
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Country Club Civic As-

sociation is bringing in its young 
people to strengthen its organiza-
tion even more. 

A CCCA Youth Leadership 
Council was formed recently, 
stated its president, Michael Mc-
Nerney. 

The organization is thinking 
outside of the box when it comes 
to worthwhile projects that it can 
formulate and put into action, he 
stated, and this is part of it. 

Among the fi rst projects the 
Youth Leadership Council will 

tackle will be a community graf-
fi ti cleanup that the organization 
has planned for Saturday, June 25, 
said the council’s co-coordinators 
Julie Caserta and Courtney Co-
cucci. 

McNerney said that he expects 
the youth to be tremendous asset 
during the cleanup and other simi-
lar upcoming events. 

The association president 
stated that he expects  the more 
senior membership to learn a lot 
from the young people, and ex-
pects the young people to learn a 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
The disagreement between 

the city and developers of the 
proposed Kingsbridge National 
Ice Center is now in court.

On Monday, May 16, it was 
time for both sides (Mayor de 
Blasio / the NYC Economic De-
velopment Corporation and 
KNIC) to lawyer up, as a court 
hearing was held as a result of a 
lawsuit fi led last month.

The hearing was held be-
fore Judge Ruben Franco on the 
sixth fl oor of the Bronx Supreme 
Court.

Judge Franco ordered the 
city and state agencies to com-
pose a letter stating that they 
are fully committed to a loan in 
order for construction and re-
development to begin on what is 
believed to be the largest armory 
in the world.

The judge directed the letter 
to be sent to the Empire State De-
velopment Corporation, as well 
as the Public Authorities Con-
trol Board, by Monday, May 23, 
exactly a week after the initial 
hearing. 

The city must draft the let-
ter and KNIC must approve the 
letter. Franco also ordered that 
ESD and PACB must respond to 
the letter by June 1, just before 
the next scheduled court appear-
ance on June 2.

Judge Franco stated that he, 
as well as the neighborhood, 
want to see this project move for-
ward.

A plan to redevelop the Ar-
mory and transform it into the 
Kingsbridge National Ice Center 
was announced in 2013, follow-
ing other plans for the Armory 
that were proposed as early as 
the mid-1990s. 

The project’s fi nancial prog-
ress began with $20 million in 
private funding and a $138 mil-
lion construction loan commit-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
East Bronx communities feel 

they have been betrayed by City 
Hall after the mayor again side-
lined the planned reconstruction 
of a police facility. 

Mayor de Blasio left out a multi 
million dollar allocation in his re-
cently released Fiscal Year 2016-
2017 executive budget that would 
have been earmarked for the re-
construction of the police fi ring 
range at Rodman’s Neck next to 
Pelham Bay Park. 

The budget was to have in-
cluded the much needed sound 
abatement funding to quiet the 
gun range. 

Community leaders at the City 
Island Civic Association, who had 
been advocating for sound abate-
ment for over two decades, were 
disappointed. 

The budget for FY 2016-2017 is 
scheduled to go into effect on Fri-
day, July 1. 

Councilman James Vacca said 
prior to the release of the may-
or’s budget that he fully expected 
a $150 million appropriation for 
sound attenuation at the range. 

The councilman said he had 
been advised that plans to recon-
struct the Rodman’s Neck police 
facility and add sound controls 

Your Neighborhood — Your News®May 22, 2016

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 10

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMUPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COMA CNG Publication • Vol. 67 No. 5 • Vol. 67 No. 5 A CNG Publication • Vol. 5 No. 21 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COM

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 11

RODMAN’S NECK $$
YANKED BY MAYOR

Funds to rebuild not budgeted

Move forward 
with armory 
plans: judge

Envisioning Better Health
Inspiring Bronxites to lead more active and healthier lives, Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted a Friday, May 13 ‘Health Day: I Am #Not 62’ 
event at Fordham Plaza as part of this year’s Bronx Week celebrations. 
The borough president joined residents in experiencing the healing pow-
ers of yoga and many other fun, physical activities.    Photo by Edwin Soto

Country Club Civic 
forms youth council
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BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A proposed NYC Housing Au-

thority development is slated for 
Mott Haven in the near future.

On Thursday, May 5, the NY-
CHA announced a plan to de-
velop three affordable residential 
buildings in the city, including 
Mill Brook Terrace, a project that 
will provide senior housing.

The proposed nine-story de-
velopment, which will be located 
within the Mill Brook Houses 
complex at East 135th Street be-
tween St. Ann’s and Cypress av-
enues, will provide 156 new af-
fordable units for low-income 
seniors. 

Currently an accessory park-
ing lot, the property will include 
a ground fl oor senior community 
center, a commercial kitchen, a 
large dining room, neighborhood 
community space and activity 
rooms for senior programming. 

