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COHEN’S GENTLE DENTAL Smile with Whiter! 
Brighter! Healthier Teeth!
New Patient 

Special Exam
X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
With this ad. Expires 6/30/16.

CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)

PARTIALS  SAME DAY DENTURES  IMPLANTS

www.cohensgentledental.com

MOST INSURANCE PLANS & 

MEDICAID ACCEPTED

183 West 231 St.
Bronx, NY 10463

1 East Fordham Rd.
Bronx, NY 10468

4260 Broadway
NY, NY 10033

2169 White Plains Rd.
Bronx, NY 10462

100 Alcott Pl. (CO-OP City)

Bronx, NY 10475
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TNLL Kiddie Karnival Fun

CB 11 OPPOSES
PARKWAY PLANS
Trees, sidewalks, street’s fate are concerns

Continued on Page 65

Fr. Flynn street renaming celebrated

Continued on page 65

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
One of the borough’s legend-

ary  priests was honored with a 
street co-named in his memory. 

Parishioners and family of 
Fr. John Flynn, the pastor of 
St. Martin of Tours for more 
than two decades and one of the 
borough’s most revered ‘street 
priests’, unveiled the sign out-
side of the parish on Friday, 
May 27. 

The sign, on East 182nd 

Street at Grote Street, now of-
fi cially proclaims the corner as 
‘Fr. John Flynn Way.’ 

 During the ceremony, Coun-
cilman Ritchie Torres recalled 
that Flynn, who passed away in 
2012, started an initiative in the 
1990s designed for high school 
dropouts called Save A Genera-
tion that got the youth to work in 
parks, get a GED and prepare for 
college. 

“He was a beloved pastor…

known as the people’s priest,” 
said Torres, who arranged for 
the street co-naming in the 
City Council. “He was often re-
ferred to as the last of the ‘street 
priests’, who loved being with 
the people and devoted himself 
to more than just the Sunday 
sermon.” 

Torres said that Flynn 
was well known for his walks 
around the community, and 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City offi cials formally pre-

sented details for the second 
phase of Pelham Parkway’s 
reconstruction, but the com-
munity still has lingering con-
cerns about the plan. 

Community Board 11 and 
the NYC Department of Design 
and Construction held a pub-
lic meeting at New York Insti-
tute for Special Education on 
Wednesday, May 25, provid-
ing an update on the forthcom-
ing reconstruction of the west-
bound roadways. 

CB 11 took issue with the 

city’s preference to remove an 
unnamed road between the 
westbound service road and 
main roadways just west of Wil-
liamsbridge Road and return it 
to green space, per a NYC Parks 
Department request.

“(It) is the big issue that is 
still up in the air and we are not 
going to bend on the unnamed 
street,” said John Fratta, CB 11 
administrative manager, add-
ing 

Instead, the city maintains 
that the 200-foot long street is 
an ‘unauthorized’ incursion 
through parkland, as offi cials 

claimed on May 25.
But Fratta said that if that 

is the case, CB 11 is ready to ad-
vocate for parkland alienation 
where the road is situated. 
Alienation requires approval 
of the state legislature, he said.   

“We are not going to vote on 
that project until that street is 
secured,” he said. “We are in 
the process of discussing alien-
ating parkland (with Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj and Sena-
tor Jeff Klein).” 

In a statement, Klein agreed 

The Throgs Neck Little League put the ‘amusement’ in amusement 
park when they hosted their annual Kiddie Karnival from Thursday, 
May 26 to Sunday, May 29 at 150 Throgs Neck Boulevard. Siblings 
Hunter and Autumn Fuerst went on a wild mechanical ride during 
the popular neighborhood celebration.                 Photo by Laura Stone
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Memorial Day Weekend tractor trailer accident snarls returning holiday traffi c 

On Monday, May 30 at 12:30 p.m., a tractor trailer crashed through the safety railing of the Cross Bronx Expressway and was left dangling dangerously over the Sheridan Parkway. The truck 
was reportedly cut off by a sedan causing the truck driver to lose control and strike a white van.  The truck driver and the van’s two occupants sustained minor injuries and were treated at St. 
Barnabas Hospital. Both expressways were closed for several hours before being reopened.  (Above, r) First responders assess the situation from above and below the expressway.  (Above, l) 
A white van carrying two occupants was struck by the tractor trailer after its driver lost control and crashed through the railing of the Cross Bronx Expressway.         Photos by Edwin Soto

SUMMER SAVINGS
MAY 21–JULY 10, 2016

ONE-GALLON CONTAINER 
AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE

ONE-GALLON CONTAINER 
AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE

ACCOLADE® REDSEAL®,
REDSEAL®  SUPREME,
STAINSHIELD®

PRIMERS, SKYLIGHT® 

OFF10$

Mail-in rebate offer valid for purchases made between 5/21/16 and 7/10/16. Rebate forms must be received by 8/7/16. See rebate form at store for complete details. Save up to $80 total per household and/or address. Some products 
may not be available at every store. Quarts, Color Sampler, and Pro-Hide® products not eligible for rebate. © 2016 Pratt & Lambert Paints

INTERIOR AND EX TERIOR PRODUC TS INCLUDED

CL AIM YOUR REBATE ONLINE! SEE REBATE PAD FOR DE TAIL S.

prattandlambert.com

OFF$5
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Join Verizon  
and your  
second line  
is free  
for a year.

Activation fee/line: $20. IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to VZW Agmts, Calling Plan and credit approval. Offers and coverage, varying by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. 

© 2016 Verizon Wireless.

And we’ll pay up to $650 on your 
old phone or contract when you 
trade in your phone.

New smartphone device payment activation and port-in req’d. Up to $650 prepaid 

card for installment plan balance less trade-in value (or up to $350 prepaid for early 

termination fees less trade-in value). Trade-in must be in good working condition and be 

worth more than $0. Line must be active for 6 mos. Limited-time offer. Visa prepaid card 

mailed within 8 wks after receipt of claim. 2nd smartphone line access fee applied as a 

$20 bill credit per month for 12 months; credit applied w/in 1-2 cycles. Thereafter, $20 

monthly line access fee applies.

Available exclusively at your local Verizon store.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The public can now take a 

peek at the planned landings for 
the new Soundview to Manhat-
tan ferry. 

The NYC Economic Develop-
ment Corporation recently re-
leased renderings of the 35 by 90 
foot ferry docks for its new land-
ings, including the Soundview 
ferry that’s planned for Pugsley 
Creek Park. 

The Soundview ferry plan 
calls for stops at East 90th Street, 
East 62nd Street and Wall Street 
in Manhattan. 

It has received a great deal 
of community support, with the 
only concerns being the limited 
parking around the landing and 

Ferry: locals support 34th Street stop 
the lack of an East 34th Street 
stop.  

Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma raised concerns about 
an East 34th Street stop on the 
ferry, which EDC estimates will 
take passengers from Sound-
view to Wall Street in around 43 
minutes. 

“This is the most pressing is-
sue, as it could severely compro-
mise the effi cacy of the ferry ser-
vice for a considerable number of 
my constituents,” stated Palma 
of an East 34th Street stop. 

That location is already a hub 
for existing ferry routes, said 
Nellie Santiago-Rivera, secre-
tary of the board at Shorehaven 
Homeowners Association, Inc.

But an EDC spokesman in-
dicated that their research sug-
gests that the planned route 
works. 

“We performed a detailed 
analysis of all our routes and 
landings, and determined that 
there is signifi cantly greater 
demand for improved travel 
times from Soundview to lower 
Manhattan than to midtown,” 
the spokesman stated. “Add-
ing additional stops also makes 
overall travel time longer for 
riders, which would make the 
ferry less of an improvement 
over existing modes of transit 
and reduce ridership.” 

The councilwoman stated 
that the ferry landings them-
selves were both elegant and effi -
cient, based on the renderings.

Palma expressed concern 
about whether parking spaces 
will be allotted to accommodate 
commuters who expect to drive 
to the Soundview terminal.

The EDC spokesman stated 
that the agency believes the ma-
jority of ferry riders will not 
reach the landing by automo-
bile. 

William Rivera, Community 
Board 9 district manager, said 
that the board is advocating for 

adding a bus stop near the ferry. 
At the 700 plus unit Shore-

haven complex, the top concern 
is the effect the ferry will have 
on available street parking, said 
Santiago-Rivera. 

“Parking is the major con-
cern of the homeowners here,” 
she said. 

Rivera said that he is in com-
munication with EDC about the 
community concerns, and said 
that the ferry is not designed for 
people to drive to, but for those 
who take the bus and who live 
nearby. 

“The community board for 
the past two years has been very 
involved in the ferry discus-
sions,” said Rivera, who added 
the board has received a Metro-

politan Water Alliance award. 
“For the most part, the majority 
of the residents are in support of 
the ferry.” 

CB 9 will continue to press 
for better lighting and ameni-
ties, said Rivera. 

“Right now, as district man-
ager, I want to stay in the loop 
with EDC, and make sure the 
(community) concerns are al-
ways on the radar,” said Rivera. 

The Soundview ferry is 
scheduled to open in 2018. 

Ferry landings like this one will be built around the city, includingin 
Soundview, according to the NYC Economic Development Corporation. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC EDC

An artist rendering of an entrance to the ferry landings that according 
to the NYC Economic Development Corp are now being fabricated for 
several stops around the city, including for a stop in Soundview. 
 Photo courtesy of NYC EDC

ST. RAYMOND HIGH SCHOOL FOR BOYS
welcomes you to attend

COED Summer School
Grades 9-12 seeking all Regents and Non-Regents courses

Fees:
REGENTS: 

1 Course: $325 
2 Courses: $600 
3 Courses: $900

NON-REGENTS: 
1 Course: $300 
2 Courses: $550 
3 Courses: $825

COMBINED COURSES: 
1 Regent, 1 Non-Regent: $575 
1 Regent, 2 Non-Regents: $825
2 Regents, 1 Non-Regent: $900

WALK-INS: 
$100 Each Exam 
$200 Physical Education 

Registration:  
June 27, 2016 - June 30, 2016  •  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 2151 St. Raymond Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462

Location:  
ST. RAYMOND ACADEMY 

1725 Castle Hill Ave, Bronx, NY 10462

For questions regarding the summer school  
program, please contact Mr. Andrew Sedia  
at (718) 824-5050 x103
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Summer School:  
July 5, 2016 - August 18, 2016  •  8:00 am -12:20pm

bronxdesign.com
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$1 BILLION RECOVERED FOR CLIENTS

  800-580-0050
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around
townby Patrick Rocchio

Catholic Widows & Widow-
ers and the Bronx Divas have 
joined together in planning a 
getaway to Pennsylvania’s ex-
clusive resort Woodloch Pines.  
3 nights and 4 days, Sunday, 
September too to- Wednesday, 
September 14, and stopping at 
the Mohegan Sun Casino in on 
return trip home.  

Trip includes:  transpor-
tation, three delicious meals 

Getaway trip to PA
daily at Woodloch and break-
fast on Wednesday before leav-
ing for the casino, activities, en-
tertainment and much more.  

Double occupancy is $560, 
Single occupancy is $620 all 
inclusive. For reservations 
call Connie Andersen at (718) 
829-8142 or Fran Arico at (718) 
828-5073, all invited.  Deposit 
of $100 per person, balance due 
Monday, August 15.

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 or 
e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.com. 
Please include a phone number 
or a way to contact you in case 
of questions. 

Notable Passing 

Theodore Kelly, a resident 
of Throggs Neck for the past 36 
years, passed away on Sunday, 
May 22. 

Kelly was married to his 
loving wife Maryanne Kelly 
for 46 years. Together, they 
had one daughter, Jennifer 

Kelly Newman. 
His funeral mass was held 

at St. Frances de Chantal 
Church, and he was interred 
in Calverton National Cem-
etery. 

Teddy’s smiling face and fun 
sense of humor will be missed 
by all who had the pleasure of 
knowing him. 

Crewmembers Visit 

Veteran’s Graves

Ten active duty U.S. Navy 
servicemen and service-
women, including the com-
manding offi cer assigned to 
the Navy destroyer USS Far-
ragut, joined hundreds of vol-
unteers on Saturday, May 28 
at Woodlawn Cemetery  for 
the annual ‘Memorial Day 
Flagging of the Graves.’  Crew-
members placed a wreath at 
the gravesite of Admiral Da-
vid Glasgow Farragut.  

Theodore Kelly

Since new recycling rules 
now ban throwing electron-
ics in the trash, Kings Harbor 
Multicare Center, 200 E. Gun 
Hill Road, is sponsoring its 
2nd Annual E-cycling drive on 
Wednesday, June 22, open to 
the community between noon 
and 1 p.m. They are partnering 
with E-Cycling at HASC Cen-
ter who will dispose of the elec-
tronics and securely strip the 
hard drives of data before recy-
cling. All proceeds from selling 
the scrap metal are used to em-
ploy disabled individuals. 

HASC is accepting the fol-
lowing for recycling: unwanted 

computers, laptops, monitors 
and TVs (under 24” fl at screens 
only), printers (up to 50 lbs), 
toner, cable boxes, remotes, 
wire, tablets, iPads, iPods, 
lithium ion or nicad batteries, 
switches, routers, wifi , cell and 
offi ce phones.  

“It’s a great way to help 
those with disabilities earn a 
fair living, as well as helping 
our local community respon-
sibly discard their non-usable 
electronics,” states COO David 
Berkowitz, who initiated the 
idea in 2015. 

Call Lisa at (718) 320-0400, 
x602 for more information

2nd Annual E-cycling drive
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

10% OFF
YOUR FIRST SKIN PEEL TREATMENT

Must present AD or coupon for offer
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY

JUNE EXTRAVAGANZA!

BEFORE AFTER

LAZER HAIR 
“REMOVAL” 
Get ready for 
the Summer!

TRADE THE RAZOR FOR THE LAZER!

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal    

Botox  

Fillers 

Sclerotherapy

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

INTRODUCING OUR NEW SKIN PEEL TREATMENT BY SKIN MEDICA
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44 Precinct
Thursday, May 26 at 10:00 p.m. --  A 911 

call brought cops to 215 E. 164th Street where 
there had been a report of a woman stabbed. Of-
ficers found a 38-year-old woman with multiple 
stab wounds to the torso. The victim was taken to 
Lincoln Hospital and was pronounced dead. 

45 Precinct 
Tuesday, May 24 at 3:19 p.m. -- Cops re-

sponded to a report of an assault and abduction 
at 1326 Gillespie Avenue. When the officers ar-
rived, they were told that a man had been kid-
napped at gunpoint by four Hispanic males in 
front of 1319 Gillespie Avenue and forced into a 
silver Chrysler Town & Country. Despite the hei-
nous nature of the report, the victim, a 33-year-
old man, was found later in good health and good 
condition. 

Friday, May 20 at 10:14 a.m. .. -- A 911 call 
was received by police about the collision of a car 
and a motorcycle at Griswold Avenue and Sta-
dium Avenue. A 28-year-old man died after suf-
fering trauma when the motorcycle he was driv-
ing southbound on Stadium Avenue collided with 
an SUV that was traveling on Griswold Avenue 
and making a left turn onto Stadium Avenue. The 
driver of the SUV remained on the scene. 

49 Precinct
Monday, April 18 at 11:39 p.m.  -- A bur-

glary occurred when someone entered a wireless 
store at 1176 E. Gun Hill Road and stole two lap-
top computers, headphones, two watches, phone 
chargers and bluetooth speakers. The person po-
lice are seeking entered the store by a breaking a 
glass door, and is described by the NYPD as be-
ing a black man with a slim build, approximately 
five feet and ten inches tall. 

Friday, May 13 at 2:30 p.m. -- A robbery 
was reported in the precinct. The report came 
from a store at 2427 E. Tremont Avenue. Two sus-
pects sought by police entered the business, and 
demanded money from two employees, a 27 year-
old man and 49 year-old woman. 

