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Neighbors object to proposal, CB 10 votes ‘no’
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BronxNet hosts congressional debate
Continued on Page 83

Continued on Page 83

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
BronxNet held a debate for 

the upcoming 13th Congres-
sional District primary. 

It will be the only face-to-
face in the Bronx for the dis-
trict that also includes Man-
hattan. 

The taping, which featured 
six of the candidates for the 
Tuesday, June 28 Democratic 
primary to replace retiring 
Congressman Charles Rangel, 

was held at BronxNet’s stu-
dios at Lehman College on Fri-
day, June 17. 

The Bronx Times and the 
League of Women Voters were 
two of the forum’s sponsors. 

BronxTalk host Gary Axel-
bank moderated the discus-
sion, posing questions formu-
lated by the borough’s press 
to candidates Suzan Johnson 
Cook, former U.S. ambassa-
dor; Michael Gallagher; for-

mer Assemblyman Adam 
Clayton Powell IV; Sam Sloan; 
Clyde Williams, former Demo-
cratic National Committee po-
litical director and Assembly-
man Keith Wright.  

Senator Adriano Espaillat 
and Assemblyman Guillermo 
Linares couldn’t participant 
because they were in Albany 
voting on end-of-session bills. 

Michael Max Knobbe, 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group home being pro-

posed for Throggs Neck has 
the neighborhood up in arms. 

The home for six devel-
opmentally disabled adults 
planned for 276 Graff Avenue 
met with fi erce opposition 
from local residents at the 
Community Board 10 general 
meeting on Thursday, June 
23. 

CB 10 overwhelmingly  
voted to disapprove the group 
home plan after listening to 
an hour’s worth of testimony 
from the residents.

The cadre of residents ob-
jected to a $600,000 purchase 
price which they feel is above 
market value, and had con-
cerns about their property val-
ues and a host of anticipated 
quality of life issues. 

The board’s advisory opin-
ion will be taken into consid-
eration at a forthcoming NYS 
Offi ce for People with Develop-
mental Disabilities commis-
sioner’s hearing. 

The state would fund the 
project, which would be ad-
ministered by Services for 
the Underserved if it gets ap-

proved. 
After the vote, board mem-

bers shared their opinions on 
the outpouring of opposition, 
which at times dissolved into 
shouting and noticable frus-
tration. 

Board member Bob Bie-
der said that CB 10 went along 
with the community because 
the board represents the com-
munity and there was a major 
outcry against the proposal. 

“The problem is that people 
just don’t know who is moving 
in and they are afraid,” said 

Bronxites eager to sample farm-fresh, affordable food fl ocked 
to the South Bronx Farmers Market on Saturday, June 18 at East 
138th Street between Willis and Alexander avenues. Celebrating 
its third season this year, the Mott Haven-based market is open 
for business every Saturday from June 18 through November 19 
at 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Hortensia Aguilar purchased some fresh veg-
gies at Ernesto Acevedo’s booth.                         Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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BRONX
2425 Eastchester Road

Bronx, NY  10469
Phone: 718-405-7500

MANHATTAN
1123 Park Avenue at 90th Street

New York, NY  10028
Phone: 718-405-7500

LOCATIONS

At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating
them as special individuals. Our practice puts patients first,
providing a positive experience through personalized care to make 
each consultation and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as
possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard of
excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx Plastic Surgery
provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic 
procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest 
standards and surgical techniques as they believe that the best 
plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and 
experience. We know that you have placed a great deal of confidence 
in us to provide a positive surgical experience and the outcome you 
desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, 
and expectation and motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure 
before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The annual 4th of July 

tradition in the Bronx will 
continue this year as the 
country celebrates its 240th 
birthday.

On Thursday, June 30, 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz, Jr. and Senator Jeff 
Klein will host the borough’s 
official kickoff to the July 
4th Independence Day cel-
ebrations, titled the annual 
‘New York Salutes America’ 
boardwalk festival and fire-
works extravaganza, which 
will take place at Orchard 
Beach.

The free event, which is 
expected to be attended by 
over 10,000 people, is open to 
the public and includes fam-
ily activities, including bal-
loon artists, magicians and 
music performances.

The event will feature mu-
sic made popular by Bronx 
artists, many of whom have 
been inducted into the Bronx 
Walk of Fame. 

Songs by Dion, Steven Ty-
ler, Bobby Darin, Nitty, The 
Chiffons, Anthrax, Irene 
Cara, Grand Master Flash, 
Ace Frehley, Kurtis Blow, 

‘New York Salutes America’ at Orchard Beach
Prince Royce and Jennifer 
Lopez will fill the air.

Additionally, the event’s 
line-up will include the sec-
ond annual ‘Bronx Empan-
ada Eating Contest’. The em-
panadas are being supplied 
by  Havana Cafe. 

Contestants will be se-
lected at the beach prior to 
the contest and the winners 
will win a Bronx Prize Pack-
age from Diaz’s office.

The fireworks and perfor-
mances were made possible 
by fireworks company Fire-
works by Grucci. 

The Grucci Performance 
App, which broadcasts music 
in perfect synchronization 
with the live performance, 
will be available for the 
event’s attendees, who can 
simply go to the App Store or 
Google Play on an Android 
or iPhone, download the app 
for free and search ‘Fire-
works by Grucci’ to tune in 
during the show.

“This is a great, fun-filled 
evening that one can spend 
with their friends and fam-
ily,” said Diaz. “This is one 
of our jewel events, which 
this year showcases the ad-

dition of our second annual 
eating contest, where peo-
ple from across the city can 
experience the best that the 
Bronx has to offer.”

“The Fourth of July is 
a celebratory time for all 
Americans,” said Klein. 
“Every year, I look forward 
to our fireworks extrava-
ganza, which has become a 
cherished tradition for our 
Bronx families.”

“As we reflect upon the 
extraordinary history of our 
nation, we must remember 
the sacrifices of our coun-
try’s brave servicemen and 
servicewomen, whose cou-
rageous acts contributed to 
our nation’s freedom,” the 
senator added.

This year’s ‘New York Sa-
lutes America’ boardwalk 
festival and fireworks ex-
travaganza will begin at 6 
p.m. 

The event’s eating contest 
will start at 7:45 p.m., with 
the fireworks show begin-
ning at 9:20 p.m.

Orchard Beach is also 
home to the annual ‘Making 
Strides Against Breast Can-
cer Walk’ in October.

Event fl yer for the ‘New York Salutes America’ boardwalk festival and 
fi reworks extravaganza. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s offi ce

Da Franco 
& Tony

Ristorante
SUMMER SPECIAL MENU

ANTIPASTO (Appetizer)
(Please choose one)

Vongole Oreganata
Little Neck Clams Baked 

with Herbed Bread Crumbs.

Trecolore Salad
Arugula, Endive, Radicchio, 

Ricotta Salata Cheese Lemon Dressing.

Gamberi Cocktail
Jumbo Shrimp served with Cocktail sauce.

Polipo Alla Grilla
Grilled Octopus with Arugula, 

potatoes and onions.

$3500
(Plus tax, and gratuity)

SECONDO (Main Course)
(Please choose one)

Linguine Frutta Di Mari con Aragosta
Linguini with whole Lobster, Calamari, Clams, 

Mussels with Basil & Light Tomato sauce.

Garganelli Alla Norma
Hand Rolled Pasta with Eggplant, Tomato, 

Basil Pesto & Fior Latte Mozzarella.

Pollo Rolatini
Breast of Chicken stuffed with spinach and mozzarella 

cheese in a light white wine sauce.

Bisteca Alla Grilla
Skirt steak grilled and sliced served over broccoli rabe 

sautéed in garlic and olive oil.

Dover Sole
Whole fi sh oven roasted with lemon and white wine sauce.

Including 
a glass 

of house wine 
or

sangria.

SUMMER SPECIAL MENU



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 24-30, 2016 5  BTR

     

 

Businesses with 20 or more full-time employees 
in NYC must offer a commuter benefits program. 
Employees and employers both save. Talk to 
your employer today!   

Contact 311 or visit nyc.gov/commuterbenefits
#CommuterBenefits 
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Mail-in rebate offer valid for purchases made between 5/21/16 and 7/10/16. Rebate forms must be received by 8/7/16. See rebate form at 
store for complete details. Save up to $80 total per household and/or address. Some products may not be available at every store. 

Quarts, Color Sampler, and Pro-Hide® products not eligible for rebate. © 2016 Pratt & Lambert Paints

3391 East Tremont Avenue Bronx, 
NY 10461 718-239-1273 

tremontpaint.com

Monday-Friday 7-5 
Saturday 8-5

CLAIM YOUR REBATE ONLINE! SEE REBATE PAD FOR DETAILS.

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A Bronx leader and com-

munity advocate was hon-
ored by the people she lived to 
serve.

On Saturday, June 11, 
Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera, Deputy Borough Presi-
dent Aurelia Greene, Assem-
blywoman Latoya Joyner and 
Councilwoman Vanessa Gib-
son joined members of the Lo-
retta Ruddock Smith Street 
Co-naming Planning Commit-
tee, Community Board 5 and 
the Mount Hope Housing Com-
pany at East 174th Street and 
Davidson Avenue to co-name 
the intersection ‘Loretta Rud-
dock Smith Way’ in honor 
of the late Morris Heights 
leader.

According to Cabrera, 
Smith was a well-known com-
munity leader and advocate 
for the Morris Heights neigh-
borhood, the Bronx and New 
York City who worked on nu-
merous issues such as educa-
tion, housing, public safety, 
youth services and policing.

“She was truly a pillar of 
the community and the out-
pouring of support for the 
street co-naming pays a  great 
tribute to her service,” said 

Morris Heights advocate honored in street naming
Cabrera.

Her impressive resume in-
cluded serving on the Commu-
nity Education Council Dis-
trict 9 and as board secretary 
for the Mount Hope Housing 
Company’s Board of Direc-
tors.

She is remembered as be-
ing an active proponent of CB 
5 and the 46th Precinct Com-
munity Council.

Dr. Bola Omatosho, Mount 
Hope Housing Company chair-
man and CB 5 chairman, knew 
and worked alongside Smith 
for almost two decades.

Smith was one of the found-
ing members of the Mount 
Hope Housing Company’s 
board of directors, he added.

Dr. Omatosho best remem-
bers his friend and colleague 
as a generous lady who was 
passionate about children, 
very spiritual and loved fl ow-
ers.

He said Smith was instru-
mental in organizing the an-
nual ‘Play Street’ summer 
block party for local children.

Smith was an active pa-
rishioner of Charity Church 
of Christ for 42 years and held 
many leadership roles at her 
parish including treasurer 

of the Board of Trustees of 
Charity, Building Fund chair-
woman and community liai-
son.

Every Saturday morning, 
she traveled downtown on the 
subway to buy fl owers to beau-
tify her church.

After Mass, Smith would 
take these fl owers and distrib-
ute them to people she knew at 
hospitals and those that were 
ill at home in need of spiritu-

ality.
Smith was born on Septem-

ber 1, 1936 in Westmoreland, 
Jamaica where she attended 
primary school before moving 
to England.

She would continue her 
education there and further 
her studies after immigrating 
to the United States as a very 
young woman.

Smith was happily married 
to Waverly Smith for 45 years.

The couple did not have 
any children.

Dr. Omatosho said her sud-
den death on March 23, 2015 at 
the age of 78 came as a shock 
for everyone.

“She was a great lady and 
this honor could not have 
come any faster than it did,” 
he said. “For this to happen 
only a year after she passed 
away shows just how much she 
meant to the community.”

Councilman Cabrera, Deputy Borough President Greene and several community leaders unveiled the street 
sign honoring Loretta Ruddock Smith. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Tally Ho Picnic Lunch
The Social Welfare Asso-

ciation of Edgewater Park is 
hosting a Tally Ho (fun card 
game) Picnic Lunch on Satur-
day, June 24, 1 to 4 p.m. 

Included will be hot dogs, 
hamburgers, potato salad, 

beverages, etc.
Also, there will be gift bas-

kets, door prizes and 50/50.
Donation is $10.
For tickets or further infor-

mation call Zyra at (718) 772-
7673.

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com.      

Please include a phone num-
ber or a way to contact you in 
case of questions. 

Honors At Owen Dolen 

The Owen Dolen Recre-
ation Center honored four peo-
ple at its 3rd Annual Awards 
Ceremony on Friday, June 10. 

The awards were presented 
to community partners who 
support the center, staff and 
participants. 

Local businessman John 

Bonizio of Metro Optics; Pat-

rick Caruso, Community 
Board 10 staff member; police 
offi cer John Souhrada, 45th 
Precinct Community Affairs 
Offi cer and Ray Vargas, Har-
vest Fields Church director 
took home honors. 

Congrats Chairman 

Congratulations to Mar-

tin Prince, chairman of Com-
munity Board 10, who was re-
elected on a close 19 to 18 vote 
on Thursday, June 16. 

Dean’s List 

Congratulations to Saman-

tha Dorn who earned a place 
on the spring 2016 dean’s list 
honor roll at Fort Hays State 
University, Hays, Kansas. 

Dorn is a freshman who is 
majoring tourism and hospi-
tality management. 

Notable Passings 

Catherine Devany Gil-

ligan, 79, of Ridgewood, NJ 
Pat Caruso receives his service 
award.

passed away on Tuesday, June 
14. 

She was born in the Bronx 
and had been married to Mar-
tin Gilligan, who passed away 
in 2006. She was a mother and 
a grandmother. 

Kay (as she was known) 
had many fond memories of 
growing up in Throggs Neck 
in the Bronx. After graduating 
from her beloved Preston High 
School in 1954, she attended St. 
John’s University in Brooklyn. 
Kay and Marty married in 1963 
and later moved from Throggs 
Neck to Ridgewood where they 
raised their family.

Her many and enduring 
friendships attested to her 
loyalty and good humor. Her 
ready smile, laughter and will-
ingness to help when needed 
will be missed.

Alexander Pernoca, an-
other former Bronxite, died 

peacefully on Sunday, June 12 
at the age of 87. 

He was an emigrant from 
Italy and arrived in America 
with his wife Anna Pernoca 
in 1961. 

He is survived by his chil-
dren Rita Lacey, Maria Nuzzo, 
Dominick Pernoca, Fran Lau-
rens, Anthony Pernoca and 
Jennifer Pernoca. 

He was employed as a ma-
chinist at GAL Industries for 
over 30 years. 

Alexander Pernoca

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 24-30, 2016 9  BTR

The cat was 
fed ten times
today

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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42 Precinct 
Wednesday June 8 at 4:46 p.m. -- At an 

auto repair shop at 460 E. 167th Street, a suspect 
broke open the front door to gain entry. Nothing 
was taken. 

44 Precinct
Wednesday, May 18 at 6:00 p.m. -- A rob-

bery happened in front of the victim’s home on Je-
sup Place. The victim was approached by a man 
with a gun, and the individual with the firearm 
stuck his hand in the pocket of the victim. He took 
$2,180 in cash and fled. 

Thursday June 2 at 8:30 p.m. --  On the 
Grand Concourse between East 174th Street and 
East 175th Street, a suspect approached the 61 
year-old male victim from behind and ripped his 
chain off his neck. He then threw the victim to the 
ground. The suspect fled into the subway and is 
described as a Hispanic man, 20- to 25- years old 
and 140 pounds. 

47 Precinct
Wednesday, June 15 at 6:50 a.m. -- A mur-

der occurred at 3914 White Plains Road. Cops pro-
ceeded to the location after receiving a call of a 
woman being shot. 

The woman, a 32-year-old, was found with a 
gunshot wound to the head. EMS pronounced the 
woman dead. 

52 Precinct 
Sunday June 12 at 10:15 a.m. -- A 22-year-

old victim and a suspect were involved in a verbal 
dispute at Valentine Avenue and East 203rd Street. 
The victim proceeded on Valentine Avenue, leav-
ing the perpetrator, but was later approached by 
the perpetrator who stabbed him in the torso and 
fled. 

The victim was transported to St. Barnabas 
Hospital in stable condition. 

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

The Law Offices of 
Welton K. Wisham, ESQ., CPA

Attorney, Counselor at Law & Certified Public Accountant

42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036-7414

Professional Tax Preparation By CPA/ Attorney

IRS Tax Representation/ Audit
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BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

BRING A CHAIR OR BLANKET 
AND ALL YOUR FRIENDS!

CO-SPONSORED BY
NYC COUNCILMAN FERNANDO CABRERA

NYC COUNCILMAN RITCHIE TORRES

SATURDAYJUNE 25
Showtime 8:30pm

fordhamroad.nyc

HOW TO GET TO FORDHAM ROAD Subway:     to Fordham Road   Rail: Metro North Railroad-Fordham Station-Harlem Line

Buses: 1, 2, 9, 12, 17, 22, 32, 34, 41, BL60, BL61            Parking:  Jerome, Valentine & Tiebout Avenues & 189th Street at Park & Washington Avenues P

THURSDAYAUG 25
Showtime 8pm

FRIDAYJUNE 24
Showtime 8:30pm

DOWNLOAD 
FORDHAM ROAD APP

2016 FORDHAM ROAD 
FILM FESTIVAL
FORDHAM PLAZA
@ THIRD AVE AND 189th STREET  BRONX, NY

FUN STARTS AT 5PM • MUSIC •GAMES •ACTIVITIES
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Right on

the money
Dear editor,
Pasqual Pelosi in last 

week’s BTR takes exception 
to COMACTA spokesman 
Frank ‘Calling it the Way it Is’ 
Vernuccio’s quandary trying 
to fi nd the rationale behind 
Obama’s foreign policy.  Un-
like Mr. Vernuccio I am cer-
tain President Barack ‘Com-
munity Activist’ Obama’s 
agenda from day one of his 
political career was and is 
to bring about ‘fundamental 
change’ (not necessarily in the 
best interest of America) re-
gardless of the consequences.

The agenda was initiated 
in the fi rst year of Obama’s 
presidency with the apology to 
France and Europe in April 3, 
2009) stating “there have been 
times where America has 
shown arrogance and been 
dismissive, even derisive.” Re-
ally?  If not for America there 
would be no Europe. 

Forgetting history is ram-
pant today and especially fos-
tered by Obama’s progressive 
disciples like Pelosi.  Maybe 
we should apologize for Amer-
ica’s Lend-Lease policy under 
which the United States sup-
plied France, Britain, Russia 
and others with $50 billion 
worth of food, oil, and war 
materials from 1941 to 1945?  
Should we apologize for the 
sacrifi ce of over 400,000 Amer-
ican servicemen killed in ac-
tion in rescuing Europe from 
Nazi Germany?  Obama has 
to apologize for our behavior? 
Who gave him that right?

This president has carried 
out his destructive fundamen-
tal change to America, always 
apologizing for the mistakes 
he says were made by other. 
His apology for Guantanamo 
is obscene stating “There is 
also no question that Guan-
tanamo set back the moral au-
thority that is America’s stron-
gest currency in the world. … 
Rather than keeping us safer, 
the prison at Guantanamo has 
weakened American national 
security. It is a rallying cry for 
our enemies.” 

Military spending has 
dropped over $200 billion from 
his fi rst budget to his most 
recent.  We have ten Nimitz 
class carriers, the fi rst dating 
back to 1975.  Former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton summed up 
the importance of the aircraft 
carrier by stating that “when 
word of crisis breaks out in 

Washington, it’s no accident 
the fi rst question that comes 
to everyone’s lips is: where is 
the nearest carrier? Ten ‘Ford 
Class’ carriers were ordered 
in 2008 to replace the out dated 
Nimitz-class fl eet; to date only 
one has been built.  How’s that 
for weakening American se-
curity? 

Pelosi takes exception to 
Frank V’s concern about the 
short comings of the Iran nu-
clear deal.  He accuses worried 
Americans about Obama’s de-
ceitful deal with “parroting 
the discredited objections of 
the obstructionists in Con-
gress”.  Those objections, 
Pelosi, are proving valid ev-
ery day. On June 2, 2016, the 
Obama State Department is-
sued its annual report declar-
ing Iran the number one spon-
sor of terror. 

The report said that coun-
try (Iran) “remained the fore-
most state sponsor of terror-
ism in 2015, providing a range 
of support, including fi nan-
cial, training, and equipment, 
to groups around the world.” 
The report also said that 
Iran was continuing to pro-
vide arms and cash to terror-
ist groups like Hezbollah and 
Iraqi Shia terrorist groups.

This comes after Obama’s 
national Security Adviser 
Ben Rhodes pulled back the 
curtain on the deal, show-
ing how he spoon fed the me-
dia the false narrative that 
we were negotiating with the 
newly elected “moderate” Ira-
nian government.  Obama 
campaigned as the ‘anti-Iraq’ 
candidate stating Bush lied 
and got us into the Iraq war.  
Obama lied to sell the Iran 
deal, as he says, to keep Amer-
ica out of a war with Iran.  War 
with Iran was not the alterna-
tive to no deal.  But who knows 
Pelosi what will happen when 
Iran gets the bomb?      

Carl J. Cannizzaro

Florida is
gun country
Dear editor,
Assault-style weapons, like 

the AR-15 used in the Pulse 
Nightclub shooting in Or-
lando, are legal for anyone in 
Florida to buy, so why is any-
body surprised about what 
happened? I’m not. Senator 
Marco Rubio of Florida just 
voted for the NRA again. If 
legal guns is what the people 
of Florida want let them live 
with them. Just don’t bring 

them to NYC!
Dante Barozzi

Cost of X
line unknown

Dear editor,
There is even more to the 

Regional Planning Asso-
ciation’s recent updated re-
lease of an old proposal for 
construction of the Triboro 
Bronx-Queens-Brooklyn new 
rail service. There are no dol-
lars programmed to support 
any work for advancement of 
this project in the recently 
approved MTA $27 billion 
Five Year 2015 - 2019 Capital 
Plan. The same is true for 
NYC’s July 1, 2016 - June 30, 
2017 municipal budget.

Other than the Regional 
Planning Association up-
dated briefi ng paper, there 
have been no planning feasi-
bility studies, environmen-
tal documents or prelimi-
nary design and engineering 
efforts necessary to vali-
date any basic estimates for 
construction costs of the ‘X’ 
line.  

They would have to be re-
fi ned as progress proceeds 
beyond the planning and en-
vironmental phases into real 
and fi nal design efforts.

Value engineering which 
is a process used to reduce 
costs would have to be used 
during the fi nal design 
phase.  Unfortunately, his-
tory has shown that esti-
mated costs for construction 
usually trend upwards as 
projects mature toward 100% 
fi nal design.  Progression of 
fi nal design refi nes the de-
tailed scope of work neces-
sary to support construction.  
The anticipated fi nal poten-
tial cost for the line would 
never be known until com-
pletion.  Costs would be fur-
ther refi ned by award of con-
struction contracts followed 
by any unforeseen site con-
ditions and change orders to 
the base contracts during the 
course of construction. 

The proposed revised 
Triboro X route starting 
from Co-op City connecting 
the Bronx with Queens and 
terminating in Bay Ridge, 
Brooklyn will traverse doz-
ens of neighborhoods impact-
ing several hundred thou-
sand people living nearby.  

How will these neighbor-
hoods react to potential noise 
and visual impacts of a new 

elevated subway?  There are 
serious legal and operational 
issues to be resolved with the 
Federal Rail Road Adminis-
tration. They have regula-
tory jurisdiction over signifi -
cant portions of the proposed 
route which would run adja-
cent to existing active freight 
tracks.  You have to deal with 
subway and freight trains co-
existing on the same narrow 
corridor.  Project costs will 
include a series of new sta-
tions with elevators and es-
calators. Add to that -- new 
track, signals, power, power 
substations and several hun-
dred new subway cars. This 
additional rolling stock may 
require construction of a new 
maintenance, operations and 
storage yard. There is also a 
potential serious confl ict at 
the Bay Ridge, Brooklyn ter-
minus. This is also a poten-
tial site for a connection to 
the proposed Cross Harbor 
Freight Tunnel.

History has told us that 
construction of most ma-
jor new transportation sys-
tem expansion projects have 
taken decades.  

There is the completion 
of feasibility studies, envi-
ronmental reviews, plan-
ning, design, engineering, 
real estate acquisition, per-
mits, procurements, budget-
ing, identifying and securing 
funding to pay for all of the 
above before construction 
can start.

There is not enough space 
here to list many other trans-
portation projects in NYC 
whose costs range from $50 
million to $2.5 billion that 
might be considered a higher 
priority than the Triboro X 
line.

Larry Penner

Bureaucracy vs
common sense

Dear editor,
Bravo to Community 

Board 11 and everyone who at-
tended the public hearing re-
garding the reconstruction of 
the Pelham Parkway North. 
Clearly this is becoming ‘us’ 
(residents) against ‘them’ (city 
agencies).  Why do residents, 
the community board and our 
elected have less say about 
what happens in their neigh-
borhood, than city agencies?  
Why are regulations forced on 
us, as opposed to what makes 
sense?

Mark Saplicki
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718.723.0015
118-33 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills

Rev. Dr. Edward Mulraine Jamaal Bailey

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A long-serving state senator in the 

northeast Bronx has accepted a post in 
Governor Cuomo’s administration. 

Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson, 
who has represented the 36th district 
for 16 years, begins her new position 
as Special Advisor for Policy and Com-
munity Affairs for NYS State Homes 
and Community Renewal on July 1.

Attention is now turning to who 
will replace her in the senate. 

The state agency that Hassell-
Thomson joins is tasked with build-
ing, preserving and protecting afford-
able housing and encouraging home 
ownership across the state. She said 
she is thrilled to join the Cuomo ad-
ministration. 

“Under Governor Cuomo, HCR has 
a tremendous impact on advancing 
housing policy state-wide, including 
the Governor’s efforts in developing 
and protecting affordable housing and 
protecting vulnerable communities,” 
said Hassell-Thompson. “I am excited 
to lend my expertise to those efforts.” 
Hassell-Thompson has served in the 
state legislature since 2000, having 
previously been in the Mount Vernon 
City Council, a registered nurse, and 
CEO of Whart Development Company, 
Inc., a real estate developer. 

The heavily Democratic seat will 
be effectively decided in the party’s 
primary on Tuesday, September 13. 

Hassell-Thompson joins Cuomo administration

The district covers Baychester, 
Williamsbridge, Wakefi eld, Co-op City 
and Norwood in the Bronx and part of 
Mount Vernon in Westchester. 

The petitioning process, which de-
termines who will be on the ballot in 
September, is still underway and pe-
tition signatures are being collected 
through mid-July. 

Prospective candidates, include Ja-
maal Bailey, Rev. Que English, Rev. 
Edward Mulraine, Pamela Johnson, 
Crystal Collins and Dr. Alvin Ponder. 

Bailey, an attorney, is Assembly 
Speaker Carl Heastie’s community af-
fairs director and Male Disrrict Leader 
in the 83rd Assembly District. 

He got his start in Heastie’s offi ce 12 
years ago, when he interned in Albany 
while attending college, he said. 

“I really feel that my legislative 
experience is what sets me apart in 
the field,” said Bailey, who added 
that he has tangible experience in 
government and roots in the com-
munity. 

He has been a resident of the bor-
ough for nearly his entire life, he said. 

Bailey said that he sees the top 
needs of the district as education 
through teaching the ‘whole child’; 
making sure that people have quality 
jobs that they can take pride in and 
that offer clear paths for advancement 
and improving quality-of-life, espe-
cially for seniors and young people. 

English brings experience not only 
as a pastor, but also as an activist and 
advocate for the people, she said. 

“I have been an advocate for the peo-
ple and have been working for crimi-
nal justice reform, economic develop-
ment and education reform for many 
years,” said English, adding that she 
sees herself as a strategist, innovator 
and a movement builder. 

Mulraine said he has served as 
Williamsbride NAACP president and 
on the Board of Education District 11 

school board, and has a quarter cen-
tury of experience serving the commu-
nity both in the Bronx  portion of the 
district and in Mount Vernon. 

“I am not hand-picked and bank-
rolled by special interest persons or 
groups,” said Mulraine. “I am running 
a grassroots campaign of volunteers 
and people who want better leadership 
in Albany.”

Mulraine is the pastor of Unity Bap-
tist Tabernacle Church in Mount Ver-
non, NY.  
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A spate of violence in sev-

eral parts of a normally quiet 
45th Precinct has some in the 
community on edge. 

Several gun shootings and 
a stabbing rattled Westchester 
Square, Throggs Neck and Co-
op City and raised concerns 
that we may be in for a sur-
prise this summer.  

In two of the instances, in-
cluding in Pearly Gates Play-
ground, people were shot or 
grazed in the head. 

Community activist Sandi 
Lusk of the Westchetser 
Square Zerega Improvement 
Organization said that that 
a shooting on the evening of 
Sunday, June 12 which saw 
a teenager rushed to Jacobi 
Medical Center after being 
shot in the head, is raising a 
call for more police presence. 

“It is a playground that has 
always been at risk,” said Lusk 
of the park on Westchester Av-
enue, where she has operated 
youth programing for 25 years. 
“What we would like is for the 
police to step up patrols in the 
evenings, or (just) generally, 
around that playground.” 

Rash of shootings cause concern

WSZIO, with funding from 
Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto and Metro Optics, will 
be operating a children’s mini-
summer program in Pearly 
Gates Playground on succes-
sive Saturdays from Saturday, 
July 23 to Saturday, August 13. 

The playground had once 
been prone to crime, she said, 
but in recent years the park 
has seen rejuvenation and a 
renovation with funding se-
cured by Councilman James 
Vacca. 

“It has always been a very 

fragile balance,” said Lusk, 
adding that on June 12, the 
balance tipped in the wrong 
direction. 

Joanna Bimonte, a Zerega 
resident who lives near Pearly 
Gates, concurred with Lusk, 
and said that it seems that the 
area does receive as much po-
lice attention as in the past. 

In Throggs Neck, in front 
of 852 Revere Avenue, a man 
was grazed in the head in an 
dispute that may have started 
on one of the nearby highways, 
police sources said. 

A man in a red Dodge Cara-
van opened fi re on the victim 
after a verbal dispute, accord-
ing to police, at approximately 
2 p.m. on Wednesday, June 15. 
A second perpetrator drove 
the minivan, cops said. 

The victim, an adult, was 
taken to the hospital in sta-
ble condition, a police source 
stated. Published reports 
linked the attack to a vari-
ety of causes, including road 
range and contraband ciga-
rettes. 

One of the neighbors on the 

scene said that the shooting 
left bullet holes in some homes 
and blood in the street. 

“This neighborhood is not 
prone to this kind of violence” 
said a neighbor Alex Chillak, 
adding “Throggs Neck is usu-
ally very quiet.” 

He said that he believes 
that there has been a rise in 
crime in Throggs Neck and 
elsewhere, despite statistics to 
the contrary. 

In Co-op City, there was 
both a shooting and a stabbing 
over a two-day period. 

Police offi cers responded 
to 100 Einstein Loop at 7:40 
p.m on Wednesday, June 15 
and found that the victim had 
been followed into an elevator 
and stabbed after a dispute, 
according to a police source.

The victim was taken to Ja-
cobi Medical Center in stable 
condition, cops stated. 

The next day, at 4:58 a.m., 
cops responded to a fourth 
fl oor apartment at 100 Carver 
Loop, where a person inside 
said two shots were fi red at 
a door leading to a building 
hallway.

--with Steven Goodstein  

Cops marked off a perimeter on Revere Avenue shortly after the incident occurred. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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M.S. 101 The Edward R. Byrne School will be one of 24 schools in District 8 
to receive funding for technology upgrades. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
All 24 elementary and K-8 

schools in the 13th Council-
matic District will soon be the 
recipient of new technology 
upgrades, thanks to a council 
member.

Last week, Councilman 
James Vacca announced that 
a grant of $2.2 million was al-
located to provide technology 
upgrades for the schools.

The grant, which was 
funded through Resolution 
A and approved by the New 
York City Council, will assist 
in updating each school’s set 
of electronics and technology, 
including desktop computers, 
laptops, tablets, Smart Boards, 
Smart Tables, WiFi, as well as 
infrastructure upgrades.

