
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Island concerns about 

the possibility of a public marina 
in their community have been 
erased. 

NYC Parks Department had 
expressed interest in purchasing 
the Stuyvesant Yacht Club in 2015 
after its membership was unable 
to meet pressing fi nancial obliga-
tions. 

The storm surge from Hurri-
cane Sandy damaged member’s 
boats that  were in dry dock.

 As a result, the marina had a 
steep drop in membership which  
caused a dramatic loss in reve-
nue,  severely affecting the club’s 
prosperity.

Parks had been in conver-
sation with the private club’s 
board about acquiring the three 
parcels of land where the private 
marina was located for nine de-
cades. 

In a recent development, 
sources confi rm the yacht club on 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A memorial ceremony was 

held in response to a hit-and-run 
incident that claimed the life of a 
young man three weeks prior.

On Thursday, June 30, the 
Transportation Alternatives 
Bronx Activist Committee held 
a the ceremony to commemorate 
the life of the late Giovanni Nin, 
the 26-year old who was killed in 
a hit-and-run incident while bik-
ing to his girlfriend’s apartment 
on East Tremont and Mayfl ower 
avenues on the morning of Satur-
day, June 11.

The ceremony featured a 

ghost bike dedication and instal-
lation at the spot near where Nin 
was hit, on the southbound side 
of East Tremont Avenue. 

Those in attendance included 
family members and friends of 
Nin, along with Councilman 
James Vacca, members of the 
Transportation Alternatives 
Bronx Activist Committee and 
other community activists, who 
reminisced about Nin’s life. 

“He was a good-hearted indi-
vidual and he treated me like a 
queen,” said Raisa Jiminez, Gio-
vanni’s mother. “This was a be-
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Vacca blames death on
CB 10, merchants

GALARZA’S RETIREMENT PARTY

MEMORIAL HELD 
FOR BIKE VICTIM

Local elected offi cials, community leaders and residents celebrated out-
going Community Board 6 district manager Ivine Galarza’s many years of 
service to the community with a retirement party on Wednesday, June 29 
at St. Thomas Aquinas School. Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene 
presented Galarza with a proclamation from Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. in recognition of her hard work and dedication as district manager. 
    Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 11

NYC Parks drops City Is. 
public marina plan

Special 
needs project 

concerns
CB 12

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Residents in Community 

Board 12 are worried about a 
potential homeless shelter com-
ing to 4747 Bronx Boulevard.

During a June 27 CB12 meet-
ing, residents were wondering 
how another shelter could be 
placed in their neighborhood.

The issue surrounding the 
over saturation of homeless 
shelters has been in the news 
for the past few years. 

It gained more traction af-
ter the shooting death of former 
Bronx resident Anna Charle.

Charle, director of the Proj-
ect Renewal homeless shelter, 
was shot in 2015 allegedly by 
a shelter resident, 40-year-old 
West Spruill.

Following the shooting many 
community leaders cried out 
against the number of homeless 
shelters in the area and the lack 
of safety for the neighborhoods 
in which the shelters are.

George Torres, district man-
ager for board, said “the com-
munity has always been fi ght-
ing to not have these kinds of 
facilities.”

Torres said the issue is not 
specifi cally the homeless shel-
ter’s but that the community 
feels ‘put upon’ since they re-
ceive requests for the facilities 
very often.

According to Torres, he and 
Councilman Andy Cohen met 
with the owners of the potential 
facility - Comunilife - in Janu-
ary.

Comunilife is a home health-
care service that provides care 
for low-income individuals and 
people suffering from HIV or 
AIDS.

Torres said that if the facil-
Continued on Page 4



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island recently hosted 

the Bronx Times Reporter’s seventh annual 
‘25 Bronx Infl uential Women’ awards gala.

On Tuesday, June 28, 25 women were 
honored at the event for their commitment, 
dedication and excellence in the Bronx.

The annual event started with a cocktail 
reception and was followed by opening re-
marks by Bronx Times Reporter publisher 
Laura Guerriero, Community News Group 
president and publisher Jennifer Goodstein 
and CNG CEO Les Goodstein. 

Jennifer Goodstein also acted as the 
mistress of ceremonies for the event and 
spoke on behalf of the Bronx Times in con-
gratulating the 25 infl uential women who 
were selected.

Following the event’s keynote speaker, 
Lieutenant Governor Kathleen Hochul,  
who praised the Bronx and paid homage to 
the 25 infl uential women, the awards were 
ready to be presented to each honoree. 

The planning committee members, 
Rosemary DeLuca from the Wildlife Con-
servation Society, Elizabeth Figueroa from 
New York Botanical Garden, Geri Sciortino 
from the Bronx Design Group, Lisa Sorin 
from the Westchester Square BID and Anna 
Vincenty from the Wildlife Conservation 
Society each presented fi ve honorees with 
their awards.

