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Prayer vigil 
held at Armory P.S. 14 PLANS TO

DOUBLE ITS SIZE
Community objects to extra 340 seats

Rezoning saves Woodlawns’s identity

Love For Our Centenarians 
Centenarian Joe Binder, 106, is honored by Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. at the annual Bronx Week Centenarian Celebration on Thursday, May 
5. The event, held at Villa Barone Manor, honored borough residents who 
have lived 100 years or more.                Photo by Edwin Soto

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Local leaders in an east Bronx 

community were surprised to 
learn that a neighborhood elemen-
tary school is slated for a ‘yuuge’ 
extension. 

The School Construction Au-
thority has put out to bid plans to 
add another 20 classrooms to P.S. 
14 the Waterbury-LaSalle Com-
munity Association discovered. 
Some in the group feel that the ex-
pansion may be too big. 

The annex would effectively 
double the size of the existing 
school building, adding approxi-
mately 340 seats to the school that 
WLCA board members believe is 

not overcrowded, but which the 
SCA contends is at 159% capacity, 
according to sources. 

The civic group had favored a 
more modest expansion, said Com-
munity Board 10 Youth and Edu-
cation Committee chairman Bob 
Bieder, who joined the WLCA’s 
Mary Jane Musano and Andrew 
Chirico for a meeting to discuss 
the project with SCA president 
Lorraine Grillo, at Councilman 
James Vacca’s offi ce on Tuesday, 
May 10, attendees said. 

Vacca said he had already 
scaled back the original annex 
plan. 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A recent rezoning in the 

northwest Bronx will compli-
ment a neighborhood’s true iden-
tity.

Last month, Councilman An-
drew Cohen announced that the 
NYC Council had voted in favor 
of and passed a zoning amend-
ment for a portion of Woodlawn 
Heights, changing the area’s zon-
ing from an R7A District to an 
R4A District.

The downzoning, which was 
the city’s fi rst in over two and 
half years, will result in more 
one- and two-family detached 
homes, generally built in R4A 
districts, as opposed to seven- 
and eight-story apartment build-
ings, which are typically built in 

R7A districts.
The rezoned area is bordered 

by East 240th Street to the north, 
East 234th Street to the south, Vi-
ero Avenue to the west and Web-
ster Avenue to the east.

Before the downzoning, most 
of Woodlawn Heights was al-
ready an R4A district, with the 
exception of the Webster Avenue 
corridor, from East 234th to East 
240th streets, as well as the por-
tion bounded by East 234th Street 
to the north, East 233rd Street to 
the south, Katonah Avenue to the 
west and Peter’s Place to the east, 
which is a small, commercial 
C8-1 district.

The zoning change intends to 
provide a framework for orderly 

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
And now we pray.
The stall in the Kingsbridge 

Armory development process 
brought the local residents to-
gether in prayer.

On Thursday, May 5, a clergy 
and community prayer vigil was 
held in support of the redevelop-
ment of the Kingsbridge Armory 
to transform it into the Kings-
bridge National Ice Center and in 
honor of National Day of Prayer.

The vigil, which took place 
in front of the Armory at West 
Kingsbridge Road and Davidson 
Avenue, was in support of a law-
suit that was fi led last month by 
KNIC against Mayor de Blasio 
and the NYC Economic Develop-
ment Corporation for violating 
the contract, diverting the right-
ful owner from their business op-
portunity and deliberately delay-
ing the progress of the Armory’s 
development.

At the vigil, the gatherers, 
which included Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz, Jr., Community 
Board 7 chairwoman Adaline 
Walker-Santiago, Rev. Que Eng-
lish and Celia Cruz High School 
of Music Women’s Choir, among 
others, participated in an ‘hour of 
prayer’ for renewed optimism of a 
project that is currently in limbo.

“We gather here in support of 
this transformative project and 
its visions to benefi t our commu-
nity,” said Rev. English, pastor at 
the Bronx Christian Fellowship 
Church. “We will issue a call to ac-
tion to the city - to get behind the 
ice center and its promise to cre-
ate new jobs and opportunities.”

Rev. English is a signatory to 
the Community Benefi ts Agree-
ment, which guarentees liv-
ing wage jobs and additional 
resources to community-based 
organizations as a result of the 
Kingsbridge Armory’s future re-
development.

“We pray today because we 
realize that this isn’t about EDC 
vs. KNIC - it’s about destroying 
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YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting 
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

President Marcia V. Keizs 
extends congratulations to all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2016;  
and invite all to attend the Accepted 
Student Reception on Sunday, May 15th.

