two pieces written by violinists 
who helped stretch the technique of 
violinists, and the ears of the audi-
ence as well. Francesco Maria Vera-
cini is best described as a precursor 
to Paganini, and Jean-Marie Leclair 
was regarded by some as the founder 
of the French violin school. These 
unique works are complemented by 
a selection of harpsichord solos by 
Antonio Soler, a Spanish composer of 
the late-Baroque period. 

 Registration is requested, and 
tickets may be purchased in advance 
by calling (718) 885-1461, via email to 
info@bpmm.org; or online at www.
bpmm.org. 

BCA, Assemblyman Dinowitz concert series
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$5,000 Raffle*
$25 per ticket

Make checks payable to 
2780 Schurz Ave, Bronx, NY 10465

  I am purchasing ____ dinner reservations at $50 each.

  I am purchasing ____ raffle tickets at $25 each.
Raffles will be drawn Thursday, August 6, 2015 at fundraiser.

Winner need not be present.

I would like to make a donation in the amount of 

____________________ to Preston Center of Compassion.

or
visit our web site at www.prestoncenterofcompassion.org to make an on-line donation

Preston Center of Compassion (a sponsored ministry of the Sisters of the Divine Compassion) is a welcoming community
that addresses critical community needs by providing counseling, mentoring, leadership, empowerment, spirituality,

and educational support services and programs for women, children and families who are most in need. 

PCC is a 501(c)(3) organization separate from Preston High School.

Name ___________________________________________________

Address _______________________Email _____________________

Space has been donated by SCHUYLER HILL FUNERAL HOME

Please join us for our

6:30 - 10:30 PM

Honorees
Donna Santarpia Spitz

CFO, Haymarket Media Group 
Outgoing President, PCC Board of Trustees, Amazing Supporter and Friend to Preston Center of Compassion

and Sisters of the Divine Compassion

Rebecca Boivin & Tracy Roddey
Director of Operations and Finance & ������������!���"�"#�$%�'��*�$��+��*/��0�1����2+34"���+�

Tireless Contributors and Supporters of Preston Center of Compassion and Sisters of the Divine Compassion

Sponsored in part by:

Bronx

1st Prize
2nd Prize

3rd Prize

4th Prize

5th Prize

$5,000*
iPad Pro

Manhattan Getaway Weekend

Sports Mania Package

Mani/Pedi and $500 Peter Thomas Roth 
Gift Certificate

Raffle will be drawn Thursday, August 4th, 2016
For more information, email pwarner@prestoncenterofcompassion.org

*If under 400 tickets are sold, the prize with be 50% of total ticket sales

August 4th, 2016

John McNamara’s hobo travels recalled
Just about everyone you 

speak with will agree that no 
recent Bronx historian can 
produce the quality and orig-
inality of John McNamara’s 
columns.

He began writing them 
in 1956 and continued do-
ing so for the next 44 years. 
He set the standard for those 
of us who followed by look-
ing into areas where no one 
else thought to venture and 
sharing his fi ndings with 
his readers, many of whom 
would follow his stories week 
in and week out. His column 
was often the fi rst thing peo-
ple read upon opening their 
paper.

 It wasn’t just Bronx his-
tory that was captured by his 
pen, but he also set about re-
cording his vast and varied 
trips around the globe. That 
in itself sets him apart from 
other journalists as many of 
his experiences can never be 
re-lived. 

His chronicles on the 
Great Depression have cap-
tured that historic epic as 
he lived it. The same can be 
said about his “riding the 
rails” as a hobo or travel-

ing aboard tramp steamers 
with no fi xed schedule. Some 
things do change and some 
experiences simply cannot 
be repeated. 

John’s world of yore has 
come and gone. We, for our 
part, can be grateful not 
only for his wanderlust, but 
also that he had the skill and 
craftsmanship to capture 
such a broad slice of his life 
in writing.

 Fortunately, some of 
those stories were recounted 
in his last book, “McNa-
mara’s Vagabond Travels.” 
Each is a little historical 
gem polished to perfection 
by the master himself. He ap-
proved the proof copy of the 
book shortly before his death 
on October 15, 2004, just a 
couple of months shy of his 
92nd birthday. His daughter, 
Betty, then followed the book 
through the production pro-
cess.