Other features planned for the 
development include a roof-top 
garden, terraced walls and a pub-
lic garden area with seating for 
seniors. 

Proposed sustainable features 
include energy effi cient windows 
as well as provision for recyclable 

and organic composting.
Approximately 30% of the 

apartments will be set-aside for 
supportive housing, while 42% 
of the apartment units will re-
quire a 60% area median income, 
which is about $43,500 per year 
for a family of two or $38,100 for 
an individual.

The Bronx site’s developer is 
West Side Federation for Senior 
and Supportive Housing, a non-
profi t organization with over 40 
years of experience in develop-
ing, managing and providing so-
cial services to seniors living in 
Manhattan and the Bronx, and 
is the largest provider of senior 
housing and services in Mott Ha-
ven.

According to NYCHA, the 
deal with WSFSSH is expected 
to be fi nalized by the end of the 
year, with construction begin-
ning in 2017. The ultimate goal is 
to have the development leased 
up with new tenants moving into 
the building sometime in 2019.

“The selected proposal is in-
credibly strong and greatly re-
fl ects the community conversa-
tions we have had with residents 
in the past,” said NYCHA chair 

and CEO Shola Olatoye. 
“Housing New York requires 

city agencies to work more col-
laboratively and creatively than 
ever before to fi nd bold solutions 
to the affordability crisis we cur-
rently face,” said Vicki Been, 
commissioner of HPD. 

“I congratulate WSFSSH on 
their designation and we look for-
ward to working together to cre-
ate high-quality developments 
that strengthen the fabric of this 
neighborhood,” Been added.

“We are thrilled to have the op-
portunity to build on our 40-year 
track record of providing afford-
able housing and social services 
for seniors,” said Paul Freitag, ex-
ecutive director of WSFSSH. We 
look forward to working closely 
with NYCHA and the local com-
munity to create a development 
that will enhance the lives of low-
income seniors throughout the 
south Bronx.”

Along with Mill Brook Ter-
race, NYCHA also announced 
senior developments at the Van 
Dyke Houses in Brownsville 
Brooklyn as well as the Inger-
soll Houses in Fort Greene, 
Brooklyn.

NYCHA plans Mill Brook senior housing

Rendering of Mill Brook Terrace. Photo courtesy of New York City Housing Authority
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Mayor yanks Rodman’s Neck $$ 
to rebuild, abate gun range

In something of a surprise, an allocation for the reconstruction of the NYPD’s Rodman’s Neck fi ring 
range was not included in Mayor de Blasio’s Fiscal Year 2017 Executive Budget released recently. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

Move forward with Kingsbridge 
Armory plans: judge

Rendering of the proposed Kingsbridge National Ice Center. 
 Photo courtesy of Brewer, Attorney’s & Counselors

were completed, and that the 
NYPD had submitted one of 
the plans to the mayor in 
time to be included in this 
year’s budget. 

However, a source in the 
mayor’s offi ce disputed the 
councilman’s assertion. 

Vacca said that it would 
appear that the mayor’s pol-
itics have once again gotten 
in the way of progress.

“It is incomprehensible 
that our city would not allo-
cate funds to a facility that 
is essential for the train-
ing of New York’s Finest,” 
Vacca stated. “The existing 
infrastructure is literally 
falling apart.” 

Putting aside the sound 
issue, many of the build-
ings at Rodman’s Neck were 
constructed as temporary 
buildings that were not de-
signed for long-term use, 
and Vacca is now calling 
for the NYC Department of 
Buildings to investigate the 
soundness of the structures 
in the restricted facility.

 “There are many struc-
tures that are temporary 
and have been there for 

years, and there are lead 
abatement issues too,” said 
Vacca. “I am concerned 
about the conditions that 
our police offi cers train un-
der.” 

John Doyle, CICA board 
member, said that its mem-
bership is disappointed. 

“This fi ts the pattern for 
the past two decades, where 
promises were made and not 
kept about Rodman’s Neck,” 
he said, adding “A budget is 
a symbol of your priorities, 
and clearly the budget that 
has been introduced did not 
refl ect any priority to ad-
dressing the (noise) situa-
tion for residents along the 
waterfront.” 

Noise abatement at the 
facility was fi rst pledged 
by Mayor David Dinkins in 
1993 when the parkland was 
being alienated and given to 
the police department, and 
similar promises have been 
made in the years since, but 
the installation of sound 
baffl es was never success-
fully completed, he said. 

The issue affects shore-
line communities up and 
down Eastchester Bay, in-

cluding Country Club and 
Edgewater Park, said Doyle. 

Barbara Dolensek, an-
other CICA board member, 
said she is urging her neigh-
bors through Facebook to 
write letters to the mayor, 
but held out little hope of 
swaying him. 