Be part of an amazing 
college community.

Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!

Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451
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and invite all to attend the Accepted 
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Be part of an amazing 
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Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.
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Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Can you hear me now?
A longstanding annoyance in the east 

Bronx continues to fall on deaf ears.
Local residents have complained for years 

that planes heading into La Guardia Airport 
in Queens, are fl ying too low to homes in the 
east Bronx.

Arriving fl ights, traveling southwest 
(from the north and the east) towards La 
Guardia, fl y over the Long Island Sound, 
which  borders Long Island, the Bronx, 
Westchester and Connecticut. 

As the planes get closer to the airport run-
way, they continue to drop altitude, while 
crossing East River.

The noise generated during this descent 
affects, many neighborhoods in the east 
Bronx, including portions of Castle Hill, Pel-
ham Bay, Pelham Parkway, Waterbury and 
Throggs Neck.

“There has always been concern about 
this issue - and nothing ever seems to get 
done to solve the problem,” said George 
Zulch, a Pelham Parkway resident. “The at-
mosphere above this section of the Bronx is a 
toxic dump site.” 

Zulch added that he believes the number 
of fl ights at a low altitude has doubled or pos-
sibly tripled in the past decades, with a plane 
fl ying over these neighborhoods every two 
to three minutes during certain periods. He 
also said that some airplanes descend as low 
as 500 feet and that the situation has wors-
ened over the past fi ve years.

“These airplanes have gotten lower and 
lower over the years,” said Zulch. “If a fl ight 
experiences a malfunction, it could crash 
into one of these neighborhoods. This is un-
fortunate and shouldn’t be the case - it’s air 
pollution and noise pollution for this area.”

The situation has also affected Monsignor 
Scanlan High School, which has been forced 
to stop classes and meetings due to excessive 
jet noise over the school.

“You can’t hear - you have to stop your les-
son or replay what you have already shown 
on a SMART Board,” said Peter Doran, Scan-
lan’s principal. “There are times during the 
day when it is quiet but there are also periods 

Low fl ying aircrafts 
affect east Bronx

when planes are fl ying over us every 90 sec-
onds. These interruptions have become prob-
lematic for teachers.”

“The pencils shake and vibrate on the 
desks,” said Joe Solimine, a school volunteer. 
“These fl ights interrupt classes, meetings 
and disrupt conversations in the school. It’s 
frustrating but we (Monsignor Scanlan) will 
not give up until we fi nd a permanent and ap-
propriate solution to this issue.”

Solimine added that at one time the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration as well as the 
Port Authority qualifi ed Monsignor Scanlan 
for the Port Authority’s School Soundproof-
ing Program in 1993. 

However, after the September 11 attacks, 
the program documents were lost, and the 
school was forced to start the application pro-
cess for soundproofi ng from scratch, accord-
ing to Solimine.

When they re-applied, the FAA and Port 
Authority advised the school that it was lo-
cated one block north of the fl ight sound-
proofi ng corridor.

The agencies also disqualifi ed Scanlan 
for sound abatement because the minimum 
decibel level recorded at the school was below 
the program’s parameters. 

According to the agencies’ study the aver-
age decibel level of airplanes fl ying over Mon-
signor Scanlan was recorded at an acceptable 
55-56. 

However, according to Solimine, Monsi-
gnor Scanlan did their own tests, and con-
cluded that the decibel level was 74-75.

To qualify for the School Soundproofi ng 
Program, a school must average decibel lev-
els of 65.

“The only reason they (the FAA and Port 
Authority) came up with a 55-56 decibel level 
is because they averaged it out over a 24-
hour period,” Solimine added. “There are 
no planes fl ying over the school at midnight 
- they need to do a study on the decibel levels 
just during school hours.”

Solimine added that he recalls airplane 
noise being an issue for the neighborhood 
ever since La Guardia airport opened for 
business in 1939.

A descending aircraft fl ying over Monsignor Scanlan High School. 
 Community News Group / Steven Goodstein
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P.S. 14 plans to double its size
It previously included  

475 seats. The councilman 
also said that the fi rst plan 
called for a four-story addi-
tion, but now its only 3-sto-
ries.

“About two years ago, I 
heard about the extension,” 
said Vacca. “I thought it 
was too big and I had (the 
size) reduced.” 