One of the suspects had a gun. After getting 
cash, the suspects took the two employees to the 
basement, tied them up and left them there. The 
two suspects then stole money from another cash 
register on the premises and fled the scene. 

Police described one of the suspects as a man 
wearing a black mask over his face, carrying a 
purple and black duffel bag and a clear umbrella. 
He was last seen wearing a black t-shirt and a gray 
hoodie and black pants. The second suspect also 
wore a mask and carried a black backpack and a 
red umbrella. He was wearing a gray hoodie and 
black pants. 

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert Graziosa 
has been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led many 
patients to live 
more happy and 
healthy lives.
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VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

Clean Start HcG  
Weight Loss Program

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 

OUR CLEAN START 
PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576
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natural born 
musician
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Now it’s easier to apply online at
 

 FoodHelp.nyc

I earned Social Security
and Medicare, and when I
couldn’t afford healthy food,
SNAP HELPED.
- ANDRES, RETIRED BUSINESS OWNER 
  East Harlem

WATCH MY STORY AT FoodHelp.nyc

ACCESSNYC

Call 311 for more info

The Law Offices of 
Welton K. Wisham, ESQ., CPA

Attorney, Counselor at Law & Certified Public Accountant

42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036-7414

Professional Tax Preparation By CPA/ Attorney

IRS Tax Representation/ Audit
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear editor,
COMACTA spokesman 

Frank (The Sky is Falling) Ver-
nuccio once again has trum-
peted his hatred for all things 
Obama in the latest edition of 
the BTR.  He alleges that “the 
worst international relations 
mistakes” of any presidency 
have befallen the nation due 
to Obama’s ineptitude, conve-
niently overlooking the eight 
lamentable years of George 
Bush, architect of the war of 
choice in Iraq which produced 
the power vacuum that en-
abled the rise of the murder-
ous terror group ISIS.  

In his column much is made 
of the supposed shortcomings 
of the Iran nuclear deal, par-
roting the discredited objec-
tions of the obstructionists in 
Congress.  The author further 
strains credulity by referring 
to the tabloid NY Daily News 
as a “very pro-Administration 
outlet”, when in reality this 
organization has been almost 
as strident as COMACTA in 
its’ denunciation of the Obama 
administration.

The simplistic world-view 
that sees only black and white 
and not the many shades of 
gray in between these two ex-
tremes is dangerous and un-
tenable in an increasingly 
interconnected world.  Blind 
adherence to an ideology re-
sults in intellectual laziness 
and a lack of refl ection that 
can only lead to unanticipated 
diffi culties.     

Pasqual Pelosi

Don’t cage
animals

Dear editor, 
This is a response  to Mad-

elon Shanahan’s letter last 
week inferring that myself 
and our elected offi cials do not 
care to support the existing 
small animal shelter.

I know your heart is in 
the right place, but you don’t 
know me and to judge my feel-
ings for animals from a small 
quote is not fair or accurate. 
I could write an entire book 
on the personalities, love and 
care of the parade of animals 
that have shared my life for 
65 years. Each one of these 
animals had long and healthy 
lives.    

Of course I understand 
that Pedro cages animals 

rather than euthanizing 
them, but how many of them 
could be trained or retrained 
or would be more adoptable 
if not caged for such long pe-
riods of time? Studies have 
shown that long-term con-
fi nement is detrimental to the 
physical and psychological 
well-being of animals.   

Animals caged for extended 
periods can develop many dif-
ferent disorders, including the 
following:  Aggression, mus-
cle atrophy, withdrawal, hy-
peractivity, depression, eating 
disorders, obsessive licking, 
separation anxiety, inability 
to bond with humans. 

I myself experienced this 
when I rescued a skinny, 
friendly cat from the street 
that was not afraid of a thing. I 
kept her safe for a few months 
in a double cage with a wooden 
retreat, litter box, scratch 
pole and toys. When she re-
covered (from a mass of cel-
lophane blocking digestion in 
her stomach) in her stomach I 
let her join my colony, she was 
terrifi ed of every noise and 

animal and could not jump 
at all. Her large leg muscles 
for jumping had atrophied…
but you would say at least her 
needs were met.  

Our tax dollars are being 
used to support the Brooklyn, 
Queens and Manhattan ani-
mal shelters, yet, to this day, 
we have been underserved in 
the Bronx. I fi ght for our own 
municipal shelter to help re-
duce the population while 
spreading the existing ani-
mals throughout larger shel-
ters in more boroughs. This 
will create less crowding and 
therefore less spread of dis-
ease and excuses for euthaniz-
ing.

Does it make sense to pay 
$10,000 in monthly expenses to 
keep 80 animals in cages with 
just a small percentage getting 
walked daily? A correctly run 
shelter could have 20 animals 
paying for boarding at $14 a 
day and covers most expenses: 
$280  per day x 30 days = $8,400 
per month. 

The shelter you speak of 
has collected private dona-

Blind
adherence

tions of at least $100,000 in the 
six years that I know about. 
I have witnessed at least one 
elected offi cial who stuck his 
neck out to help the owner 
in many ways and I am sur-
prised you expect more. There 
are grants available for shel-
ters that have their paperwork 
together that could help ware-
house these animals indefi -
nitely… so start applying for 
them. Join us to prepare for 
the programs you would want 
in the future shelter. 

I wish this shelter was 
run by a more open minded 
person who would have al-
lowed the many experienced 
and talented professionals to 
help him (pro-bono) to create 
a wonderful place where ani-
mals could experience the sun 
and exercise more. 

Pedro had the space for 
this. I wish all his hard and de-
voted work does not fall apart 
with this place and that one 
day we may have a cup of cof-
fee together to discuss some 
solutions.

Dorothea Poggi
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An abandoned eyesore 

in Morris Park was fi nally 
sealed after neighbors com-
plained of trespassing.  

A vacant house at 1932 
Wallace Avenue, which local 
activists believe was being 
used by squatters for illicit 
activity, was shuttered by the 
NYC Department of Housing 
Preservation and Develop-
ment recently after being left 
exposed to the elementsfor a 
long time. 

Residents brought the 
problem to the Morris Park 
Community Association, 
said the organization’s pres-
ident Tony Signorile. Waist-
high weeds still need to be 
removed from the backyard.

In the past there’s been 
some evidence of squatters 
and possible drug use at the 
location, he said. 

Activist Joe Bombace 
reached out to Councilman 
Ritchie Torres, who reached 
out to HPD’s Emergency Ser-
vices to seal the house. 

The agency concreted the 
doorway and sealed windows 
with wooden barriers. 

“I see protecting qual-

Morris Park squatter property sealed
ity of life as a core function 
of city government,” said 
Torres. “So when we found 
out that there was a vacant, 
abandoned property with an 
insecure door, with squatters 
and graffi ti, we were able to 
mobilize volunteers to clean 
up the graffi ti, and have HPD 
secure the door.” 

Because of the actions 
that were taken, it is no lon-
ger a blight on the commu-
nity, said the councilman. 

“The neighbors were very 
disgusted about living un-
der those conditions,” stated 
Bombace. “The doors were 
wide open, and there was 
graffi ti all over the place.”  

The activist said that he 
reached out to Torres’ offi ce 
because when the council-
man says he is going to do 
something he does it. 

The house is in foreclosure, 
said a Torres spokesman. 

Reynaldo Valentin, a next-
door neighbor to the aban-
doned property, said that the 
backyard of the property still 
needs major clean up. 

He pointed to the tall 
weeds and discarded house-
hold items like a mattress and 

part of basketball hoop, all 
visible from his rear yard. 

He and his family are hav-
ing issues with the yard be-
cause it is attracting mos-
quitoes and rodents, said 
Valentin. 

Getting private property 
cleaned by the NYC Sanita-
tion Department is often a 
diffi cult issue, said Signorile, 
who added that calls have 
been made to DSNY about the 
property. 

“People go there and 
dump,” said Signorile. “Sani-
tation was made aware of (the 
situation).” 

Clean ups of this kind are 
often diffi cult because the 
agencies have to track down 
the owners fi rst and then 
there are also department 
policies that have to be fol-
lowed, said Signorile. 

Signorile suggests that 
neighbors continue to reach 
out to elected offi cials, and to 
Community Board 11. 

Torres said he believes 
that abandoned properties 
like 1932 Wallace Avenue are 
the ‘scar tissue’ left from the 
fi nancial crisis of several 
years ago. 

The home at 1932 Wallace Avenue was sealed by NYC Department of 
Housing Perseveration and Development after being left wide open. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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“Before I came to 
the Library, I didn’t 
really like doing 
homework, but 
now I enjoy it.” 
 Jeremy used to struggle with math 
before he found the help he needed at 
the Library’s Enrichment Zone program 
at High Bridge Library in the Bronx. 

TAKE ACTION NOW! 

TELL THE CITY THAT NEW 
YORKERS NEED MORE 
FUNDING FOR LIBRARIES.

#INVESTINLIBRARIES  
INVESTINLIBRARIES.ORG

WHAT DOES THE LIBRARY 
MEAN TO YOU? 
INVESTINLIBRARIES.ORG
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITHPRESENTED BY PRODUCED BY

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2016 
11 AM - 6 PM  

BETWEEN ST. RAYMOND AVE. & WESTCHESTER AVE.  
IN THE WESTCHESTER SQUARE SECTION OF THE BRONX

LIVE PERFORMANCES BY

You are encouraged to take public transportation to Westchester Square for this event:  6 Train • Bx4,  Bx4A, Bx8, Bx21, Bx31, Bx40 and Bx42 Buses

SPONSORED BY

RAIN OR SHINE!

b
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m

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:
FACEBOOK.COM/FAIRATTHESQUARE
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM AND TWITTER: 
FAIRATTHESQUARE
TAG YOUR PHOTOS AT THE FAIR FOR PRIZES:
#FAIRATTHESQUARE

Dennis Nardone Valerie Smaldone

Artie Rodriguez 

COHOSTED BY

Just Nuts

8 T H  A N N UA L

Gene 
DiNapoliReignjah Band

finalists will perform

ROCK CLIMBING
FDNY SMOKEHOUSE

BOUNCY HOUSES

Troubled 
Empire

Kenny 
Supreme

Matt 
Violinist Elite Dance Stars

conomy
CAR SERVICE LLC

Latin Superstar
FRANKIE NEGRON

FEATURING

PRPRPRPRESESESESENENENENTETETETEDDDD BBBB ININNNNNNNNNNNNNN PPPP PPPPP PAAARARARARRARRRTNTNNNTNTNNTNTNTNTTNTNNTNEREREEREREREREREREERRERRRRERREERERERRSSSSSHSSSSSSSHSHSHS IPIPIPP W W W WITITITITHHHYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY PRPRRRPRRRRRRPPRPRPPRRRRRP OOODDODDDDODODODDODOOOOOOODDODDOO UCUCUCUUCCCCUCCCCCUCCUCUCUCEEEDEDEEEE B BBBBBBBYYYYY

Bharati Kemraj

DJ Lexs

2015 Bronx Idol Winner 
Christina 
Jimenez South Bronx Kids

SPECIAL  
PERFORMANCE BY
Grandmaster Melle Mel

For Vendor & Sponsorship Info, please call 718.395.1932 or email WSFair@ImageMarketingInc.com   



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 3-9, 201618    BTR

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A full-service animal shelter could 

be heading to the Bronx.
Mayor de Blasio set aside $10 mil-

lion in capital funding in his 2017 Ex-
ecutive Budget for the construction of 
two new animal shelters. 

Local animal rights activists 
hailed the news  which includes plans 
for a full-service animal shelter inthe 
Bronx.

The announcement generated ex-
citement among animal lovers in the 
borough.

 Animal advocacy organization 
NYCLASS, along with Bronx elected 
offi cials, believe the proposed Bronx 
shelter, along with its counterpart 
in Queens, would increase pet adop-
tions across the city over the next few 
years.

The projections showed, that the 
two new full-service animal shel-
ters would add up to nearly 16,000 pet 
adoptions in total by 2018, more than 
doubling this year’s city total of 7,000 
adoptions this year. 

Having a full-service animal shelter 
in the borough would also provide an-
imals with medical services that they 
didn’t have access to before.

“We (NYCLASS) believe that the 
greatest city in the world deserves 
a world-class animal shelter system 
- with full-service shelters in every 
borough,” said Allie Taylor, executive 
director of NYCLASS. “These projec-
tions show that not only will the new 
full-service shelters mean better, more 
humane care for sheltered animals, 
but they will also help connect more 
New Yorkers to loving companions. 
It’s a win-win for animals and for New 
Yorkers.”

“The creation of a full-service ani-
mal shelter in the Bronx is a victory 
for all who have been pushing for this 

necessary service in this borough,” 
said Councilman Richie Torres. “It 
will ensure our furry friends get the 
treatment and care they deserve.”

“I am deeply gratifi ed that fund-
ing in this year’s budget has been ear-
marked for the construction of a full-
service, city operated animal shelter 
within the Bronx,” said Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma. 

“I am thrilled that the Bronx will fi -
nally be gaining a full-service animal 
shelter,” said Councilman Fernando 
Cabrera. “Many of the borough’s resi-
dents desire to provide animals with 
safe homes, and now they will be able 
to do that without facing a number of 
obstacles.”

However, not everyone is pleased.
“Don’t get me wrong, it’s a good 

thing that a full-service animal shelter 
is coming to the Bronx, but that also 
means that each animal in this shel-
ter will not receive as much attention 
or have as much interaction with the 
shelter’s trainers,” said Pedro Rosario, 
owner and founder of New Beginning 
Animal Rescue, the borough’s only no-
kill shelter. “With this new shelter, the 
clock is ticking for animals to be ad-
opted, and euthanasia may be the end 
result if the animals aren’t adopted.”

“At our shelter, even if the animals 
aren’t adopted at least they have a tem-
porary home where they will be at-
tended to in a one-on-one scenario,” 
Rosario added.

On Tuesday, May 24, NYCLASS, 
along with Bronx electeds, gathered at 
Canine Court in Van Cortlandt Park to 
celebrate the funding of the Bronx an-
imal shelter, which has been the core 
part of NYCLASS’ agenda for years.

New animal shelter 
slated for borough

Members of NYCLASS gathered at Canine Court in Van Cortlandt Park to celebrate the fund-
ing of a proposed full-service animal shelter in the Bronx. Photo courtesy of NYCLASS
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718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF 
Organic Foods Herbs Homeopathic Products & More

WHERE 
THERE IS 

ALWAYS A

SALE

Arker, Diaz, Jr., King and others gather during the ribbon-cutting cer-
emony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A pair of new senior hous-

ing developments outside Co-
op City were recently cele-
brated.

On Wednesday, June 1, a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony was 
held at 2217 Givan Avenue to 
celebrate the grand opening 
of the Woodlands and Coun-
cil Towers VII, two new af-

Council Towers opens senior buildings
fordable senior housing de-
velopments that provide 178 
new apartment units in total, 
along with other supportive 
services.

The $64 million project, 
which was a collaboration be-
tween the mayor’s offi ce, the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, the 
NYC Department of Housing 

Preservation and Develop-
ment, NYC Housing and Devel-
opment Corporation, the NYC 
Housing Authority, the Arker 
Companies and the Met Coun-
cil, among other partners, will 
serve low-income senior citi-
zens, ages 62 and older.

The units consist of a one 
and two-bedroom rental apart-
ments. 

Each apartment unit in the 
two, 11-story wings is subsi-
dized, so that residents are not 
required to pay more than 30 
percent of their monthly in-
come towards rent. Both build-
ings are fully occupied. 

