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3rd fatality at East
Tremont Ave. location

Group home 
loses site to 

a third party

13th District Congressional 
primary Tuesday, June 28

High Flying Fashion
Bronx Fashion Week kept it stylish with its high fl ying ‘The Butterfl y Effect’ 
fashion show on Sunday, June 5 at the Bronx Museum of the Arts. The 
fashion showcase served as the offi cial launch of Bronx Fashion Week’s 
2016 season.Event hostess Rebecca Gitana Torres (l) and Miss Southeast 
Florida 2017 Bianca Silva brought the star power to the high fashion cele-
bration.         Photo by Aracelis Batista

HIT-AND RUN DRIVER
KILLS BX. BICYCLIST

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A hit-and-run incident re-

cently claimed the life of a 
26-year-old over the weekend.

On Saturday, June 11, just af-
ter 12:40 a.m., the 45th Precinct 
responded to a motor vehicle 
accident in the vicinity of East 
Tremont Avenue and Mayfl ower 
Avenue, which resulted in the 
death of cyclist Giovanni ‘Gio’ 
Nin.

Nin, a Freeman Avenue resi-
dent and a FedEx employee, was 
found lying on the street with se-
vere trauma to his body when po-
lice offi cers arrived at the scene. 
Emergency medical services re-

sponders pronounced Nin dead 
at the scene.

NYPD’s Highway Unit’s Col-
lision Investigation Squad de-
termined that Nin was headed 
northbound on East Tremont Av-
enue when he was struck by a ve-
hicle, while attempting to cross 
the street mid-block.

Nin was heading to his girl-
friend’s house between work 
shifts. He was employed at the 
FedEx shipping center on Zerega 
Avenue.

Witnesses claim Nin was hit 
by a silver BMW X5 (from the 
early 2000s), traveling south-

4BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A plan to locate a controver-

sial group home in Spencer Estate  
appears to be dead on arrival. 

Daybreak Independent Ser-
vices appeared before a Commu-
nity Board 10 public hearing to 
discuss the proposed group home 
at 3206 Middletown Road, across 
from Pelham Bay Park’s Rice Sta-
dium, on Tuesday, June 7. 

Daybreak’s siting was met 
with strong resistance from sev-
eral Spencer Estate residents.

After the hearing, on Tuesday, 
June 14, the real estate broker 
who was handling the transaction 
informed CB 10 that Daybreak’s 
purchase of the property was not 
happening, said Kenneth Kearns, 
CB 10 district manager. 

Kearns said the item was be-
ing removed from the Thursday, 
June 16 monthly board meeting’s 
agenda. 

“(The group home) does not 
look likely,” he said of the plan, 
adding he had yet to receive offi -
cial notice from Daybreak. 

Daybreak has not responded to 
requests for comment on the sud-
den sale of the corner property to 
another party.

Alan Carena, Spencer Estate 
Civic Association president, said 
that based on the community’s re-
action on June 7, he believes the 
latest news to be a positive devel-
opment. 

“It looks like it is out, and they 
are going to try to place it at an-
other location,” said Carena. “Just 
from listening to what happened 
(at the meeting), with so many in-
dividuals so adamantly against 
it, I guess it is a good thing that it 
is not going to happen.”

Carena also said that the prop-
erty’s cost, at $665,000, could raise 
concerns about how tax money is 
spent. 

The sale prince and costly 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 13th Congressional Dis-

trict Democratic primary is ap-
proaching, and the race couldn’t 
be more crowded. 

Seven Democrats are running 
in the primary for a seat that en-
compasses a broad swath of the 
northwest Bronx, as  well as up-
per Manhattan which has been 
represented for 42 years by retir-
ing Congressman Charles Ran-
gel. 

Democratic party primary 
voters in the 13th District will go 

the polls  on Tuesday, June 28. 
Running to replace Rangel 

are well-known personalities 
Ambassador Suzan Johnson 
Cook, Senator Adriano Espaillat, 
Michael Gallagher, Assembly-
man Guillermo Linares, former 
Assemblyman Adam Clayton 
Powell IV, Sam Sloan, former 
Democratic National Committee 
director Clyde Williams, and As-
semblyman Keith Wright. 

The June winner will face off 
against local attorney Tony Ev-
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The Time  
Is Now!

  Exciting Majors Including: Occupational Therapy, Nursing, Physician Assistant, Aviation, 
and Pharmaceutical Science 

 Research and Internship Opportunities at the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
 Get a High-Value Education at an Affordable Cost

Why York?

Visit our website: www.york.cuny.edu/admissions

You can still register for the fall 2016 semester!

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Studies will soon be conducted 

to modernize the world’s largest 
wholesale produce market.

Last week, Empire State De-
velopment announced that feasi-
bility studies will be conducted 
at the Hunts Point Terminal Pro-
duce Market to fi nd ways to keep 
the facility competitive in the re-
gion as well and comply with fed-
eral food-safety standards.

The necessary engineering 
studies, which will be conducted 
by the Hunts Point Terminal Pro-
duce Cooperative Association, 
will determine the feasibility 
and cost estimates of renovating 
existing buildings as opposed to 
constructing new infrastructure 
for the facility.

These changes will be neces-
sary, if the market, which em-
ploys 10,000 people and gener-
ates $2.4 billion in annual sales, 
wants to ensure that it complies 
with current and future federal 
food regulations as well as stay 
competitive with other produce 
markets in other northeast cit-
ies such as Boston and Philadel-
phia.

