
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The public can now take a peek 

at the planned landings for the new 
Soundview to Manhattan ferry. 

The NYC Economic Develop-
ment Corporation recently re-
leased renderings of the 35 by 90 
foot ferry docks for its new land-
ings, including the Soundview 
ferry that’s planned for Pugsley 
Creek Park. 

The Soundview ferry plan calls 
for stops at East 90th Street, East 
62nd Street and Wall Street in 

Manhattan. 
It has received a great deal of 

community support, with the only 
concerns being the limited park-
ing around the landing and the 
lack of an East 34th Street stop.  

Councilwoman Annabel Palma 
raised concerns about an East 34th 
Street stop on the ferry, which EDC 
estimates will take passengers 
from Soundview to Wall Street in 
around 43 minutes. 

“This is the most pressing is-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of the borough’s legendary  

priests was honored with a street 
co-named in his memory. 

Parishioners and family of Fr. 
John Flynn, the pastor of St. Mar-
tin of Tours for more than two 
decades and one of the borough’s 
most revered ‘street priests’, un-
veiled the sign outside of the par-
ish on Friday, May 27. 

The sign, on East 182nd Street 
at Grote Street, now offi cially pro-
claims the corner as ‘Fr. John 
Flynn Way.’ 

 During the ceremony, Council-
man Ritchie Torres recalled that 
Flynn, who passed away in 2012, 
started an initiative in the 1990s 
designed for high school dropouts 
called Save A Generation that got 
the youth to work in parks, get a 
GED and prepare for college. 

“He was a beloved pastor…
known as the people’s priest,” 
said Torres, who arranged for 
the street co-naming in the City 
Council. “He was often referred 
to as the last of the ‘street priests’, 
who loved being with the people 
and devoted himself to more than 
just the Sunday sermon.” 

Torres said that Flynn was 
well known for his walks around 
the community, and even encour-
aged young people to trade a gun 
for a crucifi x, a gesture that got 
the priest two profi les in the New 
York Times. 

The councilman said at the 
Flynn ceremony that as the young-
est elected offi cial in the city, and 
as a young person, he believes it is 
important to remember the older 
generation of community leaders. 

Jose Padilla Jr., a longtime St. 
Martin of Tours parishioner and 
a friend, helped coordinate the ef-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City offi cials formally presented 

details for the second phase of Pel-
ham Parkway’s reconstruction, but 
the community still has lingering 
concerns about the plan. 

Community Board 11 and the 
NYC Department of Design and 
Construction held a public meeting 
at New York Institute for Special 
Education on Wednesday, May 25, 
providing an update on the forth-
coming reconstruction of the west-
bound roadways. 

CB 11 took issue with the city’s 
preference to remove an unnamed 

road between the westbound ser-
vice road and main roadways just 
west of Williamsbridge Road and 
return it to green space, per a NYC 
Parks Department request.

“(It) is the big issue that is still 
up in the air and we are not going to 
bend on the unnamed street,” said 
John Fratta, CB 11 administrative 
manager, adding 

Instead, the city maintains that 
the 200-foot long street is an ‘unau-
thorized’ incursion through park-
land, as offi cials claimed on May 
25.
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TNLL Kiddie Karnival Fun

CB 11 OPPOSES
PARKWAY PLANS

Trees, sidewalks, street’s 
fate are concerns

Fr. Flynn 
street 

renaming 
celebrated

The Throgs Neck Little League put the ‘amusement’ in amusement park 
when they hosted their annual Kiddie Karnival from Thursday, May 26 to 
Sunday, May 29 at 150 Throgs Neck Boulevard. Siblings Hunter and Au-
tumn Fuerst went on a wild mechanical ride during the popular neighbor-
hood celebration.                  Photo by Laura Stone

Ferry: locals support 
34th Street stop 
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4th Annual
Boy Scout 

 Golf Tournament

Thursday, June 9th, 2016
11:30 a.m. Check-In & Lunch

�
Van Cortlandt Golf Course

Van Cortlandt Park South & Bailey Ave 
Bronx, NY 10471

2016 Golf Committee
 Lenny Caro, Mercy College

Joseph Kelleher, Hutchinson Metro Center
Michael O’Gara, Wealth Management Advisor

For More Information Contact:
Jason E. Tewes

E-Mail: Jason.Tewes@scouting.org

Dear Golf Enthusiast and  
Scouting Supporter:
On Thursday, June 9th, 2016, the Boy Scouts will 
host the 4th Annual Boy Scout Golf Invitational!

The Greater New York Councils, Boy Scouts of 
America is a 501c3 organization.  The proceeds 
from this tournament will help provide Camp 
Scholarships known as ‘Camperships’ for needy 
Scouts in the Bronx.

