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Neighbors object to
proposal, CB 10 votes ‘no’

‘NY Salutes
America’ at

Orchard Beach

BronxNet host
congressional debate

BLOCK RALLIES
AGAINST HOME

Summertime Harvest
Bronxites eager to sample farm-fresh, affordable food fl ocked to the 
South Bronx Farmers Market on Saturday, June 18 at East 138th Street 
between Willis and Alexander avenues. Celebrating its third season this 
year, the Mott Haven-based market is open for business every Saturday 
from June 18 through November 19 at 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Hortensia Aguilar 
purchased some fresh veggies at Ernesto Acevedo’s booth.                         
        Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group home being proposed 

for Throggs Neck has the neigh-
borhood up in arms. 

The home for six developmen-
tally disabled adults planned for 
276 Graff Avenue met with fi erce 
opposition from local residents at 
the Community Board 10 general 
meeting on Thursday, June 23. 

CB 10 overwhelmingly  voted to 
disapprove the group home plan 
after listening to an hour’s worth 
of testimony from the residents.

The cadre of residents objected 

to a $600,000 purchase price which 
they feel is above market value, 
and had concerns about their 
property values and a host of an-
ticipated quality of life issues. 

The board’s advisory opinion 
will be taken into consideration at 
a forthcoming NYS Offi ce for Peo-
ple with Developmental Disabili-
ties commissioner’s hearing. 

The state would fund the proj-
ect, which would be administered 
by Services for the Underserved if 
it gets approved. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
BronxNet held a debate for the 

upcoming 13th Congressional Dis-
trict primary. 

It will be the only face-to-face 
in the Bronx for the district that 
also includes Manhattan. 

The taping, which featured 
six of the candidates for the Tues-
day, June 28 Democratic primary 
to replace retiring Congress-
man Charles Rangel, was held at 
BronxNet’s studios at Lehman 
College on Friday, June 17. 

The Bronx Times and the 
League of Women Voters were two 
of the forum’s sponsors. 

BronxTalk host Gary Axel-
bank moderated the discussion, 
posing questions formulated by 
the borough’s press to candidates 
Suzan Johnson Cook, former U.S. 
ambassador; Michael Gallagher; 
former Assemblyman Adam Clay-
ton Powell IV; Sam Sloan; Clyde 
Williams, former Democratic Na-
tional Committee political direc-

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The annual 4th of July tradi-

tion in the Bronx will continue 
this year as the country cele-
brates its 240th birthday.

On Thursday, June 30, Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
and Senator Jeff Klein will host 
the borough’s official kickoff to 
the July 4th Independence Day 
celebrations, titled the annual 
‘New York Salutes America’ 
boardwalk festival and fire-
works extravaganza, which will 
take place at Orchard Beach.

The free event, which is ex-
pected to be attended by over 
10,000 people, is open to the pub-
lic and includes family activi-
ties, including balloon artists, 
magicians and music perfor-
mances.

The event will feature mu-
sic made popular by Bronx art-
ists, many of whom have been 
inducted into the Bronx Walk of 
Fame. 

Songs by Dion, Steven Ty-
ler, Bobby Darin, Nitty, The 
Chiffons, Anthrax, Irene Cara, 
Grand Master Flash, Ace Freh-
ley, Kurtis Blow, Prince Royce 
and Jennifer Lopez will fill the 
air.

Additionally, the event’s line-
up will include the second an-
nual ‘Bronx Empanada Eating 
Contest’. The empanadas are be-
ing supplied by  Havana Cafe. 

Contestants will be selected 
at the beach prior to the con-
test and the winners will win a 
Bronx Prize Package from Di-
az’s office.

The fireworks and perfor-
mances were made possible by 
fireworks company Fireworks 
by Grucci. 

The Grucci Performance 
App, which broadcasts music 
in perfect synchronization with 
the live performance, will be 
available for the event’s attend-
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Bronx leader and commu-

nity advocate was honored by the 
people she lived to serve.