The study, which is expected 
to be completed by September 

HP Terminal Produce Market study OK’d

Hunts Point Terminal Produce Market Photo courtesy of Hunts Point Terminal Produce Market

2016, was provided with a $250,000 
Regional Economic Development 
Council grant by ESD.

“My offi ce welcomes this much 
needed study made possible by 
(ESD),” said Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. “This market is 
one of our largest employers (in 

the Bronx) and an economic de-
velopment engine that drives this 
entire region. It is important that 
we take a strong look at the mar-
ket and plan for a stronger, safer 
and more fruitful future for busi-
nesses and the thousands of work-
ers employed within.”

“This market is home to 
thousands of jobs, and facility 
upgrades would signifi cantly 
increase capacity, revenue and 
employment,” said Senator Jeff 
Klein.

“This market has been putting 
food on our tables and creating 

jobs in this region for decades,” 
said ESD president and commis-
sioner Howard Zemsky. “With up-
graded facilities, it will continue 
to provide a marketplace for local 
farmers for years to come.”

“For the past 50 years, the 
market has been a vital engine of 
commerce in the south Bronx,” 
said Hunts Point Terminal Pro-
duce Cooperative Association co-
president Joel Fierman. “Thanks 
to ESD, we will have a realistic 
look at how best to ensure we re-
main competitive, retain and ex-
pand our employment footprint 
and evolve to meet the needs in 
the Bronx and the city.”

“It is our intention to keep the 
market here in the Bronx,” said 
Hunts Point Terminal Produce 
Cooperative Assocation co-presi-
dent Joseph Palumbo. “Much like 
the Yankees, this is our home - 
and with the state’s help we can 
remain here.” 

Currently, the 113-acre, one-
million square foot Hunts Point 
Terminal Produce Market re-
ceives 210 million packages of 
fruits and vegetables from 55 
countries and 49 states and feeds 
an estimated population of 23 mil-
lion people.
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2016

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2016!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593

Rates
1/8 PAGE

(4.3”X2.78”)

$225
1/4 PAGE

(4.3”X5.69”)

$425
1/2 PAGE

(8.75”X5.69”)

$675
FULL PAGE

(8.75”X11.5”)

$1098

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on June 24, 2016.

Gianna Dell’Olio
BronxWorks

Tiffany Warren
Omnicom Group

Effi e Ardizzone
NYC Department of

Environmental Protection

Hetty Fox
Community Activist

Joyce A. Rivera
St. Ann’s Corner

of Harm Reduction

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson
Eastchester Heights
Community Center

Catherine Praino
Sisters, Servants of Mary Auxiliary 

Jessica Zufall
Special Citizens Futures Unlimited

Joyce Higginson Davis
Mid-Bronx Council Services

Nicole Perrino
Team Bronx Mama

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch
82nd Assembly Female

District Leader

Andrea Siegel
Pelham Parkway

Neighborhood Association

Avril Francis
WVIP FM Radio/BronxNet

Linda Cunningham
Artist

Debra Arles
St. Joseph School for the Deaf

Chrys Napolitano
Columnist, Food for Thought

Lynne Greco
Educator

Meiling Viera Delgado
Friends of Crotona Park

Leenda Bonilla
Artist

Evern Gillard-Randolph
Producer/Playwright/Lyricist

Olga Luz Tirado
Bronx Tourism Council

Peggy Robles Alvarado
Poet

Zelideth Diaz Hatch
Educator

Giselle Melendez Susca
Former Executive Director of 

Kingsbridge Heights Community Center

Maria Aponte
Founder, Latina Fifty-Plus
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From page 1

Hit-and-run kills cyclist; 3rd fatality at E. Tremont Ave. location

Video footage of the silver BMW X5 at the scene. Photo courtesy of the 45th Precinct

The electronic message board 
set up by the NYPD, near where 
Nin was hit. 
 Steven Goodstein /CNG

From page 1

Group home loses site to a third party

The group home proposal for Middletown Road is causing some 
controversy. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

bound. The driver of the 
vehicle did not remain at 
the scene. 

The NYPD confi rmed, 
as of press time, that no ar-
rests have been made and 
that the investigation is 
ongoing.

The NYPD also released 
a video of the vehicle, 
which received damage 
to its front right bumper, 
hood and windshield.

The following day, the 
NYPD set up an electronic 
message board where Nin 
was hit, which read: “ANY 
INFO, CALL 1-800-577-
TIPS”, encouraging any-
body with information to 
call the NYPD Crime Stop-
pers Hotline. 

Tips can also be sub-
mitted online by logging 
onto the Crime Stoppers 
website at www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com or by 
texting their tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) and entering 
TIP577.

This stretch of East 
Tremont Avenue has been 
subject to several fatal ac-

cidents over the past few 
years.

 In October 2013, 74-year-

old Angel Figueroa was 
struck and killed by three 
cars between Mayfl ower 
and Puritan avenues while 
trying to cross the road-
way, not far from where 
Nin was hit.

The frequency of acci-
dents at this location is a 
major concern of area resi-
dents .

“Drivers have to slow 
down when they drive 
through this area because 
the street bends and has 
multiple blind spots,” said 
John Cerini, president at 
Bronx Tax Man, who dis-
tributed ‘One Death On Our 
Streets Is Too Many - Slow 
Down’ fl yers to drivers on 
the two-year anniversary 
of Figueroa’s death. 