“I am sure the mayor is 
going to ignore my letter,” 
she said, adding that when 
the police fi ring range was 
slated to move to a new po-
lice academy at College 
Point, Queens several years 
ago, it was going to be en-
closed to lessen the noise 
from gunfi re, but no such 
treatment is being consid-
ered for Rodman’s Neck. 

A spokeswoman for the 
mayor’s offi ce indicated 
that the project is still being 
considered. 

“There is currently a 
Capital Project Scope Devel-
opment study underway to 
evaluate the project scope 
and costs,” she stated. “The 
fi nal presentation on the 
study is anticipated this 
summer, and the results of 
the study will help us deter-
mine next steps.”

from Page 1

ment approved by ESD 
last December, followed by 
ESD approving a $15 mil-
lion construction loan (of a 
$158 million total) towards 
phase one of the Armory’s 
renovations, which was 
approved in February.

KNIC fi led a lawsuit 
against Mayor de Blasio 
and the EDC for violating 
the contract, diverting the 
rightful owner from their 
business opportunity and 
deliberately delaying the 
progress of the Armory’s 
development. 

According to a letter 
that Mark Messier, KNIC’s 
CEO, sent to Alicia Glenn, 
deputy mayor for NYC 
Housing and Economic De-
velopment, KNIC has sat-
isfi ed the terms of the es-
crow agreement imposed 
upon the company. 

However, the executed 
lease and signed docu-
ments are still currently 
held in escrow, which has 
and may continue to delay 
and prevent KNIC from 
commencing construc-
tion.

Renovations on the 

nearly 800,000 square-foot, 
fi ve-acre building would 
be intended for use by mi-
nor league and non-pro-
fessional hockey teams, 
fi gure and speed skating, 
open skating times, in-
structional training as 
well as neighborhood, high 
school and college hockey 
leagues.

The main rink of the 
arena would have a seat-
ing capacity of approxi-
mately 5,000, while the 
property would also in-
clude a 50,000 square-foot 
dedicated community cen-
ter, a 20,000 square-foot 
health and training facil-
ity, 50 locker rooms, equip-
ment storage as well as 450 
on-site parking spaces. 

The project itself will 
support an estimated 2,700 
construction-related jobs 
and create an estimated 
820 permanent jobs.

For the court preced-
ing, KNIC developers were 
represented by the law 
fi rm Brewer, Attorneys & 
Counselors, while lawyers 
from the NYC Corpora-
tion Counsel represented 
Mayor de Blasio and EDC.

“We are anxious for the 
opportunity to prove that 
our client has satisfi ed the 
terms of the Ecrow Agree-
ment and is entitled to 
take delivery of the Kings-
bridge Armory lease,” said 
William A. Brewer III, lead 
counsel for Kingsbridge. 
“Our client believes that 
EDC is improperly object-
ing to the delivery of the 
lease - for reasons that are 
obscure to us.”

“Given that this his-
toric project will promote 
jobs and opportunity in 
the Bronx, it is disappoint-
ing that EDC continues 
to frustrate the desire of 
KNIC and the community 
to get trial proceedings 
underway immediately,” 
the attorney added. “We 
welcome the opportunity 
to bring the facts into full 
public view - and resolve 
any issues preventing the 
forward progress of this 
transformative project.”

Earlier this month, in 
honor of National Day of 
Prayer, a vigil was held 
in front of the Armory, in 
support of the project mov-
ing forward.

from Page 1
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4th Annual
Boy Scout 

 Golf Tournament

Thursday, June 9th, 2016
11:30 a.m. Check-In & Lunch

�
Van Cortlandt Golf Course

Van Cortlandt Park South & Bailey Ave 
Bronx, NY 10471

2016 Golf Committee
 Lenny Caro, Mercy College

Joseph Kelleher, Hutchinson Metro Center
Michael O’Gara, Wealth Management Advisor

For More Information Contact:
Jason E. Tewes

E-Mail: Jason.Tewes@scouting.org

Dear Golf Enthusiast and  
Scouting Supporter:
On Thursday, June 9th, 2016, the Boy Scouts will 
host the 4th Annual Boy Scout Golf Invitational!

The Greater New York Councils, Boy Scouts of 
America is a 501c3 organization.  The proceeds 
from this tournament will help provide Camp 
Scholarships known as ‘Camperships’ for needy 
Scouts in the Bronx.

The Boy Scouts Mission is to prepare young 
people to make ethical and moral choices over 
the course of their lifetimes by instilling in them 
the values of the Scout Oath & Scout Law.  The 
BSA is comprised of many volunteers in the Bronx 
and  the Greater New York Councils relies on the 
kind generosity of FRIENDS, FAMILY, & 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS to keep our organization 
thriving as the leading youth organization in the 
Country. 

We hope you will be able to support the program 
this year and join us at the Golf Invitational on 
June 9th!

