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Community
protests P.S.
14 extension

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

P.S. 14’s expansion plan has
come under fire.

A coalition of community
members and parents believe the
enlargement of the Hollywood
Avenue school is too big and are
calling on the School Construc-
tion Authority to halt the project
until they have their questions
answered.

The project has probably al-
ready been put out to bid, accord-
ing to sources.

The opposition voiced their dis-
pleasure at a Community Board
10 meeting at the school on Thurs-
day, May 19, and a CB 10 Youth and
Education Committee meeting on
Monday, May 23.

Traffic conditions at pick up
and drop off time, proximity of
the annex to a nearby house, the
loss of parkland, were some of the
concerns addressed.

“Let’s stop and rethink this
and get a consensus so that people
feel that they are part of the pro-
cess,” said WLCA board member
Mary Jane Musano, who favors a
smaller addition.

Local business leader John
Cerini also wanted more commu-
nication between the community
and the SCA.

He was particularly concerned
about the current traffic conges-
tion at P.S. 14 at the start and end
of the school day.

The SCA should first gather
feedback from the stakeholders
and then ask if the planned expan-
sion is good by the community,
said Cerini, who acknowledged
the need for more student seats in
Pelham Bay and Throggs Neck.

The plan calls for a building
roughly the current size of P.S.
14, constructed to the right of
the existing schoolhouse along
Hollywood Avenue, which would
be practically against Romana

Continued on Page 11

Your Neighborhood - Your News®

1
Locar
CLASSIFIEDS ;‘

PAGE 10

MARINA DEL REY
OWNER DIES, 76

Badillo Post Office Renaming

Monday, May 23 marked a ‘red letter day’ for the historic Morrisa-
nia Post Office which was renamed in honor of the late trailblazing
statesman Herman Badillo. Gail Badillo and Congressman Jose Serrano
presented a plague bearing the former borough president, congress-
man and NYC deputy mayor’'s name to be displayed on the 442 E. 167th

Street building. Photo by Silvio Pacifico

Sal Randazzo built an
everlasting legacy

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Sal Randazzo, a visionary res-
taurateur and the founder of Ma-
rina del Rey Caterers, has passed

away at the age of 76.
Family and friends mourned
Randazzo, who opened the

Throggs Neck waterfront facility
in 1972 at the site of Dania Ma-
rina, which he and his brother
operated.

He converted the marina into
a catering business that will be
his lasting legacy, many believe..

Marina del Rey, a community

staple that Sal Randazzo first de-
signed as a one-room dining fa-
cility, gradually expanded to four
rooms, and will continue to op-
erate for the foreseeable future,
said his nephew Carl Randazzo.
“The future of Marina del Rey
is status quo,” said his nephew,
adding that Sal Randazzo built a
business from the ground up that
has endured for close to five de-
cades and that his uncle wanted
it to continue after he was gone.
“His final wish was to keep
Continued on Page 4

Unionport Bridge
replacement starts in ‘17

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Details continue to emerge
about an upcoming bridge re-
placement project that will have
consequences for east Bronx
commuters and motorists.

The replacement of the
Unionport Bridge, a vital link
under the Bruckner Inter-
change spanning Westchester
Creek, is scheduled to begin in
2017.

The bridge is a heavily trav-
elled road for motorists seeking
to access both the Bruckner and

Cross Bronx expressways and
the Hutchinson River Parkway.

According to a NYC Depart-
ment of Transportation spokes-
woman, meetings with nearby
communities are being planned
to review the construction that
will take place.

“The Unionport Bridge
project remains on track for a
spring (or) summer 2017 start
of construction, and there will
be stakeholder meetings in the
near future,” stated the spokes-

Continued on Page 4
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Outlook Point Condominiums, the gated community where the murder-suicide took place.

Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Spencer Estate murder-
suicide leaves two dead

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

A gated community in Spencer Estate
was the location of an apparent murder-sui-
cide which resulted in two deaths.

On Tuesday, May 17, just after 1:30 p.m.,
the 45th Precinct responded to an assault in
progress at 1422 Outlook Avenue.

Te police discovered a male and a female
unconscious and unresponsive as a result of
inflicted gunshot wounds to their heads.

Although it has not been confirmed by
DCPI or the 45th Precinct, reports have sur-
faced that the two deaths were the result of
amurder-suicide.

However, it has not been verified as to
who shot who, although reports claim that
39-year old Fred Rudaj, shot himself in the
head after shooting his girlfriend, 29-year
old Florida Lumi.

Rudaj and Lumi were apparently living
together in Apartment 3 of the three-story
Outlook Point Condominiums at 1422 Out-
look Avenue, that borders Eastchester Bay.

According to sources Lumi may have
been four months pregnant.

The apparent incident took place inside
the house, according to DCPI.

Local residents and building manage-
ment expressed their empathy for the two
individuals involved in the unfortunate
situation.

“They were a very nice, loving couple,”
said the manager of Outlook Point Condo-
miniums, who preferred not to disclose his
name.

“This community has lost two good peo-
ple - and a lot of residents are heartbroken
because of this double-tragedy,” he said.