These improvements will 
greatly benefi t each District 
13 school and help the students 
learn to the best of their capa-
bilities, now that these schools 
will be equipped with updated 
technology.

“With these upgrades, my 

Vacca grants $2.2 million 
for school tech upgrades

students will have the oppor-
tunity to become more en-
gaged and interactive during 
classes, particularly for sci-
ence and writing courses,” 
said Jared Rosoff, M.S. 101 
The Edward R. Byrne School’s 
principal for the past four 
years. “I am very thankful 
to Councilman Vacca, his of-
fi ce for recognizing how im-
portant education is in our 
society and taking action by 
providing the right ‘tools’ for 
them so they can learn in the 
best possible way.”

Rosoff added that each of 
the school’s 24 classrooms 
will be able to receive technol-
ogy upgrades as a result of the 
funding. 

“These improvements will 
make sure my students are 
college- and career-ready, 
and it is clear Vacca under-
stands the major impact that 
technology plays for students 
in school and even after they 
graduate and go into the job 
market,” added Rosoff.

“We haven’t always had 
access to the most advanced 
technology for our students, 
so this is very exciting for 
our school,” said Katheleen 
Bornkamp, P.S. 97’s principal 
for the past ten years, whose 
school will look to purchase 
new desktops, laptops and 
Smart Boards including ad-
vanced features and gadgets 
for every grade with the fund-
ing. 

“Vacca is one of the most 
impressive people in this com-
munity when it comes to sup-
porting his community and its 
children - whenever we have 
needed something from him 
he has never let us down.”

According to Bornkamp, 
Vacca was also spearheaded 
the implementation of a traffi c 
light in front of the school af-
ter a student was hit by a car, 
as well funding towards the 
school’s library.

“These improvements will 
greatly empower the schools 
and students in our commu-

nity,” said Vacca, who is also 
the chairman of the NYC 
Council Technology Commit-
tee. “The Department of Edu-
cation is not always able to pro-
vide resources to its schools, 
which results in a negative im-
pact for students, so this fund-

ing defi nitely makes a differ-
ence and will yield powerful 
results.”

Many of the technology 
upgrades will be present in 
schools in early September, 
at the beginning of the school 
year.

The Time  
Is Now!
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Aviation, and Pharmaceutical Science 

 Research and Internship Opportunities at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
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Get a FREE college education at BMCC.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Meetings were recently held to dis-

cuss the sale of one of the oldest nurs-
ing homes in the Bronx.

There has been a lot of activity at 
the Beth Abraham facility in the past 
three weeks, as two meetings were 
held to respond to the unconfi rmed 
sale of the nursing home that has been 
a neighborhood staple for decades.

On Tuesday, May 31, a town hall 
was held between CenterLight Health 
Care, who still technically owns the 
Beth Abraham facility (as the deal has 
not offi cially been fi nalized with Cen-
ters Health Care) and the facility’s em-
ployees. 

The meeting, at the Beth Abraham 
facility on 612 Allerton Avenue, was 
held to update all in attendance on the 
all-but fi nalized sale and what it will 
mean to them.

“This meeting was held to give em-
ployees and workers an opportunity 
to express their concerns and frustra-
tions,” said one employee, who wished 
to keep his name anonymous. 

“Some of these employees were 

Beth Abraham staff 
hears the bad news

Both meetings were held at Beth Abraham’s 
nursing home facility. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

being updated for the fi rst time, and 
since we (employees) haven’t been kept 
in the mix, I’m sure some of that infor-
mation was very shocking and unset-
tling to hear,” the staffer added.

Last Thursday, a ‘Senior Task 
Force’ meeting was also held at Beth 
Abraham, where employees, 1199 
union members met with  Centers 
Health Care offi cials.

According to sources current em-
ployees were encouraged to secure a 
new benefi ts agreement before new 
ownership takes over. 

Also at the meeting, Centers Health 
Care told employees and union mem-
bers that they plan to replace some of 
the current staff with other agencies 
and contracts. 

They also learned that the new 
agency plans on shedding salaries and 
reducing the current minimum wage 
of $15 per hour to $13.75, and $11 for 
new hires. 

The employees thought that pay 
cuts were off the table.

Registered nurses, recreational 
therapists and certifi ed nursing assis-

tants, among other positions, may also 
have their roles and annual salaries 
reduced.

“A nursing home, one that has pro-
vided top quality care at its peak and 
has been an important part of the com-
munity for so long, should not be mak-
ing so many changes so suddenly,” an 
employee said. “These changes, all 
which I believe are motivated through 
money, will run this facility’s quality 
of care into the ground and will even-
tually be a disaster for the neighbor-
hood.”

“Longevity doesn’t mean anything 
anymore,” they added, referring to 
employees who will more than likely 
be let go after 20 and 30-year tenures. 
“Cut backs in staff, especially well-ex-
perienced employees, will only cause 
Beth Abraham’s quality of service to 
diminish.”

“In the long run, this facility’s  cut-
ting corners to save money will only 
result in less care, more malpractice 
scenarios and more confusion,” said 
Howard Kalish, a Beth Abraham resi-
dent for the last four years. 

“In the midst of the recent changes 
that have taken place at Beth Abra-
ham, I stand shoulder to should with 
its employees, who don’t have a clear 
idea of what is going to take place next 
and I will continue to support them 
during this process,” said Senator Jeff 
Klein.

Centers Health Care did not return 
a request for comment.
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A successful real estate broker-

age fi rm opened a new location in the 
Bronx.

Last month, Better Homes and 
Gardens Real Estate-Rand Realty an-
nounced the opening of their newest 

Rand Realty opens fi rst Bronx offi ce 

The new offi ce at 3432-06 E. Tremont Av-
enue. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

location, at 3432-06 East Tremont Av-
enue.

The opening of the Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate-Rand Realty  
offi ce is their fi rst offi ce to be located 
within the fi ve boroughs as the broker-
age continues to expand.

Better Homes and Gardens Real 
Estate-Rand Realty specializes in all 
types of residential real estate, with 
brokers who offer expertise and knowl-
edge of local markets. 

The brokerage also specializes in 
commercial real estate, offering pro-
fessional commercial real estate bro-
kerage through Rand Commercial as 
well as a full range of home services 
through Hudson United, an affi liate 
that provides mortgage brokerage, ti-
tle and insurance services.

The new offi ce will concentrate and 
focus on growing market share in the 
neighborhoods in the east Bronx, such 
as Throgs Neck, Country Club, Pel-
ham Bay, Morris Park, Pelham Park-
way and Indian Village.

“With years of experience conduct-
ing business in the Bronx area, this 
new location will grow our market 
share throughout the borough,” said 
Deborah DiMiceli, branch manager 
of Better Homes and Gardens-Rand 
Realty Bronx offi ce. “We’re excited 
to continue to serve and cultivate our 

commitment to the area and commu-
nity and look forward to being able to 
assist customers with all their real es-
tate needs.”

“As we strive to grow our brand 
and offerings, our newest location in 
the Bronx will allow us to service new 
areas, expanding our reach,” said Mat-
thew Rand, managing partner of Bet-
ter Homes and Gardens-Rand Realty. 

“As one of New York City’s most 
up-and-coming areas, Throggs Neck 
provides a great opportunity for the 
brokerage to expand,” a spokesper-
son for Better Homes and Gardens-
Rand Realty. “East Tremont Avenue’s 
multiculturalism attracted us to the 

area, which well represents the back-
grounds of our clients and the commu-
nities we serve.”

Better Homes and Gardens Real Es-
tate-Rand Realty, which was founded 
in 1984, is currently the number one 
real estate brokerage fi rm in the 
Greater Hudson Valley. 

The fi rm currently has 24 offi ces 
serving Westchester, Rockland, Or-
ange, Putnam and Dutchess counties 
in New York, as well as Bergen and 
Passaic counties in New Jersey.

An offi cial grand opening/ribbon-
cutting ceremony is planned to take 
place at the offi ce sometime in July.

Employees of the new Bronx offi ce. 
 Photo courtesy of Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate-Rand Realty
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CARDINAL SPELLMAN
HIGH SCHOOL

Over 28,000 hours of 
community service

Multiple city 
championships

Acceptance into top universities
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Assemblyman Michael R. Benedetto 
announced that the Assembly passed 
legislation requiring the state health 
and education departments to create 
statewide guidelines for school districts 
and boards of cooperative educational 
services (BOCES) to test drinking wa-
ter for lead. Under the measure, costs 
associated with testing and remedia-

tion will be eligible for reimbursement 
by the state.

“When parents send their children 
to school, they do so expecting they will 
learn in a safe environment. However, 
recent test results have shown some 
schools in New York State have unsafe 
levels of lead in their drinking water,” 
said Assemblyman Benedetto. “This 

Benedetto passes Assembly’s 
safe drinking water effort

legislation will create standards that 
ensure every school across the state 
– whether in a wealthy area or a poor 
community – has the resources it needs 
to test its drinking water, so we can be 
sure our kids aren’t being exposed to 
harmful levels of lead.”

 The legislation passed by the As-
sembly would direct the state Depart-
ment of Health and Department of Edu-
cation to enact regulations for schools 
to periodically test for lead and help 
school districts pay for the testing. Cur-
rently, some school districts have vol-
untarily tested for lead, however it is 
not required. This legislation further 
specifi es that if lead is found in the wa-
ter, testing must occur at a frequency to 
be determined by the regulations to en-
sure the water is safe. Additionally, safe 
drinking water must be provided and 
parents need to be notifi ed of the test re-
sults in a timely manner.

Studies show that high levels of lead 
can negatively impact a young child’s 
ability to learn and even cause brain 
damage. 

“The health of our students is too im-
portant to put at risk,” Assemblyman 
Benedetto said. “When a child is drink-
ing from a school water fountain, par-
ents should feel 100 percent confi dent 
that the water is clean and safe.”

Early Morning Soundview Shooting

When A child is drinking 
from a school water 

fountain, parents should 
feel 100 percent confi dent 

that the water is clean 
and safe.

Michael R. Benedetto
Assemblyman

A man was fatally shot by police offi cers after he allegedly pointed a gun at them in 
the early morning hours of Sunday, June 19 near the Soundview Houses.
According to police, 43rd Precinct police offi cers received a Shot Spotter alert and 911 
calls about a gun wielding man near the public houses. Responding offi cers discov-
ered the man around 2 a.m. at 1725 Randall Avenue and demanded he drop his gun, 
but he instead pointed it at them. Police said that three police offi cera fi red at least 31 
shots. The man was identifi ed as 25-year-old Rashaun Lloyd. He was rushed to Jacobi 
Medical Center where he was pronounced deceased.  No offi cers were injured and a 
gun was recovered at the scene, police said. Law enforcement offi cials said Lloyd had 
prior arrests for robbery, criminal trespass and possession of marijuana.
                   Photo by Edwin Soto

OVER 28 MILLION DOLLARS IN SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS AWARDED!

PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL
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Stefanie Agovino
Allyson Alamo
Camerin Allen
Brittany Amankwah
Mickaela Aquart
Maria Argyros
Montserrath Ariza-Cegueda
Darshnie Aybar-Abreu
Saoudatou Bah
Simona Battaglia
Kailyn Benitez
Caitlyn Billie
Kylah Blake
Madeline Bonsignore
Maylene Bosch
Chloe Brelsford
Jessica Brown
Tanielle Brown
Ashley Calandruccio
Gabriella Calandruccio
JulieAnn Caputo
Nicole Cardinale
Amanda Cardona
Celina Casablanca
Paige Castiello
Briana Cicalo

Angelica Civetta
Aliyah Clegg
Nicole Cobos
Fiona Coles-Crosse
Maria Colotti
Maureen Crowe
Samantha DelGrosso
Gabriela Del Valle
Marissa Denner
Gina DePolo
Maria DiBartolo
Elaina DiMarco
Michevi Dufflart
Akilah Edwards
Brittany Farquhar
Evania Ferrer
Alyssa Finelli
Alyssa Garcia
Deyondra Gibbs
Edona Gjonbalaj
Megan Glenn
Raveena Guman
Sophia Hadeshian
Dominique Harris
Chelsey Hernandez
Cierra Hernandez

Katherine Kalaj
Samaa Karam
Ashley Kavanagh
Neelufah Khan
Justina Kocaj
Diana Krmic
Emily Laster
Zaria Lumsden
Georgeth Lyver
Julianne Macagnone
Anna Mancuso
Leanna Marano
Jasmine Marines
Shadeka Martin
Bianca Mastropietro
Nicole Matassa
Adonica McCray
Monica Mellado
Christine Mennona
Anisah Mojica
Brianna Monaco
Lisa Mottola
Christanie Navatta
Tajenae Nesbit
Kelsi Nicholson
Vanessa Nowrang

Naomi Nuñez
Afua Nyantakyi
Chiamaka Olewuenyi
Desiree Oliveras
Gianni Palacios
Sabrina Paniccia
Alyssa Passanisi
Corinthia Paylor
Samina Pepic
Angeles Perez
Chantel Perez
Brittany Peters
Rachel Pisacano
Madison Pistone
Christine Popovic
Diana Popovic
Lisa Popovic
Briana Powers
Reilanni Ramos
Sol Rey
Mariah Rios
Gabriella Ritchie
Josette Rivera
Kelly Rivera
Brianna Rodriguez
Katherine Roman

Ciara Rosado
Anna Rosario
Chastity Rosario
Arnaliz Salinas
Dorinda Sam
Katelyn Schillaci
Amanda Schultz
Caroline Shadwick
Chaya Smith
Kayla Sorichetti
Desiree Sukhram
Kelly Sullivan
Jordan Taylor
Eileen Tea
Denisse Tlaxcaltecatl
Cristina Todino
Delilah Torres
Lisa Tulsiram
Sophia Vasquez
Ivanna Vazquez
Hope Vega
Jasmin Vega
Alyssa Velazquez
Kaylin Viruet
Azali Ward
Imani Williams

CONGRATULATION TO THE CLASS OF 2016!
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Homeless Prevention Network
HOMEBASE

If you’re at risk of becoming homeless,  
call 311 or visit nyc.gov/homebase today.

REACH OUT,  
BEFORE A SHELTER IS YOUR ONLY OPTION.

Department of
Social Services

NOW IMAGINE SEEING YOUR KIDS
GO THROUGH IT.

IMAGINE
BEING FORCED OUT OF
 YOUR HOME

natural born 
baker
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(l-r) Bronx Connect’s Christopher Garcia; Michael Alvarado, supervisor; Rev. Wendy Cal-
deron Payne; Taneka Seldon, staff member; Tara Brown-Arnell, director and Michael 
Rodriguez, outreach worker. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Ariany Polo, court liaison; Gabriela Martinez, case manager; Shakedria Mathis, em-
ployment specialist; Kathyn Goldbeck, executive assistant and Emily Romero, AII Rec 
administrator. Photo by Miriam Quin

Councilwoman Gibson proudly displayed her awards rec-
ognizing her service to the community. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Legendary hip-hop artist Grandmaster Caz (l) received 
his award from Christopher Garcia, RTG Cure Violence 
manager and Rev. Wendy Calderon Payne, Bronx Connect 
executive director. Photo by Miriam Quin

Jerome LaMaar graciously accepted his award from Bronx 
Connect’s Ruth Stukes (l), program manager and Rev. Wen-
dy Calderon Payne. Photo by Miriam Quin

Bronx Connect’s Michael Alvarado (1st on r) celebrated with police offi cers Logan (l), 
Sean (2nd on l) and Hubberd (r). Photo by Miriam Quin

Honorees Jerome LaMaar (3rd on l) and Devyn Abdullah (c) met with Bronx Connect stu-
dents (l-r) Kevin Williams, Tyler Puiaeos, Eddiana Wallace, Bobby Campbell and Stephan 
Landsmark during the celebration. Photo by Miriam Quin

After serving the community for 16 years, Bronx Connect recognized those that make the Bronx a better place. Celebrating its ‘sweet sixteen’ this year, the faith-based, community 
program honored Bronxites who are making a positive impact on their community at an awards ceremony held on Thursday, June 16 at the Bronx Museum of the Arts. This year’s 
remarkable honorees included Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson, hip-hop artist Grandmaster Caz, fashion designer Jerome LaMaar and supermodel Devyn Abdullah.

BRONX CONNECT’S CELEBRATES

‘Sweet Sixteen’
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��AFFORDABLE TUITION

��FLEXIBLE PAYMENT OPTIONS

��HALF DAY / FULL DAY OPTIONS

��OLYMPIC SIZE SWIMMING POOL

��A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES:
ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

  COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

  DANCE, MARTIAL ARTS, 

  BASKETBALL, ZUMBA, 

  SWIMMING and MUCH MORE!!

THERE’S STILL TIME TO REGISTER
July Pre-Camp 7/5-7/8 App/Payment Deadline 6/20/16

July Camp 7/11-7/29 Application Deadline 6/20/16 

August Camp 8/1-8/19 Application Deadline 7/18/16

APPLY TODAY to hold your spot!

SSUUMMMMEERR CAMP AT
LEHMAN COLLEGE | SCPS

FOR MORE INFORMATION & APPLICATION: 
call: 718-960-8512
email: lehman.academy@lehman.cuny.edu
visit: www.lehman.edu/ce
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Assemblyman Benedetto (3rd on l)  with this year’s honorees, Photo by Walter Pofeldt

In celebration of Memorial Day, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto saluted a veteran from each veterans post 
with a NYS Assembly Veterans Recognition Award at the Throggs Neck Memorial American Legion Post 1456 on 
Saturday, May 28. The occasion marked the fi rst time this award had ever been presented. The assemblyman 
presented awards to Jesse Ray Pereira, AMVETS Post #38; William Saleh, Theodore Koroney Post #253; Richard 
Calbi, Lawrence F. Keane Post; George Brins,Samuel Young Post #620; Llewelyn Waterman, Co-op City Post 
#1871; James Hexner, John Fraiser Bryan Post #19; Robert Booth, American Legion Hawkins Post #156;   and 
Joe Recuppio, Throggs Neck Memorial Post #1456.

ASSEMBLYMAN BENEDETTO SALUTES LOCAL VETS

Councilman Andy King, 47th and 49th police precinct offi cers and the 
Young Kings and Queens Club welcomed northeast Bronx residents to 
a game of chess on Saturday, June 4 at the Eastchester Gardens Com-
munity Center. The fi rst annual ‘One Love Chess’ social event brought the 
community and law enforcement together in a positive setting.
     Councilman King (c) joined community members for a fun game of 
chess. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

FIRST ANNUAL ‘ONE LOVE
CHESS EVENT’

C.S. 211 students spoke out against gun violence and drugs by unveil-
ing school lunchroom tables they transformed into beautiful large-scale 
public artworks on Tuesday, June 7 at Tremont Park. One of two schools 
selected from the Bronx, C.S. 211’s work will be on display for the summer 
as part of LeAp’s Public Art Program’s citywide exhibition ‘A View from 
the Lunchroom: Students Bringing Issues to the Table’.

C.S. 211 ARTWORK EXHIBITED

C.S. 211 students and faculty celebrated the unveiling of the vibrant table 
top they painted. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and the Bronx Jewish Historical Initiative honored the second class of the 
‘Jewish Hall of Fame’ with a prestigious induction ceremony on Tuesday, June 7 at the Bronx Museum of the 
Arts. This year’s class of inductees were Avi Hoffman, Dachau Album Project executive director and Mendi 
Hoffman Foundation; award-winning photographer and author Arlene Alda; Ezra Levin, Kramer Levin Naftalis 
and Frankell LLP senior counsel; Bronx borough historian Lloyd Ultan and Linda Kaplan Thaler, Kaplan Thaler 
Productions president and nationally acclaimed author.

JEWISH HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

(l-r) Marti Michael; event emcee Marvin Scott; inductees Lloyd Ultan and Ezra Levin; Borough President Diaz; 
inductees Arlene Alda, Linda Kaplan Thaler and Avi Hoffman with Howard Teich. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

District Attorney Darcel Clark (l) sat with Andrea 
Seigel, PPNA president, after speaking at the 
group’s monthly meeting. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

District Attorney Darcel Clark was the guest 
speaker for the Pelham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association’s monthly community meeting on 
Tuesday, June 14 at Bronx House. The district at-
torney discussed Rikers Island and her philoso-
phy as a prosecutor.

DARCEL CLARK
 ATTENDS PPNA 

MEETING
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Duran Auto Inc.

AUTO, 4X4, MOONROOF, LEATHER, 
83,659 MILES, $12,995

2008 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO

AUTO, ALL WHEEL DRIVE,4 CYLINDER, 
95,175 MILES ,$12,995

2008 TOYOTA RAV-4 SPORT

AUTO, 6 CYLINDER, 
84,601 MILES, $8,995

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY LE,

AUTO 4X2, 4 CYLINDER, MOONROOF, 
92,222 MILES , $9,995

2008 MERCURY MARINER

AUTO 4 CYLINDER, 
33,011 MILES, $9,995

2007 HONDA CIVIC LX

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, AUTO 4 CYLINDER, MOON-
ROOF, LEATHER, 96,287 MIKLES, $11,995

2009 NISSAN ROGUE SL

AUTO, 4 CYLINDER,AUTO, MOONROOF, 
LEATHER, 51,189 MILES $13,995

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA LIMITED

MOONROOF, AUTO,6 CYLINDER, 
86,400 MILES, $9,995

2008 JEEP LIBERTY SPORT

AUTO, 4 CYLINDER, MOONROOF, 
LEATHER. 94,675 MILES $10,995 

2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA LIMITED

CONVERTIBLE, AUTO, 6 CYLINDER, 
LEATHER, 81,974 MILES, $12,495

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY SOLARA SLS

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, MOONROOF, LEATHER, AUTO,4 
CYLINDER TURBO, 58,834 MILES, $15,495.

2008 SUBARU LEGACY GT LIMITED

MANUAL, 6 CYLINDER 
5 SPEED. 4,427 MILES, $14,990

99 PORSCHE BOXTER

a ALL CARS ADVERTISED ARE CERTIFIED
a ALL DURAN CERTIFIED VEHICLES CARRY A 1 YEAR OR 15,000 MILE POWERTRAIN WARRANTY!
a FINANCING IS EASY. IF YOU CAN PROVE YOUR INCOME, YOU WILL BE APPROVED!
a DURAN AUTO IS A CARFAX ADVANTAGE DEALER.
a SERVICE AND INSPECTION SHOP ON PREMISES. 
     OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SAT 9AM-3PM

1280 E. Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10460
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Pickup 
& 

Delivery 
Available 

For 
Your 

Convenience!

HERE ARE 11 REASONS 
why you should be coming to Flannery’s for your new kitchen

KITCHENS!
KITCHENS!!
KITCHENS!!!

We Beat Home Depot Prices!

We Sell Only All WOOD Cabinets...No Particle Board or Cardboard!

Fast, FREE Delivery In 1/4 The Time Of The Big Store!

Granite Tops Delivered and Installed In Less Than 1 Week!

Personal One On One Service!

WE Install Everything WE Sell!

No Automated Delivery Lines Or Customer Service Waits!

No Outsourced Installations!

Customize Your Kitchen The Way You Want It!

One Stop Shopping For All Kitchen Needs!

Free Plans and Drawings

Ask About Our Special Senior Citizen Discounts!

Flannery’s
Home Center

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
3395 E Tremont Ave. | Bronx, NY 10461 

Come visit 
our fully stocked 
hardware store 
and showroom!
For fast prompt 

service call Dave at 
914-879-6676

License # 2017358DCA

$500 
OFF

Any Fully 
Renovated 
Kitchens
WITH THIS COUPON
Coupon must be presented 
at the time of sale.
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SE HABLA ESPAÑOL 

3395 E Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10461 

718-792-9060
License# 2017358DCA 

❍ Carpet Cleaning? 
❍ Screen Ripped? 
❍ Leaky Pipe? 
❍ Faulty Electric? 
❍ Need to Change A Lock? 
❍ Window Repair or 
 Installation? 
❍ Glass Repair?  
❍ Door Hanging? 

❍ Ceiling Fan Installation? 
❍ Painting? 
❍ Appliance Installation 
 or Repair? 
❍ Sheetrock or Hole Patch? 
❍ Clean Up or Clean Outs? 
❍ Junk Removed? 
❍ Electrical Work? 
❍ Plumbing?

THE WINDOW & SCREEN EXPERTS!
Keep Out Those
UNWANTED HOUSE GUESTS!

New Window Installation
Window Repair
Larson Screen Doors
Screen Repair
Glass Repair
Prompt, Professional Installation

FREE 
ESTIMATES

$5 OFF
EACH SCREEN 
WITH THIS AD. 
NO LIMIT.

Flannery’s Home Center
718-792-9060 Pickup & Delivery Available 

For Your Convenience!SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Flannery’s
Home Center

Bronx Johnson

A Name You Can Trust   and Much More...

Call Your Neighborhood Handyman at 
Bronx Johnson/Flannery’s Hardware

NO MIDDLEMAN!

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

718-792-9060

COME VISIT OUR 4000 SQUARE FOOT HARDWARE STORE!
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The Bronx united to remember the victims of a recent terrorist attack committed on American soil. Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; council members James 
Vacca and Ritchie Torres; the Bronx Academy of Arts and Dance and leaders of the Bronx LGBT community cohosted the vigil on Wednesday, June 15 in support 
of the victims of the Pulse Nightclub shooting in Orlando, FL. Over 300 people attended the somber memorial held in front of the Bronx County Building to honor 
the 49 victims who lost their lives in the terror attack on Sunday, June 12.

Bronx Honors Orlando Victims

(Above) Joined by many local elected offi cials and community lead-
ers, Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson (c) extended the Bronx’s condo-
lences to the victims’ families and friends. Photo by Miriam Quin

(Far left) Bronxites paid their respects at a memorial located on the 
Bronx County Building’s front lawn.

(Left) Happily married couple Rev. Angelo Seda (l) and Luke Rivera 
from Bronx-based Life Ministries LGBT Interfaith Church stood unit-
ed in their faith and pride.

(Bottom left) Carnations adorned memorials honoring the 49 vic-
tims of the Pulse Nightclub shooting.

(Below) Pedro Vasquez created a collage in memory of his late 
friend, Gilberto Ramon Silva Menendez.
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TOO HOT TO COOK? 
LET BRADYS’ DO IT FOR YOU!

Order Brady’s To Go @ www.pjbradystogo.com

Now Delivering 
To The Beach Clubs

COME ON IN AND COOL OFF! IN OUR 
NEWLY RENOVATED

DINING ROOM
PERFECT FOR LARGE 
DINNER PARTIES...

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY NIGHT

JOIN US FOR
WING NIGHTS 20¢ WINGS

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
ANGUS RIB EYE & SHELL STEAKS!

PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE
Seating Is Available For  

Large Dinner Parties  
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Order Your Wings For Any  
Event On Our Wing Hotline

1-718-HOT-WING

CATERING 
AVAILABLE  

FOR ALL 
BOROUGHS

BUY 2 LARGE PIES  
& GET AN ORDER OF WINGS FREE

EAT-IN OR TO GO

ENJOY OR CORONA BUCKETS 5/$20 AND FROZEN DRINK SPECIALS

PIZZA
SPECIAL

TRY OUR DELICIOUS 
FRESH CLAMS ON THE 
HALF SHELL, BAKED 

CLAMS, FRESH MUSSELS, 
SHRIMP, SURF AND TURF 

AND MORE

F
FROM THE SEA

THURSDAY NIGHTS
SURF AND 

TURF NIGHT
LOBSTER TAIL AND 

SHELL STEAK
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Councilman Vacca (1st on r) was presented an award by CEC 11 for his work in the district. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s Offi ce

The Community Education Council District 11 celebrated its tenth annual Legislative Break-
fast on Friday, June 10 at the Eastwood Manor.

CEC 11’S ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. guest starred on the Community Board Athletic Leader-
ship League Radio Show on Monday, June 6.

BP RUBEN DIAZ SPEAKS ON C-BALL RADIO

Borough President Diaz made a guest appearance on a recent edition of C-Ball Radio. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

The Jazz Foundation’s performance was music to many Bronxites’ ears. 
 Photo by Lizbeth Ramirez

The Capitol District Farmers Market reopened on Tuesday, June 7 at Joyce Kilmer Park 
Foundation. Sponsored by the 161st Street Business Improvement District, shoppers satis-
fi ed their taste buds with delicious locally-grown and produced vegetables, fruit and baked 
goods while listening to live music from the Jazz Foundation.

CAPITOL DISTRICT FARMERS MARKET REOPENS
New Venture Academy 219X students expressed their creativity by painting tables to ad-
dress child abuse on Tuesday, June 7 at Crotona Park. The summertime LeAp  Public Art 
Program is set to run until this August.

NEW VENTURE ACADEMY’S ART EXHIBIT

(l-r) Eduardo Nina, Fredy Pimentel, Mouhamed Toure and Rashaan Dozier created an art 
piece addressing child abuse. 
 Photo courtesy of LeAp Public Art

Borough President Diaz met and discussed ideas with students regarding 
the recently formed Bronx Youth Corps. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. met with M.S. 390 students on Tuesday, 
June 7 for the fi rst-ever meeting of the Bronx Youth Corps. First proposed 
by Diaz in his ‘State of the Borough’ address in February, the Bronx Youth 
Corps is a service learning and leadership development program that 
empowers middle and high school Bronx students to establish positive 
changes in their community.

BRONX YOUTH CORPS
INITIAL MEETING
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For more information on 
joining our team please stop 
by our Bronx Office or 
contact Deborah DiMiceli,  
718.513.3773

www.randrealty.com

Our New Bronx Office

©2016 Independently owned and operated by the Rand Family.

I’M BETTER

MICHELLE POSEY | REALTOR®

Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate

3432-06 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465  |  718.513.3773
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Greenmarket, the popular 
farmers market of GrowNYC, 
returns to the New York Bo-
tanical Garden at the base of 
Tulip Tree Allée inside the 
Garden’s Mosholu Gate en-
trance every Wednesday, June 
22 through October 26, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

For the 15th year, the farm-
ers market continues to bring 
affordable, locally grown pro-
duce and fresh, nutritious 
baked goods to the Bronx. 
The MetLife Healthy Fami-
lies Program, part of The Ed-
ible Academy, made possible 
through the generous support 
of MetLife Foundation, will 
offer activities that teach the 
benefi ts of a healthy lifestyle, 
including a self-guided exer-
cise tour and seasonal cook-
ing demonstrations. Participa-
tion in each of these activities 
is free to the public.

With the return of the 
Greenmarket to the New York 
Botanical Garden, vendors 
from the Hudson Valley re-
gion and beyond will offer a 
wide array of seasonal pro-
duce. The market provides 
New Yorkers access to garden-
fresh, delicious, and nutri-
tional food produced by New 
York farmers.

In addition to purchasing 
tasty, locally grown food, visi-
tors to the Greenmarket can 
talk to the farmers to learn 
more about the health ben-
efi ts of gardening and eating 
locally. They can learn how 
to use produce from the mar-
ket to make easy, nutrient-rich 
meals at weekly cooking dem-
onstrations and tastings and 
fi nd out about composting, 

recycling, growing vegeta-
bles, and more, at special dem-
onstrations throughout the 
seasons. Before or after they 
shop at the Greenmarket, they 
can enjoy walking tours of 
the New York Botanical Gar-
den, either with Garden tour 
guides on scheduled tours or 
with a self-guided walking 
map. On the last Wednesday of 
every month, visitors can feed 
their minds with “Brain Food: 
Book Nook” from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., a seasonal selection of 
books from the circulating 
collection of NYBG’s LuEs-
ther T. Mertz Library. Every-
one can browse and enjoy the 
selected titles; Garden mem-
bers are also able to check out 
books to take home. Also new 
this year is “Crafts Corner,” 
where families can come and 
enjoy coloring and crafts, spin 
with some hula hoops, and 
challenge a friend to a game of 
giant chess.

The Greenmarket attracts 
lovers of some of the tastiest 
and most healthful products 
New York has to offer. Over-
fl owing stands greet shop-
pers with a cornucopia of just-
picked, orchard-grown goods, 
including peaches, pears, ap-
ples, raspberries, and cher-
ries; a wide selection of sea-
sonal vegetables, including 
corn, squash, eggplant, as-
sorted greens, and heirloom 
tomatoes; fragrant herbs; and 
sweet cider, honey, and home-
made savory quiches, cookies, 
pies, and breads.