Income limits in the Wood-
lands building, which consists 
of 90 one-bedroom and 10 two-
bedroom apartments, are set 
at $31,100 for an individuals 
and $36,250 for a household of 
two. 

The Council Towers VII 
building, which consists of 
78 one-bedroom apartments, 
serves the same senior popu-
lation with a set income limit 
of no more than $31,250 for an 
individual and $33,250 for a 
household of two. 

Each of these units, which 
are handicap accessible, con-

tain a fully equipped kitchen, 
a combination living and din-
ing room and a bathroom with 
either a full-sized bathtub or a 
roll in shower. 

Building amenities in each 
wing include a laundry room, 
community room, landscaped 
sitting areas, a computer 
learning center, electronic 
surveillance equipment and 
security, parking and an on-
site superintendent and por-
ter. 

The community room will 
host numerous activities for 
seniors, including arts and 

crafts, exercise classes and 
Bingo, among others.

The Woodlands and Coun-
cil Towers VII were built ad-
jacent to Met Council’s Wein-
berg Council Towers V and 
Weinberg Council Towers I. 

This new development is 
the latest Met Council Tower 
to open.

“Affordable housing is an 
issue that affects us all but it’s 
an issue that greatly impacts 
seniors,” said Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr., who put 
$750,000 in capital funds to-
wards the project in 2011. The Woodlands and Council Towers VII. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 3-9, 2016 21  BTR

Duran Auto Inc.

AUTO, 4X4, MOONROOF, LEATHER, 
83,659 MILES, $12,995

2008 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO

AUTO, ALL WHEEL DRIVE,4 CYLINDER, 
95,175 MILES ,$12,995

2008 TOYOTA RAV-4 SPORT

AUTO, 6 CYLINDER, 
84,601 MILES, $8,995

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY LE,

AUTO 4X2, 4 CYLINDER, MOONROOF, 
92,222 MILES , $9,995

2008 MERCURY MARINER

AUTO 4 CYLINDER, 
33,011 MILES, $9,995

2007 HONDA CIVIC LS

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, AUTO 4 CYLINDER, MOON-
ROOF, LEATHER, 96,2877 MIKLES, $11,995

2009 NISSAN ROGUE SL

AUTO, 4 CYLINDER,AUTO, MOONROOF, 
LEATHER, 51,189 MILES

2011 HYUNDAI SONATA

4X2, MOONROOF, AUTO,6 CYLINDER, 
86,400 MILES, $9,995

2008 JEEP LIBERTY SPORT

AUTO, 4 CYLINDER, MOONROOF, LEATH-
ER, NAVIGATION, 91,193 MILES, $10,795

2009 NISSAN ALTIMA SL

CONVERTIBLE, AUTO, 6 CYLINDER, 
LEATHER, 81,974 MILES, $12,495

2007 TOYOTA CAMRY SOLARA SLS

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, MOONROOF, LEATHER, AUTO,4 
CYLINDER TURBO, 58,834 MILES, $15,495.

2008 SUBARU LEGACY GT LIMITED

AUTO, 6 CYLINDER,4X4, 
95,561 MILES, $7,995

) ALL CARS ADVERTISED ARE CERTIFIED
) ALL DURAN CERTIFIED VEHICLES CARRY A 1 YEAR OR 15,000 MILE POWERTRAIN WARRANTY!
) FINANCING IS EASY. IF YOU CAN PROVE YOUR INCOME, YOU WILL BE APPROVED!
) DURAN AUTO IS A CARFAX ADVANTAGE DEALER.
) SERVICE AND INSPECTION SHOP ON PREMISES. 
     OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM-6PM, SAT 9AM-3PM

1280 E. Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10460
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx’s unsung youth 

leaders had their praises sung 
at a one-of-a-kind ceremony.

The fi rst annual 49th Pre-
cinct Community Leaders’ 
Awards were held on Wednes-
day, May 25 at Maestro’s Ca-
terers to pay homage to local 
youth leaders.

Sponsored by the 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council, 
the Bronx County Society of 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children and its president 
Elizabeth D’Onofrio and Mae-
stro’s Caterers, this year’s dis-
tinguished honorees included 
150 student leaders from P.S. 
281, P.S. 108, P.S./M.S. 498 Van 
Nest Academy, P.S. 89, P.S. 83 
and P.S. 105 who were recog-
nized for their service to the 
community.

The ceremony began with 
opening remarks by master 
of ceremonies Brandon Muc-
cino, P.S. 83 principal. 

“This event is a fantas-
tic way to honor all of these 
young leaders for all of the 
work they’ve done through-
out the year to help those in 
our communities and the 
world most in need of help,” 

49th Community Council honors local youth
expressed Muccino.

“The appreciation really 
goes out toward our educa-
tors and principals who have 
opened doors to inspire our 
children’s imaginations in 
helping others,” said Joseph 
Thompson, 49th Precinct 
Community Council presi-
dent. “These students are 
the leaders of tomorrow and 
should be recognized for their 
efforts.”

Muccino said 25 P.S. 83 stu-
dents were honored for their 
various contributions among 
which include donating to 
the 49th Precinct Community 
Council’s annual holiday food 
drive, volunteering at the 
Siena House Shelter and host-
ing an ambitious fundraiser 
seeking to preserve Costa Ri-
can wildlife this past March.

According to Charles Sper-
razza, P.S. 108 principal, 25 of 
his students were formally 
recognized for donating to 
the annual food drive, host-
ing their school’s Veterans 
Appreciation Day Celebration 
every November and their ac-
tive leadership roles in stu-
dent government. 

“This is something posi-

tive that these children will 
look back on during their 
journey in life and it’s im-
portant to memorialize all of 
the good work they’ve done,” 
shared Sperrazza.

Carol Ann Gilligan, P.S./

M.S. 498 principal, said her 
school’s student leaders em-
body their motto of ‘VNA 
Cares’ by raising funds at 
the annual March of Dimes 
Trick or Treat event, selling 
colored bracelets to fund re-

search for breast cancer and 
other diseases, setting up 
school events, donating ev-
eryday items to an Ecuador 
earthquake survivor fund-
raiser, reading to younger 
children and providing child 
care services to children of 
Parent Teacher Association 
parents.  

“We’re very grateful to the 
49th Precinct and Joe Thomp-
son for recognizing the efforts 
of our students and always 
ensuring that we educate our 
students to realize that they 
must give back to the commu-
nities from where they came,” 
expressed Gilligan.

Student leaders at each 
school were presented with 
award certifi cates by their 
principals to the resounding 
applause of many in atten-
dance.

Following the awards pre-
sentation, P.S. 105’s Chorus 
gave a crowd pleasing perfor-
mance to offi cially conclude 
the ceremony.

According to Thompson, 
the ceremony is the culmina-
tion of efforts by D’Onofrio, 
Muccino and Sperrazza to 
honor the local youth. 

(L-r) Charles Sperrazza, P.S. 108 principal; Christopher Eustace, P.S. 105 
principal; Carol Ann Gilligan, P.S./M.S. 498 principal; Brandon Muccino, 
P.S. 83 principal; Katiria Rojas, P.S. 281 principal and Joseph Thompson, 
49th Precinct Community Council president. 
 Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

NICKS DRUGS

“In my twenty years 
as a pharmacist, I’m 

happy to work for 

they take care of their 
customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

FREE
DELIVERY

PH: 347-590-1030
We Now Accept WIC
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MEETING NOTICE

The Law Office of

STEPHEN B. KAUFMAN, ESQ.

PRESENTS:

ELDER LAW AND ESTATE PLANNING

Featured Speaker

Ronald J. Schwartz, Esq. 
“The Sage on Age”

- Elder Law Attorney in Practice for 50 years

- Author of “Law and Aging: Essentials of Elder Law”

- Member - National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

HOSTED BY: The Law Office of Stephen B. Kaufman

Tosca Cafe: 4038 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, New York 10465

Wills, Trusts & Avoid Probate, Medicaid Planning and Special Needs Trusts

Refresments Will Be Served 

Hope to see you there!

To RSVP Call (718) 822-0500 - Speak to Cathy 

Limited Seating Available! Reservations Required!

Saturday, June 11th, 2016, at 9:00am
Topics to be discussed - Wills, Revocable and Irrevocable Trusts, Health Care 

Proxies, Powers of Attorney, Living Wills, Asset Tranfers, Medicare/Medicaid-

Matters, Estate Tax Planning, Nursing Home Placement, and Insurance



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 3-9, 201624    BTR

The roadway warriors of yesteryear raced to the Fordham area for a classic car show.  Sponsored by the 
48th Precinct Community Council, the 12th Annual Fordham University Classic Car Show revved up the 

excitement with a wide array of vintage vehicles on Sunday, May 29 inside the university’s Rose Hill Campus parking lot.  Automotive afi cionados of 
every age had the chance to view street rods, classic cars, trucks and vans spanning many decades at the yearly showcase.  (Insert) A 1967 Camaro 
327 shows some serious horsepower under its hood.  All Photos by Silvio Pacifi co

Fordham University’s 12th Annual 
Car Show Revs Up Excitement

Deputy inspector Timothy McCormack, 48th Precinct commanding offi cer, checked 
out Vince Sanchez’s 2002 Dodge Viper.

Popo C. brought the muscle power with his supped-up 1971 Chevy Nova.

Eduardo Garcia kept it classy with his classic 1929 Mercedes. Junior Martinez arrived in style with his 1955 Chevy Sedan.
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Year-Round Nursery School

NEW YORK STATE LICENSED TEACHERS
CERTIFIED IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

LICENSED BY NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Serving the community for over 20 years

Come visit our School at
904 Morris Park Avenue

Call for Registration
718.823.8345

FREE
UPK

REGISTER NOW!
FOR 2 AND 3 YEAR OLD PROGRAMS

FOR 2016 AND 2017
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Back in December, a 

Bronx Park East resident 
suffered a stroke that would 
become a life-changing 
event.

Leroy Singleton, 63, of Ol-
inville Avenue, fell behind 
on his rent, along with other 
payments while  in the hospi-
tal rehabbing and faced the 

Klein comes to stroke victim’s aid
very real possibility of being 
evicted from his home.

While struggling to get 
back to health the world 
around him was closing in.

When Senator Jeff Klein 
learned about Singleton’s  
struggles he stepped into the 
picture and secured a deal 
with the Human Resources 
Administration to pay his 
back rent through its ‘One 
Shot’ program.

In addition, Klein also 
aided Singleton in applying 
for and receiving assistance 
from the Senior Citizen Rent 
Increase Exemption pro-
gram, also known as the 
NYC Rent Freeze Program, 
which freezes rent for se-
niors 62 and older who are 
head-of-household.

Now, thanks to the sena-
tor, Singleton is able to live 
his life stress free, with no 
worries regarding rent pay-
ments and medical costs.

“Senator Klein has been 
active in my neighborhood 
for many years,” said Sin-
gleton. “I am grateful for his 
help, as he really cares for 
the members of the commu-
nity.”

The SCRIE 
program, which I 
fought to extend 
and keep at an 
income level of 
$50,000, helps 
thousands of 

seniors enjoy their 
golden years in 

affordable housing.
Jeff Klein

Senator “He has helped change my 
living situation for the better 
and I’m not sure if I would 
have received this kind of 
assistance if it weren’t for 
him,” Singleton added.

“I’m happy that I was able 

to have a positive effect on 
this situation and on Leroy, 
who faced eviction after his 
hospitalization,” said Klein. 
“Leroy deserves to live com-
fortably in his apartment 
like all seniors in our state.”

“The SCRIE program, 
which I fought to extend and 
keep at an income level of 
$50,000, helps thousands of 
seniors enjoy their golden 
years in affordable hous-
ing,” he added.

(L) Senator Jeff Klein and Leroy Singleton. Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s offi ce

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 3-9, 2016 27  BTR

Saturday, June 4th
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BY ROBERT WIRSING

Bronxites above enjoyed their day 
in the sun as this year’s beach season 
opened. 

NYC Parks Commissioner Mitch-
ell J. Silver joined Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Community Board 
10 district manager Kenneth Kearns 
for the ceremonial opening of Orchard 
Beach on Wednesday, May 25 at its land-
marked promenade.

 Commissioner Silver announced 
that the city’s eight public beaches will 
remain open through Labor Day Week-
end and lifeguards will be on duty daily 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Adding to Orchard Beach’s daily rec-
reational activities, the borough’s only 
public beach will host several exciting 
events for the season including a per-
formance by Japanese drum group Tai-
koza on Saturday, June 11 and Borough 
President Diaz’s annual Orchard Beach 
Summer Concert Series held every Sun-
day from 1 to 4 p.m. starting on Sunday, 
July 10. 

(Photo Insert Left) (l-r) Thomas 
Messina, representing Congressman 
Joseph Crowley; NYC Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP; Dep-
uty Borough President Aurelia Greene, 
Captain Danielle Raia, 45th Precinct 
commanding offi cer; Bronx Parks Com-
missioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa and Ken-
neth Kearns, Community Board 10 dis-
trict manager. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Photo Insert Right) NYC Parks 
Commissioner Silver and local children 
jump for joy in excitement for the start 
of beach season. 
 Photo by Malcolm Pinckney/NYC Parks

M.S. 101 sixth graders and their teachers enjoyed some fun in the sun at the Bronx Riviera.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Hector Cabrerra from M.S. 101 ‘had a ball’ 
celebrating the start of beach season. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(back, l-r) Stuart Bateman, Maureen Spademan,and 
Laurie Ventura brough Nicky and Dominick to Or-
chard Beach on opening day. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Orchard Beach lifeguards (back, l-r)  Adam Acevedo, Carlos A. Rodriguez, Chief 
Lifeguard George Mino, Rony Baez, (front, l-r) Resim Jayhu, Jordan Harris and 
Kelby Nunez were on-site for the ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Surf’s Up At Orchard Beach
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SPRING SAVINGS SPRING SAVINGS SPRING SAVINGS SPRING SAVINGS

25% 999 1999 
Off 5%

Off
BERBER 

FLOORING
Installed

ANY ORDER
With this coupon

SQ. YD SQ. YD

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

SPRING HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

SALE

Knight Tile
$499  
SQ. FT. INSTALLED

Van Gogh
$599  
SQ. FT. INSTALLED

Loose Lay
$675  
SQ. FT. INSTALLED

3446 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10465
(718) 409-2020

www.oconnorscarpets.com
Store Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9am–6pm

                      Fri. & Sat. 9am–5pmON SALE!

O’CONNOR’S
C A R P E T  C E N T E R

CARPET    |     LAMINATE    |     VINYL    |     WINDOW TREATMENTS    |     AREA RUGS

LINOLEUM
Installation Available. 

Most credit cards 
accepted

ALL 
REMNANTS
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The newest Boogie Down Booth, a colorful so-
lar powered booth where people can sit, re-
lax and listen to Bronx music was installed on 
Tuesday, May 17 at Elton Avenue by the O’Neill 
Triangle.  The beloved community structure 
was created by the Women’s Housing and 
Economic Development Corporation’s Bronx 
Music Heritage Center in partnership with 
NYC Parks and designer Chat Travieso. 