“I didn’t know them, but from what I've
heard, they were very nice people who never

bothered anybody,” said an Outlook resi-
dent who has lived in the complex for over
10 years. “It’s sad to hear that something
like this took place.”

EMS pronounced both individuals de-
ceased at the scene.

The Medical Examiner determined that
the cause of death was a gunshot wound to
the head for each individual.

Since DCPI did not confirm this incident
as a murder-suicide, they stated that no ar-
rests have been made and that the investi-
gation is ongoing,

They have not ruled out the possibility
that a third party may have been involved.

= |
Rudaj and Lumi lived in Apartment 3 of 1422 Out-
look Avenue.

Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

POLLO CAMPERO OPENS IN SOUNDVIEW

Pollo Campero, the world's largest Latin chicken restaurant brand, celebrated the grand opening of its
newest Bronx eatery at 1590 Westchester Avenue on Wednesday, May 11. The daylong fiesta featured
delicious Latin favorites from Pollo Campero’s world-famous menu, prize giveaways and entertain-
ment for the whole family.

Julia Polanco takes a selfie with Tamborcito outside the Soundview eatery.
Photo by Edwin Soto

BELMONT LIBRARY HOSTS
STORYTELLING WORKSHOP

Children and their families joined in the creative fun.

Photo courtesy of Young Audiences New York
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Barnes & Noble at Bay Plaza| 290 Baychester Avenue | Bronx, NY @475

Saturday, June 4th Sunday, June 5th Monday, June 6th

CEREMONY
: CIZE!
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12pm: Read A Loud! am 6pm: TaeKwonDo Demo
12:30pm: Art Class Demo 12pm: Water Safety Class

1pm: ZUMBA

6:30pm: Welcome

1:30pm: Dance 6:45pm: Honoree
Performance PS 106 2pm: Arts & Crafts Presentation
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12pm-3pm: Face Painting!
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Laura Guerriero, Publisher, Bronx Times Reporter
Lisa Neal, YAS and Day Camp Assistant Director
Ira Schulman, Senator John D. Calandra, PS 14 Principal

Can't attend our bookfdir at Barnes § Noble?

Use this online code at checkout!

LN Online Code: 11800729
. perce‘e of your Barnes & Noble purchases during these dates
Yy, o will benefit the Bronx YMCA’s Annual Campaign

and help kids come to camp this summer!
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Sal Randazzo and his mother Anna operated Marina del Rey together.

Photo courtesy of Carl Randazzo

Sal Randazzo, Marina del
Rey owner, dies at 76,

from Page 1

the place going,” said Carl
Randazzo. “The tenure in
the management team is
unbelievable; I think in the
management team alone
we have over 100 years of
experience.”

In the late 1960s,
Randazzo drew up plans
for Marina del Rey while
working at his family’s
Throggs Neck Italian res-
taurant, Tom’s Villa Bi-
anca, located at the corner
of East Tremont Avenue
and Sullivan Place, his
nephew said.

“He wanted the best
food, the best presentation
for people having parties,”
he said.

Randazzo relied on his
mother Anne and his late-
wife Lorraine, for interior
decoration, menu plan-
ning and also with build-
ing a system for running
Marina del Rey that was
ultimately used in other
businesses, according to
information supplied by
his family.

With an amazing atten-

tion to detail, Sal Randazzo
built Marina del Rey into a
highly successful endeavor
after the tragic death of
his older brother, who had
been running the marina,
said Don Kelly, his friend
of 60 years.

“What’s interesting
about Sal is that he had (lit-
tle) formal education,” said
Kelly. “And despite that, he
envisioned, designed, built
and managed this extraor-
dinary business.”

Sal Randazzo left a leg-
acy of hard work, opportu-
nity, generosity, laughter
and love, said Kelly, adding
that everyone got to know
him personally and that he
was very generous.

“(Marina del Rey) has
had an effect on literally
thousands of young men
and women who worked
there as they were paying
their tuition for college,”
said Kelly. “So many went
on to to medical and law
school, and to financial in-
stitutions, etcetera.”

Randazzo was an ex-
traordinary conversation-

alist, said Kelly, and was
open to discussing any
topic.

“There was nothing
that he could not get his
head around,” said Kelly.
“He was that facile intel-
lectually.”

His nephew best re-
membered his charisma.

“He was very charis-
matic, and I think that cha-
risma showed through the
business, and was really
the heart of the business,”
he said.

Sal Randazzo was from
the Throggs Neck commu-
nity, growing up on Lafay-
ette Avenue, said Carl
Randazzo.

The cause of death was
complication from a stroke
he suffered. He passed
away on Monday, May 23.

He is survived by two
stepchildren, Joseph
Benedetto and Melody
Moricco. His two nephews
Frank Randazzo and Carl
Randazzo, his niece Anita
Price, and his girlfriend
Lucy Garcia also survive
him.

P.S. 14’s expansion plan comes
under fire by community

amhase -family house,
the homeowner said.

“What really concerns
me is this building will be
right up to the wall of my
house,” said Campisi, add-
ing that the building would
block air and light to her
home and outdoor seating
areas.