On Saturday, June 11, Coun-
cilman Fernando Cabrera, Dep-
uty Borough President Aurelia 
Greene, Assemblywoman Latoya 
Joyner and Councilwoman Van-
essa Gibson joined members of 
the Loretta Ruddock Smith Street 
Co-naming Planning Commit-
tee, Community Board 5 and the 
Mount Hope Housing Company 
at East 174th Street and David-
son Avenue to co-name the inter-
section ‘Loretta Ruddock Smith 
Way’ in honor of the late Morris 
Heights leader.

According to Cabrera, Smith 
was a well-known community 
leader and advocate for the Morris 
Heights neighborhood, the Bronx 
and New York City who worked on 
numerous issues such as educa-
tion, housing, public safety, youth 
services and policing.

“She was truly a pillar of the 
community and the outpouring of 
support for the street co-naming 
pays a  great tribute to her ser-

Morris Heights advocate 
honored in street naming

vice,” said Cabrera.
Her impressive resume in-

cluded serving on the Community 
Education Council District 9 and 
as board secretary for the Mount 
Hope Housing Company’s Board 
of Directors.

She is remembered as being an 
active proponent of CB 5 and the 
46th Precinct Community Coun-
cil.

Dr. Bola Omatosho, Mount 
Hope Housing Company chair-
man and CB 5 chairman, knew 
and worked alongside Smith for 
almost two decades.

Smith was one of the founding 
members of the Mount Hope Hous-
ing Company’s board of directors, 
he added.

Dr. Omatosho best remembers 
his friend and colleague as a gen-
erous lady who was passionate 
about children, very spiritual and 
loved fl owers.

He said Smith was instrumen-
tal in organizing the annual ‘Play 
Street’ summer block party for lo-
cal children.

Smith was an active parishio-
ner of Charity Church of Christ 

for 42 years and held many leader-
ship roles at her parish including 
treasurer of the Board of Trustees 
of Charity, Building Fund chair-
woman and community liaison.

Every Saturday morning, she 
traveled downtown on the sub-
way to buy fl owers to beautify her 
church.

After Mass, Smith would take 
these fl owers and distribute them 
to people she knew at hospitals 

and those that were ill at home in 
need of spirituality.

Smith was born on September 
1, 1936 in Westmoreland, Jamaica 
where she attended primary 
school before moving to England.

She would continue her educa-
tion there and further her studies 
after immigrating to the United 
States as a very young woman.

Smith was happily married to 
Waverly Smith for 45 years.

The couple did not have any 
children.

Dr. Omatosho said her sudden 
death on March 23, 2015 at the age 
of 78 came as a shock for every-
one.

“She was a great lady and this 
honor could not have come any 
faster than it did,” he said. “For 
this to happen only a year after she 
passed away shows just how much 
she meant to the community.”

Councilman Cabrera, Deputy Borough President Greene and several community leaders unveiled the street sign honoring 
Loretta Ruddock Smith. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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The Time  
Is Now!

  Exciting Majors Including: Occupational Therapy, Nursing, Physician Assistant, Aviation, 
and Pharmaceutical Science 

 Research and Internship Opportunities at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
 Get a High-Value Education at an Affordable Cost

Why York?

Visit our website: www.york.cuny.edu/admissions

You can still register for the fall 2016 semester!

Rev. Dr. Edward Mulraine Jamaal Bailey

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A long-serving state senator in the 

northeast Bronx has accepted a post in 
Governor Cuomo’s administration. 

Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson, who 
has represented the 36th district for 16 
years, begins her new position as Special 
Advisor for Policy and Community Affairs 
for NYS State Homes and Community Re-
newal on July 1.

Attention is now turning to who will re-
place her in the senate. 

The state agency that Hassell-Thomson 
joins is tasked with building, preserving 
and protecting affordable housing and 
encouraging home ownership across the 
state. She said she is thrilled to join the 
Cuomo administration. 

“Under Governor Cuomo, HCR has a 
tremendous impact on advancing housing 
policy state-wide, including the Governor’s 
efforts in developing and protecting afford-
able housing and protecting vulnerable 
communities,” said Hassell-Thompson. “I 
am excited to lend my expertise to those ef-
forts.” Hassell-Thompson has served in the 
state legislature since 2000, having previ-
ously been in the Mount Vernon City Coun-
cil, a registered nurse, and CEO of Whart 
Development Company, Inc., a real estate 
developer. 