This year’s 25 Bronx infl uential women 

are: Peggy Robles Alvarado, Maria Aponte, 
Effi e Ardizzone, Debra Arles, Leenda Bo-
nilla, Linda Cunningham, Joyce Higgin-
son Davis, Meiling Viera Delgado, Gianna 
Dell’Olio, Hetty Fox, Avril Francis, Lynne 
Greco, Zelideth Diaz Hatch, Pamela Ham-

ilton-Johnson, Majorie Velasquez-Lynch, 
Chrys Napolitano, Nicole Perrino, Cath-
erine Praino, Evern Gillard-Randolph, 
Joyce A. Rivera, Andrea Siegel, Giselle Me-
lendez Susca, Olga Luz Tirado and Tiffany 
Warren.

Each honoree was presented with a glass 
engraved trophy that read “Commitment, 
Dedication and Excellence” as a tribute to 
their hard work over the years.

This year’s group, which included art-
ists, community activists, environmental-
ists, teachers and writers, among other 
professions, all possessed qualities of be-
ing leaders and role models in the Bronx, 
which ultimately led to their inductions for 
the event. 

Each woman said that they were ex-
tremely grateful and humbled by the honor-
ing, despite the well-deserved honors that 
they received.

“This was a wonderful event - one that 
is very important, in fact, vital to the the 
Bronx,” said Peggy Robles Alvarado, an 
author, poet and teacher who has been fea-
tured on HBO Habla Women, Lincoln Cen-
ter Out of Doors for La Casita and the Pre-
gones Theater Block Party, among other 
venues. 

She has also made appearances at vari-
ous local colleges including, John Jay Col-
lege, Bronx Community College, Hunter 
College, New York University and Fairfi eld 
University, among others. 

“Events like this one continue to pro-
vide motivation and inspiration, and has 
pushed me to strive even further through 
my work. I am very grateful for this honor 
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Bronx Times honors 25 Infl uencial Women

(l-r) Les Goodstein, Community News Group CEO; Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochle and Jennifer 
Goodstein, Community News Group president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Continued on Page 11
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Fibroids?

At USA Vascular Centers we specialize in an innovative treatment
called Uterine Fibroid Embolization (UFE), a minimally-invasive
procedure that preserves the uterus and greatly reduces recovery

time compared to a hysterectomy.

Do you have any of these symptoms?

Don’t Delay. Call Today to schedule your Appointment. 

(718) 551-9157

Heavy, prolonged monthly periods

Anemia (fatigue to low red blood count)

Pain or pressure between the hip bones

Pain in the back of the legs

Pain during sexual intercourse

Frequent need to urinate

Constipation or bloating

An enlarged abdomen

2444 86th St., Suite A
Bensonhurst, NY 11214

260 W. Sunrise Hwy., Suite 102 
Valley Stream, NY 11581

© June, 2016 USA Vascular Centers®. All rights reserved.

www.USAVascularCenters.com

BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
Bronx resident Thomas Tropp-

mann, an NYPD detective, is working 
to improve relations between police 
officers and those they protect. His 
commitment to bettering those rela-
tions won him the Sloan Public Ser-
vice Award.

“It was one of the proudest mo-
ments of my life,” said Troppmann 
who admitted he’s “not a big award 
person” or extremely into receiving 
gifts. 

The public service award came 
with a $10,000 prize. 

Troppmann donated the money 
to the Michael Buczek Foundation, 
which runs a little league founded in 
memory of a 24-year-old cop who was 
killed in 1989.

Troppmann, a Kingsbridge resi-
dent, has been a detective in the 
NYPD for eight years and has lived in 
the Bronx for the past three years.

A large part of Troppman’s recog-
nition comes from his time as a mem-
ber of the Neighborhood Coordinator 
Officers program.

According to Troppmann, the pro-
gram - which began on May 18, 2015 
- encourages officers to become more 
in tune and aware of what’s going on 
in the communities that they police.

“Over the years I’ve been build-
ing relationships with people and 
this is what the community is geared 
towards so this was a natural fit for 

me,” said Troppmann, who was re-
sponsible for the Washington Heights 
area.

As part of the program the detec-
tive said members of the department 
were assigned a neighborhood for 
which they would be responsible.

Troppmann was apart of the group 
assigned to Washington Heights.

Police officers were to address any 
crime or quality of life issues within 
that community.

Troppmann said the NCR program 

hinges on a community member’s 
ability to reach officers directly to ei-
ther ask for help or provide informa-
tion on ongoing crimes.

He acknowledged that trust be-
tween officers and residents plays a 
huge part in the program.

“I’m amazed how fast the trust is 
building,” said Troppmann.

He said before the program he 
“would speak to people and I was at 
the mercy of when I had the time to 
speak because of other responsibili-
ties.” 