It was commonly known 
for about two years that 
there was going to be an 
extension of some type to 
P.S. 14, however SCA did not 
share the design with the 
WLCA or anyone else be-
sides Vacca and the school’s 
offi cials. 

“It is going to be a period 
of inconvenience, there 
is no doubt about it,” said 
Vacca about the pending 
construction, adding “The 

A rendering of a planed P.S. 14 expansion. The existing school is on the left and the new building is 
depicted on the right. Photo courtesy of the Waterbury-LaSalle Community Association

SCA admitted that it had 
erred in not sharing the de-
sign beyond the school.” 

The councilman said 
that he was still waiting to 
here back from SCA about 
what effect, if any, the proj-
ect would have on home-
owners close to the school 
on Hollywood Avenue. 

He is also concerned 
about how the school would 
look ascetically, he said. 

Musano said that ac-
cording to her conversa-
tions with school parents, 
an overcrowding condition 
does not exist. 

She also said that a 
group of parents have 
drafted a petition calling 
for a further  reduction of 
the expansion’s size. 

“What we want to see is 
a smaller project to get the 
kindergarten classes that 

are in trailers now into the 
school building,” Musano 
said.

She also expressed con-
cerns, as did Chirico, that 
the additional school chil-
dren at the facility would 
create an unbearable traf-
fi c situation on Crosby Av-
enue at drop off and pick up 
times. 

Bieder was more upbeat 
about the proposed expan-
sion, saying that it was in-
evitable that school seats 
would be needed as neigh-
boring schools like P.S. 71, 
which was expanded from 
K-5 to K-8, continue to face 
overcrowding. 

Bieder said that the SCA 
is expected to present the 
plans to the committee at 
CB 10 on Monday, May 23 
and then later to the full 
board for review.  

growth while protecting 
the neighborhood’s estab-
lished residential charac-
ter, as the previous zon-
ing did not refl ect housing 
stock typically found on 
residential blocks, such 
as one- and two-family 
homes. 

The change from an 
R7A to an R4A district 
more closely refl ects the 
existing properties in the 
neighborhood and will pro-
tect against future devel-
opments that would have 
been permitted for an R7A 
district but are now out of 
scale and out of character 
for the neighborhood.

“The downzoning of 
this portion of Woodlawn 
will stop the destruction of 
single-family homes that 
currently give this neigh-
borhood its intrinsic char-
acter, as well as prevent 
high-rise developments 
from invading its narrow 
streets,” said Councilman 
Cohen. “This is something 
that the residents of Wood-
lawn have been in support 
of for quite some time and I 
am proud to have been able 
to make it a reality.”

“Our community board 
was happy to rezone this 
portion of Woodlawn,” said 
George Torres, district 
manager of Community 
Board 12, who held several 
meetings with local con-
stituents and elected of-
fi cials. “This rezoning is 
the result of careful plan-
ning between CB12, City 
Planning and Councilman 
Cohen’s offi ce to help pre-
serve what makes Wood-

Rezoning saves Woodlawn’s identity

Map of the recent downzoning of Woodlawn Heights. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Andrew Cohen’s offi ce

lawn a vibrant and close-
knit neighborhood.”

“We are delighted that 
Councilman Cohen and 
the New York City Council 
passed this zoning amend-
ment, as it will maintain 
the current charter of our 
neighborhood while pro-
hibiting large, multi-family 
dwellings from being built 
on our residential streets,” 
said Kenneth Nugent, pres-
ident of the Woodlawn Tax-
payers Association. “A big 

thank you to Councilman 
Cohen and his staff for all 
of their help.”

“This zoning change is 
vital to keeping the char-
acter of Woodlawn in-
tact,” said Kim Holocher-
Furletti, vice president 
of Women of Woodlawn. 
“Councilman Cohen’s of-
fi ce has done a fantastic job 
as an advocate for our com-
munity on an issue that is 
so important to residents 
and their community.”



5
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

 m
a

y
 1

5
, 2

0
1

6
   

w
w

w
.B

X
T

im
e

s
.c

o
m

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A City Island eyesore will fi nally be 

razed  by the owner. 
Demolition permits were issued for 606 

King Avenue, a house that the City Island 
Civic Association claims is in a severe 
state of disrepair.  

The permit was filed with the NYC De-
partment of Buildings for the waterfront 
house, on Tuesday, April 26, over a week 
after the CICA sent a letter to the agency 
urging approval of the order. 