 Look at the front cover 

and you’ll note that it reads 
“Vol. 1 - The Early Years.” 
This book was meant to be 
the fi rst in a series about his 
global travels. 

What surprised everyone 
is that the book simply didn’t 
sell very well, negating the 
need for further volumes. 
Everyone who read the book 
was mesmerized by it saying 
that it read like a fast-paced 
novel. Unfortunately, there 
was no money in the budget 
for advertising so the pub-
lisher had to rely on press-
releases only.

 The book is not easy 
to fi nd, but if you’re look-
ing for a copy, you can con-
tact Bunratty Publishing at 
4265 Alma Street, Palo Alto, 
California 94306 or you can 
email bunratty@mail.com. 
The book has 221 fascinat-
ing pages and is moderately 
priced at $19.95. The Bronx 
County Historical Society 
also has copies for sale. John McNamara’s Vagabond Travels.

REPRINTED FROM7/19/2012
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Michael Anthony Hair Lounge celebrated the grand opening of its 3040 E. Tremont Avenue business location on Saturday, July 9.

MICHAEL ANTHONY HAIR LOUNGE OPENS

The Throggs Neck Merchants Association joined Mike Tibbatts (front, c), his friends, staff and family in celebrating Michael Anthony Hair Lounge’s grand opening. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Thousands of Bronxites and their 
families joined the Friends of 
Soundview Park in celebrating the 
seventh annual Soundview Park 
Art and Music Festival on Sunday, 
July 10 at Soundview Park.

SOUNDVIEW
ART & MUSIC

 FESTIVAL

Artist Leo Burbulis added fi nish-
ing touches to his giant psyche-
delic mural. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(l-r) Jose Peralta from Sanctuary for Fami-
lies; Dr. Jose Rivera, coalition facilitator; 
Anne Johnson, Soundview Resident Council 
president; Housing offi cers Batista-Fernan-
dez and Paulino and Maxine Rice. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

As part of its 2016 Drug Free Action Plan, the 
Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition 
hosted a senior roundtable on Tuesday, July 
12 at the Soundview Senior Center. The Ccoali-
tion listened to Soundview seniors who gave 
their input, advice and wisdom regarding 
methods to end drug and alcohol use among 
the community’s youth.

DRUG FREE
 COALITION’S SENIOR

 ROUNDTABLE

‘El Gallo Salsero’ himself, Tito 
Rojas serenaded thousands 
of SummerStage 2016 concert 
goers with his trademark salsa 
sound on Thursday, July 14 at 
St. Mary’s Park.

TITO ROJAS 
AT ST. 

MARY’S PARK

Salsa super star Tito Rojas 
(2nd from r) performed in 
front of his many excited con-
cert goers. Photo by Miriam Quin
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The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition met at Odyssey House to discuss future events. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Soundview Community Drug Free Coalition met for its July meeting on Tuesday, July 12 at the Odyssey House to discuss its 12-month action plan and coordinate family activities in the 
coming year.

SOUNDVIEW’S DRUG FREE COALITION MEETS

Cancer patients, survivors, their families and CHAM staff members celebrated completing this year’s Stomp Out Sarcoma Walk at Van Cortlandt Park. Photo by Adi Talwar

Nearly 100 cancer patients, survivors, family members, staff from the Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore and local residents participated in the annual ‘Stomp Out Sarcoma Walk’ on Saturday, 
July 9 at Van Cortlandt Park as part of July’s Sarcoma Awareness Month.

MONTEFIORE HOSTS STOMP OUT SARCOMA WALK’

Community members and police offi cers met 
for a ‘Stop the Violence’ basketball tourna-
ment on Friday, July 8 at the Boston Secor 
Basketball Playground in response to recent 
shootings in the area and across the na-
tion. The event was organized by local youth 
leaders, Romeo Davis and Rod Jenkins and 
sponsored by their organizations, the Young 
Kings and Queens Chess Club and New York 
Patriots.  

‘STOP THE VIOLENCE’ 
BASKETBALL TOURN

The New York Patriots and Eastchester Gar-
dens basketball teams with NYPD Housing 
Police, event organizers and coaches. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

He added: “Our staff has worked 
tirelessly to achieve this distinction 
and the teamwork we demonstrate on 
a day-in, day-out basis saves lives.”