Registration

Name _________________________________________

Title __________________________________________

Company _____________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City____________________State_____Zip __________

Email _________________________________________

Phone(_____) __________________________________

�  Check Enclosed           �  Bill Me

(Please make checks payable to GNYC-BSA)

����������������

Signature _____________________________________

Credit Card #: __________________________________

Expiration Date: ________________________________

Names of your Foursome (please print)

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

REGISTER ONLINE: www.bsa-gnyc.org/bronxgolf
RETURN TO:       Jason Tewes, Greater New York Councils, 

350 Fifth Ave – Suite 7820 
New York, NY 10118

OR FAX TO:      (212) 242-6218
Acct: 1-4202-133-10

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A local teacher was recently selected as a 

recipient of a $25,000 reward.
An announcement was held on Tues-

day, May 17, when Evelyn Rebollar, a ninth 
through twelfth grade English teacher at 
Bronx Arena High School, learned that she 
was selected as one of four teachers nation-
ally to receive the 2016 Fishman Prize for 
Superlative Classroom Practice.

The announcement was shrouded in 
secrecy.a

A student  coaxed Evelyn into the hall-
way feining she was ‘upset’ about some-
thing. 

The student, who remained in character, 
then led Evelyn to the library, where she 
was congratulated by fellow teachers, stu-
dents, family, friends and community lead-
ers who had gathered for the announcement 
that she had won the prize.

She was presented the award by Liz 
Vidyarthi, vice president of communica-
tions at TNTP (formerly known as The New 
Teacher Project), an organization whose 
mission is to end the injustice of education 
inequality by providing excellent teachers 
to the students who need them most.

Along with cash award, Rebollar will 
also received a seat at the Fishman Prize 
Summer Residency, where she will invited 
to write an essay on her teaching experi-
ences and meet with education leaders from 

across the country.
Rebollar was born in Washington 

Heights, where she spent much of her child-
hood, although she also lived in Long Island 
City, Queens and the west Bronx. 

She graduated from Manhattan Village 
Academy and attended New York Univer-
sity for three and a half years before trans-
ferring to CUNY City College, where she 
majored, specialized and received her Bach-

elor’s degree in Secondary English Educa-
tion. 

Currently in her fi fth year at Bronx 
Arena High School, Rebollar said she felt 
privileged, honored and blessed to have 
been selected to win the award, but also 
said that she will continue to strive to pro-
vide her students with the great education 
they deserve while becoming an even better 
teacher.

“It was an incredible feeling to be a re-
cipient of this award - something I never 
thought I was capable of,” said Rebollar, 
who is also enrolled at Queens College as a 
graduate student studying Adolescent Eng-
lish Education. “I know that I have a lot 
more to learn as an educator, but winning 
this award is very reassuring that I am on 
the right path.”

Rebollar credited her eleventh grade 
English teacher, who was her mentor, for be-
ing her greatest infl uence and biggest moti-
vation for choosing her profession. 

“I want to do for other students what my 
teacher did for me,” Rebollar said. “If I didn’t 
have her, I wouldn’t be where I am now.”

Rebollar’s students, on average, enter her 
class with a grade point average of 53 out of 
100 in English Language Arts, but graduate 
with an average GPA of 85. 

In her last three years, 100 percent of her 
students have passed the New York State 
English Regents exam, and in 2015, she was 
featured on PBS News Hour in a report high-
lighting her success in the classroom.

“Evelyn’s commitment to creating an at-
mosphere of genuine learning and inquiry 
is inspiring to our entire school commu-
nity,” said Ty Cesene, principal of Bronx 
Arena High School. 

The Fishman Prize is one of the largest 
and most prestigious awards for practicing 
teachers in the country.

Bronx teacher awarded $25G Fishman Prize

Evelyn Rebollar. Photo courtesy of TNTP
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7th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 - 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2016
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
              Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Tiffany Warren

Effie Ardizzone

Hetty Fox

Joyce A. Rivera

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson

Catherine Praino

Jessica Zufall

Nicole Perrino

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch

Andrea Siegel

Avril Francis

Linda Cunningham

Chrys Napolitano

Lynne Greco

Leenda Bonilla

Evern Gillard-Randolph

Olga Luz Tirado

Peggy Robles Alvarado

Giselle Melendez Susca

Maria Aponte



7
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 M
a

y
 2

2
, 2

0
1

6
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2016

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2016!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593

Rates
1/8 PAGE

(4.3”X2.78”)

$225
1/4 PAGE

(4.3”X5.69”)

$425
1/2 PAGE

(8.75”X5.69”)

$675
FULL PAGE

(8.75”X11.5”)

$1098

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on June 24, 2016.