“Given the extent of the damage to the 
property, we would respectfully urge that 
a permit, if one is pending, should be ap-
proved,” stated the CICA correspondence 
dated April 15. 

In June 2015, the civic group started to 
receive complaints from neighbors about 
the property, said Fred Ramftl, CICA vice-
president. 

“The house was in disrepair, strangers 
were going inside…it was an abandoned 
house, wide open,” said Ramftl. “The en-
tire property was a mess and nothing was 
being done.” 

The community association attempted 
to contact the homeowner, Edmund 
“Teddy” Prior, in 2015 but according to 
Ramftl, a letter mailed to the only known 
address at that time never received a re-
ply. 

Demolition permits for vacant CI home

A view of the unoccupied City Island home shows some of the conditions the CICA has raised concerns 
about. Photo courtesy of City Island Civic Association

Then, at a more recent CICA commu-
nity meeting, Prior attended and explained 
his plans, said Ramftl. 

A community association offi cial visited 

the property in April and photographed the 
broken fi rst-fl oor windows, a large hole in 
a door and inadequate fencing around the 
property, stated the CICA letter. 

“(Neighbors) are concerned not only 
about the appearance of the property but 
also safety: the sidewalk, standing water, 
rodents and people going in and out of the 
house,” said Ramftl. 

The location of the house, at the dead-
end of King Avenue and Kirby Street, 
makes it especially vulnerable to potential 
trespassing, said John Doyle, CICA board 
member. 

“Because that property sits toward 
the shared beach at the end of the block, 
it tends to lead to vagrancy and there is 
some evidence of people breaking in,” said 
Doyle. 

Bill Stanton, CICA president, who has 
known the owner for over 40 years, since el-
ementary school on the island and consid-
ers Prior one of the island’s success stories, 
stated he had sympathy for the owner’s, 
side of the matter. 

“I am sure that he is looking to bring a 
resolution to this issue as expeditiously as 
the members of the civic are,” said Stanton,  
“to do anything to clear up misunderstand-
ing, hard feelings, and not to mention, any 
dangerous hazards this unfi nished prop-
erty could bring.” 

Prior declined to comment, but in a let-
ter to his neighbors dated Sunday, April 
3, provided by the CICA, he stated that he 
would demolish the exiting structure and 
construct a new home. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 45th Precinct Community Coun-

cil held its annual breakfast honoring 
community members and police officers 
who have made a difference over the past 
year.

A dozen police officers and commu-
nity leaders were honored at the event, 
a celebration of the people that comprise 
the precinct, at Villa Barone Manor on 
Wednesday, May 11. 

Bob Bieder, 45th Precinct Community 
Council president, said that events like 
the annual breakfast increase the com-
munity’s confidence in cops that patrol 
their neighborhoods. 

The breakfast also brings together 
people from across the precinct’s  service 
area. 

“Geographically we are such a large 
precinct: from Castle Hill to Co-op City 
and everywhere in between,” said Bieder, 
“To get everyone sitting together, hav-
ing breakfast and a shared experience 
just brings everyone closer together and 
makes us realize that we are one commu-
nity.”  

The event honored religious leader 
Bishop Angel Rosario; Lynn Gerbino, 
Throggs Neck Homeowners Association 
president; Westchester Square commu-
nity activist Hannah Acampora; Fr. Rob-
ert Grippo, former pastor of St. Theresa 

45th Precinct holds awards breakfast

The 45th Precinct Community Council; Larry Nikunen, Bronx boro commander; captain Danielle Raia 
and the civilian award recipients at the breakfast on Wednesday, May 11. Silvio J. Pacifi co

Church; Alan Carena, Spencer Estate 
Civic Association president and Brenda 
Prohaska, City Island Community Cen-
ter president. 

Acompora said that it was great to be 
recognized, and that she wished more 
people in her community would get in-
volved in working together with the 
NYPD to improve the neighborhood’s 
quality of life. 

“It is important that the community 
have a good relationship with the police 
department, and vice versa,” she said. 

Cops honored during the event were 
members of the precinct’s special opera-
tions team: sergeants Jason Diaz and 
Louis Martinez; as well as police officers 
Ronnie Mejia, Yilson Melendez, John 
Quis and Albert Garcia.  

William Bratton, NYPD commis-
sioner, addressed the crowd of hundreds, 
and said that revitalization of the city and 
the borough is built on improvements in 
pubic safety. 

“Safety always has to be for any gov-
ernment, any city, any community, the 
first priority,” said Bratton in his re-
marks. 