The heavily Democratic seat will be ef-
fectively decided in the party’s primary on 
Tuesday, September 13. 

Hassell-Thompson joins Cuomo administration

The district covers Baychester, Wil-
liamsbridge, Wakefi eld, Co-op City and 
Norwood in the Bronx and part of Mount 
Vernon in Westchester. 

The petitioning process, which deter-
mines who will be on the ballot in Sep-
tember, is still underway and petition 
signatures are being collected through 
mid-July. 

Prospective candidates, include Jamaal 
Bailey, Rev. Que English, Rev. Edward 
Mulraine, Pamela Johnson, Crystal Col-

lins and Dr. Alvin Ponder. 
Bailey, an attorney, is Assembly Speaker 

Carl Heastie’s community affairs director 
and Male Disrrict Leader in the 83rd As-
sembly District. 

He got his start in Heastie’s offi ce 12 
years ago, when he interned in Albany 
while attending college, he said. 

“I really feel that my legislative expe-
rience is what sets me apart in the fi eld,” 
said Bailey, who added that he has tangible 
experience in government and roots in the 
community. 

He has been a resident of the borough 
for nearly his entire life, he said. 

Bailey said that he sees the top needs 
of the district as education through teach-
ing the ‘whole child’; making sure that 
people have quality jobs that they can 
take pride in and that offer clear paths 
for advancement and improving quality-
of-life, especially for seniors and young 
people. 

English brings experience not only as a 
pastor, but also as an activist and advocate 
for the people, she said. 

“I have been an advocate for the people 
and have been working for criminal justice 
reform, economic development and educa-
tion reform for many years,” said English, 
adding that she sees herself as a strategist, 
innovator and a movement builder. 

Mulraine said he has served as Wil-
liamsbride NAACP president and on the 

Board of Education District 11 school 
board, and has a quarter century of expe-
rience serving the community both in the 
Bronx  portion of the district and in Mount 
Vernon. 

“I am not hand-picked and bank-rolled 
by special interest persons or groups,” said 
Mulraine. “I am running a grassroots cam-
paign of volunteers and people who want 
better leadership in Albany.”

Mulraine is the pastor of Unity Baptist 
Tabernacle Church in Mount Vernon, NY.  
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After the vote, board 
members shared their opin-
ions on the outpouring of 
opposition, which at times 
dissolved into shouting and 
noticable frustration. 

Board member Bob Bie-
der said that CB 10 went 
along with the community 
because the board repre-
sents the community and 
there was a major outcry 
against the proposal. 

“The problem is that 
people just don’t know who 
is moving in and they are 
afraid,” said Bieder. “The 
agencies that are opening 
these homes should intro-
duce their clients to the 
community; I think that 

Congressional debate on BronxNet
From page 1

The debate moderator Gary Axelbank (c) with the Congressional candidates who took part in the 
forum. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Neighbors rally against group home
From page 1

A house 276 Graff Avenue is the site of a proposed group home 
that has stirred up controversy. CB 10 voted against it in an advi-
sory role. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

would make a world of dif-
ference.” 

Bieder said that with 
the lack of information he 
could understand the hom-
eowner’s concerns. A group 
home has operated on his 
block for years and they 
have been great neighbors, 
he added. 

Another CB 10 member, 
Andrew Chirico, opposed 
the plan because he believes 
the fair market value of the 
home in question is closer 
to $400,000. He believes that 
the clients will not be from 
the community. 

Graff Avenue neigh-
bor Sonia Capifali shared 
Chirico’s sentiment about 
the purchase price, saying 

that “the state of New York 
is making this investment 
and it is fi scally irrespon-
sible.” 

She added that the group 
home plan was an unfair 
burden on her block. 

One of several board 
members to vote in favor of 
the home was Irene Guanill. 

Guanill said that she has 
a 32-year-old nephew with a 
developmental disability 
and her family is searching 
for a group home for him. 

Guanill said she was 
grateful for group homes 
because people with devel-
opmental disabilities can 
now live on their own with 
the necessary supervision. 

Local businessman John 

Cerini said that he and sev-
eral others had knocked on 
doors on Graff Avenue to in-
form the community about 
the vote. He expressed his 
opposition to the proposal 
during the meeting. 