“We need better solu-
tions on main streets like 
this one - such as speed 
cameras, extra lighting 
and extra signage, to pre-
vent these incidents from 
taking place in the fu-
ture.”

“This particular stretch 
of East Tremont Avenue, 
which has claimed at least 

two lives in the last three 
years, is one of the worst 
stretches in this area,” said 
Councilman James Vacca. 

“It’s a shame - a prime 
example of somebody who 
is working hard and mak-
ing the most of their life 
and then somebody comes 
and just takes it away,” 
said Mary Jane Musano, 
president of the Waterbury 

LaSalle Community Asso-
ciation. “What kind of per-
son would do this and com-
pletely disregard somebody 
else’s life? ”

“Cyclists always have to 
worry about reckless driv-
ers,” said Bob Bider, the 
45th Precinct Community 
Council president. “How-
ever, it’s always important 
for cyclists to wear appro-

priate gear, especially at 
night, including helmets, 
bright clothing and refl ec-
tors, so drivers know they 
are there. ”

A GoFundMe page was 
started to raise money and 
help Nin’s family with fu-
neral expenses, which has 
not yet been arranged. 
However, the goal of $12,000 
was met in just three days.

renovations needed to con-
vert the 3-family home into 
a group home also raised 
a red fl ag for local activist 
Mary Jane Musano. 

One of the neighbors who 
spoke at the meeting, David 
Levine, said that he opposed 
the residential property be-
coming mixed use. 

“There are a lot of areas 
that are right across the 
(Bruckner Expressway)  in 
Pelham Bay that are zoned 
for mixed use,” he said 

The group home seemed 
like something that was 
forced on the Spencer Estate 
community, and it was not 
fully thought out, he said. 

Community boards 

have 40 days from the time 
they are notifi ed to present 
comments, and the public 
hearing was designed to be 
informational. 

As part of the effort to 
notify the public, Kearns 
said CB 10 mailed 102 let-
ters, ran announcements in 
the Bronx Times and posted 
to Facebook about the June 
7 hearing. 

It was the second time 
Daybreak Independent Ser-
vices has failed in its ef-
forts to open a group home 
in  CB10.

 The proposed facility 
will be home to six adults 
with intellectual disabili-
ties and autism.

According to offi cials 

from the organization at 
the hearing on June 7, a site 
proposed on Buttrick Av-
enue in Throggs Neck was 
withdrawn after the house 
was found to have struc-
tural issues. 

This would be the fi rst 
group home that Daybreak 
has operated, which also 
raised concerns at the hear-
ing. 

Daybreak has experi-
ence operating day pro-
grams, including one in 
Woodlawn. 

“This would have been 
the fi rst 24-hour group 
home for this group and I 
don’t believe they have the 
experience or ability to run 
this kind or operation,” said 

local activist Andrew Chir-
ico, who was at the hearing. 

“If they had opened this 
group home in our neigh-
borhood, it would have been 
a test case for them and that 

One of the proposed group 
home sites is 276 Graff Avenue. 
 Community News Group / Patrick 
Rocchio

could have been a disaster.” 
Another group home, 

proposed for 276 Graff Av-
enue by Services for the 
Underserved, is still on the 
agenda for June 16. 
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7th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 - 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2016
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
              Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Tiffany Warren

Effie Ardizzone

Hetty Fox

Joyce A. Rivera

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson

Catherine Praino

Jessica Zufall

Nicole Perrino

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch

Andrea Siegel

Avril Francis

Linda Cunningham

Chrys Napolitano

Lynne Greco

Leenda Bonilla

Evern Gillard-Randolph

Olga Luz Tirado

Peggy Robles Alvarado

Giselle Melendez Susca

Maria Aponte

Keynote Speaker:
Lieutenant Governor 

Kathleen Hochul
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The Throggs Neck Merchants Association transformed East Tremont Avenue into a spring spectacular during its annual Throggs Neck Street Fair on Saturday, June 4. The streets were fi lled to the 
brim with excitement as residents enjoyed arts and crafts, listening to music performances by Just Nuts School students, hitching a ride on a historic trolley, face painting and other fun activi-
ties for the whole family.  (l-r) Throggs Neck Merchants Association’s Ed Angelino, vice president; Cori-Ann Roublick , Christopher Cohn; Jenny Colon; Stephen Kaufman, president; Gerri Colon, 
board member; Joe Pucci, Diana Pucci; Lane Rozena; Evan Kaufman; Brian Kaufman and Lane Rozena and Angela Molininni.  (Left Insert) Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corps members (l-r) 
Christopher Nazario, Erika Newsome, Laura Lech, Brian Dunn, Adam Schoenstein with ‘Buffy’ the demo dummy. (Right Insert) Noah Aguilar dined on a carmel peanut covered apple offered at the 
‘Brew Coffeehouse’ table. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

A Spr ing Spe c t a c u l a rA Spr ing Spe c t a c u l a r

T hr og g s Ne c k Me r c ha nt s Ass oc ia t ionT hr og g s Ne c k Me r c ha nt s Ass oc ia t ion

(Right) Vic Sabatino 
(back, l), Just Nuts 
guitarist and vocal-
ist, Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto 
(2nd on l) and Mark 
Doyle (3rd on l), Just 
Nuts guitarist and 
vocalist, rocked out 
with the Just Nuts 
Youth Band. Photo by 
Walter Pofeldt