Gianna Dell’Olio
BronxWorks

Tiffany Warren
Omnicom Group

Effi e Ardizzone
NYC Department of

Environmental Protection

Hetty Fox
Community Activist

Joyce A. Rivera
St. Ann’s Corner

of Harm Reduction

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson
Eastchester Heights
Community Center

Catherine Praino
Sisters, Servants of Mary Auxiliary 

Jessica Zufall
Special Citizens Futures Unlimited

Joyce Higginson Davis
Mid-Bronx Council Services

Nicole Perrino
Team Bronx Mama

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch
82nd Assembly Female

District Leader

Andrea Siegel
Pelham Parkway

Neighborhood Association

Avril Francis
WVIP FM Radio/BronxNet

Linda Cunningham
Artist

Debra Arles
St. Joseph School for the Deaf

Chrys Napolitano
Columnist, Food for Thought

Lynne Greco
Educator

Meiling Viera Delgado
Friends of Crotona Park

Leenda Bonilla
Artist

Evern Gillard-Randolph
Producer/Playwright/Lyricist

Olga Luz Tirado
Bronx Tourism Council

Peggy Robles Alvarado
Poet

Zeli Deth Diaz Hatch
Educator

Giselle Melendez Susca
Former Executive Director of 

Kingsbridge Heights Community Center

Maria Aponte
Founder, Latina Fifty-Plus
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
A groundbreaking de-

velopment is underway at 
2264 Morris Avenue.

NYS Homes and Com-
munity Renewal, NYS Of-
fi ce of Mental Health, NYC 
Department of Health and 
NYC Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and De-
velopment , along with Ser-
vices for the Underserved, 
Bronx Pro Group LLC and 
other project collaborators 
held a groundbreaking cer-
emony on Tuesday, May 17.

Located in Univer-
sity Heights, the 11-story, 
94-unit affordable hous-
ing project developed by 
Bronx Pro Group LLC and 
designed by Santoriello 
Architects, will include 
31 supportive units for 17 
young adults with mental 
illness aging out of foster 
care and other institutions 
and 14 homeless adults with 
mental illness.

The remaining 62 af-
fordable housing units will 
house 14 moderate-income 
individuals and families 
and 48 low-income individ-
uals and families earning 
from $29,400 to $50,340 an-
nually.

The total development 
cost for the Morris Avenue 
Apartments approximates 
$47 million and is projected 
to be completed by Decem-
ber 2017.

The new building being 
constructed on Morris Av-
enue between East 182nd 
and East 183rd streets, will 
feature 31 studios, 23 one-
bedroom units, 25 two-bed-
room units and 14 three-
bedroom apartments in 
addition to a two-bedroom 
apartment for the build-
ing’s superintendent.

It will also include com-
munity rooms with com-
puters, on-site laundry fa-
cilities, multiple outdoor 
recreation areas and a 
15-space parking lot for ten-
ants.

Residents will have ac-
cess to on-site supportive 
services provided by SUS 
which include individual-
ized case management and 
personalized recovery pro-
grams based on identifi ed 
needs, daily life skills train-
ing, employment training 
and job placement services 
and structured social and 
recreational activities.

This $47 million devel-
opment is being fi nanced 
by both the state and city.

State funding sources 
include $23.5 million in tax-
exempt bonds from HCR, 
$5.8 million from Governor 
Cuomo’s NYS Medicaid Re-
design Team, an $820,000 
Homes for Working Fami-
lies Loan loan and approxi-
mately $9.3 million in per-
manent capital funding 

from OMH.
This long vacant par-

cel’s development will 
be funded under Mayor 
de Blasio’s Housing New 
York: A Five Borough, Ten 
Year Housing Plan with 
NYC providing a $7.05 mil-
lion loan through HPD, 
federal Housing and Ur-
ban Development Section 
Eight rental vouchers and 
a 420-c tax abatement.

In addition, OMH will 
provide debt service pay-
ments on a portion of the 
permanent loan as well as 
$857,800 in annual funding 
for the on-site social ser-
vices.

Corporation for Support-
ive Housing has supplied 
$3.9 million in acquisition 
and pre-development fund-
ing toward the project.

Chase Community De-
velopment Banking will 
serve as the bond letter of 
credit provider while Red 
Stone Equity Partners LLC 
will act as tax credit inves-
tor for the site.

“It’s a very unique 
project because it will 
serve members from a 
wide spectrum of soci-
ety by solving the issue 
of homelessness, while 
helping these adults with 
mental illness to live nor-
mal lives,” shared Dr. 
Bola Omotosho, Commu-
nity Board 5 chairman.

Supportive, affordable 
housing for Morris Ave.

Morris Avenue Apartments partners celebrate the project’s start at a Tuesday, May 17 groundbreaking 
ceremony at the site. Photo courtesy of Services for the UnderServed

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A Bronx little league is 

frustrated that its outfi eld 
has been taken over by a 
‘ratpack’. 

Pelham Bay Little 
League fi eld, located at 
2680 Westchester Avenue, 
is plagued with rats, some 
eight inches long, near the 
right fi eld bleachers of the 
ball park.