The market accepts EBT 
cards, WIC, FMNP, and Senior 
coupons, in addition to cash, 
credit cards, and debit cards, 

so more visitors can take ad-
vantage of the amazing bounty 
of produce at the Greenmarket 
at the New York Botanical Gar-
den. There is free admission to 
the Botanical Garden grounds 
on Wednesdays, allowing vis-
itors to explore many of the 
Garden’s other offerings such 
as the ever-changing fl ow-
ers and plant collections in 
the award-winning, sustain-
able Peggy Rockefeller Rose 
Garden, the Ruth Rea Howell 
Family Garden, the Perennial 
Garden, the inspiring Home 
Gardening Center, and the Na-
tive Plant Garden. 

Featured vendors this year 
include:

• Acevedo’s Farm, Orange 
County, N.Y.–Root vegetables, 
tomatoes, lettuce, and spe-
cialty herbs

• Gajeski Produce, River-
head, N.Y.–A variety of veg-
etables, including carrots, 
potatoes, peppers, cucumber, 
cabbage, caulifl ower, broccoli, 
and corn

• Meredith’s Bread, Kings-

ton, N.Y.–Homemade and pre-
servative-free breads, rolls, 
cakes, cookies, pies, and pre-
serves, with several lines of 
sugar-free, wheat-free, gluten-
free, and organic baked goods

• Red Jacket Orchards, 
Waterloo, N.Y.–Heirloom ap-
ples and mixed orchard fruit 
juices, jams, and apple butter

Each Wednesday at Green-
market, the MetLife Healthy 
Families Program presents 
programs that promote the 
benefi ts of gardening, healthy 
living, nutrition education, 
exercise, and the importance 
of family mealtime. Visitors 
can enjoy cooking demonstra-
tions using produce sold at 
the Greenmarket, self-guided 
walking tours, and weekly cell 
phone recordings with “What’s 
in Season” at the Greenmar-
ket. On select Wednesdays of 
each month, visitors may re-
ceive health-related screen-
ings offered by staff from lo-
cal hospitals. Participation in 
each of these activities is free 
to the public. For weekly reci-

pes, produce updates, and in-
formation about weekly spe-
cial events, read the Garden’s 
blog, Plant Talk.

The weekly Greenmar-
ket has become increasingly 
important to help people live 
healthier lives, while support-
ing New York businesses. The 
farmers market is organized 
in conjunction with Greenmar-
ket, a program of GrowNYC. 

For over 30 years, 
GrowNYC’s Greenmarket 
staff, volunteers and farmers 
have been working together 
to promote regional agricul-
ture, preserve farmland and 
ensure a continuing supply 
of fresh, local produce for all 
New Yorkers. To learn more 
about GrowNYC’s Greenmar-
ket, gardening, recycling, 
and education programs, visit 
growNYC.org.

For more information, 
visit nybg.org/sustainability/
green_market.php 

An unforgettable depar-
ture from the everyday, the 
New York Botanical Garden is 
America’s premier urban gar-
den. Its special exhibitions, 
seasonal programs, and en-
gaging activities inspire visi-
tors of every age and interest. 
The New York Botanical Gar-
den is an ever-changing liv-
ing museum, and a showplace 
of natural beauty and wonder. 
For more information, visit 
nybg.org or call 718.817.8700. 

The MetLife Healthy Fami-
lies Program, part of The Ed-
ible Academy at the New York 
Botanical Garden, is made 
possible through the gener-
ous support of MetLife Foun-
dation.

Weekly Greenmarket returns to NYBG

Health-conscious residents participate in the weekly Greenkarket at the 
New York Botanical Garden.

BY JOHN CERINI
Happy summer.  Is it hot 

enough yet? Hope all you dads 
had a great Father’s Day! Last 
weekend was a hot one, and 
we at the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants are getting ready for 
our annual golf outing being 
held on Thursday, July 14 at 
Split Rock Golf Course.  

Are you or one of your fam-
ily members a golfer?  Come 
join us for a day of fun. The 
cost is only $185 per golfer, 
which includes lunch, 18 holes 
of golf and dinner.  We have a 
great time each year, with lots 
of prizes and awards for the 
golfers.  If you are not a golfer, 
and would just like to join us 
for dinner, it is only $75.  Call 
Gerri Colon to sign up at (646) 
657-1312 ext 8.  

There has been a lot going 
on with the merchant associa-

tion.  We have been working 
on a business improvement 
district (BID) . We are hoping 
to successfully become a bid 
in the next 24 months.  The 
BID would allow for the mer-
chant association to bring 
more business to our commu-
nity.  As you know we recently 
have had to compete with a 
few malls that have opened up 
in our area.  While the park-
ing at the malls is great, we 
need to remember to keep sup-
porting our local stores.  If the 
local stores go out of business, 
there will be vacancies, which 
is never appealing to a beauti-
ful community like ours.  

On a positive note it is 
graduation season, and as 
we have been doing for many 
years, we will be present-
ing over 60 awards to 13 local 
schools in our area.  We give 

away $3000 to the children of 
our community.  The children 
being rewarded are selected 
by the administration of the 
school.  It is our honor to pres-
ent these awards to these chil-
dren at their award ceremo-
nies.  We always look forward 
to working with the schools in 
our area.    The cliché that‘the 
children are our future’ is 
true and we are proud to re-
ward some of them for their 
hard work and diligence to 
our community.  

We had our fi rst Restau-
rant Week this past January 

and are getting ready to run 
another one coming up in Au-
gust.  If you enjoyed it in Jan-
uary, we look forward to see-
ing you again.  If you did not 
get a chance to get out and try 
the great cuisine of our area, 
please come out and try all of 
our restaurants in Throggs 
Neck.  We are truly blessed to 
have such a variety of fantas-
tic foods in our area.

We hope you got a chance to 
come out on June 4 to enjoy the 
annual Sidewalk Sale with the 
family.  We had so many busi-
ness owners providing free 
goodies to our community res-
idents.  It is always our please 
to give back to our commu-
nity.  Without you shopping in 
our stores we could not stay in 
business.  We appreciate your 
patronage.  

If you have any suggestions 

or question for us through-
out the year, please call us at 
(646)657-1312.  

We will be having our fi nal 
meeting of the summer before 
we break until September.  If 
you are a business owner in 
the area, you are welcome to 
come to our next meeting at 
Rinos Restaurant located at 
3938 East Tremont Avenue.  
It will be held on Wednesday, 
June 29. The meeting starts at 
7 p.m., and is only a low cost of 
$10  

If you are a business owner, 
even if a home based busi-
ness, come see what we are all 
about. 

We are one of the stron-
gest merchant associations in 
the Bronx today and would be 
happy to have more members 
join us.  Have a great week-
end.
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Monday - Friday  3:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday  9:00am-6:00pm

#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER PERFORMING 
ARTS DAY CAMP AND SUMMER CLASSES
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(l-r) Local Celebrity Theater Summer Cabaret cast members Thomas Losito, Catherine Saraceno, Harlem Lafayette, Heather Edwards, Daniel Andronico, Ashley Ahern, Karen Andronico, 
Stephanie Lourenco and Marc Campenelli. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

In honor of its sixth anniversary, the Local Celebrity Theater produced a summer cabaret series with its second show on Friday, June 10 at the Morris Park Community Association Center.
Held in conjunction with MPCA and FealGood Foundation, the Local Celebrity Theater will host two addition performances on Thursday, June 23 and Friday, June 24 at 8 p.m. at the 1824 
Bronxdale Avenue. Tickets for these performances can be reserved by contacting localcelebritytheater@gmail.com.

LOCAL THEATER’S SUMMER CABARET SERIES

Music for Autism hosted a fun, interactive concert for children with autism and their fami-
lies on Sunday, June 12 at Bronx House. The show featured a musical act called Percussia 
whose signature sound is created through the marriage of lyrical melodic instruments with 
a variety of percussion instruments. Families had the chance to play several instruments 
alongside band members Ingrid Gordon, Frank Cassara and Susan Jolles.

MUSIC FOR AUTISM IS SWEET MUSIC

(front, l-r) Jonah and Lucas with relative Marisol (back, 1st on l) marched while making music 
with Music with Autism volunteers, Melanie (1st on r) and Linda Blacken. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

(Above) l-r) Alda Reuter, Sue Hadjopoulos, 
Robyn Lobe, Nancy Friedman, Yvette Mar-
tinez, Goussy Celestin and Sofi a Tosello of 
‘Retumba’, a women’s Afro-Caribbean dance 
and music ensemble.  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted 
Bronx Day at the New York Botanical Garden 
on Saturday, June 11. The fun family event 
featured live musical and dance perfor-
mances, interesting nature exhibits and face 
painting among other activities.

BRONX DAY AT NY
 BOTANICAL GARDEN

Mayelli (l) and Jazlyn Solano were fascinated 
by the worms inhabiting this exhibit. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Fall Registrations 
Begins May 16th

Dancers on Brooklyn 
Nets team as well as 
MSA Talent Agency.

Rhythmic  
Gymnastic  

coming soon...See why we are  
nominated #1 Dance 
Studio in the Bronx  
and Westchester.

Regional & 
National Champions...  

Award-Winning  
Choreographers...

Director Stefanie 
Salaman awarded 

Business Woman of 
the Year 2014

5 Day Ballet Intensive 

June 20th- 24th  

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

3 Day Technique Intensive  

June 14th, 15th, 16th  

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

Call our studio to find out how you can become a member of the 
Bronx and Westchesters Most Prestigious Competition Teams.

6 week Summer Programs
Starting

June 27th - August 5th

All Boy Hip Hop Classes  

Audition for our Prestigious 

National Award Winning 

Competition Team 

(inquire for dates).

Classes offered in Pre-School Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Hip Hop, Improv, 

Street Jazz, Jazz, Dance Hall, Lyrical, Contemporary, Pointe, Musical 

Theater, Tumbling, Tumblebugs, Salsa, Latin Jazz and Burlesque

4 Grayrock Rd.,
Scarsdale, NY 10583

1st studio to introduce 
Tumble Bugs for your  

future gymast...

Serving the Throggs Neck Community for over 13 years.

4037 E.Tremont Ave.,
Bronx, NY 10465

Multiple Class 
Discounts Offered

Family 
Discounts Available

718.822.2025 914.713.3282

y Ballet Intensive 

1st
Tu
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Why Drive?
For Information Call: 
Classic Coach
631.567.5100
www.classictrans.com
For additional bus information 
call the Mohegan Sun Bus Marketing 
Department at 1.888.770.0140

Daily Service

Suffolk County, Nassau 
County, Queens

Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday Service

Additional Service from 
the Bronx

$45
Round Trip
Bus Fare

OUR BUS IS 
YOUR BEST BET.

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE! 
$15 Meal/Retail Coupon

One $10 Bet Coupon & One $15 Free Bet

Buy one bus voucher, get one bus voucher free on Wednesdays*

Check Out Hot Summer Fun 

at Mohegan Sun!

mohegansun.com/HSF

Take 
the bus to 

Barrett-Jackson, 
June 23rd
to the 25th

The Joint Apprenticeship and 

Training Committee for Plumbers 

Local Union #1 will conduct a recruit-
ment from July 18, through July 29, for 
50 plumber apprentices, the New York 
State Department of Labor announced 
today.

Applications must be obtained in 
person by the applicant at the Local 
Union #1 Training Center, 37-11 47th 
Avenue, Long Island City, NY, from 8:00 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
during the recruitment period. Applica-
tions will be available for 10 business 
days or until 1,000 applications have 
been issued, whichever comes fi rst. All 
applicants are required to bring a form 
of positive proof of identifi cation. Only 
one application will be issued per per-
son.

All applications must be fully com-
pleted and returned by hand to the 
Training Center offi ce between Fri-
day, August 26, and Friday, September 
1, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 to 3 
p.m. A receipt will be issued to the per-
son who returns the completed applica-

tion.
There is a $25 application fee for the 

apprenticeship program. Applicants 
must submit a $25 money order with the 
application. No cash or checks will be 
accepted. Applicants may request that 
this fee be waived. Fee waivers will be 
approved upon showing verifi able proof 
of fi nancial need.

The Committee requires that appli-
cants: Must be at least 18 years old at 
the time of entry into the apprentice-
ship program; must have a high school 
diploma with a score of at least a 70 or 
a “C” in both Sequential Math I and Se-
quential Math II; or a high school equiv-
alency diploma (such as TASC or GED) 
with a math score of 550 or higher. In 
lieu of the required math course grades, 
the Committee will accept a TABE 10 
(Test of Adult Basic Education) math 
test (Complete Battery - Level A) with a 
“Total Math” score of 10 or higher; must 
pass a drug test, at the expense of the 
sponsor, after selection and prior to in-
denture; must be legally eligible to work 
in the U.S.; must take a New York State 

Department of Labor aptitude test. 
There is no testing fee for the aptitude 
test; must appear for a personal inter-
view, if selected; and must provide mili-
tary transfer or discharge form DD-214, 
if applicable, after selection and prior to 
indenture.

For further information, applicants 
should contact their nearest New York 
State Department of Labor offi ce or Lo-
cal Union #1 at (718) 752-9630.

* * *

Con Edison is testing drones to 
carry inspection cameras inside of the 
towering boilers that produce steam 
for some of New York City’s most iconic 
buildings.

 The company is testing the drone 
technology as a way to reduce the time 
and cost it takes to inspect the boilers, 
which are an integral part of the larg-
est district steam system in the world. 
Con Edison provides steam – a green 
energy source - to more than 1,600 large 
customers, including the Empire State 
Building, Grand Central Terminal, the 
World Trade Center and other land-
mark buildings.

Con Edison is conducting the testing 
at a steam plant on the East Side of Man-
hattan near the East River. The boilers 
are 10-stories high and each produces 
1.2 million pounds of steam in an hour. 
The steam system also produces elec-
tricity, helping to keep service reliable 
for 3.4 million electric customers.

* * *

Archbishop Stepinac High School 
has announced the names of 44 inaugu-
ral members of the new Honors Acad-
emy, the fi rst-of-its-kind in the region.  
Six of them hail from the Bronx.

The high-achieving  students will 
begin the unique, small personalized 
learning program in September 2016 
when they pursue advanced studies in 
either health and science, economics 
and fi nance, law or engineering lead-
ing to potential careers. To qualify, the 
inductees needed a cumulative average 
of 90% or higher in their freshman year 
and were required to apply for accep-
tance with the knowledge and support 
of their parents. 

Each student will be assigned a fac-
ulty mentor as well as an outside men-
tor. The program will culminate in the 
senior year with an internship and a fi -
nal capstone research project and pre-
sentation that will be designed to en-
courage students to think critically and 
develop the skills that will help prepare 
them for college, careers and adult life.

The Bronx inductees are: Health 
and Science: James Donovan, Rilind 
Rugova, and William Tancredi. Eco-
nomics and Finance: Angelo Ejli. En-
gineering: Ted Akuffo and Christopher 

Yarina.
* * *

The Morris Park Library, 985 Mor-
ris Park Avenue, will present a program 
on 1776, Bronx Revolutionary War Bat-
tles, on Saturday, July 30, at 11 a.m. 

On Wednesday, July 20, from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m., the library will present Sci-
ence in your Neighborhood, by Shalu 
Sharma Kharkwal, Ph.d., a postdoctoral 
fellow at the Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine.  She is interested in research 
that has directed clinical implications 
such as disease diagnostics, drug dis-
covery and vaccine development. Her 
current work focuses on development of 
vaccines against cancer and infectious 
diseases using small molecules that 
can activate immune cells with natural 
killer activity.

There will be a 30 minute presented 
followed by A&A session. For more in-
formation call (718) 931-0636.

* * *

The CareerPath Teacher Assistant 
Training Program, an initiative by 
Bronx Community College of The 
City University of New York to give 
low-income students the workplace cre-
dentials required of teacher aides, as-
sistants and paraprofessionals in New 
York City preschools, has been awarded 
a $125,000 one-year grant from The Car-
roll and Milton Petrie Foundation.

“The CareerPath Teacher Assistant 
Training Program has enrolled over 
500 students since January 2012, and 
many of our students who graduated 
have found employment as a teacher 
assistant with our early childhood 
partnering agencies,” says Madelaine 
Centeno, the program’s director, who 
also points to the “ninety or more stu-
dents who have enrolled here at Bronx 
Community College or another CUNY/
SUNY institution — 15 of those students 
have graduated with an A.A.S. degree 
in Early Childhood Education.”

CareerPath participants can earn up 
to 12 college credits in early childhood 
education and a Child Development 
Associate Credential, the most widely 
recognized credential in early child-
hood education that is often a doorway 
to a career in the fi eld. The program of-
fers certifi cations in health and safety, 
CPR and Medication Administration, 
all part of the training needed to be-
come an assistant teacher in an early 
childhood center. Students enrolled in 
the CDA are placed in internships with 
early childhood programs, such as Head 
Start, Montefi ore Medical Center’s 
early childhood program, the YMCA 
of Queens and day care centers.  Once 
students successfully complete the pro-
gram, their resumes are sent to partner 
agencies for possible employment.

Local Union #1 plumber apprentices recruitment 

• Con Edison Testing Drones

• Archbishop Stepinac Announces New Honors Academy

• Bronx Community College Training Program 
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Home Of The

5 Time Grand National Champions!!!

Subscribe To Our                    Channel: Dream Makers Performing Arts.                        C

The only studio in the Bronx to have multiple students performing on Broadway, signed with the top agencies in NYC, 
and performing in Broadway National Touring Companies.

kers Performing Arts

PERFORMING ARTS

BRINGING BROADWAY TO THE BRONX

Her students can be seen on Broadway in Kinky Boots, The 
Illusionists , Norwegian cruise lines, commercials , and more.

 

The first 50 students to register for 
our Fall Classes will 

Receive a Waived Registration Fee
($25 Value) and 

FREE DMPA Dance Bag.
 Early Fall Registration Dates

 July 6th,7th,8th- 4-8:30pm
July 25th and 27th- 3:30-8:30pm
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

COCKER SPANIEL MONTH SPECIAL - FREE TOOTHBRUSHING

“Bella”

COCKER SPANIEL MONTH

Bella is a 3-year-old Cocker Spaniel.
Her birthday is April 12.

Fun fact: Bella likes to watch TV.
She will sit next to her pet parent and watch 

all their favorite programs together.

Cocker Spaniels are dogs belonging to two breeds of the spaniel 
dog type: the American Cocker Spaniel and the English Cocker 
Spaniel, both of which are commonly called simply Cocker Span-
iel in their countries of origin.  In the early 20th century, Cocker 
Spaniels also included small hunting Spaniels. When the breed 
was brought to the United States, it was bred to a different stan-
dard, which enabled it to specialize in hunting the American 
woodcock. Further physical changes were bred into the cocker in 
the United States during the early part of the 20th century.

-Wikipedia

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

Dine In Only
WITH THIS AD

10OFF
%

ALLEY CAT
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE
SMOKEHOUSE

(718) 824-0168

Smoked Brisket, 
Fall-Off-The-Bone 

St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, 

Wide Assortment 
Of Side Dishes
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PROFILES OF BRONX INFLUENTIAL WOMEN - 2016 EDITION
3604 E. Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 • 718-260-4593

Welcome to the Bronx Times’ 7th annual salute to 25 Bronx Influential Women. This year’s honorees 
have energized so many aspects of Bronx life. This year’s selection process was just as daunting as the 
previous year.

The 2016 awardees encompass women with far-reaching impact in their lifetime passions. Each has 
made the Bronx a better place to live.

We congratulate our honorees and the countless other women who contribute to our borough’s well 
being.

Next year’s group is already in formation. We invite our family of readers to suggest the individuals 
they feel are worthy of this recognition.

Beyond this publication, the 25 Bronx Influential Women will be honored on Tuesday, June 28 at 
Scavello’s on the Island, on City Island. Keep an eye out for the announcement. You’re more than welcome 
to attend this exciting event.

4. ............................................................................................Peggy Robles Alvarado 

6................................................................................................................Maria Aponte

6.............................................................................................................Effie Ardizzone

8.................................................................................................................Debra Arles

10...........................................................................................................Leenda Bonilla

10....................................................................................................Linda Cunningham

12.............................................................................................Joyce Higginson Davis

14...............................................................................................Meiling Viera Delgado

14.........................................................................................................Gianna Dell’Olio

16....................................................................................................................Hetty Fox

20................................................................................................................Avril Francis

20............................................................................................Evern Gillard-Randolph

22...............................................................................................................Lynne Greco

24......................................................................................Pamela Hamilton-Johnson

24...................................................................................................Zelideth Diaz Hatch

26.............................................................................................Giselle Melendez-Susc

28.......................................................................................................Chrys Napolitano

29............................................................................................................Nicole Perrino

30...............................................................................................................Cathy Praino

32..........................................................................................................Joyce A. Rivera

33............................................................................................................Andrea Siegel

33.........................................................................................................Olga Luz Tirado

34........................................................................................Marjorie Velasquez-Lynch

35............................................................................................................Tiffany Warren

35.............................................................................................................Jessica Zufall
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MORE THAN A GAME.

Congratulations to 

the 25 Bronx 
Influential 
Women of 2016
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Peggy Robles-Al-
varado is a tenured 
teacher and award-
winning poet who in-
spires triumph and 
embodies strength.

She fi nds teach-
ing at-risk shelter 
students from P.S. 
114 near Yankee Sta-
dium rewarding be-
cause she herself had 
to overcome obstacles 
as an adolescent. She 
was a teen mom.

“I was paying bills 
at 17, running a house-
hold,” she recalled.

But her father ad-
vocated the impor-
tance of getting a good 
education and Peggy 
continued her educa-
tion and today holds 
a Masters in Elemen-
tary Education from 
Lehman College and 
a degree from Hunter 
College. She is cur-
rently attending Pratt 
Institute for a Perfor-
mance Studies degree.

The Wakefi eld resi-

supporting original 
thought provoking 
women centered liter-
ary events that pro-
vide a platform for 
emerging artists. She 
co-wrote and co-pro-
duced Soledad Speaks: 
A Theatrical Spoken 
Word Journey that 
successfully debuted 
to fi ve sold out stand-
ing room only audi-

ences in 2015.
Presently, Peggy 

is working on The 
Abuela Stories Proj-
ect that highlights the 
essences of abuelas 
through photography, 
poetry and prose.

PEGGY ROBLES ALVARADO
Award-winning poet inspires triumph and embodies strength

THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY’S  

BRONX ZOO  
CONGRATULATES THIS YEAR’S  

INFLUENTIAL 
WOMEN OF 
THE BRONX

BRONXZOO.COM  |  WCS.ORG

Photo: Julie Larsen Maher © WCS

dent is a 2014 Canto-
Mundo poetry Fel-
low and BRIO (Bronx 
Recognizes It’s Own) 
Award winner.

In 2012 she became 
the recipient of the 
Mujeres Destacados 
Award, a recognition 
given annually by El 
Diario-La Prensa to 
the most outstand-
ing women in the La-

tino community and 
The Womyn Warrior 
Award presented by 
Casa Atabex Ache.She 
was also awarded the 
Tato Laviera Poetic 
Teamster Award given 
by the Teamsters 
Union Local 237.

Her fi rst book, Con-
versations With My 
Skin, was awarded 
second place in the 

Best Poetry In English 
category in 2012.

Her second book 
Homenaje A Las  was 
awarded second place 
for Best Bilingual Po-
etry Book and Best 
Cover Design.

Peggy has been fea-
tured on HBO Habla 
Women, Lincoln Cen-
ter Out of Doors for 
La Casita, Pregones 
Theater Block Party, 
the 2014 Voto Latino 
Power Summit at 
John Jay College, the 
Bronx Museum of the 
Arts, Bronx Commu-
nity College, Hunter 
College, New York 
University, the 2011 
Brooklyn Book Fe-
sival, the Nuyorican 
Poets Cafe, The Mil-
ford Fine Arts Cen-
ter, Brecht Forum, 
Clemente Soto Velez 
Cultural Center and 
Fairfi eld University.

She has been pub-
lished in Letras, a pub-
lication by the Cen-

ter for Puerto Rican 
Studies at Hunter Col-
lege, Luna Luna Maga-
zine, the Bronx Mem-
oir Project and Sofrito 
For Your Soul. She has 
participated in the fol-
lowing discussions: 
Mosaic Literarty Free-
dom Project, Sangre 
Viva Arts Alliance, 
The NYC Latina Writ-
ers Group and Ford-

ham University’s Of-
fi ce of Multicultural 
Affairs. Peggy has also 
participated in many 
panel discussions fo-
cused on contempo-
rary writers.

She is continuously 

Her fi rst book, Conversations 
With My Skin, was awarded second 
place in the Best Poetry In English 

category in 2012.
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BRONXNET CONGRATULATES 
INDEPENDENT BRONXNET 
PRODUCER AVRIL FRANCIS AND 
ALL THE OUTSTANDING 25 BRONX 
INFLUENTIAL WOMEN OF 2016!

    FROMTHEBRONX
TOTHEWORLD

CALL-IN 
TALK SHOWS 

ON LOCAL 
TOPICS

PROGRAMS 
FOR YOUTH 
BY YOUTH

INNOVATIVE 
PROGRAMS 
REFLECTING 

DIVERSE POINTS 
OF VIEW

CIVIC 
PROGRAMS 
FEATURING 
LEADERS & 
RESIDENTS

MEDIA PRODUCTION 
TRAINING & EQUIPMENT 
ACCESS FOR BRONX 
RESIDENTS

WORKFORCE PREPARATION 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE 
STUDENTS

MEDIA CHANNELS

VISIT WWW.BRONXNET.ORG FOR INFO
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MARIA APONTE
Honoring Latina women that have opened career paths

Maria Aponte, a Nor-
wood resident, is an ac-
complished author, per-
formance artist and the 
founder of an age recog-
nition awards gala.

She has written 
and performs two one-
woman shows, Lagri-
mas de Mis Madres, an 
autobiographical play 
based on the women in 
her family, and ‘I Will 
Not Be Silenced, based 
on the life of Sor Juana 
Ines de la Cruz.

Maria performs her 
work at colleges/uni-
versities/conferences 
locally and nationally.

She has been fea-
tured on BronxNet, 
News 12, NBC Latino 
and most recently on 
WABC-TV TIEMPO.

Her one-woman 
show was published by 
Marquette University 
and Western Michigan 
University in Caribe 
Revista de Cultura y 
Literatura.

In May 2013 Maria’s 

fi rst book, Transitions 
of a Nuyorican Cinder-
ella won second place 
for Best Poetry in Eng-
lish at the International 

Latino Book Awards.
Maria has her mas-

ters in Latin Amer-
ican/Latino Stud-
ies from Fordham 

University where she 
has worked for the past 
18 years as an HEOP 
Counselor. At the uni-
versity she holds the 

position of Diversity 
Initiatives Coordina-
tor/Career Counselor 
in Career Services.

She is member of the 

Pen American Center.
In June she hosted her 

Third Annual Latina 50 
Plus Luncheon/Award 
Ceremony.

The event pays trib-
ute to Latinas over 50 
years old who shaped 
careers in previously 
unchartered waters.

They fought to dis-
pel commonly held ste-
reotypes of Latinas.

“I have created an 
event that will high-
light the selected Latina 
Women over Fifty...who 
will have the oppor-
tunity to speak about 
their journeys, chal-
lenges and accomplish-
ment.”

“By honoring the 
women we are hon-
oring our history as 
women of a certain gen-
eration who laid down 
the stepping stones of 
change for future gen-
erations of Latinas,” 
she explained.

Maria is married to 
Bobby Gonzalez.

By honoring the women we are 
honoring our history as women 
of a certain generation who laid 

down the stepping stones of 
change for future generations of 
Latinas. I have created an event 
that will highlight the selected 

Latina Women over Fifty...who will 
have the opportunity to speak 

about their journeys, challenges 
and accomplishments..

EFFIE ARDIZZONE
Always available to smooth over the rough edges

Even though she 
was born and raised 
in Upper Manhattan, 
Effi e Ardizzone has 
thoroughly embraced 
her new borough.

In 2004, after stints 
in local and state gov-
ernment, she went to 
work for NYC Depart-
ment of Environmen-
tal Protection and as 
the agency’s Bronx 
Community Coordi-
nator she has made 
the borough a better 
place.

Effi e is the face of 
the agency, running 
around the borough 
answering complex 
questions, helping 
residents understand 
water and sewer bills, 
speaking at com-
munity association 
meetings and attend-
ing DEP-sponsored 
events.

In 2010 she became 
Deputy Director of 
Community Affairs 
and was a member 

of the Community 
and Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs Team, ad-
dressing water and 
sewer main breaks, 
fl ooding and noise is-
sues.

On a regular basis 
she proactively meets 
with communities to 
review how upcom-
ing DEP projects will 
impact on their neigh-
borhood.

She has served as 
the department’s in-
teragency represen-
tative on two of the 
city’s most impres-
sive projects: Atlantic 
Yards and the Second 
Avenue Subway.

These complicated 
long-term projects 
don’t usually offer 
permanent solutions, 
she said, but she 
makes sure the DEP 
and partner agencies 
do what they can to 
ameliorate  the situa-
tion, according to the 
DEP’s weekly Pipe-

line inter offi ce news-
letter.

In 1998, after grad-
uating from Hunter 
College with a degree 
in Political Science 
she worked as a con-
stituent liaison for 
the very popular New 
York state Senator, 
Guy Velella, where 
she learned the many 
skills she would draw 
from in her future ca-
reer.

Effi e recently 
took part in the long 
awaited pilot access 
program for the Je-
rome Park Reservoir 
with the Friends of Je-
rome Park Reservoir.

The 2-day program 
last November in-
cluded a both a guided 
tour and a non-guided 
tour. The park has 
been off limits to the 
public since 1995.

DEP has recog-
nized Effi e’s dedica-
tion when she was 
named a DEP Women 

of the Year in March 
2006, DEP Commis-
sioner’s Award in 
June 2008 and the 
DEP Employee of the 
Month in September 
2012.

One of her favorite 

places in the Bronx 
is her home -”It’s my 
safe zone”, she said.

She has signed up 
to attend the NYPD’s 
Citizen’s Police Acad-
emy this fall.

“I want Bronxites 

to know that I live in 
this borough and am 
vested in it. It is very 
important that the 
residents have some-
one they trust and 
who is always avail-
able to assist them.”



25 BRONX INFLUENTIAL WOMEN 2016 7  BTR

The Metro Center Atrium is an exciting 370,000 SF mixed-use complex in the Bronx featuring a 
125-room Marriott Residence Inn, LA Fitness Center, Applebee’s Restaurant, Dunkin’ Donuts and 
200,000 SF of Class A office space • Ideal location for medical practices with 5 major hospitals less 
than a mile away • Convenient access to major highways • Manhattan less than 20 minutes away

www.hutchmetrocenter.com 

Congratulations to 2016

Bronx Influential  
Women Honorees
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DEBRA ARLES
Fascinated by language her whole teaching career

Debra Arles’ teach-
ing career fl ourished 
and one extraordi-
nary school played a 
prominent role in its 
advancement - St. Jo-
seph School for the 
Deaf.

The New Rochelle 
native was fascinated 
by languages dur-
ing her college years, 
especially sign lan-
guage.

That passion has 
followed her from the 
classroom, to supervi-
sor and most recently 
to executive director.

Debra attended col-
leges in Colorado and 
Massachusetts. Her 
fi rst opportunity to 
work with deaf chil-
dren came in 1987, 
when she honed her 
classroom skills for 
the next 11 years at 
St. Joseph’s. She holds 
certifi cations in N 
- 6th Grade, Special 
Education and School 
Administration and 

in a similar capacity 
before being named 
the school’s principal 
a year later.

When the execu-
tive director of St. Jo-
seph’s retired in 2009, 
she was the hands 
down favorite to take 
the school’s reins.

“Because I was a 
teacher a good part of 
my career, I was pre-
pared to introduce a 
bilingual, bi-modal 
approach to teaching 
literacy skills,”  she 
said.