The Boy Scouts Mission is to prepare young 
people to make ethical and moral choices over 
the course of their lifetimes by instilling in them 
the values of the Scout Oath & Scout Law.  The 
BSA is comprised of many volunteers in the Bronx 
and  the Greater New York Councils relies on the 
kind generosity of FRIENDS, FAMILY, & 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS to keep our organization 
thriving as the leading youth organization in the 
Country. 

We hope you will be able to support the program 
this year and join us at the Golf Invitational on 
June 9th!

Registration

Name _________________________________________

Title __________________________________________

Company _____________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City____________________State_____Zip __________

Email _________________________________________

Phone(_____) __________________________________

�  Check Enclosed           �  Bill Me

(Please make checks payable to GNYC-BSA)

����������������

Signature _____________________________________

Credit Card #: __________________________________

Expiration Date: ________________________________

Names of your Foursome (please print)

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

REGISTER ONLINE: www.bsa-gnyc.org/bronxgolf
RETURN TO:       Jason Tewes, Greater New York Councils, 

350 Fifth Ave – Suite 7820 
New York, NY 10118

OR FAX TO:      (212) 242-6218
Acct: 1-4202-133-10

Memorial Day Weekend tractor trailer accident snarls returning holiday traffi c 

On Monday, May 30 at 12:30 p.m., a tractor trailer crashed through the safety railing of the Cross Bronx Expressway and was left dangling dangerously over the Sheridan Parkway. The truck was reportedly cut off 
by a sedan causing the truck driver to lose control and strike a white van.  The truck driver and the van’s two occupants sustained minor injuries and were treated at St. Barnabas Hospital. Both expressways were 
closed for several hours before being reopened.  (Above, r) First responders assess the situation from above and below the expressway.  (Above, l) A white van carrying two occupants was struck by the tractor 
trailer after its driver lost control and crashed through the railing of the Cross Bronx Expressway.         Photos by Edwin Soto
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But Fratta said that if that 
is the case, CB 11 is ready to 
advocate for parkland alien-
ation where the road is situ-
ated. Alienation requires 
approval of the state legisla-
ture, he said.   

“We are not going to vote 
on that project until that 
street is secured,” he said. 
“We are in the process of dis-
cussing alienating parkland 
(with Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj and Senator Jeff 
Klein).” 

In a statement, Klein 
agreed that Pelham Park-
way’s ‘unnamed’ road must 
remain and that the park-
way’s tree-lined lanes must 
be preserved. 

Another major concern 
regarding the project are 
the number of trees that will 
have to be removed during 
construction, a point that 
Pelham Parkway Preserva-
tion Alliance co-founder Jo-
seph Menta discussed. 

“New York City has not 
quantifi ed the amount of 
trees that are intended to be 
removed due to disease…or 

to make way for utility in-
stallation,” said Menta. 

The preservation group is 
against any parkland alien-
ation for the installation of 
unnecessary sidewalks or 
structures, but is in favor of 
keeping the unnamed road-
way that has been in use for 
nearly a century.  PPPA is es-
pecially concerned about the 
fate of one of the last large 
elm trees that graces the 
parkway, near a bus stop the 
city wants to enlarge, at Wil-
liamsbridge Road and Pel-
ham Parkway, said Menta. 

Many of the parkway’s 
elm trees fell victim to Dutch 
Elm Disease years ago.

“If this were Manhattan, 
that tree would stay,” said 
Menta. “No doubt.”

Dr. David Stevens raised 
objections about a plan to 
narrow the Pelham Park-
way North service road and 
install sidewalks along the 
parkway side of the street. He 
called the plan “atrocious.” 

Stevens challenged the 
city’s claim that it must nar-
row the roadway in order to 
meet Federal Highway Stan-

dards. He also took exception 
with the city’s 2015 insistence 
that sidewalks need to be in-
stalled wherever cars park.

“That’s totally errone-
ous”, he said. 

A DDC spokeswoman 
stated that Phase 2 of the 
project includes a new trunk 
water main, a select bus ser-
vice lane, dedicated left turn 
lanes and (wheelchair) acces-
sible sidewalks and ramps. 

“The city is commit-
ted to address the com-
munity board’s concerns 
and will continue to work 
collaboratively to develop 
the next steps for the pro-
posed plan,” stated the DDC 
spokeswoman. 

Raphael Schweizer of the 
Bronx Park East Commu-
nity Association said that 
overall the project will have 
positive benefi ts in terms of 
better drainage by the park-
way and improved driving 
conditions. 