She is also concerned
about diminished air qual-
ity during the construction,
as a family member has
asthma, she said.

“Idon’t think it is a good
project to have on this block;
it is just too big,” she said.

P.S. 14 parent Gianna

Dell’Olio said that the
school definitely needs more
space, but that the location
of the school, at the Bruck-
ner Expressway, poses seri-
ous traffic problems.

As it stands now, one of
her fellow parents gets to
the school an hour in ad-
vance of dismissal to secure
anearby parking space. She
added that many parents
triple-park when they pick
up their children.

CB 10 plans to send a
letter to the SCA outlining
community concerns said
the district manager Ken-
neth Kearns.

The board’s Youth and
Education Committee on
May 23 included a presenta-
tion by an SCA official, who
said the agency is not re-
quired to conduct a traffic
study before a project is put
out to bid, stated meeting
attendee Andrew Chirico,
WLCA board member.

“If (the SCA) really felt
that they were doing the
right thing, they would
not...be pushing people out
of the decision making pro-
cess,” said Musano. “This is
not a community that is be-
ing unreasonable. They are
not saying no extension.”
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(I-r) Victoria Malone, Jayden Gale, Ryan Malone and Edward Sanchez with their ‘save our school’ post-

ers.

Photo courtesy of Mary Jane Musano

Call 718.260.2555

.o sell your eanr in our
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS

& get... Real Resulis!

CEO: Les Goodstein

PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER:
Jennifer Goodstein

General Phone: (718) 260-4595
By Mail: Bronx Times Reporter
3604 B E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

Community News Group
I B

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a subsidiary of
News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced,
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Bronx

NEWS
Fax: (718) 518-0038

E-Mail: bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Times Reporter, 3604 B E. Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

DISPLAY ADVERTISING

Phone: (718) 260-4593

Fax: (718) 518-0038

E-Mail: Iguerriero@cnglocal.com

CLASSIFIED

Phone: (718) 260-2555

Fax: (718) 260-2549

E-Mail: classified@cnglocal.com

BXTimes.com

MEMBER:
NEW YORK PRESS ASSOCIATION




Beth Abe’s new owners to cu

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

The employees at one of the bor-
ough’s oldest nursing homes are uncer-
tainabout their future.

After the Beth Abraham Health Ser-
vices facility was sold by CenterLight
Health System to Centers Health Care
in April, are leery over a pending ben-
efits agreement.

According to Beth Abraham employ-
ees, the newly proposed collective bar-
gaining agreement would reduce em-
ployees’ salaries by 15%, reduce staff,
eliminate a week of vacation time as
well as reduce the numbr of sick days.

In addition, employees will have to
transition through a three-month pe-
riod without job security starting July
10, as part of the agreement.

The rehab facility’s union, 1199,
has until Thursday, May 26 to reach an
agreement.

Ifthe facility and union cannot come
to terms the union will consider a srike
action, employees said.

“I don’t know what to expect in the
coming months - everything is un-
known,” said a nurse of over 20 years
who wished to remain anonymous.

The nurse added that under the Cen-
terLight Health System contract, em-
ployees were promised a two percent

Dear Golf Enthusiast and
Scouting Supporter:

On Thursday, June 9th, 2016, the Boy Scouts will
host the 4th Annual Boy Scout Golf Invitational!

The Greater New York Councils, Boy Scouts of
America is a 501c3 organization. The proceeds

raise in October, which is now off the
table.

She also added that employees will
not be entitled to retirement funds for
at least five years.

In addition, she said that Beth Abe’s
parking lots willno longer be free to
the staff .

“It’s a very tough situation and a
very difficult time for us (employees),”
she said.

Last week, about 30 employees gath-
ered in the lobby of the Beth Abraham
facility wearing purple and lavender
in support of the union.

Centers Health Care legal represen-
tatives, who were present, threatened
to call the cops if they continued there
action, even though a rally or a protest
was not taking place.

The union will meet with Center
Health Care’s lawyers next Tuesday,
May 31.

A nursing assistant of nearly 15
years said, “This facility has not only
supported its employees, but also the
residents and families of this com-
munity for many years,” she said. “It
seems like all of that support gone.”

Raphael Schweizer, a community ac-
tivist said, “For all the positive impact
that CenterLight has had on this com-

munity in the past, the way they have
handled this transaction has been a
slap in the face to us.”

A neighborhood staple since the
1920s, the 90-year old facility has nearly
450 beds with three floors designated
for short-term rehabilitation and two
floors dedicated to Alzheimer’s disease
and dementia patients.

The nursing home also provides
more than 100 recreational programs
and activities for its patents and visi-
tors each month.

Back in January, it was announced
that CenterLight would have to re-pay
$47 million after it was found guilty of
overbilling Medicaid.

In the settlement, CenterLight ad-
mitted to enrolling 1,200 Medicaid be-
neficenaries who were not eligible to
receive managed long-term care.

Centers Health Care was founded in
the Bronx in 1996 and is now headed by
CEO Kenny Rozenburg, the owner of
over 30 nursing home facilities in New
York, New Jersey and Connecticut.