Singer Robert Sanabria (l) and a multi-Grammy nominated percussionist Bobby Sanabria 
gave a crowd pleasing performance at the grand opening ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Haydil Henriquez and Hector Rivera from 
Dreamyard Project took a seat at the newest 
Boogie Down Booth. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BOOGIE DOWN 
BOOTH

INSTALLATION

The Fordham Road Business Improvement 
District celebrated its annual summer series, 
‘Fordham Fever Fridays’ with a family-friendly 
carnival on Friday, May 20 at Muller Park and 
Plaza.  
  (Above) James Hanley (l) and Steve Roberto 
barbecued delicious treats for carnival go-
ers. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

FORDHAM FEVER FRIDAYS CARNIVAL HELD

Tiffany Alfaro (l) and Marjorie Foures en-
joyed visiting the carnival on Fordham Road.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(Above) (l-r) Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz; 
Eric Dinowitz; Congressman Eliot Engel; hon-
orees Herb Barret, Lew Goldstein and Antho-
ny Creaney; Councilman Andrew Cohen and 
Daniel Johnson, BFRDC president. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Exemplary leaders were recognized at the 
56th Annual Benjamin Franklin Reform 
Democratic Club’s Awards Dinner on Thurs-
day, May 19 at the Conservative Synagogue 
Adath Israel of Riverdale.  This year’s Life-
time Achievement Award recipients in-
cluded Michael Mulgrew, United Federation 
of Teachers president; Dr. Betty Rosa, NYS 
Board of Regents chancellor; Lew Goldstein, 
NYS Democratic Committee executive com-
mittee member; Anthony Creaney of the 
Disabled Veterans of America and Herbert 
Barret of Jewish War Veterans.

Assemblyman Dinowitz presented the club’s 
award to Dr. Betty Rosa, NYS Board of Re-
gents chancellor. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DEM CLUB AWARDS

New Settlement Apartments, Groundswell, 
Local Initiatives Development Corporation 
NYC and Comprehensive Model School Proj-
ect 327 students unveiled a ten-foot high 
mural at New Settlement Community Campus 
on Monday, May 16. Located at 1501 Jerome 
Avenue, the food justice mural ‘Fruits of Our 
Labor’ is meant to uplift the role of food 
workers helping to feed the south Bronx.
     (Above) CMSP 327 students, mural artists 
and executives from New Settlement Apart-
ments and LISC NYC a the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

MURAL GIVES FOOD
 FOR THOUGHT

Jose de Jesus Rodriguez and his assistant, 
Pamela Zambrano, in front of their mural. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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Together, We Can

ArchCare Advantage HMO SNP is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in ArchCare Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. This plan is available to anyone with Medicare who meets the Skilled Nursing Facility (SNF) level of care.  This information 
is available for free in other languages. Please call our customer service number at 800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, Sunday-Saturday, 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  Esta información está disponible gratis en otros idiomas. Por favor llame a nuestro número de servicio al cliente al 
800-373-3177, TTY 800-662-1220, de domingo a sábado, de 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.  You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premi-
um. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more information. Limitations, copayments, and restric-
tions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year.  Star ratings are based on 
five stars. Star ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to the next.
* Maximum of $50 per month. Unused amounts do not carry over.

Together, we can keep
you healthy and enjoying life

With ArchCare Advantage HMO Special Needs Plan you get 
all the benefits of Medicare plus valuable extra features at No Additional Cost 
beyond your usual Medicare premiums.

$600 a year to spend on OTC health items* 
Doctor visits with little or no co-pay
Full prescription drug coverage 
Preventive care to keep you out of the hospital 
Your own personal care manager

Health Plans and Nursing Home Alternatives | Home Care | Skilled Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Assisted Living | Specialized Care | Palliative Care | Hospice

We’re here to help.
800-373-3177 
TTY/TDD: 800-662-1220  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
seven days a week
www.archcareadvantage.org 

H1777_Print_2016_Accepted

�����������������
ArchCare Advantage has received an
overall rating of 4 STARS (Above Average)
from Medicare.
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Congratula�ons 
Cardinal Hayes 
Class of 2016! 

Cardinal Hayes is proud that 98% of our 
gradua�ng seniors will be going on to 
college in the fall. These are just some of 
the �ne ins�tu�ons they will be a�ending. 

Become�a�Hayesman—visit�CardinalHayes.org�for�more�informa�on�

650�Grand�Concourse�Bronx�NY�10451�
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Congratulations to  

Cardinal Hayes Varsity Lacrosse  

2016 CHSAA B Champions 

Coached by Joseph Adamiak &  

Timothy Heckman��

�

 

Become�a�Hayesman—visit�CardinalHayes.org�for�more�informa�on�
650�Grand�Concourse�Bronx�NY�10451�
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Fancy Feet Dance Studio students 
Brandon Trent, Chad Santiago, 
Cherica Koefele and Carnia Deas 
were featured in a professional 
music video for Wyclef Jean’s new 
hit single, ‘My Girl’ featuring Sasha 
Mari shot at the Brooklyn Bowl and 
on the streets of Brooklyn.  Trent 
portrays a young Wycleaf in the 
video which was fi lmed in three 
days.

FANCY FEET STUDENTS STAR IN VIDEO

(Left) (l-r) Fancy Feet students 
Brandon Trent, Carnia Deas, Cher-
ica Koefele and Chad Santiago 
were thrilled to fi lm their scene at 
Brooklyn Bowl. 

Famous musical artist Wycleaf 
Jean (c) met with students Chad 
Santiago (l), Cherica Koefele and 
Brandon Trent in between fi lming 
the video. 
 Photo courtesy of Fancy Feet Dance 
Studio

Neighborhood Development Initiatives Corporation’s M.S. 89 cheerleaders secured some of their best placements of the season at Six Flags’ 26th Annual Cheerfest Cheerleading and 
Dance Championship on Saturday, May 14.  Competing against the tri-state area’s best cheerleaders, the Panthers Varsity squad placed fi fth earning a trophy in the Junior High Public 
Division.  The Panthers Junior Varsity squad won fi rst place in the Non Mount Junior Varsity Public Division earning a trophy and Six Flags tickets for the team.

M.S. 89 CHEERLEADERS EARN GOLD

The Panthers Junior Varsity squad took home the gold in the Non Mount Junior Varsity Divi-
sion. Photo courtesy of NIDC

The Panthers Varsity squad earned a victory in the Junior High Public Division. 
 Photo courtesy of NIDC

Assemblyman Pichardo (front, 3rd on l) met with Livery Roundtable, New York State Federation of Taxi Drivers, Black Car As-
sistance Corporation and Prestige Car Service to discuss wheelchair accessibility improvements for NYC taxis. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Victor Pichardo

Assemblyman Victor Pichardo hosted a press confer-
ence on Wednesday, May 18 at 3108 Webster Avenue 
highlighting legislation he authored to improve wheel-
chair accessibility in NYC’s for-hire taxi and limousine 
industry.  Joined by Livery Roundtable, NYS Federation 
of Taxi Drivers, Black Car Assistance Corporation and 
Prestige Car Service, Pichardo discussed his legislation 
which plans to create a centralized dispatch service for 
wheelchair accessible transportation controlled by the 
city’s Taxi and Limousine Commission. 

WHEELCHAIR
 ACCESSIBILITY

FOR TAXIS
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER
Most people believe that HIV-
AIDS is a condition of gay 
and bisexual men, women of 
color, and drug users. The 
latest statistics reveal that 
trend has shifted to a totally 
unexpected population seg-
ment: the over 50s age group. 
According statistics pub-
lished for 2013 by the Center 
for Disease Control, people 
aged 50 and older accounted 
for 18 percent of all people di-
agnosed with HIV, and that 
number is increasing.

There are many reasons 
for this shift. Many widowed 
and divorced seniors are dat-
ing again and are sexually 

active. The increasing num-
bers of dating websites attest 
to this fact. And a prolifera-
tion of articles on how to en-
joy sex at any age encourages 
this trend. However, this 
new freedom has some un-
foreseen and unrecognized 
consequences of unprotected 
sex. Here are four basic rea-
sons for this trend:

• This population initially 
became sexually active in 
the 1960s before the advent 
of HIV-AIDS became a cause 
for concern. As a result, they 
are less likely to consider 
themselves at risk for sexu-
ally transmitted diseases 
and do not take necessary 

precautions.   
• Older women are no lon-

ger concerned with preg-
nancy and do not feel the 
need for birth control. They 
still equate condoms with 
birth control rather than 
using them as preventative 
measure against sexually 
transmitted diseases.  

• With the introduction of 
such drugs as Viagra, and 
other drugs that assist with 
erectile dysfunction, older 
men are free to be less inhib-
ited about having sex with 
one or more partners. 

• Much of our society, in-
cluding doctors, fail to recog-
nize that older people might 
be sexually active. As a con-
sequence, physicians often 
do not screen their older pa-
tients for sexually transmit-
ted diseases or they misdiag-
nose those who exhibit early 
symptoms of HIV-AIDS. 
Only in the later stage of the 
disease is the real cause iden-
tifi ed, which in turn makes it 
harder to treat. 

Tosia McCormick, co-
founder of JT&M Health, an 

organization that promotes 
better health through educa-
tion at any stage of life, be-
came aware of this growing 
trend in the late 1990s. She 
was working at the Staten 
Island AIDS Task Force and 
noted a shift in the popula-
tion profi le. Although many 
of her clients were gay men 
and former injection drug 
users, she noticed that more 
men and women in their 50s 
and 60s began coming to the 
clinic.  “Some of them were 
distinguished church-going 
ladies who were suddenly 
faced with the stigma of be-
ing HIV positive,” she says.  

Her observations refl ect 
medical statistics. During 
the last decade, AIDS cases 
among the over-50 crowd 
have soared from 16,000 in 
1995 to 90,000 in 2003, a 500 
percent increase. Yet this 
trend is not acknowledged 
by a society that refuses to 
admit that older people are 
sexually active. 

“You see ad campaigns 
alerting people to the dan-
gers of heart disease, dia-

betes, and lung cancer, but 
nothing that indicates older 
people are prone to contract-
ing HIV or other sexually 
transmitted infections,” 
says McCormick. “Even the 
ads that warn against AIDS 
prevention never show the 
face of an older person.”   

She, along with other pro-
fessionals, hopes to develop 
more awareness of this 
trend through education of 
the medical community and 
the general public. She is 
also hoping to attract more 
media coverage through 
JT&M.

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior 
care advisor, advocate, and 
founder of ElderCareGiving, 
a service that helps families 
make diffi cult care decision for 
aging loved ones when family 
care is no longer enough. She 
works to determine their best 
care option, helps them make 
the transition, and monitors 
their care through regular 
visits. She teaches advocacy 
skills to caregivers. For more 
information visit her website 
www.joannaleefer.com.

SEX
OVER AGE 50

Thank you GuildNet.

As parents age, caretaking often falls to their 
adult children and families, especially if they 
are visually impaired. 

With GuildNet’s long term care plans loved 
ones can get the help they need to stay safe 
in their homes. Please call us. We speak 
your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Now that Mom is 
safe at home, my job 
is more secure, too. 
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LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT Following its successful Breakfast and Screen-
ing of the inspirational documentary, ‘BESA: The 
Promise’, Temple Hatikva looks forward to its next 
Shabbat service in celebration of the holiday of She-
vuot.   The service will be held on Friday, June 10, 
at 7:30 p.m. at Bronx House, 990 Pelham Parkway 
South.

The holiday of Shavuot, which follows seven 
weeks after Passover, commemorates the anniver-
sary of the day God gave the Torah to the Israelite 
Nation through Moses at Mount Sinai following 
their exodus from Egypt, and also marks the wheat 
harvest in the Land of Israel, which lasted seven 
weeks in Biblical times.

As always at Temple Hatikva, worship will be 
followed by a free Kiddush in honor of the holiday.  
The entire community is invited to join in the ser-
vice and this joyous evening celebration.

We have been particularly blessed with the op-
portunities given us these recent months to con-
tinue to provide religious services and fulfi llment 
to the community, through our monthly services, 
adult education program, and as such great events 
as the recent screening of ‘BESA: The Promise’,” 
said Cantor Kyle Cherry.  “The response we’ve seen 
has given us great joy and continues to inspire us to 
push further to bring such enlightening  programs 
to our community.  As we approach the holiday of 
Shavuot we rejoice in the teachings passed down to 
us through the generations from that great moment 
when Hashem gave us the Torah on Mount Sinai 
and we can truly believe that those words may still 
guide us today and for many generations to come.”

Temple Hatikva serves all those of the Jewish 
faith for our traditional, yet modern services, offer-
ing a meaningful experience to all, even those with 
no synagogue background.  The synagogue can be 
reached by email at TempleHatikva@aol.com, or on 
the web at www.TempleHatikva.com.

Temple Hatikva 
announces next 
Shabbat Service

Bronx Community Board 10 will be holding a 
public hearing on Tuesday, June 7, regarding the 
opening of a group home sponsored by Services for 
the Underserved for six individuals at 276 Graff Ave-
nue, Bronx, NY 10465 and a second home sponsored 
by Daybreak Independent Services, Inc. for six indi-
viduals at 3206 Middletown Road, Bronx, NY 10465.  
The Public Hearing will be held at Ft. Schuyler 
House at 3077 Cross Bronx Expressway at 7:30 p.m..

- Public Hearing - 

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Reminders

Bronx County 
American Legion 
Convention is on Fri-
day, June 3. Registra-
tion is at 6:30 p.m., 
convention begins 
at 7 p.m., gathering afterwards.  That’s at Samuel 
Young Post 620, Erickson Place.

Our 3rd Sunday post meeting will be on the 26th 
instead (due to Father’s Day) at TN Memorial Post 
1456, Shore Drive. We will have swearing in of offi -
cers and our Start of Summer Party.  

Until next time: Thanks to all who participated 
in our Memorial Day ceremonies and activities.
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Mom arrived 
for dinner
at midnight

It’s never too early (or too late)
to talk about Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

COCKER SPANIEL MONTH SPECIAL - FREE TOOTHBRUSHING

“Bella”

COCKER SPANIEL MONTH

Bella is a 3-year-old Cocker Spaniel.
Her birthday is April 12.

Fun fact: Bella likes to watch TV.
She will sit next to her pet parent and watch 

all their favorite programs together.

Cocker Spaniels are dogs belonging to two breeds of the spaniel 
dog type: the American Cocker Spaniel and the English Cocker 
Spaniel, both of which are commonly called simply Cocker Span-
iel in their countries of origin.  In the early 20th century, Cocker 
Spaniels also included small hunting Spaniels. When the breed 
was brought to the United States, it was bred to a different stan-
dard, which enabled it to specialize in hunting the American 
woodcock. Further physical changes were bred into the cocker in 
the United States during the early part of the 20th century.

-Wikipedia

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

CHARMINGLY LOCATED 75 FEET OFF E. TREMONT AVE
DOWN THE ALLEY WAY IN THE THROGS NECK MALL

3604C EAST TREMONT AVE  (718) 824-0168

Open: Sun-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri & Sat 11am-12 Midnight

Dine In Only
WITH THIS AD

10OFF
%

ALLEY CAT
TRADITIONAL BBQ & SMOKEHOUSE
SMOKEHOUSE

(718) 824-0168

Smoked Brisket, 
Fall-Off-The-Bone 

St. Louis Ribs,
Tender Pulled Pork, 

Wide Assortment 
Of Side Dishes
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. 
Order from the best smokehouse in the 
Bronx at the Alley Cat Smokehouse.NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

Larry “Large” Weinstein

Top Producer

Free Home Evaluation. Get Top Dollar For Your House.
Let Us Sell Your Home

Distinguished Homes & Properties
Phone: 718-684-1411 Cell: 917-957-6800

3602 E Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

GOOD RENTERS SEEKING ONE BEDROOM, TWO BEDROOM AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS. LIST YOUR APARTMENT WITH US.

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

600 Clarence Avenue
Beautiful Two Bedroom One Bath Waterfront Condominium. Owner 
Converted It Into An Open One Bedroom Unit. It Features Central 
Air, A Sunny Terrace, Hardwood Floors, Granite Countertops , 
Custom Lighting And Stainless Steel Appliances. This Unit Has Two 
Parking Spots And A 35 Ft. Boat Slip. Sunny Exposure All Day Long. 
Monthly Maintenance 612/ Yearly Taxes 1200/ 5 Years Left On A 
Fifteen Year Tax Abatement.