The police commissioner outlined a 
range of police department initiatives, 
including equipping officers with smart-
phone and tablet computers. He also spoke 
about plans to renovate 25 police stations 

and replace every locker room and bath-
room in all precincts. 

The precinct’s commanding officer, 
captain Danielle Raia, and chief Law-
rence Nikunen also addressed the crowd. 

Attending the breakfast were elected 
officials including District Attorney Dar-
cel Clark, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, 
Councilman Andy King and Councilman 
James Vacca. 

Vacca recalled how he served on the 
45th Precinct Community Council in the 

1970s, and ran a youth program out of the 
precinct for three years, and then pre-
ceded to speak about his recollections of 
all of the honorees.  

Vacca said that he first encouraged 
Carena to take over the helm of the SECA 
for one year, and that Carena is still in 
that role 25 years later. 

The six civilian honorees were chosen 
from different regions around the pre-
cinct area, while the honored police were 
selected by the commanding officer. 
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7th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 - 6pm to 10pm

R.S.V.P. by June 14, 2016
(718) 260-4595

Come And Join Us In Recognition
              Of This Year’s Honorees

Per Person

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Tiffany Warren

Effie Ardizzone

Hetty Fox

Joyce A. Rivera

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson

Catherine Praino

Jessica Zufall

Nicole Perrino

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch

Andrea Siegel

Avril Francis

Linda Cunningham

Chrys Napolitano

Lynne Greco

Leenda Bonilla

Evern Gillard-Randolph

Olga Luz Tirado

Peggy Robles Alvarado

Giselle Melendez Susca

Maria Aponte
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

omen25Influential
Bronx

2016

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2016!

Call Laura Guerriero at 718-260-4593

Rates
1/8 PAGE

(4.3”X2.78”)

$225
1/4 PAGE

(4.3”X5.69”)

$425
1/2 PAGE

(8.75”X5.69”)

$675
FULL PAGE

(8.75”X11.5”)

$1098

These special words are reserved for those individuals who have 
devoted their own life to improve the lives of others. This year 
the Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth profi les, salutes 25 
Infl uential Bronx Women. Each woman’s unique accomplishments 
will be highlighted in a keepsake publication on June 24, 2016.

Gianna Dell’Olio
BronxWorks

Tiffany Warren
Omnicom Group

Effi e Ardizzone
NYC Department of

Environmental Protection

Hetty Fox
Community Activist

Joyce A. Rivera
St. Ann’s Corner

of Harm Reduction

Pamela Hamilton-Johnson
Eastchester Heights
Community Center

Catherine Praino
Sisters, Servants of Mary Auxiliary 

Jessica Zufall
Special Citizens Futures Unlimited

Joyce Higginson Davis
Mid-Bronx Council Services

Nicole Perrino
Team Bronx Mama

Majorie Velasquez-Lynch
82nd Assembly Female

District Leader

Andrea Siegel
Pelham Parkway

Neighborhood Association

Avril Francis
WVIP FM Radio/BronxNet

Linda Cunningham
Artist

Debra Arles
St. Joseph School for the Deaf

Chrys Napolitano
Columnist, Food for Thought

Lynne Greco
Educator

Meiling Viera Delgado
Friends of Crotona Park

Leenda Bonilla
Artist

Evern Gillard-Randolph
Producer/Playwright/Lyricist

Olga Luz Tirado
Bronx Tourism Council

Peggy Robles Alvarado
Poet

Zeli Deth Diaz Hatch
Educator

Giselle Melendez Susca
Former Executive Director of 

Kingsbridge Heights Community Center

Maria Aponte
Founder, Latina Fifty-Plus
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The 49th Precinct Community Council 

will honor police offi cers and community 
leaders who have made a difference at its 
upcoming breakfast. 

The council that works hand-in-hand 
with precinct will hold its 28th annual 
awards breakfast at Maestro’s Caterers on 

Friday, May 20. 
Joe Thompson, council president, said 

that civilians honored at the breakfast will 
be Edith Blitzer, Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association founder who will be 
the recipient of the Tom Twyman Citizen 
Award; Steven Squitieri, owner of Sanita-
tion Salvage Corporation who’ll receive the 
Business Fellowship Award; as well as a 
special recognition award to Joe Bombace, 
who goes door-to-door to collect merchant 

49th Pct. breakfast set  for May 20
donations for the precinct’s National Night 
Out in August and for the breakfast. 