(Left) Sharon Camil-
leri (l) and Rosanne 
Scocozza helped 
brighten everyone’s 
day at the ‘Got Hair’ 
table. Photo by Walter 
Pofeldt
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FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes

All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:

June 27th 11am- 3:30pm

June 29th 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  

June 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:

Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  

Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA

New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program

www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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Parade participants sought shelter from the day’s sudden downpour. Photo by Miriam Quin (l-r) Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade president Ruben Rios; Assemblyman Michael Blake, Sena-
tor Gustavo Rivera; District Attorney Darcel Clark; 78th Assembly District State Committeeman 
Kenny Agosto and Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade chairman Francisco Gonzalez.  
            Photo by Miriam Quin

Cars and fl oats displaying the borough’s Puerto Rican pride traveled through the Grand Con-
course. Photo by Miriam Quin

Parade co-host Eddie Claudio, Jr. was delighted to see Gloria Rodriguez, 2010 Ms. Bronx Puerto 
Rican Day Parade Pageant second princess and pageant coordinator, at the parade.  
           Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Ruben Rios; Ms. Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade second princess Carmen Soto and Erick 
Salgado, pageant fl oat sponsor, enjoyed this year’s parade. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Pre-Teen Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade second princess Ciara Aviles, Miss Bronx Puerto Rican 
Parade Reinado Infantil second princess Jayleen Vazquez, Infantil queen Kayla Cordero, Pre-Teen 
queen Briana Perez, Infantil fi rst princess Tatiana Ocasio and Pre-Teen fi rst princess Arilya Hidalgo 
waved to passer-bys while traveling in style. Photo by Miriam Quin

The Boogie Down’s Boricua pride was on full display at this year’s Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade. Commemorating 30 years, the annual parade hosted by the Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade, Inc. and 
La Sorsa Automotive Group was held on Sunday, June 5 at the Grand Concourse. The day’s inclement weather did not deter Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade pageant winners, local elected offi cials, 
residents and parade groups from celebrating.  The parade procession stretched from East 192nd Street’s Poe Cottage to Van Cortlandt Avenue East.

30th Annual Bronx
Puerto Rican Day Parade
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Local elected offi cials joined 500 residents in honoring distinguished Puerto Rican trailblazers helping to better our borough. Hosted by Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr., assembly members Marcos Crespo, 
Luis Sepulveda and Michael Blake and Councilman Rafael Salamanca, the annual ‘Abrazo Boricua in New York’ was celebrated on Thursday, June 9 at Maestro’s Caterers to honor fi ve distinguished 
members of the Puerto Rican community. This year’s leaders included Congressman Jose Serrano; Paloma Izquierdo-Hernandez, Urban Health Plan CEO; Bronx County Supreme Court Justice Lucindo 
Suarez; Luis Torres, C.S. 55 principal and Julia Cruz, Community Board 2 second vice chairwoman. Each honoree received citations of merit and proclamations.

‘Abrazo Boricua In New York’ Honors Puerto Rican Leaders

Luis Torres (3rd on l), C.S. 55 principal, proudly accepted his proclamations and citations from 
(l-r) Assembly members Crespo and Blake, Borough President Diaz, Assemblyman Sepulveda and 
Councilman Salamanca. Photo by Miriam Quin

Paloma Izquierdo-Hernandez (3rd on l), Urban Health Plan CEO, graciously accepted her citations 
and proclamations from the elected offi cials.   Photo by Miriam Quin

Musical artist ECSalero entertained this year’s guests with a memorable performance. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Councilman Salamanca, Assemblyman Crespo, 2016 Queen of the Universe Miss Puerto Rico 
Gloria Sophia, assembly members Sepulveda and Blake. Photo by Miriam Quin

Councilman Salamanca (l) and Borough President Diaz presented Julia Cruz, Community Board 2 
second vice chairwoman, her awards. Photo by Miriam Quin

Ms. Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade Women’s Pageant winners (l) Dona Carmen, 2005 fi rst prin-
cess, and Carmen Soto, second princess, enjoyed celebrating the evening’s festivities.  
             Photo by Miriam Quin
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A pastor that left an impact on 

his Tremont community was hon-
ored with a street co-naming just 
yards from his church. 

The late Rev. Abner Bernard 
Duncan, who founded the First 
Glorious Church and was its 
shepherd for 57 years, was rec-
ognized for his efforts with a cer-
emonial street sign at the corner 
of East 180th Street and Arthur 
Avenue. 

Friends, family, relatives and 
members of the church joined 
Councilman Ritchie Torres in un-
veiling the lasting tribute. 

“Rev. Duncan was a conse-
quential public servant,” said 
Torres. “As a man of faith he was 
consequential insofar that he was 
the founder of the fi rst Pentecos-
tal church in the Bronx, He was a 
man who not only preached faith 
in the pews, but who took it out 
onto the street.”  

Duncan was remembered dur-
ing the moving ceremony as be-
ing one of the fi rst people to work 
with fi rst responders at the Happy 
Land arson fi re in 1990 at an un-
licensed night club  on Southern 
Boulevard, as well as a partici-

Street co-naming honors Rev. Duncan 
pant in the 1963 March on Wash-
ington D.C. for civil rights with 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and 
a man who counseled those who 
lost loved ones to gun violence and 
held vigils at the sites of shoot-
ings. 