Troppmann said now he has been 
given more time and opportunities to 
be accessible to residents.

The detective said he and other 
members of the program have at-
tended community board meetings.

He recalled one meeting at which 
the NYPD was explaining what the 
NCR program would look like.

Troppmann remembered a ques-
tion he received from a young boy at 
the meeting, “‘If we see the police on 
the corner are we allowed to say ‘hi’ 
to them?’”

The detective said he was taken 
aback by the question and said “it was 
embarrassing” that police are viewed 
as unapproachable.

He added, “No one wants that per-
ception.”

However, Troppmann believes that 
because of the program residents 
have become more welcoming to the 
police within the community.

Bronx cop wins the Sloan 
Public Service Award

Over the years 
I’ve been building 
relationships with 

people and this is what 
the community is geared 

towards so this was a 
natural fi t for me.

Thomas Troppmann

Det. Thomas Troppman, a Kingsbridge resident, 
won the Sloan Public Service Award 
 Photo Courtesy of NYPD
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loved member of my family 
who was taken away from 
me and I’ll never be the 
same again.”

Jiminez, who was in 
tears over her son’s death 
pleaded for anybody with 
information involving the 
driver in the hit-and-run 
incident to come forward, 
as no arrests have yet to be 
made.

“He was always happy - 
it was impossible to catch 
him without a smile,” 
said John Nin, Giovanni’s 
brother. “He was a terrifi c 
person - he was my best 
friend. I want to thank ev-
erybody for their support 
as well as taking this diffi -
cult life step with us.”

“This particular stretch 
of East Tremont Avenue, 
which has claimed at least 
two lives in the last three 
years, is one of the worst 
stretches in this area,” 
said Vacca, referring to the 

stretch between Waterbury 
Avenue and Bruckner Bou-
levard, which has a sharp 
curve that causes blind 
spots for motorists. 

“This situation needs to 
improve to prevent unfor-
tunate incidents like this 
one from occurring, and 
until Community Board 10 
comes up with their own 
solution after rejecting the 
Department of Transporta-
tion’s plan, this stretch will 
continue to be dangerous 
for many,” the councilman 
said.

Vacca blamed CB 10’s 
inaction on a DOT-recom-
mended plan as partly re-
sponsible for the tragic in-
cident.

He also chastised the 
Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association for opposing 
DOT’s plan for this location 
without submitting an alter-
nate proposal. 

“The mayor’s Vision 
Zero plan for this stretch 

of East Tremont Avenue 
was thrown at us at a CB 10 
meeting in 2015. We asked 
for more time to discuss the 
plan’s impact on the commu-
nity and to make alternate 
suggestions but were told  
that it had to be voted on im-
mediately, so we opposed the 
plan,” John Cerini, TNMA 
treasurer said.

“This incident shows 
the dire need for a com-
plete street redesign on East 
Tremont Avenue, one that 
incorporates safety for all 
road users, including cy-
clists and pedestrians,” said 
Dan Ranells, of Transporta-
tion Alternatives.

Following the memorial 
ceremony, attendees par-
ticipated in a bike ride hon-
oring Nin, from where he 
was struck to the FedEx at 
635 Zerega Avenue where he 
worked.

Community Board 10 
did not return a request for 
comment.

Memorial held for bike victim

Brother John Nin (l) and mother Raisa Jiminez mourn Giovanni’s death. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

from Page 1

ity became a homeless 
shelter it would be a zon-
ing violation.

He explained the build-
ing, which is currently 
under construction, has 
been advertised as a ho-
tel.

However, Torres and 
community members be-
lieve the facility will be-
come a homeless shelter.

The district manager 
said 4747 Bronx Boulevard 
is in an M11 zone that, per 
zoning laws, would allow 
a hotel but not a ‘commu-
nity care facility’ such as 
a homeless shelter.

Therefore, Torres said 
if the building’s owners 

begin moving homeless 
people into what was sup-
posed to be a hotel, com-
munity leaders can begin 
a legal battle based on the 
premise of a violated zon-
ing law.

Initially during the 
meeting, residents be-
lieved the facility was go-
ing to be a HASA facility, 
meaning it would house 
clients suffering from 
HIV and AIDS.

Those in attendance 
said 4747 Bronx Boule-
vard is near the 241st 
Street and Wakefi eld 
train stop that is known 
for prostitute activity.

They questioned how 
dangerous it would be to 

have HIV and AIDS pa-
tients near that station.

Community board 
member Frank Soto-
mayor later said at the 
meeting that, after meet-
ing with owners of the 
facility on June 24, he 
was informed the facility 
would not be a HASA fa-
cility.

Torres said this was 
good news and one less 
thing for the community 
to worry about.

However, Councilman 
Cohen said residents 
must “not take their foot 
off the gas” and continue 
to battle against the over-
saturation of homeless 
shelters in the area.