Participatants in the precinct’s annual 
holiday food drive – P.S. 83, P.S. 108, P.S. 
105, P.S./M.S. 498, P.S. 481, Cub Scout Pack 
162, 49th Precinct Explorers and the Solano 
family – will also take home special recog-
nition awards.  

“What I like most about it is the diver-
sity of people and groups that come to the 
breakfast,” said Thompson, who added that 
the precinct council tries to keep it as local 
as possible. 

“We don’t ask for heavy brass from 
downtown,” said the precinct council presi-
dent. “We ask for the borough commander 
and the district attorney; this is all Bronx 
and these are members of our community.” 

The 49th Precinct’s commanding offi cer, 

Edith Blitzer is the recipient of the Thomas Twy-
man Award, a civilian honor, at the 49th Precinct 
Community Council Breakfast on Friday, May 20.

What I like most about it is the divsity of people and 
groups that come to the breakfast. We don’t ask for heavy 
brass from downtown. We ask for the borough commander 

and the district attorney; this is all Bronx and these are 
members of our community.

Joe Thompson

Captain Keith Walton, selected four offi cers 
to share this year’s Cop of the Year award, 
said Thompson. 

Those four top cops are: Lieutenant 
Kishon Hickman, Sergeant Ryan Hughes, 
Detective David Revans and police offi cer 
Daisy Rivera. 

In addition, according to Thompson, the 
event will also bestow awards on Police Ad-
ministrative Aide of the Year Carmen Baez, 
Auxiliary Offi cer of the Year William Da-
toma and Explorer of the Year Caren Guz-
man. 

Edith Blitzer was chosen as the Citizen 
of the Year after being on a short-list to re-
ceive the award last year, said the precinct 
council president. 

She and the PPNA have been instrumen-
tal in getting a surveillance camera at Cru-
ger and Lydig avenues, and also in reporting 
suspicious activity. 

“Edith is the perfect person for this,” 
she said. “ She has put in a lot of hours and 
dedication to making her community a bet-
ter place.” 

Blitzer said she was happpy to be recog-
nized, but that awards are not necessary to 
keep her working on behalf of the commu-
nity. 

“It feels wonderful and I am very fl at-
tered,” she said, adding “I don’t do this to 
get awards, I have a wall full of awards…
it is just important to keep the community 

where it should be.” 
The organization she help found works 

closely with the precinct when something 
is going on that doesn’t seem right.

“The police can’t be everywhere at one 
time, so it is up to us to notify them to keep 
up the standard for quality of life in our 
area,” she said. 

For more information on the breakfast, 
reach out to Thompson at (718) 881-3086. 

BY ROBERT WIRSING
History is freshly made every day at Con-

ti’s Pastry Shoppe! 
Celebrating 95 years this coming October 

1, the 786 Morris Park Avenue bakery shows 
no signs in slowing down any time soon.

Sal Paljevic, Conti’s Pastry Shoppe owner, 
began working at the iconic establishment 
14 years ago and since then he and his team 
have strived to provide the Bronx and its resi-
dents high-quality baked goodies.

Paljevic said his establishment gives back 
to the community by donating gift certifi -
cates to local schools such as Preston High 
School, St. Francis Xavier School and St. The-
resa’s Elementary School.

Every year, Conti’s donates over $1,000 
worth of mouth-watering cakes and pastries 
to Fordham Prep to celebrate their Italian 
Club Carnivale.     

Conti’s products are also offered by Leg-
ends Hospitality which is owned by the New 
York Yankees and its product can be found in 
all of the Yankee Stadium suites, he added.

The key ingredient behind Conti’s origi-
nal success was the Conti family, who ran the 
business for 80 years, and the key to its pres-
ent accolades is Paljevic’s team of dedicated 
employees.

“Conti’s is the best place to come to be-
cause everyone here is friendly and it’s a 
blessing for the neighborhood,” shared Tom 
Finelli, a Conti’s regular.

Conti’s Pastry Shoppe offers savory treats

Conti’s regular, Tom Finelli (l) enjoys a fresh cup of coffee while dining with his friend, Paljevic at the 
shop’s marble soda fountain. Community News Group / Robert Wirsing

Former ‘Live’ co-host Regis Philbin is said 
to stop by Conti’s and is a fan of its Boston 
Cream pies, added Finelli, Philbin’s child-
hood friend.

“Conti’s Pastry Shoppe is 95-years-old and 
is probably one of the most fabled establish-
ments here in our community,” shared As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj.