Centers Health Care chose not to
comment for the article until the clos-
ing of the Beth Abraham facility deal
is finalized, out of respect for the Cen-
terLight, according to a Centers Health
Care spokesperson.

4" Annual

from this tournament will help provide Camp
Scholarships known as ‘Camperships’ for needy

Scouts in the Bronx.

The Boy Scouts Mission is to prepare young

people to make ethical and moral choices over

Boy Scout
Golf Tournament

Name

t benefits

(Right) Beth Abraham Health Services facility.
Photo - Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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Prepared. For Life."

Title

Company

the course of their lifetimes by instilling in them
the values of the Scout Oath & Scout Law. The
BSA is comprised of many volunteers in the Bronx
and the Greater New York Councils relies on the
kind generosity of FRIENDS, FAMILY, &
COMMUNITY MEMBERS to keep our organization
thriving as the leading youth organization in the
Country.

We hope you will be able to support the program
this year and join us at the Golf Invitational on
June 9th!

2016 Golf Committee

Lenny Caro, Mercy College
Joseph Kelleher, Hutchinson Metro Center
Michael O'Gara, Wealth Management Advisor
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For More Information Contact:
Jason E. Tewes
E-Mail: Jason.Tewes@scouting.org

Thursday, June 9th, 2016

11:30 a.m. Check-In & Lunch

>

Van Cortlandt Golf Course
Van Cortlandt Park South & Bailey Ave
Bronx, NY 10471

Address

City.

Email

Phone( )

O Check Enclosed O Bill Me
(Please make checks payable to GNYC-BSA)

o[@8] o o[ 2] -

Signature

Credit Card #:

Expiration Date:

Names of your Foursome (please print)

REGISTER ONLINE: www.bsa-gnyc.org/bronxgolf

RETURN TO: Jason Tewes, Greater New York Councils,
350 Fifth Ave — Suite 7820
New York, NY 10118

ORFAXTO: (212)242-6218
Acct: 1-4202-133-10
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Birch Coffee opens Bronx shop in HP

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

If you are a coffee fanatic
andliveinthe Bronx, youmay
want to visit Hunts Point.

On Tuesday, May 24,
Birch Coffee held a grand
opening celebration after
opening Birch Coffee House,
their first coffee shop location
in the Bronx at 866B Hunts
Point Avenue, giving Hunts
Point its first coffee shop in
40 years.

The coffee shop offers
espresso, cappuccino, latte,
mocha, hot cocoa, chai latte,
tea and cold brew, better
known as iced coffee. A vari-
ety of muffins, donuts, scones,
croissants and even granola
bars are also available.

The shop’s design fea-
tures trendy exposed brick
walls, reclaimed barn wood
and stone countertops, which
were donated by the nearby
Colonna Marble Company.

The shop is located near
the 2, 5, and 6 train subway
stops and will be near the

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

Issues at an Allerton
public school continue to
generate concern among
parents and teachers.

A teacher with 10 years
at the school, but who was
recently fired without
being formally charged,
asked how much longer
will the school suffer un-
der its current principal?

P.S. 89 The Williams-
bridge School’s princi-
pal, Ralph Martinez, who
has been the school’s top
administrator since Sep-
tember of 2010, has sin-
gle-handedly removed
or reassigned nearly 100
teachers, including 20
teachers during a one-
week stretch, according
to teachers as well as par-
ents whose students cur-
rently attend the school.

Teachers have been
removed from their class-
room settings and moved
to other classrooms with-
out parents being noti-
fied, they also claim.

Martinez has removed

Hunts Point Metro North sta-
tion, which is slated to open
in 2018.

For the next two weeks,
the coffee shop will have a
soft grand opening and will
be open from 7a.m. to 2 p.m.

“With the opening of this
coffee shop, now everybody in
this neighborhood has access
to great coffee,” said Jeremy
Lyman, co-owner of Birch
Coffee. “This is a new experi-
ence and we are very excited
to have our business located
inthis area.”

“I wasn’t very familiar
with the Bronx initially, but
I knew that this would be a
great area for this business
if we did it right,” said Paul
Schlader, co-owner of Birch
Coffee. “There has been a
need for a coffee shop here
for a long time, so there was
no hesitation and no question
that we wanted to pursue an
opportunity here - it was a no-
brainer.”

“It certainly wasn’t easy,

teacher: ‘Prmup

parent coordinator and
respected community
icon Francine Palmiery
as well as assistant prin-
cipal Karen Shapiro, who
brought in many pro-
grams and grants, includ-
ing over $250,000 for ren-
ovations of the school’s
auditorium and library.

In his six-years as
principal, Martinez has
been responsible for the
replacement of 95 of its
145 teachers.

“My question is - why
does this man still have
a job? It’'s amazing,”
asked Samuel Pagan, who
spent nearly a decade as
a teacher, teacher’s as-
sistant and paraprofes-
sional at P.S. 89 before be-
ing released earlier this
month.

He was previously sus-
pended indefinitely on al-
legations of misconduct
which were never formal-
ized.