Deafness is hard to 
trace, she explained, 
very few cases are he-
reditary. The Rubella 
Epidemic in the 1960s 
caused a deafness 
spike, but only 10% of 
all deaf parents have 
deaf offspring, she 
said.

American sign 
was developed by the 
renowned French 
teacher Laurent 
Clerc, known as ‘The 

Supervision.
She continued her 

teaching in Boston for 
8 years, before return-
ing to St. Joseph’s in 

her fi rst administra-
tive position. One year 
later she moved on to 
New York School for 
Deaf in White Plains 

Apostle of the Deaf in 
America’.

St. Joseph’s still 
uses his method today 
to maximize its stu-
dents’ potential.

The school was 
started in Fordham in 
1869 by French nuns. 
It was originally an 
all-girls school, but 
when a young deaf 
girl was brought to 
the school it’s mis-
sion changed. A boys 
campus was opened 
in 1881 on the present-
day site of Monsignor 
Scanlan High School 

and the girls moved 
to the school’s pres-
ent location in 1913. 
The students lived 
in the schools up till 
1952, when the boys 

school was sold to St. 
Helena’s, Scanlan’s 
predecessor. When 
the Hutchinson River 
Parkway was built the 
two buildings were 
separated and a foot-
bridge connected the 
campuses.

Debra recently was 
named Educator of the 
Year by the Chippewa 
Democratic Club.

Because I was a teacher a 
good part of my career, I 

was prepared to introduce a 
bilingual, bi-modal approach 

to teaching literacy skills .
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We salute the most infl uential women selected in the

Bronx for 2016 for their Commitment, Dedication,

and Excellence, and for their infl uence 

and devotion to help improve the lives of  others.

New York State Assembly Member

Michael R. Benedetto
82nd District
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LEENDA BONILLA
Integrating park space to sustain Bronx neighborhoods

Leenda Bonilla 
grew up in an area 
dubbed ‘Little Swit-
zerland’, by her dad, a 
residential neighbor-
hood of modest one- 
and 2-family homes, 
surrounded by 
Zerega, Parkchester 
and Morris Park. 

After attending 
Preston High School 
she earned degrees in 
Political Science and 
International Studies 
from Manhattan Col-
lege and an Arts/Cul-
tural Management 
degree from Pratt In-
stitute.

While pursuing a 
career in magazine 
publishing Leenda de-
veloped into an inter-
disciplinary artist, 
arts/cultural worker 
and community advo-
cate.

Her art-making 
practices incorporate 
art mediums inspired 
by social movements, 
feminism and ethnog-

raphy.
Leenda works to 

connect and promote 
initiatives that build 
relationships with art-
ists, businesses, com-
munity boards and 
electives to promote 
sustainable and cre-
ative neighborhoods.

“Art was always my 
outlet,” she said, while 
explaining her mis-
sion to integrate park 

space and community.
Her visual art and 

installation/perfor-
mance work has been 
shown at various NYC 
and Rhode Island gal-
leries.

She currently works 
as a Community Asso-
ciate for Partnerships 
for Parks at the NYC 
Parks and Recreation. 
As a liaison to com-
munity boards 2, 7, 8 

and 9, very different 
neighborhoods with 
very different needs, 
she fosters community 
park stewardships 
or creative collabora-
tions among the stake-
holders to help acti-
vate local parks, green 
spaces and waterfronts 
to sustain Bronx com-
munities.

Leenda has played 
a pivotal role as pro-
gram manager for 
Special Projects at the 
Bronx Council on the 
Arts, special project 
curatorial producer at 
The Bronx Museum of 
the Arts and Eastern 
Regional Coordinator 
for the National Asso-
ciation of Latinos Arts 
and Culture.

In addition, she 
works on behalf of 
multiple organization 
as panelist, project 
support and advisory 
boards: Coro Leader-
ship NY, The Social 
Justice Artists’ Collab-

orative, Scholastic, The 
Laundromat Project, 
as well as Bronx-based 

She currently works as a 
Community Associate for 

Partnerships for Parks at the NYC 
Parks and Recreation. As a liaison to 
community boards 2, 7, 8 and 9, with 

very different needs, she fosters 
community park stewardships or 

creative collaborations.

organizations Pepa-
tian and EnFoco.www..
leendabonilla.com

LINDA CUNNINGHAM
Transforming structural remnants, material from the ‘urban mine’

Linda Cunning-
ham, a south Bronx-
based sculptor, has 
set down her roots in 
a 5-story, renovated 
former industrial 
building that was con-
verted into a 13-unit 
co-op building. Her 
fi rst fl oor space with 
high ceilings is ideal 
for her large-scale art 
pieces.

When the ‘Ameri-
can kid’ arrived in the 
Bronx in 2000 she was 
immediately drawn 
to the fast-changing, 
but still grittier side 
of town. While born 
in Ohio and raised in 
New Jersey she has 
travelled extensively 
and probably saw half 
the world before she 
was 22.

Linda sculptures 
in metal and stone 
transform found 
structural remnants 
and materials from 
the ‘urban mine’ into 
installations distin-

guished by fl uid, diag-
onal, curving forms 
closely resembling 
calligraphic drawing 
and torn edges.

Using surplus mili-
tary bronze scrap she 
devised a technique 
to weld the material 
into war memorials 
to honor our unher-
alded combatants

A recently commis-
sioned 17-foot wide by 
10 1/2-foot high grille 
constructed from 
twisted bar stock ap-
pears plant-like and 
is accented with sand-
cast bronze elements.

“I don’t make art 
to sell because I am 
passionate about 
my ideas,” she said, 
adding.”Most of my 
sculptures are pur-
chased by those that 
like the piece.”

An affordable 
housing agency, Proj-
ect Renewal, recently 
commissioned her 
to build a decorative 

fence across its Ne-
reid Avenue court-
yard so the residents 
had a smoking area 
that didn’t distract 
from the building’s 
street appearance.

Linda’s most re-
cent exhibits have 
been on Westchester 
Square, ‘This Side of 
Paradise,” No Longer 
Empty’s exhibition at 
Andrew Freedman 
House, the Fundacion 
Euroidiomas, Lima, 
Peru and a sculptural 
exhibition, ‘Urban Re-
generation’ at Bronx 
Museum of the Arts.

Her monumental 
public sculptural in-
stallations and alter-
native memorials are 
permanently sited in 
Cologne, Kassel, Bad 
Hersfeld and Corn-
berg, Germany. A 
temporary installa-
tion was located on 
the United Nations 
Plaza.

She has received a 

theater grant from the 
National Endowment 
for the Arts, an Art-

ists Grant from the 
Pennsylvania Coun-
cil on the Arts and a 

Fulbright Senior Re-
search Fellowship to 
work in Berlin. 
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New York State Assembly 
Mark Gjonaj 

80th Assembly District 
 

1126 Pelham Parkway South 
Bronx, NY 10461 

Gjonajm@assembly.state.ny.us 
(718) 409-0109 

Congratulations to the 
 Bronx Times’ 

 

25 Influential  
Women of 2015 

 
 

 
 

“You can only get out of a community, that 
which you put into it.” – Mark Gjonaj 

 

Congratulations
to the Bronx Times’

25 Influential Women
of 2016
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JOYCE HIGGINSON DAVIS
Providing leadership while building solid Bronx institutions

Joyce Davis’ life 
mission is to pro-
vide leadership while 
building institutions 
that inspire, motivate, 
educate and empower 
individuals. Her com-
munity service is a 
testament to the re-
turn of stability to the 
west Bronx from the 
devastation of the 70s 
and 80s.

As a 12 year-old she 
recalls the how happy 
the family was when 
they left Harlem for 
Utopia - the Bronx.     
Families felt safe and 
there was green vege-
tation and trees every-
where.

But that soon 
changed as the crack 
epidemic swept 
through the once beau-
tiful neighborhood and 
drug dealers ruled the 
streets, she remem-
bered.

But Joyce stayed, 
committed to the ef-
forts to reshape the 

community for people 
to live, work, play and 
worship in.

She honed her lead-
ership skills at AT&T, 
where she was noted 
for her success in mar-
keting products to ma-
jor corporate clients. 
She managed every 
aspect of sales and 
sponsored the fi rst mi-
nority business sales 
seminar. She also de-
signed programs for 
employee development 
and retention.

Joyce, an ordained 
deacon, was the fi rst 
female chairperson 
of the Deaconate at 
Walker Memorial Bap-
tist Church, located at 
159th Street and Grand 
Concourse. As a found-
ing member and board 
chair she spearheaded 
the construction of a 
charter school, Grand 
Concourse Academy, 
on a vacant church lot. 
The school has since 
outgrown its original 

premises and is now 
operated from space 
leased from Monsignor 

Scanlan High School.
After retirement 

from NYNEX, she de-

voted all her time to 
improving her neigh-
borhood.

“Landlords were 
milking the buildings 
and I knew we could 
make a difference”, 
she said.

Teaming up with 
professional hous-
ing advocates she was 
able to save a group of 
buildings that would 
later become Mt. Hope 
Housing Corp.

Joyce previously 
served as the exec-
utive director of a 
multi-million dollar 
community develop-
ment corporation, 
where she oversaw 
housing, human ser-
vices and economic de-
velopment. She is the 
past president of the  
North Bronx Commu-
nity Clergy Coalition, 
which serves over 
400,000 people.

Presently, she di-
rects the Community 
Building Division at 

the Mid-Bronx Senior 
Citizens Council, and 
serves as the liaison 
for faith-based organi-
zations and the Bronx 

Health Reach Project.
Former Borough 

President Freddie 
Ferrer appointed her 
Commissioner of the 
Commission on the In-
tegrity of School Offi -
cials.

Recently she was 
named a Bronx All 
Star and received a 
Community Service 
Award from the Na-
tional Council of Ne-
gro Women, Bronx 
Chapter.

L andlords 
were milking the 
buildings and I 
knew we could 

make a difference.
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CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)
Cohen’s Gentle Dental

183 West 231 Street
Bronx, NY 10463

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

PARTIALS

Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

Reg. $1500
Now $1199

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1500
Now $1200

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$499

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  

$4500

EXPIRES 7/31/16

Call Now And Receive
Our Special
1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/this ad

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning 
are required before treatment

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
with this ad

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL EXAM

NEW
ADDITIONAL LOCATION

100 ALCOTT PLACE 
(CO-OP CITY)

BRONX NY 10475
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MEILING VIERA DELGADO
A lifetime of devotion and commitment to Crotona Park

Crotona Park is a 
member of Meiling 
Viera Delgado’s fam-
ily tree, literally.

All her life the 
park has played a  ma-
jor role.

Meiling was 
elected president of 
the Friends of Cro-
tona Park nine years 
ago. She has served as 
a member since 2002.

While growing up 
on Fulton Avenue 
and E. 169th Street 
she loved watch-
ing her older broth-
ers play little league 
baseball games on 
the park’s Diamond 
1. From 1988 to 1995 
there were up to a 
thousand spectators 
at each game she re-
called. Because it 
was an all boys team 
Meiling became the 
official scorekeeper. 
As her brothers ad-
vanced to more seri-
ous play she was the 
first and youngest fe-

male secretary of the 
city’s most renowned 
amateur baseball 
league. Those years 
left her with a deep 
fondness for the 
park, but what she 
learned later really 
clinched her love for 
this green space lo-
cated in the middle 
of the Bronx.

Her father, Ramon, 
who drove a truck 
for a fi sh wholesaler, 
shared with Meiling 
a story about his ar-
rival to the United 
States - he slept in the 
park every night un-
til he found employ-
ment and could afford 
a roof over his head.

Meiling’s aspira-
tion to become an 
educator like her 
mother never materi-
alized once her father 
took ill and suddenly 
passed. Heartbroken 
she turned to a friend 
who advised her to 
redirect her pain to 

better the world. She 
earned a degree in So-
cial Science at the Col-
lege of New Rochelle 
and went to work for 
Phipps Community 
Development Corp, 
which it turned out 
also had strong ties to 
the park.

She has been 
deeply involved in 
the park’s reconstruc-
tion, contributing 
to many work scop-
ing meetings. Re-
cently the Leeds Ten-
nis Center opened. It 
has two professional 
rubberized courts be-
low ground and am-
ple space for an after 
school program.

The lake itself was 
also improved. A bar-
rier wall was removed 
and natural plants 
surround the lake’s 
perimeter. The lake is 
teeming with fi sh and 
turtles. The Kiddie 
Pool was converted 
into a shower area.

The park now hosts 
festivals, hip hop 
summer jams, back-

to-school events, New 
York Philharmonic 
concerts, family days 

and cultural events.
Meiling recently 

accepted the Golden 
Trowl award from the 
Partnership for Parks 
in recognition of the 
hard work the volun-
teers put into trans-
forming the green 
space into a dynamic 
community asset.

She currently 
works as a Commu-
nity Liaison to the 
Bronx for the Offi ce of 
External Affairs, NYC 
Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene. 
She was presented 
with the department’s 
Distinguished Ser-
vice Award for her 
professionalism.  She 
recently represented 
the agency during the 
Legionnaire’s Disease 
outbreak in the south 
Bronx.

Meiling is actively 
involved in the high 
school and middle 
school her daughters 
attend.

GIANNA DELL’OLIO
Matching her desire to utilize her talents to the maximum

Gianna Dell’Olio 
is the new director 
of advertising and 
communications for 
BronxWorks. The 
Bronx agency man-
ages 34 sites in the 
borough and pro-
vides services to over 
40,000 people includ-
ing 6,000 children.

BronxWorks also 
runs two drop off 
centers for males and 
has its own homeless 
outreach team.

For three and a 
half years she was 
the director of Ad-
vancement for Pres-
ton High School in 
Throggs Neck  where 
she worked closely 
with the school’s ad-
ministration to max-
imize the all-girls 
school’s unique wa-
terfront property.

Besides the nor-
mal marketing op-
portunities that a 
private school avails 
itself, Preston also 

promoted its prop-
erty as an ideal wed-
ding location, with 

picturesque views of 
both the Throgs Neck 
and Bronx-Whites-

tone bridges.
Gianna grew up in 

the Van Nest section 
of the Bronx. She at-
tended the local paro-
chial school, St.  Domi-
nic’s and spent her high 
school years at Mt. St. 
Ursula High School 
where she joined the 
Italian Club.

Her early work ex-
perience at Victor 
Pharmacy tempted 
her towards a ca-
reer as a pharmacist, 
but after obtaining 
a scholarship to St. 
John’s University she 
elected a degree in 
Communication and 
Business instead. 
She graduated Magna 
Cum Laude.

Her marketing 
skills were honed 
at Fort Productions 
in New Jersey. The 
fi rm’s major client 
convinced her to re-
locate and work for 
them exclusively. She 
was in charge of ven-

dor incentive pro-
grams for Marvin 
Windows and Doors 
distributor Building 
Materials Distribu-
tors, which had prod-
uct exclusivity in Ne-
vada, Colorado, New 
Mexico, Wyoming 
and California.

She recalls that 
the fi rm was the 
largest building 
materials provider 
on the west coast 
prior to the housing 
crash.

It was at BMD, at 
the age of 35, that Gi-
anna met the man of 

her life.
“When I was in-

troduced to him I 
thought he was a cus-
tomer. He had a pony 
tail and a surfer look, 
but he was actually 
from Colorado and 
was the new accounts 
manager for BMD,” 
she laughed.

They got married 
on 7-7-7 and lived in 
California’s wine 
country before re-
turning to New York 
in 2009.

She rejoined Fort 
Productions and led 
the fi rm’s involve-
ment in the Bronx 
Chamber of Com-
merce.

Gianna has two 
children and is ex-
cited about the chal-
lengers BronxWorks 
has to offer.

“I think this orga-
nization is just the 
right size for me to 
best utilize my tal-
ents,” she said.

I think this 
organization is 
just the right 
size for me to 
best utilize my 

talents.
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HETTY FOX
Meeting an obligation to revive her community and borough

Hetty Fox, a long-
time Bronx activist, 
continuously puts her 
community fi rst - hold-
ing countless activi-
ties and events for her 
neighborhood to enjoy 
and learn from for de-
cades.

Born in Harlem in 
1937 to Guyanese immi-
grants George and Ina 
Fox, Hetty moved to the 
present day neighbor-
hood of Foxhurst in the 
Bronx in 1940, formally 
known as Fort Apache. 

She went to Cathe-
dral High School and 
eventually graduated 
from Hunter College in 
1962 with a BA, major-
ing in Psychology and 
minoring in Sociology 
and Russian.

After graduat-
ing from college, Fox 
moved to Hollywood, 
CA to begin a new chap-
ter in her life. When she 
was living on the west 
coast, she received two 
masters.

When she moved 
back to her old street, 
Lyman Place, in 1970, 
she noticed that the 
neighborhood had 

changed - for the worst. 
It was at that time 

that Hetty Fox felt an 
obligation to revive a 
community and a bor-

ough that had gone 
through so much in the 
1960s and 1970s.

“I knew that the 
Bronx needed help,” 
said Hetty, who recalls 
that she couldn’t leave 
again after seeing the 
condition of her deteri-
orated neighborhood. 

She began by reno-
vating and rescuing 
one-and two-family 
homes on her block, 
and eventually turned 
one of them into a cen-
ter for arts and educa-
tion, called the Neo-
Presearch Energy 
Foundation, Inc., lo-
cated at 1370 Lyman 
Place. 

At this center, those 
who visit are encour-
aged to write their own 
books or create their 
own art project when 
taking part in arts and 
crafts workshops. 

Fox is also respon-
sible for starting her 
very own ‘Play Street’ 
in 1977. 

Fox closes down Ly-
man Avenue from 8  
a.m. to 8 p.m. so that 
kids can take part in 
physical activities that 
are good for both the 
mind and the body. 

According to Fox, 
the play street sees 
100-150 kids daily in 

the summer months. 
She has also planted 
21 trees on her block to 
resurrect the area.

On holidays she 
holds  parties on her 
street, usually the Sun-
day before Christmas - 
a tradition that she has 
continued since 1992. 

For the holiday fes-
tivities, she gives pres-
ents to every kid 12 and 
under.

“There are so many 
dynamics in the Bronx 
- food, culture, music 
and art to name a few, 
and this borough as 
well as the city needs 

to show the rest of the 
world what it is about,” 
said Fox. “It’s appar-
ent that the Bronx has 
some healing to do, but 
we must take advan-
tage of the resources 
and the economic sys-
tems in NYC to re-
cover.”

There are so many dymamics in the 
Bronx - food, culture, music and art 
to name a few, and this borough as 
well as the city needs to show the 
rest of the world what it is about.
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Congratulations to 
Olga Luz Tirado 

A hard-working and 
creative advocate for 

what’s best about 
the Bronx!  

Frank Randazzo

Congratulations to 
Gianna Dell’Olio 

A tireless volunteer, 
who seems to never say no 

when a helping-hand is 
needed!  

Frank Randazzo

Congratulations to 
Chrys Napolitano 

A great neighbor, 
who cares so much about 
the health and well-being 

of our community!  
Frank Randazzo

Congratulations to 
Marjorie 

Velasquez-Lynch, 
A great friend, 

who has been there for 
me so many times!

Frank Randazzo
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UNIVERSITY DIAGNOSTIC

A Fully Accredited American College of Radiology Facility 

“We’re in
your l
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C  MEDICAL IMAGING, P.C.

The A-Team in Diagnostic Imaging

WHO’S YOUR
RADIOLOGIST?

THE CHOICE SHOULD BE YOURS

nspired by
oyalty”
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AVRIL FRANCIS
Using Bronx access television to empower her message

EVERN GILLARD-RANDOLPH
Recognizes grandparents for nuturing families with love

Avril Francis has 
used The Avril Show, 
for the past 11 years 
on WVIP-93.5FM and 
a self-produced pro-
gram on BronxNet, to 
empower anyone that 
needs advice or assis-
tance on a whole slew 
of subjects: healthcare 
issues, politics, domes-
tic violence, relation-
ship s, education, im-
migration issues, gay 
rights, religion, polic-
ing and almost any 
concern affecting the 
community.

She also airs a 
weekly one hour Gos-
pel show every Sun-
day morning at 8 a.m. 
on BronxNet’s Chan-
nel 70.

Avril was born in 
St. Kitts Nevis and 
received her elemen-
tary education in St. 
Thomas, U.S. Virgin 
Islands. Her family 
arrived in New York 
in 1981 and she lo-
cated to the Bronx in 

1990.
Her various careers 

have included a pe-
riod as a business ad-
ministrator and as a 
medical technician at 
both North Bronx Cen-
tral Hospital and Mon-
tefi ore Hospital.

But her real calling 
was to be the ‘Voice’ of 
the people, Avril said, 
so she loaned her mar-
keting and business 
knowledge to the com-
munity.

She’s proud of the 
many interviews she 
has conducted on 
BronxNet, connecting 
the audience with po-
litical leaders, experts 
from the medical fi eld, 
attorneys, pastors, 
educators and youth 
counselors.

The Allerton Av-
enue resident has al-
ways maintained close 
working relationships 
with the 47th Precinct, 
the Bronx borough 
presidents and Assem-

blyman Carl Heastie.
She recently hon-

ored fi ve cancer/heart 
survivors at an event 
this month at the East-
wood.

Besides community 
advocacy, Avril fi nds 
time to wear many 
other hats. She sits on 
Community Board 11 
and is the vice presi-
dent of the Commu-
nity Advisory Board 
for Montefi ore Hospi-
tal.

She helped set up 
the Black and La-
tino Caucus’ visit to 
St. Thomas Virgin 
Islands in 2015 and 
acted as a liaison with 
the staff of the island’s 
Roy Lester  Schneider 
Hospital during the 
political retreat.

Her many accolades 
include awards from 
the National Associa-
tion of Negro Women, 
New York State Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj, 
the Bronx borough 

president, P.S./M.S.20 
and the Marcella 
Brown Foundation.

She announced that 
she will be launch-
ing a new recognition 

initiative called ‘La-
dies Moving Forward, 
Raising the Bar’.

Evern Gillard-Ran-
dolph founded an or-
ganization in 2005 to 
help bridge the gap 
between generations 
called Grandparents 
Around the World Pro-
ductions.

While growing up 
in a small South Caro-
lina town, one of 15 sib-
lings  Evern’s grand-
mother nurtured the 
family with love and 
guidance.  

“My grandmother 
was a community 
leader and very in-
volved in her church. 
We were raised in the 
segregated south, but 
she maintained strong 
relationships in both 
communities, She was 
the pillar of the com-
munity,” she said

Every year the 
family, from both the 
north and south gath-
ered at the grandmoth-
er’s house  on special 
occasions. A couple of 
years after her passing 

in 2002 Evern penned 
a play in her grand-
mother’s honor titled 

‘Dinner at Grandmas’ 
which ran from 2004 to 
2012 around Mother’s 

Day to rave reviews.
Encouraged by the 

response she received 
she scraped together 
donations from people 
who believed in her to 
form GATW.

GATW’s programs, 
workshops and events 
include Grandpar-
ents Ball, Grandpar-
ents Walk-a-Thon and 
Health Fair, a monthly 
forum, Dancing Shoes 
and Youth Career Af-
ternoon Tea.

She recently wrote 
another play, ‘The To 
Do List’ and authored 
a novel ‘ The Seventh 
Child”.

In October a few 
well-crafted Japanese 
plays she helped pro-
duce, ‘Prayer For Love’ 
and ‘Peace,

Nagasaki Miracle,’ 
‘Then and Now’ and 
‘Firefi ghters’ will re-
turn to NYC.

Evern has received 
kudos from NYC Comp-
troller Scott Stringer. 

Senator Ruth Hassell-
Thompson and Coun-
cilwoman Vanessa Gib-
son. Senator Jeff Klein 
proclaimed April 29th 
2005 as ‘Evern Gillard-
Randolph Day’.

The organization 
serves over 500 grand-
parents and is cur-
rently looking for space 
to expand.

The Pelham Bay res-
ident has been acknowl-
edged for her work by 
the Bronx Museum of 

M y grandmother was a 
community leader and very 

involved in her church. We were 
raised in the segregated south, 

but she maintained strong 
relationships in both communities. 

She was the pillar of the 
community .

the Arts, AARP, New 
York Roadrunners, 
MetroPlus, Affi nity 
Health Plan, Bronx-
Net and the Salvation 
Army. 

“More and more 
grandparents raise 
their grandkids. Many 
40-year-olds spend sig-
nifi cant time with their 
grandchildren and 
even 70 and 80-year-
olds are taking care of 
their great grandchil-
dren.”
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JEROME FLORIST
Since 1968

Flowers For All Occasions
3724 East Tremont Avenue |  Bronx, NY 10465 

718-931-9440

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL OF 

THE HONOREES
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LYNNE GRECO
Touching the lives of over four thousand former students

A remarkable educa-
tor for the past 45 years 
will be retiring at the 
end of June. 

Lynne Greco an Eng-
lish and Social Studies 
teacher has touched 
the lives of over 3,000 
students.

She began her teach-
ing career at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel 
School in Belmont. Af-
ter a year at P.S.89 she 
spent the next 30 years 
at P.S.83.

During her tenure at 
the Morris Park K to 8 
school she introduced 
her love for theatre by 
writing, producing and 
choreographing her 
own yearly musical, 
which her 4th, 5th and 
6th graders students 
performed

“In addition to aca-
demics, children can 
have the opportunity 
to shine through stage 
performance, even 
if they were not the 
star students,” she be-

lieves..
“The plays were al-

ways heart warming,” 
she recalled.”Some of 
my students were so 
impacted by the shows 
they selected LaGuar-
dia High School to pur-
sue their love of the-
atre.”

Lynne worked with 
the Morris Park Com-
munity Association’s 

after school program 
for 5th and 6th grad-
ers. They put on the 
original production of 
‘Down Memory Lane’ 
and Broadway musical 
revues.  

To this day when 
Lynne runs into her 
former students they 
remember how much 
they enjoyed perform-
ing on stage.

Once her 6th grade 
class performed a Hal-
loween-themed produc-
tion on a local TV news 
program and another 
time Congressman El-
iot Engel arranged a 
private tour of Wash-
ington, DC for her 6th 
grade class.

Over the years 
Lynne has used her re-
sources to introduce 
her students to many 
notable fi gures, includ-
ing elected offi cials, a 
former astronaut, au-
thors, atheletes and 
even NYC First Lady 
Donna Hanover, who 

gave the school the 
‘Cool School’ award.

She has left an in-
delible impression on 
former students that 
went on to become doc-
tors, lawyers, business 
owners and commu-
nity leaders, including 
Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj, who she taught 
at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel.

She was raised in 
Pelham Bay and re-
sides in Pelham Gar-
dens with her husband 
Robert. She attended 
Our Lady of the As-
sumption and Holy Ro-
sary grammar schools 
and St. Catharine Acad-
emy. Lynne received 
her Master’s Degree in 
Education as a Reading 
Specialist from the Col-
lege of New Rochelle.

She plans to stay ac-
tive in her retirement, 
continuing her love for 
travel, the stage and 
her Wednesday night 
bowling buddies.

In addition 
to academics, 

children can have 
the opportunity 

to shine 
through stage 
performance, 

even if they were 
not the star 

students.
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The New York Botanical Garden salutes the 2016 

25 Bronx Influential Women: 

Learn more about NYBG’s anniversary at nybg.org/125

Peggy Robles-Alvarado

Poet

Maria Aponte

Founder, Latina 50-Plus

Effie Ardizzone

NYC Department of

Environmental Protection

Debra Arles

St. Joseph School for 

the Deaf

Leenda Bonilla

Artist

Linda Cunningham

Artist

Joyce Higginson Davis

Mid-Bronx Council Services

Meiling Viera Delgado

Friends of Crotona Park 

Gianna Dell’Olio

BronxWorks

Hetty Fox

Community Activist

Avril Francis

WVIP FM Radio/BronxNet

Lynne Greco 

Educator

Zelideth Diaz Hatch

Educator

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson

Eastchester Heights 

Community Center

Marjorie Velasquez-Lynch

82nd Assembly District 

Leader

Chrys Napolitano

Columnist, Food for Thought

Nicole Perrino

Team Bronx Mama 

Catherine Praino

Sisters, Servants of Mary 

Auxiliary

Evern Gillard-Randolph

Producer/Playwright/Lyricist

Joyce A. Rivera

St. Ann’s Corner of Harm 

Reduction

Andrea Siegel

Pelham Parkway 

Neighborhood Association

Giselle Melendez Susca

Former Executive Director

Kingsbridge Heights 

Community Center

Olga Luz Tirado

Bronx Tourism Council

Tiffany Warren

Omnicom Group

Jessica Zufall

Special Citizens Futures 

Unlimited
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PAMELA HAMILTON-JOHNSON
Activist for the low-income and the disadvantaged

ZELIDETH DIAZ HATCH
Successfully overcame environmental challenges every time

Pamela Johnson, 
a community activist 
for the low-income and 
disadvantaged. 

In 1999 she founded 
the Urban Neighbor-
hood Educational 
Technology for You, a 
group she serves as its 
executive director. She 
is currently the volun-
teer director for East-
chester Heights Com-
munity Center.

Urban Neighbor-
hood is dedicated to 
bringing social aware-
ness and knowledge 
through educational 
technology programs 
and community ser-
vices. Its programs 
and classes target low-
income residents and 
immigrants. The pro-
gram Pamela runs 
teaches them how to 
use the Internet, in-
teractive educational 
games and ways for 
digital media can en-
hance education and 
employment opportu-

nities. 
The program offers 

workforce develop-
ment, GED/ESL refer-
ral services and after 
school activities.

At the Eastchester 
Heights Community 
Center Pamela has 
created programs that 
offer an alternative 
to hanging out: East-
chester Heights Amer-
ican Idol talent show-
case, Halloween and 
Christmas celebra-
tions, free bus trips to 
Dorney Park and Ses-
ame Place, a Saturday 
arts program, Friday 
night Video and Card 
Night as well as an af-

ter school program for 
children with special 
needs.

For the adults there 
are trips to Foxwoods 
Casino, computer 
and exercise classes, 
Zumba and salsa les-
sons.

Through Pamela’s 
efforts the center part-
ners with Alpha Kappa 
Alpha, Inc.and Kappa 
Alpha Psi, two youth 
mentoring groups, Fu-
ture Talent League, 
Workshops for Special 
Needs Students, Cor-
nell University Coop-
erative Extension for 
Caregivers, Pepsi NFL 
Punt Pass and Knicks 
Family Day and NBA 
Jr. League.

Pamela is the 
founder of the Schol-
arship Advantage 
Workshop where she 
conducts seminars for 
students attending col-
lege. She is affection-
ately known as the 
‘Scholarship Lady’.

She serves as vice 
chair for the NYC De-

partment of Youth and 
Community Develop-

ment Neighborhood 
Advisory Board, vice 
president of the 222nd 
Street Block Asso-
ciation, NAACP Wil-
liamsbridge executive 
board, former presi-
dent of School Board 
11, former borough 
president appointee to 
the Community Edu-
cation Council 11 and 
former Community 
Board 12 member, just 
to name a few of her 
community commit-
ments.

Pamela, a Bronxite 
through and through 
was educated in NYC 
public schools, grad-
uated Murray Berg-
traum High School and 
received a Bachelor of 
Science degree from 
Pace University. Pa-
mela and her husband 
Keith, of 33 years,have 
three children and at-
tend Pilgrim Assem-
blies where they serve 
as Deacon and Deacon-
ess.

Pamela is 
affectionately 
known as the 
‘Scholarship 

Lady.

Zelideth Diaz-Hatch 
is a woman that faces 
each of her challeng-
ers head on and suc-
cessfully overcomes 
them all.

Her determination, 
perseverance and com-
mitment to excellence 
provided her the neces-
sary  fortitude to battle 
the obstacles her envi-
ronment threw at her.

Zelideth, the oldest 
of eleven children, mi-
grated with her grand-
mother to New York 
City from Puerto Rico 
at the age of nine,to 
join her mom and other 
family members.