The rats have been liv-
ing in that area of the fi eld 
for about a month. 

According to the PBLL, 
a Dumpster belonging to 
the Dunkin Domuts at 2973 
E. Tremont Avenue, located 
in an area that abuts that 
portion of the fi eld, is to 
blame.

“I’m afraid somebody in 
the bleachers is going to get 
bit,” said Vinny Prestopino, 
president of the PBLL for 
the last ten years. “You see 
them in the bullpen, you see 
them in the batting cages - 
it’s almost like they’re tak-

ing over the fi eld.”
Prestopino said he had 

rat repellent placed on the 
fi eld over the weekend, but 
it only kept them away a 
couple of days.

“These aren’t mice that 
scurry off when they see 
you,” Prestopino said, ad-
dding, “They don’t seem to 
be afraid of anything.”

The infl ux of rats may 
also be the result of re-
cent construction that was 
done on the Dunkin Do-
nuts parking lot and drive 
through area, which could 
have disturbed the rats’ un-
derground nesting areas. 

Another factor could be 
the wind blowing the gar-
bage from the Dumpster, 
onto the fi eld. 

This usually happens 
when the Dumpster lid is 
open or its overfl owing 
with garbage.

Prestopino said that he 
has reached out to Council-
man James Vacca’s offi ce, 

who has been looking into 
how to resolve the issue. 

Since being contacted by 
Prestopino, Vacca’s offi ce 
has been in contact with 
the PBLL and told them to 
reach out to 311 as well as 
the Department of Health. 

Vacca’s offi ce also 
reached out to Dunkin Do-
nuts to alert them of the 
situation and asked them to 
do its part by mediating the 
compact waste that comes 
from their establishment.

Due to a wait from 311 
and a potential 30-day ex-
amination period of the 
fi eld, this issue could take 
up to two months to re-
solve.

“By the time this prob-
lem gets fi xed, the season 
might be over,” said Presto-
pino. “My main concern 
is keeping everybody who 
comes to the games safe.”

The owner of Dunkin 
Donuts was not available to 
comment.

A ratpack takes over 
Pel Bay LL’s outfi eld

The right fi eld bleachers, located about 20 feet away from the Dumpster that is attracting rats .
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein

Dumpster from the Dunkin Donuts parking lot. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A long-awaited dredging 

project is inching closer to be-
come a reality. 

The dredging of Hammonds 
Cove, which has been a top 
budget priority of Community 
Board 10, has received an extra 
$150,000 in the 2016-17 New York 
State budget, sources said. 

This comes on top of the  
$1 million allocation secured 
by Senator Jeff Klein in the 
2015-16 state budget, said Jus-
tin Dambinskas, proprietor of 
the Hammonds Cove Marina, 
a NYC Parks Department con-
cession. 

Dambinskas said that the 
project is badly needed be-
cause boats entering the nar-
row channel encounter a shal-
low draft at low tide. 

Hurricane Sandy winds de-
posited a large amount of silt 
in the cove.

“The hurricane pushed east 
to west and the inlet silted up 
across the throat of the creek,” 
said Dambinskas, adding “It 
is getting almost impassible 
at low tide, especially for big 
boats.” 

This is affecting his busi-
ness, the Hammonds Cove Ma-
rina, as well as the Locust Point 
Yacht Club, and several private 
docks along the coastline, said 
the marina proprietor. All told, 
about 300 boats are affected, he 
said. 

The NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
will oversee the project, said 
Dambinskas.  

At present, he is working on 
preliminary tasks, such as tak-
ing soil samples and prepar-
ing a topographical survey, he 
said. However, there are other 
bureaucratic hurdles to clear. 

“It has been a long, drawn 
out, and pretty disappointing 
process,” he said. 

Senator Klein’s allocations 
are much appreciated and 
should go a long way to seeing 
the project to fruition, he said. 

Right now, it is Dambinskas’ 
hope that the dredging project 
can get underway when the 
boating season ends on Mon-
day, October 31. 

Another booster of the Ham-
monds Cove Marina dredging 
is longtime CB 10 Parks Com-

mittee member Pat Devine. 
“I think this has to be done, 

and I think it is good for the 
community,” said Devine, who 
added that the activism for the 
project really intensified when 
the FDNY stated in writing 
that it might have difficulties 
getting fire boats in and out 
of the cove at low tide, as pre-
viously reported in the Bronx 
Times. 

In a statement, Klein stated 
he was committed to ensuring 
that a plan is implemented that 
serves the best needs of the 
community. 

Dambinskas is looking to-
wards the future, and said it 
is good that the funding is in 
place. 

The docking spots along the 
cove are some of the last in the 
community where people can 
enjoy recreational boating. 

The project has been a long-
standing budget priority of CB 
10, and in a previously pub-
lished interview in the Bronx 
Times, CB 10 chairman Mar-
tin Prince said dredging the 
cove’s silt filled bottleneck was 
a worthwhile investment. 