According to the councilman, 
Duncan was a community activ-
ist who participated in a success-
ful effort to have University Av-
enue renamed in memory of Dr. 
King, and was a strong advocate 
for pedestrian safety, organizing 
residents to hold rallies calling 
on the NYC Department of Trans-
portation to install stop sings on 
Loring Place after several pedes-
trians were hit by cars. 

Rev. Ronald Hare, First Glo-
rious’ current pastor, said that 
he was encouraged to attend the 
church by his wife and by Rev. 
Duncan.  

Duncan founded First Glorious 
in his Washington Avenue apart-
ment, said Hare. He said the elder 
pastor was a mentor to him. 

Hare recalled that he was driv-
ing to the church to drop his wife 
off at services, when he was en-
couraged to come inside by Dun-
can. 

“He had such a unique way of 

preaching,” said Duncan, adding 
that he could preach without look-
ing at the scripture, and said he 
had the gift of healing. 

“The church is a lasting legacy 
to the community,” said Duncan.

 The congregation is working 
to be more involved in the com-
munity, and would like to add bi-
lingual services as soon as pos-

sible, he said. 
Duncan offi ciated at over 2,000 

funerals and almost as many wed-
dings, said Hare. 

Duncan’s grandson Rashad 
Robinson, the church’s minister 
of music, recalled that his grand-
father was a true missionary, who 
would visit the sick in their homes, 
whether nearby or far away. 

“He was well-respected in the 
community,” said Robinson. 

An attendee at the unveiling 
ceremony for the new street sign, 
Elizabeth Thompson, recalled 
that Duncan was a comfort to her 
when her son was killed by gun 
violence in 1993.

“He gave me a lot of hope,” she 
said. 

(l-r) Elizabeth Thompson, Carol Atkins, Deloris Robinson, Rev. Ronald Hare and Rashad Robinson celebrate the street co-
naming with Councilman Ritchie Torres. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Traffi c congestion has become 

the major issue on White Plains 
Road.

According to local residents 
and merchants, traffi c has become 
the number one issue on White 
Plains Road, even after road traf-
fi c safety project Vision Zero and 
other safety enhancements were 
implemented for a stretch of the 
corridor to improve traffi c fl ow 
less than two years ago.

The bumper-to-bumper traffi c 
between Bronxdale and Waring 
avenues during rush hours has be-
come insane.

Vehicles are stuck in the same 
spot for as long as 20 minutes, wait-
ing for the traffi c to break up.

Double parked cars and trucks, 
which eliminate a travel lane, are 
contributing to the havoc. 

Another contributing factor is 
the result of Vision Zero, which 
reduced the the number of travel 
lanes from four down to two on 
White Plains Road from East 
Tremont to Birchall avenues. 

The inconveniences caused by 
this ‘moving parking lot’ are end-
less - delayed commutes, blocked 
intersections and, unquestionably, 

Vision Zero has negative impact on White Plains Rd.
road rage. 

In certain cases, vehicles can’t 
move for emergency vehicles that 
need to pass through.

When Vision Zero, which also 
reduced the city’s speed limit from 
30 to 25 miles per hour to increase 
safety, was implemented in Sep-
tember of 2014, residents and mer-
chants on White Plains Road never 
expected the resulting traffi c mess.

“The traffi c in this area has re-
sulted in a lot of chaos - and there 
needs to be a solution,” said local 
resident Raphael Schweizer, who 
said that there should be more in-
vestments in quicker, more accessi-
ble public transportation to relieve 
the congestion.

“We trusted in this initiative but 
it’s defi nitely not working in our 
best interest,” said Joe Bombace, a 
local resident who has lived in the 
area for over six decades. “Adjust-
ments need to be made quickly, as 
we can’t keep living with this situ-
ation and sweeping it under the 
rug.”

Bombace added that part of 
the issue is linked to the entrance 
of Con Edison’s national cable 
research facility, located at 1650 
White Plains Road. 

At around 3 or 4 p.m., traffi c dra-
matically increases when the facil-
ity’s workforce heads home. 

A Con Edison spokesperson 
said that employees are encouraged 
to arrive to work early so they can 
leave early and therefore avoid the 
traffi c congestion.

“This Vision Zero street calm-
ing plan has been anything but 
calming and has nearly doubled the 
daily commute,” said Bernadette 
Ferrara, president of the Van Nest 
Neighborhood Alliance, who met 
with Community Board 11 about 
the issue in March. “Other future 
concerns for this stretch include 
a new school (P.S. 481) and a new 
Metro North station - more people 
means more cars!”

Vision Zero has not been a com-
plete ‘failure’, however, as the proj-
ect has resulted in new pedestrian 
crosswalks at various corners 
along the corridor.

“The pedestrian crosswalks 
have defi nitely been a positive re-
sult of the Vision Zero project - espe-
cially for seniors,” said Joe Thomp-
son, executive director of the White 
Plains Road BID, who said he is 
also pushing for a ‘left turn only’ 
sign on Lydig Avenue. “However, 

we still have cars blocking inter-
sections, waiting for more than one 
light, making u-turns - it’s absolute 
craziness.”

Ferrara, along with Bombace 

Traffi c congestion on the northbound side of White Plains Road approaching Pel-
ham Parkway South. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

and CB11, confi rmed that a Vision 
Zero meeting would take place at 
CB11’s offi ce, 1741 Colden Avenue, 
on Friday, June 17 at 9:30 a.m. to re-
view their concerns.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The NYC School Construction Author-

ity’s attempt to address Community Board 
10’s complaints regarding the construction 
of P.S. 14’s annex, did not resolve any issues 
. 