By the age of 13, 
while attending I.S.84, 
she had her fi rst child, 
with another birth 
when she was 17. Dur-
ing this diffi cult pe-
riod Zelideth contin-
ued her education, 
attending Morris High 
School. She pushed her 
way through Hostos 
and Bronx community 

colleges, Mercy Col-
lege, where she earned 
a Bachelors in Psy-

chology and graduated 
Magna Cum Laude, 
and later added a Mas-

ters in Education from 
Lehman College.

She specializes in 
TESOL (Teaching 
English to Speakers 
of Other Languages). 
She is an educator, 
advocate for human 
rights, community 
and social activist, or-
ganizer, poet, motiva-
tional speaker and an 
advocate for domestic 
abuse victims, which 
she survived.

Refl ecting on her 
past she commented, 
“Your hardest times 
lead you to your great-
est moments,” adding 
“As a role model my 
mission has been to 
‘pay it forward.’”

She is committed to 
making a difference in 
the lives of Bronx chil-
dren. She is actively in-
volved with numerous 
community and civic 
organizations dealing 
with the needs of the 
communities.

She is a New York 

coordinator for 34 Mu-
jeres, a campaign to 
release Oscar Lopez 
Rivera, a Puerto Rican 
political prisoner. She 
has participated in the 
Bronx Puerto Rican 
Day Parade and was 
the 1st Senora Prin-
cess of the 2010 Bronx 
Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade Pageant.

The Parkchester 
resident is active in her 
home parish, St. Ray-
mond Church, where 
she isa Catechist.

Zelideth has devoted 
almost two decades to 
the 42nd Police Pre-

cinct as a Youth De-
velopment Crime Pre-
vention and Outreach 
Focus Group, the Spe-
cial Feeding Program 
for Elderly, National 
Puerto Rican Insti-
tute, Mid-Bronx Des-
perados and Women 
Against Violence Ev-
erywhere (WAVE)

Her work has been 
recognized by Council-
woman Melissa Mark-
Viverito, Councilman 
Joel Rivera and a Cer-
tifi cate of Merit from 
Assemblyman Luis 
Sepulveda for Domes-
tic Awareness..

Your hardest times lead 
you to your greatest 

moments. As a role model 
my mission has been to 

‘pay it forward.’
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THE BRONX CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
The Voice of Bronx Businesses 

1200 Waters Place, Suite 106, Bronx, NY 10461 
T: 718-828-3900 • F: 718-409-3748 • www.bronxchamber.org 

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
Salutes 

our Board member Gianna Dell’Olio 
and all the 2016 Bronx Influen�al Women. 

 
 

 
JOIN THE BRONX CHAMBER OF COMMERCE! 

 

�� Excellent way to network and meet poten�al new customers; 
�� Contribute directly to the work of the Bronx Chamber of Commerce; 
�� Interact with fellow Members to share ideas and common interests; 
�� Further the Chamber’s objec�ves for Bronx businesses and the borough 

through its promo�on, support and advocacy ini�a�ves. 

 
The 2017 Membership & Business Referral Directory will provide an alphabe�cal list 
of Bronx businesses and a list by category or product of service to expand your business 
and a�ract new customers. 

 
The Bronx Chamber of Commerce sponsors a wide range of programs and services to 
businesses ranging from large corpora�ons, cultural ins�tu�ons, universi�es and 
colleges, hospitals and medical centers and mid-sized to small companies. 

Salutes 
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GISELLE MELENDEZ SUSCA
Maintaining a delicate balance between work and family

A lot is going on 
in Giselle Melendez-
Susca’s life. The orga-
nization she has lov-
ingly given her sweat 
and blood to for over 30 
years is at a crossroad, 
while at the same time 
her own personal life 
is going through a 
transition.

“When my mom 
passed away recently 
it took a big toll on 
me,” she said.

She had committed 
herself to the Kings-
bridge Heights Com-
munity Center, which 
works with families 
from early childhood 
to senior citizen, for 
the past three decades, 
where there were 
many demands, but at 
a cost - she didn’t spend 
enough time with her 
family.

“You need to set a 
balance between work 
and family. I’m not get-
ting any younger,” she 
said. “My career be-

came a 7-day a week 
job. I was always 
thinking about it, but 
that’s not healthy...for 
me, the agency or my 
family.”

During Giselle’s ten-
ure the not for profi t 
organization went 
from a $550,000 budget 
to $10 million.

She started as an 
associate executive 
director in Fiscal and 
Contract Manage-
ment. Besides rein-
ing in the fi scal ele-
ments of the agency 
she oversaw the de-
velopment of the web-
site, was successful in 
the funding and con-
struction of a facility 
for Early Headstart 
through the Offi ce of 
Health and Human 
Services and demon-
strated an ability to 
engage elected offi -
cials on behalf of the 
organization.

In 2010 her strong 
multi-tasking manage-

ment skills working 
across all the depart-
ments earned her the 
executive director’s ti-
tle. By this time the or-
ganization had swelled 
to fi ve sites, mostly in 
the Fordham area and 
170 staff.

She developed two 
fundraising events 
per year that yielded 
around $200,000, ne-
gotiated real estate 
leases at reasonable 
costs, restructured 
the youth department 
to improve opportuni-
ties for disadvantaged 
youth, managed all 
federal, state, and city 
contracts, as well as 
foundation grants and 
oversaw the strategic 
planning process.

“The organization 
is literally at a cross-
road. It needs to enter 
the 21st century and 
expand its board to at 
least 22 members,” she 
said of the KHCC’s im-
pending challenges.

The future of the or-
ganization is in good 

hands she feels. “The 
staff is very loyal and 

determined. There’s a  
wonderful team that 
believes in the orga-
nization’s vision,” she 
said.

“You have to do 
what’s in your heart 
and now I need to re-
invent myself,” Giselle 
said.

She plans to move to 
Texas soon to join her 
family that relocated 
there eight years ago. 
The ‘Jack-of-all-trades’ 
is getting her South 
Salem house ready to 
rent.

“I’ll start on re-til-
ing the bathroom and 
then replace the win-
dows,” she said.

Giselle enjoys com-
petitive orchid hor-
ticulture, breeding 
Yorkies and arts and 
crafts.

She has a Bach-
elor’s in Psychology 
from Fordham Uni-
versity and a Graduate 
degree in Psychology 
from NYU.
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www.royalregencyhotelny.com
hello@royalregencyhotelny.com / 914  476  6

165 Tuckahoe Road, Yonkers, NY 10710
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CHRYS NAPOLITANO
Shares her recipes for using the freshest, ripest produce

Bronx County is the 
least healthiest county 
in New York State, but 
one Bronxite has made 
it her mission to re-
verse this disappoint-
ing trend.

Chrys Napolitano, a 
Locust Point resident 
is fostering a climate 
that encourages Bronx 
cooks to incorporate 
fresher fruits and veg-
etables into our daily 
meals.

While growing up 
in a family that owned 
one of the city’s most 
noted restaurants, Pat-
sy’s on First Avenue 
and E. 115th Street, she 
learned at an early age 
how important it was 
to prepare dishes with 
the ripest produce.      

The family would 
gather at the popular 
restaurant every Sun-
day to  enjoy a meal 
that included only in-
season, locally grown 
ingredients, Chrys re-
calls.

Her ‘eat well’ phi-
losophy was bolstered 
when she visited Italy 
in 1992. “That’s when 

I really started to un-
derstand the impor-
tance of cooking with 
seasonal produce. You 

couldn’t beat the de-
licious fl avor locally-
grown products added 
to the eating experi-
ence,” she said.

In 2005 she joined a 
Community Supported 
Agriculture, usually 
referred to as a CSA, 
in City Island.

Over a 24-week 
growing season resi-
dents purchased a full 
or half share of fresh 
produce from an up-
state farm. The share 
costs $540 and each 
CSA fed approximately 
50 families.

In 2012, due to 
Chrys’ determination, 
a CSA was started in 
Locust Point.

She is the author 
of a bi-weekly col-
umn in the Bronx 
Times called ‘Food For 
Thought’ in which she 
shares tips on how to 
store produce to pre-
serve its fl avor, which 
CSA products need to 
be consumed fi rst and 

which can be frozen 
for later use. She also 
shares her many reci-
pes with the reader.

She shares her ex-
pertise with other gar-
deners on the advan-
tages of composting 
and the value of col-
lecting rain water to 
irrigate the garden.

Chrys moved back 
to her childhood home 
to help her mom after 
her father’s passing in 
2001, where she cur-
rently resides with her 

husband and two shel-
ter dogs she adopted 
from New Beginnings 
Animal Rescue, a no-
kill shelter.

She attended St. 
Frances de Chan-
tel and Preston High 
School. After graduat-
ing Fashion Institute 
of Technology she pur-
sued a career in cos-
metics marketing, or-
ganized fashion shows 
for Terry Ellis and 
worked for an interior 
designer.

She is the author of a bi-weekly 
column in the Bronx Times called 
‘Food for Thought’ in which she 

shares tips on how to store 
produce to preserve its fl avor, 
which CSA products need to be 

consumed fi rst and which can be 
frozen for later use.

James E. McQuade, Owner

Family Owned & Operated
for over 50 years
3535 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-792-0270
www.schuylerhill.com

Congratulations
Congratulations

To All The Honorees Of The

25 Bronx Influential
Women of 2016
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NICOLE PERRINO
Website connects young families with fun activities

In 2008, shortly af-
ter becoming a new 
mom, Nicole Perrino 
created a personal blog 
that has evolved into a 
resource website.

Bronx Mama re-
ceives about 20,000 vis-
its per month, featur-
ing items that appeal 
to Bronx moms and 
covers many topics of 
interest.

Nicole moved from 
Queens to the Bronx 
10 years ago when she 
married. When she 
stated her family she 
sought out activities 
for her daughter Bri-
ana, 10, to keep her 
busy. Now Briana and 
her younger sister Gia, 
4, have every activ-
ity at their fi ngertips 
thanks to the website.

On a typical week-
end the site offers de-
tailed info on every-
thing that’s going on 
in the borough.

For instance, on 
the weekend of Satur-

day, June 18 to Sunday, 
June 19 families vis-
iting Bronx Mama’s 
site had about a dozen 
activities to choose 
from: Fish Parade in 
Hunts Point, Turtle 
Cove Golf and Batting 
Cage, pony rides in 
Van Courtland Park, 
canoeing on the Bronx 
River with Rocking the 
Boat, Confetti Paint 
art experience, an old-
fashion 1864 ball game 
at Bartow-Pell Mu-
seum Mansion, Villa-
lobos and Gizel Xanath 
dance at the New York 
Botanical Garden, 
Wave Hill Family Art 
Day, a Family Fitness 
Festival at Williams-
bridge Oval and a cel-
ebration of the longest 
day of the year at the 
New Roots Commu-
nity Farm in Hunts 
Point.

The website also 
invites users to share 
their useful tidbits of 
information. Recently 

there were 11 post-
ings that shared pro-
grams geared towards 
children and services. 
There was a babysit-
ting service offered in 
the south Bronx, advi-
sories on the Riverdale 
Children’s Theater and 
Mind Builders Cre-
ative Arts, and a notice 
about another blogger 
offering a list of play-
groups and meet-ups.

Perrino’s site fea-
tures categories that 
deal with parenting is-
sues, the arts, lifestyle, 
food and travel.

She has a team of 
devoted contributors 
that make sure the site 
doesn’t overlook any-
thing.

“Besides children’s 
activities the site also 
identifi es local get-
aways. We’ve spon-
sored trips to the Mys-
tic Aquarium in CT, 
weekends in the Poco-
nos and kid-friendly 
trips to Atlantic City 

and Foxwoods,” she 
explained.

“Right now parents 

are looking for sum-
mer camps. We list the 
various camps and ask 

our viewers to com-
ment on them,” Nicole 
said.

MID-BRONX SENIOR CITIZENS COUNCIL INC.
900 GRAND CONCOURSE

BRONX NY 10451
P: 718 588-8200 F:718 681-3824

Youth & Family Services, Early Learning Educational Services, 
Meals on Wheels & Transportation, Housing for Elderly, 

Low & Moderate Income Housing, 
Social Services

CONGRATULATES
Honorees

25 Bronx Influential 
Women 2016 

& Bronx Times
 7th Annual Role Model Recognition

“SERVING THE COMMUNITY IN MANY WAYS”

Jeanette Puryear
Executive Director

Dennis L. Terry
Board Chairperson

Congratulations to
All The Women Honored By

The Bronx Times

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Congressman
Joseph Crowley

Paid for and authorized by Crowley for Congress

2016
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CATHY PRAINO
Remembering those that served with unlimited love and dedication

Though thousands 
of miles apart, our 
troops overseas are 
very familiar with 
Counrty Club’s  Cathy 
‘Aunt Cathy’ Praino.

For years everyone’ 
favorite aunt has been 
shipping packages of 
goodies to soldiers sta-
tioned in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

“The soldiers are 
happy to know that 
while they toil in the 
desert’s 130 degree tem-
peratures that some-
one home is thinking 
about them,” she said.

Her involvement 
with the troops began 
as the result of her 
family’s own tragic 
loss in 2004. “My sis-
ter-in-law’s nephew, 
Christian Engeldrum, 
was killed in Iraq 
while completing his 
third tour,” she ex-
plained. The Desert 
Storm casualty was 
only 39-years-old and 
left behind a wife and 

children. The NYC 
fi refi ghter was sta-
tioned in the Co-op 
City fi rehouse where 

there is plaque dedi-
cated to his bravery.

The Theodore Ko-
rony American Le-

gion Post in Throggs 
Neck teamed up with 
Aunt Cathy to prepare 
hundreds of packages 
for the troops. Even 
though the post offi ce 
only charges a fl at rate 
of $16.75 per package, 
when you send these 
packages en masse the 
shipping costs become 
prohibitive.

To offset the post-
age Cathy and the post 
conduct several fund-
raisers each year, in-
cluding the very popu-
lar Bingo event at the 
Sam Young American 
Legion Post, which is 
in its 10th year.

Items are collected 
for both male and fe-
male members of the 
service. Cathy, a cou-
pon clipper, takes 
them to the local drug 
stores where the man-
agers allow her to 
purchase unlimited 
goods at the coupon’s 
discounted price.

“We send Yankee 

caps and shirts, shav-
ers, hand lotion and 
greeting cards they 
can use to send home 
to their loved one. 
The women also get 
nail polish and Nivea 
creams and lotions.

The most anticipated 
item when its available 
is Girl Scout Cookies 
she said. She even gets 
the students from P.S. 
304 to donate their Hal-
loween candy to our 
brave men and women.

When her mom got 
sick in 1981 she turned 
to the Sisters Servants 
of Mary. They came to 
her house every night 
for a month to care 
and pray for her mom 
at no charge.

“They would wash 
her, cut her toenails - 
they brought my fam-
ily comfort - you’re 
never ready for a loved 
one’s passing,” Cathy 
said.

Since then she 
has never forgotten 

the Sister’s generous 
spirit. She runs the 
Sister’s annual cake 
sales and garage sales 
and volunteers at the 
Orders’ yearly lun-
cheon.

Cathy was born in 
the Bronx, attended 
local schools and 
worked for the New 
York Foundling Hos-
pital from 1960 to 1978. 
She retired from the 
NYC parks Depart-
ment in 2008 after a 
career as an enforce-
ment offi cer on Ran-
dall’s Island.

Her energy is 
boundless. She is al-
ready eyeing her next 
project. She hopes to 
transform a shabby-
looking Country Club 
traffi c island named 
after Councilwioman 
Aileen Ryan into a 
memorial to recognize 
all community mem-
bers that perished in 
every war protecting 
our freedom.
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JOYCE A. RIVERA
Fostered an unorthodox approach to contain the AIDS epidemic

Joyce A. Rivera 
founded the St. Ann’s 
Corner for Harm 
Reduction at 886 
Westchester Ave-
nue in Mott Haven in 
1990. Elected offi cials 
frowned at her unorth-
odox approach to deal-
ing with the AIDS epi-
demic at fi rst.

SACRH is a grass 
roots organization 
committed to the devel-
opment and strength-
ening of vulnerable 
communities.

Inside its offi ces 
the program offers 
the drug users social 
and medical services, 
meals, showers and a 
place to unwind. But 
outside on the street 
her group distributes 
clean syringes, para-
phernalia and con-
doms. Today it also 
provides naloxone, 
a drug that reverses 
the effects of an opioid 
overdose.

She began the nee-

dle exchange pro-
gram shortly after her 
brother died of AIDS. 
She quickly set out to 
educate the drug us-
ers on how dirty nee-
dles and unprotected 
sex spread the deadly 
AIDS virus.

Today her methods 
are viewed as part of a 
practical public health 
strategy that helps the 
addict while prevent-
ing the spread of the 
disease.

Harm reduction 
programs, including 
syringe exchanges, 
are not only the most 
cost effective interven-
tion for preventing the 

spread of HIV, but they 
are also on the front-
lines in confronting 
the emerging heroin 
epidemic.

Rivera has been op-
erating SACHR in the 
south Bronx where its 
ground zero for HIV, 
HCV and overdoses.    
Her organization has 
been providing life-
stablizing prevention 
services to New York-
ers for 26 years, 

“Our program is 
a lifeline for people 
who use drugs ...we 
are a bridge to care for 
homeless New York-
ers. In fact we provide 
outreach at the home-
less encampment the 
mayor dubbed ‘The 
Hole,’” she was quoted 
in a recent op-ed.

SACHR services are 
free and no health in-
surance is needed. To 
make that happen the 
organization exists on 
tax-deductible dona-
tions and grants.

Our 
program 

is a lifeline.

Joyce has an ABD 
in Public Policy and 
an Masters in Com-
parative Politics from 
CUNY, a BS in Health 
Care Administrative/
Planning from Leh-
man College and an Ex-
ecutive Management 
Certifi cate Program 
from the New School.

She is an Antropol-
ogy/Sociology adjunct 
professor at John Jay 
College of Criminal 
Justice.

Her work has been 
recognized by the 
AIDS Institute in 2015 
and the NYS Depart-
ment of Health in 1993. 
She received the Fu-
erza Award from the 
Latino Commission on 
AIDS in 1997, the Rob-
ert C. Randall Award 
for Achievement in 
Citizen Action, Drug 
Policy in 1996 as well 
as the 1199 Health Care 
and Hospital Work-
ers Union’s Academic 
Merit Scholarship.
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OLGA LUZ TIRADO
Rebranding the Bronx’ rich history, cultural institutions

In June 2012 Olga 
Luz Tirado was named 
the executive director 
of The Bronx Tour-
ism Board, a division 
of the Bronx Overall 
Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. In 
that capacity she has 
rebranded the Bronx’ 
rich history, institu-
tions and cultural 
diversity to a local, 
national and interna-
tional audience.

She has spear-
headed a successful 
campaign to increase 
the borough’s exposure 
to travel guides, media 
and among tour opera-
tors utilizing a variety 
of marketing channels, 
including aggressive 
public relations out-
reach, familiarization 
tours, digital content 
development and social 
media.

As a result of her 
teams’ efforts tourism 
in the Bronx has in-
creased 14%.

Olga, a Riverdale 
resident, founded LT-
Communications, a 
special events adver-
tising agency 20 years 
before coming to the 
Bronx Tourism Coun-

cil. Her clients in-
cluded Goya Foods, 
IBM, The Center for 
Disease Control and 
NYS Department of 
Health, to name a few.

“I got here at the 

right time. Interest in 
the Bronx was build-
ing momentum,” she 
said.

The Bronx Tour-
ism Council promotes 
Bronx Week, Bronx 
Gala, Bronx Week Hall 
of Fame inductions, 
Bronx Salsa Fest, Sa-
vor the Bronx Restau-
rant Week and Tour de 
Bronx.

The New York In-
ternational Salsa Con-
gress will be partici-
pating in the August 
celebration this year.

Under Olga’s lead-
ership the council has 
added some new trol-
ley tours including the 
Brewery and Distill-
ery Tour and the Man-
sions and Cottages 
Tour.

The Distillery Tour 
includes a Passport 
Program which enti-
tles the participants to 
get a free pint of brew 
at select restaurants.

This year is the 20th 

ANDREA SIEGEL
A textbook examble of volunteerism with the proper motive

Andrea Siegel is a 
rare activist. She is 
deeply immersed in 
every aspect of her 
community, but has no 
grandiose ambitions 
nor political aspira-
tions.

She helped form 
the Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Associ-
ation 15 years ago with 
Edith Blitzer and con-
tinues to play a strate-
gic role  in the quality 
of life in the Pelham 
Parkway area.

Andrea, a gradu-
ate of Lehman College, 
was a credit and collec-
tions specialist with 
a Manhattan fi rm for 
many years until she 
stopped work to take 
care of her ailing dad.

The Pelham Park-
way Neighborhood 
Association has been 
very successful in ad-
dressing the commu-
nity’s needs.

The group was in-
strumental in obtain-

ing improved street 
lighting on Lydig Av-
enue, pushed for a P.S. 
105 annex to relieve the 
school’s overcrowd-
ing, halted BBQing 
in Bronx Park East, 
led the beautifi cation 
of the Pelham Park-
way mall and received 
approval from NYC 
Parks to construct two 
dog runs behind the 
park house off Bronx 
Park East.

Andrea is the Fe-
male District Leader 
for the 80th Assembly 
District for the Demo-
cratic Party and is a 
member of the Liberty 
Democratic Associa-
tion.

She been involved 
in local politics for 
decades. She credits 
Senator Jeff Klein’s 
mother Madeline 
Klein, a former district 
leader, with giving her 
the start.

She also a member 
of Community Board 

11, the age-friendly 
Neighborhood Initia-
tives Advisory Board, 

Bronx Women United, 
National Council of 
Jewish Women, the 

49th Precinct Commu-
nity Council and the 
Albanian-American 

Open Hand Society.
The Open Hand So-

ciety recently part-
nered with other Al-
b a n i a n - A m e r i c a n 
organizations to send 
aid to Albanians whose 
possessions were de-
stroyed in the wake of 
heavy rains.

“These people were 
in desperate circum-
stances”, she said.

This not the fi rst 
time the PPNA and 
the Open Hand Asso-
ciation collaborated to 
provide aid. They re-
cently sent 125 boxes 
with at least 4,000 
pounds of clothing to 
Bosnia after a similar 
catastrophe.

If Andrea had one 
wish it would be to end 
apathy.

“People are still 
very apathetic towards 
their community. We 
need to get the young 
people involved. We all 
have to give back,” she 
said.

anniversary of the 
Bronx Walk of Fame 
and something excit-
ing is in the works to 
attract tourists Olga 
said.

The recent addi-
tions of two hotels has 
bolstered Bronx tour-
ism. The revival Bronx 
Opera House and the 
Marriott Residence 
Inn are popular with 
visitors. The Marriott 
has been operating 
at a very impressive 
90% occupancy since 
it opened.

The vast majority of 
the tourists are from 
Germany and The 
Netherlands she indi-
cated.

Olga had a map 
added to the 2015 ver-
sion of the Visitor’s 
Guide that is distrib-
uted to concierges 
throughout the city. 
It is also available on 
line.

Her honors include 
the Skyline Commu-

nity Award, NYNEX, 
Latino JSEC and 100 
Hispanic Women lead-
ership in business 
awards, the governor’s 
1999 WBE  Excellence 
Award, the 2005 YMCA 
Business Women of the 
Year Award along with 
many, many more.

She is chair of the 
Bronx Community 
College Foundation 
board and serves on 
the board of directors 
for Calvary Hospital.

In her spare time 
she’s a world traveller, 
a poet and a amateur 
photographer.

One of her favorite 
places in the Bronx 
is the Hall of Fame 
on the Bronx Com-
munity College Cam-
pus. In‘10 Things You 
Didn’t Know About the 
Bronx’, which she au-
thored, she pointed out 
that the hall of fame 
is referred to in the 
movie classic Wizard 
of Oz.
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FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
June 27th 11am- 3:30pm
June 29th 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  
June 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   

MARJORIE VELASQUEZ-LYNCH
Totally immersed in the Democratic political campaign process

Serving as 82nd 
Assembly Female Dis-
trict Leader, Marjorie 
Velasquez-Lynch al-
ways had a desire to 
learn and help others.

Her parents taught 
her from an early age 
to always ask ques-
tions and how to use 
numbers. Velasquez-
Lynch attended P.S. 
106 and St. Catharine 
Academy before fur-
ther her education at 
New York University 
Stern School of Busi-
ness.

In 2004, she earned 
her bachelor’s degree 
in accounting and fi -
nance with a minor 
in real estate. After 
college, Velasquez-
Lynch worked at a 
Bronx real estate fi rm 
specializing in low-in-
come housing.

She moved to 
Throggs Neck ten 
years ago and she met 
her husband, Jeffrey 
Lynch who served as 

former district leader 
and Councilman 
James Vacca’s chief of 
staff.

Knowing his wife 
fascination with the 
campaigning process, 
Lynch had her attend 
several campaign 
events which further 
inspired her career 
path.

Velasquez-Lynch’s 
impressive resume 
includes serving as 
Councilman Ritchie 
Torres’ treasurer dur-
ing his 2013 election, 
co-founding Bronx 
Women’s United and 
treasurer of the Lib-
erty Democratic 
Club.

She was elected as 
82nd Assembly Fe-
male District Leader 
for the Chippewa Dem-
ocratic Club in 2014. 
Velasquez- Lynch 
works with her fellow 
board members to or-
ganize the club’s an-
nual dinner dances as 

well as present ideas 
on how they can help 
the community.

     These ideas in-
clude hosting iden-
tity theft prevention 
workshops and chal-
lenging water meter 
charges in the local 
area.

     In light of the 
horrifi c Sunday, June 
12 mass shooting 
in Orlando, Florida 
which left 49 people 
dead and more than 
50 wounded, she con-
tacted council mem-
bers Vacca and Tor-
res to create an event 
to help the families 
and LGTBQ commu-
nity heal.

Her determination 
resulted in a candle-
light vigil held on 
Wednesday, June 15 
outside the Bronx 
County Building 
hosted by Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr., Vacca, Torres and 
LGBTQ leaders.   

Congratulations 

Jessica Zufall 
on being named one of the 

25 most influential women in the Bronx. 
We are all so proud and honored to work with 

someone so committed to our mission. 

Love, 
The Special Citizens 

Futures Unlimited Staff
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TIFFANY WARREN
Advancing the prospects for minorities, veterans and LGBT members

JESSICA ZUFALL
A pioneer in the not-for-profi t sector for the vulnerable

A Claremont women 
is making the borough 
proud as an advertis-
ing executive promot-
ing diversity in her in-
dustry.

Tiffany Warren 
seeks to advance the 
prospects of people of 
color, as well as veter-
ans and the LGBT com-
munity, in the adver-
tising industry. She is 
the chief diversity of-
fi cer and a senior vice 
president at Omnicom 
Group, a large market-
ing and advertising 
group based in Man-
hattan.

She has lived in the 
southern part of the 
Bronx since 2004. She 
said she moved there 
because it reminded 
her more of the family-
oriented community 
she remembers from 
her days growing up 
in Boston, MA.

“It’s refuge from 
the city,” said Warren, 
adding “I wanted to 

be in an environment 
that was more family 
like than city like.”

Warren has men-
tored over 130 people 
over the course of her 
advertising career, 
and she continues to 
take on a few new men-
tees every couple of 
years in addition to 
her position at Omni-
com. She attributes 
this to the fact that she 
had excellent mentors 
of her own, she said.

At Omnicom, where 

she has been for the 
past six and a half 
years, she matches 
people of color with op-
portunities within the 
sprawling company.

“We oversee 1700 
companies, we have 
74,000 employees and so 
it is exciting to match 
someone who has the 
right skill set, talent 
and capability with 
an opportunity in my 
organizati on,” she said.

Matching the right 
person with the right 

position never gets old, 
she said.

Before her current 
position, she had a 
similar one promot-
ing diversity at Arnold 
Worldwide, an adver-
tising company located 
in Boston.

She has also started 
her own non-profi t, 
ADCOLOR, to help mi-
norities and people of 
color be successful in 
the advertising busi-
nesses.

She attributes her 
commitment to diver-
sity to her being the 
benefi ciary of many in-
clusionary programs 
and efforts, starting 
with Head Start when 
she was a child and 
moving onto The Win-
sor School and Bentley 
University, which she 
attended on a diversity 
scholarship.

She is a proud for-
mer girl scout and has 
been named a 2015 
Woman of Distinction 

We oversee 1,700 companies, 
we have 74,000 employees 

and so it is exciting to match 
someone who has the right 

skill set, talent and capability 
with an opportunity in my 

organization.

by the Girl Scouts of 
Greater New York.

She sits on the 
board of directors of 
the Bronx-based The 
Ghetto Film School, as 

well as national boards 
like Glaad, which 
seeks to shape the me-
dia narrative on gay, 
lesbian, bi-sexual and 
transgender people.

Jessica Zufall has 
been a pioneer in the 
non profi t sector sup-
porting vulnerable 
populations for over 20 
years.

Currently she is the 
executive director for 
Special Citizens Fu-
tures Unlimited, Inc 
which supports chil-
dren and adults with 
Autism Spectrum 
Disorders. Operating 
with a $15 million bud-
get, the agency runs 
about 20 group homes, 
mostly in Riverdale. 
The SCFU is in the 
process of establish-
ing its newest home on 
Crosby Avenue in Pel-
ham Bay.

“The agency re-
ceives fi ve calls a day 
from families that 
need housing for their 
autistic child. If we 
were to fulfi ll all the 
needs in this popula-
tion we would need 
thousands of homes,” 
she said.

Jessica has worked 

in various capacities 
as a rape and sexual 
assault care direc-
tor in Trenton NJ, a 
drug and alcohol pre-
vention director, also 
in Trenton, a domes-
tic violence treatment 
director and was the 
vice president of Na-
tional Development 
and Public Relations 
for a Princeton-based 
national nonprofi t.

In 2007, she founded 
the iMatter Surf Camp 
for Children with Au-
tism, now known as 
the Kristen Bednar 
Memorial Surf Camp 
for Children with Au-
tism. The Long Island 
native and a slew of 
volunteers most re-
cently took 175 fami-
lies to West Hampton. 
The children and their 
families surf in tan-
dem with an instruc-
tor.

“The families pre-
pare all year for this 
day. It is totally dona-

tion driven. The kids 
get to surf from 9 to 3. 
They are having such 
a great time we have 
to drag them out of the 
water,” she said.

The event is named 
after her friend that 
started the camp with 
her ten years ago.

In 2008 she was ap-
pointed to the Gov-
ernor’s Council for 
Medical Research and 
Treatment of Autism. 
The Council’s initia-
tives are funded by a 
dollar surcharge from 
motor vehicle viola-
tions and fi nes.

Jessica established 
a 5K run that takes 
place simultaneously 
in 25 cities across ten 
states each year that 
raises $300,000 annu-
ally to develop new 
programming.

The New Jersey 
Business Journal rec-
ognized Jessica with 
the Top Forty Under 
Forty Award in 2009. 
In 2015 she was given 
Continental Who’s 
Who Pinnacle Profes-
sional Award.

She holds member-
ships with the National 
Association of Profes-
sional Women and the 
National Grants Man-
agement Association. 
She holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in Sociology and 
Women’s Studies, Mas-
ter of Science in Addic-
tion Psychology and a 
doctorate in Organiza-
tional Psychology.

Jessica has an 
11-year-old son and a 
10-year-old daughter.

She is the 
executive 
director 

for Special 
Citizens Futures 
Unlimited, Inc.
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“My husband, Dr. Vincent Pacella, worked his entire career in Brooklyn – caring for his patients with 
exceptional compassion and warmth. This was the place he loved the most. So it was only fitting that he 
spend the final days of his life with your remarkable staff at Calvary Hospital in Brooklyn. We knew that 
this was the only place that could repay him with all the love he deserved. The moment he arrived, you 
relieved his anguish and pain. There was an instant calmness and warmth that we all felt. And you took 
care of every detail – keeping him free of pain and comfortable. You even provided a special bed for my 
six-foot-six Vinny. Being devout Catholics, your priests embraced our faith and never let go of our hands 
throughout his final journey, surrounding us with peace and comfort. We had heard about Calvary from 
our doctor friends, but never imagined how special your staff of angels really are.”