“They’re involved in every aspect of the 
community from helping with Morris Park’s 
Christmas lights to providing for seniors and 

students. We appreciate all small businesses, 
but those that give back, we owe them be-
cause they help make our communities more 
vibrant.” 

The Conti’s history can be traced back to 
the start of the 20th century when its founder, 
Augustino Conti emigrated from his native 
Parma, Italy to New York where he quickly 
found work in a bakery.

Possessing an extensive knowledge of 

cookies and cakes from his hometown, Conti 
decided in 1921 to establish his own bakery in 
the Italian American community nestled be-
tween Van Nest and Morris Park.

His shop, A. Conti, incorporated not only 
Italian classics like cannoli and torcetti, 
but also French pastries like napoleons and 
cream puffs which quickly established the 
shop as a premiere baker at a time when a lo-
cal pastry shop was the center of a commu-
nity.

In 2001, Conti’s grandson, Orlando passed 
80 years of tradition and secret recipes to Ma-
rio Elia who was committed to preserving 
the quality and home-style baking character-
istic of the pastry shoppe. 

In 2003, Paljevic purchased the business 
from Elia who still bakes for the pastry shop.

Conti’s retained most of its original details 
such as hand-stapled tin ceilings, wooden 
walls, terrazzo fl oors and its original marble 
soda fountain installed in 1928.

The shop most notably served as a fi lming 
location for the 2008 Louis Lombardi directed 
slice of life comedy ‘Doughboys’ chronicling 
the lives of fi ctional Bronx brothers Frank 
and Lou who ran their family’s bakery which 
was a fi xture in their neighborhood.

Conti’s Pastry Shoppe is open Sunday 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Tues-
day through Friday 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Saturday 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. For more informa-
tion, contact call 16(718) 239-9339.
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BRONX YMCA | 2 Castle Hill Avenue, Bronx NY 10473 | 212.912.2490 

Our Sports Camp is designed to enhance various sports skills and fundamentals in age-
appropriate groups. Through the coaching and support of camp staff with backgrounds or ed-

ucation in sports, campers will learn the history, rules and key skills of different sports; all 
while practicing their techniques in mini-games. In addition, campers will explore the values of 

teamwork, good sportsmanship and strong work ethics. Sports Camp is divided into two age 
groups: 8-9 & 10-11. 

Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 

Our Swim Camp helps children develop important swimming skills and a lifetime love of the wa-
ter, while instilling values around water safety and responsibility. Swim Camp is divided into two 
age groups: 8-9 & 10-11. The key components of Swim Camp are: • Swimmers are given an op-
portunity to build swimming skills • Stroke development and training is tailored by age and skills 
level • Swim campers participate in core traditional camp activities • Activities and interactions 
emphasize building self-esteem and self-confidence. 

*Cost per 2 week session: Member: $470 Non-Member: $490 

*Spaces are limited 
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the economic future of our community and 
its children as well as the project’s poten-
tial $1.9 billion in economic impact to the 
northwest Bronx and the city as a whole.”

“We appreciate the community’s support 
of this transformative project,” said Mark 
Messier, former New York Ranger and CEO 
of KNIC. “Our collective vision is to make 
this dream a reality - to create jobs, foster 
economic opportunity and introduce the 
magic of ice sports to future generations.”

Upon it’s completion, the Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center will be the world’s larg-
est indoor ice sports facility. The project 
will support an estimated 2,700 construc-
tion-related jobs and produce an estimated 
820 permanent jobs.

“The economic impact of this project will 
not only create new jobs, but also re-purpose 
a long dormant landmark,” said Diaz, Jr. “It 
is now time for this project to move forward 
and it is now time to bring the Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center to the Bronx.”

“My students are not just learning how 
to skate - they are learning how to have 
more personal confi dence and self-esteem,” 
said Martha Martinez, a teacher at P.S. 
86, located just across the street from the 
Armory. “They are developing positive 
peer interactions and are learning to have 
higher expectation for themselves.”

The project’s fi nancial process began 
when the fi rst $20 million in private fund-
ing of the $138 million construction loan 
commitment was approved by the Empire 
State Development Corporation’s board of 
directors in December. 

Kingsbridge Armory prayer vigil supports planned ice skating center
From page 1

Reverend Que English (l), Adaline Walker-Santiago and Celia Cruz Bronx High School of Music Women’s Choir. Photo by Edwin Soto

In February, ESD also approved a $15 
million construction loan (of $158 million 
in total) to be used towards phase one of the 
Armory’s renovations.