However, he added that 
as was the case with the east-
bound side of the project, the 
city is continuing to make 
avoidable mistakes.
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CB 11 opposes Parkway plans

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (c) speaks before a Community Board 11 and NYC Department of Design and 
Construction on the Pelham Parkway Phase 2 Design Update public meeting on Wednesday, May 25.
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Fr. John Flynn, pastor of St. 
Martin of Tours,  street renaming

(l-r) Fr. Flynn’s sister Mary Ellen Loveless, Jose Padilla Jr. and Councilman Ritchie Torres hold a ‘John 
C Flynn Way’ street sign after the co-naming on Friday, May 27. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

fort to get the street named 
in honor of Fr. Flynn. 

“(He) came out and 
spoke with the residents,” 
said Padilla, “He spoke to 
a lot of the immigrants…he 
was not only a inspirational 
religious leader, but he was 
also a community leader as 
a priest.” 

The very fact that he was 
out and about in the com-
munity also made him dif-
ferent than many priests, 
said Padilla, adding that he 
also visited the his fl ock in 
nursing homes and hospi-
tals, said Padilla. 

Flynn was ordained in 
Yonkers in 1955 and served 
at several borough parishes 
throughout the years un-
til his passing at the age of 
83, including St. Raymond’s 
from 1958 to 1972, and St. 
John Chrysostom and St. 
Francis of Assisi in the 
1970s and 1980s. 

Mary Ellen Loveless, Fr. 
Flynn’s sister, called her 
brother a true “priest of the 
people.”

“He saved people, he 
ready did,” said Love-
less. “He was someone 
who walked the streets 
at night to see if he could 

help people; he was not 
someone who just sat in 
his room.” 

Loveless said that her 
brother was a giver, not a 
taker, and that it was her 
honor to have Flynn as 
her sibling.

Heidi Hynes, execu-
tive director of the Mary 
Mitchell Center, recalled 
in her remarks that Flynn 
was a role-model to her 
and many others. 

A large contingent 
from St. Martin of Tours 
parish was on hand when 
the sign was revealed on 
May 27. 

from Page 1

Shop In Our 
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The roadway warriors of yesteryear raced to the Fordham area for a classic car show.  Sponsored by the 
48th Precinct Community Council, the 12th Annual Fordham University Classic Car Show revved up the 

excitement with a wide array of vintage vehicles on Sunday, May 29 inside the university’s Rose Hill Campus parking lot.  Automotive afi cionados of 
every age had the chance to view street rods, classic cars, trucks and vans spanning many decades at the yearly showcase.  (Insert) A 1967 Camaro 
327 shows some serious horsepower under its hood.  All Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Fordham University’s 12th Annual 
Car Show Revs Up Excitement

Deputy inspector Timothy McCormack, 48th Precinct commanding offi cer, 
checked out Vince Sanchez’s 2002 Dodge Viper.

Popo C. brought the muscle power with his supped-up 1971 Chevy Nova.

Eduardo Garcia kept it classy with his classic 1929 Mercedes. Junior Martinez arrived in style with his 1955 Chevy Sedan.
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx’s unsung youth leaders had their praises 

sung at a one-of-a-kind ceremony.
The fi rst annual 49th Precinct Community Lead-

ers’ Awards were held on Wednesday, May 25 at Mae-
stro’s Caterers to pay homage to local youth leaders.

Sponsored by the 49th Precinct Community Coun-
cil, the Bronx County Society of the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Children and its president Elizabeth D’Onofrio 
and Maestro’s Caterers, this year’s distinguished 
honorees included 150 student leaders from P.S. 281, 
P.S. 108, P.S./M.S. 498 Van Nest Academy, P.S. 89, P.S. 
83 and P.S. 105 who were recognized for their service 
to the community.

The ceremony began with opening remarks by 
master of ceremonies Brandon Muccino, P.S. 83 prin-
cipal. 

“This event is a fantastic way to honor all of these 
young leaders for all of the work they’ve done through-
out the year to help those in our communities and the 
world most in need of help,” expressed Muccino.

“The appreciation really goes out toward our educa-
tors and principals who have opened doors to inspire 
our children’s imaginations in helping others,” said 
Joseph Thompson, 49th Precinct Community Council 
president. “These students are the leaders of tomor-
row and should be recognized for their efforts.”

Muccino said 25 P.S. 83 students were honored for 
their various contributions among which include 
donating to the 49th Precinct Community Council’s 
annual holiday food drive, volunteering at the Siena 
House Shelter and hosting an ambitious fundraiser 

seeking to preserve Costa Rican wildlife this past 
March.

According to Charles Sperrazza, P.S. 108 principal, 
25 of his students were formally recognized for donat-

ing to the annual food drive, hosting their school’s 
Veterans Appreciation Day Celebration every No-
vember and their active leadership roles in student 
government. 