– Dorothy Pacella

1740 Eastchester Road, Bronx NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Brooklyn Satellite at NYU Lutheran • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)  
The Dawn Greene Hospice at Mary Manning Walsh Home in Manhattan 

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances)

“After caring for his patients his entire life,
all the kindness was returned to my husband 

at the very end…at Calvary.”

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

Distinguished Homes & Properties
Phone: 718-684-1411 Cell: 917-957-6800

3602 E Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

600 Clarence Avenue
Beautiful Two Bedroom One Bath Waterfront Condominium. Owner 
Converted It Into An Open One Bedroom Unit. It Features Central 
Air, A Sunny Terrace, Hardwood Floors, Granite Countertops , 
Custom Lighting And Stainless Steel Appliances. This Unit Has Two 
Parking Spots And A 35 Ft. Boat Slip. Sunny Exposure All Day Long. 
Monthly Maintenance 612/ Yearly Taxes 1200/ 5 Years Left On A 
Fifteen Year Tax Abatement.

$445,888

Offi ce/Retail Space - Tremont 
Avenue - great foot, car and bus 
traffi cStarting at $800/Month

COMMERCIAL SPACE
Shared offi ce space on 
East Tremont Ave.  Luxury 
Space with room for 3 
Desks for $1500/month.

Home Of The

2014

50% OFF
First Color Service

CHUCHI from Le Cache
moved here

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Private offi ce available on East 
Tremont Ave for $1000/month.

APARTMENTS WANTED

VACATION

1 week in Beautiful Block 
Island, RI.  1 bedroom 
condo unit for the week 
Aug 20 - Aug 27. $1800 
negotiable.
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Esad Rizai (1st on r), Albanian American Society Foundation founder and president; Aleksander Nilaj (2nd on r), 
Albanian American Open Hand Foundation president and Hajdin Alijaj (3rd on r) celebrated with members of 
the Albanian American Society Foundation. 
 Photo by Jehovy Santiago

Edith Blitzer (l), Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association founder and 
Andrea Seigel, Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association president, 
had a great time at the humanitarian fundraiser. 
 Photo by Jehovy Santiago

The Albanian American Open Hand Association hosted a humanitarian fundraiser to provide aid to a family in Kosovan on Friday, June 3 at the Eastwood Manor. Local elected offi cials and 
community leaders joined the association in helping Kosovan war veteran, Veli Morina and his family by raising funds to construct a house that meets their basic needs. If interested in 
helping Morina’s family, visit the association’s Go Fund Me page at www.gofundme.com/7das6bzg.

OPEN HAND AIDES KORSOVAR FAMILY

In honor of its 185th anniversary, the New York Institute for Special Education held its annual open house on Saturday, June 4 offering the public a rare opportunity to learn about its 
legacy as one of the nation’s oldest and most respected schools providing specialized services for children with disabilities. The event featured family fun activities, a student art show, 
campus and museum tours and sports demonstrations. 

NYISE’S CELEBRATES 185TH OPEN HOUSE

A Schermerhorn Program student sculptured a commemorative cake. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

School New York Yankee museum archivist John Hernandez (l) and New York Yankees historian 
Tony Morante had a great time at NYISE’s open house. Photo by Laura Stone

P.S. 205 students from two third grade classes, 
a special needs class and an English as a Sec-
ond language class, brought the audience to 
their feet with their production of ‘The Lion 
King, Jr.’ on Tuesday, June 7. P.S. 205 and 
Young Audiences New York worked together 
on a six-month program to made the show a 
roaring success.

P.S. 205’S PERFORMS
THE LION KING, JR.

P.S. 205 students gave a performance worthy 
of a ‘Lion King’ at their school. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto
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904 Morris Park Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10469

(718) 597-9869

andreasdancestudio.com

Andrea’s 
Dance

Studio

There is still time 

to Register 

for our 

Summer Performing Arts 

Day Camp 

& Nightly Summer 

Intensives.

July 11th - August 11th

Call to Inquire about Pricing

EARLY REGISTRATION 
FOR FALL IS NOW OPEN 

$15  
We will be having 

Auditions August 16th 
for our Regional & 

National Award winning 
Competition Teams

Tap/Jazz/Lyrical Company

Hip Hop Company

Acro Company

Offers:

Ages:

#1 Studio in the Bronx for over 55 Years!

SEE BELOW
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New York Plumbing Wholesale and Supply celebrated the grand opening of its Bronx fl ag-
ship store at 595 Bruckner Boulevard on Thursday, June 9.

NY PLUMBING WHOLESALE OPENS NEW LOCATION

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s Phil Cardone (l), grants and events director and Nunzio 
Del Greco (3rd from r), president, welcomed New York Plumbing and Supply’s (l-r) Jean Price, 
Human Resources director; Sean O’Conner, owner/partner; Dereck Price, owner/president; 
Brendan Felician and Jeffrey Israel, CFO, to the Bronx. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co (Above) Children expressed their creativity by making vibrant handmade bracelets and 

necklaces. Photo courtesy of Romeo Davis

The fi rst annual ‘One Love Chess’ social event brought together members of the community 
and law enforcement on Saturday, June 4 for a fun-fi lled day at the Eastchester Gardens 
Community Center. Councilman Andy King, 47th and 49th Precinct police and the Young Kings 
and Queens Club joined residents for fun activities including chess and arts and crafts.

‘ONE LOVE CHESS’ UNITES COMMUNITIES

The Random Farms Kids’ Theater Group’s performance helped brighten the patients’ spirits.
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

The Random Farms Kids’ Theater gave a special performance for patients at the Children’s 
Hospital at Montefi ore on Tuesday, June 7. Nineteen second through 8th graders from Elms-
ford-based Random Farms Kids’ Theater performed upbeat Broadway songs including ‘Put 
on a Happy Face’ as part of their Kids for a Cause Spring Program.

THEATER GROUP PERFORMS AT CHAM

Senator Jeff Klein, Congressman Eliot Engel, Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and Council-
man Andrew Cohen, hosted chart topping 1970s pop/rock band, Orleans at Riverfest on Sun-
day, June 5 at the College of Mount St. Vincent. This year’s bash, produced by Kingsbridge 
Riverdale Van Cortlandt Development Corporation,  Orleans’ greatest hits including ‘Still the 
One’, ‘Dance With Me’ and ‘Love Takes Time’.

ORLEANS PLAYS SENATOR KLEIN’S RIVERFEST

Senator Klein (back, 3rd on l) joined area residents in celebrating this year’s Riverfest. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce
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Together, We Can

After the hospital, I was worried that I 
wouldn’t be able to live in my own 

apartment anymore. Then I met Alison,
my ArchCare Community Life 

Care Manager. 

  Leonza B.,
Manhattan

To find out how an ArchCare Care Manager like Alison can help you or 

someone you care about stay healthy and safe at home, 

call and speak with an ArchCare Care Navigator today at

855-951-CARE (TTY/TDD: 711),

8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week | www.archcare.org

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care | 
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice
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Borough President Diaz personally met and spoke with many R.A.I.N. seniors during his visit.
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. met with seniors residing at the Regional Aid for Interim 
Needs (R.A.I.N.) Gun Hill Neighborhood Center on Wednesday, June 8.

BP DIAZ VISITS R.A.I.N. SENIORS

(Above) (l-r) Laura Guerriero, Bronx Times Reporter publisher; Evelyn DeStefano, accepting 
award for Ira Schulman; Stefany Navarro, Bronx YMCA Youth and Family director; Lisa Neal, 
Bronx YMCA YAS and Day Camp assistant director and  Sharlene Brown, Bronx YMCA execu-
tive director. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Bronx YMCA awarded a exemplary community leaders during its Barnes and Noble Book 
Fair held on Monday, June 6 at Barnes and Noble Booksellers in the Bay Plaza Shopping Mall. 
Laura Guerriero, Bronx Times Reporter publisher; Lisa Neal, Bronx YMCA YAS and Day Camp 
assistant director and Ira Schulman, P.S. 14 principal were honored for their continued sup-
port of the Bronx YMCA.

BRONX Y’S BARNES & NOBLE BOOK FAIR

Councilman Vacca (c) and Bronx Parks Commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa (1st on r) with 
community members. Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s Offi ce

Councilman James Vacca attended a scope meeting for the fi tness equipment he funded for 
Colucci Park on Monday, June 6. The presentation was given by the Parks department for 
Pelham Bay community members.

VACCA ATTENDS PARKS SCOPE MEETING

Co-op City youth graduating from pre-k and 
kindergarten were honored by Councilman 
Andy King and the Riverbay Corporation at 
a special program on Saturday, June 11 at 
Dreiser Loop Auditorium.

KING HONORS PRE-K,
 KINDERGARTEN GRADS

Councilman King awarded certifi cates of 
achievement to the dedicated graduates. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

In honor of June’s Natural Safety Month, the Bronx YMCA hosted its ‘Get-in-Gear Street Fair’ on 
Saturday, June 11 in front of its Castle Hill Avenue facility. The family-friendly event featured 
bounce houses; arts and crafts; bike riding; face painting; Cize, Zumba, Tae Kwon Do, Silver 
Sneakers and Spin demonstrations and smoothies, juices and vegan cuisine sampling.

BRONX Y’S ‘GET-IN-GEAR’ STREET FAIR

Chris Calagna (r), from the Bronx YMCA, 
showed Jeremiah Taveras some boxing 
moves. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Karen Bonizio from Metro-Optics met a Min-
ion at the street fair. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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Dozens of local elected offi cials, community leaders and residents joined in celebrating the grand opening of recently elected Councilman Rafael Salamanca’s district offi ce at 1070 
Souther Boulevard. The event was a homecoming of sorts for the councilman whose mother worked in the same building at one time and where he himself worked as a San Juan Clinic 
secretary and assistant health care administrator. The district offi ce is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.   

COUNCILMAN RAFAEL SALAMANCA’S DISTRICT OFFICE OPENS

Councilman Salamanca (front, c) was joined by many elected offi cials and constituents at an exciting ribbon-cutting ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Van Nest Little League commemorated its 
60th anniversary with a prestigious awards 
ceremony on Saturday, June 11 at the Hutchin-
son Metro Center Atrium. The league formally 
recognized its own Anthony Amarosa with a 
special award for his 43 years of service. Con-
gressman Joseph Crowley, Senator Jeff Klein 
and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj presented 
VNLL with proclamations to commemorate 
the league’s remarkable milestone.

VN LITTLE LEAGUE’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY

Anthony Amarosa (l) celebrated with his son, 
Chris Amarosa. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Thomas Messina, representing Con-
gressman Joseph Crowley; Assemblyman 
Gjonaj, Senator Klein; honoree Anthony 
Amarosa; Thomas Luciana, representing 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Chris 
Amarosa, district coordinator for District 22, 
Section 3, Little League International and 
Jerry Weihe, VNLL board member. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Krinos Foods celebrated the grand opening of its new $25 million, 100,000 square foot 
state-of-the-art manufacturing and processing facility on Wednesday, June 15 at 1750 Bath-
gate Avenue. The exterior of the new facility features three murals created by artists Kenny 
Scharff, Misha Most and Victor Matthews.

KRINOS FOODS OPENS HEADQUARTERS

NYC Economic Development Corporation president Maria Torres-Springer and Krinos Foods 
chairman and president Eric Moscahlaidis cut the ribbon for the new facility. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Ridgewood Savings Bank re-
cently appointed two Senior Vice 
Presidents - Kenneth A. Ceonzo 
(Senior Vice President & Chief 
Financial Officer) and Carlos R. 
Sanchez (Senior Vice President 
& Chief Banking Officer).

Prior to his new position at 
Ridgewood Savings Bank, Mr. 
Ceonzo was with Dime Savings 
Bank for over 20 years. Starting 
in 1996, he served as Vice Pres-
ident – SEC Financial Reporting 
and Investor Relations, where he 
was responsible for all aspects 
of financial and SEC report-
ing, including investor relations, 
risk management, and financial 
modeling. From 1997 to 2002, 
he also served as corporate sec-
retary for the bank and holding 
company. Prior to his time at 
Dime, Mr. Ceonzo worked in the 
auditing field at Deloitte & Tou-
che from 1991 to 1996, where 
he held progressively senior roles 
and was responsible for audits of 
financial institutions. Mr. Sanchez 
has over 30 years of experience 
in retail market management, 
leading sales and operations 
of branch networks spanning 
several states. He comes to us 
from Popular Community Bank, 
where as Senior Vice President 
and Regional Manager, he over-
saw a branch network similar in 
size to Ridgewood Savings Bank. 
Starting in 2011, Mr. Sanchez 
was responsible for increasing 
deposit and household growth, 
investment sales, and small busi-
ness loan production. Prior to 
that, Mr. Sanchez was Director 
of Retail Banking at Amalgam-

ated Bank from 2009 to 2011. 
From 2004 to 2009, he was 
Cluster Manager at Washington 
Mutual/JP Morgan Chase. His 
previous professional experience 
in the financial services industry 
includes lending, small business 
development, foreign exchange, 
de novo branch selection, lease 
negotiations, construction over-
sight, staffing, training, and 
operations. Peter M. Boger, 
Chairman, President, and Chief 
Executive Officer of Ridgewood 
Savings Bank said, “We are 
honored to welcome Kenneth A. 
Ceonzo and Carlos R. Sanchez 
to our team. I believe that these 
outstanding professionals will 
bring excellent financial leader-
ship and the benefit of their years 
of experience to better serve our 
customers.” About Ridgewood 
Savings Bank Founded in 1921, 
Ridgewood Savings Bank is the 
largest mutual savings bank in 
New York State, with over $5 bil-
lion in assets. With 34 branches 
in the New York area, Ridge-
wood Savings Bank continues to 
serve its community as it did in 
1921, with their continued focus 
always on their customers.

���

 Kenneth A. Ceonzo     Carlos R. Sanchez

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

Country Club Ranch
Brick, Detached, 50x50.

Call For Appointment. $399,999

GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 06/30/2016
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Dr. Timothy Hall (l), Mercy College president, with 27 of 46 awarded valedictorians. Photo by Laura Stone

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and the Bronx County Historical Society honored over 40 Bronx high school valedictorians on Sunday, June 5 in a ceremony held at the historic 
Valentine-Varian House.   Each honoree received a commemorative certifi cate as well as a selection of books and other materials detailing the Bronx and its rich history.

BP DIAZ HONORS H.S. VALEDICTORIANS

The Bronx/Westchester U.S. Army Recruiting 
Battalion saluted the U.S. Army’s 241st birth-
day on Sunday, June 12 at the Lawrence F. 
Keane American Legion Post 1498. The cele-
bration featured a cake cutting with Captain 
Brent Whitehead and future Army soldiers 
serving up the fi rst slice.

VETS SALUTE
ARMY’S 241ST

BIRTHDAY

(l-r) Commander Fiumefreddo, Tierra Mack-
ey, Engel, Jenersy Gomez Garcia, captain 
Bret Whitehead, George Cox and Pat Disisto 
were ready to serve some birthday cake. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Guest speaker congressman Eliot Engel (l) 
met with commander Peter Fiumefreddo, 
Hawthorne Post 112 chairman. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

The Boy Scouts of America Bronx Council scored ‘a hole in one’ with its fourth annual golf tour-
nament on Thursday, June 9 at Van Cortlandt Park. The proceeds raised from the tournament 
will help provide camp scholarships known as ‘Camperships’ for needy scouts in the Bronx.

BOYS SCOUTS HOST ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

(l-r) The Boy Scouts of America Bronx Council’s Michael O’Gara, board member; Jason Tewes, 
fi eld director; Ethan Dradey, board member and Joseph Kelleher, president displayed some 
of the prizes from the day’s event. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(front, l-r) Chasity Garcia, Adelina Elezaj 
and Andrew Ozoria led their peers in 
the patriotic neighborhood parade. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

In honor of Flag Day, more than 200 
St. John Elementary School students 
hosted a fl ag ceremony.  A new fl ag was 
hoisted up the school’s fl ag pole to the 
playing of ‘Taps’ on Tuesday, June 14.

ST. JOHN SCHOOL
 CELEBRATES FLAG DAY
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Sheila B. Alas-Hun, MD

Meet Dr. Sheila B. Alas-Hun. She’s one of the team  
of experienced family medicine physicians you’ll find at  

Montefiore Medical Group Via Verde. Providing convenient  
access to talented practitioners like Dr. Alas-Hun is one of the ways  

we’re working to meet the healthcare needs of the community.

WE’RE HERE TO MEET THE 
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY. 

MONTEFIORE MEDICAL GROUP VIA VERDE

Discover how Montefiore Medical Group Via Verde can care for you. 
Call 718-484-1247, email MMGViaVerde@montefiore.org  
or visit to schedule an appointment:  
Montefiore Medical Group Via Verde
730 Brook Avenue, Ground Floor
Bronx, NY 10455

ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT
YOUR WAY

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE
DELIVERY

ON PURCHASES OVER $50

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10462

 COME IN AND 
HAVE A FREE CUP 

OF COFFEE

ALL NATURAL CHICKEN

NO PRESERVATIVES

$899 lb.

$599 lb.

HORMEL (LOWER SALT) HAM $4 99 lb.

HEAD HAM $899 lb.

HOTEL BAR AMERICAN CHEESE $4 99 lb.

McCADEN MUENSTER CHEESE $599 lb.

FINLANDIA SWISS CHEESE $799 lb.

MEAT • FISH • DELI • GROCERY
BUTCHER HERE 7 DAYS A WEEKwww.giordanosbigg.com

3 lbs Spare Ribs
3 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs 1/4 Legs
2 lbs Sausage
3 lbs Chuck Chop

$5899
ALL THIS FOR

BARBECUE FEAST

D
EL

I 
S

P
EC

IA
LS

ITALIAN CHICKEN SAUSAGE -  BUY 1 GET 1 FREE
PORK OR CHICKEN KA-BOBS (JUMBO) $199 ec.

COOKED ST. LOUIS RIBS - BUY 1 GET 1 FREE
SABRETT FRANKS (14oz) - BUY 1 GET 1 FREE 

FRESH MADE HAMBURGERS $499 lb.

WHOLE SHELL OF BEEF - CUSTOM CUT FREE $599 lb.

Chicken Legs 
Chicken Thighs
Drumstix
Bone In Breast
Chicken Cutlets

$129 lb
$139 lb.

$139 lb.

$2 99 lb.

$3 99 lb..

FARMERS PRIDE

Chicken
Chicken Wings

$2 99 lb
$2 99 lb.

BELL & EVANS

NO TIME TO SHOP? LET US DO IT FOR YOU

SWAI FILLET $359 lb.

$599 lb.

$24 99 lb.

$1299 lb.

BABY LOBSTER TAILS $199 ec.

TILAPIA FILLET $399 lb.

$999 lb.
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Councilman King (l) formally recognized Co-op City’s many ‘best and brightest’ students. Photo courtesy of Councilman Andy King’s Offi ce

Councilman Andy King and the Riverbay Education Committee honored Co-op City’s top students from the Class of 2016 on Saturday, June 11 at the ‘Best and Brightest Awards Luncheon’. 
The star pupils are graduates of fi fth, eighth and 12th grades who averaged ‘A’s in all of their classes.

CO-OP CITY SALUTES ‘BEST & BRIGHTEST’

Temple Beth-El of City Is-
land hosted a candlelight 
vigil on Wednesday, June 
15 in remembrance of 
the innocent lives lost in 
the recent Orlando mass 
murder.

TEMPLE BETH-EL REMEMBERS VICTIMS

Rabbi Eva Sox-Bolder (l) 
led the congregation in 
prayer. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(Right) Candles burned 
brightly into the night in 
honor of the 49 victims.

The New York Patriots scored a ‘slam dunk’ 
competing against over 33 city teams in the 
Nike Zoom League Bronx Championship on 
Friday, June 17.

NY PATRIOTS
SCORE AT

NIKE EVENT

New York Patriot’s coach Romeo Davis, Pat-
rick Solomon, Tyrone Myrick, Nashem Allen 
and coach Rasheem ‘Rah’ Jenkins were all 
smiles following their team’s accomplish-
ment. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE
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The Bronx Chamber of Commerce hosted its annual Business and Health Expo on Thursday, 
June 15 at the Mall at Bay Plaza. The expo brought together business professional from vari-
ous career fi elds for an interactive networking event.

BRONX CHAMBER’S BUSINESS & HEALTH EXPO 

Business professionals from all over the borough attended the annual Business and Health Expo.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Ray Edwards explained the Adopt-A-Highway Program to Rachelle Santiago (l), Kaylin Diaz 
(c) and Dianna Roman. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Phil Cardone, Bronx Chamber grants and events director; Laura Guerriero, Bronx Times 
Reporter publisher; Nunzio Del Greco, Bronx Chamber president; Elizabeth Figuero, New 
York Botanical Garden community relations director; Ed Angelino, Power Express Mortgage 
Brokers vice president and Rosemay De Luca, Wildlife Conservation Society government 
and community affairs director. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The New York Botanical Garden and St. Barn-
abas Hospital held a live demonstration of 
container gardening, plant cultivation and 
cooking with fresh herbs on Wednesday, 
June 15 between the Mills and Braker Build-
ings. The event was sponsored by the hospi-
tal’s Health and Wellness Committee.

ST. BARNABAS HOSTS
 GARDENING DEMO

(Above) Charmaine Francis (l) and Venus 
Goulbourne cultivated the container garden.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Cassandra Andrews Jackson (c), a SBH em-
ployee, tried her hand at transplanting. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Rev. Sylvester Berberis (l) and principal Anne Prokop (r) with this year’s graduates. 
 Photo courtesy of Greek American Institute

Congratulations are in order for the Greek American Institute’s eighth graders who cel-
ebrated their graduation on Friday, June 10.

GREEK AMERICAN INSTITUTE GRADUATION
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THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST SKIN PEEL TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

JUNE EXTRAVAGANZA!

BEFORE AFTER

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 
Get ready for 
the Summer!

TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

INTRODUCING OUR NEW SKIN PEEL TREATMENT BY SKIN MEDICA
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BY GEORGE AMATO
To all Marines, Navy Corp 

men and chaplins, the Yankee 
Det. 255 is back and we want 
you to come on down to the 
Sam Young Post 620 every 2nd 
Friday of the month at 7 p.m.

Enter on Ericson Place 
and Wellman Avenue (down 
from East Tremont Diner, last 
building on your left).

Our next meeting will be 
on Friday, September 9, at 7 

p.m. Come see what we’re all 
about.

For more information call 
George Amato at (929) 920-
6903.

On Friday, June 10, Saint 
Barnabas High School awarded 
the 7th Annual Mary Alice 
Grant Scholarship, which as-
sists in the costs of a current 
SBHS junior’s education. The 
award was established by the 
Grant family to honor the mem-
ory of their wife and mother, 
Mary Alice Grant.  

Mary Alice Grant grew up 
in the Saint Barnabas Par-
ish and attended both the el-
ementary and high schools. 
She went on to become a fac-
ulty member at Saint Barna-
bas High School for 23 years 
and actively participated in 
numerous parish functions 
for the church, both schools 
and the Woodlawn commu-
nity. She was truly a remark-
able role model for the young 
women who are asked each 
year to write an essay to be 
considered for the Mary Al-
ice Grant Scholarship. Each 
applicant must address how 
they can emulate Mary Alice’s 

St. Barnabas awards Grant Scholarship
dedication, humanitarian ef-
forts and Christian spirit. 
Saint Barnabas is proud to an-
nounce that the 2016 scholar-
ship recipient is Karina Luna, 
Class of 2017.

Karina, who is of Catho-
lic Mexican heritage, is part 
of the fi rst generation of the 
Luna family to be born in the 
United States. Luna was se-
lected as the scholarship win-
ner for her qualities that so 
strongly mirror that of Mrs. 
Grant. In her application es-
say, Karina wrote about how 
both, she and Mrs. Grant, 
love and adore Saint Barna-
bas High School. Luna went 
on to say that she has been 
able to develop and nurture 
her caring and compassion-
ate personality while embrac-
ing her love of community ser-
vice while at SBHS. “I learned 
that being kind and compas-
sionate to others can make a 
big difference in their lives”. 
As a Barnabite, Karina has 

fully exemplifi ed the school 
core values – charity, grace 
and spirit. “Even though chal-
lenging moments in our lives 
may bring us to our limits, we 
know that with the guidance 
of our compassionate God we 

can overcome even the great-
est obstacles. Even after my 
time in high school closes, I 
sincerely hope that I will be 
able to leave a lasting impres-
sion on others just like how 
Mary Alice Grant has done to 

me“, Luna wrote in her appli-
cation.

The Grant family was in 
attendance to award Karina 
with her scholarship and they 
look forward to next year’s ap-
plications.

Saint Barnabas junior Karina Luna ‘17 with the Grant family.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
The CSA season is in full 

swing.  I was so concerned 
about having the CSA at our 
home this year, but our mem-
bership has been so gracious 
that my fears were thankfully 
unfounded.  Every Monday 
morning, four plus volunteers 
have been showing up to help 
set up the tent and arrange the 
crates of produce for the eve-
ning’s distribution.  

At night, one member 
mans the clip board as every-
one checks in and at least two 
or three other volunteers are 
helping keep the line moving, 
removing empty crates and 
chatting with members.  

Having the CSA at the civic 
was nice, we had lots of space 
and a counter area that al-
lowed members to linger and 
talk and share recipes.  That 
counter area has now been 
replaced with our front steps 
and now members sit on the 
stoop and chill with us.  It’s re-
ally great.  We even did a great 
job of dealing with a shortage 
of rhubarb.  Rhubarb is a pe-
rennial vegetable and we usu-
ally get it for one or two weeks 
every year.  But you only get 
a few stalks and I never know 
what to do with it and it’s never 
enough to try anything really 
interesting.

After we fi nished setting 
up after the fi rst distribution 
of the year, the morning vol-
unteers pulled their shares 
and went home.  I was draping 

a drop cloth over the crates to 
protect the produce from the 
hot sunshine when I noticed 
that the box of rhubarb looked 
pretty low.  Only four mem-
bers had pulled their shares 
and we should have had at 
least 30 bundles left.  When I 
counted them, there were only 
19.  I texted Barb, one of our 
volunteers and a great baker, 
and asked her if she had a good 
recipe for them.  She did!  

How did I know that Barb 
would know what to do with 
rhubarb.  I don’t know…

And so that night, I took 
the crate of rhubarb and put it 
under the table.  The evening 
volunteers were told to ex-
plain what had happened and 
if there were any members 
who wanted their rhubarb, 
they should take it.  Only one 
member asked me and when 
I told her what happened, she 
said, “oh great, I never know 
what to do with it!”     I was 
not alone.  At the end of the 
night, Barb took home a bag 
of rhubarb and the next week 
showed up for the distribu-
tion with a platter of Ginger 
Rhubarb Bars.  They were so 
delicious and everyone appre-
ciated that she had done some-
thing with the rhubarb they 
would not have been able to do 
with the tiny amount they re-
ceive.

One of our other volunteers, 
who happens to be Barb’s next 
door neighbor, told us how 
when he and his family moved 

into Locust Point back in the 
70s there was a whole bunch of 
rhubarb growing in the back-
yard.  He said his mother tried 
cooking it but they ended up 
pulling it all out.  He was cer-
tainly regretting that now, 
thinking about the copious 
amounts of rhubarb he could 
hand over the fence to his 
neighbor to turn into creamy 
deliciousness.  

You may still fi nd rhubarb 
at the farmer’s market or 
maybe you have some grow-
ing in your backyard!. I love 
having perennial vegetables 
in my garden, I’m thinking 
about growing some of this 
soon.

Rhubarb Ginger Bars

Yields 16 bars
Whole Wheat Crust
6 tablespoons (85 grams) 

butter, room temperature
1/4 cup (50 grams) granu-

lated sugar
1/2 cup (60 grams) whole 

wheat fl our
1/2 cup (63 grams) all-pur-

pose fl our
1/4 teaspoon salt
Preheat oven to 350 degrees 

F (180 degrees C). Line an 8 x 
8-inch pan with parchment pa-
per and lightly grease.

In a mixing bowl, beat to-

gether the butter and sugar 
until light and fl uffy. Add the 
fl ours and salt, continuing to 
mix until uniform. Press the 
crust evenly into the prepared 
pan and bake for 15-20 min-
utes, or until lightly browned. 
Set aside.

Rhubarb Ginger Top-

ping

3 cups (360 grams) chopped 
rhubarb, diced into 1 inch 
pieces

6 tablespoons (75 grams) 
granulated sugar, divided

1/2 teaspoon ground gin-
ger

3 large eggs
juice from 1/2 lemon
1 tablespoon cornstarch
While the crust bakes, place 

the rhubarb, 3 tablespoons 
sugar, and ground ginger into 
a large saucepan. Over me-
dium-high heat, cook the rhu-
barb until soft, about 10 min-
utes, stirring occasionally. Cool 
the rhubarb until lukewarm.

In a food processor, place 
the softened rhubarb and pro-
cess until smooth. If the rhu-
barb is more green than pink in 
color, add a single drop of red 
food coloring to give the bars a 
pale pink color.

In another mixing bowl, 
whisk together the eggs, lemon 
juice, and remaining 3 table-
spoons sugar. Gradually add 
the processed rhubarb and con-
tinue whisking until uniform. 
Whisk in the cornstarch.

Lower the oven temperature 
to 325 degrees (160 degrees C).

Pour the fi lling over the 
cooked crust and bake for an-
other 25-30 minutes, or until 
the fi lling is set and no longer 
moves when the pan is jiggled. 
The bars will be easiest to cut 
after chilled (but there’s no 
shame in sneaking a few bites 
when they are warm).

Serve warm or chilled, 
with a dusting of powdered 
sugar.
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
A belated Happy 

Fathers Day to all fa-
thers out there. Take 
him to the BBQ at the 
Post on Sunday, July 
3 beginning at 2 p.m. 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, salads and a 50/50 raffl e. 
There will be a cash bar. All this for only $10.

The following Sunday,  July 10 we will be at the 
VA Hospital hosting the fi rst of our BBQ’s for the 
shut-ins. Volunteers, stand by. 

Short column this week. The next post meeting 
will be the fi rst Saturday in September, the 3rd.

Summer time BBQ’s are abounding, Watch your 
celebratory drinking. If you drink, don’t drive. Just 
fall down that way nobody else is seriously injured.

Trivia Time

The fi rst woman in space went up on June 
16,1963. Her name is Val. Tereshkova and she was 
from the USSR.

On the same date in 1976, the Pelham Bay Li-
brary opened.

The Battle of Bunker Hill (Breeds HiIl) took 
place on June 17, 1775.

June 18, 1812, saw the start of  ‘The War of 1812’.  
Napoleon got beat at Waterloo on June 18, 1815.
June 19, 1865 was ‘Juneteenth’, more on this next 

week.
Keep the troops in your prayers, hug a vet and 

God bless.

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
We are very 

proud to announce 
our own Veronica 
Castro has been ap-
pointed to serve on 
Community Board 
11.

We conducted our annual clean up this past 
weekend on Father’s Day (rescheduled from 
Mother’s Day which was rained out). 

We thank all of the merchants who took the 
time to clean their storefront. 

Thank you to Raphael Schweizer who assisted 
with the graffi tti removal from the meters. The 
corridor is looking really good. It’s up to all of us 
to keep it this way.

Special thanks to our councilmen, Ritchie 
Torres and Jimmy Vacca. We noticeably see a dif-
ference with the extra sanitation pick up and it is 
much appreciated. 

The trash bins are not over fl owing as much as 
they use to and merchants are getting more en-
gaged in monitoring the trash.

If you see anything that concerns you don’t 
hesitate to post it on our Facebook page Allerton 
International Merchants Association. No prob-
lem is too big or small. The worse we can do is 
try.

Join us Saturday, June 25 in front of the Al-
lerton Library on Barnes Avenue for our annual 
block party and Summer Reading Kick Off.

Saturday, July 16 is our Annual International 
Food Festival. If you wish to volunteer, rent a ta-
ble, or sponsor, email us at AllertonMerchants@
gmail.com.