There is an expectation that Level 
1 trauma centers like Jacobi be re-
gional leaders in education, injury 
prevention, and research and per-
formance improvement, said Teper-
man. 

Because of this, members of the 
Jacobi staff contribute to the body of 
research on trauma by publishing ar-
ticles on what they learn in leading 
peer-reviewed medical journals that 
have national and international read-
ership.   

Bringing Jacobi’s trauma cen-
ter up to the new Level 1 standards 
cost millions, and required putting 
in place permanent staffi ng and re-
source changes, as well as changes to 
record-keeping, said the doctor. 

The hospital cannot rest on its lau-
rels, added Teperman, who said that 
as part of the Level 1 designation the 

Jacobi ER in great shape; passes rigorous trauma care evaluation
From page 1

Members of the Jacobi Medical Center trauma team in front of an ambulance at the hospital. Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center

Third Annual
GOLF CLASSIC

JOIN US FOR OUR

Thursday, September 15, 2016
Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf Courses
11am: Registration & Lunch 1:00pm Golf Start

Dinner and Awards Reception
To Follow Golf

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
For More Information

Please Call 917-224-8195 Or Email korres@gmail.com

facility must commit to continued im-
provement and be evaluated by ACS 

every three years. 
“We constantly examine and reex-

amine ways to improve the care we 
provide,” he said. 

Community Board 11 approves commercial rezoning request
From page 1

The ULURP is requesting a C2-2 
overlay in the current R4 and R4A 

area.
This will permit commercial uses 

on this stretch of Morris Park.
The overlay, if approved, would 

apply to all Williamsbridge Road 
properties from Van Nest Avenue to 
Pierce Avenue on both sides of the 
street.

The rezoning request wll now 
go to City Planning, New York City  
Council and the mayor’s office for fi-
nal approval.

The law offi ces of Klein, Calderoni & Santucci has applied for a commercial rezoning of Wil-
liamsbridge Road from Van Nest to Pierce avenues. Photo Courtesy of Robert Christie
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ADVERTORIAL

Safety should be a top pri-
ority for everyone sharing 
the road, including cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians. 
The following are a few tips 
each of those groups of trav-
elers can employ to ensure 
the roads stay safe for ev-
eryone.

Cyclists

same traffic rules as auto-
mobile drivers. Stop for red 
lights and stop signs, signal 
lane changes or turns, and 

drive on the correct side of 
the road.

Oftentimes, drivers exit 
their vehicles and do not 

or cyclists. You can be hit 
by a swinging car door.

-
able as possible. This could 
include using a light or 

your presence to drivers.

and other applicable safety 
equipment.

it is safe to ride. 

child) if it is not designed to 
do so. Riding on the handle-
bars or behind the cyclist 
can be dangerous.

or headphones while cy-
cling. You want all of your 
senses to be available to 
avoid accidents.

-
ers’ blind spots so you’ll be 
more visible.

could injure pedestrians.

Pedestrians

-
rection of traffic.

all traffic has stopped be-
fore crossing the road or 

not pulled out into traffic.

pedestrians running to 
catch a bus or stepping out 
into traffic after exiting a 
bus. Remember, there will 
be another bus behind the 
one you’re chasing and safe-
ty is more important.

-
ing at night.

interstates on foot. 

SAFETY NOT JUST DRIVERS’ RESPONSIBILITY
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“We feel this recruiting class addresses all of our 
needs and gives us great addition to our front 
line with three players that can come in and play 
right away.”
STEVE MASIELLO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

PIPE
DREAMS

By Sean Connolly

Maybe it’s me but, there 
seems to be no room for drugs 
in sports. Many athletes try to 
get the extra edge on their op-
ponents. It happens in every 
sport, top names athletes get-
ting older while the younger 
ones are getting stronger. I 
feel that any players using 
drugs to improve themselves 
should be banned for life. 
All their records should be 
erased. If athletes feel they 
want to take the chance, the 
penalties should be high. If 
countries try to cheat in the 
Olympics, they should be 
banned and never allowed to 
host the games.