The Graff Avenue group 
home had previously been 
discussed at a CB 10 hearing 
on Tuesday, June 7, where it 
did not appear have signifi -
cant opposition. 

Another group home pro-
posal by Daybreak Indepen-
dent Services that was also 
on the agenda on June 7, 
slated for 3206 Middletown 
Road, has been withdrawn 
on June 23, according to a 
letter read by CB 10 chair-
man Martin Prince. 

tor and Assemblyman Keith 
Wright.  

Senator Adriano Es-
paillat and Assemblyman 
Guillermo Linares couldn’t 
participant because they 
were in Albany voting on 
end-of-session bills. 

Michael Max Knobbe, 
BronxNet executive direc-
tor said that the discus-
sion was held to benefi t the 
voters of the 13th Congres-
sional District, which en-

compasses 150,000 borough 
voters in the northwestern 
part of the borough. 

Bronx portion of the 
district includes Van Cor-
tlandt Village, Bedford 
Park, Kingsbridge, Univer-
sity Heights, Norwood and 
Fordham. 

“The issues that were 
brought up were important 
to raise civic awareness,” 
said Knobbe. “It is about fos-
tering informed constituen-
cies, sharing information 

and having the candidates 
have a voice on the network 
of the people of the Bronx.” 

The executive director 
said he believes the more 
opportunities for people to 
get access to information 
about elections, the more 
informed their decisions 
are. 

Among the topics cov-
ered during the hour-long 
debate, including questions 
developed by Axelbank and 
producer Yeila Lluberes, 

were affordable housing, 
Rangel’s legacy, immigra-
tion, how to encourage de-
velopment without bring-
ing about gentrifi cation, 
Republican control of the 
House of Representatives 
and military policy. 

The debate at BronxNet 
featured fewer candidates 
than in a previous AARP-
sponsored debate in Man-
hattan, which may be a 
good feature of the Bronx-
Net forum, said Laura 
Altschuler of the League of 
Women Voters.  

“There was the give 

and take between the can-
didates, and you learned 
more about the candidates 
that way,” she said. 

The lone Republican did 
not get invited to the debate 
because he does not have a 
primary.

Axelbank said that he 
was happy to have the help 
of the borough’s news orga-
nizations and the League of 
Women Voters. 

While he makes all fi nal 
decisions himself, their in-
put was appreciated. 

“Especially tonight 
where there were a lot of 

issues, (Altschuler) and 
the league’s expertise was 
incredibly valuable,” said 
Axelbank. 

“Over the 21 years of that 
I have been doing this…hav-
ing professional and experi-
enced people who can ad-
vise and support, not only 
helps me and the station, 
but makes the democratic 
process in the Bronx much 
stronger.”  

The program will air on 
BronxNet prior to the pri-
mary frequently, and can 
also be seen on bronxnet.
org.

The students who were part of the BronxNet crew that helped produce the debate learned a lot. On 
the far left is BronxNet executive director Michael Max Knobbe and debate moderator Gary Axelbank 
is in the center. Photo courtesy of Alexander Krstevski at BronxNet
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A spate of violence in several parts of a 

normally quiet 45th Precinct has some in 
the community on edge. 

Several gun shootings and a stabbing 
rattled Westchester Square, Throggs Neck 
and Co-op City and raised concerns that we 
may be in for a surprise this summer.  

In two of the instances, including in 
Pearly Gates Playground, people were shot 
or grazed in the head. 

Community activist Sandi Lusk of the 
Westchetser Square Zerega Improvement 
Organization said that that a shooting on 
the evening of Sunday, June 12 which saw 
a teenager rushed to Jacobi Medical Center 
after being shot in the head, is raising a call 
for more police presence. 

“It is a playground that has always 
been at risk,” said Lusk of the park on 
Westchester Avenue, where she has oper-
ated youth programing for 25 years. “What 
we would like is for the police to step up 
patrols in the evenings, or (just) generally, 
around that playground.” 

WSZIO, with funding from Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto and Metro Optics, 
will be operating a children’s mini-summer 
program in Pearly Gates Playground on suc-
cessive Saturdays from Saturday, July 23 to 
Saturday, August 13. 