“This is something positive that these children 
will look back on during their journey in life and 
it’s important to memorialize all of the good work 
they’ve done,” shared Sperrazza.

Carol Ann Gilligan, P.S./M.S. 498 principal, said 
her school’s student leaders embody their motto of 
‘VNA Cares’ by raising funds at the annual March 
of Dimes Trick or Treat event, selling colored brace-
lets to fund research for breast cancer and other dis-
eases, setting up school events, donating everyday 
items to an Ecuador earthquake survivor fundraiser, 
reading to younger children and providing child care 
services to children of Parent Teacher Association 
parents.  

“We’re very grateful to the 49th Precinct and Joe 
Thompson for recognizing the efforts of our students 
and always ensuring that we educate our students to 
realize that they must give back to the communities 
from where they came,” expressed Gilligan.

Student leaders at each school were presented with 
award certifi cates by their principals to the resound-
ing applause of many in attendance.

Following the awards presentation, P.S. 105’s Cho-
rus gave a crowd pleasing performance to offi cially 
conclude the ceremony.

According to Thompson, the ceremony is the cul-
mination of efforts by D’Onofrio, Muccino and Sper-
razza to honor the local youth. 

49th Community Council honors local youth

(L-r) Charles Sperrazza, P.S. 108 principal; Christopher Eustace, P.S. 
105 principal; Carol Ann Gilligan, P.S./M.S. 498 principal; Brandon 
Muccino, P.S. 83 principal; Katiria Rojas, P.S. 281 principal and Jo-
seph Thompson, 49th Precinct Community Council president. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Back in December, a 

Bronx Park East resi-
dent suffered a stroke 
that would become a 
life-changing event.

Leroy Singleton, 63, 
of Olinville Avenue, 
fell behind on his rent, 
along with other pay-
ments while  in the 
hospital rehabbing and 
faced the very real pos-
sibility of being evicted 
from his home.

While struggling to 
get back to health the 
world around him was 
closing in.

When Senator Jeff 
Klein learned about 
Singleton’s  struggles he 
stepped into the picture 
and secured a deal with 
the Human Resources 
Administration to pay 
his back rent through 
its ‘One Shot’ program.

In addition, Klein 
also aided Singleton in 
applying for and receiv-
ing assistance from the 
Senior Citizen Rent In-
crease Exemption pro-

gram, also known as 
the NYC Rent Freeze 
Program, which freezes 
rent for seniors 62 and 
older who are head-of-
household.

Now, thanks to the 
senator, Singleton is 
able to live his life stress 
free, with no worries re-
garding rent payments 

and medical costs.
“Senator Klein has 

been active in my 
neighborhood for many 
years,” said Singleton. 
“I am grateful for his 
help, as he really cares 
for the members of the 
community.”

“He has helped change 
my living situation for 
the better and I’m not 
sure if I would have re-
ceived this kind of as-
sistance if it weren’t for 
him,” Singleton added.

“I’m happy that I 
was able to have a posi-
tive effect on this situa-
tion and on Leroy, who 
faced eviction after his 
hospitalization,” said 
Klein. “Leroy deserves 
to live comfortably in 
his apartment like all 
seniors in our state.”

“The SCRIE program, 
which I fought to extend 
and keep at an income 
level of $50,000, helps 
thousands of seniors en-
joy their golden years in 
affordable housing,” he 
added.

Klein comes to stroke victim’s aid
The SCRIE 

program, which I 
fought to extend 
and keep at an 
income level of 
$50,000, helps 
thousands of 

seniors enjoy their 
golden years in 

affordable housing.
Jeff Klein

Senator

(L) Senator Jeff Klein and Leroy Singleton. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce
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BRONX YMCA 

Saturday, June 4th  

 

12pm: Read A Loud! 

12:30pm: Art Class Demo 

1:30pm: Dance                
Performance PS 106 

2pm: Camp Team Building! 

2:30pm: STEM Project 

 

12pm-3pm: Face Painting! 

Sunday, June 5th  

 

11am: CIZE! 

12pm: Water Safety Class 

1pm: ZUMBA 

2pm: Arts & Crafts 

Monday, June 6th  

CEREMONY 

6pm: TaeKwonDo Demo 

6:30pm: Welcome 

6:45pm: Honoree    
Presentation 

7pm: Importance of        
Literacy 

7:10pm:  Performance     
PS 14 

7:20pm: Closing 

Barnes & Noble at Bay Plaza | 290 Baychester Avenue | Bronx, NY 10475 

A percentage of your Barnes & Noble purchases during these dates 

will benefit the Bronx YMCA’s Annual Campaign 

 and help kids come to camp this summer! 