CB 10 received the responses to their 
concerns on Thursday, June 9. 

Among the topics covered were the po-
tential impact on Schneider-Sampson Park, 
the location of an onsite fi eld offi ce during 
the three-year project, and a traffi c study of 
the streets surrounding the school. 

“The school will have 21 new instruc-
tional spaces,” the SCA response stated, “to 
help alleviate existing over-utilization and 
accommodate anticipated growth in the 
community.” 

The Waterbury LaSalle Community 
Association argues that the proposed ad-
dition is too large and is calling on SCA to 
halt the bidding until a traffi c study can be 
conducted to measure the effect of the com-
pleted project on local roads, said WLCA 
board member Andrew Chirico. 

“I would like to see their experts come 
up with something before construction be-
gins,” said Chirico. 

He said that parents picking up and drop-
ping off students on Crosby Avenue, often 
create traffi c tie-ups for a nearby fi rehouse 
and a supermarket, and that he expects the 
parking needs of construction-related vehi-

SCA answers P.S. 14 annex questions
cles to only intensify the problem. 

The SCA responded to  CB 10’s request 
for a traffic study of Crosby and Holly-
wood avenues and Bruckner Boulevard 
by stating that they have informed the 
NYC Department of Transportation of its 
plans.

Musano, herself an educator, said that 
she is opposed to the size of the project in 
part because children would have to en-
dure three years of construction noise. 

“That three years can really affect a 
child’s learning ability,” she said, adding 
that many students suffer from Attention 
Defi cit Disorder or simply have trouble fo-
cusing, even when it is quiet. 

The SCA stated that its  “contractor 
will adhere to the requirements of the NYC 
Noise Code and other relevant statutes” and 
ensure that the contractor is made aware of 
any school-based activities. 

The authority also stated that they 
would host regular meetings with its team, 
the school’s principal, and the United Fed-
eration of Teachers chapter president at the 
school as part of its protocol. 

Bob Bieder, chairman of CB 10’s Youth 
and Education Committee, said that the 
plan had been presented to the District 8 
Community Education Council when it was 
in its design phase, prior to it reaching CB 
10. 

“My personal feeling is once (the SCA) 

spent all this money and it is out to design, 
it is too late,” said Bieder, adding that is-
sues related to parking and where the stag-
ing area for the project will be located will 
have to be worked out. 

CB 10 district manager Kenneth Kearns 
said that the SCA is not a mayoral agency, 
but an ‘authority,’ and because of this they 
are not required to do outreach or speak to 

anyone other than agencies or elected offi -
cials. 

The SCA meet regularly with Council-
man James Vacca, who supports the project 
in its current form.

“We are trying to make SCA sensitive to 
the fact that they should talk to us as well,” 
he said, acknowledging the community’s 
questions and concerns. 

An overview of the existing building and the footprint of the planned new building at P.S. 14 is shown 
here.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A social services organization recently 

teamed up with the state and city to build a 
new housing development.

On Monday, June 6, The Center for Ur-
ban Community Services joined the state 
and city and held a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony to launch the new supportive hous-
ing residence that will continue a trend of 
rebuilding the lives of homeless Bronxites.

The development, named the Sydelle 
and located at 600 E. 181st Street, provides 
107 units for individuals and families with 
low income and/or special needs.

The Sydelle offers 42 studios with kitch-
enettes and bathrooms for homeless indi-
viduals with special needs. 

It also provides 15 one-bedroom, 4 two-
bedroom and 4 three-bedroom apartments 
for homeless individuals with special 
needs, along with 27 studios for low-income 
individuals and 15 apartments for low-in-
come families.

The mixed-use building is a supportive 
housing program, with 60% of the units re-
served for homeless individuals and fami-
lies with special needs. 

The other 40% of the units are intended 
for low-income families and individuals 
who are below 60% of the area median in-
come.

The $40 million project, which includes 
a garden and a computer lab, also includes 

Supportive housing for low income, special needs

Attendees, including members of CUCS, cut the ribbon. Photo by Aracelis Batista

on-site services such as employment assis-
tance, household management and coach-
ing as well as crisis prevention and inter-
vention.

In addition, primary medical care and 
psychiatric services will be provided at the 

residence’s on-site medical suite through 
CUCS’ Janian Medical Care program, an 
expansion of CUCS which delivers compre-
hensive and coordinated care to its indi-
viduals.

“This is a great project - one that this 

community will greatly benefi t from,” said 
Ivine Galarza, district manager of Commu-
nity Board 6

“Developments like the Sydelle provide 
life-changing services to people in need 
- and provide models for supportive hous-
ing that we will build on,” Mayor de Blasio 
added.

“For three decades, CUCS has been com-
mitted to helping families and individuals 
exit homelessness and rise from poverty,” 
said CUCS’s Tony Hannigan. “Our inte-
grated support services at the Sydelle will 
help those who now call it home to rebuild 
their homes.”