Cove gets $150G more for dredging

Hammonds Cove Marina has needed dredging for several years. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Merchants in Throggs Neck are 

gearing up for one of their signature 
events on Saturday, June 4. 

The Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association will once again host its 
annual sidewalk fair with 60 attrac-
tions, promotions and giveaways 
scheduled from Waterbury to Miles 
avenues, according to organizers. 

The event runs from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

TNMA president Steve Kaufman 
said that the event will feature a rock-
climbing wall for children, live enter-
tainment and a trolley that attendees 
could fl ag down if they need a ride 
anywhere along the event route. 

It will also feature presentations 
from the Bronx Children’s Museum, 
as well historical buses, face paint-
ing, pet adoption and an FDNY 
Smokehouse. 

“It is great for the community 
to come out, meet their merchants, 
look how beautiful the community is, 
and enjoy a nice day without having 
to travel anywhere,” said Kaufman, 
adding “It enhances our community 
and gives us a sense of connected-
ness…between the people living in 
the community and the merchants.” 

The event has been going on for 

years, but grows larger as time has 
gone by, he said. 

“We want people to enjoy them-
selves, and to patronize the mer-
chants,” said Kaufman, adding “Our 
goal is to keep people in the Bronx, 
and not have them running to the 
suburbs to buy things, while giving 
them something nice to do during 
this day.” 

Geri Colon, a volunteer member 
of the TNMA Sidewalk Fair Com-

mittee, said that the event serves as 
a time for families to enjoy their own 
community and also a promotional 
day for the merchants who will be 
placing tables on the sidewalk and of-
fering discounted merchandise, give-
aways and information.  

“It is a day of giving back to the 
community, and a day of free pro-
motion for the merchants,” she said, 
adding that the event draws  at least a 
thousand attendees every year. 

Central to the sidewalk fair will 
be the parking lot of Rite Aid at 3590 
East Tremont Avenue, which will be 
at home for the bandstand and rock-
climbing wall, as well as several 
vendors from Bronx Council on the 
Arts who will be selling hand crafted 
items there and elsewhere along the 
route, said Colon. 

“These items from the vendors, 
99.9% are things that the merchants 
do not sell themselves in their stores,” 

she said, adding that they include 
hand-crafted knitted items, artworks 
and handcrafted jewelry.” 

Some merchants have been 
known to give away food like ice-
cream, hot dogs, popcorn and cotton 
candy, said Colon. 

“We pray for nice weather,” said 
Kaufman. “The merchant’s associa-
tion is a wonderful organization with 
a lot of volunteers. We hope to get 
more volunteers from local schools.” 

Throggs Neck Sidewalk Fair on June 4
It is great for the community to come out, 
meet their merchants, look how beautiful 
the community is and enjoy a nice day. It 

enhances our community and gives us a sense 
of connectedness...between the people living in 

the community and the merchants.
Stephen Kaufman
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD EVERY SUNDAY IN THE POST

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

SERVING BROOKLYN 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
1029 WEST JERICHO TURNPIKE, SMITHTOWN, L.I.

HOUSE 
CALLS

ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER

lot from them. 
“Through our tutelage 

we will help better prepare 
the future leadership of both 
our association and our 
community,” stated McNer-
ney. “These bright young 
individuals will be able to 
share with us local youth 
views and trends; they will 
also be able to share with 
the local youth our message 
on how to maintain and 
further improve their own 
community.” 

Cocucci, 17, said that she 
believes it is important for 
young people to be involved 
in their community because 
eventually they are going to 
be the long-established com-
munity members and that 
they could learn from their 
elders as to what works 
and does not work in their 
neighborhood. 

She said that it is excit-
ing to see that young people 
care about the community. 

“I was at the right place 

at the right time, and I 
started to enjoy the meet-
ings,” said Cocucci of her 
involvement.

The youth organization 
attracted high school-aged 
teens because many need 
service hours to complete 
their academic programs, 
she said. 

Before the creation of the 
Youth Leadership Council, 
Caserta said wanted to get 
involved in her community 
but did not see an outlet to 
do so. 

After her mother and a 
neighbor advised her to at-
tend a CCCA meeting, and 
she asked what she could do, 
the formation of the council 
for youth took shape with 
Cocucci, she said. 

“I am really passionate 
about helping people and I 
seek leadership opportuni-
ties because I feel that I am 
good communicating with 
other people and organiz-
ing projects,” said Caserta. 
“For me to have this oppor-

tunity to get involved in my 
neighborhood is just amaz-
ing.” 

Teenagers who are in-
terested in learning more 
about the Youth Leader-
ship Council, or who are 
interested in becoming 
members, can attend CCCA 
meetings, typically held the 
second Wednesday of the 
month at Villa Maria Acad-
emy’s cafeteria.  