$445,888

Offi ce/Retail Space - Tremont Avenue - great foot, car and bus traffi cStarting at 

$800/Month

COMMERCIAL SPACE

Shared offi ce space on East Tremont Ave.  Luxury Space with room for 3 Desks for 

$1500/month.

Home Of The

2014

50% OFF
First Color Service

CHUCHI from Le Cache
moved here

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

Private offi ce available on East Tremont Ave for $1000/month.

APARTMENTS WANTED
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Parents of children with disabilities visited the Rose F. Kennedy Children’s Evaluation and 
Rehabilitation Center at Montefi ore on Wednesday, May 18 to attend a series of interactive 
workshops and educational seminars.  Topics at the fourth annual event included behav-
ioral issues, social media use and misuse, how to cope at home and navigating the health 
care and school systems.

MONTE HOSTS PARENTING CONFERENCE

(l-r) Alexandra Nussbaum, speech-language pathologist; Tammy Fried, social worker; Diana 
Rodriguez, social worker and Noor Al Radi, speech-language pathologist, met with parents 
at the conference. Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and Code/Interactive celebrated Bronx Tech Day with 
P.S. 107 students on Friday, May 20.  Students from nearby Bronx Compass High School 
mentored P.S. 107 students in computer science and coding.
       P.S. 107 student ambassador Leonise Vasquez (l) explained coding to Borough President 
Diaz as Andrea Flores (c) listened attentively. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

P.S. 107 HOSTS BRONX TECH DAY

Students and teachers at St. Lucy’s School had a ball at their school’s Field Day celebration on Thursday, May 12.  The event’s festivities included bouncy castles, a rock climbing wall, 
delicious cotton candy and many fun sports-based activities.

ST. LUCY’S HOLDS ANNUAL FIELD DAY

Elvin Calderin and his daughter, Victoria had fun at St. Lucy’s Field Day. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Students were bouncing with excitement as they played inside a large bouncy castle. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Elvin Calderin (front, r), St. Lucy’s School physical education teacher and Jimmy Nelms 
(back, r) distributed homemade cotton candy to guests. Photo by Edwin Soto
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St. Barnabas Hospital Teen Health Center members posed with Sky (c) following an informa-
tive session regarding teenage pregnancy. Photo courtesy of St. Barnabas Hospital

The host of VH1’s popular reality TV show ‘Black Ink Crew’, Sky, spoke with Bronx teens on 
Wednesday, May 18 at St. Barnabas Hospital’s Teen Health Center for its ongoing Teens4Teens 
session in honor of Teen Pregnancy Prevention Month.  In a recent episode of the show, Sky 
revealed that she gave birth to twins at age 14 and gave them up for adoption.  She shared 
her personal experiences with the youth and hosted a question and answer session.

ST. BARNABAS HOSTS REALITY TV STAR

St. Raymond Academy for Girls hosted its fourth annual Fr. John C. Flynn Rooftop Court 
Reception on Thursday, May 12 at the Academy.  The event featured a presentation of the Fr. 
Flynn Scholarship Awards to a select few students.

ST. RAYMOND SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

(l-r) Sr. Mary Ann D’Antonio, St. Raymond Academy for Girls principal; Fr. Flynn Scholarship 
Award recipients Amanda Bermudez and Kasanndra Gonzalez and Msgr. John Graham, St. 
Raymond Church pastor. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

With this year’s presidential race underway, 
local elected offi cials attended the NYS 
Young Democratics Convention on Saturday, 
May 21 at Mercy College.  Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto gave the opening address 
at the convention.

(Above) Congressman Joseph Crowley signs a 
poster board replica of the White House to sym-
bolize a Democratic victory this election year. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

NYS YOUNG DEMS CONVENTION

Assemblyman Benedetto autographs the 
relica White House following his opening re-
marks. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Held in collaboration with the Westchester 
Business Improvement District, the 4th An-
nual Bollywood in the Bronx celebration on 
Saturday, May 21 at Owen Dolen Park fea-
tured Bollywood dancers, Tassa players, 
singers, belly dancers, urban artists, a Mexi-
can dance group, a reading tour and tunes 
by DJ Nitro.

BOLLYWOOD AT WESTCHESTER SQUARE

Mazarte Dance Company members, Christina 
Kemraj and Bharati Kemraj (front, c), Bharati 
Dance Academy founder, gave an impressive 
dance performance. 
 Photo by Ivelisse Arroyo

(l-r) John Bonizio, WSBID chairman and Metro 
Optics Eyewear general manger; Kemraj and 
Lisa Sorin, WSBID executive director enjoyed 
participating in the fun cultural event. 
 Photo by Ivelisse Arroyo



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 3-9, 2016 43  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 3-9, 201644    BTR

Villa Maria Academy students were victorious in a few recent academic competitions.  The Academy’s 7th grade Math Olympians earned fourth place at the 27th Annual Iona Prep Math 
Olympics held on Saturday, May 7 which included ten schools in Westchester and two from the Bronx.  Villa students were also well represented at the Academic Olympics at Mount St. Mi-
chael on Tuesday, May 10 in which sixth graders Joseph, Mohani, Briana and Alex earned fi rst place.   Seventh graders Samantha, Christopher, Anna, Aran, Lara, Sebastian, Amber, Nathaniel, 
Greta, Dillion, Julianna and Cade won third in a competition featuring religion, math, English Language Arts, social studies, science and computers.  Fifth graders, Amanda, Marco, Steve and 
Jhonni participated in the spelling bee with Amanda making it all the way to round four.

VILLA STUDENTS WIN COMPETITIONS

(l-r) The Villa Maria’s 7th graders Dillon, Sebastian, Christopher, Nathaniel, Aran and Cade took home an awards plaque and certifi cates after placing fourth in the 27th Annual Iona Prep 
Math Olympics. Photo courtesy of Villa Maria Academy

(l-r) Fifth graders Jhonni Dixon, Amanda Tamburrino, Marco Martire and Steve Miruku proudly displayed their certicates of 
achievement. Photos courtesy of Villa Maria Academy

Villa Maria Academy’s Laura D. wore the third place medal 
she earned in the individual competition. 

Left, An Asian small-clawed otter pup ex-
plores its new jungle home with its parent. 
 Photo by Julie Larsen Maher/WCS

An Asian small-clawed otter pup made its de-
but appearance to the delight of many visi-
tors at the Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
Bronx Zoo award-winning ‘JungleWorld’ ex-
hibit on Wednesday, April 27.  The species is 
well adapted for a semi-aquatic life as their 
elongated bodies and webbed feet allow 
them to quickly propel through the water.

BRONX ZOO WELCOMES
 OTTER PUP
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Fall Registrations 
Begins May 16th

Dancers on Brooklyn 
Nets team as well as 
MSA Talent Agency.

Rhythmic  
Gymnastic  

coming soon...See why we are  
nominated #1 Dance 
Studio in the Bronx  
and Westchester.

Regional & 
National Champions...  

Award-Winning  
Choreographers...

Director Stefanie 
Salaman awarded 

Business Woman of 
the Year 2014

5 Day Ballet Intensive 

June 20th- 24th  

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

3 Day Technique Intensive  

June 14th, 15th, 16th  

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

Call our studio to find out how you can become a member of the 
Bronx and Westchesters Most Prestigious Competition Teams.

6 week Summer Programs
Starting

June 27th - August 5th

All Boy Hip Hop Classes  

Audition for our Prestigious 

National Award Winning 

Competition Team 

(inquire for dates).

Classes offered in Pre-School Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Hip Hop, Improv, 

Street Jazz, Jazz, Dance Hall, Lyrical, Contemporary, Pointe, Musical 

Theater, Tumbling, Tumblebugs, Salsa, Latin Jazz and Burlesque

4 Grayrock Rd.,
Scarsdale, NY 10583

1st studio to introduce 
Tumble Bugs for your  

future gymast...

Serving the Throggs Neck Community for over 13 years.

4037 E.Tremont Ave.,
Bronx, NY 10465

Multiple Class 
Discounts Offered

Family 
Discounts Available

718.822.2025 914.713.3282

y Ballet Intensive 

1st
Tu
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District Attorney Darcel Clark was the guest speaker for the Van Nest Neighborhood Alli-
ance’s monthly meeting held on Tuesday, May 17 at the Monsignor Fiorentino Apartments.

(l-r) Marion Manfredi, VNNA secretary; Bob Nolan, VNNA senior advisor; district attorney 
Darcel Clark; Bernadette Ferrara, VNNA president; Sharlene Jackson-Mendez, VNNA vice 
president with VNNA members. Photo courtesy of Van Nest Neighborhood Asssociation

DISTRICT ATTORNEY CLARK AT VNNA MEETING

Business is ‘brewing’ at the Birch Coffee House which celebrated its grand opening on 
Tuesday, May 24 at 866B Hunts Point Avenue with live musical performances and delicious 
coffee specials.
  Melissa Loma (l) and Maritza Williams joined others in celebrating Birch Coffee House’s 
welcoming party. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

CROWDS POUR INTO BIRCH COFFEE HOUSE

First Presbyterian Church of Williamsbridge’s faithful celebrated 
their parish’s 116th anniversary with a Mass held on Sunday, May 
22 at their 730 E. 225th Street house of worship.  This year’s theme 
for the parish is ‘forging ahead with His strength and grace’.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH’S 116TH YEAR

The congregation lifted their voices up to the Lord. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

Evelyn Rebollar (c) graciously accepted the 2016 Fish-
man Prize Winner with her students (l-r) Michael 
Gastambides, Joseph McFadden, Jasmine Broda, Sham-
mal Smith, Devon Brown, Amanda Roman, Sean Byfi eld 
and Leslianna Allen. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

Evelyn Rebollar, a ninth through 12th grade English 
teacher at Bronx Arena High School, received a pleas-
ant surprise on Tuesday, May 17 when she was presented 
with a $25,000 national teaching award.  Rebollar is one 
of four national winners awarded the 2016 Fishman 
Prize for Superlative Classroom Practice.  In the last 
three years of Rebollar’s four-year career, 100% of her 
students have passed the NYS English Regents exam in 
2015, she was featured on PBS News Hour in a report 
highlighting her classroom success.

TEACHER RECEIVES 
SURPRISE AWARD



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 3-9, 2016 47  BTR

Monday - Friday  3:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday  9:00am-6:00pm

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER CLASSES
AND PERFORMING ARTS DAY CAMP

#1 Studio For The Past 35 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136
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At the 43rd Annual Eddy Award 
ceremony on Friday, May 20, at the 
New York Archdiocese Instructional 
Television (ITV) Studio in Yonkers, , 
St. Catharine Academy captured fi ve 
fi rst place awards for excellence in 
broadcast journalism for the ITV se-
ries “News and Views”, including best 
news team.  The SCA team produced a 
twenty minute news program “Friends 
in Faith:  Nostra Aetate and the Catho-
lic-Jewish Relationship”.

The Best News Team Award in the 
high school category recognizes the 
best overall program, best general per-
formance, best writing, and refl ects 
the strength of the students’ efforts.  
Junior Rebecca Cutino accepted the 
award on behalf of the team.  Individ-

Broadcast Journalism 
Award for St. Catharine

ual fi rst place honors were received by 
Shayla Colon for Feature Story, Cailyn 
Shepherd for Editorial, and Rebecca 
Cutino and Yei Mansuo for Interview.  
The team also won fi rst place for Re-
search.

Refl ecting on their topic, “Friends 
in Faith”, senior Sheila Maldonado 
said, “Although I had general knowl-
edge of the topic, I never researched 
in depth what the Jewish people have 
faced and the mistreatment they re-
ceived.  Throughout the research, 
and for myself to step into the shoes 
of a Jewish girl, to feel their pain, was 
truly a one of a kind experience.  I feel 
that, as a team, we were raising aware-
ness of an ongoing problem that must 
be addressed.”

 Members of the News Team with CBS weather forecaster Lonnie Quinn: (l to r) Shayla Colon, 
Beadina Hasaj, Sheila Maldonado, Cailyn Shepherd, and Osheen Gilzene.

The news program is a core project 
of the Communication Arts class and 
much more is learned than the subject 
researched.  “Being in Communication 
Arts has been a major help for me get-
ting out of my comfort zone,” said se-
nior Osheen Gilzene.  “I never thought 
that I would be able to speak in front 
of a camera, but in my fi rst communi-
cations course I was required to do an 
internship at Lehman College where I 

would host a segment and interview a 
guest.  I am glad that this part of the 
course was mandatory because other-
wise I would not have done it.”

The members of the “News and 
Views” team are:  Yei Mansuo, Rebecca 
Cutino, Osheen Gilzene, Shayla Colon, 
Cailyn Shepherd, Beadina Hasaj, and 
Sheila Maldonado.  The team moder-
ator is Roseanne Riolo, English and 
Communication Arts teacher.

Enjoy highlights and incredible mo-
ments from Bronx Week 2016 on your 
BronxNet channels and on the web at 
www.bronxnet.tv. The 2016 Bronx Ball 
will premiere on BronxNet Channel 67 
Optimum in HD and on FiOS Channel 
33, on June 2nd at 7:00 p.m., with Bronx 
Week highlights beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
Continuing through June 10th, spe-
cial blocks of programming will fea-
ture highlights from the Bronx Week 
parade, the centenarian celebration, 
health events, the Bronx Week con-
cert and much more. The Bronx Ball 
will also re-air on June 4th, June 8th 
and June 9th at 7:00 p.m. and the pa-
rade will re-air on June 5th at 2:00 p.m. 
and June 9th at 11:00 a.m. Visit: www.
bronxnet.tv for the full schedule.

The Bronx Ball, the highlight of 
Bronx Week, was held in May in a 
gala setting at Pelham Split Rock Golf 
Course.  Bronx Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. and hundreds of guests, 
including Bronx leaders, organization 
representatives, and residents shared 
a festive evening as they recognized 
2016 Walk of Fame Honorees: Author/
Photographer Arlene Alda, Actor Vin-
cent Pastore, Animator/Director Pe-
ter Sohn and Ballet Hispanico Artistic 
Director Eduardo Vilaro.

Bronx Week, an annual event pre-
sented by Borough President Diaz and 
co-produced by The Bronx Tourism 
Council and the Bronx Overall Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, fea-
tures an array of activities that show-
case the borough’s vibrant life and 
growth.  \“I want to thank BronxNet 

Bronx Week highlights encore on BronxNet

for taking part in this year’s Bronx 
Week festivities,” said Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. “This 
is always one of my favorite times of 
the year because we, as a community, 
get an opportunity to celebrate all the 
wonderful things happening in our 
borough. BronxNet has done a great 
job over the years broadcasting these 
events to television audiences around 
The Bronx. Check out BronxNet’s re-
broadcasts throughout the week, to 
take a peek at all our ‘Bronx Week’ 
events that took place and see all the 
positive changes going on around the 
borough.”

BronxNet Chairman Paul T. Gen-
tile commented: “On behalf of the 
BronxNet Board of Directors, staff, 
producers and students, we applaud 
Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. for the outstanding growth our bor-
ough is experiencing and for bringing 
Bronxites and supporters of the Bronx 
together to celebrate our Bronx home. 
BronxNet is pleased to work with you 
to present programs that show the 
Bronx at its best.”

Bronx Week offers an extended 
week of celebrations that include 
health events, economic development 
forums, recreational events, a parade, 

an outdoor concert, and the Bronx 
Ball, a black-tie gala, which honors 
nationally and internationally-recog-
nized individuals born and/or bred 
in the Bronx who are subsequently in-
ducted into the famous Bronx Walk of 
Fame on the Grand Concourse.

“We are pleased to have BronxNet 
as a Bronx Week partner. By airing the 
highly anticipated Bronx Ball, those 
who couldn’t attend can experience 
the event in its entirety. For those who 
were there, it’s great to relive it. It was 
an amazing time,” says Olga Luz Ti-
rado, executive director of The Bronx 
Tourism Council.