Use this online code at checkout! 
Online Code: 11800729 

HONOREES: 

Laura Guerriero, Publisher, Bronx Times Reporter                                                 
Lisa Neal, YAS and Day Camp Assistant Director                                                   

Ira Schulman, Senator John D. Calandra, PS 14 Principal  



BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A pair of new senior 

housing developments out-
side Co-op City were re-
cently celebrated.

On Wednesday, June 1, 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
was held at 2217 Givan Av-
enue to celebrate the grand 
opening of the Woodlands 
and Council Towers VII, 
two new affordable senior 
housing developments that 
provide 178 new apartment 
units in total, along with 
other supportive services.

The $64 million project, 
which was a collaboration 
between the mayor’s of-
fi ce, the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, the NYC De-
partment of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development, 
NYC Housing and Devel-
opment Corporation, the 
NYC Housing Authority, 
the Arker Companies and 
the Met Council, among 
other partners, will serve 
low-income senior citi-
zens, ages 62 and older.

The units consist of 
a one and two-bedroom 
rental apartments. 

Each apartment unit 
in the two, 11-story wings 
is subsidized, so that resi-

dents are not required to 
pay more than 30 percent 
of their monthly income 
towards rent. Both build-
ings are fully occupied. 

Income limits in the 

Woodlands building, 
which consists of 90 one-
bedroom and 10 two-bed-
room apartments, are set 
at $31,100 for an individu-
als and $36,250 for a house-
hold of two. 

The Council Towers VII 
building, which consists 
of 78 one-bedroom apart-
ments, serves the same se-
nior population with a set 
income limit of no more 

than $31,250 for an indi-
vidual and $33,250 for a 
household of two. 

Each of these units, 
which are handicap ac-
cessible, contain a fully 
equipped kitchen, a com-
bination living and dining 
room and a bathroom with 
either a full-sized bathtub 
or a roll in shower. 

Building amenities in 
each wing include a laun-

dry room, community 
room, landscaped sitting 
areas, a computer learn-
ing center, electronic sur-
veillance equipment and 
security, parking and an 
on-site superintendent 
and porter. 

The community room 
will host numerous activi-
ties for seniors, including 
arts and crafts, exercise 
classes and Bingo, among 
others.

The Woodlands and 
Council Towers VII were 
built adjacent to Met Coun-
cil’s Weinberg Council 
Towers V and Weinberg 
Council Towers I. 

This new development 
is the latest Met Council 
Tower to open.

“Affordable housing 
is an issue that affects us 
all but it’s an issue that 
greatly impacts seniors,” 
said Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr., who put 
$750,000 in capital funds 
towards the project in 
2011. 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An abandoned eyesore in Mor-

ris Park was fi nally sealed after 
neighbors complained of tres-
passing.  

A vacant house at 1932 Wal-
lace Avenue, which local activists 
believe was being used by squat-
ters for illicit activity, was shut-
tered by the NYC Department of 
Housing Preservation and Devel-
opment recently after being left 
exposed to the elementsfor a long 
time. 

Residents brought the problem 
to the Morris Park Community 
Association, said the organiza-
tion’s president Tony Signorile. 
Waist-high weeds still need to be 
removed from the backyard.

In the past there’s been some 
evidence of squatters and pos-
sible drug use at the location, he 
said. 

Activist Joe Bombace reached 
out to Councilman Ritchie Tor-
res, who reached out to HPD’s 
Emergency Services to seal the 
house. 

The agency concreted the door-
way and sealed windows with 
wooden barriers. 

“I see protecting quality of life 
as a core function of city govern-
ment,” said Torres. “So when we 
found out that there was a vacant, 
abandoned property with an in-
secure door, with squatters and 
graffi ti, we were able to mobilize 
volunteers to clean up the graffi ti, 
and have HPD secure the door.” 

Because of the actions that 
were taken, it is no longer a blight 
on the community, said the coun-
cilman. 

“The neighbors were very dis-
gusted about living under those 
conditions,” stated Bombace. 
“The doors were wide open, and 
there was graffi ti all over the 
place.”  

The activist said that he 
reached out to Torres’ offi ce be-
cause when the councilman says 
he is going to do something he 
does it. 

The house is in foreclosure, 
said a Torres spokesman. 

Reynaldo Valentin, a next-
door neighbor to the abandoned 
property, said that the backyard 
of the property still needs major 
clean up. 

He pointed to the tall weeds 

and discarded household items 
like a mattress and part of basket-
ball hoop, all visible from his rear 
yard. 

He and his family are having 
issues with the yard because it 
is attracting mosquitoes and ro-
dents, said Valentin. 