Russia was always thought 
of using drugs to improve 
their chances of bring home 
the gold during the Olym-
pics. An investigation com-
missioned by the World Anti-
Doping Agency (Wada) says 
Russia’s sports ministry “di-
rected, controlled and over-
saw” manipulation of urine 
samples provided by its ath-
letes. International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) presi-
dent Thomas Bach described 
the commission’s fi ndings 
as a “shocking and unprece-
dented attack on the integrity 
of sport and on the Olympic 
Games” and pledged to en-
force the “toughest sanctions 
available” against those im-
plicated. Grigory Rodchenkov 
claimed he doped dozens of 
athletes before the 2014 Win-
ter Olympics, which were held 
in Sochi, Russia. Rodchen-
kov also alleged he had been 
helped by the Russian secret 
service. He claimed they had 
worked out how to open and 
reseal supposedly tamper-
proof bottles that were used 
for storing urine samples so 
the contents could be replaced 
with “clean” urine.

The commission was set 
up to look into Rodchenkov’s 
claims that he doped dozens 
of athletes, including at least 
15 medalists, in the build-up 
to Sochi. He claims this was 
the result of an elaborate and 
orchestrated plot with the 
Russian government, which 

Continued on Page 63

BY LAURA AMATO
Harrison Bader was play-

ing Little League, fi nding 
his footing in the game that 
would come to shape his life 
when his father taught him a 
very valuable lesson. 

“He’d always tell me, ‘Har-
rison, you’ve got to hit the 
play,’” Bader said. “He was al-
ways a huge Yankee fan and 
he grew up watching Roger 
Maris and Mickey Mantle. 
Those guys hit, so I kind of 
grew up with the understand-
ing of having to hit the plays. 
Obviously the other things 
are important too, but I think 
I’ve always been focused on 
hitting.”

Bader, a standout at Hor-
ace Mann School during high 
school, has taken his father’s 
advice to heart since being 
drafted in the third round by 
the St. Louis Cardinals last 
year. 

He’s skyrocketed up the 
minor-league ladder and, ear-
lier this month, was called-up 
to the Memphis Redbirds, the 
Cardinals Triple-A affi liate. 

It was a call Bader wasn’t 
entirely expecting, but one 
he appreciated just the same. 
He’s also well aware that his 
performance at the plate is 
a big reason why his phone 
rang in the fi rst place. 

“I think a lot of it has to 
do with performance and I’ve 
been fortunate to have a good 
year or so in pro ball,” Bader 
said. 

“I really do have a great 
support system both on and 
off the fi eld. I have a relation-
ship with my teammates and 
then just countless coaches 
and my family and people I’ve 
been in contact with over the 
years. They’ve all helped me 
keep my head on straight and 
allowed me to just go out and 
focus on baseball.”

Bader’s support system has 
allowed him to not only just 
play baseball, but excel. 

In his fi rst fi ve games with 
the Redbirds, the outfi elder is 
hitting .238 with fi ve hits, in-
cluding one home run, in 21 at 
bats. 

Bader hasn’t changed his 

approach at the plate since be-
ing drafted and his cool head 
in the box is also the product 
of some previous advice. 

The former Florida Gator 
credits assistant coach Brad 
Weitzel with helping him fi ne-
tune his offensive approach 
and, now that he’s a pro, he 
hasn’t changed a thing. 

“Brad would always tell 
me that the most basic idea 
was to keep things simple,” 
Bader said. “So whenever 
you have success, you have to 
stick with it. So no regardless 
the level or the pitcher on the 
mound, you always have to re-

vert back to the most simple 
thing and what works for you 
as a player.”

Bader has kept his former 
coach’s voice in his head since 
he fi rst took the diamond as 
a pro, refusing to alter his 
stance or his swing for any-
one – even Triple-A pitching 
talent. 

“Some pitchers will try 
and dictate what you do and go 
outside your comfort zone, but 
don’t let change you,” Bader 
said. “I think that Brad helped 
me understand that and that’s 
really helped me as a pro. I go 
back to what I do well and just 

keep it simple.”
Bader’s career thus far 

may have been shaped by the 
advice he’s received, but when 
it comes to the future he’s go-
ing to listen to himself a bit. 
In fact, he’s already got a per-
sonal motto. 

Bader is focused on one 
day at a time; nothing more, 
nothing less. 

“The only thing I’m trying 
to accomplish on a day-to-day 
basis to be honest is to have 
some kind of affect or infl u-
ence in my team’s hopeful vic-
tory,” Bader said. “That’s the 
only thing that matters.”