He was switched to
three different classes
during a four-month pe-

(I-r) Schlader, Carter and Lyman at the grand opening celebration.

Photo by Silvio Pacifico

but we (Jeremy and I) couldn’t
have asked for better partners
and supporters in StartUp
Box, the Majora Carter Group
and the NYC Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce - and these

P.S. R9
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are organizations that know
this neighborhood as well as
anybody,” Schlader added.
“Residents and businesses
in this area have dreamed
of having a coffee shop in

I ”leTII

P.S. 89 The Williamsbridge School.

Goodstein

Community News Group / Steven

riod. He also claims that
he had not been repri-
manded once during his
entire teaching career.
“He (Martinez) does
not care about the stu-

dents or their needs and
it’'s a shame that new
teachers can’t make noise
about this because they
don’t have knowledge of
what is really going on

the nelghborhood for a long
time,” said Majora Carter, a
local resident and founder of
StartUp Box and the Majora
Carter Group, both partner-
ing organizations of Birch
Coffee which are based in
the neighborhood.

“This is not just a cof-
fee shop - it’s one of the best
rated coffee businesses in
NYC, and that’s what the
Bronx deserves and needs to
progress,” she said.

“Getting the highest qual-
ity coffee shop possible for
this area was a top priority,”
said James Chase, president
of StartUp Box. “The south
Bronx usually gets ‘second
best’ compared to other bor-
oughs, but this is a differ-
ent story and residents have
shown an incredible amount
of support towards this new

business.”

“From the time I first
heard about this idea, I knew
that we had to get this coffee
shop in the neighborhood,”

said Sulma Arzu-Brown, an-
otherlocal resident and direc-
tor of operations for the NYC
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce. “When a business like
this comes into a neighbor-
hood, it empowers that com-
munity in a big way. ”

Arzu-Brown also added
that she felt a special connec-
tion with Birch Coffee House
after finding out that many of
their coffee components are
imported from Honduras, her
native country.

Birch Coffee was started
by Lyman and Schlader in
October 2009, on 27th Street
between Madison and 5th av-
enues.

They currently operate
seven other locations, in-
cluding shops in the Flatiron
District, West Village, Upper
East Side, Upper West Side,
Murray Hill, lower Manhat-
tan and a 4,000 square-foot
roast house in Long Island
City, where the coffee is pro-
cessed.

al must go’

and they just want to stay
on his good side. I believe
that I was suspended, and
eventually let go, because
I reported these issues to
the DOE.”

According to Pagan,
teachers have been asked
to work 11-hour days (7
a.m. to 6 p.m.) as well as
on Saturdays. “This man
is a repeat violator - and
the public as well as the
state needs to know about

this.”
Martinez is also
responsible for vio-

lating student’s Indi-
vidualized Education
Programs, the teachers
and parents charged.
The switching and

removal of teachers
has interfered with stu-
dent’s IEPs.

“The situation hasn’t
gotten any better,” said
Iris Rosario, a parent
who was awarded over
$80,000 from the NYC
Department of Educa-
tion because P.S. 89 vio-
lated her two sons’ IEP

programs.

“There has been a
big mis-usage of funds
and a lot of corruption
taking place at this
school,” she added.

Earlier this month,
former teachers and
parents, including Ro-
sario and Pagan, at-
tended DOE town hall
meetings in Long Is-
land City and Flatbush,
where they expressed
their concerns about
P.S. 89.

DOE chancellor Car-
men Farina was “dis-
engaged” and “uninter-
ested”, often staring at
her phone or talking to
others while their com-
plaints were made at
the meeting, they said

Back in March, par-
ents and former teach-
ers demanded Marti-
nez’ ouster at a rally in
front of P.S. 89.

Neither the DOE
or the principal, re-
sponded to requests for
comment.



Partnered with Marketing and Adver-
tising Solutions, Inc. and Pitorro PMD,
the Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade,
Inc. hosted its 30th Annual Networking
Mixer on Tuesday, May 17 at the Port
Morris Distillery. The mixer was hosted
by Artie Rodriguez and featured live
musical performances by Flaco Na-
vaja and the Razo Blades. All proceeds
raised from the event will be used to
fund parade-related activities in the
community and the annual children’s
scholarships.

Left, Artie Rodriguez just wanted one
drink before the party started.

Insert, (I-r) Marketing and Advertis-
ing Solutions's Areliz Diaz, Leslie Vega
and Jackie Villanueva, participated in
the networking mixer.

All Photos by Silvio Pacifico

(I-r) Mic

hael Lambert, Jerome-East Gun Hill Road Business Improve-

(I-r) Former parade queens Rosemary Colon and Elizabeth Hidalgo, parade
director Maritza Martinez, former parade queen Gloria Rodriguez and current
queen Angela Soto joined in the day’s festivities.

Fransisco Gonzalez, Angela Soto, Rosemary Colon, Ruben Rios and Gloria Rodriguez
had a great time celebrating their organization's milestone.
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Local photographer
to exhibit Cuban

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

A local photographer recently captured
the life and times of the people living only 90
miles off the coast of Florida.