Getting private property 
cleaned by the NYC Sanitation 
Department is often a diffi cult 
issue, said Signorile, who added 
that calls have been made to 
DSNY about the property. 

“People go there and dump,” 
said Signorile. “Sanitation was 
made aware of (the situation).” 

Clean ups of this kind are of-
ten diffi cult because the agencies 
have to track down the owners 
fi rst and then there are also de-
partment policies that have to be 
followed, said Signorile. 

Signorile suggests that neigh-
bors continue to reach out to 
elected offi cials, and to Commu-
nity Board 11. 

Torres said he believes that 
abandoned properties like 1932 
Wallace Avenue are the ‘scar tis-
sue’ left from the fi nancial crisis 
of several years ago. 

Morris Park squatter property sealed

The home at 1932 Wallace Avenue was sealed by NYC Department of 
Housing Perseveration and Development after being left wide open. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Arker, Diaz, Jr., King and others gather during the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Council Towers opens senior buildings

The Woodlands and Council Towers VII. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



9
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 J
u

n
e

 5
, 2

0
1

6
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY ROBERT WIRSING
Bronxites above enjoyed their day 

in the sun as this year’s beach season 
opened. 

NYC Parks Commissioner Mitch-
ell J. Silver joined Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Community Board 
10 district manager Kenneth Kearns 
for the ceremonial opening of Orchard 
Beach on Wednesday, May 25 at its land-
marked promenade.

 Commissioner Silver announced 
that the city’s eight public beaches will 
remain open through Labor Day Week-
end and lifeguards will be on duty daily 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Adding to Orchard Beach’s daily 
recreational activities, the borough’s 
only public beach will host several ex-
citing events for the season including a 
performance by Japanese drum group 
Taikoza on Saturday, June 11 and Bor-
ough President Diaz’s annual Orchard 
Beach Summer Concert Series held ev-
ery Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. starting on 
Sunday, July 10. 

(Photo Insert Left) (l-r) Thomas 
Messina, representing Congressman 
Joseph Crowley; NYC Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP; Deputy 
Borough President Aurelia Greene, 
Captain Danielle Raia, 45th Precinct 
commanding offi cer; Bronx Parks Com-
missioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa and Ken-
neth Kearns, Community Board 10 dis-
trict manager. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Photo Insert Right) NYC Parks 
Commissioner Silver and local children 
jump for joy in excitement for the start 
of beach season. 
 Photo by Malcolm Pinckney/NYC Parks

M.S. 101 sixth graders and their teachers enjoyed some fun in the sun at the Bronx Riviera.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Hector Cabrerra from M.S. 101 ‘had a ball’ 
celebrating the start of beach season. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(back, l-r) Stuart Bateman, Maureen Spademan,and 
Laurie Ventura brough Nicky and Dominick to Or-
chard Beach on opening day. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Orchard Beach lifeguards (back, l-r)  Adam Acevedo, Carlos A. Rodriguez, Chief 
Lifeguard George Mino, Rony Baez, (front, l-r) Resim Jayhu, Jordan Harris and 
Kelby Nunez were on-site for the ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Surf’s Up At Orchard Beach



B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
   

A
p

r
il

 3
, 2

0
1

6
   

1
0

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes

All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:

June 27th 11am- 3:30pm

June 29th 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):  

June 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:

Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2  

Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

Bronx YMCA

New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program

www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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7th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 - 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2016
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
              Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Tiffany Warren

Effie Ardizzone

Hetty Fox

Joyce A. Rivera

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson

Catherine Praino

Jessica Zufall

Nicole Perrino

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch

Andrea Siegel

Avril Francis

Linda Cunningham

Chrys Napolitano

Lynne Greco

Leenda Bonilla

Evern Gillard-Randolph

Olga Luz Tirado

Peggy Robles Alvarado

Giselle Melendez Susca

Maria Aponte

Keynote Speaker:
Lieutenant Governor 

Kathleen Hochul
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sue, as it could severely compromise the ef-
fi cacy of the ferry service for a considerable 
number of my constituents,” stated Palma 
of an East 34th Street stop. 

That location is already a hub for exist-
ing ferry routes, said Nellie Santiago-Ri-
vera, secretary of the board at Shorehaven 
Homeowners Association, Inc.

But an EDC spokesman indicated that 
their research suggests that the planned 
route works. 

“We performed a detailed analysis of 
all our routes and landings, and deter-
mined that there is signifi cantly greater 
demand for improved travel times from 
Soundview to lower Manhattan than to 
midtown,” the spokesman stated. “Adding 
additional stops also makes overall travel 
time longer for riders, which would make 
the ferry less of an improvement over ex-
isting modes of transit and reduce rider-
ship.” 