“The Bronx offers a lot to explore, 
enjoy, and be proud of. Each year, 
Bronx Week gives us the opportunity 
to connect with inspiring people, sto-
ries and places. BronxNet is proud to 
promote, cover, and broadcast Bronx 
Week. Through our partnership with 
Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr., The BOEDC, and the Bronx Tour-
ism Council, we are pleased to pres-
ent to you, Bronx Week Encore on 
your BronxNet channels,” said Bronx-
Net Executive Director Michael Max 
Knobbe.

BronxNet is the independent not-
for-profi t organization serving the peo-
ple of the Bronx through the provision 
of media production training, access to 
technology, and cable television chan-
nels. BronxNet’s ultra-local program-
ming helps connect the Bronx with the 
World while our training programs 
and partnerships are a part of commu-
nity development through media.

Bronx Ball 2016: Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. (c) with honorees (l-r) Peter Sohn, 
Arlene Alda, Eduardo Vilaro, and Vincent Pastore.
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Action

Association

(Left) Mace is an adult-aged Cairn Terrier who was recently sur-
rendered to the shelter by my family.  He gets along with other 
dogs and loves people.  He is blind in one eye, but sees perfectly 
out of the other.

(Right) Daniel is a two and half year old DSH beauty.  He came in 
as a stray and is still waiting patiently for his home.  He is affec-
tionate and gets along with other cats.   He is one of our longest 
cat residents. 

New Beginning Animal Rescue is located at 2515 Newbold Avenue. 
If you are intersted in adopting any of these pets, email newbegin-
ninganimalrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.

UP FOR ADOPTION

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto announces that 
the MetroCard Mobile Van 

Assemblyman Benedetto sponsors MetroCard van visit
will be parked at the curb in 
front of the assemblyman’s 
offi ce located at 3602 E. Trem-

ont Avenue, on Friday, June 
10, between the hours of 1 to 
3 p.m.

The MetroCard Mobile 
Van enables:

• Senior citizens 65 years 
of age or older to apply for Re-
duced-Fare MetroCard and 
receive a temporary card on 
the spot (Bring proof of age 
such as a Medicare card and 
valid photo identifi cation);

• People with disabilities 
that qualify, and who present 
a Medicare card and valid 

photo ID such as a driver’s 
license to apply for Reduced-
Fare MetroCard;

• Daily riders to add money 
to their Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card; and

• Everyone to get all Met-
roCard questions answered.

For further information, 
call Assemblyman Michael 
Bendetto’s offi ce at (718) 892-
2235 

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Can, indeed should, the 

leadership of the Obama Jus-
tice Department, perhaps 
even the President himself, be 
disbarred?

A furious U.S. District 
Court judge has sharply re-
buked  the U.S. Department 
of Justice for acts that would 
have resulted in substantial 
ethics charges being brought 
against any law fi rm.

The case concerns the De-
ferred Action for Parent of 
Americans program, initiated 
without legislative authority 
by President Obama in 2014. 
The intent of the action is to de-
fer deportation of illegal aliens 
who are parents of a U.S. citi-
zen or a lawful permanent resi-
dent, sometimes known as an-
chor babies. The illegals would 
be given protected status and 
the right to apply for work per-
mits. Up to fi ve million illegals 
could be affected.

Opponents of the move have 
argued that the President ig-
nored his constitutional duty 
to insure that the nation’s laws 
are faithfully executed. They 

argue that Mr. Obama did not 
have the authority to engage 
in action that was legislative 
in character, and that even if 
the measure was regulatory 
in nature, the Administrative 
Procedure Act mandated that 
there be an opportunity for 
the public to comment on it be-
fore its implementation.  In ev-
ery way possible, it is obvious 
that the President acted far be-
yond any legal authority.

As previously reported 
by the New York Analysis of 
Policy and Government, the 
measure was challenged by 26 
states. A preliminary injunc-
tion was granted to the states 
by U.S. District Court Judge 
Andrew S. Hanen. The Court 
turned down Washington’s re-
quest to delay the stay. Judge 
Hanen also issued an order 
rebuking the White House for 
granting three-year periods of 
deferred action to 108,081 indi-
viduals between the announce-
ment of DAPA and the prelimi-
nary injunction, despite The 
Department of Justice’s denial 
that it had done so.  The Justice 
Department, in other words, 

was caught in a lie.
Judge Hanen reacted with 

fury to the Justice Depart-
ment’s misdeeds. “The govern-
ment claims that the reason its 
lawyers were not candid with 
the court was that they either 
‘lost focus on the fact’ or that 
somehow ‘the fact receded in 
memory or awareness.’ Yet the 
government’s lawyers chose 
not to tell the Plaintiff States 
or the court…what counsel 
did borders on the incredible. 
The duties of a Government 
lawyer, and in fact of any law-
yer, are threefold: (1) tell the 
truth; (2) do not mislead the 
court; and (3) do not allow the 
court to be misled…The gov-
ernment’s lawyers failed on 
all three fronts.”

According to the legal mem-
orandum and decision issued 
by the Court on May 19th, an 
order was given to provide the 

26 states that sued the Obama 
Administration some avenue 
for relief from the possibility 
of any damage that may result 
from the misconduct of the De-
partment of Justice and to pre-
vent future harm due to the 
Government’s misrepresenta-
tions.

The court also moved to de-
ter and prevent future miscon-
duct by Justice Department 
lawyers by ordering an ap-
propriately tailored continu-
ing legal education program, 
“which will not only serve to 
educate the uninitiated, but 
more importantly will remind 
all trial lawyers that their hon-
est and ethical participation is 
a necessity for the proper ad-
ministration of justice. It also 
compels the attorney general, 
or her designee, to take the 
necessary steps to ensure that 
DOJ attorneys act honestly in 
the future.”

Despite a record debt so vast 
that any other organization 
would be considered function-
ally bankrupt, (with additional 
debt being piled on each year 
and many crucial needs be-

ing underfunded) the Obama 
Administration has engaged 
in extraordinary and extreme 
measures aimed at insuring 
that the costly tidal wave of 
illegal immigrants remains 
unsuppressed.  Despite the ex-
penses this brings to the Amer-
ican taxpayer, the heightened 
competition for scarce jobs, the 
increase in crime, the spread 
of disease, and the potential for 
infi ltration by drug cartels and 
terrorists, the current White 
House has vigorously opposed 
any attempt to staunch the hu-
man fl ood.

Lying to the court now must 
be added to the White House’s 
list of inappropriate, illegal 
practices it has engaged in to 
counter any move to address 
the crisis.

The underlying issue of the 
President’s lack of authority 
will eventually be decided by 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Contact COMACTA at ny-
communityaction@gmail.
com; tune into our radio broad-
casts at amfm247.com, and 
visit our website at comac-
tainc.com.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
Thank you to the follow-

ing for replacing the fl ags on 
the gravesites at St. Peter’s 
Churchyard and St. Raymond 
Cemetery: county commander 
Robert Feliciano, Owen Mag-
nan, George Amato, George 
Brins, SAL John Twomey and 
boy scouts Kyle Magnan, Joe 
Deteberiis and Brian Cassidy.

Our Flag Retirement Cer-
emony is scheduled for Friday, 
June 17 at 7 p.m.

The VA BBQ is still on for 
Sunday, July 10 at noon.

The post meetings are sus-
pended for the summer months 
and will resume on the fi rst 
Saturday on September. 3 at 1 
p.m.

Short column this week.
Trivia Time

Edmond Hillary climbed 

Mt. Everest on May 29, 1953 be-
cause it was there.

On the same date in 2004, 
the WWII Memorial was dedi-
cated.

Joan of Arc was burned at 
the stake on May 30, 1431.

The fi rst Memorial Day was 
Decoration Day on May 30, 
1868.

Big Ben began ticking and 
bonging on May 31, 1859.

Adolph Eichmann was 
hanged on May 31, 1962.

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch and 
God bless.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
We will have our last meet-

ing before summer break on 
Thursday, June 9 at 7:30 p.m. at 
P.S. 14.  It will be a very special 
meeting where we will thank 
friends and associates of our 
association for all that they do 
for us and for our community.  
It will be a celebration with spe-
cial treats to eat and drink. 

Please come and take some 
time to say thank you to some 
of the people who help us to 
make this a great community 
to live in.

This would also be a great 
time to ask friends and neigh-
bors to come to our meeting and 
learn how we can help them or 
how they can help us.  We wel-
come your ideas and sugges-
tions so please come and tell us 
what is on your mind

Our association needs vol-

unteers to deliver fl yers for our 
summer membership drive.  If 
you walk in our neighborhood 
take some fl yers with you and 
deliver them to our neighbors 
on your way.  It’s that easy.  
And you will be helping to 
spread the good word. We also 
need volunteers to help with 
petitions and fl yers concerning 
the huge extension planned for 
PS 14.  If you have children or 
grandchildren that attend P.S. 
14 or if you live area you need 
to get involved.  Call me at (718) 
792-6385 to volunteer.
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Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO, 
VEGETABLES & DESSERT

$1995

PRIME RIB TUESDAYS

EARLY BIRD DINNER
Monday–Thursday

4 PM–6 PM

Includes Soup or Salad
 Entree, 

OT/VEG & Dessert

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11 AM–3 PM

Includes Traditional Irish Breakfast 
& Complimentary Mimosa or
 Bloody Mary or Glass of Beer

$1395

HAPPY
  Fathers
         DAYJOIN US FATHER’S DAY 

JUNE 19TH
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOW

$7 BAR LUNCHES
$2 DOMESTIC PINTS

Throggs Neck Clipper
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

SERVED ON SIZZLING PLATTER

HOUSE SPECIAL

BEST STEAK
IN THE NECK!

FREE
WI-FI

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST
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Thanks to Sylvia Grandison, her sons Zane 
and James, Larry Mauriello and all who 
joined us for our monthly “March Against 
Crime” May 28. Join our fb group or sub-
scribe to our texts to support our next one.

RHYMES 
WITH CRAZY

It’s, like, so much fun get-
ting ready for the sum-
mer. Here’s my to-do list:
• Get new bathing suit.
• Come on. Who am I kid-

ding? Get out old bathing 
suit. Ignore the fact it pre-
dates the Bush era.

• The W. Bush era, that 
is. It’s not like I never get a 
new bathing suit.

• It would just be nice if 
someday they invented an 
elastic that stayed elastic 
instead of getting crunchy 
after a decade or two.

• Also, if someone made 
bathing suits that don’t go 
out of style every two (in 
glacial terms) seconds.

• Quit obsessing about 
age of bathing suit!

• Quit obsessing about 
age! “Only as old as you 
feel.” 

• Or is it “Only as young 
as you feel”?

• Positive affi rmation: I 

feel younger than springtime!
• Of course, springtime 

has been with us for a while. 
Ever since the Earth started 
spinning on its axis, right? 
Or at least since the evolution 
of plants? I do, for sure, feel 
younger than that.

• Just not in my bathing 
suit.

• Anyway: Buy sunscreen!
• Choose: White glop no one 

in the family ever will use be-
cause it’s like slathering on 
blue cheese dressing and pre-
tending that that’s a normal 
way to walk around? The Buf-
falo wing look?

• Or the clear spray-on stuff 
that costs more per ounce than 
Chanel No. 5?

• Buy both. Mere presence of 
gloppy white stuff in medicine 
cabinet will protect family from 
skin cancer by appeasing angry 
Coppertone god. Can stay there 
for years. In fact, has. 

• Ignore whole article 

glimpsed yesterday that said 
a responsible family would go 
through a whole bottle of sun-
screen in a day at the beach, re-
applying after each swim.

• I suppose this is the same 
family that cleans the coils 
behind its refrigerator on a 
monthly basis, as the manu-
facturer suggests, to “boost 

cooling effi ciency.” As if it is 
so easy to move a fridge every 
month.

• Or ever.
• Which could explain our 

electricity bills.
• Quit thinking about things 

you didn’t do in the middle of 
“to do” list!

• To do: Get son’s health 
form. 

• Also to do: Stay on hold for 
45 minutes waiting for pediatri-
cian’s offi ce to remember you 
are alive, on the phone, and had 
cheerfully responded, “Sure!” 
to “Can you please hold?” hop-
ing that your chipper sympa-
thy for their “crazy day!” would 
get you better service. So much 
for that. You want a crazy day? 
Try calling the doctor and, af-
ter the fi rst 10 minutes on hold, 
realizing you really have to go 
to the bathroom.

• Quit drifting off topic! 
Summer! Coming! Soon! Start 
exercising!

• Start exercising God-
given right to enjoy life 
without jogging, stretching, 
crunching.

• If I want crunch, I’ve 
got the elastic in my bath-
ing suit.

• Get ready for guests: 
paper plates, napkins, table-
cloths.

• Feel guilty about using 
too much paper.

• Feel guilty about not in-
viting people about not to be 
invited (but at least you’ll be 
using less paper).

• Make guest list for fes-
tive (if small) barbecue and 
swim party!

• SWIM? 
• In what?
• To do: Buy bathing suit.
• Or not.
Happy summer!
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

Summer’s coming — time to start worrying

BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
#EverySchool

The following is an update from pe-
destrian/bike advocacy group Trans-
portation Alternatives on the #Ev-
erySchool campaign for more speed 
cameras:

“TA commends NY City Council Ma-
jority Leader Jimmy Van Bramer for 
his leadership in the campaign to ex-
pand New York City’s speed safety cam-
era program. 

“On May 25 Van Bramer intro-
duced a resolution supporting the Ev-
ery School Speed Safety Camera Act, 
Assembly Member Deborah Glick’s leg-
islation that would allow the city to de-
ploy more speed cameras and use them 
24 hours a day.

“This strong message from the Coun-
cil should make it clear to state lawmak-
ers that they need to move quickly on 
this legislation, with only two weeks 
left in the session.

“Majority Leader 
Van Bramer is once 
again showing true 
Vision Zero leader-
ship by sending a pow-
erful message to Al-
bany lawmakers, that 
now is the time to act 
on this lifesaving legislation,” said Paul 
Steely White, TA executive director.

“We have more than a million pub-
lic school students across the fi ve bor-
oughs, but right now we only have 140 
speed cameras to protect them.  And 
those cameras are only allowed to be 
turned on during school hours – even 
though many of the crashes that kill 
and injure people happen during eve-
ning and weekend hours, when many 
young people use school playgrounds 
and ball fi elds.”

“We are already seeing 60 percent 
reductions in speeding in the places 
where speed safety cameras have been 

installed,” said Sofi a 
Russo from Families 
for Safe Streets. “Now 
that we have proof that 
this key Vision Zero 
tool is saving lives, it’s 
time for State lawmak-
ers to lift the restric-

tions on our automated enforcement 
program and protect NYC schools.”

“Assembly Member Glick’s legisla-
tion, which has strong support from 
major educational and health care orga-
nizations, now has the backing of more 
than 25 assembly members and elected 
offi cials from every New York City bor-
ough including Brooklyn Borough Pres-
ident Eric Adams, Manhattan Borough 
President Gale Brewer and Queens Bor-
ough President Melinda Katz, along 
with district attorneys in Brooklyn, 
Manhattan and Queens. TA and FSS 
look forward to working with Albany 
lawmakers to pass a bill this session.

“Using measures from New York 
and other U.S. cities, Transportation Al-
ternatives estimates that expanding the 
speed camera program could prevent 
2,500 crashes each year, saving up to 
100 lives and preventing approximately 
1,400 serious injuries. 

“Research also shows that the cam-
eras cause drivers to speed less over 
time, leading to fewer tickets and less 
revenue. That’s already starting to 
happen at the locations around New 
York City where cameras have been in-
stalled, which have seen a 60 percent 
drop in speeding violations.”