Walter Pofeldt, of Waerbury-LaSalle, will
debut a selection of 20 prints from his 12-day
trip to Cuba in October 2015 at an exhibit
called ‘The Faces of Cuba,” opening at the
Poe Park Visitor Center on Saturday, July
2.

The exhibition opening is from 1:30 p.m.

N
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Waterbury-LaSalle based photographer Walter
Pofeldt captured photos of Cuba, like this one of
street musicians, that will be part of a new exhibit.

Photo Courtesy of Walter Pofeldt

to 4:30 p.m., and the photos will be viewable
between 8 a.m and 4 p.m. until Sunday, July
31.

Pofeldt said his images depict his impres-
sion of the Cuban people as individuals, and
presents them in a non-political way.

“I hope people take away from these pho-
tos a good impression of the Cuban people
themselves,” said Pofeldt. “I don’t want to
be political at all; I just feel like they are a
group of people who are just like any other
people trying to get along in life.”

The photographer, who has spent 15 years
working at the Bronx Times Reporter both
as a staff member and a freelancer, said that
he encountered a people who are preserver-
ing under some difficult conditions.

“Regardless of the hardships that they
endure, they are a warm, friendly and proud
people,” he stated, added that Cuba is a coun-
try that is suspended in time, and that mu-
sic and art appear to be everywhere in the
island nation.

During his time in Cuba, he photo-
graphed Havana, Cienfuegos, the city of
Trinidad, as well as a fishing village that
many believe was Ernest Hemingway’s in-
spiration for his short masterpiece “The Old

Walter Pofeldt's lens photographs a Cuban market. This and other photos will be on exhibit soon.

Photo Courtesy of Walter Pofeldt

Man and the Sea.’

The group he was with also toured Hem-
ingway’s Cuban home, a coffee plantation,
a senior center, a childcare center and vis-
ited a modern dance company that has per-
formed in New York called Malpaso Dance,
he said.

There is very little crime or graffiti van-
dalism in Cuba, added Pofeldt, who said that
a tour guide suggested it was because of the
country’s educational system.

While there are no overt signs of extreme
poverty, people live a hand-to-mouth exis-
tence in crumbling Spanish-styled build-
ings, said Pofeldt.

The photos in the exhibit, as well as the

others the photographer took reflect all of
this.

“I did not go to Cuba specifically to take
pictures, but of course, I had my camera,”
he said. “A lot of the pictures are portraits
where I saw an interesting face and asked to
photograph them.”

In the majority of cases, the Cuban
people he met were obliging subjects, said
Pofeldt.

Poe Park Visitor Center is located at 2640
Grand Concourse in Bedford Park.

For more information, call (718) 365-
5516.

The exhibit curator, Lucy Aponte, can be
reached at lucy.aponte@parks.nyc.gov.

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN

On Saturday, May 28, the 152nd

Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade set

Next month will mark the 30-year
anniversary of one of the borough’s big-
gest parades.

The Bronx Puerto Rican Day Parade
will take place on Sunday, June 5, giv-
ing local Puertorriquenos and Puertor-
riquenas an opportunity to celebrate
their culture.

The parade, which is planned and
organized by the Bronx Puerto Rican
Day Parade, Inc. and LaSorsa Automo-
tive Group, will start from 192nd Street
to Van Cortlandt Avenue East on the
Grand Concourse.

The parade, which will be produced
by MAS Productions and hosted by
Artie Rodriguez and Yamilet Mia, will
kick off at 10 a.m. at Poe Cottage Park,
located at 2640 Grand Concourse.

Sponsors for the parade include the
Daily News, Red Bull, I-Hop, Jimmy'’s
Grand Cafe, Bronx Lebanon Hospital
Center, Mercy College, DJ Ambulette,
Pitorro Port Morris Distillery, Delicioso
Coco Helado, HealthFirst and United-
Healthcare, among others.

Floats at the parade will showcase
many of its sponsors.

“This is a very important event for
the Bronx - probably one of the most im-
portant events of the year,” said Mike
Sassano, general sales manager for La-

LaSorsa Automotive Group employees (I-r) John Ninivaggi, Bill Lopez, Melinda Rodriguez, Will LaVia,

Jesus Castillo and (standing) Sassano at last year's parade.

Photo courtesy of LaSorsa Automotive Group

Sorsa Automotive Group, who will be
the parade’s honorary grand marshal
this year and who’s company has been
involved in the parade for over a de-
cade.

“We have, and will continue to show
up front and center to this annual pa-
rade because we want to show that
greatly support community activities
and events such as this one.”

“We are honored to be involved in

this parade, especially since we spe-
cialize in connecting and collaborat-
ing with other businesses,” said Diana
Vega, assistant marketing manager for
MAS Productions.

“Currently, Puerto Rico is going
through hardship, and this parade will
let people of Puerto Rican decent in the
Bronx know that we are aware of the sit-
uation and that we are hear to support
them during this difficult time.”

Street Cultural Festival will take place
on 152nd Street between Jackson and
Union avenues, which will be held in
preparation for the parade.