The councilwoman stated that the ferry 
landings themselves were both elegant and 
effi cient, based on the renderings.

Palma expressed concern about whether 
parking spaces will be allotted to accommo-
date commuters who expect to drive to the 
Soundview terminal.

The EDC spokesman stated that the 

agency believes the majority of ferry riders 
will not reach the landing by automobile. 

William Rivera, Community Board 9 dis-
trict manager, said that the board is advo-
cating for adding a bus stop near the ferry. 

At the 700 plus unit Shorehaven com-
plex, the top concern is the effect the ferry 
will have on available street parking, said 
Santiago-Rivera. 

“Parking is the major concern of the ho-
meowners here,” she said. 

Rivera said that he is in communication 
with EDC about the community concerns, 
and said that the ferry is not designed for 
people to drive to, but for those who take the 
bus and who live nearby. 

“The community board for the past two 
years has been very involved in the ferry 
discussions,” said Rivera, who added the 
board has received a Metropolitan Water 
Alliance award. “For the most part, the ma-
jority of the residents are in support of the 
ferry.” 

CB 9 will continue to press for better 
lighting and amenities, said Rivera. 

“Right now, as district manager, I want 
to stay in the loop with EDC, and make sure 
the (community) concerns are always on 
the radar,” said Rivera. 

The Soundview ferry is scheduled to 
open in 2018. 

Ferry: locals support 34th Street stop 

Ferry landings like this one will be built around the city, includingin Soundview, according to the NYC 
Economic Development Corporation. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC EDC

An artist rendering of an entrance to the ferry landings that according to the NYC Economic Develop-
ment Corp are now being fabricated for several stops around the city, including for a stop in Sound-
view. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC EDC

from Page 1

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A full-service animal shelter could be 

heading to the Bronx.
Mayor de Blasio set aside $10 million 

in capital funding in his 2017 Executive 
Budget for the construction of two new 
animal shelters. 

Local animal rights activists hailed 
the news  which includes plans for a full-
service animal shelter inthe Bronx.

The announcement generated excite-
ment among animal lovers in the bor-
ough.

 Animal advocacy organization NY-
CLASS, along with Bronx elected offi-
cials, believe the proposed Bronx shelter, 
along with its counterpart in Queens, 
would increase pet adoptions across the 
city over the next few years.

The projections showed, that the two 
new full-service animal shelters would 
add up to nearly 16,000 pet adoptions in 
total by 2018, more than doubling this 
year’s city total of 7,000 adoptions this 
year. 

Having a full-service animal shelter in 
the borough would also provide animals 
with medical services that they didn’t 
have access to before.

“We (NYCLASS) believe that the 
greatest city in the world deserves a 
world-class animal shelter system - with 
full-service shelters in every borough,” 
said Allie Taylor, executive director of 

NYCLASS. “These projections show that 
not only will the new full-service shelters 
mean better, more humane care for shel-
tered animals, but they will also help con-
nect more New Yorkers to loving compan-
ions. It’s a win-win for animals and for 
New Yorkers.”

“The creation of a full-service animal 

shelter in the Bronx is a victory for all 
who have been pushing for this neces-
sary service in this borough,” said Coun-
cilman Richie Torres. “It will ensure our 
furry friends get the treatment and care 
they deserve.”

“I am deeply gratified that funding in 
this year’s budget has been earmarked for 

the construction of a full-service, city op-
erated animal shelter within the Bronx,” 
said Councilwoman Annabel Palma. 

“I am thrilled that the Bronx will fi-
nally be gaining a full-service animal shel-
ter,” said Councilman Fernando Cabrera. 
“Many of the borough’s residents desire 
to provide animals with safe homes, and 
now they will be able to do that without 
facing a number of obstacles.”

However, not everyone is pleased.
“Don’t get me wrong, it’s a good thing 

that a full-service animal shelter is com-
ing to the Bronx, but that also means that 
each animal in this shelter will not re-
ceive as much attention or have as much 
interaction with the shelter’s trainers,” 
said Pedro Rosario, owner and founder 
of New Beginning Animal Rescue, the 
borough’s only no-kill shelter. “With this 
new shelter, the clock is ticking for ani-
mals to be adopted, and euthanasia may 
be the end result if the animals aren’t ad-
opted.”

“At our shelter, even if the animals 
aren’t adopted at least they have a tempo-
rary home where they will be attended to 
in a one-on-one scenario,” Rosario added.

On Tuesday, May 24, NYCLASS, along 
with Bronx electeds, gathered at Canine 
Court in Van Cortlandt Park to celebrate 
the funding of the Bronx animal shel-
ter, which has been the core part of NY-
CLASS’ agenda for years.