And Tuesday,  July 5 is our next executive 
meeting at The Sanz, 815 Allerton. Doors open 
7 p.m. Will confi rm the guest speaker(s) in our 
next article.

And fi nally, to the men in our community who 
the responsibility of having kids seriously, we sa-
lute you. You are an important part of a strong 
community. We hope you enjoyed your special 
day this past weekend.  Happy Father’s Day.
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Action
Association

On Friday, June 10, Saint 
Barnabas High School held 
its annual Honors Award and 
Moving Up Ceremony. Stu-
dents, faculty and parents gath-
ered in the high school chapel 
to recognize the outstanding 
academic accomplishments of 
the students during the 2015-
2016 school year.

Dean of Students Edward 
Sullivan welcomed all in at-
tendance and announced the 
students name for each award 
they were a recipient of. 

During the ceremony, 
awards were presented to stu-
dents for top honors in each 
class and grade level, as well 
as honor roll accomplish-
ments. Students received pins 
to mark each of their suc-
cesses. Certifi cates for school 
service were also given out to 
those that showed extraordi-
nary services to teachers, ad-
ministration and to their fel-
low students. 

The following advanced 
awards were also presented: 

Honors Awards Night At St. Barnabas High School
The New York Section of the 
American Chemical Society 
Award was presented to Leyla 
Valerio for her outstanding 
scholastic achievement in 
high school chemistry. Julia 
Rohan was awarded The Saint 
Michael’s College Book Award 
for Academic Achievement 
with a Social Conscience. This 
award is given to a student 
who demonstrates a strong 
commitment to volunteer-
ism and leadership, is an in-
ductee of the National Honor 
Society and demonstrates a 
concern for social justice is-
sues and a sincere commit-
ment to service. The Student 
Sage Award, given to a student 
in recognition of the charac-
teristics of academic excel-
lence and community involve-
ment, was awarded to Karina 
Luna. The Regis College Book 
Award honors a deserving 
high school junior who has 
demonstrated excellent writ-
ten and oral communication 
skills, has displayed outstand-

ing academic promise, and ex-
hibited exceptional leadership 
qualities. This award was pre-
sented to Tara Schumacher. 

The fi nal award, The 2016 
Above and Beyond Award, 
given to a Saint Barnabas 
High School faculty mem-
ber, was presented to English 
teacher Mr. Donald Boyce. 
Mr. Boyce can often be found 
at the many school activities 
and events supporting the stu-
dents or simply lending a help-
ing hand. He also runs the 
annual Shakespeare Competi-
tion where he works diligently 
with students on their mono-
logues. “He became an impor-
tant part of the Barnabas fam-
ily from the time he entered 
the building,” stated Princi-
pal Sr. Joan Faraone ’68, RJM, 
Ph.D.

To close the ceremony stu-
dents participated in a bridge 
crossing marking their ad-
vancement to the next grade 
and to offer an early welcome 
to the 2016-2017 school year. :SBHS Student “crossing over” to the next grade and ’16-’17 school year.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Battle lines between China 

and its Asian/Pacifi c neigh-
bors including the U.S. were 
sharply drawn at the Shangri-
La dialogue held in Singapore. 
Thirty nations attended the 
conference, where key fl ash-
points included China’s expan-
sionist claims to control of re-
gional islands, and Beijing’s 
refusal to abide by interna-
tional law in its actions.

The regular gathering, 
sponsored by the International 
Institute for Strategic Stud-
ies (IISS) provides a forum for 
defense offi cials to gather and 
discuss signifi cant topics. Ac-
cording to IISS senior fellow 
Alexander Neill, Sino-US ten-
sions were a key element of 
this year’s gathering. In ad-
vance of the event, “US Pres-
ident Barack Obama made 
some rather pointed remarks 
directed towards Beijing, not-
ing that America would not 
tolerate China’s ‘bullying’ tac-
tics. That concept was the key 
motivation in the White House 
ending the 50 year arms em-
bargo against Vietnam, now 
seen as an ally in the effort to 
contain Beijing.”

Much of the controversy 
arises from Beijing and Tai-
wan’s adherence to a policy 
known as the ‘Nine Dash 
Line,’ essentially an arbitrary 
demarcation on maps that as-
sert Chinese control of vast 
oceanic areas. Neither other 
regional nations nor inter-

national law agree with the 
claim. The Brookings Institute 
has previously reported that 
assistant secretary of State for 
East Asian and Pacifi c Affairs 
Danny Russel, in testimony be-
fore the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs stated, “Under 
international law, maritime 
claims in the South China Sea 
must be derived from land fea-
tures. Any use of the ‘nine-
dash line’ by China to claim 
maritime rights not based on 
claimed land features would 
be inconsistent with interna-
tional law.”

U.S. concern over Chinese 
expansion was a key factor in 
President Obama’s ending the 
50 year arms sales restriction 
against Vietnam, now seen as 
an important ally in the effort 
to contain Beijing. The U.S. 
will work with Hanoi to pro-
vide maritime security.

Widespread concern over 
China’s territorial claims, its 
aggressive moves which in-
clude expanding and milita-
rizing small islands and its 
incursion into the Philippine 
Exclusive Economic Zone have 
fostered discussions of estab-
lishing a NATO-like alliance 
in the area.

According to U.S. Defense 
Secretary Ashton Carter, 
“Now, unlike elsewhere in 
the world, peace and stability 
in the Asia-Pacifi c has never 
been managed by a region-
wide, formal structure com-
parable to NATO in Europe.  

That’s made sense for this re-
gion, with its unique history, 
geography, and politics, and 
where bilateral relationships 
have long served as the bed-
rock of regional security. And 
yet, as the region continues to 
change, and becomes more in-
terconnected politically and 
economically, the region’s 
militaries are also coming to-
gether in new ways.  They’re 
building connections for a 
common purpose: uphold-
ing the security and stabil-
ity critical to a principled and 
prosperous future. And these 
connections are now helping 
our countries plan together, 
exercise and train together, 
and operate together, more 
effectively and effi ciently 
than ever before… this grow-
ing Asia-Pacifi c security net-
work includes but is more 
than some extension of exist-
ing alliances. It weaves every-
one’s relationships together 
… to help all of us do more, 
over greater distances, with 
greater economy of effort…
This is a principled security 
network … By expanding the 
reach of all and by responsi-
bly sharing the security bur-
den, this principled network 
represents the next wave in 

Asia-Pacifi c security…even 
as the United States counters 
Russian aggression and coer-
cion in Europe…”

Not unexpectedly, China’s 
response has been harsh. Paul 
McLeary and Adam Rawnse-
ley, writing for Foreign Policy 
reported that Chinese Admi-
ral Sun Jianguo, deputy chief 
of the Chinese military’s Joint 
Staff  Department  fl atly re-
jected Defense Secretary Cart-
er’s repeated assertion that 
Beijing’s aggressive moves 
in the South China Sea were 
isolating it from the world 
community.“We were not iso-
lated in the past, we are not 
isolated now, and we will not 
be isolated in the future”…
He added that many countries 
maintain a ‘Cold War mental-
ity’ when dealing with China, 
saying they may only “end up 
isolating themselves.” The 
comments were a direct re-
sponse to Carter’s accusation 
last month that China was 
building “a Great Wall of self-
isolation” in the South China 
Sea. Carter repeated the line 
in Singapore. “We do not make 
trouble, but we have no fear of 
trouble,” Admiral Sun Jian-
guo said.

Secretary Carter pledged 
that the U.S. would remain 
the guarantor of regional se-
curity in the coming decades. 
To do so, he said, “the Defense 
Department is continuing to 
send its best people – includ-
ing some of those new Naval 

offi cers and Marines …and 
also its most advanced capa-
bilities to the Asia-Pacifi c.  
That includes F-22 and F-35 
stealth fi ghter jets, P-8 Posei-
don maritime patrol aircraft, 
continuous deployments of 
B-2 and B-52 bombers, and 
our newest surface warfare 
ships. The Defense Depart-
ment is also investing in new 
capabilities critical to the re-
balance.  We’re growing the 
number of surface ships [some 
dispute whether the shrunken 
U.S. Navy is, in fact, starting 
to rebuild] and making each 
of them more capable, and 
we’re investing in Virginia-
class submarines, new under-
sea drones, the new B-21 Long-
Range Strike Bomber, as well 
as in areas like cyber, and elec-
tronic warfare, and space.”

Whether the U.S. will ac-
tually fulfi ll that pledge re-
mains questionable, as sharp 
Defense budget cuts and the 
growing need for a stronger 
American military presence 
in Europe and the Middle East 
limit its abilities in the Asian-
Pacifi c region.  During his ten-
ure in offi ce, President Obama 
formally ended the policy of 
having armed forces capable 
of fi ghting two region wars si-
multaneously.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio 
broadcasts at amfm247.com, 
and visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.
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Bronx House
990 Pelham Parkway South, Bronx, NY 10461
718.792.1800 | bronxhouse.org
For more info, contact: 
Leon Davis (718) 792-1800, ext. 232 or leon@bronxhouse.org

Fun Bunch
grades K-2

Adventurers
grades 3-4

Teen Travel
grades 7-9

Explorers
grades 5-6

Register Now for 
Summer Camp! 
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• Allerton Avenue Summer Block Party......................63

• Bronx River Art Center Celebration...........................63

• Do You Remember - Bx. Grad’s MASH 

Saturday, July 2; Sunday, July 3: 
Family Art Project: Butterfl y Habitat 
Hats: See them and sketch them, fl ying 
and sipping the nectar of their favorite 
fl owering shrub or bush. Then learn 
about local butterfl y species and make 
a butterfl y-habitat hat fi lled with fl ow-
ers and insects in an active landscape. 

Saturday, July 2: Garden High-
lights Walk: Join in for an hour-long 
tour of seasonal garden highlights. 

Saturday, July 2: Gallery Tour: 
Join Wave Hill’s Curatorial Fellow for 
a tour of current exhibitions. In the 
main gallery, (Not So) Still Life pres-
ents novel ways that contemporary 
artists are transforming the still life 
genre to engage with current culture.  
Visitors may concoct their own wishes 
using materials available at stations 
throughout the space. 

Sunday, July 3, Monday, July 4: 
Garden Highlights Walk: Join in for 
an hour-long tour of seasonal garden 
highlights. 

Wednesday, July 6: Stories In The 
Garden: Flutter And Fly: Each week, 

Wave Hill’s Sunset Wednesdays
Wave Hill educators share some of 
their favorite nature tales. These sto-
ries—classics and more—come to life 
through interactive readings, sing-
alongs and puppetry. Join in this week 
as they read stories and do a movement 
piece about our winged friends. Read-
ings from Waiting for Wings by Lois 
Ehlert, Dazzling Dragonfl ies by Linda 
Glaser and Where Butterfl ies Grow by 
Joanne Ryder. 

Wednesday, July 6: Sunset Yoga: 
Enjoy a peaceful evening yoga class on 
the lawns of Wave Hill. Participants 
should bring a mat, dress in loosely fi t-
ting clothing. All levels welcome. 

Wednesday, July 6: Sunset Wednes-
days Welcome Walk: An experienced 
Wave Hill guide will be your concierge 
for this drop-in tour. Explore what 
makes the gardens so unique, and 
learn how to maximize your Wave Hill 
experience this summer. 

Wednesday, July 6: Sunset Wednes-
days Outdoor Music: Lumiere String 
Quartet: Each Sunset Wednesday, en-
joy outdoor concerts by vibrant New 

York City musicians who will bring a 
pop sensibility to their performance 
on Wave Hill’s Great Lawn. The mem-
bers of the Lumiere String Quartet—
Victoria Paterson (violin), Maxim 
Moston (violin), William Curry (viola) 
and Ludmilla Konstantinova (cello)—
perform all over New York City and 
regularly at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, highlighting American 
and popular music from a wide vari-
ety of eras and genres. The ensemble 
has been featured on “Late Night” 
with David Letterman, “The View,” 
and “Kelly & Michael” with such as 
artists Diana Krall, Joss Stone and A 
Great Big World. The Quartet has top-
selling CDs on iTunes and Amazon. 
Selections tonight include a classical 
suite, “Sunrise, Sunset” from Fiddler 
on the Roof and pop tunes by Celine 
Deon, Coldplay, The Police and The 
Verve (“Bittersweet Symphony”). Visi-
tors may bring a lawn chair and picnic 
during the performance. 

Wave Hill, a public garden and 
cultural center, is located at 675 West 

252nd Street.
For further information call (718) 

549-3200, ext. 232.

Sunset Wendesdays at Wave Hill on July 6 
will feature Victoria Paterson, lead in the 
Lumiere String Quartet.
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BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY
AREA RUG  |  24 HOUR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES

1-800-STEEMER®

stanleysteemer.com
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The Allerton International 

Merchants Association, Allerton/

Barnes Block Association, and Al-

lerton Library invite you to attend 
their annual Summer Block Party on 
Saturday, June 25, from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., on Barnes Avenue, between Al-
lerton and Arnow avenues, in front of 
the Allerton Library. 

It will be a fun-fi lled day of free 
family activities including music, 
food, fun, games and a special guest! 
All are welcome to join the fun. Do-
nations toward the event are appreci-
ated.

A Summer Reading Kick-Off Party 
is among the day’s activities, encour-
aging kids to “Get in the Game” this 
summer and read awesome books. 
Special guests Presley and Melody 
will be on hand, along with music, 
games, snacks and great incentives! 

The Summer Reading Kick-off 
Party is presented by the Allerton Li-
brary located at 2740 Barnes Avenue.

The library itinerary includes: 
1 to 2:30 p.m.: Games and activities, 
including dance freeze, hot potato 
and more; 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.: Become 
a “star on stage” in this unique and 
creative concert experience pre-
sented by Presley and Melody. Origi-
nal songs are specifi cally created for 
each theme and age group attending 
performance; and 3:30 p.m.: Free in-

centives and a chance win raffl e tick-
ets to the American Museum of Natu-
ral History.       

Contact AllertonMerchants@
gmail.com if you would like to donate 
or be a part of the festivities

* * *

A Bronx Artist Brunch will be 
held on Sunday, June 26, from noon 
to 4 p.m., at Tilila, 3648 Bailey Av-
enue. The brunch will feature the 
artwork of Suzanne Axelbank, per-
formances by the Paul Carlon Jazz 
Trio, and brunch (Latin and Ameri-
can cuisine) by Chef Fusion Dynamic 
Experience.

For more information call (929) 
222-4968.

* * *

On Saturday, June 25, from  1:30 to 
4:30 p.m., Bronx River Art Center 
students, parents, friends, families 
and the Bronx community are invited 
to join them in their front garden at 
the Bronx River Art Center head-
quarters, at 2064 Boston oad. (corner 
of 179th Street) for an afternoon of 
celebration of their students and the 
great work they’ve created over the 
past program year. This day is also 
an opportunity to thank the commu-
nity partners who have hosted and 
worked with the group to keep the 
programming running while they 
have been out of their building for its 

Allerton Ave. Summer Block Party; Artist Brunch 
renovation. P

Additionally, there will be special 
performance program presented at 
2:30 p.m. by Bronx-based, The Peace 
Poets. This event is free and will go 
on, rain or shine.

The Peace Poets are a collective of 
artists that celebrate, examine and 
advocate for life through music and 
poetry. In support of our Cultural 
Immigrant Initiative programs, 
funded by Council members Ritchie 
Torre and Annabel Palma, they will 
address issues of cultural identity 
and the immigrant experience, es-
pecially in relation to the rapid in-
crease of the immigrant population 
in the Bronx today.

* * *

The Morris Park Library, 985 
Morris Park Avenue, will present 
their July Film Sereis, featuring:

Playing for Kppes, on Thursday, 
July 7, at 10:30 a.m. A former sports 
star who’s fallen on hard times starts 
coaching his son’s soccer team as a 
way to get his life together. His at-
tempts to beccome and adult are met 
with challenges from the attractive 
soccer moms who pursue him at ev-
ery turn.

A Dark Truth, Friday, July 22, 
10:30 a.m. A corporate whistle blower 
(Deborah Kara Unger) hires a former 
CIA agent (Andy Garcia) now a talk-

show host, to expose her company’s 
cover-up of a massacre in a South 
American village.

Gilda, Friday, July 29, 10:30 a.m. 
Johnny Farrell is a gambling cheat 
who turns straight to work for an 
unsettling casino owner Ballin 
Mundson. But, things take a turn for 
Johnny as his alluring ex-lover ap-
pears as Mundson’s wife, and Mund-
son’s machinations begin to unravel.

For more information call (718) 
931-0636.

* * *

In the Footsteps of Edgar Al-

lan Poe: A Walk from Poe Cottage 

to High Bridge, will be held by the 
Bronx County Historical Society on 
Sunday, June 26, at 11:00 a.m.

Although the American poet Ed-
gar Allan Poe has been gone for many 
years now, his home and High Bridge 
continue to serve as remnants of his 
beloved walks in The Bronx. Join 
BCHS educator Angel Hernandez on 
a 3-mile walk from Poe Cottage to 
High Bridge via Aqueduct Avenue. 
The tour will meet at the Edgar Allan 
Poe Cottage in Poe Park on the Grand 
Concourse and E. Kingsbridge Road. 

Tour costs $10 for BCHS members, 
$20 for non-members. Contact the so-
ciety at (718) 881-8900 to reserve your 
spot. The tours generally run about 
two hours.
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Fordham graduate known for award-winning MASH role

Alan Alda, a Bronxite and Fordham Graduate.

REPRINTED FROM 6/28/2012

I  wonder how  many Ford-
ham College graduates re-
member a classmate named 
Alphonso Joseph Abruzzo.  

He was born in  the Bronx 
on January 28, 1936 and fol-
lowed in his father’s foot-
steps by later becoming an 
actor.  

Alphonso graduated from 
Fordham with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in English in 1956 
and is also recalled for his 
work with their radio pro-
gram WFUV.  Robert (1914-
1986), his father, divided his 
time acting in vaudeville and 
fi lms both in America and It-
aly and although he was a big 
star in his time, it’s his son 
who became  a far bigger ce-
lebrity. Robert should, how-
ever, be credited with giving 
his son a start in show busi-
ness and his mother, Joan 
Brown, by the way, was a for-
mer Miss New York.

 While at Fordham, Al-
phonso joined the ROTC af-
ter which he enlisted in the 
U. S. Army Reserve and was 
assigned to Fort Benning, 
Georgia.  He would later 
serve  as a gunnery officer 
in Korea.  Alphonso married 

Arlene Weiss just a year af-
ter graduating from Ford-
ham and the couple settled 
down in Leonia, New Jer-
sey where  they raised their 
three daughters.

 One of his big breaks in 
Hollywood came when he 
snagged a  supporting role in 
“Gone are the Days’ in 1963. 
It starred Ozzie Davis and 
Ruby Dee and was a com-
edy where he played a young 
man returning to the planta-
tion where he was raised to 
try to obtain title to it one 
way or another.  

Those interested in his 
early career and older black 
and white films can rent 
it for a few dollars. Run-
ning time is only 99 min-
utes. Since then he’s had 
great roles in over 30 films 
including “The Aviator” by 
Martin Scorsese in 2004 for 
which he was nominated 
for an Academy Award for  

best supporting actor for his 
portrayal of Senator Ralph 
Owen Brewster.

 He received Golden Globe 
Awards for musical comedy 
in 1975, 1976, 1980, 1981, 1982, 
and 1983.  He was the recip-
ient of six Emmy Awards 
including the one for “Out-
standing Actor” for his por-
trayal of Arnold Vinick in 
“The West Wing” in 2006. 

Although also known as 
a writer and director, we’ve 
all come to know and love 
Alphonso Joseph Abruzzo 
as Alan Alda who played the 
unique character, Hawkeye 
Pierce, in the long-running 
series, MASH.  He’s the only 
actor to appear in all 251 epi-
sodes and was nominated for  
21  Emmy Awards and won 
five.  

It should also be noted 
that he was the co-author of 
a  good number of episodes.  
Another little known fact is 

that his father had roles in 
a couple of installments and 
that his half-brother, Ant-
ony  Alda, appears in a 1972 
episode.  And,finally, he di-

rected the two-and-a-half 
hour finale that closed out 
the series in 1983.  It was ap-
propriately titled “Goodbye, 
Farewell, and Amen.”
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BY MARK SAPLICKI 
AND VINCENT PREZIOSO

Community Board 11 held 
a public hearing on May 25 re-
garding the reconstruction of 
the north side of Pelham Park-
way.  First of all the community 
board is to be commended for 
insisting on the hearing, and 
inviting all the city agencies in-
volved.  Also to be commended 
are all the community groups 
and residents who attended to 
voice their opinions.

Upon hearing the comments 
and questions from the commu-
nity and the responses from the 
agencies, it became clear to me 
that this project (not unlike any 
other city project) is becoming 
“us” against “them”, the “us” 
being the residents (supported 
by the CB) and the ‘them’ being 
the city agencies.  Why?

Why do the main stakehold-
ers (the residents), for whom 
this project is to benefi t, have 
less of a say in what happens in 
their neighborhood, than the 
city agencies?

Why do our elected repre-
sentatives along with the CB 
not have the fi nal word?

Why do citizens have to 
struggle for what is rightfully 
theirs?

Why are unnecessary regu-
lations enforced on the commu-
nity, as opposed to what make 
sense for the community?

A few examples of items in 
contention related to this proj-
ect:

1)  The unmapped street that 
allows access from the service 
road to the main road:  That 
small roadway (just outside of 
the Institute for Special Edu-
cation, 999 Pelham Parkway 
North) has been in existence 
for longer than anyone can re-
call.  It is paved, and has a stop 
sign.  It has not been proven to 
be a hazard.  Is it not a street, 
just because the city neglected 
to map it?  Whose fault is it that 
it has not been mapped…the 
residents? Why can’t the city 
just put the street on the map?  
Most importantly, the residents 
wish to retain this street. Does 
this make sense to you?

2) Tree #190:  This tree is es-
timated to be about 200 years 
old and has caused no one any 
problems. However the NYC 
Department of Transportation 
insists it must be removed be-
cause a barrier cannot be con-
structed around it.  Everyone 
agrees that the roadway bar-
riers are a signifi cant safety 
improvement for the motorists 
along Pelham Parkway.  How-
ever why can’t one important 
exception be made for a tree 
that has never been involved in 
a motor vehicle accident?

3)  Service road approach-
ing White Plains Road:  The 

service road gets narrower the 
closer you get to White Plains 
Road, causing multiple prob-
lems.  Why can’t the city agen-
cies work together to provide 
the obvious solution of widen-
ing the roadway to be consis-
tent with the rest of the service 
road?

Next Meeting

Next meeting is Monday 
June 27, 7:30 p.m., Kings Har-
bor MultiCare Center, E. Gun 
Hill Road at Stillwell Ave – Use 
main entrance.

There will be neithe news-
letters or meetings in July and 
August

Representatives from the 
49th Precinct; Senator Jeff 
Klein; Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj; and Councilman James 
Vacca will be present.

The guest speaker is Joseph 
McManus, chairperson Land 
Use Committee CB11.

Granted that there are tech-
nical issues related to the proj-
ect that are beyond the exper-
tise of most citizens.  However 
the above issues do not pres-
ent technical obstacles.  These 
items are what make sense to 
the community.  I humbly re-
quest that the respective com-
missioners walk in our shoes 
along Pelham Parkway.  How 
would they feel if they were res-
idents?  How would they feel if 
this were being force on them 
in their neighborhood?

49th Precinct 

Community Event

On Thursday, July 7, 1 to 6 
p.m/ at Loreto Park (Morris 
Park and Haight avenues) the 
49th Precinct will host a ma-
jor event for the our commu-
nity.  Details were not available 
at the time of this printing, so 
please look for an email from 
us (info@nebxassn.com) or call 
the precinct at (718) 918-2000.
NYPD Community Affairs

Watch videos of unsolved 
crimes, you may be able to help!  
Anonymous tips may be re-
warded.  Please visit the Crime 
Stoppers Website or by calling 
1-800-577-TIPS.

Valuables At The Beach

You know you shouldn’t 
leave your valuables just sit-
ting on the beach blanket, but 
the water looks so good.  Surely, 
the stuff will be okay. You can 
cover it with your towel or keep 
an eye on it while you’re swim-
ming.  Right?  Wrong!  Crowded 
beaches can be a hot spot for 
thieves. Decide what valuables 
you can leave at home and what 
you must have with you.

From Da Prez…
BY VINCENT PREZIOSO

At our upcoming meeting, 
I will have continuing updates 
on three important issues fac-
ing our community including: 
Pelham Parkway North re-

construction; Gun Hill Square 
Project; construction on the 
site of the old horse stables.

Stop At Waring 

And Kingsland?

The DOT has informed us 
that they are studying the in-
tersection of Waring and King-
sland avenues to determine 
if a ‘stop’ sign is necessary.  
Residents near the intersec-
tion requested this of CB 11 in 
March of 2016 and it was imme-
diately submitted to the DOT 
for consideration.  The DOT 
usually responds within about 
16 weeks, so hopefully we will 
hear something during June.  
The community board will let 
us know and of course we will 
let you know.  (Footnote:  If 
the DOT denies the request, it 
cannot be resubmitted for 18 
months.)

From all of us here at NEBA 
to all of you…a happy and 
healthy summer season.  Re-
member there will be no news-
letters published, nor any pub-
lic meetings, during the months 
of July or August.  However 
our website will be updated pe-
riodically with news of interest 
to the community.  And if we 
do receive any critical infor-
mation it will be passed along 
to our email subscribers.  Not 
on our email list yet?  Send an 
email to info@nebxassn.com 
and you will be kept informed 
in a quicker manner than this 
newsletter.
Summer Sports Programs

Spring is here for the NYC 
Parks Department and their 
summer sports program sched-
ule is now fi nalized.Below are 
live links to the registration ap-
plications, in case you wish to 
forward to any groups or pro-
grams you work with in your 
community. This information 
is available to the public on 
City Parks Foundation’s web-
site http://www.cityparksfoun-
dation.org.

Groups that cannot com-
plete the form yet with specifi c 
participant info should send us 
our group registration form, 
also on the website.  In addi-
tion, we invite you to share in-
formation on several Spring 
sports programs currently un-
derway. Registration for their 
senior fi tness program is now 
open and you can apply on the 
website.     Sports programs in-
clude:  golf, track and fi eld and 
tennis.

More information is avail-
able on the website.  (Sorry, no 

phone contact was provided.)
A False Appeal

Courtesy: Aditi Jhaveri, 
Consumer Education Special-
ist, FTC

If you get a call asking you 
to give to a charity, you might 
be tempted to say yes without 
a second thought. But as with 
any call you get from someone 
asking for money out of the 
blue, pause and do some re-
search to avoid fraudsters who 
try to take advantage of your 
generosity.

Unfortunately, there are 
for-profi t companies — like 
American Handicapped and 
Disadvantaged Workers, Inc. 
(AHDW) — that pretend to be 
charitable organizations and 
lie about how they use dona-
tions. The FTC sued AHDW for 
deceiving people — and shut 
them down.

Here’s the story: AHDW’s 
telemarketers called and asked 
people to donate — either by 
giving money or buying over-
priced household products 
from them. These telemarket-
ers, often falsely claiming to be 
disabled themselves, implied 
that most of the money raised 
would be used to pay wages to 
disabled employees at the com-
pany. And as a bonus, people 
were told they’d get a free gift 
in the mail for donating.

In reality, most of the tele-
marketers weren’t disabled, 
and only a small portion of the 
company’s earnings were paid 
to AHDW’s few disabled em-
ployees. And those free gifts 
people got in the mail? They 
came with invoices, followed 
by harassing calls demanding 
payment for products people 
never ordered.

If you get a call about buy-
ing overpriced products to sup-
port a charity:

• Do some research. Con-
fi rm an organization is really 
a charity before committing 
to spend extra money. That 
‘charity’ might be a for-profi t 
company trying to trick you 
into overpaying for things you 
routinely buy. You can search 
for names on this list of tax-
exempt organizations from the 
IRS, or check with the BBB or 
your state Attorney General.

• Don’t pay for unordered 
merchandise. You can keep any 
gifts you get in the mail from a 
charitable organization that 
asks for contributions. If you 
didn’t order it, you don’t have 
to pay for it — even if someone 
sends a bill.

It’s legal for charities to call 
and ask for donations, even if 
your number is on the Do Not 
Call Registry. But it’s against 
the law for telemarketers to 
imply they’re from a charita-
ble organization when they’re 

not. For more tips on spotting a 
charity scam, check out our ar-
ticle Before Giving to a Charity 
at www.consumer.ftc.gov.

Phony Promises

Courtesy Lisa Lake, Con-
sumer Education Specialist, 
FTC

An email from a friend 
urges you to try new weight-
loss pills. There’s a link to 
an article about a celebrity’s 
amazing results with the pills, 
and the article’s author says he 
even tried this miracle product 
himself. With all these trusted 
sources, why wouldn’t you give 
it a try? Because it’s all a sham, 
that’s why. 

The FTC charged four de-
fendants who used these tactics 
with deceptively marketing 
their weight-loss products. Ac-
cording to the FTC, they sent 
millions of people illegal spam 
emails that were made to look 
like they came from someone fa-
miliar. Their goal? To generate 
sales. The FTC says the emails 
linked to fake news sites with 
fi ctitious articles and phony en-
dorsements – even, supposedly, 
from Oprah. What’s more, says 
the FTC, there’s no solid sci-
ence backing the defendants’ 
claims about the pills.

There are a few lessons to 
draw from this story:

• Don’t click emailed links or 
open attachments, even if you 
think you know the sender.

• Anyone saying they lost 
more than a pound a week 
without diet and exercise is 
probably lying.

• Learn how to spot a fake 
news site, which often include 
fake celebrity endorsements. 
These actually are elaborate 
ads created by marketers.

• File a complaint with the 
FTC if you ever spot a scam, 
or get sold on phony product 
promises.
Kings Harbor Recycle Event

As you know, electronics 
can no longer be placed at curb-
side for collection, but you can 
bring your unwanted electron-
ics to Kings Harbor (E. Gun 
Hill Road at Stillwell Avenue) 
on Wednesday, June 22, from 
noon to 1 p.m.  Items accepted:  
computers, cable boxes, moni-
tors, TV’s (only fl at screen un-
der 24”), printers and toner, 
remotes, wire, tablets, ipods, 
ipads, lithium or nicad batter-
ies, switches, routers, cell and 
offi ce phones.  An e-cycling at 
HASC truck will securely wipe 
out data on hard drives.  Pro-
ceeds are used by HASC to em-
ploy disabled individuals.

This Independence Day, say 
a prayer for all who sacrifi ced 
their lives for your freedom.  
Freedom is not free!  God bless 
you and your families and God 
bless America!
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
SUPERIOR COURT :
J.D. OF HARTFORD :
AT HARTFORD :
DOCKET NO.:
HHD-FA16- 6068556-S
APPIAH, BEATRICE
vs.
SESENU, DAVID
NOTICE TO: DAVID SESENU
The Plaintiff has named you as a  

party in the action which she brings to  
the above-named court. Automatic  
Orders have been issued in this case as  
required by Section 25-5 of the  
Connecticut Practice Book and are part  
of the Complaint on file with the court. 

The Court finds that the current  
address of the party to be notified, David  
Sesenu, is unknown and that all  
reasonable efforts to find him have  
failed. The Court also finds that the last  
known address of the party to be  
notified, David Sesenu, is: 

1818 Anthony Ave., #4F, Bronx, NY  
10458.

The Court Orders that this Notice be  
given to the party to be notified, David  
Sesenu, by placing a legal notice in the  
Bronx Times, a newspaper circulating in  
Bronx, New York, once a week for two  
successive weeks commencing on or  
before June 24, 2016 containing a true  
and attested copy of this Order of  
Notice.

A True and Attested Copy:
_____________________
Michael DeLorenzo
Connecticut State Marshal
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TOM ALLON

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

There was an outpour-
ing of online sympa-
thy for the parents 

of the little boy killed by 
an alligator at a Disney re-
sort in Orlando last week, 
which just goes to show that 
sometimes the internet has 
a heart, and sometimes it 
calls for blood.