FORMER HORACE MANN STAR
FINDS SUCCESS IN MINOR LEAGUE

Former Horace Mann star Harrison Bader has skyrocketed up the minor league baseball ladder since being 
drafted by the St. Louis Cardinals last year. Roger Cotton/Memphis Redbirds
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BY TREY RODRIGUEZ
Hoops in the Sun’s 

annual all-star Sun-
day is an event un-
like any other at Or-
chard Beach. The sun 
is scorching, the waves 
are crashing alongside 
the shore and the bas-
ketball being played is 
among the best in the 
city.

The event regu-
larly brings out a good 
crowd and this year’s 
jam-packed day, held 
on July 17, was no dif-
ferent. Among the most 
notable stars to show 
up were Knicks legend 
Larry Johnson, former 
Baltimore Raven Ray 
Rice and various radio 
personalities.

During the breaks 
in the action, league 
co-owners Randy and 
Joe Cruz conducted 
their annual Hall of 
Fame inductions. The 
Class of 2016 included 
Quinton Hosley, HITS 
legend Steve Serwatka, 
Kingsley Edwards, 
Samera Marsh, Edgar 
Burgos, Artie Smith 
and Jason McLeish.

The all-star game 
featured the best play-
ers that the Hoops in 
the Sun tournament 
has to offer, facing off 
against the top players 
from the LES Express 
tournament. It’s street-
ball at its best and 
bragging rights are on 
the line.

“A lot of different 
variations of teams 
have come here to 
showcase their tal-
ent, to represent their 
tournament and their 
brand,” said Randy 
Cruz. “Once they get 
that call, they’re on it. 
They enjoy it up here 
and they want to come 
back the following 
year.”

A close game 
throughout, both 
leagues put on a show. 
The early moments 
featured Kedar “Su-
perman” Edwards daz-
zling the crowd, pull-
ing up from five feet 
behind the three-point 
line. Joseph “Swizzy” 

Swift also entertained 
the crowd with his 
nifty ball-handling and 
acrobatic finishes at 
the rim.

“You want to have 
different talent from 
different boroughs, 
Westchester, Albany, 
Connecticut … because 

there are some great 
ballplayers that don’t 
get a chance to come 
to the city or don’t play 
in the city,” Cruz said. 

“So when they come 
out here, I think it’s 
better for New York 
City streetball. That’s 
the beauty of it. Seeing 

people that you don’t 
know and learning 
about where they come 
from”

At the half, LES Ex-
press held a slim 56-
49 lead. The HITS All-
Stars were playing 
from behind for most 
of the game, thanks 
in large part to Joel 
“Air Jamaica” Wright. 
The former D-League 
player had an answer 
for every HITS bucket, 
finishing with a game-
high 30 points.

Wright dazzled at 
the all-star game, but he 
wasn’t the first pro tal-
ent to play at Hoops in 
the Sun this year. That 
list now includes the 
likes of NBA players 
like Tracy McGrady, 
Kemba Walker, Joa-
kim Noah and Metta 
World Peace.

“A lot of NBA guys 
are on vacation or in 
Summer League,” Cruz 
said. “They don’t have 
to come here, but they 
do that to represent 
where they’re from.”

The all-star game 
went down to the wire 
with HITS taking a 107-
106 lead with eight sec-
onds left as AJ West, a 
former Nevada stand-
out, came up with a 
pair of big-time buck-
ets.

Despite West’s ef-
forts – and a team-high 
23 points for HITS’ 
Kinu Rochford – the 
squad faced heartbreak 
at the buzzer. Abby Ru-
ple found himself wide 
open behind the three-
point line with two 
seconds left, connect-
ing on a buzzer-beater 
shot for a 109-107 LES 
Express win.

Although it wasn’t 
a particularly happy 
ending for the Hoops 
in the Sun faithful, the 
crowd couldn’t be too 
disappointed by the 
show they witnessed. 
This year’s all-star 
game lived up to ex-
pectations and, once 
again, the basketball 
at Orchard Beach is 
among the best in the 
city. 