The playground had once been prone 
to crime, she said, but in recent years the 

Rash of shootings cause concern

park has seen rejuvenation and a renova-
tion with funding secured by Councilman 
James Vacca. 

“It has always been a very fragile bal-
ance,” said Lusk, adding that on June 12, 
the balance tipped in the wrong direction. 

Joanna Bimonte, a Zerega resident who 
lives near Pearly Gates, concurred with 
Lusk, and said that it seems that the area 
does receive as much police attention as in 

the past. 
In Throggs Neck, in front of 852 Revere 

Avenue, a man was grazed in the head in an 
dispute that may have started on one of the 
nearby highways, police sources said. 

A man in a red Dodge Caravan opened 
fi re on the victim after a verbal dispute, ac-
cording to police, at approximately 2 p.m. 
on Wednesday, June 15. A second perpetra-
tor drove the minivan, cops said. 

The victim, an adult, was taken to 
the hospital in stable condition, a police 
source stated. Published reports linked 
the attack to a variety of causes, including 
road range and contraband cigarettes. 

One of the neighbors on the scene said 
that the shooting left bullet holes in some 
homes and blood in the street. 

“This neighborhood is not prone to 
this kind of violence” said a neighbor 
Alex Chillak, adding “Throggs Neck is 
usually very quiet.” 

He said that he believes that there has 
been a rise in crime in Throggs Neck and 
elsewhere, despite statistics to the con-
trary. 

In Co-op City, there was both a shoot-
ing and a stabbing over a two-day pe-
riod. 

Police offi cers responded to 100 Ein-
stein Loop at 7:40 p.m on Wednesday, June 
15 and found that the victim had been fol-
lowed into an elevator and stabbed after a 
dispute, according to a police source.

The victim was taken to Jacobi Med-
ical Center in stable condition, cops 
stated. 

The next day, at 4:58 a.m., cops re-
sponded to a fourth fl oor apartment at 
100 Carver Loop, where a person inside 
said two shots were fi red at a door lead-
ing to a building hallway.

--with Steven Goodstein  

Cops marked off a perimeter on Revere Avenue shortly after the incident occurred. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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(l-r) Bronx Connect’s Christopher Garcia; Michael Alvarado, supervisor; Rev. Wendy Calderon 
Payne; Taneka Seldon, staff member; Tara Brown-Arnell, director and Michael Rodriguez, out-
reach worker. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Ariany Polo, court liaison; Gabriela Martinez, case manager; Shakedria Mathis, employment 
specialist; Kathyn Goldbeck, executive assistant and Emily Romero, AII Rec administrator.  
               Photo by Miriam Quin

Councilwoman Gibson proudly displayed her awards rec-
ognizing her service to the community. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Legendary hip-hop artist Grandmaster Caz (l) received his award from 
Christopher Garcia, RTG Cure Violence manager and Rev. Wendy Calde-
ron Payne, Bronx Connect executive director. Photo by Miriam Quin

Jerome LaMaar graciously accepted his award from Bronx 
Connect’s Ruth Stukes (l), program manager and Rev. Wen-
dy Calderon Payne. Photo by Miriam Quin

Bronx Connect’s Michael Alvarado (1st on r) celebrated with police offi cers Logan (l), Sean (2nd on 
l) and Hubberd (r). Photo by Miriam Quin

Honorees Jerome LaMaar (3rd on l) and Devyn Abdullah (c) met with Bronx Connect students (l-r) 
Kevin Williams, Tyler Puiaeos, Eddiana Wallace, Bobby Campbell and Stephan Landsmark during 
the celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin

After serving the community for 16 years, Bronx Connect recognized those that make the Bronx a better place. Celebrating its ‘sweet sixteen’ this year, the faith-based, community program honored 
Bronxites who are making a positive impact on their community at an awards ceremony held on Thursday, June 16 at the Bronx Museum of the Arts. This year’s remarkable honorees included Council-
woman Vanessa Gibson, hip-hop artist Grandmaster Caz, fashion designer Jerome LaMaar and supermodel Devyn Abdullah.

BRONX CONNECT’S CELEBRATES

‘Sweet Sixteen’
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FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
June 27th 11am- 3:30pm
June 29th 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  
June 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Meetings were recently held to discuss 

the sale of one of the oldest nursing homes 
in the Bronx.