Residents fear this building at 4747 Bronx Boulevard could become another homless shelter. 
 Photo Courtesy of Steve Goodstein

Special needs project concerns 
Community Board 12

from Page 1
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BY ROBERT CHRISTIE
The NYPD refuted claims 

made by Councilman Andy King 
that 14 Bronx girls are missing -- 
some from as far back as 2014.

On July 1, the NYPD offi ce of 
the Deputy Commissioner, Pub-
lic Information, said nine of the 
girls had returned home to their 
families.

Two days earlier, King held a 
press conference during which 
faces of the girls - ranging from 
ages 12 to 19 - were held up on 
posters in an effort to garner 
awareness for the girls.

“This concerns us as a commu-
nity because if the teens reported 
missing are not runaways, it’s a 
possibility they could have been 
abducted by a stranger – people 
they meet on the Internet.  Young 
girls are grabbed and, unfortu-
nately, human-traffi cking does ex-
ist,” said King.

In a June 30 press release from 
King’s offi ce, he acknowledges 
that three of the girls had re-
turned home.

“I’m happy to learn that they 
returned home safe and sound and 
not found in a human traffi cking 
situation,” said King. “I will con-
tinue to work for the safe recovery 

of all our Bronx children.”
The DCPI offi ce refuted notions 

that these girls could be linked to 
sex traffi cking or prostitution 
rings.

According to offi cer Sophia 
Mason with DCPI, some parents of 
the girls are upset with the coun-

cilman that their daughters faces 
and names were linked to prosti-
tution.

Mason also said the NYPD 
usually does not release names 
of young girls connected to sex 
crimes in an effort to protect their 
identity.

She said if a young girl is con-
nected to those types of crimes 
at a young age there could be a 
negative stigma that follows them 
through their life.

The names of the girls that have 
returned home according to the 
NYPD are - Karla Gross, 15; Jada 

Jordan, 12; Shanne Banzal, 12; 
Cassidy Santiago, 15; Brazae How-
ell, 16; Mayelin Inoa, 15; Miralce 
Mann, 15; Emily Arrayo, 15.

In addition to discussing the 
teenage girls, King also touted 
during the press conference a 
Safe Haven Zone in the 12th coun-
cilmanic district to combat child 
abductions or runaways.

King said stores around the dis-
trict will have ‘Safe Haven Zone’ 
decals in their windows written 
in both English and Spanish.

Business that are identifi ed 
as Safe Haven Zones will receive 
training from the NYPD’s depart-
ment of community affairs in ad-
dition to a safety audit from the 
NYPD.

Also, precincts will be notifi ed 
where Safe Haven Zones exist.

If a dispatcher receives a call 
from a Safe Haven Zone will, ac-
cording to the release, “know that 
the call is real” which will  “result 
in faster response times.”

“I’m hoping, with the combina-
tion of awareness, civic responsi-
bility and the creation of Safe Ha-
ven Zone locations, the number of 
missing children will decrease and 
many will, not only feel safe, but 
know people care,” said King.

Councilman King’s missing girls claim refuted

Councilman Andy King joined community leaders and concerned youth to garner awareness for 14 allegedly missing girls.
 Photo Courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi c

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local resident will 

hold a fundraiser to raise 
money for families of fallen 
troops.

Frank Parisi, a Locust 
Point resident of over 30 
years, along with his cousin 
Kevin Devine, recently 
started a fundraising web-
site page and are currently 
planning on holding a fund-
raiser event in attempts to 
raise money for families of 

Marine Corps special oper-
ations members who were 
killed while serving in the 
line of duty.

The upcoming event 
will consists of an Iron-
man Lake Placid Triathlon 
which will take place on 
Sunday, July 24, 2016. 

The triathlon race will 
consist of a 112-mile bike 
ride, a 26.2-mile run and a 
2.4-mile swim. 

Those who participate 
in the fundraiser will be 
racing in support of the 
MARSOC Foundation, an 
organization that was es-
tablished to provide benev-
olent support to active duty 
and medically retired ma-
rines of the Marine Corps 
Forces Special Operations 
Command as well as fami-
lies who have lost their 
loved ones in service while 
fi ghting to protect our na-
tion.

Specifi cally, the triath-
lon is being held to honor 
the men of Marine Special 
Operations Team 8231 who 
sacrifi ced their lives on 

July 24, 2012 and March 10, 
2015. 

On the night of March 
10, MSOT 8231, which con-
sisted of captain Stanford 
H. Shaw II, master sergeant 
Thomas A. Saunders and 
staff sergeants Andrew C. 
Seif, Liam A. Flynn, Mar-
cus Bawol, Trevor P. Blay-
lock and Kerry M. Kemp 
(known as the Raider 7), 
lost their lives while on a 
training mission off the 
Gulf Coast of Florida. 