Contact B-PECA

Bronx Park East Community Asso-
ciation holds open community meetings 
on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. We discuss pedestrian safety, 
tenants rights and many other issues 

important to Bronxites like you.
If you’d like to join our group or sup-

port our efforts, email us at bxpark-
east@gmail.com or subscribe to our 
text messages by texting (347) 654-7044.

You can also keep up-to-date with 
us on our interactive facebook group 
at facebook.com/groups/bxparkeast or 
our web page facebook.com/bxparkeast 
which is viewable to even those without 
a facebook account.

Tenants Testify

As a fi nal word, I urge you the reader 
to go to our web page and listen to the 
heartwrenching experiences of Bronx 
tenants.

These hardworking renters have 
fell victim to sudden rent hikes ranging 
from $300-800 per month, all caused by 
the ‘Preferential Rent Scam’ a state rent 
law that our group is working hard to 
repeal.

Go to www.facebook.com/bxpark-
east/videos and watch now. Then be-
come part of the tenant revolution.

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY
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Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at 
participating locations only. Residential only. Cannot be used for water emergency services. Not applicable to installed carpet or area 
rugs cleaned in home. Applies only to off site cleaning process. Priced by square foot. As applicable, discount applies to the smallest 

area rug of equal or lesser size. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING

1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com

CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY
AREA RUG  |  24 HOUR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES

SAFE, GENTLE,
THOROUGH CLEAN

Cleaning Completed By 6/30/16
Promo Code: 10SAVE

ORIENTAL & FINE
AREA RUG CLEANING

$10
OFF

FOR EVERY $50 SPENT

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

John Ruggiero 
Funeral Director

Marlena Krause LoCicero
Funeral Director

BRONX YMCA 

Saturday, June 4th  

 

12pm: Read A Loud! 

12:30pm: Art Class Demo 

1:30pm: Dance                
Performance PS 106 

2pm: Camp Team Building! 

2:30pm: STEM Project 

 

12pm-3pm: Face Painting! 

Sunday, June 5th  

 

11am: CIZE! 

12pm: Water Safety Class 

1pm: ZUMBA 

2pm: Arts & Crafts 

Monday, June 6th  

CEREMONY 

6pm: TaeKwonDo Demo 

6:30pm: Welcome 

6:45pm: Honoree    
Presentation 

7pm: Importance of        
Literacy 

7:10pm:  Performance     
PS 14 

7:20pm: Closing 

Barnes & Noble at Bay Plaza | 290 Baychester Avenue | Bronx, NY 10475 

A percentage of your Barnes & Noble purchases during these dates 

will benefit the Bronx YMCA’s Annual Campaign 

 and help kids come to camp this summer! 

Use this online code at checkout! 
Online Code: 11800729 

HONOREES: 

Laura Guerriero, Publisher, Bronx Times Reporter                                                 
Lisa Neal, YAS and Day Camp Assistant Director                                                   

Ira Schulman, Senator John D. Calandra, PS 14 Principal  

cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097
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The Wicked W
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf

FOR
FATHER’S DAY
SUNDAY, JUNE 19th

11:30 pm - 2:30 pm

Fresh Fruits, Freshly Baked Croissants
Bagels, Muffi ns, Danish and Rolls

Scrambled Eggs, Eggs Benedict, Bacon 
Irish Sausage and Homefries

Pancakes, French Toast, Quiches
Penne Ala Vodka

Tossed & Ceasar Salad
Chicken Stir Fry, Chicken Francese

Carving Roast
and Desserts Served with
Bloody Marys or Mimosas

TREAT DAD TO THE

BEST SUNDAY BRUNCH
IN TOWN!

SERVING REGULAR DINNER
MENU FROM 3PM TO 10PM

“Home of the Best Black Angus Steaks “
16oz Shell ~ 18oz Ribeye ~ and ~ 12oz.Filet Mignon

$19.95
PER PERSON

BRUNCH

Check out our New Menu On-Line at:
www.wickedwolfny.com

Make your reservations early.Book Your Party With Us....

Live Music 
Every Thursday Night 

With

Peter McKinnon

Friday & Saturday Night

DJ Music

Karaoke 
On Sunday
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Astronaut, Mario Runco, Jr., from Highbridge
Astronaut Mario Runco 

Jr. was born on January 
26, 1952 and raised in the 
Bronx at 1215 Nelson Ave-
nue in Highbridge where he 
attended Sacred Heart Ele-
mentary School which is lo-
cated at 1248 Nelson Avenue 
just across the street on the 
next block within view of 
his home. Upon graduation 
in 1966, he attended Cardi-
nal Hayes High School on 
the Grand Concourse at 151st 
Street, graduating in 1970. 
He then enrolled in City Col-
lege where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree in Earth and 
Planetary Science in 1974. He 
earned his Master of Science 
degree in Atmospheric Phys-
ics from Rutger’s University 
two years later. 

He worked briefl y as a New 
Jersey State Trooper before 
enlisting in the Navy in June 
of 1978 where he worked in a 
variety of positions. He served 
aboard the amphibious as-
sault ship USS Nassau as a me-
teorological offi cer until De-
cember of 1983 after which he 
taught at the Naval Postgrad-
uate School in Monterey, Cali-
fornia. His next shipboard as-
signment was as commander 

of the USNS Chauvenet, a sur-
vey vessel. He was chosen as 
an astronaut candidate on 
June 5, 1987 and qualifi ed in 
August of 1988. Thereafter, 
he took part in three space 
fl ights: 1991, 1993 and 1996 
and logged over 551 hours in 
space. 

 His fi rst mission was 
aboard the Space Shuttle At-
lantis which was launched 
on November 24, 1991 and 
completed 110 orbits of earth. 
It successfully launched the 
5,200 pound Defense Support 
System Satellite before land-
ing at Edwards Air Force 
Base in California on De-
cember 1, 1991, several days 
early. The total time in space 
for the mission was 6 days, 22 
hours, and 50 minutes.

 His next mission was 
aboard the Space Shuttle 
Endeavor (STS-54) which 
was launched from the Ken-
nedy Space Center at Mer-
ritt Island, Florida. It was 

launched on January 13, 1993 
and successfully deployed a 
NASA Tracking and Data Re-
covery Satellite. 

Also of signifi cance to Ma-
rio Runco is that he then be-
came the 48th American to 
walk in space. The space suit, 
as an aside, cost 10 million 
dollars. The mission lasted 
for 5 days, 23 hours, and 38 
minutes before returning to 
the Kennedy Space Center.

 His fi nal space mission 
was aboard Space Shuttle En-
deavor (STS-77) which was 
launched on May 19, 1996. 
That fl ight successfully de-
ployed two satellites which 
included the Spartan / In-
fl atable Antenna Experiment 
and a small satellite test unit. 
The mission lasted 10 days 
and 39 minutes, returning to 
earth on May 29, 1996 at 7:09 
a.m. The Bronx can be very 
proud that a native son was 
among the select few chosen 
for NASA’s space program. Mario Runco, Jr., Bronx astronaut.

REPRINTED FROM 6/7/2012
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
IGRT RADIATION THERAPYRADIATION THERAPY-CHEMOTHERAPY-

IMMUNOTHERAPY-CLINICAL STUDIES

COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CARE
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2016

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2016!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593

Rates
1/8 PAGE

(4.3”X2.78”)

$225
1/4 PAGE

(4.3”X5.69”)

$425
1/2 PAGE

(8.75”X5.69”)

$675
FULL PAGE

(8.75”X11.5”)

$1098

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on June 24, 2016.

Gianna Dell’Olio
BronxWorks

Tiffany Warren
Omnicom Group

Effi e Ardizzone
NYC Department of

Environmental Protection

Hetty Fox
Community Activist

Joyce A. Rivera
St. Ann’s Corner

of Harm Reduction

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson
Eastchester Heights
Community Center

Catherine Praino
Sisters, Servants of Mary Auxiliary 

Jessica Zufall
Special Citizens Futures Unlimited

Joyce Higginson Davis
Mid-Bronx Council Services

Nicole Perrino
Team Bronx Mama

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch
82nd Assembly Female

District Leader

Andrea Siegel
Pelham Parkway

Neighborhood Association

Avril Francis
WVIP FM Radio/BronxNet

Linda Cunningham
Artist

Debra Arles
St. Joseph School for the Deaf

Chrys Napolitano
Columnist, Food for Thought

Lynne Greco
Educator

Meiling Viera Delgado
Friends of Crotona Park

Leenda Bonilla
Artist

Evern Gillard-Randolph
Producer/Playwright/Lyricist

Olga Luz Tirado
Bronx Tourism Council

Peggy Robles Alvarado
Poet

Zeli Deth Diaz Hatch
Educator

Giselle Melendez Susca
Former Executive Director of 

Kingsbridge Heights Community Center

Maria Aponte
Founder, Latina Fifty-Plus
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7th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 - 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2016
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
              Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Tiffany Warren

Effie Ardizzone

Hetty Fox

Joyce A. Rivera

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson

Catherine Praino

Jessica Zufall

Nicole Perrino

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch

Andrea Siegel

Avril Francis

Linda Cunningham

Chrys Napolitano

Lynne Greco

Leenda Bonilla

Evern Gillard-Randolph

Olga Luz Tirado

Peggy Robles Alvarado

Giselle Melendez Susca

Maria Aponte

Keynote Speaker:
Lieutenant Governor 

Kathleen Hochul
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the New York Times. 
The councilman said at the Flynn cer-

emony that as the youngest elected offi -
cial in the city, and as a young person, he 
believes it is important to remember the 
older generation of community leaders. 

Jose Padilla Jr., a longtime St. Martin 
of Tours parishioner and a friend, helped 
coordinate the effort to get the street 
named in honor of Fr. Flynn. 

“(He) came out and spoke with the res-
idents,” said Padilla, “He spoke to a lot of 
the immigrants…he was not only a inspi-
rational religious leader, but he was also 
a community leader as a priest.” 

The very fact that he was out and 
about in the community also made him 
different than many priests, said Padilla, 
adding that he also visited the his fl ock 
in nursing homes and hospitals, said Pa-

Fr. John Flynn, pastor of St. Martin of Tours,  street renaming
From page 1

dilla. 
Flynn was ordained in Yonkers in 1955 

and served at several borough parishes 
throughout the years until his passing 
at the age of 83, including St. Raymond’s 
from 1958 to 1972, and St. John Chrysos-
tom and St. Francis of Assisi in the 1970s 
and 1980s. 

Mary Ellen Loveless, Fr. Flynn’s sis-
ter, called her brother a true “priest of 
the people.”

“He saved people, he ready did,” 
said Loveless. “He was someone who 
walked the streets at night to see if he 
could help people; he was not someone 
who just sat in his room.” 

Loveless said that her brother was 
a giver, not a taker, and that it was her 
honor to have Flynn as her sibling.

Heidi Hynes, executive director of 
the Mary Mitchell Center, recalled in 

her remarks that Flynn was a role-
model to her and many others. 

A large contingent from St. Martin 
of Tours parish was on hand when the 

sign was revealed on May 27. 

(l-r) Fr. Flynn’s sister Mary Ellen Loveless, Jose Padilla Jr. and Councilman Ritchie Torres 
hold a ‘John C Flynn Way’ street sign after the co-naming on Friday, May 27. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

named’ road must remain and that the 
parkway’s tree-lined lanes must be pre-
served. 

Another major concern regarding 
the project are the number of trees that 
will have to be removed during con-
struction, a point that Pelham Parkway 
Preservation Alliance co-founder Jo-
seph Menta discussed. 

“New York City has not quantifi ed 
the amount of trees that are intended 
to be removed due to disease…or to 
make way for utility installation,” said 
Menta. 

The preservation group is against 
any parkland alienation for the instal-
lation of unnecessary sidewalks or 
structures, but is in favor of keeping 
the unnamed roadway that has been in 
use for nearly a century.  PPPA is espe-
cially concerned about the fate of one of 
the last large elm trees that graces the 

CB 11 opposes Parkway plans
From page 1

parkway, near a bus stop the city wants 
to enlarge, at Williamsbridge Road and 
Pelham Parkway, said Menta. 

Many of the parkway’s elm trees fell 
victim to Dutch Elm Disease years ago.

“If this were Manhattan, that tree 
would stay,” said Menta. “No doubt.”

Dr. David Stevens raised objections 
about a plan to narrow the Pelham 
Parkway North service road and install 
sidewalks along the parkway side of the 
street. He called the plan “atrocious.” 

Stevens challenged the city’s claim 
that it must narrow the roadway in or-
der to meet Federal Highway Standards. 
He also took exception with the city’s 
2015 insistence that sidewalks need to 
be installed wherever cars park.

“That’s totally erroneous”, he said. 
A DDC spokeswoman stated that 

Phase 2 of the project includes a new 
trunk water main, a select bus ser-
vice lane, dedicated left turn lanes and 

(wheelchair) accessible sidewalks and 
ramps. 

“The city is committed to address 
the community board’s concerns and 
will continue to work collaboratively 
to develop the next steps for the pro-
posed plan,” stated the DDC spokes-
woman. 

Raphael Schweizer of the Bronx 

Park East Community Association said 
that overall the project will have posi-
tive benefi ts in terms of better drainage 
by the parkway and improved driving 
conditions. 

However, he added that as was the 
case with the eastbound side of the proj-
ect, the city is continuing to make avoid-
able mistakes.

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (c) speaks before a Community Board 11 and NYC Department of 
Design and Construction on the Pelham Parkway Phase 2 Design Update public meeting on 
Wednesday, May 25. Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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STAY SAFE WHEN DRIVING IN WET WEATHER
ADVERTORIAL

Drivers must modify their 
driving habits when weather 
compromises their visibility 
and makes road conditions un-
safe. Rain can fall any time of 
year, but tends to be most prob-
lematic in spring. 

According to the Federal 
Highway Administration, wet 
roadways, and rain in par-
ticular, are the main cause of 
weather-related vehicle crash-
es. The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion notes that, between 2004 
and 2013, rain caused 573,784 
crashes.

To drive safely in the rain 
and avoid accidents, drivers 
should follow certain precau-
tions.

-
ers. Inspect and, if necessary 
change windshield wipers 
regularly to ensure they are 
working optimally. Always 
test wipers before driving in 
rainy weather.

-
ers. Reduced visibility is a ma-
jor contributor to wet-weather 
accidents. Drivers’ views may 
be hampered by falling pre-
cipitation and glare from wet 
roadways. Cloudy conditions 
and fog also compromise vis-
ibility. When using windshield 
wipers, turn on your head-
lights as well. This makes your 
vehicle more visible to other 
motorists and improves your 
own ability to see the road and 

pedestrians.

conditions. Roadways accumu-
late oil and engine fluids that 
can float in rainwater, creating 
slippery road surfaces. This is 
usually a problem during the 
first few hours of a rainstorm 
or in areas that receive little 
precipitation and then are 
subjected to downpours. These 
fluids make rain-soaked roads 
even more slippery. Slow down, 
leave more room between ve-
hicles and try driving in the 
tracks left by vehicles ahead.

-
motive group AAA says hydro-
planing, when the tires rise up 
on a film of water, can occur 
with as little as 1 ⁄12 inch of wa-

ter on the road. The group goes 
on to say that tires have to dis-
place a gallon of water per sec-
ond to keep the rubber meet-
ing the road. Drivers should 
reduce their speeds to corre-
spond to the amount of water 
on the roadway. New tires can 
still lose some contact with the 
roadway, even at a speed as low 
as 35 mph. Therefore, reducing 
speed and avoiding hard brak-
ing and turning sharply can 
help keep the rubber of the tire 
meeting the road.

the car’s windshield defroster/
defogger to improve visibility. 
Turn it on early and keep it on 
until the rain has stopped and 
visibility has improved.

can be frightening, but when 
skidding, resist any tempta-
tion to slam on the breaks. 
Instead, continue to look and 
drive in the direction you want 
to go and slowly ease up on the 
accelerator. 

important to maintain control 
over the vehicle in rainy con-
ditions, so avoid using cruise 
control.

inflation and tire tread levels 
can improve traction. AAA 
recommends checking tread 
depth by inserting a quar-
ter upside down into the tire 
groove. If you can see above 
Washington’s head, start 

shopping for new tires. Check 
tire pressure on all tires at 
least once a month. Get an ac-
curate reading when tires are 
cold and adjust air pressure 
accordingly.