The renovation of the nearly 800,000 
square foot building would transform the 
facility, which has been vacant since 1996, 
into an ice arena, which would be intended 
for use by minor league and non-profes-
sional hockey teams, fi gure and speed 

skating, open skating times, instructional 
training as well as neighborhood, high 
school and college hockey leagues.

The main rink of the arena would have 
a seating capacity of approximately 5,000, 
while the property would also include a 
50,000 square-foot dedicated community 
center, a 20,000 square-foot health and 
training facility, 50 locker rooms, equip-
ment storage as well as 450 on-site parking 

spaces.
National Day of Prayer, held on the fi rst 

Thursday in May, is recognized nation-
ally as a day of observance. Meditation and 
prayer are encouraged.

A court preceding between KNIC and 
EDC is scheduled to take place in the Bronx 
Supreme Court at the Bronx County Court-
house, 851 Grand Concourse, on Monday, 
May 16 at 10 a.m.

4th Annual
Boy Scout 

 Golf Tournament

Thursday, June 9th, 2016
11:30 a.m. Check-In & Lunch

�
Van Cortlandt Golf Course

Van Cortlandt Park South & Bailey Ave 
Bronx, NY 10471

2016 Golf Committee
 Lenny Caro, Mercy College

Joseph Kelleher, Hutchinson Metro Center
Michael O’Gara, Wealth Management Advisor

For More Information Contact:
Jason E. Tewes

E-Mail: Jason.Tewes@scouting.org

Dear Golf Enthusiast and  
Scouting Supporter:
On Thursday, June 9th, 2016, the Boy Scouts will 
host the 4th Annual Boy Scout Golf Invitational!

The Greater New York Councils, Boy Scouts of 
America is a 501c3 organization.  The proceeds 
from this tournament will help provide Camp 
Scholarships known as ‘Camperships’ for needy 
Scouts in the Bronx.

The Boy Scouts Mission is to prepare young 
people to make ethical and moral choices over 
the course of their lifetimes by instilling in them 
the values of the Scout Oath & Scout Law.  The 
BSA is comprised of many volunteers in the Bronx 
and  the Greater New York Councils relies on the 
kind generosity of FRIENDS, FAMILY, & 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS to keep our organization 
thriving as the leading youth organization in the 
Country. 

We hope you will be able to support the program 
this year and join us at the Golf Invitational on 
June 9th!

Registration

Name _________________________________________

Title __________________________________________

Company _____________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City____________________State_____Zip __________

Email _________________________________________

Phone(_____) __________________________________

�  Check Enclosed           �  Bill Me

(Please make checks payable to GNYC-BSA)

����������������

Signature _____________________________________

Credit Card #: __________________________________

Expiration Date: ________________________________

Names of your Foursome (please print)

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

REGISTER ONLINE: www.bsa-gnyc.org/bronxgolf
RETURN TO:       Jason Tewes, Greater New York Councils, 

350 Fifth Ave – Suite 7820 
New York, NY 10118

OR FAX TO:      (212) 242-6218
Acct: 1-4202-133-10
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Safety should be a top pri-
ority for everyone sharing 
the road, including cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians. 
The following are a few tips 
each of those groups of trav-
elers can employ to ensure 
the roads stay safe for every-
one.

Cyclists

same traffic rules as auto-
mobile drivers. Stop for red 
lights and stop signs, signal 
lane changes or turns, and 

drive on the correct side of 
the road.

Oftentimes, drivers exit 
their vehicles and do not 

or cyclists. You can be hit by 
a swinging car door.

-
able as possible. This could 
include using a light or horn 

presence to drivers.

and other applicable safety 
equipment.

it is safe to ride. 

child) if it is not designed to 
do so. Riding on the handle-
bars or behind the cyclist 
can be dangerous.

headphones while cycling. 
You want all of your senses 
to be available to avoid ac-
cidents.

-
ers’ blind spots so you’ll be 
more visible.

injure pedestrians.

Pedestrians

-
rection of traffic.

all traffic has stopped before 
crossing the road or step-

not pulled out into traffic.

pedestrians running to
catch a bus or stepping out
into traffic after exiting a 
bus. Remember, there will 
be another bus behind the 
one you’re chasing and safe-
ty is more important.

-
ing at night.

interstates on foot. 

SAFETY NOT JUST DRIVERS’ RESPONSIBILITY
ADVERTORIAL
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