The UH-60 Blackhawk 

helicopter that they were 
traveling in crashed just off 
of the coast, while the elite 
U.S. marines were training 
for their next deployment.

The triathlon is also be-
ing held to honor sergeant 
Justin Hansen, who was 
killed in Afghanistan dur-
ing a raid to prosecute a 
high value target in 2012. 
Hansen was posthumously 
awarded the Bronze Star 
with Valor for his actions.

“Their courage, pas-
sion, skill and pure love 

for life will never be for-
gotten,” said Parisi, who 
served with Marine Spe-
cial Operations Team 8231 
between 2012 and 2014 had 
the pleasure of being with 
the late Seif after Seif had 
been awarded the Silver 
Star for his actions in Af-
ghanistan in 2012. 

“Serving on (Marine 
Special Operations Team 
8231) with these men was 
the highest privilege of 
my career - it was a great 
honor to know these men 

and a greater honor to call 
them friends, teammates 
and brothers,” he said.

“These men were dear 
friends of mine and count-
less others - and it is only 
fi tting that this summer’s 
(triathlon) is on July 24, 
so Justin and the Raider 7 
can watch over us,” Frank 
added.

“It’s important that peo-
ple donate towards a worth-
while cause like this one,” 
said Frank’s father Jimmy. 
“These incidents that took 
place were terrible trage-
dies - and hopefully no fam-
ily has to ever go through 
what these families have 
gone through after losing 
these great heroes.”

So far, nearly $4,000 
has been donated to the 
cause on CrowdRise, all of 
which will be allocated to 
the MARSOC Foundation, 
which will go directly to 
families of the victims. 

To make a donation, go 
to www.crowdrise.com/
an-ironman-for-iron-men/
fundraiser/frankparisi1

‘Ironman Lake Placid Traithlon’ for fallen heroes

Frank Parisi with members of Marine Special Operations Team 8231. Photo courtesy of Jimmy Parisi

Frank Parisi, when he was a 
member of Marine Special Op-
erations Team 8231. 
 Photo courtesy of Jimmy Parisi



BY ROBERT WIRSING
A World War II airman has earned his angel wings.
Dr. Roscoe Brown, a member of the legendary Tuskegee 

Airmen who fl ew was 68 combat missions over Europe and 
Bronx Community College’s president for 17 years, passed 
away on Saturday, July 2 at the age of 94.

Born on March 9, 1922 in Washington, D.C., Dr. Brown 
was destined to accomplish many great feats throughout 
his lifetime.

In 1943, he was named valedictorian of his graduating 
class at Springfi eld College in Massachusetts.

After college, Dr. Brown enrolled into the Tuskegee 
Flight School where he would graduate as a member of 
class 44-C-SE on March 12, 1944.

He would proudly serve his country as a squadron com-
mander of the 100th Fighter Squadron of the 332nd Fighter 
Group in the European theater during WWII.

Dr. Brown made history by shooting down a German 
Messerschmitt Me-262 jet fi ghter and a Focke-Wulf FW-190 
fi ghter with his P-51 Mustang propeller-driven plane earn-
ing him the Distinguished Flying Cross for ‘heroism or 
extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial 
fl ight’.

Following his homecoming, the war hero attended New 
York University where he earned his master’s degree in 
1949 and his PhD in education in 1951.

Prior to earning his master’s degree, Dr. Brown was 
employed as a social investigator with the NYC Depart-
ment of Welfare and as a physical education instructor at 
West Virginia State College until 1948.

While working on his doctorate in 1950, he served as 
the director of Afro-American Affairs and an education 
professor at NYU for 27 years.

Dr. Brown was appointed president of Bronx Commu-

nity College in 1977 and would remain in the position until 
1993.

As college president, Dr. Brown founded the annual 
Run the Bronx Race in 1978 which features a 10K, 5K and 
two-mile fi tness walk throughout the BCC campus.

He was director of the Center for Urban Education 
Policy at the Graduate School and University Center for 
CUNY.

On March 29, 2007, Dr. Brown was among the 200 last 
surviving Tuskegee Airmen collectively awarded the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian award, by for-
mer president George W. Bush at the U.S. Capitol rotunda.

To add to his incredible military and academic achieve-
ments, Dr. Brown won the 1973 Emmy Award for Distin-
guished Program for his weekly series, ‘Black Arts’.

He also hosted the public affairs show, ‘African Ameri-
can Legends’ airing Tuesdays and Saturdays on CUNY-TV 
profi ling exemplary African Americans in the arts, poli-
tics, sports, social sciences, community service and busi-
ness.

Michael Max Knobbe, BronxNet executive director, 
said Dr. Brown joined the community media network’s 
board of directors in 1991, nearly two years prior to the 
station’s fi rst broadcast and trained Bronx residents to 
produce programs.