Other keynote speakers at the ribbon-
cutting ceremony, aside from Hannigan, 
included Samuel Roberts, commissioner of 
the NYS Offi ce of Temporary and Disability 
Assistance, Ann Sullivan, commissioner 
of the NYS Offi ce of Mental Health, Vicki 
Been, commissioner of the NYC Depart-
ment of Housing Preservation and Develop-
ment, Gary Belkin, deputy executive com-
missioner of the NYC Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene and Judi Kende, vice 
president and New York market leader of 
Enterprise Community Partners, Inc., each 
of whom represented the organizations that 
were involved in the project.

Following the ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
a tour was held, where those in attendance 
had an opportunity to view the furnished 
units, computer lab and garden.
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The Ancient Order of Hibernians Division 3 scored ‘a hole in one’ with its annual golf tournament held on Saturday, June 11 at Pelham Split Rock Golf Course. Following the fun-fi lled day at the driving 
range, the Ancient Order of Hibernians celebrated another successful outing at Jimmy Ryan’s. Awards named in honor of Thomas Moore and Austin O’Hara Calloway were presented to fi rst and second 
place tournament champions. The money raised at the event will be donated to local causes such as fi nancial scholarships to children of Irish descent or a deserving student graduating from a Bronx 
Catholic grammar school.

Ancient OrderAncient Order
Holds Golf TournamentHolds Golf Tournament

Maureen Moore-Slattery held an award named in honor of her father, Thomas Moore, 
while surrounded by her husband,  Roger (r) and sons Ciaran (l) and Shane Slattery.
 Photo by Laura Stone

Austin O’Hara Award Calloway Pelham fi rst place vic-
tor Tim Murphy, Jr.        
                Photo by Laura Stone

Austin O’Hara Award Calloway Pelham sec-
ond place winner Tim Murphy, Sr. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Austin O’Hara Calloway Award Split Rock fi rst place winner Joe Fiorino (2nd on l) is con-
gratulated by Pat O’Hara (l), Kitty O’Hara and Dan Donovan. Photo by Laura Stone

Thomas Moore Award Best Pelham Golfer second place victor, Gary Zimmerman (l) happily ac-
cepted his award from Maureen Moore-Slattery and Dan Donovan, Ancient Order of Hibernians 
Division 3 tournament coordinator. Photo by Laura Stone

Thomas Moore Award Best Pelham Golfer fi rst place winner Pat Aris (l) was delighted to receive 
his award. Photo by Laura Stone

Austin O’Hara Calloway Split Rock second place 
winner Scott Piniero. Photo by Laura Stone

Thomas Moore Award Best Split Rock Golfer sec-
ond place champion Pat Dennis.  
                Photo by Laura Stone
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A health conscious program has become 

a budding success among local students and 
their teachers.

On Monday, June 13, Councilman James 
Vacca and GrowNYC members visited P.S. 71 
to view a lesson being taught to 5th graders as 
part of GrowNYC’s Greenmarket Youth Edu-
cation’s ‘Seed to Plate’ curriculum.

Returning to his alma mater, Vacca spoke 
with students about what they learned from 
completing the program.

During the lesson, students shared their 
extensive knowledge about nutrition; plant-
ing and harvesting produce and their favor-
ite moments.

“The kids really enjoyed learning how 
to prepare salads and they learned that 
can they can actually enjoy eating healthy 
foods,” said Harrison Margolis, fi fth grade 
teacher.

Margolis said students visited the Queens 
County Farm Museum and prepared salads 
using vegetables from the Dag Hammarsk-
jold Plaza Greenmarket in Manhattan under 
the supervision of a trained chef.

One memorable moment according to stu-
dents was a video presentation on how hot-
dogs are chemically processed.

The health conscious councilman shared 
his advice with students on healthy living 

which included substituting white bread and 
ground beef with rye bread and turkey and 
using natural seasonings such as rosemary 
and turmeric instead of salt.

“As the borough that is ranked last in 
health, I wish all of the students in our dis-
trict had these students’ knowledge about nu-
trition,” said Vacca.

The councilman has provided a $24,000 
grant to expand the Seeds to Plate program 
into next year with half of the funds going to-
ward establishing a school garden in front of 
P.S. 71.

Launched in the spring of 2012, Seed to 
Plate is a ten-lesson, fi fth and sixth grade in-
school curriculum addressing the need to 
teach students about the food system and eat-
ing healthy.

Designed in collaboration with the Laurie 
M. Tisch Center for Food, Education and Pol-
icy at Teachers College Columbia University, 
Seed to Plate’s engaging curriculum consists 
of lessons regarding agriculture, farmers 
markets, cooking and nutrition.

“Healthy eating is something that’s been 
lost in our city for a long time as we mostly re-
lied on eating microwavable or jarred meals 
because of their convenience,” said Cheryl 
Huber, Greenmarket at GrowNYC assistant 
director.

She said having students visit farmers 
markets exposes them to a much wider array 
of more nutritious fruits and vegetables com-
pared to that of grocery stores.

Huber noted this is the fi rst time Seeds 
for Plate has been introduced into the Bronx, 
with P.S. 71 and P.S. 97 leading the way.

Katheleen Bornkamp, P.S. 97 principal, 
confi rmed this and said the program has 
received great feedback from students and 
teachers alike.

“It’s a wonderful program helping to teach 
our city kids about farm life and sampling 
food that they’ve never had before like yellow 
carrots or turnips,” she said. 

P.S. 97 plans to have the Seeds to Plate cur-
riculum return for next year.

Seed to Plate takes 
root in the classroom

Councilman Vacca (c) and GrowNYC met with P.S. 71 fi fth graders to discuss what students learned 
from the Seed to Plate program. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

As the borough that is 
ranked last in health, I wish 

all of the students in our 
district had these students’ 
knowledge about nutrition.