City’s best battle for basketball bragging rights
HOOPS IN THE SUN

Hoops in the Sun all-star AJ West, who played college basket-
ball at Nevada, gave his squad a late-game lead, but the team 
wasn’t able to hold on as LES Express took the inter-city vic-
tory on July 17. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Hoops in the Sun all-star Kedar “Superman” Edwards was 
a standout on the court during the league’s annual all-star 
game on July 17, but couldn’t lead his team to a win as the 
squad fell 109-107 to LES Express. 
 Photo by Robert Cole
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exploited its host status to 
subvert the drug-testing pro-
gram. The country’s govern-
ment has repeatedly denied 
the claims. Rodchenkov, now 
in hiding in the US, also al-
leges that he doped athletes 
before the 2012 Olympics in 
London, the 2013 World Ath-
letics Championships in 
Moscow and the 2015 World 
Swimming Championships 
in Kazan.

UK Anti-Doping chief 
executive Nicole Sapstead 
stated, “Now is the time for 
the entire sporting commu-
nity to come together to fi nd 
a way forward and ensure the 
right processes, legislation 
and safeguards are in place 
to protect the rights of all ath-
letes to clean, fair and honest 
competition.”

The Olympic motto is the 

hendiatris Citius, Altius, For-
tius, which is Latin for Faster, 
Higher, and Stronger. It was 
proposed by Pierre de Couber-
tin upon the creation of the 
International Olympic Com-
mittee in 1894.Coubertin bor-
rowed it from his friend Henri 
Didon, a Dominican priest 
who was an athletics enthu-
siast. Coubertin said “These 
three words represent a pro-
gram of moral beauty. The 
aesthetics of sport are intan-
gible.” The motto was intro-
duced in 1924 at the Olympic 
Games in Paris. A more in-
formal but well known motto, 
also introduced by Coubertin, 
is “The most important thing 
is not to win but to take part!” 
Coubertin got this motto from 
a sermon by the Bishop of 
Pennsylvania during the 1908 
London Games.

The primary symbol of the 

Olympic Games is composed 
of fi ve interlocking rings, 
colored blue, yellow, black, 
green, and red on a white fi eld, 
known as the “Olympic rings”. 
The ring colors with the white 
background stand for those 
colors that appeared on all 
the national fl ags that com-
peted in the Olympic Games. 
The six colors [including the 
fl ag’s white background] com-
bined in this way reproduce 
the colors of every country 
without exception. The blue 
and yellow of Sweden, the 
blue and white of Greece, the 
tri-colors of France, England, 
America, Germany, Belgium, 
Italy, and Hungary, and the 
yellow and red of Spain, are 
placed together with the inno-
vations of Brazil or Australia, 
with old Japan, and with new 
China.

This week in sports his-

tory 1963 Sonny Liston KOs 
Floyd Patterson in 1 for heavy-
weight boxing title. 1990 90th 
US Golf Amateur Champion-
ship won by Phil Mickelson. 
1827 1st US swimming school 
opens (Boston Mass).  1965 
Casey Stengel resigns as man-
ager of NY Mets. 1969 Muham-
mad Ali is convicted for refus-
ing induction in US Army on 
appeal. 1948 Leo Durocher 
returns to Ebbets Field as a 
NY Giant. 1988 Mike Schmidt 
sets NL record appearing in 
2,155 games at 3rd base, as 
Phillies & NY Mets end that 
game at 2:13 AM. 1993 NY Met 
Anthony Young wins ending 
his losing streak at 27 games. 
1983 George Brett’s 2 run 
HR against Yanks on July 24 
(pine tar game).

Thanks for the memories 
seven time Women’s Box-
ing Champ, Melissa “Hu-

racán” Hernández. She just 
announced her retirement. 
As amateur she won two NY 
Daily News Golden Gloves 
and the 2004 Nation PAL 
Championship. Melissa went 
onto a wonderful professional 
career 21 Wins (6 knockouts), 
6 Losses, 3 Draws. Just think 
she came into the Webster 
PAL with a friend and wanted 
to lose some weight.  Always 
a smile from her and always 
looking to help the younger 
boxers. Good luck with your 
new adventures. Women’s 
boxing will not be the same. 

Thank you for your com-
ments and emails. Keep them 
coming.  If there is something 
that you might like to see in 
upcoming articles or if you 
might like to make a com-
ment you can do so by e-mail-
ing me at sconnolly103@op-
tonline.net.

from Page 61

Pipe Dreams

BY LAURA AMATO
The Manhattan men’s basketball 

team offi cially introduced the addition 
of fi ve athletes to its 2016-17 roster last 
week and this year’s class boasts a bit 
of everything. 