He added Dr. Brown was the guiding force for Bronx-
Net’s media education programming.

“Dr. Roscoe C. Brown was a role model, mentor and in-
spiration to many, including myself,” said Knobbe. “He 
was very generous with his time and knowledge and held 
the Bronx, BronxNet and the people in our communities to 
such a high regard.”

Dr. Brown resided in Riverdale prior to his death.
All city fl ags will be fl own at half-staff until Saturday, 

June 9 in the Tuskegee Airman’s honor.
“Dr. Brown was a true Bronx legend and was dedicated 

to serve the people of the borough he called home,” ex-
pressed Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. adding. “From 

B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  J

u
ly

 1
0

, 2
0

1
6

   
  6

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

Dear Sam, 

The pressure you’re putting me under is too much.  

I QUIT!  
Sincerely,

 

Your Heart

Don’t let your heart quit on you. If you are living with high blood pressure, just knowing and doing 
the minimum isn’t enough. Uncontrolled high blood pressure could lead to stroke, heart attack or death.

Get yours to a healthy range before it’s too late. Find out how at heart.org/BloodPressure

Check. Change. 

Tuskegee Airman Dr. Brown passes at 94

A decorated WWII hero and educator, Dr. Roscoe Brown dedicated 
his life to serving his country and the youth. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx Community College

Continued on Page 11



7
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 J
u

ly
 1

0
, 2

0
1

6
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

www.royalcoachdiner.com

3260 Boston Road  Bronx, New York 10469
(718) 653-1716

Catering On Or Off Premises  Private Room Available 
Fri. & Sat. Opened 24 Hours

A perfect pairing of traditional American dinner classics with Latin, Caribbean & Southern specialties

Royal Coach
    DINER
   “the spice of life”

Breakfast 
Specials 

8am – 11am 
7 Days 
a Week!

NEW MENU
featuring our Cajun seasoned crab legs

Neighborhood Appreciation

20% Off
Your Entire Bill
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The Bronx Times On-Line
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  Y
OU

R N
EIG

HBORHOOD - YOUR NEW
S ®

A 27-year-old man died after losing control of his car and slamming into a Williams-
bridge home over the Independence Day Weekend. According to police, Daniel Henry, 
27, was driving his silver BMW on Sunday, July 3 at 6 a.m. when he suddenly lost con-
trol and crashed into 784 S. Oak Drive.An Olinville resident, Henry jumped the curb 
and plowed through a metal fence and bushes after striking parked vehicles along the 
way.Police said Henry was pronounced dead at the scene minutes after the accident 
occurred.Law enforcement offi cials said the incident is under investigation. The resi-
dents of the house were not harmed in the accident, police confi rmed.

MAN DIES AFTER CRASHING INTO HOME

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Throggs Neck Improve-

ment District, a dream of the lo-
cal business community, inched 
closer to becoming a reality. 

The effort to form a busi-
ness improvement district 
along East Tremont Avenue in 
Throggs Neck from Bruckner 
Boulevard to Miles Avenue had 
the second of its mandatory 
public hearings at Fort Schuy-
ler House recently. 

During the hearing on Thurs-
day, June 23, John Bonizio, 
chairman of the Westchester 
Square Business Improvement 
District, who along with Coun-
cilman James Vacca success-
fully spearheaded the creation 
of a BID several years ago, 
spoke on its behalf.

“We are not selling the BID, 
we are selling the future of 
Throggs Neck,” he said, adding 
that he sees the BID as a vehi-
cle for the community to enjoy 
the economic vitality that is 
becoming increasingly evident 
throughout the borough.  

A BID is an inexpensive in-
vestment that businesspeople 
can make in their own futures, 

he said, adding that it has im-
portant goals. 

Among the goals are elevat-
ing the status and recognition 
of Throggs Neck as a destina-
tion place for consumers, and 
increasing foot traffi c, said 
Bonizio. 

He also said that this should 
not only make businesses more 
viable but also increase prop-
erty values.  

Vacca, a strong proponent of 
BIDs, has provided funding for 
years to study and support the 
creation of new BIDs in Throggs 
Neck and Morris Park. 

The councilman said that 
he believes creating more BIDs 
will mean a better future for 
commercial corridors in his 
district, . 

“I think BIDs mean better 
a future for all our commer-
cial strips,” said Vacca. “They 
signify collaboration, involve-
ment, commitment and invest-
ment.” 

The challenge of creat-
ing a merchant association in 
Throggs Neck in part comes 
from the strength of its all-
volunteer Throggs Neck Mer-

chants Association, said Bon-
izio. 

“The merchant association 
here is very strong and they are 
doing a lot of the work that a 
BID would be doing,” said Bon-

izio, adding all merchant asso-
ciations are made of volunteers 
and that they move on or retire 
sooner or later. 