The question is why.
In contrast with the 

half a million people who 
signed a petition against 
Michelle Gregg, the mom 
whose 3-year-old son got 
into the gorilla exhibit at 
the Cincinnati Zoo, lead-
ing zookeepers to kill the 
400-pound gorilla named 
Harambe, commentators 
did not go nearly as insane 
over the fact that offi cials 
“put down” several Disney-
area alligators without be-
ing positive which of them, 
if any, dragged 2-year-old 
Lane Graves to his death.

It was with relief that I 
found far more comments 
castigating those who would 
blame the parents than ac-

Playing the blame game on gators and gorillas
tual parental castigation. It is 
like the high road was the cool 
place to be, this time. 

“It’s ridiculous to blame the 
parents who were sitting a few 
feet away and did all they could 
to save him,” read a typical on-
line comment. And, on Twit-
ter, “Pray for his family. Don’t 
judge.” 

Compare to: “#GorillaIn-
cident Mom is totally at fault 
shoot her.”

So, what accounts for the 
vast difference in response 
to these two incredibly rare 
toddler-animal tragedies that 
took place at family-friendly 
places?

Well fi rst of all, of course, 
the 2-year-old died. There’s 
no way to say that the Graves 
haven’t suffered enough. (And 
what an eerily sad last name.) 
Also, even as the story broke, 
we heard that the father des-
perately tried to open the al-
ligator’s jaws and couldn’t. No 
one could dare accuse that dad 
of not doing enough.

Then, too, there’s the ques-
tion of racism — although I 

think many people were jump-
ing on the Cincinnati mom 
before they knew she was Af-
rican-American. Graves was 
white.

And there’s even the ques-
tion of species-ism: Gorillas 
look like us. Alligators don’t. 
(At least, not like most of us.)

But even more than all 
that, I think that so many 
people were eager to fl og the 
Cincinnati mom because the 
mob needed someone to blame 
(that’s what mobs do), and 

moms are a favorite target 
these days.

This is the era when we 
have come to believe that moth-
ers can and must be in control 
of their kids at all times. Any 
mom who takes her eyes off her 
kids — and we hear about it — 
is automatically a public en-
emy (Think of all those moms 
berated for letting their kids 
wait in the car a few minutes, 
or play at the park unsuper-
vised). So if anything bad hap-
pens to an unsupervised kid, it 
is the mom’s fault. 

But with the alligator inci-
dent, the mob seems to be aim-
ing not at the mom, but Dis-
ney. 

“I say the Grand Floridian 
is responsible for not having 
signs posted about the gators!!” 
read one typical comment. 

The similarity here is that 
if there is any entity we love 
to blame more than moms, it’s 
corporate America. So if we 
truly believe a mom should be 
been thinking, “Well, I know 
this has never happened once 
in 38 years of the gorilla ex-

hibit, but what if today my 
kid tries to get in — and 
does? I better be preparing 
for that!” then we are also 
quite capable of thinking, 
“Well, just because we are 
one of the most popular tour-
ist destinations in the world 
and not once has a guest 
ever been killed by an alli-
gator, nonetheless we should 
be constantly warning vaca-
tioners about that gruesome 
possibility.”

In both cases, the crowd 
has found someone it can 
second-guess after a once-
in-a-generation (or two) trag-
edy. That way it doesn’t have 
to contemplate the unpre-
dictability of life, or the fact 
that there is no such thing as 
perfect safety, or perfect par-
ents. It can simply sit back 
and blame.

Armchair blaming has 
become America’s favorite 
coping device. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids. 

I have never visited my fa-
ther’s birthplace in Kosice, 
Czechoslovakia. In fact, 

I fi nd that part of the world 
quite confusing. I couldn’t tell 
you the difference between a 
Czech and a Slav or what area 
the Czech Republic occupies.

My father, who passed away 
in 1999, was an incredibly 
complex man who survived 
the death camps of the Holo-
caust and then returned to 
an Eastern Europe where his 
family — mother, father, two 
brothers and a sister — were 
but a memory. He made a few 
European pit stops in Vienna 
and Paris before deciding to 
raise a family in America.

I often think that his will 
to live after losing so many 
close to him is itself a mira-
cle. His loss is unfathomable, 
more than anyone should bear 
in a lifetime, much less at the 
tender age of 16 when we in 
America are mostly worried 
about college, sex, and our fu-
ture prospects.

He wore his pain stoically. 
Most people did not know the 
baggage he carried in his 
heart. But those close to him 
saw the immeasurable pain 
and damage the war infl icted. 

Thoughts of dad, and all he did
He was a man who always 
thought doom was around the 
corner, that any silver lining 
was about to be eclipsed by a 
dark cloud.

It is Father’s Day as I write 
this and a glance at my Fa-
cebook feed shows countless 
pictures of fathers and pithy 
tributes. It is hard to sum up 
a huge relationship — one 
that has so many layers and 
ups and downs — in a short 
tribute. But many try to do 
this and it makes us feel good 
that, even though our fathers 
are long gone, we can at least 
honor their memory on this 
Hallmark holiday.

I’ve been thinking a lot 
about my father lately, more 
than 17 years after he sud-
denly dropped dead while on 
vacation in Florida. He died 
at the age of 73, tanned, with 
his mind still crystal clear 
and his love for my mother 
still fi erce.

At the time, it all seemed 
so tragic — an unexpected 
bursting of an artery, a rela-
tively young man felled just 
as he was beginning to enjoy 
being a new grandfather, a big 
hole opened up in my moth-
er’s heart for the loss of her 

beloved.
I went through the normal 

stages of grieving. But because 
my third child was born just 
three weeks after dad’s sud-
den death, the focus shifted 
quickly. My child-related in-
somnia was exacerbated by 
the shock of losing a parent, 
the fi rst death of someone 
close to me. My heart ached. 
I wore his clothing for a few 
months to feel close. I attended 
daily prayer groups to say the 
Jewish prayer for the dead. 
Life marched on and there 
were young kids, a newly frag-
ile mother and a growing busi-
ness to distract me from think-
ing too much about my dad and 
his painful life.

But last month I visited his 
brother, my only living rela-
tive of his generation, and the 
memories and the aches came 
fl ooding back. My uncle re-
galed me one weekend with 
stories about how he and my 
father eluded the Nazis in the 
mid-1940s, how they were able 
to procure false Christian 
identity documents for 9,000 
other Jews, and how my fa-
ther protected his young love 
— my mother — during the 
war.

It occurred to me that 
while my father must have 
suffered deeply in his teen-
age years because of the loss 
of his family, his life after that 
was fi lled with much joy. His 
love affair with my mother, 
which started when they were 
both tweens in 1937, stayed 
strong for the 51 years of mar-
riage they enjoyed. My father 
saw his two sons grow up in 
New York, go to prestigious 
colleges, and fi nd success in 
their chosen professions.

He even got to see the prom-
ised land: two of his grand-
children, Jonah and Tess, 
were the apple of his eye in 
those few years he got to enjoy 
them at the end of his life.

Father’s Day does force us 
to think of our dads and the 
impact they had on our lives. 
I was blessed to be raised by 
a man who was always there 
when I needed him; I never 
questioned where he would 
be when the chips were down. 
Of course, we all have our 
quibbles with each of our par-
ents — they should have done 
this more, they shouldn’t have 
done that, whatever.

But now, as a father of 
three wonderful children who 

are each entering their adult 
years too rapidly for me to 
ponder, I have a greater appre-
ciation for my father’s sturdi-
ness and devotion to family.

In this week after Father’s 
Day, I think of the famous 
phrase: “Ninety percent of life 
is just showing up.”

Here’s to all dads like mine, 
who never stopped showing 
up.

That’s all we can ask.
Tom Allon, the president 

of City & State, NY, is a for-
mer candidate for Mayor of 
New York City. He can be 
reached at: tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.
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DROWSY DRIVING CAN BE AS DANGEROUS AS DRIVING IMPAIRED
ADVERTORIAL

The public is well educated 
about the dangers of driving 
while impaired by medication, 
alcohol or illegal drugs. But 
drivers may not be aware that 
driving while tired can be just 
as dangerous.

Driving when tired can be a 
fatal mistake. Just as alcohol or 
drugs can slow down reaction 
time, impair judgment and in-
crease the risk of accident, so, 
too, can being tired behind the 
wheel. Drowsy driving is re-
portedly what caused the fatal 
crash in June 2014 between a 
limousine and a Walmart truck 
that ended the life of comic 

James McNair and seriously 
injured fellow comedian Tracy 
Morgan. The driver, Kevin 
Roper, was going 20 miles over 
the speed limit and was almost 
at his drive time limit, accord-
ing to preliminary reports by 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board.

According to the U.S. Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, about 100,000 
car crashes in the United States 
each year occur as the result of 
an overly tired driver. Various 
studies demonstrate that driv-
ers who have remained awake 
for 18 hours prior to driving 

mimic the driving perfor-
mance of intoxicated motorists. 
In fact, drowsy driving can be 
confused with driving with a 
high blood alcohol content.

Sleepiness can arise rela-
tively quickly, and according to 
Thomas Balkin, PhD, director 
of the behavioral biology pro-
gram at the Walter Reed Army 
Institute of Research and a 
leading expert on sleep and fa-
tigue, it’s difficult for drivers 
to assess just how sleepy they 
are. 

“Sleepiness affects the part 
of the brain responsible for 
judgment and self-awareness,” 

he says. “When you’ve reached 
the stage where you are fight-
ing sleep, the effect of any 
method of reviving yourself 
can be very short-lived.”

Furthermore, people do 
not have to be in a deep sleep 
to actually be asleep behind 
the wheel. Micro-sleeps occur 
when certain brain cells tem-
porarily shut down for a few 
seconds. A person is not com-
pletely asleep but in a sort of 
fog as if they are asleep. 

When sleepiness sets in, 
the best course of action is to 
pull off the road. Opening the 
window, turning on the radio 

or blasting cold air is, at best, 
only a temporary solution. If 
driving with passengers and 
feelings of sleepiness appear, 
hand the keys over to a passen-
ger and have them take over 
driving, if possible. Otherwise, 
a short nap and a cup of coffee 
can be used in combination to 
increase alertness. 

It’s also a good idea to avoid 
beginning a long road trip 
in mid-afternoon around the 
hours of two or three o’clock. 
While alertness generally dips 
in the evening hours, due to 
the circadian rhythm, alert-
ness also dips in the late after-

noon, prompting drowsiness. 
A 2010 study by the American
Automobile Association Foun-
dation for Traffic Safety found
that as many drivers reported 
falling asleep at the wheel in 
the afternoon hours as report-
ed falling asleep late at night. 
Driving in a warm, quiet car 
also may spur drowsiness, as 
would driving after a heavy 
meal. 

Driving tired is just as dan-
gerous as other impaired driv-
ing. Slow reaction times and
unawareness of surroundings 
can contribute to accidents
that are otherwise avoidable..
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“I love playing like this, it gets me motivated and I really 
like putting a show on for the crowd. We don’t do 
anything different. We just come out, play hard, look for 
each other and put the ball in the basket.”

ISAIAH WASHINGTON   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

PIPE
DREAMS

By Sean Connolly

Maybe it’s me but, people 
celebrate holidays differently. 
Certain days are harder them 
most. This past week was fa-
ther’s day. As I sit here and 
write this column I am one 
of those who is having mixed 
emotions. My father used to 
write for this paper. It was 
one of the things that he en-
joyed and looked forward to 
do. He would talk to report-
ers from all around the coun-
try all week. He would love to 
interview sports fi gures. He 
enjoyed talking to the up and 
coming boxers.  I sit here re-
fl ecting my time with my fa-
ther. I sit here wondering how 
people have done it before me. 
I now understand what peo-
ple mean when they say they 
wish they could say one more 
thing to their fathers. There 
are times when I catch myself 
wanting to tell him something 
about a game, then I remember 
I can’t. Then I think to myself 
why not, so I tell him anyway. 
My father has taught me fam-
ily values. It is not about me, it 
is about others. Making other 
people happy. I am a father as 
well, so I sit here and I realize 
it is not just my day, it is a day 
for my daughter as well. The 
joys on her face, when I open 
the gift she has chosen for me. 
That is the real father’s day 
gift. Dad I hope you see the 
joys and smiles on my face as I 
sit here and write this article.

My father and I went to a 
lot of sporting events. We were 
covering a New York Yan-
kee Staten Island game, when 
Yankees Coach Billy Conners 
came into the press box. He 
told my father to take out his 
pad and write this name down. 
He then proceeded to explain 
that everyone on the team was 
here to help that players get to 
the next level. If one of those 
players happened to make it 
then it was a bonus for the or-
ganization. That name he told 
my father to write down was 
Bobby Canoe. 

We used to cover a lot of 
boxing shows. At this time my 
father was in a wheel chair. He 
couldn’t go up to the boxers, so 

Continued on Page 81

BY LAURA AMATO
Raheem Wilson was dis-

appointed with himself. 
He could feel the ball 

slipping through his hands 
and he couldn’t do anything 
about it. He couldn’t move 
fast enough to pick it up off 

the turf. He had fumbled the 
ball and he was mad about 
it. 

It was in that moment, 
just seconds after he saw 
the ball fall that he decided 
something; he was going to 
make up for his mistake. So 

he did. 
The Cardinal Hayes se-

nior wide receiver played 
a key role in the offense 
as New York City defeated 
Long Island 34-39 in the 21st 
Annual UnitedHealthcare 
Empire Challenge at Hofstra 

University on June 21.  
“My coaches always tell 

me to keep a clear head and 
whatever happens in the 
past is in the past,” said Wil-
son, who fi nished with 91 re-
ceiving yards. “I just came 

HAYES STARS STEP UP
IN EMPIRE CHALLENGE

Cardinal Hayes football standouts Justin Covington (1) and Raheem Wilson (80) watch from the sidelines as New York City and Long Island face off in 
the Empire Challenge on June 21. Photo by Robert Cole

Continued on Page 82
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BY LAURA AMATO
The game had been hyped up for 

days. 
There were social media posts, 

some even coming from the EBC 
Rucker Park Twitter page, and mes-
sages sent between friends. There 
was plenty of talk beforehand, but for 
St. Raymond’s basketball standouts 
Sidney Wilson and Isaiah Washing-
ton, there was only the game. 

In the end, that’s all that matters. 
Neither Wilson nor Washington let 

the pre-game hype go to their heads 
on June 20 as the duo showed, once 
again, why they’re one of the best 
basketball tandems in the city, lead-
ing the Ravens to a 74-71 victory over 
Bishop Loughlin at Rucker Park. 

“I love playing like this, it gets me 
motivated and I really like putting a 
show on for the crowd,” Washington 
said. “We don’t do anything differ-
ent. We just come out, play hard, look 
for each other and put the ball in the 
basket.”

Both Wilson and Washington have 
a jam-packed summer ahead of them 
and even the last few weeks have 

been a whilrwind of workouts, camp 
invitations and then more workouts. 
But the pair made sure that their re-
spective schedules were clear so that 
they could compete in this game. 

After all, it’s the perfect envior-
nemnt for summer hoops – an open 
air court, fl anked by fans that shout 
and scream for every big-time play. 
And Carmelo Anthony also happened 
to be there. 

“It’s fun,” Wilson said. “The crowd 
is great and it’s especially great be-
cause it’s New York City. It’s really 
fun being out here.”

Of course, while the crowd was 
certainly an appealing factor when 
it came to playing in the game, the 
game itself wasn’t a bad draw either. 

Bishop Loughlin took down St. 
Raymond’s 89-84 in January as the 
Ravens gave up the lead late in the 
game. It’s safe to say that both Wil-
son and Washington were anxious 
for a bit of on-court revenge, even if 
this latest matchup didn’t impact the 
city standings. 

“We all are close friends, but we all 
like to compete against each other,” 

Washington said. “Everybody wants 
to see who the best in the city. This 
keeps us tough and when the going 
gets tough we got to play hard and 
stick together.”

This game was no different. The 
tilt went down to the wire, with St. 
Ray’s grabbing a victory as Wash-
ington dished out the assist on the 
go-ahead basket with just seconds 
left on the clock. By the fi nal whis-
tle the soon-to-be-senior, who took 
an unoffi cial visit to Minnesota this 
week, fi nished with 22 points. Wil-

son wasn’t far behind with 18 points 
of his own. 

It was worth the hype. Wilson 
and Washington will both be back 
at Rucker whenever they’re able this 
summer because there’s good basket-
ball at Rucker and, in the end, that’s 
all the two care about. 

“We do this every game,” Wilson 
said. “If we’re playing at the park or 
playing at school, it’s just about the 
game. Now it’s just about camps, a 
couple of visits coming up and even 
a few visits.”

Join BronxWorks on June 26th for 
the organization’s annual 5K Walk/
Run at Van Cortlandt Park! Not only 
will you be supporting the organi-
zation’s community-centered mis-
sion to FEED, SHELTER, TEACH 
and SUPPORT the Bronx commu-
nity, you’ll have a blast with music, 
family activities and prizes. Regis-
tration is only $20 and the fundrais-
ing minimum is a very manageable 
$200! BronxWorks will provide tips 
and support on fundraising, along 

with bragging rights and prizes! 
Time is running out so register 

now! To sign up for the 5k or support 
an existing team, visit http://www.
bronxworks.org/the-bronxworks-
5k-runwalk . Please contact Matt 
Deakin at mdeakin@bronxworks.
org with any questions or for assis-
tance with registration. 

For those of you unable to partic-
ipate in the walk/run, BronxWorks 
hopes to see you at the park to cheer 
on the BronxWorks team members.

The BronxWorks 5k Run/Walk

The BronxWorks 5k • Sunday, June 26, 2016

Van Cortlandt Park, Bronx

Bib Pick-up: 7:30 AM • Race Start: 9:00 AM

St. Ray’s duo 
shines at Rucker

St. Raymond’s forward Sidney Wilson cuts towards the hope on June 20 as the Ravens took 
down Bishop Loughlin 74-71 at Rucker Parker. Photo by Robert Cole

St. Raymond’s point guard Isaiah Washington makes a move on his defender as the Ravens 
defeated Bishop Loughlin 74-71 at Rucker Park on June 20. Photo by Robert Cole
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BY LAURA AMATO
Samantha Rosette never cared 

about winning. 
Honestly, she didn’t. She loved the 

game, loved the thrill that came from 
sprinting up and down a soccer fi eld 
and relished the opportunity to com-
pete with her teammates at Riverdale/
Kingsbridge Academy. 

She never worried about the fi nal 
score. 

Still, Rosette had to admit that win-
ning made it all a bit more fun and, on 
June 17, surrounded by some of the 
most talented athletes in all of New 
York City, the Lady Tigers’ star won 
again. 

Rosette was one of dozens of soon-
to-be graduating seniors honored by 
the PSAL at the league’s annual Wing-
ate Awards held at the Brooklyn Mar-
riott. 

It was one fi nal victory for Rosette 
and the fi nal feather in the cap of her 
high school career. 

“It was a goal that I set for myself in 
my junior year,” Rosette said of her re-
sponse to the honor. “I really wanted to 
win it. So when I actually did win it, I 
was very, very happy. My parents were 
really proud of me.” 

Winning hasn’t always been the 
norm for Rosette and Riverdale/Kings-
bridge Academy. 

In her fi rst two seaons with the Lady 
Tigers, Rosette and the squad won just 
a single game. Then, things started 
to change and Rosette led the charge. 
During her junior year, Rosette racked 
up 32 goals and eight assists, revitializ-
ing the Riverdale/Kingsbirdge Acad-
emy program. 

She took it to the next level as a se-
nior. 

In 18 games Rosette scored a whop-
ping 53 goals and assisted on another 
18, leading the Lady Tigers to a divi-
sion title and an appearance in the 
city championship. It was a long and 
winding road, but it had all been 
worth the wait. 

“It’s defi nitely been a roller coaster 
ride,” Rosette said. “To go from being 
the bottom to the champinoship this 
year, it’s just completely opposite ends 
of the spectrum. I enjoyed every sec-
ond of it.”

Of course, Rosette wasn’t the only 

Bronx athlete honored. 
Five seniors were recognized for 

their accomplishments both on and 
off the fi eld and each of them relished 
one last moment in the high school 
spotlight. 

“It’s all about hard work and ded-
ication and what it takes to be the 
best,” Dewitt Clinton cross country 
star Aaliyah Regg Wajid said. “I want 
to be the best and I want to stay that 
way.”

Nearly all of the athletes honored 
by the league are set to continue their 

careers at the collegiate level, with 
many leaving the city behind them. 
Rosette is one of them, heading to 
the University of Virginia just over a 
week after she graduates. 

She may not have always been wor-
ried about winning, but these last few 
years have helped spark a fi erce de-
termination that she’s ready to bring 
with her in every stage of her life. 

“I’m ready for summer classes 
and the preseason,” Rosette said. “It’s 
pretty intense, but I’m excited for 
what’s next.”

Senior athletes honored at Wingate Awards

Riverdale/Kingsbridge Academy soccer standout Samantha Rosette poses with her family at the PSAL Wingate Awards at the Brooklyn 
Mariott on June 17. CNG / Laura Amato

they came to him. They would 
wait by him so they could get 
interviewed. He treated the 
amateur that same way he 
would treat the World Champ. 
Other writers saw that boxers 
would go to him fi rst. When we 
would arrive at shows the re-
porters would be sitting by my 
dad. They would wait for the 
boxers to come to him. Then 
they would get their chance 
to interview them. We were at 
one show a large group came 
walking in front of us. My fa-
ther began to yell get out of the 
way. He asked who that was. 
I told him it was Fifty Cent 
and the G-Unit. Fifty’s group 
started to yell G-Unit. Fifty 
came over to apologize for his 
group. He introduced himself 
to my dad. My dad shook his 
hand and asked him, “Who 
would name themselves half-

assed”.
Congratulations to the 

Cleveland Cavaliers on this 
year’s NBA Championship. 
The fi rst team to come back 
from behind 3-1. To do it in 
the arena that everyone had a 
hard time beating the former 
Champs. Their fi rst Cham-
pionship for the City. King 
James played a great game 
and a great series. His reward 
was NBA MVP. Watching Le-
Bron on the court after the 
game was truly amazing. Ev-
ery emotion came out on the 
fl oor. He wrote the fans a let-
ter two years ago that he was 
coming back to bring the fans 
a Championship. He did what 
he promised. Not too many 
players can deliver on their 
promises. You have to have 
great respect for the Golden 
State Warrior’s players. Many 
of them stayed on the court to 

congratulate the Cavs. That 
is one of the hardest things to 
do as a player. You fi rst reac-
tion is to be upset and want to 
leave. It is hard to watch the 
other team celebrate. In sports 
we teach the children to line 
up and shake hands. Profes-
sional sports has seemed to 
forget about the sportsman-
ship part of the game. 

This week in sports history 
in 1965 the Great Casey Sten-
gel resigns as manager of NY 
Mets. 1994 Baseball players 
voted to strike on Aug 12, 1994. 
1957 Floyd Patterson TKOs 
Tommy Jackson in 10 for 
heavyweight boxing title. 1844 
1st US yacht club - NY Yacht 
Club organized by John Cox 
Stevens and 8 friends aboard 
the Gimcrack. 1960 1st AFL 
preseason game Boston Patri-
ots defeat Bills in Buffalo (28-
7). 1990 George Steinbrenner 

is forced by Commissioner 
Fay Vincent to resign as prin-
cipal partner of NY Yankees.

Yankee’s organization has 
some big decision to make. 
Are they serious about this 
season or do they rebuild? 
They have problems at fi rst 
base. The San Diego Padres 
have made it known that they 
are willing to trade Wil My-
ers as they look to improve 
for next year. You might 
think he has no place on the 
team going forward, but with 
Teixeira set for free agency at 
the end of the year and Greg 
Bird out with shoulder sur-
gery, the Yankees will need 
a fi rst baseman. Dustin Ack-
ley’s torn shoulder labrum. 
When Dustin returns from 
his vacation, the Yanks can 
move Myers to the DH posi-
tion. A-Rod will be done as a 
Yankee. 

Met’s trade rumors might 
have Jose Reyes coming 
back home. Do you still have 
his jersey? The 33-year-old 
Reyes, whom the Rockies 
designated for assignment. 
He would bring some speed 
to the team. The Mets team 
with the fewest stolen bases 
in the National League (13).  
If Reyes would return to 
Queens Neil Walker would 
have to move to third base for 
the injured fan favorite David 
Wright. Jose would go to sec-
ond base. When Reyes played 
for the Mets 2003-2011 he stole 
380 times and was a four time 
All-Star. 

If there is something that 
you might like to see in up-
coming articles or if you 
might like to make a com-
ment you can do so by e-mail-
ing me at sconnolly103@op-
tonline.net.

Pipe Dreams
from Page 79
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out after the fumble 100 percent. I 
just kept going with it.”

Wilson, an East Stroudsburg Uni-
versity commit, did his city and his 
school proud, bouncing back after 
the early game miscue and settling 
into NYC’s offensive scheme. 

He hit his stride in the second 
quarter, hauling in a pair of passes 
that helped spark the squad and 
reset his mindset. Wilson wran-
gled a 47-yard bomb from quartber-
ack Sharif Harris-Legree, fi ghting 
through three defenders along the 
way, before capping off the NYC 
drive with an eight-yard touchdown 
catch. 

He held onto the ball that time. 
“We just got a lot of reps in at 

practice,” Wilson said of playing 
with Harris-Legree. “We had a lot 
of keys and signals that we told our-
selves.”

Wilson wasn’t the only Cardinal 
Hayes star making plays at Hofstra. 

Cardinals’ free safety Timothy 
Poindexter was a force in the sec-
ondary, piling up hits and breaking 
up a handful of Long Island pass at-
tempts. 

“I had some good players this 
year,” said Hayes coach C.J. O’Neil, 
who also served as the NYC head 
coach. “What’s even more of an 
honor is Cardinal Hayes has got 15 

of its 15 seniors going on to play col-
lege football next year. I couldn’t be 
prouder of watching them develop 
and grow and really making names 
for themselves.”

Meanwhile, back on the offensive 
side of the ball, Hayes running back 
and Villanova committ Justin Cov-
ington started rolling as the min-
utes continued to tick away, tying 
up the game on a three-yard dash 
with 13:48 left to play. He fi nished 
with a game-high 60 yards rushing 
and two touchdowns, a key offensive 
cog in the highest-scoring Empire 
Challenge game in history. 

“I think we used our speed to 
the best we could,” Covington said. 
“Long Island is a pretty big team 
and I felt like we just used our speed 
and tempo to wear them down. We 
just kept pushing, fi ghting and 
working our way and things kept 
happening.”

It’s a huge victory for New York 
City, particularly after rumors 
swirled that the game would be can-
celled if the squad couldn’t pull off a 
win. These players wanted to prove 
a point and, in the end, that’s ex-
actly what they did. 

“This win is monumental,” Wil-
son said. “We just came in with the 
mentalityt hat we have to win and 
it’s going to be on us if we continue 
NYC vs. Long Island.” 

Cardinal Hayes stars step 
up in Empire Challenge

from Page 79

Cardinal Hayes wide receiver Rasheem Wilson hauls in a pass as New York City defeated 
Long Island 39-34 in the Empire Challenge at Hofstra University on June 21. 
 Photo by Robert Cole
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has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
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GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start HcG  
Weight Loss Program

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 

OUR CLEAN START 
PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
SPRING INTO SHAPE FOR THE SUMMER
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BronxNet executive director 
said that the discussion was 
held to benefi t the voters of the 
13th Congressional District, 
which encompasses 150,000 
borough voters in the north-
western part of the borough. 

Bronx portion of the dis-
trict includes Van Cortlandt 
Village, Bedford Park, Kings-
bridge, University Heights, 
Norwood and Fordham. 

“The issues that were 
brought up were important to 
raise civic awareness,” said 
Knobbe. “It is about fostering 
informed constituencies, shar-
ing information and having 
the candidates have a voice 
on the network of the people of 
the Bronx.” 

The executive director said 

Congressional debate on BronxNet
From page 1

he believes the more opportu-
nities for people to get access 
to information about elec-
tions, the more informed their 
decisions are. 

Among the topics covered 
during the hour-long debate, 
including questions devel-
oped by Axelbank and pro-
ducer Yeila Lluberes, were 
affordable housing, Rangel’s 
legacy, immigration, how to 
encourage development with-
out bringing about gentrifi ca-
tion, Republican control of the 
House of Representatives and 
military policy. 

The debate at BronxNet fea-
tured fewer candidates than in 
a previous AARP-sponsored 
debate in Manhattan, which 
may be a good feature of the 
BronxNet forum, said Laura 

Altschuler of the League of 
Women Voters.  

“There was the give and 
take between the candidates, 
and you learned more about 
the candidates that way,” she 
said. 

The lone Republican did 
not get invited to the debate 
because he does not have a 
primary.

Axelbank said that he was 
happy to have the help of the 
borough’s news organizations 
and the League of Women Vot-
ers. 

While he makes all fi nal 
decisions himself, their input 
was appreciated. 

“Especially tonight where 
there were a lot of issues, 
(Altschuler) and the league’s 

expertise was incredibly valu-
able,” said Axelbank. 

“Over the 21 years of that 
I have been doing this…hav-
ing professional and experi-
enced people who can advise 
and support, not only helps 

me and the station, but makes 
the democratic process in the 
Bronx much stronger.”  

The program will air on 
BronxNet prior to the pri-
mary frequently, and can also 
be seen on bronxnet.org.

The debate moderator Gary Axelbank (c) with the Congressional candi-
dates who took part in the forum. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Neighbors rally against group home
From page 1
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Bieder. “The agencies that are 
opening these homes should 
introduce their clients to the 
community; I think that would 
make a world of difference.” 

Bieder said that with the 
lack of information he could 
understand the homeowner’s 
concerns. A group home has 
operated on his block for years 
and they have been great 
neighbors, he added. 

Another CB 10 member, 
Andrew Chirico, opposed 
the plan because he believes 
the fair market value of the 
home in question is closer to 
$400,000. He believes that the 

clients will not be from the 
community. 

Graff Avenue neighbor So-
nia Capifali shared Chirico’s 
sentiment about the purchase 
price, saying that “the state of 
New York is making this in-
vestment and it is fi scally irre-
sponsible.” 

She added that the group 
home plan was an unfair bur-
den on her block. 

One of several board mem-
bers to vote in favor of the 
home was Irene Guanill. 

Guanill said that she has 
a 32-year-old nephew with a 
developmental disability and 
her family is searching for a 

group home for him. 
Guanill said she was grate-

ful for group homes because 
people with developmental 
disabilities can now live on 
their own with the necessary 
supervision. 

Local businessman John 
Cerini said that he and sev-
eral others had knocked on 
doors on Graff Avenue to in-
form the community about the 
vote. He expressed his opposi-
tion to the proposal during the 
meeting. 

The Graff Avenue group 
home had previously been dis-
cussed at a CB 10 hearing on 
Tuesday, June 7, where it did 

not appear have signifi cant 
opposition. 

Another group home pro-
posal by Daybreak Indepen-
dent Services that was also on 
the agenda on June 7, slated 
for 3206 Middletown Road, 
has been withdrawn on June 
23, according to a letter read 
by CB 10 chairman Martin 
Prince. 

(Right) A house 276 Graff Avenue is 
the site of a proposed group home 
that has stirred up controversy. CB 
10 voted against it in an advisory 
role. Community News Group / Patrick 
Rocchio
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NOW OPEN!

2016 Bronxdale Ave Suite 301 
(Between Holland Ave & Antin Pl)

 ONE-DAY

FREE 
PASS 
TO NEW YORK 

SPORTS CLUB 

(Bronxdale Location ONLY).  

 Offer Expires July 30th 2016.

Call to make an appointment:

718.220.2020
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Primary Health Care for the Entire Family
Most Insurance Plans Accepted including Medicaid/Commercial/Medicare/Union and VA 

Self-Pay-Sliding-Scale Program for the Uninsured 

www.uchcbronx.org

Present this advertisement 
at the t ime of your visit  and receive a

Hablamos Español

UNION COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER @UCHC_Bronx UCHCBRONX