“We are documenting 
service hours, and can pro-
vide a letter to their current 
schools, or colleges they 
are applying to, regarding 
their volunteer service in 
the community,” stated Mc-
Nerney. 

The CCCA president in-
dicated that he would give 
the youth some latitude 
in developing their own 
agenda. 

“We are allotting them 
the opportunity to be cre-
ative thinkers who set 
much of their own agenda,” 
he stated.

from Page 1

CC Civic forms youth council

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A community advisory board for two 

borough public hospitals recognized Men-
tal Health Month in May. 

The Joint Community Advisory Board 
of Jacobi Medical Center and North Cen-
tral Bronx Hospital held a conference on 
‘Preventing Teen Suicide’ on Monday, 
May 16. 

It presented a variety of speakers and 
information on the subject. 

The conference, the sixth annual con-
ference on mental health topics, was held 
in conjunction with the Jacobi Auxiliary. 

It was dedicated to the memory of long-
time community activist, the late Blanche 
Comras-Rifkin, who was a CAB member 
for three decades, said event coordinator 
and CAB vice chairwoman Sylvia Lask. 

“It is such a timely subject at this point,” 
said Lask, adding that she chose the topic 
after Peter Cronkite, the grandson of leg-
endary newscaster Walter Cronkite, com-
mitted suicide in 2015, days before he was 
to graduate college.  

“This is a kid who came from a won-
derful family and there was no one there 
to help him, and it touched me,” she said. 
“I began looking at statistics and I learned 
that there is so much suicide among young 
people and it is going up.” 

She is not quite sure what is causing 
the rise in teen suicide, but bullying or 
concerns about the future could be rea-

sons, she said. 
“The comments I got at the conference 

were just amazing, she said, estimating 
that there were 130 to 145 attendees. 

Among the presenters at the sympo-
sium were Tom Templeton, a public policy 
specialist, and David Woodlock, Institute 

for Community Living president. 
Councilman Andrew Cohen, chair of 

the council’s committee on mental health, 
and Maryanne Popiel, chair of behavioral 
healthcare services at Jacobi and North 
Central Bronx Hospitals, presented  re-
marks. 

The keynote speaker was Tom O’Clair, 
family affairs advocacy specialist with 
Offi ce of Mental Health who fought to 
pass a mental health insurance parity 
law called Timothy’s Law, named after 
his son Timothy O’Clair who committed 
suicide in 2001 when he was an adoles-
nent. He presented on the topic of Timo-
thy’s Law. 

Prior to the passage of the law in 2006, 
insurance companies could limit the 
number of outpatient visits per year. 

“Any suicide, regardless of age, can 
be prevented, and in order to prevent it 
you have to have the proper tools,” said 
O’Clair, who added that the conference 
opened a door in terms of helping people 
further their knowledge about suicide 
prevention and helped dispel some of the 
myths. 

“People walked away with a better un-
derstanding of what suicide prevention 
is and how they can participate in it,” he 
said. 

Jacobi interim CEO Chris Fugazy said 
that the medical community needs to do 
all it can to increase awareness, educa-
tion and prevention. 

“As the father of two teen girls myself, 
I cannot imagine the heartache and de-
spair surrounding such tragedies,” said 
Fugazy, adding “I commend our commu-
nity advisory board, and Lask in particu-
lar, for being out in front on this issue.” 

Jacobi hosts suicide prevention confab

(l-r) David Woodlock; Joseph McManus, Jacobi auxiliary; Councilman Andrew Cohen; Silvio Mazzella, 
Jacobi Community Advisory Board chairman; Christopher Fugazy, Jaocbi interim executive director; 
Sylvia Lask, CAB 2nd vice chairwoman and chair of special events; Lewis Goldstein, CAB member; Tom 
Templeton; Dr. Maryann Popiel and Tom O’Clair. Photo courtesy of Jacobi Medical Center
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BRONX YMCA | 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 | 212.912.2490 

Our Sports Camp is designed to enhance various sports skills and fundamentals in age-
appropriate groups. Through the coaching and support of camp staff with backgrounds or ed-

ucation in sports, campers will learn the history, rules and key skills of different sports; all 
while practicing their techniques in mini-games. In addition, campers will explore the values of 

teamwork, good sportsmanship and strong work ethics. Sports Camp is divided into two age 
groups: 8-9 & 10-11. 

Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Our Swim Camp helps children develop important swimming skills and a lifetime love of the wa-
ter, while instilling values around water safety and responsibility. Swim Camp is divided into two 
age groups: 8-9 & 10-11. The key components of Swim Camp are: • Swimmers are given an op-
portunity to build swimming skills • Stroke development and training is tailored by age and skills 
level • Swim campers participate in core traditional camp activities • Activities and interactions 
emphasize building self-esteem and self-confidence. 

*Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 
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