The BID would add a sense 
of permanence, because money 

collected from the property 
owners would fund a district di-
rector and a range of services, 
which could include marketing 
and promotions, as well as graf-
fi ti cleanup and sanitation, ex-
plain supporters. 

Steven Kaufman, TNMA 
president and a BID steering 
committee member, said that 
a Throggs Neck district would 
enhance the image of the com-
munity and is an investment in 
the future of the area. 

“It will give them a united 
voice to express their con-
cerns,” said Kaufman, adding 
that city and state agencies lis-
ten to BIDs. The BID itself is a 
governmental entity.  

“It is really just a stupendous 
thing and I don’t think people 
can realize what can come of 
this,” he said. 

Balloting for the proposed 
Throggs Neck BID’s creation, 
which polls landlords and mer-
chants, is ongoing. 

Property owners make up a 
majority of a BID’s board of di-
rectors. They have to agree to 
an assessment that funds the 
BID’s operations. 

TN BID effort moves into vote stage

John Bonizio, BID advocate and Westchester Square BID chairman, makes the case 
for the creation of a Throggs Neck district at a hearing on Thursday, June 23. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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Drivers must modify their 
driving habits when weather 
compromises their visibility 
and makes road conditions 
unsafe. Rain can fall any time 
of year, but tends to be most 
problematic in spring. 

According to the Federal 
Highway Administration, wet 
roadways, and rain in par-
ticular, are the main cause 
of weather-related vehicle 
crashes. The National High-
way Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration notes that, between 
2004 and 2013, rain caused 
573,784 crashes.

To drive safely in the rain 
and avoid accidents, drivers 
should follow certain precau-

tions.
-

ers. Inspect and, if necessary 
change windshield wipers 
regularly to ensure they are 
working optimally. Always 
test wipers before driving in 
rainy weather.

-
ers. Reduced visibility is a 
major contributor to wet-
weather accidents. Drivers’ 
views may be hampered by 
falling precipitation and glare 
from wet roadways. Cloudy 
conditions and fog also com-
promise visibility. When us-
ing windshield wipers, turn 
on your headlights as well. 
This makes your vehicle more 

visible to other motorists and 
improves your own ability to 
see the road and pedestrians.

conditions. Roadways accu-
mulate oil and engine fluids 
that can float in rainwater, 
creating slippery road surfac-
es. This is usually a problem 
during the first few hours of a 
rainstorm or in areas that re-
ceive little precipitation and 
then are subjected to down-
pours. These fluids make 
rain-soaked roads even more 
slippery. Slow down, leave 
more room between vehicles 
and try driving in the tracks 
left by vehicles ahead.

-

tomotive group AAA says 
hydroplaning, when the tires 
rise up on a film of water, can 
occur with as little as 1 ⁄12 
inch of water on the road. The 
group goes on to say that tires 
have to displace a gallon of wa-
ter per second to keep the rub-
ber meeting the road. Drivers 
should reduce their speeds to 
correspond to the amount of 
water on the roadway. New 
tires can still lose some con-
tact with the roadway, even 
at a speed as low as 35 mph. 
Therefore, reducing speed 
and avoiding hard braking 
and turning sharply can help 
keep the rubber of the tire 
meeting the road.

the car’s windshield defroster/
defogger to improve visibility. 

Turn it on early and keep it on 
until the rain has stopped and 
visibility has improved.

can be frightening, but when 
skidding, resist any tempta-
tion to slam on the breaks. 
Instead, continue to look and 
drive in the direction you 
want to go and slowly ease up 
on the accelerator. 

It’s important to maintain 
control over the vehicle in 
rainy conditions, so avoid us-
ing cruise control.

inflation and tire tread levels 
can improve traction. AAA 
recommends checking tread 
depth by inserting a quar-
ter upside down into the tire 
groove. If you can see above 

Washington’s head, start 
shopping for new tires. Check 
tire pressure on all tires at 
least once a month. Get an ac-
curate reading when tires are 
cold and adjust air pressure 
accordingly.

Distracted driving can be 

conditions and even more 
dangerous when visibility 
and other factors are compro-
mised. Switch phones and 
other devices off so you can 
fully focus on the road and 
other drivers. 

Rainy weather can contrib-
ute to poor driving conditions. 
Drivers should make changes 
to speed and other factors to 
make wet weather driving as 
safe as possible. 

STAY SAFE WHEN DRIVING IN WET WEATHER
ADVERTORIAL
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Centre Street will not be sold to 
Parks after the City Island Civic 
Association and local residents 
objected to the plan.

“While NYC Parks worked 
with Stuyvesant Yacht Club to 
explore the possibility of making 
this property part of Parks’ port-
folio of public marinas, the club 
voted in favor of a private land 
sale,” stated a Parks spokesman. 