-
ardous during good road con-
ditions and even more danger-
ous when visibility and other 
factors are compromised. 
Switch phones and other de-
vices off so you can fully focus 
on the road and other drivers. 

Rainy weather can contrib-
ute to poor driving conditions. 
Drivers should make changes 
to speed and other factors to 
make wet weather driving as 
safe as possible.
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“They got ahead early and they’re, obviously, a 
well-coached team. They just made the right 
plays. They moved the ball really well and we 
just weren’t ready for that.”
COACH WILLIAM CAWLEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

BY LAURA AMATO
Chris Hemsley looked at his play-

ers before the opening faceoff on May 
30 and told them he needed each and 
everyone of them to step up. 

The Fordham Prep lacrosse coach 
didn’t expect his squad to take him 
quite so literally. He had to admit he 
was pretty pleased they did. 

The Rams defeated St. Joseph’s Col-
legiate Institute 11-4 in the New York 
State CHSAA Class AA championship 
at Fordham University as six different 
players put the ball in the back of the 
net. It was Fordham Prep’s fi rst-ever 
state championship in the program’s 
fi rst state championship appearance. 

“That’s been us all year,” Hemsley 
said. “This group was a team in ev-
ery sense of the word. We’ve had great 
leadership and that’s just carried over 
throughout the entire year. I couldn’t 
be happier for these guys.”

The Rams (14-8) found it diffi cult 
to seize any early game momentum 
as St. Joe’s, out of the Buffalo Diocese, 
answered each one of Fordham Prep’s 
fi rst quarter goals. 

Then, Fordham Prep started win-
ning faceoffs. 

The Rams rattled off four straight 
goals in the fi nal fi ve minutes of the 
second quarter, taking a 7-3 lead into 
halftime as their offense fi nally set-
tled into the zone. They also grabbed a 
much-needed boost of confi dence. 

“We came out a little slow in the 
fi rst quarter and we knew we had to 
start getting into our offense,” said 
senior Andrew Abbattista, who fi n-
ished with two goals and one assist. 
“Everything was clicking in that sec-
ond quarter. We were just playing our 
game, that’s all that happened.”

St. Joe’s snapped the Rams scor-
ing streaks in the early minutes of the 
third quarter, but it wasn’t enough to 
dent the Fordham Prep lead. In fact, 
the Rams padded their cushion with a 
pair of goals in the third quarter. 

It also helped that James Corasan-
iti was a wall in net. The sophomore 
goalie racked up 12 saves in the vic-
tory and shut down a handful of St. 
Joe’s offensive attempts, keeping the 
Maurauders off the board in the fi nal 
22 minutes of play. 

“I think holding back and letting 
kids run down the alley and take 
shots I could save was helping us out,” 
Corasaniti said. “The guys in front of 

me were such a huge help and I just ap-
preciate it so much.”

As the minutes ticked away, the 
game got more and more physical, 
but Fordham Prep never lost its col-
lective composure. The Rams simply 
locked in on both sides of the ball and 
went through the motions of the game, 
settling into an offensive attack that 
thrived on patience. 

“I expect that from my guys,” Hem-

sely said. “They have to behave like 
that in school here and I expect that 
to translate to the fi eld. I was never 
in doubt that they wouldn’t hold their 
composure.”

It’s been a season to remember for 
Fordham Prep and the championship 
was the metaphorical icing on the 
cake. 

It also made perfect sense that it 
was a team victory. Everyone con-

tributed. Everyone made a difference. 
And everyone made sure to touch that 
championship trophy after the fi nal 
whistle. 

Now, the Rams look to build on this 
success and they expect everyone to 
contribute. 

“This is huge,” Corasaniti said. 
“We have a lot of underclassmen and 
a lot of sophomores and this win is big 
for us.”

FORDHAM PREP CLINCHES 
FIRST STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

Fordahm Prep’s David Randell III (22) celebrate with a teammate as the Rams clinched their fi rst-ever CHSAA state title with an 11-4 victory 
over St. Joe’s on May 30. Photo by Robert Cole
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BY LAURA AMATO
It was difficult for the Cardinal 

Spellman softball team to be too 
disappointed on May 31. 

The Pilots dropped a 6-0 season-
ending loss to Sacred Heart Acad-
emy in the New York State Class 
AA CHSAA semifinals at Preller 
Field in Queens, but as the squad 
packed up their gear there weren’t 
any tears. There were no dramatic 
sighs or questions of what might 
have been. 

There was only pride. 
After all, when you record the 

most successful season in program 
history, it’s difficult to be too upset 
when it ends. 

“This season has meant so much 
to us,” junior shortstop Jada Robin-
son said. 

“Ever since I was a freshman, 
I’ve always said I have to get a ‘chip 
before I graduated and we got it. I’m 
so happy for that.”

Sacred Heart got out to a quick 
start, grabbing a three-run lead af-
ter just two innings as Janae Barra-
cato connected on a two-run double 
in the bottom of the second. 

It was a surprising change of 
pace for the Pilots (13-4) who had 
dominated in the circle through-
out the season, led by freshman ace 
Janiece Robles. Sacred Heart, out of 

the Rockville Centre Diocese, was 
simply locked in at the plate, how-
ever,  and the Spartans consistently 
put bat on ball throughout the after-
noon. 

They also put some power behind 
those swings, racking up four extra 
base hits, including a fifth inning 
home run by Barracato. 

“It was a defensive year that we 
had, that’s why we came this far,” 

Spellman coach William Cawley 
said. “They got ahead early and 
they’re, obviously, a well-coached 
team. They just made the right 
plays. They moved the ball really 
well and we just weren’t ready for 
that.”

Spellman did its best to claw out 
of the hole, but the Pilots were only 
able to record two hits in the sea-
son-ending loss. 

The squad hadn’t practiced much 
since its Archdiocese champion-
ship on May 26 and the time away 
from the field hurt the Pilots as 
they struggled to get into a rhythm. 
In the end, it was simply too much 
of a deficit. 

“At the plate we weren’t really 
focused how we’ve been,” said Jada 
Robinson, who connected on one of 
the team’s two hits. “The week off 
definitely did hurt and it showed in 
this game.”

The loss is a difficult ending to a 
historic season for Cardinal Spell-
man and while the Pilots would 
have relished the opportunity to 
compete for a state title, they refuse 
to discredit everything they accom-
plished this spring. 

The squad became the first in 
program history to clinch an Arch-
diocese title, defeating St. Joseph 
by the Sea 3-2, and the future is so 
bright it’s practically blinding. 

The Pilots aren’t happy with los-
ing, but they’re thrilled with every-
thing else and ready to build on this 
success next season. 

“We’re losing four starters,” 
Cawley said. “And they were all big 
hitters, so we’re going to have to fill 
those shoes. But I think we’re go-
ing to be a pretty good team again. 
We can adjust around with what we 
have.”

Spellman’s Historic Season Comes to an End

DJ Falciglia and the Cardinal Spellman lineup struggled at the plate on May 31, falling 6-0 to 
Sacred Heart Academy in the New York CHSAA semifi nal. CNG / Laura Amato

BY LAURA AMATO
The streak is over. 
Fieldston softball was plagued by 

errors and miscues down the stretch 
as the Eagles fell 5-4 to Poly Prep in 
the New York State Association of In-
dependent Schools softball champion-
ship at Manhattanville College on May 
25. 

The Eagles had won three straight 
state titles from 2013 to 2015, including 
a victory over Poly Prep last season. 

“My girls played their hearts out,” 
Fieldston coach Stefanie Gozdiewski 
said. “It’s a championship game, you’ve 
got to play perfect to be perfect. It was 
a tough loss for us.”

The Eagles (16-3) struggled in the 
fi eld throughout the day, making a 
handful of errors that allowed Poly 
Prep to get runners on base and even 
take a one-run lead in the second in-
ning. 

Fieldston’s bats picked up the meta-
phorical slack, however, responding in 
the bottom of the second with two runs 
as Jane Leff and Jesse Leemer con-
nected on back-to-back RBI singles. 
Grace Deardon chipped in her own 
big-time hit, blasting a triple in the 
bottom of the sixth before scoring on 
a groundout from Phoebe May to give 
Fieldston a two-run cushion heading 

into the fi nal inning. 
“We made an error and we walked 

a few girls and that led to runs,” said 
Poly Prep coach Mildred Piscopo. 
“That’s the way these games go.”

Poly Prep (13-2) refused to go out 
quietly and the Blue Devils quickly 
got runners into scoring position af-
ter Carly Corr and Morgan O’Mara re-
corded back-to-back hits. 

Things went downhill from there. 
The Eagles were able to get one out 

before Jane Molafronte hit a ground-
ball and got on base after Fieldston 
third baseman West Duchovny was 
unable to connect on the force out at 
fi rst. The play scored Corr and O’Mara 
and knotted the game at four. 

Another Fieldston error two bat-
ters later allowed Molafronte to cross 
home and gave Poly Prep a lead they 
would never again surrender. 

“I think that it was just sometimes 
in a game stuff doesn’t drop for you,” 

said Blue Devils third baseman Honor 
Sankey. “What happened in the top of 
the seventh, was things just started go-
ing our way. The key is to capitalize 
when that happens and we did.”

Fieldston did its best to rally in the 
bottom of the inning, even getting two 
runners on, but the Eagles weren’t 
able to make anything of it as the fi nal 
three batters went down in order. 

By the fi nal out, the Eagles recorded 
four errors. The miscues, of course, 
hurt late in the game, but also didn’t do 
any favors for ace Temma Levis who, 
despite the fi nal score, pitched a gem. 
The senior struck out seven with just 
one walk. 

“She deserved to win,” Gozdiewski 
said. “She hit her spots, was moving 
the ball well. She was great.”

It took a little bit longer than usual 
for the Eagles to pack up their gear 
after the game. There were tears and 
some collective shock over losing. 
There was also, however, a sense of 
unfi nished business. This team has a 
new goal in mind now and it’s simple; 
start another streak. 

“It’s kind of humbling in a sense be-
cause we know we have work to do,” 
Gozdiewski said. “We’re a young team. 
They’re ready to step up. It’s something 
to look forward to.”

Fieldston Softball Falls in State Final

Fieldston pitcher Temma Levis struck out seven in a 5-4 loss to Poly Prep in the NYSAIS 
championship on May 25. CNG / Laura Amato
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The Spellman Girls’ Varsity 
Softball Team won the New 
York Archdiocesan CHSAA 
Championship on May 25 with 
a 3-2 victory over St. Joseph by 
the Sea of Staten Island. Played 
on their home fi eld, Spellman 
fell behind by two runs early 

but came back and entered the 
7th and fi nal inning with the 
score tied at 2-2. With two out 
and the go ahead run at third 
for St. Joseph’s in the top of 
the inning, Spellman starting 
pitcher Janiece Robles settled 
down and got the third out, 

holding the St. Joseph’s squad 
scoreless. After a leadoff out 
in the bottom of the 7th, Spell-
man shortstop Jada Robinson 
reached base with a single, and 
moved to second on a sacrifi ce 
bunt. Catcher Deanna Falciglia 
came to the plate with two out 

and with the count 2 balls and 1 
strike, singled to right, scoring 
Jada for the walk off winning 
run and the championship.

Led by coaches William 
Cawley and Dan Crane, the 
team made it to the fi nal game 
by defeating two other Staten 

Island teams in the playoffs, St. 
Joseph Hill Academy 1-0, and 
previously undefeated Moore 
Catholic, 2-0. This is the fi rst 
Archdiocesan Championship 
for the Varsity Softball team. 
They now move on to the state 
championships. 

Spellman Softball Team Captures Championship

BY TROY MAURIELLO
The Fordham baseball 

team saw a successful sea-
son come to an end last week 
after the Rams were elimi-
nated in the second round of 
the Atlantic-10 Tournament.

After a tournament-open-
ing win over Saint Louis on 
May 25, the Rams lost back-
to-back games the follow-
ing day, fi rst suffering a 10-1 
loss to Rhode Island before 
seeing their season end in 
an elimination game loss to 
Saint Joseph’s.

The early exit in the tour-
nament leaves Fordham with 
an even 29-29 record on the 
season, although the Rams 
will have something to hang 
their hat on going into next 
year. They fi nished the reg-
ular season with a winning 
record for the fi rst time since 
2011, and their 14 wins in At-
lantic 10 play were the most 
they’ve recorded since 2010.

The tournament started 
well for Fordham, when 
the fi fth-seeded Rams used 
a late inning rally to top 
fourth-seeded Saint Louis. 

Joseph Serrapica got the 
start for the Rams after a 

strong regular season with a 
3.54 ERA and the senior was 
solid through fi ve innings 
before running into trouble 
in the sixth. Saint Louis ral-
lied in the inning, racking 
up four runs and grabbing 
a 4-2 lead to knock Serrapica 
out of the game. 

The Fordham offense 
found a way to respond. 
With two outs and a runner 
on second, six straight bat-
ters reached base, power-
ing the Rams to grab an 8-5 
lead. The big hit of the in-
ning came off the bat of cen-
terfi elder Jason Lundy, who 
connected on a bases-clear-
ing triple to dead center. 

Fordham added one more 
run and ultimately held on 
for a 9-7 win. Jimmy Murphy 
picked up the save, strand-
ing the tying run at the plate 
in the ninth.

The fi rst-round victory 
set the Rams up against top-
seeded Rhode Island on May 
26. However, the good vibes 
did not carry over to the next 
day for the Rams, as they 
were blown out in a 10-1 loss. 

Fordham actually held a 
1-0 lead after an unearned 

run in the top of the fi rst, 
but from that point on it was 
all Rhode Island. Fordham 
starter Greg Weissert al-
lowed two runs in the bot-
tom of the fi rst, and Rhode 
Island tacked on two more 
unearned runs in the third 
to take a 4-1 lead. The Rams 
padded their lead with a 
pair of home runs in the bot-
tom of the eighth to wrap up 
the win. 

Fordham tried to rally 
in the elimination game 
against Saint Joseph’s, even 
taking a 3-2 lead on a two-
run single from designated 
hitter Ryan Mahoney, but 
were unable to maintain the 
momentum. 

Saint Joseph’s racked up 
fi ve runs in the top of the 
ninth as seven of eight bat-
ters safely reached base. 
The Rams threatened in the 
bottom of the inning, scor-
ing two runs and putting the 
winning run on fi rst base 
with two outs, but a Lundy 
foul out ended the inning 
and handed the Rams a 7-6, 
season-ending loss.

It was a tournament to re-
member for the Rams, even 

with their relatively early 
exit. The Fordham pitch-
ing staff set a new record 
for strikeouts in a season, 
breaking last year’s record 
of 392. Senior infi elder Jo-
seph Runco also became 

the program’s all-time hits 
leader during the tourna-
ment with 242 career hits, 
surpassing Greg Smith’s re-
cord by just one with two 
hits in the season-ending 
loss against Saint Joseph’s. 

Fordham Baseball’s Season Ends

Fordham second baseman Joey Runco was named to the Atlantic-10 All-
Tournament team despite the Rams’ season-ending losses. 
 Vincent Dusovic/Atlantic 10
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes
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15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes
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45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 

Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 

our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

1200 Waters Place, Suite M108 • Bronx, NY 10461
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