Ahmed Ismail (Cairo, Egypt/Colby 
Community College) and Zavier Peart 
(Melborne, Florida/Eastern Florida 
State) both join the Jaspers ahead of 
their junior season and the two each 
have two years of collegiate eligibility 
remaining. 

Meanwhile, the freshman class in-
cludes Na’Quan Council (Blackwood, 
New Jersey/Scotland Performance In-
stitute), Oliver Ehrnval (Stockholm, 
Sweden / Celsiusskolan) and Aaron 
Walker (Little Neck, New York / Car-
dozo).

“We feel this recruiting class ad-
dresses all of our needs and gives us 
great addition to our front line with 
three players that can come in and play 
right away,” Manhattan coach Steve 
Masiello said in a statement released 
by the team. 

“We also feel that we added two dy-
namic guards in the backcourt that are 
going to be a lot of fun to watch with 
their speed, athleticism and ability to 
shoot the basketball. Both will be phys-
ically ready to play and give us great 
depth to our already talented roster.” 

Of course, over the last few years 
the Jaspers have established them-
selves as one of the most dominant pro-
grams in the MAAC and after coming 
up short of expectations last year – fall-
ing in the quarterfi nals of the league 
toruanment – Manhattan is deter-
mined to come back to the court stron-
ger than ever. 

That’s where this year’s recruiting 
class comes in to play – particularly in 

regards to this year’s transfers. 
Peart, in particular, is an interest-

ing addition, a 6-foot-9 forward who is 
used to winning. The Florida native led 
Eastern Florida State to a combined 56-
10 record over the last two seasons as 
well as back-to-back Southern Confer-
ence titles and a pair of appearances 
in the NJCAA National Championship 
Tournament. 

“Peart is another big, wide body 
that will impact us in a variety of ways 
with his 7-2 wingspan,” Masiello said. 
“He is a very good rebounder in traffi c 
that is going to be a force on the defen-
sive end. (He) is a n extremely strong 

low post player that will give us great 
depth on the frontline.”

While the upperclassmen joining 
the Jaspers this year boast plenty of ex-
perience, the freshman aren’t lacking 
for success either. 

In fact, one recruit in particular is 
used to winning in New York City – 
Walker. 

The Cardozo alum helped lead the 
Judges to a PSAL Class AA title as a ju-
nior and followed up by averaging 19.0 
points, 6.7 rebounds and 4.5 assists last 
season. 

“Aaron Walker is one of the elite 
point guards in New York City,” 

Masiello said. “He has a tremendous 
physical frame, is extremely strong 
for a guard and we look forward to 
him being an impact player in our pro-
gram. However, the thing I am most 
excited about is his ability to defend 
on the ball with his length and athleti-
cism.”

Despite coming  up an early 
postesason exit last season, the Jas-
pers are anxious to get back into the 
gym and back on the court, looking for 
a third MAAC title in four years. 

The recent addition of recruits fi lls 
up the team roster and, now, it’s sim-
ply time to start counting down to the 
season opener. 

Manhattan announces incoming talent for 2016-17 season

Former Cardozo standout Aaron Walker is hoping to help jumpstart the Manhattan men’s 
basketball team next season, determind to lead the Jaspers back to the top of the MAAC. 
 Photo by Gina Palermo

Aaron Walker cemented himself as one of 
the most dominant point guards in the city 
during his time at Cardozo and he’s hoping 
to maintain that reputation at Manhattan 
next season. Photo by Robert Cole
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NOW OPEN!

2016 Bronxdale Ave Suite 301 
(Between Holland Ave & Antin Pl)

 ONE-DAY

FREE 

PASS 
TO NEW YORK 

SPORTS CLUB 

(Bronxdale Location ONLY).  

 Offer Expires July 30th 2016.

Call to make an appointment:

718.220.2020
Accepting New Patients and Open Evenings

Primary Health Care for the Entire Family
Most Insurance Plans Accepted including Medicaid/Commercial/Medicare/Union and VA 

Self-Pay-Sliding-Scale Program for the Uninsured 

www.uchcbronx.org

Present this advertisement 
at the t ime of your visit  and receive a

Hablamos Español

UNION COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER @UCHC_Bronx UCHCBRONX