Jimmy Vacca
Councilman

13th District Congressional 
primary Tuesday, June 28

ans on the Republican line in the Novem-
ber general election. 

The district Rangel represents was 
once more centered in Harlem’s African-
American community in years past, but 
has become more diverse, and in the lat-
est redistricting following the 2010 Cen-
sus came to include Bedford Park, part of 
Fordham, Kingsbridge, Norwood and Uni-
versity Heights. 

Espaillat currently represents a state 
senate district that is in the Manhattan 
portion of the congressional district. He 
lost his last two primary bids  to unseat 
Rangel. 

He believes he will prevail in the Man-
hattan portion of the district by an even 
greater margin than before. 

The district’s biggest needs are jobs, 
housing and education, said Espaillat. He 
said he would open a satellite offi ce in the 
Bronx if elected. 

“From day one they will be getting con-
stituent services right there in the Bronx, 
where I have my campaign offi ce as well,” 
said Espaillat. 

Wright and Johnson Cook, also pledged 
to open an offi ce in the Bronx portion of 
the district. 

Wright, the son of a New York State 
judge Bruce Wright, said that Borough 
President Diaz Jr. has done a great job in 
his handing of the Kingsbridge Armory 
redevelopment, and that the borough is 
front and center in his own life. 

“I was born in the Bronx at East 138th 
Street and St. Ann’s Avenue, went to the 
Fieldston School in Riverdale and I mar-
ried a woman from Boynton Avenue,” said 
Wright.  He said the district’s key needs 
are affordable housing and the reduction 
of student loan debt. 

Johnson Cook, a former ambassador-
at-large for Religious Freedom in the 
Obama Administration and a past NYPD 
chaplain, grew up in Harlem and in Nor-
wood, she said. 

Her family operated a security busi-
ness in Wakefi eld and she was a pastor in 
the borough, she added. 

 “It is not just coming home, it is being 
home,” said Johnson Cook of the borough, 
stressing her Washington D.C. experience 
in the Obama and Clinton administra-
tions, and her work for Hillary Clinton. 

In an AARP, Inc.-sponsored candi-

From page 1

Senator Adriano Espaillat

Assemblyman Keith Wright

dates’ debate on Monday, June 13, Wil-
liams spoke about long-term residents 
being displaced by soaring rents, while 
Linares said that district’s greatest chal-
lenge is the displacement of seniors and 
other groups due to rising rents. 

During the debate, Sloan, a Morris Heights 
resident, said he favors the withdrawal of all 
troops fi ghting in the Middle East. 

Gallagher celebrated the fact that is 
not a politician, proclaiming that political 
experience is not a necessary requirement 
and may even be a handicap.  

During the debate Powell said he helped 
pass SCRIE, a law that shields low income 
seniors from rent increases. 

Evans said the district’s relentless sup-
port of one party year after year has led to 
corruption and wasteful spending of tax-
payer dollars.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
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SAVE MONEY
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NAME BRAND
BLOWOUT!

TOP THIS!

$8

DAD’S DAY DOORBUSTERS!DAD’S DAY DOORBUSTERS!
129,000 DOZEN GIFTS JUST FOR DAD BELOW COST!

3FOR
$10

2FOR
$10

DESIGNER SWIMWEAR $5

MEN’S
SUMMER
BUYOUT!

SHORTS • SHORTS • SHORTS

TEAM APPAREL
BELOW COST!

ACTIVEWEAR • FOOTWEAR

PACIFIC SURF • ISLAND HAZE
OCEAN PACIFIC & MORE

$5

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

• FASHION KNITS
• ACTIVE TEES • FASHION TANKS 

• DESTRUCTED
• WALKING
• CARGO
• CAMO

• SOLID & STRIPED POLOS
• PRINTED KNITS • V-NECK KNITS
• SCREEN PRINTS • PLAIDS

Valuesto
$20

$5$5
TIES • WATCHES • WALLETS

BOW TIES • DESIGNER SOCKS
COLOGNE • GIFT SETS • EARBUDS

SUNGLASSES & MOREGIFTS

8FOR
$10

MLB • NFL • NBA • NHL
FASHION TEES • JERSEYS • FLEECE HOODS

TRACK JACKETS • HATS & MORE*Sidewalk/Outdoor Sale item only. 1 item only. 1 per customer. Coupon must be   presented to
cashier to receive discount. Cannot be combined with other offers. Not valid on gift certificates or layaway. Cannot
be used on previous purchases. Valid now through 6/19//16 at all Forman Mills stores.

ANY ONE
SIDEWALK SALE

ITEM *

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL
SIDEWALK SPECIAL!SIDEWALK SPECIAL!

LOWEST
TICKETED

PRICE

Bronx Times

COUPON

FREE 3-PACK SOCKS!FREE 3-PACK SOCKS! WITH ANY $20
PURCHASE

GOLF SHIRTS • TANKS
MUSCLE TEES 

PREMIUM COTTON 
TEES

Valuesto
$62

Valuesto
$54

ATHLETIC SHOES $15

Valuesto
$32

1.800.994.MILLS • formanmil ls.com • MON-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 10AM-7PM •  BRONX STORE:  MON-WED 9AM-9PM • THURS-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 10AM-7PM

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-200-8063

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100
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