The festival, which takes place from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., will include musical
performances, dancing, comedy, celeb-
rity appearances and a children’s pavil-
ion with storytelling, face painting and
arts and crafts, among other festivities.

This past Tuesday, May 17, the Bronx
Puerto Rican Day Parade hosted a net-
working mixer, which included live per-
formances from Flaco Navaja and the
Razor Blades and music by DJ Samr,
also held in preparation for the parade.

The event was held at the Pitorro
Port Morris Distillery, a supporter of
the parade for many years.

The 59th annual Puerto Rican Day
Parade will take place on Fifth Avenue
from 44th to 79th streets on Sunday,
June 12 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., for those
who also want to attend the parade in
Manhattan.

For more information, applications
and sponsorship opportunities for the
parade, please contact MAS Produc-
tions at info@masmarketing.com or
call (917) 806-7088. For more informa-
tion, go to www.facebook.com/bxprpa-
rade.



THE QUESTION:

Who is the new voice in morning radio
that everyone is talking about?

THE ANSWER:

JOEPISCOPOY

e He’s Funny
* He’s Smart

e He’s Informative
- and a great
way to start

!’ ’ by day!
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i BRONX Weekly classifieds

To Advertise Call: 718-260-2555 - classified@cnglocal.com

> EMPLOYMENT, LEGALS, SERVICE DIRECTORY

Deadline: 4pm Thursday

To Place Your Ad

Call 718-260-2555

>MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

>MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

> SECURITY > SECURITY
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

>MOVERS- >MOVERS-
LICENSED ‘ LICENSED

>LEGAL

Home Health Aides

Personal Care Aides
Live-In’s FT/PT Positions
Immediate Hire! Choose your hours.

Great hourly & live-in cases.

Excellent Vacation & Holiday pay!

PRIME CARE, Inc.
56 W. 45 St, Rm. 1404, NYC

SECURITY OFFICERS/
FIRE GUARDS

Security Officers & Fire Guards
Must Have Valid S/O License/ Fire Guard
Pay Rate $11/ Shifts Vary
High School Diploma/ GED
Health Benefits and 401K

WALK-INS WELCOME:
US SECURITY ASSOCIATES
1560 BROADWAY, SUITE 1209

212-944-0244 NEW YORK, NY 10036

Call 212-391-6957

> SALES > SALES > SALES > SALES
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE

FULL TIME » BRONX LOCATION, EAST TREMONT AVE

newspapers, websites and magazines.

advertising and special projects

RESPONSIBILITIES

* Identify client needs, communicate
the henefits of our audience-hased
marketing solutions as they relate to
each need and then sell the appropriate
campaign.

* Negotiate contracts.

* Manage day-to-day activities using a
CRM system.

* Meet or exceed revenue expectations.

Community News Group
— —

Bronx Times Reporter is currently seeking an Advertising Sales Executive to
sell print and digital advertising New York’s largest collection of family owned

In this role, you will sell advertising with an emphasis on print & digital classified

QUALIFICATIONS

* Sales experience.

¢ Understanding of digital media
platforms and be digitally savvy.

* Proficient in sales calling including
up-selling, appointment setting and
cold calling.

* Ability to work through objections/
concerns regarding costs, budgets
and selling strategies.

POSITION OFFERS
Base salary plus commission, 401 K, paid vacation and medical

Please send your resume and cover letter
to: atarley@cnglocal.com or call 718-260-8340

BRONX Tiimes

REPORTER INC.

CNG IS AN EOE

2-10 Strong Men w/Vans &
Trucks. No Job Too Small
MOVING SUPPLIES PROVIDED

Free Est., LOW RATES. N.Y. DOT 35314
U.S. DOT 10739583 Lic/Ins.

RUBBISH REMOVAL AVAILABLE

Notice is hereby given
that an on-premise license,
#1282785 has been
applied for by EI Sabor
Casero LLC d/b/a Havana
Cafe to sell beer, wine and
liquor at retail in an on
premises establishment.
For on premises
consumption  under the
ABC law at 1247-1249
Castle Hill Avenue Bronx,
NY 10462.

Call
T18-260-2555
To Advertize Here

To
advertise
your

SCHOOL or
EDUCATION
PROGRAM

call
718.260.2555

BY/SHOPPING
IN'OUR
CLASSIEIEDS




Dozen CI blocks
to get rehabbed

HBY PATRICK ROCCHIO

A major resurfacing project is scheduled
for City Island.

Over a dozen blocks on the island, mostly
near the City Island Bridge, are going to be
rehabbed beginning on Tuesday, May 31,
weather permitting, as part of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency project in
response to Hurricane Sandy.

The NYC Department of Design and
Construction will oversee the construction,
an agency spokeswoman said, adding that
it has a estimated date of completion in the
fall of 2016.

Among the items the project will tackle
are milling and paving of streets, as well
as the installation of some curbs and side-
walks, according to DDC. Installation of
tree guards may also occur at some loca-
tions.

Councilman James Vacca said the re-
surfacing was sorely needed.