There has been a lot of activity at the Beth 
Abraham facility in the past three weeks, 
as two meetings were held to respond to the 
unconfi rmed sale of the nursing home that 
has been a neighborhood staple for decades.

On Tuesday, May 31, a town hall was held 
between CenterLight Health Care, who still 
technically owns the Beth Abraham facility 
(as the deal has not offi cially been fi nalized 
with Centers Health Care) and the facility’s 
employees. 

The meeting, at the Beth Abraham fa-
cility on 612 Allerton Avenue, was held to 
update all in attendance on the all-but fi nal-
ized sale and what it will mean to them.

“This meeting was held to give employ-
ees and workers an opportunity to express 
their concerns and frustrations,” said one 
employee, who wished to keep his name 
anonymous. 

“Some of these employees were being 

Beth Abraham staff 
hears the bad news

Both meetings were held at Beth Abraham’s nurs-
ing home facility. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

updated for the fi rst time, and since we 
(employees) haven’t been kept in the mix, 
I’m sure some of that information was very 
shocking and unsettling to hear,” the staffer 
added.

Last Thursday, a ‘Senior Task Force’ 
meeting was also held at Beth Abraham, 
where employees, 1199 union members met 
with  Centers Health Care offi cials.

According to sources current employ-
ees were encouraged to secure a new ben-
efi ts agreement before new ownership takes 
over. 

Also at the meeting, Centers Health 
Care told employees and union members 
that they plan to replace some of the current 
staff with other agencies and contracts. 

They also learned that the new agency 
plans on shedding salaries and reducing the 
current minimum wage of $15 per hour to 
$13.75, and $11 for new hires. 

The employees thought that pay cuts 
were off the table.

Registered nurses, recreational thera-
pists and certifi ed nursing assistants, 

among other positions, may also have their 
roles and annual salaries reduced.

“A nursing home, one that has provided 
top quality care at its peak and has been 
an important part of the community for so 
long, should not be making so many changes 
so suddenly,” an employee said. “These 
changes, all which I believe are motivated 
through money, will run this facility’s qual-
ity of care into the ground and will eventu-
ally be a disaster for the neighborhood.”

“Longevity doesn’t mean anything any-
more,” they added, referring to employees 
who will more than likely be let go after 20 
and 30-year tenures. “Cut backs in staff, es-
pecially well-experienced employees, will 
only cause Beth Abraham’s quality of ser-
vice to diminish.”

“In the long run, this facility’s  cutting 
corners to save money will only result in 
less care, more malpractice scenarios and 
more confusion,” said Howard Kalish, a 
Beth Abraham resident for the last four 
years. 

“In the midst of the recent changes that 
have taken place at Beth Abraham, I stand 

shoulder to should with its employees, who 
don’t have a clear idea of what is going to 
take place next and I will continue to sup-
port them during this process,” said Sena-
tor Jeff Klein.

Centers Health Care did not return a re-
quest for comment.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A successful real estate brokerage fi rm 

opened a new location in the Bronx.
Last month, Better Homes and Gardens 

Real Estate-Rand Realty announced the 
opening of their newest location, at 3432-06 
East Tremont Avenue.

The opening of the Better Homes and 
Gardens Real Estate-Rand Realty  offi ce is 
their fi rst offi ce to be located within the fi ve 
boroughs as the brokerage continues to ex-
pand.

Rand Realty opens fi rst Bronx offi ce 

The new offi ce at 3432-06 E. Tremont Avenue.
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate-
Rand Realty specializes in all types of resi-
dential real estate, with brokers who offer 
expertise and knowledge of local markets. 

The brokerage also specializes in com-
mercial real estate, offering professional 
commercial real estate brokerage through 
Rand Commercial as well as a full range of 
home services through Hudson United, an 
affi liate that provides mortgage brokerage, 
title and insurance services.

The new offi ce will concentrate and fo-
cus on growing market share in the neigh-

borhoods in the east Bronx, such as Throgs 
Neck, Country Club, Pelham Bay, Morris 
Park, Pelham Parkway and Indian Village.