CICA wrote two letters to the 
Parks Department explaining 
that certain stipulations would 
be needed for the community to 
accept a public facility, and fi led 
Freedom of Information Law 
requests, retrieving fi les and e-
mails on the matter, said John 
Doyle, CICA corresponding sec-
retary. 

“The civic and our elected offi -
cials really served as watch dogs 
on this,” said Doyle, “I think this 
is an example of people coming 
together to keep a watchful eye 
on things and letting the agen-
cies know that there were seri-
ous concerns on this.” 

“I am a believer in public ac-
cess to the waterfront, but there 

are more appropriate places,” 
said Doyle, adding that a public 
marina would have changed the 
character of the quiet residential 
street. 

It is unclear what the future 
use of the property will be at this 
point, sources said. 

Since the club’s new owner 
is a private individual, the only 
opportunity the civic group will 
have to review any future plans 
would be if there is an applica-
tion to change the zoning, stated 
Barbara Dolensek, CICA vice 
president. 

“Should he have to change 
the zoning, we are going to hear 
about it in due course, I am sure” 
she stated. 

Centre Street resident Mi-
chael Prohaska said that it is his 
understanding that the Stuyve-
sant has been sold to a current 
resident on the block. 

He said he was happy with 
the outcome because he believed 
something was going to happen 
to the yacht club property, and 
he did not feel that NYC Parks 
was transparent regarding their 
plans. 

The Stuyvesant Yacht Club is on the eastern end of Centre Street. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

NYC Parks drops City Is. 
public marina plan

from Page 1

and this legacy should con-
tinue, because there are so 
many female role models 
from all backgrounds here 
in the Bronx.”

“This was a very exciting 
process and I was so grate-
ful to be one of the honorees 
for the event,” said Hetty 
Fox, a community activist 
who has lived on the same 
block in Foxhurst, Lyman 
Place, for 75 years, with the 
exception of an eight-year 
period. 

Fox also started her very 
own ‘Play Street’ in 1977, 
where she closes down the 
block for 12 hours so that 
kids can take part in physi-
cal outdoor activities. “I 
was very happy because 
this event brought attention 
to my area of the Bronx, an 
area I am very proud to have 
come from. I am blessed that 
the Bronx Times-Reporter 

recognized my hard work 
and my attempt to maintain 
the value of culture in my 
community.”

“It was a wonderful feel-
ing to be honored - espe-
cially for my writing,” said 
Chrys Napolitano, who is 
the author of a bi-weekly 
column in the Bronx Times-
Reporter called ‘Food for 
Thought’, where she shares 
various cooking recipes 
and provides eating tips for 
her readers. 

She also has experience 
as a community activist, be-
ing with the Locust Point 
Community Association 
for 13 years. “This was very 
gratifying - and I look for-
ward to seeing more women 
get honored in the years to 
come, because there are so 
many important women 
who do so much for their 
communities in this bor-
ough.”

Each year, the Bronx 
Times Reporter honors 25 
women from the Bronx who 
have made a difference for 
their communities and the 
residents within them. 

Readers are invited to 
nominate women for the 
2017 awards by contacting 
the Bronx Times. The an-
nual tradition was started 
by former publisher and 
current Bronx Times Re-
porter editor John Collazzi 
in 2010.

This year’s event was 
sponsored by University Di-
agnostic Medical Imaging, 
P.C. 

The Bronx Times ex-
tends a special thanks to 
Scavello’s on the Island, Je-
rome Florist and BronxNet 
for their participation in 
the event.

See the photospread of 
the event on pages 24 and 
25.

Bronx Times honors 25
Infl uencial Women

from Page 2
his time as a Tuskegee Air-
man to his service as the 
president of Bronx Commu-
nity College and beyond, 
Dr. Brown was a model of 
service and a true friend of 
the Bronx. He will be sorely 
missed.”

“BronxNet celebrates and 
salutes the life of this great 
man who is impossible to re-
place,” shared Paul Gentile, 

BronxNet chairman. “He 
will remain in our collective 
memories for all time.”

Knobbe confi rmed 
BronxNet will televise a 
tribute to Dr. Brown on 
‘OPEN’ starting this Fri-
day, July 8 at 10 a.m., 5 p.m. 
and 10 p.m. and through the 
weekend on BronxNet Chan-
nel 67 Optimum, 33 Fios and 
at www.bronxnet.tv.

He added BronxNet will 

rebroadcast a ‘Perspec-
tives’ interview with Dr. 
Brown on Thursday, July 
14 and Friday, July 15 at 8 
p.m. and Saturday, July 16 
at 9 p.m.

A special longer form 
tribute to the late legend is 
planned to premiere some-
time this September on 
BronxNet. Details to fol-
low as soon as they become 
available.

Tuskegee Airman Dr. 
Brown passes at 94

from Page 6

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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