“A lot of the streets are overdue,” said
Vacca, adding “Some of the surface condi-
tions on City Island are terrible and some
of the side streets are in need of resurfacing
desperately.”

The councilman’s office has fielded a lot
of requests from islanders about road pav-
ing, he said.

Vacca said the island work crews need
to pay special attention to the pitching of
streets in relation to storm sewers.

“We just have to be careful on City Island
to make sure we have adequate drainage,”
said the councilman. “When they pave, ev-
ery block has a pitch and the street has to be
pitched exactly to the catch basins so that
the water will flow to the basins.”

Several board members of the City Is-
land Civic Association said that they had
not been informed of the project, but at least
two commented on the needed work.

Barbara Dolensek, CICA vice president,
said she thought the organization should
have been informed.

“It could be okay,” she said, “but it would
be nice to let the community know, espe-
cially the people who drive on these roads.”

Another CICA board member, Fred
Ramftl, also said that the association had
not been made aware this particular resur-
facing project, but indicated that the last
time many island streets were paved was
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Pavement at Minnieford Avenue and Sutherland Street shows signs of heavy wear.

Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

roughly 20 years ago.

“A lot of streets are full of potholes,” he
said. “We have...streets with sinkholes.”

A list of the streets that are going to see
the work, according to DDC, include: City
Island Avenue near Bridge Street; Min-
nieford Avenue between Cross and Kilroe
streets; Tier Street between City Island
and William avenues; Kirby Street between

King Avenue and Long Island Sound; Dit-
mars Street between King Avenue and
Eastchester Bay; Beach Street between
Minnieford Avenue and Long Island Sound;
Bridge Street between Minnieford and City
Island avenues; Minnieford Avenue be-
tween Sutherland and Bridge streets; and
Marine Street between City Island Avenue
and Long Island Sound.

Unionport Bridge replacement starts in ‘17

from Page 1

woman, who did not give
dates for the meetings.

According to a Hard-
esty & Hannover en-
gineering report from
July 2015 obtained by the
Bronx Times, the Union-
port Bridge replacement
project will take place in
four stages over approxi-
mately 44 months.

“Two temporary fixed
bridges over Westchester
Creek will be utilized
during a critical stage to
maintain traffic flow and
limit disruptions,” the re-
port reads.

Thetemporarybridges
will be used for a 60-day
period, according to the
report.

Councilman  James
Vacca forewarned mo-
torists of delays on and
around a bridge that is
often jammed with traf-
fic now.

“This is a multi-year
renovation,” said the
councilman of the proj-

ect, adding “It is going to
be an impediment to peo-
ple getting to where they
need to go.”

Community Board 10
district manager Ken-
neth Kearns said that
the board had already
requested that the traf-
fic enforcement agents
be assigned to Brush Av-
enue and Bruckner Bou-
levard, at the eastern foot
of the bridge, to handle
the westbound traffic
backup that motorists ex-
perience currently.

While a recent request
for traffic agents at that
location was denied by
NYPD, Kearns said that
the board would make an-
other request for a traffic
enforcement agent detail
as part of the city’s bridge
rebuilding contract.

Local community ac-
tivist and CB 10 member
John Marano said that
the board’s original re-
quest for traffic agents
was to help ease the flow

of traffic making turns
from Brush Avenue onto
the bridge.

He said that if motor-
ists are driving from
Throggs Neck, right
now it can take about 15
minutes at peak times to
travel on Lafayette Av-
enue, make a right onto
Brush Avenue, and then
drive roughly another
block to make a left onto
the bridge.

Traffic is backing up
allthe way tothe Hutchin-
son River Parkway Ser-
vice Road, he said, with
many motorist making
illegal U-turns.

“I feel that we need
traffic agents for the ev-
eryday traffic that is
there now, ” said Marano.
“But with this Unionport
Bridge project in front
of us, there should defi-
nitely be traffic agents as-
signed to the intersection
of Brush Avenue and the
Bruckner Expressway
service road.”

An artist rendering of the replacement Unionport Bridge that features three lanes in each
direction and dedicated bicycle/pedestrian passages. Photo courtesy of DOT

| feel that we need traffic agents for the
everyday traffic that is there now. But with this
Unionport Bridge project in front of us, there
should definitely be traffic agents assigned to the
intersection of Brush Avenue and the Bruckner

Expressway service road.
John Marano
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FREE CLASSES

English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,
& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome
Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration Dates For ESL, Citizenship and Computer Classes:
June 27th 11am- 3:30pm
June 29th 11am-3:30pm

Registration Date for TASC (GED):
June 28th 10am Sharp

For more information, please call:
Selenie Villar, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 2
Danielle Rucker, Program Counselor, 718-829-1564 EXT 3

I FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Bronx YMCA

New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program the
www.ymcanewamericans.org
www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC

£
E




	29.bronx.p01
	29.bronx.p02
	29.bronx.p03
	29.bronx.p04
	29.bronx.p05
	29.bronx.p06
	29.bronx.p07
	29.bronx.p08
	29.bronx.p09
	29.bronx.p10
	29.bronx.p11
	29.bronx.p12