“With years of experience conducting 
business in the Bronx area, this new loca-
tion will grow our market share through-
out the borough,” said Deborah DiMiceli, 
branch manager of Better Homes and Gar-
dens-Rand Realty Bronx offi ce. “We’re ex-
cited to continue to serve and cultivate our 
commitment to the area and community 
and look forward to being able to assist cus-
tomers with all their real estate needs.”

“As we strive to grow our brand and of-
ferings, our newest location in the Bronx 
will allow us to service new areas, expand-
ing our reach,” said Matthew Rand, manag-
ing partner of Better Homes and Gardens-
Rand Realty. 

“As one of New York City’s most up-
and-coming areas, Throggs Neck provides 
a great opportunity for the brokerage to 
expand,” a spokesperson for Better Homes 
and Gardens-Rand Realty. “East Tremont 
Avenue’s multiculturalism attracted us to 
the area, which well represents the back-
grounds of our clients and the communities 
we serve.”

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate-
Rand Realty, which was founded in 1984, is 
currently the number one real estate bro-
kerage fi rm in the Greater Hudson Valley. 

The fi rm currently has 24 offi ces serv-
ing Westchester, Rockland, Orange, Put-Employees of the new Bronx offi ce. Photo courtesy of Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate-Rand Realty

nam and Dutchess counties in New York, 
as well as Bergen and Passaic counties in 
New Jersey.

An offi cial grand opening/ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony is planned to take place at 
the offi ce sometime in July.
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Councilman Vacca (1st on r) was presented an award by CEC 11 for his work in the district. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s Offi ce

The Community Education Council District 11 celebrated its tenth annual Legislative Breakfast on Fri-
day, June 10 at the Eastwood Manor.

CEC 11’S ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. guest starred on the Community Board Athletic Leadership League 
Radio Show on Monday, June 6.

BP RUBEN DIAZ SPEAKS ON C-BALL RADIO

Borough President Diaz made a guest appearance on a recent edition of C-Ball Radio. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

The Jazz Foundation’s performance was music to many Bronxites’ ears. 
 Photo by Lizbeth Ramirez

The Capitol District Farmers Market reopened on Tuesday, June 7 at Joyce Kilmer Park Foundation. 
Sponsored by the 161st Street Business Improvement District, shoppers satisfi ed their taste buds with 
delicious locally-grown and produced vegetables, fruit and baked goods while listening to live music 
from the Jazz Foundation.

CAPITOL DISTRICT FARMERS MARKET REOPENS
New Venture Academy 219X students expressed their creativity by painting tables to address child 
abuse on Tuesday, June 7 at Crotona Park. The summertime LeAp  Public Art Program is set to run 
until this August.

NEW VENTURE ACADEMY’S ART EXHIBIT

(l-r) Eduardo Nina, Fredy Pimentel, Mouhamed Toure and Rashaan Dozier created an art piece address-
ing child abuse. 
 Photo courtesy of LeAp Public Art

Borough President Diaz met and discussed ideas with students regarding the recently formed 
Bronx Youth Corps. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. met with M.S. 390 students on Tuesday, June 7 for the 
fi rst-ever meeting of the Bronx Youth Corps. First proposed by Diaz in his ‘State of the Bor-
ough’ address in February, the Bronx Youth Corps is a service learning and leadership devel-
opment program that empowers middle and high school Bronx students to establish positive 
changes in their community.

BRONX YOUTH CORPS
INITIAL MEETING
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ees, who can simply go to the 
App Store or Google Play on an 
Android or iPhone, download 

the app for free and search ‘Fire-
works by Grucci’ to tune in dur-
ing the show.

“This is a great, fun-fi lled eve-

‘NY Salutes America’ at Orchard Beach
From page 1 ning that one can spend with their 

friends and family,” said Diaz. 
“This is one of our jewel events, 
which this year showcases the ad-
dition of our second annual eating 

contest, where people from across 
the city can experience the best 
that the Bronx has to offer.”

“The Fourth of July is a cele-

Assemblyman Michael R. Benedetto 
announced that the Assembly passed leg-
islation requiring the state health and 
education departments to create state-
wide guidelines for school districts and 
boards of cooperative educational ser-
vices (BOCES) to test drinking water for 
lead. 