New animal shelter slated for borough

Members of NYCLASS gathered at Canine Court in Van Cortlandt Park to celebrate the funding of a 
proposed full-service animal shelter in the Bronx. Photo courtesy of NYCLASS
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2016

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2016!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593

Rates
1/8 PAGE

(4.3”X2.78”)

$225
1/4 PAGE

(4.3”X5.69”)

$425
1/2 PAGE

(8.75”X5.69”)

$675
FULL PAGE

(8.75”X11.5”)

$1098

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on June 24, 2016.

Gianna Dell’Olio
BronxWorks

Tiffany Warren
Omnicom Group

Effi e Ardizzone
NYC Department of

Environmental Protection

Hetty Fox
Community Activist

Joyce A. Rivera
St. Ann’s Corner

of Harm Reduction

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson
Eastchester Heights
Community Center

Catherine Praino
Sisters, Servants of Mary Auxiliary 

Jessica Zufall
Special Citizens Futures Unlimited

Joyce Higginson Davis
Mid-Bronx Council Services

Nicole Perrino
Team Bronx Mama

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch
82nd Assembly Female

District Leader

Andrea Siegel
Pelham Parkway

Neighborhood Association

Avril Francis
WVIP FM Radio/BronxNet

Linda Cunningham
Artist

Debra Arles
St. Joseph School for the Deaf

Chrys Napolitano
Columnist, Food for Thought

Lynne Greco
Educator

Meiling Viera Delgado
Friends of Crotona Park

Leenda Bonilla
Artist

Evern Gillard-Randolph
Producer/Playwright/Lyricist

Olga Luz Tirado
Bronx Tourism Council

Peggy Robles Alvarado
Poet

Zeli Deth Diaz Hatch
Educator

Giselle Melendez Susca
Former Executive Director of 

Kingsbridge Heights Community Center

Maria Aponte
Founder, Latina Fifty-Plus
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St. Barnabas Hospital Teen Health Center members posed with Sky (c) following an informative ses-
sion regarding teenage pregnancy. Photo courtesy of St. Barnabas Hospital

The host of VH1’s popular reality TV show ‘Black Ink Crew’, Sky, spoke with Bronx teens on Wednesday, 
May 18 at St. Barnabas Hospital’s Teen Health Center for its ongoing Teens4Teens session in honor of 
Teen Pregnancy Prevention Month.  In a recent episode of the show, Sky revealed that she gave birth 
to twins at age 14 and gave them up for adoption.  She shared her personal experiences with the youth 
and hosted a question and answer session.

ST. BARNABAS HOSTS REALITY TV STAR

St. Raymond Academy for Girls hosted its fourth annual Fr. John C. Flynn Rooftop Court Reception 
on Thursday, May 12 at the Academy.  The event featured a presentation of the Fr. Flynn Scholarship 
Awards to a select few students.

ST. RAYMOND SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

(l-r) Sr. Mary Ann D’Antonio, St. Raymond Academy for Girls principal; Fr. Flynn Scholarship Award 
recipients Amanda Bermudez and Kasanndra Gonzalez and Msgr. John Graham, St. Raymond Church 
pastor. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

With this year’s presidential race underway, local 
elected offi cials attended the NYS Young Democrat-
ics Convention on Saturday, May 21 at Mercy College.  
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto gave the opening ad-
dress at the convention. 

(Above) Congressman Joseph Crowley signs a poster board 
replica of the White House to symbolize a Democratic vic-
tory this election year. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

NYS YOUNG DEMS CONVENTION

Assemblyman Benedetto autographs the relica White 
House following his opening remarks.  
       Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Held in collaboration with the Westchester 
Business Improvement District, the 4th An-
nual Bollywood in the Bronx celebration on 
Saturday, May 21 at Owen Dolen Park fea-
tured Bollywood dancers, Tassa players, 
singers, belly dancers, urban artists, a Mexi-
can dance group, a reading tour and tunes 
by DJ Nitro.

BOLLYWOOD AT WESTCHESTER SQUARE

Mazarte Dance Company members, Christina 
Kemraj and Bharati Kemraj (front, c), Bharati 
Dance Academy founder, gave an impressive 
dance performance. 
 Photo by Ivelisse Arroyo

(l-r) John Bonizio, WSBID chairman and Metro Optics 
Eyewear general manger; Kemraj and Lisa Sorin, WS-
BID executive director enjoyed participating in the fun 
cultural event. Photo by Ivelisse Arroyo
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THE ANSWER:
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6-9AM

THE 
Who is the new voice in morning radio 
that everyone is talking about?
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