Under the measure, costs associated 
with testing and remediation will be eli-
gible for reimbursement by the state.

“When parents send their children 
to school, they do so expecting they will 
learn in a safe environment. However, re-
cent test results have shown some schools 
in New York State have unsafe levels of 
lead in their drinking water,” said As-
semblyman Benedetto. “This legislation 
will create standards that ensure every 

Benedetto passes Assembly’s 
safe drinking water effort

school across the state – whether in a 
wealthy area or a poor community – has 
the resources it needs to test its drinking 
water, so we can be sure our kids aren’t 
being exposed to harmful levels of lead.”

 The legislation passed by the Assem-
bly would direct the state Department 
of Health and Department of Education 
to enact regulations for schools to peri-
odically test for lead and help school dis-
tricts pay for the testing. 

Currently, some school districts have 
voluntarily tested for lead, however it is 
not required. 

This legislation further specifies that 
if lead is found in the water, testing must 
occur at a frequency to be determined 
by the regulations to ensure the water is 
safe. 

Additionally, safe drinking water 
must be provided and parents need to 
be notified of the test results in a timely 
manner.

Studies show that high levels of lead 
can negatively impact a young child’s 
ability to learn and even cause brain 
damage. 

“The health of our students is too im-
portant to put at risk,” Assemblyman 
Benedetto said. “When a child is drink-
ing from a school water fountain, parents 
should feel 100 percent confident that the 
water is clean and safe.”

Early Morning Soundview Shooting

When A child is drinking 
from a school water fountain, 

parents should feel 100 
percent confi dent that the 

water is clean and safe.
Michael R. Benedetto

Assemblyman

A man was fatally shot by police offi cers after he allegedly pointed a gun at them in the early 
morning hours of Sunday, June 19 near the Soundview Houses.
According to police, 43rd Precinct police offi cers received a Shot Spotter alert and 911 calls about 
a gun wielding man near the public houses. Responding offi cers discovered the man around 2 
a.m. at 1725 Randall Avenue and demanded he drop his gun, but he instead pointed it at them. 
Police said that three police offi cera fi red at least 31 shots. The man was identifi ed as 25-year-old 
Rashaun Lloyd. He was rushed to Jacobi Medical Center where he was pronounced deceased.  No 
offi cers were injured and a gun was recovered at the scene, police said. Law enforcement of-
fi cials said Lloyd had prior arrests for robbery, criminal trespass and possession of marijuana.
                                            Photo by Edwin Soto

Event fl yer for the ‘New York Salutes America’ boardwalk festival and fi reworks 
extravaganza. Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce

As we refl ect upon the extraordinary 
history of our nation, we must remember 

the nation, we must remember the sacrifi ces 
of our country’s brave servicemen and 
servicewoman, whose courageous acts 

contribute to our nation’s freedom
Jeff Klein

Senator

bratory time for all Americans,” 
said Klein. “Every year, I look 
forward to our fireworks ex-
travaganza, which has become 
a cherished tradition for our 
Bronx families.”

“As we reflect upon the ex-
traordinary history of our na-
tion, we must remember the sac-
rifices of our country’s brave 
servicemen and servicewomen, 
whose courageous acts contrib-
uted to our nation’s freedom,” 
the senator added.

This year’s ‘New York Sa-
lutes America’ boardwalk festi-
val and fireworks extravaganza 
will begin at 6 p.m. 

The event’s eating contest 
will start at 7:45 p.m., with the 
fireworks show beginning at 
9:20 p.m.

Orchard Beach is also home 
to the annual ‘Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer Walk’ in 
October.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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7th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 - 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2016
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
              Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Tiffany Warren

Effie Ardizzone

Hetty Fox

Joyce A. Rivera

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson

Catherine Praino

Jessica Zufall

Nicole Perrino

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch

Andrea Siegel

Avril Francis

Linda Cunningham

Chrys Napolitano

Lynne Greco

Leenda Bonilla

Evern Gillard-Randolph

Olga Luz Tirado

Peggy Robles Alvarado

Giselle Melendez Susca

Maria Aponte

Keynote Speaker:
Lieutenant Governor 

Kathleen Hochul
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